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THE JoURnaL oF aRCHaEoLogY SCoTLanD
Editorial policy

Since the first volume in 1947 Discovery and excavation in
Scotland (DES) has played a vitally important role in Scottish
archaeology. Each new issue offers a simple way to keep up
to date with current work in the field, and the back issues
provide a research tool for anyone seeking information about
the archaeology of Scotland.
The full run of DES is now available digitally, with the
exception of the most recent two volumes. These are available
in print form to members of Archaeology Scotland. All volumes
from 1947 onwards are available as PDF files. They may be
downloaded for research and teaching purposes but must not
be resold or made available on any other website or any other
medium with or without charge, unless with the prior written
consent of Archaeology Scotland and the relevant copyright
holders. The digital archive may be accessed via a link on the
Archaeology Scotland website.
DES is not intended as a medium for final publication.
It is a reference work, an annual summary of activity in
technical form. A fuller account will eventually appear in print
elsewhere, and/or further detailed records will be deposited
with the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS: formerly referred to
as NMRS) and in the appropriate museum service. It is a
condition of Historic Scotland funding that entries should be
supplied for publication in DES.
Archaeology Scotland publishes DES as a service to its
members and to archaeology generally. It is aimed at a
readership with a specialist interest in archaeology and
welcomes contributions from all sectors of the archaeological
community. Its production represents a significant percentage
of Archaeology Scotland’s annual income. Financial support
is received from various bodies for entries relating to their
work, and further contributions are received for reports on
developer-funded projects.
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DES aims to provide a rapid, comprehensive summary of all
archaeological work undertaken in Scotland each year by the
end of May in the succeeding year. This imposes a very tight
timescale on the production process. These considerations
underlie and constrain the editorial policy reflected in the
notes for contributors below. It seeks to balance maximum
information value and accuracy with speed of production
and minimum cost. It is divided into two sections: notes for
contributors on the format and deadlines for submissions, and
a section on conventions, arranged in alphabetical order.

Acknowledgements

I am grateful to Jack Stevenson for his support during the
production of this volume and in particular his assistance
with the proof-reading. Special thanks to Jennifer Shore
and Dawn Evers for undertaking final checks. My thanks
also go to Gordon Sorensen and Helen Sawyer at Cathedral
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• The Crown Office (Treasure Trove Advisory Panel)
Paula Milburn, Archaeology Scotland

1 Notes for contributors
1.1
Content of DES
The editor will accept appropriate accounts of all forms of
archaeological discoveries. It is preferable to submit entries in
the year of discovery, but contributions may also be submitted
up to three years later. They may cover:
• Assessment (desk-based assessments should only be
submitted if undertaken as part of additional work)
• Evaluation
• Watching brief
• Excavation
• Geophysical or other field survey
• Fieldwalking
• Historic building survey
• Palaeoenvironmental studies
• Finds studies
• Records of stray finds
• Public access projects including Adopt-a-Monument
• Full bibliographic references for the final publication, in
any medium, of work previously recorded in DES.
1.2
Text format and deadlines
Entries for DES may be submitted online via the submission
form on our website at www.archaeologyscotland.org.
uk. Once on our homepage click on projects and choose
Discovery and excavation in Scotland. From this page you will
be able to access our online instruction manual and submit
your reports. The editor is happy to offer support to anyone
using the online form.
• Alternatively contributions may be supplied as a Word
attachment via email. An email will be sent acknowledging
receipt, please contact the editor if you do not receive an
acknowledgement.
• Professional organisations should submit text in the
format requested by the editor. Individuals may submit
text in the format of the sample entry below.
• Contributions may be sent in at any time during the year.
The final deadline for inclusion of contributions in the
volume for the current year is 15 November. Contributions
received after that date will be included in the next year’s
volume.
• All entries should acknowledge the contributor(s),
organisation(s) and appropriate funder(s).
• The contributors’ contact addresses will be listed at the
back of the volume.
• The editor will not accept anonymous contributions.
• Contributions should be sent to Dr Paula Milburn at
RCAHMS, John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace,
Edinburgh EH8 9NX.
• Email Paula.Milburn@RCAHMS.gov.uk
1.3
Illustration format
• We will include illustrations to accompany your entry
whenever possible, provided they are of appropriate
quality. We particularly welcome plans of large-scale
excavations and surveys.
• Please supply colour and black and white greyscale images
as jpg or tif files at a minimum resolution of 300dpi.
• Black and white bitmap images should ideally be saved at
1200dpi, and no lower than 800dpi for optimum printing.
• Please supply a hard copy of each image, labelled on the
back with local authority area, site name and file name,
and a numbered list of captions cross-referencing images
and files.
• Do not embed images in Word files.

1.4
Editorial process
• Copyright for text and images published in DES will rest
with Archaeology Scotland. Entries will normally be
added to CANMORE, the RCAHMS online database
(www.RCAHMS.gov.uk).
• Contributors should ensure they have copyright
clearance for images not their own before submission.
• The editor will apply the standards and conventions of
these notes, as indicated in the sample entry below.
• The editor reserves the right to shorten contributions.
Because survey observations can be replicated, these are
subject to heavier editing than excavation reports, which
are records of unrepeatable work. Negative reports
(where no archaeology was found) should be as short
as possible.
• Badly written, very long or controversial contributions
may be returned to the contributor for revision.
• Contributors will not receive proofs of edited
contributions.
• The contributor is responsible for the accuracy of entries,
and all enquiries concerning content should be referred
to the contributor. Contributors may be asked to verify
their contributions. The editor will not enter into lengthy
correspondence with contributors.
• Entries submitted via our online submission form may
appear in highlight publications (the 1st special edition
of DES can be viewed on our website), and on our
searchable interactive map (accessed via the From the
Ground Up project page on our website).
1.5

Sample entry

[Local authority]
[Parish]
Berry Burn Wind Farm
Evaluation and survey
Sarah-Jane Haston – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 07032 46223 An archaeological evaluation was
undertaken in July 2006 to ascertain whether there were
any archaeological constraints upon the location of a turbine
forming part of the Berry Burn Wind Farm. The proposed
turbine location lies near the prehistoric field system at
Rochuln (NJ04NE 3).
Seven trenches were excavated, covering 392m2, equivalent
to just over 5% of the available area. The present ground
surface was at 310m OD. The trenches were excavated
through varying depths of peat, and all came down onto
natural sand with frequent boulders protruding from the
bedrock. In some places an iron-pan had developed before
the onset of peat accumulation. Large tree trunks were
visible within the peat at depths between 0.4m and 0.7m.
The evaluation identified three lengths of dry stone
walling, comprising two separate structures lying on top of
the natural subsoil and sealed beneath up to 0.7m of peat. Of
unknown date or function, they may be associated with an
early field system. All three features lie on the very E margin
of the Turbine 30 location and c45m from the centre point of
the turbine base.
Three linear banks that lay outside the limits of the previous
work undertaken by the RCAHMS (survey DC17478/PO)
were surveyed.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Entec UK

[Contact details for organisation/individual name – for
contributors list]
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1.6
Format for editors
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Site name
Type(s) of project
Name of contributor(s) – Name of organisation
National Grid Reference (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) [space]
[Report]
[tab] second and subsequent paragraphs
Location of archive and/or report [no full point]
Funder: [no full point]

2

Conventions

2.1
Abbreviations and acronyms
• Do not punctuate abbreviations or acronyms, eg RCAHMS,
National Museums Scotland, mm, m, Fig
• Use N, S, E, W, NE, SSE, E–W, and N‑S for cardinal points
and directions. Spell out northwards, southern etc in full.
2.2
Bibliographic references
• It will not normally be necessary to provide references for
entries in the DES county list.
• References to previous DES entries for the same site should
be in the form DES 2001, 92–93.
• For other references follow the Harvard system. Cite the
reference in the text as the author’s name and the year of
publication, with page and illustration references. Provide
a full list of references in alphabetical order at the end of
the entry. Use the CBA journal abbreviations.
• Take the title from the title page, not from the spine or
elsewhere on the cover. The title should be transcribed
exactly as to wording and spelling but not necessarily
as to punctuation and capitalisation. This means that
except for proper names, only the first word of a title
should be capitalised and no full stop is necessary at the
end of the title.
2.3
Dates
• Cite dates as 30 July 1893.
• Use the form 5th century, 3rd millennium.
• Note that dates used as adjectives are hyphenated;
5th-millennium date, 18th-century moulding.
• Use 1590s, 1930s.
• Note the order 49 BC, but AD 1952.
• Elision of dates should be to the shortest form consistent
with clarity, eg 5–5 July, 1745‑7.
2.4
Geographical references
• To allow sites/finds to be located to the highest possible
degree of accuracy National Grid references (NGRs) should
be given as two letters and at least eight figures. Ten figure
NGRs would also be most welcome.
• Exceptions are treasure trove locations where the
submitting body feels that a more ambiguous location
is appropriate, or completed work where the locational
information has already been submitted to DES.
• Use current rather than historic local authority divisions
(see map in this volume).
2.5
Italics
• Use italics for the titles of books and journals, eg Discovery
and excavation in Scotland, DES, Proc Soc Ant Scot.
• Use italics for foreign words and quotations, eg c (for circa),
terminus ante quem, honi soit qui mal y pense.
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2.6
Numbers and measurements
• Spell out the numbers from one to ten except in
measurements. Numbers 11 and above should be numerals
except where the context makes this awkward (eg at the
beginning of a sentence).
• Figures between 1000 and 9999 do not require a comma.
• Where numbers appear in a sequence, use numerals, eg of
100 trenches, 74 produced white gritty ware.
• Elision of numbers should be to the shortest form
consistent with clarity, eg 254–8, 116–18, 196–203.
• Cite measurements in kilometres (km), metres (m) or
millimetres (mm). Use the unit that is appropriate for the
accuracy of the measurement.
• Do not use cm as they are not an SI measurement.
• Do not leave a space between the number and the unit of
measurement.
• In a series of measurements using the same unit only the
last measurement needs to be followed by the unit, eg
34 x 67 x 83mm.
• The accuracy of measurements and the units used to
describe them will not be comprehensively checked, and
the responsibility for ensuring their accuracy rests with the
contributor.
2.7
Quotations
• Short quotations should be enclosed in single quotation
marks.
• Lengthy quotations (more than five lines) should be
indented, beginning a fresh line, and should not have
quotation marks.
2.8
Spelling
• Spelling should follow the Concise Oxford Dictionary,
preferring the first variants where offered.
• Note the preferred spellings of the following words and
phrases:
1st Edition OS
annexe (noun)
artefact
cup mark
datable
dry stone
gazetteer
ground-breaking
groundwork
gully
hollow-way
hut circle
land use
medieval

metal detecting
millennium
penannular
planticrub
ploughsoil
posthole
rig and furrow
ring ditch
roundhouse
samian
viewshed
walkover
wind farm

2.9
Style
• Contributions should be brief statements of work
undertaken.
• Survey information should be summarised.
• Write simply and clearly.
• Try to be interesting.
• Avoid the use of the passive.
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DIG IT! 2015: IDENTITIES, AUDIENCES and LEGACIES

Dig It! 2015 was launched with the help of the Edinburgh Archaeology
Outreach Project, a student-run organisation (Copyright Neil Hanna)

Dig It! 2015, coordinated by Archaeology Scotland
and the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, is a bright
pink, selfie-taking, fun-loving celebration of Scottish
archaeology. However, there is a lot more to it than
meets the eye. At its core, the project aim is to raise
the profile of Scottish archaeology and enhance
participation amongst the general public. In order to do
this, a year-long, Scotland-wide programme of events is
being drawn from over a hundred partner organisations.
This exciting programme is supplemented by bespoke
events, which are being developed in partnership
with organisations not normally associated with
archaeology. Assembling a database of events, and
promoting them through the Dig It! 2015 website and
printed programmes, provides an easily accessible and
coherent approach to promoting archaeology.

