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THE JoURnaL oF aRCHaEoLogY SCoTLanD
Editorial policy

Since the first volume in 1947 Discovery and excavation in
Scotland (DES) has played a vitally important role in Scottish
archaeology. Each new issue offers a simple way to keep up
to date with current work in the field, and the back issues
provide a research tool for anyone seeking information about
the archaeology of Scotland.
The full run of DES is now available digitally, with the
exception of the most recent two volumes. These are
available in print form to members of Archaeology Scotland.
All volumes from 1947 onwards are available as PDF files.
They may be downloaded for research and teaching purposes
but must not be resold or made available on any other
website or any other medium with or without charge, unless
with the prior written consent of Archaeology Scotland and
the relevant copyright holders. The digital archive may be
accessed via a link on the Archaeology Scotland website.
DES is not intended as a medium for final publication. It is
a reference work, an annual summary of activity in technical
form. A fuller account will eventually appear in print
elsewhere, and/or further detailed records will be deposited
with the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS: formerly referred to
as NMRS) and in the appropriate museum service. It is a
condition of Historic Scotland funding that entries should be
supplied for publication in DES.
Archaeology Scotland publishes DES as a service to its
members and to archaeology generally. It is aimed at a
readership with a specialist interest in archaeology and
welcomes contributions from all sectors of the archaeological
community. Its production represents a significant percentage
of Archaeology Scotland’s annual income. Financial support
is received from various bodies for entries relating to their
work, and further contributions are received for reports on
developer-funded projects.
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DES aims to provide a rapid, comprehensive summary of
all archaeological work undertaken in Scotland each year
by the end of May in the succeeding year. This imposes
a very tight timescale on the production process. These
considerations underlie and constrain the editorial policy
reflected in the notes for contributors below. It seeks to
balance maximum information value and accuracy with
speed of production and minimum cost. It is divided into
two sections: notes for contributors on the format and
deadlines for submissions, and a section on conventions,
arranged in alphabetical order.
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1 Notes for contributors
1.1
Content of DES
The editor will accept appropriate accounts of all forms of
archaeological discoveries. It is preferable to submit entries
in the year of discovery, but contributions may also be
submitted up to three years later. They may cover:
• Assessment (desk-based assessments should only be
submitted if undertaken as part of additional work)
• Evaluation
• Watching brief
• Excavation
• Geophysical or other field survey
• Fieldwalking
• Historic building survey
• Palaeoenvironmental studies
• Finds studies
• Records of stray finds
• Public access projects including Adopt-a-Monument
• Full bibliographic references for the final publication, in
any medium, of work previously recorded in DES.
1.2
Text format and deadlines
Entries for DES may be submitted online via the submission
form on our website at www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk.
The editor is happy to offer support to anyone using the
online form.
• Alternatively, contributions may be supplied as a Word
attachment via email. An email will be sent acknowledging
receipt, please contact the editor if you do not receive an
acknowledgement.
• Professional organisations should submit text in the
format requested by the editor. Individuals may submit
text in the format of the sample entry below.
• Contributions may be sent in at any time during the year.
The final deadline for inclusion of contributions in the
volume for the current year is 15 November. Contributions
received after that date will be included in next year’s
volume.
• All entries should acknowledge the contributor(s),
organisation(s) and appropriate funder(s).
• The contributors’ contact addresses will be listed at the
back of the volume.
• The editor will not accept anonymous contributions.
• Contributions should be sent to Dr Paula Milburn at
RCAHMS, John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace,
Edinburgh EH8 9NX. Email Paula.Milburn@RCAHMS.
gov.uk
1.3
Illustration format
• We will include illustrations to accompany your entry
whenever possible, provided they are of appropriate
quality. We particularly welcome plans of large-scale
excavations and surveys.
• Please supply colour and black and white greyscale images
as jpg or tif files at a minimum resolution of 300dpi.
• Black and white bitmap images should ideally be saved at
1200dpi, and no lower than 800dpi for optimum printing.
• Please supply a hard copy of each image, labelled on the
back with local authority area, site name and file name,
and a numbered list of captions cross-referencing images
and files.
• Do not embed images in Word files.
1.4
Editorial process
• Copyright for text and images published in DES will
rest with Archaeology Scotland. Entries will normally

•
•
•

•
•
•

be added to CANMORE, the RCAHMS online database
(www.RCAHMS.gov.uk).
Contributors should ensure they have copyright clearance
for images not their own before submission.
The editor will apply the standards and conventions of
these notes, as indicated in the sample entry below.
The editor reserves the right to shorten contributions.
Because survey observations can be replicated, these are
subject to heavier editing than excavation reports, which
are records of unrepeatable work. Negative reports (where
no archaeology was found) should be as short as possible.
Badly written, very long or controversial contributions
may be returned to the contributor for revision.
Contributors will not receive proofs of edited contributions.
The contributor is responsible for the accuracy of entries,
and all enquiries concerning content should be referred
to the contributor. Contributors may be asked to verify
their contributions. The editor will not enter into lengthy
correspondence with contributors.

1.5
Sample entry
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Berry Burn Wind Farm
Evaluation and survey
Sarah-Jane Haston – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 07032 46223 An archaeological evaluation was
undertaken in July 2006 to ascertain whether there were
any archaeological constraints upon the location of a
turbine forming part of the Berry Burn Wind Farm. The
proposed turbine location lies near the prehistoric field
system at Rochuln (NJ04NE 3).
Seven trenches were excavated, covering 392m2, equivalent
to just over 5% of the available area. The present ground
surface was at 310m OD. The trenches were excavated through
varying depths of peat, and all came down onto natural sand
with frequent boulders protruding from the bedrock. In some
places an iron-pan had developed before the onset of peat
accumulation. Large tree trunks were visible within the peat
at depths between 0.4m and 0.7m.
The evaluation identified three lengths of dry stone
walling, comprising two separate structures lying on top of
the natural subsoil and sealed beneath up to 0.7m of peat. Of
unknown date or function, they may be associated with an
early field system. All three features lie on the very E margin
of the Turbine 30 location and c45m from the centre point of
the turbine base.
Three linear banks that lay outside the limits of the previous
work undertaken by the RCAHMS (survey DC17478/PO)
were surveyed.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Entec UK

[Contact details for organisation / individual name – for
contributors list]
1.6
Format for editors
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Site name
Type(s) of project
Name of contributor(s) – Name of organisation
National Grid Reference (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) [space]
[Report]
[tab] second and subsequent paragraphs
Location of archive and/or report [no full point]
Funder: [no full point]
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2 Conventions
2.1
Abbreviations and acronyms
• Do not punctuate abbreviations or acronyms, eg RCAHMS,
National Museums Scotland, mm, m, Fig
• Use N, S, E, W, NE, SSE, E–W, and N‑S for cardinal points
and directions. Spell out northwards, southern etc in full.
2.2
Bibliographic references
• It will not normally be necessary to provide references for
entries in the DES county list.
• References to previous DES entries for the same site
should be in the form DES 2001, 92–93.
• For other references follow the Harvard system. Cite the
reference in the text as the author’s name and the year of
publication, with page and illustration references. Provide
a full list of references in alphabetical order at the end of
the entry. Use the CBA journal abbreviations.
• Take the title from the title page, not from the spine or
elsewhere on the cover. The title should be transcribed
exactly as to wording and spelling but not necessarily
as to punctuation and capitalisation. This means that
except for proper names, only the first word of a title
should be capitalised and no full stop is necessary at the
end of the title.
2.3
Dates
• Cite dates as 30 July 1893.
• Use the form 5th century, 3rd millennium.
• Note that dates used as adjectives are hyphenated;
5th-millennium date, 18th-century moulding.
• Use 1590s, 1930s.
• Note the order 49 BC, but AD 1952.
• Elision of dates should be to the shortest form consistent
with clarity, eg 4–5 July, 1745–7.
2.4
Geographical references
• To allow sites/finds to be located to the highest possible
degree of accuracy National Grid references (NGRs)
should be given as two letters and at least eight figures.
Ten figure NGRs would also be most welcome.
• Exceptions are treasure trove locations where the
submitting body feels that a more ambiguous location
is appropriate, or completed work where the locational
information has already been submitted to DES.
• Use current rather than historic local authority divisions
(see map in this volume).
2.5
Italics
• Use italics for the titles of books and journals, eg Discovery
and excavation in Scotland, DES, Proc Soc Ant Scot.
• Use italics for foreign words and quotations, eg c (for
circa), terminus ante quem, honi soit qui mal y pense.
2.6
Numbers and measurements
• Spell out the numbers from one to ten except in
measurements. Numbers 11 and above should be
numerals except where the context makes this awkward
(eg at the beginning of a sentence).
• Figures between 1000 and 9999 do not require a comma.
• Where numbers appear in a sequence, use numerals, eg
of 100 trenches, 74 produced white gritty ware.
• Elision of numbers should be to the shortest form
consistent with clarity, eg 254–8, 116–18, 196–203.
• Cite measurements in kilometres (km), metres (m) or
millimetres (mm). Use the unit that is appropriate for the
accuracy of the measurement.
6
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• Do not use cm as they are not an SI measurement.
• Do not leave a space between the number and the unit of
measurement.
• In a series of measurements using the same unit only
the last measurement needs to be followed by the unit,
eg 34 x 67 x 83mm.
• The accuracy of measurements and the units used to
describe them will not be comprehensively checked, and
the responsibility for ensuring their accuracy rests with
the contributor.
2.7
Quotations
• Short quotations should be enclosed in single quotation
marks.
• Lengthy quotations (more than five lines) should be
indented, beginning a fresh line, and should not have
quotation marks.
2.8
Spelling
Spelling should follow the Concise Oxford Dictionary,
preferring the first variants where offered.
• Note the preferred spellings of the following words and
phrases:
1st Edition OS
annexe (noun)
artefact
cup mark
datable
dry stone
gazetteer
ground-breaking
groundwork
gully
hollow-way
hut circle
land use
medieval
metal detecting
millennium
penannular
planticrub
ploughsoil
posthole
rig and furrow
ring ditch
roundhouse
samian
viewshed
walkover
wind farm
2.9
Style
• Contributions should be brief statements of work
undertaken.
• Survey information should be summarised.
• Write simply and clearly.
• Try to be interesting.
• Avoid the use of the passive.

DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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ABERDEEN CITY

ABERDEEN CITY
Aberdeen
Aberdeen Art Gallery
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 93881 06367 Ten trial pits, 8 interior and 2 exterior were
observed, 19–28 January 2015, prior to the redevelopment of
Aberdeen Art Gallery. Most were positioned along walls to
inspect foundations of walls and pillars. No archaeological
deposits or finds were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Causewayend Primary School
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 93863 07067 A level 1 and Level 2 standing building
survey was carried out, 26 January – 17 February 2015, on
the interiors and exteriors of seven buildings of the former
school prior to its conversion to student accommodation.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Unite Students

John Street, Aberdeen
Standing building recording and evaluation
Magnus Kirby and Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 93725 06648 A standing building assessment and trial
trenching evaluation were carried out, January – October
2014, at 92–112 John Street. This area is understood to have
been marshland associated with a former loch during the
17th century before being drained during the 18th century and
extensively developed during the 19th and 20th centuries.
The standing building assessment determined that the
19th/20th-century tenement building and industrial premises
formerly occupying the site were of no particular architectural

or historical importance. This 19th/20th-century development
appears to have involved fairly heavy landscaping/levelling,
and no finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded during the evaluation.
Archive: Aberdeen Council SMR and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Granite City Assets Ltd

North Deeside Road (opposite International School)
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 90945 03539 A 10% evaluation was carried out on
18 February 2015 prior to the construction of a small housing
development. No archaeological finds or features were
identified.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: GSS Developments Ltd

Piper Seafoods, South Esplanade West, Torry
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94599 05258 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 15 January 2015 prior to demolition of fish
houses. There were buildings on the site on the 2nd and 3rd
Edition OS maps but there is now no trace of these earlier
granite structures and it is assumed that they were completely
demolished in the mid-20th century.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Piper Seafoods

Robert Gordon’s College/Robert Gordon University
Watching brief and excavation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 93951 06375 During a watching brief, 2–15 July 2015,
for a new electricity sub-station for Robert Gordon’s College
and University, 30 burials were uncovered in the 2m wide
trench. Twenty-five were excavated and five left in situ

Robert Gordon’s College/Robert Gordon University: One of the burials under excavation
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ABERDEEN CITY

below and adjacent to the 1m deep trench. The burials were
all roughly W/E and an associated N/S robber trench is
being interpreted as the remains of one of the walls of the
Dominican (Blackfriars) Friary. It may have been the E wall
of the church due to the proximity of a number of burials
whose heads had been laid adjacent to the wall. A small
number of finds included stone roof tiles, ceramic floor tiles,
medieval pottery, window glass and a copper alloy pin.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Robert Gordon University and Robert Gordon’s College

Skate’s Nose Jetty, Aberdeen Harbour
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 96008 05628 A Level 2 standing building survey was
carried out, 15 June 2012, on Skate’s Nose Jetty which was to
be truncated as part of improvements to Aberdeen Harbour.
The jetty was built in 1877 and had been partially covered in
concrete. Original foundations were recorded at very low tide.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Aberdeen Harbour Board

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The Station Hotel (Newcastle) Ltd

Newhills
Craibstone, Aberdeen
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 87062 11334 A watching brief took place, 5 January –
24 February 2015, during the topsoil stripping for a gas main
replacement associated with the Aberdeen Western Peripheral
Route. One circular posthole structure was identified and
retained in situ. NW/SE running rig and furrow was identified
over large areas on the E of the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Rayden Engineering

Wester Huxterstone, Fairley Road, Kingswells
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 86948 06582 A 10% evaluation was carried out on
16 September 2015 of a small field prior to a small housing
development. No archaeological finds or features were
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr K Riach

Nigg
Blackhills Quarry, Cove, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Hilary Murray and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NO 94300 99800 A 7% evaluation was undertaken, 3–4
February 2015, prior to a quarry extension at Blackhills,
Cove. No archaeological finds or features were evident.

Jetty showing Skate’s Nose or ‘banana’ shape
South Garden, Chaplain’s Court, 20 The Chanonry, Old
Aberdeen
Survey and evaluation
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 94046 08661 The S garden at Chaplain’s Court covers
part of the footprint of one of the corner towers of the
16th-century Chaplain’s Court. Prior to the replacement of
railings and redesign of the garden, the existing paving was
recorded and two test pits were excavated to determine if
any wall foundations survived. No archaeological features
were evident. This work was carried out 16–21 July 2015.
Archive and report: Aberdeen SMR
Funder: Professor C Wischik and Mrs I Wischik

Station Hotel, Guild Street
Watching brief
Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94183 06044 A watching brief was carried out, 19–21
January 2015, during the excavation of six hand dug test pits
prior to a proposed extension to the Station Hotel. The site
is in the vicinity of the medieval Carmelite and Trinitarian
Friaries. A 19th-century floor was uncovered and recorded
as well as deposits and finds of 19th-century and possibly
earlier date. The trenches were too small for meaningful
interpretation but if the development goes ahead an
evaluation will take place.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: City of Aberdeen SMR
Funder: Leiths (Scotland) Ltd

Loirston Loch
Evaluation
Hilary Murray and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 93631 01055 A 7% evaluation was undertaken, 5–12
January 2015, in Phase 1 of the Loirston Loch proposed
development. Large numbers of stone and clay drains were
testament to the very boggy nature of the ground around
the loch prior to the land improvements of the 19th and 20th
centuries. No earlier archaeological features or finds were
recorded.
Archive and report: City of Aberdeen SMR
Funder: Hermiston Securities Ltd and Aberdeen City Council

Porsche Centre (former Newlands Farm), Wellington
Road, Aberdeen
Standing building recording and watching brief
Alison Cameron and Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94309 01825 A standing building survey was carried
out on the former Newlands Farm buildings on 5 October
2015. The buildings were ruinous, overgrown and covered
with rubble. The building was a C-shaped steading on the
1st Edition OS map. A watching brief was carried out during
ground clearance but no archaeological finds or features
were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Peter Vardy Property Management Services Ltd
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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ABERDEEN CITY/ABERDEENSHIRE
Old Machar
Grandhome, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 9206 1088 An evaluation was carried out, 16 March –
1 April 2015, on agricultural land bounded by roads on three
sides, prior to development. It lies to the immediate N of The
Parkway (A90), S of Whitestripes Road and W of Whitestripes
Avenue. The W boundary is a continuation of established
farmland. The planned 7% evaluation was reduced to 9223
linear metres due to the presence of standing water and
made ground in the W part of the area. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.

were recorded as well as many other smaller alterations. The
Phase 1 house, which was constructed by 1867 (1st Edition
OS map) may have been slighted and rebuilt on the same
footprint, or substantially rebuilt by Marshall Mackenzie
in 1897 (Phase 2). An extension was also constructed in
Phase 3.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Kirkwood Homes

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Turnberry Planning Ltd

Peterculter
Countesswells, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NJ 87472 04755 An evaluation was carried out, 11–18
February 2015, on Phase 1A (Boundary 1) of a proposed
development at Countesswells. A total of 102 trenches were
excavated, covering 7% of the 14375ha development area.
The only features recorded related to field drainage associated
with 19th- and 20th-century agricultural improvements.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Stewart Milne Construction

Culter House Road
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 85263 01591 A 7% evaluation was carried out, on
23 February 2015, on a 1ha field prior to a small housing
development. Rig and furrow was recorded running NW/SE
across much of the field but no other archaeological features
and no finds were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Churchill Homes

Friarsfield Road and Kirkbrae, Cults
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 88889 03599 An evaluation was carried out, 20–24 April
2015, on a greenfield site consisting of four fields currently
used as pasture. A 10% (5919m) trial trenching evaluation was
planned; however, the presence of unmarked live services,
ground slope and mature trees limited the evaluation to 4506
linear metres. Trenches placed in Field D provided evidence
for modern horticultural activity in the form of ground
levelling and soil importation. Truncated modern brick
foundations associated with greenhouse buildings were also
revealed. All four fields revealed modern plough truncation
with numerous stone drags and scars. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: CALA Homes Ltd

Inchgarth House
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 90521 03103 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 17 March 2015. At least three phases of construction
10
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Phase 1 of Inchgarth House facing NNW
Oldford Farm, North Deeside Road, Milltimber
Evaluation
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 8664 0205 An evaluation was carried out, 12–14 January
2015, in advance of a proposed residential development. The
phase 1 development area encompasses four separate fields
along with an area of buildings and a car park which is still
in use.
A total of 20 evaluation trenches with an area of 4220m2
were excavated in the 4.9ha area, exceeding the required
7% sample. The trenches revealed a simple stratigraphic
sequence of thin topsoil overlying sandy clay glacial till
subsoil. No significant archaeological finds or features were
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Cala Homes (North) Ltd

South Lasts Farm, Contlaw Road, Milltimber
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 82839 03439 A watching brief was carried out on
11 December 2014 during the soil strip for a second wind
turbine at South Lasts Farm. No archaeological features or
finds were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr B Dow

ABERDEENSHIRE
Alford
Ardgathen, Alford
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 56340 16310 A building survey was undertaken on
17 November 2014 prior to the demolition of a small stonewalled, slate-roofed livestock building. The survey showed
that this had originally been a single-storey croft house with
a small byre abutting one gable. The house had a central
door flanked by two small windows. The original roof was

ABERDEENSHIRE

probably of thatch, later replaced by slate. The secondary W
extension had a lower, cobbled floor and no windows and
is likely to have been built as a byre. Both structures are
shown on the 1st OS map of 1867 and are probably of early
19th-century date. Both parts of the building were later used
for livestock when a new house was built alongside, between
1867 and 1899.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr N Tyrrell

Meikle Endovie
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 5926 1551 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 25 May 2015 of this 19th-century farmstead. Most of
the buildings were constructed in one phase, as shown on
the 1st Edition OS map, but a horse mill was removed and
some buildings added in the 20th century. The buildings are
in a poor condition and are being demolished for housing.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Scotia Homes

Arbuthnott
Upper Mill, Inverbervie
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 82368 73418 A standing building survey was carried out
on 10 October 2015 prior to partial demolition and conversion.
The main mill dates from 1788 and was the first waterpowered mill to spin flax in Scotland. Significant repairs and
additions were undertaken in 1837. In the first half of the
20th century the buildings were adapted to produce shoddy.
Further conversion in recent years for use as a chemical
factory had obscured or removed earlier features. The
original 18th-century mill is built of red sandstone rubble

with a slate roof and has two-storeys and a loft. Blockings in
the wall beside the lade show that the position of the wheel,
which does not survive, may have been altered. Few internal
features survive but a concrete water tank may have been
associated with the shoddy production.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr D Evans

Auchindoir and Kearn
Druminnor Castle
Excavation
Colin Shepherd – Bennachie Landscape Fieldwork Group
NJ 5131 2642 Three areas were investigated, May – October
2015, in order to clarify elements discovered in previous years
(DES 2014, 16) and to try to locate the eastern perimeter wall
of the castle plan as shown on two 18th-century estate maps.
The perimeter wall proved elusive as the area where it is
assumed to have stood appears to have undergone sweeping
landscape changes in the 19th century; having been cleared
to natural and then overlain with topsoil. However, a
shallow but well-built minor drainage channel overlain with
flat capstones was found at the W end of the trench. This
possibly served one of the buildings (shown on the estate
maps) lying in the service courtyard. The drain would have
run directly across the courtyard, though along an apparently
illogical flow-line.
The remains discovered N of the castle in 2014 were
further investigated. This work demonstrated the survival
of a substantial wall comprising an outset foundation course
on the downslope side, coursed stonework and a rubble core
made of small stones bonded by clay. The wall, measuring
c1.2m wide at its base, appears to have been completely
robbed out at either end. Abutting the surviving section of
wall on its southern (upslope) side is a rectangular structure
consisting of a basal outer row of large fieldstones enclosing

Druminnor Castle: outer enclosure wall emerging through the mud (Photo courtesy of Iain Ralston)
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a platform of clay-bonded rubble and measuring c2.7 x 2m
overall. The purpose of this feature is unknown. Beneath
this structure, and partially sealed by it, is a stone-lined pit.
After heavy rain, this pit retains water and may have acted
as a small cistern, though this remains to be confirmed.
The wall is presumed to have acted as an outer enclosure
for an earlier plan of the castle. Its alignment is out of true
with the 18th-century plan (taken from the estate map) and
the surviving S range, but lies parallel to other features
discovered and with which it may have been contemporary.
One of these features is another substantial stone-built
structure (described below).
A third area was examined in order to elucidate the
purpose of remains found at the edge of Trench 2 in 2014.
These appeared to be structural features underlying the
northern outer enclosure wall shown on the estate map.
Once revealed, these related to the corner of a substantial
building consisting of an outset foundation course, coursed
stonework and a mortared rubble core. The structure’s wall
measures c1.2m across its outset foundation course. This
building appears to be one of those shown on the estate map.
However, the northern enclosure wall linking this structure
to the rest of the castle plan was feeble in comparison with
this, presumably earlier, building and merely abutted it at a
level much higher than the foundation course. Furthermore,
the building appears to be aligned askew to the later castle
plan, but to share its orientation with the wall noted above
and a drain/path feature noted in earlier phases of the
excavations. It might be suggested that the later plan, shown
on the estate map and assumed to belong to the 17th century,
was created by joining older extant features; the substantial
building described here being one of those earlier features.
A number of dressed stones, complete and fragmentary
(see below), have been found as backfill components in
this area; this contrasts noticeably with other areas of the
excavation. A doorway, in the corner of the building, poses
certain difficulties with regard to its construction and may be
a secondary feature.
Various pottery sherds, dated to between the 14th and 16th
centuries, were found overlying the building and the wall
described here, but none in securely stratified situations.
However, one piece of fine, dressed masonry was found in a
context sealed by the later (17th century?) northern enclosure
wall noted above. This contained a mason’s mark, hitherto
unrecognized at Druminnor.
Once again, sincere thanks are owed to Alex Forbes for his
forbearance as yet more of his lovely policies are disturbed
in the cause of archaeology, and for his words of historical
wisdom and generous hospitality.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council SMR

Banchory-Devenick
Marywell, Stonehaven Road
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 93040 99040 A standing building survey was undertaken
on 23 April 2015 of a small range of 19th-century steading
buildings (SMR: NO99NW0066) prior to their demolition.
The steading consisted of an L-plan building of the early/
mid-19th century, with an additional wing added to make a
U-plan. An additional range was built across the open side in
the later 19th century. The buildings had been considerably
altered and few details survived.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of
the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: D4 Developments (UK) Ltd
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Banchory-Ternan
Crathes Castle
Walkover survey
Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NO 73599 96801 A walkover survey of the forested areas in
the Crathes Castle Estate was undertaken, 12–30 January
2015, following a survey by AOC in 1997. Additional sections
of dry stone walling were located in dense vegetation and
six previously unrecorded cairns, probably of post-medieval
date were recorded. The results of the devastating storm of
31 January – 1 February 1953 can be seen throughout the
property; the storm flattened virtually the entire estate’s
stock of standing timber.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Crathes Castle (driveway)
Watching brief
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 73410 96800 A watching brief was carried out,
24 February – 17 March 2015, over earthworks associated
with driveway repairs at Drum Castle. With the exception of
a small, undiagnostic sherd of prehistoric pottery found in
made up ground, no features or finds were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Aberdeenshire SMR and the National Trust for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Ley Farm, Crathes
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 72371 97465 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 4 November 2014 and several phases of
buildings were recorded at this 19th-century farmstead prior
to its conversion to housing.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Bancon

Banff
Golden Knowes Road, Banff
Evaluation
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 6780 6421 A 5% evaluation was carried out, 7–10 April
2015, in advance of a proposed residential development. The
area covered by the linear trenches was reduced from 1825m
to 1630m due to the presence of live electricity services.
Evidence of significant land improvements consisting of
various forms of field drain were found across the site.
The presence of a possible medieval pottery fragment in a
modern feature suggests that imported soil has been used
on the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Springfield Properties Plc

Belhelvie
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route
Evaluation and excavation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 95760 17550, NJ 96650 20630 and NJ 96570 20720
A programme of archaeological work was undertaken, April
– June 2014, along the route of the Balmedie to Tipperty
(Lot 1) section of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route.
Following evaluation, three areas were identified as requiring
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additional work, and a programme of strip and map, followed
by mitigation excavation was undertaken.
NJ 95760 17550 (Area 001) The evaluation and mitigation
excavation in this area identified 11 small pits. It is not
possible to say with certainty that all were archaeological in
origin. However, based on the artefacts and plant macrofossil
remains that were recovered at least four of them appeared
to be prehistoric in date. Ard marks on two separate crisscrossing alignments were also identified and were interpreted
as the traces of prehistoric agriculture. These features along
with a background scatter of prehistoric lithics in the topsoil
indicate that the area was in fairly intensive use during
the prehistoric period and that settlement remains could
be present in the vicinity but off the line of the proposed
development.
NJ 96650 20630 (Area 002) The mitigation excavation
identified 59 pit-like features of varying size. These were
identified as stone extraction holes created during agricultural
land improvement and ploughing. There were also nine
cultivation furrows present from earlier phases of agriculture
in the area. Other features included drainage that post-dated
the furrows, possible evidence of stone clearance post-dating
the furrows, a possible tree bole and modern test pits.
NJ 96570 20720 (Area 003) The mitigation excavation
identified 67 pit-like features of varying size. These were
identified as stone-holes created where stones had been
removed from the subsoil. In some instances this may have
been as a by-product of ploughing, but in others there was
evidence of manual extraction as part of agricultural land
improvement. In a few of the pits where large stones were still
present they showed evidence of having been broken up by
drilling holes in to them. Given the lack of cultivation furrows
in this area it is possible that this land improvement is post18th-century in date. There was also one linear ditch which is
likely to represent a post-18th-century agricultural boundary.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Cairnie
Bin Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
The following features were recorded during prospective
fieldwork, March 2015, in advance of forestry work.
NJ 4909 4259 Pyot Bush Area of disturbance above the
apparent terminus of the linear feature noted below. It
suggests a building lying across the hillside at 90° to the
slope. Not noted on any estate plan or OS map.
NJ 4909 4258 – NJ 4914 4265 Pyot Bush Very denuded
linear dyke that links a number of features along the contour
of the hill. At its eastern end it appears to turn through
90° and may explain the feature noted in this position on
a late 18th-century estate plan, which is shown as a small
rectangular enclosure on the same alignment as this dyke and
its western end would conform to the position and alignment
of a previously noted structure (DES 2007, 13).
NJ 4905 4252 Pyot Bush A small building measuring c8 x
4m externally. Not shown on any estate plan or subsequent
map and presumably out of use by the middle of the 18th
century at the latest.
NJ 4917 4270 – NJ 4917 4278 Pyot Bush The very slight
remains of a hollow-way cutting diagonally across the
hillside. Nothing is shown on estate plans or OS maps of this
feature.
NJ 4942 4270 – NJ 4941 4274 Pyot Bush The denuded

remains of an enclosure bank shown on a late 18th-century
estate plan of Drumdelgie. Its line forms a present FCS
plantation area boundary.
NJ 4896 4243 Pyot Bush An enclosure reported previously
(DES 2007, 13) was surveyed by taped offset. The walls
are very tumbled and appear to have suffered considerable
robbing. Internally, they stand to two or three courses in
places. A very denuded linear feature is attached externally to
its S side, though any constructional relationship is unknown.
A possible internal circular structure was noted, though this
may be no more than the product of disturbance. A possible
spring is marked by a restricted area of very wet ground in the
S half of the enclosure. A small external enclosure appears to
be attached to the W circuit and a possible entrance may
have lain N of this on the W side. The enclosure is sited at
the end of a low ridge above a small scarp overlooking the
haughlands of the Deveron.
NJ 4875 4218 – NJ 4876 4218 – NJ 4888 4232 Drumdelgie
A stone dyke, well preserved at its southern end. This
appears to be the linear feature noted in this position on an
18th-century estate plan of Drumdelgie. The western leg at
the southern end appears to be a separate dyke adjoining
what might be described as a ‘head dyke’. This is shown as
incomplete on the estate plan and had presumably lost that
function by the late 18th century. (Its northern continuation
was noted previously in DES 2007, 13). The northern half
of the feature noted here is difficult to see beneath tussocky
grass though its line can be followed. The middle section
survives as a low bank.
NJ 4886 4326 Binside A small building, aligned downslope,
and measuring c5 x 2m. This structure is shown on a late
18th-century estate plan.
NJ 4884 4322 – NJ 4888 4326 Binside The faint traces of
a hollow-way are visible leading from the direction of a loan
from Drumdelgie noted on a late 18th-century estate plan. It
appears to respect the position of the building noted above
and to head in the direction of other structures also apparent
on the same estate plan. One of these is noted below.
NJ 4896 4335 Binside The very mangled but distinctive
remains of a building appear to match one of those noted
on a late 18th-century estate plan in this area. It seems more
likely to be the northern, smaller one of the two shown. The
attendant yard lying to the W may also possibly be seen
amongst the ploughed remains between the building and the
present boundary fence. The ‘surviving’ structure measures
c15 x 3m internally.
NJ 4988 4258 Inchtammack A c15m stretch of stone
revetment with no obvious purpose, but which may possibly
be the front edge of a former building stance.
NJ 4987 4256 – NJ 4988 4257 Inchtammack A short length
of linear dyke which runs down the slope and overlooks a
gully of a burn lying on its N side. It may have defined an
enclosure and retained soil so that it did not fall down into
the gully. Nothing is shown on 18th-century estate plans nor
on subsequent OS maps. It is likely to predate all of those
surveys.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Chapel of Garioch
Mains of Inveramsay Farm Steading
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Survey Ltd
NJ 74730 25780 A building survey was undertaken on
25 February 2015 prior to the demolition of the mid/late
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NJ 69757 23976 A photographic survey was carried out, on
27 March 2015, prior to extensions and alterations to this
hotel.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Monument Leisure (Pittodrie) Ltd

Cluny

The chaumer, Mains of Inveramsay Farm Steading (Copyright MAS Ltd)
19th-century steading. A stone-walled dung court was enclosed
by large ranges on three sides and a smaller building at the
front. The buildings were of good stone-walled construction
with slate roofs. Although some modernisation had taken
place, there were a number of original features. In the S range
a wood-lined chaumer survived over the former gig shed and
feed store beside the stables. The W range, which had been a
tied cattle shed had been opened out as a cattle court. In the
N range some details of the threshing mill remained. Part of
the steading had been built before the 1st OS map of 1867 but
it was largely restructured by 1891 when an estate plan for
Legatesden Estate had been drawn.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: James Webster and Co

Pittodrie House Hotel, Pitcaple
Photographic survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology

Corriemulzie Dam (Copyright HAS 2015)
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Castle Fraser (driveway)
Watching brief
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 72270 12550 A watching brief was carried out, 28 April
– 3 June 2015, during earthworks associated with driveway
repairs at Castle Fraser. A drainage trench S of the castle
revealed a stone wall 900mm wide and extending 2.5m NE/
SW across the trench at NJ 72290 12530. The wall does not
appear on 18th-century estate maps and may be of medieval
or post-medieval date. A small sherd of post-medieval
pottery was found while cleaning the wall. A second wall
was found N of the castle at NJ 72282 12609. It was 800mm
wide and 400mm in surviving height and appeared to have
been a revetting wall, possibly of 18th-century date.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland. Report: Aberdeenshire
SMR and the National Trust of Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Crathie and Braemar
Corriemulzie
Walkover survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NO 11219 89120 A walkover survey was carried out, 1 June
– 10 July 2015, in advance of construction of a run of river
hydro-electric scheme at Corriemulzie, close to Braemar.
Fourteen features were noted including three dry stone walls
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and two groups of structures with enclosures. Also noted
were a substantial dam and associated power house and a
stone-built lime kiln, both of which are shown on modern
maps. A section cut through a dry stone wall was recorded
on a subsequent visit.
Archive: HAS. Report: Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Highland Eco-Design

Mar Lodge Estate
Walkover survey
Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NO 079 937 (centred on) Two surveys were carried out,
4–30 July 2015, in the Mar Lodge Estate. A survey of the
Dee tributaries riparian planting area took place in advance
of proposed tree planting within regeneration areas along
watercourses in the western portion of the estate. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
The post-hurricane Bertha condition survey examined key
sites within the estate which were potentially damaged by
Hurricane Bertha (early August 2014), which temporarily
flooded large portions of estate and caused major damage to
a number of tracks and footbridges. The survey did not record
any new features, despite heavy levels of erosion sustained
along the main watercourses. However, eight prehistoric
flints in the form of blades and debitage were recorded and
collected from the footpath leading to the Chest of Dee, one
of two known Mesolithic sites within the estate (Canmore
ID 267763, NO 0170 8855).
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Upper Dee Tributaries Project
Excavation and fieldwalking
SM Fraser, G Noble, G Warren and C Wickham-Jones –
The National Trust for Scotland, University of Aberdeen and
University College Dublin
NN 9440 8740, NO 0170 8855 and NN 9929 9101 A third
season of fieldwork was undertaken, July – October 2015,
on the National Trust for Scotland’s Mar Lodge Estate, as
part of a partnership project to characterize the nature of
early prehistoric settlement which will ultimately inform
woodland expansion strategies.
Caochanan Ruadha, Glen Geldie Three weeks of fieldwork
were undertaken by the University College Dublin School of
Archaeology in July 2015. The primary focus of excavation
was completion of Trench 4, begun in 2014, which had
revealed a spatially-constrained distribution of mainly
flint lithic artefacts clustered around a fire setting/pit, yew
charcoal from which has been dated to 6215–6050 cal BC.
A 7 x 5m extension to the trench was excavated, extending
across the eroded footpath. This confirmed that the cluster
of flint was c2.5 x 3m in maximum dimension, focused upon
the charcoal-rich fire-setting identified in 2014. The soils are
heavily podsolised and no further features were discovered,
but the very tight distribution of artefacts and a sudden
fall-off in frequency at the edge of the distribution suggests
that that some kind of light structure had existed. The lithic
assemblage for the two seasons includes c100 flint artefacts
with small quantities of worked quartz and possibly worked
quartzite. Technologically it is dominated by microliths and
microlith fragments of flint, with burning frequent. The
site appears to be a very specialist and possibly short-term
settlement.
About 50m downslope from Trench 4, four lithics were
identified in the eroded footpath. These artefacts closely
corresponded to the location of the original surface finds in
2005 and had formed a focal point for test pit survey in 2013,

from which nothing had been recovered. Excavation of a 2 x
2m trial trench in 2015 uncovered an irregular charcoal spread
associated with a further 12 flint artefacts, sometimes burnt
and fragmented in situ. The recovery of this material in an
area previously surveyed by test pits highlights the difficulty
of recovering archaeological materials of low density and
small extent in these landscapes, and highlights the value of
walkover survey and long-term monitoring.

Caochanan Ruadha: Excavation of Trench 4, with fire setting/pit and
possible light shelter (Copyright S Fraser, National Trust for Scotland)
Chest of Dee, Glen Dee In October 2015 a team from the
University of Aberdeen excavated a series of evaluative test
pits and trenches. The primary objective was to continue the
evaluation of the sites identified in 2013–4, establishing the
density and character of prehistoric occupation at the banks
of the River Dee at Chest of Dee. Radiocarbon dating on
samples from 2013–4 showed occupation on the river banks
extending back to the late 9th millennium BC. In 2015 two
areas, one near the Chest of Dee waterfalls (Area F) and the
other further downstream (Area J) were the main targets of
the third season of evaluation.
Three trenches and three test pits were excavated in
Area F. TP200 and TP300 continued the excavation of
pre-peat alluvial sand deposits adjacent to a large eroding
section of the riverbank. TP200 excavated, in plan, a firepit identified in section in the 2014 season and dated to
c7000 cal BC. The 2 x 3.5m trench identified a range of
ephemeral spreads of charcoal within the lower alluvial sand
deposits. These spreads and the fire-pit appear to represent
Mesolithic settlement on the riverbank stretching back to the
8th millennium cal BC. A large amount of lithics were found in
TP200, concentrated within the lower fill of the fire-pit, close
to the modern river edge. TP300 was placed in relation to a
charcoal spread identified in the eroding bank section, dated
in 2014 to c8000 cal BC. Microblade cores and debitage were
found extensively within the alluvial sand deposits. A few
small cut features were also found, one of which contained a
narrow-blade microlith.
TP400 was located next to another charcoal spread evident
in the eroding bank section. This 1 x 3m trench identified
an in situ fire-pit with fire-cracked stone, but only a small
number of lithic pieces. Three small test pits were also
excavated running perpendicular to the riverbank. All three
suggested human activity in pre-peat levels with charcoal
lenses extending into the lower sand deposits below the peat.
The excavation also included the digging of eight test pits
further downstream, in an area not previously evaluated
(Area J). In most cases evidence of some form of human
activity near the riverbank was present, though no lithics
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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were identified. The evidence of human activity included
lenses of charcoal and features cut into the lower alluvial sand
deposits. Similar sequences were found in all the test pits and
trenches – up to c0.4m of peat overlying alluvial sand. The
most obvious features were in TP900 – a large, sub-circular
shallow pit – and TP1050, where large pits or ditch sections
were identified packed full of rounded boulders. Pits and
charcoal lenses were evident in the sections of TP750, TP850,
TP950 and TP1000. The chronological relationship between
the lithic-rich area of Area F and that of Area J will be an
important issue to address in post-excavation and dating.
Once again, the discoveries at Chest of Dee are highly
significant given the lack of early prehistoric sites within the
upland areas of the Scottish Highlands. The 2015 work has
begun to establish the nature of the Mesolithic activity at
Chest of Dee, with clear traces of in situ occupation.
Sgòr an Eòin, Glen Dee The UCD team conducted a
walkover survey monitoring footpaths and other eroded
surfaces in Glen Dee, as part of archaeological assessment
prior to riparian tree-planting. Three heavily burnt flint
artefacts were recovered from a small area on a high terrace
above the eastern bank of the River Dee below the peak
of Sgòr an Eòin, a short distance upstream from the lithic
scatter previously identified on the opposite riverbank at
Carn Fiaclach Beag. The lithics are not diagnostic to period
but it may be significant that they lie on a large flat land
surface that intuitively feels like one of the most suitable
settlement locations in this part of the valley.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland, Aberdeenshire Council,
Society of Antiquaries of London, Robert Kiln Charitable
Trust, Royal Archaeological Institute, University of Aberdeen,
University College Dublin and Tony Clark Memorial Fund

Cruden
Cruden Bay
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NK 07 33 Fragments of an incomplete Middle Bronze Age
flanged axe were found during metal detecting near Cruden
Bay. The two fragments are from an axehead which appears
to have been miscast and broken up for scrap.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 165/14), allocated to University of
Aberdeen Museums

Daviot
Beech Lodge, adjacent to Kingsford Farm
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 74503 28935 A walkover on 2 April 2015 of the previously
stripped area revealed no archaeological finds or features.
Six trenches totalling 7% of the remaining area were
excavated. No significant archaeological features or finds
were recorded during this evaluation close to Loanhead of
Daviot stone circle.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Robertson

Drumoak
Drum Castle (driveway)
Watching brief
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 79620 00500 A watching brief was carried out, 9 February
– 19 May 2015, during earthworks associated with driveway
repairs at Drum Castle. A drainage trench at the side of the

Chest of Dee: Excavation of charcoal spreads and artefact-bearing features in pre-peat alluvial sands, TP200 (Copyright G Noble,
University of Aberdeen) (see page 15)
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drive cut across a substantial stone wall, 2.25m wide, and
apparently running N/S, at NJ 79655 00546. It was sealed by
a burnt layer. An abraded sherd of medieval or post-medieval
pottery was found in the disturbed backfill of the later drain.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland. Report: Aberdeenshire
SMR and the National Trust for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Drumoak Public Hall, Drumoak
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 7852 9849 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 2 December 2014 of the Drumoak Public Hall, formerly
the Drumoak Free Church, prior to its conversion to housing.
The soft strip was almost complete and architectural features
were recorded internally and externally.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr S Andrew

Dunnottar
Dunnicaer Sea Stack
Evaluative excavation
Gordon Noble and Oskar Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NO 8821 8464 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Shetland targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
An evaluation was carried out, 13–17 April 2015, at
Dunnicaer Sea Stack, the location of five Pictish Class I
symbol stones found in the 19th century in a low stone wall
said to have surrounded part of the stack. The stack can only
be accessed at low tide, but may have been a promontory in
the Pictish period.
During the evaluation a total of five trenches were opened
with the aim of evaluating the site and state of preservation.
The trenches suggest the presence of a fort or enclosed
settlement on the stack with significant evidence of major
erosion at the stack – particularly on the E side.
Trench 1 was located towards the eastern part of the
surviving stack summit where a division between an upper
and lower area of the stack surface is evident. Here a possible
stone revetment was evident on the N side of the stack. The
trench did not reveal clear traces of a bank or wall, but one
small posthole was found within the trench.
Trench 2 was located along the southern edge in order to
verify the presence of an enclosing bank or rampart on the
S side of the stack. The excavation revealed low foundations
of a rampart c2m wide which had evidence for stone facing
on the interior side, but was heavily robbed. Within the line
of the stone facing three beam slots were found dug into
the subsoil. Smaller postholes suggest the rampart included
both timber beams and upright posts – part of an elaborate
timber-lacing set into the subsoil of the stack.
Trench 3 was placed in the lower citadel to establish if any
structures or activities took place there. The trench revealed
floor deposits and a stone-built hearth with flat hearth slabs
and upright stones revetting the hearth edge. A few small
fragments of heavily degraded animal bone were found in
the layers above the hearth.
Trench 4 was placed on the northern edge of the stack.
Here a number of postholes and possible traces of beam slots
were identified, but the trench was not fully excavated.
Trench 5 was opened in the centre of the fort. Here a series
of small postholes suggest the presence of timber structures

within the fort.
A topographic survey was conducted at the same time and
used to create a surface model of the stack. This suggested
the presence of other structures surviving below the tussocky
turf on top of the stack.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
association with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Dunnottar Castle
Watching brief
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 88120 83840 A watching brief was undertaken, 18–19
May 2015, during small remedial works at three sites within
the castle to install safety rails and a retaining wall. During
construction of the retaining wall a bank of soil and rubble
between the NW corner of the Smithy and the NE corner of the
Store was cut back, giving a section through ash and charcoal
from the smithy fires. This yielded a sherd of late medieval/
post-medieval pottery, possibly of 16th-century date.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Dunecht Estates

Durris
Woodlands of Durris, Banchory
Watching brief
Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NO 78848 95661 A watching brief was carried out, 9–27
July 2015, during soil stripping for a SUDS basin for a new
housing development. No archaeological finds or features
were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Kirkwood Homes

Echt
East Finnercy, Echt
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 76763 04231 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 17 September 2015 of this 19th-century
farmstead prior to its demolition for housing. The granite
buildings were constructed prior to the 1st Edition OS map
and adapted and extended slightly prior to the 2nd Edition
OS map.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Veitchi Homes

Ellon
New Ellon Cemetery, Ellon
Evaluation
Samantha Hickman – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 968 313 An evaluation was carried out in September 2015
of an area to the W of Balmacassie Cottage in advance of the
establishment of a new cemetery. The only features recorded
were areas of rig and furrow cultivation.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Fetteresso
Allochie
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
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NO 86016 90900 A watching brief was carried out on
26 February 2015 during the soil strip for a single house and
driveway. The topsoil was 0.1–0.2m deep and there were
scars running across the whole field where the farmer had
cleared the site of heather, whins, gorse and large boulders
in the early 1980s. No archaeological finds or features were
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: David Moir

Blue Lodge, Ury, Stonehaven
Evaluation
Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NO 85598 87433 A 7% evaluation was carried out,
24 November – 12 December 2014, in advance of a housing
development on land NE of Blue Lodge. No archaeological
finds or features were recorded, despite the presence of
cropmarks in a field to the E of the current development.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: FM Ury Ltd

East Lodge, Ury Estate, Stonehaven
Excavation
Alison Cameron and Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NO 86609 87458 Following an evaluation, two trenches
were excavated at East Lodge prior to Phase 2b of a housing
development. One trench contained a prehistoric pit with
associated pottery. The larger trench contained three hut
circles with associated pottery, a virtually complete saddle
quern built onto a section of foundation, several pierced and
cup-marked stones including one with central cup mark and
concentric incised circles, decorated on both sides. The work
was undertaken 17 August – 8 September 2015.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: FM Ury Ltd

East Lodge: Cup- and ring-marked stone in situ
Stripeside Farm, Netherley
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 86750 96088 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 19 May 2015 of this early 19th-century farmstead
18
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prior to demolition of part of the buildings, and conversion of
the remainder of the buildings. The 1st Edition OS map shows
a cluster of buildings around an informal courtyard and at
least three phases of development were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Forbes Homes

Fetteresso/Maryculter
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route
Evaluation and excavation
Gary Savory, Magnus Kirby and Ewan MacNeilage – CFA
Archaeology Ltd
NO 87244 87498, NO 87022 90309, NO 8730 9188, NO 8734
9507, NO 87012 96942, NO 87050 97412 and NO 8717 8977
A programme of archaeological work was undertaken, March
– July 2014, along the route of the Balmedie to Tipperty
(Lot 4) fastlink section of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral
Route. Following evaluation, nine areas were identified as
requiring additional work, and a programme of strip and
map, followed by mitigation excavation was undertaken.
NO 87244 87498 (Area 001) A scatter of pits and other
shallow features of probable prehistoric date were identified,
along with a linear feature of modern date. A fragment of
flint, a heat spall which is not diagnostic of any period, was
recovered, along with a fragment of undiagnostic prehistoric
pottery. The ecofacts recovered from the features consisted
mainly of oak charcoal and hazelnut shell, and the presence
of hazelnut shell may be attributable to food processing
activities in prehistory. The features are suggestive of low
level prehistoric activity on or in the vicinity of the site;
it is possible that these features are outliers to the main
concentration of activity. The features did not appear to be
structural and their purpose is unclear, as they did not contain
sufficient quantities of artefacts to be considered as rubbish
pits for domestic activities or pits for the ritual deposition
of artefacts. The truncation of these remains is perhaps a
reflection on the level of post-improvement activity which
has taken place within this area, and cultivation furrows and
field drains were recorded during both phases of the work,
indicating that the landscape has been intensively utilised
during the post-medieval period.
NO 87022 90309 (Area 002) The SW quadrant of a possible
cairn at Fishermyre was excavated. The quadrant was
excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m at which point it
became evident the mound was not archaeological in origin
and the excavation was halted.
NO 87244 87498 (Area 003A) Four small features were
excavated and interpreted as stone-holes and therefore not
archaeologically significant.
NO 87244 87498 (Area 003B) Features identified during the
mitigation excavation correspond to Broomhill Farmstead,
dating from at least the middle of the 19th century and
subsequently demolished, and include stone surfaces, a
trackway, soakaways, drainage, and pits.
NO 8730 9188 (Area 4) Seven pits were uncovered which
were interpreted to probably originate from agricultural stone
extraction due to their irregular shape and a fill which was
very similar to topsoil. Shattered stone fragments found in
the fill of some of the features supported this interpretation.
An irregular meandering linear feature previously recorded
during the evaluation was interpreted as a palaeochannel
running roughly W/E through the trench. A further
palaeochannel was cut by rubble field drains. Field drains
were recorded during both phases of the work, indicating
that the landscape has been intensively utilised during the
post-medieval period.
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NO 8734 9507 (Area 5) A total of 32 irregular, oval and
circular pits of varying size were identified. These pits all
had a single fill of similar material to the topsoil, and were
identified as stone extraction holes for the purposes of
agricultural land improvement. Seven spreads of peaty sand/
silt were also excavated. These features were single context
deposits all localised within natural shallow depressions in
the natural geological substrate and it is likely that these
deposits were formed by natural processes of vegetation
and soil transformation. There were also cultivation furrows
present from earlier phases of agriculture.
NO 87012 96942 (Area 6) The SE quadrant of a possible
cairn at Stranog Hill was excavated. The quadrant was
excavated to a maximum depth of 0.7m at which point it
became evident the mound was not archaeological in origin
and the excavation was halted.
NO 87050 97412 (Area 7) Trenching identified a stone
surface which probably relates to a roofed building shown
on the 1st Edition OS map of 1868, relating to Wetshaw
Farmstead. No evidence of the pond, dam or sluice shown
on the maps survived.
NO 8717 8977 (Area 8) The features identified relate to
buildings associated with Backhill Farmstead in the 19th
century, and which were demolished some time before
1902. The findings indicate that the immediate environs at
Kempston Hill and the farmstead of Backhill were modified
in the 19th and early 20th centuries. No remains were found
which could be positively identified as the remains of either
building shown on the 1868 map, but the box drains serving
the buildings survived. A number of pits were also identified,
at least some of which may be the product of activities taking
place around the farmstead buildings, while others may be
the remains of stone-holes from stone extraction.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route
Watching brief
Peta Glew – Northlight Heritage
NO 88962 98627 to NO 89187 98827 (Newlands) and
NO 87206 96163 to NO 87354 96323 (East Crossley)
A watching brief was undertaken, 9 April – 7 May 2015,
during topsoil stripping at Newlands and East Crossley as
part of part of high pressure gas pipeline diversions for the
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: J Murphy and Sons Ltd

Fintray
Balbithan Prehistoric Landscape Project Season 5
Evaluation
Murray Cook and Hana Kdoleska – Rampart Scotland
NJ 8123 1778 This project aims to undertake five years of
keyhole excavation in and around the series of hut circles
and clearance cairns in Balbithan Wood. The work will be
undertaken with students and local volunteers.
In August 2015 we returned to the cairn feature sampled in
2014 and sampled a 40m diameter enclosure. The cairn was
built on a bedrock knoll and while it had no formal structure
its fill contained numerous pottery sherds and lithics.
The 40m diameter enclosure was revealed to have a
substantial stone bank, with extensive stone revetment. The
enclosure was subsequently levelled and had a longhouse

built on it. Pottery and a hammer stone were recovered from
its interior.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council and Murray Cook

Milton of Fintray
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 82920 16390 A building survey on 15 November 2014 at
Milton of Fintray recorded a fairly typical Aberdeenshire
improvement steading with four stone-built ranges set
around a central court. There was some sophistication
with a well-built central archway into the courtyard. It is
shown on the 1st OS map of 1865 and was probably built
between 1800 and 1865. A later OS map of 1899 shows some
alterations which can be identified in the surviving structure.
One half of the steading had previously been converted into
a dwelling and part of the remainder used as a workshop, so
few original internal details remained.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr D Moir

Fordoun/Strichen
Fordoun Sawmill, Fordoun and Clayfords Farm,
Strichen
Watching brief
Gary Savory and Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 96246 55827 and NO 74926 77688 Two watching
briefs were carried out, July and November 2014, during
groundwork for a single wind turbine and associated
infrastructure at Fordoun Sawmill and Clayfords Farm.
The sawmill is located at NO 74926 77688 within the
disused Fordoun Airfield, which was constructed during
WW2 as a two runway satellite to RAF Peterhead. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded at
either this location or at Clayfords Farm (NJ 96246 55827).
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Aberdeenshire Council SMR
Funder: GreenPower Ltd

Fordyce
Ley Farm, Fordyce
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 5359 6375 A watching brief was carried out on 12 August
2015 during topsoil stripping for a wind turbine, 200m from
the site of two stone circles (Gaulcross North and South)
and the findspot of the Gaulcross Hoard of Pictish silver. No
archaeological features or finds were recorded in an area that
had been heavily disturbed by agricultural activity.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Charles B Gray

Portsoy Catholic Chapel
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NJ 59013 65638 (NJ56NE 58) A photographic and measured
building survey was undertaken on 4 July 2015 of the
former Catholic Chapel at Portsoy (NJ56NE 58) prior to its
conversion to a house. A few features of interest inside the
building survived.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Birch
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Steading at Mains of Carnousie, Turriff
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 67027 50480 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 27 August 2015 of late 18th-century farm buildings
constructed around a central courtyard. The main buildings
were built in one phase for office and residential use with a
mill, and later converted for more general agricultural use.

NJ 71 64 A Roman gilt silver ram’s head terminal, probably
from a penannular bracelet, was found during metal detecting
near Macduff. It is 24mm long, weighs 4.93g, and seems to
have broken off accidentally. The field is known to contain a
later prehistoric settlement.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT236/14), allocated to Aberdeen
University Museums

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Annie Kenyon Architects Ltd

The Macduff Roman ram’s head. L 24 mm (Photo by Neil McLean,
copyright National Museums Scotland)

Garvock
Redford Farm
Watching brief
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 76220 70110 A watching brief was undertaken on
19 January 2015 during topsoil stripping for the hard standing
of a wind turbine. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Glass
Cairnborrow, Huntly
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group

Bell-cote and tower in the centre of the S wing at Mains of Carnousie

Foveran
Westfield, Foveran
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 97107 24136 A 5% evaluation was carried out, 12–13
October 2015, prior to a housing development. The field was
very boggy and there were many field drains and remains of
earlier rig and furrow cultivation marks.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Scotia Homes

Gamrie
Macduff
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
20

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

Hearth setting at Cairnborrow
NJ 4615 4240 A watching brief was carried out, August –
December 2015, during site clearance for an access road and
crane pads associated with construction of a new wind farm.
Topsoil stripping revealed 11 pit features, overall similar in
sub-oval shape and measuring c1m long. Their contents
suggested they may have been fire pits or hearths.
Further survey in the construction area also identified and
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recorded several new upstanding sites, mostly ephemeral
linear banks and one possible building. The banks appeared
to form the remains of early field boundaries or settlement,
predating the present field configuration. To the E side of the
development area, a cropmark was identified on modern aerial
photographs. It appears as an oval-shaped enclosure situated
on a hilltop, and is possibly a significant archaeological site.
It will not be affected by the present development and no
excavation was undertaken.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Cairnborrow Wind Energy Ltd

Glenbervie
East Town, Drumlithie
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 77036 84692 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 10 June 2015 prior to the redevelopment of this
steading complex for agricultural use. The 1st Edition OS map
shows buildings scattered around a central courtyard, and
over the late 19th and 20th centuries extensive development
included new wings and roofing the courtyard. The NE and
NW wings survive and at least five phases of development
were recorded including remains of a water-powered mill.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr J Eddie

Mergie House, Rickarton, Stonehaven
Standing building recording and watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 7963 8864 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out, 7–26 August 2015, prior to alterations and a two-storey
extension to this 16th-century tower house. A 19th-century
farm building was recorded and then demolished. At least
three phases of development of the house were recorded. The
area around the house had been disturbed previously and the
watching brief revealed no further structures or finds.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Vic and Pearl Peterkin

The E façade of the house showing tower added and 19th-century
extension including turret stair

Glenmuick, Tullich and Glengairn
Birchlea, Tullich
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 3886 9771 A watching brief was carried out, on 26 August
2015, during groundworks around a new house built in the
footprint of a mid-20th-century structure. No finds or features

of archaeological significance were recorded.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Alex Innes

Castle Island (Crannogs in NE Scotland: Ballater to
Banchory)
Excavation and submerged survey
Michael J Stratigos – University of Aberdeen
NO 44450 98930 This work was carried out, 16–31 October
2015, as part of a wider project investigating crannogs in NE
Scotland and forms a large part of the author’s PhD research.
Excavation aimed to establish the nature of Castle Island and
to identify contexts that might provide well contextualised
material for radiocarbon dating. A previous submerged
survey of Castle Island had indicated an artificial origin
below the waterline for the island.
Excavation was preceded by three days (16–18 October
2015) of submerged survey which again revealed the artificial
appearance of the submerged portions of Castle Island. Nine
timbers and six vertical driven piles were identified in the
water around the island in 1.5–2.5m of water. These features
were surveyed using DGPS.
A topographical survey was conducted over the whole
of the island (both above and below the waterline) using a
DGPS to take individual points with height data. This was
then used to create a digital elevation model of the island.
Two stone-built features were also identified and surveyed.
The first is a possible boat naust, of which a maximum of
two courses of stone work are visible on the surface. It is oval
in shape and measures 3 x 5m. The other is also of dry stone
construction, is more rectangular in shape, measures 3 x 7m,
and can be presumed to be later as it appears to reuse stone
and sits on top of consolidated material.
Five trial trenches were opened on the island. The first, a 1
x 1m trench, targeted the lower reaches of the mound, at the
approximate location of the former shoreline of Loch Kinord
(it was lowered in successive phases in the 19th century
by a total of c1m). This trench recorded c1m of apparently
eroded material, which had moved downslope. Below this
was a compact layer of dark sediment with frequent charcoal
inclusions, which overlay a sterile fine sand. The layer of
dark sediment is probably a midden layer at the edge of the
former island. Crucially, it reveals the height of the probably
scarped sides of the island.
Two other 1 x 1m trenches were placed in the central flat
area of the island. These trenches revealed that the topsoil
consistently contains charcoal. Both trenches came down
onto natural sands, gravel and cobbles after c0.2m of topsoil
and subsoil. These trenches clearly established the natural
origin of the island.
A fourth trench, measuring 3 x 2m with a 1 x 1m annexe,
was opened over the break of slope from the central flat area
to the side of the island. This trench revealed substantial
deposits and negative cut features including a 1.45m deep
pit. These contexts were half-sectioned and bulk samples
were taken for flotation. A 10 x 30mm fragment of a crucible
was recovered from this trench. It is thin walled and its fabric
is porous with the surfaces appearing to have been subject
to vitrification.
A final 0.5 x 0.5m trench was opened in a third location
on the central flat area of the island. This trench revealed an
anomalous slope to the underlying natural which appeared
to slope inwards towards the centre of the island.
The excavation results demonstrated that Castle Island is
not a crannog in the classic sense, as initially thought. Rather
it appears that large amounts of natural deposits have been
reworked and moved downslope giving the appearance of an
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artificial island below the waterline. The site is probably best
classified as an insular island motte.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Loch Davan (Crannogs in NE Scotland: Ballater to
Banchory)
Submerged survey
Michael J Stratigos – University of Aberdeen
NJ 4390 0088 This work was carried out on 20 September
2015, as part of a wider project investigating crannogs in NE
Scotland and forms a large part of the author’s PhD research.
The area identified in aerial photography as a possible
crannog, Loch Davan (in 1996), was thoroughly searched
on snorkel and the loch bed was probed with a bamboo
cane to feel for solid material that might be associated with
the crannog. The water in this portion of Loch Davan is a
maximum of 1m deep, but the loch has seen significant
infilling in the past 150 years. No evidence, either by probe or
by sight, for the crannog was encountered. However, it was
noticed that some reed beds and submerged vegetation in
this loch form circular groups of roughly 20–30m in diameter.
It is likely that the aerial photograph identified a group of
submerged vegetation.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Loch Kinord/Gardiebane Peninsula
Excavation
Michael J Stratigos – University of Aberdeen
NO 44450 98930 This work, 2–6 March 2015, formed
part of the Living by the Loch: human occupation and
landscape history at Loch Kinord Project, which sought to
add contextual information to the range of artefacts held in
Aberdeen University’s Marischal Museum Collections. The
work included an excavation on the Gardiebane Peninsula
and radiocarbon dating of two artefacts.
Located on the southern shore of Loch Kinord, the
Gardiebane Peninsula is recorded in the Canmore database
as building(s) and motte (NO49NW 11) at NO 4442 9990, and
as a possible promontory fort/motte in the Aberdeenshire
SMR. It is labelled on OS survey maps as a fort or earthwork.
The site is perhaps better classified as an inland water
promontory fort. It consists of two banks and ditches which
cut the peninsula off from the mainland. The inner bank rises
c3m above an outer ditch. The confused classification echoes
the lack of an obvious period to which to assign the site.
A topographic survey was undertaken using DGPS to
generate a dataset of points with height values. These points
were then used to create a digital elevation model.
Two trenches were excavated by hand. Initially, only a
single trench through the outer ditch and bank was to be
opened. The first trench (TT1) extended from the middle of
the outer bank to the middle of the outer ditch and measured
3 x 1m. It was decided at the closing of TT1, which produced
little potential for radiocarbon dating the earthwork, to open
a second trench through the inner bank and ditch (TT2).
This trench was also laid from the middle of the inner bank
to the middle of the inner ditch and measured 2 x 1m.
The excavations revealed that the bank is composed of
redeposited natural material, probably of glacial origin.
TT1 demonstrated that the outer ditch and related walling
appears to have been re-cut and the N-facing walling on
the inside of the outer bank relates to this later activity. In
TT2, a section was put through the bank which revealed
22
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the former land surface. A sample of carbonised wood from
this context was radiocarbon dated to 4295±35BP, or cal
3012–2878BC (95.4% probability – Poz-72769). This date
is not likely to represent an immediate terminus post quem
for the Gardiebane earthworks, rather it appears that the
inner bank was built on top of this Neolithic land surface.
The actual date for construction of the banks and ditches
remains unspecific, and by comparison to other similar
earthworks could date from the Late Bronze Age to the
early medieval period.
On the 14 May 2015 samples were taken from two artefacts
for radiocarbon dating. A sterilised small drill bit was used to
remove a sample from a logboat fragment. The radiocarbon
result was 1460±30 BP, or cal AD553–648 (95.4% probability
– Poz-71094). This date must be treated with caution and
some consideration given to the fragmentary nature of the
artefact, which did not enable the sample location to be
determined in relation to the ring-structure of the tree.
A small drill bit was used to remove a sample from a
wooden, probably oak, spearhead shaft. The radiocarbon
result was 2720±30 BP, or cal 918BC–811BC (95.4%
probability – Poz-71093).
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Aberdeen Humanities Fund

Milton of Whitehouse
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd

Milton of Whitehouse
NJ 41670 04110 A building survey was undertaken on
13 February 2015 of a derelict farmhouse prior to its demolition.
Superficially, Milton of Whitehouse would appear to be a
fairly typical, albeit well built, 1.5 storey farmhouse, with
a date stone that places its construction in 1841, and with
two abutting single-storey bothies on the W gable. However,
examination of the structural details of each section shows
a more complex development. The most significant feature
is the well-dressed chamfered stonework of some windows
and doors in the abutting single-storey buildings. These
chamfered stones are superior in workmanship to any of the
later stonework – for example around the openings in the mid19th-century farmhouse. In isolation they could be interpreted
as all having been salvaged from a higher status building
nearby. However, in association with a section of wall that
is c800mm thick instead of the 500–600mm thickness used
elsewhere, it appears that a small part of an earlier higher
status building has been reused. This is of particular interest
as the Aboyne Muniments include documents dated 1698
and 1795 which refer to a two-storey manor house named
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Milton of Whitehouse, which was already dilapidated in
1698 and which could therefore have been built in the early
17th century or before. It can reasonably be argued that the
early parts of the structure noted above are a remnant of the
earlier manor.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Findrack (Investment) Ltd

Mosstown Braes, Logie Coldstone
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 42290 04750 A building survey was undertaken on
21 February 2015 before the demolition of a 19th-century
farmhouse at Mosstown Braes. The building had been
destroyed by fire so few details survived. The site is shown
on the 1st OS map of 1868 but appears to have been restructured on a map of 1900, and the detailing of the door
and windows is consistent with a date in the second half of
the 19th century.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Findrack (Investments) Ltd

Prison Island (Crannogs in NE Scotland: Ballater to
Banchory)
Excavation and submerged survey
Michael J Stratigos – University of Aberdeen
NO 44350 99523 This work was carried out, 7–8 March and
16–31 October 2015, as part of a wider project investigating
crannogs in NE Scotland and forms a large part of the
author’s PhD research. A submerged survey was undertaken
of Prison Island, Loch Kinord, in March and measured the
extent of the rubble matrix that makes up the crannog. The
visibility conditions in the loch were exceptionally poor,
limiting the features identified to the rubble matrix only and
two horizontal timbers. One of these timbers, located on the
S side of the crannog, in 1.6m of water and emerging from
the rubble matrix, was sampled and radiocarbon dated. The
sample returned a date of 925±30 BP or cal AD1026–1170
and AD1176–1182 (95.4% probability – Poz–72879).
In October, the opportunity was taken to return to Prison
Island to excavate a 1 x 1m trench to test if there were
surviving archaeological deposits above the waterline. It
was discovered that only a peaty soil survives above the
waterline between the stones which make-up the rubble
matrix of the island. Below the waterline, the trench
revealed in situ charcoal-rich deposits which were sampled.
A fragment of charred roundwood was identified and will be
sent for radiocarbon dating.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Aberdeen Humanities Fund/Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland

Tullich Kirkyard
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NO 39054 97543 Following a ground penetrating radar
(GPR) survey at Tullich Burial Ground in 2013, as part of a
wider evaluation prior to the extension of the burial ground,
a further GPR survey was carried out, 18–20 August 2015,
within the graveyards. The primary aim of the survey was
to map any anomalies close to the church walls prior to
consolidation work. A secondary aim was to extend the 2013
survey to cover the whole burial ground given the wealth
of anomalies identified during the previous GPR survey and
subsequent excavations.

As expected the large number of burials across the
site dominated the results. However, several trends and
anomalies were detected within the outer graveyard and
showed correlation with a 1790 plan of a croft on the site
and its associated enclosures.
Numerous anomalies were also detected in the NE of
the inner graveyard. These were most evident within the
deeper depth time-slice maps. However, as with the outer
graveyard, the extensive burials across the area have resulted
in a confused data set. While a natural origin for these
anomalies cannot be dismissed, their form suggests they
may be archaeologically significant and show correlation
with the results from the 2013 survey.

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Huntly
Huntly Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 5321 4084 A watching brief was carried out on 4 December
2014 during the excavation of test trenches in the area to the
N of the castle bailey in order to locate the best position for
a new septic tank serving the castle’s public toilets. There
were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Huntly Castle
Standing building recording
Paul Fox and Luke Aspland – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 5320 4074 A programme of standing building recording
was carried out, 18–20 May 2015, on the suite of rooms
above the three cellars to the E of the palace block while
scaffold was being erected for remedial works, allowing
access to a previously inaccessible part of the castle.
A written, drawn and photographic record of the elevations
was produced.
Immediately E of the palace block is a range consisting of
three cellars entered from the castle courtyard with ruinous
rooms above of unclear function. There is a suggestion that
the central oblong space above the cellars may have served
as the castle chapel, and one of the aims of the survey was
to determine whether there was any architectural evidence
for this interpretation.
The cellars appear to be significantly older than the suite
of rooms above, dating to the mid-16th century. Although
in the rooms above there was little diagnostic evidence to
be found in the windows and their mouldings, in the W
wall of the central room there was a moulding which may
have been part of a doorway into the expanded E range.
The plain, raised moulding is indicative of a 17th-century
date and is found exclusively in the buildings of the E range,
which are considered to be the most recent buildings in
the castle. The style of moulding is seen on edge quoins,
windows and doorways.
No architectural evidence was found which could ascribe
a specifically ecclesiastical function to the space but the
arrangement (from W to E) of anteroom (entered from the
hall or main stair of the palace), central rectangular (E to
W aligned) space with three large S-facing windows, and
E chamber with its own external access could be interpreted
as anteroom/chapel/sacristy or vestry.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Inverurie

Kennethmont

Netherfield, Old Chapel Road, Inverurie
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 76450 22140 A standing building survey was undertaken
on 15 August 2015 prior to the demolition of a small
steading. Netherfield was built between 1867 and 1899 near
the edge of the town of Inverurie. The steading had been
L-plan, one range already having been converted. The N
wing was stone-walled and had a slate roof with dressed
granite skews and ball finials at the gables. Few internal
details survived but it appeared to have housed a cart bay
and stalls for three horses.

Leith Hall
Watching brief
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 54080 29780 A watching brief was undertaken, 14 October
2013 – 21 April 2015, on the line of a fire main trench across
the N lawn at Leith Hall. A shallow trench, possibly a hedge
line, 18m N of the wall of the hall, may relate to gardens
shown on an estate plan of 1758. The edging wall of a
19th-century garden bed and a path shown on plans of late
18th- and 19th-century date were also recorded.

Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: KN14 Ltd

Keithhall and Kinkell
Portstown, Inverurie
Excavation
Matthew Ginnever – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 78122 22800 An excavation was carried out, 23 March
– 24 April 2015, in advance of a residential development.
The excavation recorded extensive remains associated with
prehistoric settlement in the form of three roundhouses,
a possible souterrain and numerous associated pits
and postholes. The three roundhouses were very well
preserved and occupied the crest of a ridge running NW/
SE overlooking the Urie Valley and with views through to
mount Bennachie. Two of the roundhouses were formed
of double post-rings with stone paved ring ditches along
the eastern arcs. The third roundhouse was of a single
post-ring construction. All three were estimated to have
internal diameters of c13m. A significant amount of burnt
daub and vitrified slag was recovered from the structures,
indicating that they were destroyed by fire. All are thought
to date to between the Late Bronze Age and the Middle
Iron Age.
A single rectangular structure with a reveted stone
wall was located in the SW corner of the site and is also
thought to date to the Iron Age. Evidence for metalworking
activity and general domestic activities was also recovered
across the site. A number of associated clusters of pits and
postholes are all thought to relate to the settlement activity
on this site and the neighbouring site of Boynds Farm.

Archive: The National Trust for Scotland. Report: Aberdeenshire
SMR and the National Trust for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Wardhouse
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 56663 30574 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 26 June 2015 of the surviving wall of this
18th-century walled garden prior to its conversion to a house.
The wall and associated garden house are constructed of
sandstone with ashlar architectural elements including
gateposts, recovered from undergrowth, which have been
sympathetically cleared by the current owners. The estate
appears on Roy’s mid-18th-century map.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Learmonth

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Malcolm Allan Housebuilders Ltd

Kemnay
Craigmyle Farm Steading
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 74900 16220 (Canmore ID: 1003570 and SMR:
NJ71NW0207) A standing building survey was undertaken
on 20 July 2015 of a range of 19th-century steading buildings
prior to their demolition. The 19th-century U-plan steading
was typical of smaller Aberdeenshire improvement farms.
Few details remained but good stonework on one gable
suggests this was the original position of the wheel for a
water mill. This is supported by the position of a lade shown
on OS maps of 1864 and 1899.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE). Report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs M Still
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The garden house basement arched doorway; this room is floored
with flagstones and was the site of a heating boiler

Kincardine O’Neil
Canmore Place, Kincardine O’Neil
Evaluation
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 58900 99600 An evaluation was undertaken, 5–6 October
2015, on an area E and W of Canmore Place, on a site to the
S of the medieval village of Kincardine O’Neil, in advance
of a proposed housing development. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Snowdrop Developments (UK) Ltd

ABERDEENSHIRE
Kinneff

Lumphanan

Purlieknowe, Kinneff, Inverbervie
Watching brief
Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NO 84914 78360 A visual inspection on 27 May 2015 of
previously excavated trenches for a wind turbine on land
to the W of Purlieknowe recorded no finds or features of
archaeological significance.

The Houff (Crannogs in NE Scotland: Ballater to
Banchory)
Survey and excavation
Michael J Stratigos – University of Aberdeen
NJ 55057 02983 This work was carried out, 27–28 July
2015, as part of a wider project investigating crannogs in
NE Scotland and forms a large part of the author’s PhD
research. The Houff is a mound, c45 x 32m, located within
a wide basin formerly occupied by Loch Auchlossan. The
loch was partially drained in the late 17th century with final
drainage of the loch coming in 1868. The shore of the former
loch can be postulated at c145m ODN based on historical
accounts of the former extent of the loch. This is supported
by the recorded archaeology here, where no site within this
proposed shoreline dates to before the 18th century, with
the exception of The Houff and another site (NJ50SE 21),
interpreted as a trackway at the margin of the former loch
c200m away (DES 1989).
The site was surveyed using a DGPS to take random
individual points with associated height data across The
Houff and surrounding fields. A digital elevation model was
then created using this data. The survey collected 1100 data
points and shows that the top of The Houff is at 146m ODN,
making it a small island prior to the lowering and subsequent
drainage of Loch Auchlossan.
It was suspected on the basis that The Houff was a small
island within the former loch that it may be an artificial
island, rather than a fort or motte as recorded in the Canmore
database and the Aberdeenshire SMR. To test if the mound
was artificial, a single 2.8 x 1m trench was opened on the N
side of the mound. This trench revealed that the mound is
indeed artificial, composed entirely of an anthropogenic soil,
probably best described as a dark earth with sub-angular
cobbles throughout. This deposit was sitting atop a sterile
deposit of coarse sand which has been interpreted as being
the hard geology under the former loch. Charcoal samples
from the excavation have been analysed and show that
charred wood fragments from lower reaches of mound are
almost entirely alder.
The result of the excavation is a strong case for re-classifying
The Houff as a crannog.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr D Argo

West Mains of Barras, Stonehaven
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 83794 78840 A Level 1 building survey was carried out
on 9 September 2015 of this 19th-century farmstead prior
to its conversion to modern housing. The farm and mill
were originally constructed around a central courtyard. The
courtyard was later roofed and the buildings all converted
for animal use, with additional buildings added during the
20th century.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Anne Booth

Kintore
Broomhill, Midmill, Kintore
Evaluation
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 79070 14680 (Canmore ID: 1003571) An evaluation was
undertaken, 15–16 April 2015, prior to the development
of a small housing estate. A small assemblage of nondiagnostic flints and prehistoric pottery was found at
the S end of the site near the Tuach Burn. They were
all in disturbed contexts and no prehistoric features were
identified. The scatter of finds can be seen in relation to
the known prehistoric settlements to the E at Midmill.
Two small charcoal-filled pits were radiocarbon dated
to the 13th–14th centuries AD (SUERC-60681). Preserved
timbers in a silted palaeochannel were of early medieval
date (SUERC-60682).
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Tor Ecosse Ltd

Thainstone House Home Farm, Thainstone
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 76888 18594 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 24 June 2015 of this 19th-century home farm
prior to its conversion to housing. Most of the buildings
represent one building phase.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Gregor

Laurencekirk
Blackiemuir Avenue, Laurencekirk
Evaluation
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 70844 71272 (Canmore ID: 1003402) An evaluation was
undertaken, 25 May – 1 June 2015, on agricultural ground
at the edge of the village prior to a housing development.
Rig and furrow of probable 18th-century date was recorded.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of
the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Muir Homes Ltd

Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR (deposited) and National Record of
the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Marykirk
Balmaleedie Steading, Marykirk
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 68972 65085 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 15 December 2014 prior to the conversion of
the building to a steading. The condition of the building was
poor and all exterior features were recorded and part of the
interior.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Peterkin Homes

Caldhame Farmhouse, Luthermuir, Laurencekirk
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 6673 6869 Several phases of building were recorded on
7 August 2015 during this Level 1 standing building survey
of the steading at Caldhame Farm. The earliest phases are in
pink sandstone. Three armorial panels have been built into
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one of the walls and these may have come from Luther or
Caldhame Castle.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: David Carnegie

Spear Mill, Balmaleedie, Marykirk
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 68972 65065 A Level 2 standing building survey was
carried out, 15 December 2014 – 20 February 2015, of this
early 18th-century mill prior to its conversion to holiday lets.
There is a date stone ‘1738’ and another possibly ending ‘76’
built into a door jamb. There is a fragment of gravestone built
into an interior alcove. The SW gable is the former location
of the mill wheel and the lade is still running allowing little
access to that end of the building. At least nine mason’s
marks were recorded on this ashlar sandstone gable, all
based around an ‘X’.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Peterkin Homes

Meldrum

Details of the armorial panels recorded at Caldame Farmhouse
Hospital Shields Farm, St Cyrus
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 72633 67718 A watching brief was carried out 10 November
– 15 December 2014, during the construction of a single wind
turbine at Hospital Shields Farm. The excavation of the turbine
base, crane pads, access track and service tracks recorded no
finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr H Millar

Chapelpark, Oldmeldrum
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 81187 28096 A 5% evaluation was carried out, 11–12
September 2015, of a field at Chapelpark prior to a multi-use
development. The area had been intensively ploughed and
evidence of rig and furrow cultivation was found in one area
of the field.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Paterson

Forresterhill Farm
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 82640 29630 A standing building survey of a 19th-century
farm steading was undertaken on 31 July 2015 prior to its
demolition and the construction of new houses. The U-plan
stone steading was largely intact but obscured by modern
infill buildings of concrete and steel. Although an estate plan
of 1780 shows buildings on the site, the steading did not
appear to be earlier than the 19th century. A horse mill is
shown on the 1867 OS map beside the W range, and blocked
openings in the wall indicate the position of the mill. Cart
bays and a former chaumer were also identified.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of
the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr L Duncan

Midmar
Auchorrie, Midmar
Desk-based assessment and survey
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 66001 06451 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken on 2 October 2015 on the route of a
cable between the existing power line at Bandodle Hill and
a new substation on Bandodle Hill for the Auchorrie Wind
Farm. There are significant remains of settlement on the hill
from prehistoric to 19th-century in date. No known or new
features were recorded on the line of the cable trench.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Aegis Wind Turbines Ltd

Monquhitter

Spear Mill: The SW gable, former location of mill wheel with hole for
driveshaft; there are at least nine mason’s marks on this ashlar sandstone
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Garmond
Standing building recording
Stuart Farrell
NJ 8059 5244 A photographic and measured building

ABERDEENSHIRE

survey was undertaken on 27 March 2015 of the community
hall of Garmond, which was a former school (NJ85SW 29),
prior to its conversion to a house. A few features of interest
survived, including a well to the SE corner of the former
playground.

Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr and Mrs I Robertson

Monymusk
Pitfichie Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
The following features were recorded during fieldwork in
advance of forestry work.
NJ 6482 1605 – NJ 6454 1600 Cairn William This hollowway appears to be single track, though slumping of the banks
may have occurred through time. It appears to have been
abandoned by the time of the 1st Edition OS map, but may be
the route shown on the 18th-century estate plan as crossing
the ridge from E/W from Monymusk to Tulloch. Its E end
may have survived as the trackway noted below. However,
the W end of this track is also the point at which a 19thcentury track from Pitmunie, via Jenny’s Well, ends.
NJ 6513 1605 – NJ 6549 1593 Cairn William This cartwidth trackway appears to be that shown on the 1st Edition
OS map. However, its W end extends beyond the point
where the 19th-century track turned S. This extra stretch
may, therefore, relate to that noted above and be a survival
from the pre-modern route. The braiding at the E end of the
route suggests that it is well used. This feature appears to
be a former hollowed track, subsequently abandoned but
surviving as an earthwork feature.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

New Machar

Aden House showing detail of entrance hall revealed in 2015
Bogenjohn, White Cow Wood, Strichen
Watching brief
Hilary Murray and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 94240 51670 A watching brief was undertaken, 19–21
January 2015, during soil stripping associated with the
construction of the turbine sites and track for a wind farm at
Bogenjohn. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: White Cow Wood Wind Energy Ltd

Book of Deer Project
Excavation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology

Hillbrae Way, Newmachar
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 89029 19668 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 2–13 March
2015, on a 15ha area to the W of Hillbrae Way in advance of a
housing development. A total of 44 trenches were excavated
and these established that the fields have been intensively
cultivated, with evidence of rig and furrow cultivation as well
as more modern ploughing and subsoiling.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Stewart Milne Group

Old Deer
Aden House, Mintlaw
Excavation and standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 98030 47830 A small excavation and standing building
recording were undertaken, 2–15 July 2015, where
maintenance work had exposed part of a tiled floor in the
entrance hall of Aden House, a ruined 18th-century mansion
partially reconstructed in the 19th century. The entrance hall
is part of the building attributed to the Aberdeen architect
John Smith and built in c1832. The tiles, which may be
slightly later, were of a fairly plain geometric pattern. The
excavation exposed a fine slate skirting and steps which led
up into the house to an inner lobby, also originally tiled,
which appeared to be above a cellar filled in with rubble.

Small trench located between the gravestones targeted an
anomaly identified by the geophysical survey
NJ 9821 4755 (Aden Country Park) and NJ 97922 47690 (Old
Deer Parish Church) Continuing research, 2–8 September
2015, to find the early monastery of Deer focused activity
on two areas. Two trenches were excavated in Aden Country
Park investigating the remains of two stone structures by a
team of 29 archaeologists, Book of Deer members, students,
volunteers and members of Aberdeen Foyer Reach Project,
as well as staff and pupils from five local primary schools.
Structure 1 is a T-shaped foundation over which stones
were rolled to form what appears to be an ad hoc seating
area. A large stone ‘platform’ was uncovered. Local folklore
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

27

ABERDEENSHIRE

Aerial laser scans of Mither Tap (above) and Tap o’ Noth undertaken in 2015 (Copyright Forestry Commission Scotland, Aberdeenshire
Council and University of Aberdeen)
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suggests that this was an Episcopalian meeting house, and
the excavation and associated finds cannot definitively rule
out this interpretation.
Following further geophysical survey by Rose Geophysical
Consultants, four trenches were excavated on the exterior
of Old Deer Parish Church to identify anomalies identified
during the survey. The trench locations were limited by the
SAM area and also the presence of gravestones and burials
which were not disturbed during this work. The trenches
revealed mortar spreads which may have been giving the
geophysical readings in Trench 3 and a spread of stones in
Trench 4 but no archaeological deposits were recorded in the
other trenches.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Book of Deer Project and Aberdeenshire Council

Oyne
Bennachie Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
The following features were recorded during fieldwork in
March 2015 in advance of forestry work.
NJ 6559 2456 – NJ 6569 2465 Burn of Ryehill The course
of the pre-canalised stream can be followed by the lie of
the land and its water retentive quality. The canalised
burn lays slightly upslope from its original course. This
canalisation appears to represent a lot of labour for a
limited return (the thin strip of land lying between the old
course and a dyke).
NJ 6659 2358 Little Oxen Craig A small shelter with an
entrance in the corner is located above a trackway and a
well, which are both marked on the 1st Edition OS. The site
was reported by Mick and Donna Taylor.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Oyne/Rhynie
Mither Tap and Tap o’ Noth
Aerial laser scanning
Bruce Mann, Gordon Noble and Matt Ritchie – Aberdeenshire
Council Archaeology Service, University of Aberdeen and
Forestry Commission Scotland
NJ 682 224 (Mither Tap – NJ62SE 1) and NJ 484 292
(Tap o’ Noth – NJ42NE 1) A partnership between Forestry
Commission Scotland, The University of Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire Council enabled the high resolution Aerial
Laser Scan (or LiDAR) survey of the important Pictish forts
of the Mither Tap and Tap o’ Noth in March 2015. The
resulting terrain models will enable the detailed study and
visualisation of the forts in their wider landscape.
Bluesky International provided a series of 0.5m DSM
(Digital Surface Model) and DTM (Digital Terrain Model)
tiles. Forest Research then created a series of single files:
‘East’ (the Mither Tap and environs) and ‘West’ (Tap o’ Noth
and environs) both as 0.5m models each covering c10 km2
(and equating to 4 points per square metre); and, because
the raw point cloud data was so dense (often 30+ points per
metre) more detailed DSMs for the forts themselves (at 0.2m
or 25 points per square metre).
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Forestry Commission Scotland, University of Aberdeen
and Aberdeenshire HER
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service, University
of Aberdeen and Forestry Commission Scotland

Premnay
Tillymuick
Survey
Colin Shepherd – Bennachie Landscapes Fieldwork Group
NJ 6498 2448 The status of this hilltop settlement has been
questioned over recent years. In 1957 the OS reported over 50
hut circles on the hill and the site was accordingly scheduled.
More recent visits from RCAHMS and Historic Scotland have
suggested that no more than eight are visible but also note
that the interior is ‘choked with rank gorse, broom and
heather’. The survey in April 2015 entailed the clearance of a
limited area of undergrowth from an area shown on the 1957
survey to have contained various archaeological features.
This was followed by a plane table survey recording all
visible features in that area. The results, after taking account
of the large drift of magnetic N since 1957, suggests that,
within this limited area, the OS’s recorded features are still
largely visible. Moreover, rather than simply the hut circles
recorded by the OS, it might be suggested that further linear
features also survive. However, the surviving, above ground
evidence for most of these features is very slight and further
work would be required to confirm these findings.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council SMR

Rayne
Mastrick Farm, Old Rayne
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 69140 30400 A standing building survey was undertaken
on 1 October 2015 prior to the demolition of a 19th-century
steading. The buildings consisted of an L-shaped steading
with a later Dutch barn, a small water mill and a farmhouse.
No internal details survived in the steading or mill. The
farmhouse was of unusual design with a central bay flanked by
two unequal wings and having very narrow linking passages.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr S Milne

Rhynie
Rhynie (ACCORD Project)
Field observation and survey
Stuart Jeffrey and Mhairi Maxwell – Glasgow School of Art
NJ 49933 26490, NJ 4980 2715 and NJ 49749 26345 The
ACCORD (Archaeology Community Co-production Of
Research Data) Project was an Arts and Humanities Research
Council (AHRC) funded research project led by the Digital
Design Studio (Glasgow School of Art), with the University
of Manchester, RCAHMS and Archaeology Scotland, which
worked with 10 community groups across Scotland from
October 2013 to March 2015. The project aimed to co-design
and co-produce 3D digital data of heritage sites that are
of significance to the community groups and which they
wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with the Rhynie Woman
group based in Rhynie and Huntly, from 29–31 August 2014.
Together we modelled and recorded a standing stone with
Pictish symbols known as the ‘Craw Stane’, another Pictish
symbol stone in the town square and two headstones in the
Rhynie churchyard, one 18th-century and the other 19thcentury in date. We used the techniques of photogrammetry
and Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI).
Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council
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Rhynie Environs Archaeological Project
Excavation
Gordon Noble and Meggen Gondek – University of Aberdeen
and University of Chester
NJ 49749 26345 An evaluative excavation was undertaken,
15 August – 3 September 2015, on the entranceway of the
enclosure complex identified at Barflat, Rhynie in 2011–
2012. The excavation targeted the findspot of the Rhynie
Man, the entranceway to the complex on the E side and
a possible annexe enclosure. Parts of the inner and outer
ditch were also revealed and further slots were excavated
across the ditch system to retrieve additional material for
dating.
During the excavation of sections across the inner and
outer ditch numerous artefacts and burnt and unburnt
animal bone were retrieved from the outer ditch fills. The
inner ditch was much more sterile with only a fragment of a
crucible recovered.
The entranceway through the inner and outer ditch and
the outer wooden enclosure was found in the eastern part
of the trench. The entranceway through the outer enclosure
was c3m wide with small postholes set within the outer
plank/post wall marking the entry and perhaps supporting a
gateway. Much larger posts were set 2m further in from the
outer wall and perhaps supported a box rampart with upper
wall-walk. Numerous sherds of Late Roman amphora and a
nail-headed bronze pin were found within destruction layers
covering the remains of the outer enclosure wall.
Near the Craw Stane, a stone socket, measuring 1.3 x 0.9m,
was identified with stone packing on the N side of the feature
and animal bone within the basal fill on the S side. Midden/
destruction deposits were found infilling the upper fill of the
socket.
A possible annexe enclosure was identified to the N. It
consisted of a very truncated ditch or foundation for a turf

wall and was found to pre-date the outer enclosure.
Outside the annexe to the E was a small sub-circular pit
or remains of a sunken building. This measured 2.5–3m in
diameter and was filled with different sands, charred wood
and burnt turf/ash deposits. Fragments of Late Roman
amphora and two iron buckles were also found in the fills
of the feature.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
association with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Slains
Forvie Kirk, Newburgh
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NK 0204 2661 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 6 August 2015 in support of a SAM consent application
for repointing and repair of the structure. Plans and elevations
were drawn and a photographic survey completed. Areas
where walling required repair or stones had been removed
were highlighted.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Scottish Natural Heritage

St Cyrus
Mains of Bridgeton, St Cyrus
Watching brief
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 7782 6741 A watching brief was carried out on 17 April
2015 during work associated with the construction of a wind
turbine and ancillary works at Mains of Bridgeton. The area
was considered of interest as it lies close to known prehistoric
sites. A c1100m2 area was stripped in the SW area of the field
system. This revealed a high area of bedrock in the S of the
area, gradually turning into a clay deposit towards the N. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: SAC Consulting

Strathdon
Corgarff Parish Church, Corgarff
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 27931 08315 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 31 July 2015 of this 19th-century church prior
to its conversion to housing. It was constructed in 1834–5 of
pink granite. Windows were blocked in the late 19th century
when a new gallery was constructed.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr J Home

Strichen

Forvie Kirk: Stones from the interior walling have been removed to
create a fire setting
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High Street, Strichen
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 94760 55100 A standing building survey was undertaken
on 15 August 2015 of a cottage at 19–21 High Street, prior to
its demolition. The building was a single-storey stone-walled
cottage with a slate roof. It lay parallel to a lane, at right
angles to a larger building on the High Street frontage. It had
a central doorway flanked by windows and with a chimney
at each gable. A small later extension had been added at
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one end. No internal details survived as it had recently been
used as a storage shed.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Buchan Veterinary Clinics

Tarves
Hillhead of Tarves, Tarves
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 86620 31493 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 29 September 2014 prior to its conversion to housing.
Building 2, the cottage, had been heavily modernised but
Building 1, the steading, showed evidence of conversion for
use with a horse mill and then removal of the mill.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Jennifer Carr

Tyrie

within the fort of Cardean. One is a body sherd of a south
Gaulish Dragendorff 29 decorated bowl, the other the
handle of a south Spanish Dressel 20 amphora. The latter
bears a post-firing graffito. It is damaged by ploughing, but
appears to read IANI, perhaps the ending of a name which
is otherwise lost.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT233/14), allocated to National
Museums Scotland

Arbroath and St Vigeans
Arbroath
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 68 44 Seal matrix with inscription.

Accessioned into Arbroath Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.220)
Funder: Angus Council

South Nittanshead
Watching brief
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 86880 54010 A watching brief was undertaken on 30 April
2015 during ground stripping for a wind turbine base and
access track. The track crossed the possible location of a
Bronze Age cairn thought to have been removed in the 19th
century. No traces of the cairn were found and no other
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE). Report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Muirden Energy LLP

Udny
Pitmedden House
Survey
Hilary Murray and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 88595 28113 A survey was carried out on 15 January 2015
during work at Pitmedden House. Demolition of a 1950s
carpenter’s workshop built against the outer face of the NE
corner of the 17th-century garden wall at Pitmedden House
revealed partial foundations of an earlier building on the
site. The 1st and 2nd OS maps suggest that an apparently
timber building of 1867 may have been rebuilt by 1899.
However, the irregularity and projection of some of the basal
stones of the garden wall where it would have been hidden
by a building, perhaps suggest that there may have been
a building here, of stone or with stone foundations, from
the time the garden wall was built in the 17th century. The
structure appears to have been a mill with a diversion of the
burn forming a lade outside the N gable, as shown on the
1867 and 1899 OS maps.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland. Report: Aberdeenshire
SMR
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

ANGUS
Airlie
Cardean
Casual find
Fraser Hunter and Colin Wallace – National Museums Scotland
NO 28 45 Two sherds of Roman pottery were found casually

Auchmithie Seal Matrix

Brechin
Aldbar
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 58 57 A Middle Bronze Age flanged axehead/chisel
fragment was found during metal detecting near Craigend
of Aldbar. L (surviving) 45mm. This diminutive flanged
axehead or chisel appears to have been considerably reduced
in length as a result of heavy use and repeated reworking of
the blade, reaching the point where much further working of
the cutting edge would have been impossible.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 097/15), allocated to Brechin Town
House Museum

Brechin Flood Prevention Scheme
Watching brief
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 5997 5971 (Zone 1), NO 6028 5944 (Zone 2), NO 6058
5933 (Zone 3) and NO 6089 5942 (Zone 4) A watching brief
was carried out, 5 January – 17 February 2015, along the
River South Esk for the Brechin Flood Prevention Scheme.
The watching brief was undertaken in four separate zones
and revealed substantial archaeological features relating to
the development of a 19th-century paper mill complex and
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bleach works. The features included a mill lade, stone and
brick walls, brick floors, a cobble path and several machine
bases. Though heavily truncated, the excavation of several
trial pits revealed that archaeological remains survived to a
depth greater than 1m.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Angus Council

Cortachy and Clova
Glencally Mill, Glen Prosen
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 35720 62970 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 28 July 2015 of this 19th-century watermill
prior to its conversion to housing. Part of the wheel
mechanism was in situ, as was the wheel pit. Three phases
of development were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr J Boath

Dun
House of Dun
Watching brief
Robert Lenfert – Cameron Archaeology
NO 67051 59463 (NO65NE 61) A watching brief was
undertaken, 26 February – 3 March 2015, during the digging
of small trenches for kerbing and drains along the S entrance
drive to the House of Dun in advance of resurfacing works.
Gallows Knowe lies within 37m of the drive. No archaeological
features or finds were found during the monitoring.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

House of Dun Mausoleum
Standing building recording
Charlotte Francoz and Olivia Lelong – Northlight Heritage
NO 66762 59850 A standing building survey was carried

out, October – December 2013, of the B-listed House of Dun
Mausoleum. The survey included desk-based research plus
fieldwork consisting of analysis, photography and terrestrial
laser scanning of the structure. The survey has identified
evidence for four main phases of the building’s development:
Phase 1: Medieval (late 14th-century origins)
Phase 2: Remodelling and repair in the early 18th century
Phase 3: Conversion to a mausoleum
Phase 4: Modern maintenance and repairs
The building preserves evidence of its medieval fabric in
the E elevation and parts of the N and S, with other features
in the burial vaults and W gable that may be original. The
documented remodelling and repairs, which took place in the
early 18th century, are evident in raised walls and enlarged
window apertures. The conversion to a mausoleum involved
dismantling the western part of the structure, levelling and
raising walls, creating an additional burial chamber and
inserting barrel vaults. The vaults contain several burials of
Erskine family members.
The building has several pressing conservation issues,
including a cracked asbestos butterfly roof, inadequate
drainage provision, inappropriate finishes and the degraded
state of the burials. A report was written which provides
an assessment of the assets and proposes strategies for
conservation, evaluation and restoration/repair work.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

House of Dun Mausoleum
Watching brief and standing building recording
Peta Glew – Northlight Heritage
NO 66762 59850 A watching brief was carried out, 3 December
2014 and 27–28 January 2015, during conservation work
and related excavations at the House of Dun Mausoleum.
Several minor findings in the roof space of the building and
the discovery of a N aisle/laird’s loft to the N led to some
alterations to the previously outlined phasing of the structure.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Glencally Mill showing the wheel pit covered by small stone roofed lean-to (foreground)
32

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

ANGUS
Mill of Dun
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 667 592 (NO65NE 58) A watching brief was carried
out, 20–24 October 2014, during work associated with the
realignment of the A935 road at the Mill of Dun. The site lies
within the National Trust for Scotland property boundary which
encompasses the House of Dun and its designed landscape.
The removal of topsoil on the S side of the A935 revealed
evidence of the former edge of the Montrose Basin in the
form of a layer of dark mottled silty loam. Other geological
deposits included a layer of cobble sized stones and silty
sand deposits. The truncated walls of the demolished
Dunmill Cottage, plus modern service cables and metalling
for a track to the cottage were also recorded. The cottage
had been located on a low natural mound and made ground.
A watching brief was not undertaken on the N side of the
road as ground reduction was not required in that area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Angus Council

Farnell
Kinnaird Park
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 62 57 Fragment of lead papal bulla comprising
approximately half of the complete bulla. The obverse shows
lettering BE/DIC/PP. The reverse shows an image of St Peter.
It is 14th-century in date.
Accessioned into Brechin Town House Museum collections (B2014:40)
Funder: Angus Council

Forfar
Former Chapel Park School, Academy Street, Forfar
Standing building survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 45920 50659 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out, on 27 May 2015, of this early 19th-century
school prior to its conversion to housing. Wings were added
to the main school building in the late 19th century with a
gymnasium also added around this time.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Angus Council

Glamis
Glamis Castle Grounds
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 38 48 Lead seal matrix comprising of stalk and circular
base. The matrix has a central shield surrounded by foliage
and lettering. The ribbed stalk has a trefoil finial. It is 16–17thcentury in date.
Accessioned into Meffan Museum and Gallery’s museum
collection (F2015.4)
Funder: Angus Council

Glenisla
Wester Derry Farm, Cottertown
Watching brief
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 22237 54060 (centred on) A watching brief was
undertaken on 10 October 2014 during ground-breaking work
associated with the construction of a single wind turbine.