Users can explore the new www.digit2015.com by searching for
locations or keywords
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Dig It! 2015 is an entirely sector-led initiative, with an
Advisory Panel drawn from several heritage agencies.
Identities – the connection of people to place over time
– was selected as the overarching theme of the year,
with five sub-themes of Recent Past, Arrivals, Festival,
Future and Storytelling. Dig It! 2015 is supported
by a range of partners, including local authorities,
societies, universities, national agencies, museums
and commercial companies, and is primarily funded by
Historic Scotland.
2015 was chosen as the year of Scottish archaeology
for a number of reasons, with a particular eye on
EAA Glasgow 2015. This will be the first European
Association of Archaeologists conference to be held in
Scotland. 2015 is also the European Year of Industrial
Heritage and the Forth Road Bridge will hopefully be
inscribed as a World Heritage Site. In addition, major
exhibitions and events were already planned for 2015,
such as Cradle of Scotland at The Hunterian Museum
and Roman Empire: Power and People at The McManus.
This year also sees the 70th anniversary of the end
of World War 2 and the anniversaries of the Jacobite
uprisings. Finally, the launch of the new major public
heritage body for Scotland, Historic Environment
Scotland, will occur this year.
The digital world has played a large part in the
success of Dig It! 2015. The website, along with the logo
and design, for example, has been created to appeal to
a wide audience. The homepage recently flipped from
an illustrated, interactive landscape to an animated,
searchable events listing. This programme will see over
350 events and activities take place across Scotland,
drawn from heritage partners, as well as more unusual
partnerships which have been forged with the creative
and educational sectors. In addition, the active social
media accounts, including Twitter and Facebook,
provide a friendly face for the project, while sharing
events and news stories in an approachable way.
While the project is aimed at the general public, the
partnership organisations originally highlighted two
audiences that needed targeting in order to ensure a
good range of available resources and events: young
people aged 16 to 24, and adult lifelong learners. In order
to support young people, Dig It! 2015 will be involving
undergraduates directly at heritage careers fairs and
reaching secondary school pupils through conferences
and field trips in collaboration with museums and
universities. At the moment, Archaeology Scotland and
Dig It! 2015 have created a How To… guide for starting
a career in archaeology, and the team can offer Young
Scot points at events, which young people can gather
and then cash in for prizes.
Dig It! 2015 also aims to support the sector as it
engages with young people. The project currently
provides continuing professional development (CPD)
sessions, as well as support and resources for youth
workers and heritage practitioners who work with
young people. Additional How To… guides will be
developed, including resources for running heritage

Volunteers of all ages were helping out with the Thirlstane cairn excavation in early 2015 (Copyright Stuart Vance)

careers fairs and using Scots Language to engage
young people with archaeology. Partnership also plays
an important role here, and the team is working with
organisations such as Barnardo’s, the UK’s largest
children’s charity and XChange Scotland, a Scottish
youth-led charity.
Dig It! 2015 has also been targeting adult lifelong
learners. To address this audience, the team is seeking
to link-up existing resources across Scotland and relate
them to lifelong learning curricula. These will be
themed by suitable topic and the website will provide
a way of linking and navigating through the various
Scotland-wide resources, including lectures, digital
resources, heritage trails, museum collections, sites,
digs and events. They will also be creating volunteers’
opportunities for lifelong learners to further address
any gaps.
Looking beyond 2015, this project can provide an
important bridge to government-led years of 2017
as the Year of History Heritage and Archaeology, and
2018 as the Year of Young People. The project offers the
opportunity to try out and evaluate new approaches
that could be built on in those years. Playing the Past,
an event held in partnership with National Museums
Scotland and the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, is
one example. The event, tying into the Game Master
exhibition, featured lectures, a panel discussion and
game playing, both physical and digital, and proved to
be hugely successful. Another example of this approach
to archaeology is the upcoming art competition being
developed in partnership with Forestry Commission
Scotland. The competition will challenge people of all
ages, including professional artists and archaeologists,
to visualise Scotland’s past through several categories,
such as landscape photography and reconstructions.
Additional “experimental” projects include a graphic
novel, an outdoor, site-specific performance featuring
an illicit whisky still excavation, and Crafting the Past
a playable version of Scotland in Minecraft, a popular
brick building game.
The next major milestone for the project is the release

of the second printed programme. The first programme
covered January to June, and provided a taster of key
events. 50,000 copies were sent out across the country
to places such as visitor attractions, train stations and
supermarkets, with the aim of promoting events and
directing people to the website. The second one will
be released in June, and will cover July to December,
with Archaeology Scotland’s Scottish Archaeology and
Heritage Festival as a key event.
One of the most important outcomes of this project
will be the legacy aspects. The initial legacy was always
going to be the ‘Youth Engagement’ and ‘Lifelong
Learning’ sections of the website. Gathering electronic
heritage resources from various organisations into one
space fills a gap by providing information for individuals
such as lifelong learners, teachers and youth leaders
from many different organisations. These pages also
allow members of the public to learn about Scottish
archaeology in their own way.
As the project has progressed, it has also become clear
that the legacy of Dig It! 2015 will go beyond the website.
Some of the projects, such as the aforementioned
graphic novel and whisky performance, will continue
to develop into 2016 and beyond. Dig It! 2015 will
also create a legacy of archaeological organisations
working with those in different sectors, and will build
up a database of people engaged and willing to actively
participate in archaeology for many years to come.

Minecraft has a flexible format which allows for unlimited creativity
(Copyright ImmersiveMinds)
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NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SURVEYS
The Places of Worship in Scotland Project

Edwina Proudfoot – Scottish Church Heritage Research (SCHR)
In 2014 we undertook a number of activities including talks
to local groups, visits to churches and new fieldwork, the
establishment of a junior recording team, and work with
the Fife Interfaith Group. Our work in Fife has focused on
updating all records, checking text, uploading images for
completed sites and listing the small number of sites still to
be visited.
As we have a growing library of photocopies, journal papers
and images, we realised that they should all be filed correctly
and tied to the database numbers. One of our volunteers has
begun this reorganisation by refiling all the paper records by
local authority area, including the original inventory record
sheet; thumbnail prints of digital images; prints, negatives
and postcards, maps, drawings, news cuttings, books,
journals, correspondence and site notebooks. This will make
the material more manageable until the digital archive can be
organised. Work on matching and linking uploaded digital
images with their correct site records is ongoing.
Several of our longer-serving volunteers retired at the end
of 2013, but new volunteers have joined us. Work is ongoing
in new areas, including Perthshire (Dunkeld), Western
Isles (Harris), Caithness and Sutherland (Wick, Brora and a
number of individual sites), Wellington, Hillhead, Glasgow
and E Kilbride.

Now in its third year, the project has worked with
communities across Scotland to update records of sites,
particularly focusing on those identified as most vulnerable
to coastal processes. To date, 632 existing site records have
been updated by volunteers, of which 136 are the highest
priority sites. An additional 275 new sites have been added to
the database and surveyed by project volunteers.
This phase of SCHARP will run until summer 2016.
Analysis of the data and updated recommendations for
action will be reported in 2016. Information about the project
and links to external sites can be found on the website www.
scharp.co.uk.

Recording the lime kiln at Eriboll (Site 4939)

ABERDEEN CITY
Aberdeen

Angel in the chancel of St Saviours Scottish Episcopal Church,
Bridge of Allan, built in 1857

SCAPE

Elinor Graham Allsop – The SCAPE Trust
Run by the SCAPE Trust, the Scotland’s Coastal Heritage at
Risk Project (SCHARP) applies a citizen science approach
to update Coastal Zone Assessment Survey records of
archaeological sites at risk of coastal erosion. Using the
interactive Sites at Risk Map portal on the project website
(www.scharp.co.uk) or a smartphone app, volunteers
access data on archaeological sites and take an active
role in updating and enhancing the records of threatened
coastal sites (ShoreUPDATE). As well as providing an upto-date snapshot of the state of Scotland’s coastal heritage
resource and highlighting areas and sites most in need of
action, the surveys also capture local value and community
ambition for threatened sites. Collaborative projects are
currently underway at 12 locally-valued sites nominated by
communities (ShoreDIGS).
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Altens Farm Road
Evaluation and watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94993 02978 Two evaluations were carried out,
4 December 2013 and 4 June 2014, on the former Nigg
Caravan Park site prior to the development of offices and
parking. The site is very close to the W side of Loirston
Country Park and a Bronze Age cairn field, consisting of at
least five cairns, including Cat Cairn <200m from the current
site. The trenching revealed the agricultural nature of the
ground and the amount of disturbance from later activity,
including the static caravan park. A watching brief during
the removal of a narrow consumption dyke revealed the
structure of the dry stone dyke but no earlier features or
finds. A saddle quern was recovered from the base of a static
caravan where it was being used as a step. No other finds or
features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: HFD Construction Group Ltd

Balnagask Motte, Baxter Place
Watching brief
JC Murray and DI Harding – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9574 0511 A watching brief was maintained on 14 April
2014 during the excavation of trial pits in advance of remedial
works to the retaining wall at Balnagask Motte. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeen City SMR
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

ABERDEEN CITY
Craighar Cottage, Altens Farm Road, Nigg
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94946 02957 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 31 March 2014 of a cottage prior to its
demolition and industrial development of the site.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: HFD Construction

East Tullos Burn Restoration, St Fittick’s
Community Park
Watching brief
JC Murray and DI Harding – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9620 0467 A watching brief was undertaken, 10 March
– 1 April 2014, during the excavation of a new course for
the Tullos Burn and related ponds. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeen City SMR
Funder: Salix River and Wetland Services Ltd

King’s Pavilion, University of Aberdeen
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94033 08058 A watching brief was undertaken, 23 April –
9 June 2014, during the excavation of cable trenches for new
tennis court floodlighting. The site is on the S side of King’s
College and Cromwell Tower. The foundation of a boundary
wall built after the 1st Edition OS map was recorded, but there
were no other finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Aberdeen

Littlejohn Street to Victoria House, Aberdeen
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94278 06709 (N) and NJ 94273 06645 (S) A watching brief
was undertaken, 7–18 July 2014, during the excavation of a
trench for a heating main from Littlejohn Street to Victoria
House, West North Street. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen Heat and Power

Meston Walk, University of Aberdeen
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9373 0807 A watching brief was undertaken on 1
August 2014 following topsoil stripping for the foundations
of a new nursery in Meston Walk. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.

The Skinny House, Elmbank Terrace, Aberdeen
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 93587 07418 A watching brief was undertaken on 7 May 2014
during topsoil stripping for a small residential development
along or close to the line of the former Aberdeenshire Canal.
No archaeological finds or features were recorded and it is
assumed that the adjacent railway line removed all traces of
the canal at this location.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: David Vardy Architects

Woodside
Evaluation
Hana Kdolska and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 9150 0947 An evaluation was undertaken, 26–29 May
2014, on land at Woodside. The development encompasses
three separate areas, used as playing fields, rough pasture
and woodland. The development was surrounded by mature
trees.
A 7% evaluation of 3250 linear metres was required;
however, the presence of live services, ground slope and
mature woodland restricted the area achieved to 2200
linear metres. Trenches in Area 1 provided evidence of
significant ground alterations, including ground leveling
and soil importation. A possible linear field boundary was
recorded in Area 2 and there was also some evidence of
topsoil introduction in this area. There were no other finds
or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Halliday Fraser Munro

Woodside Mills
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 9169 0943 (centred on) A standing building survey
was carried out, 1 March – 25 April 2014, of all surviving
structures on the S side of the River Don between Persley
Bridge and Grandholm Bridge. This primarily included the
remains of Woodside Mills, but also a pillbox at Persley
Bridge, and the remains of Woodside House gardens and the
walled garden.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeen City SMR
Funder: The University of Aberdeen

St Peter Street, Aberdeen
Evaluation and watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94190 07469 An evaluation and watching brief were carried
out at 22–24 St Peter Street, 14 January – 18 February 2014, prior
to a residential development. The site, which is close to the
location of the Old Aberdeen Leper Hospital (Gordon’s map
of 1661), had been waterlogged prior to its development in the
19thcentury and was therefore an unlikely setting for medieval
settlement. No archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Grampian Developments Ltd

Woodside Mill machinery retained in public open space
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Newhills
A96 Park and Ride, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 873 114 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken in
September 2014 at the site of the proposed A96 Park and
Ride, located next to Walton Road to the N of the A96.
The evaluation consisted of 36 trial trenches. A total of
42 features, mainly pits and postholes, were recorded.
Paleoenvironmental evidence from samples taken from
the pit fills indicates that the features could be of possible
Iron Age or medieval date. The majority of the features
were confined to a c90 x 120m area in the SE part of the
development area.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Fairley Road, Kingswells, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 87887 06625 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 22–23 May
2014, of a field to the East of Fairley Road prior to a residential
development. No archaeological features or finds were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dandara

Fernhill Service Reservoir Pipeline
Watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 8836 0724 – NJ 8797 1075 A watching brief was carried
out, April – July 2014, during the excavation of a wayleave
and trench for a underground water pipeline from Fernhill
Reservoir to the A96 trunk road to the N near Dyce.
Various agricultural features were recorded including a
probable field boundary ditch and a ha-ha wall/bank. It is
probable that these features, along with various field drains,
are related to agricultural activity during the Victorian period.
The features may potentially be linked to the various farmstead
and cottage sites in the area, which have been recorded and
mapped by RCAHMS.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Aberdeen City Council SMR
Funder: Scottish Water

Hillhead of Clinterty, Tyrebagger Road, Kirkton of
Skene
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 84558 10587 A watching brief was carried out on 4 July
2014 during work associated with the construction of a new
explosives store. The topsoil was shallow over the whole area
with sand subsoil and numerous large water-washed boulders,
as well as dumped granite blocks from the neighbouring
Tyrebagger Quarry. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Simon Mackay

Newpark Steading, Kingswells
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 87927 06766 A Level 2 standing building survey and
evaluation were carried out on 27 August 2014 prior to the
conversion of the building for housing. The building appears
to have been constructed in one phase and all architectural
features were recorded. The evaluation and inspection of the
12
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engineer’s pits and the evaluation trenches did not reveal any
archaeological features or finds.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: James Cocker and Sons

Third Don Crossing, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 873 114 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
September – October 2013, on the area of the planned approach
road and bridge footings for the proposed Third Don Crossing.
The evaluation consisted of 29 trial trenches or test pits. The
evaluation trenches on the terrace on the S side of the River Don
were replaced with test pits due to deep deposits of unstable
made ground. A total of 11 features, all of which appear to be
fairly recent, probably <200 years old, were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Wellheads Road, Farburn Industrial Road, Dyce
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 88949 11996 An evaluation was carried out on 17 March 2014
prior to the redevelopment of a small industrial unit (Site 3),
along the line of the late 18th-century Aberdeenshire Canal.
A cut feature was located, which was probably the canal, but
modern services had disturbed the site. Further work during
soil stripping may reveal additional details of the feature.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: MB Air Systems

West Huxterstone, Kingswells
Evaluation
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 87091 06465 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation
was carried out in December 2013 in advance of a proposed
residential development. A total of 22 trenches, amounting to
2100m², were excavated. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire SMR and
RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes Ltd

Old Machar
Balgownie Farm, Bridge of Don
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 92965 10156 A programme of historic building recording
and evaluation was carried out on 1 July 2014 at the site of
Balgownie Farm prior to redevelopment of the former farm
buildings, walled garden and house.
Balgownie Farm was constructed in association with
Balgownie House, now demolished, and located to the S of
the site. The steading range appears to have been established
in the early 19th century as a courtyard range with stables,
threshing barn and a small cottage, together with separate cow
byres to the E. Further expansions were made to the steading
in the later 19th century (many of which are now gone) and the
house itself was built in the 1910s/early 1920s.
A total of six evaluation trenches were excavated, most of
them inside the walled garden to the E of the steading, due to the
high level of services elsewhere on the site. No archaeological
features or finds were present, bar rubble drains related to the
drainage of the walled garden.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (North) Ltd

ABERDEEN CITY
Scotstown Moor
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 93351 12206 (centred on) A standing building survey was
carried out, 1–30 May 2014, of all surviving structures on
Scotstown Moor. This primarily included remains of the WW2
Radio Detection Finding Station, WW2 Practice Trenches and
a Children’s Camp, which was started in the early 20th century
to allow sick children from the city a holiday in the country.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Pillbox for the Radio Detection Finding Station

Peterculter
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route – Southern Leg
Evaluation
Kirsty Dingwall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 85763 00869 An evaluation was undertaken, 5 August
– 3 October 2013, in advance of work on the Balmedy to
Tipperty (southern leg) of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral
Route. The work consisted of a trial trenching evaluation of
the route, 14 sample excavations of post-medieval sites and
palaeoenvironmental coring at Hare Moss wetland. A total of
788 trenches were excavated, covering an area of 40080m2.
A total of 98 archaeological features were identified, mostly
discrete pits occurring in sparse distributions.
Trial trenching and coring
NO 90417 99023 A ditch running E–W was identified to
the W of extensive areas of bog and peat pockets (Hare Moss
wetland). No dating material was present. In form the ditch
appears to be a post-medieval boundary ditch, but the results
of the Hare Moss wetland core suggest agricultural activity in
the vicinity in the Neolithic through to the Early Bronze Age,
so a prehistoric date for the feature cannot be ruled out.
NJ 86146 00059 A 7m wide and 1.3m deep ditch was
identified running on a N–S alignment. No dating material
was recovered, but due to its loose stony fill it was thought to
be relatively recent in date. No corresponding features appear
on OS mapping from the mid-19th century onwards. The
ditch may be a field boundary or some form of garden feature
(eg a ha-ha).
NJ 85957 00309 and NJ 85808 00743 Mesolithic activity was
identified on either side of the River Dee, with concentrations
of flint of probable Mesolithic date found in shallow pits. The
location of these features is similar to Mesolithic concentrations
further upstream at Crathes and Banchory.
NJ 85771 01004 A small concentration of features was
identified to the N of the River Dee, on a low gravel rise. A pit

at the centre contained burnt bone, which has been identified
as human. This pit appears to relate to cremation.
NJ 85637 01075 A wide scatter of pits was identified over
a 185 x 85m area, mostly concentrated at the base of a small
slope. Some of the pits contained post-medieval material and
are likely to be recent in date; however, some contained flint
chips and charcoal, which may indicate a prehistoric date.
NJ 84763 02095 A scatter of pits of unknown date was
identified in a 500 x 300m area to the SE of Beans Hill. Some of
the features contained post-medieval ceramics, glass and metal
material, which point to a recent date. However, at least two
features contained material which may suggest a prehistoric
date – a pit with flint flakes, charcoal and hazel nutshells, and
a section of gully containing charcoal and hazel nutshells.
NJ 85100 04954 A roundhouse of probable Bronze Age or
Iron Age date was identified to the W of Gairnhill Wood. In
the vicinity were pits of probable similar date, some of which
contained flint and prehistoric pottery. A possible burnt mound
was recorded a short distance to the S (NJ 85028 04518).
NJ 86210 08251 Two pits were identified on the lower SE
slopes of Brimmond Hill, one of which contained charcoal and
hazel nutshells.
NJ 86061 08380 A single pit was found on the lower SE slopes
of Brimmond Hill, which contained a microlith of Mesolithic
date. The fill of the pit also contained small amounts of
charcoal.
NJ 86404 08654 On the lower slopes of Brimmond Hill to
the W of Kingswells a concentration of pits and a possible
palisade slot were identified. Although no dating material was
recovered they are thought to be prehistoric in date.
Rig and furrow of probable medieval or more likely postmedieval date was identified in several locations. Rig and
furrow was found in three locations – NO 91203 99287, NJ
85136 05176 and NJ 85532 06698, along with a fourth area
which was subject to sample excavation (see below - NO
86976 98635).
The relative low number and density of archaeological
remains identified across the route can in part be explained
by the very marginal nature of much of the ground the
route passes through. It would appear that activity is largely
restricted to a few specific areas with particularly attractive
outlooks or with access to certain resources (eg rivers). The
majority of the route has only been brought into cultivation
and taken advantage of in the relatively recent past.
The results of the trial trenching provided little correlation
with anomalies recorded during previous geophysical survey.
This is likely to be due in part to the dominant class of
archaeology being discrete shallow pits. These features can
often be masked by the underlying metamorphic rocks found
beneath the route.
The core taken from the Hare Moss wetland has shown that
peat was forming from the Late Mesolithic through to the Early
Bronze Age, and that there is evidence to suggest both pastoral
and agrarian farming taking place from the Neolithic through
to the Early Bronze Age.
Sample excavations
A total of 14 sites were subject to sample excavation. All
sites dated to the post-medieval or later period and related
to the agricultural developments of the last few hundred
years. In 12 cases excavation comprised slots placed across
consumption dykes.
Consumption dykes were investigated at the following
locations:
NJ 93205 00853 West Charlestown Dyke
NJ 93194 00754 West Charlestown Dyke
NJ 93162 00586 Lochview Croft Dyke
NJ 93504 00505 Charlestown Consumption Dyke
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

13

ABERDEEN CITY

NJ 93260 00385 Hillhead, Charlestown Consumption Dyke
NJ 92961 00764 Hillside Dyke
NJ 92936 00665 West Charlestown Dyke
NO 92848 99475 Newpark ruined farmstead
NO 92828 99225 Newpark ruined farmstead
NJ 85587 06946 West Hatton Dyke
NJ 85735 07197 Denhead of Cloghill Dyke
NJ 85733 07319 Denhead of Cloghill Dyke
Excavation of the 12 dykes revealed what is perhaps
a surprising variety in form and size, although not
construction. What was most apparent was that there was
little structural form to the stones making up the cores of
the dykes. Many examples had outer facing stones, and it
is possible that those may be the result of later collapse;
however, the basic principle of larger outer stones with a
core of small hearting stones was uniform across all the
dykes. The only example which appeared to show some
structural complexity was at Lochview Croft Dyke, where a
drain had been placed below the dyke, and further drains
ran into it from across the field.
NO 88915 98768 A targeted excavation of Auchintoul
Croft revealed complex multi-phased structures, indicating
that a continual progression of expansion had taken place.
Within each structure, five major phases of construction
were identified, prior to their final abandonment. It was
not possible to securely date the S range and this prevented
the phases of the two structures from being tied together.
The earliest construction at Auchintoul was Phase 1 of
the N range, which may be dated by limited finds evidence
to the early 19th century. The remains consisted of a narrow
rectangular wall footing, tentative evidence for a floor and
internal divisions, and several undiagnostic pits. The wall
footing appeared too slight to support a roof spanning 6m
without considerable internal support, for which there was
no evidence. It must therefore be interpreted as an open
enclosure. It is likely that any wall superstructure was built
of turf or earth. A soil horizon between the footing and the
next phase of construction may represent the collapse of
such a structure rather than an accumulation of topsoil.
The presence in this horizon of coins dating from 1853–1913
suggests that at least some of the finds were intrusive, as
map evidence shows a roofed building at this location from
1868 at the latest. The remaining four phases of the N range
were built sequentially, following the abandonment of
Phase 1. Phase 2 was constructed partly within the footprint
of Phase 1 and had broader walls and a narrower internal
span, probably capable of carrying a cruck-framed roof. It
is unclear if the upper walls were of turf/earth or stone,
although the nature of the rubble infilling the structure
may suggest the latter. Phase 3 comprised a small annexe
to the SE and was almost certainly cruck-framed, with the
timbers supported in slots in the stone walls. Phases 4 (a
small cobbled area SE of Phase 3) and 5 (a larger enclosed
area, also to the SE) may have been constructed at the same
time or possibly added later. Phases 3–5 are visible on the
1903 OS 25" map, and so must have been constructed
between 1868 and 1903. Phase 5 is shown as an unroofed
enclosure, which is consistent with the excavated evidence.
It is likely that the Phase 2 structure represents living space,
with the southern structures relating to agriculture. When
the structures went out of use, a process of demolition or
collapse took place, reducing walls to their footings and
removing much of the original flooring. The latest datable
coinage suggested that demolition could not have taken
place before 1913.
The S range consisted of an upstanding rectangular
stone building which had been substantially rebuilt and
14
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extended. Some change in building practice was evident
from the unbonded Phase 1 to a mortar-bonded Phase 2.
Only the walls, a footing trench for an earlier wall and some
patches of cobbled and flagged flooring survived. A dry
stone dyke bounded a courtyard to the SE and connected
to a system of larger field enclosures. The main building
is evident on the 1868 OS 25" map. All five phases appear
on the 1903 OS 25" map. The sequence of construction
of Phases 2–4 cannot be determined with certainty. It is
likely that Phases 1–3 were fully stone-built with a pantile
roof. The presence of pantiles in the rubble overlying the
N range suggests that at least some deliberate clearance
of collapsed or demolished material from the S range has
occurred. No diagnostic dating evidence was retrieved
from any of these structures to suggest when this may have
happened, but map evidence shows Phases 1–3 as roofed
until at least 1957.
NO 86995 98618 A clearance cairn had previously been
recorded at this location. Excavation revealed that the
clearance cairn was not a cairn in the traditional sense.
Rather, large stones which originated in the geological
subsoil on a ridge had rolled down slope and collected in a
topsoil-filled hollow, with no specific edge or structure to the
arrangement of stones. The material still provides evidence
of clearance activity and improvement of agricultural land.
NO 86976 98635 Rig and furrow had previously been
identified at this location. A 50m long and 2m wide trench
was excavated and recorded four furrows running on a N–S
alignment. The furrows were up to 1.1m wide and 0.1m
deep. They were spaced at between 7.0–8.8m apart. The
furrows lay below a shallow 0.4m deep topsoil and had
been subject to truncation from more recent agricultural
activity. No evidence of rigs surviving between the furrows
was seen in the soil profile of the trench.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Transport Scotland