The 30 x 20m area consists of open rough pasture on a hill
top adjacent to ruined croft buildings of presumed late 18th-/
early 19th-century date. A dry stone retaining wall associated
with the croft was partially exposed, together with a small
clearance cairn and a midden deposit containing a quantity
of earthenware and whiteware fragments. These remains
were reburied and the boundary of the development area
altered to preserve them in situ.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: RM Energy Ltd

Inverkeilor
Lunan Bay
Metal detector finds
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 68 51 Lunan Bay Copper-alloy buckle, cast from single
piece of metal. Zoomorphic (hoop shape with animal heads
at ends of pin). C1200. Accessioned into Montrose Museum
and Art Gallery collection (M2014.117).
NO 68 51 Lunan Bay A copper-alloy mount, a four
sided pellet shape with a zoomorphic head with recessed
dot eyes. There is a snake shape engraving along the side,
with an extension on one side suggesting fastening. C1200.
Accessioned into Montrose Museum and Art Gallery
collection (M2014.118).
Funder: Angus Council

Redcastle
Casual/metal detector finds
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 68 51 Redcastle Assemblage from midden which includes
animal teeth and bone, shells, medieval pottery sherds, a
thimble and metal toy fragment and a collection of coins
dating from 1460–1560.
Accessioned into Montrose Museum and Art Gallery collection
(M2013.63 – M2013.73)
Funder: Angus Council

Kinnell
Hattonmill Farm, Frockheim
Evaluation and excavation
Gary Savory and Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 618 501 An aerial photograph shows a number of potential
archaeological sites at Hattonmill Farm (NO65SW 31).
Following the de-scheduling of the area and the rectification
of this aerial photograph, a trial trenching evaluation took
place covering 2084m², around 10% of the area. One ring
ditch house was revealed, as were the possible remains
of three others. Part of what may be a pit alignment was
identified. A number of other features were recorded.
Later, an archaeological excavation identified a suite of
pits, some of which contained Neolithic pottery, and two
curvilinear ditches. Some of the pits formed discrete clusters,
but no obvious patterns or structures could be discerned.
This work was carried out September 2014 – March 2015.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Geddes Group

Kirriemuir
Kirriemuir
Casual/metal detector finds
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
The following items were recovered from the parish of
Kirriemuir:
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NO 40 53 Kirriemuir An Edward I silver long cross penny,
minted in Canterbury. Accessioned into Kirriemuir Gateway
to the Glens Museum collections (K2015.3).
NO 40 53 Kirriemuir An Edward I silver long cross
penny, dated 1307–1309, minted in Durham. Accessioned
into Kirriemuir Gateway to the Glens Museum collections
(K2015.2).
NO 40 54 Kirriemuir A silver fede ring which has been
cast and the details of a pair of clasped hands have been
added by engraving. The ring is worn and has remains of
engraved lettering beginning ‘IHES’ and ending with ‘RUS’.
14th century. Accessioned into Kirriemuir Gateway to the
Glens Museum collections (K2015.1).

Logie Pert
Montrose
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 66 56 A gold finger posy ring with quatrefoil flowers
and lozenges design. Remains of enamelling can be seen in
design. Ring interior engraved with legend ‘MY AFFECTION
MY AFFLICTION’. 17th century.
Accessioned into Montrose Museum and Art Gallery collection
(M2015.15)
Funder: Angus Council

Funder: Angus Council

Mains of Glasswell
Casual/metal detector finds
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 40 54 Mains of Glasswell 47 medieval coins found at
Mains of Glasswell, Kirriemuir by 9 separate finders. 45 of
the coins found are common English issue, Edward I dating
1310–1314. Of these eleven are English pennies issued in
Berwick, Bury St Edmunds, Canterbury, Durham, Lincoln,
London, Newcastle, and York. The other two coins are an
Irish Edward I penny and a Scottish John Baliol penny.
Accessioned into Kirriemuir Gateway to the Glens Museum
collections (K2014.128–174)
Funder: Angus Council

17th-century gold finger posy ring

Maryton
Montrose
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 68 56 Fragment of metal socketed axehead. The axe has
been fractured in antiquity revealing the internal socket. Late
Bronze Age.
Accessioned into Montrose Museum and Art Gallery collection
(M2015.16)
Funder: Angus Council

Monifieth

Kirriemuir Coin Hoard

Liff and Benvie
Woodside Road, Liff
Standing building recording
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 3329 3314 (centred on) A standing building survey
of 1 Woodside Road was undertaken, on 6 May 2015, in
advance of conversion work. The building is a two-storey
house dating from 1885 with an outbuilding of possible
18th-century origin (an inn of this period reputedly stood
near the site). A basic photographic survey was carried out
of the main building, which was being converted into two
houses, with a Level 1 survey of the outbuilding, which was
scheduled for demolition. An Edwardian postbox located
in the W external elevation of the outbuilding was also
photographed prior to removal.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: West Developments (Scotland) Ltd
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Ardownie
Excavation assemblage
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 4930 3410 A collection of 22 pieces of pink agate stones
used as raw material for lithic reduction recovered during
an archaeological intervention. Sixteen are debitage artefacts
and four are lithic core pieces. A total of 16 are debitage,
3 are lithic flake fragments, 5 are semi-finished pieces, and
8 are chips. The 4 core pieces are of various reductions: 2 are
irregular, 1 is bipolar and 1 is intermediate. The wear on
some agate pieces indicates that they were used as tools but
not specifically modified after initial manufacture. Mesolithic
in date.
Accessioned into Signal Tower Museum collections (A2014.352)
Funder: Angus Council

Wellbank Wastewater Treatment Works, Monifieth
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 48752 33489 A watching brief was carried out, in
January 2014, during work along a 250m section of a new
rising main between Wellbank Pumping Station and Hatton
Water Treatment Works. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.

ANGUS

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Scottish Water

Montrose

piercing the feet, cast in silver. Fragment from a medieval
figurine of Christ. 13th–15th century. Accessioned into Signal
Tower Museum collections (A2014.345).

Montrose
Casual finds
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
The following items were found in the parish of Montrose:
NO 72 58 French jetton 13th–14th century. Accessioned into
Montrose Museum and Art Gallery collection (M2015.53).
NO 69 59 British-Romano Fibula Brooch. T-shaped brooch
cast from a solid piece of copper alloy. Body has teardrop
motif with blue enamelled ring and dot design. The arms
are enamelled with pairs of blue crescents. 1st–2nd century.
Accessioned into Montrose Museum and Art Gallery
collection (M2014.116)
Funder: Angus Council

East Haven: Fragment of medieval figurine

Roman fibula brooch

Oathlaw
Wardmill
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 45 54 Copper alloy dress pin with a conical head,
engraved with several lines. There is an engraved spiral line
finishing with an engraved ‘X’ on the shank, immediately
below pin head. 12th–13th century.
Accessioned into Meffan Museum collection (F2015.3)
Funder: Angus Council

Panbride
Arbroath/East Haven
Casual/metal detector finds
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
The following items were recovered from the parish of
Panbride:
NO 59 36 Arbroath Cast lead alloy button with flower
petal design surrounded by circular border. Accessioned into
Arbroath Signal Tower Museum collections (A2014.222).
NO 59 36 Arbroath Round metal button with decorative
circular design around the edge with the number 16 in the
centre. Accessioned into the Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.225).
NO 59 36 Arbroath Piece of a knife pommel in shape
of animal form. Accessioned into Signal Tower Museum
collections (A2014.226).
NO 58 35 East Haven Pair of crossed feet with central hole

NO 59 36 East Haven Double loop rectanglular shaped
buckle cast in copper alloy with pin, with one of its short
edges pointed outwards to form triangular shaped outer edge.
c16th–17th century. Accessioned into Signal Tower Museum
collections (A2014.238).
NO 59 36 East Haven Medieval buckle cast in copper alloy
and formed for the end of a strap piece, hexagonal shaped
with single loop and ornate edging. The bar is degraded
and off-centre; the metal pin is missing. c12th–14th century.
Accessioned into Arbroath Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.237).
NO 59 36 East Haven Single loop buckle cast in copper
alloy with trapezoidal frame and angled bar across its
centre. The metal pin for the buckle is missing. c18th–19th
century. Accessioned into Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.236).
NO 59 36 East Haven Medieval end plate cast in copper
alloy and formed for the end of a strap piece. c13th–14th
century. Accessioned into Arbroath Signal Tower Museum
collections (A2014.235).
NO 59 36 East Haven Medieval multi-dimensional pin head
cast in copper alloy with multiple diamond and triangular
shaped sides. The pin has broken off just beneath the pin
head. c13th–14th century. Accessioned into Arbroath Signal
Tower Museum collections (A2014.234).
NO 59 36 East Haven Knife pommel fragment cast in
copper alloy and shaped in animal design. 15th–16th century.
Accessioned into Arbroath Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.233).
NO 59 36 East Haven Bowl from tobacco pipe made from
clay with traces of copper alloy. There is no maker’s mark
present. c17th century.
NO 59 36 East Haven Bone knife handle carved from a
rectangular piece of bone or antler with a hole in the centre
where the knife blade would have been attached. Unadorned.
Accessioned into Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.231).
NO 59 36 East Haven Medieval thimble or sewing
ring cast in copper alloy, topless and crushed. c13th–14th
century. Accessioned into Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.230).
NO 59 36 East Haven Blue ring-shaped glass bead of 10mm
in width, broken into two pieces. Accessioned into Signal
Tower Museum collections (A2014.229).
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NO 59 36 East Haven Double loop oval buckle cast
in copper alloy. The metal pin for the buckle is missing.
c16th–17th century. Accessioned into Signal Tower Museum
collections (A2014.228).
NO 59 36 East Haven Flat, thin copper alloy button,
engraved with shield design depicting the Arbroath burgh
arms with crown at the top and the letters ‘A’ and ‘V’
signifying the Arbroath Volunteers. The maker’s mark
‘George’ is engraved on the reverse. c1700s. Accessioned into
Signal Tower Museum collections (A2014.227).
NO 59 36 East Haven Copper alloy button with central
circle containing a number 6 over the letters R.V.B, and
topped by a crown. Accessioned into the Signal Tower
Museum collections (A2014.224).
NO 59 36 East Haven Fragment of knife pommel.
Accessioned into Arbroath Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.223).
NO 59 36 East Haven Fragment of lace chape made
from copper alloy with seam running full length of chape.
Accessioned into Arbroath Signal Tower Museum collections
(A2014.221).

Funder: Angus Council

ARGYLL AND BUTE
Ardchattan and Muckairn
Allt Garraich
Tramrail bridge
Matt Ritchie – Forestry Commission Scotland
NM 9361 4051 (NM94SW 36) In the 1950s, following the
introduction of buses for public transport, all of the uplifted
tramrails from Liverpool were purchased by the Forestry
Commission. Sets of rails were laid side by side and concrete
was poured over them to form a slab. At least 600 small
forestry road bridges are thought to have been constructed
across Britain very quickly and at very low cost.

Image of the tramrail bridge, Allt Garraich
Benderloch
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 90597 38187 A watching brief was undertaken, 17–27
March 2015, during a controlled topsoil strip in advance of
the construction of a housing scheme. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Funder: TSL Contractors Ltd

Loch na Beithe Cottage
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 91567 34974 A watching brief was undertaken on 5 June
36
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2015 during a controlled topsoil strip in advance of the
construction of a housing scheme on land E of Loch na Beithe
Cottage. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Funder: Mr Powell

Taynuilt
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NN 00 31 A very worn flat ‘axehead’, possibly an unfinished
axe or axe-shaped ingot; approximately triangular plan;
not analysed but almost certainly copper. L:62mm. This
rather diminutive blade superficially has the appearance of
a flat axehead but it is not readily classifiable. The apparent
roughness of the casting and the absence of indications
of obvious post-casting treatment (in particular the poorly
developed `cutting edge’ and irregularity of the sides)
instead suggest that this object was either unfinished when
deposited, or may simply have been a simple axe-shaped
ingot. Although it is not readily classifiable, a date around
the transition from copper to bronze-working might be
in keeping, around 2200/2100 BC. Despite the potential
importance of the region to the metal supply chain during
the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age, relatively few actual
finds of metalwork are known from Argyll making this a
useful addition to a limited inventory of material.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 027/15), allocated to Kilmartin
Museum

Ardchattan and Muckairn/Glenorchy and
Inishail
Ben Cruachan Hydro Power Station to Dalmally
Substation Overhead Line
Walkover survey and excavation
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 0800 2773 – NN 1422 2939 The walkover survey,
March – June 2015, along the route of a overhead power
line visited two previously known sites in the vicinity of
proposed construction work. These were an area of rig and
furrow and a field bank, and an area of rig and furrow
and a possibly related tumbled rectangular stone-walled
structure.
A bank was also identified during the survey. A section of
the bank was excavated and recorded, and it was concluded
that it is a post-medieval field boundary. The survey also
found an extensive area of rig and furrow, as well as a
large dry stone enclosure. Two possible cairns were also
identified, both were overgrown and fairly small, with a
maximum diameter of 3m, and both are suggestive of field
clearance activity. Sites in close proximity to the works
were demarcated and no further mitigation was required.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and WoSAS
Funder: Iberdrola Engineering and Construction and Balfour
Beatty Utility Solutions Ltd

Arrochar
A82 Tarbet to Inverarnan Upgrade
Watching brief
Robert McMorran – Neo Environmental
NN 32041 10629 A total of 120 trial pits were scheduled
to be excavated, 11–20 November 2014, as part of the
preliminary site investigation. Of the 120 trial pits, 27
required archaeological monitoring. However, seven test
pits were cancelled due to poor access. The 20 trial pits
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that were monitored measured on average 3.0m by 0.6m in
plan. Depths of natural varied from 0.07–3.60m. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Funder: Environmental Scientifics Group

Arrochar/Luss
Tarbet Isle (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey and Mhairi Maxwell – Glasgow School of Art
NN 32882 05398 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March
2015. The project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D
digital data of heritage sites that are of significance to the
community groups and which they wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with a group that was
excavating medieval remains on Tarbet Isle on a community
excavation run by Northlight Heritage with professional
archaeologist Heather James, from the 21–23 October 2014.
This group included two American-Scots who claim roots to
the Clan MacFarlane and volunteer amateur archaeologists.
Employing the technique of photogrammetry, we 3D
recorded and modelled the excavated trenches on the
island, which have uncovered the foundations of a building
dating to the medieval period and a 1612 plaque built into
the church wall at Luss (NS 36100 92865), dedicated to
clan chieftain, John MacFarlane.

Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Campbeltown
Gort na H-ulaidhe Chambered Cairn
Laser scan survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 745 268 (NR72NW 3) A laser scan survey of the horned
long cairn of Gort na H-ulaidhe, was undertaken, 5–6 March
2015, for conservation management purposes. The survey was
undertaken using a Trimble FX laser scanner, the survey was
controlled using spherical targets, located using a Trimble S6
total station working on a local grid. Interpreted detail was
surveyed in the field using the Trimble S6 total station, on the
same grid as the control survey, allowing interpretation to be
overlain on the laser scan data.
The façade, at the E end of the cairn comprises a crescentic
arrangement of orthostats 10m N/S by 5m E/W, six of which
remain in situ; a seventh stone has fallen out of place on
the S horn of the cairn. The main chamber is c6m long,
composed of four large upright slabs; a septal stone separates
the first and second slabs into two chamber compartments.
A rubble hollow to the W of the chamber is probably the
result of robbing or digging. The main chamber is encased
in a roughly circular rubble mound, standing to over 2m
in height. Several large slabs immediately to the W of the
chamber may be displaced cap stones.
A second chamber is located 7m S of the main chamber, it
is 4m in length and entered from the S side of the cairn. The
orthostats stand to 1.1m in height. The cairn surrounding

Gort na H-ulaidhe cairn – AOC orthoimage 2015 (Copyright AOC Archaeology Group)
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chamber 2 has been heavily robbed and little cairn material
survives in situ; a curving bank on the N side of the cairn
between chambers 2 and 3 is probably the result of quarrying
the cairn body, although it is also possible that the level
terrace created by this bank represents the remains of a later
building.
Chamber 3 is also accessed from the S side of the cairn and
comprises five upright orthostats. It is likely that the N end
comprises a further small chamber entered from the N side of
the cairn suggested by one fallen and one standing orthostat.
Chamber 5 is comprised of two large threshold orthostats
forming an entrance into a chamber 2.5m in length, accessed
from the N. The E side is formed by one large slab 1.2m in
length but the W side of the chamber is missing.
The edges of the cairn are relatively clear, though
surrounded by rubble spread, and on the S side at the W end
of the cairn a short length of low coursed walling, probably
the original kerb is visible. Rubble mounds surround the cairn
on the N and S sides, probably largely collapse or debris from
stone robbing. However, a small mound 10m SE of the cairn
contains some earthfast stones and may be a satellite feature.
A small ruinous farmstead and enclosure (NR72NW 39)
is located 100m to the W, and may account for much of the
stone robbing of the cairn.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

of The Pantry. No deposits or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Funder: Marine Harvest

Craignish
Dun Mhuilig, Ardfern
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 77883 01890 – NM 77928 01907 A watching brief was
undertaken on 1 September 2015 during the excavation of
a trench to accommodate a new underground power line to
a refurbished house at Dun Mhuilig, near the shore of Bagh
Mhuilig. The trench ran close to a cross base (NM70SE 22)
and a cup-marked rock (NM70SE 25) but nothing of
archaeological significance was encountered in the trench.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: SSE

Dunoon and Kilmun
Castle Toward
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry

Cardross
Cardross
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NS 34 78 A Roman copper-alloy medallion of Clodius Albinus,
governor of Britain from AD192–7, was found during metal
detecting near Cardross (identification by Sam Moorhead,
British Museum). This is a rare and highly significant find
which may well be a diplomatic gift from Albinus to a local
leader in an attempt to secure the area before he withdrew
troops from the frontier zone in AD196 for his ultimately
unsuccessful campaign against Septimius Severus for control
of the empire.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 140/14), allocated to Argyll and
Bute Museums

The Manse, Cardross
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 3497 7727 A watching brief was carried out, 19–20
August 2015, during ground reduction and excavation of
foundation trenches for building extensions. In general the
work indicated that both extension areas had been subject
to widespread disturbance from either earlier extensions
or the insertion of services pipes. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment. Report:
WoSAS
Funder: Mr and Mrs G Wilson

Colonsay and Oronsay
The Pantry
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 39415 94009 A controlled topsoil strip was undertaken,
19–20 October 2015, in advance of the construction of an
office/workshop, storage area and septic tank, on land NE
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Castle Toward Summer House
NS 11858 68894 This is an unroofed octagonal tower at an
elevation of 110m that stands on the edge of a high steep
bank in a bend of the river that runs S through the grounds
of Castle Toward. It is shown as a Summer House, roofed,
on the OS 6" map (Argyllshire, Sheet CXCIV 1869, surveyed
1864–65) but not on later maps. A survey of the site was
undertaken on 10 February 2015.
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Craigcoll farm cottage
The walls stand all round to 2.30m, probably the original
wall height to roof level. The walls are 0.65m wide. Each
wall is c1.75m long externally and c1.25m long internally and
makes an angle of 45º with each adjacent wall. A narrow
side track off the main path leads to it through an area thickly
covered with trees and rhododendrons. It is on a raised area
with seven stone steps leading up to the entrance. The door,
0.95m wide, is in the wall facing 340º. The wall on the E side
facing 70º, perpendicular to the doorway, has a window that
is splayed inwards, of inside width 0.73m and outside width
0.43m. Its base is 0.90m from ground level. It is 0.85m high
and is surmounted by a stone lintel. At the outside wall it has
a triangular arch. In the wall facing 205º, towards the river, is
a large window the full width of the wall and extending up to
roof level. Its base is c0.5m above the ground. The other five
walls are featureless.
Craigcoll, Glen Finart
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 16912 91014 and NS 16888 91081 On the N side of Glen
Finart, 230m NE of Sligrachan Farmhouse, is a ruined
unroofed farm cottage, the walls standing up to roof height.
On the OS 6" map (Argyllshire, Sheet CLXIV 1869, surveyed
1865) it is shown as roofed, with two yards or enclosures
attached on its E side. It faces approximately SW. A burn
runs SW on the E side of the enclosure then continues SE to
meet the Glen Finart Burn E of Sligrachan farmhouse. On the
1889 revision of the 6" map the cottage is still roofed and the
enclosure is present. A footpath leads from the farmhouse
directly to the first cottage, crossing the Glen Finart Burn
on a footbridge. A survey of the site was undertaken on 17
March 2015.
A second ruined unroofed house lies uphill c80m to the
NNW on clear ground within a forestry plantation. Two
enclosures bounded by large boulders are adjacent to it on
the E and SE. The 1865 OS 6" map shows a sheepfold with
four compartments, two large with two smaller attached on
the W side, but no house. The 1898 revision shows that the

enclosures have been modified and at the location of the S
small enclosure is a house, which is shown roofed.
The farm cottage The cottage faces 230º or roughly SW. It
is unroofed but the two gables are still standing, and the walls
are standing to the roof level of 2.5m. It measures 9.2 x 5.5m
externally. Attached to its NW end is the ruin of a second
smaller structure or annexe of different construction; unlike
the main cottage it is unmortared and built with large stones.
There is no communicating door into the main cottage.
The cottage has a 3.4m gap where the doorway would
have been, 4.1m from the NW end. In the centre of this
wall is a splayed window broader on the inside with base
0.65m above ground level. It is 1.35m high, 0.85m wide
externally and 1.10m internally. Inside the cottage there is
a fireplace in each of the two end walls, both 2.4m from the
rear wall. The NW fireplace is 0.9m high, 0.9m wide and
0.45m deep, surmounted by a broad stone lintel 0.45m wide
at the mid point. There is a niche or cupboard between it
and the front wall, 1.8m high, 0.75m wide and 0.30m deep,
and surmounted by a wooden lintel. The SE fireplace is
1.4m high, 0.8m wide and 0.4m deep. It has been reinforced
internally with brick. There is a similar niche adjacent to the
front wall 1.9m high, 0.85m wide and 0.4m deep. The only
feature of the NE long wall is a small splayed window 2.8m
from the SE end wall. It is 0.55m above the ground, 0.95m
high and 0.45m wide outside, broadening on the inside to
0.60m.
The annexe is 5.4m long and flush with the front wall of
the cottage. It is of smaller width, its rear wall being set in
0.6m from the rear wall of the cottage. Its SW and NW walls
stand up to c1.7m and are featureless. The NE longer wall
contains the doorway, much broken down but the door edges
can be identified. It is 1.0m wide and 1.75m from the wall of
the cottage. There is much tumble within the NW end.
The house at the sheepfold This house is overall 10.6
x 5.6m externally, with a subdividing wall 0.4–0.5m wide
and 0.6m high. The long axis is approximately NE/SW. The
house walls are 0.6m wide. The two end walls and the long
SE wall have best survived, standing up to 2m high; the long
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NW wall is more ruinous, up to 0.8m high. There is much
tumble within the SW end. The ground slopes down steeply
on the W side of the house. The long SE wall contains a
clear doorway 1m wide into the SW compartment; the NE
compartment is entered from it through a gap representing
a probable doorway in the subdivision adjacent to this
entrance. The NE compartment also has a door c0.9m wide
in the NW long wall. The internal lengths of the NE and SW
compartments are respectively 4.2m and 4.8m.
On the S side of the house is a large yard extending 12m
from the house, bounded by large boulders up to 2m high on
the S side. On the E side of the house is a second enclosure
bounded by large boulders extending 13m from the E end
of the house. A track runs through it along the E side of the
house.
Puck’s Glen
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
At NS 15540 85450, at an elevation of 350m on the hillside
above Puck’s Glen, are the remains of a dry stone shieling.
It lies about 70m N of the Puck’s Glen bothy (NS18NE 23).
About 30m N of the shieling, at NS 15533 85483, is an
enclosure built up against a vertical rock outcrop. A survey
of the site was undertaken on 26 May 2015.
The shieling lies roughly N/S; the long sides are in the
direction 340º. Much of the stone of the W wall is visible; its
width is 0.7m. The E wall is turfed-over and the N extent of
each wall is unclear. Externally the width is 3.2m and length
c5.6m. There is an annexe attached to the S end. It is bounded
by a low curved bank of turfed-over stone. Its width is that of
the shieling and its maximum extension S is 2.0m. At the N
end of the shieling are three circular hollows, each of c2.2m
external diameter. The northernmost is bounded by large
boulders. It is possible that they may have been constructed
but if so, it is not clear whether they are contemporaneous
with the shieling.
About 30m N of the shieling, at NS 15533 85483, is an
enclosure consisting of a low semicircular wall of turfedover stone 0.5m wide built up against a natural rock outcrop
consisting of a straight line of large upright boulders. The
external length along this line of boulders is 5.4m, and the
maximum width from the boulder face to the outside of the
wall is 3.7m.
Puck’s Glen
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
At NS 15726 84049, above Puck’s Glen at an elevation of
270m, is a single shieling of two compartments on a broad
low mound in a small clearing in a forestry plantation.
A survey of the site was undertaken on 26 May 2015.
It is 4.5 x 3.6m externally with long sides NW/SE. It has
turf walls 0.7m wide, with no stone evident. There is a clear
internal turf subdivision 0.5m wide, creating NW and SE
compartments of internal lengths 1.5m and 1.8m respectively.
At the NW end is an extension bounded by a turf bank. It is
of the width of the shieling and extends out c1.4m. Beyond
that, at a lower level, is an annexe or possible yard of width
c2.5m and length c4.2m bounded by a curved turf bank.

Dunnon and Kilmun/Strachur
Loch Eck Bloomeries Project
Walkover survey and excavation
John Atkinson, Kevin Mooney, Beth Spence and John J Atkinson
– GUARD Archaeology Ltd
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NS 1425 9275, NS 1426 9277 and NS 144 936 A research
project was undertaken on the shores of Loch Eck to
investigate the presence of up to nine bloomery mounds.
Phase 1 of the project involved a programme of walkover
survey to confirm or refute the presence of the sites at
locations suggested by previous investigators. This work
was undertaken, 11–13 May 2015, and identified three of
the nine potential sites. Phase 2 involved a trial trench
evaluation of two sites (Whistlefield Road and Allt na
Ceardaich II) with the aim of recovering secure datable
material. This work was conducted 14–16 June 2015. Phase
3 involved the partial excavation of Allt na Ceardaich I,
previously investigated as part of the Scottish Bloomeries
Project. This work was conducted 22–24 September
2015. The results of the first three phases will inform the
final phase of the project: post-excavation analysis and
publication.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland and GUARD
Archaeology Ltd

Gigha and Cara
Kinerarach Farm
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 66042 53509 A watching brief was undertaken, 15 July
2015, during a controlled topsoil strip in advance of the
construction of a house on land NE of Kinerarach Farm.
Other than remains of a thin spread of 19th-century midden
associated with the former 19th-century ruin (demolished
prior to on site works commencing), no other deposits or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Funder: Mr Clement

Glenorchy and Inishail
Barr a’ Chaistealain, Dalmally
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 16277 27001 and NN 16206 26964 Watching briefs were
kept on 9 October 2015 during excavations for the replacement
of two poles for an overhead power line a short distance
S of Dalmally. One of the poles sits within the remains of
the late medieval and post-medieval settlement of Barr a’
Chaistealain, a scheduled ancient monument; the other is
located a short distance to the SW. Nothing of archaeological
significance was recorded in either trench.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: SSE

Deerview Plot 2
Walkover survey and evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 01547 30958 A walkover survey, controlled topsoil strip
and evaluation were undertaken, during December 2014,
in advance of the construction of a single house and an
agricultural building. There were no significant archaeological
features or deposits.
Funder: Ms MacDonald and Mr Provan

Hill Park Croft House
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 07450 24095 A watching brief was undertaken on
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Excavation of a possible Mesolithic stone and charcoal spread at Ardfin
24 February 2015 during a controlled topsoil strip in advance
of the construction of a new house and associated access
track. No significant archaeological deposits or features were
recorded.
Funder: Mr and Mrs Grant

Inveraray
Inveraray Coop
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 09360 08293 An 8% evaluation was undertaken, October
– November 2014, in advance of development. The work
recorded a single fire pit, filled with charcoal and ash and
capped by a redeposited gravel. The pit measured 0.92
x 0.70m and was 0.15m deep. A controlled topsoil strip
was then carried out over the upper gravel terrace but no
additional features were found. The charcoal within the pit
was all oak and was radiocarbon dated to 1251–1304 cal AD
(89.2%) SUERC-59057.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: MacLeod Construction Ltd

Jura
Ardfin
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 48376 63484 (centred on) At the end of April and early May
2015 six stone cairns and a spread comprising charcoal and
stone were excavated and sampled prior to the construction
of Fairway 9 of the golf course at Ardfin. The stone cairns
were shown to be all the result of probable 19th- or 18thcentury field clearance of raised beach cobbles. A single

possible quartz scraper was found in association with the
spread of charcoal and stone but no negative features were
recorded. In addition, the new drainage of Fairways 5 and 6
was observed and no deposits or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Ardfin Estate

Ardfin Estate
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 44330 67302 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out, September 2015, in advance of a proposed hydro-electric
scheme on the Ardfin Estate. Two banks shown on the 1st
Edition OS maps (Argyllshire Sheets CXCVIII and CXCIX
1882), a group of five shielings (NR46NE 2), and a twinning
pen were recorded. The following sites were also recorded:
NR 44516 67298 Extensive area of peat cutting.
NR 46244 66530 Boundary shown on 1st Edition OS map
(Argyll sheet CXCVIII 1882), low bank and ditch, bank where
visible up to 2m wide and 0.6m high. Heather covered.
NR 46302 66520 Earth and stone bank, dry stone wall on
N side near vertical. Up to 1m high and 2m wide. Heather
covered.
NR 46351 66514 Twinning pen, dry stone wall up to 0.6m
high, forming structure 1.6 x 1.6m (external) and small
internal space of 0.7 x 0.4m. Wall constructed off large
angular boulder. Located on W-facing slope at base of low
rocky slope.
NR 46273 66588 Group of up to seven shielings, 5.5 x 5.5m
(external) with sunken centres. Bracken covered so some
could not be located. Shielings located on floodplain of burn,
appear to be in a rough row.
Funder: Ardfin Estate
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Kilchoman
Slochd Measach (The Islay Prehistory Project)
Survey and evaluation
Steven Mithen, Darko Maričević and Karen Wicks – University of
Reading
NR 21045 56420 A week long investigation of the Early
Neolithic Clyde-type chambered cairn of Slochd Measach
(Giant’s Grave) on the Rhinns of Islay was carried out, 22–
29 August 2015, by a team from the University of Reading
and the University of Bournemouth.
Slochd Measach chambered cairn is located in the forestry
plantation on the SE slopes of Beinn Tart a’ Mhill near the
southern tip of the Rhinns of Islay (NR 21045 56420). The
remains of the cairn have been described by Newall and
Newall (1961), and described and surveyed by Henshall
(1972) and the RCAHMS (1984). The work undertaken in
2015 was undertaken after scheduled monument consent
was granted by Historic Scotland.
Slochd Measach was chosen for investigation for two
main reasons. Firstly, the location of an Early Neolithic
monument within the landscape rich in both Mesolithic and
Neolithic archaeology is thought to constitute a considerable
potential for the understanding of the Mesolithic – Neolithic
transition on Islay and more broadly in western Scotland.
Secondly, the changing environmental conditions on the
site during the last three decades, due to the establishment
of the dense conifer plantation, were causing deterioration
in drainage and the establishment of invasive plant species
which might be a threat to the monument and the associated
archaeological deposits.
The fieldwork in 2015 included cropping the vegetation,
geophysical survey, monument recording, topographic
survey and test pitting. Despite the short fieldwork season,
significant information was gained regarding the preservation
and the threat to the monument, the depth and the date of
the overlying peat, presence of previously unidentified cairn
rubble and possible associated Iron Age activity on the site.
Presence of additional features and stone-built structures
under the peat are thought likely on the basis of the results

Chambered cairn of Slochd Measach (Giant’s Grave) from the NE
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of the resistivity survey carried out in the immediate area
surrounding the chambered cairn. Two radiocarbon dates
were obtained from the base of the peat (Beta-421421 240±30BP, 430–10 CalBP and Beta-421420 - 101.3 ± 0.3BP,
260–30CalBP) and two from the underlying rubble
deposit (Beta-421419 - 2300 ± 30BP, 2360–2180 CalBP and
Beta-421418 - 2390 ± 30, 2490–2340 CalBP).
Archive: Museum of Islay Life. Report: National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE) and WoSAS
Funder: University of Reading

Kilchrenan and Dalavich
Balliemeanoch, Loch Awe
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 05416 19749, NN 01167 17901, NN 01658 17399 and
NN 00947 15777 A walkover survey was undertaken in
June 2015 over four parcels of land at Balliemeanoch in
advance of afforestation. A number of probable late 18th-or
early 19th-century features were recorded, including
field banks, a couple of tracks, two structures and field
clearance cairns.
NN 05332 20180 Field boundary, 1–2 boulder in width set
around base of low knoll. Runs up to former track and joins
boulder bank of left hand side of the track.
NN 05235 20155 Track, slight hollow-way, 2m wide and
edged by boulder bank. Shown on the 1st Edition OS map
Argyll, Sheet CXII 1875.
NN 05296 20048 Boulder bank, 1 course high, not very
visible, oriented E/W.
NN 05257 20045 Sub-rectangular structure 5.5m wide and
15m long, dry stone wall, connects with Site 3. Possible
entrance on E side, 1m wide. Wall 1.2m wide, boulder built.
NN 05250 20072 A low earthen and stone bank, 1.4m
wide, oriented NW/SE and joins NW corner of Site 4. Runs
out of area.
NN 05322 20031 Track (possible) 2m wide.
NN 05209 19465 Peat hag (possible). Possible area of peat
cutting.
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NN 05211 19675 Low pile of field clearance 2 x 5m.
NN 05220 19702 Pile of field clearance set on slope 10 x
5m, D-shaped mound that tails off downslope.
NN 201090 716018 Clearance cairn. Field clearance 5 x 4m.
NN 200906 715976 Roofed structure, Saw mill shown on
1st Edition OS map, Argyll, Sheet CXXIV 1874.
NN 201511 717319 Clearance cairns. Field clearance 7 x 3m,
set on edge of slope.
NN 201551 717319 Stone field boundary, few boulders,
1 course high.
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

Kilchrenan
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 03558 22327 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out, November 2014, over a parcel of ground in advance of
a hydro-electric scheme. Six features of archaeological or
historical interest were identified within or on the boundary
of the scheme and consisted of field banks/walls an old track
and a possible structure.
NN 03537 22332 Bank Field boundary of earth and stone,
up to 1.2m high and 2.1m wide. Very large natural boulder
at the W end. Bank oriented E/W. Coppiced hazel and alder
growing on the bank. Runs from the track down to the burn.
NN 03547 22322 Track and ford A hollow-way track
running down the steep-sided glen towards the burn from
the S; runs NNE towards the burn and there appears to be
a ford here. Track 4m wide with rounded cobbles lining the
side, cut down into the rock higher up the side of the gorge.
Shown on 1st Edition OS map.
NN 03558 22327 Structure (possible) Irregular oval
of rounded cobbles 5.6m N/S and 3m E/W, possible two
‘rooms’. Single course of stones, and only one stone high.
Possible built up wall next to burn.
NN 03350 22515 Bank Earth and stone bank, 0.6m high
and 1m wide, oriented SW/NE. Coppiced trees growing on
it. Turns into revetment bank further N, bank oriented N/S,
with spur running W at a small burn.
NN 03377 22779 Bank Earth and stone bank, up to 0.8m
high and 1m wide, oriented E/W, hidden by bracken, located
on very steep slope.
NN 03406 22559 Wall Defunct stone wall, shown on
1st Edition OS map. 0.6m high and 1m wide.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr MacDougal

Kilmaha, Loch Awe
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 93655 08145 A walkover survey was undertaken in
August 2015 over a small parcel of ground near Kilmaha,
with the aim of recording a recently found corrugated iron
log chute. The length of the remaining log chute, c47m, was
recorded; the log chute did not appear to continue down to
the shore of Loch Awe and may have ended at the side of the
road, c150m above the loch.
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kildalton and Oa
Whytefield, Port Ellen, Islay
Evaluation
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 36159 45858 An evaluation was carried out in April
2015 in advance of proposed development. The presence

Disturbed sections of the log chute near Kilmaha
of live services and ground conditions reduced the planned
trial trenching from 2000 to 822 linear metres. A localised
distribution of 13 pits was recorded providing evidence of
early prehistoric occupation. A flint blade was recovered
from the fill of one of the features.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr A Whyte

Kilfinan
Craignafeoch (alternatively Craignafeich, Gleann a’
Cheaird)
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NR 9565 7278 This settlement is spread over a broad area
stretching 200m NE to SW below and S of the rocky hill of
Craig an Fhithich, at the SW exit of Gleann a’ Cheaird. It is
flanked on the E side by a narrow burn running N to S.
A preliminary survey, which remained unpublished, was
carried out by the late EB Rennie and F Newall in January
1997. After an initial inspection in 2001, we resurveyed the
site on two visits in 2014 and 2015.
The site contains 12 structures, labelled 1–12, consisting of
two turf foundations 1 and 2, six dry stone houses 4, 5, 6 and
8, 10, 12, and four enclosures 3, 7, 9 and 11 associated with
houses. They are described in numerical order. Measurements
are external except where otherwise stated.
The OS 6" map (Argyllshire, Sheet CXCIII 1869 (survey
1864) shows enclosures 7 and 11. Houses 5, 8, 10 and 12 are
shown roofed and 4 and 6 unroofed. Turf structures 1, 2 and
enclosures 8, 9 are not shown. The 1895 revision shows no
enclosures, only houses 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, now all unroofed.
There is also a sheepfold on higher ground to the N in the
fork of the burn which we visited and photographed but
otherwise did not record. It is shown on the 1864 map and
had been modified by 1895. We note that it contains a brickbuilt boiler and two iron vats for sheep dipping.
1. At NR 95594 72808 on higher sloping ground to the W
of the main settlement is a broad low oval turf bank up to
0.25m high and 1m wide. It is 8.7 x 4.7m, long axis NNW/
SSE (340º) with an entrance in the NE long bank 0.7m wide.
2. On lower ground SSW of 1 at NR 95564 72711 are the
remains of an irregular oval turf bank 0.5–0.9m wide and up
to 1m high surrounding a deep hollow. There is some stone
within. It is on sloping ground, 6.0 x 5.2m, long axis cNW/
SE. Below the S end is a burn and a ditch.
3. The SW end of a large sub-rectangular flat raised area
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lies 32m NNE of 2. It may be a yard or garden. It is 30m
long and 14m wide with long axis at 60º. It is bounded on
three sides by a dyke of turfed-over stone 1m wide and c0.9m
high. On the fourth, SE, side there is no dyke but an edge
where the ground drops sharply. The NE end is bounded by
a straight section of dyke 0.6m wide and 0.6m high which
turns NE then, after a 1.7m gap, turns towards the N leaving
a 3m gap before house 4 described next.
4. NE of 3 at NR 95623 72760 is a long rectangular house
15.1 x 5.6m, long sides cNW/SE (310º). It is divided into two
7.7m long compartments A and B by a substantial cross wall.
The SE end of A has the remains of a gable standing up to
2.2m high. There is a 1.3m entrance gap in the NE wall of
A. A and B are of different construction. A is more strongly
built: the walls including the cross wall are double, 0.6–0.7m
wide. B is more roughly constructed with large boulders. An
annexe is attached to the SE end of A projecting out 4.5m and
c4.1m wide, formed by a partly ruined dry stone wall 0.7m
wide and up to 0.6m high.
5. This, the largest house in the settlement, is 37m WNW
of 4 at NR 95669 72780. It is 22.1 x 6.1m with long axis at
85º. It is subdivided into W and E compartments A and B
respectively by a substantial middle gable. Internally, A is
the longer, internally 13m, and B is c7.0m. A gable stands
up to 2m high at the W end of A. The walls are 0.7–0.8m
wide. There is a 1m wide doorway in the subdividing wall
near the S end. Adjacent to it in the S wall is a doorway into
B. Near the middle of the S wall of A is a 0.9m wide entrance
gap. Immediately E of this gap, up against the outside wall,
is an unusual stone construction that does not appear to
have an interior space and may be a buttress 1.5m wide
and projecting out 1.3m from the wall. House 10 has two
similar external structures. Attached to the W end of A are
3 sections of a possible annexe wall extending 1.1m beyond
the N wall of the house, 4.8m E/W and 4.5m N/S. There is
the trace of an annexe at the E end of B with low walls 0.3m
wide, much tumbled, extending c4.3m from the house wall
and c3.8m wide.
6. SE of 5 and adjacent to it is a smaller much ruined house
6, 10.0 x 5.4m, long axis 80º. The best surviving W end wall
is 0.6m wide; the E part of the S wall is missing and the N
wall is low. The remains of the E wall suggest a possible
gable. Immediately E of this wall is the narrow N/S burn on
the edge of the site.
7. The single structure on the E side of the burn is a nearcircular enclosure 15m SE of house 6. It is bounded by a
low turf and stone bank 0.7m high and 0.7–0.8m wide. It
measures externally 16m N/S and 15m E/W.
8. At the N end of the settlement are three houses 8, 10
and 12, and two enclosures 9 and 11. House 8 is farthest W
at NR 95660 72830 on higher sloping ground. It measures 7.8
x 6.0m, long axis cNW/SE (310º). There is a gable at the W
end surviving up to 2.4m high. The N and E walls are much
eroded, the S wall stands up to 1.6m high.
9. A rectangular enclosure is adjacent to house 8 on the
SW. It is bounded by a turf dyke 16m long parallel to the SW
wall of the house and 13m perpendicular to it.
10. About 25m ENE of house 8 at NR 95691 72841 is a
two-compartment house 14.5 x 5.2m, long axis roughly ENE/
SSW (60º). There is a gable up to 3.2m high at the E end.
Elsewhere the walls survive up to 1m high and are 0.7m wide.
There are the remains of a low cross wall 0.5m wide dividing
it into E and W compartments A and B respectively of internal
widths 7.1m and 5.3m. There is no obvious doorway in the
subdivision. The S long wall of A has a doorway of uncertain
width, on each side of which, up against the outside wall, is
a square stone construction c1m wide probably buttresses
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similar to that in house 5.
The W end wall of compartment B stands up to 1.5m high
and has a central doorway 0.8m wide. A vertical series of
semicircular cuts has been made in each inner edge of the
doorway to accommodate a post.
Along the length of the W wall and at the S corner of the
opposite wall, a lower wall or ledge projects out 0.15m below
the house wall, suggesting that house 10 was built over the
foundations of an earlier structure.
11. Immediately SW of house 10 is a sub-circular enclosure
14 x 12m bounded by a turf and stone bank 0.5m wide and
0.6m high.
12. A very ruinous small house c5.7 x 4.3m lies 5m W
of house 10. It is roughly N/S (15º). The S wall is best
preserved, standing up to 1m high. Inside is much tumble
and only traces of the other walls survived.

Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon
Bunessan, Isle of Mull
Casual find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NM 39 24 An Early Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowhead
was found during agricultural activity.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 103/15), allocated to Mull Museum

Culdamh
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 26847 23343 A watching brief was carried out on
16 February 2015 during topsoil stripping in advance of the
construction of an extension. The lowermost course of a 19thcentury enclosure wall and associated midden deposits were
excavated and recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr and Mrs McRae

Iona Abbey
Excavation
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NM 2870 2453 A minor excavation was carried out on
19 March 2015 to locate and repair a burst water pipe
between Iona Abbey Museum and the Michael Chapel. No
previously undisturbed ground was affected and excavation
was restricted to areas of modern intervention. There were
no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Iona Abbey
Watching brief
John Godbert – Kirkdale Archaeology
NM 2859 2456 and NM 2870 2446 A watching brief was
carried out on 1 September 2015 during the removal of two
existing gates, and the excavation of trenches to receive the
foundations of replacement gates. There were no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Kilvickeon Church, Ross of Mull
Watching brief and excavation
Nicholas Johnstone and Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology
Group
NM 41199 19622 A programme of monitoring was carried out,
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Excavation in progress to reveal millstone in situ at Kilvickeon Church
10–25 March 2015, during conservation and consolidation
work to Kilvickeon Church. The church is one of the seven
medieval parish churches on Mull, probably dedicated to
Ernan, son of Eoghan, a nephew of St Columba.
During the course of the work the damaged E and W walls
of the church were reconsolidated and made safe to visitors
and a shallow trench was excavated across the church interior
to allow for laying of a new gravel surface.
The excavation work uncovered a rubble floor surface
containing two worked mill stones and several stone slabs/
capstones. Three of the slabs were removed and relaid,
revealing that inhumed burials lay below them, and there
was evidence for two further graves below other slabs. One
of these inhumations was in a well-cut grave, possibly stone
lined. All of the burials were left in situ. The topsoil context
also contained fragmented human bones.
Archive: Ross of Mull Historical Centre (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

The Glebe Field, Iona
Watching brief
Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NM 287 242 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
29 June – 2 July 2015, along the route of an overflow pipe
from the housing site at the Glebe Field to the seashore by
the Bishop’s House, where the trench crossed the scheduled
area around the abbey. The work recorded several possible
features including a stone-built platform, and several small
areas of burnt material that were identified from an earlier
evaluation of the pipe route. A number of artefacts including
hand made pottery were recovered from the topsoil.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Iona Community Housing Ltd

Killarow and Kilmeny
Auchnaclache
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 40949 68157 A watching brief was carried out on 26 March
2015 during topsoil stripping in advance of the construction
of workshops/stores, a car parking area, and a sewerage
treatment plant. No deposits or features of archaeological
significance were found.
Funder: McEachern Bros

Moss Road, Bowmore, Islay
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 30870 59419 A watching brief was carried out, 4–6 May
2015, during topsoil stripping in advance of the construction
of Phase II of a small residential development on the SW
side of Bowmore. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Funder: MacLeod Construction Ltd

Killean and Kilchenzie
Barlea Standing Stone
Excavation and post-excavation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 6616 3707 Barlea Standing Stone was re-erected in March
2015 after falling in November 2014. Excavation of an area 2
x 2m at the base of the stone revealed an ashy deposit, with
possible fragments of burnt bone (could not be identified
to species), and which partially overlay one of the packing
stones as well as the natural located outwith the cut of the
socket-hole. This deposit is clearly younger than the standing
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stone but it was not clear whether it represented a prehistoric
deposit of cremated ash placed up against the standing stone
or whether it was the remnants of a much more recent
burning event. A radiocarbon date on a piece of alder from
the ash deposit yielded a Late Bronze Age date (SUERC 61230
1134–1007 cal BC) and while this does not date the erection
of the standing stone, it corresponds to the Late Bronze Age
date obtained from cremated bone associated with the stone
row at Ardnacross on the Isle of Mull and the standing stones
at Ballymeanoch, Kilmartin Glen.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Re-erecting the standing stone at Barlea, Kintyre (see page 45)
Rhunahaorine, Kintyre
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 70851 48366 – NR 70835 48340 A watching brief was
kept on 9 September 2015 during the excavation of a 33m
long earth wire trench from a pole on an overhead power
line at Rhunahaorine. The trench was located very near the
remains of Old Largie Castle (NR74NW 6) and those of a postmedieval farmstead that overlie it. Nothing of archaeological
significance was encountered in the trench.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: SSE

Kilmartin
Creag Bhreac
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 84078 00171 A walkover survey was carried out, in June
2015, over a parcel of land just N of the village of Kilmartin
in advance of afforestation. Three stone walls, two of which
are shown on the 1st Edition OS map Sheet CXLIX, 1874,
were recorded
NM 84161 00264 Stone wall up to 0.8m high and 0.7m
wide, oriented NW/SE, located near end of ridge of rock.
Shown on 1874 1st Edition OS map.
NM 84112 99957 Stone wall up to 0.8m high and 0.6m
wide, shown on 1st Edition 1874 OS map.
NM 84054 00406 Low wall, 0.3m high and 0.7m wide
defunct stone wall within pre-existing plantation. Runs from
near road edge to base of steep cliff.
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd and MacLeod Construction Ltd
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Creag Bhreac
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 83929 00144 A watching brief was undertaken in June
2015 during topsoil stripping associated with the creation of
a turning/storage area and at the entrance to the new access
track. A single pit-hearth with three different fills was fully
excavated. Struck quartz was recovered from two of the fills
and a single piece of burnt flint was also recovered.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: MacLeod Construction Ltd

Kintraw
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 83150 05010 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out in October 2015 over a parcel of land at Kintraw, in
advance of a planning application for a hydro-electric scheme.
Twelve features of historical interest were identified within or
adjacent to the boundary of the scheme and consisted of a
number of Bronze Age burial cairns and a standing stone, a
sheepfold, clearance cairns, a listed 18th-century bridge and
a possible structure.
NM 83088 04941 Kerb cairn located next to main road. Suboval 8 x 7m, few large cobbles forming kerb, interior sunken
cobble mound with three large boulders in the centre.
NM 83060 04973 Well defined kerb cairn (excavated in
1959/1960 – Simpson 1968) with boulders set around the
edge forming a kerb and smaller cobbles in the interior. Flat.
Sub-oval 7.5 x 7m. NM80SW 1
NM 83064 04977 Standing stone as described by RCAHMS.
Re-erected following excavation. NM80SW 1.
NM 83047 04977 A sub-oval kerb cairn, grass covered with
very few visible stones, measuring 10 x 8m. NM80SW 1.
NM 83060 05006 A sub-oval ring cairn, c21 x 22m, low
flat platform with distinct outer edge, some small cobbles
(including probable later clearance cairn) on W side, with an
edge up to 1m high. NM80NW 31.
NM 83076 04980 A large oval cairn, cobble covered
measuring c19 x 14m. Excavated by Simpson 1959/1960,
completely rebuilt. NM80SW 1.
NM 83082 04996 A small clearance cairn measuring 1.8 x
1.2m.
NM 83109 04993 Large dry stone-built sheepfold, as shown
on 1st Edition and later OS maps.
NM 83152 04961 A small quarry, horse-shoe shaped and
3m deep, cut into W-facing hillside.
NM 83147 05012 Possible structure, probably a natural
feature, with some loose stone stacked around it. It consists
of an elongate ridge of natural with possible sub-rectangular
wall over it, which measured 10 x 5m. Located on NE side
of sheepfold.
NM 83164 05008 A clearance cairn measuring 5 x 2m and
up to 0.6m high, forming a long tear-drop shape is located on
the edge of a steep slope on S side of burn.
NM 83048 05094 An 18th-century bridge, which forms the
main road crossing. NM80NW 30.
Funder: Gregor Cameron Consultancy Ltd

Upper Largie, Kilmartin Glen
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 83267 99724 A 10% evaluation was carried out in
April 2015 over two fields located adjacent to Upper Largie
quarry. The evaluation revealed a suite of prehistoric
features including: the continuation of the E line of the
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Neolithic pit-defined cursus; two probable Bronze Age
burial cairns and two other possible burials; a buried soil
containing sherds of probable middle Bronze Age pottery;
and a number of other postholes/pits. The evaluation also
revealed the presence of possible later prehistoric and/
or medieval features including: a possible kiln; a probable
rectangular structure or structures; and a number of pits
containing remnants of metalworking.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: MacLeod Construction Ltd

as Site 1, but associated with a dwelling and enclosure, and
possible corn-drying kiln which lie justside the survey area.
NR 90393 86696 A large field bank measuring up to 1m
high and 2.2m wide, shown on the 1st Edition OS map CLXXI
1873.
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

Auchoish, near Lochgilphead
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 86227 90512 A walkover survey was carried out in
June 2015 over a parcel of land at Auchoish, in advance
of afforestation. A series of stone walls/earthen and stone
banks, two of which are shown on the 1st Edition OS map,
Sheet CLX, 1873, were recorded. A single possible cup mark
was also recorded on a glaciated bedrock outcrop.
NR 86241 90387 A boulder dyke, shown on 1st Edition OS
map 1873. At the N end of the site it takes the form of a low
earthen and stone bank, 0.6m high and 1.2m wide.
NR 86336 90545 Earth and stone bank, 0.4m high and
0.6m wide. It is quite extensive but difficult to trace over the
ground.
NR 86430 90585 Field boundary with entrance.
NR 86265 90675 Earth and stone bank.
NR 86030 90414 Abandoned dry stone wall, on 1st Edition
OS map 1873.
NR 86023 90316 A possible very shallow single cup mark
on glaciated outcrop. Measuring 0.06 x 0.06m wide, on
S-facing portion of outcrop.
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

Dunchraigaig Cairn
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NR 8335 9656 and NR 8326 9677 A watching brief was
carried out on 2 June 2015 during the removal of two
existing gates and the excavation of two trenches to house
new gates at either end of the path linking the Ballymeanoch
archaeological complex to the cairn at Dunchraigaig. There
were no finds or features of archaeological significance.

Probable kerb cairn recorded at Upper Largie

Kilmichael Glassary
Achnaba, near Lochgilphead
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 86227 90512 A walkover survey was carried out in June
2015 over two small parcels of land at Achnaba, in advance
of afforestation. Parts of a large enclosure and associated
farmsteads, as shown on the 1st Edition OS map, Sheet CLX,
1873, were recorded. In addition a couple of clearance cairns
were also recorded.
NR 84831 86156 An earthen and stone wall, shown on 1st
Edition OS map CLXXI 1873, part of a large enclosure, visible
at various locations within the site boundary.
NR 89820 86118 A farmstead consisting of two ranges of
dry stone dwellings/barns, and one stone-walled enclosure,
this extends E beyond the site boundary.
NR 89768 86205 A clearance cairn measuring 3 x 3m and
up to 0.8m high.
NR 89829 86274 A clearance cairn set on edge of slope
above new forest road.
NR 89819 86346 A field bank, part of the same enclosure

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Silver Craigs
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 89498 84827 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken in June 2015 over a parcel of land at Silver Craigs
in advance of afforestation. A portion of a stone wall was
recorded at NR 89489 84856.
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

Tomdow Power Supply
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 88667 85693 – NR 88759 85762 A watching brief was
undertaken on 20 January 2015 during the installation of a
transformer pole and 130m of underground cable to a new
industrial unit near Castleton, Lochgilphead. The excavations
were located close to the remains of the pre-improvement
settlement of Tomdow (NR88NE 40) and the prehistoric fort
of Dun Dubh (NR88NE 8) but nothing of archaeological
significance was recorded in the trenches.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) and WoSAS
Funder: SSE
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

47

ARGYLL AND BUTE
Kilmodan
Caol Ghleann Farmstead
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 0648 9354 (and vicinity) This site is on the E side of
Caol Ghleann in an area in which numerous narrow burns,
typically with high steep banks, run generally SE to NW into
the main river through the glen, the River Ruel. Caol Ghleann
is the name given to the northern section of the Glendaruel
Valley and here the river was earlier known as the Allt a’ Caol
Ghlinne. The site was surveyed on 13 October 2015.
On the N bank of one of these burns, at an altitude of c200m,
are the ruins of a long rectangular house with a yard attached
on its E side. The N end of the house is at NS 06483 93543.
The OS 6" map (Argyllshire, Sheet CLII 1870, surveyed 1865)
shows it as the only structure in this area, and it is unroofed.
On lower ground to the NNW of the house, near NS 06475
93558, is a second dry stone structure on two levels, built
into the side of a hillock. It may be a store.
Farther W, on the banks of the same burn, and on the
neighbouring burn to the S are the remains of five subrectangular or oval shielings A–E from S to N. We describe
these first.
The shielings Measurements are external. All are low
turfed-over stone banks with a hollow interior. A, B and C
have wall widths up to 0.4m. D and E are larger, and have
wall widths up to 0.9m. They are covered with vegetation
though some stone is visible in each. They lie on the banks
of the burns with longer sides along the burn.
A is at NS 06382 93462 on the edge of the steep S bank
of the southern burn where it runs E to W. It measures 4.5
x 2.9m. B is 9.4m due E of A, 4.8 x 3.2m. C is at NS 06409
93476, on a mound on the N side of the same burn as A and
B. It is less clear, c4.5 x 3.0m.
D and E are more substantial and less obscured by
vegetation. They are oriented roughly E/W. D is on the S
bank of the northern burn that runs S of the house, at NS
06407 93514. It measures 5.6 x 4.2m, is on a mound, with
a deeper central hollow. W of D on the N bank is E at NS
06351 93544, 5.0 x 3.5m. It is aligned E/W and is on a mound
where the ground falls away steeply towards the burn and to
the E and W.
The house At NS 06483 93543 is a long house, externally
17.0 x 6.3m, with broad walls 0.9m wide standing up to 0.6m
high. Its long axis is at 30º. A fallen tree and thick vegetation
within the S end makes that area difficult to examine closely.
In the E wall is a 0.9m wide doorway 12m from the N end.
On the N side of it are the scant remains of what may be a
subdividing wall. N of this division, in the W wall, is a gap,
probably an entrance into the N chamber.
In the NE corner is an unusual small later structure which
appears to have been built up on the low remnants of the
corner walls. It is well-built, approximately square, measuring
2.3–2.4m externally with walls 0.4–0.5m wide and standing
all round to a height of 1.3m.There is a narrow 0.4m wide
entrance in the SW corner. An unusual feature is that near
the centre of each of the N, E and W walls is a window
that is splayed outwards. The E and W windows are small,
c0.25m high, and 1.2m and 0.9m respectively above ground
level. Their inner widths are respectively 0.4 and 0.25m and
outer widths 0.5m and 0.3m. The N window is larger, 0.6m
high, 0.5m above ground level and internally 0.5m wide,
broadening to 0.8m at the outside. This structure is clearly
not a twinning pen, nor does it seem to be a bothy as the
internal area is small, about 1.5m2. It appears to have been
designed for observation: the largest N window commands
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an estimated 80º field of view up the glen along the E hillside.
Its function has not been determined.
Attached to the E side of the house is a yard of internal
length 10.8m parallel to the house. It is bounded at the S end
by a dry stone wall 0.6m high and 0.5m wide which projects
from the house wall at a point just S of the entrance, curves a
little S, straightens, then turns in the direction 45º, diverging
from the house wall. Its termination opposite the midpoint of
the house wall is marked by an upright stone; at this point the
yard is 6.6m wide. After a gap the yard boundary continues
as a broad turf dyke c1m wide in the same direction, then
turns towards the N end of the house where it terminates
leaving a small gap.
The ?store The second rectangular dry stone structure is
12m NNW of the N end of the house, long axis at 60º. It has
two compartments in line at different levels. The lower SW
compartment A is built into the side of a hillock, with the
1.4m high rear NE wall up to the level of the surrounding
slope. The upper level B adjoins this wall but is built into the
upper slope. The walls of both are 0.5m wide.
The front wall of A is 3.25m wide externally and contains
the entrance. The length of A from the exterior of the front
wall to the rear wall is 3.9m. What appears to be a twinning
pen has been built in the rear left corner: a cross wall 1.1m
high and the low remains of a second wall enclose an area
0.7m2. B is embedded in the hillside with walls c0.6m high
up to the ground level. It is internally 2.6m long and 1.7m
wide. The walls are mostly grassed-over with a little stone
visible.
Satellite images of the area E of these structures appear to
show a rectangular structure and an enclosure next to a large
boulder. The boulder was located but the structure could not
be clearly identified. The enclosure is represented by a burn
and depression.

Kilninian and Kilmore
Aros Castle
Survey, sampling and analysis
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
NM 56280 44980 (Canmore ID: 22272) The Scottish Medieval
Castles and Chapels C14 Project (SMCCCP) is a nationwide
buildings archaeology project investigating the archaeological
potential of building materials surviving within upstanding
medieval structures. The SMCCCP combines the survey
and analysis of medieval buildings and environments,
with the analysis and radiocarbon dating of surviving
building materials. The project seeks to constrain building
chronologies, and investigate the technical conversion and
palaeoenvironmental potential of source materials.
The upstanding masonry of Aros Castle was analysed and
a number of building and environmental materials recorded
and sampled in 2015. These materials are undergoing further
analysis and, where appropriate, will be AMS radiocarbon
dated.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Newdale
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 49010 54360 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out in February 2015 over a parcel of ground in advance of
a hydro-electric scheme. An old track, two possible shielings
and an area of peat cutting were recorded.
NM 49013 54261 A possible track with a bedrock base,
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measuring 4m wide, with a low bank on both sides, and
oriented N/S, crosses natural ford of a burn.
NM 49109 54288 A possible shieling, measuring 5 x 5 m,
consists of a low mound on a low knoll with burn to S. It is
0.4m high with a sunken central hollow. Another possible
shieling is located 15m away on the same ridge.
NM 49124 54288 A possible shieling, measuring 3 x 3m,
consists of a low mound with sunken central area. It is
located at the end of a ridge, with a burn on its S side.
NM 49182 54437 An extensive area of peat cutting was
recorded on the floodplain of a burn.
Funder: Alan Parker

excavated/disturbed soils and rubble. The presence of sixinch nails may indicate this ‘fill’ was the result of an earlier
(20th century) shallow archaeological excavation in the area.
The abundance of slate fragments probably either reflect
roofing material from the various medieval buildings in the
area, or the extensive use of slate ‘pinners’ within the (much
restored) upper graveyard boundary wall.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Lismore and Appin
Achadun Castle
Survey, sampling and analysis
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
NM 80430 39270 (Canmore ID: 23018) The upstanding
masonry of Achadun Castle was analysed and a number
of building and environmental materials recorded and
sampled in 2015, as part of the Scottish Medieval Castles
and Chapels C14 Project (for details see: Aros Castle entry).
These materials are undergoing further analysis and, where
appropriate, will be AMS radiocarbon dated.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Possible shieling No 3 recorded at Newdale
Ulva Ferry
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 45075 40153 An 8% evaluation was undertaken in
January 2015 in advance of the development of two semidetached houses at Ulva Ferry, adjacent to the primary
school. A single flake of flint was recovered from the topsoil.
Funder: Mull and Iona Community Trust

Kilninver and Kilmelford

Clachan, Lismore
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 85842 43410 – NM 85855 43427 A watching brief was
undertaken on 25 March 2015 during the excavation of a
trench for an earth cable from a pole on an overhead power
line at Clachan. Nothing of archaeological significance was
recorded in the trench.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: SSE

Coeffin Castle
Survey, sampling and analysis
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh

Kilninver
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 82388 21979 to NM 82425 21996 A watching brief was
kept on 3 April 2015 during the excavation of a 60m long
earth cable trench from a pole on an overhead power line at
Kilninver. The trench was located c100m from Dunan Buiaig,
a prehistoric burial cairn (NM82SW 17) which is a scheduled
ancient monument (SAM3996). Nothing of archaeological
significance was encountered in the trench.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: SSE

Kingarth
St Blane’s Church
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 0947 5343 A watching brief was undertaken on 17
March 2015 during the excavation of a shallow trench to
hold the footings for a new bench, located to the SW of the
upper graveyard boundary wall of St Blane’s Church. The
results of the excavation reflect the backfill or dumping of

Coeffin Castle
NM 85360 43770 (Canmore ID: 23093) The upstanding
masonry of Coeffin Castle was analysed and a number
of building and environmental materials recorded and
sampled in 2015, as part of the Scottish Medieval Castles
and Chapels C14 Project (for details see: Aros Castle entry).
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These materials are undergoing further analysis and, where
appropriate, will be AMS radiocarbon dated.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Lismore Decorated Slabs
Excavation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 86089 43454 The location of eight medieval decorated
grave slabs was recorded in plan and photographed prior to
their lifting and transportation to indoor storage for cleaning
and conservation. The lifting of the stones on 26 November
2014 was also monitored. Fragments of disarticulated
human bone, a partial iron coffin handle and, in one case,
fragments of polystyrene were observed beneath the slabs,
demonstrating that none are in their original location, but all
have been relocated in the relatively recent past.
The footprint of the proposed new shelter for the recently
lifted and conserved grave slabs from Lismore parish church
graveyard was hand excavated on 21 May 2015. Modern and
19th-century detritus was observed within the topsoil and
underlying deposit (the latter consisting of mixed soil and
rock waste from the building/renovation of the graveyard
wall), as well as weathered fragments of disarticulated
human bone.
Funder: Lismore Historical Society (Historic Scotland and
Heritage Lottery Fund)

Lochgoilhead and Kilmorich
Succoth
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 29674 05408 An 8% evaluation was carried out on the
site of a 26 unit housing scheme at Succoth, near Arrochar,
in November 2014. A series of spreads comprising charcoal
mixed within fine grey/brown silt and/or orange sand were
recorded in the western half of the site. A number of worked
pieces of quartz were recovered from the surface of two of the
spreads and pieces of chipped flint were recovered from the
topsoil. A small fragment of burnt bone was also recovered
from one of the spreads and small fragments of burnt bone
were observed in other spreads. The nature of the spreads
is unclear, some may be pits, others spreads derived from
in situ burning and others the remains of burnt tree roots.
It is postulated that what is being observed is the remains
of a cleared gravel terrace upon which human activity then
took place. It is clear from the small assemblage of artefacts
that these numerous spreads are archaeological in nature
and require further investigation through a programme of
excavation.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Dunbritton Housing Association

Luss
Church Road, Luss
Watching brief
Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 36001 92882 A watching brief was carried out, 10–16
February 2015, during the excavation of foundations and other
associated ground preparation works for the development of
a new fish smokery at the site of an old telephone exchange
in Luss. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Smith Brooke Architects

North Knapdale

One of the slabs being lifted by RownStoneWorks
Port Molaug
Standing building recording and watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 87104 43319 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 22–24 April 2015, at Port Molaug. Two ruins
at Port Molaug were subject to basic building recording,
followed by a watching brief on the demolition of one of
the ruins, the machine excavation of foundation pits for a
new dwelling, and the removal of topsoil from the location
of the septic tank and new access road. The location of the
holy well was also photographed, although the actual well is
presumed to now be located under a 19th-century track. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded
during the watching brief.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr Kemp
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Barnashaig
Excavation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 72991 86401 Prior to excavation at Barnashaig Standing
Stone, as well as other nearby monuments and features, it
was postulated by Dr Gough that the standing stone was
aligned with the 3rd quarter rising moon in September, which
would have been observed around 1700 BC. It was suggested
that a stone platform leading eastwards from a ‘pile’ of stones
may have functioned as a viewing platform from which to
forewarn those observing the alignment of its imminent
approach. However, excavation in June 2015 revealed that
the structure under question was a shieling hut.
The excavation did reveal that a larger oval earthen
and stone ring located immediately S of the shieling
may date from the Neolithic period; the function of this
feature remains elusive, though it is hypothesised it may
be an early burial cairn. It was also demonstrated that
two rounded glacial erratic boulders, which formed a
straight line about the standing stone, had not been set as
upright, earthfast orthostats. However, the two boulders,
the standing stone and the larger oval earthen and stone
ring do sit along a straight line, though whether this is
fortuitous or a deliberate act could not be determined.
Unfortunately, this physical alignment of monuments and
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features lies 2° from the calculated alignment required and
from which the rising moon would have been observable
in the Bronze Age.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Dr T Gough

Tayvallich
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 74093 87435 A watching brief was undertaken, April –
June 2015, during topsoil stripping of a development site on
the W side of the village of Tayvallich. At least two buried
soils containing lithics from the Mesolithic to possibly the
Late Neolithic periods were recorded. Cut into the buried soil
and the natural was a series of hearths, pits, postholes/pits
and stakeholes. A pit was also recorded sandwiched between
a later colluvium. Lithic material was recovered from the
various colluvial deposits. An apparent occupation spread,
possibly Neolithic in date, was also recorded in the northern
portion of the site. Finally, a peaty charcoal-rich deposit was
recorded at the base of the slope overlying beach material
which appears to represent early use/occupation of the site.

Southend
Cnoc Araich
Casual find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NR 69 09 The blade end of a broken axehead of porcellanite,
originating either at Tievebulliagh, Co Antrim, or Brockley
on Rathlin Island, Co Antrim. Porcellanite axeheads are by
far the commonest type of axehead in Ireland, constituting
over half of all Irish axeheads whose raw material has been
identified; this axehead is one of at least five examples known
from the southern tip of the Kintyre Peninsula.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 79/15), allocated to Campbeltown
Museum

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: MacLeod Construction Ltd

Blade end of porcellanite axehead, Cnoc Araich, Kintyre (Crown
copyright)

South Knapdale

Excavation of Neolithic deposits at Tayvallich

Saddell and Skipness
Crossaig Substation, Cour, Kintyre
Watching brief
Gary Savory and Tamlin Barton – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NR 81858 48724 A watching brief was undertaken in January
2015 during the construction of a permanent service road to
the Crossaig Substation. Topsoil stripping for the road was
monitored as it passed through an enclosure associated with
Gortancloiche Farmstead, which is shown on the 1st Edition
OS map of 1870. No archaeological features were identified
within the enclosure though the make-up of the western
bank of the enclosure was recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: NRHE
Funder: ASH Design + Assessment per Scottish and Southern
Energy plc

Cnocan Uamhach Chambered Cairn
Laser scan survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 7992 6468 (NR76SE 7) A laser scan survey of the
chambered cairn of Cnocan Uamhach was undertaken, 5–6
March 2015, for conservation management purposes. The
survey was undertaken using a Trimble FX laser scanner
controlled using spherical targets, located using a Trimble
S6 total referenced to OS grid using a Trimble R6 GPS.
Interpreted detail was surveyed in the field using the Trimble
S6 total station, on the same grid as the control survey,
allowing interpretation to be overlain on the laser scan data.
At a distance of 15m to the E of the rock outcrop Cnocan
Uamhach are the remains of a chambered cairn, surviving
only as the orthostatic chamber. The chamber is roughly
aligned NNE/SSW and comprises two large edge-set slabs:
the SE slab is 2m in length, 1.7m high and 0.4m thick, the
NW slab 1.7m long, 1m high and 0.25m thick. Parallel to the
NW slab is a smaller supporting orthostat, 1.2m in length and
0.6m high. The chamber measures 0.5m across internally at
the NE end, 0.9m at the SW end and is c3m in length. A
short dry stone wall has been inserted at the SW end of the
main side slabs, probably to create a small twinning pen as
RCAHMS suggest.
A single large capstone is present to the NE of the chamber,
and although heavily overgrown with moss, the roughout
line for what was probably intended to be a quern stone can
be seen in the upper surface.
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Cnocan Uamhach: Orthographic view of laser scanned point cloud showing the front elevation of the chamber (Copyright AOC
Archaeology Group) (see page 51)
The slab set on edge located 17m to the SW of the chamber
does not appear to represent the remains of a second chamber,
but may indicate the original extent of the cairn body.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Strondoire
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 84667 79222 A watching brief was carried out in February
2015 during the stripping of topsoil and peat on the footprint
of a powerhouse, a pipeline route and a small portion of a
new track. A thin layer of black, charcoal-rich silt comprising
a mixture of deciduous wood was hand excavated within a
ditch cut of the new access track. A small number of lithics
was recovered, including a scraper and scale-flaked knife.
Birch from the deposit was dated to 2024–1890 cal BC
(95% confidence, SUERC-60426). The deposit is tentatively
interpreted as the remains of a funerary pyre. The charcoalrich deposit was sealed by later colluvium.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Strondoire Wind Farmers LLP

Strathlachan
Castle Lachlan Estate
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 0424 9706 (centred on) A walkover survey was undertaken
in November 2014 over a parcel of ground in advance of a
hydro-electric power scheme. One 19th-century bank which
is on the 1st Edition OS map (Sheet CLI 1866/1873) was the
only feature visible.
Funder: Castle Lachlan Estate
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Lephinchapel
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 9691 9049 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out in November 2014 over a parcel of ground in advance
of a hydro-electric scheme. Four features of archaeological
interest were identified.
NR 97007 90571 Track The track consists of a hollowway c2–3m wide and up to 2m deep cut into the hillside
above the farm. The remains of a stone wall occur in some
places on the outside edge of the track, in other places the
track is rock-cut. The route of the track curves its way up
a steep bank.
NR 97094 90531 Bank An earth and stone bank, which
is not in use but is shown on the modern OS map. The
bank is absent from the 1st Edition OS map.
The bank is up to 1m high on its W side and nearly level
with a field on its E side, so acts as a revetment bank.
It is oriented N/S and extends over the burn to form an
enclosure to the S, with a parallel branch running down
the S side of the burn.
NR 97508 90018 Track A short stretch of track visible
on drier ground. It is 2m wide, is slightly sunken and
oriented SE/NW. Currently used as quad bike track.
NR 97678 89998 Structures (possible) Located in a
grassy area next to the burn and amongst the heather
moorland is a circular structure, 3.1 x 2.6m in diameter
and built of rounded cobbles, one stone in width, located
on the edge of a palaeochannel.
Some 15m to the N there is a grass covered subrectangular platform, 6 x 4m, with a few protruding
stones, which may be the remains of another structure.
There are many stones on the grassy area which have
clearly been derived from the nearby burn and are
entirely natural in origin.
Funder: Mr MacVicar

ARGYLL AND BUTE/CLACKMANNANSHIRE
Lephinchapel
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NR 99703 90075 This site was noted by Iain McBride of Tilhill
Forestry in the winter of 2014, and subsequently brought to
our attention by Adam McLean of Tilhill who re-examined it
with his colleague Ewan Batchelor. The site was surveyed on
1 September 2015.
At an altitude of 340m, just outside the forestry area
designated by Tilhill as Lephinmore West is a low rounded
hillock which is grass-topped and covered with heather
around the edges. It lies immediately E of the track that
emerges from the forest and continues to the British Telecom
mast at the top of a higher hill to the S.
The mound is oval, c15 x 12m with longer axis at 340º.
It has a flattish top c5 x 4m with the same orientation. It
appears to be natural. On the top, near the middle, is a
small vertical stone with flat sides and a pointed top. It
has been set upright into a small pit and held firmly by
stones wedged in around its base. The stone is 0.12m thick
and has flat front and back faces 0.2m wide at ground
level, tapering to a point at the top. Its total length down
to the packing stones in the pit is 0.67m and it is likely to
be longer. Its length above ground is about 0.5m. A small
loose boulder 0.35 x 0.18m x 0.15m lies against the stone
on the SW side but does not appear to have any associated
function. A small stump of a wooden post is in the ground
0.7m NW of the vertical stone.
The stone may be similar to the two stones we found
in 1999 on either side of Glen Tarsan (NS08NE 12 and
NS08NE 13) and later on Beinn Damhain, S of the Lairig
Arnan (NN21NE 2). Three of the four are clearly pointers,
indicating a direction, one of these pointing directly at
Sgorach Mor, a prominent hill. The fourth stone, on Beinn
Damhain, is upright but the flat face points towards Beinn
Dubh. They appear to be boundary-related.
In the case of the stone at Lephinmore West the N flat
face of the upright stone points to a compass direction of
about 25º. This is the general direction of the Cruachan
range, 40km distant N of Loch Awe, which can be seen above
the forestry plantation. The precise orientation is difficult to
judge, but it appears to be pointing to an isolated peak just E
of the main range, which may be Beinn Eunaich. The stone
is in the area of the boundary between Strathlachlan and
Kilmodan parishes; however the nearest point on the present
boundary line is c400m to the SE.

Old Castle Lachlan
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 00530 95280 A narrow trench 0.4 x 3.5m was hand
excavated in August 2015 through the ramp leading up to the
entrance of Old Castle Lachlan in order that the collapsing
retaining wall could be manually pushed upright and
consolidated. The ramp was shown to consist of loose stone
rubble. The retaining wall had been rebuilt and added to on
a number of occasions and the latest phase of rebuilding
incorporated some of the ramp rubble into the rough
foundation. Various 19th-century artefacts including a roof
slate, broken bottle glass and ceramics were recovered from
the topsoil.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: LTM Group

Strathlachlan Caravan Park
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 0120 9528 (centred on) A walkover survey was undertaken
in November 2014 over a parcel of ground in advance of a
hydro-electric power scheme. Four 19th-century banks shown
on the 1st Edition OS map (Sheet CLI 1866/1873) were the
only features visible.
Funder: Castle Lachlan Estate

Tiree
Kirkapol, Tiree
Watching brief
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NM 04630 47576 A watching brief was carried out, 6–7 July
2015, during topsoil stripping of two house plots, associated
septic tank locations and an access road at Croft 3, Kirkapol.
The work recorded an area of rig and furrow over one of
the house plots, which probably related to historic crofting
activities.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Caroline Graham

CLACKMANNANSHIRE/FALKIRK/STIRLING
Alloa/Dunipace/Logie/St Ninians
Cable Route and Overhead Power Line
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NS 84257 84152 – NS 84730 94750 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were undertaken, June – July 2015, as
part of preparations for an underground cable route.
NS 84239 84092 – NS 84711 94700, NS 81006 93158 –
NS 82638 92472, NS 81878 94508 – NS 81598 94259 A
further desk-based assessment and walkover survey were
undertaken, 4 August – 29 September 2015, as part of
preparations for the dismantling of an overhead power line.
The cable route and overhead power line are both located
to the E of Stirling, and the work formed part of the Beauly to
Denny 132kV rationalisation scheme. The work highlighted
the richness of archaeological sites around the proposed
route; however, very little direct evidence for previously
unidentified archaeological remains was noted.

Lephinchapel Stone

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: Iberdrola Engineering and Construction
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DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY

Colvend and Southwick

Anwoth

Mark Hill (Muckle Lands)
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NX 8422 5452 On a shelf on a steep E-facing slope, at 70m
OD, are the remains of massive rubble walls enclosing a
small space against talus at the foot of a steep rock face, with
the addition of a gully to the N. It may originally have been
a simple D-shape, measuring 70 x 25m internally, but more
massive walls constructed within it reduce it to 40m N/S by
16m tapering N to 5m. The S bank curves for 60m across the
shelf ending in a large stone mound on the slope crest, and
is 6–7m broad with large edging stones. The other inner wall
follows the outer curve, and bifurcates at the rising slope.
There appears to be an offset entrance on the E side between
the two walls. There are two rectangular platforms within the
S wall, the lower measuring 10m N/S x 5m ditched round,
and the upper 12 x 5m. On a tapering spur 30m to the S,
are more banks, and on the ridge crest at NX 8414 5443 are
cross walls. The remains are in dense conifer woodland just
outside the boundary of the National Trust for Scotland land.

Auchenlarie
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NX 54 52 The blade portion of a Late Bronze Age socketed
axehead was found during metal detecting. As a result of
metal detecting, fragmentary socketed axeheads are being
reported more often than in the past but their incompleteness
usually precludes detailed classification; in the absence of
any clear signs of deliberate destruction, their breakage may
simply have been the result of wear and tear.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 146/14), allocated to the Stewartry
Museum, Kirkcudbright

Applegarth
Stevens Croft North, Lockerbie
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw and Claire Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological
Services
NY 118 861 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 20–24 April 2015, in advance of proposed
development. A total of 17 trenches were excavated and in
general established that area consisted of fairly sterile and
undeveloped ground. A number of field drains were recorded
that appeared to date to the 19th/20th centuries and were
probably related to either the construction of the Caledonian
railway in the mid-19th century or upgrading works for the
A74 undertaken in the 1960s.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: James Jones and Sons Ltd

Balmaghie
Glenlochar
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NX 73 64 A heavily worn Middle Bronze Age side-looped
spearhead was found during metal detecting.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 171/14), allocated to the Stewartry
Museum

Carsphairn
Windy Standard Wind Farm, Carsphairn Forest
Watching brief and walkover survey
Héléna Gray, Stuart Mitchell and Ewan MacNeilage – CFA
Archaeology Ltd
NS 597 029 (centred on) Two walkover surveys were
undertaken, May 2014 and August 2015, during the
construction of infrastructure associated with an extension
to a wind farm. The areas of commercial forestry plantation
and felling have been heavily disturbed and it is unlikely
that any archaeological remains survive in these areas.
Six additional sites were identified: two 19th-century field
boundaries and four cairns. All sites were fenced-off prior
to the start of construction work. The watching brief
undertaken during work close to the putative location of a
Roman Road identified no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: Dumfries and Galloway HER and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Natural Power Consultants Ltd
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Mark Hill
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NX 8430 5450 Tip of a spur, scarps, and a scarp, ditch
and bank on E, define a rectangle measuring 40m N/S x
20m, on several levels, including rock outcrop on E side.
At NX 8428 5454 a semicircular bank exists against a rock
outcrop, together measuring 13m over a 3m bank.
The Newbarns Project
Excavation
Liz and Alastair Penman – The Stewartry Archaeological Trust
NX 8812 5505 A fourteenth season of excavation by volunteer
diggers has continued, July – October 2015, at the North
Cairn. Previous work has been reported in DES 2003, 44;
2005, 42; 2006, 48; 2007, 60; 2008, 51; 2009, 54–5; 2010, 52;
2011, 59; 2012, 56–7; 2013, 60; 2014, 54–55.
Several more prehistoric cremation burials have been
identified in the southern part of the North Cairn. These
were all small, oval features with only one small tea-cup
sized cremation pit in each. These were carefully cobbled
with small stones surrounded on the rim with larger granite
pebbles. The base and sides of some had been cobbled and
were topped with a flat-topped capstone. In two cases the
small capstone was a recycled stone hammer as opposed to
the usual random flat-topped granite boulder set in place
over cushion stones of various sizes and the several burials
here yielded two hone stones and a stone arrowhead.
In the earliest trench the stone foundations of a medieval
building with postholes set behind or in front of them were
uncovered and recorded. This feature can be dated by the
previous finds of local galena-glazed pottery and various
cupro-bronze artefacts dating from the 13th/14th centuries AD.
In the immediate vicinity of this feature evidence was
uncovered of postholes relating to the end part of a medieval
rectangular timber building. This feature will be pursued next
season. At present no datable material has been recovered,
but its close proximity and level to the above mentioned
medieval feature has led to speculation that it may be of
similar date.
Another trench to the W and S of the medieval wall
has yielded a mysterious feature consisting of a S-facing
downwards sloping clay and stone lined channel running
from the cut into the upper level of the cairn and has opened
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The Newbarns Project: Defences 15
into a clay lined circular pit served by the channel which ran
under a 5 ton capstone covering an Early Bronze Age boatshaped burial and into the burial pit. The cobbled feature
itself would appear to have been used as some form of sump
or water supply feature with the huge capstone still in place.
However, at this stage the date and function of this feature
and two distinct pillar stones is unclear. A large posthole was
excavated nearby and the similarity of this to the post pits
for large timbers, excavated elsewhere on site, was noted.
It is hoped that further excavation of this area, which was
flooded during torrential September rain, will take place at
a future date.
On the perimeter of the satellite cairn and the S perimeter of
the North Cairn it became apparent that there was evidence
of a defensive feature surrounding the base of the motte hill.
Previous excavation had uncovered a linear area of timber
palisade leading from the S of the motte hill into its bailey.
Excavation in 2015 provided evidence of a turf wall capped
with large granite boulders joining this feature. The turf wall
leading to a stone founded causeway or platform extending
from the ancient Barnhourie Loch feature, across the waters
of the loch into the base of the motte hill. The causeway
leads directly into a deep 7.1m long pit. This pit contains
two massive postholes set into bedrock, which may have
supported a gate and at least three subsidiary postholes to
the S of the main ones. The causeway is in line with the two
major postholes in the pit. On the far side of the gateway
pit a stone construction of sockets has lead to speculation
that there may have been a timber bridge across the gateway,
which then ran uphill towards the construction at the top of
the motte hill.
Research has confirmed that the bailey was in juxtaposition
on top of part of the earlier prehistoric burial area. Several
timber buildings were built over the later level of the cairn.
Further excavation in 2016 may answer outstanding questions

relating to this fine example of a medieval defensive structure.
Archive and reports: The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbright
Funder: Lt Gen Sir Norman and Lady Jillian Arthur and
Dr Donna Moore

Crossmichael
Crossmichael
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland

The strap junction from Crossmichael (Photo by Neil McLean,
copyright National Museums Scotland)
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NX 73 66 An Iron Age copper alloy cruciform strap junction
was found during metal detecting S of Crossmichael. The
edges are lost, but the design is based on a central reverse
S-spiral with flanking bosses. The boss and trumpet style is
typical of central Britain. The attachment loops on the rear
are broken, and it may have been lost in use.

no archaeological evidence. A shallow, cobble-filled ditch
or pit was recorded in a fifth trench E of Marchfield Farm
(NX 7396 6490 ); this feature, although similar to some of
the foundation trenches investigated in 1951 during the trial
excavation of the adjacent fort, is probably part of a postmedieval field drain.

Glenlochar
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NX 74 64 A number of Roman-period finds have been
recovered in the environs of Glenlochar Roman fort during
metal detecting. A highly curved bronze handle comes from
a wine cup; the stylised female head at the top is probably a
Maenad, a follower of Bacchus. A conical lead weight with
a U-shaped suspension loop may either be a plumb-bob or
a measuring weight (its mass, 40.22g, is almost exactly 1.5
Roman ounces). The two other finds are Iron Age styles
of copper-alloy metalwork which are common finds on
Roman military sites: a circular enamelled harness mount
with a central band of red and blue enamelled lozenges,
flanked by worn curvilinear designs; and a so-called ‘mini
terret’, a D-shaped strap terminal with collars flanking an
attachment bar.

Mains of Greenlaw
Watching brief
David Devereux
NX 74080 64046 A watching brief was carried out, 3–20 April
2015, during the replacement of three electricity poles to the
W of Mains of Greenlaw, which involved the excavation of
a small 1.8m deep trench at each location. The line of the
poles lies to the S of Glenlochar Roman temporary camp
V, in an area where aerial photography has shown pit-like
features. Two trenches (for Poles C and E) produced no
clear archaeological features. One trench (Pole D) partially
sectioned a shallow pit. The pit cut into the natural sand and
gravel and this may provide an explanation for its purpose;
that is as a quarry pit. Although unlikely to be recent the
absence of any finds meant its date could not be ascertained.

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT116/15), allocated to Stewartry
Museum

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 170/14, 33/15 and 36/15),
allocated to the Stewartry Museum

Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: CIET (UK) Ltd

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER and NRHE
Funder: CIET (UK) Ltd

Excavation trench showing natural sands and gravels at Mains of
Greenlaw, Dumfries

The Glenlochar wine-cup handle (Photo by Neil McLean, copyright
National Museums Scotland)
Glenlochar Roman fort and camp
Watching brief
John Pickin
NX 73900 64085 (Canmore ID: 64696) A watching brief was
undertaken on 5 February 2015 during the replacement of five
electricity poles within the area of the scheduled monument.
One machine trench (NX 7406 6407) in the southern
perimeter of the southern Roman camp (Camp V) exposed
part of a steep-sided pit or ditch but no dating evidence was
found. Three other trenches in or close to Camp V produced
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Friars Vennel, Dumfries
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw, David Devereux and John Pickin – Rebecca Shaw
Archaeological Services
NX 970 761 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 30 June – 5 November 2014, in advance of
development at 51–61 Friars Vennel. An initial evaluation
recorded the denuded remains of a possible medieval wall,
consisting of a single course of stones, as well as four sherds
of medieval pottery. Further investigative work recorded
more substantial remains of the medieval wall with five
courses of stone surviving in one section. The NE side of the
wall was bonded with a grey clay with a further additional
revetment along the NE edge. It is possible that this wall was
built as a flood defence.
In total, 33 sherds of pottery were recovered which, with
the exception of one possible 12th-century sherd, are no
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older than 13th or 14th century. A number of the sherds are
thought to have been from a local source and five of the
sherds were imported ware from France. The recovery of this
pottery from a context above the wall indicates that the wall
dates to the 13th century or earlier.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: DGHP

The most significant was a George III coin dated 1799.
Approximately 70m ESE of the house site (at NX 59219
52909) the roofless ruin of the double privy, almost certainly
associated with the house, was cleared of rubble and soil
infill. It has been photographed and planned, and elevation
drawings of its upstanding walls have been produced.
Archive: Dumfries and Galloway HER

Girthon
Syllodioch Factor’s House, Gatehouse of Fleet
Evaluation and excavation
Ron Forster – National Scenic Area Volunteers
NX 59147 52925 The National Scenic Area Volunteers have
been investigating the site of what was the factor’s house in
the early 1800s. In December 2014 the volunteers visited the
site and the only thing to be seen was the deer dyke forming
what we now believe was the walled garden. From January
2015 the group have been visiting the site and exploring the
ground for signs of a structure.
The only information available was a Forestry Commission
plan and the OS survey 1st Edition 6" map of 1854 (Sheet 49).
The OS map indicated the site of three ruins – the privy, the
site of the house and a third as yet unfound structure. The
line of the deer dyke suggests it was built after the house,
as it diverts at unusual angles to miss the house and an old
beech tree. Recently discovered is what looks like the cheek
end of a gateway into the garden area. It is formed by two
cut granite blocks. The other cheek is still to be discovered.
A slight depression in ground level was noted and within
it a few granite boulders. It was assumed this must be manmade so the depression was investigated. It turned out
that it was man-made and the fill material was in layers,
made up of a mixture of soil, a large amount of small to
medium sized stones, a few bricks and a large amount of
lime mortar. Further investigation revealed a stone wall and
this was followed until the size of the room was established.
This room is obviously a cellar or basement. The walls are
of random stone bedded in lime mortar and have a plaster
finish. The E wall is just below the existing ground level
and has been finished to a flat level surface as if to form a
bearing for floor joists. The W wall is mostly at a lower level,
which would be the level of a window sill. There are two
window locations set into the wall, which we assume would
be to let natural light into the cellar. The N wall has one
window location. The removal of some of the rubble from
the cellar revealed short lengths of plaster cornice, lumps
of lime mortar into which a large amount of glass had been
embedded, pieces of clay pottery (roof tiles and vessels?)
glass etc.
Beyond the walls of the cellar there are further walls to the
N side which have only been partly exposed. A semi-circle
of brick has just been exposed and further removal of topsoil
may reveal a circular feature. Some of the walls in this area
are built of brick.
To the N of the building there is a drain running E to
W and constructed of stone and brick. Nearby is a red
sandstone cut slab, which is assumed to be the cover for
the manhole. The manhole is surrounded by some large
flat stones, which suggests this was a paved area and used
regularly. Not far away is a heap of small stones which the
local farmer advised is covering stone slabs over a well. The
OS map shows a track passing through the site with a spur
leading to the house.
Before any work started a metal detector was run over the
area beyond the depression and a few objects were found.

The privy at the site of the Syllodioch Factor’s House

Gretna
West Scales Farm
Desk-based assessment, walkover survey and evaluation
Chris Lowe and Paul Masser – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NY 27480 67652 A desk-based study, walkover survey
and assessment visits were carried out, 11 September –
14 December 2014, in order to identify archaeological sites
that may be affected by the proposed development of five
wind turbines and establish their current condition. A single
post-medieval farmstead that had been previously recorded
on the Dumfries and Galloway HER was identified.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Airvolution Energy Ltd

Johnstone
Lochbrow (Lochbrow Landscape Project)
Survey and aerial photography
Kirsty Millican, Helen Goodchild and Dorothy Graves McEwan –
Lochbrow Landscape Project
NY 09423 89153 (Canmore ID: 85099) Timber circle,
NY 09535 89129 (Canmore ID: 68244) Barrows, NY 09513
89227 (Canmore ID: 85100) Timber cursus, NY 09514 89350
(Canmore ID: 85092) Timber cursus.
The Lochbrow Landscape Project investigates the
archaeological sites and landscapes at and around Lochbrow,
integrating a range of different research techniques including
cropmark analysis, geophysics, experiential analysis, 3D and
predictive modelling.
A sixth season of fieldwork was undertaken at Lochbrow
19 – 26 September 2015 by the Lochbrow Landscape Project
team. This year, the work focused on the continuation of
the geophysical surveys (DES 2011; 2012; 2013; 2014),
experiential survey (DES 2013; 2014) and kite aerial
photography (DES 2014) initiated in previous years. The
work focuses on investigating the development of the sites
and landscapes at and around Lochbrow by studying the
location and wider context of a prehistoric cropmark complex
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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comprising a timber cursus, timber circles and barrows, as
well as the location of two palisaded enclosures. This year
resistance survey was undertaken along the length of the
cursus, the remaining section of the timber circle and linking
up previously surveyed areas. This identified further timber
circle post pits as well as linear features probably associated
with the cursus and additional, less well defined, features
around the location of the known monuments. The data
gathered this year will be added to and compared with the
resistance and fluxgate gradiometry data gathered in previous
years and the re-assessment of the cropmarks recorded on
aerial photographs. A structured experiential survey was also
undertaken, recording visual and acoustic perception across
the whole of the cursus field and within the location of the
palisaded enclosures. This aims to add another dimension
to the way in which we understand the sites and landscapes
at Lochbrow by recording changing perception across the
Lochbrow landscape. Preliminary analysis of the recorded
observations suggests that they highlight some interesting
relationships. Kite aerial photography was undertaken in
both the cursus field and the field in which the palisaded
enclosures have been recorded with the aim of gaining a
quality photographic record of the landscape.
Archive and report: ADS and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Royal Archaeological Institute
Website: lochbrowlandscapeproject.wordpress.com

Kirkconnel
Spango
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Ross Cameron and Nicholas Uglow – Addyman Archaeology
NS 7700 1480 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in advance of the construction of a proposed
wind farm at Spango. A desk-based assessment identified 17
possible sites. A walkover survey on 24 July 2013 identified
a further eight new sites. Few of the sites will be directly
affected by the planned work and mitigation strategies have
been proposed for any sites close to the development work.
Archive: Dumfries and Galloway HER and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Community Windpower Ltd

Kirkcowan
Kilgallioch
Evaluation and survey
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 220 730 A programme of work was undertaken at
Kilgallioch in advance of the construction of a wind farm.
A walkover survey was carried out, 29 April – 10 July 2015,
with a subsequent evaluation from 19–22 October 2015.
The walkover survey visited 111 sites of which 76 were
recorded for the first time during this study. The archaeology
is dominated by post-medieval farming remains typified
by farmsteads with associated field systems and dry stone
animal enclosures which are clustered on areas of higher,
better drained land with greater agricultural potential. The
presence of a group of unenclosed platform settlements and
other more isolated prehistoric remains such as hut circles
and burnt mounds show the area was settled in prehistory.
The evaluation undertaken prior to road construction
consisted of the hand excavation of three slots across known
archaeological features, fencing one site and evaluating
three further sites. A general photographic record was also
produced of the work carried out at the site. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Arcus Consulting Ltd

Geophysical survey in progress at Lochbrow

Kirkcudbright

Kells

Kirkcudbright
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NX 67 49 Two cast copper-alloy mounts, one zoomorphic,
the other a plaque depicting the crucifixion of Christ, were
found near Kirkcudbright during metal detecting. The
openwork crucifixion plaque depicts Christ flanked by the
spear- and sponge-bearers, with an angel depicted over each
shoulder. This plaque is one of a small number of similar
objects of probable Irish origin A date of AD1100 has been
widely accepted for the group, though it stylistically a
wider 9th–12th-century date may be more appropriate. Holes
for rivets, some of which survive in situ, demonstrate the
method of attachment; what the plaques were attached to is
unclear but possibilities include a book or processional cross.
This is the only example found in Scotland. An incomplete
narrow rectangular openwork mount with zoomorphic motif
was also found nearby. It appears to date from the 11th–12th
centuries.

Forrest Estate
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NX 54688 87073, NX 54314 86337 and NX 54751 85651 A deskbased assessment and walkover survey were undertaken in
advance of proposed woodland planting. The desk-based
assessment identified 14 possible sites. A walkover survey
on 12 May 2014 identified nine of these known sites and
five additional new sites. Almost all of the sites related to
agricultural activity and were considered to be of little
significance. It was recommended that all sites should be
demarcated and avoided during tree planting, with mitigation
measures put in place to protect two pre-improvement
farmsteads, which were considered of moderate significance.
It was also recommended that both sites should be surveyed
if planting takes place in their vicinity.
Archive and report: Dumfries and Galloway HER and National
Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: DGA Forestry
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The objects were claimed together as Treasure Trove (TT 142/14),
allocated to National Museums Scotland

D U M F R I E S A N D G A L L O W AY
Kirkcudbright Kirkyard (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey and Mhairi Maxwell – Glasgow School of Art
NX 69073 51128 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March 2015. The
project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D digital data
of heritage sites that are of significance to the community
groups and which they wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with the Kirkcudbright History
Society, from the 4–5 October 2014. Together, working in the
Kirkcudbright Kirkyard, we modelled three grave monuments
using photogrammetry (two are archived with the ADS) and
recorded the inscriptions on two of these using the technique
of Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI). The three
grave monuments included one dedicated to the traveller
Billy Marshall who died in 1792, an 18th-century gravestone
with one face completely occupied by raised lettering, and
an ornate tablestone grave dedicated to Samuel Herries who
died in 1793.