Eddieston Smiddy, Peterculter
Standing building recording and watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 80218 03074 A standing building survey was carried out,
29 January – 6 February 2014, of the former Eddieston School,
which was converted to a smiddy in the mid-20th century. It is
to be converted into housing and the monitoring was carried
out during the excavation of trenches for an extension. There
were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs I Johnston

Friarsfield Road, Cults
Evaluation and excavation
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 8930 0362 An evaluation and excavation were undertaken,
10–18 December 2013, during work associated with a
residential development. Development had begun prior
to any archaeological work, limiting the area available for
archaeological investigation. However, the excavation of
16 evaluation trenches, covering 2318m2 of the 1.8ha area
unaffected by development, exceeded the required 10%
sample. A simple stratigraphic sequence of thin topsoil
overlying a sandy-clay glacial till subsoil was recorded. There
were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archaeological features were identified in an area stripped
of topsoil during the development works. This area was hand
cleaned and series of small pits was revealed. No identifiable
patterns or structures were apparent; however, all the features
were heavily truncated. No diagnostic dating material was
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recovered from the excavation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (East) Ltd

by a small electric motor).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: JNF Developments

Hillhead Farm Steading, Bieldside
Standing building survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 86900 02900 A Level 2 standing building survey was carried
out, 6–7 February 2014, on a group of buildings at Hillhead
Farm, prior to their demolition. The buildings, which also
included a mill and house, are a fairly typical Aberdeenshire
improvement steading, probably dating from c1800–1850 with
development throughout the 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeen City SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs Welo

Loirsbank Road
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 89506 02683 A watching brief was carried out on
20 October 2014 during topsoil stripping associated with the
creation of a new agricultural access route. The site had been
heavily disturbed and no archaeological finds or features were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forbes Homes

Oldfold Farm, Milltimber
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 86495 02161 A programme of archaeological work is being
undertaken prior to and during development of land at Oldfold
Farm (latterly the Aberdeen Riding Centre) and land to the N.
A standing building survey was undertaken on 21 October
2014 of Oldfold Farm in advance of its demolition.
Oldfold Farm was constructed in the mid-19th century as a
courtyard steading with adjacent farmhouse, and first appears
on the 1st Edition OS map of 1863. Only two long steadings
survive to the SW and NE of the courtyard. The upper level
hay lofts had been removed and many of the original windows
were blocked. A modern stable block had been built between
the steadings.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (North) Ltd

South Lasts Farm, Contlaw Road, Milltimber
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 82659 03436 – NJ 84093 03522 A watching brief was
undertaken, 24 March – 1 April 2014, during topsoil stripping
associated with the creation of a temporary track and laydown
and turning areas for a proposed wind turbine SE of South
Lasts Farm. No archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr B Dow

Waterwheel Inn (former Mill of Murtle)
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 87263 02004 A Level 2 standing building survey was
carried out, 18 March – 16 May 2014, prior to, during and
after demolition of modern extensions to the mill. Details
of the 19th-century grain mill, which is to be converted for
residential use, were recorded including the mill wheel,
which had been a feature of the Waterwheel Inn (powered

The older section of 19th-century mill showing wheel in situ
Westfield Cottage, Milltimber
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8544 0346 A watching brief was undertaken, 21 April – 15
May 2014, during work associated with the construction of a
new house. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeen City SMR
Funder: Mr D Whiteford

ABERDEEN/ABERDEENSHIRE
Aberdeen/Peterhead
HMP Aberdeen and HMP Peterhead
Standing building survey
Alastair Becket and Charlotte Francoz – Northlight Heritage
NJ 9440 0466 and NK 1259 4458 Following the closure of HMP
Aberdeen and HMP Peterhead in 2014, a review of archived
materials (to Level 2 standing building survey standard) was
undertaken, 26 March – 1 July 2014. The survey included
desk-based research with particular reference to drawings and
photographs held by the Scottish Prison Service, RCAHMS and
Aberdeen Art Gallery and Museums. The work has established
a broad timeline and phasing for both prisons, and also acts as
a summary of the extensive archive of architectural drawings,
documents and photographs relating to the two prisons.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Prison Service

ABERDEENSHIRE
Alford
Kinstair Steading, Alford
Standing building survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 5750 1470 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 24 January 2014 of the steading building at Kinstair
Farm prior to its demolition. A possible manor site, it is
shown on Robert Gordon’s map Formarten and part of Marr
and Buquhan of 1630–1655 as well as Roy’s Military Map of
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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1747/55 and the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps of 1869 and 1900.
As the steading was much altered over the last 60 years, very
little of the 19th-century steading survived.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr J French

Alvah
Cowie Hill, Alvah
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 66061 57057 A watching brief was carried out on 22 July
2014 during construction of a new access track, turning area
and wind turbine base. The topsoil was 0.1–0.3m deep within
an agricultural field. The turbine base was situated on a rock
outcrop with 0.1m topsoil and the track on an E-facing rocky
slope. No archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Beacon Project Management

Fortrie Farm, Fortrie, Turriff
Watching brief
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 680 531 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken on
18 December 2013 during the ground-breaking work associated
with the construction of a single wind turbine. No significant
archaeological remains were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mrs Nymand via VG Energy

Arbuthnott
Nether Craighill, Arbuthnott
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NO 80716 77460 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 12 May 2014 of the former steading at Nether
Craighill, prior to its demolition in advance of redevelopment.
Surviving evidence for earlier building phases visible on the
1st Edition OS survey map of 1858 was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr J Bigland

Arbuthnott/Fordoun/Garvock
Tullo Hill
Watching brief
Andrew Brown and Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 81675 81562, NO 75157 75752 and NO 75827 72427 A
watching brief was carried out, 16 October 2013 – 18 February
2014, during groundworks for a grid connector cable at Tullo
Hill Wind Farm. The work was carried out at the site of a
former corn mill and lade, and at two sites where cropmarks
are visible on aerial photographs. No remains of the former
mill were identified. Part of a rig and furrow cultivation system
were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: ASH Design + Assessment on behalf of Scottish and
Southern Electricity

Auchindoir and Kearn
Druminnor Castle
Excavation
Colin Shepherd – Bennachie Landscapes Fieldwork Group
16
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NJ 5131 2642 Following the trial trenching reported last year
(DES 2013, 15–16) further fieldwork was undertaken, May
– October 2014, which has begun to confirm and clarify the
ground plan of the 18th-century castle, which was largely
demolished in the first half of the 19th century. The work has
also begun to record features belonging to earlier phases of
activity. These appear to demonstrate a slightly different
alignment and plan, though further work is needed to confirm
that proposition. This year’s work has demonstrated that more
archaeological evidence survives from the castle than was
initially suspected.
The N range of the lower courtyard foundations survive to
demonstrate the accuracy of a small sketch plan incorporated
within two 18th-century estate plans (until 2011, unrecognised).
The slight construction of the walls suggests that they are
unlikely to belong to a period much earlier than the late 16th
century and it is therefore possible that this part of the castle
was not added until that time. Two distinct floor surfaces, one
cobbled and an underlying one of beaten earth and associated
with a small hearth, suggest the area was redesigned at some
point. The later addition of a lower court would be stylistically
in keeping for the area in the 17th century and may have
occurred after the historically well attested dispute with the
neighbouring Gordons of Huntly. Alternatively, a date of c1660,
when the hall block was being made more commodious, may
be another option.
The outer wall of the N range overlies further structures,
apparently not conforming to the later plan. Although not firmly
sealed by the later wall, the relationship of deposits containing
pottery dated to the 14th/15th and 15th/16th centuries to that
wall supports the notion of a late 16th- or 17th-century date for
it. The present surviving S range is considered to belong to
the mid-15th century, but the pottery assemblage noted above
tends to confirm that this may not have been the first building
on the site, as the name of ‘the Old Tower’, demolished in
1800, implies. Stylistically, the tower might be considered to
have belonged to the later 13th or earlier 14th century.
Geologically, the site has proven both difficult and
interesting. A basalt dyke may have been fundamental in
determining the choice of site for the castle. Though now
unnoticeable in its gentrified landscape setting, the dyke is
likely to have presented a craggy eminence prior to the castle’s
construction. A levelling layer of sandstone debris underlies
all other archaeological features and overlies the natural basalt
bedrock and weathered sandstone subsoil. This layer may,
therefore, represent initial levelling for the earliest medieval
structures on the site.
A further trench revealed the foundations of the western
‘gatehouse’ range, which seem to match fairly accurately the
position indicated on the estate plan. The foundations appear
to have been reused to underpin a wall belonging to the 19thcentury mansion, built after the demolition of the castle. This
suggests that the layout of that later building did owe at least
something to its predecessor.
Finds included sherds from at least one Frechen ware
(c1550–1700) vessel and a late 17th-century Dutch clay pipe
bowl, conveniently deposited within the fill of a posthole,
which was part of a structure outwith the probable limits of
the castle. This area is shown on the estate plan of c1770 as
containing trees and the structure may have been a garden
feature. Future work will, hopefully, answer these and other
questions arising from this interesting site.
Again, tremendous thanks are owed to Alex Forbes for
permitting access to his grounds, his hospitality and for his
generous historical advice concerning the Forbes and other
families of the area
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER

ABERDEENSHIRE

features were recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Brian Smith Funeral Directors

Crathes
Evaluation
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 74961 96212 (centred on) An evaluation was carried
out in November 2013 in advance of a proposed residential
development. A total of 55 trenches, covering 5450m² were
excavated. One sherd of prehistoric pottery and one piece of
burnt flint were recovered from the topsoil.
Archive: Aberdeen Council SMR. Report: Aberdeen Council SMR
and RCAHMS
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes Ltd

Druminnor Castle: Foundations of former ‘gatehouse’ wing
beneath later Victorian mansion wall with underlying large
charcoal-filled pit (presently of unknown purpose) beneath
(Courtesy of Ian Ralston)

Banchory-Devenick
Duffs Hill Woodland
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to the
archaeological resource. The following features were recorded
during fieldwork.
NO 9229 9931 Turnamiddle A boundary stone, with the
number 16 carved on its S face, is located at the point where
the woodland boundary changes direction. This stone is not on
either the 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps, although an identically
shaped one, which is located nearby is on the maps.
NO 9182 9915 – NO 9162 9922 Haremoss A fairly well
preserved hollow-way, which is not shown on either the 1st or
2nd Edition OS maps. The W end of the hollow-way appears
to have been cut by a gravel pit. This pit is shown on the 2nd
Edition OS map.

Crathes Castle
Excavation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 7341 9680 An excavation with local schools and community
involvement was undertaken, 29 September – 27 October 2014,
to target a number of anomalies revealed in a geophysical
survey undertaken in 2013 by Rose Geophysical Consultants on
the S lawn at Crathes Castle. This revealed part of a previously
unknown courtyard which would have formed the approach
from the River Dee to the S towards the late 16th-century castle.
Part of the W wall of the courtyard was excavated, this ties in
with the geophysics so we are quite confident this extended N
towards the tower. Within the W side of the courtyard there
were considerable remains of a stone walled building, 3.7m
wide internally and in the region of 6–7m long. It had an
entrance in the E side with a stone threshold. Just to the S of
the entrance there was a lime-mortared internal wall dividing
the interior into two rooms. There were traces of white plaster
on the inner faces of the walls. The original floor of cobbles
set in thick blue clay survived in the N room, but much of
the interior of the S room had been dug away by a later stonecovered soak-away. Several pieces of dressed stone were in the
demolition debris (three having rolled mouldings), so possibly
the building looked quite impressive. Stone pathways outside
the building extended across the courtyard. A number of
smaller trenches indicated the probability that this building
was mirrored on the E side of the courtyard, the two buildings
flanking the access road from the S. The whole courtyard
appears to have been dismantled in the later 18th century, as
an estate map of 1798 shows the area to have been landscaped
to the lawn it is today.

Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Banchory-Ternan
Baldarroch, Crathes, Banchory
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 74813 96604 An evaluation was carried out on 10 March
2014 on land to the SW of Baldarroch prior the construction
of a new crematorium at Crathes. No archaeological finds or

Foundations of building and outer wall of 17th-century courtyard,
Crathes Castle
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At the S end of the lawn, although there were no surviving
features, it was exciting to have found a handful of flints,
emphasising yet again the importance of these ridges beside
the River Dee throughout early prehistory.

Archive: The National Trust for Scotland (intended). Report and
photographs: Aberdeenshire SMR and the National Trust for
Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Banff
Culbirnie Cable Route, Banff
Walkover survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6501 6122 – NJ 6308 6030 A walkover survey was undertaken,
25 June 2014, as part of the preparations for a new overhead
power line between the roadside near Denhead Farm (NJ 6501
6122) and new turbine sites at Culbirnie Parks (NJ 6308 6030),
Backhill of Culbirnie (NJ 6316 6080) and Little Blairshinnoch
(NJ 6360 6130). No unrecorded sites were evident and there
was no obvious impact on the archaeological resource.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution Plc

Mains of Colleonard, Banff
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 6763 6319 A watching brief was conducted on 3 June
2013 during work associated with construction of a new
house, garage and associated services, in an area of gardens/
woodland to the SW of Colleonard House. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire SMR and
RCAHMS
Funder: Mr S Watt

Old Railway Yard, Scotstown, Banff
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6876 6465 A watching brief was maintained on 18 August
2014 during topsoil stripping in advance of the construction
of houses. The site, which occupied a narrow strip of land
between a steep rocky incline and the shore, proved to have a
very thin layer of topsoil above solid rock. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Carriag Homes Ltd

South Colleonard, Banff
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6617 6286 A watching brief was maintained on 10 April
2014 during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of an access track, turbine base and other works associated
with the construction of a wind turbine. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Belhelvie/Foveran
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route
Evaluation
Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
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NJ 95862 15473 – NJ 96887 26529 A trial trenching evaluation
was undertaken, 1 July – 27 September 2013, along the route
of the Balmedie to Tipperty section (Lot 1) of the Aberdeen
Western Peripheral Route. A total of 591 trial trenches were
excavated, and following trench extensions requested by the
consultant, the evaluated area amounted to 29560m². The
majority of the features identified related to post-improvement
agriculture and largely consisted of field drains. Evidence
of earlier agricultural activity was apparent in the form of
vestigial cultivation furrows.
Three areas were identified where mitigation measures
were considered appropriate. These were targeted on; an area
where two small pits, one containing prehistoric lithics and
pottery were identified; an area where a pit containing bog
iron ore was identified; and another area where a small pit of
anthropogenic origin was identified.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Benholm
Benholm Kirkyard
Watching brief
John Gooder – ACCESS Archaeological Condition Services
NO 80430 69260 A watching brief was undertaken on
23 April 2014 during the excavation of a foundation pit for an
interpretation panel in Benholm Kirkyard (NO86NW 1). No
archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Bervie
Sillyflatt Farm (Hallgreen Castle Stables), Inverbervie
Standing building recording
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 8322 7195 Prior to its demolition, a standing building
survey was undertaken on 14 April 2014 of the semi-ruined
freestanding stable block for riding and carriage horses for
Hallgreen Castle. This elegant building was rectangular
in plan with a gablet projecting in the centre of the front
elevation above a central door flanked by windows and with
arched carriage entries on either side. There appeared to have
been stalls for four horses and a loft above. The walls were of
dressed ashlar blocks with sandstone detailing. It can probably
be dated to the early 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs A Reid

Spring Works, Inverbervie
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 83132 72637 An historic building survey was carried out,
8–9 October 2014, of the former Spring Works in advance of
development. The Spring Works were constructed in 1883.
This date is shown on a date stone over one of the larger former
mill buildings. The works consisted of five main buildings and
two more ancillary buildings to the NE. An additional singlestorey L-plan cottage was built to the S of the site in the early
20th century. In the 1980s, one of the large mill buildings to
the NW was pulled down leaving the NW wall intact. A brick
partition wall was then built to the NE side creating a small
room. The buildings have been redundant for many years and
are now used for storage.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bruce Plant Hire Ltd
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Chapel of Garioch
Balhalgardy Farm, Inverurie
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7599 2393 A watching brief was undertaken on
12 November 2014 during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a new pig shed. The site is within the area over
which the Battle of Harlaw was fought, but no finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr Maitland

Hillhead of Lethenty, Inverurie
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 76755 25646 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 11 September 2014 prior to the conversion of
the buildings to housing. Several phases of buildings were
identified, including the use of some of the buildings as a mill.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: CR and KD Marshall

South façade of the farm, Hillhead of Lethenty
Logie, Whiteford, Inverurie
Watching brief
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 7043 2644 A watching brief was undertaken on
12 February 2014 during topsoil stripping associated with
the construction of a new house immediately to the N of
Logie Durno Old Parish Church, a late medieval foundation
(NJ72NW 6). No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Neil Murray (Housebuilders) Ltd

Maiden Stone
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 70378 24714 A watching brief was undertaken on
20 March 2014 during the excavation of a shallow trench
around the Maiden Stone, near Chapel of Garioch, ahead of
the installation of a winter frost cover. The stone is reported
to have been moved at some time prior to 1855 when the
adjacent road was built, requiring its relocation to its
present position.
After the removal of turf, a layer of protruding subangular boulders in a compact matrix of mid-brown silt was
revealed. It was decided not to disturb these deposits, and
the trench was backfilled. Although the stone is thought to
have been moved between 1832 and 1855, it was likely that
the newer location may well contain sensitive archaeological

deposits. The exposed features were recorded in detail before
backfilling.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Clatt/Tullynessle and Forbes
Correen Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5324 2179, NJ 5321 2175, NJ 5318 2171 and NJ 5311 2163
Cot Craigs Timber-lined shooting butts not shown on 1st or 2nd
Edition OS maps but present on modern maps.
NJ 5239 2266 Mire of Midgates Peat head associated with a
small area of peat extraction.
NJ 5463 2295, NJ 5450 2315, NJ 5453 2311, NJ 5455 2308
and NJ 5460 2300 Monach Timber-lined shooting butts not
shown on 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps but present on modern
maps.
NJ 5429 2283 and NJ 5432 2289 Monach Remains of a line
of shooting butts not shown on 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps but
present on modern maps.
NJ 5424 2208 Monach Small cairn on a small knoll.
NJ 5495 2228 Monach A square, 1.5 x 1.5m, hut built against
a rock face and a possible quarrying area. The tool marks on
the rock suggest quarrying took place prior to c1800.
NJ 5502 2219 – NJ 5512 2222 Monach. A shallow and fairly
broad hollow-way cuts obliquely across the contour. It is not
shown on OS maps or 18th-century estate plans.
NJ 5513 2221 – NJ 5512 2218 Monach A hollow-way that
appears to head towards the one noted above.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR,
Moray and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Cluny
Castle Fraser
Evaluation
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7230 1258 A blockage in a pipe between a septic tank in
the lawn E of Castle Fraser and the field to the SE of the castle
required a trench for a drain to be cut across a low banked
linear feature to the S of the drive. A test pit was dug by hand
on 17 September 2014 to evaluate and record the nature of the
feature which appears to have been a stone culvert, possibly
identified as a culvert shown on an 1846 estate map taking
water to a former lake.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland (intended). Report and
photographs: Aberdeenshire SMR and The National Trust for
Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Cluny/Tough
Corrennie Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6372 1278 – NJ 6343 1224 Ladymoss A drain, shown
on an early 19th-century estate plan, which was diverted in
the 19th century, and formed a boundary feature in the 18th
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century. The feature continues to the S where it is known as
Roe Dykes.
NJ 6312 1240, NJ 6315 1247, NJ 6320 1253, NJ 6328 1263
and NJ 6317 1245 (polygon) Hill Park A complicated series
of remains. The northern parts of the remains are shown,
in a simplified form, on the 1st Edition OS map. Additional
features are shown to the W on the 2nd Edition OS map. The
features include a building, c2.5 x 24m internally, which
appears to narrow at its N downslope end. Slightly to the N
of the building the eastern dyke has an opening, which may
have provided access to the structure. It is possible that this
arrangement was designed to regulate stock movement. The
names of nearby features, Hill Park and Roe Dykes, may
indicate that deer management was taking place in the area.
The northern remains are of later construction than the
rest of the features. The southern features fade into a mass
of jumbled stone, which may mask the remains of further
structures.
NJ 6312 1243 Hill Park A small, apparently isolated,
?clearance cairn.
NJ 6275 1245 – NJ 6297 1272 – NJ 6336 1260 – NJ 6312 1232
Hill Park A sub-rectangular enclosure is shown, with the NW
corner in the wrong position, on a 19th-century estate plan.
It is shown correctly and with an internal division on the 1st
Edition OS map. Both maps simplify the complicated features,
which may have allowed stock to be moved in and out of the
enclosure, seen during this survey.
NJ 6296 1236 – NJ 6293 1227 Hill Park A trackway is shown
on the 1st Edition OS map as a line marking the edge of an
area of cleared land. On the 2nd Edition OS map an enclosure
dyke is shown to the W and a linear feature to the E. Jumbled
stones now mark this line. Two drains appear to have lined
the track within the confines of the dykes. A break at the N
end of the dyke surrounding Hill Park may have occurred after
construction.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Crathie and Braemar
Kindrochit Castle, Braemar
Evaluation and excavation
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1512 9134 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken, 2–3
June 2014, followed by an excavation, 30 June – 4 July 2014,
on the site of consolidation work at Kindrochit Castle. The
castle, in ruinous condition, is a SAM (2583). The excavation
of two test pits during the evaluation suggested the presence
of a buried wall feature. The area between the test pits was
then excavated, with special attention being paid to any
structural remains and the relationship between these and
the already exposed castle remains. The excavation recorded
the basal courses of a substantial defensive wall linking the
extant (ruinous) gatehouse with the remains of a corner tower
in the SE quadrant of the site. The base of a splayed window
or arrow slit was also exposed where a possible floor abutted
the gatehouse structure. Further work exposed the stubs
of two partition walls extending W from the main wall and
seemingly destroyed during later building works involving the
construction of a tower house.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: North East Scotland Preservation Trust