Kirkpatrick Durham
Brooklands Mill
Standing building recording
John Pickin
NX 8085 7305 A basic survey was carried out of this early
19th-century farmstead in advance of its conversion to
modern housing. The buildings, erected around three sides
of a cobbled courtyard, consist of byres, stables, store rooms,
cart sheds, a farm cottage and a water-powered mill with
a holding pond and lade. The farmstead may have been
associated with nearby Brooklands House. The two-storey
mill building was constructed as a threshing mill but later
converted to a saw mill. The iron water wheel and some
internal machinery from the last phase of operation still
survived.
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: J Armstrong

Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Kirkmahoe
East Gallaberry
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NX 97 82 Metal detecting near East Gallaberry recovered six
bronze and silver coins of the late 1st/early 2nd century and
a fragmentary enamelled plate-on-bow brooch. These will
be connected to the extensive Roman activity known in the
area, with a camp at West Gallaberry and an Antonine fort
to the S at Carzield.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT177/14), allocated to Dumfries
Museum

Water wheel at Brooklands Mill. The threshing and saw mill is to
the right

Middlebie
Pennershaughshill, Ecclefechan
Desk-based assessment
Alastair Becket and Dawn Ferry – Northlight Heritage
NY 2160 7343 A desk-based assessment was carried out, 2–5
February 2015, in advance of the proposed construction of
a solar farm. The work indicated that there are no known
archaeological sites; however, there is some potential for
undiscovered sub-surface remains to survive on the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: GH SPV 49 Ltd

Morton

The fragmentary plate-on-bow brooch from East Gallaberry; length
28 mm. The enamel is opaque mid-blue. Drawn by Alan Braby

Thornhill
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NX 88 95 A Roman lead weight was found during metal
detecting just S of Thornhill. It is a low truncated cone in
form (D 25mm, H 13mm, W 53.7g) with an incised II on the
top, representing two ounces. The findspot lies close to the
presumed line of the Nith Valley Roman road, and is likely to
relate to activity associated with the road.
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New Abbey

Stoneykirk

New Abbey Corn Mill
Standing building recording and watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NX 9622 6624 A programme of standing building recording
was carried out on 12 January 2015 of New Abbey Corn
Mill. The upgrading of the existing ventilation system, the
removal of a ventilation unit occupying the water wheel pit
and levelling of the floor in this area for a new unit provided
the opportunity to examine building features that are usually
hidden. The levelling of the floor had a negligible impact on
the floor deposits.

Sandhead
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NX 09 50 A worn, gilt copper-alloy sword pommel of early
medieval date was found near Sandhead during metal
detecting. The pommel is decorated with interlace, what may
be highly worn zoomorphic designs, and ribbing; the latter is
reminiscent of that on the St Ninian’s Isle sword chapes. An
8th – 9th century AD date is likely. Decorated sword pommels
of early medieval date are rare finds in Scotland.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

New Luce
Glenchamber
Walkover survey and watching brief
Samantha Hickman – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NX 232 645 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
mitigation works, consisting of a walkover survey,
demarcation of specific sites and targeted watching briefs
was carried out, January – September 2015, prior to and
during construction work for the Glenchamber Wind Farm.
A stone culvert and the surface of the military road were
uncovered during the watching brief.

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 73/15), allocated to Stewartry
Museum

Tongland
Tongland Abbey
Geophysical survey
Richard Jones

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and SMR
Funder: RES

Old Luce
South Boreland, Dunragit
Evaluation
Rob Engl and Stuart Wilson – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 17800 57190 An evaluation was carried out, 17–21 August
2015, in advance of proposed mineral development on a
10.64ha area at South Boreland. The evaluation excluded areas
of steeply sloping ground, standing water and around live
services. Trial trenching of an 8% (4256 linear metres) sample
of the evaluation area recorded a later prehistoric ring-groove,
a flint rich deposit of Mesolithic date and a cluster of truncated
cremation pits or features. Fragments of cremated human
bone and sherds of decorated later prehistoric decorated
ceramic were recovered from one of the cremation pits. The
archaeological remains were localised, being restricted to a
low rise at the edge of the coastal fringe. A single sherd of
unstratified post-medieval ceramic was also recovered from the
topsoil in this area. Topsoil was relatively thin across the site
with pockets of colluvium occurring in many of the lower lying
trenches. Sub-soil consisted of free draining sands and gravels.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CgMs Consulting

Rerrick
Rerrick
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NX 75 46 Two Late Bronze Age sword blade fragments were
found by metal detecting.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 167/14), allocated to the Stewartry
Museum, Kirkcudbright
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All that remains above ground of Tongland Abbey
NX 69762 53894 (Canmore ID: 64048) A geophysical survey
was undertaken, 1–31 May 2015, as part of the Magna
Carta 800 Project, which aimed to detect remains of the
Premonstratensian abbey and its associated monastic
buildings. The area best suited for investigation was the
lawn of the former manse lying to the immediate S of the
N wall of the old parish church and SW of the later parish
church. Resistivity and magnetometry survey of an 800m2
area recorded several anomalies, the largest of which may
represent accumulations of stonework interconnected at
greater depth by short stretches of wall. Lying c30m S of
the old parish church wall, this complex, which corresponds
to slight surface undulations, covers a c35 x 15m area and
is orientated roughly NW/SE. Its S side has a well defined
linear boundary.
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Archive and report: Dumfries and Galloway Council HER
Funder: Tongland and Ringford Community Council

Whithorn
Whithorn Parish Church
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NX 44441 40341 A watching brief was carried out, 23–24
March 2015, during repairs to the retaining wall at Whithorn
Parish Church. The work revealed that the wall had been
subject to previous phases of repair and the sections consisting
of solid mortared walling were left in situ. The sections
that were removed were of dry stone construction revetted
against various deposits of mainly loosely compacted soil
and stones. The removal of the SSE end of the wall revealed
that the wall had been built directly on either the natural
bedrock or orange boulder clay.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: Dumfries and Galloway Council

Wigtown
Carsegowan Munitions Factory
Standing building recording
John Pickin
NX 4298 5955 A basic survey was carried out of this WW2
munitions factory in advance of the conversion of three
buildings. Two of the buildings were multi-purpose stores
and workshops erected adjacent to the factory’s own
railway line. Both buildings were steel-framed constructions
with brick walls and flat concrete roofs. The third building
was a brick structure with two entrances protected by
flanking blast walls. This was probably the site’s electricity
sub-station.
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr and Mrs McClure

DUNDEE
Dundee
Mary Slessor Commemorative Stone, City Churches
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 40444 30084 (centred on) A watching brief was
carried out on 25 November 2014 during excavations for
a commemorative stone for Mary Slessor. The area under
investigation was located at the SE corner of the raised
grassed area on the S side of the City Churches just to the
N of the Market Cross. It was considered likely that this area
would have formed part of the medieval graveyard that was
known to exist on the S side of the church. This location is
also on the course of the former School Wynd, (later South
Lindsay Street), a historic route, which, until the 19th century
was named Kirk Wynd, passing on the W side of the church
and joining Nethergate. It is possible that Kirk Wynd may
have formed the W boundary of St Mary’s Kirkyard in the
medieval period.
The excavations consisted of a small test pit, 1m deep, to
locate an electric cable and a 2 x 2m by 0.5m deep excavation
for the concrete base for the setting of the commemorative
stone. Both excavations revealed made ground to a depth

of at least 0.5m bottoming onto a compacted stony layer
with modern finds. Although the test pit reached a depth of
1m, no traces of the burial ground or any other significant
archaeological remains were encountered. It was concluded
that burials have either been removed, lie at a much lower
level, or that the site was outwith the burial ground.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Dundee City Council

Liff and Benvie
Dundee West
Evaluation and watching brief
Rob Engl and Stuart Wilson – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 345 319, NO 343 316 and NO 340 313 An evaluation was
undertaken, 5–19 February 2015, in advance of proposed
development on land to the W of Dundee. The area consisted
of two areas (Areas 5 and 6).
A watching brief was carried out during topsoil stripping of
two land parcels (Areas B and C) in Area 5. Several features
and a culvert were recorded. Although several of the features
contained no finds and therefore remain of unknown date,
the amount of white ceramic and glass recovered from some
of the other features suggests they were modern in date.
A 5% evaluation of an 11ha area (Area 6) recorded no finds
or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Springfield Properties Ltd

EAST AYRSHIRE
Auchinleck
Woodland and Farm Cottages, Dumfries House
Watching brief and excavation
Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 54085 21130 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 April –
16 May 2014, during the removal of topsoil and overburden
from the known remains of a POW camp (Camp 22). The
work revealed the remains of three rectangular brick and
concrete buildings, and another four walls were partially
exposed. All structures were cleaned, excavated and fully
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The Great Steward of Scotland’s Dumfries House Trust

Dalyrymple
Hollybush
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NS 39 15 A fragment of a Middle Bronze Age flanged chisel
was found by metal detecting near Hollybush. As a result of
metal detecting there has been a perceptible increase in the
recovery of small Bronze Age tools.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 151/14), allocated to NMS
(accession no: X.DC 162)

Galston
Barrmill Road, Galston
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
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A visualisation of Panel 1 at Ballochmyle rock art outcrop (detail), showing local relief, with the surface coloured according to distance
from vertical
NS 50273 36711 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
15–16 February 2015, at 11 Barrmill Road in advance of
development. In general the trenches indicated a high level
of disturbance across the area, mainly from either late 18thor 19th-century constructions. Although occasional sherds
of late 19th- and early 20th-century china were recovered, it
appears that previous constructions/demolitions had reduced
the ground to the subsoil level, with variations in the level of
the subsoil probably due to a natural rise in the ground in the
southern area of the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: WoSAS
Funder: W and M Property Development Ltd

Mauchline
Ballochmyle
Survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 5107 2552 A 3D laser scanning and high-resolution
photogrammetrical survey of the extensive cup- and ringmarked outcrop at Ballochmyle was undertaken on 28 April
2015. High resolution geometric meshes were created and
integrated with existing traditional hand-drawn illustrations
to provide new visualisations of the carvings. A series of
analytical techniques were also employed to produce colour
coded and shaded views of the carved surfaces.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

New Cumnock/Ochiltree
Coylton to New Cumnock Overhead Line
Walkover survey and watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 462 197 – NS 588 111 A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken, November 2013 – May 2015, during
work associated with the upgrading of an overhead power
line.
The post-felling survey found no new upstanding
archaeological remains, and it is likely that previous forestry
operations destroyed any potential sites. Several sites outside
the afforested area were visited and found to be as previously
described, except for one site which could not be located due
62

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

to thick forestry. These sites were demarcated to avoid damage
during the ground-breaking works for nearby access tracks.
During the watching brief, three small features, likely to be
of agricultural origin, were discovered. Several field drains
were present in areas of improved land. No other significant
buried archaeological remains were identified.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (HRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and WoSAS
Funder: Iberdrola Engineering and Construction

Old Cumnock
Dumfries House – Stables and Maze
Watching brief and evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick and Kevin Mooney – GUARD
Archaeology Ltd
NS 5390 2050 A watching brief was undertaken, 20 April – 12
June 2015, during the excavation of foundations and ground
preparation work required for the extension to the stables at
Dumfries House. An evaluation was also undertaken of an
area, adjacent to the Avenue Bridge within Dumfries House
Estate, prior to the planned construction of a circular yew
hedge maze and associated features. No features or finds of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Dumfries House Estates

Sorn
Catrine Weir, Catrine
Watching brief
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 533 260 A watching brief was carried out, 20 May –
30 July 2014, during the rehabilitation and restoration works
associated with repairs to Catrine Weir, and was undertaken
in accordance with scheduled monument consent granted by
Historic Scotland. The work revealed the 18th/19th-century
structure of the weir face, its crest and partially exposed
the upper crib and plank components. A full drawn and
photographic record was made recording the detail of its
construction.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
WoSAS
Funder: Covanburn Contracts
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EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE

EAST LOTHIAN

Kirkintilloch

Dirleton

Bar Hill and Castle Hill Roman forts
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7070 7585 and NS 7087 7608 A watching brief was
undertaken on 2 Dec 2014 during the replacement of
interpretive signs at Bar Hill and Castle Hill on the Antonine
Wall, near Twechar. In the shallow trench excavated near
Bar Hill, a broken body sherd from a Samian Ware vessel
was found in a previously disturbed deposit. There were no
other finds or features of archaeological significance.

Castle Mains, Dirleton
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 5168 8405 A desk-based assessment and trial trenching
evaluation were carried out, on 9 February 2015, in
advance of the submission of a planning application for
a bungalow. The evaluation recorded a limited number of
features; comprising stone settings, rubble spreads and an
unexcavated pit. A range of buildings are depicted to the
NW of Dirleton Castle on Roy’s Military Map, although
the exact position of these is hard to place on the ground
today. The stone settings and rubble may derive from the
demolition of these structures or later boundary walls. The
pit towards the western end of Trench 2 could possibly be
an animal burial, although this is a tentative interpretation.
Artefacts recovered but not retained consisted of 19th- and
20th-century pottery and glass.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Twechar Roman Temporary Camp
Watching brief
Julie M Lochrie – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 6978 7542 A watching brief was undertaken, 3–4
November 2012, during the upgrading of overhead
power lines within the scheduled ancient monument of
Twechar Roman temporary camp. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded during the
groundwork associated with the replacement of poles and
cable joints.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Freedom Network Services

New Kilpatrick
Burgh Halls, Bearsden
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair and Kenneth Green – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 54192 72132 A watching brief was carried out, 9–15 July
2015, during site investigation work prior to refurbishment
of the Burgh Halls. The building lies within the buffer zone
for the Frontiers of the Roman Empire (Antonine Wall)
World Heritage Site and there was the possibility that the
Halls may have been built over the infilled ditch of the
Antonine Wall.
Three trenches were hand excavated, one inside the
building and two outside in the car park (one to the W
and one to the E of the building). A deposit of natural clay
was recorded below layers of made ground, but no finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Anderson Bell and Christie/Hubwest

Douglasmuir Quarry, Milngavie
Excavation
Beth Spence and Kenneth H Green – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 514 749 An excavation was undertaken, 27 October 2014
– 13 October 2015, during two phases of quarry expansion.
The investigation, which was designed to strip, map and
record any archaeological remains, revealed a concentration
of features of archaeological significance, consisting of stone
and silt spreads containing prehistoric ceramic and lithics.
These were interpreted as possible cairn remains, of potential
Neolithic date. Evidence of cultivation furrows was also
uncovered.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: LaFarge Tarmac

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: WJ Simpson and Son, Castle Mains, Dirleton

Engine Cottage, North Berwick
Watching brief
Stuart Wilson – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 53521 85354 A watching brief was carried out, 28–29
September 2015, during topsoil stripping associated with
the construction of a single house. The area is located at
the western most extent of the Carlekemp Plantation, which
is associated with the 19th-century manor style Carlekemp
House. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: ZONE Architects

Gullane Sandy Loan
Watching brief
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 48140 82732 A watching brief was undertaken, 9–23
July 2015, during topsoil stripping along the line of
foundations in a development plot to the N of the Main
Street of Gullane. As the site lies between the medieval
churchyard and the village, the potential for evidence of
human activity was considered high. However, although
excavated in some areas to a depth of 1.5m below the current
ground surface, the only remains uncovered belonged to a
range of buildings that may be associated with the building
that shares the plot; a possible coach house and stables.
The only other remains related to a garage that previously
stood on the site.
Archive: CHC and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: Reywood Construction Ltd

Dunbar
Hallhill Farm, Dunbar
Evaluation
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 67123 77874 (centred on) A total of 13 trial trenches
were excavated in October 2014 within a previously
identified long cist cemetery, in order to determine
how much damage had been done to the cemetery and
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possible enclosing ditch during ground-breaking activities
associated with the excavation of a drainage trench and
foundations for a pumping station.
The work established that the cut for the drainage
trench, which was orientated cNW/SE, had removed any
traces of possible archaeological remains in this area. The
cut for the foundation trench of the pumping station was
identified, although the western edge of the foundation
trench could not be located due to on site constraints. It
can be assumed that the dimensions of the foundation
trench were similar around the pumping station footprint
and any archaeological remains from within this area will
have been removed.
Long cists and cut graves were recorded in six trenches
within the central part of the evaluation area and
preservation has been shown to be good, with capstones
often remaining in situ. In combination with the evaluation
results from 2003 and 2005, the likely extent of the known
cemetery can be plotted. It appears that c60% of the likely
extent of the cemetery still survives in situ, despite the
unauthorised excavation, in particular the most densely
occupied part of the cemetery.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Taylor Wimpey Ltd

Hedderwick Farm
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins and Donald Matthews – Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society
NT 63324 78479 A ground resistance survey, consisting of
two 40 x 40m areas of an arable farm, was carried out on
12 September 2015. The survey area is near to a recorded
enclosure, possible settlement and cropmark site. We were
advised that prehistoric finds have been recovered from
this field. The two survey areas were separated by a 40 x
40m sector which was not surveyed. The survey showed a
clear SW to NE delineation between the higher and lower
resistance areas which is difficult to interpret as anything
other than geology. There is also evidence of drainage
channels or possible rig and furrow cultivation.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

Newtonlees, Dunbar
Evaluation
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 68735 77915 An evaluation was carried out, 14–29
September 2015, in advance of a residential development
on a greenfield site. A 10% evaluation of the 9.8ha site was
conducted consisting of 4500 linear metres of trenching.
The evaluation revealed a simple stratigraphic sequence of
agricultural topsoil overlying natural varied glacial till. No
significant archaeological remains were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Robertson Homes Ltd and Bett Homes

Our Lady of the Waves Car Park
Watching brief
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 67745 79104 A watching brief was carried out,
1 January 2014 – 4 May 2015, during work associated with
the creation of a tarmac car park. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: CHC and Historic Environment Scotland (intended)
Funder: Mrs M Blair
64

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

Haddington
Dovecot Field, Haddington
Evaluation
Kenneth Green – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 50234 73018 A trial trenching evaluation was carried
out, 11–14 August 2015, in advance of a proposed residential
development. The evaluation sampled 5% (3340m²) of the
6.68ha development area. The only features recorded were
two 20th-century postholes, which both contained modern
glass and ceramic.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: East Lothian Council

Garleton Hill Transmission Relay
Evaluation
David Connolly and Kai Wallace – Connolly Heritage
Consultancy
NT 51379 76014 An evaluation was carried out on 21 April
2015, prior to the construction of the base for a transmitter
mast, near the scheduled enclosure on Barney Hill. The work
recorded no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: CHC and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: Lothian Broadband

Gateside Road, Haddington
Evaluation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 49800 73833 An evaluation was carried out, 21–22 May
2015, in advance of a residential development. The machine
excavation of 11 trenches, covering an area of 1600m²,
recorded no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Persimmon Homes East Scotland Ltd

Lady Kitty’s Garden, Haddington
Excavation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 51862 73762 A total of four test pits were excavated in
Lady Kitty’s Garden in November 2014. Despite conclusive
results from a geophysical survey, no structural remains
were uncovered, and all the features recorded related to mid20th-century dumping and deep infilling of the garden. It is
possible any earlier structural features lie at a deeper level
and their location would require a larger excavation.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: CHC Heritage

Neilson Park, Haddington
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 5200 7360 A watching brief was undertaken, 16–23
February 2015, during ground-breaking work associated with
the removal of existing tarmac tennis courts and ground
preparation in advance of the creation of new tennis courts,
which will occupy part of the northern limits of the old courts.
The work involved the removal of material from the southern
area of the new courts. Natural sandy clay was recorded in
most of the excavated areas although at the southern edge of
the new tennis courts a deep deposit of agricultural type soil
was uncovered.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: East Lothian District Council
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Innerwick
Aikengall/Crystal Rig Wind Farm
Watching brief
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 687 688 A watching brief was carried out, 5 September
2014 – 7 July 2015, during topsoil stripping associated with
the creation of 50m wide track connecting the Aikengall and
Crystal Rig Wind Farms over the Monynut Water. A bomb
crater was recorded with large fragments of shrapnel, taken
to come from a German Heinkel bomber (probably carrying
four 250kg HE bombs), the bomb crater is the result of a
jettisoned surplus bomb.
Archive: CHC and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: Community Windpower Ltd

Inveresk
Carberry Mains
Standing building recording
Jürgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 3660 7020 A programme of historic building recording was
carried out on 28 October 2014, in advance of the proposed
conversion of three stone farm buildings to dwellings and the
sale of a fourth building located at nearby Carberry Trows. A
brief assessment of documentary evidence showed that the
earliest reference to Carberry Mains dates to the late 16th century
and the earliest mapped buildings from the mid-18th century.
A substantial farm consisting of several rectangular buildings
around a courtyard had developed by the early 19th century,
although this appears to have been largely remodelled in the
second half of that century with the construction of Carberry
Mains House. The buildings recorded in 2014 all relate to this
period of activity, though it is possible that part of the S range
has its origins in the earlier 19th century. The 20th-century
modifications reduced a much larger complex of stone buildings
to the four structures described here.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Elayne Blackwood

Inveresk Village Road, Inveresk
Watching brief and evaluation
Samantha Hickman and Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 3445 7214 A watching brief and evaluation were carried
out, 21 January – 24 August 2015, during ground-breaking
work associated with the creation of extensions at 3 Inveresk
Village Road. The area was considered of interest as it
is close to several scheduled Roman sites and within the
boundary of the inventory battlefield of Pinkie. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded during
topsoil stripping.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: East Lothian Council Archaeology Service
Funder: EMA Architecture + Design Limited per Patrick Teague

Lewisvale Park, Musselburgh
Watching brief
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 34856 72293 A watching brief was carried out, 12–19
February 2015, during ground-breaking work associated
with the rebuilding of tennis courts. As topsoil was stripped
numerous fragments of post-medieval ceramics were
recovered. Once the topsoil was removed a cluster of three
pits and a linear ditch were found cut into the natural subsoil.
A small number of ceramic finds from within these features
differed from the ceramics within the topsoil and may

indicate a Roman date for these features. A post-excavation
phase of analyses may be required on the recovered material.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Fouin and Bell Architects Ltd

Newhailes Estate
Standing building recording
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 32645 72548 A photographic survey and drawn record
were produced, April – August 2015, of the Flower Garden
Wall and Walled Garden Yard in the Newhailes Estate.
The curved brick wall which was phased and dated to the
c1780s is separated from the Long Garden by a straight wall
that predated the Flower Garden and Walled Garden. The
10 blocked cupboards have been tentatively described as bee
boles, while the nature of the arched blind openings at the
base of the NW exterior elevation are still uncertain, but may
relate to fruit trees, and the need for root spread that does not
disturb or damage wall foundations.
Archive: CHC and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Newhailes Estate
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair and Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 3254 7249 An evaluation was undertaken, April –
October 2015, of the kitchen garden at Newhailes. The
garden is divided in two by a brick partition wall, which
has built-in heating vents and channels designed to heat a
lean-to greenhouse or similar. Four stone-built structures
were uncovered built against the partition wall and these
may represent boiler rooms. Topsoil stripping also revealed
a number of features relating to previous use of the walled
garden. Gravel paths, a low stone-built linear feature, the
remnants of a storage shed and two large animal burials.
Part of a large infilled ditch and several furrows from rig and
furrow cultivation were revealed that probably pre-date the
garden. A number of rubble-filled drains and ceramic field
drains were also uncovered criss-crossing the garden.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Newhailes Estate
Watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 32529 72434 A watching brief was carried out, June
– August 2015, during the installation of a new drain for
Greenhouse 1, within the grounds of Newhailes Estate.
Features associated with the construction and drainage of
the greenhouse were discovered including a concrete surface,
cast iron water pipe and small corner section of brick wall.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Wallyford
Excavation and survey
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 365 716, NT 369 714 and NT 371 727 A programme of
archaeological work including a metal detecting survey and
excavation were undertaken, 17 November – 10 December
2014, in advance of a proposed residential development.
Following the results of previous evaluations undertaken
by CFA Archaeology in 2008 and 2009, three sites (site
identification 1, 8 and 9) within Areas 1 and 4, were identified
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as having substantial archaeological remains. The areas
under investigation, which measured 50 x 50m, underwent
topsoil stripping and the exposed archaeological remains
were then excavated and recorded.
The excavation of Site 1 revealed more of the 19th-century
mine workings exposed by the previous evaluation in 2009.
This site was until 2012 a scheduled monument marked as
a supposed prehistoric cropmark. The current work and
associated map regression identified the site as the remains
of a 19th-century machine stalk associated with structures
exposed in 2009.
Site 9 revealed a truncated stone platform measuring 12.0
x 9.0m and enclosed to the W and SW by a V-shaped ditch.
Though of probable prehistoric date, no associated artefacts
were recovered during excavation, and the date and function
of the site remains unknown.
The earlier evaluation of Site 8 revealed three sites of
archaeological interest. The easternmost of these sites was
described as a sunken floored feature. A 50 x 50m area was
stripped revealing the substantial remains of a stone-built
prehistoric roundhouse measuring 9 x 12m and partially
revetted into the slope. The roundhouse revealed two phases
of construction with the original circular wall construction
undergoing significant alteration with a realignment of the
inner face of the outer wall helping to create a more subrectangular structure. This contained a partially metalled
floor of small sub-rounded stone cobbles set into the natural.
A possible threshold was located in the SE corner of the
structure. The building was filled by a dark brown organic
clay silt. This produced ceramics of probable Iron Age date
together with 19th-century ceramics.
A substantial integral drainage ditch was also associated
with the structure channelling water from the eastern groundslope away from the building to the NW. It is possible that
the sub-rectangular phase of the structure represents the later
reuse of the roundhouse as a byre.
The topsoil strip also revealed the truncated remains of
a prehistoric ring-groove roundhouse measuring 9.0m in
diameter. This was located to the SW of the revetted structure
and consisted of a substantial curvilinear ring-groove feature
and several internal pit/postholes. A saddle quern rubber or
top-stone was recovered from the fill of the ring-groove.
Two other features were recorded within the area of the
topsoil strip. The first of these was a linear ditch aligned E/W
and probably associated with the ring-groove structure. The
second was a large roughly oval erosional hollow located to
the S of the revetted structure. This feature measured 15m
E/W by 13m N/S and was 0.3m deep. No cut was observed. A
small area of stone metalling was present within the SE corner
of the feature. The hollow was filled by an organic deposit
of sandy clay silt. It is probable that the hollow represents
the remains of a stock enclosure possibly associated with the
revetted structure to the immediate N.
A metal detecting survey was also undertaken within
Area 4. This produced 51 objects including a musket ball, a
sprigged pistol shot, and two impacted musket balls which
are possibly related to the battle of Pinkie (1547). Further
post-excavation analyses and reporting will be required.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: East Lothian Developments Ltd

North Berwick
Law Primary School
Evaluation
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
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NT 55161 84367 An evaluation was carried out on 3 August
2015, in advance of the construction of new sports pitches. A
5% evaluation of the 1.4ha site was conducted consisting of
350 linear metres of trenching. The work revealed a simple
stratigraphic sequence of agricultural topsoil overlying
natural boulder clay. This was drained in the lower parts of
the field by occasional field drains. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: East Lothian Council

Tantallon Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5952 8497, NT 5959 8493 and NT 5964 8503 A watching
brief was carried out on 20 July 2015, during the installation
of new signs and the replacement of interpretation panels.
Surfaces of anthropomorphic origin were revealed in the
trenches at NT 5952 8497 and NT 5964 8503. These were not
excavated and were left undisturbed. There were no other
finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

Tantallon Castle
Evaluation and excavation
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 595 850 (centred on) A series of five trenches (18, 19, 20,
22 and 23) were excavated at various locations within and
around Tantallon Castle, in August and September 2015, in
order to test the results of previous geophysical survey across
the site (DES 2013, 73).
Trench 18 (NT 5944 8492) revealed evidence of two phases
of ditch construction. The first of these was defined as a
possible early medieval defensive ditch. The cut of the early
ditch was excavated to a depth of 2m and was 4m wide,
most likely running across the neck of the promontory at
the most westerly point. The cut ditch was complimented by
an upcast earthen bank on its E and W sides. The ditch had
been allowed to naturally backfill over time. Pottery evidence
suggests this gradual infill occurred between the 12th – 14th
centuries.
The second phase of activity in Trench 18 saw the partial
re-cutting of the earlier ditch, making it wider, straighter
and flat bottomed, with a total overall length of 125m. This
work was augmented with the addition of a series of well
preserved turf structures. The finished work is most likely
part of the mid-17th-century siege-works. The turf structures
comprised: a wide, flat-topped rampart to the E, over the
Phase 1 eastern bank; a revetment against the re-cut inner
faces of the E and W Phase 1 banks; low walls at the E and
W sides of the ditch base; and a walking surface across the
flat base of the ditch. There was also evidence of timberwork
(posts) along the western side of the outer (eastern) rampart.
Trench 19 (NT 5951 8506) cut across the line of a multiphase, heavily eroded bank with four associated phases of
landscaping/dumping, all overlying a stone capped, channellike feature. Phase 1 was defined by a partially exposed dry
stone structure – a possible drain or flue (as yet undated).
Phase 2 was defined by a dry stone revetting wall and low
earthwork, demarcating a bank/boundary aligned roughly
E/W and associated with dumped material to the N. This
phase probably dates to the 14th – 15th centuries. Phase 3,
dating to the 16th – 17th centuries, saw the early earth bank/
boundary heightened and widened with further dumped
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soils as part of a more general landscaping exercise which
extended northwards of the earlier bank. The bank itself
survived, although heavily eroded, as the N side of a low
terrace or platform. Finally, Phase 4 saw the northern area
of low earthworks sealed by dumped 20th-century debris,
probably reflecting clearance works across the site.
Trench 20 (NT 5953 8506) was intended to develop further
the results of previous work (in 2014) where evidence of
a stone structure, featuring recycled masonry, had been
revealed. The present work revealed four phases of activity,
with Phase 1 defined by evidence of stone cutting/dressing
associated with a possible timber enclosure, dating to
the 14th – 15th centuries. Phase 2 saw the construction
of a stone enclosure or building featuring a possible gun
position looking NW. The gun position featured recycled
dressed ashlar in its fabric, and the stone structure lay to
the N of an earthen bank or terrace. This phase was dated
to the 16th century. Phase 3 was defined by the reduction
of a stone building to foundation level; the foundation was
then sealed by an earthwork platform or truncated bank.
Phase 3 was dated to the 16th – 17th centuries. The final
phase, Phase 4, was defined by 20th-century landscaping
and maintenance.
Trench 22 (NT 5961 8502) cut across the remains of postmedieval garden activity, which in turn appear to have either
truncated or sealed evidence of a sequence of ranges (14th –
16th century) abutting the inner face of the west curtain wall.
The planting evidence comprised a shallow linear bed and a
larger single plant pit, all cut against a clay-rich basal deposit.
This may in turn reflect the truncated footings of at least two
phases of a stone and timber range, or the construction of the
western side of a mineral parterre in the 17th century.
The final trench excavated, Trench 23 (NT 5963 8503),
revealed the well-preserved evidence of a low bank, parallel
with the line of the southern curtain wall. The bank comprised
three elements: a flat, stony upper surface, a shallow scarp,
and a flat platform. The latter elements were both defined
by well preserved cut turf forming a decorative surface. It
is possible that this feature forms one side of a 17th-century
square mineral parterre, covering most of the southern half
of the inner close.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Oldhamstocks
Aikengall II Wind Farm
Walkover survey and watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 71206 68149 A walkover survey and watching brief were
undertaken, September 2014 – January 2015, during work
associated with the construction of a wind farm. The area
was close to the recorded location of a crashed WW2 aircraft
(MEL9795), but no traces of the aircraft were discovered and
there were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: East Lothian SMR and NRHE
Funder: Community Windpower Ltd

Ormiston
Tynemouth Road, Ormiston
Evaluation
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 40579 69081 An evaluation was undertaken, 16–20 March
2015, in advance of a proposed development. A total of 33

trenches were machine excavated across a 5% (3250m²) area.
A total of three pits, containing relatively modern material
and numerous field drains were exposed below a natural
topsoil and subsoil. Evidence for cultivation was present in
the form of remains relating to rig and furrow cultivation as
well as more modern plough scars.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CgMs Consulting and Walker Group

Prestonkirk
Preston Mill
Standing building recording and watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 59365 77803 A standing building survey and watching
brief were carried out, 19–21 August 2015, during the
consolidation and restoration of the stone-built weir
associated with Preston Mill. The Miller’s Weir is aligned
NE/SW and built from whinstone and a conglomerate stone.
It is unclear what, if any, material bonded the stone of the
original weir, but roughcast concrete and cement pointing
were visible forming discrete repairs to the surface fabric
of the weir. A large central section of the weir had been
breached and much of the stone fabric washed away, it is
unclear whether this area once contained a sluice gate. The
SE section of the weir was of a different construction with
a shallower sloping and broader spillway. This section was
built with much larger stones and boulders and does not
appear to have been repaired with concrete or cement.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Saltoun
Middlemains Farm, East Saltoun
Standing building recording
Tim Holden and Richard Tuffin – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 47032 68792 A Level 2 historic building survey was carried
out, 1–30 June 2013, of Middlemains Steading. The buildings
form an extended farm complex situated immediately
adjacent to the present road. It consists of conjoined
and detached structures, some presently unroofed, their
arrangement creating a series of enclosed courts. A written
and photographic survey was completed and describes
several phases of construction on the site. Cartographic
evidence pre-1853 is inconclusive, but, in conjunction with
the archaeological evidence, does allow a loose chronology
to be suggested.
The cartographic evidence indicates that the complex’s
origins can be traced to the period spanning the late 1600s
– 1750s, with a distinctive construction style in the NW part
of the complex potentially representing this early phase. At
least three structures formed the core with later modification
during the 1750s – 1820s creating a ‘H-shaped’ building.
Much of this ‘H shape’ can be traced in the plan and form
of the existing complex. During the remainder of the 19th
century this core shape was infilled and expanded, with
minimal modification in the 20th century.
It is probable that throughout its history the steading was
primarily used for activities relating to agriculture. Its earliest
incarnation may have contained a residential section, but
this was latterly absorbed for stock and crop housing, and
continued until the present day.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Chalmers and Co
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Inglis Farm Avenue, Cockenzie
Evaluation and survey
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 40158 75364 An evaluation and metal detector survey
were carried out on 18 August 2015 in advance of proposed
development work. The metal detector survey did not
locate any artefacts that pre-date the modern era, with
the majority of the finds being modern aluminium cans
and foil wrappers. The machine excavation of four linear
evaluation trenches, covering 5% of the 0.6ha site revealed
a single archaeological feature. This probably related to an
old field boundary system and contained 19th-century glass
and slag.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Hart Builders (Edinburgh) Ltd

Whitekirk and Tyninghame
Whitberry Point (St Baldred’s Cradle)
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins and Donald Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological
Field Society
NT 63709 81255 Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
carried out a ground resistance survey of four 20 x 20m grids
on the site of a recorded cairn and pillbox on a prominent
mound at Whitberry Point on 29 August 2015. Results
showed a sub-circular higher resistance of c19 x 19m with
a central U-shaped lower resistance feature. There were also
rectangular and linear low resistances to the N and E. This
could represent traces of the reported cairn and superimposed
WW2 military structure, possibly a pillbox or observation
post on the site, given the dimensions of the high resistance
anomaly.
Archive: East Lothian SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

Ian Hawkins and Donald Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological
Field Society
NT 59602 81568 Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
surveyed ten 20 x 20m grids to the N of Whitekirk Parish
Church on 14 November 2015 with the aim of locating
pilgrim houses and a holy well. Apart from a 40 x 40m area
of lower resistance, to the W of the survey area, results
generally indicated geology. The lower resistances are
almost certainly due to the wetter nature of the area to the
W and traces of probable remains of attempts at drainage,
as there were no alignments which could suggest possible
structures.
Archive: East Lothian SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

Yester
Sheriffside
Excavation
Murray Cook and David Connolly – Rampart Scotland
NT 55505 67739 A fourth season of work at the cropmark
enclosure at Sheriffside comprised a major phase of
evaluation. The work was carried out during July 2015 as
part of a training fieldschool. One large open area trench,
measuring 23m N/S and 10m E/W as opened, all features
identified were planned and recorded, and a proportion
excavated. A geophysical survey had already been undertaken
in the field surrounding the trench and topographic work
was extended across the area.
The excavations re-examined a series of ditch features
first located in 2012 including a 9m wide and 2.8m
deep ditch at the extreme S of the trench, a cut feature
identified and dated to cAD260 was shown to be a similar
dimension and shape to the northern ditch and was 9m
wide and 2.7m deep. Five palisade slots were located,
corresponding to those found in previous seasons, though
it was now possible to fully identify a final palisade that
crossed a backfilled northern ditch, placing the putative
date to some point after the 5th century AD. A number
of sherds of prehistoric ceramics were recovered from a
tip layer within the southern ditch, which may date to
the 3rd century AD, though charcoal was obtained and is
currently being dated.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Rampart Scotland

Whitberry Point ground resistance survey plan
Whitekirk
Geophysical survey
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Yester Chapel, Gifford
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NT 54457 67131 A resistance survey was undertaken on
17 March 2015, around Yester Chapel as part of a wider
evaluation of the site. The aim of the survey was to define the
footings of the original chancel and nave of the church. The
survey identified some responses of potential significance,
though it did not identify a clear footprint of the church.
A series of weak linear trends and discrete anomalies to the
W of the chapel do hint at the potential remnants of structural
remains. However, interpretation is extremely cautious. The
results are thought to be have been influenced by the lack
of contrast between potential features and the surrounding
glacial till. The likelihood of extensive robbing of potential
foundations was considered a further complication.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Addyman Archaeology

EAST RENFREWSHIRE/CITY OF EDINBURGH
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Eaglesham

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Cala Homes (East)

Glasgow Road, Waterfoot
Evaluation
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 56827 54401 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, in December 2014, on two tree-covered mounds,
one of which is known as ‘Simon Law’. There was a belief
that one or both of the mounds may have been a burial
monument of prehistoric date. However, the mounds were
revealed to be natural features and no archaeological finds or
features were recorded.

Lanark Road, Currie
Standing building recording and evaluation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 18169 67795 A programme of work was carried out,
April – August 2015, at 204 Lanark Road in advance of
development. A photographic record was produced of this
simple cottage which had been converted to a blacksmith’s
workshop. A later 20th-century building constructed to the N
was also recorded, and evaluation in this area revealed traces
of a farm building recorded on the early maps.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and WoSAS
Funder: Gladman Developments Ltd

EDINBURGH
Currie
Curriehall Primary School
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 18102 67796 A programme of historic building recording
and evaluation was undertaken, 17 March – 26 June 2015,
at a school prior to and after its demolition. The school
was built in the mid-20th century, probably after WW2 but
before 1954, with later blocks added to the rear throughout
the later 20th century. The building had been abandoned
for some time and the interior was in a poor, damp and
derelict state. There were few features of interest in the
building apart from the timber panelling and remnants of
original timber-panelled cupboards in some 1st floor offices
and classrooms.
The evaluation identified no archaeological finds and
features, or any evidence of the medieval/post-medieval
village of Currie. The trenches with made ground identified
areas that had clearly been landscaped with the construction
of the school and its later extensions, which may have
truncated any remains. In the other trenches, it may be that
this was part of the village that was never developed.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Cruden Homes (East) Ltd

Kinleith Mill, Currie
Evaluation and excavation
Jessica Lumb and Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1895 6797 A programme of topsoil stripping and
excavation was carried out, 2–5 March 2015, on the site of
the former Kinleith Paper Mill, in advance of a residential
development. A number of walls, foundations and surfaces
relating to the paper mill from the mid-19th century onwards
were recorded. Evidence of the earliest phase of construction
from the late 18th century was also recorded, including
sandstone walls, machine bases and a large sandstone arch
covering the substantially intact mill lade. The mill lade still
contained girders and pipes and the areas encountered were
largely intact, including a brick access chamber, which also
contained pipes and girders.
A secondary phase of work uncovered the remains of the
drainage system to the lade, a flue system, and a mix of red
brick and concrete structures probably associated with the
foundations of the mill building. Overall ground conditions
were poor with preservation of the structures fairly meagre.

Archive: CHC and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: Gary Donaldson

National Performance Centre for Sports, Heriot-Watt
University
Evaluation and standing building recording
Ian Suddaby and Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 17773 69297 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, February – March 2015, prior to the construction
of the National Performance Centre for Sports, Riccarton
Mains Road. A total of 16 evaluation trenches were excavated;
11 on the playing fields (938m²) adjacent to the Hearts
Training Ground and 5 in the Walled Garden (140m²), once
associated with Riccarton House (NT16NE 10). No features
were recorded in the area of the playing fields. In the Walled
Garden, a cobble foundation may be the remains of a path
shown on historic maps.
A survey of the Walled Garden showed that it was
contemporary with the Gardener’s Cottage that was built in
c1823. The Walled Garden is constructed of a uniform red
brick laid in EGB. The principal NW-facing elevation was
constructed of both brick and courses of dressed sandstone.
Three lean-to buildings and an architecturally ornate former
Gardener’s Cottage were built against the exterior of the
elevation. The rubble-faced wall that the conservatory was
built against had a series of vents present on the external and
internal wall faces. These represent the remains of a cavity
wall heating and ventilation system. It is therefore probable
that the conservatory was used for growing citrus fruits.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Heriot-Watt University

Riccarton Mains Road, Currie
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 18106 68386 An evaluation was undertaken, 13–14 May
2015, in advance of a housing development at 77 Riccarton
Mains Road. The planned trial trenching evaluation of 1030m2
was reduced to 800m2 due to the presence of live services.
The development site is located in an area of undulating,
improved pasture, and substantial colluvial deposits were
recorded in lower lying areas. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CALA Homes (East) Ltd

Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 16742 69724 A watching brief was carried out,
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27 October – 21 November 2014, prior to the construction
of a new blood transfusion centre on unoccupied land to
the S of the A71 and NW of the Heriot-Watt University
campus. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: NHS National Service Scotland, Interserve Kajima
Partnership and Interserve Construction Ltd

The Lyell, Heriot-Watt University, Riccarton
Watching brief
Louise Baker – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NT 17875 69608 A watching brief was carried out, 5–30
January 2015, during groundworks associated with
the development of the Centre for Earth and Marine
Technology (CEMT) at Heriot-Watt’s Edinburgh Campus.
The development site consisted of an area of lawn, trees
and a tarmac surfaced car park. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Report: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Heriot-Watt University

Dalmeny
Ferrymuir, South Queensferry
Evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 12186 77360 An evaluation was carried out, 2–4 March
2015, in advance of a proposed residential development.
The evaluation consisted of 20 trenches (1522m²) across the
accessible 2.9ha site. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded, with most of the trenches revealing
deep deposits of modern overburden, consisting of redeposited
clay with only patches of subsoil surviving below. No topsoil
was recorded above the remaining subsoil suggesting the site
had been significantly truncated in the past.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Bellway Homes Ltd (Scotland)

Stoneycroft Road, South Queensferry
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 13089 78240 A watching brief was carried out in October
2015 during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of a new building at 41 Stoneycroft Road. The removal of
topsoil from a 144m2 area recorded natural subsoil with no
finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr and Mrs I Scott

Edinburgh
Annandale Street, Edinburgh
Watching brief and evaluation
Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2607 7491 A programme of watching briefs and evaluation
was carried out, August – September 2015, in advance of
redevelopment of 52–52A Annandale Street. The area
was considered of interest as it was the site of the former
Olympia Skating Place and the possible location of WW2 air
raid shelters. The excavation of five trenches covering 10% of
the site found no evidence of the Olympia Skating Place. It is
considered that this building was comprehensively demolished
during an earlier phase of redevelopment. No evidence of the
70

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

shelters was recorded and cartographic evidence indicated
that these were probably located on an adjacent site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: CECAS and NRHE
Funder: Westpoint Homes Ltd

Baxters Place, Edinburgh
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26135 74456 A programme of historic building recording
was carried out, 4 August – 27 November 2014, at 1–5
Baxters Place, prior to and during the part demolition and
redevelopment of these New Town tenement buildings.
The buildings were constructed in two phases. In c1800
five tenements were built at the foot of Leith Walk as part
of the development of the New Town. In the 1910s, No 5
Baxters Place was renovated to incorporate a new cinema
complex and included a large extension to the rear of the
building, which was subsequently removed. In the 1970s
the buildings underwent major refurbishment, which saw
the construction of a huge office extension on the rear of
No 1 and full remodeling of the buildings internal structure
to create a concrete superstructure with steel beams and
concrete ceilings.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: CSG Baxters Place Ltd

Boroughmuir High School
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24130 72650 A watching brief was undertaken, November
2014 – September 2015, during continuing work (DES 2014,
71–72) on the site of a new high school on land at Dundee
and Viewforth. The work recorded no in situ features relating
to the 19th-century Viewforth Works that had previously
occupied the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: O’Hare and McGovern

Braehead Mains, Queensferry Road
Standing building recording and watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 17953 75244 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in May 2015 in advance of renovation and
development work at 603 Queensferry Road. A historic
building survey was carried out of the former farmsteading.
A watching brief was then undertaken during groundbreaking work, including on the footprint of an intended new
build to the N of the site.
The nearby site of Braehead has origins in the early 18th
century, but the scale of historic mapping was not sufficient
to determine if the steading buildings date to this period.
It is considered more likely that the present buildings date
from the early-mid-19th century as a courtyard steading,
slowly expanding throughout the 19th and into the early 20th
centuries. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded during the watching brief.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Castle Street Developments Ltd

Brunswick Road, Edinburgh
Excavation
Stuart Wilson – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 266 747 An excavation was undertaken, 2–20 March
2015, in advance of a proposed development at 10 Brunswick
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Road, Edinburgh. The majority of the 1.625ha development
area is covered in reinforced concrete. The excavation
focused on the location of a railway building in the southern
area of the site. The excavation revealed that the majority
of the site had undergone significant truncation with no in
situ original deposits remaining, although stone setts were
recorded underlying the raised concrete foundation platform
associated with the latest railway building known to occupy
the site. The setts are associated with a rail shed visible on
the OS map of 1894. Evidence of modern landscaping was
also recorded in the SW corner of the trench. This consisted
of a paved area and curved wall which p r o b a b l y related
to the latest modern structure.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Cala Homes (East) Ltd

Buccleuch Street, Edinburgh
Standing building recording and watching brief
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 26184 72794 (NT27SE 1636) A programme of standing
building recording and watching briefs was undertaken,
March 2014 – February 2015, during demolition work at 66
Buccleuch Street.
The Odeon Cinema and a derelict queue shelter were
recorded. The cinema was built in 1930 and was originally
named the New Victoria Theatre, later being renamed
the Odeon. In the 1980s the cinema was converted into a
multiplex cinema and the original theatre fly tower was
converted into Cinemas 4–5. Following the partial stripping
out of Cinema 4–5, part of the steel-framed stanchions of the
original auditorium were recorded. The queue shelter was a
steel-framed shed clad with corrugated iron.
Follow-up recording during the final stripping out of the
1980s steelwork allowed access to the roof space where
the 1930s composite roof was exposed. This was found to
consist of two main supporting Pratt trusses built into the fly
tower walls. The trusses carried two longer load bearing Pratt
trusses that supported the attic floor of the Mansard roof.
The sloping angle of the Mansard jack-trusses were fixed to
the end of the main attic floor beams to form the low angled
profile of the roof. The purlins were timber and supported
on the jack-trusses beams by a series of angled cleats. Other
external features recorded included a stairs and window, a
blocked doorway, both original entrances into the fly tower
and a sprinkler riser pipe with shut-off valve and gauges
made by Mather and Platt, Engineers, Manchester.
Monitoring of the engineer’s test pits below the footprint
of the queue shelter revealed the presence of made ground
to a depth of 1.0m resting on bedrock, and cellarage in
excess of 2.5m deep was found to be present beneath the fly
tower. Earlier geotechnical test pitting, which had not been
monitored, had also recorded made ground of 0.9m to 2.5m in
depth directly overlying bedrock across the site. This indicates
that there is no potential that deposits or archaeological
features were preserved within the development footprint.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: CECAS and NRHE
Funder: Cruden Homes (East) Ltd

Castle Rock, Princes Street Gardens
Evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2530 7360 (centred on) A programme of test pitting was
undertaken in October 2012 in advance of site investigation
work relating to a landslip on the N side of Castle Rock.
Features recorded in two test pits were thought to relate to

the use of the area as a park and were of no antiquity.
A number of finds were recovered from the test pits.
There were early, late and post-medieval finds, but almost
all contexts also produced modern finds suggesting that
these are mixed deposits accumulated through dumping and
landscaping, rather than secure archaeological contexts.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Couper Street, Leith
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26627 76560 A watching brief was carried out, 10 June
– 27 August 2015, on ground-breaking work in advance of
a proposed residential development at 6 Couper Street. The
area was considered of interest as it lies on the SW edge of
the former Cromwellian Citadel.
The nine test pits excavated were located on the rubble
make-up layer for the 20th-century building which had
previously occupied the site. The pits recorded the partial
remains of foundations for 19th-century buildings, consisting
of sandstone walls with occasional brick partition walls.
However, much of this evidence had survived on the outer
parts of the development area with the bulk of the site
consisting of made ground and rubble associated with the
demolition of the later 20th-century building. A well was
located on site during a later watching brief.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Chamberlain Bell

Cramond Glebe Road, Edinbrugh
Watching brief
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 18902 76895 A watching brief was carried out on 14 May
2015 during the excavation of seven small foundation pits
required for a new raised deck to the rear of 51 Cramond
Glebe Road. The area was considered of interest as it is in
the vicinity of Cramond Roman fort. All of the pits contained
deposits of garden soil and the only finds were two small
fragments of post-medieval ceramics.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Urban Creatures

Dreghorn Barracks Military Trenches
Excavation
Thomas Bradley-Lovekin – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 22315 68411 A community excavation was undertaken,
20–28 June 2015, within the trench system which survives
to the S of the Bonaly Burn at Dreghorn. A similar system of
trenches on the opposing N bank of the burn were surveyed
by AOC Archaeology in June 2015 but fell outwith the scope
of the excavation element of the project.
A total of six trenches were excavated with sections cut
through four of the military trenches (Trenches 2, 3, 5 and
6), whilst an exposed section through a rampart was also
investigated in Trench 4. Intended investigations within the
central dugout had to be discontinued due to the presence
of asbestos. The military trenches were all found to be
comparatively shallow in depth, 0.65–0.96m, although when
the height of the now denuded ramparts were taken into
account Trench 3 was at least 1.38m deep and Trench 2 at
least 1.17m. Whilst the Dreghorn trenches were considerably
shallower than some of the trenches at the front itself,
contemporary records suggest that shallower trenches were
still dug in France as late as 1918.
The Dreghorn trenches appear to be poorly documented
and modern press reports associate them with the 16th
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Battalion the Royal Scots and the 3rd Battalion the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, both of which were stationed in
Edinburgh in different stages of the war. Both battalions were
units of Kitchener’s ‘New Army’ raised at the start of the
war. Whilst the shallow depths of the trenches, the historical
associations and the presence of pre-1916 barbed wire posts
in one of the dugouts would all suggest an early war date
for the trench system. The presence of camouflage-painted
asbestos roofing would also suggest that their use for training
continued up to and potentially beyond WW2.
Finds were scarce and only one artefact was recovered, a
metal jacket which was probably from an Enfield .303.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The Ministry of Defence, Miller Homes, The City of
Edinburgh Council and Mark Hamilton Landscape Services

Edinburgh Castle
Research
Dawn McLaren and Rachel Ives − AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25112 73497 Two boxes of human skeletal remains
from Edinburgh Castle have recently been recognised in
the collections of the National Museums Scotland (NMS).
Handwritten documentation in the storage boxes indicate
that the burials were recovered during excavations at
Edinburgh Castle in 1912 and had formerly been in the care of
Edinburgh University’s Anatomy Department for study prior
to being gifted to NMS. An investigation of these remains
was undertaken, 1 April – 10 October 2015, as part of an
on-going study of the material culture of Edinburgh Castle.
Osteological examination by Dr Rachel Ives confirmed that
the bones represent two substantially complete adult males
aged 36–45 years at the time of death. A long bone from a
third individual was also recognised. There was no evidence
for accidental trauma, weapon-related injuries or severe
infections on either individual but pathological alterations
were noted that provide information on aspects of the men’s
health, diet and lifestyle. Radiocarbon dating of a sample of
bone from each individual dates them broadly to between
the mid-15th and 17th centuries: SUERC-58838 (GU36796)
Skeleton 1: 1478-1643 cal AD (at 2 sigma; 95.4%); SUERC58839 (GU36797) Skeleton 2: 1450–1650 cal AD (at 2 sigma;
95.4%). The δ13C value of Skeleton 2 suggests a slight
marine component in the diet.
Four mounted black and white photographs of two
extended human burials under excavation at Edinburgh
Castle are in the collections of HES archives (RCAHMS
Items ED 9001 – ED 9004). These photographs, possibly
taken by Thomas Ross in 1912, are now thought to show
these individuals in situ but the exact find spot within the
castle and circumstances of discovery remain unknown.
Permission for sampling the human remains was kindly
given by Dr Alison Sheridan, NMS.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

Edinburgh Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NT 25112 73497 As part of a wider project of research and
consolidation programme by HES, a ground penetrating radar
(GPR) survey was carried out, 1–8 October 2015, over several
areas with the hope of mapping earlier structural remains
associated with the castle. Survey was carried out within
Crown Square, the Upper Ward, the Half Moon Battery, the
Dog Cemetery, Dury’s Battery, and Hawk Hill. In addition,
several individual transects were also collected within the
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Forewell Tower Office, St Margaret’s Chapel and the road
leading to Museum Square.
Although the different nature of the ground cover, cobble
setts and most especially electromagnetic interference
resulted in markedly different levels of attenuation (loss) of
the signal in different areas, several anomalies of potential
significance have been detected. Some of the clearest
responses have been recorded within Crown Square where
anomalies suggestive of potential structural remains have
been identified, including a possible 14th-century curtain
wall.
The signal within the Upper Ward areas was severely
attenuated with few anomalies being identified. However,
well defined anomalies within the grassed area adjacent to
the National War Memorial have been detected. It is thought
that these may relate to the former Governor’s Garden and
Guardhouse, or potentially earlier structures. Additional
anomalies to the W of the National War Memorial have also
been noted which are thought to be related to the former
barracks.
Responses thought to be associated with former structures
have been detected within Dury’s Battery. More ephemeral
anomalies have been detected in the S of the area, against the
battery wall. These may indicate former structures although
interpretation is cautious.
Within the Hawk Hill and Approach there are suggestions
of a cut feature which may be associated with an earlier
access route. Numerous services and service trenches have
also been recorded throughout the survey areas, but in
particular within the Hawk Hill and Approach area.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Historic Scotland

Edinburgh Castle
Standing building recording
Gordon Ewart and Dennis Gallagher – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 251 734 A programme of standing building recording
was carried out, 20 April – 5 June 2015, at Edinburgh Castle.
The work focused on a number of key areas of the castle:
the Half Moon Battery (including the walling and masonry
below), the bedrock, the Guardhouse Building (and adjacent
walling,) the Fore Well Tower, the Inner Barrier, the Curtain
Wall, the Eastern Approach Wall, the Lang Stair, the Portcullis
Gate, the Dog Cemetery, Mills Mount Wall, and the South
Water Tank.
Between 1450–1573 the upper part of the Fore Well Tower
was constructed, alterations were made to the Portcullis
Tower (including the turnpike stair), and David’s Tower was
modified to accommodate artillery defences. The outwork
below the Fore Well Tower was enhanced, the Inner Barrier
created and repairs to the Curtain Wall effected. Repairs were
also made to the Lang Stair.
From 1573–1610, the Half Moon Battery was constructed,
along with the eastern facade of the Portcullis Gate. The N
wall of the Portcullis Gate was thickened, and there were
repairs to the Curtain Wall.
Between 1610–1780 an upper storey was added to the
Portcullis Gate, and a wall was constructed on the gate’s
eastern approach.
From 1780–1850, the water tanks below the Half Moon
Battery were constructed, a boundary wall was built on Mills
Mount, and the Dog Cemetery (as a place of burial) came
into being.
Between 1850–1950, the upper part of the Portcullis Gate
was restored (including the replacement of the royal coat of
arms). A gun port was opened on the Half Moon Battery, and
the Kirkcaldy of Grange memorial was emplaced.
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Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

(later the Masons Yard) by a northern boundary wall and
demarcated to the S by Harthill Battery. The garden was
formed from dumped earth and debris over the earlier
earthwork. Across the site this survived to a depth of 0.3m.
The upper courses of the late 17th-century rampart were then
remodelled as part of the construction of the New Barracks,
1796–99.
The final activity identified on site was the reduction of the
18th-century garden levels by 2m along with some quarrying
of the bedrock head towards the SE of the site. This also
saw the removal of the earlier latrine block and ash house.
The site was then levelled with landscaping deposits which
featured at least one period of stone paving.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Edinburgh Castle – Half Moon Battery
Edinburgh Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2513 7348 A watching brief was undertaken on 30 July
2015 during the excavation of a trench for the removal of a
brick inspection chamber and the sealing of a water services
pipe located adjacent to the water tower. Traces of a stonecapped drain or flue were seen, truncated by modern services.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

Edinburgh Castle (Governor’s Yard)
Excavation and standing building recording
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2516 7347 The excavation of all archaeological deposits
within an area known as the Governor’s Yard, to the SW
of the southern annexe of the Governor’s House, was
completed between 20 April – 29 May 2015. The excavation
was undertaken in order to reduce the ground level ahead of
the installation of a new water tank to supply the castle. The
work was accompanied by a programme of standing building
recording of the newly exposed masonry elevations.
Evidence of early medieval activity included shallow
accumulated soil deposits directly over the bedrock towards
the NW corner of the excavated area, and against the W edge
of a terrace cut into the bedrock, as well as a series of rockcut post settings running along the upper edge of the terrace.
At present, on the basis of the pottery evidence, these latter
features are dated to the 12th–14th centuries, and suggest that
at least part of the early castle defences were of timber.
The construction of the Harthill Battery, and associated
rampart, saw the building of the (rearwards) stone rampart
and earthwork/infill in two stages. The masonry was built
to a height of 3m over the bedrock, then earth and debris
were tipped against the eastern face of the wall. In addition,
a buttress-like structure was built against the E face of the
wall, which stabilised the mass of tipped earth. This process
was then repeated, taking the wall, the infill and the buttress
to its final height, an additional 3m. The battery wall, with
its buttress, revetted a mass of soil containing significant
volumes of occupation debris from the 17th-century garrison.
The construction of the Governor’s House in 1742 saw
the transformation of the 17th-century earthwork into the
elements of a terraced garden. This area featured a latrine
block and ash house, and was separated from a lower terrace

Edinburgh Castle (St Margaret’s Chapel and Mons Meg)
Excavation and watching brief
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2515 7351 and NT 2514 7351 Two small interventions
were carried out at Edinburgh Castle on 17 November 2014.
These consisted of the excavation of a small trench to the
NE of St Margaret’s Chapel (to hold the base for a new
interpretation panel (NT 2515 7351), and a watching brief
during the removal of an existing sign adjacent to Mons Meg
(NT 2514 7351). The shallow excavations revealed nothing of
archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Foot of the Walk Junction (The Leith Programme)
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 26960 75898 A watching brief was carried out,
23 February – 17 April 2015, during the excavation of three
trenches (Trenches 1, 2a and 2b) for electrical ducts across the
junctions at the Foot of Leith Walk. There was an emphasis
on the possibility of identifying siege works relating to the
mid-16th-century siege of Leith. The trenches were to be
excavated to 1.5m in depth in order to get below the level of
modern service disturbance. However, full depth excavation
was not always possible as live modern services were
encountered at various depths making deeper excavation
impossible. Trenches 1 and 2a were heavily truncated by
services and no features of archaeological significance were
identified. In Trench 2b a possible wall was found at a depth
of c1.25m below the current ground surface. This feature
was abutted by a compact deposit which may have been a
surface. This lay below a possible midden deposit, which
contained ceramics dating to around the 16th/17th centuries,
although it is possible that the ceramics were residual. No
features thought to relate to the siege works were identified.
Archive: CECAS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Fort House, Leith
Excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2615 7662 A second phase of excavation was undertaken,
21–25 September 2015, prior to the redevelopment of
Fort House. Previous excavations of six areas within the
development site revealed several phases of fort construction
that coincide with the cartographic and historical evidence.
Furthermore, a boundary ditch and earlier soil horizons
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provided earlier ceramic and other artefacts that can help
provide dates for the use of the area in the medieval and
post-medieval period.
This latest phase of excavation focused on two areas that
were previously avoided due to the presence of live services.
One of these areas to the NE corner of the site revealed that
modern construction had removed all traces of the fort in
this area. However, the other area along the SE boundary
wall was stripped of modern overburden revealing several
buildings that abutted the perimeter wall along most of its
length.
One of these buildings contained three smaller structures
that may be parts of a furnace and chimney related to a
former blacksmith. A small field gun or cannon was found
within the possible furnace which would relate to the earliest
phase of the fort extension.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Edinburgh City Council

Fountainbridge
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24664 72893 A standing building survey was undertaken,
6–7 January 2015, of the former Mecca Bingo Hall at 125
Fountainbridge prior to its demolition. The building was
originally constructed in c1911–12 on the site of a former
iron foundry and saw mill. At least part of it was built as
an ice rink, but this was later converted to a cinema and
ballroom (called the Coliseum) and then a dance hall (called
the Palais de Danse). It closed as a dance hall in 1967 and
then functioned as the Mecca Bingo Hall up until its closure
in 2006.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Vita Edinburgh 1 Ltd

the early 19th century. The site continued to be developed
with the construction and operation of a set of mill buildings
in the mid- to late 19th century. These buildings were
restructured on multiple occasions into the 20th century.
No features relating to earlier periods were recorded and
the presence of the natural geology directly beneath the
tanning pits indicated that nothing earlier had survived the
18th- and 19th-century development of the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: 3DReid

Greenbank Drive, Craiglockhart
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 23195 70041 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 16 October 2014 – 16 January 2015, prior to
demolition and development at 50 Greenbank Drive. A
historic building survey was carried out of a radio mast prior
to its demolition. A 10% evaluation was then undertaken
after the demolition of the mast and associated modern
buildings. The evaluation established that the area had been
heavily truncated with very little in the way of in situ topsoil
deposits remaining. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mactaggart and Mickel Homes Ltd

Holyrood Park
Watching brief
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2737 7244, NT 2778 7408 and NT 2809 7302 A watching
brief was carried out, 28–30 October 2015, during the
excavation of three small trenches to allow the installation
of new interpretation panels. Trench A was situated close to
the Innocent Railway (NT 2737 7244), Trench B was close
to Meadowbank Lodge (NT 2778 7408), and Trench C was
located at the car park near Dunsappie Loch. There were no
finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

General view of the former Mecca Bingo Hall at 125 Fountainbridge,
Edinburgh, formerly the Coliseum Cinema and the Palais de Danse,
prior to development; it has been left empty for a number of years
after the Mecca Bingo Hall moved to Fountain Park
Gorgie Road, Edinburgh
Excavation
Nuala C Woodley – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2248 7214 An excavation was carried out, October –
December 2014, in advance of proposed development at 396
Gorgie Road. The excavation identified multiple phases of
activity on the site, starting with the construction of a mill
wall, lade and operation of timber-lined tanning pits during
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Holyrood Park
Watching brief
Magdalena Benysek – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2742 7273, NT 2754 7373 and NT 2755 7315 A watching
brief was undertaken, 28–October 2015, during excavations
and work to repair footpaths around Holyrood Park. The
areas affected were a c180m length of the footpath between
Gutted Haddie and Lion’s Haunch (NT 2755 7315), and
various sections of the path to the S and W of St Anthony’s
Chapel (NT 2742 7273 and NT 2754 7373). There were no
finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Hutchison Road/Chesser Avenue
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 22222 71411 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
3 June – 7 July 2015, in advance of a large development
located between 19 Hutchison Road and Chesser Avenue
to the W of Edinburgh. The development site was used as
cultivated land by the nearby Gorgie Farm (established in the
18th century) until 1912–14, the date of the construction of

CITY OF EDINBURGH

a large railway terminus to the N of the site. By the end of
that decade the terminus had been joined by a large laundry
building to the S corner of the site, at the junction of Chesser
Avenue and Hutchison Road. By the early 1930s, another
factory and laundry had been built to the E. The railway
terminus was removed, between the 1960s and 1980s and a
new Fruit Market building constructed in its place. This, and
all the other buildings on site, had been demolished prior
to the new development work. The watching brief revealed
that the site had been greatly truncated and, probably
as a result of the excavations for the new Fruit Market in
the 1960s/1970s, the former railway lines were completely
removed. No foundations of the former laundry to the S side
of the site were found.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Edison Real Estate

India Quay Development, Fountainbridge
Evaluation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24734 72755 An evaluation was undertaken, 14–18
September 2015, in advance of the construction of new
housing on two large areas between Viewforth and
Fountainbridge, separated by Gilmore Park. The site had
been previously occupied by the Fountainbridge Brewery,
built in the 1970s, which occupied the site of the former
Castle Mill Works.
As a result of the presence of live services, community land
plots and the depth of made ground the planned 10% sample
of the 3.2ha area was reduced to 2.5% (695m2). A significant,
1.45–3.0m deep, layer of made ground was recorded in all
trenches. It was considered unlikely that much of the original
footings or features associated with the 19th-century industrial
works have survived. The only industrial feature identified
was a section of brick culvert, possibly 19th-century in date,
located to the SW of Gilmore Park in the area of the former
Castle Mill Works.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The EDI Group Ltd

King’s Stables Road
Desk-based assessment, standing building recording and
evaluation
Mike Cressey and Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2519 7330 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in September 2015 in advance of proposed
development work. Historical research has established that
the King’s Stable Road complex has had a protracted history
of industrial and domestic use. Early 18th-century accounts
indicate that a wide range of trades were represented, including
a surgeon/barber and a number of brewers and tanners. In
1745 there is mention of a new tenement on the site, together
with shops, brewhouses, stables, barns and a kiln. The 19thcentury Valuation Rolls list 30 individual properties between
1855-6 and 1955-56. The research also confirmed a century
of domestic occupation and light industrial activity with a
blacksmith’s workshop and a knacker’s yard. The complex
had rows of tenements, shops, public houses, a clubroom
and a surgery. The large number of carters that occupied
several of the ‘industrial’ buildings diminished rapidly as
transport became mechanised during the early 20th century.
Mixed use continued up until the 1980s when the bulk of the
buildings were in use as the City of Edinburgh’s Cleansing
and Lighting Department headquarters.
The building appraisal has confirmed that there are

surviving architectural elements of 19th-century date, but
that much of the complex is of early to mid-20th-century date.
A test pitting evaluation identified probable medieval soil
deposits at a depth of 1.4–1.9m below the current ground
surface. These results are in accordance with an earlier
evaluation carried out immediately to the W, which identified
similar deposits at a depth of 1.5–1.7m. A number of pieces
of bone, horn and wood were recovered. The wooden
fragments have been identified as short pieces of plank and
hoops from barrel making. The waterlogged nature of the
deposits suggests a high potential for the survival of organic
artefacts at the SE corner of the development area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Fletcher Joseph Associates on behalf of a partnership
between Peveril Securities (part of the Bowmer and Kirkland
group) and Campus Development Management

Leith Academy Primary School
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 27158 75891 A Level 2 standing building survey was
undertaken in June 2015 of a disused boiler house, chimney
and canopy structure associated with the Leith Academy
Primary School prior to their demolition. The boiler house
was a rectangular stone-built windowless structure with a
door on its N-facing elevation. The boiler house chimney was
brick built and was situated to the rear of the boiler house. An
open-sided canopy structure enveloped the chimney and its
pitched roof was supported by cast-iron pillars. The canopy
was built as a playground shelter and was contemporary
with the boiler house. A flight of steps led down into the
interior of the boiler room, which had stone-built walls. A
coke bunker was located at the E end of the boiler room.
At the opposite end was the base of the chimney that had
abutting sandstone walls. Leading N from the boiler room
for a distance of 17.6m was a passage that carried the steam
pipes to heat the primary school. It was concluded that the
boiler house, chimney and canopy were contemporary with
the construction of the school in c1898.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Leith Academy Primary School
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2718 7590 A watching brief was carried out in July 2015
during groundwork associated with the construction of a
playground extension. The area was considered of interest
as it lay close to the former Victorian Mission Hall (now a
boxing club) where a pit containing a number of 15th-century
burials had been discovered. The only features identified in
2015 were a few stone setts immediately beneath the modern
tarmac, which indicated the presence of an earlier cobbled
surface.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: CECAS and NRHE
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Leith Primary School
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 27140 75892 A programme of archaeological monitoring
was carried out, 13–19th February 2015, in order to satisfy a
requirement for archaeological mitigation stipulated by the
City of Edinburgh Council Archaeological Service (CECAS)
prior to the construction of a new nursery building within the
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grounds of Leith Primary School. The programme of works
comprised the monitoring of all groundworks associated with
the laying of service pipes across the site, plus monitoring
of the excavation of 32 footprint pads that will form the
foundation of the new development.
The service pipe excavations comprised a series of five
interconnected trenches located to the SE of the school
building. The trenches were excavated to between 0.4m
and 1.8m deep revealing several distinct layers of material
overlying the geological subsoil. The majority of these layers
proved to be the result of 19th/20th century disturbance or
of modern origin. The only layer of any significance was a
sand subsoil recorded close to the base of two of the trenches
immediately above the geological beach deposits. This subsoil
included a number of disarticulated sheep/goat bones at a
depth of 1.3m and was thought to represent the remains of
a post-medieval cultivation soil. A series of 32 footprint pads
were also monitored as part of the archaeological works.
These pads were excavated to a maximum depth of 0.6m
with no features or artefacts of archaeological significance
identified.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Edinburgh City Council

Leith Walk (The Leith Programme, Phases 5 – 8)
Watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 26828 75600 A watching brief was carried out, 27 May – 29
October 2014, during the excavation of three trenches across
Leith Walk for electrical ducts There was an emphasis on
the possibility of identifying siege works relating to the mid16th-century siege of Leith; in particular, the 1559-60 siege
when siege works were constructed running across the route
of Leith Walk. The trenches were to be excavated to 1.5m
in depth in order to get below the level of modern service
disturbance. However, full depth excavation was not always
possible in the western and eastern ends of the trenches, as
modern service pipes were encountered at shallow depth.
The central sections of the trenches were largely clear of
services and in the main could be excavated to full depth.
One edge of a possible wide cut feature was identified but it
was considered to be recent in date.
Archive: CECAS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Lochrin Basin, Edinburgh
Excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24699 72767 An excavation was undertaken, 13 April –
13 May 2015, in advance of proposed redevelopment work at
Lochrin Basin (Lochrin Place). The proposed new building
footprint was fully excavated in order to record the remains
of the former canal basin walls and deposits.
The northern wall and entrance to the basin were revealed
within the excavation area along with several metres of early
20th-century and modern backfill, which overlay the original
basin silts and clay floor. The basin silt contained numerous
ceramic artefacts, such as teapots, plates, bottles and jars,
several glass and metal objects, and several well worn leather
shoes. All the items represented objects discarded by people
on the barges or by the distillery.
A series of 24 timber posts were also recorded to the E
end of the basin excavations, and provided evidence of the
location of the former wharf or quay. Finally, outwith the
basin, the remains of an 18th-century engine house, thought
to relate to the brewery and early distillery, was also recorded.
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Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Knightsbridge Student Housing Ltd

Lutton Court, Edinburgh
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26460 72626 An historic building survey was undertaken
on 24 March 2015 of redundant buildings at Lutton Court in
advance of their demolition and the construction of student
housing. The former offices and workshed of a printworks
(established in the 1870s by Gall and Inglis) had survived on
the W side of the site. Later development in the 1920s/30s
saw the expansion of the site to the W, and three distinct
units were built during this phase of development. Much of
the printworks to the S of the site was demolished in the later
20th century and a car park built. Another modern detached
unit was then built to the E of the car park.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Buile Developments

Marine Drive, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Rafael Maya-Torcelly – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2169 7677 An evaluation was carried out, 9-12 October
2015, in advance of the construction of indoor playing pitches
and building modification at the Civil Service Sports Club,
25 Marine Drive. The only features recorded were a small
number of rubble field drains, with natural sand and gravel
deposited at a depth of less than 1.2m.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Civil Service Sports Club

Merchiston Castle School
Evaluation
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2166 6968 An evaluation was undertaken in August
2015 in advance of the construction of a new hockey pitch
at the school. The only features recorded were a substantial
V-profile stone box drain, several ceramic and rubble field
drains, and three poorly preserved box drains.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: CECAS and NRHE
Funder: Merchiston Castle School

Milton Road West, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 29490 72750 A watching brief was carried out, 10–12
November 2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a house on land 89m NW of 103 Milton Road
West. The plot of land is located at the E gate of the policies of
Duddingston House. The work uncovered the entire footprint
of the former lodge house, dating to the late 18th or early 19th
century. As indicated on early map editions the footprint of
the building was L-shaped.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: CECAS and NRHE
Funder: Mr D Casey

Niddrie Primary School
Watching brief
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 3021 7179 A watching brief was carried out, 29 January
– 30 June 2015, during the excavation of test pits, service
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trenches and the foundations of eight buildings associated
with the construction of a residential development. In
addition to 20th-century building remains, a couple of pits and
a gully were recorded. No dating evidence was recovered, but
a pit and associated gully may be the remains of a furnace
associated with ironworking. The features generally seemed
to be isolated structures, possibly peripheral to settlements
lying outside the site boundaries.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: CCG (Scotland) Ltd

Orwell Terrace, Dalry
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 23842 72724 A watching brief was carried out, June
– July 2015, during groundwork associated with the
construction of student housing at 22–24 Orwell Terrace, on
the site of the recently demolished Plumb Centre. This area
was the site of the former City Roads Stone Depot, which
is shown on the OS map of 1896. Several fragmentary wall
lines, concrete surfaces and ceramic drains were uncovered,
all of which appeared to relate to the early 20th-century
development of the site. Also uncovered were two stone box
drains. These may have related to drainage of the former
stone depot or drainage within the grounds of the former
West Dalry House, which is shown on the 1853 and 1885
OS maps of the area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: CECAS
Funder: CCG (Scotland) Ltd

Portobello Pottery Kilns
Survey and watching brief
Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology
NT 30435 74255 Addyman Archaeology were involved in
the long process, 10 December 2007 – 29 January 2014, of
rebuilding the pottery Kiln (dated to 1909) at the former
pottery of AW Buchan and Co Pottery on Harbour Road,
Portobello. These represented the last surviving upstanding
remnants of the pottery industry in Scotland. The kilns upper
parts collapsed during repointing works in 2006.
As part of the rebuilding works the surviving structure
was surveyed in plan and elevation and the construction
of the pottery kiln investigated in 2007. This provided an
archaeological record of the kiln as well as informing the
reconstruction efforts.
In 2014 the kiln was finally rebuilt and a small watching
brief was undertaken to monitor the insertion of a water
down pipe from the roof through an existing wall flue and
to the exterior.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Ransfield Farm, Ratho
Watching brief
Yvonne Robertson – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 29207 68343 A watching brief was carried out on
13 March 2015 during ground-breaking work associated
with the construction of a house and access track. Ransfield
Farm is an early 19th-century farmstead and is a Category
C listed building. Any development work had the potential

Portobello Pottery Kilns: Interior of pottery kiln
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to uncover earlier farm buildings dating to the late 18th
century. Work at the development area was undertaken
without archaeological supervision. The area was topsoil
stripped and material laid to cover half of the site before any
archaeologists were notified.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr J Lawrie

Ravenscroft Gardens, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Stuart Wilson – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 29207 68343 A watching brief was undertaken on 9
March 2015 during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a semi-detached house. Work on the area
of the proposed building foundations recorded no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Norrie Toch Studios Ltd

Royal Botanic Gardens Nursery
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2456 7592 An evaluation was undertaken in March 2015 of
an area in the NE corner of the nursery prior to development
work. A total of six trenches were excavated covering 204m².
Several features were identified, including drains, linears and
pits, all of which are associated with the use of the area as a
garden nursery.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Smith Scott Mullan Associates per Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh

Saughton Hall, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 219 719 An evaluation was undertaken, 25–27 February
2015, in advance of a proposed redevelopment at Saughton
Hall. The work consisted of the machine excavation of
trenches across 10% of the 0.3ha site and hand excavation of
10 test pits to the SE of the development area, between the
Saughton Hall garden walls and the Water of Leith.
The evaluation trenches outside of the Saughton Hall
boundary wall revealed no archaeological features, with
up to 1.5m of made ground and alluvial deposits overlying
the natural geological deposits. Within the walls, several
foundations for walls related to Saughton Hall were found.
The test pits revealed that the area next to the river bank
had been built up using dredged river gravels and ash/
cinders, and that these deposits were overlying alluvial soils
and natural geology. In the far SE area of the site the made
ground deposits exceeded 1.2m, and indicated that the area
had been built up on more than one occasion. Furthermore,
the remains of a large sandstone foundation and a possible
truncated sandstone flagstone floor were revealed in two test
pits adjacent to and SE of the weir.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

St George’s School for Girls, Edinburgh
Survey
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 23119 73725 A record was made on 16 July 2015 of
structural remains uncovered during development works
for a new groundsman’s garage at the school. The structural
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remains were of a bonded sandstone foundation with a cement
base, all probably forming a foundation for a boundary wall.
Sherds of white earthen ware were uncovered around the
base and underneath the foundations.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Thomas and Adamson

St Mark’s Church, Portobello
Excavation
Andrew Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 30775 73610 A programme of mitigation work associated
with the repair and replacement of the boundary wall around
the church was undertaken, 1 September 2014 – 8 April 2015.
The church and surrounding walls were built in the 1820s,
and St Mark’s Graveyard has continued in use from its first
recorded interment in December 1828 until the present day.
Although much of the wall could be repaired, some
sections were considered too unsafe and needed to be
dismantled and rebuilt. In these areas, new wall foundations
were required, potentially impacting upon the burials located
directly adjacent to the wall. A measured hand drawing of
all boundary walls, complete with a detailed photographic
record was produced of the wall. The demolition of the
wall was then monitored, and any excavations required for
the installation of new foundations were undertaken by an
archaeologist.
After the dismantling of a small section of the E church
boundary wall the affected grave monuments were safely
removed and stored for later remounting. A foundation
trench was dug along this section, 7.67m in length and 0.75m
in width, to a depth of 0.60m according to the specified wall
foundation parameters. Six grave cuts within five grave plots
were seen, while a number of brick grave plot kerbs were
also noted. No human remains or charnel material was
encountered during this exercise.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service and
National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Lottery Funded/St Mark’s Episcopal

Swanston Terrace
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24567 68233 An evaluation was undertaken on 6 February
2015 prior to the proposed construction of a house at
40 Swanston Terrace. The 10% (53m2) trial trenching evaluation
recorded no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Helen Lucas Architects

The Doocot, Lochend Park
Excavation
Louise Baker – Rubicon Heritage Services
NT 27633 74963 A single trial trench was excavated inside
the doocot on 15 January 2015 on behalf of The Friends of
Lochend Park. The work aimed to establish the nature of
deposits in the doocot and identify any previous floor surfaces.
The beehive doocot was constructed in the 16th century to
serve the castle at Lochend. It is reputed to have been utilised
as a plague kiln in the 17th century, and was used by the
Royal Humane Society as a boathouse in the 1850s. The
present ground surface within the doocot is an earthen floor
and it is thought that the original ground level is substantially
lower. Excavations revealed a rough stone floor surface which
partially covered the interior and may have been associated
with the structure’s use as a boathouse. Beneath this were
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further levelling deposits overlying pits dug into the natural
subsoil. No original floor surface was encountered.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Rubicon Heritage Services

Foxhall Plantation, Kirkliston
Evaluation and watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 13041 74091 A programme of work was undertaken on
25 May 2015 in advance of the development of a plot of land
at Foxhall Plantation. A trial trenching evaluation consisting
of the machine excavation of five trenches covering 270m2
recorded no finds or features of archaeological significance.
A general photographic record was produced of the ha-ha
at the site. A watching brief was carried out on work within
the main house associated with the construction of a kitchen
extension. The exterior area was also inspected but, as it was
the site of a former swimming pool, it was considered that
no archaeological features were likely to have survived in
this area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Conifox Nurseries

Ratho
Freelands Road, Ratho
Watching brief and evaluation
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 13906 71059 A watching brief and evaluation were
undertaken on 21 August 2015 on land 320m SE of 4 Freelands
Road, in advance of a residential development. A programme
of test pitting and evaluation recorded no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Freelands Developments Ltd

FALKIRK
Work in progress at Lochend Park

Airth

Wellington Place, Leith
Watching brief
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2717 7597 A watching brief was carried out, 1–29 June
2015, during the excavation of cable trenches for new street
lights along the paths across the W end of Leith Links,
following the discovery of a human bone. Several bones were
retrieved during the trenching. None of these bones were
articulated burials, and most of them appear to have come
from charnel pits, representing reburial of bones from graves
disturbed during construction work in this area.
A substantial stone wall, 1.3m wide, was uncovered in
the trench c12m to the E of Wellington Place. There are no
records of any structure at this location on any maps, and the
structure may therefore predate the 19th century.

Airth
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NS 90 87 An extremely unusual enamelled copper-alloy Iron
Age terret was found during metal detecting, 17–18 April
2015, in the vicinity of Airth. The form is unparalleled in
Scotland and it is likely to be an import from southern Britain.
Red and yellow enamelling forms curvilinear decoration on
the faces, with enamelled red zig-zag channels on the side.
The iron attachment bar has corroded.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Crummock (Scotland) Ltd

Kirkliston
Clifton Hall Road, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Josh Gaunt – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 12419 72526 A watching brief was carried out, 21–22 July
2015, during the installation of ‘Click and Collect Lockers’ at
Asda supermarket, 1 Clifton Hall Road. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: ASDA

The enamelled terret from Airth (Photo by Neil McLean, copyright
National Museums Scotland)
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The area had previously produced another item of Iron Age
metalwork (DES 2014, 83) and it was suspected there might
be a scattered hoard in the area. Excavation of a 40 x 20m
area revealed instead that the finds are more likely to derive
from a series of individual deposits set in small pits into
floodplain sediments: a simple Romano-British terret was
recovered from one such deposit. A Romano-British brooch
recovered in the course of this fieldwork some 150m away
suggests an extended series of deposits in a wet location.

corner, including a linear ditch which may be associated
with the annexe of Camelon Roman fort. The excavation
focused on the NE area of the site and recorded the presence
of two V-shaped ditches with later re-cutting, a probable
drainage ditch, four large pits, and several smaller posthole/
pit features. Finds including sherds of Roman pottery and
metal working waste, including slag and hearth lining, were
recovered from the site.

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT89/15), allocated to Falkirk
Museum

Archive: Falkirk SMR and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Bracewell Stirling Consulting

Bo’ness and Carriden

Grangemouth

Blackness Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 0551 8022, NT 0552 8024 and NT 0555 8022 A watching
brief was carried out on 27 July 2015 during the installation
of three lectern-style interpretation panels. At NT 0551 8022
(Trench 1) exposed the remnants of a wall shown on a 17thcentury military plan. At NT 0552 8024 (Trench 2) revealed
evidence of gardening. At NT 0555 8022 (Trench 3) revealed
levelling deposits.

Polmont
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NS 94 78 A Roman copper-alloy figurine of a seated griffin
with raised wings was found near Polmont, about a kilometre
S of the Antonine Wall. It is a very fine piece of small-scale
sculpture (L 45mm, H 57mm) and sits on a flat base with two
holes for attachment to something.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT32/15), allocated to Falkirk Museum

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Denny
Mydub Farm, Denny
Evaluation
Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 81470 81769 An evaluation was carried out, 9–16 March
2015, in advance of a residential development at Mydub Farm,
to the SE of Denny. A total of 60 trenches were excavated
covering 4.4% of the 13.2ha development area. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Avant Homes

Falkirk
Antonine Wall: Rough Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 843 799 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
25–26 August 2015, during the removal of existing signs
and excavation of trenches for the foundations of new
interpretation panels. In general, little was seen which
did not appear to represent known episodes of extensive
landscaping; however, there were some deposits and features
revealed (but not fully excavated) which may be of much
greater age, including flat sandstone slabs in the trench
located at NS 8433 7986.

The Polmont griffin (Photo by Neil McLean, copyright National
Museums Scotland)

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

FIFE

Redbrae Road, Falkirk
Excavation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 866 806 A programme of work designed to strip, map
and record any archaeological features was undertaken,
10 September – 8 October 2014, at Redbrae Road prior to
development.
Previous evaluation trenching had revealed the presence
of potentially significant archaeological remains in the NE

Danes Dike, Balcomie Road, Crail
Watching brief
Ray Cachart and Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 6320 0988 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
18 November 2013 – 25 April 2014 and 1–7 October 2014,
during the machine excavation of a foul water trench cut
through Danes Dike (SAM 6367), a linear feature located on
the golf course road at Balcomie Road.
Nothing of archaeological significance was recorded during
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Crail

FIFE

the initial phase of monitoring. Occasional possible earlier
surfaces were identified below the modern makeup for the
tarmac, but these probably related to earlier modern phases
of the road constructed as the adjacent Craighead Farm
developed. The deposits and bedrock encountered further to
the N all appeared to be the result of natural activity. Apart
from the very occasional modern pottery sherd, no dating
evidence was recovered.
However, the final phase of the watching brief resulted
in the exposure of a substantial concentration of sandstone
boulders in the S of the site. As these were close-set and
occurred on the expected line of the Danes Dike, they may
have represented part of a core of the Dike feature at a base
level. The absence of datable material and relict ground
surfaces mean that it was not possible to entirely discount
the possibility that these were natural features; however,
the concentrated nature of the deposit did suggest it was
probably anthropogenic.
It was concluded that whatever structure may have originally
represented Danes Dike it must have been completely levelled
and cleared to make way for the Craighead Farm buildings
and the adjacent road, apart from at the S end of the site,
where the lowest courses of a core may have survived at a
subterranean level.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Franciere des Genets

Culross
Culross
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NS 97 87 An incomplete early medieval enamelled mount
was found near Culross during metal detecting. The mount is
square and has a central inset of blue glass. This is surrounded
by champlevé enamel in key-pattern cells; yellow enamel
survives and another colour has decayed. There is no means
for attachment, and the mount must have been attached by
solder (though no trace survives) or by a separate frame. It
is not possible to determine what kind of object this mount
decorated: too few complete objects survive and no direct
parallels for the design of this mount have been identified. It
was clearly part of an insular early medieval object, and may
be dated on stylistic grounds to the 8th century AD.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (67/15), allocated to Fife Cultural Trust:
Pittencrieff House Museum

Cupar
Hill of Tarvit, Cupar
Watching brief
Alan Hunter-Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NO 378 118 A watching brief was undertaken on 18 June
2015, during the upgrading of the access road and drainage at
Hill of Tarvit Mansion House. The excavation works consisted
of a gully pot, drainage channel and soak-away. There were
no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Dalgety
Gallows Knowe, Crossgates
Evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd

NT 1524 8897 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
in May 2015, on two small hillocks at Gallows Knowe to
try and determine if either of them represented the site
of a medieval gallows. The work uncovered a number of
rubble field drains relating to 19th/20th century agricultural
improvements, but there was no evidence that either of the
hillocks were a gallows site. A considerably larger hillock on
the S side of the B925 is more likely to have been the location
of Gallows Knowe; it is a more prominent landmark, with a
flat summit where there would have been sufficient space to
carry out executions and dispose of the dead. That summit is
now occupied by Mossgreen Cemetery and the ruins of the
mid-19th-century Mossgreen Church. Remains related to any
gallows are likely to lie beneath the cemetery and church.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Miller Homes

Dunfermline
Charlestown
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NT 07 84 An incomplete cast mount in the shape of a human
head, of possible early medieval date, was found during metal
detecting near Charlestown. It has the remains of an integral
lug on the reverse. It may have had further projections to the
top and bottom of the face. The lentoid eyes are reminiscent
of early medieval art, and this object may be related to the
small corpus of anthropomorphic hanging bowl mounts.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 131/14), allocated to Fife Cultural
Trust (Pittencrieff House Museum)

Falkland
Falkland Palace
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NO 25344 07454 A combination of geophysical techniques
were used, 9–14 November 2014, to investigate the grounds
of Falkland Palace as part of a wider archaeological evaluation
of the site. The primary aim of the survey was to map any
surviving buried remains associated with the ‘Nether Palace’
and remnants of earlier garden layouts. Resistance and
gradiometer survey, were carried out over the lawn areas,
while ground penetrating radar (GPR) was undertaken over
tarmac/gravel areas.
The resistance survey detected numerous anomalies of
potential interest across the site. The clearest anomalies
detected were within the main lawn where a series of
rectilinear high resistance responses have been detected
indicating an earlier layout of the garden. Survey on the lawn
to the N of the palace produced mixed results. Very strong
anomalies associated with the landscaping around the palace
ruins dominate the data. More ephemeral anomalies have
been noted which may be associated with the Nether Palace,
although interpretation is cautious.
The gradiometer data was extremely noisy due to the large
amount of ferrous material in structures adjacent to the
survey areas. However, anomalies of interest, including a
monument base and services, have been detected.
GPR survey of the tarmac areas within the palace courtyard
identified numerous clear anomalies. Potentially significant
anomalies possibly associated with the East Quarter have
been detected. Coherent anomalies have also been detected
to the W of the palace. While it is tempting to consider that
these may be associated with a former West Quarter, such
an interpretation is extremely tentative given the strong
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reflections from more recent layouts (eg drives) across the
area.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Forgan
Wormit Solar Farm
Desk-based assessment and survey
Alastair Becket and Dawn Ferry – Northlight Heritage
NO 4075 2525 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out, 11–18 March 2015, in advance of the
proposed development of a solar farm. The work identified
several possible cropmark sites in the proposed development
area and, as there were also several prehistoric archaeological
sites in the vicinity, there is potential for sub-surface remains
to survive on the site.
Archive: Historic Environment Scotland
Funder: Wormit Solar Farm Ltd

Wormit Solar Farm
Evaluation
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NO 4075 2525 A evaluation was undertaken, 27 April
– 1 May 2015, at the site of a proposed solar farm SE of
Wormit. A total of 77 trenches representing a 7% (7630m2)
sample were excavated across the development area. Five
postholes, a fire pit and a series of intercutting ditches were
discovered close together at the S end of the site, as well as
one possible isolated pit at the NE end of the site.

Leslie
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 22 02 A relatively worn but complete flat axehead
(L: 95.3mm) was found during metal detecting near Leslie.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 81/15), allocated to Fife Cultural
Trust (Kirkcaldy Museum)

Markinch
Markinch and Thornton Parish Church
Survey
Bruce Manson – Markinch Heritage Group
NO 29000 01000 (Canmore ID: 29951) A programme of work
undertaken, 1 Jan – 15 October 2015, marked the final year of
a four year project (DES 2014, 87–88). During 2015 the focus
has been upon comparison of Markinch Church with other
12th-century buildings in the N of England and E Scotland.
During the summer, a detailed survey of the stonemasons’
marks was undertaken on behalf of Markinch Heritage
Group by Moira Greig. There are almost 900 of these, mostly
well preserved except where rainwater penetration has led
to some spalling. They occur on the internal coursing of
the tower and on the remaining internal face of the nave
adjacent to the tower accessible through an upper doorway.
Most are simple three or four stroke marks especially on the
lower courses but some are more elaborate with one that
appears, so far, to be unique.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Wormit Solar Farm Ltd

Leslie
Ballingall
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NO 25 03 An Iron Age copper-alloy harness mount was found
during metal detecting near Ballingall. It is oval in shape,
with boss and trumpet decoration typical of the Roman
Iron Age in central Britain. The recessed rear has a channel
around its circumference, which is an unusual feature. L 34 x
19.5 x 17mm. No sites are known in the immediate vicinity,
but its location near a burn suggests the possibility that it
was a votive deposit.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 87/15), allocated to Fife Cultural
Trust (Kirkcaldy Museum)

Saltire hood moulding, Markinch and Thornton Parish Church

Iron Age harness mount from Ballingall (Drawn by Alan Braby)
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A detailed comparison of the marks with those found at
Leuchars and Dalmeny has been carried out. There were
over 30 types of mark recorded at Markinch but only a
few were common to all 3 buildings. The overlap of marks
between Dalmeny and Leuchars is significantly greater
than between either of these and Markinch. By combining
diagonal tooling with the marks themselves it was possible
to establish the identity of one individual mason whose final
dressing stroke almost invariably corresponded with the

FIFE

first stroke of his mark. This will be important in ongoing
work to compare other 12th-century buildings in N Britain,
as it may be possible to pick up this unique ‘fingerprint’
stone in other buildings. No such direct link has yet been
found at either Leuchars or Dalmeny. An example of this
mason’s mark appears on the same block as what appears
to be an instruction as to how half-bonded construction
should be carried out with the vertical mortared joint at the
mid point of the stones above and below. This technique
may have been sufficiently unusual to warrant a specific
graphic demonstration permanently on display to the team
of masons. Other grafitti appear to show a counterweighted
T-shaped crane and some roof trusses.
Finds during the year included pieces of mudstone
slabbing that may have been used as roofing material. No
further progress was made on uncovering the tower arch
on the nave side although the removal of a wooden panel
revealed a cross pattée on the keystone.
Archive: Markinch Heritage Group
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund

Monimail
Letham
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NO 31 16 An early medieval, circular, copper-alloy strap
distributor or belt fitting was found near Letham during
metal detecting. Predominately found in Scandinavia, where
contexts suggest they were used to suspend a sword, these
9th–10th-century strap distributors are not very common finds
in Britain.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (98/15), allocated to Fife Cultural Trust
(St Andrews Museum)

Saline
Saline Old Graveyard
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

the former church that is believed to have been present in the
graveyard, or of an associated building. However, there was
no hint of any other wall foundations in the resistance plot.
A dumpy level survey was also carried out to obtain an E–W
elevation profile through the centre of the graveyard and a
N–S profile across its higher E end.
Archive: Fife Council HER and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society, Hunter
Archaeological and Historical Trust, Saline and District Heritage
Society

Saline Old Graveyard
Excavation
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 0240 9254 Following our 2013 survey (DES 2013, 86) of
the graveyard, an area was identified at the E end where
there appeared to be linear features in the surface topography
and variations in the ground resistance, though these were
not coincident with each other. A small part of this area
was clear of visible graves and permission was obtained to
put in two small, shallow trenches, on 18–19 April 2015, to
investigate the features. Each trench was 3 x 0.5m and the
excavation only proceeded to a sufficient depth to explain
the features. The E/W trench was located across a break of
slope at the top of the graveyard and found a layer of rubble
beneath the turf surface, absent in the NE corner where
there was the edge of a probable grave cut. The rubble was
left undisturbed but appeared to be sufficient to explain
the high resistance seen by the geophysics in this area. The
N/S trench was located across an E/W linear feature in the
surface topography. Here, there was also a layer of rubble
but beneath this was a compact stony feature 700–800mm
wide that appeared to be the base of an E/W wall, matching
the line seen in the surface topography. It is unlikely that
this represents part of the 18th-century church that was the
original objective of the investigation, as many of the graves
in this area are older. It is presumed to be an older structure
that could extend E beneath the present boundary wall of
the graveyard into the adjacent property, though no firm
conclusions can be drawn from our very limited excavation.
Very few artefacts were recovered but they did include a
piece of Scottish White Gritty Ware, which is substantially
older than the documented age of the graveyard.
Archive: Fife Council HER and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society, Hunter
Archaeological and Historical Trust, Saline and District Heritage
Society

Scoonie

Saline Old Graveyard ground resistance survey plan
NT 0240 9254 A survey of 20 x 20m2 squares was undertaken,
18–19 April 2015, of an area previously surveyed during a
long hot, dry spell in 2013 (DES 2013, 86). The new survey
was more successful and picked up three sides of a 6.2 x
4.5m rectangular feature in the lower part of the graveyard.
Parts of the fourth side were visible as stones in the turf but
did not show up in the resistance survey. It is considered that
these might represent wall foundations of the western part of

Law View, Cupar Road, Leven
Evaluation
John Gooder – ACCESS Archaeological Condition Services
NO 3832 0207 An evaluation was undertaken, 12–20
November 2015, in advance of a planning application relating
to a residential development in a field E of Cupar Road.
The machine excavation of 33 trenches, representing an
8% sample across the 5.4ha area, recorded areas of plough
truncated rig and furrow, a series of pits and curvilinears and
four larger pits perhaps related to a series of possible WW1
military practice trenches seen as cropmarks in the field to
the immediate E (NO30SE 55).
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Campion Homes Ltd
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St Andrews and St Leonards
Boarhills
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 56 13 A very worn bronze flat axe, or possibly an axeshaped ingot was found during metal detecting.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 26/15), allocated to Fife Cultural
Trust (St Andrews Museum)

Boarhills
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NO 57 13 A copper-alloy pin, silver-copper alloy penannular
brooch terminal and copper-alloy and enamel mount were
found during metal detecting near Boarhills. The pin has a
kite-shaped head, no collar between the head and shaft, and
an un-hipped shaft which is now bent. It may date to the
early medieval to medieval periods. The penannular brooch
is likely to be a silver-copper alloy and the terminal has a
neat edge suggesting it has been hacked rather than broken.
It is simply decorated, with a circular field in the middle of
the expanded terminal, surrounded by a grooved border. An
8th – 9th-century date can be suggested. The mount is square,
filled with yellow enamel with a small lentoid-shaped cell
in each corner containing blue glass. It is likely to be early
medieval in date.