Upper Dee Tributaries Project
Excavation and fieldwalking
SM Fraser, R Knecht, G Noble, G Warren and C Wickham-Jones
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– The National Trust for Scotland, University of Aberdeen and
University College Dublin
NN 9440 8740 and NO 0170 8855 The second season
of investigation in a partnership project, which aims to
charaterise the nature of early prehistoric settlement on The
National Trust for Scotland’s Mar Lodge Estate, which will
ultimately inform woodland expansion strategies, took place
June – October 2014.
Caochanan Ruadha, Glen Geldie A team from University
College Dublin focused on three main challenges at Caochanan
Ruadha over three weeks in June–July 2014. Excavations of
more test and shovel pits to define the limits of the scatter
investigated in 2013; walkover survey of erosive contexts in
the area to identify further scatters; and excavation of a 5 x 5m
trench focused on a concentration of artefacts identified in a
test pit last year.
Nearly 80 test pits (1 x 0.5m) and shovel pits were excavated.
No worked flint was recovered from any test pit; some
potentially worked quartz awaits analysis but was not recovered
in any significant concentrations. Test pit sections continued
to show a very complex podsolized soil profile, significantly
influenced by the presence of rocks within the glacial
deposits beneath the variable, but sometimes thin, peat cover.
The walkover survey identified one very fine large blade
core, upstream from the Caochanan Ruadha scatter. The blade
core, which would be at home in a Mesolithic assemblage, was
found on alluvial gravels in the valley bottom and is ex situ.
The large size of the core is notably distinct from the scatter at
Caochanan Ruadha, which is dominated by very small pieces.
This may imply that a different kind of Mesolithic activity was
taking place in this area. An unusual possible arrowhead was
also recovered in this survey.
The excavation of a 5 x 5m trench (Trench 4) was very
productive. Beneath the peat a heavily podsolised fine
sand overlay glacial deposits. A clear concentration of flint,
including fragmentary blades and microliths, microburins
and production waste was identified within these sands. The
assemblage totals 61 artefacts, mainly flint (46) plus a small
number of worked quartz and quartzites. This material is
all small (frequently very small), with the majority less than
10mm in maximum dimension. It is frequently lightly burnt
and very consistent in character. Most of this assemblage was
found in the SW of the trench, in a tight concentration. Several
refits across short distances were observed in the field and
the assemblage is considered to be in situ, if subject to some
bioturbation leading to vertical movement. The concentration
ran into the trench edge to the S, with excavation limited by
the presence of the modern eroded track. A small pit was
identified against the S baulk. It was not possible to determine
the limits of this feature, which may have been c0.55m in
length and c0.20m deep with an irregular base. The pit is
charcoal-rich and contains numerous fragments of lithics of
exactly the same character as the rest of the assemblage.
This very small in situ flint scatter has been excavated with
a high degree of spatial control. The concentration of material
runs into the baulk, but is probably substantially less than
5m in diameter. Sites of this scale are highly resistant to most
forms of survey and it is rare to excavate them. The tiny lithic
assemblage is substantially dominated by microliths (c25%
of all excavated flint), often fragmentary. This is an unusual
assemblage in a Scottish context and is likely to reflect a
specialized function of some kind. The presence of suitable
dating material in association with the scatter is significant.
Chest of Dee, Glen Dee: In October 2014 a team from the
University of Aberdeen excavated a series of evaluative test
pits and trenches. The primary objective was to continue
the evaluation of the sites identified in 2013, establishing the
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Upper Dee Tributaries Project: Excavations at Chest of Dee, Mar Lodge Estate
density and character of prehistoric occupation at the banks of
the river at Chest of Dee. Radiocarbon dating on samples from
2013 showed occupation on the river banks extending back
to the late 6th millennium BC. In 2014 an area near the Chest
of Dee waterfalls was the main target of the second season of
evaluation (Area F).
Both test pits and larger evaluation trenches were excavated
in Area F. In addition a 20m extent of eroding riverbank was
cleaned up, revealing features cut into the alluvial sediments
below the peat. These features included two fire pits which
contained lithic working debris and spreads of charred material
that probably indicate activity on earlier land surfaces. Both
the pits and spreads were recorded and sampled for dating.
The excavation also included the digging of eight test pits
and two larger trenches in this area on the N side of the river
(TP 100–110). In all cases lithics and features, where present,
were found in the sub-peat sediments. Similar sequences
were found in all the test pits and trenches – up to c0.4m of
peat overlying podzolized and alluvial sand deposits. Over
100 lithics were identified and mapped by dGPS in one of the
larger trenches (TP 100). These lithics were in situ and were
found in relation to a number of features and spreads that were
recorded, but left unexcavated. The lithics included a high
number of microblade cores along with flakes and blades.
A number of features were mapped below the peat (but again
unexcavated) in the second larger trench (TP 110) and a small
number of lithics were also found in the sub-peat deposits.
The other test pits were dug extending away from the eroding
riverbank section and to the N to try and identify limits to the
site. No limits were found, there were traces of human activity
in nearly all of the test pits dug, with charcoal spreads and pits
evident at depths of up to around one metre below the peat.
A small number of lithics were found in test pits TP 102 and TP
103 including further microblade cores.

A single test pit (TP 112) was dug on the S side of the river.
This did not reveal any definite archaeological features but
roots of pine trees were found in the test pit, similar to the pine
stumps and roots found on the S side of the river in 2013.
A sondage was cut at an eroding face of the riverbank in
Area D. This targeted an area where a small number of lithics
were found in 2013. Radiocarbon dating here suggested
activity dating to the early fourth millennium BC. The lithics
and charcoal samples from 2013 proved to be the upper fill of
one of two pits recorded in this area in 2014. These pits were
recorded in section and further samples taken for analysis and
dating. A small number of lithics were found in the upper fill
of each pit.
Over 400 lithics were recovered from the 2014 excavations.
The discoveries at Chest of Dee are highly significant given
the lack of early prehistoric sites within the upland areas of
the Scottish Highlands. The presence of other lithic scatters in
the nearby glens and a rich context for palaeoenvironmental
work provides great potential for further landscape study in
the upper Dee catchment.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland, Aberdeenshire Council,
University of Aberdeen and University College Dublin

Culsalmond
Blackhillock to Kintore
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 634 333 A watching brief was undertaken, 24–31 March
2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the creation
of an access track to two electricity towers to the NW of the
village of Colpy near Huntly. The development was part of
an electricity tower refurbishment project. The work covered
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a 270m long and 3m wide stretch of access track running
through open fields on a gentle S-facing slope. A simple
soil profile of topsoil directly overlying glacial deposits was
recorded along the length of the access track. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Parsons Brinckerhoff

Little Newton
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NJ 66911 29930 A standing building survey, including
photographs, was undertaken on 17 December 2013 of Little
Newton Farmstead (NJ62NE 132) prior to its conversion to a
house. The steading dates from the 1880s and has been heavily
altered with few surviving original features.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr G Hadden, Architect

Drumoak
Deeview Gardens, Drumoak, Banchory
Evaluation and standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 79091 98704 A Level 2 standing building survey was carried
out on 21 May 2014 of a former farmstead, on land NW of
Deeview Gardens, prior to its demolition for a new residential
development. A 7% evaluation of two small fields adjacent
to the farm revealed no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Bancon Developments Ltd

Drum Castle: Tower of Drum
Excavation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd

and stone paved yard relating to the 17th-century cross range
were excavated. The paving incorporated a number of reused
dressed stones, possibly from an earlier building on the S side
of the tower. A small area of earlier paving may relate to the
original steps to the tower.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland (intended). Report and
photographs: Aberdeenshire SMR and The National Trust for
Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Drum Castle
Watching brief
JC Murray and HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7962 0050 A watching brief was maintained, 30 October
– 11 November 2014, in the courtyard at Drum Castle during
the removal of existing tarmac and the levelling of underlying
surfaces prior to resurfacing. A 19th-century yard surface,
identified in excavations in the courtyard in May–June 2014,
only survived in patches between trenches cut for services.
Details of the base of the wall of the 14th-century tower were
recorded.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland (intended). Report and
photographs: Aberdeenshire SMR and The National Trust for
Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Home Farm Steading, Park House, Drumoak
Standing building recording
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 7837 9802 A standing building survey was undertaken
on 9 May 2014 of the Home Farm Steading of Park House,
prior to its conversion to residential and business units. The
original range, probably constructed soon after Park House
was built in 1822 and certainly by the 1st Edition OS map of
1865, was U-shaped around an open court, with a wall and
arched gateway on the fourth side. A new mill building and an
L-shaped additional range, forming an extra court, was built
before 1899. Few original internal features remained.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr W Foster

Dunnottar
Carron Den, Stonehaven
Evaluation
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 86000 85220 An evaluation was undertaken in August
2014 on the site of a proposed development on agricultural
land at Carron Den. A total of 67 trenches were excavated
covering 7.8% (6091m²) of the site. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
The 16th-century building N of the tower, Drum Castle
NJ 7962 0050 As part of the Tower of Drum Major Repairs
Project, excavations were undertaken, 10 May – 6 June 2014,
in three areas around the base of the 14th-century tower at
Drum Castle. In Area 1, within the courtyard, the cess pit
relating to the garderobes in the tower was excavated. Sadly,
it had been cleaned out and backfilled with stony rubble. An
earlier yard surface below the existing tarmac was considered
to be of 19th-century date. In Area 2, between the brewhouse
and the tower the foundations of a substantial stone building
of probable 16th-century date were excavated. It had a stone
paved floor with a slightly raised square setting at the centre of
one wall possibly indicating a hearth. In Area 3 a path, drain
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Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes Ltd

Echt
Echt, Westhill
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 73961 05783 A 7% evaluation was carried out on 21 October
2013 of fields proposed for the second phase of a residential
development (Forbes Park), N of the B9119 on the N side of
the village of Echt. No archaeological finds or features were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kirkwood Homes
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Ellon
East Auchreddie Farmhouse, Ellon
Survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 91757 34868 A photographic survey was carried out on
11 March 2014 of a farmstead prior to its redevelopment for
housing.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr R Gibb

Fettercairn
Fasque Estate
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 651 755 and NO 653 751 An evaluation was undertaken,
22–26 September 2014, on two land parcels (Zones 1 and 2)
on the Fasque Estate. The development encompasses eight
separate areas, currently used as pasture and crop. A 7%
(3605m) evaluation was requested; however, the presence of
live services limited the evaluation to 2700 linear metres. No
significant archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fasque Estates

Fetteresso
Chapelton of Elsick
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 8970 9346 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken, 31
August 2013 – 3 April 2014, on Stage 1 of a large-scale mixed
use development. The development encompasses a large
area with Stage 1 split into two separate phases: Stage 1A
(infrastructure) and Stage 1B (residential). The following are
results from the Stage 1B (residential) works.
A 5% evaluation consisting of c3250m2 of evaluation trenches
was required; however, the evaluation achieved only 2800
linear metres. A further 3200m2 were observed during topsoil
stripping associated with the placement of a gas pipe. A total
of 35 trenches were opened with two inter-cutting, stone filled
pits, being identified. Two unstratified lithics were recovered
including a well made end-scraper of Neolithic date. The area
had suffered extensive plough scarring with numerous stone
drags and visible outcrops of bedrock.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Elsick Development Company

East Lodge, Ury Estate, Stonehaven
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 86882 87341 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 11–19
September 2014, by Stuart Farrell prior to a housing
development. One hearth was excavated and two unworked
flints recovered from topsoil. The hearth sample will be
submitted for processing and radiocarbon dating.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kirkwood Homes

Fetteresso Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 8045 8614 – NO 8058 8611 Upper Baulk Noted by Louise