NO 20416 07702 The site is connected to the nearby Long
Craig Quarries and a stone-built road leaving the quarries
on the hill down the slope toward the site of the kiln. The
quarry road was discovered in February 2014 and archive
and cartographic research was then undertaken. Only one
map, OS Fife sheet 16, 1856 (6" 1st Edition) shows the site
marked as ‘Old Lime Kiln’. Located on the edge of the old
forest of Falkland the lime kiln is beside an improved field.
The remains match descriptions of simple pit or clamp kilns
found elsewhere in the UK. A stone-lined pit has been dug
into a mound, and the stonework shows signs of being
exposed to very high temperatures.
On the 15 February 2015 the stonework at the site was
measured with tapes and distance wheels, and the overall
dimensions of the pit and the remaining stonework were
recorded. Photographs were taken of the remains and
a written description made of the site conditions and
immediate surroundings.
Archive: Falkland Estate records (intended)

Claimed as Treasure Trove (pin: TT102/15; brooch and mount:
TT106/15), allocated to Fife Cultural Trust (St Andrews Museum)

Bow Cliff, 3 The Scores, St Andrews
Watching brief
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 51065 17000 A watching brief was carried out on 9
July 2015, during ground-breaking work associated with a
residential development. Three trenches were excavated,
revealing a buried garden soil 0.6-0.8m below the current
ground level. There was underlying imported topsoil, of a
dark brown black silty loam, overlying an earlier topsoil of
light brown silt containing shell material. The natural was
light brown orange pebbled gravel. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Alexander Hart Properties Ltd

Fragment of stone from pit lining (Small fragment of loose stone
from the pit lining at chest height. Outer suface was encrusted with
white, under this was tinged green, and the centre of the stone is
reddy brown. Cross section shows clear changes in colour through
the stone. The fragment was replaced into the stonework)
Gateside
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland

St Andrews Cathedral
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 5147 1664 to NO 5146 1661 31 A watching brief was
carried out, 31 July – 3 August 2015, during the replacement
of an electrical cable running from the S wall of the cathedral
cemetery to the tower of St Rule’s Church. The groundbreaking works only disturbed the area of the original power
line and only exposed deposits previously disturbed when
the original cable was laid. Some disarticulated and uncontextualized fragments of human bone were seen in the
redeposited material.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Strathmiglo
Drumdreel Lime Kiln
Desk-based assessment and field visit
Sam Docherty and Diarmid Baillie – Centre for Stewardship
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The dragonesque brooch from Gateside (Drawn by Alan Braby)

FIFE/GLASGOW

NO 20 09 A fragmentary Romano-British dragonesque
brooch was found during metal detecting near Gateside.
Only the body is preserved, with yellow and blue enamelled
decoration forming a central chequerboard with curved
fields in the arms. Nothing contemporary is recorded in the
vicinity.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 88/15), allocated to Fife Cultural
Trust (Pittencrief House Museum)

GLASGOW
Cadder
Easter Balmuildy Farm, Bishopbriggs
Evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 5823 7166 An evaluation was carried out, 13–15 April
2015, in advance of the redevelopment of the site of the
ruinous steading of Easter Balmuildy Farm. The area was
considered of interest due to its proximity to the Antonine
Wall World Heritage Site boundary. Two trenches (1 and 2)
were located close to this boundary, but no finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded and much of the
site had been heavily disturbed in the past, probably during
farm construction works.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CKD Galbraith

Carmunnock
King of the Castle Sculpture (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey, Mhairi Maxwell and Sian Jones – Glasgow School
of Art
NS 61448 59551 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March 2015. The
project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D digital data
of heritage sites that are of significance to the community
groups and which they wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with the How Are Yew? Group,
who are based in Castlemilk, on 1 and 3 October 2014, to 3D
record two sculptures using the technique of photogrammetry.
The 19th-century ‘Falstaff’ sculpture in Calderglen Country
Park, East Kilbride and the ‘King of the Castle’ sculpture by
contemprorary artist Kenny Hunter, built in Castlemilk as
part of the Gateways Project in 1999.

The wall foundations and adjacent 19th-century ceramic
waste pipes were preserved in situ.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The Modern Institute/ Toby Webster Ltd

Forth and Clyde Canal: Glasgow Branch
Watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 5883 6673 A watching brief was carried out, 10–11 June
2015, during ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of site hoarding along the bank of the canal
(SAM 6771) in Speirs Wharf.
A total of 49 postholes were hand excavated through
topsoil, overlying in places a deposit of stones and a sandy
gravel deposit of made ground, both of which probably relate
to levelling operations for the modern canal towpath. One
metal fitting was encountered and left in situ.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
WoSAS
Funder: Elmwood Projects Ltd

Glasgow Necropolis (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey, Sian Jones, Mhairi Maxwell and Cara Jones –
Glasgow School of Art
NS 60369 65405 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March 2015. The
project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D digital data
of heritage sites that are of significance to the community
groups and which they wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with The Friends of the
Glasgow Necropolis, 5–6 July 2014, to 3D record and model
two headstone inscriptions and the portico and interior of the
Monteath Mausoleum in the Glasgow Necropolis. We used
the technologies of photogrammetry and RTI (Reflectance
Transformation Imaging).
Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Glasgow Necropolis (WW1 Heritage Map)
Geophysical survey
Heather James – Northlight Heritage

Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Glasgow
Aird’s Lane
Watching brief
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NS 5930 6470 A watching brief was undertaken, 18–26
March 2015, during the instillation of temporary artwork, a
seating area and trees. The remains of substantial sandstone
foundations were uncovered, which probably relate to The
Bridgegate Free Church or Briggait Kirk, constructed in 1860.

Members of the local community undertaking the geophysical
survey, Glasgow Necropolis
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NS 60482 65549 A geophysical survey was carried out, 10–13
June 2015, at the Necropolis with assistance from volunteers
and archaeology students. The survey of five areas aimed
to locate a variety of unmarked burial vaults, described as
‘single graves’ in documentary evidence. The results did
not provide strong evidence to support the location of the
putative ‘single graves’. However, other potential graves or
evidence of landscaping activities were identified.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Friends of the Glasgow Necropolis (Heritage Lottery
Fund)

Glasgow School of Art
Assessment, excavation and standing building recording
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 5843 6597 Following a major fire which affected much of
the western half of the Glasgow School of Art, a programme
of archaeological excavation, salvage and standing building
recording was undertaken in the Mackintosh Library,
the worst affected area. The work was carried out from
17 November 2014 to 6 February 2015. On-site specialist
treatment of the artefactual assemblage was provided by
AOC Archaeology Group.
The Mackintosh Library was built between 1907 and 1909,
and is located at first floor level, at the western end of the
corridor leading from the museum, at the top of the main
access stair. As well as notable items of furniture, important
books and periodicals, the library featured elaborate
structural timberwork and associated fittings.
The floor was covered by a large debris pile, roughly
10 x 10m in plan, of loose and fused material up to 2.0m
deep, containing burnt and/or water-damaged books,
periodicals, furniture, structural timberwork, metal
fittings, and other structural debris – primarily stonework,
plasterboard and plaster. Further fire-damaged material
remained in situ, including a number of timber posts,
most of the floorboards, cabinet bases, some steps, patches
of plasterwork, and elements of the services (notably
electrical wiring and heating duct apertures). The ceiling
was significantly damaged and partially collapsed. Doors
and windows were extensively damaged and much of the
fabric of all the walls, variously of brick and sandstone,
was exposed. Some of the plaster and wood panelling,
though damaged, remained in situ.
Approximately 80% of the floor area was excavated by
hand, the remaining 20% was inaccessible due to collapsed
flooring and proximity to insecure masonry overhead.
Material was photographed in situ, and its spatial location
recorded prior to retrieval and further recording. Of the
general debris assemblage, individual items of significance
were retained for post-excavation specialist attention. This
included items of furniture, structural timberwork, books
and structural fittings. Sampled structural material, notably
timberwork, was also retained for further analysis.
A baseline drawn record of the four elevations and
the floor was completed, identifying and locating all
surviving key structural features. Evidence of various
changes to services within the library was exposed, from
the intramural heating ducts to successive hot water and
electrical supply systems. Alterations to the broader fabric
of the library were also identified, defining the changes
that this remarkable room has been subject to since its
initial design and construction.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
and Glasgow School of Art (intended)
Funder: The Glasgow School of Art
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Provan Hall, Auchinlea Park
Excavation
Heather James – Northlight Heritage
NS 6675 6634 A small excavation was carried out, 17–22
September 2015, to investigate the foundations of the
N building at Provan Hall, prior to conservation work.
The excavation of a single test trench established that the
foundations of the N building were shallow, sitting on
bedrock and natural clay. An earlier courtyard surface seen
in photographs from the 1940s (consisting of stones sets, flag
stones of varying sizes and possibly bricks) was replaced
prior to 1966 with stone sets and a drain. The finds consisted
of some sherds of green-glazed pottery, (thought to be late
medieval in date), a single clay pipe stem and a few sherds of
vessel and window glass. The work was conducted on behalf
of the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership
on behalf of the Seven Lochs Partnership.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund

Old Monkland
Calderpark
Desk-based assessment and survey
David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 6813 6263 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey was undertaken on 3 November 2015 of a proposed
housing development at the former Calderpark Zoo. The
site had previously been occupied by an early 19th-century
mansion (Calderpark) with its associated offices or steading,
the successor to the earlier Newmill, and by the former
Calderbank Colliery. No remains earlier than the zoo or
colliery were noted.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mansell Homes

Ellismuir Farm, Baillieston
Evaluation
Alistair Robertson and Magnar Dalland – Headland
Archaeology Ltd
NS 6850 6330 A programme of trial trenching was undertaken,
3–10 November 2014, at Ellismuir Farm in advance of
a residential development. A total of 58 trenches were
randomly placed across the site, covering 7.35% (5884m2)
of the 8ha area. A small group of possibly medieval features
was recorded in an area of level ground to the W of the
Ellismuir Farm Steading.
The area is being developed in phases over the next decade
and further site investigations will be undertaken as the area
is developed.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: For Miller Homes/Taylor Wimpey Homes

GLASGOW/NORTH LANARKSHIRE/
SOUTH LANARKSHIRE
Bothwell/Old Monkland
M8 Motorway
Topsoil stripping and watching briefs
Claire Lingard – Network Archaeology Ltd
NS 71990 58835, NS 71995 58780, NS 69570 63855, NS 72035
62910, NS 71900 62880, NS 71755 62860, NS 73525 62595,
NS 73537 62636, NS 72955 62765 and NS 74165 62315

GLASGOW/HIGHLAND

Controlled topsoil stripping was undertaken at Shawhead
Farm (NS 7200 6290), Shawhead Junction (NS 7330 6270)
and Carnbroe Mains (NS 7430 6230). Watching briefs
were undertaken at Raith Interchange (NS 7170 5900),
Baillieston Interchange (NS 6960 6400) and Newlands Tee
(NS 6900 6280).
The proposed construction of the Baillieston to Newhouse
section of the M8 Motorway, E of Glasgow, necessitated
re-routing short sections of four existing gas pipelines
and the construction of a new Transmission Regulation
Station. The scheme also included improvements to
Junction 5 of the M74 at the Raith Interchange. A number
of cist burials had previously been identified in the area
of Shawhead Farm, Shawhead Interchange and Canbroe
Mains (Canmore: 45792). Topsoil stripping in these areas,
on the S side of the A8, was carried out under the direction
of the attending archaeologist. A watching brief on topsoil
stripping was maintained on three other areas, at Raith
and Baillieston Interchanges, and at Newlands Tee, E of
the M73. Fieldwork was carried out between 5 August 2013
and 22 January 2014.
Three possible cist burials were identified in the controlled
strip areas, although none produced any dating evidence.
The most convincing was a small pit lined with stone slabs at
Shawhead Interchange (NS 73537 62636). A second undated
pit in the same area (NS 72955 62765) was very shallow and
may instead have been associated with an undated infilled
ditch, excavated nearby. A trackway, on the line of a mineral
tramway shown on the 1860 OS map (NS 73525 62595),
and a post-medieval or modern boundary ditch were also
recorded at this site.
Another shallow pit, excavated at Shawhead Farm (NS
71755 62860) may also have been the remains of a cist
burial but was similarly undated. This site also contained
the foundations of a substantial stone-built wall (NS 71900

62880) presumed to be a post-medieval estate boundary,
although this has not been verified from documentary
evidence. The remains of a trackway, probably associated
with 19th-century coal extraction, was also recorded (NS
72035 62910).
A small area of furrows uncovered at Baillieston Interchange
on the S side of the A8 (NS 69570 63855) provided evidence
of post-medieval agriculture. Forty-nine pieces of pottery,
identified as Throsk-type ware dating from the 15th to 18th
centuries, were recovered from excavated sections of two
adjacent furrows. Pottery finds from the stripped topsoil
surface at this site included a single green-glazed sherd, of
12th- to 15th-century date.
At Raith Interchange, two adjacent shallow calf burials
(NS 71990 58835) and two stone culverts (NS 71995 58780)
were undated but are thought to date from the 19th or 20th
centuries. The only feature investigated at Carnbroe Mains
Farm proved to be the remains of an old electricity pylon and
nothing of archaeological significance was noted in the two
small areas at Newlands Tee.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: WoSAS and Rathmell Archaeology
Funder: J Murphy and Sons on behalf of Scottish Gas Networks
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Applecross
Archaeological Landscapes
Field survey
Andrew Bicket and Karen Hardy – Wessex Archaeology and
ICREA at Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
NG 86799 57036, NG 84643 54266 and NG 84641 54262
The inaugural Archaeological Landscapes: Professional

Archaeological Landscapes: Vernacular quayside or boat naust at Wester Alligin, N bank, Upper Loch Torridon (looking NW). Remains of a
winch are located within naust. Possible quarry site located on right of shot, behind overhanging trees
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Skills (AL:PS) fieldschool was run, 21–26 September 2015,
at a range of locations around Upper Loch Torridon. The
project focused on delivering geoarchaeological training to
students comprising archaeological field survey primarily
(but not exclusively) for early prehistoric material and
geomorphological survey of river terraces, raised beaches
and the intertidal zone.
NG 81766 55385 A shovel pitting survey was undertaken
at Camas an Leim developing earlier work undertaken there
during Scotland’s First Settlers (SFS) project, and at Bridge of
Balgy, both on the S side of Upper Loch Torridon. Topographic
survey using DGPS was also undertaken at these sites. A
possible quartzite lithic artefact was found in a shovel pit at
Camas an Leim, which is consistent with the distribution of
finds from the earlier SFS project.
NG 87185 55100 A rapid survey at Lub Dubh Aird recovered
additional reworked lithic artefacts and raw material (flint,
quartz, quartzite) from the intertidal zone, similar to the
previous large assemblage studied here (DES 2013). A large
quartzite flake (60 x 37mm) (NG 84643 54266) and a second
possible quartzite flake (38 x 22mm) (NG 84641 54262) were
found on the 2nd river terrace at the Bridge of Balgy.
NG 82708 57587 A site visit was also made to Wester
Alligin on the N coast, opposite the Shieldaig Peninsula,
and a rapid survey of intertidal and coastal vernacular
structures indicates that the large dry stone structure on
the eastern shore in addition to functioning as a vernacular
quayside also functioned as a boat naust. The remains
of 20th-century (possibly late 19th-century) fishing gear
housing, piston housing and broken iron stanchions are
strewn within the lee of the dry stone quayside and atop
the quayside near high water, reflecting the local inshore
fishing activity coeval with the adjacent crofts. The naust
may have been modified and deepened by the removal
of the blocky bedrock. A further notable feature of the
site is that the quarry for quayside and probably nearby
cluster of sub-rectangular buildings appears to be derived
from outcropping bedded sandstone in the adjacent cliff
to the naust, which delivers abundant blocks of stone to
the intertidal zone which require no working prior to use;
for example in the nearby cluster of structures to the E (eg
Canmore ID: 338566).
NG 86799 57036 During a rapid survey of the intertidal
zone in front of Torridon House on the N bank of the loch, a
large oval shaped depression was recorded near high water.
Measuring 7 x 12m with the long axis parallel to the beach, a
possible entrance is located on the SW side. Remains of recent
campfires, and debris containing roof slates, 20th-century and
possibly 19th-century blue and white crockery, glass bottles,
and iron pipes was found in the interior of the depression.
The feature has a sunken floor, but there are no upstanding
walls to indicate if the feature is a building or, a scoop in
the back of the beach, perhaps serving as a boat naust or
previously quarried location, for large rounded cobbles.

During the development works in February 2015 a glass
time capsule was discovered in the S wall of the porch of the
church. Located within the third course of stonework up from
the floor, the capsule was concealed in a hollowed-out stone,
while the glass container was covered by a yellow sandstone
lid. The glass container also contained a distillate, possibly
methylated spirits, to assist preservation of the material held
in the capsule.
The contents of the time capsule consisted of a collection of
four coins, newspapers, a local gazette, a pamphlet pertaining
to the construction of the church in 1887, and a handwritten
letter identifying the contents of the capsule. Known at the time
of construction as Torridon Church, the construction of the
church and the placement of the time capsule commemorated
the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria.
The church pamphlet and the gazette, named the Gladiator,
provide a poignant insight into Torridon’s community in
the late 19th-century, and create a meaningful context for
the church. The building was founded with huge effort
and dedication by the local people and their proprietor,
and would have become an absolutely integral part of the
settlement and surrounding area. Discussions are currently
taking place between the developer and the local community
to agree on a suitable location for the display of the contents
of the time capsule.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: Rural Design Architects for Sandy MacRae

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Wessex Archaeology, participants

Coire Church, Torridon
Post-excavation analysis
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 86232 57208 A Level 1 historic building survey was carried
out, 29 October 2014, on Coire Church (DES 2014, 92). The
work recorded detailed information about the character of the
building and its landscape position prior to redevelopment of
the site. The church was built in 1887 as part of the Church
of Scotland, but later became non-denominational.
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The front cover of the church pamphlet from the Coire Church Time
Capsule
Fasag Cottage, Torridon
Standing building recording
Lindsey Stirling – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 8967 5652 A standing building survey was carried out in
October 2015 of Fasag Cottage. The survey aimed to create
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a detailed record of the building in its landscape setting and
to determine any features of significance that should be
protected by a Conservation Burden before the sale of the
property. A detailed photographic survey and written record
of the buildings and its garden were produced. The cottage
consisted of a single-storey cottage with an attic and a lean-to
attached to the NW gable end. Four corrugated outbuildings
were located in the garden. The front of the house looks out
over a public road and across Loch Torridon while the rear
of the house and garden back onto the base of a steep and
very high hill.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Fasag Cottage, Torridon

Ardersier
Fort George
Evaluation
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NH 7652 5666 An evaluation was carried out on 28 August
2015 after a small trench was excavated for emergency
repairs to a buried water pipe in the southern portion of the
fosse, between the covered way surrounding the ravelin and
the SE bastion of the fort. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Ardnamurchan
Acharacle
Evaluation and watching brief
Hannah Kdoleska, Jessica Lumb, Rob Engl and Steven Watt –
AOC Archaeology Group
NM 6747 6822 and NM 6747 6831 An evaluation and watching
brief were carried out, February – July 2015, in advance of an
extension to a cemetery and creation of a playing field. The
area was considered of interest as the excavation of three
drainage ditches on the site of the playing field had led to
the recovery of several wooden planks of medieval date. Two
possibly artificial earthen mounds had also been identified
in this area.
A programme of topsoil stripping across the site and a
watching brief during ground-breaking work associated
with the cemetery extension established that the mounds
were glacial in origin. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Highland Council

Camasinas
Walkover survey
JE Kirby, M Gascoigne and OJ Kirby – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas
Lost Place Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research
NM 65 61 A walkover survey of part of the W side of the
Camasinas Glen was carried out in April 2015, and 19
recessed platforms were recorded.
NM 6548 5099 (10.2 x 8.3m) Rear scarp to 0.7m; front
revetment of stones, to 0.75m.
NM 6539 6113 (12.0 x 9.4m) Rear scarp to 1.4m; front
revetment to 0.9m, with stones and large boulders, but
eroding, with the top courses missing.
NM 6536 6117 (10.0 x 9.8m) Rear scarp to 1.4m; front
revetment of stones, to 1.75m.
NM 6528 6125 (7.9 x 7.4m) Rear scarp to 0.65m; front
revetment of turf and stones to 0.75m.
NM 6539 6150 (8.0 x 6.9m) Rear scarp to 0.5m; front
revetment of stones and turf to 0.55m.
NM 6541 6149 (7.9 x 7.1m) Rear scarp to 0.6m; front
revetment with some very large stones, to 1.1m.
NM 6542 6164 (9.3 x 6.1m) Rear scarp to 0.4m; front
revetment on a rock outcrop, with stones on the S. side, to
1.0m.
NM 6539 6131 (7.7 x 8.2m) Rear scarp to 0.7m; front
revetment of stones, to 1.0m.
NM 6536 6124 (10.4 x 9.7m) Rear scarp to 0.75m; front
revetment of turf to 0.5m. The surface slopes downwards
towards the rear, and there are two possible turf/soil quarry
cuts immediately above.
NM 6546 6126 (9.7 x 9.7m) Rear scarp to 0.9m and almost
vertical; front scarp of stones, to 1.30m.
NM 6546 6121 (9.6 x 9.1m) Rear scarp to 0.8m; front
revetment of stones, to 0.6m.
NM 6545 6131 (9.2 x 9.3m) Rear scarp to 0.7m; front
revetment of stones to 0.9m, but badly eroded. The rear half
is very wet and peaty.
NM 6547 6137 (9.0 x 8.5m) Rear scarp to 0.8m, partly
retained by a large rocky slab; front revetment of stones, to
0.95m. Abundant charcoal visible on the platform surface.
NM 6548 6148 (9.8 x 9.0m) Rear scarp to 1.0m; front
revetment of stones, to 0.9m. The rear half is wet and peaty.
NM 6553 6152 (8.8 x 7.7m) Rear scarp to 0.9m; front
revetment of stones, to 1.1m. The rear third is wet and peaty.
NM 6552 6163 (8.4 x 8.0m) Rear scarp to 0.8m; front
revetment of stone, to 0.6m, and built across a gully.
NM 6551 6169 (9.1 x 9.1m) The platform is cut by a
drainage channel and the back is eroded and indistinct, but
the front revetment is of stone, to 0.7m.
NM 6554 6167 (7.9 x 8.7m) Rear scarp to 0.4m; front
revetment of stones, to 0.55m.
NM 6543 6120 (8.0 x 8.2m) Rear scarp to 0.9m; front
revetment of stones to 1.5m.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per
Heritage Lottery Fund

Camas nan Gaell (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey, Mhairi Maxwell and Cara Jones – Glasgow School
of Art
NM 56039 61858 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March 2015. The
project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D digital data
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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of heritage sites that are of significance to the community
groups and which they wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with the Ardnamurchan
Community Archaeology Group from 8–10 August 2014. At
Camas nan Geall we recorded and modelled three headstones
in a graveyard and a standing stone with early medieval
carvings adjacent to this graveyard, and in the nearby town
a graveslab in the Kilchoan Parish Churchyard. We used the
techniques Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI) and
photogrammetry.
Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Dún Mhurchaidh
Excavation
Hannah Cobb, Oliver Harris, Paul Murtagh, Helena Gray and
Phil Richardson – Ardnamurchan Transitions Project
NM 53366 70650 (Canmore ID: 346945) 12 July – 1 August
2015 The Ardnamurchan Transitions Project (ATP) has
been excavating a range of sites in and around Swordle Bay
since 2006 as part of a research and community orientated
project investigating the long-term histories of occupation
within the bay, through key moments of social transition
from the Mesolithic through to the 19th century. The project
has undertaken extensive landscape survey, geophysical
analysis, environmental survey and test pitting to locate sites
for excavation. As part of this work we have also undertaken
preliminary investigations at the Iron Age promotory site of
Dún Mhurchaidh in 2011 and 2012, and we returned to fully
investigate this site from 12 July – 1 August 2015.
The potential of Dún Mhurchaidh was first noted in the 1970s
by Highland Council Archaeologists, although it has seen no
further investigations until the work of the ATP. The site was
first examined by the project in 2011 when a total of ten test
pits were excavated across the Dún, revealing a number of
areas of archaeological activity. This included activity in the
entrance to the promontory, and a possible metalworking
area at the heart of the promontory, which was defined by a
charcoal-rich deposit containing slag-like material, as well as
a fragment of a shale-like bangle and a small glass or amber
bead. The site was then further excavated in 2012. A total of six
trenches were opened along the length of the ridge, specifically
focusing on the entrance area, the potential ditch area, the
potential metalworking area, as well as a trench at the N end
of the ridge. This latter trench identified some anthropogenic
activity, although the nature of this was not clarified. The
potential metalworking area identified more metalworking
and a flat paved stone area which was left to be re-excavated.
The trenches on the southern portion of the ridge identified a
portion of an ephemeral structure and, at the entrance to the
promontory, a more substantial circular structure.
Following the above investigations, the character and
sequence of the archaeology remained unclear, so the
project returned to the site in 2015 to find dating evidence to
confirm or challenge the hypothesis that the site may be Iron
Age. The project opened five trenches along the length of the
ridge; one trench (Trench 16) was located at the promontory
entrance to investigate the northern extent of the circular
structure, and a further two trenches (Trenches 13N and 13S)
were located to the N of this, but still within the southern
portion of the promontory, in order to understand activities
in the initial, southern section of the promontory. Further
along the promontory, a trench (Trench 12) was re-opened
over the flat paved stone area identified in 2012 and this
was subsequently extended to the N. A final trench (Trench
17) was opened at the northern tip of the promontory to
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help characterise the nature of the anthropogenic activity
identified in 2012. Trench 17 found only very ephemeral
evidence for activity at the N of the promontory, indicated by
the presence of pottery, but no features could be determined.
Within the centre of the promontory, Trench 12 has now
helped to begin to resolve the complex activities taking
part in this location. It is clear that significant amounts of
metalworking were taking place here, and the evidence from
previous seasons suggests this dates firmly to the Iron Age.
Combining the evidence from Trench 12 over two seasons and
test pit four can now be seen as firmly suggesting the presence
of a large sub-rectangular structure, c10 x 4m, with at least
one entrance facing NW. Within this is extensive evidence of
metalworking, including slag deposits, plentiful amounts of
charcoal as well as potential evidence for shaleworking.
The role of the two platforms remains unclear, with no
features being uncovered under the one (078) excavated this
year. However, the discovery of the large pit [150] in the
corner of the trench, which contains an iron deposit not yet
excavated, raises the potential that this represents an Iron
Age bowl furnace.
Further excavation of this feature and the floors uncovered
this season are required to fully understand the complex
sequence here. It now seems clear though that this represents
a significant metal working site located very specifically on
this promontory.
Moving to the southern portion of the promontory, Trench
13N and 13S built on findings from Trench 13, opened in
2012, demonstrating the presence of several returning walls
abutting the natural bedrock which indicate the presence
of two sub-rectangular cellular structures. These structures
were probably both fairly ephemeral, and may be more
like the construction of shelters with temporary roofs than
the more substantial structure in Trench 12. The discovery
of numerous burnishing stones in association with the
structure in Trench 13N suggests activity associated with
metalworking here too. Some of these stones may also
represent the local ironstone and be directly related to the
processing and preparing of material for smelting further up
the promontory in the structure in Trench 12. One of the
pieces of possible iron stone was deliberately polished on
one side, potentially indicating a complex ritual involved in
its preparation as it is not clear what functional purpose this
might serve.
Within the southern part of the promontory, running along
the W side of the promontory, along the bedrock, a likely
drainage gully was located in all of the trenches, cutting the
upmost floor layer in each, and containing two postholes,
which related to the structures noted above.
Finally, Trench 16 provided an excellent sequence,
demonstrating the constructed surface layer associated with
the structures in Trenches 13N and 13S was more recent
than the circular structure at the entrance to the promontory
identified in 2012. Further the structure is also probably Iron
Age in date, as shown by the presence of slag in the fill of a
cut sealed by the collapsed wall.
The work conducted in 2015 has helped resolve a number
of questions that were posed at the end of the 2012 season,
and a much clearer narrative has emerged for the site.
Crucially, we can say with some confidence that this site
does not fit, typologically, with other promontory forts from
Iron Age Scotland. Indeed the lack of a ditch or defences
of any kind suggest there was no defensive or fortified use
of this site at all. Instead, the proliferation of metalworking
and material culture associated with this, as well as the
presence of a bowl furnace all point to metalworking being
a key activity at this site. Further, the presence of several

HIGHLAND

Excavation in progress at Dun Mhurchaidh
cellular structures, which would have impeded progress
along the promontory, leading to a very large, likely subrectangular structure that was a focus for metalworking,
with an entrance aligned with the W, and the setting sun,
all indicate that a degree of ceremony, and ritual, defined
activities at this site.
Samples have been acquired for radiocarbon dating and
funding is being sought to date this material. Meanwhile
we can say with confidence that the presence of slag and
iron working throughout indicates that the site is Iron
Age, with multiple phases of activity. Bowl furnaces are
usually associated with the Early Iron Age, which would
place this as roughly contemporaneous with early Iron Age
radiocarbon dates from the nearby site of Cladh Aindreis.
However, both the large circular structure at the entrance of
the promontory and the bowl furnace in the central section
of the promontory are the first deposits in a longer sequence
of floors and structures, all associated with iron working,
suggesting that this site may have had a long sequence of
activity spanning the Iron Age. There is still much work to
be done in post-excavation to unpick the full sequence and
further excavation of Trench 12 will be needed to ensure the
full suite of practices here can be dated and understood.
Archive: Highland HER and National Record of the Historic
Environment (intended)
Funder: University of Manchester and University of Leicester
Website: http://ardnamurchantransitionsproject.co.uk/

Kilchoan Parish Kirkyard (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey, Mhairi Maxwell and Cara Jones – Glasgow School
of Art
NM 48507 64046 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March 2015. The
project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D digital data
of heritage sites that are of significance to the community
groups and which they wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with the Ardnamurchan
Community Archaeology Group from 8–10 August 2014. At
Camas nan Geall we recorded and modelled three headstones

in a graveyard and a standing stone with early medieval
carvings adjacent to this graveyard, and in the nearby town
a graveslab in the Kilchoan Parish Churchyard. We used the
techniques Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI) and
photogrammetry.
Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Arisaig and Moidart
Mingarrypark, Acharacle
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NM 68935 69335 (centred on) A walkover survey was
conducted on 7 March 2015 for new housing and associated
services to a site at Mingarry by Acharacle, the site having
a single coffin cairn. Work revealed no other archaeological
features in the development area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: Highland HER and NRHE
Funder: Mr and Mrs J MacDonald

Auldearn
Auldearn
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland

Early Bronze Age flat axehead found near Auldearn (Crown copyright)
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NH 91 55 A worn but complete Early Bronze Age axehead
was found during metal detecting. The axe has the typical
features – narrow butt, relatively wide cutting edge and neat
lenticular profile – of a Migdale type flat axe towards the
smaller end of their size range. L:101.1mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 85/15), allocated to Nairn Museum

Boleskine and Abertarff
Garrogie
Survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 45498 12661, NH 49910 12646 and NH 47632 12609 A
walkover survey was undertaken, 1–30 March 2015, in three
areas between Knockie and Garrogie Lodges, in advance of
construction of a 33kV grid connection. Several known sites
were visited and some new features were noted, including
an enclosure at NH 46891 13047, a possible structure at NH
47081 12995 and many clearance cairns. Several features
already known from the area were also recorded in more
detail.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: CKD Galbraith LLP

Garrogie: Recording a clearance cairn Stratherrick (Copyright HAS)

Bracadale
Allt Meadale, Drynoch, Isle of Skye
Desk-based assessment and survey
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 3898 3467 – NG 3922 3477 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were carried out in September 2015 in
advance of the construction of a small hydro-electric scheme
located near Drynoch. A stone-built structure consisting
of at least three walls was recorded on the peninsula
at the confluence of the Allt Meadale and the Meadale
Burn. However, dense vegetation cover impeded accurate
interpretation and recording. The location of the feature is
potentially visible on aerial imagery, and the site appears
to have formed a significant structure, probably predating
1877. One possibility for the interpretation is a mill. It
was recommended that further survey be carried prior to
development.
Funder: Alasdair Macaskill

Crossal, Isle of Skye
Desk-based assessment and survey
Lynn Fraser – AOC Archaeology Group
A desk-based assessment and walkover survey were carried
out in September 2015 in advance of the construction of a
small hydro-electric scheme at Crossal.
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Between NG 4450 3271 and NG 4528 3188 one site, a
possible boulder-built structure, was recorded.
At NG 43993 31889 two sites were recorded, a dyke and
a possible hut circle. Dense vegetation impeded proper
recording of the possible hut circle, which may be the
incorrectly located site MHG13878 previously noted near
the area. Future recording of the site is recommended after
vegetation has died down.
The sites are located close to the proposed pipeline route
and are likely to be directly affected by it.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: Manitoba Energy

Bracadale/Duirinish/Kilmuir/Portree/Snizort
Skye Forts
Field visit
Simon Wood and Ian Ralston – University of Edinburgh
Field visits were undertaken to various sites, 20–22 April
2015, as part of a general survey of forts on Skye carried out
by Simon Wood and Ian Ralston as part of the fieldwork for
the former’s PhD research.
NG 37400 64720 Dun Skudiburgh (Canmore ID: 11195)
Occupying a position of some strength on a conspicuous
rocky knoll, Dun Skudiburgh, a dun sitting on top of a
vitrified fort, has perhaps been underrepresented by previous
investigators. At least two different phases are visible in the
dun, with considerably poorer quality dry stone walling
including many smaller stones evident to the W, S and SE.
A poor quality wall running parallel to the main dun wall
c1m outside it in the W and S has little structural integrity in
itself and is likely to be comparatively recent. The vitrified fort
is more complex than depicted in the RCAHMS plan (1928).
Two additional lines of defence were observed on the
steep E side, the outer more easily discernible with a clearly
visible outer face up to three courses high in places. The
inner is only identifiable in a few patches up to two courses
high.
The enclosure identified by RCAHMS in the NW appears
more likely to be a bank running parallel to the fort wall.
Another rampart leading N away from the N-facing entrance
is probably also a later field bank, possibly a continuation of
this feature. An additional area is enclosed by a wall in the
W. The OS previously identified this rampart as a probable
later wall, but no stratigraphic evidence was noted for this
to be the case. It defends a steep but accessible slope into a
small plateau surrounded by sheer cliffs falling to the sea.
In total there are three apparent lower enclosures that may
be contemporary with either the fort or the dun. Vitrified
stone was observed on several stones in the inner fort wall.
Two rocky beaches, one to the N and one to the S are less
than 200m away from the fort and offer comparatively
excellent access to and from the sea.
NG 48920 45270 Dun Gerashader (Canmore ID: 11271)
Described by the RCAHMS (1928) as ‘a fort of great
strength’, this site actually represents the remains of two
different forts. The later fort, as identified and planned by
RCAHMS survives as a massive stone wall up to six courses
high, with an entrance in the E. A rectangular enclosure
noted to the SW by RCAHMS is not an enclosure but the
inner and outer face of a rampart with an entrance through
it. The facing stones of the entrance likely influenced the
previous misidentification of this feature as they superficially
represent the shorter E side of a rectangular enclosure. This
rampart continues to the E and includes many very large
stones. Facing stones of this rampart continue along the W
and E sides of the hill to the N and appear to be overlain
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Dun Neill, Skye
by the large well-built wall of the later fort. This is almost
certainly an earlier fort with an entrance to the S, with this
entrance blocked by the surviving wall of the later fort.
The two lines of boulders identified by RCAHMS may be
ramparts contemporary with the earlier fort as they appear
to contain similarly sized large stones. Alternatively, they
may represent reuse of the boulders from the earlier fort to
add extra lines of defence or create a visually intimidating
barrier on the more accessible S side of the knoll.
NG 35980 70020 Dun Liath (Canmore ID: 11206) This
galleried fort is mostly as described by the OS in 1971. A wall
at the base of the valley c30m to the E that Mackie considered
an outer defence is undoubtedly a dyke associated with later
field systems. Another possible rampart closer to the fort
on the E and N sides enclosing a small area with several
structures is also probably considerably later than the fort,
as noted by the OS. Towards the top of the hill on the S, SW
and SE; however, is a definite outer rampart, visible as a
scarp with many facing stones visible. This second rampart
may represent an earlier phase of enclosure on the hill, ie
an earlier fort, or an outer defence for the galleried fort. On
size (1035m2 inside the galleried defences) this should be
considered a fort rather than a dun.
NG 28140 40750 Dun Neill (Canmore ID: 10861) Dun Neill
is considered by the OS to be a dun overlying a fort. A strong
argument can be made for it being just a dun with outworks.
There is no obvious stratigraphic relationship between the
oval walled dun and the small, ephemeral rampart remaining
around the western, seaward side of the promontory. This
wall has no obvious defensive function as it encloses
an area surrounded on all sides by sheer cliffs, indeed it
makes more sense that it was a wall contemporary with
the dun preventing people or livestock from falling off the

promontory. A flat, circular depression within the outwork
on the seaward end may be the remains of a structure.
NG 36300 36640 Dun Taimh (Canmore ID: 11049) A small
fort generally as described by the RCAHMS in 1928. This
is essentially an inland promontory fort with ramparts
continuing in an arc stretching from the W to S and E. There
is arguably some walling continuing along the W flank of the
promontory to the NW. Evidence of some structural remains
are visible in the interior, besides the 19th-century cairn, but
it is likely that there has been considerable amounts of later
activity on the hilltop. A possible ditch and causeway lie to
the S and SE on the main approach to the site.
NG 31730 37400 Ullinish (Canmore ID: 11065) This
promontory fort appears to be larger and more heavily
defended than apparent from the OS report (1971). A
considerable rampart stretches along the E side of a large
promontory from sheer cliff on the S to a smaller, 2–3m
high, cliff on the N. This northern side has been described
by the OS investigator as a place of easy access, making the
position weak; however, considerable amounts of scree lie at
the bottom of this cliff, suggesting that a rampart may have
once stretched further to the N than currently visible. The
interior measures 4085m2 and is mostly flat, making this one
of the largest forts on Skye.
NG 40210 55520 Creag nam Mann (Canmore ID: 11314)
The northern part of the fort at Creag nam Mann has been
quarried away. The remains of several large structures are
visible in the flat interior. At least one of these structures
overlies the fort rampart, suggesting a later phase of activity
on the hilltop.
NG 41080 51850 Dun Cruinn (Canmore ID: 11332) This
is a multivallate fort overlain by a later dun occupying a
rocky knoll on a large promontory stretching out into Loch
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Snizort Beag. A large earthen rampart with internal quarry
ditch stretches around the base of the steep S and E sides, but
is not apparent at the more gently sloping N side. It would
make sense that this rampart, facing inland towards possible
approach routes, along with the several large boulders
arranged on the W side approaching the entrance, was more
for display than practical defence. A small bank on the N side
could be a continuation of this rampart, but as it lines up
with field banks leading away from the fort to W and E it is
probably later. The earthen rampart is overlain by scree from
the fort wall at the top of the hill, suggesting that it is not later
in date. On the summit, a straight internal bank running E/W,
noted by the RCAHMS as contemporary with the fort or dun,
may be another later field bank. The adjacent abandoned
farming township has impacted the visible remains greatly
and complicated interpretations of what could be in itself a
complex and interesting site.

pipeline. A small cairn, which had been interpreted as
a clearance cairn during the survey, was evaluated and it
was concluded that it consisted of a small mound of stone
overlying a boulder outcrop. Evidence for vegetation burning
was identified near the cairn during the watching brief. This
material was sealed below a layer of natural subsoil.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: Glen Hydro Development Ltd

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: School of History, Classics and Archaeology, University
of Edinburgh

Clyne
Uppat Estate, Brora
Walkover survey, evaluation and watching brief
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NC 843 072 (centred on) A walkover survey and evaluation
was carried out, July – August 2015, in advance of a
proposed hydro-electric scheme. A total of 11 sites were
recorded, including clearance cairns, a post-medieval
structure, boundary dykes and a platform possibly relating to
a previously recorded hut circle.
A small evaluation and watching brief were undertaken
during ground clearance for the site compound and hydro

Clearance cairn during excavation, Uppat Estate

Contin
Loch Vaich, Strathvaich
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 3448 7724 A walkover survey of the proposed access and
pipeline routes and associated development areas for three
hydro-electric power schemes was carried out in October

Ruinous building at Lubachlaggan, recorded as part of the Loch Vaich survey
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2015 on the W side of Loch Vaich, N of Strathvaich Lodge.
Loch Vaich had been formed in the mid-20th century by
damming the river. While there were no archaeological
sites recorded on the western side of the glen, apart from
a stone-built jetty that must be no more than 60 years old
to judge by the construction of the dam, the settlement at
Lubachlaggan on the E side of the loch was recorded in
detail. It was located in the area planned for access and
equipment staging for the development.
Although most of the buildings at Lubachlaggan were
shown on OS mapping, none of the sites were shown
on the Highland HER database or NMRS. The settlement
comprises buildings and structures typically associated
with post-medieval farmstead settlements, and include a
well preserved roofed house and byre. The other structural
remains within the settlement are in a ruinous condition: a
kaleyard, two ruinous buildings, the ephemeral footings of
a possible structure, and boundary dykes. Three stone-built,
revetted structures had not been marked on the historical
mapping and may have been storehouses. As per the
historical mapping studied, it appears that the settlement at
Lubachlaggan was occupied prior to 1875 but by 1903 only
two buildings were still roofed, and these buildings remained
in use until at least until the 1950s. Information about
Victorian era settlement in the glen, and Lubachlaggan in
particular, can be found in the book Memories of Strathvaich.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: MNV Consulting

Strathvaich Estates
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 3536 7363 A walkover survey was carried out in
February 2015 on the proposed access and pipeline routes
and associated development areas for the Strathvaich Estate
hydro-electric power scheme, located SE of Strathvaich Lodge
on the Abhainn Srath a’ Bhathaich, Garve.
Eleven sites were recorded, including one farmstead,
two quarries and dam/weir structures along the river. The
farmstead consisted of low, grass-covered stone/turf banks
and appeared to be the large roofed building shown on
the 1881 OS map as Drumanguish. The building had been
abandoned by the time of the 1902 OS map, although
documentary evidence suggests it was occupied until the war
(presumably WWI). A further site 300m N of Drumanguish
Farmstead was identified on aerial photographs, but was
not located in the survey area. The sub-rectangular, grasscovered enclosure is also shown on the 1881 OS map.
At the bridge over the Abhainn Srath a’ Bhathaich,
constructed prior to the 1902 OS visit, a linear alignment
of boulders was visible at the base of the bridge abutment.
It may be associated with the construction of an earlier
structure by the river. A small sub-circular stone/turf bank to
the W of this was also recorded.
A dam, a small weir and a revetment wall along the river
were rapidly recorded. All of these sites are likely associated
with 20th-century water management, as they do not appear
on maps up to the end of the 1920s.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: MNV Consulting

Contin/Gairloch
Grudie Bridge to Kinlochewe
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NH 3095 6237 – NH 0125 6401 Following a desk-based

assessment, a walkover survey was undertaken on 6 and
27 November 2014 and 9, 10, 30 and 31 March 2015 along
the route of a proposed new power supply between Grudie
Bridge and Kinlochewe. Two sections of the power line will
be overhead and two underground. Several, previously
unrecorded sites were identified.
At NH 24472 61348 (centred on) are four cairns, perhaps
burials or simply clearance cairns, together with several
stretches of walling.
At NH 18155 59046 is a 30m long stretch of wall, possibly
a remnant of an enclosure.
At NH 15292 58658 and NH 14361 58770 are two partdemolished, circular sheep fanks.
At NH 05515 60589 is what appears to be a truncated
standing stone, 670mm high, 900mm broad and 110mm thick.
At NH 04219 62297 (centred on) and straddling a farm track
on the N side of the Abhainn Bruachaig, are the remains of a
settlement which include the foundations of four rectangular
buildings, enclosures and field walls.
At NH 03666 62586 are the scant remains of a circular
building or small enclosure, measuring 4.5m across.
At NH 03657 62609 is what might be an eroded burial
mound.
At NH 03232 62679 is a probable burial mound, measuring
8 x 4m and 1m high.
At NH 03151 62790 is what appears to be a circular burial
mound, 4m in diameter and 0.8m high.
At NH 03015 62698 (centred on) are the remains of a probable
pre-improvement farmstead, including the foundations of
one sub-circular and two rectangular buildings.
At NH 02972 62682 is a low mound, measuring 5.5 x 4m,
perhaps an eroded burial mound.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
Funder: SSE

Creich
Auchinduich
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NH 58683 99561 (centred on) A walkover survey was
carried out, 8–9 October 2015, in advance of proposed
woodland planting at Auchinduich. A total of 21 sites were
identified including hut circles, structures, platforms, banks,
an enclosure, possible clearance cairns (all very large and
numerous, possibly glacial features to which field clearance
added?), and peat hags.
NH 58369 00015 An enclosure and field boundary which
consists of stone and earthen banks/walls up to 1m wide and
0.6m high. The enclosure measures 19m (NW/SE) x 17m
(NE/SW) with field boundary wall attached by a 2m stretch
of wall. As shown on OS map.
NH 58565 00256 A circular mound measuring 6 x 5m and
up to 0.8m high. Lower central area, grass covered with some
boulders and cobbles. Possibly a clearance or burial cairn. It
is on the edge of a field system associated with hut circles,
near to a natural outcrop of rock (NC50SE 35).
NH 58872 00192 A possible hut circle is located on an area
of near flat ground. It consists of a discontinuous oval of
stone, slightly elevated/built on south side. It is 9 x 8m in
diameter. May be part of NC50SE 35.
NH 58627 00265 A hut circle, 10 x 11m in diameter, with an
external wall of boulders, and level internal area, is located
on a grassy bank. May be part of NC50SE 35.
NH 58656 00311 A structure/possible hut circle, measuring
8 x 8m, with a large boulder on its N side, and a sunken
centre, is located on elevated mound near to a track.
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Site 5, possible hut circle/sub-circular earthen and stone structure, Auchinduich
NH 58706 00288 A possible hut circle, measuring 8 x 7m,
which has a deep (up to 1.2m) central area with steep internal
edges. It has the possible remnants of a bank/wall on W side,
otherwise no obvious walls, and a possible entrance on N
side.
NH 58778 00269 A possible hut circle consisting of a low
sub-circular bank, 0.2m high and up to 1m wide, measuring
c10m E/W and 7m N/S with a possible entrance on SW side.
It has a sunken level internal area.
NH 59076 00224 Peat hag – area of peat cutting.
NH 59243 99503 Peat hag – area of peat cutting.
NH 59183 99293 Peat hag – a large area of peat cutting.
NH 59051 99265 Peat hag – area of peat cutting.
NH 59029 99473 Peat hag – area of peat cutting.
NH 59070 99478 Peat hag – area of peat cutting.
NH 58868 99066 A possible hut circle, it measures 7 x 6m
and has a sunken interior with a mass of cobble on the W
side. Possibly part of NH59NE14.
NH 58765 99188 A possible structure – robbed clearance
cairn/mound – consisting of a small circle, measuring 6 x
6m, with a small interior containing lots of cobbles collapsed
from back of structure. There was no evidence of an entrance.
NH 58772 99123 A possible hut circle consisting of a small
circle defined by a low bank and sunken central hollow.
NH 58717 99265 A hut circle measuring 10 x 10m, grass
and heather covered, with a slightly sunken level interior and
circular outer bank/wall.
NH 58701 99232 A hut circle, measuring 10 x 10m, with
a low bank, which is possibly overlain by an earthen and
stone bank.
NH 58777 99249 – NH 58812 99199 A low stone and earthen
field bank, discontinuous, which possibly once enclosed all
of the undulating terrace and seems to enclose the possible
clearance cairns.
NH 58870 99093 Field bank consisting of a low, poorly
defined stone bank.
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NH 58838 99069 Field bank consisting of a low, poorly
defined stone bank.
NH 58884 99091 A field bank with a short stretch of
possible wall.
NH 58841 99110, NH 58793 99124, NH 58775 99148, NH
58813 99162, NH 58861 99069, NH 58782 99187, NH 58756
99239 and NH 58709 99191 A quite large clearance cairn,
within enclosing bank on a relatively flat terrace, is located
at each of these NGRs.
NH 58715 99247 The best preserved piece of field bank
recorded. It is curvilinear, runs down slope and then along
terrace edge past a hut circle and then appears to double
back before being lost.
NH 58734 99188 Field bank.
NH 58627 99214 A field bank consisting of a N/S orientated
low stone wall on hill side, measuring up to 0.4m high and
1m wide. It runs indistinctly to NH 58705 99143.
NH 58705 99143 A field bank consisting of a N/S orientated
low stone wall on hill side, measuring up to 0.4m high and
1m wide. It runs indistinctly to NH 58705 99143.
NH 58766 99093 A large clearance cairn measuring 6 x 5m
and containing cobbles.
NH 58783 99088 A clearance cairn which has the
appearance of a partially grass covered mound.
NH 58875 99030 A possible hut circle consisting of a small
(5 x 4m) oval with a sunken centre.
NH 58689 99099 A hut circle consisting of a large grass and
bracken covered platform, measuring 17 x 14m.
NH 58600 99150 A possible hut circle consisting of a stony
platform, with cobbles on NE, back and hillside part of
structure, and a possible built up stone front revetment, with
less stone in the interior.
NH 58969 98948 A possible hut circle consisting of a flat
platform, measuring 15 x 15m, with a slight grass covered
bank on the N side.

Funder: Mark Seed Forest and Land Management Ltd
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Ospisdale
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NH 71 89 A bronze socketed axehead was found during metal
detecting at Ospisdale. It is complete (L: 71mm) but worn,
and has a distinctive ‘back to front’ socket plan resulting
from the width of the sides being proportionately greater
than the width of the upper body. As such, it is likely to be
late in the British/Irish socketed axe series, dating to the Late
Bronze Age/Early Iron Age transition, c800BC.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 166/14), allocated to the
Historylinks Museum, Dornoch

Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age socketed axehead, Ospisdale: A view
of axehead (Crown copyright)
Rhinamain, Bonar Bridge
Survey and watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 61467 93312 A walkover survey was conducted on
21 August 2013 and a subsequent watching brief undertaken
on 13 November 2014 for a new house and associated services
on an area to the NE of the site of a hut circle and cairn
field (NH69SW 20). No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded in this area of former woodland.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: Highland HER and NRHE
Funder: Mr and Mrs G MacDonald

Telford in the Kyle of Sutherland
Survey
Susan Kruse and Janet Hooper – Archaeology for Communities
in the Highlands (ARCH)
NC 58370 01682 (Bridge over the Allt na Fearna Mor, near
Lairg), NC 58229 02001 (Bridge over the Allt na Fearna Beag,
near Lairg) and NC 58186 01974 (Revetment near Allt na
Fearna Beag, near Lairg). As part of the Telford in the Kyle of
Sutherland Project, members of the community investigated
the remains of Thomas Telford engineering work, 27–28
September 2014, in the Kyle of Sutherland area.
The volunteers surveyed two unrecorded bridges, probably
built by Thomas Telford, on the Bonar Bridge to Lairg Road
(completed 1820), together with an unusual dyke in a field
close to one of the bridges. The condition of the bridges,
particularly the poor state of the Allt na Fearna Mor Bridge,
precluded detailed measured survey. Nonetheless a wealth

of material has been produced enabling a more accurate
assessment of both bridges. Both bridges are now by-passed,
but were in use into the 1990s.
The larger of the two bridges over the Allt na Fearna Mor
displays characteristic features of a Type 3 Telford bridge.
Although the stonework of the bridge is generally intact,
a large area of severe weathering has occurred on the SW
face. Coping stones on this side have also been pushed into
the burn below, and heavy cement facing and replacement
blocks have been applied more recently. The span of the arch
is c4.85m wide at the base, while the roadway is 3.6m wide
in the centre of the bridge.
The smaller of the two bridges over the Allt na Fearna Beag
is in poor condition and of much simpler construction. It is
also currently slathered in cement which has obscured much
of the detail. The arch has a span of 1.87m. A number of
stones are missing, and some have been replaced by concrete
blocks.
To the W of the Allt na Fearna Beag Bridge, a wall was
constructed with the intent to divert the Allt na Fearna Beag
SW along a trench, to eventually join the Allt na Fearna Mor.
The western section of the wall (NC 58201 01983 to NC 58196
01973) is remarkable for its stonework, using regular large
stone grey blocks, some of which have dynamite holes. The
eastern section (NC 58202 01987 to NC 58201 01983) has a
pronounced curve and is far cruder, using roughly coursed
rounded boulders. It is likely that this has been rebuilt when
perhaps the end washed away. This canalisation may have
been made when the railway was being built in 1868, so that
only one bridge would be needed over these watercourses.
It is noteworthy that the stone blocks used on the railway
bridge over the Allt na Fearna Mor are of similar size to the
regular revetment, some also with dynamite holes.
Various other features were observed in the landscape to
the W of the Allt na Fearna Beag Bridge, including a cairn at
NC 57993 01951, a building centred on NC 57954 02064 and
a well preserved culvert under the railway on the original line
of the Allt na Fearna Beag at NC 57973 01992.
Archive: To be determined. Report: Highland HER. Website: www.
archhighland.org.uk
Funder: The Robertson Trust and E.ON Rosehall Community
Fund managed by Foundation Scotland

Cromarty
Oswald Lane, Cromarty
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 78930 67489 A watching brief was carried out 15–19
December 2015, in advance of the construction of a house
within the Cromarty Conservation area. A desk-based
assessment had established that there had been buildings on
the site since at least 1830. A flood in 1940 damaged many
of the buildings in this street, although a contemporary
photograph shows that this plot was devoid of buildings at
the time.
The watching brief recorded the W (retaining) wall, coal
cellar and fragmentary evidence of the N gable of a house
on the site, which had been demolished prior to the 1940
flood. The wall was formed of clay-bonded round stones,
with an area of repair utilising lime mortar. There was no
dating evidence to indicate when the house had been built.
The southern end of another house, more substantially
built with lime mortar bonding, was also noted. This building
had clearly collapsed in the flood of 1940. There was a c1m
gap between the two buildings. Trample and rubble debris
had formed a surface in this area, and the W side of the
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gap had been blocked by a revetting wall made of rounded
cobbles packed with clay.
As excavation progressed it became clear that one reason
the floods had caused such destruction was that the houses
had no foundations and were laid directly on sand, which
had been washed out by the floods. At the time Oswald Lane
was not metalled, so erosion would have been severe.
Buildings with a similar footprint were shown here on the
1830 map. However, nothing remained of the road frontages
or floor levels of either of the houses.
Archive: HAS. Report Highland HER

Multiple phases of wall at Oswald Lane, Cromarty (Copyright HAS)
(see page 97)
Reeds Park, Cromarty
Excavation
Steven Birch and Mary Peteranna – Cromarty Medieval Burgh
Community Archaeology Project
NH 7941 6722 (centred on) The Cromarty Medieval Burgh
Community Archaeology Project was developed after winter
storms and high tides in December 2012 revealed extensive
medieval and post-medieval archaeological deposits on
the E side of the town. The erosion from the storms also
revealed a stone wall, post and stakeholes and a possible
boundary ditch.
Following successful excavations in 2013 and 2014 (DES
2013, 97-8; 2014, 101), further work was carried out, 26 June
– 27 July 2015. This included the continuation of excavations
in the main trenches opened in 2014, while a new area was
opened to the E to look at the potential for further settlement
along Thief’s Row.
The excavations recorded further structural evidence and
associated finds for the last phase of settlement on the N
side of Thief’s Row dating to the late 18th and 19th centuries.
The extensively robbed-out foundations of two substantial
buildings aligned parallel with Thief’s Row were recorded
and a wide range of small finds, including Industrial period
ceramics and glass, iron and stone objects, coins and buttons,
and midden deposits containing animal bone and shellfish,
were recovered. The corner of a third building, contemporary
to the other ones, was identified in the NW corner of the site;
the three buildings corresponding to those shown on the 1st
Edition OS map.
Targeted open area excavations below the 18th-/19th-century
structures and associated archaeological deposits uncovered
the partially robbed-out and disturbed remains of two earlier
houses, also aligned parallel to Thief’s Row. A fireplace/
hearth survived in the E gable of one of the buildings along
with remnants of a cobbled and slabbed floor. Analysis of
small finds recovered from these structures, including glass
and ceramics, suggests that the houses may have been built
during the early 18th century.
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Excavations below these later buildings on the N side
of Thief’s Row revealed further evidence of significant
late medieval and medieval buildings and their associated
deposits, including substantial stone-built foundations
showing evidence for possible cruck-frame construction or
some form of internal wooden uprights supporting upper
floors. The foundations of at least six structures with stone
foundations were recorded, with their gables fronting Thief’s
Row. The buildings displayed more enhanced preservation at
the W end of the excavations, closer to the old High Street;
while to the E, the buildings appear to have been more heavily
robbed of their stone footings. A series of vennels, boundary
walls, wooden fences and shallow U-shaped ditches define
the late medieval and medieval burgage plots running NE/
SW from the N side of Thief’s Row.
Excavations on the S side of Thief’s Row continued to
reveal evidence for settlement, with the robbed-out remains
of stone buildings, cobbled vennels, boundary walls, ditches
and fences. Evidence for industrial activities including smallscale metalworking was also uncovered in this area, set
within a building aligned NW/SE, with a substantial paved
area fronting onto a vennel. A small smithing hearth was
recorded in the structure, with a small bloom of iron still
in situ. A deep pit to one side of the hearth may have held
a wooden anvil/post, while a circular clay base may have
formed a work surface for the smith.
During our excavations in 2015, we also uncovered further
evidence of earlier, wooden/wattle and daub structures,
underlying the later stone foundations. These structures
are represented by postholes, foundation gullies/slots, and
hearths, and have been built directly on the underlying
natural sand. Intense areas of burning including charred
posts and extensive ash deposits suggest that some form
of conflagration event took place within this part of the
settlement. Further work is required to establish for certain
the style of buildings represented by these ephemeral
remains, their function and how they were destroyed.
An extensive range and variety of small finds have been
recovered from these earlier phases of settlement including
ceramics dating to between the 13th and 15th centuries
(including imported wares from the Scottish Central Belt,
the Low Countries of Europe and Yorkshire in England), iron
fish hooks and knives, stone and ceramic spindle whorls, a
significant assemblage of rotary quern stones, a large number
of stone discs, and objects manufactured from bronze, iron
and bone. A particularly important find this season was a
bone tuning peg from a musical instrument, most likely a
small harp, only the second of its type to be found in Scotland.

Bone tuning peg from musical instrument (top) and possible
rough-out for bone whistle, Reeds Park
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Merchant’s house on N side of Thief’s Row, with vennel to right, Reeds Park
Midden deposits associated with these earlier phases of
activity at the site include butchered domestic animal bone
including cattle, sheep, goat, pig, horse, dog and cat, while
wild species represented include hare, rabbit, seal, red and roe
deer, and a small cetacean. A significant number of fish bones
were also recovered, primarily representing marine species.
In particular, the medieval fish assemblage is dominated
by cod, while pollock and whiting gain more prominence
during the later medieval and post-medieval periods. Large
shellfish middens were also sampled across the site relating
to different phases of activity. The analysis of this material
is currently taking place, but while smaller-scale oyster shell
middens most likely relate to human consumption, the larger
deposits comprising mussel, cockle, limpet and periwinkle,
most likely relate to bait for fishing.
The results of our work on site in 2015 confirm that the
site may have been used for small-scale industry during the
medieval and later medieval periods and that the fishing
industry may have formed an important role in these
activities. However, it is apparent that some of the deposits
recovered from the earliest settlement on the site are domestic
in nature and further work is required to fully understand the
site and to learn more about the foundations of the medieval
burgh. The remains of large footings for buildings on the N
side of Thief’s Row suggest structures of at least two-storeys
in height, possibly merchants’ houses dating to between
the 16th and 17th centuries, indicating that Thief’s Row was
not merely some minor road in the town where ‘backlands’
activities were taking place; but formed a major thoroughfare
in the centre of the medieval and late medieval burgh.
Further post-excavation analysis will be undertaken during
2015/16, to assess the results from the first three seasons of
work, while research into primary documentary sources will
continue. Funding is also been sought to continue excavations

at the site in 2016, to better understand the earlier settlement
phases and the activities that were taking place at this time.
In particular, we hope to answer questions relating to the
earliest foundations of the Royal Burgh and the evidence for
a wide-scale burning event across the site during the 13th
century. The project website will have more details as work
progresses: www.medievalcromarty.org.
Report: ADS, Cromarty Courthouse Museum, Highland HER and
National Record of the Historic Environment (intended)
Funder: The National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery
Fund, The Highland Council, The Cromarty Trust, the Hunter
Archaeological and Historical Trust, and the ArtFund through the
Headley Trust

Walled Garden, Miller Road, Cromarty
Evaluation
Mary Peteranna and Steven Birch – AOC Archaeology Group
and West Coast Archaeological Services
NH 7919 6725 An evaluation was undertaken, February
– March 2015, on land in the NW corner of the Walled
Garden, Miller Road, in advance of the construction of
houses. The work revealed considerable archaeological
remains confined to the northern quarter of the site,
including a kiln, a c18th-century building with a cobbled
floor, and numerous pits and postholes. Large fragments
of a ceramic oven were also recovered from fill at the base
of the garden wall and infrequent sherds of medieval and
later pottery and one piece of a stone spindle whorl were
found in various contexts.
The sites are located in a part of the burgh documented
for industrial purposes related to a malting kiln and
brewery. There was evidence for multiple periods of reuse
of the site during the medieval and later periods. Analysis
of the materials recovered will be undertaken as part of the
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Excavation in progress of the building along the garden wall at Miller Road (see page 99)
Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project
during 2015–16.
Archive: Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology
Project (currently) and Cromarty Courthouse Museum (intended)
Funder: Michael Nightingale and Co Ltd

Croy and Dalcross
Croy hoard
Excavation and survey
Gordon Noble and Martin Goldberg – University of Aberdeen
and National Museums Scotland
NH 7950 4936 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Shetland targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
In Spring 2015 a joint project between the University of
Aberdeen and National Museums Scotland targeted the
findspot of the Croy hoard, a probable 9th-century hoard that
included Pictish brooches, part of a bronze balance beam,
Anglo-Saxon coins and beads.
A geophysical survey was undertaken, 27–30 March
2015, on the high ground where Pictish silver artefacts were
discovered in the 19th century. The survey did not locate any
anomalies in the area. Metal detecting also took place across
the large field in which the hoard was located. The only finds
were modern metal pieces and a number of musket balls
which were mapped using DGPS. The latter are potentially
interesting given the location of Croy, just a few miles from
the battle of Culloden.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
association with the Tarbat Discovery Centre, and National
Museums Scotland
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Daviot and Dunlichty
Achvraid, Flichity
Walkover survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 6635 2657 A walkover survey was undertaken on 16
February 2015 on the site of a proposed new house at Burnside
Croft, on land situated 230m SE of Achvraid. Prior to the
survey, the entire area for the new house and access track
had already been cleared and levelled. It is unclear whether
the developer had already removed any archaeological sites
during clearance.
Twenty new archaeological sites were recorded during the
survey. Ten of the sites comprised the remains of definite
or possible buildings. Six of the sites were the remains of
boundary walling or dykes and the other sites consisted of
three small clearance cairns and a small twinning pen. The
condition of the sites was very poor and all were masked by
dense vegetation. They appeared to have been constructed
of local stone. The extent of the sites was difficult to discern
and interpretation of the site types was unclear. Although
only fragmentary remains of the sites survived, it is clear that
the features represent a settlement consisting of buildings,
boundary dykes and field clearance. The 1st Edition OS
map of 1871, which shows the remains of three abandoned
buildings within the site boundary, indicates that the primary
settlement predates this period.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Hans van Kessel

Cairnside, Westhill
Survey
Lynn Fraser – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 73435 44822 A metal detector and photographic survey
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were undertaken on 31 March 2015, prior to the demolition
of an existing house and the construction of a new house,
on land near Culloden Battlefield. The metal detector survey
recovered four metal artefacts, which were later identified as
modern detritus. A photographic survey was carried out of
the exterior and interior of the house.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Andrew Smith

Dores
Loch Ness to Loch Ashie, Dores
Desk-based assessment and survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NH 6419 3627 – NH 6023 3387 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were undertaken, June – August
2015, in advance of the laying of a new water pipeline
and associated works, between Loch Ness and Loch
Ashie. The survey identified and recorded a significant
number of archaeological sites, many of which are new to
the archaeological record. These included post-medieval
farmsteads, shielings, boundary dykes, enclosures, a dam,
and a section of General Wade’s Military Road. Prehistoric
sites included linear boundary dykes, enclosures, clearance
cairns, a burnt mound and a large cairn field.
In particular, the cairn field forms one element of a Bronze
Age landscape focused on the broad ridge forming Drumashie
Moor. The cairn field appears to have been previously
recorded, although it was interpreted as a group of stone
clearance heaps ‘showing some signs of excavation’. During
this survey, at least 24 individual cairns were recorded, many
of which showed evidence for robbing of stone and displaced

stone slabs, possibly relating to disturbed chambers within
the cairns, while some of the structures also appear to
have been modified and used as shielings. However, other
cairns appeared to be well preserved with limited evidence
for disturbance. Most of the cairns had a roughly circular
ground plan, but at least one of the structures appeared to be
the remains of a long cairn with a disturbed chamber in the
wider SE end. The cairn measures 14m long, 5m wide at the
SE end and tapering to the NW to c3m wide.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Dornoch
Dornoch

Excavation
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 79804 90342 An excavation was undertaken, 29 September
– 16 October 2015, on a proposed development site to the N
of Dornoch. In this phase of work two large trenches, Area
A: 60 x 60m and Area B: 40 x 40m, were stripped of topsoil
and the archaeological features uncovered were excavated.
In Area A a number of features were uncovered including
stone-lined storage pits, multiple hearths, a palisaded
enclosure, postholes, a shell midden and a huge circular cut
feature. Finds recovered from these features included worked
stone tools, animal bone and ceramic fragments. In area
B two isolated pits were discovered in addition to the pit
previously known from the evaluation phase of work.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Springfield Properties PLC

Well preserved round cairn on Drumashie Moor, Dores recorded during the Loch Ness to Loch Ashie survey
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Hallin Park, Waternish, Skye
Evaluation and watching brief
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 24780 59135 (centred on) An evaluation and subsequent
watching brief were undertaken, August 2014 and May 2015,
in advance of construction of a new house, access road and
services at 8 Hallin Park. This included the dismantling of
two superimposed buildings: a house and overlying building
of unknown function.
The watching brief did not reveal any new archaeological
features or structures, although a small area of midden,
including industrial period ceramics, coal fragments and ash,
was identified on the line of the new access track.
The excavation and dismantling of Structure 8, including
sub-structures 8a, 8b and 8c, produced a reasonably accurate
ground plan and phasing of the various buildings and also
provided good evidence for the dating of the site using the
wide range of small finds. Industrial period ceramics and
some asbestos roof tile fragments, suggested building 8c
was constructed at some point during the early to middle
stages of the 20th century. This date appears to agree with
evidence of the building shown on the OS map for the area.
The earlier underlying house 8a and annexe 8b, constructed
from stone and turf, consisted of a large building with an
internal partition wall, with the smaller of the two rooms
containing a well-laid cobble floor. A total of three hearth
settings were identified within the floor plan of the building,
but the small finds recovered, including numerous industrialperiod ceramic and glass sherds, suggest construction no
earlier than the closing years of the 18th century, or even the
early stages of the 19th century.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Sue Hart

Field evaluation of Structure 8, Hallin showing cobbled floor access
and later building

Edderton
Tamull Beag, Edderton
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 7115 8485 A programme of work was undertaken,
8–31 July 2015, to fulfil a planning condition in advance of
development. The remains of a croft house were recorded.
This was constructed from dry stone and was in a poor
condition, surviving only up to a maximum of 1.4m high.
It was formed of random rubble double-skinned walls but
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had some dressed sandstone blocks amongst the extensive
tumble. A gap on the S side appears to have been an entrance
but this showed no sign of dressed stone. One blocked
window survived on the S wall to the E of the doorway. It is
likely there would have also been a matching window to the
W of the door but this had been lost due to tumble.
Seven trial trenches were opened covering a total of 170m2.
Three negative features were identified: two shallow ditches
and the ephemeral foundations of a mortared wall.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: R Haig Thomas

Farr
Syre Woods
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 675 410 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken, 21 July – 3 October 2015,
as part of a management plan for Syre Woods. A number of
structures were recorded, including buildings, enclosures,
corn-drying kilns and hut circles, part of which form part
of the farmstead/township of Kedsary (NC64SE 61), the
farmstead of River Naver (NC64SE 69) and the hut circles and
township of Ceann-na-Coille (NC64SE 19 and NC64SE 21).
The following new sites were recorded:
MC 68397 42425 Corn-drying kiln
MC 67975 41233 Hut circle
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Fountains Forestry Ltd

Gairloch
Achtercairn
Excavation
Anna Welti and Martin Wildgoose
NG 806771 A privately funded excavation was carried out
at Achtercairn to clarify the results of the Wedigs Project
regarding the relationship of landscape boundaries and
associated round houses. The Achtercairn 4 site was chosen
because of the apparent relationship of an orthostatic
boundary to the stone roundhouse wall (the boundary
appeared to overrun the wall). The excavation demonstrated
that the field enclosures were much later than the round house
wall. Radiocarbon dates for construction horizons relating
to the roundhouse (sealed under the central hearth) and
boundary wall returned calibrated dates at 95% probability
of 683–638 calBC for the roundhouse and 787–1019calAD for
the boundary wall.
The extensive orthostat field enclosures at Achtercairn
were therefore laid out some 1500 years after the occupation
of the Achtercairn 4 roundhouse and, in all probability, are
not related to any of the visible round houses at Achtercairn.
Archive: With sponsors
Sponsors: Anna Welti, Martin Wildgoose and Jeremy Fenton

Badachro, Gairloch
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 7904 7137 A walkover survey was undertaken, January
2015, in advance of construction of the Badachro Hydro
Scheme, between Loch Braigh Horrasdail and the Badachro
River. Although the landscape had been previously surveyed,
11 new sites were recorded, including a hut circle and
numerous shielings.
The hut circle, overlain by a later shieling, was located at the
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N end of the route overlooking Loch Shieldaig, near Camassie
Burn, and less than 0.25km from three previously recorded
hut circles. The majority of the new sites were shielings or
small pens. These small, stone-built structures were located
at the base of sheltered outcrops, within birch copses, and
relate to transhumance activities in the area. Other sites
recorded included boundary dykes, a large enclosure and a
weir at the NE end of Loch Braigh Horrasdail.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Campbell of Doune

Little Sand
Walkover survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NG 76152 79054 – NG 78823 80200 A walkover survey was
carried out, 11–25 January 2015, ahead of the extension of a
hill track at Little Sand to the S of the Sand River, Gairloch.
Seven features were noted: these were four dykes, a possible
hut circle, a possible kiln with working area, and another
possible structure of unknown function. The structures were
within an area previously noted as significant by Headland
Archaeology Ltd (Canmore ID: 134145) and clustered around
NG 77684 79790.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: James and Marie Cameron

Golspie
Dairy Park
Geophysical survey
Gordon Noble and Oskar Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NC 8494 0057 As part of the Northern Picts project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Shetland targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
A magnetometer survey was carried out, 11–18 July 2015,
in the area called the Dairy Park, S of Dunrobin Castle,
in an area where a Pictish square cairn and symbol stone
has been found. The survey revealed an old boundary line
and highly disturbed area where a corn-drying kiln was
excavated by Close-Brooks. No evidence for burials or
features which may be associated with the Pictish symbol
stones was discovered.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
association with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Halkirk
Mybster Inn Farm
Watching brief
Nicola Reid – Northlight Heritage
ND 1634 5285 A watching brief was carried out, 12–13
August 2015, near to Mybster Inn Farm during work to lay
an underground cable (crossing 14) as part of work on the
Dounreay to Mybster overhead electricity line. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy Ltd

Mybster Substation
Standing building recording and watching brief
Nicola Reid – Northlight Heritage

ND 16988 51922 A Level 1 historic building survey and
watching brief were undertaken, 6 September – 23 October
2015, at the site of a new electrical substation near Mybster.
Desk-based research and a standing building survey of a
ruined rectangular structure located in the SW area of the site
showed it to be the remains of a short lived croft building.
It appears to have been constructed in the late 19th/ very
early 20th century and was out of use by the mid-20th century.
Varying levels of topsoil and peat were noted across the rest
of the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Balfour Beatty Regional Civil Engineering Ltd

Inverness and Bona
Academy Street, Inverness
Survey, evaluation and watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 66580 45545 A programme of archaeological work,
including recording, evaluation and photographic survey,
and a watching brief, were carried out, May – December
2014, prior to, during and after demolition of two Category
B listed buildings at 92–94 Academy Street (NH64NE 54
and 732).
The houses which dated to around the 1830s had been
converted into small offices and undergone remodelling in
the 19th and 20th centuries. The buildings were quite plain
internally with few original features. The evaluation and
watching brief on the development site recorded a few
features of mid-19th century date, or areas heavily disturbed
by modern features.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: Highland HER and NRHE

Blackthorn Allotments, Old Town of Leys
Excavation
Lindsey Stirling – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 6672 4148 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
22–23 September 2015, in advance of the construction of a
community building and car park on allotments. The area
was considered of interest as previous fieldwork in the
Culduthel area had recorded substantial prehistoric remains.
A total of four trenches were excavated, covering 142.6m2,
in the area around the proposed car park and new building.
They were laid out to avoid a trackway and the areas
previously excavated by ROCAS (Canmore ID: 320608)
where any archaeological features might have already been
disturbed.
The area of trackway along the N edge of the site was partly
stripped and was confirmed as disturbed ground. A linear
feature with a V-shaped cut, possibly a ditch or a drain, was
recorded in one of the trenches.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services
Funder: Blackthorn Allotments Association

Canal Park, Inverness
Evaluation and excavation
Rob Engl and Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 6555 4346 An evaluation carried out, June – August
2015, uncovered nine closely grouped pit features of probable
prehistoric date. As of result of this work, an open area
excavation of a 50 x 50m area was undertaken to characterise
and assess the archaeological features in this area of the park.
Over 50 pits, including a small, circular ring-shaped ditch
(of unknown date), were uncovered. While many of the
pits were inconclusive in interpretation, there were several
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103

HIGHLAND

pit groups of definite prehistoric date. These pits contained
heat-affected cobbles and charcoal-rich fill and many of them
contained charred hazelnut shells, with ceramic sherds and
worked flint flakes also being recovered from some of the
pits. Initial results indicate that most of the pits are the result
of prehistoric settlement on the site, which forms part of the
wider landscape along the River Ness Valley and is one of the
few remaining areas in the city that remains undeveloped.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Capita

upper bank with an inner kerb stone setting that respected a
posthole [033] on the inside of the bank as well as the possible
post settings over the palisade ditch. A birch charcoal sample
from the lower fill of posthole [033] produced a date of 10181155 cal AD (95.4% probability, SUERC-62800). Within the
interior space of the hillfort, a pit containing burnt material
was revealed in section at the SE end of the trench. The
pit had cut through the highest layer of collapsed stone. A
sample of charred hazelnut shell from the upper fill of the
pit produced a date of 1028–1183 cal AD (95.4% probability,
SUERC-63280).
The evaluation trench also revealed that the main rampart
consisted of a 6.5m wide wall with interior and exterior built
faces supporting loose wall core with evidence for structured
layering. Radiocarbon dates from alder and birch charcoal
samples taken from within the primary collapsed wall core
against both outer and inner faces produced radiocarbon dates
of 409–235 cal BC and 461–176 cal BC, respectively (95.4%
probability, SUERC-63281 and SUERC-63285), providing the
likely time period of the burning and abandonment of the
primary structure.
Only a very small amount of environmental material and a
small assemblage of animal bone were recovered, indicating
the presence of pig and sheep and/or goat on the site. While
there had been four samples of animal bone fragments
selected for radiocarbon dating, all of them failed due to
insufficient carbon.
The results have provided evidence that the inner rampart
at Craig Phadrig was re-fortified after the primary burning
event. At the same time, it also appears that the inner rampart
was re-occupied, probably re-fortified for a third time during
the 11-12th centuries.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Excavation of a pit group at Canal Park, small ring-shaped ditch in
background (see page 103)
Craig Phadraig Hillfort, Inverness
Evaluation
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group and West Coast
Archaeological Services
NH 6400 4527 In January 2015, severe winter storms caused
significant damage to Craig Phadrig Hillfort after two
windblown trees exposed a section of the inner rampart at
the N end of the site. Prior to consolidation and reinstatement
of the damaged area, a small archaeological evaluation
was carried out, 9–18 February 2015, to assess the level of
damage and record the nature of surviving archaeological
deposits within the tree exposures. Clean-up of the exposed
sections revealed considerable vitrified and heat-affected
stone throughout the upper rampart. The tree root plates had
significantly damaged the core of the upper rampart bank
and the inner wall face of the main rampart.
The evaluation trench revealed that a palisade ditch had
been cut through the top of the collapsed rampart. The slot,
which yielded no vitrified stone, contained a compact layer
of cobbles and charcoal-rich fill overlain by possible post
settings at each end of the exposed slot. A birch charcoal
sample from the lower fill of the ditch produced a date of
416–556 cal AD (95.4% probability, SUERC-62801). Charred
hazelnut shell from above the upper stone settings produced a
date of 1036-1206 cal AD (95.4% probability, SUERC-62799).
There was other evidence for secondary reuse of the inner
rampart. Collapsed rampart core had been reformed into an
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Looking over the exposed section (foreground) and evaluation trench
showing the palisade ditch at the centre of the upper rampart, Craig
Phadraig Hillfort
Culloden Park
Watching brief
Lindsey Stirling – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 71760 46350 A watching brief was carried out at
Culloden Park, on 27 October 2015, as part of ground
investigation works associated with the Smithton and
Culloden Flood Protection Scheme. A total of ten pits were
excavated with a back acting digger. Four of the pits were
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at the location of boreholes and were only excavated to the
first soil change. The other six pits were trial pits and these
were excavated to up to 3.1m deep. Only a few features
of archaeological significance were discovered. In trial
pits TP7, TP8 and TP5 there appears to be a buried soil
horizon below the initial subsoil containing fragments of
tile drains. This may be a buried land surface from before
the park was landscaped. A few modern artefacts were also
recovered from the topsoil.

NH 57857 52062 (Canmore ID: 12837. SMR ID: MHG9014)
Three local community heritage groups collaborated with
two members of Archaeology Scotland’s Adopt-a-Monument
scheme to restore and prepare for public engagement a
neglected Neolithic Orkney-Cromarty chambered cairn.

Archive: HAS. Report Highland HER
Funder: Causeway Geotech Ltd

Hedgefield House, Inverness
Watching brief
Matthew Ginnever – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 66977 44304 A watching brief was carried out, 10–20
February 2015, during topsoil stripping and excavation
associated with a housing development. The removal of
topsoil from a large area and road widening revealed a single
19th- to 20th-century rubbish pit.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Tulloch Homes Ltd

Ness Castle
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 64810 41459 Following trial trenching in 2010 further
investigation was undertaken, 20 November 2014 – 24
February 2015, of cairns on the site of Ness Castle in advance
of a housing development. The work (Mitigation Stage 2)
established that all the cairns related to field clearance, and
confirmed that a previously identified feature was a stonefilled drain terminating in a sump. A clearance pit or old
quarry filled with stone was also recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Barratt Homes

River Ness Flood Alleviation Scheme
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 6622 4228 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out, April 2014 – May 2015, during the construction of the
second phase of the River Ness Flood Alleviation Scheme
(RNFAS) flood defences, which took place in the city centre
of Inverness along the banks of the River Ness from Friars’
Bridge northward to the S side of Inverness Harbour. A total of
42 features were recorded, mostly redundant infrastructural
remains: embankment walls, slipways, quay walls, cobble
surfaces and culverts. Whilst the work in the location of
the old citadel (Cromwell’s Fort) was of significant interest,
minimal conclusive archaeological results were made due
to considerable previous disturbance to the ground levels.
A small portion of the timber-built quay at Thornbush was
also identified.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Highland Council

Killearnan
Carn Glas
Survey and excavation
Roland Spencer-Jones, Graham Clarke, Alasdair Cameron,
Phil Richardson and Fiona Watson – North of Scotland
Archaeological Society, Archaeology for Communities in the
Highlands, North Kessock and District Local History Society, and
Archaeology Scotland

Carn Glas Neolithic cairn following cleaning and removal of debris
Carn Glas is one of six Neolithic cairns on the Mulbuie
Ridge at the base of the Black Isle. It was excavated first by
Lord Abercromby in 1906 and then by Anthony Woodham
in two seasons, 1955-6. After 1956 the excavated cairn was
left open, and not backfilled. In subsequent years the inner
chambers had become severely vegetated and overgrown.
Three individuals, representatives of three local heritage
groups, in late 2014 took on the task of restoring the cairn
to the condition in which it had been left by Dr Woodham.
Clearing the vegetation on the cairn was undertaken by
members of the three organisations in February 2014.
Following permission from Historic Scotland, subsequent
work with the Adopt-a-Monument team to clean and restore
the interior of the chambers occurred during site visits on
three separate occasions from November 2014 to September
2015. The newly restored cairn was officially ‘opened’ in a
small ceremony on 12 October 2015, attended by over 60
members of the public, as well as Dr Alison Sheridan of
National Museums of Scotland and Colin Woodham, son of
the 1950s excavator.
Work inside the chambers included cleaning the upstanding
stones, removing accreted debris from the chamber floors
and restoring a significant side stone that had fallen into the
ante-chamber. No new artefactual remains were identified.
The chamber floors were then covered with chipped stones,
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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and a new display board erected on the edge of the cairn.
Archive: Highland Council HER and National Record of the
Historic Environment (NRHE) intended. Report: Archaeology
Scotland
Funder: Archaeology Scotland

Kilmallie
Achnacarry House
Standing building recording
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services

Timber building recorded at Achnacarry (Copyright HAS 2015)
NN 17516 88081 (centred on) The site of an old saw mill and
other industrial type buildings associated with Achnacarry
House were investigated and standing buildings were
recorded, 7–30 January 2015, ahead of construction of a
new hydro-electric scheme. Several buildings were recorded
including a mill pond with sluice, race and lade. The remains
of the mill were planned and an associated wooden timber
building was also photographed and planned. Other buildings
on the site were of recent date including a bridge constructed
by 59 Commando Squadron in 2013.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Eden Environment

Dun Deardail, Glen Nevis
Excavation
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group

volunteers and AOC Archaeology Group at the vitrified hillfort
of Dun Deardail. The 2015 works form the first phase of a
three-year project, with a further two seasons of fieldwork
to be completed. The first season of investigations consisted
of the excavation of six trenches, along with topographic and
geophysical survey of the hillfort.
Two of the trenches excavated within the upper fort
crossed the vitrified wall and within these a similar
sequence was revealed. In both of the trenches a massively
thick dry stone wall, at least 5m thick and surviving up to
2.8m high, was exposed. In neither trench was the outer
wall face exposed, either due to a massively thick wall or
possibly because after collapsing the outer face has slid
down the steep slope of the knoll on which the fort was
built. Despite not finding the outer wall considerable
evidence for the structure of the rampart wall was revealed.
In situ charred timbers and voids within the vitrified stone
demonstrate that the rampart was of timber laced design,
with a framework of timber beams built into the rampart.
Medial wall faces within the thickness of the rampart were
also recorded, that may also have been key to the structural
integrity of the rampart. Vitrified stone is apparent around
the circuit of the ramparts. The excavations showed
that the upper areas of the rampart had undergone the
greatest amount of vitrification, possibly suggestive of a
superstructure above the ramparts.
The vitrification of the rampart did not mark the end of the
life of the hillfort but did result in the collapse of the ramparts.
The ramparts were subsequently roughly refaced and the
rubble collapse in the interior of the hillfort was levelled and
the hillfort reoccupied with structural remains overlying the
rubble collapse from the ramparts. The consistent sequence
of deposits and structures revealed in all of the trenches will
allow for secure radiocarbon dating of the major phases
identified so far, notably the construction of the ramparts,
the vitrification of the ramparts and the later re-occupation
of the hillfort.
As well as investigating the interior and vitrified ramparts
of the hillfort, two trenches were excavated over the slight
remains of a bank defining a lower plateau to the outside
of the hillfort. In both of these trenches the remains of an
outer enclosure were identified, suggesting that in at least
one phase of the life of the hillfort the terraces below the
hillfort were occupied.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Members of the excavation team at Dun Deardail (Copyright Peter
Devlin)
NN 12703 70127 An excavation was carried out, 14–28
August 2015, by the Nevis Landscape Partnership with local
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Excavation in progress at Dun Deardail
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Lochaber Archaeology Society undertaking survey work at Torcastle
Torcastle Monument
Survey and laser scanning
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NN 13248 78624 Following procurement of scheduled
monument consent from Historic Scotland and landowner
approval, a programme of vegetation clearance and access
maintenance was carried out, in September 2015, by the
Lochaber Archaeological Society under the guidance of AOC
Archaeology at Torcastle, SAM 5471.
The purpose of the fieldwork was to ensure the long-term
survival of the monument by removing dense vegetation
encroaching upon the structure and to create a lasting
record of the site. As part of the fieldwork, topographic and
measured site surveys, including laser scanning surveys, were
conducted. Detailed written records and digital photographic
surveys of the site were also completed.
A greater understanding of the site has been reached through
the assessment and description of individual features, which
has highlighted previously unknown aspects of the story of
Torcastle. The site survives predominantly as two prominent
standing walls and a number of smaller sections of built wall
including two small chambers at ground level. The remains
of a section of curved wall face located at the E end of the
S wall appears to have formed part of a rounded tower near
the probable entrance to the castle, while a collapsed section
of wall in the NW angle may have formed part of a second
tower. There was also evidence for a possible first floor
chamber in the N wall.
To the NE side of the castle, the remains of a stone building
of unknown date/use were recorded. There was also evidence
that the castle may overlie an earlier site. This included the
presence of substantial vitrified stone in the rubble on the
northern slope of the ruin, and the presence of vitrified stone
in the fabric of the castle and exterior building. There was
also structural evidence recorded around the castle mound,

including a section of built walling at the E side. In addition,
during the survey it was clear that the ruinous monument
had been subjected to later landscaping, where collapsed
stone had been cleared and a kerbed path constructed to
create access to the ruin.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland and Lochaber Archaeology Society

Kilmonivaig
Allt Ladaidh, Glen Garry
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 23065 01040 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out in November 2014 ahead of a proposed
river hydro-electric scheme along Allt Ladaidh. The proposed
development also included a grid connection running to the
W just beyond Greenfield. A total of 17 features were recorded
during the survey. At the N end of the river the area was badly
disturbed by forestry works but a structure, four dry stone
walls and a clearance cairn were noted. The structure was
also shown on the 1st and 2nd edition OS maps. A mill lade
(Canmore ID: 158944) was not located during the survey.
Two structures were also noted at South Ardachy between
Allt Ladaidh and Greenfield. These are also marked on
modern mapping.
Several other features, including two previously unrecorded
structures and one shown on OS maps, were also noted,
along with a large sheep fold and a possible dyke. A listed
cruck-framed barn was still use.
Micro-siting of the development was undertaken to avoid
identified features.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd
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Kilmorack

Kilmuir

Urchany
Fieldwalking
Roland Spencer-Jones – NOSAS
NH 44839 45487 (Canmore ID: 345775) A walkover survey
of 3km2 of moor and historic fields, centred on NH 44
45, was undertaken by members of the North of Scotland
Archaeological Society (NOSAS) during 6–10 April 2015.
The survey area includes a multi-period deserted
settlement, in four separate foci. It includes a well-known
cup-marked stone, known to antiquarians since the 19th
century. Recently, a bowl barrow has been identified c500m
W of this stone. It was scheduled by Historic Scotland in
October 2014.
A survey by the OS in 1970 on the eastern edge of the
area identified 10 ‘hut circles’ and a kerbed cairn. Informal
surveys by NOSAS members have identified a number of
previously unrecorded ruined buildings, three more cupmarked stones, numerous hut circles and cairns, and
remains of field systems and cultivation. There is therefore
archaeological evidence from the Late Neolithic to the mid19th century. It was decided to undertake a more rigorous
survey to record and photograph all identifiable features,
with the aim of identifying changing land and settlement
use over time.
Small teams of 2–3 surveyors were allocated to one
of five parts of the survey area, in order to identify any
built structures that were then given a NGR, described,
photographed, and in some cases drawn. Dykes were
recorded, field boundaries identified and walked, rig
and cultivation remains identified where possible. The
preliminary desk-based assessment included important
information from estate maps dating back to 1757, kept
in the Lovat Estate Office in Beauly, and the Urchany and
Farley book produced by Kilmorack Heritage Association.
Over 250 structures were identified, almost all of these
previously unrecorded. This included four illicit stills,
twelve domestic buildings, ten new hut circles (two with
souterrains), and numerous cairns some of which may be
burial cairns. In addition the field structure with surrounding
dykes and associate enclosures has been described.

Fo Fòid na Tìme, Staffin Bay
Survey and excavation
Daniel Lee and Dugald Ross – Archaeology Institute, UHI and
Staffin Community Trust
NG 48602 68337 This community led partnership investigated
a suspected Mesolithic site above the beach at the eastern
end of Staffin Bay, 9–14 September 2015. The trust wishes
to develop their Ecomuseum (http://www.skyecomuseum.
co.uk/) and enhance knowledge about key sites in the Staffin
landscape. This site has long been known as a source of
eroding Mesolithic material and was recently recorded in a
walkover survey by RoCAS (DES 2014, 113). This coast was
also extensively surveyed during the Scotland’s First Settlers
Project which identified numerous flint scatters along the
bay (NG46NE 34) and is home to the An Corran rock shelter
which contained Mesolithic material (NG46NE 19). At the
site, the remains of a low circular stone wall overlay an
erosion scar which has yielded numerous lithics at the edge
of a slight promontory.

Archive: Highland HER and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: NOSAS

Rosemary Jones in the illicit still, Urchany
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Open day at the excavations at Staffin Bay
Resistance survey and ground penetrating radar were used
to define the structures wall and internal area, and also picked
up the lazy beds to the S. Topographic survey was used to
create a contour plan. Test pits were dug to the S of the site.
The topsoil in the pits contained numerous lithics, showing
that Mesolithic activity may have occurred over a wide area.
A small evaluation trench (5 x 2m) across the wall
demonstrated that Mesolithic activity focused on the slight
promontory. Several hundred lithics, including flakes, blades,
cores, scrapers and debitage, were recovered from a buried
topsoil horizon below the structure. This layer survived in
pockets amongst bedrock outcrops. Along with the lithics, a
small fragment of worked bone was found in the upper part
of the same layer. Numerous charred hazelnut shells suitable
for AMS dating were also recovered from bulk samples.
No evidence for domestic activity, such as hearths or floor
deposits, was found and the circular structure (perhaps a
small enclosure) and nearby lazy beds, are likely to date
to the post-medieval period. This activity has sealed the
Mesolithic horizon on the promontory and protected it from
erosion, apart from the recent cattle poaching along the edge.
The site may have been one place amongst many along
Staffin Bay where hunter gatherers congregated and worked
stone, perhaps exploiting resources such as fish and mammals
at the river mouth.
Archive: Archaeology Institute, University of the Highlands and
Islands
Funder: Scottish Funding Council (Interface), Highland Council
and Carnegie Trust New York
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Kiltarlity and Convinth
Balchraggan
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NH 53 44 A complete but worn copper flat axehead was
found during metal detecting near Balchraggan.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 232/14), allocated to Inverness
Museum and Art Gallery

Balchraggan
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NH 53 44 A fragment of a bronze blade was found during
metal detecting near Balchraggan. Although reported as
a sword fragment, the tapering outline and presence of a
pronounced midrib make it more likely that this is the midblade portion of a halberd.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 232/14), allocated to Inverness
Museum and Art Gallery

Kingussie and Insh
Kingussie Graveyard
Watching brief
Lindsey Stirling – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 75841 00661 A watching brief was carried out, 12 June
– 6 July 2015, during the dismantling and rebuilding of a
listed graveyard wall in Kingussie. The site was visited on
four occasions and a detailed photographic and written
record of the work produced. The only items recovered were
butchered cow bones.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Highland Council

Knockbain
Munlochy
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NH 64 50 The blade portion of a socketed axehead was found
during metal detecting. There are traces of internal ribs
present in socket; L (surviving): 32mm. The incompleteness
of the fragment precludes detailed classification and it is
only possible to assign it to an all-embracing date range of
about 1150–700 BC during which socketed axeheads were
current.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Sue Gulliot

Lochalsh
Balmacarra Square
Watching brief
Sam Williamson – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 8068 2832 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out in October 2015 at the request of Lochalsh and Skye
Housing Association, during work associated with the
placement of a new electric connection by SSE. The work
consisted of the placement of underground cables and the
footing for a substation, through the centre of the village of
Balmacarra Square, which is under the care of the National
Trust for Scotland. The ground levels had been substantially
disturbed in most areas by the previous installation of service
lines and there were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Plockton Harbour Shed, Balmacara Estate
Standing building recording
Sam Williamson and Michael Sharpe – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 80296 33297 A Level 1 historic building survey was carried
out in October 2015 of the Plockton Harbour CIC Equipment
Store, prior to its demolition. The buildings appear to have
been constructed between 1875 and 1904 as an addition to
the Telford Church, and are first shown on the 2nd Edition OS
map of the area.
At the time of survey the store consisted of a single-storey
timber-framed building of c28m2 and a second of c15m2,
both in a dilapidated condition. These abutted one another
at their S and N gable ends respectively.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 82/15), allocated to Inverness
Museum and Art Gallery

Latheron
Preston Croft, Roster, Occumster
Survey and evaluation
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
ND 2660 3950 A survey and evaluation were undertaken
in April 2015 at a new house site. Although the access
road and house site had previously been stripped without
archaeological monitoring, five trenches were excavated
in the proposed location of the septic services. The work
revealed two spreads of midden material and a small pit
containing an upright stone of unknown significance. The
ruins of two stone-built farmsteads were also identified
on the development area. The sites on the development
area were fully recorded and a recording survey was also
undertaken of two previously unrecorded farmsteads to the
E of the development.

Location of the sheds, built against the church gable end,
Balmacara Estate

Lochbroom
Ardcharnich, Lael, Wester Ross
Survey
Stuart Farrell and Peter Higgins
NH 175 885 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken, 20–21 May 2015, in
advance of proposed woodland planting. A number of
unrecorded features were noted:
NH 17677 87700 Possible charcoal platform
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The spectacular broch of Dun an Ruigh Ruadh tumbles towards the shores of Loch Broom (NH 149 900). Only half of the broch survives,
having slipped off the adjacent cliff edge and been robbed to build the later sheepfold. This isometric view shows the orthoimage of the
laser scan point cloud showing the broch wall slipping off the cliff edge (AOC Archaology Group 2015/FCS)
NH 17681 88771 Possible platform
NH 17705 87697 Possible charcoal platform
NH 17739 87708 Possible charcoal platform
NH 17764 87254 Building
NH 17765 87236 Building
NH 17770 87196 Building, possibly a kiln
NH 17789 87150 Building
NH 17857 87010 Hut circle
NH 17725 87194 Building
NH 17741 88342 Possible charcoal burning platform
NH 17734 88558 Building
NH 17549 88135 Building
NH 17561 88425 Building
NH 17545 88410 Building
NH 17518 88455 Enclosure and building
NH 17500 88468 Building
NH 17523 88511 Buildings
NH 17488 88402 Building
NH 17503 88388 Building
NH 17483 88388 Building
NH 17512 88364 Building
NH 17516 88347 Building
NH 17472 88235 Building
NH 17536 89059 Building
NH 17482 88020 Building
NH 17971 88624 Still bothy?

Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Treeline Forestry Ltd for Lael Estate

Dun an Ruigh Ruidh
Laser scan survey
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
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NH 149 900 A survey of the broch of Dun an Ruigh Ruidh
overlooking Loch Broom, near Ullapool was carried out,
9–11 June 2015. The survey was undertaken using a Trimble
FX laser scanner, and a detailed descriptive report and
photographic record compiled.
Dun an Ruigh Ruaidh is situated on a steep NE-facing slope,
immediately above a rocky cliff above Loch Broom, over which
part of the structure has collapsed. The broch commands
extensive views over Loch Broom and the narrow strip of
arable land lying between the foot of the cliff and Loch Broom.
The site is C-shaped in plan with the NE parts of the site
having collapsed over the cliff. The broch measures 19.6m
NW/SE by 14.4m NE/SW, externally and 10.9m by 10.5m
internally. The walls of the broch vary between 3.7m and
5.0m in thickness and vary between 0.5m and 2.4m high.
Dun an Ruigh Ruaidh lies at 87.7m OD with the cliffs below
dropping to 76.4m OD.
The walls of the broch are constructed of dry-stone, built
of large stones of mainly Moine schist with small pinning
stones filling the gaps and levelling the courses. In many
places these pinning stones have fallen out.
A sheep fold and dip have been constructed against the SW
wall of the site, probably from collapsed stonework and rubble
cleared from against the walls. A field boundary bank extends
along the top of the cliff to the NW and SE of the broch.
The entrance of the broch is hard to discern but lies on
the SE of the wall circuit and is now filled with rubble and
grassed over. The inner end of the entrance passage way is
blocked with a dry-stone wall face, forming a continuation of
the inner broch wall face. The entrance passage way is 1.9m
wide and 4.8m in length. MacKie’s excavations revealed two
door-checks formed of upright stone slabs, about 1m from
the external wall. Immediately internal to the SW door check
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lay a posthole that may have been the pivot for the door.
In the S, in the interior of the broch, is a now rubble-filled
entrance passageway 1.6m in length and 0.9m in width with
0.5m of the height of the infilled entrance being visible above
the rubble in the interior of the broch. A displaced lintel lies
across the top of the rubble-filled entrance. The entrance
passage leads to an intramural gallery that curves to the E
towards the broch entrance and to the W, where the gallery
rises to an upper level gallery, no stairs are now visible
however. To the E of the entrance passageway the ground
level gallery is 0.7m wide and extends for 3.0m. A lintel slab
1.4m by 0.4m survives at the junction between the entrance
passageway and the ground floor gallery.
As the gallery extends W and N from the entrance passage
it must rise to a second entrance passage that enters the
gallery from the SSW of the broch. This passage way extends
for 1.6m, is 0.8m wide and survives 0.2m high.
The interior wall face of the broch features a prominent
scarcement ledge, which averages c0.35 to 0.4m in width
and is somewhat less than level, there being c0.5m difference
between its highest point on the SE side and the lowest on
the NW side.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Lochcarron
River Lair
Walkover survey
Lynne and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 00154 48135 A walkover survey was undertaken on
15 June 2015 along the route of a proposed new run of river
hydro-electric scheme near Achnashellach. The majority of
the route lay within the old estate of Achnashellach Lodge,
and had been managed for leisure and utilities. All features
recorded were related to this activity: landscaped ponds,
footbridges, and the remains of a former hydro-electric
scheme. This included pipework and powerhouse buildings
representing two phases, both of which have been redundant
for some time.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland

Old hydroelectric powerhouse, Achnashellach (Copyright HAS 2015)

Morvern
Ardtornish Castle
Survey, sampling and analysis
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
NM 69190 42650 (Canmore ID: 22449) The Scottish

Medieval Castles and Chapels C14 Project (SMCCCP) is a
nationwide buildings archaeology project investigating the
archaeological potential of building materials surviving
within upstanding medieval structures. The SMCCCP
combines the survey and analysis of medieval buildings
and environments, with the analysis and radiocarbon
dating of surviving building materials. The project seeks
to constrain building chronologies, and investigate the
technical conversion and palaeoenvironmental potential of
source materials. This work was undertaken 1 April 2015
– March 2016.
The upstanding masonry of Ardtornish Castle was
analysed and a number of building and environmental
materials recorded and sampled. These materials are
undergoing further analysis and, where appropriate, will be
AMS radiocarbon dated.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Bishop’s House, Lochaline, Morvern
Survey and evaluation
Rebecca Shaw, Ben Edwards and Ros Francis – Rebecca Shaw
Archaeological Services and Archaeological Survey and
Consulting
NM 6676 4536 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 15–25 February 2015, at the Bishop’s House,
Lochaline, following woodland clearance. The work consisted
of survey (topographic and combined magnetometry,
resistivity and electrical resistance tomography), and the
hand excavation of a series of evaluation trenches. It was
intended that the position of the trenches would be decided
on the basis of the survey results. The results of the work
will be used to inform future mitigation and management of
the site.
The first map of the area, which dates to the mid-18th
century, shows the area as open cultivated ground with
no structures. An estate plan from towards the end of
the 18th century (George Langlands, 1788) indicates the
presence of a number of buildings, with three associated
(possible) enclosures. The subsequent estate plan (George
Langlands, 1815) shows a similar number of structures
but no enclosures. By the time of the 1st Edition OS map
(1862–8) a farmstead comprising two unroofed buildings,
one of which has two compartments, and a short length of
wall is shown. This is not shown on the current OS map.
The survey work was only partially successful and
produced limited results to help with the siting of the
evaluation trenches. The topographic survey was restricted
by dense vegetation which made it difficult to identify the
remains of buildings and enclosures. The dense ground
cover, as well as the bedrock (which was magnetic), also
limited the success of the geophysical survey. The depth
and nature of the dense surface vegetation also made
resistivity, magnetometry and ERT all problematic as
the probes could not reach the ground, and the ground
surface was unsafe for continuous walking to record the
traverses.
Given the limited results of the survey, the structures
that were evaluated were determined more by what was
visible to the naked eye through the brash, rather than
the findings of the survey. A total of four structures were
evaluated: a former house (Structure 1); an outbuilding/
barn used for storage (Structure 2); a possible corn kiln/
barn (Structure 3) and a probable earlier (late 18th century)
dwelling (Structure 4). The findings demonstrated that
with the exception of Structure 4, which had a cobbled
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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floor (in the S end), use appears to have been made of the
fact that the natural subsoil is fairly compact and bedrock
is close to the surface. The finds that were recovered,
mainly found in Structure 1, all appeared to date to the
late 18th/19th centuries and the floor deposits were fairly
shallow and clean.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: Foresty Commission Scotland
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Moy and Dalarossie
Banchor Township, Strathdearn
Survey
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 76300 24000 (Canmore ID: 115717) The township of
Banchor, on the S side of the River Findhorn and 8km SW
of Tomatin, was surveyed using plane tables by members of
NOSAS as part of a training exercise on 13 September and 24
October 2014; the N part of the site at a scale of 1:200 and
the S part at 1:500.

had been bisected by the road. Two of the buildings have
evidence of small outshots or ‘bed neuks’ incorporated into
their front walls, a feature which seems to be quite common
in this area.
One of the small buildings is recessed into the slope and
was probably a store. One of the corn drying kilns had a
nicely preserved stone-faced bowl, whilst the other was
more or less completely grassed over and may have been of
turf construction.
Archive: NOSAS. Report: Highland HER and National Record of
the Historic Environment (NRHE)

Petty
Connage
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NH 78 53 A fine example of an Early Bronze Age flanged
axehead was found during metal detecting near Connage.
The axehead (L: 95mm) has the features – straight sides,
cast flanges and crescentic blade - of a Bandon type axe.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 84/15), allocated to Inverness
Museum and Art Gallery

Plane table survey in progress on one of the buildings at Banchor
The township is bisected by a minor surfaced road and
consists of at least 13 buildings, 2 corn drying kilns, a
lime kiln and 4 enclosures. They appear to be divided into
several phases, although it is probable that there is some
overlap.
Early phase – The turf footings, sometimes barely
discernible, of at least six buildings, possibly seven, and an
enclosure are seen on the steep N-facing ground to the S of
the road. Also on this side of the road there are the stone
and turf footings of a rectangular building with a rounded
end, a stone-walled enclosure and a lime kiln which almost
certainly belong to a later phase.
At least two more recent phases are represented by the
stone footings of six buildings, two corn drying kilns, two
enclosures and a possible sheep dip on the more level
ground to the N of the road.
Most recent phase – The main building has coursed
rubble walls up to 1.5m high; there are two compartments,
a small outshot in the S wall and evidence of several splayed
windows. The L-shaped byre also has walls standing to eave
height; but in addition there are several cruck slots here.
This building has seen much alteration and reuse. It has
evidence of a drain and a pit which was probably a sheepdip. A terraced walkway with a stone edge is seen around
the SE side.
Middle phase - Three of the buildings on the N side of the
road have stone footings only up to 0.5m and two of these
112
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Early Bronze Age flanged axehead, Connage (Crown copyright)
Gollanfield
Watching brief
Lachlan Mckeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 80052 52538 A watching brief on ground-breaking
work for five new electric poles and associated earth wire/
stay was carried out on 16 June 2015. These were placed
alongside B9006 old military road to the E of Inverness.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: SSE

Lonnie
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 73 49 A Romano-British enamelled headstud brooch
was found during metal detecting near Lonnie. The pin and
headstud are now lost but the brooch is in good condition
and may well have been a deliberate offering; the findspot is
close to water. Originally enamelled in two colours, but only
blue now survives. L 57mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 115/15), allocated to Inverness
Museum
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The headstud brooch from Lonnie (Drawn by Alan Braby)
Tornagrain, Croy
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 7809 5022 An evaluation was undertaken, 26 January –
10 April 2015, in advance of the start of long-term residential
development with retail, commercial and community
elements. The development covers a c28.3ha area, of which
c10.0ha was unavailable for evaluation due to the presence
of live services, roads and an old quarry. A total of 81
evaluation trenches were excavated, covering just over 7%
(13162m²) of the area.
The evaluation recorded a stratigraphic sequence of
sandy topsoil overlying natural deposits of sand and gravel.
Numerous archaeological cut features were identified of
which variously sized pits were most prominent, alongside
a possible souterrain structure and a curvilinear feature
of unknown function. These features, where investigated,
revealed finds such as slag indicative of Iron Age smelting
and smithing. The recovery of possible Late Neolithic pottery
and Early Bronze Age beaker sherds from two of the pits
also suggests earlier occupation of the area. A programme of
mitigation will be formulated once final development plans
are known.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Moray Estates Development Company Ltd

Wester Kerrowgair
Evaluation
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 75585 52040 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
8 January – 7 March 2015, at Wester Kerrowgair, just to the SW
of Inverness Airport, ahead of a proposed anaerobic digester
plant development. A total of 13 trenches were opened covering
1045m2. As well as a modern field drain and pipes, two rough
shallow pits filled with burned material were recorded. These
pits were 0.4 x 0.5m and 2 x 0.5m, and both contained charcoal.
Neither contained any finds. These pits are of unknown date
but samples were taken of charcoal-rich layers.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Oila Energy

Reay
Drum Hollistan, Caithness
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NC 9278 6406 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out, 6 July 2015, on the site of a proposed wind farm near

Reay. Nine archaeological sites were recorded, including a
group of shielings, a group of shooting hides, two shooting
butts and disused quarries.
Most of the sites recorded relate to shooting activities on
the property. One site consisted of a group of nine shooting
hides located around the banks of a small loch in the N part
of the survey area. To the E side of the loch, a cairn-like
structure was recorded. It had exterior stone facing, much
of which had collapsed, with a soil/stone core. A quarry to
the NW of the site appeared to be the source of the building
material for the structure. It had been previously recorded
when not infilled as a shooting bothy (HHER: MHG1646). It
does not appear on any edition of the OS maps. Two further
disused shooting butts were recorded in the NE corner of the
survey area.
A group of two, possibly three, shielings was identified just
beyond the survey area at the base of the slopes of Beinn
Ruadh. Both appeared to be double-celled structures. There
was no evidence for the sites on the 1st or 2nd Edition OS
maps.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Muirden Energy

Cairn-like structure – infilled ‘shooting bothy’ at Drum Hollistan

Rogart
Braegrudie, Strath Brora
Walkover survey
Stuart Farrell and Peter Higgins
NC 710 110 (centred on) A walkover survey of 200ha of
woodland at Braegrudie, in December 2014, identified the
following previously unrecorded archaeological features:
NC 72329 10019 Sheepfold and building
NC 72270 10161 Enclosure
NC 72025 10351 Enclosure
NC 71908 10325 Enclosure
NC 71821 10265 Lazy beds
NC 72100 10150 Enclosure
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: Highland HER and NRHE
Funder: McGlade Forestry Ltd

Craigton, Strath Brora
Walkover survey
Stuart Farrell and Peter Higgins
NC 685 118 (centred on) A walkover survey of 52ha of
woodland at Craigton, in December 2014, identified the
following previously unrecorded archaeological features:
NC 68006 12248 – Sheepfold
NC 67976 12278 – Enclosure
NC 69343 11060 – Sheepfold
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: Highland HER and NRHE
Funder: McGlade Forestry Ltd
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Rosemarkie

Small Isles

Rosemarkie Caves Project
Evaluation
Mary Peteranna and Simon Gunn – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 756 608 (centred on) During April – June 2015, five test
pits were excavated in three caves: one in Broad Cave, one
in Three Peaks Cave, and three in Through and Through
Cave. The results showed that there is good survival of
archaeological deposits in the caves evaluated, with well
stratified layers containing environmental material and
animal bone. Radiocarbon dating results of mammal
bone and birch/elm/hazel charcoal from Broad Cave and
Through and Through Cave indicate there was a sequence of
occupation of the caves from the 10th–16th centuries. While
in Three Peaks Cave, a well-built stone setting was uncovered
in the evaluation trench. Hazel roundwood charcoal from
behind the stonework provided a middle Iron Age date. The
project results continue to show the excellent and intriguing
archaeological potential of the caves.

Canna
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
As part of on-going work by the National Trust for Scotland
four sites on Canna were investigated, 16–23 April 2015,
using a variety of geophysical techniques.
NG 2444 0625 Beinn Tighe Souterrain A substantial
grass mound encompasses a souterrain on its S flank. The
mound, which lies on the crest of a rise on the E side of an
old field wall, is c15m in diameter and has been extensively
damaged by rabbit burrowing. The souterrain is aligned N/S
and survives in at least two sections with modern breaks
providing access through the roof. The upper section is
6m long and the lower 3.8m. Internally, the souterrain
varies between 0.8–1.3m in width. Its sides are rock-cut,
but in places stretches of stone walling survive. The rabbit
burrowing has previously uncovered many fragments of
coarse pottery, but also some slag, flint, and bone. Ground
Penetrating Radar (GPR) and resistance survey was carried
out over the souterrain to confirm its full extent and to map
any potential structures associated with it.
Although a wealth of anomalies was detected by the GPR
survey, interpretation is cautious. Several coherent responses
are evident within the data, but whether these are due to
potentially significant in situ structures or rabbit burrows
is not clear. The situation is further complicated by the fact
that rabbit burrows could be utilising any possible structural
remains, as was observed with the ‘walling’ of the souterrain.
The resistance survey showed well defined high resistance
anomalies which suggest buried stone, a more definitive
interpretation is limited by the later ridge and furrow
cultivation and, again, by the extensive rabbit burrows.
NG 2441 0593 Beinn Tighe Neolithic Site The known
Neolithic site in Beinn Tighe is a low mound, which is
overridden by lazy bed cultivation. The terrace forms part of
the floor of a rocky amphitheatre, and the mound lies towards
its leading edge. As an assemblage of Neolithic pottery and
flint flakes had been recovered as a result of rabbit damage
to the mound, the site was excavated in 2006–7 as part of a
programme to assess the nature and extent of rabbit damage
to archaeological structures. Two trenches were excavated
across the site and produced quantities of pot sherds and some
lithics. Well-stratified charcoal from the lower archaeological
layer was also recovered. To better understand the extent and
nature of the site a resistance survey was undertaken.
Although well defined high resistance anomalies were
detected, which suggest the presence of buried stone beneath
the surface, a more definitive interpretation is limited by the
later ridge and furrow cultivation and the extensive rabbit
burrows within the area. However, the resistance data shows
good correlation with the previous excavation and test pitting
results suggesting the limits of the resistance anomalies are
archaeologically significant rather than simply the product of
later agricultural activity.
NG 2692 0553 A’ Chill, St Columba’s Chapel A’ Chill is
reputedly a monastic site established by St Columba, or
possibly a monastery established at the site of a Columban
chapel. Nothing is now visible of the chapel and burial ground
which once stood at A’ Chill although the site is marked by a
finely carved Celtic Cross. Until about 1850 this was also the
principal area of farming settlement on the island. The area
was cleared of tenants in 1851 and little trace of the township
can now be seen.
The resistance survey was undertaken over a c1ha area
and detected a wealth of anomalies of likely archaeological

Archive: Rosemarkie Caves Project (currently) and National
Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Highland Council, Cromarty Estate

Excavation of the stone setting in Three Peaks Cave

Sleat
Castle Camus
Survey, sampling and analysis
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
NG 67140 08710 (Canmore ID: 11544) The Scottish Medieval
Castles and Chapels C14 Project (SMCCCP) is a nationwide
buildings archaeology project investigating the archaeological
potential of building materials surviving within upstanding
medieval structures. The SMCCCP combines the survey
and analysis of medieval buildings and environments,
with the analysis and radiocarbon dating of surviving
building materials. The project seeks to constrain building
chronologies, and investigate the technical conversion and
palaeoenvironmental potential of source materials.
The upstanding masonry of Castle Camus was surveyed
and a number of mortar and environmental materials
recorded and sampled in 2015. These materials are
undergoing further analysis and, where appropriate, will be
AMS radiocarbon dated.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland
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The broch of Dun Suladale was recorded by terrestrial laser scan and is visualised here as an orthographic plan of the point cloud data
filtered by height (AOC Archaeology Group / FCS) (see page 116)
significance. The presumed chapel previously detected and
evaluated by Bradford University has been detected in this
survey, although it is not very well defined. However, this
data set suggests possible internal and external responses
associated with the main structure suggesting the potential
for a more substantial complex. One of the clearest
anomalies within this data set is a rectilinear anomaly to
the N of the postulated chapel and on the same alignment.
Anomalies apparently associated with the outcropping rock
and suggestive of the remnants of structures ‘built in’ to the
outcrops have also been detected. Numerous additional linear
and rectilinear anomalies have been detected throughout the
survey area suggesting a potential network of field systems. In
addition, anomalies thought to be associated with the culvert
have also been noted. The data set is extremely complex, and
it has to be remembered that geophysics cannot date features
and it is possible that some apparently associated anomalies
are not contemporary and the data is detecting a palimpsest
of potential archaeological remains. In addition rabbit activity
in the area may be creating spurious anomalies.
NG 278 056 Coroghon Township The British Fisheries
map of Canna Harbour of 1788 shows nine houses above

Coroghon Bay in a valley called Lag a’ Bhaile (the dell of the
township) in the E of the island. The township is also shown
in a sketch, probably drawn from memory by Lt Peirce in
1787. However, by the time of the Clanranald map of 1805
there is no sign of the township. It was decided in consultation
with the National Trust for Scotland to undertake a limited
survey of the field.
Unfortunately the resistance survey failed to identify any
anomalies of archaeological significance. Time permitted
only limited survey in this area and it is possible the survey
did not cover the area of the former township. The survey was
positioned based on the 1787 sketch and it is possible, based
on British Fisheries map that the survey block was too far
to the E. However, it is also possible that no buried remains
associated with the township survive either due to the nature
of construction within the township, or because subsequent
intensive ploughing has destroyed any ephemeral deposits.
It is also feasible that any potential surviving remains are
buried under colluvium beyond the depth resolution of the
technique.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland
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Snizort
Dun Suladale, Snizort
Laser scan survey
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 374 525 A laser scan survey of the broch of Dun
Suladale was undertaken, 20–21 July 2015, for conservation
management purposes. The survey was undertaken using
a Trimble FX laser scanner, and a detailed descriptive
report and photographic record compiled.
The well preserved broch is located in the centre of a flat
topped rocky outcrop 2.7km inland from the head of Loch
Snizort in the NW of the Isle of Skye. The site commands
open views especially to the N over Loch Snizort to Lewis
and Harris beyond. Southwards the ridge of the Cuillin
Hills can be seen in the distance.
The broch occupies the centre of the plateau on which it
sits and is surrounded by an enclosing wall, now reduced
to a low grass covered stony bank, that follows the top
of the rocky outcrop closely. The entrance through the
enclosure wall lies to the NW, in line with the entrance to
the broch itself.
The exterior broch wall stand up to 2.4m high and where
not obscured by large deposits of fallen rubble the facings
of the walls can be seen to be of large quarried blocks laid
in rough courses with the gaps between the large blocks
filled with small pinning stones, with an appreciable batter
on the outer wall face.
The interior face of the broch wall is constructed in much
the same manner as the outer face with large quarried
blocks with small pinning stones laid in rough courses,
although there is no appreciable batter to the wall. No
scarcement ledge can be identified; however this feature
may be obscured by the large amounts of rubble present
within the interior.
The broch wall is punctuated by a number of intramural features. The entrance to the broch is on the
NW of the wall circuit, this is now choked with rubble.
Four surviving lintels cap the entrance passage. No bar
holes or door checks can be seen within the entrance
passage.
Immediately S of and originally accessed through the
right hand wall of the entrance passage is a guard cell.
The guard cell comprises an oval chamber, accessed
from the broch entrance passage. In the SW of the broch
wall is a sub-rectangular cell. Almost directly opposite
the broch entrance passage way is the entrance to a now
rubble-filled passage. The interior of this cell is a curving
space containing a flight of intra-mural steps, leading to
the upper level of the broch. In the WNW of the broch is
an oval chamber, the entrance to which is not clear and
is choked with rubble. On top of the surviving wall, to
the N of the entrance passage and at a higher level than
the lintels is the curved N end of an oval cell or long
gallery.
The interior of the broch is filled with rubble, originating
from the collapse of the walls. Within this rubble two
short stretches of wall face can be made out in the N and
SW of the broch interior. These wall faces are probably
the remains of secondary buildings constructed within the
interior of the broch.
Around the base of the rocky knoll on which the broch
sits lies the remains of a settlement (NG35SE 16) that
consists of small sub-rectangular and sub-oval structures.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland
116

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

Rigg, Skye
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 5172 5636 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out in May 2015 at Rigg in advance of a proposed
small scale hydro-electric scheme. A total of 14 new sites
were recorded relating to post-medieval settlement including
farmsteads, enclosures, boundary dykes, access tracks and
areas of rig and furrow cultivation. The sites probably formed
a part of the major settlement at Rigg, which is located to the
SE of the Rigg Burn and which was probably founded in the
16th or 17th century. By 1875, only one roofed building was
shown in the settlement, the remaining buildings cleared to
make way for sheep.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Proterra Energy, Drumnadrochit

Thurso
Geiselittle, near Thurso
Excavation
Peta Glew – Northlight Heritage
ND 11960 64990 An excavation was undertaken, 15 June
– 8 July 2015, in advance of the construction of a new
electrical substation and associated infrastructure. The
work focused on the site of a potential prehistoric cairn
noted during previous evaluation work. No archaeological
structures or features were found, although a small
assemblage of flints was recovered from the topsoil over a
large portion of the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Balfour Beatty Regional Civil Engineering Ltd

St Peter’s Old Kirk, Thurso
Standing building recording and sampling
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
ND 12040 68610 (Canmore ID: 8428) This work was
undertaken as a case study during PhD research. Each
construction phase of St Peter’s Church was characterised on
site in terms of masonry style and mortar-making technique,
and these interpretations were supported by laboratory
based analysis of loose mortar and environmental samples.
The extent of each phase, and any direct and/or indirect
stratigraphic relationships between mortared masonry
phases were then recorded, and the results broadly support
the interpretation of the building previously suggested by
Slade and Watson on the basis of architectural analysis.
However, a number of additional and significant details
have also emerged including the identification of much
more primary masonry within the nave and evidence for the
primary W window, and N (side-altar) window. Moreover,
mortar analysis indicates that the lower section of the tower
is also primary, as is the access between tower and upper
chancel. Remarkably, this primary church was constructed
with a three-storey chancel, the highest floor of which could
be accessed from the nave. This three-storey chancel is a
unique survival in the wider region.
The upstanding masonry at St Peter’s displays a rich
multiphase masonry archaeology, and many contrasting
shell-lime or limestone-lime mortared phases are evident.
The mortar and masonry techniques displayed in the primary
fabric of St Peter’s are particularly distinctive and contrast
with almost all other buildings from this period surviving
in the wider region. This indicates particular material and
technical resources, which give further clues as to the
builders’ identity. Importantly the stratigraphy suggests the
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remains of the chancel wall paintings are not medieval, but
are rare early modern post-Reformation images.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Edinburgh University

Urquhart and Glenmoriston
Garbeg, Drumnadrochit
Excavation
Gordon Noble and Oskar Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NH 5080 3260 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Shetland targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
At Garbeg, Drumnadrochit, a series of sub-rectangular
structures survive a short distance from the Garbeg
Pictish cemetery. These structures are scheduled. An
evaluation was carried out, 12–26 September 2015, at the
settlement to obtain dating evidence for the structures and
evidence for the nature of their use. Three structures were
targeted – two sub-rectangular and one more oval in plan.
Geophysical survey was conducted in advance to target
areas for excavation.
Structure 1 is a subrectangular structure, c15m in length,
aligned roughly SE/NW with entrance towards the SE. A 5
x 6m trench was opened and excavated, targeting a possible
hearth or other anomaly located during the geophysical
survey in the NW end of the building. Internally, three
possible floor layers were sampled. The two later floors
did not preserve any internal features except a number of
possible post-pads aligned along the central long axis of the
structure. The primary floor layer in contrast preserved three
postholes along the central axis and one posthole was also
identified within the wall. The wall of the structure consisted
of turf, soil and stone.
Structure 2 is also a sub-rectangular structure, roughly
aligned E/W with a W facing entrance. This structure is
almost 20m in length. In this structure a 5 x 5m trench was
opened and excavated, targeting a central anomaly identified
in the geophysical survey. The structure had possibly four
occupation layers. The three upper floor layers had no
internal features except possible post-pads aligned again
along the central long axis and a number also closer to the
exterior wall. The primary floor layer preserved postholes
along the central long axis and another set of postholes along
the walls. The walls themselves had stones in the core which
provided the foundation for a turf wall.

Excavation under way – Garbeg structure 3

Structure 3 is an oval building, roughly aligned E/W
with a W facing entrance. A 3 x 6m trench was opened
and excavated, again targeting a central anomaly. Only two
occupational deposits were identified inside the building.
The upper occupation layer had no internal features except
a post-pad in the centre. Underneath this layer was another
occupation layer which had a posthole next to the wall, a
shallow drainage ditch midway between wall and the centre
of the structure and potential hearth area in the centre. The
walls were made of stone and soil. The outside face of the
wall appears to have been consolidated with turf and the
inside face with clay.
Samples from all three buildings were retrieved for dating
and analysis of the structures and floor layers.

Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
association with the Tarbat Discovery Centre.

River Coiltie
Walkover survey
Lachlan Mckeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 47751 27472 A walkover survey was undertaken, 4–12
June 2015, along the route of a proposed new run of river
hydro-electric scheme near Drumnadrochit. Eleven features
were noted during the survey, in particular a set of buildings
visible on the 1st Edition OS map, now reduced to damaged
footings, and a sheepfold shown on modern maps.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland

Building footings (Copyright HAS 2015)

Urquhart and Logie Wester
Mulchaich
Excavation and consolidation
Meryl Marshall – North of Scotland Archaeological Society
(NOSAS)
NH 57630 56880 (Canmore ID: 312502) In October 2012
NOSAS set about preparing the W settlement at Mulchaich,
which is thought to be a distillery, for presentation to the
public under Archaeology Scotland’s Adopt-a-Monument
Scheme. The project also included the adjacent chambered
cairn and the plan involved:
• fencing the area to provide a small enclosure in which
sheep could graze and thereby protecting the archaeological
features
• undertaking an excavation of the kiln with the aim of
showing its features off so that the drying process could be
explained
• producing explanatory leaflets.
The excavation of the kiln was completed, 1 August – 27
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Mulchaich – The kiln viewed from the N, post excavation, the pit is in the foreground
September 2013. The material within the kiln bowl was
removed, the features of the kiln were identified and the
structure was consolidated and made safe. There was no
removal of structural material and the usual high standard of
excavation and recording was followed throughout with, on
conclusion, the production of a report.
The kiln bowl was nicely preserved and much like the
many kiln bowls found at townships in the Highlands. But
the flue was unusual; it was substantially built and much
wider than the normal corn-drying kiln. In addition the
hearth was inside the flue and much nearer to the kiln bowl
itself. The other unusual and interesting feature was a pit
in front of the entrance. Options to investigate this feature
were constrained by the trench edges; it measured c1.2m
in diameter at the surface and when half sectioned it was
650mm deep with steep sides. Resting on the bottom of the
pit was an iron object, 500mm long and with 3 links; it was
buckled and corroded but apparently a suspension device of
some kind.

at least twice. The fields nearest Tarradale House have now
been walked twice and in 2015 the project concentrated on
fieldwalking further W around Gilchrist Church, the old parish
church of the former parish of Tarradale (now a mausoleum).
Increased presence of medieval pottery was identified in the
fields close to the church along with a specific concentration
of medieval pottery suggestive of a homestead site. A silver
sixpence of Queen Elizabeth I (dated 1581) was found near
Gilchrist Church.

Archive: NOSAS. Report: Highland HER and National Record of
the Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Website: nosas.co.uk

Urray
Tarradale
Fieldwalking, analysis and excavation
Eric Grant – NOSAS
NH 53 48, NH 53 49, NH 54 48, NH 54 49, NH 55 48, NH
55 49 Fieldwalking continued from January to March 2015
in the period between ploughing and sowing. The aim is to
walk every ploughed field within the Tarradale study area
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Stone axe probably from Creag na Caillich axe factory, near Killin
The usual range of lithics was found throughout the wider
study area, including artefacts identifiable as Mesolithic, as
well as Neolithic and Bronze Age projectile points, blades and
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scrapers. Two barbed and tanged flint arrowheads were found
as well as a broken leaf shaped arrowhead. A small piece of
Rum bloodstone debitage was found but the most significant
lithic find of the fieldwalking season was the major part of
a polished green-stone axe, probably from Creag na Caillich,
Killin. All lithic finds are plotted by GPS and a distinct pattern
of concentration of Mesolithic type lithics has been identified
immediately inland of a post-glacial abandoned shoreline
which is present today as a degraded sandy cliff. A number
of shell middens has been identified above and below this
former shoreline and fieldwalking identified an additional
shell midden site near Bellevue Farm.
In addition to fieldwalking, NOSAS members also sorted
and identified medieval and post-medieval pottery, slag,
nails and other metals found by fieldwalking This indoor
activity is helping to create an understanding of the source
of the medieval and post-medieval pottery and other found
artefacts which can be used for further analysis as well as a
reference collection. Controlled metal detecting also yielded
a considerable number of mainly post-medieval artefacts
including 17th-century Scottish coins (ie Turners) as well as
shoe buckles, pieces of horse harness, musket balls and other
commonplace metal detecting finds. A 13th-century silver
penny was found, making a total of six silver pennies found
in the area around the inferred site of Tarradale Castle.
The most significant activity of the season was a small
excavation on the site of one of the shell middens close to
Tarradale House. This was unexpectedly discovered during
coring in a small area of the presumed site of Tarradale Castle.
The coring had been undertaken to assess the archaeological
potential of a small area of land which is not currently
ploughed. No trace of the medieval castle was found in the
area tested (apart from one piece of medieval pottery) but a
test pit revealed a clear layer of shells below an older plough
soil. The test pit was extended into a trench, and this showed
that the shell midden covered at least 10m² and probably
considerably more. This small excavation, in October 2015,
showed that the shell midden lay directly on a former raised
beach largely made up of cobbles, pebbles and gravel which
probably represented materials sorted by marine action from
the fluvio-glacial sands and gravels that underlie the whole
area of raised estuarine beaches.
In addition to a wide range of molluscs similar to that
found in the shell midden investigated four years ago, the
current shell midden also yielded a number of pieces of
animal bone including two dog teeth as well as an antler tine
and small deposits of charcoal and what may be carbonised
seeds. The upper levels of the midden had been disturbed
by the creation of rig and furrow, of indeterminate date,
and the upper horizon of the midden reflected the wavelike
pattern of rigs. Where the furrows had been created, the
surviving shell midden was thinner and there was evidence
of the furrows having initially been hand dug, with spits of
midden material mixed with soil thrown up on top of the
surviving rigs. The rig and furrow is just apparent on the
current ground surface and has probably survived as this
area is too small for ploughing with modern machinery and
has been left fallow.
The main area of the midden appears to be at a height of
c9m OD (the midden excavated four years ago was at a height
of over 20m OD) and it is not known how the current midden
may chronologically relate to the previously investigated
midden and other middens in the study area. The southern
extent of the midden had clearly been destroyed where
modern ploughing had truncated the site. One piece of flint
with use wear on two edges was found in the midden, but in
the field immediately to the S of the midden a considerable

number of lithics and bone fragments have been found
during fieldwalking, and they are now considered to have
come from near or at least been associated with the recently
excavated midden. At the time of writing, post excavation
analysis of the finds had just commenced.
Archive: Tarradale House (currently), Highland HER and National
Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: NOSAS (In kind plus some post excavation costs)

Tarradale
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NH 54 49 A fine, complete Early Bronze Age axehead of
Migdale type was found during metal detecting.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 028/15), allocated to Inverness
Museum and Art Gallery

Early Bronze Age flat axehead found near Tarradale (Crown copyright)
Windhill, Muir of Ord
Evaluation and excavation
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 52993 48424 (centred on) An evaluation and excavation
were carried out, April – May 2015, on a greenfield site S of
‘The Cairns’, Great North Road, Muir of Ord (an area known
as Windhill). The site, set on a terrace above the River
Beauly, forms part of a prehistoric landscape which includes
standing stones, cairns and cists. Prior to the recent work,
none of the archaeology had been uncovered, although
aerial surveys of the site and the surrounding landscape
had identified cropmarks in the area. Two of the fields were
evaluated, including the location of two cropmarks, revealing
substantial prehistoric remains potentially from multiple time
periods. A programme of excavation immediately followed
the evaluation.

Excavation of the double pit alignment in progress, Windhill
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The N field contained impressive parallel rows of large
postholes, one of which may have contained a standing
stone. There was also extensive evidence for widespread
vegetation burning and small clusters of archaeological
features, including pits and shallow ditches. In the NW corner
of the development area, the remains of a large ditch-defined
enclosure were found to have been bisected by the railway
line that borders the western boundary. The middle field
contained a single pit alignment running ENE/WSW across
the east centre of the development site. The pits appear to
have been postholes. The remains of a linear ditch and bank
ran NW/SE across the development.

Archive: AOC (currently) and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Ian Elliott Ltd

Watten
Cogle Moss, Watten
Walkover survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
ND 2756 5621 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken, 18 March 2015, at Cogle Moss, NE of Watten,
in advance of the construction of a wind farm. Four new
archaeological sites were recorded, including a possible
shieling, a possible structure, a quarry and a dyke. The
abandoned post-medieval farmstead at Heatherdeep was also
surveyed. The buildings at Heatherdeep, though ruinous, are
fine examples of vernacular architecture.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Muirden Energy

Watten Free Church
Field visit
Stuart Farrell
ND 24070 54471 Watten Free Church sits on the main road
of the village of Watten. Shown on the 1st edition OS map
(Caithness sheet XVIII.6 of 1877), it currently looks to be in
a poor state of repair. The front windows have coloured glass
and it has cast-iron guttering and roof vents. The church was
visited on 21 September 2015.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended

Watten Free Church

Wick
Burn of Swartigill, Thrumster
Excavation
Martin Carruthers – Archaeology Institute, UHI
ND 3210 4573 A fairly small-scale exploratory excavation
took place at the Burn of Swartigill, 16–20 September 2015.
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The work was undertaken in collaboration with the Yarrows
Heritage Trust and with good attendance from volunteers
from the local community.
The aims were modest and linked to scoping out the site
for a potential, more expansive, future piece of work. One
of the project objectives was to ‘ground-truth’ a geophysical
survey undertaken in an earlier episode of work by ORCA.
This survey had potentially pointed to the presence of a
substantial rectangular building form, perhaps a post-broch
Iron Age period ‘Wag’ a form of building well known in
Caithness and Sutherland.
A second aim was to try to establish something of the
character of archaeological remains that had been discovered
eroding out from the side of the Burn of Swartigill and recorded
and reported in 2012 by Yarows Heritage Trust. These remains
had included probable masonry and an interesting, possibly
two-phased, assemblage of Iron Age ceramics.
A small excavation trench (c3.5 x 3.0m) was placed to
incorporate part of the erosion front, a more extensive area
behind and a long narrow extension c3m running southwards.
While a series of small trial trenches (1 x 1m, 1 x 1m and 2
x 1m respectively) were opened to give keyhole views into
some of the other geophysical anomalies picked up in the
survey. Substantial alluvial deposits from the floodplain of
the burn were found to shroud archaeological remains to the
S of the burn frontage itself, but there was a substantial mass
of stone work, rubble and well preserved archaeological
features lying beneath this alluvium. This was traceable as a
fairly unprepossessing low rise in the modern ground surface.
It can be tentatively suggested that the orientation of linear
wall lines revealed in the main trench indicate a match to
the rectilinear anomaly apparent in the geophysics, and these
may reflect a long building orientated with its long axis at
right angles to the stream. A pronounced gully or channel
was identified running through the mass of rubble in one
area. A section through the gully located a large subterranean
stone-lined feature, probably a drain. The drain implies some
element of water management, possibly beyond that required
in a normal domestic space, and it could be connected to
a range of possible different activities. Samples taken from
the drain will hopefully yield well preserved environmental
evidence and may even have implications for the role of the
site and its proximity to the Burn of Swartigill.
Near to the burn it was possible to link the previously
evaluated archaeological remains present in the erosion front
with those in the main trench and in several of the small test
trenches, and to establish that certain previously recorded
massive blocks of stone and other features were indeed
parts of wall lines and wall faces seen more clearly in the
main trench. A significant assemblage of diagnostic ceramic
sherds including well made, decorated Iron Age pottery, was
recovered from contexts both abutting, and overlying, the
wall lines, and much of this ceramic material is identical to
sherds recovered in the earlier stage of work. A quern rubber
came from the rubble mass and a hammer stone from the
fill of the drain feature. Slightly more surprising, given the
relatively modest scope and scale of the excavations but no
less welcome, was the discovery of a copper alloy artefact.
In appearance this was a small abraded triangular fragment
abraded smooth but nevertheless preserving indications of
a deeply set ‘cell’ perhaps for an enamel inlay. This would
appear to have been a relatively valuable item from something
like a brooch or a decorative fitting.
One of the test trenches that had been set-out to explore
a curvilinear anomaly on the geophysics encountered a
probable stone dyke that may date to the post-medieval
period.

H I G H L A N D/M I D LOT H I A N

Archive: Local Museums Services (intended)
Funder: Caithness and North Sutherland Fund and Yarrows
Heritage Trust

Castle of Old Wick
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
ND 3692 4883 A watching brief was carried out on 17 March
2015 during the excavation of a small trench to allow the
installation of a stone plinth featuring a sign warning of the
sudden drop immediately to the SE.
Below layers of recently imported levelling material, a
compact surface was revealed at a depth of 160mm. It was left
undisturbed and not investigated further, but may well have
been contemporaneous with the nearby 12th-century keep.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Loch of Yarrows
Geophysical survey
Nick Card and Thomas Desalle – Orkney Research Centre for
Archaeology
ND 310 441 A fluxgate gradiometer survey and an earth
resistance survey were undertaken, 19–20 May 2015, on land
to the N of the Loch of Yarrows. The survey aimed to locate
any potential archaeology to assist in the selection of an area
for an archaeological festival event.
The magnetometry and earth resistance survey focused
on the peninsula area identified natural features associated
with the shallow bedrock, but no features of archaeological
significance. The magnetometry survey to the N of the
peninsula located a former boat house and a quarry, both
of post-medieval date. To the W of the initial survey area,
a magnetometry survey highlighted an area of interest,
possibly associated with archaeological deposits; however, a
modern origin could not be ruled out.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and ORCA
Funder: Cardiff University

Wick Nuclear Archive
Watching brief
Lindsey Stirling – Highland Archaeology Services

the site was once the location of RAF married quarters but
that no upstanding features were visible.
A total of 40 features were recorded during the watching
brief, including the concrete footings of at least 12 buildings,
a number of possible air raid shelters and the remains of
walls, paths, roads and drains associated with the married
quarters. The individual buildings, which were of wooden
construction, could mostly be matched to buildings on
plans of the RAF airfield from the 1940s and 1950s. It was
interesting to note that those buildings marked on the maps
as unfinished were indistinguishable in the archaeological
record from those that had been completed.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Wardell Armstrong

MIDLOTHIAN
Borthwick
Borthwick Castle
Watching brief
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3699 5973 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 June
2014 – 5 June 2015, during ground-breaking work associated
with a programme of drainage improvement around the
castle. The first stage of the work involved the digging of a
2m wide by c1.7m deep trench around the castle. This trench
exposed the castles foundations and the outlets of refuse
chutes and culverts leaving the castle. A buried topsoil was
recorded below the modern surface which contained various
artefacts of probable medieval origin, including ceramic
pottery fragments, pipe stems and animal bone.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Borthwick Castle, Gorebridge

Newbyres Hall, Gorebridge
Standing building recording
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 34484 61511 A basic photographic record was produced,
10 June – 26 July 2015, of the interior and exterior of
Newbyres Hall as it was converted into a nursery. The
exterior extensions, which had been added after the buildings
initial construction, were removed under supervision and
the elevations recorded. The history of the structure show
it began life as a Free Church in 1858, before being turned
into a village hall in 1882 and then altered again in the 1970s
when it became a masonic lodge hall. Windows have been
reopened where possible and the rear elevation will have an
extension rebuilt on the footprint of the 1880s extension.
Archive: East Lothian Council Archaeology Service (ELCAS) and
National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Newbyres Nursery

Cockpen/Dalkeith/Newbattle/Inveresk

Footings of one of the married quarters buildings from RAF Wick
(Copyright HAS)
ND 3677 5196 A watching brief was carried out, 15–27 July
2015, at the site of a new nuclear archive being built to
the E of Wick Airfield. A prior desk-based assessment and
walkover survey, by Wardell Armstrong, had indicated that

Borders Railway Project
Standing building recording and watching brief
Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 33220 64027 (building survey) NT 32365 66700, NT 32363
66369, NT 32383 66359, NT 33191 64311 and NT 32114 71193
(targeted watching briefs). A programme of archaeological
works was required, October 2012 – September 2014, during
the construction phase of the Borders Rail Link.
A basic standing building survey was carried out on
a derelict garage at the rear of 19–21 Murderdean Road,
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Newtongrange. The detached rectangular brick built garage
was located behind a row of former managers’ houses
associated with the 19th-century Dean Oil Works. The 1913
OS map shows the garage attached to a collection of other
buildings close to the North British Railway line. The core
block of the garage was left standing and later modified with
the addition of two lean-to buildings on each gable. One was
a small toilet block and the other was a two unit workshop.
Several phases of blocking work and insertion had occurred
along with the addition of a mezzanine floor suspended on
reused railway lines. The roof trusses consisted of angle-iron
with wrought-iron tie rods, which are very typical of late
19th-century industrial buildings.
Watching briefs took place in a variety of locations:
At the former Eskbank and Dalkeith Railway Station (NT
32365 66700) during machine stripping of the track bed
down to the works formation depth. No features or deposits
of archaeological significance were identified.
At the former Hardengreen Junction Goods Station and
Hardengreen Junction Signal Box (NT 32363 66369 and NT
32383 66359). The watching brief was maintained during
machine stripping of the track bed down to the works
formation depth. No features or deposits of archaeological
significance were identified.
At the former Newtongrange Railway Station (NT 33191
64311). Sections of the platform on both sides of the track
survived largely complete to the original track level, though
the station itself had been largely demolished. Some brick
work, probably relating to the station buildings, survived
in situ up to five courses high. The building remains were
covered and preserved in situ.
At the Whitehall Mains Marshall Yard (NT 32114 71193)
during mine remediation works. Here groundworks
consisted of de-turfing the proposed route of the rail track
and creating a grouting platform of terram and Type 1 gravel.
No archaeological features or deposits were identified.

several distinct layers of hard-packed flooring deposits. No
clear dating material was recovered. The damage to the floor
was probably limited by the hard, stone-filled surfaces and
the purpose of the digging remains unclear.

Cranston

Lasswade

Edgehead Farm
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 37215 65295 An evaluation was carried out in 2015 prior
to a proposed housing development at Edgehead Farm. A
total of 5% of the 1ha area was investigated via four trial
trenches. A total of 1.1m of made ground was found in
Trenches 1, 2 and 3, with evidence of modern agriculture
recorded in the B-horizon in Trench 3. Two fragments of clay
pipe were found in Trench 4, though these are of are low
archaeological significance.

Rosewell Mains Steading, Gorton Loan
Standing building recording
Robert McMorran – Neo Environmental
NT 28877 62571 A Level 1 historic building survey, including
production of a photographic record, was carried out on
13 December 2014 of Rosewell Mains Steading prior to
development of the site.

Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: BAM Nuttal

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Richmond Homes (Scotland) Ltd

Crichton
Crichton Castle
Evaluation
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 3800 6116 An assessment was carried out on 14 July 2015
to investigate the extent of damage caused by digging in a
ground floor vault beneath the kitchen at the NW corner of
Crichton Castle. There were two discrete areas of damage,
seemingly carried out with hand tools and which cut through
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Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Fala and Soutra
Soutra
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 45 58 A Roman copper-alloy handle was found during
metal detecting near Soutra. It is cylindrical with concave
sides and a flared concave top with central boss. Traces of
the iron object to which it was attached still survive. It is
probably a mount from a vehicle or item of furniture such as
a chest; most likely a casual loss from traffic on the nearby
Roman road.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 90/15), allocated to National
Museums Scotland (X.FT 154)

Glencorse
University of Edinburgh, Easter Bush Campus, Bush
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2542 6396 Two evaluations were undertaken, in April
2015, on the campus prior to proposed development work.
A total of 11 trenches, covering 924m2, were excavated at the
proposed Energy Centre. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded. A total of 28 trenches, covering
2520m2, were excavated at the Main Site. A single linear
ditch feature of probable agricultural origin was recorded in
this area.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: University of Edinburgh

Archive: Neo Environmental
Funder: Rosewell Development Trust Community Company Ltd

Roslin Primary School
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26882 63142 An evaluation was undertaken, 7–9 July 2015,
in advance of a new development at Roslin Primary School.
The work consisted of trial trenching across 5% of the area,
currently the school playing fields. Due to the depth of soils
found within the evaluation area the number of trenches was
reduced. From the two trenches excavated, a medieval soil
horizon was encountered that appears to be bounded by a
linear ditch along the SW edge of the development area. One
small pit was also encountered within Trench 1.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: AHR Architects

M I D L O T H I A N / M O R AY
Roslin Primary School
Excavation
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26882 63142 An excavation was undertaken, on
9 November 2015, in advance of a new development at Roslin
Primary School. The excavation covered the area of the
proposed building footprint, c3000m2, located on the school
playing fields. The excavation revealed a probable prehistoric
palisade ditch, and 20 related pit features. The vast majority
of the pits were outside the palisade and were covered by a
possible medieval plough soil. Several of the pits contained
charcoal, with six of the features also containing prehistoric
pottery and probable stone tools.
The presence of these features indicates that the school
playing fields were the probable site of a former prehistoric
settlement. Along with the known fort and cist to the S of the
excavation area, this information adds to our knowledge of
prehistoric life in Roslin.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: AHR Architects

Newbattle
The Beeches, Newtongrange, Dalkeith
Watching brief
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 33296 65291 A watching brief was carried out, 2–4
September 2015, during ground-breaking work associated
with the installation of a new gas governor at The Beeches/
Newbattle Road. The area was considered of interest due to
its location within the Historic Scotland Inventory of Gardens
and Designed Landscapes of Newbattle Abbey, and the
Newbattle Abbey Conservation Area.
The excavation of a c900m2 area recorded a topsoil
overlying a natural subsoil of mid orange-brown grey silty
clay. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Fabricon

Penicuik
Penicuik House
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins and Donald Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological
Field Society
NT 21760 59177 A ground resistance survey was carried out,
on 30 November 2014, over six full and partial 20 x 20m
grids in the area between the E wall of Penicuik House and
the Lime Avenue. The area was very wet and the survey
revealed a large area of low resistance with a probable
service trench issuing from the NE corner of the house in an
SE direction for 17.5m and then turning to run to the NE for
c80m. A diffuse S/N band of higher resistance showing on
the E edge of the survey area was probably geology or drier
ground. In addition, there was some anecdotal evidence
from passers-by that part of the survey area had formerly
been the site of a tennis court. We can conclude that the
present building probably overlay any traces of the earlier
Newbiggin House. Traces of masonry relating to a roof line
in the E wall of the main house may represent evidence of
a small pavilion.
Archive: East Lothian Council Archaeology Service (ELCAS) and
National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Penicuik House Preservation Trust, Penicuik Estate, and
Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

MORAY
Aberlour
Daugh of Allachie, Aberlour
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 2799 4194 A walkover survey was undertaken, February
– March 2015, in advance of woodland planting. Following
the clearance of dense areas of gorse, 35 new archaeological
sites were recorded, most of which relate to a prehistoric field
system centred on a large hut circle. While the location of
the hut circle had been previously recorded and was clearly
visible on aerial imagery, the extent and exact location of
the associated field system had only been vaguely recorded.
It is clear that dense vegetation had caused difficulty to
previous surveyors, as it did during the present survey. The
associated sites, most of which were in a very degraded
condition, consisted of partially buried clearance cairns,
boundary dykes, and a circular platform that may be the site
of a second hut circle.
Other sites surveyed include the remains of a stone building
(possible shieling), pits of unknown use and sections of
boundary dyke that enclosed the 19th-century woodland. A
small building and lime kiln identified on OS mapping near
the southern survey boundary were not located during this
survey.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Bowlts Chartered Surveyors

Birnie
Rashcrookside, Rashcrook, Birnie
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 21973 57063 and NJ 21880 56997 A watching brief was
conducted on 23 February 2015 for two new houses, garages
and associated services to the E of Foths Wood, which lies
to the SE of cropmarks including a circle of large pits and
a possible enclosure. The work recorded no archaeological
features or deposits.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: Moray SMR and NRHE
Funder: Strathdee Properties Ltd

Cabrach
Reekimlane, Cabrach
Assessment and excavation
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NJ 35937 25368 An assessment was carried out, 17 July – 19
November 2013, of a large kiln structure at Reekimlane. The
area, and this site in particular, are historically associated
with the production of whisky and illicit distilling.
Marc Ellington and Andrew Wright produced a
comprehensive and detailed report on the history and
structural development of Cabrach, identifying the kiln as
an anomalous structure requiring further investigation. An
initial assessment and detailed recording of the kiln was
followed by a detailed topographic survey, to put the kiln in
its wider context, and a trial excavation of the interior of the
kiln. Although the physical evidence of the kiln tended to
suggest a use for lime burning, it was hoped the excavation
would reveal burnt or charred grain to confirm the use of the
structure for corn drying.
In the event, excavation of the kiln structure proved to be
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Reekimlane kiln structure interior (see page 123)
too problematic due to the presence of a large tree stump and
associated roots within the interior of the kiln. The presence
of the stump limited excavation to a small section along the
northern edge of the kiln. The root system of the tree and the
constrictive nature of the excavation meant that this had to
be halted after c0.9m. Some 19th-century ceramics and glass
were recovered from within and below the main tree stump,
but no evidence was recovered to indicate that the kiln had
been used to produce whisky.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service and
National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Marc Ellington

Drainie
Covesea Caves Project
Excavation
Lindsey Büster and Ian Armit – University of Bradford
NJ 1739 7058 An excavation was undertaken (as part of the
Covesea Caves Project) over two weeks in September 2015,
following a successful field season in May 2014 (DES 2014,
135). Excavation was undertaken in order to a) investigate
a larger area of the in situ deposits within the cave in
order to identify and characterise the nature and extent of
anthropogenic activity; and b) increase the sample of human
remains recovered to better understand the character, range
and mode of Late Bronze Age mortuary activity revealed in
2014.
Trenches 1 and 2 (first opened in 2014) were reopened
(Trench 1 representing the partially backfilled trench
apparently dug by a Mr G L Darge in the late 1960s (DES
2014, 134-5) and a further trench (Trench 4, measuring c2
x 7m) laid out between Trench 3 (opened in 2014 but not
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reopened in 2015) and Trench 1.
In situ deposits in Trench 1 (4m by 4.6m), were preserved
below a decayed sandstone layer exposed in 2014. In 2015,
this sandstone layer, and associated deposits, were excavated
and found to contain human and animal bone, worked flint,
and fragments of preserved wood. An AMS date on one
fragment indicates a Neolithic date for the wood. Finds from
Trench 1 included a flint blade, a sherd of Early Bronze Age
incised pottery, and human bones.
In Trench 2, a complex deposit (visible in Darge’s Trench
1 section) comprising compact sand, fire-cracked stone and
preserved turves, yielded metalworking evidence in the form
of crucible fragments, pieces of slag, a plano-convex furnace
bottom and several fragments of iron. Below this material
was a darker, ashier deposit which contained a dense
concentration of human bone. AMS dates obtained in 2015
indicate that these human remains are Late Bronze Age in
date (DES 2014, 135).
Trench 4 (2 x 7m) was opened in order to assess the extent
of the in situ deposits excavated in the N of Trench 1 in 2014,
and to establish the relationship between these deposits
and the rockfall in the central part of the cave (Trench 3).
Two parallel arcs of stakeholes were recorded, together with
human bone, suggesting that Late Bronze activity is also
preserved in this area.
Sieving of the spoil heap left by Mr G L Darge yielded a
variety of finds including Early Bronze Age incised pottery
sherds, crucible fragments, and a well-preserved Neolithic
leaf-shaped flint arrowhead.
Archive: University of Bradford (currently) and National Record
of the Historic Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland and Aberdeenshire
Council

M O R AY
Kinneddar (Northern Picts Project)
Geophysical survey
Gordon Noble and Oskar Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NJ 2230 6960 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Shetland targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
During the medieval period Kinneddar was one of the
seats of the Bishop’s of Moray. Earlier origins to the site
are suggested by an extensive collection of early medieval
sculpture from the site. This includes cross-slabs, shrine
fragments and at least one Pictish stone. The most likely
context of this sculpture is an early monastery. Two surveys
were conducted, 28–30 May and 9–11 November 2015, with
the aim of identifying any features, such as a monastic vallum
around the modern cemetery of Kinneddar. The survey was
conducted in the fields to the S and W of the Kinneddar
Cemetery and in the scheduled area that covers the supposed
site of the Bishop’s Palace to the north.

more complex or multivallate on the W in the area just
outside the Glebe field. An extensive area of rig and furrow
appears to respect the vallum on the west.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
association with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Duffus
Bruntlands Farm
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NJ 12783 64527 A photographic and measured building
survey was undertaken, on 30 April 2015, of a building (a
former cart-shed and bothy) at Bruntlands Farm (NMRS
NJ16SW 93) prior to its demolition. The building dates from
the late 19th century and has been heavily altered with few
surviving features.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CM Design Architects for Mr and Mrs Purser

Burghead Fort (Northern Picts Project)
Excavation
Gordon Noble and Oskar Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NJ 1090 6914 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Shetland targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
From the 6–10 July 2015 a number of test trenches were
excavated in the gardens belonging to the Coastguard houses
of Burghead Fort – the largest Pictish fort known. The trenches
aimed to evaluate the survival of intact deposits within the
upper citadel of the fort, which was seriously compromised
by the construction of the 19th-century town of Burghead.
The majority of trenches revealed only 19th-century finds
overlying natural sand deposits within the upper fort. One
trench (2 x 4m) in the eastern part of the Coastguard station
gardens did however reveal the remains of a timber structure
with floor/midden layers overlying. Within these layers
fragments of a large rotary quern were recovered. The floor/
midden layers were partially removed in a 1m wide slot
revealing a series of postholes below. Charcoal of Scots pine
was recovered from the posthole and dated to 430-650 cal
AD. A few metres to the N a 1 x 2m trench was excavated.
This identified an animal bone midden that extended to at
least 1m deep below 19th-century destruction and a layer of
paving. The animal bone mainly consisted of cattle bone and
within the midden a fragment of a 9th-century Anglo-Saxon
coin was recovered.
Results of geophysical and DGPS survey, Kinneddar
The area N of the cemetery revealed a diverse range of
anomalies which confirm the presence of the Bishop’s
Palace in this area. The anomalies hint at wall fragments and
extensive remains lying under the modern ploughsoil. To the
S and W of the cemetery the most obvious feature was a large
curvilinear anomaly that appears to represent the remains of
the monastic vallum. This ditch curves southwards from the
Glebe fields and heads SE before curving and extending into
unsurveyed fields to the east. The projected line of the ditch
would represent an enclosure c200m or more in diameter.
Further additional ditches, both within the possible vallum
and to the S, were also identified. The ditch appears to be

Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
association with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Clarklyhill, Burghead
Evaluation
Stuart Farrell
NJ 12474 68212 (centred on) An evaluation was conducted,
12–13 March 2015, in advance of the proposed establishment
of a burial ground, proposed chapel of rest and associated
parking. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report Moray SMR and NRHE (intended)
Funder: Ichthus Architects for Mr D Ralph
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Duffus Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 1887 6725 A watching brief was carried out, 21–23 October
2014, and maintained during the excavation of two test trenches
ahead of proposed pinning works to stabilise the eroding surface
of the earthwork motte. The majority of material removed was
imported soil from landscaping works carried out in the 1920s
and subsequent remedial work in 2001. There were no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Wester Buthill Farm, Roseisle
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 13050 65695 A watching brief was conducted in
February 2015 prior to the construction of a new house and
associated services on a slight south-facing slope. The area
was considered of interest due to its proximity to a number
of cropmarks (NJ16NW 81 and 82). No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report Moray SMR and NRHE (intended)
Funder: Strathdee Properties Ltd

Elgin
Lady Hill, Elgin
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 21078 62813 to NJ 21178 62806 A watching brief was
undertaken, 14 July – 23 August 2015, during work relating
to a new path on a steep south-facing slope on Lady Hill
(NJ26SW 7). Work revealed debris relating to the construction
of the Duke of Gordon Monument (NJ26SW 119) in the form
of sandstone fragments, mortar and sand.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report Moray SMR and NRHE (intended)
Funder: Ashley Bartlam Partnership Architects for Moray Council

Grange

Rafford
Blair’s Home Farm
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NJ 02811 55174 A photographic survey was undertaken of
Blair’s Home Farm (NJ05NW 284) on 19 December 2014
before its conversion to offices and accommodation. The
buildings are in an Italianate style and date from c1834,
though they were altered in the late-19th century, in 1902 and
again in 1921 due to a fire.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Idom Merebrook Engineers on behalf of Altyre Estate

Sueno’s Stone
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 0462 5950 A watching brief was undertaken on 15 July
2015 during the excavation of two trenches to house the
concrete foundations for a bench to the SW of Sueno’s Stone.
Nothing was disturbed other than modern landscaping.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

Templestone, Blervie, Forres
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 06810 57037 (centred on) A watching brief was conducted
on 14 September 2015 for a new house and associated
services at Templestone. The site is located on a slight westfacing slope SW of Blervie Castle (NJ05NE 3). No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report Moray SMR and NRHE (intended)
Funder: Mr C MacGillivray

Rothes
New Street, Rothes
Standing building recording
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd

Nethermills
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NJ 51 50 A fine, complete Early Bronze Age flat axehead of
Migdale type was found during metal detecting near Nethermills.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 29/15), allocated to Elgin Museum

41–43 New Street, Rothes

Early Bronze Age flat axehead found at Nethermills, near Keith
(Crown copyright)
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NJ 27756 49376 (Canmore ID: 253496) A standing building
survey was undertaken, on 28 July 2015, on a 19th-century
house at 41–43 New Street prior to its demolition to make a
car park. The building was L-shaped with the earliest part
along the New Street frontage and a later addition at right
angles along the adjoining side street. The earlier part was of

M O R AY / N O R T H AY R S H I R E

good rubble stone construction with well dressed sandstone
margins to windows and doors. A blocked doorway and large
original window on the frontage suggest that originally this
may have been two properties, one a shop. There is some
indication that it may originally have been a single-storey
building. The later addition was of mass concrete construction
and appears to be of late-19th-century date; it is shown on the
1902 OS map.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
Moray SMR. Report Moray SMR
Funder: Forsyths of Rothes

Spynie
Deanshaugh Mill
Survey and watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 22044 63463 A photographic and measured building
survey was undertaken, 29 June – 2 July 2015, of the remains
of Deanshaugh Mill (NJ26SW 535) prior to its conversion to
a house. The mill dates from 1787, was partly destroyed by
fire in 1847, and went out of use by the mid 1890s. The
building showed few features of interest and a watching
brief during excavation work only recorded a small section
of wall.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: CM Design Architects for Mr D Hewett

Haugh Road, Elgin
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 2109 6308 An evaluation was carried out on 10 December
2014, prior to redevelopment of amenity housing close to the
former location of the Elgin Blackfriars. Three trenches were
excavated but the site had been previously scarped and no
archaeological remains were recorded. Stonework, which had
been reused for planters included stones from 17th-century
Elgin arcading, was recorded and is to be reused in the new
development.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Hanover Housing

Quarrywood Cottages, Spynie
Watching brief
Hilary and Charlie Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 18130 64170 (Canmore ID: 16215) A watching brief
was undertaken, 5 December 2011 – 7 August 2015, on
groundwork to the rear of 1 Quarrywood Cottages in
advance of the construction of a new house. The area
proved to have been deeply disturbed by the use and
subsequent demolition of cottages shown on the 1868
and 1904 OS maps. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive and report: Moray SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs Miele

Urquhart
Wester Clockeasy Farm, Urquhart
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 29505 62729 A watching brief was undertaken in 2015
during ground-breaking work associated with the installation
of a new anaerobic plant. The topsoil had been stripped and
underlying natural sand removed prior to the arrival of AOC
on site, with some areas excavated to a depth of 3m. An

inspection of the sections and spoil heap recorded no finds
or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Ian Dean

NORTH AYRSHIRE
Beith
Broadstone Hall Farm, Beith
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 35765 52932 A watching brief was undertaken, 17–24
November 2014, during the construction of a single wind
turbine at Broadstone Hall Farm. The excavation of the turbine
base and cable tracks revealed no significant archaeological
features or artefacts.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: VG Energy

Kilmory
Glenscorrodale, Isle of Arran
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 9459 2506 – NR 9633 2799 A walkover survey was
conducted on 16 April 2015 along the route of a proposed new
overhead power line at Glenscorrodale. The only features of
note along this route were the sparse remains of the possible
farmstead of Corriehiam at NR 95421 26494 and sections of
pre-modern boundary walls at NR 95534 26479, NR 95677
26829 and NR 96254 27879.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: SSE

Kilwinning
Kilwinning Abbey
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 3031 4328 A watching brief was undertaken, 20 April
2015, during the excavation of a trench to house new steps
leading from the cloister into the S aisle of the abbey nave,
via the eastern processional doorway. An in situ surface of
sandstone slabs of unknown date, 90mm below the current
ground level, was revealed and left undisturbed.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Largs
Haco’s Tomb Chambered Cairn
Laser scan survey
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 2094 5859 A laser scan survey of Haco’s Tomb was
undertaken on 18 March 2015 for conservation management
purposes. The survey was undertaken using a Trimble FX
laser scanner controlled using spherical targets, located using
a Trimble S6 total referenced to OS grid using a Trimble R6
GPS. Interpreted detail was surveyed in the field using the
Trimble S6 total station, on the same grid as the control
survey, allowing interpretation to be overlain on the laser
scan data.
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

127

N O R T H AY R S H I R E / N O R T H L A N A R K S H I R E

Haco’s Tomb: Orthographic view of laser scanned point cloud showing the internal elevation of the chamber (Copyright AOC Archaeology
Group/FCS) (see page 127)
The Clyde type chamber of Haco’s Tomb lies on a broad
terrace of the general W-facing slope above the town of
Largs in a clearing in scrubby woodland with housing to the
immediate W.
The western of the chamber compartments is intact with
a capstone 2.5m by 1.8m sitting on three upright slabs.
This intact compartment is separated from the rest of the
chamber by a septal slab leaving a gap 0.4m high. Three
upright slabs and a septal slab survive to the E of the
intact chamber in a deep hollow which marks the extent
of the chamber. Immediately to the N of the chamber lies
a mound of recent origin, which may well be a spoil heap
from antiquarian excavations. No trace of the extent of the
cairn can now be identified, however the statistical account
reports that a huge cairn known as St Margerets Law was
removed in 1772, exposing the chamber visible today. A
reputed 15,000 cart-loads of rubble were removed from the
cairn.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Largs Campus
Evaluation and excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 21171 60110 An 8% evaluation of a 6.5ha proposed
development site was undertaken in August 2015 prior
to the submission of a planning application. A total
of 35 evaluation trenches were excavated, revealing
archaeological features on a small knoll at the top of a
steep slope in the centre of the development area. Most
of the features were small pits, with another possible two
small linear features. No artefacts were recovered from the
excavated features and only small flecks of charcoal were
noted within the deposits.
At the request of WoSAS an area of c3200m2 was excavated,
in October 2015, around the features discovered during the
evaluation. The features did not form a coherent structure
and mainly consisted of postholes or small pits positioned
along the ridge line, with a few larger pits spread throughout
the area. It is thought that the golf school landscaping may
have destroyed further features in this area with the clay
subsoil showing evidence of truncation from when the golf
green was removed.
The possible features found during the evaluation to the
S of the ridge line were investigated further and found to
be of natural origin (stone-holes), with one pit close to a
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probable post-medieval field boundary containing a fragment
of 19th- or 20th-century pottery. All of the features were fully
excavated but no in situ artefacts were recovered. Most of the
features contained only small flecks of charcoal. However,
some of the larger pits and clusters of postholes did contain
larger amounts of charcoal that could be used for dating
purposes. On the basis of the features recorded, none of the
pits appeared to form structures, with the probability being
that the pits related to prehistoric activity on a vantage point
at the top of the hill, with related settlement areas located
elsewhere.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Morrison Construction Scotland – Central

West Kilbride
Glenburn
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NS 2159 5201 to NS 2057 5273 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 27 January 2015 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme at Glenburn, near Hunterston.
The route crossed rough ground and improved pasture and
passed near the foot of a slope upon which stands Castle Hill,
a prehistoric homestead (NS25SW 6; SAM3305), although
nothing of archaeological significance was evident within the
development area.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
and WoSAS
Funder: Campbell of Doune

NORTH LANARKSHIRE
Cumbernauld
Bar Hill, Croy
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 72126 76237 A watching brief was undertaken, 5 May 2015,
during excavations at Bar Hill. In general the excavations
recorded a fairly clean gritty silted topsoil with subsoil only
exposed in one small section towards the western corner.
The small section where subsoil was recorded indicates
that this could be where the berm, associated with the
southern edge of the ditch was located, therefore confirming

NORTH LANARKSHIRE/ORKNEY

the line of the Antonine Wall shown on OS mapping. No
remains of the northern edge of the ditch were uncovered,
though this is probably a reflection of the relatively shallow
depth of the excavation.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Croy Hill, near Kilsyth
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 733 765 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained,
21 July 2015, during the removal of an existing sign and
the excavation of four trenches to install new interpretation
panels on the Antonine Wall at Croy Hill. Nothing but turf
and topsoil was disturbed and there were no finds or features
of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Shotts
Duntilland Quarry
Evaluation
Laura Bailey and Stephen Cox – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 8438 6395 An evaluation was undertaken, 28 April 2015,
prior to the extension of Duntilland Quarry. Two areas of
peat, Tod Holes and Duntilland Moss, were investigated for
their paleoenvironmental potential by means of an augur
survey. A total of four turf structures were also investigated
and recorded by means of slot trenching and topographical
survey. No direct dating evidence was recovered from the
turf structures but they can be said to post-date the rig and
furrow which was present across the site. The coring work
successfully established the extents of both peat basins,
and samples suitable for radiocarbon dating were taken
from the deepest deposits. Although no assessment work
has been undertaken on the peat, initial indications are that
it represents tall herb communities such as reed and sedge
colonising shallow water levels.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Aggregate Industries

Nether Bracco
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 83136 66429 An evaluation was carried out, 21 November
2014, around the concrete base of a wind turbine at Nether
Bracco. A total of four 1m2 test pits were hand excavated
through topsoil to natural subsoil levels. A deep layer of
peat was recorded in the northern most trench but no
archaeological features were encountered.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: PDC Plant

Torrance Farm, Harthill
Watching brief
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 90932 65747 (centred on) An intermittent watching
brief was carried out, 17 April – 10 June 2014, during the
construction of turbines at Torrance Farm. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Arcus Consulting
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Hoy and Graemsay
Rackwick Survey (Hoy and South Walls Landscape
Project)
Survey
Daniel Lee – Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology
ND 20000 99500 The latest season of fieldwork, 1–5 June
2015, focused on Rackwick for a second year and the site
of a BBC outside broadcast of the Old Man of Hoy. Detailed
survey was undertaken at key sites identified at Rackwick
in 2014. A standing building survey was carried out of The
House That Was Built in a Day (R14, ND 19814 99702) and
an earthwork survey was completed of the nousts (R66, ND
19868 99002). An additional walkover survey along the route
to the Old Man of Hoy recorded another 16 sites, including
those relating to the BBC outside broadcast.
An archaeological study of the BBC outside broadcast
of the 1967 televised ascent of the Old Man of Hoy was
started. Equipment tracks and drag lines were traced,
although mapping was not completed due to protected
nesting birds. Tracks run from the road (HY 20561 00281),
over the hills to the S of Grut Fea (HY 19817 00810) and W
towards the sea stack (HY 17636 00781). The temporary
BBC encampment on the cliff top was assessed with a
metal detector survey for potential, although little material
was identified and none was removed from the ground
due to natural heritage sensitivity. A metal detector survey
was also undertaken at the BBC/Army campsite by Lower
Rumin, Rackwick (R101, ND 20188 99533). WW2 material
relating to the nearby searchlight emplacement (R50),
along with material likely to derive from the 1967 camp
was found (eg toothpaste tubes). Ring pulls and bottle tops
from a snack van that occupied the site from the 1970s to
early 1980s were also recovered.
Two possible prehistoric cists identified by local residents
were recorded on the E coast of Hoy, both exposed in the
upper part of the beach.
HY 24333 04028 Bay of Creekland: possible box cist
HY 24180 03431 Bay of Quoys: Orthostats and box visible
Archive: Archaeology Institute
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Orkney Archaeology Society
and ORCA

Kirkwall and St Ola
Kirkwall Health Campus, New Scapa Road
Evaluation
Rosalind Aitken, Dave Reay and Jocelyn Strickland – ORCA
HY 44566 10048 An evaluation was undertaken, 24 February –
24 July 2014, on land adjacent to New Scapa Road in advance
of the construction of a new health centre. The trenches were
located to target a series of anomalies identified in a previous
geophysical survey of the area (DES 2014, 147).
The evaluation revealed a high level of archaeological
activity within the western aspect of the site. Structural
remains of walls and other evidence was found indicating
that this area was a multi-phased occupation/settlement site
that was in use during the Neolithic and the Iron Age.
The remainder of the geophysical anomalies that were
identified during the geophyiscal survey were shown to
be geological or pedological in origin. Post-medieval and
modern features in the form of possible plough truncation
and post-medieval quarrying activities were also recorded.
Further work was recommended due to the presence of
significant archaeological features.
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Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: Sweet Group, PLC

Scapa Health Centre, New Scapa Road
Watching brief
Nick Card, Linda Somerville and Andrew Hollinrake – Orkney
Research Centre for Archaeology
HY 44604 10036 Following the recommendations of previous
work in this area (see above), 19 machine excavated trial pits
were monitored, 1–2 July 2015, in advance of development
work. Trial pits located in the southeastern aspect of the
site found that natural deposits were overlain by a variety
of made ground deposits relating to disturbance of the area
in the recent past. A possible drain or levelling deposit was
found in one trial pit and a possible buried land surface was
identified in another. Test pits in the NW field encountered
flagstone bedrock between 0.8m and 1.7m below ground
level that was overlain by glacial till (encountered between
0.3–0.5m). It was noted within this area that the glacial till
was directly overlain by topsoil and turf. No deposits or finds
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Sweet Group, PLC

Orphir
Orphir Cemetery
Geophysical survey
Nick Card and Thomas Desalle – ORCA
HY 334 044 A fluxgate gradiometer survey and an earth
resistance survey were carried out, 12-16 May 2015, on
land to the W and S of Orphir cemetery in advance of the
proposed extension of the cemetery. A large proportion of
the survey area was within the St Nicholas Church settlement
and mill SAM.
In the area immediately adjacent to the oldest part of the
cemetery, Earl’s Bu, St Nicholas Church, little evidence for
archaeological remains were found. Within this area the
magnetometry survey located some alignment of negative
features that may relate to nearby archaeological remains.
Outside of the scheduled area, to the W of the survey area,
the magnetometry survey located a possible prehistoric
enclosure ditch with a central partition.
Other features of interest mapped by the geophysical
survey were part of the medieval agricultural landscape and
consisted of two sets of rig and furrow as well as a likely field
boundary. Both surveys highlighted numerous anomalies of
unknown origin that may potentially relate to the presence
of archaeological remains and deposits, plus geological and
modern features.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) and the Orkney SMR
Funder: Orkney Islands Council

Papa Westray
Holm of Papa
Excavation
Lindsay Dunbar and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
HY 50751 51497 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken on 22 July 2015. Human remains were discovered
on the shore at the S end of the Holm of Papa by Mr Rendall
at the beginning of 2015, and were believed to have been
eroded out of a known sailors grave c150m to the N. The
remains that had been gathered up and placed above the
high tide line were no longer present upon arrival on the
130

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

island, but one possible human vertebrae was found in the
general area.
The sailors grave thought to be the origin of the remains
was recorded and the location surveyed, but as no remains
were visible on the surface and disturbance of the grave
looked minimal no excavation was conducted.
Closer to the location of the discovered remains, a stone
lined pit which had been partially eroded by the high tides
was identified. As this was an unknown feature that had
potential to be a cist, and was in an active erosion zone, the
feature was excavated and recorded. The excavation revealed
the feature was a post-medieval kelp burning pit.
It is likely that the remains found on the Holm of Papa
were washed there from an unknown grave that may even be
located on the mainland of Papa Westray.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Rousay and Egilsay
Braes of Ha’Breck, Wyre
Geophysical survey
Daniel Lee and Thomas Desalle – Archaeology Institute, UHI
HY 43775 25937 A ground penetrating radar survey was
undertaken on 28 April 2015 at the site of the Neolithic
quarry identified during previous seasons of excavation (DES
2010, 2011 and 2013). With the trenches fully backfilled, a
GPR survey was undertaken over a 19 x 25m grid. The rockcut quarry (c12m long, 6m wide and 1.8m deep from current
ground level) was successfully identified in the data and a 3D
model has been produced.
Archive: Archaeology Institute
Funder: Orkney Islands Council and Orkney Archaeology Society

Eynhallow Church
Standing building survey and analysis
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
HY 35900 28820 (Canmore ID: 2170) The Scottish Medieval
Castles and Chapels C14 Project (SMCCCP) is a nationwide
funded buildings archaeology project investigating the
archaeological potential of building materials surviving within
upstanding medieval structures. The SMCCCP combines the
survey and analysis of medieval buildings and environments,
with the analysis and radiocarbon dating of surviving
building materials. The project seeks to constrain building
chronologies, and investigate the technical conversion and
palaeoenvironmental potential of source materials.
The upstanding masonry of the church on Eynhallow was
investigated over a four day period in 2015. The building
was found to display a range of phase-specific constructional
techniques and materials, including various maerl-lime
(produced from the burning of coralline algae rhodoliths),
limestone-lime and clay mortars, and these enabled much of
its medieval and later development to be re-interpreted on
site. Various loose mortar and environmental samples were
also taken for further laboratory based analysis. Significant
discoveries included: the remains of an earlier, primary,
square chancel beneath the walls of the upstanding building;
the remains of a medieval doorway in the SW of the nave,
and the remains of an opening in the upper W wall of the
nave which suggests the eastern cell is indeed the remains
of a tower.
These discoveries, and research at other broadly
contemporary sites in Orkney, suggest that the church on
Eynhallow is not the constructionally idiosyncratic structure
that has previously been suggested. The building displays a
range of masonry techniques seen quite widely throughout
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the region in the Late Norse period, whilst the rebuilding of
a 12th-century square chancel on a longer plan in the later
medieval period conforms to similar developments seen
in many churches throughout NW Europe. Moreover, the
form of the openings in the W tower suggest that physical
and visual access from the nave was privileged, and this
also conforms to contemporary practice in insular western
towers elsewhere; this is a feature usually associated with
the display of burial. The other openings in the other walls
of the W tower, however, are more unusual and demanding
of explanation, as these also allowed some form of access to
the western cell from outside the church and vice-versa. This
focus on the display of burial from various perspectives, the
sound of the bells, the island's geographical position midway between Egilsay and Birsay, and various other strands
of evidence, suggest this site may be the focus of a ritual
associated with the Magnus pilgrimage route.
This work on the church was undertaken in conjunction
with an analysis of the upstanding fabric of the adjacent
domestic complex and a walkover survey of the wider island
made by George Geddes (RCAHMS), and a more holistic
joint publication of the medieval and later archaeology of
the island is intended.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

Landscapes of Change, Archaeologies of the Rousay
Clearances
Survey and excavation
Daniel Lee, Keir Strickland, Jane Downes, Ingrid Mainland and
George Geddes – Archaeology Institute, UHI and HES
HY 3758 3264 (Breck), HY 37384 30093 (Skaill) and HY
37289 30396 (Brough) Archaeological investigations into the
Rousay clearances took place at two sites, c2.5 km apart, in
the W of Rousay, 11 May – 16 July 2015. Excavation was
undertaken at Breck Farmstead in Quandale in conjunction
with measured and landscape survey by RCAHMS of the
neighbouring farmsteads. In addition, a building recording
survey was undertaken and a test pit excavated at Skaill
Farm, Westness. Geophysical survey (magnetometry) was
also undertaken at Skaill and nearby Brough Farm. The
project was in partnership with the ongoing excavations at
Swandro multi-period settlement and tombs (University of
Bradford), and investigation of the multi-period landscapes
of the island.
At Breck (11–22 May 2015), eight small keyhole trenches
were excavated within the farm buildings and four test pits
around the nearby enclosure. Breck consisted of two building
ranges separated by a close (but and ben with additional
room, and corn kiln, barn and byre). The earth floor in the
but end had been replaced and the remains of a leather
shoe was found buried in the upper floor layer. In a similar
manner, the original central hearth slab in the but end had
been overlain by another slab which also had a rough back
wall. A ‘Z’ motif had been carved into the SW end of the
lower hearth slab and may have been a good luck charm.
The hearth appears to have been replaced along with the
floor. Paving slabs and stone roof slabs were found in the
close. The presence of window glass suggests that the stone
roof had small skylights. The corn drying kiln had a flue into
the barn, both had been swept clean. A dump of pottery was
found in the neuk bed and byre drain. Indications are that
the farm was built in the late 18th to early 19th century as an
outset into the hill land beyond the hill dyke.
A team from RCAHMS led by George Geddes prepared
notes on 68 sites within the Quandale area, and produced

measured surveys of seven farmsteads (North House HY33SE
49, Hestival HY33SE 51, Breek HY33SE 53, Cairn HY33SE 55,
Knapknowes HY33SE 60).
At Skaill Farm, measured building survey was undertaken
at the two ranges and corn kiln. Geophysical survey
(magnetometer) was undertaken in four blocks around the
farmstead and also a single block at Brough Farm. The results
from Skaill indicated the presence of earlier boundaries on a
different alignment to the present post-medieval boundaries,
which may relate to an earlier farm.
A small test pit was excavated in the garden area adjacent
to the main farmhouse to investigate potential post-medieval
midden for animal bone assemblages (8–9 and 14–15 July
2015). Midden enhanced topsoil (containing pottery, animal
bone, glass and a 1743 half penny) sealed a stony demolition
layer (containing fish bones and a sherd of steatite) which in
turn sealed a stone wall. The wall was on a slightly different
alignment to the main farm building and is likely to relate
to an earlier structure and the other geophysical anomalies.
The steatite suggests that the earlier farm could date to the
Viking period.
Archive: Archaeology Institute, UHI
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Orkney Archaeology Society
and Archaeology Institute, UHI

Breck farmstead during excavation (Credit George Geddes RCAHMS
DP214607 used with permission)
The Knowe of Swandro
Evaluation and excavation
SJ Dockrill, JM Bond, R Maher and R Friel – University of
Bradford and Orkney College
HY 3753 2966 A team from the University of Bradford,
Orkney College (UHI), William Paterson University and City
University New York cleaned, recorded and sampled the site
at Swandro, 16 June – 26 July 2015, as part of the Orkney
Gateway to the Atlantic Project. The team included students,
freelance archaeologists and academics. The project aims to
investigate and record coastal sites in Rousay, Egilsay and
Wyre which are threatened by rising sea levels and coastal
erosion.
Excavations at Swandro in 2015 saw a continuation of the
work on the terraced beach with the further examination of
the eroded Iron Age buildings investigated in the previous
year. Structure 3, a Pictish building at the top of the series of
eroded terraces, continued to be excavated with further signs
of metalworking debris consisting of slag, furnace lining and
crucible fragments being found. These infilling deposits were
sampled and have high potential for botanical remains in the
light fraction recovered from flotation. It now appears that
the construction of the main Norse house excavated by Sigrid
Kaland (1993) destroyed the eastern part of this structure,
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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The coastal erosion multi period site of Swandro, Rousay, Orkney showing the Neolithic chambered cairn on the right and the eroding
Middle Iron Age and Pictish settlement (Copyright R Friel) (see page 131)
though the infill deposits may be earlier than this. To the W
there seems to be a short passage leading out of the structure,
with two possible steps. Further definition of other structural
remains took place all along the upper terrace.
The Neolithic chambered cairn on the western boundary of
the Iron Age site was uncovered to assess the tidal damage to
the remains. This area was originally uncovered in 2012 and
the structure of the cairn determined before being carefully
recovered. However, observations last year suggested that
the large boulders had again shifted and that the outer of the
casement walls was eroding. Excavation of the overlying beach
and removal of the membrane laid down in 2012 showed an
alarming amount of attrition to the monument. The stones
forming the seaward part of the outer casement had been
rounded by the sea and much of the retained material had
been washed out. The other casement walls also seem to be
tipping seawards. This summer saw a lot of rainfall and a
spring developed at the foot of the cairn draining towards the
sea which may be hastening the erosion. The monument was
fully scanned using a 3D scanner by Dr A Wilson (University
of Bradford), and aerial photos were taken (using a drone) by
Robert Friel and Lindsey Kemp.
The passage entranceway on the E side of the tomb was
located this season; two parallel wall faces lead through the
cairn wall and are continued by a further wall which butts
the outer casement walls of the cairn. It seems likely that
this passage originally continued to the E but whether it was
destroyed by Iron Age activity or continues in fragmentary
form under the Iron Age structures which surround this side
of the cairn is not yet known. This passageway has been
deliberately filled with rubble and fine earth; a fragment of
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copper alloy and bone fragments, human and animal, were
found in the top of the fill, but no further excavation took
place on these deposits. Further investigation is needed to
elucidate this relationship. Further excavation is planned
for 2016.
Archive and report: ADS, National Record of the Historic
Environment and Orkney SMR
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Orkney Archaeological Society,
University of Bradford, Orkney College, City University of New
York and William Patterson University

Sandwick
Swartland Road, Dounby
Watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Sean Bell – ORCA
HY 29290 20920 A watching brief was carried out, 16–20
February 2015, during the excavation of exploratory pits, a
service trench and topsoil stripping across land adjacent to
Swartland Road in advance of a housing development. The
area appears to have remained unimproved until the 20th
century and no finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(intended)
Funder: Orkney Housing Association Limited

Yesnaby Art and Archaeology Research Project
Survey
James Moore – Archaeology Institute, UHI
HY 23215 14834 The Yesnaby Art and Archaeology Project
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aims to investigate the ebb and flow of human activity
of Yesnaby over the past 5000 years. Alongside this, the
project is exploring the relationship between the practices
of art and archaeology, and considering the use and value
of these combined methodologies in interpreting and
presenting the past.
The 20–31 July 2015 season focused on the later prehistory
of Yesnaby. A total of 7.1ha of gradiometer survey was
undertaken to the N of the late prehistoric roundhouse and
enclosures on the Peerie Hill (HY21NW 60). This extended
previous survey undertaken in 2008 (DES, 2011). The survey
results show no evidence of a continuation of settlement and
field systems into the improved agricultural areas, although
they did record the presence of palaeochannels and an igneous
dyke. Wider landscape survey, phenomenological recording
and arts based practice were undertaken to contextualise the
later prehistoric monuments.
Report: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
Orkney SMR
Funder: Orkney College UHI, Orkney Archaeology Society –
Research Grant and Orkney Islands Council – Culture Fund

South Ronaldsay
The Cairns, Windwick Bay
Excavation
Martin Carruthers – Archaeology Institute, Orkney College, UHI
ND 4542 8688 Excavation work continued, 15 June – 10 July
2015, at The Cairns (known by RCAHMS as ‘The Cairns of the
Bu’), as part of on-going research on the Orcadian Iron Age.
The work focused on the main open area trench, c25 x 25m,
and a 10 x 10m area in the northern extension immediately
to the NE of the main trench.
One aim was to enhance understanding of the massive
Atlantic roundhouse or broch-like building (Structure A) that
makes up a large part of the archaeological mound at The
Cairns. Structure A, a monumental thick-walled roundhouse,
possessing an overall diameter of c22m, was further defined
and explored internally. Substantial samples were taken
from the deposits on the NE interior of the broch. A series
of rough flagged surfaces were encountered similar to those
seen in previous seasons further to the S. Beneath and to
the W of the flags carbon rich soils and rough stone slab
bases indicated occupation materials late in the life of the
broch. Beneath these deposits a fairly sterile orange clay
indicated a formally laid clay floor, and beneath this deposit
lay more black organic-rich soil. Beneath this yet more sterile
clay appeared to indicate an earlier laid floor surface, this
time a saddle quern and quern rubber were found to have
been deposited, placed on edge within the clay in a likely
‘structured deposit’. It appears that there is a succession
of well-preserved formally laid-out floors and occupation
deposits within the broch, at least in this northern sector,
and this holds out great potential for assessing the uses of the
broch from its beginning to the end.
The entire suite of deposits was sampled on a grid and
will hopefully provide substantial volumes of environmental
information and attest to the types of activities underway
inside the broch through time. This information will be
supplemented in future seasons when more of the interior
of the broch will be excavated. One surprise discovery inside
the broch was a very well-preserved built underground
structure in the northern interior and very close to the inner
wall face. The structure is essentially of the ‘well’-type and
has a set of some half a dozen stairs leading down to a partly
rock-cut, partly finely coursed and corbelled chamber, c2m
beneath the presently reached surface of the broch. Initial

tests suggest that there is upwards of a metre depth of
deposits in the base of this structure. The discovery of the
‘well’ is particularly welcome since one of the major aims
of the project is to investigate the role and history of Iron
Age subterranean structures and this feature will be fully
excavated in future seasons.
In the northern extension trench (Trench M) work
continued with the investigation of the large curvilinear
feature that has been previously identified in geophysical
survey and is thought to represent a large enclosure ditch
surrounding the broch and settlement. The ditch was indeed
located and, though c1.2m deep in this section, it was found
to be very broad, and extended beyond the boundary of
the extension trench. A network of drains was found to
sinuously cut through the boulder clay at the base of the
ditch/gully. In several places where capping stones appear
to have been lifted off in antiquity there were numerous
edge-set quern rubbers placed in the sides of the drain gully
forming its sidewalls.
In the western part of Trench M a series of building
remains and features relating to activity after the ditch had
been infilled were also investigated. The area was found
to be as rich as the previous field season in evidence for
metalworking. Around 30 fragments of well-preserved clay
moulds were discovered and represent the debris from
casting projecting ring-headed pins, rings and possibly
penannular brooches. These were accompanied by
metalwork itself including, broken copper alloy pins, and a
ring. Importantly, crucible fragments and numerous pieces
of slag and other residues and waste, as well as a large
clay furnace feature itself, were found to suggest actual in
situ metalworking was taking place in this corner of the
site. The entire suite of materials is heavily indicative of a
well-preserved and rare window on to bronze working at
the end of the Middle Iron Age, which will continue to be
a focus for excavation next season.
Excavation also continued to define the stratigraphic
relationships between the souterrain, Structure F, and
adjacent and overlying features. The southern, entrance end
of the souterrain passage was found to extend further than
previously thought and appears to make use of, or at least cut
through, an older small circular building or cell composed of
well-built orthostats.
Work also continued on the post-broch suite of buildings
and activity areas in the western area of the main trench.
Attention was primarily directed to Structure B, a complex
multi-phase arrangement of rectilinear and cellular wall
lines, features and adjoining rooms and discrete buildings. A
well-preserved set of articulated red deer remains were found
to partially underlie one of the hearths in this area and may
represent a foundation deposit made during the initial stages
of this phase of the use of the B area. Small finds from this
area included a very finely carved conical gaming piece.
Archive: Orkney SMR and Orkney Museums Service (intended)
Funder: Orkney Islands Council and University of the Highlands
and Islands Archaeology Institute

St Andrews and Deerness
Newark Chapel
Standing building analysis and sampling
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
HY 57460 04130 (Canmore ID: 3033) A programme of work
was undertaken in 2015 at Newark Chapel as a PhD case study.
Upstanding buildings investigation at the site of the putative
chapel indicates a range of context-specific constructional
materials and techniques are present, including contrasting
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The Cairns, looking across the broch to the north (see page 133)
shell/maerl-lime (produced from the burning of coralline
algae rhodoliths), limestone-lime and clay mortared
masonry phases. Most significantly, the earliest upstanding
building at the site is associated with a particular biogeniclime mortar which can be recognised both in situ and in
the surrounding demolition layer noted by Raey (ORCA)
in the cliff section. This mortar clearly contrasts with the
masonry materials apparent in later phases at the site.
These onsite interpretations were supported by petrographic
analysis of a small ex situ sample of mortar, taken from
the beach below the site, which appeared to match those
from the early building and demolition layer. In thin section
this mortar was interpreted as a peat-fired shell/maerl-lime
mortar. Although there are some issues with the existing
plan-form/conformation of the upstanding remains of this
early building, this type of mortar (and its association with
clay here) is consistent with a Late Norse/medieval date. It
is hoped a future more comprehensive recording, sampling
and analysis programme, from this rapidly eroding site, will
inform these interim conclusions further.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: University of Edinburgh

Skaill, Deerness
Excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
HY 58916 06324 The excavation of a prehistoric pot from a
coastal erosion section was undertaken at Skaill on 18 May
2015, under the terms of the HES Human Remains call-off
contract. The pottery vessel was discovered during a survey
of the coast by SCAPE, who believed it was within a possible
burial mound which was being slowly eroded and lost to the
sea. Upon arrival at the site it was evident that the pottery
vessel sat within a former ground surface that was visible for
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c20m to the NNW of the vessel. The mound above the pottery
vessel was revealed to be a natural sand dune accumulated
at the S end of a sand bank or possible dyke located between
the coastal edge and the boundary wall of St Ninian’s Church
graveyard. The excavation of a 3m wide section centred on
the vessel revealed that it sat directly underneath a flagstone
or cobble stone surface. No human remains were noted
within the section excavated and the remains of the pot
were block lifted in order to preserve any possible cremation
deposits within it.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stenness
Ness of Brodgar
Excavation
Nick Card – ORCA and Archaeology Institute, UHI
HY 303 129 Further investigation of the Neolithic complex
on the Ness of Brodgar was undertaken, 6 July – 28 August
2015. The main structures were further investigated to
clarify their relationships and the individual biographies of
each building. Micromorphic sampling of both floors and
middens again complemented other sampling strategies,
including archaeomagnetic. The rerouting of the waterpipe
that ran through the middle of the site allowed several crucial
relationships to be determined.
Trench T near the southern tip of the Ness of Brodgar
Peninsula was extended to the S on the edge of the mound,
with the objective of further defining the character, date and
construction of the mound and to investigate the nature of
structural remains exposed in 2014.
In the extension, the topsoil sealed a colluvial soil, which
overlay the fills of numerous shallow Neolithic pits, many
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of which were intercut. The fills of the pits were similar
in character, being derived from homogenised redeposited
midden that was rapidly backfilled. A total of 23 pits were
excavated, which varied from 0.4–2.8m in diameter. The
pits were cut through a sequence of well stratified midden
deposits, which formed the southern flank of the main
midden mound and were relatively late in the sequence.
These midden deposits sealed undulating spreads of rubble
and redeposited glacial till that derived from the robbing of
Structure 27.
The exposed elements of Structure 27 consist of a NE/SW
orientated wall, a parallel stone-lined drain and five orthostats
which form two linear arrangements, one orientated NE/SW
and the other perpendicular to this alignment. The orthostatic
arrangement bears comparison with the nearby tomb at
Bookan.
Further excavation was also undertaken in the sondage
through the midden mound, which is formed of numerous
individual midden heaps. A degree of spatial patterning
was apparent in the deposition of midden material between
different heaps. The northern heap was rich in cultural
material, and had several concentrations of pottery and animal
bone at different levels, whereas the southern heap contained
comparatively few artefacts. At the base of the midden heap
were features and deposits which may relate to the northern
portion of Structure 27, these comprised: A small NE/SW
orthostat and associated linear cut, redeposited glacial till
and rubble layers, a stakehole and two laminated layers of
sediment which contained stone dressing fragments, an anvil
stone and a stone roofing slab.

Excavation of neonate burial in one of the side recesses of
Structure 1 (Copyright ORCA)

Excavations continued on the final Phase 2 occupationderived deposits inside Structure 1. Numerous thin ashy
layers and floor patches were excavated around the hearth
to expose the rammed yellow clay floor. This floor was not
continuous and was more extensive to the E of the hearth.
Phase 1 occupation deposits (which continue below the large
Phase 2 wall) were exposed in the recesses beyond the clay
floor, but remained unexcavated this season. A near complete
articulated neonate skeleton was found in the southern corner
of the W recess in the upper fills of a drain.
In the northern part of the original Structure 1, beyond
the substantial Phase 2 wall, the water pipe baulk was
removed and excavations continued to expose the uppermost occupation-derived layers. These continued below the
Phase 2 wall to the S and are part of Phase 1 occupation. The
northern entrance had been disturbed by a substantial pit cut
which may have been associated with the robbing of the NW
internal corner buttress. A substantial stone-lined drain was
found to the W of the robbed entrance and may have been
part of the original layout, draining the now robbed NW part
of the structure. To the E of the structure, a paved area was
removed to reveal the external wall face and the drain which
continues S along the intramural passage (with Structure 19).
Work within Structure 8 revealed its full extent with
excavation in its S half to bring it into phase with its N half.
Removal of a sequence of midden and rubble deposits at
the intersection of Structure 8 and the Central Midden Area
(CMA) revealed the southern end of Structure 8, basically a
large deep recess with no evidence of an entrance to reflect
the northern entrance. The height of the surviving masonry
and the alignment of this recess are also consistent with the
earlier Structure 17, on which Structure 8’s southern half is
constructed, suggesting that this recess may have originally
been part of Structure 17.
The baulk between Structures 8 and 10 was also removed
to expose more of the paving and outer revetment around
Structure 10. Much of Structure 8 in this area had been removed
to allow their construction; however the remains of a heavily
robbed pier were exposed, mirroring a ‘double pier’ to the
W built on top of an earlier pier related to Structure 17. It is
possible the heavily robbed pier found in 2015 was the lower
course of such a double pier, and also related to Structure 17,
with the upper, robbed portions of the pier related to Structure
8. The excavation of this baulk also entailed the excavation
of a robber cut which targeted the NW corner of Structure 10
and removed its outer revetting wall, outer pavement, and
exterior wall face in this area. Underlying this robber cut were
midden deposits, potentially indicative that any remains of
Structure 8 in this area were totally removed.
Work within Structure 10 again concentrated on the internal
floor deposits relating to its secondary major phase. With the
removal of the waterpipe baulk the last vestiges of the fill of the
internal wall robbing were excavated to reveal the surviving
wall core, particularly around the SW corner of Structure 10.
Several large pick-dressed slabs were both recovered from the
infill but were also built into the wall core. It is thought that
these were reused after the original SW corner had collapsed
and that the dressed stone originally was on display as part
of the inner wall face of the primary phase chamber before
Structure 10’s remodelling.
The remaining occupation-derived deposits in Structure 11
were removed from around the hearth, demonstrating that it
was cut into the underlying material abutting Structure 17.
Following the removal of the waterpipe baulk, the northern
end of Structure 11 and southern end of Structure 19 were
exposed and their relationship investigated.
Floor deposits and levelling layers around the hearth in
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Structure 19 were investigated in quadrants, focusing on the
area adjacent to Structure 8. This suggests that Structure 19
was constructed upon material that abuts Structure 17 and
cuts into the side of Structure 8. Excavation within Structure
19, which was partially constructed into the outer face of
the SW wall of Structure 8, revealed a beautiful example of
a finely-incised decorated slab, with close parallels to the
original Brodgar stone discovered in the 1920s, built into
Structure 8’s wall core. This would not have been visible
when the building was in use.
Excavation in the interior of Structure 12 continued with the
removal of more secondary (?) ephemeral occupation layers
and the last remnants of collapse. A large spread of material
close to its SW corner concealed a potential large inclined
posthole, probably inserted to counteract the subsidence and
collapse Structure 12 experienced. The eastern side entrance
was further investigated and more of the two flanking standing
stones exposed. Out with the primary phase blocked southern
entrance a large spread of Grooved Ware was uncovered.
Excavations in Structure 14 continued to focus on the
removal of the complex sequence of floor and occupation
deposits. This emphasised the major two phase biography of
the building as revealed last year. Many pits, smaller features,
and cuts for orthostats were excavated within the floors.
The central midden area between Structures 1, 8, 11 and
12 was further investigated. This confirmed several phases
of midden deposition, with the lower ones separated by
rubble deposits with further ephemeral wall lines appearing
during the deposition sequence. Other more substantial
structural remains started to appear that may represent more
of Structure 23 that partially underlies the N end of Structure
12. At the S end of Structure 1 more of the paving around the
central standing stone was revealed. It seems probable that
this will continue under the remaining midden to the south
of Structure 8.
More examples of Neolithic art and the use of pigments
were also discovered.
Report: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
Orkney SMR
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Ness of Brodgar Trust, American
Friends of the Ness of Brodgar, Foundation for World Health,
Orkney College UHI and Orkney Archaeology Society

Ring of Brodgar
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
HY 2943 1342 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
20–29 October 2014, during the removal of turf as part of
remedial works to improve drainage. It was possible to carry
out the work without excavating beyond the recently added
clayey soil, turf, stone chips and terram, or the apparently
undisturbed peat towards the W end of the excavated area.
No deposits of archaeological sensitivity or significance were
exposed or disturbed.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

Stromness
Nether Mousland
Survey
Daniel Lee, James Moore and Martin Carruthers – Archaeology
Institute, UHI
HY 22150 12700 (centred on) A walkover survey and
subsequent geophysical survey were undertaken, 19–20
March and 4–8 May 2015, in the Nether Mousland area by
MSc students from the Archaeology Institute. Mousland Farm
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(HY21SW 20), which is still a working farm, and its head dyke,
formed the focus of the survey this year. The farm buildings,
dykes and enclosures were recorded and an earlier phase of
the head dyke was noted. The building footings and well house
to the S of the farm were not identified. However, a series
of small inter-linked enclosures survive at the site (HY21SW
30). A Bronze Age barrow which was excavated in the 1990s
was visited and is still extant with the cist and revetment
wall visible (HY21SW 6). A substantial prehistoric settlement
mound (c40 x 20m) was also located at HY 22176 12312.
The geophysical survey focused on Nether Mousland
(HY21SW 16), a large deserted farmstead with surrounding
sub-circular head dyke. A gradiometer survey of c0.5ha around
the main farmstead established that the small enclosure to
the SW of the steading was highly magnetically enhanced,
suggesting that the soils had been significantly worked and/
or manured. The larger enclosure to the S was magnetically
quiet, implying a different function. The gradiometer data
also recorded the presence of rig and furrow cultivation to
the N and E of the farmstead; these correlate with extant
rigs visible on the ground. Small areas of resistance and
ground penetrating radar survey were also undertaken in
order to compare the geophysical responses with the extant
earthworks. Approximately 1ha of topographic survey was
also undertaken to record the extant remains of the farmstead,
and associated structures and enclosures.
Archive: Archaeology Institute, UHI
Funder: Archaeology Institute, UHI

Westray
Tuquoy Hall
Analysis and survey
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
HY 45460 43130 (Canmore ID: 2822) A programme of work
was undertaken in 2015 at Tuquoy Hall as a PhD case study.
Microscopic and petrographic analysis was undertaken on
mortar samples curated from the 1980s excavation of the
Norse settlement at Tuquoy, and a walkover of the site
was made to survey environmental availability. A range
of context and phase-specific materials were encountered,
but the primary mortar from the settlement was interpreted
as a ‘maerl-lime’ produced from the burning of coralline
algae rhodoliths. This evidence is similar to that analysed
from other Late Norse Orcadian sites, and the mineralogy,
archaeology and palaeoenvironmental potential of these
materials will be discussed in the forthcoming PhD thesis.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

PERTH AND KINROSS
Abernethy
The Wee Big Dig, Abernethy
Excavation
Charlotte Douglas – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 190 164 The Wee Big Dig weekend comprised the
excavation of test pits in volunteers’ gardens scattered across
Abernethy Village on 4–5 July 2015. All excavation was
supervised by AOC’s experienced field archaeologists and Tay
Landscape Partnership’s (TayLP) Sophie Nicol. The test pits
aimed to be 1 x 1m in size and were excavated to a depth of
up to 1m.
The Wee Big Dig was a huge success, providing new
information for the occupation and development of
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Abernethy Village. Test pits were excavated in both the
front and back of the proposed burgage plots, the original
medieval or post‐medieval land division of the town. The test
pits confirmed human activity in the village from at least the
12th century, in the form of residual sherds of Scottish east
coast white gritty ware ceramics. The majority of artefacts
recovered represent relatively modern finds such as Victorian
ceramic, demonstrating the presence of ‘night soil’, in which
midden material and waste was spread over the gardens. No
parent features were associated with the artefacts. This was
not surprising as the areas evaluated by the test pits were
relatively small. However, the test pits did reveal that the
village had been subject to much landscaping. The test pits
to the N of the village were excavated up to a depth of 1m,
perhaps demonstrating the earlier landscaping of the village.
As importantly, the public participation in the project
was an enormous success and the large numbers of local
volunteers showed that there is considerable public interest
in Abernethy’s history. The TayLP would like to thank
everyone who took part and the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund

Abernethy/Errol/Forgandenny
Early Settlers Project
Fieldwalking
Sophie Nicol – Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust
NO 10735 23209 The Early Settlers Project is being delivered
by the Tay Landscape Partnership (TayLP) as part of a
community participation programme. The project seeks to
explore the early prehistoric origins of the Tay and document
the area’s subsequent evolution. The project aims to involve
the local community and interest groups in archaeological
discovery, through fieldwalking and intertidal survey, and to
find out more about the prehistoric period. We would like to
thank to all our volunteers for their work in 2015.
A total of 90 worked stone and flint tools were identified
during the 2015 excavation season, 69 of which are debitage,
9 are cores and 12 are tools.
NO 22058 24590 Pitroddie Farm, Kilspindie Several fields
were walked for lithics in Nov 2014 and March 2015. A total
of 47 worked flints and stone tools were identified, along
with frequent 19th-dumped material (mainly pottery).
NO 10222 18954 Freeland Farm, Forgandenny Around 18
worked pieces were recovered from systematic fieldwalking.
NO 21907 17474 Easter Clunie Farm, Newburgh Two
pieces of worked flint were recovered by the Primary 7 class
of Abernethy Primary School.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Tay Landscape Partnership

Alyth
Tullymurdoch
Evaluation
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 20619 53907 An evaluation was undertaken, 26–27 August
2015, in advance of construction of a wind farm on a 94.5ha
area of open moorland surrounded by commercial forestry.
The evaluation consisted of the excavation 20 trenches, each
measuring 30 x 2m. A natural 0.15–0.45m deep topsoil was
recorded across the site. The underlying subsoil was variable
but generally consisted of a mottled grey-orange sandy clay.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
A topographic survey of Area C has confirmed the findings
of an earlier walkover survey, identifying and accurately
locating a number of hut circles and clearance cairns lying
within field systems, which take the form of ditches and
banks in the landscape.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: ARCUS Consultancy Services Ltd

Auchterarder
Belhie, Aberuthven
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland

The Belhietriskele pendant (Drawn by Alan Braby)
NN 97 16 An Iron Age copper-alloy triskele-decorated
pendant was found during metal detecting at Belhie. The onepiece casting has an openwork triskele-decorated disc with a
central perpendicular baluster-moulded shaft and suspension
loop (L 26mm, D 28mm). This well known Iron Age type
may be either a decorative pendant or a strap fastener. Aerial
photographs reveal later prehistoric settlement remains in
the field.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT12/15), allocated to Perth Museum

Field walking team at Pitroddie Farm, Kilspindie

Ogle Hill: SERF
Excavation and geophysical survey
Tessa Poller and Cathy MacIver – University of Glasgow
NN 96940 11480 (Canmore ID: 26068, SMR: 3073)
A geophysical survey and excavation were carried out,
4 March – 18 April 2015, at Ogle Hill as part of the SERF
project. The geophysical survey employed both gradiometric
and earth resistance techniques. The results revealed a large
igneous dyke cutting across the S side of the hill. Outside this
area, in the E and W, traces of the outer two ramparts were
detected. Possible evidence for the outer face of the inner
enclosure was recorded on the summit. A strong magnetic
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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circular feature was detected in the NW end of the survey,
on a terrace within the second rampart.