Simpson, this feature follows the line of a trackway noted on
the 1st Edition OS map. However, its depth relative to its width
might suggest it is a former lade. In support of this, the 1st
Edition OS map seems to show a water course leaving Rough
Moss and flowing S to join this trackway after which point the
water course is no longer shown. It is well preserved at its E
end but poorly defined at its W end.
NO 7972 8649 – NO 7994 8633 Burn of Baulks Stretch
of two parallel linear ditches maintaining a separation of
c6m. At first considered to be a braided hollow-way, but
subsequently thought to be something different owing to the
parallel regularity of the two lines. Each ditch is c3–4m wide.
At NO 7983 8640 (running S–E) there is a distinct ‘kink’ in the
line of the feature. The N ditch becomes very deep and c5–6m
wide with a 6m wide bank between it and a shallower ditch
measuring c4m wide. The bank narrows to c3m wide before
both features become confused and disappears beneath a
modern forestry track. This double-ditched feature appears to
continue on the E side of the track before becoming indistinct.
Its relationship with the feature noted below, on a similar
alignment, is unknown. Both features are shown as tracks
on the 1st Edition OS map and continue the line of a further
hollow-way. However, the design of this feature is completely
different in form to either of those other hollow-ways.
NO 7997 8628 – NO 8002 8623 Burn of Baulks Hollow-way
shown as a trackway on the 1st Edition OS map, which may
articulate with the parallel-ditched feature noted above.
NO 8044 8615 – NO 8054 8616 Hill of Baulk Slight hollowway not noted on the 1st Edition OS map and presumably out
of use by that date.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Fetteresso/Maryculter
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route
Evaluation, excavation and palaeoenvironmental sampling
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 87257 87159 – NO 86937 98558 A trial trenching
evaluation was undertaken, 19 August – 27 September 2013,
along the route of the Fastlink section (Lot 4) of the Aberdeen
Western Peripheral Route, plus a sample excavation of
Crossley Cairn, and a topographic survey on two further
cairns. A programme of peat sampling was carried out at
Backburn Moss Wetland.
A total of 483 trial trenches were excavated amounting
to 24869m². The majority of the features identified related
to post-improvement agriculture and largely consisted of
field drains and areas of field clearance stones. The sample
excavation carried out at Crossley Cairn suggested that it was
formed through post-improvement field clearance. Evidence
of earlier agricultural activity was apparent in the form of
vestigial cultivation furrows.
Four sites were revealed by the trial trenching, including:
two areas of pits and linear features; a possible alignment of
shallow pits; and a stone spread or surface which was situated
on the site of a farmstead annotated ‘Broomhill’ on the 1st
Edition OS map (1868). A sherd of prehistoric pottery was
recovered from one of the areas of pits and linear features, but
lithics from the other area of pits and linear features proved
undiagnostic, and there was no secure dating evidence from
the pit alignment.
In addition to the sites identified during trial trenching, two
large upstanding cairns were identified, and were later subject
to topographic survey. One, located at Fishermyre was 33m
long by 13.5m wide. The other near Stranog Hill was 29m long
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by 16m wide. Both were roughly oval in plan with protruding
stones visible within the turf-covered cairns, confirming that
they were composed of stone. It is probable that both the
cairns were derived from field clearance, although the cairn
at Stranog Hill could be a result of the excavation of a ditch
around the W and S sides of the cairn.
An overlapping core was extracted from the deepest point
within Backburn Moss (NO 86865 90448). Probing along a
transect close to this sampling point confirmed that the base
of the profile was gradual and formed a very shallow basin.
Palynological analysis has demonstrated that the Backburn
Moss preserves a continuous record of environmental change
from c9550 Cal yrs BP to the present. The radiocarbon dating
of the core has enabled inferences to be made about the timing
and rate of environmental change. An apparent sequence of
fenland to clearance and back to fenland between 4840 and
3190 Cal yr BP, across the Neolithic and Bronze Age cultural
boundary, has been observed in the data.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Fintray
Balbithan Prehistoric Landscape Project Season 4
Evaluation
Murray Cook, Jamie Humble, Fiona Watson and Anthony
Dickson – Rampart Scotland
NJ 8123 1778 This project aims to undertake five years of
keyhole excavations in and around the series of hut circles
and clearance cairns in Balbithan Wood. This work will be
undertaken with students and local volunteers.
In August 2014 the project examined two putative hut
circles. The first was found to be a natural feature, but the
second was confirmed as a hut circle, though heavily impacted
by forest ploughing. In addition a c5m diameter clearance
cairn was examined, this was revealed to be a linear cairn, c9m
long, oriented N–S on a bedrock knoll. The body of the cairn
was full of hand thrown pottery. The feature appears to be a
possible long cairn.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland and Murray Cook

The Blair, Fintray
Standing building survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology

new build houses and the S half to be converted.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr E Johnstone

Fordoun
Broombank to Glenbervie
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 7805 7993 A watching brief was carried out, on 12 May
2014, during the excavation of >500m of cable trench on
the Broombank to Glenbervie powerline at a point near the
recorded findspot of a cist in 1864 (NO78SE 10). No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy Plc

Drumtochty Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 7023 8252 – NO 7022 8229 Shank of Brumlie Hollowway running slightly E of the modern track. This appears to
be the forerunner of the feature noted below which, in turn,
predated the modern course. The course of the hollow-way
as it nears the burn is marked by much deeper and braided
earthworks.
NO 7022 8243 – NO 7022 8229 – NO 7021 8218 – NO
7026 8204 Bowman’s Leap This trackway is probably that
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map and is roughly aligned
with the present track. The northern section runs just W of
the present track and is well defined where it runs down to
cross a burn near the present crossing. It appears to be cart
width. South of the burn its course runs E of the present
track and leads down to the substantial cleft of Bowman’s
Leap. Its course can still be followed S of the Leap and still
lying to the E of the present track. There is no way the track
could have forded the Leap and the former presence of a
bridge is the inescapable conclusion. The names across this
part of the forest are redolent of cattle droving: Bowman’s
(cattleman’s) Leap, Greens (grazings) of Luchray and
Cowshiel Burn. It might be reasonable to suggest that this
route marks a former drove way.
NO 6897 7991 – NO 6901 7986 Colt Moss The denuded
remains of a linear bank that joins one noted on the 1st
Edition OS map and now serving as a plantation boundary.
This feature is not shown on the 1st Edition OS map. It would
have enclosed a larger area of plateau than that enclosed by a
subsequent plantation boundary.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

West façade of the steading buildings, The Blair
NJ 84160 20560 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 2 September 2014. In Phase 1 the farm
had a horse mill, but this was demolished prior to the
production of the 2nd Edition OS map. In Phase 2 the farm
had a waterwheel with mill dam and sluice and these
buildings were extant in the 1960s. At this time the farm was
modernised, the wheel removed and the mill dam and other
structures were demolished and infilled. The N section of
the building is to be demolished to allow construction of two
24
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Mid Hill
Mitigation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 714 851 A programme of mitigation was undertaken,
November 2012 – September 2013, at Mid Hill Wind Farm
Extension. This consisted of a post-felling walkover survey
of turbine bases and their surrounding areas, fencing–off of
known sites and targeted watching briefs. No archaeological
remains were identified during the survey. A possible former
alignment of the Builg Drove Road was identified, but there
was no formal structure to the track. A concrete surface which

ABERDEENSHIRE

appeared to be part of a building dating to the 1950s was
recorded during the watching brief on road widening works
within the settlement of Hobseat.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Natural Power Consultants Ltd

Monboddo, Fordoun
Watching brief
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 7453 7833 A watching brief was carried out on 16 January
2014 in advance of the construction of a new house (Plot 2).
The site is close to Monboddo House (NO77NW 15), a 16thcentury manor house which may have replaced an earlier
building in the same location. Traces of rig and furrow
cultivation survived below the footprint of the house and the
access track.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs Giles

Fordyce
Crathie Point Promontory Fort
Excavation
Gordon Noble and Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NJ 5483 6717 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Easter Ross targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
In May 2014 two forts near the site of the Gaulcross Pictish
hoard were targeted to provide dating for the nearest fortified
sites to the hoard site. The 1960 OS assessment of the site
recorded two earthen ramparts cutting off the promontory
with ditches on either side of the inner rampart and an
entrance causeway around 5m wide. In 2006 a plane table
survey was conducted which recorded the two ramparts and
an artificial ‘pond’ between the two ramparts.

Alexander and Jennifer McKay excavating at Crathie Point
The 2014 work included the excavation of trenches across
the ditches on both sides of the inner rampart. Only the upper
deposits were excavated due to the incredibly tenacious nature
of the clay geology on the peninsula. In the inner ditch fill a
charcoal horizon was found in upper fills, charred material
from the ditch was dated to the Early Iron Age (Beta-381814
2550 +/- 30 BP; 785–535 cal BC 95.4%). A further trench close
to the outer ditch of the inner rampart contained a posthole
and narrow slot, the probable remains of a palisade. The
‘pond’ proved to be a modern feature (under the bank pieces

of concrete and glass were identified). The finds suggest that
the pond was dug sometime during the 20th century. A series
of smaller test pits were also excavated on the promontory. No
archaeological features or deposits were found in these test pits.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
partnership with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Durn Hillfort
Excavation
Gordon Noble and Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NJ 5710 6383 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Easter Ross targeting sites that can help
contextualise the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
In May 2014 two forts near the site of the Gaulcross
Pictish hoard were targeted to provide dating for the nearest
fortified sites to the hoard site. The OS in 1961 suggested
that the Durn Hillfort may be incomplete. Their survey
described an incomplete rampart around the fort entrance
and two shallow ‘marker’ ditches encircling the hill top.
Feacham (1971) also suggested the fort was unfinished.
The 2014 work targeted the ‘marker’ ditches. The trenches
quickly established that the ditches are in fact palisade slots
encircling the summit of Durn Hill. A slot in the inner line
of defence identified charred material within the foundation
trench. Charred material was subsequently radiocarbon
dated to the Early Iron Age (Beta- 381815 2450 +/- 30 BP;
760–410 cal BC 95.4%). The 2014 work suggests that Durn
Hill is an exceptionally well preserved fort in NE Scotland
with much of both inner and outer palisades traceable on the
surface encircling the hill with the SW area further marked
by a short section of rampart and ditch.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
partnership with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Fordyce Parish Church, West Church Street
Standing building recording
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 5540 6364 Prior to its conversion for residential and
community use, a standing building survey was undertaken on
1 May 2014 of the former parish church in Fordyce, a Category
B listed building built in 1804. The church is an imposing but
plain rectangular block set E–W with round-arched doorways
in the E and W gable walls with large round-arched windows
above. There are matching windows along the S wall. A
rectangular bellcote, thought to date to c1830, houses a bell
dated 1702 which was reused from the earlier Fordyce Church.
During restoration the owners found several masons’ marks
on paving slabs which may also have been reused from the
earlier church.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs Temple

Gaulcross
Survey and excavation
Gordon Noble, Martin Goldberg, Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson
and Alistair Mcpherson – University of Aberdeen and National
Museum Scotland
NJ 5354 6392 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Easter Ross targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
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period in northern Pictland.
In 1838, on the Ley Farm a silver hoard dating to the Pictish
period was discovered. The 19th-century accounts suggest
numerous items were found, but of these artefacts only three
survive today in the National Museum of Scotland. The silver
hoard was buried in association with Gaulcross North, one of
two stone circles which were removed in the 1830s when the
silver hoard was found.
In March 2013 a geophysical survey was conducted in
the field where the stone circles and the hoard were found
but no features were discovered. At the same time a metal
detector survey was conducted and with this method over 80
silver pieces were discovered in the ploughsoil, mapped and
recorded. Following these surveys a 30 x 30m trench was
opened where the densest concentration of artefacts was
located. This trench revealed a single shallow feature close to
the centre of the artefact distribution. However, no in situ silver
or datable deposits were found. Close to this feature another
small feature was discovered which contained small fragments
of cremated bone. Charcoal from this feature was dated to the
Early Iron Age (SUERC-48413 2473±34; 765–415 cal BC 95.4%).
A second trench (5 x 5m) was opened over the location of
the northern stone circle. This trench was targeted to try and
identify the last recorded position of the final standing stone
of Gaulcross North stone circle. In the trench few cut features
were recorded. Two of these were shallow pits containing
stones and charcoal. The charcoal fill in one of the pits has been
dated to the early 4th millennium BC (SUERC-48408 5073±34;
3960–3790 cal BC 95.4%), the adjacent pit fill has been dated
to the Mid Bronze Age (SUERC-48409 3302±34; 1670–1500 cal
BC 95.4%). This later pit may be related to the stone circle.
Another 12 x 25m trench was subsequently excavated in
October 2014 to link the previous two trenches and to cover
the projected position of the original silver finds as recorded by
Cramond in the 1860s. No silver objects were found and only
three small pit features were discovered and await dating and
analysis. Two of these pit features contained datable material.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
partnership with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

The main excavation trench at Gaulcross (see page 25)
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Foveran
Knockhall Road, Newburgh
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 99469 25446 An evaluation was undertaken, 8–10
September 2014, by Stuart Farrell on land to the W side of
Knockhall Road in advance of a housing development. A total
of seven trenches covering 5% (1750m2) were excavated. The
topsoil was up to 1.1m deep but no archaeological features
were identified. Seven flints and one sherd of prehistoric
pottery were recovered from the topsoil and two waste flints
from gravels at the E end of Trench 1. A watching brief will be
maintained during topsoil stripping for the E end of a new road
and SuDS basin.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scotia Homes Ltd

School Road, Newburgh
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 9935 2510 An evaluation took place, 4–6 August 2014, prior
to development within Area M1 at School Road. Eighteen
trenches were excavated, covering 1467m². No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes Ltd