Auchtergaven
Bankfoot
Metal detector rally
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 05 33 One complete and four fragmentary Late Bronze
Age socketed axeheads, part of a socketed knife and what
may be the tang of a chisel were reported following a metal
detecting rally held near Bankfoot. At least some of the
items probably represent a plough-dispersed hoard; however,
owing to discrepancies in the grid references supplied by the
finders, the overall spread of material is uncertain and more
than one original deposit may have been involved.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 020-023 and 025/15), allocated to
Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Bankfoot
Metal detector rally
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 05 33 A complete but heavily worn Early Bronze Age flat
axehead was reported following a metal detecting rally held
near Bankfoot.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 024/15), allocated to Perth
Museum and Art Gallery

Logiebride
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NO 05 34 Part of a Viking silver armlet and associated piece
of melted silver were found near Logiebride during metal
detecting.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (18/15), allocated to Perth Museum
and Art Gallery

Blackford
The excavation in progress at Ogle Hill (see page 137)
Following the survey, two trenches were excavated; one
measuring 40 x 4m which stretched across the upstanding
ramparts onto the summit, and the other measuring 6 x
5m which was positioned over the strong magnetic circular
feature identified in the survey.
The excavation of the long trench showed the outer
bank to be largely composed of earthen dumps with scant
traces of a possible stone cap or face. A palisade trench
was identified along the bottom of the front face of the
rampart at the edge of the outer ditch. The middle bank
was characterised by dumps of chipped stone. In between
the outer and middle ramparts were bedrock-cut pits. The
innermost bank, which followed the break of slope of the
summit, was a low spread of stones. No clear faces were
identified. Flat areas of stone, levelling the undulating
bedrock, may represent the only remains of occupation
surfaces. An earlier charcoal-rich pit was dug into during
the construction of the inner bank.
The second trench explored what would turn out to be
a Victorian summer house. Information about the house,
which had been destroyed for some time, came from the
landowner. The excavations revealed a rough circular stone
platform with frequent iron nails. Occasional glass and
pottery and other occupation debris were also recovered.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: Historic Scotland
Website: www.glasgow.ac.uk/serf
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Strathallen Castle Estate, Auchterarder
Watching brief and evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NN 9220 1575 An excavation was undertaken, 23 May –
1 July 2015, during the creation of borrow pits and temporary
roads associated with the ‘T in the Park’ music festival. The
work within Field 22, which encompassed the main borrow
pit, yielded the majority of the archaeological features
uncovered, and included three palisades with five associated
roundhouses and a wide spread of smaller pit and posthole
features. Excavation of these features saw a large assemblage
of prehistoric pottery, lithics, slag and samples recovered.
The significance of the archaeological material identified will
require a programme of post-excavation analysis.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CgMs Consulting

Blair Atholl
Bridge of Tilt
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geosciences
NN 87700 65150 In 1985 a cist containing human remains
was found during a house extension in Golf Course Road,
Bridge of Tilt. These were subsequently radiocarbon dated to
AD360-610. A programme of magnetic and resistivity surveys
was carried out, 16 July – 6 August 2015, over the lawns of
four houses closest to the cist site and the adjacent school
field to see whether any other buried features could be found.
Within the school site the resistivity shows evidence of a
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modern drainage system under the school field. Little else
of interest was seen on the resistivity plots except for the
possible site of an old pond in the garden of Ptarmigan Lodge
guest house.
The magnetic survey has a much more ‘granular’
appearance. Susceptibility measurements on a wall built of
local stones (originally brought into the area by the River Tilt)
show that about 30% are significantly magnetic and these
are probably what the magnetometer is mostly recording.
There is a suggestion of linear features, especially on the
school field but these may merely reflect redistribution of
the magnetic rocks when the field was levelled. The area
immediately around the cist site is magnetically noisy and
unsuitable for magnetic surveying.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended and PKHT (intended)
Funder: Clan Donnachaidh Society

Tombeithe
Field visit
George Currie
NN 89396 63237 A rock, 1.0 x0.6m, under turf bears one cup
measuring 50 x 15mm.

Dron
West Dron
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 12 16 A complete flanged axehead in fine condition was
found during metal detecting near Dron; it is an example
of the Caverton type (named after a find from the Borders)
which can be placed early in the Middle Bronze Age (c1550–
1450 BC) on typological grounds.

Errichel Farm
Field visit
George Currie
NN 86889 47995 A prominent boulder (2.2 x 1.6 x 0.7m)
located 430m W of Errichel Farm bears seven small cup
marks, one of which has a possible ring.
Falls of Camserney
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81058 50221 A stretch of bedrock bears two cup marks.
Another stretch of bedrock located at NN 81038 50192, 35m
SW of the first site bears 13 cup marks.
Rawer
Field visit
George Currie
A stretch of bedrock, located at NN 83831 50383, 45m E of
NN85SW 4, bears 8 cup marks.
A relatively prominent, 1m high, stretch of bedrock located
at NN 83786 50366 bears one large cup mark.
A stretch of bedrock located at NN 83838 50429, 60m NE
of NN85SW 4, bears one small cup mark.
Shepherd’s Cottage, Urlar
Evaluation
Derek Hall

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 138/14), allocated to National
Museums Scotland (NMS accession no X.DC 161)

Dull
Creag Odhar
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81755 50183 On the lower W-facing slopes of Creag
Odhar between the 330m and 350m contours are three cupmarked rocks.
1) An earthfast boulder measuring 1.3 x 0.3m bears four
cup marks.
2) A prominent outcrop located 215m NW of (1) at NN
77172 50859 bears a basin (220 x 50mm), a deep cup (100 x
50mm) and five cup marks.
3) A boulder (2.5 x 1.8 x 0.7m) located 200m SE of (1) at
NN 77466 50312 bears seven cup marks.

Cup-marked rocks, Shepherd’s Cottage
NN 8407 4665 An evaluation was undertaken on 28 October
2014 in advance of the construction of a house and services
on land 100m NE of Shepherd’s Cottage and to the W of
cup-marked rocks. A total of four trenches were excavated
and recorded a ploughsoil of variable depth, 0.20-0.75m,
overlying broken stone and yellow clay. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Donald Watson Ogilvy

Styx Hamlet
Standing building survey
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 80152 47417 (centred on) A standing building survey
was undertaken on 24 August 2015 of a disused former
quarry workers’ hamlet at Styx, Croft Moraig. The hamlet,
in ruinous condition, may date from the 18th century and
housed workers from the nearby quarry of Bolfracks, which
provided stone used in the Wade bridge at Aberfeldy and the
tower of Kenmore Church.
Creag Odhar 2

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Fearn-Macpherson Chartered Architects
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Dunbarney
Moncreiffe Hillfort
Excavation
Jamie Humble and Sophie Nicol – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 1313 1988 Phase 1 of a programme of archaeological
work was undertaken, 1–6 September 2014, at Moncreiffe
Hillfort by Tay Landscape Partnership, led by Perth and
Kinross Heritage Trust, and delivered by AOC Archaeology
Group and local volunteers.
The evaluation consisted of the excavation of three trenches
located over the potential ramparts of the hillfort and a laser
scan survey of the monument. The laser scan produced a
detailed topographic map of the hillfort, which demonstrated
that the upstanding earthworks of the hillfort consisted of the
slight remains of a single rampart along with two possible
entrances, one to the E and one to the W.
The three excavation trenches provided evidence of the
structure and use of the hillfort. These structural remains
comprised a rampart with an earth core and dry stone facing,
recorded in two of the trenches, along with a hut platform
constructed on top of the slumped remains of the rampart in
one trench. No rampart was identified in the third trench, but
a bedrock-cut ditch was exposed that may relate to activity
in the hillfort. An artefact assemblage relating to the use of
the hillfort was recovered, including a fragment of a shale
bracelet and a possible stone gaming piece.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Tay Landscape Partnership

Moredun Top
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Tay Landscape Partnership

Moredun Top resistivity survey 2014–2015
NO 1360 2000 (NO11NW 23) Following work in 2014 (DES
2014, 161-162) further resistivity survey was undertaken, 4
March – 22 April 2015, at Moredun Top hillfort. Considerable
tree felling had provided significant new open ground in the
main enclosure and the decision was made to survey this
first and then expand the area covered by surveying blocks
around the circumference of the existing data.
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The principal fort walls are now extremely well defined by
the resistivity. They are probably very much drier than the
soil in the interior of the fort, and subsequent excavation has
shown that there are even significant void regions between
many of the rocks in the walls. There are a number of small,
sub-circular, features which could have been house sites
but the most interesting feature is in the NE part of the site.
Here there is a significant surface mound which from the
resistivity appears to have a ring of boulders around it at the
base with a less resistive zone in the centre.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
PKHT (intended)
Funder: Tay Landscape Partnership/Perth and Kinross Heritage
Trust

Dunkeld and Dowally
Dunkeld Cathedral
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 0245 4260 and NO 0235 4258 A watching brief was
carried out on 7 May 2015 during minor excavations.
NO 0245 4260 Installation of a memorial marker stone for
the Battle of Dunkeld.
NO 0235 4258 The removal of an existing information
lectern and the excavation of a trench to replace an existing
grave marker.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

Mill Dam, Dunkeld
Assessment and radiocarbon dating
Joan Brookes – Dunkeld Chapter House Museum and
Community Archive
NO 03142 46392 An oak log canoe was dug out when the A9
was being constructed in the late 1970s and placed in the
Mill Dam at Dunkeld for safe keeping. Radiocarbon dating
was done at the time but the report was mislaid. In October
2013 Dr Nick Dixon from the Scottish Crannog Centre agreed
to come and check the condition of canoe and take a new
sample for radiocarbon dating.
The radiocarbon dating was carried out by SUERC (49562 –
GU 32183) and gave a determination of 1395 +/- 29 years, BP.
When calibrated this gives two dates in the late 7th century, the
most probable of which (95.4%) is AD670. This is significant
new information about a boat that had been assumed to be
of much later date, possibly a late medieval/post-medieval
ferryboat. The calibrated dates allow us to acknowledge that
this is in fact a Pictish boat/canoe. It is slightly later in date
that the other known Pictish boat from Errol. This boat is
on display in the McManus Galleries, Dundee, and has been
radiocarbon dated to the late 6th century AD. Both boats
are linked to the River Tay and both were found within the
immediate orbit of important power centres at Dunkeld and
Abernethy. There is now a handful of Pictish/early medieval
boats from Scotland, the closer analysis of which potentially
offers insights into Pictish rivercraft and networks of living.
The boat has been left in the dam and no further action will
be taken at the present time.
Archive: Dunkeld Chapter House Museum and Community
Archive
Funder: Dunkeld Chapter House Museum and Community
Archive
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Scott McCreadie indicating the location of pottery, Dun Knock

Dunning
Dun Knock: SERF
Excavation and geophysical survey
Tessa Poller and Cathy MacIver – University of Glasgow
NO 02300 14300 (Canmore ID: 26688, SMR: 9434) Three
trenches were excavated at Dun Knock, a multi‐ditched
hilltop enclosure first identified as cropmarks on aerial
photographs. The 13 June – 10 July 2015 investigations were
designed to build on previous work in 2008 (SERF) and 2009
(GUARD).
The results showed that the hill went through various
phases of enclosure and remodelling, which began as early as
the Neolithic. The main trench, Trench E, stretched across the
projected line of the five cropmark ditches. Of the five ditches
noted on the aerial photographs, only four were identified
within the trench and of these only two have produced
datable material. One ditch contained sherds of Neolithic
pottery and a complete upturned bowl at its terminal.
The second innermost ditch appeared to be recut and
contained metalworking debris, including a crucible, dumped
along its inner edge. Below this ditch a broad terrace was cut
into the slope and surfaced with a series of pebble and cobble
layers, built one on top of another. It has been presumed
that this terrace removed an earlier ditch and rampart. In
a further, later, phase, a low roughly-built curvilinear stone
wall was constructed above hillwash that had covered the
cobble surfaces. The innermost ditch was narrow, <2m
wide, and contained redeposited natural.
A further two trenches, each measuring 3 x 7m, were
excavated across terraces located on the southern slopes
of Dun Knock, within a wooded area. The aim of these
trenches was to identify and explore possible ramparts. One
of the trenches, Trench G, did not produce any conclusive
archaeological deposits. The other, Trench F, however, did

reveal the remains of a rampart composed of redeposited
earthern core material with a narrow palisade slot defining
its back edge and a rough stone facing along the front. The
earthen core material contained fragments of pottery and
occasional vitrified stone, suggesting there was an earlier
occupation on the site prior to the construction of this
rampart.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Historic Scotland
Website: www.glasgow.ac.uk/serf

Leadketty: SERF
Excavation
Kenneth Brophy and Helen Green – University of Glasgow
NO 01960 15640 A small trench was opened. 22 June –
3 July 2015, within the Late Neolithic Leadketty palisaded
enclosure (NO01NW 40), to examine an area of the interior
of this massive enclosure and test the nature of cropmarks
identified here. The trench was located towards the S extent
of the enclosure on the edge of an escarpment. Previous SERF
excavations within this palisaded enclosure, about 100m to
the NE, identified a Grooved Ware building, mini-henge and
various pits and slots (DES 2012, 149-150). Excavations in
2015 revealed a dense scatter of cut features which included
postholes and pits. Amidst this scatter, a timber circle c7.5m
in diameter was identified, defined by eight to ten small
postholes (which typically measured 0.5-0.95m in diameter
and 0.3m to 0.55m in depth). One of these postholes
contained a single sherd of fine prehistoric pottery. Aside
from one large posthole set asymmetrically within the circle
(1.05m in depth and over 1.4m in diameter) the remainder
of features we investigated were shallow, and included a
number of small intercutting pits. No material culture was
recovered from these although we did find considerable
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The excavation in progress at Leadketty (see page 141)
quantities or charcoal in some pits which are now
undergoing post-excavation analysis. It is likely that these
multiple features represent repeat episodes of pit digging
and deposition of organics such as carbonised remains and
burnt nutshells, which would be consistent with occupation
in a large Neolithic enclosure. The timber circle could have
been a small roofed building, or a free-standing ceremonial
monument, while at some point a huge single post stood
here. Cutting the timber circle and large posthole were
the remnants of some kind of post-medieval subterranean
structure. A rectangular slot measuring c2m across by at
least 2m in length (the true extent being unknown as it lies
beyond the trench) was shored up on at least one side by
loose stonework and mortar suggesting a slight foundation
wall. The debris within this cut feature included multiple
roofing slates, mortar, and charcoal flecked silt loams. This
may represent the location of a small hut or shed although
nothing is marked in this location on 19th-century maps.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Historic Scotland
Website: www.glasgow.ac.uk/serf

Millhaugh: SERF
Fieldwalking and survey
Dene Wright – University of Glasgow
NO 00610 13999 (Canmore ID: 20706) Fieldwalking was
initially undertaken at this location in April 2014. The
principal aim of the fieldwalking was to recover lithics,
prehistoric pottery and artefacts to assist in the interpretation
of the cropmarks at Millhaugh (MH14.1). Typologically
none of the 106 lithics can be unequivocally ascribed to any
particular period in prehistory, save for an Arran pitchstone
bladelet which may suggest either a Neolithic, or Early
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Bronze Age, and a sub-angled scraper with semi-invasive
retouch attributable to Bronze Age events.
We returned to site, 1–30 March 2015, to carry out a test
pitting programme, geophysical survey, and a second phase
of fieldwalking. A series of 27 1m2 test pits was excavated
removing the topsoil only. The location of the test pits was
systematic in a chequerboard pattern sampling the area
targeted, which equated to a broad linear band running SW/
NE across the field where the majority of the lithics were
found in 2014. There were neither features revealed in, nor
prehistoric artefacts recovered from 25 of the 27 test pits.
Two small charcoal-rich sub-circular features were recorded
in Test Pit 1, and two tertiary, irregular flint flake fragments
were recovered from Test Pit 27. Magnetometry and resistivity
surveys produced inconclusive results due to the underlying
soil and geology conditions. This was not unexpected from
our previous experience at sites investigated in and around
Dunning, magnetometry was proved to produce better results
than resistivity. It is hoped that, with the further processing
of the magnetometry raw data, the visibility of archaeological
features will be enhanced.
At total of 74 lithics were collected by fieldwalking.
The recovery locations of the lithics largely matched the
distribution recorded in 2014. Modified artefacts included
scrapers typologically attributable to the Late Neolithic and
Bronze Age. The limited scope of the test pitting programme
did not reveal any evidence for the presence of discrete lithic
scatters in situ. A full technological analysis of the lithic
assemblage from Millhaugh (MH14.1) will be undertaken as
part of the post-excavation programme of tasks.
Fieldwalking was also carried out at MH14.2 (centred on
NO 00595 13701) as part of the 2014 phase of fieldwork.
There were no known references to any archaeology at this
location. At total of 30 lithics were recovered, none of which
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could be assigned to any specific period of prehistory. Other
finds included modern pottery and glass, although mention
should be made of one sherd of late medieval red ware
(14th–16th centuries).
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Historic Scotland
Website: www.glasgow.ac.uk/serf

Wellhill: SERF
Excavation
Dene Wright – University of Glasgow
NO 02582 15906 After the success of our fieldwork at Wellhill
in 2014 (DES 2014, 163–164), where evidence for Early
Neolithic settlement and agricultural practice was revealed,
the focus for our investigations moved to the adjacent field
to the north. The cropmark showed a ring ditch provisionally
interpreted, when scheduled in 2000, as a ploughed down
Early Bronze Age burial mound. To the S and E of the ring
ditch and outside of the scheduled area are what appeared
to be a cluster of pit/posthole features.
A 2100m2 excavation trench was machine stripped, 11-12
June 2015, and it was evident that there had been significant
truncation to the site by pre-1952 ploughing. A programme
of excavation was then carried out, 20 June – 10 July 2015.
The character of the pit cluster may be distinguished from
the quarry pit alignment excavated in 2014, and consists of
midden pits probably associated with crop processing. A total
of 197 sherds of Early Neolithic pottery were recovered from
the pits, together with a fragment from a Group VI polished
stone axe from Great Langdale, Cumbria. Other artefacts
included flakes of flint and Arran pitchstone.
An area of surviving silt within the palisade ditch has
been provisionally interpreted as the partial footprint of a
burial mound. This has been determined on the basis that
the mound protected the silt from being eroded away by the
extensive truncation caused by ploughing. A stone cist was
set within this area of silt.

the same fate. The stones to the N and S had also been
disturbed and damaged. A cradle of small stones was created
within the cist upon which was placed the burnt bone. The
compaction of the burnt bone indicated that the deposit may
have been secured within an organic container, which has
not survived. Pending radiocarbon dating the cist burial has
been interpreted as Bronze Age in date.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Historic Scotland
Website: www.glasgow.ac.uk/serf

Dunning/Forteviot
Large Area Geophysical Survey: SERF
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller and Dene Wright – University of Glasgow
A programme of geophysical survey was undertaken in 2015
across a number of known archaeological sites in Perth and
Kinross:
NO 02182 15001 (Canmore ID: 26662, SMR: 3675) Dunning
– Roman temporary camp
NO 01900 15900 (Canmore ID: 26621, SMR: 9158)
Leadketty – Enclosures, causewayed enclosure, ring ditches,
square barrow and pits
NO 03940 17530 (Canmore ID: 26608) Forteviot – Roman
temporary camp
NO 05353 16830 (Canmore ID: 26565) Forteviot – Henges,
enclosures, square barrows and pits
NO 02600 15700 (Canmore ID: 84940, SMR: 8918) – Pit
alignment.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Historic Scotland
Website: www.glasgow.ac.uk/serf

Magnetometry survey in progress at Leadketty

Errol

Excavation of cist in progress at Wellhill
The character of the palisade ditch in the scheduled area
suggests that it was a bedding trench to support a weak
fence structure with narrow entrances to the E and S. The
fence structure would have been largely self-supporting.
If the initial interpretation that the silt within the palisade
has survived as the partial footprint of an earthen mound/
barrow, then it appears that it was constructed in the NE
sector of the enclosure. The barrow was encircled by a
palisade with two entrances. The stone cist structure had
been disturbed, with the retaining stones to the E and W
removed by ploughing. Any capstone would have suffered

Errol Airfield
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NO 2648 2431 A Level 2 standing building survey was carried
out, 25 February – 2 March 2015, of the surviving buildings
at Errol Airfield prior to their demolition in advance of
redevelopment. A total of seven hangars and two brick built
structures were photographically recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr M Leslie

Myreside
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NO 22 24 An Iron Age openwork copper-alloy buttonand-loop fastener was found during metal detecting near
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Myreside. Recent finds have revealed a concentration of
this type in NE Scotland, and they were probably being
made in the area. The surrounding fields are known from
cropmarks to contain later prehistoric settlement, and
other Iron Age metalwork is known from the immediate
area (DES 2012, 153).
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 86/15), allocated to Perth Museum

remains of several pre-improvement settlements identified by
a desk study were encountered during the survey as was a
possible burial cairn (at NN 52979 43440), not previously
recorded.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) and PKHT
Funder: Meggernie Estate

Fowlis Wester
Creag Liath
Field visit
George Currie
NN 89972 33833 A prominent boulder (2.1 x 1.5 x 0.6m) on
the lower slopes of Creag Liath, at the 345m contour and
16m N of a pylon, bears a single cup mark measuring 45 x
10mm, with a possible ring.

The button-and-loop fastener from Myreside (Drawn by Alan Braby)

Creag Liath
Field visit
George Currie
NN 89951 33794 A group of shielings the largest of which
measures 9 x 7m with footings 0.8m. One of the shielings
has a stone-built structure with a slab cover that probably
represents a cupboard.
NN 90012 33470 (centred on) An additional three shielings
are located 220m to the S of the first group.

Fortingall
Allt Caislidh, Glen Lyon
Watching brief
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NN 41847 48990 A watching brief was carried out, 20–23
April 2015, during ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of a hydro-electric scheme, in an area adjacent
to the remains of a probable 17th/18th-century township
(Cashlie). No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Greenspan Agency Ltd

Carie, Rannoch
Survey and watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 6204 5405 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, February – May 2015, at the site of a new hydroelectric scheme on the S side of Loch Rannoch, which mostly
lies within commercial forestry. A pre-felling survey was
conducted and archaeological sites close to the development
were fenced-off to prevent damage. Three dry stone shieling
structures, two rectangular and one sub-circular, were directly
affected by the development, and these were recorded prior
to their controlled demolition under a watching brief. No
finds were recovered.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and PKHT
Funder: GreenPower (Carie) Ltd

Kenknock
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 5278 4248 to NN 5247 4288 and NN 5350 4460 to NN 5247
4288 A walkover survey was undertaken on 30 May 2015
along the route of a proposed new hydro-electric scheme at
Kenknock and an access road to it at Moar, Glen Lyon. The
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Creag Liath shielings 1 and 2 showing the slab cover

Inchture
Rossie
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 28 29 The blade portion of a Late Bronze Age socketed
axehead was found during metal detecting near Rossie.
L:47mm (max surviving); width (cutting edge) 45mm. As
a result of metal detecting, fragmentary socketed axeheads
are being reported more often than in the past but their
incompleteness usually precludes detailed classification; in
the absence of any clear signs of deliberate destruction,
their breakage may simply have been the result of wear
and tear.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 133/14), allocated to The McManus:
Dundee’s Art Gallery and Museum

Kenmore
Ardtalnaig
Walkover survey

PERTH AND KINROSS
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 72447 38565 to NN 69870 39160; NN 71278 37859 to
NN 71360 38530; NN 68270 39270 to NN 68304 39379;
NN 68270 39270 to NN 68193 39425 Walkover surveys
were undertaken, 6–16 February 2015, along the route of
a proposed new hydro-electric scheme on the E side of
Loch Tay, 10km SW of Kenmore. From the power house,
a cable will cross the loch, coming ashore at Lawers and
connecting with an existing power supply. One previously
unrecorded feature of archaeological significance was
encountered: the scant remains of a building measuring 14
x 5m at NN 70935 38774.

Tullybaccart
Casual find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 26 36 Small irregularly-shaped ground stone axehead
of green banded rock, macroscopically identical to the calcsilicate hornfels of Creag na Caillich, Killin (also known as
‘Group XXIV’). Length 96.5mm. The findspot lies within
the cluster of finds of Group XXIV axeheads in east-central
Scotland (info Alison Sheridan).
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 80/15), allocated to Perth Museum
and Art Gallery

Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Uisge Holdings Ltd

Rynachulaig Farm, Killin
Evaluation
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 6168 3621 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken
on 24 April 2015 in advance of the proposed construction
of a new house on a sloping 1775m2 field on the N shore
of Loch Tay. Cartographic evidence had suggested that
a ‘castle’ and a farmstead may have stood within the
development area. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Dr K Freeman

Kettins
Church Cottage, School Road, Kettins
Watching brief
Derek Hall
NO 2375 3899 All below ground excavations for the
construction of a new house on land adjacent to Church
Cottage, to the W of Kettins Church, were monitored. The
work undertaken on 9 June 2015 recorded no finds or features
of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr B Lundie

High Keillor Farm
Field visit
George Currie
NO 27430 39344 In a narrow strip of woodland 250m SW of
High Keillor Farm, a boulder measuring 0.9 x 0.6 x 0.2m bears
the inscribed date 1797. It is possibly a commemoration of
the Battle of Camperdown.
Tradewinds, Campmuir
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 2167 3758 A trial trenching evaluation was carried
out, 7–8 October 2015, on a development area 40m W
of Tradewinds for a new house and associated drainage
trenches. Three trenches were excavated inside this area,
and a fourth trench, which was dug for a soakaway, was
also monitored. No archaeological evidence relating to
the Roman temporary camp was located. In one of the
trenches a linear feature and postholes were recorded and
interpreted as possibly being either the former road line
from Perth to Coupar Angus shown on 18th-century maps
or an agricultural boundary.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr E Crockhart

Stone axehead found at Tullybaccart, Kettins

Kinclaven
Taymount Mains
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris and R Maxtone-Graham – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 12550 35000 Magnetic and resistivity surveys were
carried out, 29 September – 10 October 2015, over the site
of a c50m2 cropmark recorded by aerial photography. The
cropmark corresponds to a field boundary seen on old
estate maps.
The magnetic survey showed little except a scattering of
small point anomalies probably corresponding to magnetic
stones in the glacial sediments of the site. Resistivity survey
plus an electrical resistance tomography profile show that
the edges of the square feature correspond to low resistivity
anomalies. This could add weight to the idea of a moated
site. No detail is visible within the square boundary.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
PKHT (intended)
Funder: Blairgowrie Geoscience

Kinfauns
Kinfauns Old Parish Church
Desk-based assessment, standing building recording and
evaluation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NO 1667 2226 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, March – July 2015, in advance of proposed
consolidation and repair work. The desk-based assessment
identified four main phases: the establishment of a
dependant chapel to Scone Abbey at Kinfauns in the 12th
century; the achievement of parochial status and the
construction of the core of the extant building in the 15th
century; substantial modification post-reformation; and
finally continued use and some further modifications until
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abandonment the mid-19th century.
The building recording detected elements of three phases of
the building dating to the 15th, 16th, and 17th–19th centuries.
The test pit evaluation established that the floor had been
removed, leaving a layer mortar and stone rubble. This had
subsequently been covered by dumped deposits, possibly
excess soil from the digging of graves in the graveyard to
the W of the church. A flush wall face exposed below the
floor level in test pits at the E end of the church may indicate
that there might have been a burial crypt, which has been
infilled. The crypt below the floor in the burial aisle to the
S has a barrel vault. It contains a lead coffin inside an outer
wooden coffin set into a sub-rectangular shaft built into the
crypt floor.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Tay Landscape Partnership

Kinnaird
Franklyden
Field visit
George Currie
NO 21254 30184 A W/E sloping rock, measuring 1.6 x 1.0 x
1.1m bears a 150mm long Greek cross.
Over Fingask
Field visit
George Currie
NO 21922 28760 An elliptical enclosure, 11 x 7m, bisected by
a forestry fence lies 860m NW of Over Fingask Farm.

Kirkmichael

2015, saw excavation of a series of evaluation trenches
over a complex of at least three adjacent longhouses
located to the E of a ring cairn and two other longhouses
that formed the focus of excavations over 2012–14. The
complex exhibits many of the characteristics of the classic
‘Pitcarmick type’ with rounded ends, an external oval
enclosure attached to one external wall and signs of at least
some slightly sunken internal areas. A total of six trenches
were opened and these focused on evaluating the character
and preservation of the building walls and internal areas.
Trenches also evaluated the oval enclosure attached to the
SW side of one longhouse and the external area to the S
of the longhouses. The walls of the structures appeared, in
general, to be constructed from a combination of turf and
stone, although well preserved turf layers in the wall of the
northernmost building appear to show a wall composed
of an inner and outer skin of turf with an earthen core.
A series of internal features and deposits were also
uncovered including substantial layers of stone work in the
centre of one of the buildings, postholes and burnt layers.
One of the most distinctive features encountered was a
substantial pit in the centre of the oval enclosure containing
a series of distinctive fills, including turf layers. Artefacts
recovered included fragments of flint, corroded iron pieces,
small pottery fragments and a spindle whorl with incised
markings. A series of samples have been recovered for
radiocarbon dating which will improve our understanding
of early medieval turf longhouses in the area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, The Gannochy
Trust and Historic Scotland

Glen Derby
Field visit
George Currie
NO 04231 59700 A prominent boulder, 4.0 x 0.7 x 0.6m, lying
300m NE of the Glen Derby township bears nine grooves
averaging 100mm in length and 4mm in depth. Possibly a
sharpening stone with similarities to grooves found on
a similar stone near Tulliemet, the cup-marked rock at
Balendune and some of the Welsh ‘Arrow’ stones.

Details of the grooves at Glen Derby
Lair: Glenshee Archaeology Project
Survey and excavation
David Strachan and David Sneddon – Perth and Kinross
Heritage Trust and Northlight Heritage
NO 1387 6376 The fourth season of fieldwork, 6–13 June
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Glenshee excavation (Photo: Eddie Martin)

Little Dunkeld
A9 widening work
Watching brief

PERTH AND KINROSS
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 06091 39371 – NO 00501 44491 A watching brief was
undertaken, 24 September 2014 – 16 January 2015, on
engineering test pits being excavated as part of a programme
to widen part of the A9 Perth to Inverness road. The pits
were located between Birnam and the Castle Murthly/
Tay Crossing to the S/SE. One additional pit was located
at Dalguise. Several pits had been identified in advance as
potentially impacting on archaeological features and these
pits, which were dispersed along the road corridor between
NO 06091 39371 and NO 00501 44491, were monitored and
photographically recorded. Remains representing a cinder
track and an earthen bank (undated) were exposed.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Soil Engineering Ltd

Logierait
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NN 95 52 A near complete early medieval copper-alloy
zoomorphic strap-end was found near Logierait during
metal detecting. The strap-end is decorated with a roundel
containing a cross-based motif; the rest of the strap-end body
is plain. The strap-end is broken at the split end, and the
zoomorphic terminal is worn. This type of strap-end is dated
to the 8th to 9th centuries and has a distribution focused on
Scotland, including one found within the hoard of 8th-century
brooches from Rogart (Sutherland). Stylistic affinities shared
between the Scottish examples suggest they may be products
of a single workshop possibly based somewhere in Anglian
Scotland. Whilst some examples contain step-based motifs
within the decorated roundel, this example carries a simple
cross motif, perhaps with Christian significance.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 01/15), allocated to Perth Museum
and Art Gallery

The Girron
Field visit
George Currie
NN 90705 36496 A rectangular enclosure measures 12 x
4.5m with 0.6m high footings at its NW end. The 2 x 2.2m
enclosure lying 2m to the S is almost certainly NN93NW 31.
NN 90950 36245 A shieling, measuring 5 x 3.4m lies 340m
SW of the enclosure noted above.
A further enclosure, measuring 5 x 3.4m and incorporating
large natural boulders at its N and E ends, is located 16m E
of the shieling.
The Girron
Field visit
George Currie
NN 91353 34714 Possible whisky still is located 1.2km to the
SW of The Girron Farm and 110m W of the Girron Burn. It
consists of a circular walled structure, with a 1.7m internal
and 4.8m external diameter. It is of variable depth, measuring
1.4m deep to the SW and 1.2m to the NE. A soakaway drains
to the NE.

Logierait
Dunfallandy
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NN 94 56 The blade portion of a Late Bronze Age socketed
axehead was found near Dunfallandy. As a result of metal
detecting, fragmentary socketed axeheads are being reported
more often than in the past but their incompleteness usually

precludes detailed classification; in the absence of any clear
signs of deliberate destruction, their breakage may simply
have been the result of wear and tear.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 141/14), allocated to NMS

Lundin
Field visit
George Currie
NN 87817 50254 One metre to the S of NN85SE 19 is a grass
covered rock bearing eight small cup marks.
Pitnacree, Strathtay
Desk-based assessment and survey
David Bowler and David Perry – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 9130 5456 and NN 9167 5363 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were undertaken in advance of the
construction of a proposed hydro-electric scheme on the
Tullypowrie Burn, Strathtay. The site is located on the edge
of the Pitnacree Estate at NN 917 537, c4km SW of Pitlochry.
The walkover survey was carried out on 26 February 2015.
A SAM incorporating a church, cross-slab, farmstead and the
mill of Tullypowrie Burn lies adjacent to the proposed intake.
Associated with it is a former mill lade. Another mill lade and
a stone bank will be crossed by the proposed pipeline.
Archive: Historic Environment Scotland
Funder: Highland Eco-Design Ltd

The Boathouse, Pitcastle Estate
Standing building survey
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 90803 52903 A basic historic building survey was carried
out in May 2015 of a boathouse prior to its demolition. The
brick built boathouse was constructed during the first half
of the 20th century by the Pitcastle Estate. The building
measured 5.6 x 3.5m and was lit by single arched windows
on the E and W elevations. The N gable contained an external
chimney. The S gable had double-leafed doors. The interior
of the boathouse had been clad with tongue-and grooved
planking and the ceiling was coombed. A slate fireplace with
a brick hearth occupied the N wall.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and PKHT
Funder: Natural Power Consultants per Pitcastle Estate

Longforgan
The Snabs, Longforgan
Watching brief
Chris Fyles and Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 29745 30124 A watching brief was carried out, 5 June –
1 December 2014, during the construction of a new house.
The development area was on the NE edge of a hamlet
built around a converted farmstead and labourers’ cottages,
bordering open arable land. The site lay within the perimeter
of a known Roman marching camp (NO23SE 18) covering 63
acres and presumed to be of Severan date.
A large, V-shaped ditch feature was exposed in the
soakaway trenches to the S of the house footprint, at NO
29798 29997 and NO 29800 29995, aligned 300° from
magnetic N, or cNW/SE. This was the line anticipated for the
perimeter ditch of the Roman camp.
Other less significant archaeological features included a
shallow trench or slot, cobble and rubble field drains and a
buried soil horizon.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Propertay Ltd
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Madderty
Ardunie
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NN 94 19 A copper alloy bead from an Iron Age torc was
found during metal detecting near Ardunie. It is hollowcast with ribbed decoration and would once have been
strung on an iron rod which slotted into the front of the
torc. Damage on one side of the perforation indicates it had
been removed or broken from the torc prior to deposition.
D 29.5mm, T 17.5mm. Such objects are typical of the
Roman Iron Age; given the proximity to the Gask Ridge, it
is possible it was worn by an auxiliary soldier rather than
deriving from local use.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 34/15), allocated to Perth
Museum

the 8th–9th centuries AD. The ears of the zoomorphic terminal
are damaged and it is unclear whether they are of the
predominately northern ‘comma-shaped’ type. The central
decorative panel should, by analogy, contain a zoomorph,
but it is difficult to read. Silver strap ends are rarer than
copper-alloy examples; there is one other from Scotland, a
well-preserved silver and niello example from the Talnotrie
(Dumfries and Galloway) hoard.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 11/15), allocated to Perth Museum
and Art Gallery

Monzievaird and Strowan
Fordie
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 7940 2460 to NN 7930 2305 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 20 November 2014 along the route of a
proposed new hydro-electric scheme on the Fordie Estate,
2km E of Comrie. Towards the N end of the route, where
a new access road will link an existing estate road and
the intake point, seven possible prehistoric burial mounds
centred on cNN 7946 2463 were noted.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) and PKHT
Funder: MNV Consultants Ltd

Fordie
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 80844 36420 A walkover survey was undertaken on
14 July 2015 at the site of a dam (known locally as the
Colonel’s Loch), thought to have been used for fishing
and wild-fowling during the 19th century. A few structural
remains of the dam were still visible.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Campbell of Doune

Moulin

The Ardunie torc bead (Drawn by Alan Braby)

Meigle
Marchmont Cottage, Meigle
Watching brief
Derek Hall
NO 2868 4460 A watching brief was carried out, 11–12 May
2015, during excavations associated with the construction
of a new building in the grounds of Marchmont Cottage
which lies adjacent to Meigle churchyard on its western side.
Nothing of archaeological interest was located.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr M Boyd and Ms T Wasser

Moneydie
Luncarty
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NO 08 31 A near complete silver Anglo-Saxon strap-end was
found N of Luncarty during metal detecting. The strap-end
has a zoomorphic terminal, split end and central panel of
decoration likely to contain a zoomorphic design. It dates to
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Glen Clune
Field visit
George Currie
NN 91181 65930 A boulder, measuring 1.6 x 1.0 x 0.3m, lying
600m SE of the southern end of Loch Moriag and 350m E of
the Allt Chluain bears nine cup marks at it SE edge, with a
further two at the centre and another possible cup mark on
its eastern side.
Killiecrankie to Pitagowan (A9 Dualling Programme)
Metal detector survey
Maureen C Kilpatrick and Warren Bailie – GUARD
Archaeology Ltd
NN 909 634 A metal detector survey was carried out, 12–13
August 2015, by GUARD in collaboration with the Centre
for Battlefield Archaeology, at the perceived location of
Killiecrankie Battlefield to the S of Blair Atholl. The work was
carried out with the assistance of metal detecting volunteers
from Detecting Scotland and Scottish Artefact Recovery
Group (SARG).
The survey focused on a linear stretch of land to the N
and S of the existing A9 road comprising the battlefield
site. Significant finds included 41 musket/carbine/pistol
balls, 6 copper alloy buttons, 2 buckles, 4 horseshoes and
horseshoe fragments, several fragments of a copper alloy
bangle, a copper alloy pendant, a copper alloy harness boss
and a part of a sword belt fitting.

PERTH AND KINROSS

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE),
PKHT and HES
Funder: Jacobs UK Ltd

Old Lodge, Straloch
Historic building recording
David Perry and David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 0413 6422 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work, 1 December – 6 January 2015, incorporating
photographs, drawings and historical/cartographic research
show the development of this rural building, part of a
settlement recorded from 1451 onwards, and extant as a
farmhouse by 1862. It was later developed as a shooting
lodge, and finally demolished in 2014.

were recovered as well as the rood screen division of the
Bishop of Dunkelds rebuild.
The surviving ground floor of the West Range was
excavated and was found to contain a sequence of internal
mortar and crushed green sandstone floors. The latest of
these had a possible stone anvil base built into it. Another
building was located to the S of the West Range, and this
contained stone-lined drainage features in its floor surface.
A range of small finds were recovered including medieval
ceramics, window glass and a jet necklace.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Manorgate Ltd

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Hebridean Contemporary Homes Ltd on behalf of their
clients

Orwell
Royal Hotel, Milnathort
Standing building recording
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1202 0467 (centred on) A Level 2 standing building survey
was carried out, on 2 April 2015, of the former Royal Hotel
on South Street, Milnathort, in advance of its conversion
to a house. The hotel, dating from the early 19th century,
featured three ranges around a central courtyard, with a
pend entrance and enclosing E wall. Evidence of phasing
was noted in several areas, particularly in the courtyard and
W range building. Internal features noted included original
cornices on the first floor of the main hotel building (the S
range).
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: M and S Character Homes Ltd

Perth
Caledonian Road Primary School
Standing building recording
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 11289 23400 (centred on) A Level 2 standing building
survey was carried out, 20–21 April 2015, in advance of
conversion work. The proposed development area is a
Victorian three-storey school building constructed in 1892,
with an associated annexe dating from 1900. A full drawn,
written and photographic record of the building was
produced.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Caledonia Housing Association

Riggs Road/Whitefriar Street, Perth
Excavation
Derek Hall
NO 1082 2378 Excavations restarted at this site on 26 July
2014, after a 7 year gap, and are ongoing. A further 174
human burials were recorded and lifted from the nave
and chancel of the friary church. More than 20 of these
burials were accompanied by wooden ‘staffs’ or ‘rods’.
Two of the burials wore leather shoes. A wood lined grave
was located in the rebuilt southern wall of the Carmelite
church containing human bones that had been moved
from elsewhere in the building. Structural evidence for the
chancel arch foundations of the first phase Carmelite church

Riggs Road: Wood lined grave containing translated human bones
in S wall of rebuilt Carmelite church

Portmoak
Ballingry
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NT 17 99 Part of a copper-alloy openwork mount, possibly a
Late Saxon or Anglo-Scandinavian stirrup mount was found
near Ballingry during metal detecting.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT158/14), allocated to National
Museums Scotland

St Martins
Former United Free Church, Wolfhill
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NO 1517 3336 A rapid photographic and written survey of
the standing remains of the Former United Free Church was
undertaken on 19 July 2015 prior to the sites redevelopment
for a house and walled garden.
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Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mrs A Holtie

establish the foundation for building a precise chronology of
intertidal settlement in the Firth of Clyde.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
SUERC
Funder: Historic Scotland and Caledonian Research Fund

Houston
Fleming Road, Houston
Evaluation
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 40184 67052 An evaluation was carried out, 16–18
March 2015, on the site of a proposed housing development.
At total of 25 trenches were excavated across the area,
covering 8% of the 22662 m² area, outwith the flood
plain of the burn which dissects the site. A possible small
rectangular structure or area of harding standing was
recorded in Trench 12. Subsequent cartographic research
identified a similar feature dating to the mid-19th century at
this location, which may be related to the adjacent Houston
Bleach Works.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes

Surviving bellcote on N gable of former United Free Church, Wolfhill
(see page 149)

RENFREWSHIRE
Erskine
Mar Hall Crannog, Firth of Clyde
Sampling and analysis
Piotr Jacobsson – SUERC
NS 45482 72901 (Canmore ID: 43313, SMR: 12891) Four
timbers and three stakes were collected from the eroding
intertidal platform in the Firth of Clyde on 24 April, 2015.
The site consists of a semi-circle of timber and stone on its
E side and an irregular stone mound on its NW side. The
central part of the site is hidden by estuarine muds. The
first pair of timber samples was collected from the junction
between the timber and stone semi-circle and the stone
mound. The second pair of samples was collected from two
substantial exposed parallel timbers 10m diagonally to the
SE of the first pair. The three stakes were sampled from a
group of stakes protruding from the estuarine muds, c5m
to the NE of the second pair of samples. The site is in an
overall poor condition and is deteriorating. A number of
substantial timbers visible in various plans from the 1990s
have been lost. Furthermore, both observations in the field
and subsequent laboratory work demonstrate a large extent
of decomposition of the timber component and attack by the
shipworm, T. navalis.
Sampling has been conducted to establish internal and
absolute chronologies of Dumbuck and Erskine Bridge marine
crannogs through radiocarbon wiggle-match dating of select
contexts. This will resolve the question of timber reuse and
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Houston Road, Houston
Evaluation
Dawn Ferry – Northlight Heritage
NS 4120 6673 An evaluation was undertaken, 18–20 February
2015, in advance of a proposed housing development.
A total of 22 trenches, each measuring 30–31m long, were
excavated covering 8% (1265m2) of the site. A single postmedieval boundary wall was recorded in the SW corner of
the development area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Paisley
Abbey Road, Elderslie
Evaluation
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 442 623 An evaluation was undertaken, 12–16 October
2015, in advance of a proposed housing development on a
green field site. A total of 45 trenches, covering 8% of the
area, were excavated. A deposit of industrial backfill material
probably from 19th-century mining works was recorded in
one area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Barratt Developments Plc

Gauze Street, Paisley
Watching brief
Stephen Cox – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 48522 64062 A watching brief was carried out, 23 April –
8 May 2015, during ground-breaking works associated with
the laying of foundations of new housing at 11–15 Gauze
Street. Sub-surface remains associated with a previous
structure of late 19th-century date were observed. No earlier
remains were recorded and it was apparent that the site had
been truncated at the subsoil level and subsequently levelled
with deposits during late 19th-century development and later
redevelopment on the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Park Lane Developments (Renfrewshire) LLP

RENFREWSHIRE/SCOT TISH BORDERS
Hillman Road, Paisley
Evaluation
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 45228 63559 An evaluation was undertaken on 10 August
2015 prior to a proposed housing development. A total of four
evaluation trenches were excavated, covering 8% of the 1.2ha
development area. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: CgMs Consulting on behalf of Barratt West Scotland Ltd

Paisley Abbey
Excavation
Bob Will – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 4849 6388 A programme of limited trial trenching was
carried out in September 2015 by GUARD Archaeology and
volunteers from the Renfrewshire Local History Forum
in the area to the W of Paisley Abbey. This excavation
followed on from similar small-scale excavations between
2009 and 2011 to investigate whether buildings associated
with Paisley Abbey and the drain survived in the
surrounding area.
Three trial trenches were excavated to the W of the Abbey
and uncovered deep demolition layers and recent levelling
deposits, along with stone and brick foundations from
buildings that occupied the site in the 19th century. These
buildings were later demolished and the area landscaped.
Although no definitive medieval structures were uncovered,
a large number of medieval roof tiles were recovered from
the lower deposits in two of the trenches, and these provided
information on the possible appearance of the medieval
buildings. The survival of late medieval deposits suggest that
there is the possibility that medieval buildings or foundations
may survive in the area.

these walls represent the land use in the area prior to
ground clearance associated with the building of offices
in the late 1950s. Deeper excavations were required, to
bedrock, in the SE quadrant of the development area.
A total of ten coffin burials were discovered in this area. Of
these, seven were fully excavated and recorded. All were
in a state of collapse under the weight of the overlying
clay and most had been damaged by later invasive works.
Two burials were left in situ as they were located within
secure deposits, which were to remain undisturbed by the
development. One burial was recovered but not recorded or
subjected to analysis due to hydrocarbon contamination.
The graves discovered are a remnant of the graveyard of
the United Presbyterian Church, extant in the area until
the late 1950s when development of the council office
required the church and surrounding residential areas to
be cleared.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Westpoint Construction Company (Scotland) Ltd

SCOTTISH BORDERS
Ancrum
Broom Farm
Casual find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NT 613 228 Bifacially-worked fabricator or strike-a-light of
light grey mottled flint.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 46/15), allocated to NMS
(accession no: X.AA 300)

Report: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) and
WoSAS
Funder: Renfrewshire Council and Renfrewshire Local History
Forum

Renfrewshire Council Headquarters, Cotton Street,
Paisley
Evaluation and watching brief
Gary Savory, Samantha Hickman, Ewan MacNeilage and Stuart
Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 4868 6400 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, April 2010 – July 2015, during development
work on the North Building of the Renfrewshire Council
Headquarters. An initial evaluation identified two lengths
of sandstone wall that corresponded to the graveyard
boundary wall depicted on the OS Town Plan of Paisley
(1867–68). The identification of this wall indicated that
four development trenches were located within the former
graveyard. Rectangular stones were also identified that
corresponded with the edge of Mill Street. The position of
the stones indicated that the ground level in this area had
been built up by >1.4m during previous development.
A watching brief in 2010 and 2011 recorded areas of
cobbles and brick foundations that appear to represent the
remains of the tenement buildings, associated courtyards
and the old alignment of Cotton Street. A section of the E
wall of the church was also recorded.
A further watching brief in 2015 mainly recorded
foundation trenches cutting through made ground, which
contained modern demolition debris to the formation
level. Four sections of wall, aligned N/S, were discovered
in poor states of survival showing damage from modern
construction and demolition activities. It is likely that

Flint fabricator or strike-a-light found at Broom Farm (Crown copyright)

Castleton
Hermitage Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NY 4967 9607 and NY 4969 9603 A watching brief was
undertaken on 20 May 2015 during excavations relating
to the installation of new signs. Two small trenches were
excavated, and both showed clear evidence of landscaping
and clearance in the form of the rubble-rich deposits below
the present ground surface. The debris was apparently a
post-demolition spread, creating the wide terrace which
surrounds the castle. In general, the evidence suggests that
the site has been landscaped after clearance/excavation in
the 20th century, primarily in the vicinity of the upstanding
walls. Spoil was used to level the ground, but it overlies
earlier demolition debris.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Larriston
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NY 56331 93358 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken, 6–15 May 2014, in advance of
proposed woodland planting. The desk-based research
identified 58 potential and known sites within the boundaries
of Larriston. These ranged from the sites of medieval tower
houses, to 19th-century lime workings and numerous
agricultural enclosures. A total of 42 of these known sites
were located during the walkover survey. An additional
eight previously unknown sites were also recorded. The 66
sites were of varying cultural heritage significance and the
vast majority would be affected to some degree by the tree
planting.
It was recommended that the planting avoids all visible,
above ground sites recorded during the survey, and that the
sites should be marked out by the archaeological team prior
to the commencement of work. It was also recommended
that two sets of lime kilns (Sites 43Q and 45O) undergo a
basic level of archaeological recording and interpretation.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) and Scottish Borders HER (intended)
Funder: UPM Tilhill Ltd

Cavers
Cavers Auld Kirk, Hawick
Watching brief
Kirsty Dingwall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 54025 15582 A watching brief was undertaken on 13
August 2015, in advance of the construction of a therapy pool
building in the grounds of the converted church at Cavers.
An area 67.75m² was stripped of topsoil and four graves were
identified lying on an E/W alignment. Three appeared to be
broadly contemporary and one was later, cutting through
one of the earlier graves. Part of a fragmented and poorly
preserved skull was seen within one of the earlier graves.
Upon discovery of the graves the excavation was halted. The
area was covered with geotextile and soil and the graves
preserved in situ.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mrs J Cox

Channelkirk
The Old Mill, Mountmill, Oxton
Standing building recording and watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 48772 54289 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, 9 December 2014 – 27 October 2015, at Mountmill.
A standing building survey was undertaken of the ruin of an
old corn mill prior to its partial demolition. A watching brief
was then undertaken during the removal of the ruined walls
and the clearance of the built up rubble within the mill. The
Old Mill was constructed in the mid-18th century, but was
abandoned in the early 20th century. Since that time it has
lain empty, the roof has been lost and much of the stonework
is crumbling away. The watching brief identified that the
eastern part of the mill had survived, including the wheel
pit to the W side and two rooms, one with a recess in the N
wall. During excavations for the new house foundations an
additional N/S orientated wall was identified to the W of the
former building.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr and Mrs Gray
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Chirnside
Old Whitehall House, near Chirnside
Standing building recording and watching brief
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 87391 55064 A standing building survey was carried out
in January 2015 on a derelict mansion house. The building
was constructed in the early 18th century and originally
occupied a rectangular footprint, although it has been greatly
modified, with six main phases of development identified:
Phase 1: Rectangular building with an extra-mural stair
tower forming a T-shaped plan. (Early 18th century)
Phase 2: Enlarged rectangular building still on a T-shaped
plan with rear external stair tower. Internal staircase added
and music room created and Palladian window added. (Mid18th century)
Phase 3: Rectangular block with the rear stair tower
removed and the building widened by the creation of a new
block with paired M-shaped roofs. (Late 19th century)
Phase 4: Rectangular two-storey block built of snecked
sandstone with fine ashlar dressings added to the E end of
the core block. (Late 19th/ 20th century)
Phase 5: 20th-century interior refurbishment to suit modern
living requirements, car port installed on the N block.
Occupation continued through the 1990s. (Mid-late 20th
century)
Phase 6: Demolition of the N block and part of the E wing.
The rest of the building falls into a state of ruin. (c2007)
The watching brief during the demolition provided
additional architectural information to support this proposed
phase development model. The results provided a permanent
architectural inventory of the building (including a record
of the ornate plasterwork surviving within the Music Room)
prior to its demolition. Importantly, the survey confirmed
that no oak was used in the construction of the main core
block (early 18th century) and that the pine was probably
imported from Scandinavia or one of the Baltic States.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Asset Venture Ltd on behalf of Mr Pryde of New
Whitehall

Cockburnspath
Penmanshiel Wind Farm
Walkover survey and watching brief
Mike Cressey and Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 818 678 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, December 2013 – August 2015, in advance of
the construction of a wind farm. A post-felling survey was
conducted in order to locate a cairn. This feature was not
identified in the felled areas or open ground in the vicinity of
its grid reference. An additional cairn was identified, recorded
and demarcated and a small fire-pit was also identified.
A watching brief was then carried out during the excavation
of test pits relating to site investigation work. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: RES UK and Ireland Ltd

Coldingham
Coldingham
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NT 90 66 Three Anglo-Saxon copper-alloy strap-ends and
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an Insular copper-alloy enamelled mount were found near
Coldingham during metal detecting. All three strap-ends
have zoomorphic terminals, and one may have commashaped ears, thought to be a characteristic of a northern
Anglo-Saxon manufacture. One carries remains of enamel,
another of niello, both infilling Trewhiddle-style zoomorphic
designs. The third strap-end is decorated with a simple
geometric design. This collection of strap-ends brings the
total from Scotland to at least 25, including an old find at
Coldingham Priory. Zoomorphic strap-ends are common
finds from across, and to a lesser extent beyond, AngloSaxon England and have been dated generally to the late 8th
to 9th centuries.
The Insular enamelled mount features a monochrome
champlevé enamel design in yellow: the design appears to
consist of four very narrow petal-shaped fields forming a
cross-shape, with a small off-set cross at the centre. On the
reverse is part of an integral lug for attachment. It is uncertain
what type of object this mount decorated. It is similar in size
and shape – but not in manufacture technique, materials
or quality – to small domed mounts that adorn the Ardagh
Chalice and Derrynaflan Paten. These latter are however
glass studs inlaid with metal – rather than metal studs with
integral champlevé cells; the fineness of the design on this
stud – forming narrow petals – and the use of a single colour
of enamel might suggest an attempt to mimic these rare
glass studs.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 04/15), allocated to National
Museums Scotland

Coldstream
Abbey Road, Coldstream
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 843 396 A watching brief was carried out in November
2014 during development work at 1 Abbey Road. The area
was considered of interest as it is located on the site of the
former Coldstream Priory and also contained the site of a
later 19th-century house, now demolished. Ground-breaking
work did not extend below the topsoil and no finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded in
the excavation area. However, the N and E garden walls
contained architectural features such as blocked windows,
and it is considered that these probably formed part of the
19th-century house.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Mr S Jefferies

Edrom
Crunklaw Steading, near Duns
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 78081 50303 An enhanced standing building survey was
carried out in September 2015 at Crunklaw Steading prior to
its conversion into modern housing. The E range was a single
and two-storey lofted structure with a crow-stepped gable.
The single-storey N and W ranges were former byres and
animal houses. A detached turnip store was also recorded.
Census returns show that the steading was engaged in both
agriculture and animal husbandry throughout the second
half of the 19th century.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Mrs H Bruce

Galashiels
The Grange, Church Street, Galashiels
Evaluation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 49500 35625 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
in May 2015, in advance of the proposed construction of a
new house in the garden of The Grange. A total of four 10m
long trenches were excavated, covering 65m2, and uncovered
three field drains.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Stuart Davidson Architects

Hawick/Kirkhope
Langhope Rig Wind Farm
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 40362 20218 (western end) and NT 49362 15821 (eastern
end) A targeted watching brief was undertaken, August –
October 2014, along the length of a grid connector route from
Langhope Rig Wind Farm to Hawick substation. The western
section of the route formed a new overhead pole line and the
eastern half was buried underground. No new archaeological
sites or features were recorded and all known sites were
fenced off for the duration of works to prevent accidental
damage.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: SSE Renewable Developments (UK) Ltd

Heriot/Stow
Borders Railway Project
Standing building recording and watching brief
Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 41041 53242, NT 34034 65458, NT 42728 49793, NT 39669
55820 and NT 42600 49950 A programme of archaeological
works was required, October 2013 – September 2014, during
the construction phase of the Borders Rail Link. This included
standing building surveys and a targeted watching brief.
Building Surveys
NT 41041 53242 – Stagebank Cottage (NT45SW 32.03)
A retrospective historic building survey was carried out
following the demolition of Stagebank Cottage. The building
was built in c1849 as a crossing keeper’s cottage on the
North British Railway’s Waverley Line. The cottage was then
a single-storey rectangular dwelling on a two-room plan.
This plan persisted until after the 1960s when it was then
modified with the addition of bedrooms, a bathroom and
large kitchen/day room, forming a much larger L-shaped
plan. The interior of the building was not recorded but, given
the scale of interior modernisation, it was deemed unlikely
that any period features survived.
NT 40356 54592 Heriot Station House and Post Office
(NT45SW 32.01) The station opened in 1848 and the house
was probably built the year before. It was later converted
into a domestic dwelling after the Waverley rail route closed
in 1969. The single-storey building consisted of an L-shaped
layout with nine rooms, including a kitchen, large living
room, hall, three bedrooms, bathroom, and utility room.
Period features were represented by three doors and panel
work around window reveals. The N elevation had evidence
of an earlier doorway in the form of blocking work. The
E elevation had been largely unaltered since it was built,
with the exception of a small porch over the door, which
had been removed following the renewal of the roof. The
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S elevation had evidence of a window insertion within an
earlier doorway. The W elevation contained the gable wall of
the S block which had a very ornate tri-partite window. The
rounded head of this window probably held the station clock.
Internal refurbishment to modern standards had removed all
but a few of the original 19th-century fixtures. A stripped pine
door leading to the utility room still had stencilling on it that
read First Class Waiting Rooms. The utility room was well lit
by two splayed windows and this would have been the first
class waiting rooms when the building was last used as the
station master’s house.
NT 42728 49793 The water tower and platform, surviving
components of the former Fountainhall Railway Station
(NT44NW 33.01), which once served the Edinburgh–Carlisle
main line (the Waverley Route) of the former North British
Railway. The station opened on 4 August 1848 and shut
in 1969 with the closure of the major part of the Waverley
Route. The water tower was situated on the W side of the up
platform and consisted of a stone-built structure. Historical
photographs show that a cast-iron water tank surmounted
the stone structure. This was removed along with a chimney
stack that was attached to the structure following the demise
of steam driven trains. The remains of the up platform
survived for a length of 125m and this was constructed of
brickwork that faced a bank of coal waste, which formed the
main body of the platform structure.
Watching briefs and evaluation
A watching brief and evaluation took place at the diversion
of the A7 (NT 39669 55820). The watching brief revealed a
single, undated ditch. No field boundaries are recorded at this
location on OS maps of the area, and it must be suspected
that this feature relates to a field boundary of medieval or
post-medieval date that had become defunct by the time that
the 1st Edition OS map was surveyed in the mid-19th century.
Fourteen trenches covering 485m2 were excavated as part of
the evaluation. No archaeological deposits or features were
recorded.
A watching brief was carried during the removal of the
topsoil from around the location of a ruined building. The
building appears on the 1st Edition OS map identified as the
ruins of Cuddyhall (NT 42600 49950). No remains of the
building or any other features or deposits of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: Scottish Borders HER
Funder: BAM Nuttal

Hobkirk
Kirkton, Near Hawick
Metal detector find
Alice Blackwell – National Museums Scotland
NT 57 14 A copper-alloy enamelled mount was found near
Kirkton during metal detecting. It is decorated with a single
colour of enamel, yellow, in champlevé cells arranged around
a cross motif. It has a single lug for attachment on the reverse.
Reported to Treasure Trove (TT114/15) and disclaimed

Hume
The Cottage, Hume
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 7045 4150 A 10% trial trenching evaluation was carried
out on 4 September 2015 in advance of a proposed housing
development E of The Cottage. The stone walls and brick
floor of a cottage, along with some 19th-century pottery and
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glass artefacts, were encountered during the evaluation,
corroborating OS map evidence of human activity from the
late 19th century.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Jim McMackin

Kelso
Kelso Abbey (Great Drain Project)
Geophysical survey
Peta Glew – Northlight Heritage
NT 729 336 A geophysical survey and community engagement
project was carried out, 14–18 October 2014, to investigate the
potential for archaeology within the Glebe Field, adjacent to
Kelso Abbey, and to engage local young people and members
of the Friends of Kelso Museum.
Geophysical survey was carried out over a 120m NW/
SE by 120m NE/SW area using resistivity and magnetic
gradiometers within 20 x 20m grids. A number of anomalies
are intriguingly aligned more or less on the same orientation
as medieval structures, which were excavated to the NE of
this area in the 1970s. This suggests that structures relating
to the abbey survive beneath the Glebe Field. It is also
possible that one anomaly that protrudes into the field may
represent part of the cloistral buildings themselves. A group
of anomalies aligned NE/SW may be a strong contender for
the abbey’s Great Drain.
An integral element of the project was a series of three
workshop-based interactions with members of the Rezz
Youth Club and members of the Friends of Kelso Museum,
some of whom also assisted with the geophysical survey.
Funder: Scottish Borders Council/Heritage Lottery Fund

The Old Manse, Abbey Road, Kelso
Watching brief
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 72908 33765 A watching brief was carried out on 5 May
2015 within the area of Kelso Abbey SAM (90177), during
ground reduction and the excavation of foundation trenches
NE of The Old Manse. The excavation recorded 0.15m of
topsoil overlying an older 0.15–0.70m deep soil deposit.
A mortar/rubble deposit plus several drains and 20th-century
services were recorded below the soil deposits in the area
adjacent to The Old Manse. These features were probably
related to an early 20th-century extension.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr and Mrs Nicol

Kirkhope
Ettrickbridge
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NT 41 25 Early Bronze Age decorated developed flat axe found
during metal detecting near Ettrickbridge. L:95.7mm. During
the later part of the Early Bronze Age, some bronze axeheads
were singled out for special treatment by being embellished
with ornamentation in various ways in order to create objects
that must have enjoyed a status well beyond that of everyday
tool. This specimen belongs to a type known as Bandon
axeheads, one of several varieties current during the period
from c1900-1700BC: they are characterised by their relatively
narrow butts and their straight, parallel or near parallel sides
which curve out above the blade to an expanded cutting edge.
Decoration of the faces is often rich and complex, and special
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attention is often given to the sides of the axe. While no two
axes are exactly alike, this axehead is typical of its class with
its punched ‘rain pattern’ decoration on the faces of the blade
and neatly cabled sides. Its present incomplete, corroded
condition belies the fact that this would originally have been
a significant prestige item.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 83/15), allocated to NMS
(accession number: X.DA 135)

Lilliesleaf
Muselie Drive, Lilliesleaf
Evaluation
Colm Moloney – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NT 53225 25041 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken,
24–25 March 2015, in advance of a proposed housing
development on land adjacent to Muselie Drive and on the N
side of the B6359. A total of 11 trial trenches were excavated
and a stone-lined drain and a number of linear features
associated with agriculture were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Murray and Burrell Ltd

Melrose
Broomilees Road
Metal detector survey
Leah Kyle – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 533 346 (centred on) A metal detector survey was carried
out on 23 October 2015 on land W and S of 10 Broomilees
Road in advance of proposed development work. No
significant artefacts were recovered from the area, which had
been contaminated by modern detritus and made ground
construction material.
Archive: HES (intended)
Funder: JS Crawford and Rural Renaissance Ltd

Early Bronze Age decorated developed flat axe found near
Ettrickbridge (Copyright NMS/T Cowie)

Lauder
St Leonards Farm, Lauder
Evaluation
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 555 457 An evaluation was undertaken in March 2015
in advance of the proposed construction of a house. Three
trenches were excavated covering >10% of the development
area. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Mr J Runciman

Thirlstane Castle, Lauder
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 55385 47902 An enhanced standing building survey was
carried out in April 2015 on a conservatory at Thirlstane
Castle. The conservatory was originally built between
1862 and 1898 as an orangery against the c1840s domestic
N wing. The building was highly stylised with Baronial
embellishments including arched-headed windows with an
ornate cornice topped with ball finials. An advanced twostage bell tower was situated on its W elevation. Internally,
the conservatory had been divided by a partition wall to form
a domestic and utility area. Two of its windows and door on
its E-facing elevation were blocked in c1980 when a lean-to
garage was added to the E side of the conservatory. The
garage was built of mono-blocks and faced externally with
blocks of whinstone topped with a sandstone cornice taken
down from the conservatory. The garage hid a blind window
of the 1840s period N wing.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Mr Maitland-Carew

Melrose Abbey
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5483 3417 A watching brief was undertaken, 17–24
November 2014, during excavations to locate the positions
of the original nave piers and their connecting walls ahead
of demarcation with wooden panelling held in place by
wooden stakes.
While excavating the shallow trenches for the N row of
piers, voided masonry in the shape of the piers and their
connecting walls was encountered at a depth of 70–200mm,
in context with modern glass and pottery. Excavations had
been carried out in the nave by the Ministry of Works in
the 1920s and the plan produced at that time bears little
resemblance to the masonry uncovered. The masonry was
cleaned and recorded. No further investigation took place as
it was considered most likely that the masonry encountered
was part of the 20th-century demarcation of the position of
the pier bases.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Equestrian Facility, Townhead Farm, Newstead
Evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 562 337 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out in
September 2015, in advance of development within an area
that was removed from the scheduled area of Newstead
Roman Fort in 2015. No finds, features or deposits were
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Townhead Farm

Roberton
Deanburnhaugh
Metal detector find
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Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 40 12 An Iron Age copper-alloy torc was found by
metal-detecting close to a later prehistoric settlement. The
find is in poor condition and full study has not yet been
possible, but it has a hoop of two or three twisted rods
and bulbous ring-shaped terminals which appear to be
cast in two halves and fitted separately. A fuller study is
in progress.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT174/14), allocated to National
Museums Scotland (accession number: X.FA 138)

Selkirk
Brown Moor Woodland Creation Scheme
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Andrew Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 45947 26087, NT 45840 24556 and NT 46856 25211 A deskbased assessment and walkover survey were undertaken on
20 August 2014 in advance of proposed woodland planting.
The assessment identified eight possible sites and four of
these were located during the walkover survey. An additional
three previously unknown sites were also recorded. Almost
without exception the seven sites related to the agricultural
and pastoral history of the area and the majority were deemed
to be of low significance. It was recommended that the two
sites identified as being of moderate importance are avoided
during the planting process, and thoroughly recorded if
planting is undertaken in these areas.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) and Scottish Borders HER (intended)
Funder: UPM Tilhill

Yarrow
Shootinglee
Excavation
Joyce Durham and Piers Dixon – Peeblesshire Archaeological
Society/Historic Environment Scotland
NT 31600 31400 (Canmore ID: 180363) An excavation
programme continued, 21 March 2015 – 28 November 2015,
at Shootinglee. The strategy was to complete the excavation

Trench under excavation at Shootinglee
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of the 17th-century building in Trench 2 to see if it was one
phase of construction and to extend Trench 1 to try and find
out the function of the paved area uncovered in the initial
excavation. Additional questions about the origins of the site
have arisen from the oven under the Building 1 that has been
radiocarbon dated to the later 15th or early 16th century, and
the pottery finds suggesting medieval occupation of the site.
With this in mind, it was decided to excavate the building at
the other end of the row of five buildings that make-up the
settlement, henceforward called Building 2, to see if it was
of earlier date, as it has a slightly different alignment to the
rest of the row. Several small trenches (Trenches 3-6) were
opened on the house platform due to the tree cover on the
site which inhibited the opening of a single open area.
Trench 1 was extended 4m to the SE, and 1m to the NE
and SW respectively. This revealed a paved floor c2.5m
across and a partly robbed stone wall along its SE edge,
parallel to that on the NW. This suggests an outbuilding
either used for storage such as a barn or, perhaps, a byre. A
piece of post-medieval slipware was found in the interstices
of the paving. The structure was built over a silty soil,
which was almost free of any finds, but included charcoal
fragments suggesting a cultivated soil and an occasional
medieval pot sherd.
In Trench 2, the remainder of the N wall of Building 1
was excavated, revealing that it abutted the revetment wall
along the back of the house-platform. The revetment wall
was itself coeval with the paving on the exterior to the N,
all of which suggests that the platform, N building wall and
external paving were part of the same period of construction,
even if there was a sequence in the order of construction. In
the N baulk section, what appeared to be paved stones on
an E/W alignment may be the wall of another structure that
lies outside the trench.
Four trenches were opened up to explore the house platform
at the N end of the row, Building 2. Only topsoil and tumble
were removed during this season. This revealed a building
of at least two phases. The main structure is rectangular and
measures c10m from N to S by 7.2m transversely over claybonded stone walls, 1.2–1.4m in thickness, still standing to
c1m in height at the N end. With most of the wall-face on
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the W side uncovered and most of the N wall, apart from a
baulk between Trenches 3 and 4, no entrance has yet been
found. Trench 5 was opened to examine a possible wall at
the S end, this showed that it was a slightly thinner wall,
c1.1m thick, but of similar construction. This wall is part
of a narrower structure that appears to be an extension to
Building 2, extending 5m from N to S by 6.2m in breadth
with a rounded external SE corner that postdates a cobbled
surface. Its E and W walls have been largely robbed of stone.
Both the interiors of the main structure and the outshot are
paved with flat stones, and there are traces of burning on
the paving beside the two end walls, suggesting fireplaces.
Partial robbing of the floor of the main building in Trench 3
revealed traces of an earlier phase of flooring. A Bellarmine
pot sherd, clay pipe and vessel glass suggest the building
was abandoned in the 17th or early 18th century. Trench 6,
designed to explore the join between the two structures,
shows a greater degree of robbing than at the N end, and an
E/W drain under the tumble which contained an unabraided
piece of well-fired late-medieval pottery in its upper fill.
The size and construction of the main part of Building 2
compares with peel houses like Kilnsike or Mervinslaw in
Southdean parish.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Scottish Borders Council
Website: www.peeblesarchsoc.org.uk
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Bressay
Cullingsburgh (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey, Cara Jones and Mhairi Maxwell – Glasgow School
of Art
HU 5209 4221 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March 2015. The
project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D digital data
of heritage sites that are of significance to the community
groups and which they wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with the Bressay History
Group, 8–9 October 2014, at the abandoned settlement
of Cullingsburgh (HU 5209 4221) to record a gravestone,
dedicated to a 17th-century shipwreck victim (Commander
Claes Jansen Bruyn), in the burial ground using Reflectance
Transformation Imaging (RTI) and to model a ruined manse
using photogrammetry.
Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Dunrossness
Cunningsburgh (Northern Picts Project)
Geophysical survey
Gordon Noble and Oskar Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
HU 4325 2779 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Shetland targeting sites that can help

contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
A geophysical survey was conducted, 9–11 May 2015, on a
small tidal stack and adjoining mainland at Cunningsburgh.
Mail Cemetery at Cunningsburgh is the findspot of a Pictish
symbol stone depicting a human/animal figure carrying
an axe-hammer, reminiscent of the Rhynie Man from
Aberdeenshire. The survey and evaluation were designed to
explore the nature of the findspot.
19th-century accounts suggest a broch may have been
located on a small tidal islet/stack by Mail Cemetery. Loose
stonework can be seen around the edges of the now tidal
island on which the possible broch sits. Geophysical survey
failed to reveal any further details of the structure, but a
spindle whorl was recovered from eroding deposits on the S
side of the rocky islet.
Further geophysical survey was carried out on the adjacent
mainland outside the S boundary wall of Mail Cemetery.
This revealed a small number of possible anomalies, but
few indications of definite archaeology. However, traces of
structures and midden material were found actively eroding
into the sea, in an eroding beach section by a small track
that passes by the cemetery on the S side. The remains
consisted of c2m of deposits with traces of stone walls and
layers of peat-ash and animal bone. Samples were taken on
the basal layers and revealed charred barley grains and Scots
pine, cherry and oak charcoal – the latter very unusual for a
Shetland context. A radiocarbon date on barley grains from
the basal layer produced the result of 690-890 cal AD (Poz74617 1215±30 bp). The finds suggest an important late
Pictish/Viking Age site at Cunningsburgh.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
association with the Tarbat Discovery

Cunningsburgh: Photograph showing the survey area with the
broch site centred

Northmavine
Beorgs of Uyea
Chance find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
HU 32 90 A broken roughout for an axehead, made from a
tabular chunk of riebeckite felsite, was found at the principal
extraction site for this rock type. The piece measures 155 x
80 x 36mm and has numerous flake scars, including a long,
irregular scar on one side where the roughing-out process had
led to too great a loss of stone for the axehead manufacture
to continue (info Alison Sheridan).
Claimed asTreasureTrove (TT 44/15), allocated to Shetland Museum
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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Sandsting
Vementry
Surface find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
HU 30 59 A possible coarse stone tool, consisting of a broken
elongated cobble of fine sandstone with batter marks at the
surviving end.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 45/15), allocated to Shetland
Museum

Tingwall
Burn of Pundvoe
Field visit
Stephen Jennings and Jenny Klimes – Archaeology Shetland
HU 39029 39319 A field visit on 13 June 2015 identified a
much degraded square enclosure, 15 x 13m, situated on
boggy ground with heather covering most of the stone while
bogland vegetation predominates around and inside the
enclosure. A 2m wide entrance faces NE.
Archive and report: Archaeology Shetland
Website: www.archaeologyshetland.org

Gremista Wind Farm
Survey
Sorina Spanou and Magnar Dalland – Headland
Archaeology Ltd
HU 463 455 A walkover survey was carried out, 20–23
November 2012, in advance of the construction of a wind
farm. A total of eight sites were recorded within the 100m
buffer zone around the wind turbines and associated
infrastructure. However, the sites lie outside the proposed
construction footprint. A peat coring survey carried out at the
same time recorded peat of variable depth (<0.1 – 2.75m)
across the development area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: SSE Renewables Developments Ltd

Looking NE, box with stone, Ness of Westshore
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Hill of Berry, Scalloway
Field visit
Stephen Jennings and Jenny Klimes – Archaeology Shetland
HU 39382 40047 A field visit on 13 June 2015 identified a
roundhouse measuring 10 x 8m with a 3 x 3m porch. The
stones used in the construction measured up to 0.75m in
diameter with smaller rubble and fill much in evidence.
There was a slight sign of an internal division, but this could
also be tumble. A small enclosure wall surrounds the site
between 15–20m from the roundhouse with larger field
walls, which are prehistoric in character, and most evident
100m NE. The majority of the area supports short grass
vegetation though the western edge of the site has given
way to heather growth.
Archive and report: Archaeology Shetland
Website: www.archaeologyshetland.org

Hill of Berry II
Field visit
Stephen Jennings and Jenny Klimes – Archaeology Shetland
HU 39690 40560 A field visit on 13 June 2015 identified a
roundhouse measuring c8.5 x 6.5m with a degraded c3 x
3m porch. The stones used in the construction measured
up to 0.75m but smaller stones predominated. Two small
clearance cairns were identified immediately S and SW of
the roundhouse, as well as enclosure walls. Short grasses
cover the eastern half of the structure but on the western
half heather covers much of the site. Larger field boundaries,
which are prehistoric in character, lie within 40m N and S of
the roundhouse, as well as enclosures and further field walls
40m to the W.
Archive and report: Archaeology Shetland
Website: www.archaeologyshetland.org

Ness of Westshore
Field visit
Stephen Jennings and Jenny Klimes – Archaeology Shetland
HU 38884 39266 A field visit on 13 June 2015 identified a 6.2 x
5.2m structure with double-sided walls (constructed of 0.5m
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and smaller diameter stones) which probably contained
a rubble core. This despite its small size is probably a
roundhouse. The structure has three ‘boxes’ associated with
it, but it is unclear if the ‘boxes’ and the roundhouse are
contemporary or if some disturbance of a later date is in
evidence. The NW (landward) facing box or possible porch
measures 5 x 3m. The second and more substantial box
measuring 3 x 2.2m extends directly off the SW and has a
0.5m stone in the middle which may have stood upright.
The stones at this location measure 0.5–0.75m in diameter.
The third box lies 2m N of the structure and measures 2.2 x
2.2m. A further structure of indeterminate nature lies 20m E.
A well-defined wall curls off the NE corner of the structure.
Further field walls extend to the N before curving W, while
possible associated field walls exist to the S and NW.
Archive and report: Archaeology Shetland
Website: www.archaeologyshetland.org

Pund Voe
Field visit and evaluation
Stephen Jennings and Jenny Klimes – Archaeology Shetland
HU 38873 39094 A field visit on 13 June 2015 identified
what appears to be a roundhouse. The structure measures
c8.5 x 7.0m with a N-facing (landward) entrance, including
a possible porch structure measuring 3 x 3m. The remains of
the structure, which is completely underwater except during
very low tides, consists of a single layer of 0.5–0.75m diameter
stones. An arc of similar stone appears to project from the E
side of the structure and a field wall runs behind it, which
may connect to a wall and enclosure spanning the Point of
the Pund. There is a possible second structure/enclosure 10m
NW but definition is difficult. There are further field walls
80m N which are of similar prehistoric appearance.
Archive and report: Archaeology Shetland
Website: www.archaeologyshetland.org

Shalder’s Ayre
Field visit
Stephen Jennings and Jenny Klimes – Archaeology Shetland

HU 39039 39844 A field visit on 13 June 2015 identified an
enclosure measuring 8.5 x 7.5m, a probable roundhouse
reused as an enclosure at a later date. The double-sided walls,
which have a rubble core, still stand on average to 1–1.5m
with the lowest 0.5–1.0m appearing to be undisturbed. The
base of the walls measured 0.75-1.0m, while the tops of
the walls measured 0.5m in width, with base stones up to
0.5m in diameter. The western corner near an entrance has
been rebuilt creating a more squared-off corner, while the
entrance has been knocked clear. A small internal structure
is modern is date. Several prehistoric walls surround the
structure including an outer enclosure wall and multiple
field divisions, most of which appear to be contemporary
by type and condition, though a short-lived nearby croft
abandoned in the 19th century may have reused both the
walls and roundhouse.
Archive and report: Archaeology Shetland
Website: www.archaeologyshetland.org

Unst
Uyea Chapel
Building analysis
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
HU 60820 98520 As part of ongoing PhD research the
upstanding remains of the medieval and later chapel on
Uyea (Canmore ID: 1416) were analysed and recorded
over two days, during which the building was re-phased
on the basis of surviving masonry and mortars. Significant
discoveries included a basal stone from the internal N wall
of the chancel which survives, in situ, protruding from the
E wall of the upstanding cell. This confirms the building is
bicameral, and indicates the probable dimensions of the lost
chancel, and allows the confident inclusion of this building
within the Late Norse bicameral corpus of the region.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Schools of Archaeology and Geosciences, University of
Edinburgh

View facing W, Shalder’s Ayre
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Walls and Sandness
North House, Papa Stour
Evaluation
Nick Card and Richard Barton – Orkney Research Centre for
Archaeology
HU 18505 60442 An evaluation was carried out, 8–12 July
2015, to investigate potential features of archaeological
interest identified by means of multi-spectral satellite imaging,
undertaken for a BBC One/PBS America documentary.
The site is located on the SE side of Housa Voe and records
indicate that there is a subterranean passage structure or
souterrain in close proximity to North House (HU16SE 4).
There have been numerous chance finds of Iron Age, Viking,
Norse and post-medieval artefacts during landscaping and
gardening at the site.
Three potential features were identified from the analysis
of multi-spectral satellite images by Dr Parcak. An evaluation
by means of excavation was undertaken and five trenches
were opened over the three features selected for investigation.
Trenches 1 and 2 were positioned over ‘Feature A’ which
represented a strong linear feature in the satellite imaging.
Trench 1 encountered very well constructed dry stone which
appears to represent a substantial building. Successive paved
floor surfaces were dated by means of the ceramic assemblage to
the 17th century. The primary deposits were not reached during
this investigation, though the presence of a faceted carnelian
bead directly comparable to finds from Kaupang in Norway from
deposits sealed by a paved surface gives a terminus post quem
of c9th-century date. Trench 2 was also situated over Feature A
and encountered less formal dry stone structural features and
further finds of 17th-century pottery as well as worked steatite,
suggesting possible Viking or Norse domestic activity.
Trenches 3 and 5 were placed over Feature B, which
represented a series of curving features in the multi-spectral
satellite imaging. Trench 3 encountered midden and deep
soil deposits, which were dated by the ceramic assemblage
and clay pipe stems to the 19th century. A layer of rubble
was encountered at a depth of over 1.5m, though it was not
possible within the scope of works to investigate this deposit.
Trench 5 encountered structural remains associated with
the late 19th- and early 20th-century croft.
Trench 4 was located over Feature C which was defined
as a faint linear feature in the multi spectral satellite
imaging within an area of crofting period field boundaries
and cultivation terraces. The excavations encountered an
arrangement of boulders forming a wall which may represent
a prehistoric land division.
This evaluation has identified that there is excellent
preservation of archaeological structures at North House
including potential for prehistoric, Viking, Norse, medieval,
Hanseatic, post-medieval and crofting period remains.
The carnelian bead is clearly a high status object and an
extremely rare find for Shetland. The multi-spectral satellite
imaging has been shown to be highly effective and there is
great potential for the use of this technique to complement
more traditional means of prospection and site assessment.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: BBC Television

SOUTH AYRSHIRE
Ayr
Ayr Academy
Excavation
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Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 3509 2156 (centred on) An 8% evaluation and subsequent
excavation were undertaken, 20 April – 17 July 2015, of a
21.5ha area prior to construction of a new school. The work
recorded c115 discrete pits, 36 postholes, 22 fire pits and 8
associated pits, 3 linear ditches, and a few cultivation plough
marks and linear drains. Prehistoric ceramic and lithics found
in some of the pits have been provisionally dated to the Early
Neolithic/Bronze Age.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Kier Construction

Corton
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 35490 17907 An evaluation was undertaken, 24 November
– 2 December 2014, in advance of a residential development.
A total of 70 trenches were excavated, covering 5% of
development areas C and D. The only features recorded were
agricultural furrows and field drains.
NS 34898 18274 An evaluation was carried out, 25 June
– 26 July 2015, of a plot of land to the NE of the junction
where the A77 and A79 meet, and an area directly across the
A77, which had been excluded from a previous evaluation
due to the presence of otters. A total of eight trenches,
covering 730m2, were excavated but no finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
The railway embankment next to the road junction was
also recorded where it had been previously disturbed and
partly excavated. The embankment consists of over 3m
of orange clay and stone, and contains ceramic tile field
drainage throughout. The clay has then been overlain by up
to 1m of imported topsoil with an abundance of trees and
bushes growing over the entire structure.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Geddes Consulting

Laigh Corton Farm and High Corton Farm
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 35216 17883 (Laigh Corton) and NS 35647 17789 (High
Corton) A standing building survey and evaluation were
undertaken, 21 November 2014, of the farms of Laigh Corton
and High Corton to the SE of Ayr, prior to their demolition.
Both farms were built in the mid-18th century, but they had
been substantially altered from their original form. A total of
70 trial trenches were excavated, covering 5% of development
areas C and D, which recorded a few agricultural furrows and
field drains.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: LXB RP (Ayr BP) Ltd

Barr
Bencallen Chambered Cairn
Laser scan survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 3378 9440 A laser scan survey of the Bargrennan type
chambered cairn of Bencallen was undertaken on 16 February
2015 for conservation management purposes. The survey was
undertaken using a Trimble FX laser scanner, and a detailed
descriptive report and photographic record compiled.
At Bencallen are the remains of a chambered cairn,
surviving as an orthostatic chamber capped with large
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boulder slabs. The chamber is very massively built,
making use of orthostatic slabs up to 1.3m in height and
1.5m in length. There are four orthostats forming the
chamber, the NE of which has collapsed inwards. The
chamber is capped directly onto the side slabs using a
massive angular boulder measuring 1.5m across and 1m
thick; the northernmost cap stone is smaller, measuring
0.8m across. A single septal stone separates the chamber
into two compartments.
RCAHMS suggest that the chamber was entered from
the N, though this is not certain and the original layout of
the cairn is unclear. A line of very large orthostatic slabs
leads away from the middle of the chamber to the E; the
purpose of these is not clear. It is possible that they represent
the remains of a second chamber, backing onto the main
chamber described above. In such an arrangement, the two
large slabs immediately to the S of this orthostatic line might
represent the ruinous remains of the S side of the second
chamber, or the capping lintels thereof. However, this would
be an unusual arrangement, and an alternative possibility is
that these large slabs are related to the facing of the façade
of the cairn. The difficulty with this arrangement is that the
façade would then be located midway along the length of
the main chamber, an arrangement which might imply that
the chamber itself was of multi-phase construction, with the
southernmost slabs added later. Unfortunately, excavation
would be required to clarify the relationship between the
orthostats and the main chamber.
Little remains of the cairn body, other than a small mound
of rubble that surrounds the main chamber. The walling of
the sheepfold overlies the chamber, forming an arc that joins
the main compartment to the S. The sheepfold itself is of
relatively recent date, and in places makes use of very large

boulders that seem likely to have originated in the cairn.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Colmonell
Main Street, Colmonell
Evaluation
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NX 150 860 An evaluation was carried out, 2 September
2015, in advance of a proposed housing development.
The evaluation consisted of the excavation six trenches
covering 8% (4035m²) of the area. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Hope Homes

Girvan
Curragh, Girvan (Phase 2)
Excavation
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 2048 0144 Topsoil stripping of 630000m2 was carried
out, 8 September – 12 December 2014, prior to development
work at Curragh. Phase 1 of work on an area adjacent to
this one in 2012 had produced Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron
Age and medieval dates within a fairly restricted area.
The work in Phase 2 revealed the southern section of a
previously excavated Iron Age enclosure, a burnt mound
deposit within a possible trough and related features,
a sub-angular alignment of 23 large pits and a further

The Bencallen Cairn boasts an impressive capstone over its rectangular chamber. This orthographic view of laser scanned point cloud
shows the chamber in elevation (Copyright AOC Archaeology Group/FCS) (see page 160)
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linear alignment of 7 pits, a ring-groove structure with
internal features, and additionally a wide range of further
pits, posthole and spread features representing various
concentrations of activity, some of which is potentially
structural. The features appeared to be mostly settlement
or domestic in nature, with the possible exception of the
larger pit alignment, and probably represent more than
one phase of use across distinct areas. The material culture
assemblage was relatively small and mostly comprised of
flints and several sherds of prehistoric ceramic.

revealed, together with associated pits and postholes. Small
finds associated with these features included a gun flint and
Scottish reduced ware ceramics.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mactaggart and Mickel Homes Ltd

Straiton

Ladywell
Excavation
Kevin Mooney and John Atkinson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 2055 0029 An excavation was carried out, 28 October –
4 November 2013, on arable land prior to development work.
The work focused on features located during evaluation
trenching of the area (DES 2013, 117), specifically a 20 x 20m
area around a hearth feature, from which a possible microlith
was recovered.

Craig Farm, Newton Stewart Road, Straiton
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 401 031 – NS 386 029 A watching brief was undertaken,
4 August – 13 October 2014, on work associated with
the construction of a mini hydro-electric scheme. The
excavations mainly revealed undisturbed ground, with a silt
or loamy topsoil overlying either a clayey or silty subsoil,
and occasional areas of peat or gravels. A field bank and
a possible pit were noted in the construction area and two
possible burnt mounds were observed close to the pipeline
route. The presence of the burnt mounds indicates human
activity in the area which predates the known Iron Age
fortifications and possible roundhouse.

Kirkmichael

Symington

Loch Spallander
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 37475 08905 A watching brief was undertaken, November
2014 – February 2015, during construction work associated
with a new hydro-electric scheme at Loch Spallander. The
work on the site of a new turbine house and the pipeline that
connected the turbine house to the Loch Spallander Reservoir
recorded no finds or features of archaeological significance.

Townend Brae, Symington
Evaluation
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 38000 31500 An evaluation was carried out, 26 October –
4 November 2015, in advance of a proposed development. An
8% (2760m) evaluation of the 69000m2 area was planned;
however, this reduced due to the presence of services and
an attenuation pond. A total of 37 trenches covering 1811
linear metres were excavated, but no finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: William Grant and Sons Distillers Ltd

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Barr Construction on behalf of William Grant and Sons
Distillers Ltd

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish Water

Maybole
Greenan
Evaluation and excavation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 3140 1877 A further programme of work was undertaken
8 May – 14 August 2015, on the site of a proposed
residential development. The work consisted of monitored
topsoil stripping and a subsequent excavation. This was a
continuation of the topsoil stripping (Phase 1) initiated in
2012 (DES 2012, 171) and focused on the western end of
the site.
A series of archaeological works has been ongoing at the
development site since 2001. During this time a significant
number of structures, features and artefacts have been
uncovered relating to archaeological activity ranging from the
Mesolithic to the medieval/post-medieval periods. The work
in 2015 revealed several prehistoric structures including three
hut circles of Mesolithic date, a Late Bronze Age ring-groove
roundhouse, a post-ring roundhouse and two further post
rings all of late prehistoric date. In addition numerous other
pit and posthole features were recorded. Large associated
assemblages of lithics and decorated and undecorated
prehistoric ceramics were recovered. In addition, numerous
boundary ditches of probable post-medieval date were
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Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: WoSAS
Funder: Highland Eco Design Ltd

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mactaggart and Mickel Homes Ltd
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Avondale
Colinhill, Strathaven
Evaluation and excavation
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 690 442 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 20 April – 25 August 2015, in advance of
proposed development. An 8% evaluation recorded various
features of archaeological significance, including two
prehistoric roundhouse structures on the lower plateau to
the NW and a series of large pits on the upper plateau near
the former Maggieshill Farmstead. Clusters of Neolithic
and Bronze Age pits were also revealed and have been
provisionally dated by the ceramics recovered from feature
fills. All features were fully excavated and recorded, and a
range of material recovered including prehistoric ceramic
and lithic including pitchstone, as well as later medieval
ceramic from the upper area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes
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Biggar
Biggar Common East Long Cairn
Evaluation and survey
Margaret Brown, Brenda Dreghorn, David Drury, Bill Glass,
Jim Ness, David Paterson and Paul Gannon – Biggar
Archaeology Group
NT 02983 39620 (centred on) A long cairn measuring c35 x
15m with a 35m extension to the W and a maximum height
of c1.5m was discovered during fieldwalking in 1993. There
are numerous linear and circular scoops within and on the
edge of the cairn which detract from its homogeneity. The
cairn is mostly grass covered with a few rounded cobbles and
boulders exposed.
A programme of work was undertaken at the site from
24 August – 12 October 2014. The whole site was scanned
extensively by using a metal detector but no finds were
discovered. Two trenches were dug, Trench 1, A–B, along
the narrow axis at its highest point and Trench 2, C–D, at the
eastern end parallel to the long axis. This trench encroaches
upon the northern edge of a grass covered (medieval) earth
bank enclosure.
Trench 1 measured 7.5 x 1m with a 0.5m baulk left at the
centre. A shallow turf (c100mm) was removed. Apart from
a few surface stones the bulk of the contents consisted of
angular rocks ranging from c100–300mm in diameter. The
rocks were compacted near the surface but after this layer
was removed the loose structure contained many cavities
which continued to the foot of the trench. An old ground
surface was reached at 1.5m in the centre and immediately
beneath the turf at the ends of the trench. A thin (c10mm)
layer of black, granular peat was recorded at a depth of
c200mm. This peat horizon extended the full length of
the trench. A few fragments of timber were recorded near
the base of the trench. Exposure of the old ground surface
revealed an homogenous light brown medium containing
rounded stones which extended along the full length of the
trench.

Excavation of Trench 1 in progress, Biggar Common
Trench 2 measured 6 x 1m. It crossed a break of slope and
rose to the top of a c1.5m high bank. After the removal of the
150mm turf a matrix of angular and rounded cobbles was
revealed (90% angular). This matrix was more consolidated
than in Trench 1 but was only c300mm deep. The old
ground surface sloped upwards towards the top of the bank
at the end of the trench (D). The old ground surface was
an homogenous light brown medium containing rounded
stones.
The fact that the cairn is almost totally composed of sharp,
angular rocks suggests that it is a man-made feature. There is

no solid geology beneath the cairn from which a weathered
parent material could accumulate nor is there an overbearing
rock exposure from which scree could have tumbled. The
almost total absence of rounded or sub-angular media
initially suggested that the cairn was not the product of field
clearance. However, the ploughing of the adjacent field in
2015 revealed a wide scattering of angular rocks, very similar
to the cairn content, from which the material could have
been gathered. The discovery of the timber fragments adds
to the evidence that this is a man-made feature. The rising
slope at Trench 2 suggests that the western accumulation of
the cairn material is against a natural mound.
Archive and report: Biggar and Upper Clydesdale Museum
Funder: Biggar Archaeology Group

Bothwell
Bothwell Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NS 68834 59340 A geophysical survey was undertaken, 3–12
April 2015, as part of wider archaeological investigations of
the site. A gradiometer survey was undertaken over the outer
park area and over all available areas within the Property in
Care (PIC) boundary. A resistance survey was carried out over
all available areas within the PIC boundary and within four
sample blocks in the outer park. A ground penetrating radar
(GPR) survey was undertaken within the inner courtyard and
limited areas to the N of the castle.
Although the gradiometer survey was severely affected by
magnetic disturbance due to modern paths, fences etc, the
data from the PIC area to the N of the castle suggest areas of
possible ‘settlement’. The resistance survey detected a wealth
of anomalies across the PIC area. The outer park area is
dominated by extensive drainage with numerous alignments
and phases of drainage having been detected. Within the PIC
area, adjacent to the castle, the resistance data suggest the
potential for extensive buried remains associated with the
outer courtyard of the castle. Although anomalies possibly
indicating the extent of the south range within the inner
courtyard have been detected, interpretation is cautious
due to numerous drains within the area. The GPR survey
within the inner courtyard is dominated by responses from
drains although anomalies potentially associated with the
south range, complementing the resistance survey results,
were also been detected. Although the GPR survey to the
N of the Castle is dominated by responses from modern
paths, several anomalies and areas of increased response
have been detected which correlate well with the resistance
survey thereby supporting interpretation of the potential for
extensive buried archaeological remains in this area.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Historic Scotland

Bothwell Castle
Excavation
Gordon Ewart and Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 688 593 Following an extensive geophysical survey across
the site and immediate environs in early 2015 (see entry
above), a series of five trenches (numbered 1, 3, 5, 6, and 7)
were excavated in and around Bothwell Castle, 16 June –
26 June, 2015. Trenches 1 and 3 were located within the
courtyard/inner ward; Trenches 6 and 7 were excavated
within the outer ward; and Trench 5 was excavated over the
castle rock, immediately to the SW of the donjon.
In Trenches 1 and 3 there was evidence of re-deposited
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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Plan of Bothwell Castle excavation (see page 163)
clays both extending and raising the level of the natural
promontory overlooking the Clyde, to create the inner ward
in the late-13th century. Evidence was also revealed of the
clearance and robbing of inner ward structures during the
late-17th century and the truncation of the artificial terrace
defining the inner ward. This was then landscaped by
further re-deposited clays in order to accommodate garden
features (beds and paths) defining an elaborate courtyard
garden from the early-18th century – mid-19th century.
Finally, the excavation revealed evidence of the strippingout of the courtyard garden, re-turfing and new drainage
installation during the mid-to-late 20th century.
The work undertaken in Trenches 1 and 3 revealed
that successive periods of landscaping have effectively
removed almost all evidence of occupation and layout of
the medieval courtyard structures originating from the
13th – mid-16th century. Significant evidence survives of
the 18th – 19th-century courtyard garden.
In Trench 5, evidence was revealed of the clearance of a
level surface at the base of an upper rocky terrace defining
the natural promontory overlooking the river. This was
subsequently infilled with demolition debris, and levelled
over the cleared terrace below. This probably occurred at
some time from the 18th century – mid-19th century. During
the mid-19th century a path was created over the earlier
levelling.
In Trenches 6 and 7 there was evidence of the
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establishment of the late-13th-century northern defences;
these would probably have consisted of stone mural towers
with a gatehouse linked by redeposited natural clay and
turf, laid over the line of the unfinished stone curtain wall
foundations. Excavation further revealed that the 13thcentury outer defences were truncated and levelled, then
sealed by a second earthwork along the N side of the new
rectangular stone castle enclosure (late 15th century – early
16th century). The final sequence of activity identified,
involved the levelling and landscaping of all the residual
defensive features (late 17th century – early 18th century).
The results of the fieldwork can be described in terms
of four historical periods, variously affecting three areas
of the castle – the courtyard/inner ward, the northern
defences and the S (river) side of the castle.
The first of these, Period I, saw the establishment, at
the end of the 13th century, of an enclosure castle of two
principal wards. Only the inner ward with its donjon, was
completed in stone. The outer ward with its curtain wall
was probably completed in timber and earth, using clay
and turf as a base between the upstanding stone towers
and gateway.
Period II, from the late-14th century – late-15th century,
saw the development of a complex fortification surrounding
a stone rectangular castle. It was characterised by the
clearance of the N curtain wall and levelling of residual
defences (N gate and mural towers); the creation of possible
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artillery earthworks: clay and turf terraces creating a
forework along the N face of the stone castle; the widening
of the 13th-century (northern) outer ditch; and, the possible
backfill of an inner ditch along the line of the N wall of the
stone castle.
Period III, from the late-17th century – early-18th century,
saw the clearance of the interior of the castle courtyard,
and the robbing of the SE tower to create a romantic, rustic
compartment defined by the ruined masonry, within an
extensive wooded garden/plantation. All N and S courtyard
ranges were robbed-out completely and open spaces
created; there was landscaping across the courtyard, defined
to the W by the residual ditch (W of the donjon), within the
courtyard; a possible parterre was laid out with paths and
beds across most of the courtyard area; and, the artillery
forework to the N was softened and augmented with new
terracing to the W, to create an E/W aligned vista, with new
plantation to the N.
The final period ascribed, Period IV, of the mid-19th century,
saw the creation of an informal landscape with increasingly
ornamented/rusticated courtyard gardens and rides. New
garden soils were laid over the parterre; informal planting
was carried out around the E, W and S sides of the castle;
and, paths and rides were established around the castle and
a substantial terrace created above the river, with exotic
specimen planting.
Further minor excavations were undertaken at Bothwell
Castle, 29 June – 2 July 2015, ahead of the replacement of
a staircase leading up to the Great Hall (NS 6882 5934),
and the installation of an access ramp into the donjon (NS
6878 5935). Most deposits seen appeared to be associated
with relatively recently-imported levelling material or
interventions resulting from modern structures. There were
some areas where earlier deposits were seen, undisturbed
by modern activity, but there were no finds or features of
archaeological significance during this work.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Cambuslang
Hallside Farm, Cambuslang
Standing building survey and evaluation
Kevin Mooney and Fiona Jackson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 66872 59872 A standing building survey and evaluation
were undertaken, 9–10 February 2015, in advance of a
proposed development. The trial trenching covered 7.3%
of the 21932m2 area. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded. A Level 2 building survey was
undertaken of the existing earlier farmhouse and courtyard
steading and associated buildings. In addition a Level 1
building survey was undertaken on the existing 20th-century
buildings on site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Bellway Homes

Langlea Road, Cambuslang
Evaluation
Colm Moloney – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NS 63130 59790 An evaluation was carried out on 31 March
2015 in advance of a proposed housing development. The
excavation of eight trial trenches recorded no finds or features
of archaeological significance.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Keepmoat Ltd

Carnwath
Muirhall South Wind Farm
Watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 016 514 A programme of work was undertaken, September
– October 2015, during the construction of three wind
turbines as an extension of Muirhall Wind Farm. Several
known archaeological sites were demarcated where groundbreaking work was in close proximity to archaeological
features. A number of small cairns were discovered close to
the postulated route of an access track; this track was altered
to avoid damaging the cairns.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and SMR
Funder: Muirhall Energy Ltd

Covington and Thankerton
Loanfoot, Station Road, Thankerton
Standing building recording and evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 97450 38176 A programme of work was carried out, 4–5
August 2015, in advance of proposed development. The
historic building survey indicated that the building to be
demolished originally comprised a low gabled stone structure
probably dating to c1800s, which consisted of a dwelling with
a store/outbuilding attached to the NNW end. The building
was subsequently added to and heightened using bricks by
the mid-1800s, and by 1910 the structure at the NNW end
had been removed and a new structure built in the location
of the current house.
The evaluation trenches indicated a fair amount of
disturbance within Trenches 1 and 10, which were both
located close to the building to be demolished. The features
that were recorded in these two trenches included: two
very truncated possible postholes; the remains of the end
wall from the store/outbuilding and a fairly modern small
sunken square feature, which may have been a butter store.
A possible fairly ephemeral posthole was recorded in Trench
5, as well as a pit or posthole in Trench 9, and slight remains
of rig and furrow in Trench 6.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: WoSAS
Funder: BHC Ltd

Crawfordjohn
Abington Primary School
Watching brief
John Gooder – ACCESS Archaeological Condition Services
NS 93120 23670 A watching brief was undertaken, 24–27 June
2015, during groundwork associated with the construction of
a new primary school. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: South Lanarkshire Council

Dalserf
Whitehill Farm, Larkhall
Watching brief
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 77798 45428 A watching brief was undertaken, 14 May
2015, during ground-breaking work associated with the
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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construction of a single wind turbine. AOC archaeology was
not informed of the commencement of work on site until
the access track and crane base had been excavated, filled
with hardcore and compacted. A site visit was undertaken
to review the work. There was no sign of any disturbed
archaeological features or deposits. However, this is no
indication that archaeological remains had not been present.
A subsequent visit was made to supervise the topsoil strip for
the construction of the turbine base. A natural stratigraphy of
thick topsoil overlying natural boulder clay was recorded, but
there were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: HES (intended)
Funder: PRE (Whitehill) Limited

Douglas
Andershaw Wind Farm, near Crawfordjohn
Walkover survey
Mhairi Hastie – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 85598 26901 A walkover survey was carried out in August
2015 following woodland felling and prior to construction
of a wind farm. A total of four sites were identified and
demarcated with a 10m buffer zone. Durable fencing will be
placed around each of the sites to prevent damage to the
sites. The upstanding remains of an enclosure will not be
affected by the construction work.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Andershaw Wind Power Ltd

Galawhistle Wind Farm
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby and Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 76538 31098 (centred on) A programme of watching briefs
was undertaken, January 2014 – August 2015, during ground
investigation work associated with the proposed construction
of a wind farm. The area contains a number of upstanding
archaeological features including a 19th-century branch-line
railway, a hollow-way earthwork, and a plantation enclosure.
Test pitting identified evidence of agricultural drainage
associated with land improvement, but no finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: RPS Planning and Development per Infinis

Middle Muir Wind Farm
Watching brief
Kenneth Green – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 860 262 A watching brief was undertaken, 2–3 November
2015, during the excavation of nine test pits prior to
the construction of a wind farm. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Banks Renewables Ltd

East Kilbride
Calderglen Country Park
Evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 65406 52797 An evaluation was carried out, 23–29
April 2015, in advance of the proposed development of a
new play area at Calderglen Country Park. The trial trench
evaluation sampled 7.6% (696m²) of the area available for
evaluation. The work recorded a previously unknown linear
sandstone path associated with the designed landscape at
Torrance House. No datable material was recovered from the
path although cartographic sources suggest that it probably
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dates to the mid-late 19th century and was part of the formal
parkland layout during this period.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: South Lanarkshire Council

Peel Road, Thorntonhall
Evaluation
Dawn Ferry – Northlight Heritage
NS 5870 5550 An evaluation was undertaken, 9–10 February
2015, in advance of a proposed residential development. A
series of 59 trial trenches were excavated over the area but no
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Hamilton
Annsfield Farm, Hamilton
Evaluation
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 71263 52756 An evaluation was undertaken in October
2015 in advance of a proposed housing development. An 8%
evaluation of the 32000m2 area was required; however, the
presence of live services, standing buildings and a protected
badger set reduced the assessed area to 1600m². The machine
excavation of 17 linear trenches revealed a post-medieval pit
and a 19th-century brick waste tank.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Taylor Wimpey West Scotland Ltd

Lanark
Hyndford Quarry
Watching brief
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 89864 41190 A watching brief was undertaken, 26 March
and 22 October 2015, during topsoil stripping undertaken in
relation to the Renewal of Old Mineral Permission (ROMP) at
Hyndford Quarry. The work covered two areas of undulating
open farmland to the immediate S and SW of the existing
quarry face.
Previous work had found three small pits containing
Bronze Age Beaker pottery at the base of a small hollow.
However, no finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded during this phase of work.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Cemex UK Materials Ltd

Langloch Farm, Lanark
Desk-based assessment, standing building recording and
evaluation
Edward Bailey and Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 9078 4215 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 17–18 June 2014, in advance of proposed
development work. The area was considered to have some
potential for early historic, medieval and post-medieval
remains due to its topography and historic land use as a
bleaching field. The building assessment identified several
phases of construction on a farmstead which seems to be
18th-century in origin. The evaluation identified a number
of possible pits and linear features that may predate the
farmstead, although no datable material was recovered.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Clydesdale Community Initiative
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Langloch Farm, Lanark
Evaluation and watching brief
Edward Bailey and Magnar Dalland – Headland
Archaeology Ltd
NS 9078 4215 A programme of archaeological work is
being undertaken at Langloch Farm in advance and during
redevelopment of the area. A desk-based assessment,
building recording and evaluation have been undertaken.
An evaluation and watching brief were undertaken, 12–25
August 2014.
The evaluation identified a number of possible pits and
linear features which may predate the farmstead. The
watching brief was carried during the stripping of two areas
to the W and S of the farmstead. A small group of pits were
uncovered in the area to the S, one of which contained stone
packing surrounding the void of a large post. The nature
of the fill in all of the pits recorded in this area suggests
that they might be prehistoric in date. Two stone structures
were uncovered in the area to the W. One was a large
rectangular cobbled area that was sitting in a shallow cut
into natural and framed to the N and S by insubstantial,
partly mortared, stone walls. The other was the W part of a
stone-built building protruding from the eastern side of the
stripped area. Cartographic evidence indicates that both of
these structures can be dated to the second half of the 19th
century. A number of parallel gullies were recorded running
roughly E/W parallel to the cobbled structure. Their location
and alignment suggest they are roughly contemporary with
the 19th-century stone structures.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Clydesdale Community Initiative

Larkhall
Larkhall Academy, Larkhall
Evaluation
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 76195 50753 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
5–7 May 2015, in advance of a proposed 48 plot housing
development on a grass park adjacent to Larkhall Academy.
The evaluation was significantly reduced from the planned
8% (1440m²) assessment due to the presence of public paths,
steep slopes, and buried services. The work established that
the entire area had been significantly altered in modern times
and the field farthest from the academy was found to contain
a deep deposit of 19th- and 20th-century rubbish, suggesting
that the area had been used as a town dump prior to its
conversion to a park.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Lovell Partnerships

Lesmahagow
Aidrie-End Farm, Auchrobert Hill
Standing building survey and evaluation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 76024 39251 A historic building survey and evaluation
was undertaken of Airdrie-End Farm, in advance of its
demolition and the construction of a wind farm. The
buildings were completely ruinous, with a partially collapsed
and removed roof. The farm was originally built 1773–1816
and consisted of an L-shaped steading with its longer wing
(a later addition) to the NW side and a small bank forming
an enclosure to the SW. Historical maps indicated that there
were additional buildings, probably barns, to the E side of
the site, although the evaluation which targeted this location

only found a small drain and soakaway, and a number of
sherds of 19th-century pottery.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd

Birkwood House, Lesmahagow
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 8115 3928 An evaluation was undertaken on 20 October
2015 in advance of a change of use and listed building
consent at Birkwood House. The planned evaluation was
reduced from 500m2 to 120m2 due to the presence of mature
trees and live services. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: G Taylor Design

Marshill Farm, Draffan
Watching brief
Beth Spence and Dougie Allan – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 7892 4539 A watching brief was carried out, 14 January
– 28 April 2015, at two locations during ground-breaking
work associated with the construction of two wind turbines,
including the creation of access roads, service trenches, crane
pads and turbine bases. The removal of topsoil revealed two
features: a small charcoal-rich posthole with the post burnt
in situ, and a further pit or possible posthole. These isolated
features contained no artefacts and are of indeterminate date
and function.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Muirhouse and Nethertown Farms, Auchenheath
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 81953 42722 A watching brief was undertaken, 11–12
August 2014, during topsoil stripping during the excavation
of an access road and two turbine bases. Minor elements of
land improvement in the form of rubble, ceramic tile field
drains along with sherds of modern pottery were visible
across parts of the site, but no significant archaeological
features were encountered.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Constantine Wind Energy

Old Brae, Lesmahagow
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 81245 39744 A watching brief was undertaken on 3 June
2015 during ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of a house at 7 Old Brae. The plot is located on
a relatively steep N/S slope and showed signs of previous
truncation and landscaping. The work recorded a very thin
rubble-filled topsoil directly overlying natural clay subsoil.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Graham Gormley

Rutherglen
Rutherglen
Watching brief
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
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NS 61806 61974 The Rutherglen Low Carbon Zone project
consisted of a desk-based assessment followed by three
individual, yet overlapping projects, which were undertaken,
9 September 2013 – 1 April 2014, in advance of the
construction of a low carbon office in Rutherglen.
A watching brief was carried out during site clearance
and construction of infrastructure consisting of roads and
drainage. The work recorded the remains of one E/W
orientated 19th-century wall foundation in the SW part of
the development area, and a large pottery dump along the
S and E edge of the development area. The remainder of
the site revealed made ground and general disturbance. An
assemblage of late 19th- and early 20th-century pottery was
recovered for potential further analysis.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Clyde Gateway

Stonehouse
Glebe Cemetery, Stonehouse
Evaluation
Maureen Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 74887 46945 A 7% (369m2) evaluation was carried out,
21–22 January 2015, in advance of the proposed extension
to a cemetery. The excavation of 7 trial trenches across the
4400m2 area recorded one pit containing possible industrial
processing waste and three linear features of unknown date
and function.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: South Lanarkshire Council

Wiston and Roberton
Devonshaw, Millrig Road, Wiston
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 9587 3178 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
20–22 October 2014, on land next to Devonshaw, Millrig
Road, in advance of a proposed housing development. In
general the 15 evaluation trenches revealed that the area
consisted of fairly sterile ground. The majority of trenches
located in the central area of the slope exhibited a depth
of deposits which extended to 2.9m at most and appeared
to be made up of more than one stratigraphic layer of
topsoil. Although some of the deposits were from bunded
spoil that had been spread within the last 5 years, it is
likely that there was a natural dip within this area which
has both silted up over time and been infilled to create a
more even surface.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: WoSAS SMR
Funder: N and G Bark

STIRLING
Balfron
Roman Road, Balfron
Survey and evaluation
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NS 5548 8882 A metal detector survey and evaluation were
undertaken, 19–24 October 2015, in advance of a housing
development. A total of 21 trenches were excavated covering
8% (1576m2) of the development area. A series of modern
field drains, plough scars and part of a possible furrow were
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uncovered in the trenches. An iron meat cleaver, probably of
recent date, was found during the survey.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Balquhidder
Ballimore, Balquhidder
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 5030 1753 to NN 5308 1760; NN 5045 1630 to NN 5083
1715 A walkover survey was undertaken on 17 March 2015
along the route of a proposed new hydro-electric scheme at
Ballimore. No previously unrecorded sites or monuments
were encountered during this survey.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Mr D Thow

Buchanan
Arrochymore Cottage, Balmaha
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 4159 9177 A watching brief was carried out, 2–3 June
2015, in advance of development work within the Loch
Lomond and The Trossachs National Park. The work
consisted of ground reduction and the excavation of three
foundation trenches and a service trench. The excavations
revealed a clean fairly shallow topsoil with occasional
areas of disturbance from later 20th-century activities. A
small section of walling, from a 19th-century enclosure,
was uncovered below the topsoil and a later 20th-century
domestic rubbish tip.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Report: WoSAS.
Funder: Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services as sub-contractor

Garrison Farm, Inversnaid
Watching brief
Dawn Ferry – Northlight Heritage
NN 3485 0966 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 January
and 16 October – 19 November 2014, during the construction
a staff welfare and visitor interpretation building just N
of Garrison Farm. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: RSPB

Callander
Ancaster Square North, Callander
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 62835 07985 A watching brief was carried out
on 28 September 2015, during the excavation of wall
foundation trenches for a new joiner’s workshop in the
angle between Cross Street and Glenartney Road. The site,
measuring 18m2, is located within what may have been the
backland of a medieval property on Main Street, although
nothing of archaeological significance was recorded during
the excavation.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: N and H McGuire Joiners Ltd

STIRLING
Keltie Water
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 64120 13422, NN 64145 13112, NN 63983 13467 and
NN 64145 13112 A watching brief was kept on 13 March
2015 during excavations for a new hydro-electric scheme on
the Keltie Water to the N of Callander. Trenching across a
putative boundary bank at NN 64120 13422 demonstrated
that this feature comprised the upcast from an adjacent
ditch while a linear ditch-like feature at NN 63983 13467
proved to be the course of a former access track to a nearby
reservoir. The remains of a dry stone dyke at NN 64145
13112 were avoided during this exercise.
NN 64145 13112 A watching brief was undertaken on 30
June 2015 during the excavation of a section of the penstock
for the new hydro-electric scheme. It had been hoped to
avoid the remains of a short surviving length of dry stone
dyke during this process but very wet conditions forced the
trench to be widened, thus destroying the W end of the wall.
No information concerning the function or extent of the wall
was uncovered.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Drummond Estate

Comrie
Allt Leacachan
Field visit
George Currie
NN 61474 28095 There are three groups of shielings on either
side of the Allt Leacachan.
NN 61474 28095 (centred on) On a spur between Allt
Leacachan and an un-named burn are a group of at least
nine shielings.
NN 61564 27754 (centred on). On a spur between Allt
Leacachan and an un-named burn are two shielings.
NN 61604 27619 (centred on) At least four shielings.

Dunblane and Lecropt
Allanbank House
Excavation
Andrew Jepson – Archaeology Scotland
NN 78153 01222 (centred on) A community excavation
was undertaken, 30 September – 2 October 2015, at the
Millrow play park in Dunblane by Archaeology Scotland in
partnership with Stirling Council. The work aimed to discover
the extent of any archaeological remains and features relating
to the demolished Allanbank House, where the Duke of
Cumberland stayed in 1746 whilst pursuing Jacobite forces,
and to raise awareness of the role played by noble houses
and local people during the Jacobite rebellion.
A single trench, measuring 5 x 1m was hand excavated. The
presence of compact stones at a depth of 0.65m at the N end
of the trench suggested the existence of a wall foundation. A
number of finds were recovered from the topsoil, including
pieces of clay pipe stems (one with a partial inscription) and
the bottom a flat-heeled clay pipe bowl. A metal detector
survey in the vicinity of the trench recovered two small iron
cannonballs (44mm and 26mm in diameter), and three coins:
an 1870 Queen Victoria halfpenny and two other illegible
coins, which are awaiting analysis and are believed to be
considerably older.
During the first three days of excavation 149 pupils from
Newton Primary School, Dunblane Primary School and St
Mary’s Episcopal Primary School took part in the dig. On
the fourth day the site was open to the public and over 30
volunteers joined the excavations.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund

Dykedale and Dairymans
Metal detector survey
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NN 79694 01444 and NN 79289 00309 A metal detector
survey was undertaken, 10–14 December 2012, on two plots
of land to the E of Dunblane prior to development. Known
as Dykedale and Dairymans, both sites were considered
sensitive as they are located within the boundary of the
Sheriffmuir Battlefield. The majority of material located was
19th- and 20th-century metal detritus. However, one pistol
ball and a heavily worn coin were recovered at Dairymans,
and these artefacts may be tied to the Battle of Sheriffmuir
(AD1715).
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Ristol Ltd

A group of shielings recorded at Allt Leacachan
Glen Beich
Field visit
George Currie
NN 62220 27563 At a distance of 240m NW of NN62NW 18
is a rock measuring 0.9 x 0.6 x 0.1m, sloping to the S which
bears three cup marks.

Kippendavie Estate
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Andrew Morrison and Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NN 82155 01324 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken on 13 August 2014 on an area to
the S of Linns and W of Glentye Cottage in advance of
proposed woodland planting. The area was considered
sensitive as it lies within the battleground of the 1715
Battle of Sheriffmuir.
The desk-based assessment identified six potential
sites, two of which were located during the walkover. An
additional four new sites were also recorded. The six sites
were of varying cultural heritage significance and the vast
majority will be impacted by the development to some
degree. It was recommended that the planting avoids all
visible sites and that the sites should be demarcated prior
to the start of work. It was also recommended that a metal
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The excavation in progress at Allanbank House (see page 169)
detector survey should take place prior to planting, with
the aim of recovering any metal items relating to the battle.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) and Scottish Borders HER (intended)
Funder: UPM Tilhill Ltd

Leighton Court, Dunblane
Metal detector survey
Derek Hall
NN 79368 01505 A metal detector survey was carried out on
30 September 2015 in advance of the proposed construction
of a house at 1 Leighton Court. All of the material located
was of early modern date and there were no finds relating to
the Battle of Sheriffmuir.

Gargunnock
Keir Hill of Gargunnock
Evaluation
Murray Cook – Stirling Council
NS 7062 9426 Turf was removed from a single evaluation
trench across Keir Hill on 5 September 2015. It was excavated
in order to determine what survived from the 1950s RCAHMS
excavation.
The evaluation identified a surviving stone bank and the
potential for undisturbed deposits. It is proposed to reopen
the trench in 2016 to recover charcoal for radiocarbon
dating.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Mr S Jarvie

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Stirling Council

Perth Road, Dunblane
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NN 78705 02144 An evaluation was undertaken, 6–7 July
2015, in advance of redevelopment of land at Anndale, Perth
Road. A total of five hand excavated trial pits and 12 machine
excavated trial trenches were dug. A small linear charcoalrich spread was recorded in Test Pit 4. This spread was also
recorded in the adjacent machine excavated Trenches 9 and
10. The western part of the site was found to have been
largely truncated by quarrying.

Kingsburn, Fintry
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 679 899 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, February – April 2015, during construction
of Kingsburn Wind Farm. Three known sites (a parish
boundary marker, a shooting butt and a bothy) were fenced
off to protect them from accidental damage. A watching
brief was also undertaken at targeted locations but no
additional finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: REC Ltd
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Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and SMR
Funder: Natural Power Consultants Ltd

STIRLING
Kenmore
Ardeonaig
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 6687 3502 – NN 6685 3567 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 6 February 2015 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme at Ardeonaig on the S side of
Loch Tay. The route crossed mainly pasture land belonging
to Succoth Farm. The only feature of archaeological interest
encountered was an area of rig and furrow to the immediate
W of a ruined farmstead (NN63NE 62) at NN 6692 3537.
Archive and report: Historic Environment Scotland
Funder: Campbell of Doune

Kippen
Dasher Farm, Kippen
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 6602 9441 An evaluation was undertaken on
25 November 2014 in advance of the proposed development
of three house plots and associated infrastructure at Dasher
Farm. The evaluation required a 5% trenching sample of
the western half of the development area. A total of five
trenches of varying lengths and alignments were excavated.
The northernmost trench encountered the remains of a 19thcentury building, which had been demolished to foundation
level. The other trenches revealed modern and earlier
ceramic field drains.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr and Mrs M Turner

Logie
Pendreich Farm, Bridge of Allan
Evaluation
Steven Watt and Yvonne Robertson – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 80265 99044 A test pit survey and targeted evaluation
were carried out, 15–24 September 2015, in advance of a
residential development. The work consisted of six hand
excavated test pits and seven evaluation trenches covering
225m2. The trenches revealed a discrete area of cobbling, but
this related to the 20th-century farm buildings rather than any
earlier phase of Pendreich Farm. Elsewhere across the site
the bedrock was close to the ground surface with little or no
overlying deposits topsoil.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Ms S Mylchreest

Port of Menteith
Rhynaclach
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 61086 02541 A desk-based survey and walkover survey
were conducted in August 2015 over a parcel of land at
Rhynaclach. A total of 17 individual structures or features of
archaeological or historical significance were recorded, and
a further four sites were recorded as they lay just outside the
survey area.
NN 61104 03358 Muirhouse Rectangular structure, 19 x
12m, dry stone wall up to 0.8m high, sunken interior with
outside ground level now flush with the top of the wall.
Large blocks of masonry lie next to the road. Probable

garden enclosure, the structure within was not discernible.
A large stone wall, up to 90m long, leads from a track to the
enclosure, 0.2m high and up to 1m wide due to demolition/
collapse rubble.
NN 60215 03586 Letter Farm Outwith area.
NN 59960 03212 Auchrig Farmhouse, etc still in use. Mill
partially obscured by modern rubbish and probably slighted
by telegraph pole. Area of stone 25 x 10m. Old field boundary
on top of low ridge of bedrock leads SW from mill towards
farmhouse. Also old track leads up from the SE to the mill
and Auchrig farmhouse - no longer visible.
NN 61086 02541 Laurencefield Farm Highly vegetated
site. Part of stone enclosure wall visible on N and E side,
W boundary still exists with road clearly visible on W side
(outwith forestry edge). There are three conifer trees located
along enclosure wall. Dwelling structures are not visible.
NN 61349 02050 Rednock Mill Outwith area.
NN 61325 01929 Oatlands Two structures. There is nothing
visible on the ground, although the curvilinear field boundary
on the S side is still in use.
NN 61214 03085 Rhynaclach Old road, 5m wide, now
obsolete, shown on 1st Edition OS map running E from Letter.
There is 1m high bank on S and W sides. It continues down
to Laurencefield. Some of this track, up to Rednock Hill is
still in use, but beyond the mill it is no longer visible until
Laurencefield Farm.
NN 60990 01662 Rhynaclach Farm As shown on 1st
Edition OS map, although westernmost structure has been
demolished, and there are many additional modern farm
buildings.
NN 60406 01582 Hammersmith Structure and enclosure.
Rear dry stone wall/enclosure partially survives, edged with
modern fence. The structures shown on the 1st Edition OS
map were probably destroyed when the road was widened.
NN 60934 01441 New Grahamston A structure and a well
are shown on the 1st Edition OS map, but nothing is visible
on the ground.
NN 60845 01372 Arthurfield Two structures and an
enclosure are shown on the 1st Edition OS map, but nothing
is visible on the ground.
NN 60905 01352 New Grahamston Structure. Dark soil
in mole hills with 19th-century ceramics. A concentration
of thistles and occasional block of stone, covering 10 x 14m
area.
NN 60948 01336 Morrison’s Croft Sub-rectangular cut (28
x 10m and 2m deep), parallel and next to the main road and
concrete base are visible on the surface.
NN 60067 03084 Auchrig Clearance Cairn A clearance
cairn on edge of a field is part of a series of clearance cairns/
spreads along the edge of a field.
NN 60199 02977 Auchrig Large field clearance cairn, 5 x
9m, elongated mound.
NN 61106 03282 Muirhouse Location of structure as
shown on 1st Edition OS map. A low irregular mound, 13 x
13m, with nettles on one side and a slightly sunken centre. It
appears to have been deliberately demolished.
NN 61236 03348 Loch Rusky Clearance Cairn. A 2 x 2m
low 0.2m mound of stone located at the end of very low
stone wall, which is shown on 1st Edition OS map.
NN 61126 03014 Muirhouse Obsolete dry stone wall, runs
up to a track, 0.70m wide. Shown on 1st Edition OS map as a
boundary between woodland and rough grazing.
NN 61466 02300 Rednock Mill Lade to the mill, shallow,
runs from main burn as separate channel, with concrete
pillars at junction and grooves of original sluice gate still
visible.
NN 60069 03021 Auchrig A circular feature, with broad
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c4m wide banks around a lower central area, which is
sunken and now has water standing in it. Feature measures
19m E/W and 17m N/S. Possible old quarry? Adjacent to low
bedrock outcrop.
NN 60143 02961 Auchrig Possible track and associated
bank, curvilinear, with possible sub-rectangular feature
located at E end – 10 x 7m – all heavily vegetated. May
represent earthworks associated with a forestry plantation
to the S.
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Shannochill
Survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 54039 99088 A desk-based survey and walkover survey
were conducted in August 2015 over a parcel of land at
Schannochill. A total of 13 individual structures or features
of archaeological or historical significance were recorded.
NS 54273 99657 A well is marked on map at the end of a
track. Not found on the ground but there is a low area in a field.
NS 54334 99482 Rectangular roofed building adjacent to
an enclosure with unroofed square structure in centre. The
enclosure is no longer visible. The structure is 11.5m long
and 5m wide and survives as a low wall 0.2m high and 0.7m
wide. It has a possible collapsed gable at W end.
NS 54181 99378 Shown as a main road running from SW/
NE on 1st Edition OS map, and is known locally as the old
coach road. Each side of the road is bounded by dry stone
walls, 6m apart.
NS 54100 99231 A silted up pond appears as a damp area
of ground.
NS 54289 99249 A well is located on E boundary below
Over Shannochill. The well is not visible on the ground but
there is a damp area surrounded by a sub-rectangular dry
stone wall, 0.6m high and 0.7m wide.
NS 53831 98935 A stone and earthen bank measuring 1.5m
wide and up to 0.4m high. Runs along ridge of bedrock, and
would appear to be a boundary between the old wood and
the grazed land to the W.
NS 53949 98988 A sub-rectangular cairn, 2m x 1.9m and
up to 0.60m high, on a S-facing slope in old woodland. Pet
burial?
NS 54039 99088 Two clearance cairns 1 x 2m and 1 x 4m
by 0.2m high, the larger consists of very large bounders. It is
located at the base of a slope.
NS 54157 99173 The concrete base for a possible former
building is located on the edge of an old woodland enclosure.
NS 54089 99217 A clearance cairn, 1.5 x 1.5m, with cobbles
placed against the base of a tree.
NS 54295 99635 Clearance cairn, 4 x 4m by 0.4m high,
consisting of rounded cobbles set on low knoll. Although
unlikely, the clearance cairn may conceal an earlier burial
feature.
NS 54172 99523 A line of clearance along base of slope.
NS 54122 99541 A line of clearance along top of slope
overlooking damp ground.
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Stirling
Abbots, Kings and Lost Harbours (Looking for
Cambuskenneth Watergate)
Metal detector survey, geophysical survey and excavation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 80868 93940 A programme of archaeological work which
was undertaken, 7–18 September 2015, focused on the
watergate and harbour to the W of Cambuskenneth Abbey,
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but also investigated areas to the N of the Abbey using a
metal detector and geophysical survey and test trenches.
A large portion of a medieval harbour was discovered on
the slope of the upper river bank of the Forth in association
with the watergate location. The harbour consisted of a
stepped dry stone feature bedded into the clay of the river
bank. The steps of the harbour would have enabled boats to
offload their cargo at varying water levels. The present mean
water level is too low for the harbour to function, indicating
a drop in mean water levels since the medieval period. The
finds from the harbour included medieval pottery sherds
(12th to 16th century), a fragment of medieval horseshoe,
animal bone and fragments of clay pipe.
There was also evidence of the watergate and additional
compartments surviving as low foundation walls leading
E away from the river bank. All of the stone-built remains
were overlain by a layer of loose irregular rubble, left behind
from the robbing out of the structures sometime in the late
medieval/ early post-medieval transition, at which time the
watergate and associated harbour may have become obsolete.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Stirling Council, Inner Forth Landscape Initiative, HLF

Cambuskenneth Abbey, Tower Orchard
Evaluation
Steven Watt – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 80835 93914 A programme of test pitting was carried out,
9–10 September 2015, in advance of possible tree planting,
designed to recreate part of the Tower Orchard. The area
was considered of interest as it lies close to the SAM of
Cambuskenneth Abbey. The test pits recorded a relatively
uniform soil matrix across the site, with the natural only
being uncovered in two of the pits. The most archaeologically
significant deposit was a greyish-brown sandy-silty clay
deposit with a high frequency of small finds, including oyster
shell and ceramics.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Central Scotland Green Network Trust

Station Square, Stirling
Watching brief and excavation
Bob Will – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 7968 9364 A programme of work was carried out, 28 July
– 5 December 2014, in advance of proposed development.
Trial trenching was carried out on 7.8% of the 873m2 area.
Two organic rich deposits containing waterlogged organic
material and late-medieval pottery fragments were located
in two trenches and these may be related to land belonging
to a Dominican Friary, which occupied the site until the 16th
century, or later burgage plots.
A watching brief and excavations uncovered the
foundations of a substantial stone-built wall in the SW
corner of the development site that probably relates to the
nearby 13th-century Dominican Friary. Other features of
interest in this area included medieval midden deposits,
possible boundary divisions, and a single inhumation
burial. In other parts of the site, particularly the eastern side,
modern garden type deposits overlay the natural subsoil. The
remains of a post-medieval cobbled surface and a succession
of associated foundation and wall remains survived in the
N area of the site.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Valad Europe, Stirling Development Agency, Stirling
Council

STIRLING

The excavation in progress at St Ninians Kirk
Stirling Castle – Douglas Gardens
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7894 9409 and NS 7898 9411 A watching brief was
maintained, 10 November – 2 December 2014, during the
excavation of two trenches required for footings required
for handrail uprights serving the wall walk stairs to the NE
and SW of the Douglas Gardens. Surfaces and stone slabs of
unknown date revealed in the trenches were left undisturbed
and not investigated. The areas of excavation were then
adjusted to avoid any further disturbance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Environment Scotland

St Ninians Kirk
Excavation
Andrew Jepson – Archaeology Scotland
NS 79579 91649 (centred on) A community excavation
was undertaken, 23-26 September 2015, immediately S of
St Ninians Kirk boundary wall by Archaeology Scotland in
partnership with Stirling Council. The aims were threefold:
To discover the extent of any archaeological remains and
features relating to St Ninians Kirk, its Jacobite occupation
and subsequent destruction in 1746;
To highlight the importance of the site in the 18th century;
To raise awareness of the role played by St Ninians Kirk
and local people during the Jacobite rebellion.
A total of three trenches measuring 1.8 x 0.7m, 1.9 x
0.9m and 2.2 x 1m were hand excavated. At a depth of
1.1m the excavation of Trench 2 uncovered the boundary
ditch that would have separated consecrated from nonconsecrated ground. A great deal of mortar was found in a
cut through the boundary ditch. Much of the original kirk
was destroyed in an explosion in 1745 and this evidence
suggests that debris from the blast site was swept into the
cut before the present kirk was built in 1751. Below this
mortar rubble a piece of lead, H 90mm, W 40mm, possibly

from a kirk window and a small piece of pottery, thought
to be medieval, were found.
During the first three days of excavation 165 pupils from
St Ninians Primary School took part in the dig. On the fourth
day the site was open to the public and over 50 volunteers
joined the excavations.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund

St Ninian’s Primary School
Evaluation
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 7919 9185 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken on
8 April 2015, in advance of the proposed development of a
new school on the current site of St Ninian’s Primary School.
A total of two 20m long trenches were excavated with the
aim of identifying the nature and extent of any archaeological
remains. The work clearly demonstrated that the Roman
Road that lies in the vicinity of the development area did not
pass through the evaluation area.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Robertson Construction Ltd

St Ninians
Borrowmeadow
Evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 81289 93840 An evaluation was carried out, 4–7 March
2015, in advance of a proposed development. The work
aimed to establish the presence or absence of the remains
of a medieval track known as the Abbot’s Walk, which is
associated with the SAM of Cambuskenneth Abbey. A total
of 17 trenches and 13 test pits were excavated, covering 7%
of the development area. The remains of a cobbled surface,
provisionally identified as Abbot’s Walk, were located in two
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trenches below several layers of more modern trackways,
which are shown on OS maps from the 1860s onwards.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Stirling Council

Broom Road, Braehead
Evaluation and metal detector survey
Claire Shaw – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 80491 92006 Based on the results from a previous
programme of geophysical survey (Bannockburn Big Dig,
2013) across the site at Broom Road, two anomalies were
noted. These features were interpreted as the remains
of practice trenches dating to either WW1 or WW2. An
investigation of these potential practice trenches was carried
out on 5 October 2015, in collaboration with Braehead
Community Council, Stirling Council and volunteers from
the local community, including 60 school children from the
nearby Braehead Primary School.
None of the test pits revealed archaeological features.
The artefacts recovered were predominantly of 19th- to 20thcentury date, although there was one sherd of medieval
green glazed pottery.
A metal detecting demonstration took place along the
corridor of grass to the immediate E of Broom Road. Artefacts
recovered dated from the 18th century through to the present
day. Most of iron material was not readily identifiable, but is
likely to relate to post-medieval farming activity.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Braehead Community Council/Stirling Council

Cauldbarns
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NS 79 88 Middle Bronze Age flanged axehead found during
metal detecting near Cauldbarns. Axeheads with short
flanges beginning some distance above the blade are the
characteristic axe of the Middle Bronze Age in Scotland
and Northern England. This example appears to have been
considerably reduced in length as a result of heavy use and
repeated reworking of the blade. The inventory of Middle
Bronze Age metalwork known from central Scotland is
relatively limited but is gradually being expanded by metal
detected finds; indeed, a very similar axehead was discovered
at Plean in 2011 (NMS: X.2012.17).
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to NMS (accession no:
X.DC 162)

Firs Crescent, Bannockburn
Survey and evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 8089 9068 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken, 14–16 July 2015, in advance of a
proposed residential development on open ground at
Firs Crescent. The area was considered of interest as it is
close to the designated area of the Battle of Bannockburn
and remains of Balquiderrock Farmstead, which possibly
dates from the medieval period. The work consisted of a
metal detector survey, hand excavation of test pits, and
the machine excavation of three trenches covering 5% of
the area.
The metal detector survey was not completed as the
survey area was found to be highly contaminated with post
demolition finds in the turf/topsoil, and deeper finds from
the demolished steading. No finds from earlier than the
19th century were recovered.
The seven test pits excavated over the site established that
the footprint of the steading consisted of deposits derived
from the demolition of the steading, which in some cases
were over surfaces and walls associated with the steading
buildings. Outwith the steading footprint on the S side of
the site the test pits revealed makeup and levelling layers
over yard surfaces, occasionally bottoming onto natural
gravels. One residual sherd of medieval pottery was found
in Test Pit 04 mixed with modern finds, which tentatively
indicates activity on the site dating from that period.
The one trench over the steading remains revealed a
concrete surface and wall dating to no earlier than the
18th century. The two trenches over the yard area revealed
makeup and yard surfaces which bottomed onto natural
gravel. In Trench 03 an in situ subsoil was recorded, which
may have formed the top of a former yard surface. All
evaluation trenches bottomed onto natural gravels. Nothing
dating to earlier than the 19th century was positively
identified.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Stirling Council

Sauchenford Holding, Plean
Metal detector survey
Yvonne Robertson – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 81366 88189 A metal detector survey was undertaken on
28 August 2015 in advance of the development of a house.
The survey was required as the development area lies within
Historic Environment Scotland’s designation for the Battle
of Sauchieburn (1488) in their Inventory Battlefields of
Scotland. It is also on the periphery of the ‘Bloody Fauld’
(SMR 1092) an area within which there is supposed to have
been a massacre of English troops fleeing from the Battle of
Bannockburn (1314). The metal detector survey recovered
no significant artefacts as the ground has been contaminated
by modern detritus and has been made up with re-deposited
natural from house plots to the W, so the site consists of
made ground up to a depth of 1m.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: MODA Scotland Ltd

Middle Bronze Age flanged axehead, Cauldbarns (Crown copyright)
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St Margaret’s Primary School and Nursery, Cowie
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 83560 89271 An evaluation was undertaken on 5
February 2015, in advance of the proposed development of
a new school and nursery at parkland behind Main Street,

STIRLING/WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE

Cowie. The evaluation required up to 100m2 of linear
trench across the development area to establish the extent
of the former Polmaisie Quarry. From the initial trenches
excavated it became clear that the majority of the area had
been previously stripped during the use of the area as a
quarry. However, only the SE half of site showed signs of
gravel extraction with the remainder most likely having
contained bonded material.
An additional 10% evaluation of the NW half of the
site was then conducted, which included the proposed
building footprint and the hard standing around it. The
additional trench (Trench 7) indicted that topsoil still
remained in the far NW corner of the development site,
but no finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Robertson Construction Ltd

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Dumbarton
Castle Street, Dumbarton
Evaluation and watching brief
Claire Shaw – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 4000 7524 An evaluation and watching brief were
undertaken, 24 August – 1 October 2014, at the site of the
former Burgh Hall located near the junction of Castle Street
and Church Street. The excavation of ten evaluation trenches
in the accessible areas of the site revealed that the area had
been extensively developed and redeveloped during the
18th and 20th centuries, and that the potential for surviving
archaeology was limited. No archaeological features were
encountered other than the remains of a possible air raid/
explosion shelter associated with a gas works.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: West Dunbartonshire Council

Crosslet House, Dumbarton
Evaluation
Maureen Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 41328 75433 An evaluation was carried out, 8–9 December
2014, in advance of the proposed construction of a care home
and day care facility at Crosslet House. A total of 12 trenches,
covering 677m2 (8%) of the 84620m² area, only recorded
evidence of landscaping and the possible remains of modern
garden furniture.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Hub West Scotland

Dumbarton Rock (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey, Alex Hale, Mhairi Maxwell and Sian Jones –
Glasgow School of Art
NS 39988 74485 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March
2015. The project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D
digital data of heritage sites that are of significance to the
community groups and which they wished to record.

The ACCORD team worked with a group of rock climbers
at Dumbarton Rock, known as ‘Dumby’ in climbing circles,
from the 8–10 July 2014. Together we recorded and modelled
the cliff face in the NW sector of the Rock, and some of the
boulders, which lie at its foot. The boulders were the ‘Eagle’
and ‘Sea’ boulders, a rock climbing route known as ‘Pongo’
on the ‘Home Rule’ boulder, and some graffiti incised into
the boulders. We used the technologies of photogrammetry,
Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI) and terrestrial
LiDar laser scanning.

Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Strathleven (Phase 5), Dumbarton
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 39625 76770 An evaluation was undertaken, 11–12
August 2015, in advance of a housing development on
an area of recently cleared woodland. The evaluation
consisted of the machine trenching of 8% (860m²) of
the available development area. A total of 1760m2 was
originally required, although the presence of a site
compound, areas of standing water and a large bund of
re-deposited material reduced the area that could feasibly
be evaluated. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Taylor Wimpey West Scotland

Vale of Leven Industrial Estate, Renton
Watching brief
Colm Moloney – Rubicon Heritage
NS 39150 78159 A watching brief was undertaken, 25–26
February 2015, during topsoil stripping of the footprint of
workshop units. The site is located on land enclosed within
a meander of the River Leven. The only features recorded
were three modern, parallel cultivation furrows.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Heron Bros Ltd

Kilmaronock
Gartocharn Access Road
Watching brief
Dawn Ferry – Northlight Heritage
NS 4385 8704 A watching brief was undertaken, 8–19 January
2015, during the construction of a road and car park area to
allow access to High Wards Farm and the RSPB offices just N
of Gartocharn village. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: RSPB

Townhead of Aber, Gartocharn
Watching brief
Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 42378 87146 A watching brief was carried out, 19–20
January 2015, during the excavation of foundations and other
ground preparation works in advance of the construction of
a house extension. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Fairbright Construction
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Cochno Stone
Excavation
Kenneth Brophy – University of Glasgow

Abercorn
House of The Binns
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 05080 78567 A watching brief was carried out, 8–22 June
2015, during ground-breaking works associated with the
upgrading of a car park at the House of the Binns. A garden
wall, possibly associated with a physic garden dating to the
late 17th century, was recorded along with a spur off the old
approach road to the house. The branch road curved round
the W side of the house and then N towards the site of the
former stables.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Abercorn

The Cochno Stone during excavation
NS 50450 73880 (Canmore ID: 44535) The Cochno Stone
(known locally as the Druid’s Stone) is one of the most
extensive cup-and-ring-marked stones in Scotland. It was
buried in 1965 by the landowner and Ministry of Works
for protection from vandals and visitors walking over
the stone. A small-scale excavation was undertaken, 7–9
September 2015, to assess the current condition of the
stone, and to inform a potentially larger excavation in
the future. A small trench, 4 x 1m, was opened by hand
on the northern side of the Cochno Stone location. This
revealed that the stone is buried beneath 0.5–0.7m of clayloam, and that the dry stone wall surrounding the stone
was partially destroyed during burial. Seven deeply incised
cup-marks were recorded, three with rings around them,
and the stone was shown to be in good condition, albeit
soft in character. Evidence for vandalism was also found
including graffiti and paint splatters; samples were taken
of the latter. At the end of the excavation, the trench was
back-filled. The eventual objective underlying this work is
the complete exposure of the Cochno Stone, followed by a
laser scan, and then the fabrication of a replica.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE) intended
Funder: University of Glasgow; Factum Arte

Kilpatrick School, Mount Blow Road, Dalmuir
Watching brief and evaluation
Callum Allsop – Rubicon Heritage
NS 48065 72674 A watching brief and evaluation were
carried out, 17 August – 23 September 2015, during the first
phase of the development of a new secondary school. The
site is on land to the S of the A82 with wooded areas to the
W and E and an access road to the S. The excavation of
the footprint of the new school building was monitored and
two trial trenches were excavated. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: Heron Brothers
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Totleywells Cottage, Newton Village
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0976 7664 A watching brief was undertaken on
2 February 2015 during ground-breaking work associated
with a residential development. The work recorded up to
0.5m of made ground overlying natural clay deposits, and
established that the entire area had been truncated during
earlier work to create a livery yard. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Invovo on behalf of Slorach Wood Architects

Bathgate
Cowdenhead Wind Farm, Standhill Farm, Armadale
Watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 923 677 A watching brief was carried out in August 2015,
during ground-breaking work for two wind turbines and
associated infrastructure. A ditch and bank were recorded,
which probably formed part of an old enclosure around the
now demolished Cowdenhead Farmstead, plus two areas of
rig and furrow.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: NRHE and WoSAS
Funder: Logan Project Management

Linlithgow
High Street, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 00367 77168 A watching brief was undertaken on
14 October 2015, in advance of the construction of an house
extension at 60a High Street. The excavations included the
foundations for the extension and its related services, and
exposed a former stone-built wall, which was identified on
the earlier 19th-century map of the site. A more modern brick
wall enclosure was also located. A number of late-19th- and
early 20th-century pottery fragments were also located in the
made ground during the excavations.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Mr and Mrs M Swithenbank

W E S T LOT H I A N
Linlithgow Leisure Centre
Watching brief
Jessica Lumb – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 98706 76163 A watching brief was carried out on 15 June
2015, during investigation work in advance of a proposed new
car park and pavilion. The work associated with the car park
recorded no finds or features of archaeological significance.
No work was undertaken on the site of the pavilion.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
(intended)
Funder: CRGP Limited

Linlithgow Palace
Standing building recording
Gordon Ewart and Dennis Gallagher – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 0019 7732 A standing building survey was carried out,
16 October 2014 – 25 February 2015, at Linlithgow Palace.
The main focus of the work was the S range, a space within
the palace that has been subject to extensive alteration but
little recording, and which contains significant levels of
decorative stone work, sculpture and mouldings.
An analysis of the SW of the palace shows a developmental
sequence in line with the changing international fashion
for palace layout. There was a move away from separate
domestic quarters unconnected to the large chambers/
halls, to a progression of chambers and an axis of honour
in the French style, culminating in the exclusiveness of the
royal bedchamber. This latter arrangement reflects that of
the royal apartments at Stirling Castle. The 17th century

saw the construction of new doorways to create an enfilade
of rooms in line with the demands of new court etiquette.
The lower part of the exterior S elevation at Linlithgow,
where visible in its western half, may date from 1350–1425,
or reflect alterations to the structure within the period
1425–1488. The garderobe chute appears to be an insertion
judging from the irregular build of the wall face along its
course.
The present SW corner of the palace can be regarded as
the SW part of a quadrilateral enclosure, possibly open to
the NW. The later palace follows this footprint. The SW
corner consisted of a five-storey residential tower with a
stair turret which also gave access to southern half of the
present W range and the western part of the S range, both
with two floors above a vaulted basement. The exterior
wall of the S range continued to the E and linked to the SW
tower and W range (not fully investigated at this stage).
During the period 1488–1513 (James IV), the chapel was
built. New stair turrets were constructed in all corners of
the courtyard and the focus of the king’s apartment moved
to the N of the W range. The W range was extended to
become an apartment consisting of an outer hall, inner
hall and bedchamber. A three-storey stone gallery, with
a barrel vault, was created on the S courtyard elevation
giving private access to, and past, the chapel from the royal
apartments.
During the period 1513–1542 (James V), a new S entrance
was created through the S range. The western part of the
exterior wall of the S range was thickened, blocking the

Linlithgow Palace – simplified diagram of the SW tower, looking W
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former doorway in the SW tower. The parapet of the S front
was carried on a double corbel course with mask gargoyles.
During the period 1585–1650 (James VI/Charles I) new
doorways were inserted on the first floor in order to create,
in line with Baroque practice, a continuous enfilade along
the outer side of rooms from the S range. The new doorways
were simple openings with wooden lintels and no mouldings,
with the exception of that from Component 78, which had
simple rounded jambs (the other doors presumably had
wooden door casings). These created a continuous passage
from the chapel, through Component 78 and the SW tower
(Component 80), and on through the W range to the Presence
Chamber, Component 86. The wide W door of the chapel
may date from this period. It is surmounted by a much-worn
relief carving of what may be a crown, comparable in style
to those on the window pediments of the N range.
While the available documentation for the palace does
not allow precise dating for its development in the period
of James I to James III, it would appear that it was laid out
as a quadrilateral enclosure along the lines of the present E
and S ranges, and the southern half of the W range. There
were corner towers but with a more irregular roofline than
present on the S range. James IV and James V altered the
building to create a more regular appearance to the whole.
The use of the quadrangular plan for the palace is
arguably inspired by monastic planning in order that a
complex, multifunctional structure can be built over an
extended period without a specific initial overall plan.
This process of building exploits a regular grid in both
vertical and horizontal planes, which adds symmetry to the
finished structure as a natural consequence of the building
process. The essential requirements for this building
strategy are a level platform and consistency to the grid.
At Linlithgow the latest palace plan appears to reflect two
separate grid systems, the earlier smaller than the later,
but both reflecting quadrangular plans. At this stage,
the identification of the geometry and the consequent
engineering of building these two basic stages have not
been fully defined. The irregularities in the building
process, particularly the asymmetry of the corridors,
reflects the building campaigns as they occurred, rather
than necessarily reflecting extensive changes in function
and form.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Linlithgow Palace
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 0015 7729 A watching brief was maintained, 19 January –
30 March 2015, during the excavation of an evaluation trench
ahead of the installation of a new statue depicting Mary,
Queen of Scots. The excavation recorded what appeared to
be levelling deposits and disturbed ground, amongst which
were finds dating from medieval to modern periods.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Mid Calder
Almondvale Stadium
Watching brief
Yvonne Robertson – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 04760 67030 A watching brief was carried out
27–28 August 2015 in advance of a proposed residential
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development. A series of 20 geological test pits were
excavated under the supervision of an archaeologist. The
test pits had a maximum depth of 4.2m and contained layers
of made ground. Natural subsoil was not reached in any of
the test pits. No archaeological features or artefacts were
recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Lovell Partnerships Ltd

Torphichen
Torphichen Preceptory
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 9685 7252 A watching brief was maintained, 19–20
March 2015, during the excavation of three trenches to house
new signs. Nothing of archaeological interest was recorded
during the works, with the fill from the trenches indicating
that the area had been subject to modern landscaping.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Uphall
Strathbrock Parish Church, Uphall
Watching brief
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 05981 72211 A watching brief was carried out, September
– October 2014, during the installation of a new service trench
along the path leading to the church and the demolition of
the existing redundant boiler house. An internal inspection
hole dug to connect the external water main to the interior of
the church was also monitored.
During the removal of a flight of steps leading down to the
boiler house, the topmost step was found to be a gravestone
with an inscription on each side. One was probably 17th
century and was very worn. The second inscription was 18th
century and was dedicated to the memory of Thomas Rob
(d.1760).
Disturbed human remains were also recorded in a manhole
trench. The remains included a badly crushed skull and parts
of upper arms and thigh bones. All of these remains were
reinterred close to where they were found.
The excavation of the new service trench and the
excavation work carried out within the aisle revealed no
archaeological remains.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended and West Lothian SMR
Funder: Benjamin Tindall Architects on behalf of Strathbrock
Church Hall

West Calder
Baad’s Mill, North Cobbinshaw
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NS 9944 5964 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey was carried out on 10 September 2015 for
an area of existing forestry as part of a management plan.
A number of previously unrecorded features were noted:
NS 99863 59542 – Well
NS 99998 59622 – Dam and pond.
Archive and report: National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Mr G Spurway
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Using snow to reveal an inscription on a boulder, Thirlstane Boundary Cairn
Mossend, West Calder
Evaluation
Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology LTD
NT 01440 63660 An 8% trial trench evaluation of the 1.7ha
site was undertaken, 9–10 June 2015, in advance of the
construction of an area of residential housing and associated
infrastructure. The work revealed existing evidence of the
former Addiewell and Polbeth railway but no further features
of archaeological interest were discovered.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: CgMS Consulting (on behalf of Walker Group)

Muldron Farm
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw and Robert McMorran – Neo Environmental
NS 92514 58724 A watching brief was undertaken, 9–10 June
2015, during groundwork associated with the installation of
a wind turbine and ancillary structures. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended. Report: WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Urban Wind

Thirlstane Boundary Cairn, Breich
Excavation and reconstruction
Peta Glew – Northlight Heritage
NS 9750 5793 An excavation, reconstruction and community
engagement project was carried out, 6 February – 1 March
2015, to investigate the site of the Thirlstane Cairn (a local
authority and parish boundary marker of particular local
significance).

The results suggest that the monument was originally a
large upright ‘standing’ stone supported in a post setting
with a rounded cairn of boulders piled around its base (as
described in the OS Name Book), perhaps replaced by a
cone-shaped cairn, which was completely dismantled in
the recent past. The numerous stones lying in the vicinity
once formed the cairn and included 55 stones with inscribed
names, initials and dates (ranging from 1852 to 1929). The
cairn was reconstructed by a professional dry stone mason
with a rectangular footprint and a gently sloping batter.

Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR/
WESTERN ISLES
Barvas
South Galson
Watching brief
Chris Barrowman
NB 43700 59185 A watching brief was undertaken, 11–12 May
2015, on machine excavations for construction of a house,
access drive and farm access track at 38 South Galson. The only
features recorded were modern 19th- and 20th-century debris in
topsoil, modern plough marks, and small areas of laid gravel
acting as hard-standing, indicating historic gateways in the dry
stone wall which runs to the W of the farm access track.
Funder: Mr D Roberts
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Steinacleit Homestead and Field System
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
NB 3963 5408 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 11 March 2015 during the excavation of three small
holes to allow the installation of survey markers. The three
trenches did not intrude below the topsoil, and did not reveal
any deposits or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Harris
Ceol na Mara, Northton
Watching brief
Carol Knott
NF 9870 9040 A watching brief was carried out on a residential
plot on 8 June 2015 during site clearance in preparation for
construction of a new house. Below the topsoil, the site was
deeply covered by sterile windblown sand. No archaeological
artefacts or features were observed in the area affected by the
development, but below this, traces of a slight linear stone
feature and an old ground surface were identified.
Funder: Mr J Milsom

Village Bay, St Kilda
Watching brief
Kevin Grant – The National Trust for Scotland
NF 10158 99357 As part of a rolling programme of annual
maintenance of drains and open watercourses within Village
Bay a watching brief was undertaken, on 20 June 2015, on
remedial works to a 19th-century drain running from the SE
gable of House 6 across the Street.
Excavation revealed a stone-lined drain which comprises
part of the drainage system for the nearby mid-19th-century
house (House 6). Capstones covering the drain were removed
to reveal a naturally accrued fill of earth identical to the
overlying topsoil. This comprised redeposited deposits from
earlier repairs to the feature in 2005. The fill was removed
to clear the drain and the capstones were restored to their
original location. A wooden cover was added in one area to
prevent future blocking of the drain.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland with support from
Historic Scotland

North Uist
Bagh Moraig
Field visit and measured survey
Roger Auger, David Newman and Simon Davies
NF 90725 58940 The site was identified during a fieldwalking
trip undertaken as part of an archaeological survey of the
Eaval peninsula, E of Loch Obisary on North Uist. Work was
undertaken from 18 November 2014 – 13 May 2015.
The site is located on and around a D-shaped rocky knoll
whose summit lies c15m above the surrounding moor. The
summit of the knoll is covered in a thick layer of heather,
which partly conceals a mass of loose stone, a number of
stone features or structures, and several stone-lined pits.
The fact that this is a previously unknown site, its size and
its level of preservation, with limited damage from human
or animal activity, set this site apart from other similar sites
on Uist.
The main structural remains are located in c30 x 20m
area on the summit of the knoll. A second set of structures,
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including a small sub-circular hut (possible shieling 1) and
possible stock enclosures and a rock shelter lie at the foot
of a cliff face to the N of the knoll. A third set of features
to the S of the knoll, which are laid out along a c40m long
dog-legged line, include a possible pathway, one or two
stone-walled buildings, stone-lined pits, and stone-revetted
terraces. For clarity of description, the site is split into three
principal features hereafter referred to as PF1, PF2 and PF3.
PF1 appears to consist of a series of three sub-circular cell
type structures and a longitudinal pit or passage built in close
proximity to the structures. Existing tumble and morphology
between the cells suggests some linkage, but if this exists, it
is not clear. The main feature, and the most complete on the
whole site, is a corbelled cell with c30% of its roof intact.
It measures c1.5 x 1m internally, with 1.2m high walls and
a floor level which is c0.8m below the surrounding ground
level. The upper walls and roof are constructed of single
skin stone rubble, whilst those below ground may be more
substantial. The entrance appears to face W. This is probably
the most complete cell of this type on the whole of Uist.
Cell 2 is slightly larger and is similar in form and
construction, but without any roof. There may be the
remains of an entrance passage to the W. Unfortunately, only
around two courses of stonework remain in the walls, so it
is not possible to determine if these walls were corbelled.
However, there is a good deal of stone tumble within, and
this may represent the collapsed remains of a roof.
To the SW of Cell 2 lies the remains of what appears to
be a boulder wall, which seems to run a few metres in a
SE direction before merging into a low bank. Together
these seem to form a rectangular enclosure which may link
through into PF3 to the E.
Cell 3 is less distinct and includes two larger stone slabs,
both lying on the ground and partially buried. It is possible
this is not a cell but a continuation of the linear feature
immediately to the NE, which could represent the end of a
passage. This is a well-built structure and has walls on all
sides with up to four courses of stone still extant. The N end
of the feature has a clearly defined end; however, there are
hints that at its S end it may continue through to Cell 3, via
a route now blocked with fallen or blocking masonry. This
linear feature has similarities to others on the site especially
in PF2.
PF2 includes the two most enigmatic features on the site: a
saddle quern with a perfectly fitting rubbing stone in place;
and a well-preserved stone-lined passageway, which is at
least 6m long. Alongside these are three or four stone-lined
cells plus at least four pits. The diversity of these structures
may mean they aren’t connected, but their proximity
suggests they may be associated.
Cell 1 shares some characteristics with the corbelled cell
in PF1 in terms of its size (c1.5m diameter internally), shape
and construction. It is also corbelled to a degree with its
walls standing to seven courses high at one point. Apart
from a single slab, the floor is clear of tumble. The passage
connected to it is an impressive and striking feature being
well preserved along a good part of its length with walls
c0.7m apart and up to 1.2m tall, with up to seven courses of
intact stonework. Around 3m from the cell the northern side
wall is balanced right on the edge of the hilltop and at some
time in the past a section of wall has fallen away to the valley
floor below. Along the passage floor lie up to seven stone
slabs, which may have formed the original roof or opening
lintels. Where the passage joins Cell 1 a discontinuity in
the stonework suggests an opening has been deliberately
blocked. At its E end, the passage may fork with one arm
continuing as a possible sunken path for c8–10m to the E.
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Just after the fork a third c3m long arm turns to the S, and
although this has less well defined sides, some stonework
is still intact. A further large roofing or lintel slab lies near
its end.
Around 3–4m S of the long passage in PF2 lie a second set
of similar features, although these two joined cells, 2 and
3, which are again below ground level, may have originally
been entered from the E by a much shorter passage. However,
as the passage entrance, passage/Cell 3 opening, and Cell
2/Cell 3 opening are blocked this interpretation remains
speculative. The opening between Cell 3 and the short
passage has a possible opening jamb or pier on its N side,
with the opening blocked with a substantial lintel or roofing
slab, which appears to have been deliberately placed.
Four pits are located between the two sets of conjoined
cells and passages. All four take the form of inverted
truncated cones c1.5–2.5m in diameter at ground level and
c1m deep with some stonework visible in their side walls.
Three of the pits are closely grouped and may be connected
by passageways.

The saddle quern, Bagh Moraig (see page 180)
A saddle quern complete with an in place rubbing stone
was recorded lying on open ground in the centre of PF2.
The quern which measured c550 x 400mm was clearly not
in situ.
Of the three principle features, PF3 was perhaps the
hardest to interpret. It includes a mass of loose stone
much of it unlinked to any particular structure, and a large
recumbent slab c1.7 x 1.0m which is buried beneath thick
heather. There is a second smaller slab lying c1m to its S.
The clearest feature of PF3 is Cell 1, which has sections of
walling on its W and NE sides and an internal diameter of
c4m, making it the largest cellular structure on the hilltop.
A straight line of stonework on its SE side has changed
the original circular plan to a D-shape. A possible passage,
c0.7m wide by 3–4m long appears to extend NW from the

cell. A doorway between the cell and passage was formed
on its E side with a jamb or buttress of three stones that
have now fallen. At the N end of the passage a depression
in the ground appears to connect with a part stone-lined pit
nearby. Finally on the eastern side of PF3 lies a curved line
of what appear to be deliberately placed stones c3m long,
1m wide and 1m high of indeterminate purpose, and a few
metres further E another large pit, which was completely
concealed by heather.
3D models and plans were created of these features and
these can be accessed via our website. Website: http://
uistsummerwine.weebly.com/eaval---the-wild-side.html
Eaval
Walkover survey and evaluation
Simon Davies, David Newman and Roger Auger – Access
Archaeology/Uist Summer Wine
NF 90739 59637 During a programme of fieldwalking, 21
April – 20 October 2015, a new site (BM20) was discovered
by chance. The site appeared as a flat, heather covered raised
area with some exposed masonry. Underfoot the surface was
uneven with stonework and many voids, which extended up
to 1m below the surface.
Clearance of vegetation during three visits over a six
month period exposed a probable roundhouse, which had
collapsed following abandonment. The structure is roughly
circular with a diameter of 9m. There is a large amount of
fallen masonry obscuring the site and it seems that little or
none has been removed for secondary use at other locations.
There are four possible ‘entrances’, suggested by significant
voids on the periphery of the structure and associated with
large masonry pieces, which are of sufficient proportions to be
lintel stones. There appears to be a stone bounded ‘pathway’
leading to the SE potential ‘entrance’, although this might be
an artefact created by the collapse of the structure.
Eaval
Fieldwalking and survey
David Newman, Simon Davies and Roger Auger
The following features were identified and recorded during
a programme of field survey undertaken, 1 October 2014 –
1 November 2015.
NF 90950 58960 Bagh Moraig (BM10 lower) – Rock
shelter – A large gneiss boulder, c3 x 2 x 1.5m, is balanced
on three smaller ones and forms a natural shelter with its
largest opening facing W. Other openings have been infilled
with rubble and a low rubble wall extends out c1.5m on the
S side of the entrance. A scatter of small stone fragments
lies on the floor and the slab underside shows signs of
burning.
NF 90950 58970 Bagh Moraig (BM 10 upper) – Rock
shelter – A large boulder, c3 x 2 x 1.5m, rests on two
smaller ones and against a bedrock face. A small triangular
opening possibly an entranceway, c0.7m wide and 0.7m
above ground level faces NE. This has been reduced in size
by a low stone wall c0.4m high built up from ground level.
Another opening of similar dimensions faces W. Other
openings have been infilled with stones. On the floor inside
is a scatter of limpet shells and the odd animal bone.
NF 90800 58880 Bagh Moraig (BM 5) – Stone setting –
Around this location lie the remains of a small farmstead
which include small rectangular buildings and enclosures.
An unusual feature is a small circular arrangement of set
stones, c2m in diameter, in three concentric circles with a
pit at its centre.
NF 88930 59540 Eaval West – Shieling hut – An
exceptionally well preserved shieling site consisting
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Eaval: Orthostatic photogrammetry views of BM20 as found and after heather control on site (see 1st Eaval report on page 181)
of a stock enclosure and adjoining shieling. These are
connected by a c20m long curved shelter wall. A further
rectangular stone structure lies to the NW. A large upright
slab is incorporated into the enclosure wall.

have two entrances on opposite elevations. The building to
the S may have the remains of a windbreak on its W side.
The smaller building lies to the NW, measured c4.5 x 2.5m
internally and appears to have no other entrance than the
short passage connection (c1 x 1m) to the larger building.
This layout is almost identical to the Norse period house
excavated at Kilphedar and dated to cAD1100. Immediately
to the SE lie the remains of an oval building or enclosure
c10m in diameter.
Report: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
Website: uistsummerwine.weebly.com

Eaval West, Eaval (see 2nd Eaval report on page 181)
NF 90810 58310 Poll nan Gall – Inn – The local
understanding that this was an inn (despite its very
isolated position) has been confirmed by Theona Morrison
of Gerradubh.
“It was used when people and the mail came from Skye
on its way to Carinish, the main post office for the ‘Southern
Isles’ at the time. The Carinish – Dunvegan Packet sailed
from 1765 – 1829.”
The main building is a substantial rectangular stonewalled structure, c11.5 x 3.5m internally, orientated NE/
SW, with an entrance into the central of one of three rooms
facing NW with a stone terrace immediately outside. On
the SE side are two wings, one of which seems to have
contained a habitable room or store with maybe a stable
and byre in the other. On the W corner is a small cellular
structure. Further W and separate are two further structures
divided by a substantial straight wall and the faint outline
of a third. The remainder of the site is covered with stones,
sometimes in linear or cellular arrangements and some
upright slabs. There is a boat landing place on the shore of
the bay to the E. Local crofter Alasdair MacDonald who has
the grazing rights in this area suggests that the inn predates
the postal service by up to 100 years and was built to
service Dutch herring fishing boats working in the Minch.
NF 87400 58550 (Canmore ID: 84376) Liernish (OAI
27) – Building – Two rectangular buildings outlined by
mainly single skin stone walls are set out at right angles
to one another and joined by a short passage. The larger,
to the E, measured c6 x 3.5m internally and appears to
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Grimsay Wheelhouse (ACCORD Project)
Survey
Stuart Jeffrey, Mhairi Maxwell and Sian Jones – Glasgow
School of Art
NF 86720 57315 The ACCORD (Archaeology Community
Co-production Of Research Data) Project was an Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded research
project led by the Digital Design Studio (Glasgow School
of Art), with the University of Manchester, RCAHMS and
Archaeology Scotland, which worked with 10 community
groups across Scotland from October 2013 to March
2015. The project aimed to co-design and co-produce 3D
digital data of heritage sites that are of significance to the
community groups and which they wished to record.
The ACCORD team worked with the Access Archaeology
Group based in the Uists from the 18–20 August 2014.
Together we recorded and modelled the Grimsay
Wheelhouse, North Uist. Additionally we modelled and
recorded the remains of an early medieval chapel and a
cross-slab at Howmore, South Uist (NF 7581 3647). We
used both the techniques of Reflectance Transformation
Imaging and photogrammetry.
Archive: ADS and National Record of the Historic Environment
(NRHE)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

South Uist
Hathasal High Shielings
Field visit
Simon Davies, David Newman and Roger Auger – Access
Archaeology/Uist Summer Wine
NF 78390 35495 This group of four stone-built shieling huts
high on the southern flanks of Hathasal, near Howmore,
overlooking the valley of the Abhainn Rog was identified
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and recorded during a field survey undertaken, 21 April
2015 – 20 October 2015.
Three of the huts are situated on low sub-circular mounds,
heavily overgrown with heather, along the western bank of
a small tributary burn on a high flat ridge which offers some
wetland grazing. The burn’s course in this area appears to
have been modified by widening of the streambed in parts
to facilitate water collection. The fourth shieling hut is just
to the N and E and is located on a larger, enriched mound
across the burn from the group of three huts. The group is a
little N of the course of a historic pathway which ran from
Howbeg to Loch Sgioport area. There are at least six other
shieling hut groups within a mile of this ‘new’ grouping.
The individual huts measure c3 x 2m with rounded corners,
although most of the masonry has been removed from the
site, suggesting they have been out of use for a long period
and are quite early in origin. There is no evidence of any
agricultural activity, so they were probably out of use and
not re-occupied following the clearances of the mid-19th
century when some individuals and families fled to remote
shielings to avoid transportation.
West Gerinish, South Uist
Excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NF 7839 4195 A cist was excavated, 3–5 June 2015, under
the terms of the Historic Scotland Human Remains call-off
contract. Damaged cist slabs and an intact pottery vessel
had become exposed as the result of the creation of a peat
track through the southern edge of a mound. Continued

erosion of the cut was caused by sheep, and the vessel
was discovered by a local amateur archaeologist Simon
Davies, next to Loch Bi, West Gerinish. The vessel had
been excavated and removed by Mr Davies and given to
Anna MacQuarrie of the Museum nan Eilean, Benbecula,
prior to AOC’s intervention.
Upon arrival at the site it became apparent that the
southern edge of the cist had collapsed out of the erosion
scar section edge, with the western side slab and capstone
then collapsing into the cist void. During the excavation, no
human remains were revealed and only two other artefacts,
flint and quartz flakes, were found. The fill of the vessel
revealed no artefacts and the vessel itself is believed to be
a handmade, coil-built early prehistoric pot consistent with
an Early Bronze Age Beaker.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stornoway
Eaglais na h-Aoidhe, Aignis, Isle of Lewis
Excavation
Nicholas Johnstone, Kevin Paton and Mary Peteranna – AOC
Archaeology Group
NB 48426 32234 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, March – April 2015, next to Eaglais na h-Aoidhe
(St Columba’s Church), after significant storm damage had
eroded three areas on the shoreline near the church. The
works were required during installation of new sheet piling

Excavation in progress by Eaglais na h-Aoidhe for the sheet piling trench required for shoreline protection
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to protect the church and burial ground from further storm
damage. A narrow trench along the shoreline in front of
the church was hand excavated to allow for sheet piling to
be conducted.
An initial trench was excavated, uncovering four grave
cuts. In order to protect the burials, the exposed graves
were covered in geotextile and backfilled, and a new trench
was dug closer to the shoreline. Parts of two crouched
inhumation burials were uncovered in the second trench,
one behind the shoreline erosion scar and one behind the
existing revetment wall. The burials were recorded and
reinterred beyond the trench edge within the unaffected
part of the grave.
The two other erosion scars to the W of the church
were also assessed and rapidly recorded, revealing 2–3m
of undated midden deposits. During a second visit to the
site, the main erosion section was excavated and recorded
in detail. The work revealed a sequence of at least five
midden deposits, some containing a substantial quantity
of ceramics. At the far E of the section was an area of peat
ash and black sand, possibly representing the remains of a
hearth. Other possible deposits may represent a structure
associated with the hearth as well as pit and ditch features
visible in the shoreline section. All deposits were sampled
and the section was recorded with drawings and digital
photography.
Archive: AOC (currently) and National Record of the Historic
Environment (NRHE) intended
Funder: Breedon Aggregates, UI Church Trust

Uig
Calanais Standing Stones
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
NB 2130 3301 A watching brief was carried out on 11
March 2015, during the excavation of five small holes to
allow the installation of survey markers. The location of
each hole was chosen to fall within areas known to have
been disturbed in previous archaeological excavations.
None of the holes required the removal of turf beyond a
depth of 140mm. The initial excavation of one of the holes
revealed angular fragments of granite, and although it was
thought almost certain that these stones were remnants of
spoil or backfilled trenches from earlier works, a stonefree, adjacent position was found for that marker to avoid
potential damage.
Archive: National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE)
intended
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stones marking stances from which to view the south
extreme moon’s path cutting the horizon
Fieldwork assessment
Margaret Curtis
NB 215 350 – NB 234 299 There is a series of standing
stones spread around the Callanish area where many well
known standing stone sites, circles and rows, are located.
They are about 1.0m high and set either singly or in rows.
Many of them are flattened stones stood with their axes
aligned unequivocally towards a point on the horizon.
These somewhat inconspicuous stones are located at
stances from which the S extreme moon’s path can be seen
cutting the horizon at rising, setting, grazing or briefly reappearing. The ‘sacred horizon’ over which the S extreme
moon’s path arched low consists of ‘Sleeping Beauty’ and
Roineval (her pillow) to the SE, and the Clisham range of
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hills with the deep valley of Glen Langadale to the SW.
These stones are not set in a straight line, W–E across the
countryside and are scattered at different OD, enabling the
moon to be observed against a specific horizon features
of the ‘sacred landscape’ eg Sleeping Beauty’s knees or
the left slope of the Clisham. The sea level is thought to
have risen c5m since the first stones were erected. The last
stance (site XIII) is covered by high spring tides nowadays.
The highest stance is site V, at 44.47m OD.
NB 234 299 Callanish V On the E slope of Druim nam
Bidearan is an alignment of four stones (one of which lies
prone) running diagonally uphill. It is the most southerly
of the S extreme moon observation stances, 4km from Site
I at Callanish. Looking S along the row of four stones a
large angular boulder can be seen at the far end of the
hillslope, almost 100m away, distinct on the sub-horizon.
The far, true horizon behind the boulder is 17km away and
is formed from knees of the Sleeping Beauty, where the S
extreme moon rise occurs. If seen from the stones of the
alignment, only Sleeping Beauty’s knees protrude above
the hillslope. Standing a few paces uphill of the alignment,
none of the Sleeping Beauty is visible. Standing a few paces
downhill of the alignment, more of the Sleeping Beauty
can be seen. The four stones of the alignment are at a
critical location pin pointing the junction of near and far
horizons: a method used elsewhere (eg Callanish VIII).
There is another alignment of stones running off to the NE
which marks the minor N moonrise. Other stones further
down the hillslope, protruding from the peat suggest the
possibility of more lunar settings.
NB 230 304 Callanish IV The elliptical stone setting of
Site IV stands in deep peat, some of which was cut away
by Worsae in 1846. A 20th-century drain was cut to remove
water from inside the site, exposing the smaller stones of
a central cairn. The tallest cairn stone is a flattened slab
set on edge with an attitude of 162.5°. Seen from Site IV,
the lower part of Sleeping Beauty is hidden by a nearby
hill where quartz was quarried prehistorically (Cnoc
Dubh). Only Sleeping Beauty’s face and torso can be seen
13km away. Seen from backsite ‘D’, the S extreme moon
rose from this short stretch of horizon and set only a few
minutes later. Site IV is also involved in viewing the S
extreme moon set seen from rocky outcrop A, c150m N.
Site IV is also involved in the view from Site XVII with the
final re-gleam of the moon in Glen Langadale.
NB 218 331 Callanish XIX The blocky single stone at Site
XIX, by a blackhouse ruin, is 1.0m N–S by 0.45m E–W by
0.70m tall. Broken facets around the sides and ends of the
stone reflect damage. The long axes of the stone appear
to indicate Roineval, Sleeping Beauty’s pillow. The low S
extreme moon’s path skimmed Roineval c24km away. This
could have been used to judge how close to the actual S
extreme it was. Site XVI has a similar alignment.
NB 2268 3207 Callanish XXVII In the peaty expanse of
the lower slopes of Cnoc Fillibhir Mhor is a 6m alignment
of four orthostats, 1.65km SE of site I, their tops barely
protrude from the peat. Viewed SW along the row, Clisham
can be seen on the horizon. The S extreme moon set into
the left slope of Clisham. The location and orientation of
this stone row unequivocally mark the S extreme moon
touching down on Clisham. This site could have been used
to record the 173 day perturbation cycle, by observation of
the point at which the moon intersects the Clisham.
NB 215 341 Callanish XIII This possible/probable site is
on a small tidal island now covered at high spring tides.
A trimmed slab, 1.3 x 0.5m by 0.10m thick lies on the
sparse vegetation of the island. The dimensions suggest
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that it was one of the series of stones marking stances for
viewing the S extreme moon on the horizon, which has
been dressed on all faces intended for use as a lintel or
gravestone etc. These orthostats are c1m high allowing for
a quarter of the length beneath the surface of the soil. From
this location the stones of Callanish I are visible in front of
Cnoc an Tursa 900m away and Clisham behind that. The
S extreme moon sets into the Clisham above the stones of
the circle. Realisation that site XIII fits the series of stances
for viewing the S extreme moon on the horizon gives more
credence to this being a genuine prehistoric location.
NB 213 338 Callanish XVI (Cliacabhaigh) This area has
been disturbed; however, three stones conforming to the
criteria of flattened slabs with a definite axes c1m high
can be found in the area. One free standing, one in a wall
and one almost submerged in a cultivation ridge, which
measured c0.97 x 0.75 x 0.16m. The three stones have
different orientations. There may well have been more
stones before crofting disturbances.
The free standing stone (1m long by 0.3m thick by 1m
high) is 15m E of a minor road which rises to the first
summit N of Site I. It is orientated at 118/298° neither
direction relating to the sacred horizon. It stands 800m
from the tall stone in the centre of Site I. Given that there
is an accurate N–S line running N from the burial cairn
on Cnoc an Tursa, via a line of pits, the stones of the S
row grazing the tall stone in the centre of the circle, to the
general area of Site XVI, one might expect an orthostat to
stand at due N. There is no visible evidence of this stone,
which would have been located at the E edge of the tarmac
road, but excavation might find evidence of a stone socket
oriented N–S.
The azimuth of the nearby submerged stone in the
crofting area was determined by probing at 162°. This may
relate to the rising of the S extreme moon, first appearance
against Sleeping Beauty’s torso. If the stone is in its original
position it indicated the S extreme moons lift-off from
Roineval at 169°.
NB 237 320 Callanish XVII (Druim na h’aon Cloich)
The fallen and broken stone at this location measures 1.7m
long. Allowing for the part in the socket, it would have
been 1.5m high, has an irregular surface and tapers to the
top. It does not conform to the general idea of c1m high
slabs with their axes clearly indicating a horizon feature
relating to the S extreme moon. Seen from Site XVII is a
deep valley, Glen Langadale at 200°, where the S extreme
moon appears briefly over Site IV circle. This is the last
appearance of the moon as its S extreme when viewed from
this position. Excavation of the socket might identify the
stones orientation.
NB 215 350 Callanish XII This stone is in situ having been
protected by Mrs Perrins of Garynahine during the building
of houses in the area. The orthostat of Site XII is the second
site which does not conform to the criteria outlined above
(c1m high with clear orientation). Its flattish E face leads
the eye to the right of Glen Langadale and to the hill of
Uisgnaval. Depending on the 173 day perturbation cycle,
the moon would have set in the right hand side of Glen
Langadale, Teilesval at c194.5° – 197.5°. This would be the
very last sighting of the S extreme moon.
NB 2158 3486 Callanish Site? (Aird na Moine) (DES
2001, 104) This stone was brought to my attention by the
late Simon Fraser of Callanish. It stood in the line of a
fence. It was 0.60m E–W, 0.85m tall and 0.08m thick with
0.40m below ground level. There were four or five packing
stones at its base. Its orientation of 65°/245° differs from
the line of the fence and does not relate to the S extreme

moon on its own. However, it may be that it and the nearby
Site XII stone were the remains of a level alignment (same
height) marking the last sighting of the S extreme moon.
The orthostat was deliberately removed by a crofter and
the field re-landscaped.
All horizon profiles relating to the above sites (except
for Callanish XXVII) can be found in BAR British Series
Monographs 88 (1981). This spread of orthostats, potentially
relating to the southern extreme moon, Sleeping Beauty
and the Clisham Hills would be notable even if none of the
standing stone circles stood in the vicinity.
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NEWS FROM HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
SCOTLAND’S DESIGNATIONS TEAM

listed building consent is only required where it is appropriate.

Creation of Historic Environment Scotland

A focus in recent years has been to improve transparency
around our decision making. We have been working to
create a new portal which we are delighted to announce was
launched on 1 October. All of our designation decisions as
well as scheduled monument consent decisions can now be
accessed by all at http://portal.historic-scotland.gov.uk.
Look out also for photographs and maps which will shortly
start to be added to new and revised listed building records in
one of the most significant visual changes to the list since it
began over 50 years ago.

On 1 October 2015, Historic Scotland (HS) and the Royal
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of
Scotland (RCAHMS) merged into a new non-departmental
public body, Historic Environment Scotland (HES). The new
body has taken on the responsibilities of HS and RCAHMS
and is the new lead public body for the country’s historic
environment.

Legislation changes

The creation of HES required legislative change which has
also resulted in some changes to the way we carry out our
designations work. One of those changes is a welcome new
appeal process for owners, occupiers and tenants of both
scheduled monuments and listed buildings.
The statutory right of appeal applies to new designations
and amendments to existing designations. Appeals are made
to the Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals.
Further information about appeals for listing and scheduling
can be found on our website.
Legislation also introduced on 1 October 2015 allows us to
be more precise about what is covered by a listing. We can
now legally state that any of the following may be excluded
from a listing:
• an object or structure fixed to the building
• any object or structure within the curtilage of the building
• any part or feature of a listed building that is not of
architectural or historic interest.
This will help to ensure that listing is proportionate and that

Improving transparency and our records

A new Designations Team

Previously our designations work was carried out by two
teams. Since 1 October we have merged these two teams to
form a new Designations Team. The new team has the same
responsibilities as before, carrying out designation for:
• scheduled monuments
• listed buildings
• the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes
• the Inventory of Historic Battlefields.
We also continue to provide advice to the Scottish Government
about the creation of Historic Marine Protected Areas and
are responsible for maintaining the Dictionary of Scottish
Architects.

Scheduled Monuments

During 2015, work has continued to focus on improving the quality
of the Schedule through an area-based programme of fieldwork.
In April and May, we travelled to Caithness and Sutherland

Grey Cairns of Camster (Crown Copyright Historic Environment Scotland)
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– an area where most of the sites were added to the schedule
in the early half of the 20th century and had not been
reassessed. Many of the monuments had been identified as
requiring rescheduling to bring the maps and legal documents
up to current standards. We also worked closely with the
local authority archaeologists and the North of Scotland
Archaeological Society to identify potential new sites for
assessment.
This part of Scotland has a wide range of archaeological
sites and monuments reflecting its significance as an area
of prehistoric settlement and later industry. Of particular
interest was the variety of prehistoric settlements and
funerary sites. We assessed several prehistoric burial
monuments including the impressive cairns Grey Cairns of
Camster. While prehistoric monuments were the primary
focus of the project, we also assessed two herring stations
from the 19th century. Herring fishing was an incredibly
important industry for the region and Scotland as a whole.
Another interesting site was an early salmon hatchery, a rare
survival of the heritage associated with game fishing. We
also visited a selection of 20th-century military sites. Over a
dozen sites were assessed including WWI training trenches,
arms/munitions depots and airfields.
2015 also saw the first official recognition of a nationally
important site relating to the Traveller community in
Scotland, with the scheduling of the heart-shaped setting
of quartz stones known as the Tinkers’ Heart in Argyll. Our
initial assessment had suggested that the site did not meet the
scheduling criteria. However, when we were asked to review
that decision we realised that we needed to carry out further
research into understanding the material heritage of Scottish
Travellers, a subject which had not been explored in detail
previously.
A consultation exercise was launched to gather more
evidence, and with other partners, we explored this less wellknown area of Scottish culture. The result was that the site is
now a scheduled monument and the new methodology used
in researching the site will help to inform our designation
work in the future.
Staying in Argyll, 2015 also saw the scheduling of the
Easdale slate quarries, following a period of consultation
with the owners, the local community, Argyll and Bute
Council and other parties. Easdale Island is well known
as one of the slate islands that ‘roofed the world’ and the
scheduling of the quarries and associated workings, gives
recognition to Easdale’s central role in the Scottish slate
industry. The island is also the venue of World Stone
Skimming Championships which take place at the quarries
each year. Scheduling, of course, will not interfere with the
championships but will add another layer of interest to this
fascinating site.

Listed Buildings

As part of our ongoing listing programme, the team has
been busy working with a number of stakeholders to
review their buildings.
We have recently completed a partnership project with the
Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service. This nationwide review
of their estate totalling around 50 buildings looked at both
listed and unlisted court houses. As part of this work Dunoon
Sheriff Court and Fort William Sheriff Court were recently listed
at category C. We are also working with the Scottish Prison
Service to review the three listed prisons in their ownership:
HMP Perth, HMP Castle Huntly and HMP Dumfries. The review
of HMP Perth and HMP Castle Huntly is now complete and the
results of this review can be found on our portal. The ice house
at Castle Huntly which had previously been listed at category B

Castle Huntly Ice House (Crown Copyright Historic Environment
Scotland)
was reviewed and listed at category A in recognition of its very
early date as a result of the project.
Building on our previous work reviewing the University of
Glasgow estate, we are now working with the University of
Edinburgh to review all the listed and unlisted buildings on
its estate. With just over 600 buildings being assessed this
is a major project for us. The results will be celebrated in a
landmark publication about the architectural history of the
university which will be launched in 2017.
As part of a range of projects to commemorate the centenary
of WWI the team is in the process of reviewing purpose-built
drill halls. The results of the review will be published in 2016.
We are continuing to work on our project to tackle ‘dual
designation’. In the past some sites were designated both
as scheduled monuments and listed buildings. We call this
‘dual designation’. These days we recognise that it is not
good practice for structures to be both scheduled and listed.
Removing dual designation will help to reduce confusion about
designation and provide clarity around the best approach for
managing these sites in the future. By the end of the project,
most dual designated sites which have been reviewed will be
either listed buildings or scheduled monuments, depending
on their character and circumstances. A few properties that
no longer meet the criteria for either listing or scheduling may
have the designations removed completely. Around 750 sites
have been ‘dual designated’ and we hope to have reviewed
500 of these sites by the time of the first anniversary of
Historic Environment Scotland on 1 October 2016.

The Inventory of Historic Battlefields

Consultation has been completed on an updated draft of the
Managing Change Guidance on Historic Battlefields. This
has taken into account the experiences of the first years of
the Inventory of Historic Battlefields, both within our own
organisation and with external colleagues, and it will be
published in the near future.

The Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes

Our main programme of work this year has been the
Inventory Refresh Project. With the overall aim of improving
the quality and consistency of the Inventory, we have
undertaken full reviews of 24 Inventory gardens and designed
landscapes across Scotland where we felt a fresh assessment
was especially merited. This programme has provided an
opportunity to revisit sites that were originally designated up
to 28 years ago and to look afresh at their relative importance
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within a national context. To date, 9 sites have been removed
from the Inventory and a number have been given updated
Inventory records with amended boundaries.
Meanwhile, we continue to respond to external requests.
One of our most recent reviews has been that of Blair
Adam in Perth and Kinross, an estate landscape designed
by William Adam in 1733, centred on Blair Adam House
and incorporating a mature, late 18th-century and early
19th-century park, woodland enclosures and a walled garden.
The designed landscape remains on the Inventory with a fully
revised Inventory record.

Historic Marine Protected Areas (Historic MPAs)

On 1 October 2015, Historic Environment Scotland became
statutory advisor to the Scottish Government on the designation
of Historic MPAs. The Designations Team continues to work
with partners on the Scottish Marine Protected Areas project.
This includes finalising a proposal to designate the wreck of
the paddle steamer, Iona I, in the Firth of Clyde which it is
anticipated will be subject to public consultation in 2016.

The Dictionary of Scottish Architects

The main focus of the period 2014–2015 has been the
expansion of the Dictionary of Scottish Architects to include
architects who practised before 1840. There are now entries
for the all major figures who worked in this period as well
as some of the lesser known architects and masons. During
the next few months entries will be expanded and refined as
further research is undertaken. Other parts of the dictionary
continue to develop with new and updated information
gleaned from trawling newly published material and from
information sent by users.

Outreach and Education

In 2015 the Designations Team attended a diverse range of
conferences, training workshops and seminars including:

European Association of Archaeologists meeting; Highland
Archaeology Week; Bute Historical Society; Tayside and
Fife Archaeological Committee conference; Edinburgh and
Borders archaeology group conference; Scottish Dive Show;
Local Authority Historic Environment Forum meetings;
Marine geophysical prospection meeting at Nottingham
University and Young Academy of the Royal Society of
Edinburgh. In additions to papers being delivered at several
of these, the opportunity was taken by colleagues to discuss
issues about heritage management and designation in
Scotland with the wider sector. As part of a condensed
period of fieldwork in the Caithness and Inverness areas
the team also delivered community-centred talks at Wick,
Dingwall and Inverness.

Publications

Our retail publications are available from all good booksellers
and our free publications can be viewed online on the
designation pages of our website.
Scotland’s Listed Buildings
This year we produced a revised edition of our free booklet
for owners and occupiers of listed buildings to take account
of recent legislative changes. This sets out what listing means
and how we assess buildings for designation.
Scotland’s Canals
This book celebrates Scotland’s five surviving major canals
and tells the story of their construction, abandonment and
renaissance as bustling hubs of activity and national assets.
Produced in partnership with Scottish Canals, this is the
third publication in the series which began with Scotland’s
Sporting Buildings and continued with Scotland’s First World
War. £11.99 ISBN 978 1 849171 65 6.
For information about our designations visit our website at
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk.
To search our portal for designations, decisions and special
downloads go to http://portal.historic-scotland.gov.uk.
If you’d like to contact the designations team please email
hs.listing@gov.scot or phone 0131 668 8701.

SURVEY AND RECORDING
Introduction

The format of this report continues that of previous years,
with summary accounts of RCAHMS field and aerial survey
programmes, plus details of educational and outreach
activities and a brief overview of accessions to the collection
up to 1 October 2015, when RCAHMS officially ceased to
exist. Thereafter, this work is described as being undertaken
by Historic Environment Scotland, Survey and Recording.
Fuller details of RCAHMS/HES, Survey and Recording
activities and the annual list of accessions can be found on
the RCAHMS website (www.rcahms.gov.uk) and Canmore,
the database for the National Record of the Historic
Environment (www.canmore.org.uk).

Summary

Front cover of Scotland’s Canals (Crown Copyright Historic
Environment Scotland)
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RCAHMS/HES (Survey and Recording) fieldwork in 2015
focused on: the aerial survey programme; special surveys –
some designed to provide specific training opportunities to
staff and others; community engagement; enhancement of
Canmore; and partnership working.
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Reconnaissance across Coll and Tiree recorded many post-medieval sites and landscapes for the first time including this ruinous
19th-century farmstead at Druim a’Choirce on Tiree. (DP 210147: Crown Copyright Historic Environment Scotland)

Aerial Survey

Aerial reconnaissance during 2015 saw a mixed economy of
work along both the east coast and the western seaboard.
Maritime reconnaissance focused on filling in gaps in coastal
coverage in the Lochinver area, around Arran, on Coll
and Tiree, and on the Western Isles. Recording of military
archaeology targeted Stobs Camp, near Hawick, and around
Inverness. The cropmark season was below par but generated
a scatter of previously unknown monuments in the south-east
and the north-east.

Canmore Mapping

The archaeological survey teams continue to systematically
map the extent of all new records added to Canmore. Notable
additions in 2015 include the mapping of the Isle of Muck,
the archaeological landscape around Lockerbie, Stobs Camp,
and shipbuilding yards from Greenock to Port Glasgow. In
addition to this work, the National Trust for Scotland has
mapped its entire estate using the Defining Scotland’s Places
methodology and this has been shared and pooled into the
main Canmore Mapping layer. The ambition, pending a
database upgrade, is to add the Canmore Mapping data into
the Canmore and Pastmap websites so as to improve public
access.

Carved Stone Programme

As part of its on-going programme of work to record all of
Scotland’s early medieval sculpture, HES has continued work
in NW Perthshire during 2015. Amongst the stones recorded
were the two complete and two fragmentary Pictish crossslabs at Fowlis Wester. On the smaller of the two complete

slabs, a new detail was noted for the first time: the ringed cross
rises from a rectangular base and is decorated with spirals in
the centre and is surrounded by a margin of diagonal key
pattern. Noted within this key pattern is a series of at least 15
round, oval and subtriangular pellets of varying size. Their
distribution appears to be random, suggesting that they may
simply be decorative ‘space fillers’ within the overall design.
However, whilst pellets are a fairly common occurrence
within panels of interlace and knot work, they are rare within
key pattern and only three other examples are known in a
Scottish context: Rosemarkie 2, Govan 15 and Fyvie 3.
Also recorded visually for the first time at Fowlis Wester
was an incised recumbent cross-slab which was first noted
by Niall Robertson in DES 1988 but, for the last 15 years or
so, has been covered by a path of concrete slabs. HES was
given permission to lift the slabs, record the stone and then
reinstate the path, which runs between the NW gate of the
graveyard and the door of the church.

Castle Surveys

Kinclaven, Perth and Kinross: This former royal castle was
surveyed in March as part of a programme of upgrading the
record of early stone castles, complementing the Collaborative
Doctoral research of William Wyeth of Stirling University on
this topic. Although now largely hidden in the trees, survey
has shown that the castle has an associated landscape that
includes outbuildings and enclosures, possibly for gardens.
The castle itself is some 39m square within a 2m thick wall,
still standing about 6m high despite being robbed of much of
its facing stones. The castle has no ditch, but it sits on a low
ridge that runs up to and is cut by the steep bank of the River
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

189

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT SCOTLAND

Coulter Motte, Wolfclyde – Among the features revealed by recent
survey are the degree of disturbance to the top of the motte and
the presence of a hitherto unsuspected bailey. (GV006023: Crown
Copyright Historic Environment Scotland)

Front face of the Fowlis Wester cross-slab (SC1448484: Crown
Copyright Historic Environment Scotland)
Tay on the SE. The castle has corner towers which appear
to have been rectangular and of variable dimensions. There
is a shallow buttress midway along the NW face which is
mimicked by the garderobe buttress midway along the SW.
The collapse of the NE wall precludes any confirmation that
there was anything to match it on that side. A broad entrance
opens onto the ridge on the NW and inside it to the NE are
steps up to the wall walk.
Despite its dilapidated state, it was possible to identify
ranges of buildings along three sides of the interior. The
location of the great hall along the SE side facing the River Tay
is marked by three tall splayed window openings. No trace
of an opposing stone wall was detected, suggesting a largely
timber building: similarly the rest of the buildings. A chamber
block probably stood adjacent to it on the SW, suggested by
the splay of a window opening high on the wall that coincides
with the beginning of a squared hollow in the ground
indicating a building some 6m in breadth. There was also a
range of buildings along the SW side, with a basement that
had access to a garderobe in the middle of that side. The offset
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position of the chute and its size suggest that the garderobe
pillar also provided for another garderobe chute at first floor
level. The building along the NE side of the interior had no
basement, but is now marked by a slight hollow extending SE
from the N corner.
Other sites: Two Lanarkshire castles and two in Sutherland
were surveyed in 2015. Of the former, Abington motte-andbailey castle was planned in the early spring and Coulter
(Wolfclyde) motte in June, at the launch of the Discovering
the Clyde Programme. The mottes at Proncy and Invershin
in Sutherland were both recorded in May, again as part of
the RCAHMS contribution to the Early Stone Castles project,
this time focusing on earthwork and timber castles. The two
Lanarkshire castles initially appeared to be very different
structures, there being no recorded outworks at Coulter.
However, close examination of the ground revealed evidence
for a possible bailey on the S side of the motte alongside the
River Clyde. The line of the bailey ditch on the S is marked by
a distinct terrace in the road past the motte and as a slighter
terrace across the paddock to the E. There is no visible
evidence of the ditch in the next paddock to the E, but the
return is traceable to the N running up to the motte. This is
a major change in our understanding of the site. By contrast,
neither of the two mottes at Proncy and Invershin display any
trace of a bailey, but are much larger in size, measuring 25m
and 40m respectively across the top as opposed to about 12m
at the Lanarkshire sites. Both were defended by ditches, of
which that at Proncy is now partly occupied by a mill pond,
suggesting it was originally fed by a spring and held water,
while that at Invershin may have been a dry moat. Both
mottes display traces of buildings on the top, suggesting that
they continued in use into the late medieval period. At Proncy
there are the stone and mortar ruins of perhaps two buildings
on the summit, the edge of which is marked by a stone
revetment wall with a possible entrance on the SW. Three
buildings are evident as low stony banks in the undergrowth
at Invershin.
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Survey using 3D Modelling

A low altitude aerial survey using an unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) was carried out over Hume Castle and the adjacent
deserted village in Berwickshire. The overlapping imagery
was processed using soft bench photogrammetry techniques
in AgiSoft’s PhotoScans to produce a 3cm resolution 3D model
that could be visualized in a variety of ways to enhance the
interpretation of subtle, ground surface features. An initial
field review of the castle site located the largely robbed
foundations of a bailey on the outcrop to the W of the present
structure, as well as phasing in the present folly that indicates
how it incorporated parts of earlier structures. This included
a garderobe chute in the SE face.
Experiments using the same techniques but with higher
altitude photography (above 2000ft) are being carried out
to produce similar high quality models with a resolution
of 10cm. For instance, models have been produced from
existing aerial photographic coverage for Tantallon in East
Lothian and the Motte of Urr in Dumfries and Galloway.
This is being explored as a complementary approach to
ground observation and survey.

Discovering the Clyde Programme

2015 saw the completion of the fieldwork for the ‘Connected
with the Clyde’ project which saw prospective walking
undertaken along both banks of the 160km long river and
resulted in a significant number of previously unrecorded sites
being identified. The official launch of the Discovering the
Clyde Programme, sponsored by DigIt!2015 and supported by
the AHRC as a Connected Communities Festival Event, took
place at the end of June. Participatory-based events on the day
included a 7km canoe trip down the river from Hardington
Mains to Wolfclyde, a photographic exercise to ‘capture’ the
heritage; and a ‘sights, sounds and smells’ activity on Coulter
Motte to imagine the place when it was occupied in the 12th
century. On the day, RCAHMS surveyors were on hand to
demonstrate survey techniques used to produce a plan of the
motte (see above).

Historic Land-use Assessment

The Historic Land-use Assessment (HLA), the first
comprehensive survey of the land use of Scotland since the
1930s, when it was first mapped by the Ordnance Survey, was

Hume Castle, Berwickshire. An image, exported from GIS, of a multi-view hillshade from 16 directions and sun angle set at 15°,
illustrating Hume Castle and its environs which include the remains of a medieval village, fields and trackways. (Crown Copyright
Historic Environment Scotland)
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completed in the summer of 2015. Since August, work has
focused on completing the HLAmap website http://hlamap.
org.uk/.

RCAHMS Community Engagement

The community engagement programme this year
concentrated on the Tomintoul and Glenlivet area, the focus
of a Heritage Lottery Funded (HLF) Landscape Partnership
Scheme, now in its development phase. So far, we have
concentrated on raising awareness of the built heritage of the
area, through lectures and guided walks during the summer,
followed by a field survey training course in September based
around ruined farmsteads in Glenlivet.
In June a party of staff and students from the University
of North Alabama were introduced to the resources at
John Sinclair House before joining members of the Killin
Archaeology Group in the survey of a pre-improvement
township at Brae Ledcharrie in Glen Dochart. Elsewhere,
support was given to local groups in Argyll, involving a
lecture at Port Appin on rural settlement followed by field
visits and discussion of sites near Duror, recorded by the Cuil
project under Scotland’s Rural Past.

Scotland’s Community Heritage Conference

This year the Community Heritage Conference, a partnership
venture led by HES and Archaeology Scotland, was held
at the Atholl Palace Hotel in Pitlochry. Professor Audrey
Horning of Queen’s University, Belfast, gave the keynote
speech, and was followed by volunteers offering talks on a
range of topics – from field survey in North Uist to the oral
history of farming communities around Glasgow Airport,
and from the celebration of pioneering guides on the Skye
Cuillin to the conservation of memorials in the Glasgow
Necropolis. For the first time, the conference looked beyond
Scotland, with a presentation on community archaeology in
Northern Ireland. Short, five-minute, presentations and even
shorter 60-second windows gave delegates the opportunity
to raise awareness of their projects. Workshops and seminars
introduced national projects such as Scotland’s Urban Past
and the Home Front Legacy Project, while others explored
issues such as fundraising and the legal aspects of Treasure
Trove. Participation is always a key theme at this conference,
and this year over 35 delegates offered a presentation of
one kind or another; perhaps more important, though, was
the opportunity the day provided for volunteers from every
corner of Scotland to meet one another to discuss topics
of mutual interest and exchange ideas and opinions. The
following day saw guided tours of Pitlochry’s townscape and
of local archaeology, led by staff from HES and Perth and
Kinross Heritage Trust.

Special Surveys

Dunloskin Wood, Argyll In April, at the request of Historic
Scotland, RCAHMS undertook a survey to record the
locations and characteristics of a group of 40 artificial
platforms in Dunloskin Wood, Dunoon. First identified
by the Cowal Archaeological Society in the 1960s, the
platforms occupy an area of oak woodland extending some
30ha across a NE-facing slope. Circular or oval in plan,
they range in size from 5.2–10m in diameter and, whilst
excavation undertaken in the 1970s revealed one of them to
be a stance for a Neolithic building, the majority are most
probably charcoal burning platforms of 18th- or 19th-century
date. Further, the pattern of their distribution strongly
suggests that this is the result of a series of episodes of
charcoal burning, probably based on a rotational mixed
regime of pollarding, coppicing and felling.
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Dunloskin charcoal burning platform, Dunoon – Absolutely typical
of charcoal burning platforms in the W of Scotland, which tend
to be circular or subcircular on plan, this example at Dunloskin
(Platform 30) is unusual, however, as there appear to be the
remains of what may be a contemporary structure sitting on it.
(GV005519: Crown Copyright Historic Environment Scotland)
Ewes Doors, Dumfries and Galloway The opportunity was
taken in November to survey the remains of the Roman
watch-tower at Ewes Doors, Dumfries and Galloway, a site
first recognised by the Ordnance Survey in 1962 and only
recognised as a possible Roman watch-tower by RCAHMS
in 1996. Situated on a natural rise, the earthwork comprises
an inner enclosure measuring 5m in diameter within
a bank 3m thick, and an outer enclosure about 17m in
diameter within a narrow ditch and outer bank about 3.5m
thick. Depressions in the turf within the inner enclosure
appear to indicate the presence of a 3m square setting of
four posts. There are gaps in both banks and a causeway
leads across the ditch on the NNE – the direction of the
Roman road some 30m downslope.
Eynhallow, Orkney A walkover survey of the island in August
will enable 30 Canmore entries to be enhanced by the
provision of revised site descriptions and digital photographs.
Lurg Moor, Greenock Following a revisit to the Roman fortlet
by RCAHMS staff in 2014 and the recognition that neither
the existing Canmore description nor the plan drawn in
1952 adequately represented what was actually visible on
the ground, the site was re-surveyed in April. Among the
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Lurg Moor – Survey by plane-table has demonstrated the
character of the surviving earthworks of the fortlet for the first
time. (GV005733: Crown Copyright Historic Environment Scotland)
features brought out by the new survey was the relationship
between the fortlet and the natural topography, the presence
of a counterscarp bank on the SE and SW, and the irregular
character of the ditch – the result of subsidence caused by
waterlogging having eroded its NE side.
Rousay, Orkney In the spring a survey team spent a week on
the island of Rousay, Orkney, as part of a partnership project
with the University of the Highlands and Islands. This saw
the mapping and recording of monuments in a predominantly
early 19th-century crofting landscape at Quandale at the
NW end of the island. Whilst the majority of the features
recorded were associated with and reflected the complexity
of a farming landscape that both expanded and contracted
over time, earlier remains also survive and new discoveries
include a cist, probably of Bronze Age date, lying open a short
distance from one of the farmsteads.

Breek farmstead, Rousay – This farmstead, one of several
abandoned in the 1840s in Quandale, displays a number of
features shared with other farmsteads in the area, including
the positioning of a kiln-barn close to the main dwelling and
the presence of a secondary bed-neuk attached to the dwelling.
(GV006024: Crown Copyright Historic Environment Scotland)
Strathearn Forts, Perth and Kinross Two forts were surveyed
in Strathearn in 2015, the first on the summit of Ogle
Hill, 2km SE of Auchterarder, in February, the second on
‘The Roundel’, a wooded craggy knoll 1.5km S of Perth
in November. Ogle Hill was surveyed ahead of excavation
by Glasgow University’s SERF project, and a number of
previously unrecorded features were recorded, including
the use of the hill as part of a larger 19th-century designed
landscape. Survey at ‘The Roundel’, resulted from RCAHMS
staff recognising (during a visit to the SERF excavation
there in 2013) that previously unrecorded remains of the
defences survived as upstanding features on the W side of
the fort. Survey confirmed the presence of these features,
but examination of the site also revealed that the whole
top of the knoll, including the interior of the fort, had been
extensively landscaped in the early 1960s when the house
that presently occupies the summit was built.
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Excavation of a roundhouse at Old Scatness, Shetland. (Copyright: University of Bradford: SC 1509195)

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
St Kilda: The Last and Outmost Isle

St Kilda: The Last and Outmost Isle by Angela Gannon and
George Geddes, was published on 1 November 2015. St Kilda is
an enigmatic and awe-inspiring landscape, a starkly beautiful
vision of ‘life on the edge’ which has fascinated everyone
from travellers, antiquarians and conservationists to writers,
film crews and tourists. And, perhaps as a result, it is one of
the most mythologised and misunderstood places on earth.
Authors and archaeologists Angela Gannon and George Geddes
spent over nine months living and working on St Kilda, and
were part of a joint RCAHMS and National Trust for Scotland
team which has been researching its complex and remarkable
history for more than a decade. In this new book they turn the
popular perception of the archipelago on its head. St Kilda,
they argue, has never existed in total isolation, but has always
been linked to a network of communities scattered across the
north western seaboard and the Highlands of Scotland. Their
conclusion is that what makes these islands so special is not
their distance from ‘civilisation’, but rather their enduring
capacity to remain a living, connected part of Scotland over
the course of some 3000 years.
St Kilda was selected as Waterstone’s Scottish Book of the
Month, and in its launch week, generated significant press
coverage, including BBC Online and Radio, The Times, The
Herald, The Scotsman, The National, the Scottish Daily
Express and the Metro. The estimated audience reach of this
coverage was over 2.8 million. In addition, Facebook posts
reached 23,500 people and received 105 shares and 209
likes, while Twitter posts generated 111 likes and 78 retweets.
The book has been reviewed Country Life, Scottish Field,
Current Archaeology and the Press and Journal (as Book of
the Week). Author George Geddes was also invited to speak
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about St Kilda at Glasgow’s Aye Write! literary festival in
March 2016. To date, over 3000 copies of the book have sold
in hardback. A new paperback edition will be published in
August 2016 to tie in with St Kilda day.

COLLECTIONS
Historic Environment Scotland receives a wide range of
documentary material from all forms of archaeological
projects, including excavation and watching briefs, surveys
and historic building recording. This year we have received
archives, both physical and digital, from numerous
units, societies and individuals, including ACFA, Alder
Archaeology, AOC Archaeology, Cameron Archaeology Ltd,
CFA Archaeology Ltd, Connolly Heritage Consultancy, CgMs
Consulting, Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society, Stuart
Farrell, Headland Archaeology Ltd, Kilmartin House Museum,
Kirkdale Archaeology, National Museums Scotland, The
National Trust for Scotland, North of Scotland Archaeological
Society, Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology and Orkney
Archaeological Trust, Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Rebecca
Shaw Archaeological Services, and Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services.
Among these we are delighted to welcome to the collection
archives from several major projects, including those from the
excavations at Old Scatness, Shetland, 1995–2006, and Tofts
Ness, Orkney, 1984–8, by Steve J Dockrill and Julie Bond,
University of Bradford, and from Barnhouse and Maes Howe,
by Colin Richards, 1986–91.
We have also received archive from a number of older
investigations, including field notebooks, correspondence
and photographs relating to Professor Charles Thomas’
excavations on Iona, 1956–63. Other older archives include
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the excavations of the medieval church site at The Hirsel,
Berwickshire, by Rosemary Cramp and Caroline DouglasHome, 1977–9, excavations at Auldhill, Portencross, by GJ
Ewart and DH Caldwell, 1987–9, and excavations at the
Sculptor’s Cave, Moray, by IA and AN Shepherd, 1979.
Apart from the very oldest projects, most archives now
accessioned are at least partially digital: among these, some
of the most visually interesting 3D scans, such as the Dundee
medieval coffin covers, and Midsteeple, Dumfries, by AOC
Archaeology.
Marine archaeology is also served, with material on the
Kennemerland, the Wrangels Palais and Duart Point, by
Cotswold Archaeology, 2014–15.
Visual recording of early medieval sculpture continues,
with a drawing of the Jedburgh shrine panel, by Ian G Scott
and research notes and sketches compiled while preparing
the measured drawings of the Cadboll Cross.
Archaeological research in Scotland owes much to the
generous financial backing of the Hunter Trust: committee
minutes and other papers, and reports from the projects the
Trust has supported, are now available for consultation by
researchers.
Copies of guidelines for the creation of paper and digital
archives are available online, through the Freedom of
Information section of our website www.rcahms.gov.uk. For
further information and advice, please contact Iain Fraser or
Emily Nimmo.
The Historic Environment Scotland public search room in
John Sinclair House is open for consultation from Tuesday
to Friday, 9.30 to 17.00. As noted above, as many of our
collections are now stored away from John Sinclair House, to
ensure that material is available, it is advisable to arrange an
appointment prior to visiting the Search Room.
John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace, Edinburgh EH8 9NX
Telephone 0131 662 1456 Fax 0131 662 1477/1499
Email info@rcahms.gov.uk Website www.rcahms.gov.uk

Crouched burial exposed by excavations at The Hirsel, Scottish
Borders. (Copyright: R Cramp and C Douglas-Home: SC 1509196)

General view of Achadun Castle, Lismore, excavated by Dennis Turner, 1970–1. (Crown Copyright: Historic Environment Scotland
SC 715133)
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RADIOCARBON DATES ASSOCIATED WITH THE SCOTTISH HISTORY
AND ARCHAEOLOGY DEPARTMENT, NATIONAL MUSEUMS
SCOTLAND, 2014/15
Alison Sheridan (JAS), Alexandra Shepherd (ANS), David Clarke (DVC), Fraser Hunter (FJH),
Gordon Cook (GC) and Philip Naysmith (PN)
This year’s report is brief, mainly because much of JAS’ and her colleagues’ time this year was taken up with the move
of the Department’s reserve collections (1.5 million items) to a new store at Granton on the outskirts of Edinburgh
(Sheridan 2015), and because much of the sampling for radiocarbon dating has occurred towards the end of the reporting
year, with the results to be published in the next DES volume. Furthermore, the dates that have been obtained on animal
bones from Skara Brae and the Links of Noltland for Professor Alasdair Whittle’s Times of their Lives project (and funded
by that project) will be published in the relevant publications (DV Clarke and Shepherd forthcoming; DV Clarke et al.
forthcoming). However, one date relevant to that project, obtained from a cattle bone found among the earliest material at
Skara Brae during David Clarke’s excavations in 1972–73 and funded by National Museums Scotland (NMS), is reported
on below.
The sampling that has occurred within the last few months relates to two major projects designed to obtain ancient
DNA from Scottish human remains; the radiocarbon dating of previously undated NMS samples that feature in these
projects forms part of this work. One of the projects – ‘GenScot’ – is led by Professor Ian Armit of Bradford University in
collaboration with Professor David Reich of Harvard University, and it features (inter alia) around 70 samples from the
NMS Scottish human remains collections, ranging in date from the Neolithic to the Viking period. The other is a major
Wellcome Trust project, led by Professor Ian Barnes (Natural History Museum) and Professor Mark Thomas (University
College London), called ‘Human Adaptation to Changing Diet and Infectious Disease Loads, from the Origins of Agriculture
to Present’ http://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/our-work/origins-evolution-and-futures/human-adaptation-diet-disease.
html. Most of the NMS-sample dating for that project (and part of the dating for the GenScot project) will actually be
undertaken as part of a third project – the doctoral research on the Mesolithic-Neolithic transition by Jessica Bownes,
based at the SUERC dating laboratory. This interdigitation of projects is characteristic of the way in which NMS undertakes
and facilitates collaborative research.
The NMS-funded radiocarbon dates for this year are as follows (with calibrated results obtained using OxCal v4.2.4
and using the IntCal13 atmospheric curve; the results are not rounded off):

Cattle bone from Skara Brae (Canmore ID 1663)
Object, context, label

Lab no.

δ13C‰

Date BP

Scapula of immature bos. Trench 1,
context 166 (clay pan). NMS unreg

GU37865
(SUERC-61322)

-22.0

4284±30

Calibrated date cal BC at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
2912–2888
3009–2874

Discussion (ANS): This bone was dated in order to resolve questions concerning the interface between the earliest
activity at Skara Brae and the settlement proper as attested by David Clarke’s excavations in 1972–3 (DV Clarke 1976),
and to assist with the final modelling of all the Skara Brae dates, undertaken by Peter Marshall (English Heritage) on
behalf of the Times of their Lives project. It confirmed that the context in question did not form part of the earliest
period of activity, but belonged rather to the initial phase of the Grooved Ware-associated settlement. For other,
previously-published Skara Brae dates, see Sheridan et al. 2012.

Adult male from long cist found 1975, Carmuirs gravel pit, Camelon, Stirling (Canmore ID 46911)
Object, context, label

Lab no.

δ13C‰

Date BP

Left tibia, adult male, from long cist; skeleton
associated with iron sword, iron spearhead with
fragments of its shaft remaining, a shield boss, and
bones from a second individual. NMS unreg.

GU37864
(SUERC-61321)

-20.6

1969±30

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
Cal AD 3–68
44 cal BC – cal AD 85

Comment (FJH): The date indicates this is most unlikely to be a Roman period burial, as initially thought (Breeze et al.
1976). Instead it can be seen as a late Iron Age warrior burial, a conclusion consistent with other local burials (notably
the Marshill, Alloa burial, closely similar in date and weaponry) and the rite, with multiple inhumations in cists being
a feature of eastern Scotland.
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Infant skull from Borness ‘Bone Cave’, Dumfries & Galloway (Canmore ID 63989)
Object, context, label

Lab no.

δ13C‰

Date BP

Calibrated date cal BC at
68.2% and 95.4% probability

Fragment of infant skull aged between
12 and 24 months. From deposits in
cave. NMS X.BN (no no.)

GU37863
(SUERC-61320)

-21.1

2784±30

980–899
1006–844

Comment (JAS): Given that the artefactual
finds from this cave are of Roman Iron Age
date (Corrie et al. 1874; WB Clarke 1876;
1878), the discovery that human remains
had been deposited around a millennium
earlier is a significant revelation. The
very young age of the individual is also
noteworthy, as is the fact that at least two
other infants’ skulls of roughly the same
age (i.e. between one and two years) were
also found in the cave, with two embedded
in breccia. It is uncertain whether the dated
skull fragment is the one referred to by WB
Clarke (1878, 675) as follows: ‘Another
portion of human skull has been discovered
about 4 feet under the original surface of the
cave floor, and almost vertically under the
datum peg, consisting of the parietal bone
of a child. The bone evidently belonged to a
child differing little if at all in age from that
to whom the previous skull bone belonged.’
The date is strikingly similar to two that
had been obtained from child bones from Infant skull embedded in cave sediment, similar to the skull dated to the Late Bronze
the Sculptor’s Cave, Covesea, Moray, as Age, from Borness Cave, Dumfries & Galloway. (Photo: Alison Sheridan, NMS)
part of Armit et al.’s dating project on the
human remains from that cave (Armit et al. 2007, 258, 271–2 and table 2). Furthermore, at Covesea there appeared to be a
practice of displaying children’s skulls during the Late Bronze Age (ibid.) While at least one post-cranial infant bone was
found at Borness, nevertheless, the possibility remains that infant remains were being manipulated there during the Late
Bronze Age, as they had been at Covesea.

References
Armit, I, Schulting, R, Knüsel, C and Shepherd, IAG 2011 Death, decapitation and display? The Bronze and Iron Age human
remains from Sculptor’s Cave, Covesea, North-east Scotland. Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society 77, 251–78
Breeze, DJ, Close-Brooks, J and Ritchie, JNG 1976 Soldiers’ burials at Camelon, Stirlingshire, 1922 and 1975. Britannia 7, 73–95
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Stationery Office
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL ADVISORS AND THEIR
AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
Many of the projects described in Discovery and excavation in Scotland include an input by the archaeological advisors to
local authorities. Amongst their core activities, these advisors have a responsibility to monitor planning applications and
other proposed developments in their area, and to ensure that adequate provision is made for archaeological recording if
such developments are to go ahead. This responsibility may include writing the specification for work to be undertaken by
archaeological contractors, and monitoring that work to ensure that appropriate standards are being achieved.
The following list gives details of local authority archaeological advisors, and indicates their areas of responsibility.

Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus and Moray
Bruce Mann
Archaeology Service
Planning and Environmental Services
Aberdeenshire Council
Woodhill House
Westburn Road
Aberdeen AB16 5GB
Tel 01224 664726
Fax 01224 664879
Email archaeology@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Argyll and Bute; Glasgow City; E Ayrshire;
E Renfrewshire; Inverclyde; N Ayrshire; Renfrewshire;
S Ayrshire; S Lanarkshire; W Dunbartonshire;
W Lothian; Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National
Park (Argyll and W Dunbartonshire part)
West of Scotland Archaeology Service
Charing Cross Complex
20 India Street
Glasgow G2 4PF
Tel 0141 287 8330
Fax 0141 287 9259
Email enquiries@wosas.glasgow.gov.uk

Dumfries and Galloway

Andrew Nicholson
Development Planning and Environment
Dumfries and Galloway Council
Militia House, English Street
Dumfries DG1 2HR
Tel 01387 260154
Fax 01387 260149
Email Andrew.nicholson@dumgal.gov.uk

Dundee City; East Dunbartonshire and
North Lanarkshire

Thomas Rees
Consultant Archaeologist
Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops
Kilwinning
Ayrshire KA13 6PU
Tel 01294 542848
Fax 01294 542849
Email archaeology.dundee@rathmell-arch.co.uk
Email archaeology.eastdunbartonshire@rathmell-arch.co.uk
Email archaeology.northlan@rathmell-arch.co.uk
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East Lothian

Stephanie Leith
Archaeology Service
East Lothian Council
John Muir House
Haddington
East Lothian EH41 3HA
Tel 01620 827254
Fax 01620 827038
Email heritage@eastlothian.gov.uk

City of Edinburgh

John A Lawson
Curator of Archaeology
CECAS
Corporate Services
City of Edinburgh Council
Museum of Edinburgh
142 Canongate
Edinburgh EH8 8DD
Tel 0131 558 1040
Fax 0131 558 1090
Email john.lawson@cecas.freeserve.co.uk

Falkirk

Geoff Bailey
Keeper of Archaeology and Local History
Falkirk Museum
Callendar House
Callendar Road
Falkirk FK1 1YR
Tel 01324 503783
Fax 01324 503771
Email geoff.bailey@falkirkcommunitytrust.org

Fife

Douglas Speirs
Fife Council
Town House
2 Wemyssfield
Kirkcaldy KY1 1XW
Tel 01592 583 391
Fax 01592 417 886
Email douglas.speirs@fife.gov.uk

LO C A L AU T H O R I T Y A DV I S O R S
Highland

Stirling and Clackmannanshire

Orkney

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles)

Andrew Puls
Countryside, Planning and Development Service
Highland Council
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness IV3 5NX
Tel 01463 702250
Fax 01463 702298
Email Andrew.puls@highland.gov.uk

Julie Gibson
Archaeology Centre
Orkney College
Weyland
Kirkwall
Orkney KW15 1LX
Tel 01856 569341
Fax 01856 569007
Email julie.gibson@orkney.uhi.ac.uk

Murray Cook
Stirling Council
Planning Services
Viewforth
Stirling FK8 2ET
Tel 01786 442752
Fax 01786 443003
Email cookm@stirling.gov.uk

Western Isle Archaeologist
Museum nan Eilean
Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis HS1 2NF
Tel 01851 709266
Fax 01851 706318

Perth and Kinross; Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
National Park (Perth and Kinross part)
David Strachan
Area Archaeologist
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust
The Lodge
4 York Place
Perth PH2 8EP
Tel 01738 477080/1
Fax 01738 477089
Email dlstrachan@pkc.gov.uk

Scottish Borders

Christopher Bowles
Archaeology Officer
Economic Development and Regeneration
Scottish Borders Council HQ
Newtown St Boswells TD6 0SA
Tel 01835 826622
Fax 01835 825158
Email Christopher.Bowles@scotborders.gov.uk

Shetland

Val Turner
Shetland Archaeologist
Shetland Amenity Trust
Garthspool
Lerwick
Shetland ZE1 0NY
Tel 01595 694688
Fax 01595 693956
Email val@shetlandamenity.org
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C U R R E N T P O S T - G R A D U AT E R E S E A R C H

CURRENT POST-GRADUATE SCOTTISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH IN THE UK
This is not necessarily an exhaustive list. University departments providing courses in archaeology were asked to give details
of post-graduate research involving Scottish sites or materials. The information below is that provided by the institutions who
responded. Any readers engaged in research are encouraged to submit details for publication in the next volume.
Institution

Name

Research

Univ Aberdeen

Claire Christie

Farming on the edge: Towards an understanding of the first
farming societies of Shetland

2017

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Candy Hatherley

Pathways to Power: The Iron Age settlement archaeology
of the Moray Firthlands

2015

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Gavin Lindsay

Legacies of Conflict: Approaches to the World War Two
archaeology of small islands

2016

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Michael Stratigos

Living on Water: Crannogs in NE Scotland

2017

PhD

Univ Canterbury
Nick Hannon
Christ Church		

Hidden landscape of a Roman Frontier – landscape archaeology,
history and heritage management of the Antonine Wall

2018

PhD

Univ Durham

Stephanie Piper

The Mesolithic of the Western Isles of Scotland

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Gemma Cruikshanks

Iron in the Iron Age: a long-term case study from Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Graeme Erskine

Roman roads between the Antonine Wall and Hadrian’s Wall

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Rachel Ford

Later Prehistoric Landscapes in Northern Britain

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Johnny Horn

Establishing dating and chronologies of hillforts in Britain
and Ireland

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Owain Mason

Dialogues, transitions and social preference: reassessing the
importance of Beaker type pottery in Scotland

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Caroline Mamwell

It rained a lot and nothing much happened: land use,
settlement and society in Bronze Age Orkney

2016

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Deborah Reginiano

Activity markers in Neolithic populations of Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Scott Stetkiewicz

Iron production in the Iron Age of the nearer continent and
Britain: a scientific analysis of smelting systems

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Aiden Walsh

Fortifications in early medieval Scotland and Britain

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Simon Wood

The forts and promontory forts of western Scotland

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Anouk Busset

Early medieval sculpture in ‘barbarian’ Europe

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Leigh Garst

The Scottish tower house revisited

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Kevin Grant

Evocations of modern Scottish Highland and Island landscapes

2016

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Helen Green

Perceptions and pasts in the planning process of Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Morgana McCabe

Liminal faces and places: the feared other in the
archaeological landscape

TBD

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Shirley Ann Watson

The cultural associations and contemporary interpretation
of Scottish battlefields

TBD

PhD

Univ Highlands
Siobhan Cooke
and Islands Orkney		
College		

Animal remains and animal artefacts in burial and
settlement as a means of religious expression in
Late Iron Age and Viking Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ St Andrews

Landscapes: windblown sands and prehistoric settlement

2017

PhD
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LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS
Contributors to this issue of Discovery and excavation in Scotland are listed below. Comments or queries should be addressed
to the contributors

ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL: Aberdeen City Council Customer
Service Centre (please also specify service), Ground Floor,
Marischal College, Broad Street, Aberdeen AB10 1AB

BAILIE, W: See GUARD Ltd

ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL ARCHAEOLOGY SERVICE:
Woodhill House, Westburn Road, Aberdeen AB16 5GB

BAKER, L: See Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd

ACCESS Archaeological Condition Services, 36 Victoria Road,
Kirkcaldy KY1 1DR

BAILLIE, D: c/o S Docherty
BARROWMAN, C: 16 Eorodale, Port of Ness,
Isle of Lewis HS2 0TR
BARTON, R: c/o N Card

ACCESS ARCHAEOLOGY: https://www.facebook.com/
Access-Archaeology-220567611416105/

BARTON, T: c/o G Savory

ADDYMAN ARCHAEOLOGY: St Ninian’s Manse, Quayside Street,
Edinburgh EH6 6EJ

BELL, S: c/o R Aitken

AITKEN, R: See ORCA

BECKET, A: See Northlight Heritage
BENNACHIE LANDSCAPES FIELDWORK GROUP:
Bailies of Bennachie, PO Box 11535, Huntly AB54 9AD

ALDER ARCHAEOLOGY LTD: 55 South Methven Street,
Perth PH1 5NX

BENVIE, R: See Angus Museums

ALLAN, D: See GUARD Archaeology Ltd

BENYSEK, M: See Kirkdale Archaeology

ALLSOP, C: See Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd

BICKET, A: See Wessex Archaeology

ANGUS COUNCIL: Angus House, Orchardbank Business Park,
Forfar DD8 1AX

BIGGAR ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP:
www.biggararchaeology.org.uk/

ANGUS MUSEUMS: See Montrose Museum and Art Gallery

BIRCH, S: See West Coast Archaeological Services

AOC ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP: Edgefield Road Industrial Estate,
Loanhead, Midlothian EH20 9SY

BLACK, S: See Northlight Heritage

AOC ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP: Ardyne Studio, Bank Street,
Cromarty IV11 8YE
ARABAOLAZA, I: See GUARD Archaeology Ltd
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY AND CONSULTING: Geoffrey
Manton Building, Manchester Metropolitan University,
Oxford Road, Manchester M15 6LL
ARCHAEOLOGY FOR COMMUNITIES IN THE HIGHLANDS (ARCH)
The Goods Shed, The Old Station, Strathpeffer IV14 9DH
ARCHAEOLOGY INSTITUTE: Orkney College UHI, East Road,
Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1LX
ARCHAEOLOGY SCOTLAND: Suite 1a, Stuart House,
Eskmills, Station Road, Musselburgh EH21 7PB

BLACKWELL, A: See National Museums Scotland
BLAIRGOWRIE GEOSCIENCE: 7 Lochy Terrace,
Blairgowrie PH10 6HY
BOND, JM: c/o SJ Dockrill
BOWLER, D: See Alder Archaeology Ltd
BRABY, A: See National Museums Scotland
BRADLEY, R: See University of Reading
BRADLEY-LOVEKIN, T: See AOC Archaeology Group
BROOKES, J: See Dunkeld Chapter House Museum and
Community Archive
BROPHY, K: See University of Glasgow

ARCHAEOLOGY SHETLAND:
http://www.archaeologyshetland.org/

BROWN, M: See Biggar Archaeology Group

ARDNAMURCHAN COMMUNITY ARCHAOELOGY: Matenderere,
Kilchoan, Acharacle PH36 4LL

CACHART, R: See Alder Archaeology Ltd

ARDNAMURCHAN TRANSITION PROJECT:
http://butstillitmoves.com/atp_wpv4/
ARGYLL ARCHAEOLOGY: Davaar Cottage, Campbeltown,
Argyll PA28 6RE
ARMIT, I: See University of Bradford
ASPLAND, L: c/o P Fox
AUGER, R: See Access Archaeology
ATKINSON, J: See GUARD Archaeology Ltd
BAILEY, E: See Headland Archaeology Ltd
BAILEY, L: See Headland Archaeology Ltd

BUSTER, L: See University of Bradford
CAMERON, ALASDAIR: c/o R Spencer-Jones
CAMERON, ALISON: See Cameron Archaeology
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CAMERON, R: See Addyman Archaeology
CARD, N: See Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology (ORCA)
CARRUTHERS, G: See CFA Archaeology Ltd
CARRUTHERS, M: See Archaeology Institute, UHI
CAVERS, G: See AOC Archaeology Group
CENTRE FOR STEWARDSHIP: The Stables, Falkland Estate,
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Archaeology Data Service

NTS

National Trust for Scotland

AHRC

Arts and Humanities Research Council

OASIS

AMS

Accelerator Mass Spectrometry

Online Access to the index of archaeological
investigations

AOC

All-Over-Corded

OD

Ordnance Datum

ARCH

Archaeology for Communities in the Highlands

ODN

Ordnance Datum (Newlyn)

CBA

Council for British Archaeology

ORCA

Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology

CECAS

City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service

OS

Ordnance Survey

CHC

Connolly Heritage Consultancy

PKHT

Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

CNES

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

PLC

Public limited company

DES

Discovery and excavation in Scotland

POW

Prisoner of war

DGPS

Differential Global Positioning System

RAF

Royal Air Force

EAFS

Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

RCAHMS

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland

EGB

English Garden Bond

RoCAS

Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services

ELCAS

East Lothian Council Archaeology Service

SAM

Scheduled Ancient Monument

ERT

Electrical resistance tomography

SCAPE

FCS

Forestry Commission Scotland

Scottish Coastal Archaeology and the Problem of
Erosion

GPR

Ground Penetrating Radar

SCHARP

Scotland’s Coastal Heritage at Risk Project

GPS

Global Positioning System

SCHR

Scottish Church Heritage Research

HAS

Highland Archaeology Services

SERF

Strathearn Environs and Royal Forteviot

HER

Historic Environment Record

SMR

Sites and Monuments Record

HES

Historic Environment Scotland

SUDS

Sustainable urban drainage systems

HHER

Highland Council Historic Environment Record

SUERC

Scottish Universities Environmental Research
Centre

HLF

Heritage Lottery Fund

TT

Treasure Trove

LTD

Limited

UCD

University College Dublin

NGR

National Grid Reference

UHI

University of the Highlands and Islands

NMRS

National Monuments Record of Scotland

UK

United Kingdom

NMS

National Museums Scotland

WoSAS

West of Scotland Archaeology Service

NOSAS

North of Scotland Archaeological Society

WW1/ WW2

World War 1/ World War 2

NRHE

National Record of the Historic Environment

XRF

X-ray fluorescence

Notes:
Unless otherwise specified the map references shown in brackets in the archaeological contributions section of DES refer
to the associated site on CANMORE, the Historic Environment Scotland online database (https://canmore.org.uk).
Creation of Historic Environment Scotland
On 1 October 2015, Historic Scotland (HS) and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of
Scotland (RCAHMS) merged into a new non-departmental public body, Historic Environment Scotland (HES). The new
body has taken on the responsibilities of HS and RCAHMS and is the new lead public body for the country’s historic
environment.
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Deer 27–9;
Iona 44, 45;
Kelso 154;
Kilwinning 127;
Kinneddar 125, 125;
Melrose 155;
Paisley 151;
Perth 149, 149;
Stirling 172;
Tongland 60–1, 60;
Torphichen 178
Abercorn (W Loth),
House of The Binns 176
Aberdeen City:
Aberdeen Art Gallery 8;
Causewayend Primary School 8;
Chaplain’s Court 9;
Dominican Friary 8–9, 8;
John Street 8;
North Deeside Road 8;
Robert Gordon University 8–9, 8;
Skate’s Nose Jetty 9, 9;
South Esplanade West 8;
Station Hotel 9
see also Cove; Craibstone;
Cults; Kingswells;
Loirston Loch;
Milltimber; Nigg;
Old Machar; Peterculter
Aberdeenshire 10–31
Aberfeldy (P & K):
Errichel Farm 139;
Lundin 147
Aberlour (Moray),
Daugh of Allachie 123
Abernethy (P & K),
The Wee Big Dig 136–7
Aberuthven (P & K),
Belhie 137, 137
Abington (S Lans):
castle 190;
primary school 165
Achnacarry (Highld),
recording 106, 106
Aikengall (E Loth),
wind farm 67

Airth (Falk),
terret 79–80, 79
Alford (Aberdeens):
Ardgathen 10–11;
Meikle Endovie 11
Alloa (Clacks), cable route 53
Allt Leacachan (Stirlg) 169, 169
Almondvale (W Loth),
stadium 178
Ancrum (Borders),
Broom Farm 151, 151
Andershaw (S Lans),
wind farm 166
Angus 31–6
Antonine Wall 63, 80, 128–9
anvil stones 135, 149
Anwoth (D & G),
Auchenlarie 54
Applecross (Highld),
landscapes 87–8, 87
Arbroath (Angus),
finds 31, 31, 35
ard marks 13
Ardanaiseig (Ag & B),
Hill Park Croft House 40–1
Ardeonaig (Stirlg),
hydro scheme 171
Ardesier (Highld),
Fort George 89
Ardfern (Ag & B),
Dun Mhuilig 38
Ardnamurchan (Highld):
Acharacle 89;
Camas nan Gaell 89–90;
Camasinas 89;
Dun Mhurchaidh 90–1, 91;
Mingarrypark 91
Ardtalnaig (P & K),
survey 144–5
Ardtornish Castle (Highld) 111
Argyll and Bute 36–53
Armadale (W Loth),
Cowdenhead wind farm 176
Arran (N Ayrs):
aerial survey 189;
Glenscorrodale 127
Arrochar (Ag & B),
Succoth 50
arrowheads
barbed and tanged 44, 119
leaf-shaped 119, 124
not specified 54

Auchenheath (S Lans),
Muirhouse and Netherton Farms
167
Auchinduich (Highld),
survey 95–6, 96
Auchinleck (E Ayrs),
Dumfries House and estate 61, 62
Auchterarder (P & K),
Ogle Hill 193
Auldearn (Highld), axe 91–2, 91
axes
Neolithic:
Beorgs of Uyea 157;
Cnoc Araich 51;
Tarradale 118, 119;
Tullybaccart 145, 145;
Wellhill 143
Bronze Age:
Aldbar 31;
Auchenlarie 54;
Auldearn 91–2, 91;
Balchraggan 109;
Bankfoot 138;
Boarhills 84;
Cauldbarns 174, 174;
Connage 112, 112;
Cruden 16;
Dunfallandy 147;
Ettrickbridge 154–5, 155;
Leslie 82;
Montrose 34;
Munlochy 109;
Nethermills 126, 126;
Ospidale 97, 97;
Rossie 144;
Tarradale 119, 119;
Taynuilt 36;
West Dron 139
Ayr (S Ayrs),
Ayr Academy 160
balance beam,
medieval 100
Balchraggan (Highld),
finds 109
Balfron (Stirlg),
Roman Road 168
Ballimore (Stirlg),
hydro scheme 168
Ballingry (P & K), mount 149
Balmaha (Stirlg),
Arrochymore Cottage 168
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Banchory (Aberdeens),
Marywell 12
Banff (Aberdeens),
Golden Knowes Road 12
Bankfoot (P & K), finds 138
Bannockburn (Stirlg),
Firs Crescent 174
Bar Hill (E Duns),
fort 63
barns 107, 111, 131
barrows see long cairn; ring ditches;
round barrows; square barrows
battlefields 187;
Bannockburn 174;
Camperdown 145;
Culloden 100, 101;
Dunkeld 140;
Killiecrankie 148;
Pinkie 65, 66;
Sauchieburn 174;
Sheriffmuir 169–70
beads
Iron Age 148, 148
Anglo-Saxon 100
Viking 160
medieval 149
not dated 35
Bearsden (E Duns):
Burgh Halls 63;
Cochno Stone 176, 176
Beith (N Ayrs),
Broadstone Hall Farm 127
Belhelvie (Aberdeens),
Aberdeen Western Peripheral
Route 12–13
belt fitting 148
Ben Cruachan (Ag & B),
hydro power station 36
Bencallen chambered cairn (S Ayrs)
160–1, 161
Benderloch (Ag & B):
Allt Garraich 36, 36;
watching brief 36
Bennachie Forest (Aberdeens):
Burn of Ryehill 29;
Little Oxen Craig 29
Beorgs of Uyea (Shet),
axe 157
Biggar (S Lans),
long cairn 163–4, 163
Bin Forest (Aberdeens),
survey 13
Blackness Castle (Falk) 80
Blair Adam (P & K) 188
bleach works 32
Blervie (Moray),
Templestone 126
bloodstone 119
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Boarhills (Fife), finds 84
boat houses 78, 121, 147
boats see logboats; shipwreck
Bonar Bridge (Highld),
Rhinamain 97
Borness (D & G),
cave site 197, 197
Borthwick (M Loth),
castle 121
Bothwell (S Lans),
castle 163–5, 164
boundary markers 170, 179, 179
bracelets/armlets
Iron Age 140
Roman 20, 20
Viking 138
not dated 148
Braehead (Stirlg),
Broom Road 174
Brechin (Angus):
Aldbar 31;
flood prevention scheme 31–2
Breich (W Loth),
Thirlstane cairn 179, 179
Bressay (Shet),
Cullingsburgh 157
Bridge of Allan (Stirlg),
Pendreich Farm 171
Bridge of Tilt (P & K),
Golf Course Road 138–9
bridges:
Achnacarry 106;
Allt Garraich 36, 36;
Allt na Fearna Beag 97;
Allt na Fearna Mor 97;
Kilmartin 46;
Strathvaich 95
brochs: The Cairns 133, 134;
Cunningsburgh 157, 157;
Dun an Ruigh Ruidh 110–11, 110;
Dun Suladale 115, 116
bronze working, Iron Age 133
brooches
Iron Age 120
Roman 35, 35, 59, 59, 84–5, 84,
112, 113
Pictish 100
medieval 84
Brora (Highld), Uppat Estate 94, 94
Brown Moor (Borders),
woodland scheme 156
buckles
medieval 33, 35
post-medieval 35, 36, 119
not dated 30, 148
bulla, medieval 33
Burghead (Moray):
Clarklyhill 125; fort 125
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burials see cemeteries; cists/cist
burials; cremations; gravestones/
slabs; inhumations; mausolea
Burn of Pundvoe (Shet),
enclosure 158
burnt mounds 58, 101, 161, 162
Bush (M Loth), university campus 122
button-and-loop fastener 143–4, 144
buttons 35, 36, 148
byres/cattle sheds:
Alford 10, 11;
Banchor 112;
Brooklands Mill 59;
Crunklaw Steading 153;
Lubachlaggan 95;
Mains of Inveramsay Farm 14;
Rousay 131
Cabrach (Moray),
Reekimlane 123–4, 124
Cadder (Glas),
Easter Balmuildy Farm 85
cairns (other than clearance cairns)
Aberdeenshire 19, 31
Argyll & Bute 46, 47, 47, 50
Borders 152
Dumfries & Galloway 54, 55
East Dunbartonshire 63
East Lothian 68
Highland 95, 97, 101, 101, 108, 113,
113, 116
Perth & Kinross 144, 148
South Lanarkshire 165
Stirling 172
West Lothian 179, 179
see also chambered cairns;
long cairn; ring cairn
Calderglen (S Lans),
country park 85, 166
Callander (Stirlg),
Ancaster Square North 168
Cambuslang (S Lans):
Hallside Farm 165;
Langlea Road 165
Camelon (Stirlg), Carmuirs 196
Campbeltown (Ag & B),
Gort na H-ulaidhe 37–8, 37
Campmuir (P & K),
Tradewinds 145
Camster (Highld),
Grey Cairns 186, 187
canals 29, 76, 85, 188
Canna (Highld):
A’ Chill 114–15;
Beinn Tighe 114;
Coroghon 115
cannon 74
cannonballs 169

INDEX

Caol Ghleann (Ag & B),
survey 48
Cardean fort (Angus),
finds 31
Cardross (Ag & B):
The Manse 38;
medallion 38
Carnousie (Aberdeens),
Mains of Carnousie 20, 20
Carsphairn (D & G),
wind farm 54
cart sheds/bays 24, 26, 59, 125
Castle Fraser (Aberdeens) 14
Castle Hill (E Duns),
fort 63
Castle Huntly (P & K) 187, 187
Castle Toward (Ag & B),
survey 38–9, 38
castles/tower houses 189–91;
Abington 190;
Achadun 49, 195;
Ardtornish 111;
Aros 48; Blackness 80;
Borthwick 121;
Bothwell 163–5, 164;
Castle Camus 114;
Castle Fraser 14;
Castle Huntly 187, 187;
Castle Toward 38–9, 38;
Coeffin 49–50, 49;
Crathes 12;
Crichton 122;
Drum 16–17;
Druminnor 11–12, 11;
Duffus 126;
Dunnottar 17;
Edinburgh 72–3, 73;
Falkland 81–2;
Glamis 33;
Hermitage 151;
Hume 191, 191;
Huntly 23;
Kinclaven 189–90;
Lachlan 53;
Larriston 152;
Linlithgow 177–8, 177;
Mergie House 21;
Ness 105;
Stirling 173;
Tantallon 66–7, 191;
Thirlstane 155;
Wick 121
see also mottes
Catrine (E Ayrs),
weir 62
Cauldbarns (Stirlg),
axe 174, 174
causewayed enclosure 143

cave/rock shelter sites:
Bagh Moraig 181;
Borness 197;
Covesea 124;
Rosemarkie 114, 114
Cavers (Borders), kirk 152
cemeteries
prehistoric:
Hallhill Farm 63–4
medieval–post-medieval:
Aberdeen 8–9, 8;
Bressay 157;
Camas nan Geall 90;
Cavers 152;
Dundee 61;
Eaglais na h-Aoidhe 184;
Glasgow 85–6, 85;
Kilchoan 91;
Kingarth 49;
Kingussie 109;
Kinneddar 125, 125;
Kirkcudbright 59;
Lismore 50, 50;
Old Deer 27, 27, 29;
Orphir 130;
Paisley 151;
Portobello 78;
Saline 83, 83;
Tullich 23
see also mausolea
chambered cairns:
Bencallen 160–1, 161;
Camster 186, 187;
Carn Glas 104–5, 104;
Cnocan Uamhach 51–2, 52;
Gort na H-ulaidhe 37–8, 37;
Haco’s Tomb 127–8, 128;
Slochd Measach 42, 42;
Swandro 132, 132
Chapel of Garioch (Aberdeens),
Mains of Inveramsay 13–14, 14
charcoal platforms 109–10, 192, 192
Charlestown (Fife), mount 81
chaumer 26
Chirnside (Borders),
Old Whitehall House 152
chisels, Bronze Age 61, 138
churches/chapels:
Canna 114–15;
Cavers 152;
Coire 88, 88;
Corgarff 30;
Drumoak 17;
Dunkeld 140;
Eaglais na h-Aoidhe 183–4, 183;
Eynhallow 130–1;
Forvie 30, 30;
Gilchrist 118;

Glasgow 85;
Howmore 182;
Huntly Castle 23;
Kilvickeon 44–5, 45;
Kinfauns 145–6;
Kingarth 49;
Luss 37;
Markinch 82–3, 82;
Newark 133–4;
Newbyres 121;
Old Deer 27–9, 27;
Paisley 151;
Perth 149, 149;
Portobello 78;
Portsoy 19;
St Andrews 84;
St Ninians 173, 173;
Strathbrock 178;
Thurso 116–17;
Uyea 159;
Watten 120, 120;
Whithorn 61;
Wolfhill 149–50, 150;
Yester 68
cinemas 71, 74, 74
cists/cist burials:
Bridge of Tilt 138;
Hoy 129;
M8 sites 87;
Nether Mousland 136;
Roslin 123;
Rousay 193;
Wellhill 143, 143;
West Gerinish 183
see also long cists
Clackmannanshire 53
Cockenzie (E Loth),
Inglis Farm Avenue 68
coffin,
lead 146
coin hoard,
medieval 34, 34
coins
Roman 59
Anglo-Saxon 100, 125
medieval 33, 34, 119, 169
post-medieval 33, 57, 118, 119, 169
see also jetton; medallion
Coldingham (Borders),
finds 152–3
Coldstream (Borders),
Abbey Road 153
Coll (Ag & B),
aerial survey 189
Colmonell (S Ayrs),
Main Street 161
Colonsay (Ag & B),
The Pantry 38
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Colvend (D & G):
Mark Hill 54;
Newbarns Project 54–5, 55
Comrie (P & K),
Fordie 148
Connel (Ag & B),
Loch na Beithe 36
Conon Bridge (Highld),
Mulchaich 117–18, 118
Corgarff (Aberdeens),
church 30
Corriemulzie (Aberdeens) 14–15, 14
Corrymucklock (P & K),
The Girron 147
Corton (S Ayrs):
evaluation 160;
Laigh and High Corton Farms 160
Cottertown (Angus),
Wester Derry Farm 33
Coulter Motte (S Lans) 190, 190
Cove (Aberdeen),
Blackhills Quarry 9
Covesea (Moray),
caves 124
Cowie (Stirlg),
primary school/nursery 174–5
Coylton (E Ayrs),
overhead power line 62
Craibstone (Aberdeen),
gas main 9
Craiglockhart (Edin),
Greenbank Drive 74
Crail (Fife), Danes Dike 80–1
Cramond (Edin),
Cramond Glebe Road 71
crannogs
21–2, 23, 25, 150
Cranston (M Loth),
Edgehead Farm 122
Crathes (Aberdeens):
castle 12;
Ley Farm 12
cremations,
prehistoric 54, 60, 143;
see also funerary pyre
Crichton (M Loth),
castle 122
Cromarty (Highld):
Miller Road garden 99–100, 100;
Oswald Lane 97–8, 98;
Reeds Park 98–9, 99
cross-slabs
125, 147, 182, 189, 190
Crossmichael (D & G),
strap junction 55–6, 55
Croy (Highld):
hoard 100;
Tornagrain 113
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Croy (N Lans):
Bar Hill 128–9;
Croy Hill 129
crucibles 21, 30, 124, 131, 133, 141
Cruden (Aberdeens),
axe 16
Culross (Fife),
mount 81
Cults (Aberdeen):
Friarsfield Road and Kirkbrae 10;
Inchgarth House 10, 10
Cunningsburgh (Shet) 157, 157
cup marks
Aberdeenshire:
Ury 18, 18
Argyll & Bute:
Auchoish 47
East Ayrshire:
Ballochmyle 62, 62
Highland:
Urchany 108
Perth & Kinross:
Creag Liath 144;
Creag Odhar 139, 139;
Errichel Farm 139;
Falls of Camserney 139;
Glen Clune 148;
Lundin 147;
Rawer 139;
Tombeithe 139;
Urlar 139, 139
Stirling:
Glen Beich 169
West Dunbartonshire:
Cochno Stone 176, 176
Cupar (Fife),
Hill of Tarvit 81
Currie (Edin):
Curriehall Primary School 69;
Kinleith Mill 69;
Lanark Road 69;
The Lyel 70;
National Performance Centre for
Sports 69;
Riccarton Mains Road 69;
Scottish National Blood
Transfusion Service 69–70
cursus monuments 46–7, 58
Dalgety (Fife),
Gallows Knowe 81
Dalkeith (M Loth),
railway station 122
Dalmally (Ag & B):
Barr a’Chaistealain 40;
substation 36
Dalmeny (Edin),
church 82–3
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Dalmuir (W Duns),
Kilpatrick School 176
dams 14, 15, 95, 101, 148, 178
Danes Dike 80–1
Daviot (Aberdeens),
Beech Lodge 16
Deanburnhaugh (Borders),
torc 155–6
Deerness (Orkney):
Newark Chapel 133–4;
Skaill 134
Denny (Falk),
Mydub Farm 80
Dirleton (E Loth),
Castle Mains 63
doocot 78–9, 79
Dores (Highld),
water pipeline 101, 101
Dornoch (Highld) 101–2
Dounby (Orkney),
Swartland Road 132
Draffan (S Lans),
Marshill Farm 167
Dreghorn (Edin),
barracks 71–2
Dron (P & K),
West Dron 139
Drum Castle (Aberdeens) 16–17
Drumdreel (Fife),
lime kiln 84, 84
Druminnor Castle (Aberdeens)
11–12, 11
Drumlithie (Aberdeens),
East Town 21
Drumnodrochit (Highld):
Coiltie 117, 117;
Garbeg 117, 117
Drumoak (Aberdeens),
public hall 17
Duddingstone House (Edin),
lodge house 76
Duffus (Moray):
Bruntlands Farm 125;
castle 126
Dull (P & K):
Creag Odhar 139, 139;
Falls of Camserney 139;
Rawer 139;
Styx Hamlet 139;
Urlar 139, 139
Dumbarton (W Duns):
Castle Street 175;
Crosslet House 175;
Dumbarton Rock 175;
Strathleven 175
Dumfries (D & G):
Friars Vennel 56–7;
prison 187

INDEX

Dumfries & Galloway 54–61
Dun (Angus):
House of Dun 32;
Mill of Dun 33
Dunbar (E Loth):
Hallhill Farm 63–4;
Hedderwick Farm 64;
Newtonlees 64;
Our Lady of the Waves
car park 64
Dunblane (Stirlg):
Allanbank House 169, 170;
Dykedale and Dairymans 169;
Kippendavie Estate 169–70;
Leighton Court 170;
Perth Road 170
Dundee:
Dundee West 61;
Mary Slessor Commemorative
Stone 61
Dundrennan (D & G),
Rerrick 60
Dunipace (Falk),
cable route 53
Dunkeld (P & K):
cathedral 140;
Mill Dam 140
Dunloskin Wood (Ag & B),
survey 192, 192
Dunning (P & K):
Dun Knock 141, 141;
Millhaugh 142–3;
Roman camp 143;
Wellhill 143, 143
Dunnottar (Aberdeens):
Dunnicaer stack 17;
Dunnottar Castle 17
Dunoon (Ag & B),
sherrif court 187
Dunragit (D & G),
South Boreland 60
duns:
Dun Cruinn 93–4;
Dun Neill 93, 93;
Dun Skudiburgh 92
Duns (Borders),
Crunklaw Steading 153
Durris (Aberdeens),
Woodlands of Durris 17
Eaglesham (E Rens),
Glasgow Road 69
Easdale (Ag & B),
quarries 187
East Ayrshire 61–2
East Dunbartonshire 63
East Haven (Angus),
finds 35–6, 35

East Kilbride (S Lans),
Shawhead 87
East Lothian 63–8
East Renfrewshire 69
East Saltoun (E Loth),
Middlemains Farm 67
Ecclefechan (D & G),
Pennershaughshill 59
Echt (Aberdeens),
East Finnercy 17
Edderton (Highld),
Tamull Beag 102
Edinburgh:
Annandale Street 70;
Baxters Place 70;
Boroughmuir High School 70;
Braehead Mains 70;
Brunswick Road 70–1;
Buccleuch Street 71;
castle 72–3, 73;
Castle Rock 71;
Fountainbridge 74, 74;
Gorgie Road 74;
Holyrood Park 74;
Hutchison Road/Chesser Avenue
74–5;
India Quay Development 75;
King’s Stables Road 75;
Lochend Park Doocot 78–9, 79;
Lochrin Basin 76;
Lutton Court 76;
Marine Drive 76;
Merchiston Castle School 76;
Milton Road West 76;
Orwell Terrace 77;
Ravenscroft Gardens 78;
Royal Botanic Gardens nursery 78;
St George’s School for Girls 78;
Saughton Hall 78;
Swanston Terrace 78
see also Craiglockhart;
Cramond; Currie; Dalmeny;
Dreghorn; Kirkliston; Leith;
Niddrie; Portobello; Ratho;
South Queensferry
Elderslie (Rens),
Abbey Road 150
Elgin (Moray):
Deanshaugh Mill 127;
Haugh Road 127;
Lady Hill 126
Ellon (Aberdeens), new cemetery 17
enclosures
prehistoric/early medieval:
Barflat 30;
The Cairns 133;
Curragh 161;
Dores 101;

Dornoch 101;
Forteviot 143;
Hill of Berry 158;
Leadketty 141–2, 142, 143;
Lochbrow 58;
Orphir 130;
Pund Voe 159;
Sheriffside 68;
Wallyford 66;
Windhill 120
ecclesiastical:
Kinneddar 125
medieval:
Tantallon 67
post-medieval:
Dores 101;
Galawhistle 166;
Rigg 116
not dated:
Achnaba 47;
Achtercairn 102;
Andershaw 166;
Ardcharnich 110;
Auchinduich 95;
Badachro 103;
Balbithan 19;
Banchor 112;
Bin Forest 13;
Burn of Pundvoe 158;
Cairnborrow 21;
Caol Ghleann 48;
Corriemulzie 14–15;
Cowdenhead 176;
Craigcoll 39;
Craignafeoch 43, 44;
Eaval 182;
Garrogie 92;
The Girron 147;
Larriston 152;
Lochaline 111;
Nether Mousland 136;
Over Fingask 146;
Puck’s Glen 40;
Rhynaclach 171;
Shalder’s Ayre 159, 159;
Strath Bran 95;
Strath Brora 113;
Syre 102;
Urchany 108
Errol (P & K):
airfield 143;
Myreside 143–4, 144
Erskine (Rens),
Mar Hill crannog 150
Eskbank (M Loth),
railway station 122
Ettrickbridge (Borders),
axe 154–5, 155
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Ewes Doors (D & G),
watch-tower 192
Eynhallow (Orkney):
church 130–1;
survey 192
Falahill (Borders), A7 154
Falkirk 53, 79–80
Falkirk (Falk):
Redbrae Road 80;
Rough Castle 80
Falkland (Fife),
Falkland Palace 81–2
Fauldhouse (W Loth),
Muldron Farm 179
Fetteresso (Aberdeens):
Aberdeen Western
Peripheral Route 18–19;
Allochie 17–18;
Ury lodges 18, 18
field systems:
Auchinduich 95;
Cairnborrow 21;
Canna 115;
Cockenzie 68;
Daugh of Allachie 123;
Dun Liath 93;
Hill of Berry 158;
Kilgallioch 58;
Lewis 180;
Ness of Westshore 159;
Newmachar 27;
Papa Stour 160;
Shalder’s Ayre 159;
Tullymurdoch 137;
Urchany 108;
Yesnaby 133;
see also enclosures; lazy beds
Fife 80–5
figurines
Roman 80, 80
medieval 35, 35
finger rings
Iron Age 133
medieval 34
post-medieval 34, 34
Fintray (Aberdeens):
Balbithan 19;
Milton of Fintray 19
fish hooks 98
fish houses 8;
see also herring stations;
salmon hatchery
Flichity (Highld),
Achvraid 100
flint and stone tools
Mesolithic:
Ardownie 34;
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Glen Dee 15;
Glen Geldie 15;
Ladywell 162;
South Boreland 60;
Staffin Bay 108;
Tarradale 118, 119
Mesolithic–Neolithic:
Tayvallich 51
Neolithic:
Canna 114;
Covesea 124
Neolithic–Bronze Age:
Ayr 160;
Tarradale 118–19
Bronze Age:
Mull 44
not dated:
Aberdeen Western Peripheral
Route 18;
Belhelvie 13;
Broom Farm 151;
Colinhill 162;
Covesea 124;
Curragh 162;
Dornoch 101;
Douglasmuir Quarry 63;
Forgandenny 137;
Geiselittle 116;
Glen Dee 16;
Glenshee 146;
Greenan 162;
Inverness 104;
Islay 43;
Kilmartin 46;
Kilspindie 137;
Loch Torridon 88;
Mar Lodge estate 15;
Midmill 25;
Millhaugh 142–3;
Mull 49;
Newburgh 137;
Strathallen 138;
Strondoire 52;
Vementry 158;
Wellhill 143;
West Gerinish 183
see also anvil stones;
arrowheads; axes, Neolithic;
bloodstone; gun flint; hammer
stones; hones; millstones;
pitchstone; quartz; querns;
rubbing stones; steatite
floor tiles 9, 27, 27
Fogandenny (P & K),
Freeland Farm 137
ford 43
Fordyce (Aberdeens),
Ley Farm 19
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Forfar (Angus),
Chapel Park School 33
Forgan (Fife),
Wormit Solar Farm 82
Forres (Moray):
Blair’s Home Farm 126;
Sueno’s Stone 126
Forrest Estate (D & G),
survey 58
Fort William (Highld),
sherrif court 187
Forteviot (P & K),
surveys 143
forts
prehistoric/early medieval:
Creag nam Mann 93;
Dun Cruinn 93–4;
Dun Gerashader 92–3;
Dun Liath 93;
Dun Skudiburgh 92;
Dun Taimh 93;
Dunnicaer 17;
Gardiebane 22;
The Roundel 193;
Ullinish 93
post-medieval:
Fort George 89
see also duns; forts/camps Roman;
hillforts/promontory forts
forts/camps, Roman:
Bar Hill 63;
Camelon 80;
Cardean 31;
Castle Hill 63;
Dunning 143;
Forteviot 143;
Glenlochar 56;
Rough Castle 80;
The Snabs 147;
Twechar 63
see also watch-tower
Fountainhall (Borders):
Cuddyhall 154;
railway station 154
Foveran (Aberdeens),
Westfield 20
Fowlis Wester (P & K),
cross-slabs 189, 190
funerary pyre 52
Gairloch (Highld):
Achtercairn 102;
Badachro 102–3;
Little Sand 103
Galashiels (Borders),
The Grange 153
Galawhistle (S Lans),
wind farm 166
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Galston (E Ayrs),
Barrmill Road 61–2
gaming pieces 133, 140
gardens/garden features 187–8;
Achnashellach 111;
Blair Adam 188;
Bothwell 164, 165;
Calderglen 166;
Edinburgh 78;
Falkland Palace 81;
Haddington 64;
House of the Binns 176;
Kirkliston 79;
Leith Hall 24;
Newbattle 123;
Newhailes 65;
Riccarton House 69;
Tantallon 67;
Wardhouse 24, 24
Gargunnock (Stirlg),
Keir Hill 170
Garleton Hill (E Loth),
transmission relay 64
Garmond (Aberdeens),
community hall 26–7
Gartocharn (W Duns):
access road 175;
Townhead of Aber 175
Garvock (Aberdeens),
Redford Farm 20
Gatehouse of Fleet (D & G),
Syllodioch Factor’s House 57, 57
Gateside (Fife),
brooch 84–5, 84
Gifford (E Loth),
Yester Chapel 68
Gigha (Ag & B),
Kinerarach Farm 40
Girvan (S Ayrs):
Curragh 161–2;
Ladywell 162
Glamis Castle (Angus) 33
Glasgow:
Aird’s Lane 85;
Baillieston 87;
Castlemilk 85;
Forth and Clyde Canal 85;
M8 86–7;
necropolis 85–6, 85;
Provan Hall 86;
School of Art 86
see also Cadder;
Old Monkland
Glen Beich (Stirlg) 169
Glen Clune (P & K) 148
Glen Dee (Aberdeens):
Chest of Dee 15–16, 16;
Sgor an Eoin 16

Glen Dochart (P & K),
Brae Ledcharrie 192
Glen Finart (Ag & B),
Craigcoll 39–40, 39
Glen Garry (Highld),
Allt Ladaidh 107
Glen Geldie (Aberdeens),
Caochanan Ruadha 15, 15
Glen Lyon (P & K):
Allt Caislidh 144;
Kenknock 144
Glen Mor (Highld),
Garrogie 92, 92
Glen Nevis (Highld),
Dun Deardail 106, 106
Glen Prosen (Angus),
Glencally Mill 32, 32
Glenchamber (D & G),
wind farm 60
Glenlochar (D & G):
finds 54, 56, 56; fort 56;
Mains of Greenlaw 56, 56
Glenshee (P & K),
Lair 146, 146
Gollanfield (Highld) 112
Golspie (Highld),
Dairy Park 103
Gorebridge (M Loth),
Newbyres Hall 121
Gorton Loan (M Loth),
Rosewell Mains Steading 122
Grange (Moray),
Nethermills 126, 126
Grangemouth (Falk),
Polmont 80, 80
gravestones/slabs:
Bressay 157;
Camas nan Geall 90;
Glasgow 85;
Kilchoan 91;
Kirkcudbright 59;
Lismore 50, 50;
Marykirk 26;
Old Deer 29;
South Uist 182;
Strathbrock 178
see also cross-slabs
Greenan (S Ayrs) 162
Greenock (Rens),
Lurg Moor 192–3, 194
Gremista (Shet),
wind farm 158
Gretna (D & G),
West Scales Farm 57
Grimsay (W Isles),
wheelhouse 182
Grudie Bridge (Highld),
survey 95

Gullane (E Loth),
Gullane Sandy Loan 63
gun flint 162
Haddington (E Loth):
Dovecot Field 64;
Gateside Road 64;
Lady Kitty’s Garden 64;
Neilson Park 64
halberd 109
Hamilton (S Lans),
Annsfield Farm 166
hammer stones 19, 54, 120
handles, Roman 56, 56, 122;
see also knife handle
harbours/jetties/nausts/quays:
Aberdeen 9, 9;
Castle Island 21;
Eaval 182;
Edinburgh 76;
Hoy 129;
Inverness 105;
Stirling 172;
Wester Alligin 87, 88
Hardengreen (M Loth), railway 122
harness fittings 119, 148
harness mounts 56, 82, 82
Harris (W Isles), Northton 180
Harthill (N Lans), Torrance Farm 129
Hawick (Borders):
grid connector route 153;
Stobs Camp 189
henges 143
Heriot (Borders):
Stagebank Cottage 153;
Station House and Post Office 153–4
Hermitage Castle (Borders) 151
herring stations 187
Highland 87–121, 186–7
hillforts/promontory forts:
Burghead 125;
Craig Phadraig 104, 104;
Dun Deardail 106, 106;
Dun Knock 141, 141;
Dun Mhurchaidh 90–1, 91;
Mither Tap 28, 29;
Moncreiffe 140;
Moredun Top 140, 140;
Ogle Hill 137–8, 138, 193;
Tap o’ Noth 28, 29;
Tillymuick 29
The Hirsel (Borders), burial 195
Historic Environment Scotland 186–195
hoards, metalwork 100, 138;
see also coin hoard
Hollybush (E Ayrs),
chisel 61
hones 54
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horse mills 11, 26, 31
horseshoes 148, 172
Houston (Rens):
Fleming Road 150;
Houston Road 150
Hoy (Orkney),
Rackwith 129
Hume (Borders):
castle 191, 191;
The Cottage 154
Huntly (Aberdeens):
Cairnborrow 20–1, 20;
castle 23
hut circles:
Ardcharnich 110;
Auchinduich 95, 96, 96;
Badachro 103;
Crossal 92;
Daugh of Allachie 123;
Greenan 162;
Kilgallioch 58;
Little Sand 103;
Syre 102;
Tilliemuick 29;
Tullymurdoch 137;
Uppat Estate 94;
Urchany 108;
Ury 18
see also roundhouses
Hyndford (S Lans), quarry 166
ice house 187, 187
Inchture (P & K),
Rossie 144
ingots 36, 84
inhumations
prehistoric:
Bridge of Tilt 138;
Covesea 124;
Hallhill Farm 64;
Ness of Brodgar 135;
Newbarns 55
medieval:
Aberdeen 8–9, 8;
Hirsel 195;
Kilvickeon 45
medieval–post-medieval:
Cavers 152;
Dun 32;
Eaglais na h-Aoidhe 184;
Edinburgh 72;
Glasgow 85–6, 85;
Kinfauns 146;
Leith 79;
Paisley 151;
Perth 149, 149;
Stirling 172
see also cists/cist burials
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inn 182
Innerwick (E Loth),
Aikengall/Crystal Rig
wind farm 65
Inveraray (Ag & B),
Coop 41
Inverbervie (Aberdeens):
Purlieknowe 25;
Upper Mill 11
Inveresk (E Loth):
Carberry Mains 65;
Inveresk Village Road 65;
Newhailes Estate 65
Inverness (Highld):
Academy Street 103;
Blackthorn Allotments 103;
Canal Park 103–4, 104;
Craig Phadraig 104, 104;
Culloden Park 104–5;
Hedgefield House 105;
Ness Castle 105;
Ness Flood Alleviation Scheme 105
Invershin (Highld),
motte 190
Inversnaid (Stirlg),
Garrison Farm 168
Inverurie (Aberdeens):
Netherfield 24;
Portstown 24
Iona (Ag & B):
abbey 44;
Culdamh 44;
The Glebe Field 45
iron working:
Cromarty 98;
Edinburgh 77;
Leith 74;
Loch Eck 40;
Tornagrain 113
Islay (Ag & B):
Auchnaclache 45;
Bowmore 45;
Port Ellen 43;
Slochd Measach 42, 42
jetton 35
Jura (Ag & B),
Ardfin 41, 41
kaleyard 95
kelp burning pit 130
Kelso (Borders):
abbey 154;
The Old Manse 154
Keltie Water (Stirlg),
hydro scheme 169
Kemnay (Aberdeens),
Craigmyle Farm Steading 24
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Kennethmont (Aberdeens):
Leith Hall 24;
Wardhouse 24, 24
Kettins (P & K):
Church Cottage 145;
High Keillor Farm 145;
Tullybaccart 145, 145
Kilchoan (Highld),
kirkyard 91
Kilchrenan (Ag & B),
survey 43
Killearn (Highld),
Carn Glas 105–6, 105
Killiecrankie (P & K):
A9 148;
Tombeithe 139
Killin (P & K),
Rynachulaig Farm 145
Kilmartin (Ag & B):
Creag Bhreac 46;
Kintraw 46;
Upper Largie 46–7, 47
Kilmichael Glassary (Ag & B):
Achnaba 47;
Auchoish 47;
Dunchraigaig Cairn 47;
Silver Craigs 47;
Tomdow power supply 47
Kilmorack (Highld),
Urchany 108, 108
Kilninver (Ag & B),
cable trench 49
kilns
corn-drying/malting:
Achnaba 47;
Ardcharnich 110;
Banchor 112;
Cromarty 99;
Dairy Park 103;
Lochaline 111;
Mulchaich 117–18, 118;
Rousay 131; Syre 102
lime:
Banchor 112;
Corriemulzie 15;
Daugh of Allachie 123;
Drumdreel 84;
Larrison 152
pottery:
Portobello 77, 77
not specified:
Kilmartin 47;
Little Sand 103;
Reekimlane 123–4, 124
Kilspindie (P & K),
Pitroddie Farm 137, 137
Kilwinning (N Ayrs),
abbey 127
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Kincardine O’Neil (Aberdeens),
Canmore Place 24
Kinclaven (P & K):
castle 189–90;
Taymount Mains 145
Kinfauns (P & K),
church 145–6
Kingarth (Ag & B),
St Blane’s church 49
Kingsburn (Stirlg),
wind farm 170
Kingswells (Aberdeen),
Wester Huxterstone 9
Kingussie (Highld),
graveyard 109
Kinlochewe (Highld),
survey 95
Kinnaird (P & K):
Franklyden 146;
Over Fingask 146
Kinnaird Park (Angus),
bulla 33
Kinneddar (Moray),
cemetery 125, 125
Kinnell (Angus),
Hattonmill Farm 33
Kintore (Aberdeens),
Midmill 25
Kintyre (Ag & B):
Barlea standing stone 45–6, 46;
Cnoc Araich 51, 51;
Crossaig substation 51;
Rhunahaorine 46
Kippen (Stirlg),
Dasher Farm 171
Kirkconnel (D & G),
Spango 58
Kirkcowan (D & G),
Kilgallioch 58
Kirkcudbright (D & G):
kirkyard 59;
mounts 58
Kirkhope (Borders),
Langhope Rig
wind farm 153
Kirkliston (Edin):
Clifton Hall Road 79;
Foxhall Plantation 79
Kirkmahoe (D & G),
East Gallaberry 59
Kirkmichael (P & K),
Glen Derby 146, 146
Kirkmichael (S Ayrs),
Loch Spallander 162
Kirkpatrick Durham (D & G),
Brooklands Mill 59, 59
Kirkton (Borders),
mount 154

Kirkwall (Orkney),
health centre 129–30
Kirriemuir (Angus):
finds 33–4;
Mains of Glasswell 34, 34
Knapdale (Ag & B):
Barnashaig 50–1;
Cnocan Uamhach chambered
cairn 51–2, 52;
Strondoire 52;
Tayvallich 51, 51
knife,
Bronze Age 138
knife handle 35
knife pommels 35, 36
lace chape 36
Lairg (Highld),
Telford project 97
Lanark (S Lans),
Langloch Farm 166–7
Largs (N Ayrs):
campus 128;
Haco’s Tomb 127–8, 128
Larkhall (S Lans):
Academy 167;
Whitehill Farm 165–6
Larriston (Borders),
survey 152
Lauder (Borders),
St Leonards Farm 155
Laurencekirk (Aberdeens),
Blackiemuir Avenue 25
lazy beds 108, 113, 114
Leadketty (P & K):
enclosure 141–2, 142;
survey 143, 143
Leith (Edin):
Couper Street 71;
Foot of the Walk Junction 73;
Fort House 73–4;
Leith Primary School 75–6;
Leith Walk 76;
Wellington Place 79
Leslie (Fife):
axe 82;
Ballingall 82, 82
Lesmahagow (S Lans):
Aidrie-End Farm 167;
Birkwood House 167;
Old Brae 167
Letham (Fife),
strap distributer 83
Leuchars (Fife), church 82–3
Leven (Fife), Law View 83
Lewis (W Isles):
Callanish 184–5;
Eaglais na h-Aoidhe 183–4, 183;

South Galson 179;
Steinacleit 180
Liff (Angus),
Woodside Road 34
Lilliesleaf (Borders),
Muselie Drive 155
Linlithgow (W Loth):
High Street 176;
Leisure Centre 177;
palace 177–8, 177
Lismore (Ag & B):
Achadun Castle 49, 195;
Clachan 49;
Coeffin Castle 49–50, 49;
grave slabs 50, 50;
Port Molaug 50
Little Dunkeld (P & K),
A9 146–7
Loch Auchlossan (Aberdeens),
crannog 25
Loch Awe (Ag & B):
Balliemeanoch 42–3;
Kilmaha 43, 43
Loch Broom (Highld):
Ardcharnich 109–10;
Dun an Ruigh Ruidh 110–11, 110
Loch Davan (Aberdeens),
crannog 22
Loch Eck (Ag & B),
bloomeries project 40
Loch Kinord (Aberdeens):
Castle Island 21–2;
Gardiebane peninsula 22;
Prison Island 23
Loch Torridon (Highld),
landscapes 87–8, 87
Loch Vaich (Highld),
Strathvaich 94–5, 94
Lochaline (Highld),
Bishop’s House 111–12
Lochalsh (Highld),
Balmacarra Square 109
Lochbrow (D & G),
landscape project 57–8, 58
Lochcarron (Highld),
Achnashellach 111, 111
Lockerbie (D & G),
Stevens Croft North 54
log chute 43, 43
logboats 22, 140
Logie (Stirlg),
cable route 53
Logie Coldstone (Aberdeens):
Milton of Whitehouse 22–3, 22;
Mosstown Braes 23
Logierait (P & K):
Dunfallandy 147;
strap-end 147
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Loirston Loch (Aberdeen),
evaluation 9
long cairn 163, 163
long cists 63–4, 196
Longforgan (P & K),
The Snabs 147
longhouses 19, 146, 146
Lonnie (Highld),
brooch 112, 113
Lumphanan (Aberdeens),
The Houff 25
Lunan Bay (Angus),
finds 33
Luncarty (P & K),
strap-end 148
Luss (Ag & B):
church 37;
Church Road 50
Luthermuir (Aberdeens),
Caldhame Farmhouse 25–6, 26
Macduff (Aberdeens),
ram’s head terminal 20, 20
Madderty (P & K),
Ardunie 148, 148
Mar Lodge estate (Aberdeens) 15
Markinch (Fife),
church 82–3, 82
Maryculter (Aberdeens),
Aberdeen Western Periphral
Route 18–19
Marykirk (Aberdeens):
Balmaleedie Steading 25;
Spear Mill 26, 26
mason’s marks 12, 26, 82–3
Mauchline (E Ayrs),
Ballochmyle 62, 62
mausolea 32, 85
medallion, Roman 38
Meigle (P & K),
Marchmont Cottage 148
Melrose (Borders):
abbey 155;
Broomilees Road 155
memorial stone 37
metalworking evidence:
Canna 114; Covesea 124;
Dun Knock 141;
Dun Mhurchaidh 90–1;
Falkirk 80;
Inverurie 24;
Kilmartin 47;
Strathallen 138;
Swandro 131;
Tarradale 119
see also
bronze working;
iron working
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Middle Muir (S Lans),
wind farm 166
Midlothian 121–3
Midmar (Aberdeens),
Auchorrie 26
Millhouse (Ag & B),
Craignafeoch 43–4
mills
grain:
Brooklands Mill 59, 59;
Craigmyle Farm Steading 24;
Frumlithie 21;
Mains of Inveramsay 14;
Mastrick Farm 29;
Mountmill 152;
New Abbey 60;
Rhynaclach 171;
West Mains of Barras 25
paper:
Brechin 31–2;
Kinleith 69
textile:
Inverbervie 11
timber:
Achnacarry 106, 106;
Balliemeanoch 43;
Brooklands Mill 59, 59;
Strichen 19
not specified:
Allt Meadale 92;
Deanshaugh 127;
Edinburgh 74;
Glencally 32, 32;
Pitmedden House 31;
Preston 67;
Spear Mill 26, 26
see also horse mills
millstones 45, 45
Milltimber (Aberdeen):
Oldford Farm 10;
South Lasts Farm 10
Milnathort (P & K),
Royal Hotel 149
Milngavie (E Duns),
Douglasmuir Quarry 63
mining sites 66, 150
Mintlaw (Aberdeens),
Aden House 27, 27
Mither Tap (Aberdeens),
laser scan 28, 29
Moncreiffe (P & K),
hillfort 140
Monifieth (Angus):
Ardownie 34;
Wellbank wastewater works 34–5
Montrose (Angus),
finds 34, 34, 35, 35
Moray 123–7
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Moredun Top (P & K),
hillfort 140, 140
Motte of Urr (D & G) 191
mottes 22, 55, 55, 126, 190,
190, 191
moulds,
Iron Age 133
Mountmill (Borders),
Old Mill 152
mounts
Anglo-Saxon/Anglo-Scandinavian
149, 153
medieval 33, 58, 81, 84
not dated 154
see also harness mounts
Muck (Highld),
mapping 189
Muir of Ord (Highld),
Windhill 119–20, 119
Muirhall (S Lans),
wind farm 165
Mull (Ag & B):
Aros Castle 48;
Bunessan 44;
Kilvickeon church 44–5, 45;
Newdale 48–9, 49;
Ulva Ferry 49
Munlochy (Highld),
axe 109
musket/pistol balls 66, 100, 119, 148,
169
Musselburgh (E Loth),
Lewisvale Park 65
Mybster (Highld):
Mybster Inn Farm 103;
substation 103
Ness of Brodgar (Orkney)
134–6, 135
Ness of Westshore (Shet),
roundhouse 158–9, 158
Netherley (Aberdeens),
Stripeside Farm 18
New Abbey (D & G),
mill 60
New Cumnock (E Ayrs),
overhead power line 62
Newbattle Abbey (M Loth) 123
Newburgh (Aberdeens),
Forvie Kirk 30, 30
Newburgh (P & K),
Easter Clunie Farm 137
Newmachar (Aberdeens),
Hillbrae Way 27
Newstead (Borders),
Townhead Farm 155
Newton (W Loth),
Totleywells Cottage 176
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Newtongrange (M Loth):
The Beeches 123;
Murderdean Road 121–2;
railway station 122
Niddrie (Edin),
primary school 76–7
Nigg (Aberdeen),
Porsche Centre 9
North Ayrshire 127–8
North Berwick (E Loth):
Engine Cottage 63;
Law Primary School 66
North Cobbinshaw (W Loth),
Baad’s Mill 178
North Lanarkshire 86–7, 128–9
North Uist (W Isles):
Bagh Moraig 180–1, 181;
Eaval 181–2, 182
Oathlaw (Angus),
Wardmill 35
Ogle Hill (P & K),
hillfort 137–8, 138
Old Deer (Aberdeens),
Book of Deer Project 27–9, 27
Old Machar (Aberdeen),
Grandholme 10
Old Monkland (Glas):
Calderpark 86;
Ellismuir Farm 86
Old Rayne (Aberdeens),
Mastrick Farm 29
Old Scatness (Shet),
roundhouse 194
Oldmeldrum (Aberdeens):
Chapelpark 26;
Forresterhill Farm 26
Orkney 129–36
Ormiston (E Loth),
Tynemouth Road 67
Orphir (Orkney),
cemetery 130
Ospidale (Highld), axe 97, 97
Paisley (Rens):
abbey 151;
Cotton Street 151;
Gauze Street 150;
Hillman Road 151
Papa Stour (Shet),
North House 160
Papa Westray (Orkney),
Holm of Papa 130
pendants
Iron Age 137, 137
not dated 148
Penicuik (M Loth),
Penicuik House 123

Penmanshiel (Borders),
wind farm 152
Perth (P & K):
Caledonian Road school 149;
prison 187;
Riggs Road/Whitefriar Street
149, 149;
The Roundel 193
Perth & Kinross 136–50
Peterculter (Aberdeen):
Countesswells 10;
Culter House Road 10
Petty (Highld),
Connage 112, 112
pigments 136
pins
Iron Age 133
medieval 9, 35, 84
not dated 30
pit alignments 33, 120, 143, 161–2
pitchstone 142, 143, 162
Pitfichie Forest (Aberdeens),
Cairn William 27
Pitmedden House (Aberdeens),
survey 31
Pittodrie (Aberdeens),
hotel 14
Plean (Stirlg),
Sauchenford Holding 174
Plockton (Highld),
harbour shed 109, 109
Portobello (Edin):
kilns 77, 77;
St Mark’s church 78
Portsoy (Aberdeens),
catholic chapel 19
pottery
Neolithic:
Ayr 160;
Canna 114;
Colinhill 162;
Dun Knock 141, 141;
Hattonmill Farm 33;
Ness of Brodgar 136;
Tornagrain 113;
Wellhill 143
Beaker:
Tornagrain 113;
West Gerinish 183
Bronze Age:
Ayr 160;
Colinhill 162;
Covesea 124;
Kilmartin 47
Iron Age:
Burn of Swartigill 120;
Sheriffside 68;
Wallyford 66

prehistoric:
Aberdeen Western Peripheral
Route 18;
Curragh 162;
Douglasmuir Quarry 63;
Greenan 162;
Midmill 25;
Roslin 123;
Skaill 134;
South Boreland 60;
Strathallen 138;
Ury 18
Roman:
Bar Hill 63;
Cardean 31;
Falkirk 80;
Rhynie 30
medieval:
Abernethy 137;
Baillieston 87;
Colinhill 162;
Cromarty 98;
Dumfries 56–7;
Glenshee 146;
Greenan 162;
Perth 149;
Redcastle 33;
Saline 83;
Stirling 172;
Tarradale 118, 119
post-medieval:
Baillieston 87;
Rousay 131;
Rutherglen 168;
Tarradale 119
see also crucibles
power houses 15, 111, 111
Premnay (Aberdeens),
Tillymuick 29
Prestonkirk (E Loth),
Preston Mill 67
printworks 76
prisons 187
Proncy (Highld),
motte 190
Puck’s Glen (Ag & B),
survey 40
Pund Voe (Shet),
roundhouse 159
quarries:
Cogle Moss 120;
Cowie 175;
Drum Hollistan 113;
Easdale 187;
Kilmartin 46;
Loch of Yarrows 121;
Rhynaclach 172;
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Strathvaich 95;
Wester Alligin 87, 88;
Wyre 130
quarry workers’ hamlet 139
Quarrywood (Moray),
cottages 127
quartz/quartzite 15, 41, 46, 50, 88,
183, 184
querns
rotary 98, 125
saddle 18, 66, 120, 133, 180, 181,
181
see also rubbing stones
radiocarbon dates 196–7;
Achtercairn 102; Barlea 46;
Bridge of Tilt 138;
Burghead 125;
Covesea 124;
Craig Phadraig 104;
Cunningsburgh 157;
Edinburgh 72;
Gardiebane 22;
Glen Dee 15;
Inveraray 41;
Midmill 25;
Mill Dam 140;
Prison Island 23;
Rosemarkie 114;
Shootlinglee 156;
Slochd Measach 42;
Strondoire 52
railways/railway buildings:
Borders Railway Project 121–2,
153–4;
Corton 160;
Edinburgh 71;
Eskbank and Dalkeith 122;
Galawhistle 166;
Kyle of Sutherland 97;
Stagebank Cottage 153;
West Calder 179
Raith (S Lans),
interchange 87
ram’s head terminal,
Roman 20, 20
Rannoch (P & K),
Carie 144
Rashcrook (Moray),
Rashcrookside 123
Ratho (Edin):
Freelands Road 79;
Ransfield Farm 77–8
Reay (Highld),
Drum Hollistan 113, 113
Redcastle (Angus),
midden finds 33
Renfrewshire 150–1
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Renton (W Duns),
Leven industrial estate 175
Rhynaclach (Stirlg),
survey 171–2
Rhynie (Aberdeens):
environs project 30;
symbol stones recording 29
Rickarton (Aberdeens),
Mergie House 21, 21
rig and furrow
Aberdeen 9, 10
Aberdeenshire 17, 20, 25, 26, 27
Argyll & Bute 36, 53
East Dunbartonshire 63
East Lothian 64, 65, 67
Fife 83
Glasgow 87
Highland 108, 114, 116, 119
Moray 125
North Lanarkshire 129
Orkney 130, 136
South Ayrshire 160
South Lanarkshire 165
Stirling 171
Ring of Brodgar (Orkney) 136
ring cairn 146
ring ditches 60, 143, 162
roads/trackways/hollow-ways
medieval:
Dundee 61;
St Ninians 173
military:
Dores 101;
Glenchamber 60
post-medieval:
Shawhead 87
not dated:
Balliemeanoch 42;
Bin Forest 13;
Cairn William 27;
Campmuir 145;
Galawhistle 166;
Kilchrenan 43;
Lephinchapel 52;
Little Dunkeld 147;
Mull 48–9;
Rhynaclach 171, 172;
Shannochill 172
rock art, Neolithic 136;
see also cup marks;
sharpening stone
roof tiles 9, 57, 151
Roseisle (Moray),
Wester Buthill Farm 126
Rosemarkie (Highld),
caves 114, 114
Roslin (M Loth),
primary school 122–3
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Roster (Highld),
Preston Croft 109
Rothes (Moray),
New Street 126–7, 126
round barrows 58, 136
roundhouses:
Achtercairn 102;
The Cairns 133, 134;
Colinhill 162;
Curragh 162;
Eaval 181, 182;
Greenan 162;
Grimsay 182;
Hattonmill Farm 33;
Hill of Berry 158;
Inverurie 24;
Ness of Westshore 158–9, 158;
Old Scatness 194;
Pund Voe 159;
Shalder’s Ayre 159, 159;
Strathallen 138;
Wallyford 66
see also hut circles
Rousay (Orkney):
Breck 131, 131;
Knowe of Swandro 131–2, 132;
Skaill 131;
survey 193, 193
rubbing stones 66, 120, 133, 180,
181, 181
Rutherglen (S Lans) 167–8
St Andrews (Fife):
Bow Cliff 84;
cathedral 84
St Cyrus (Aberdeens):
Hospital Shields Farm 26;
Mains of Bridgeton 30
St Kilda (W Isles):
publication 194;
Village Bay 180
St Ninians (Stirlg):
Borrowmeadow 173–4;
cable route 53;
kirk 173, 173;
primary school 173
Saline (Fife),
Old Graveyard 83, 83
salmon hatchery 187
Sandhead (D & G),
sword pommel 60
Scalloway (Shet),
Hill of Berry 158
school buildings:
Aberdeen 8;
Curriehall 69;
Forfar 33;
Garmond 27;

INDEX

Leith 75;
Perth 149
Scottish Borders 151–7
seal matrices 31, 31, 33
Shalder’s Ayre (Shet) 159, 159
shaleworking 90
Shannochill (Stirlg),
survey 172
sharpening stone 146, 146
sheep, structures associated with:
Achvraid 100;
Banchor 112;
Cnocan Uamhach 51;
Coiltie 117;
Craigcoll 39;
Craignafeoch 43;
Dun an Ruich Ruadh 110, 110;
Glen Garry 107;
Jura 41;
Kilmartin 46;
Strath Bran 95;
Strath Brora 113
see also shielings
shell middens 99, 101, 119
Shetland 157–60
shielings:
Allt Leacachan 169, 169;
Badachro 103;
Barnashaig 50;
Caol Ghleann 48;
Carie 144;
Cogle Moss 120;
Creag Liath 144, 144;
Daugh of Allachie 123;
Dores 101;
Drum Hollistan 113;
The Girron 147;
Jura 41;
Mull 49, 49;
North Uist 180, 181–2;
Puck’s Glen 40;
South Uist 182–3
shipwreck 188
shoes 76, 131, 149
shooting hides/butts 113, 113, 170
shooting lodge 149
Shootinglee (Borders) 156–7, 156
Shotts (N Lans):
Duntilland Quarry 129;
Nether Bracco 129
Skara Brae (Orkney) 196
Skye (Highld):
Allt Meadale 92;
Castle Camus 114;
Creag nam Mann 93;
Crossal 92;
Dun Cruinn 93–4;
Dun Gerashader 92–3;

Dun Liath 93;
Dun Neill 93, 93;
Dun Skudiburgh 92;
Dun Suladale 115, 116;
Dun Taimh 93;
Hallin Park 102, 102;
Rigg 116;
Staffin Bay 108, 108;
Ullinish 93
souterrains:
Beinn Tighe 114;
The Cairns 133;
Inverurie 24;
Papa Stour 160;
Tornagrain 113;
Urchany 108
South Ayrshire 160–2
South Lanarkshire 86–7, 162–8
South Queensferry (Edin):
Ferrymuir 70;
Stoneycroft Road 70
South Ronaldsay (Orkney),
The Cairns 133, 134
South Uist (W Isles):
Hathasal 182–3;
Howmore 182;
West Gerinish 183
Soutra (M Loth),
handle 122
spearhead,
Bronze Age 54
spearhead shaft 22
spindle whorls 98, 99, 146, 157
square barrows 143
stables 59
standing stones:
Barlea 45–6, 46;
Barnashaig 50–1;
Callanish 184, 185;
Camas nan Geall 90;
Kilchoan 91;
Kilmartin 46;
Lephinchapel 53, 53;
Strath Bran 95;
Windhill 120
steatite 131, 160
stills 108, 108, 110, 147
Stirling 53, 168–75
Stirling (Stirlg):
Cambuskenneth Abbey 172;
castle 172;
harbour 172;
Station Square 172;
see also Braehead: St Ninians
stone alignments 184–5
stone circles 136, 184–5;
see also timber circles
stone settings 181, 184

Stonehaven (Aberdeens),
West Mains of Barras 25
Stonehouse (S Lans),
Glebe cemetery 168
Straiton (S Ayrs),
Craig Farm 162
Straloch (P & K),
Old Lodge 149
strap distributer 83
strap-ends 147, 148, 152–3
strap fitting 35
strap junction 55–6, 55
strap terminal 56
Strath Bran (Highld),
survey 95
Strath Brora (Highld):
Braegrudie 113;
Craigton 113
Strathallen (P & K),
estate 138
Strathaven (S Lans),
Colinhill 162
Strathdearn (Highld),
Banchor 112, 112
Strathlachan (Ag & B):
caravan park 53;
Castle Lachlan 53;
Castle Lachlan Estate 52;
Lephinchapel 52–3, 53
Strathtay (P & K):
boathouse 147;
Pitnacree 147
Strichen (Aberdeens):
Bogenjohn 27;
Fordoun Sawmill 19;
High Street 30–1
Stromness (Orkney),
Nether Mousland 136
structured deposit 133
sword,
Bronze Age 60
sword pommel 60
symbol stones 17, 29, 126, 157
Symington (S Ayrs),
Townend Brae 162
Syre (Highld),
Syre Woods 102
tanning pits 74
Tantallon Castle (E Loth) 66–7, 191
Tap o’ Noth (Aberdeens),
laser scan 28, 29
Tarbet Isle (Ag & B),
survey 37
Tarradale (Highld):
axe 119, 119;
fieldwalking 118–19;
Gilchrist church 118
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Tarves (Aberdeens),
Hillhead of Tarves 31
Taynuilt (Ag & B):
axe/ingot 36;
Deerview Plot 40
terret 79–80, 79
Thainstone (Aberdeens),
Thainstone House Home
Farm 25
Thankerton (S Lans),
Loanfoot 165
thimbles 33, 35
Thirlstane (Borders),
castle 155
Thornhill (D & G),
weight 59
Thorntonhall (S Lans),
Peel Road 166
Thrumster (Highld):
Burn of Swartigill 120–1;
Loch of Yarrows 121
Thurso (Highld):
Geiselittle 116;
St Peter’s church 116–17
timber circles 58, 141–2
time capsule 88
Tinkers’ Heart (Ag & B) 187
Tiree (Ag & B):
aerial survey 189, 189;
Kirkapol 53
Tongland (D & G),
abbey 60–1, 60
torc 155–6
torc bead 148, 148
Torcastle (Highld),
monument 107, 107
Torphichen (W Loth),
preceptory 178
Torridon (Highld):
Coire Church 88, 88;
Fasag Cottage 88–9, 89
Tullich (Aberdeens):
Birchlea 21;
kirkyard 23
tuning peg 98, 98
Twechar (E Duns),
camp 63
Tyrie (Aberdeens),
South Nittanshead 31
Uphall (W Loth),
Strathbrock church 179
Upper Dee Tributaries Project
(Aberdeens) 15–16, 15, 16
Urquhart (Moray),
Wester Clockeasy Farm 127
Uyea (Shet),
chapel 159
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Vementry (Shet),
stone tool 158
wag 120
Wallyford (E Loth),
survey 65–6
watch-tower,
Roman 192
Watten (Highld):
Cogle Moss 120;
Free Church 120, 120
weights, Roman 56, 59
weirs 62, 67, 95, 103
wells 27, 50, 71, 172, 178
West Calder (W Loth),
Mossend 179
West Dunbartonshire 175–6
West Kilbride (N Ayrs),
Glenburn hydro scheme 128
West Lothian 176–9
Wester Kerrowgair (Highld),
evaluation 113
Western Isles 179–85
Westhill (Highld),
Cairnside 100–1
Westray (orkney),
Tuquoy Hall 136
Whitberry Point (E Loth),
survey 68, 68
Whitehall Mains (M Loth),
railway 122
Whitekirk (E Loth),
survey 68
Whithorn (D & G),
church 61
Wick (Highld):
castle 121;
RAF Wick 121, 121
Wigton (D & G),
Carsegowan munitions factory 61
window glass,
medieval 9, 149
wine-cup handle,
Roman 56, 56
Wiston (S Lans),
Devonshaw 168
Wolfhill (P & K),
United Free Church 149–50, 150
World War 1/2 structures/features
187, 189
Aikengall/Crystal Rig 65
Auchinleck 61
Braehead 174
Dreghorn 71–2
Dumbarton 175
Errol 143
Fordoun 19
Hoy 129
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Leven 83
Whitberry Point 68
Wick 121, 121
Wigton 61
Wyre (Orkney),
Braes of Ha’Breck 130
Yesnaby (Orkney),
project 132–3
Yester (E Loth),
Sheriffside 68
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