Fraserburgh
Kinnaird Head Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 9985 6754 A watching brief was maintained on 20 March
2014 during excavations associated with the renewal of
corroded water pipes running from the Engine House into
generators. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Fyvie
Fyvie Castle
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 7636 3928 A watching brief was carried out, 27 September
– 28 October 2013, during the dismantling and repair of a wall
between the Walled Garden and Old Home Farm at Fyvie
Castle. The structure of the wall was recorded, but no early
stonework or earlier features were noted.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Fyvie Castle
Watching and recording brief
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 76390 39306 The uplifting of floorboards in a ground floor
room in the W range of the castle afforded an opportunity to
record an earlier flagstone floor. One end of a floorboard was
stamped ‘HAUGAN’ which would indicate that it was imported
from Norway at a date, as yet, unknown, but probably 19th
century. This work was undertaken on 17 March 2014.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland (intended). Report and
photographs: Aberdeenshire SMR and the National Trust for
Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

rectangle of similar composition. Its lower side consists of a
massive recumbent monolith with a further scatter of stones
lying beyond. There is an awkward kink in the corner of the
18th-century fields at this point, as shown on an estate plan.
This structure would help to explain that anomaly. This
feature may also be the pile of stones shown on the 1st Edition
OS map.
NJ 4676 3018 Leargaiche Lar Small enclosure or clearance
scatter, c8m in diameter. If clearance, it would be unusual, as
it has the majority of stones amassed around the perimeter
rather than heaped in the centre.
NJ 4681 3006 Oldmerdrum A possible linear clearance
pile, c8 x 2m, with an additional small ‘cairn’ lying c5m to the
SW. The feature is not shown on an 18th-century estate plan,
and seems unrelated to boundaries shown on the 1st and 2nd
Edition OS maps.
NJ 4680 2987 (centred on) Oldmerdrum A group of 15 corn
rick stances made of set stones and each measuring c3m in
diameter. The area of the stances appears to be defined by the
remains of low earth banks, which seem to reflect enclosure
lines shown on the 1st Edition OS map. A number of buildings
are shown in this area on an 18th-century estate plan, so they
are unlikely to date to this period.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Gartly

Glass

Clashindarroch
Mitigation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 440 331 (centred on) Mitigation measures were undertaken,
July 2013 – January 2014, during the construction phase
of Clashindarroch Wind Farm to the SW of Huntly. These
included the fencing-off of known sites, a watching brief during
the construction of access roads outside of previously forested
areas and a small excavation in advance of utility diversion
works. No new sites were found during the watching brief,
but a ditch or possible mill lade was recorded at Corrydown
(NJ43SW 20). An excavation took place at Queels (NJ44SE
24) in advance of utility service diversions and this recorded
walls, surfaces and deposits associated with the farmstead, all
of which appeared to date to the 19th century.

Beldorney Castle, Glass
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 4223 3698 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 July – 5
August 2014, during works associated with the rebuilding of
the gable wall of the late 18th-century, single-storey S wing of
the 16th-century castle. There was no evidence of an earlier S
wing below the gable and no archaeological finds or features
were recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Vattenfall Wind Power Ltd

Gartly/Rhynie
Clashindarroch Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4885 3168 – NJ 4886 3167 – NJ 4920 3188 Factor’s Skur
A linear stone-built boundary feature with a ditch on its upper
side is located E of the modern track. At its W end it turns N
through 90° for a short distance before ending above a steep
scarp. The line of the W end of the feature may be seen to be
coincident with a trackway shown on an 18th-century estate
plan. The boundary and track are both shown on the 1st and
2nd Edition OS maps.
NJ 4682 3016 Leargaiche Lar The damaged remains of a
possible composite structure. A slightly ‘D-shaped’ enclosure,
c6 x 7m, is defined by a densely tumbled linear scatter of
stones. Below this and adjoining its short side is a c5 x 4m

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Thomas Munro and Co

Glenmuick, Tullich and Glengairn
Ballater Water Treatment Works, Bridge of Gairn
Survey and watching brief
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 35500 97275 A field survey was carried out in December
2013 along the route of a proposed new road to Ballater Water
Treatment Works. The field survey identified ten sites of
potential archaeological importance, including field banks,
cairns and other upstanding features. A watching brief was
carried out in May 2014 during topsoil removal close to one of
the upstanding features, which had been demarcated in order
to protect it from the proposed works. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

Huntly
Castle Bridge, Huntly
Watching brief
Claire Herbert and Alison Cameron – Aberdeenshire Council
Archaeology Service
NJ 53265 40864 A watching brief was carried out, 31 January
– 5 February 2014, during emergency repair work to Castle
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Bridge. This Category A listed bridge is a single span, semicircular arch, rubble built bridge, which crosses the River
Deveron on the N side of Huntly Castle. Recent research,
including the discovery of medieval masons’ marks on stone
work, suggests that the bridge could have been constructed as
early as the 17th century. Around five years ago, part of the E
wing wall of the S approach to the bridge collapsed, which led
to the bridge being closed to public access.

was recorded on the 10 June 2014, consisted of a cobbled way
little more than a metre wide with well made kerbing slabs on
either side. Outwith these were what appeared to be cobbled
pedestrian walkways. On the S side were the possible remains
of a wall which may suggest the frontage of a former building
line exists less than a metre from the kerb. On the N side were
two possible ‘pivot stones’ each with an attendant well formed
posthole. It is suggested that these may have marked a former
gateway to a yard adjoining the routeway.
The oblique angle of the track compared to the later 19thcentury re-planned layout suggests this may be a trackway
shown on an 18th-century estate plan of the town. It is instructive
in giving an idea of how carefully the routes throughout the
pre-modern town were constructed. Other parts of this route
appear to have become fossilised as alleyways in the replanned
townscape. Grateful thanks are due to the developer, Mr C
McCall-Smith who gave permission for this pre-construction
evaluation.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire SMR (intended)

View of cobbled road surface, Castle Bridge (Copyright
Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service)
A previously unrecorded cobbled road surface was identified
during the watching brief. A subsequent test pit revealed
further buried archaeological horizons, possibly contemporary
with the original construction of the bridge. A small number
of pottery sherds were also recovered. Subsequent analysis
of these sherds has indicated that all four are medieval; one
is heavily abraded and three are local East Coast redware, of
probable 13th- to 14th-century date. The pottery sherds may
have been redeposited in the construction levels of the bridge,
and therefore cannot provide a firm date for an earlier phase
of construction.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Granary Street, Huntly
Evaluation
Colin Shepherd, Ian Anderson and Dorothy Anderson

Huntly Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart and Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 531 407 A watching brief was undertaken, 6 May – 22
September 2014, during the excavation of four small trenches
to remove existing information boards and install new ones.
One trench in a small chamber in the remodelled E range
revealed what may represent a sub-floor deposit (NJ 53211
40768). Two trenches just to the E of the E range (NJ 53219
40765 and NJ 53224 40756) revealed significant infill or
levelling deposit, contemporary with the present entrance to
the courtyard on its E side. The depth and overall absence of
finds suggest a major revision of ground levels along the E
of the courtyard, potentially associated with the remodelling
works of the 17th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Huntly Castle
Watching brief
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 5317 4076 A watching brief was undertaken, 2–3 June
2014, during the excavation of two small trenches to allow the
installation of a new handrail near the exterior of the W wall
of the W range, in an area thought to have been occupied by
a 12th-century bailey. It was thought that some of the features
seen were associated with the bailey and these were left
undisturbed. Evidence was also seen of an infilled/levelled
ditch, along with features associated with the foundations of
the wall of the W range, thought to have been constructed
in the 15th or 16th century. There were signs of modern
disturbance in some areas.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Inverurie

Cobbled and kerbed dressings prior to covering (Courtesy of
Dorothy Anderson)
NJ 52918 39853 The unanticipated remains of a stretch of 18thcentury trackway were discovered on the eve of being covered
by a new floor surface during redevelopment work at Granary
Street. It was only noticed beneath a soil overburden after
the removal of a former concrete floor. The trackway, which
28

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

Inverurie-Conglass Care Home and Village
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 75600 22860 A desk-based assessment and a 5–7%
evaluation was carried out, 20–21 January 2014, prior to the
construction of a care home and village. A number of stray
finds are recorded from the area in the 19th century and a
more recent evaluation in a field to the NE revealed a small
truncated feature with five sherds of prehistoric pottery. Two
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stray prehistoric flints were found and surviving rig and furrow
suggests that there has been intensive agricultural activity on
the site for several hundred years.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Keithall and Kinkell
Boynds Farm, Inverurie
Excavation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 7799 2306 An excavation was undertaken, 17 March – 18
April 2014, in advance of a residential development. The
excavation recorded extensive remains associated with
prehistoric settlement in the form of roundhouses, souterrains,
an enclosure, frequent pits and a cremation cemetery. One
cremation pit provided the earliest radiocarbon date on
site, returning a Late Neolithic date of 3094–2918 cal BC. An
associated cremation pit was multi-tiered in construction and
may be unique in the archaeological record. A souterrain and
two further structures were radiocarbon dated to the Middle
and Late Bronze Age.
Over 400 finds were retrieved. The pottery correlates with
the Bronze Age dating, while industrial waste suggests the site
extended into the Iron Age. Both the finds and environmental
evidence indicate that a number of activities took place on
site including wool spinning, cooking, bronze casting and
iron working.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Barratt Homes

Kinkell Church
Inventory of carved stone
Mary Márkus – Archetype

Kennethmont
Gartly Moor
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5366 3117 – NJ 5371 3097 Glen of Cults A hollow-way
runs above the present fields of Cults.
NJ 5395 3233 Hill of Corskie A heap of stones, containing
high levels of quartz, of unknown origin. The nearby telegraph
lines may represent a possible source; however, nothing
similar was recorded elsewhere along the line.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Kildrummy
Kildrummy Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 4548 1637 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
30 June – 1 July 2014, during the installation of nine survey
markers. A mixture of brass stud and ‘Feno’-type markers
were installed in and around the castle. There were no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

King Edward
Yonderton Cable Route
Walkover survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7188 5680 – NJ 7508 5625 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 24 June 2014 as part of the preparations for
a new overhead power line, between a connection N of the
Castle of King Edward beside the A947 (NJ 7188 5680) and
a new turbine site at Backhill of Yonderton (NJ 7508 5625).
No unrecorded sites were evident and there was no obvious
impact on the archaeological resource.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution Plc

Kinneff

The jamb, Kinkell Church
NJ 78583 19062 An inventory of this collection was undertaken,
December 2013 – February 2014. Most of the stones in the
collection have profiles that can be related to the remaining
profiles in the E window. This is especially true of the jambs
and voussoirs. It may be that all of these came from the E
window originally. However, if there were other traceried and
arched windows in the church (no evidence remains of these),
then the stones could also have come from these windows.
The hood-moulds may also have come from the E window (or
from another, now lost, related window).
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Castle of Fiddes, Home Farm Barras, Stonehaven
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 82200 80999 A watching brief was carried out on 15 April
2014 during topsoil stripping on land SW of Castle of Fiddes
for the base and cabling trench for a single wind turbine. No
archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ampair

Kintore
Kintore
Excavation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NJ 76907 14208 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken, 23 June – 22 August 2014, on the site of a
proposed substation at Kintore. Following a 6% evaluation of
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the 20ha site, a phase of mitigation work was carried out. This
included the excavation of a small building, dated by pottery to
the medieval period, adjacent to a large rectilinear enclosure.
A topographic survey of the enclosure (yard) revealed the
remains of sub-divisions, suggesting that the yard may have
had multiple functions, which may have included both animal
rearing and cultivation.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy (SSE)

Midmill, Kintore
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 7997 1474 and NJ 7997 1454 A 5% evaluation was
undertaken, 13 June – 18 September 2014, on ground (Areas 1
and 2) to be developed as an eastern extension to the existing
Midmill Industrial Estate. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Malcolm Allan Housebuilders Ltd

School Road, Kintore
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd
NJ 7923 1554 An evaluation was carried out, 18–19 September
2014, prior to the development of a new supermarket on a
site between School Road and the Tuach Burn. Extensive
medieval or post-medieval rig and furrow was evident.
Between the furrows, a small pit was excavated; it was
c2.15 x 1.52m in diameter and 0.28m in surviving depth.
It contained some heat-shattered stones in the fill but little
charcoal or evidence of in situ burning. Eight small sherds of
Bronze Age pottery, including one tiny fragment of Beaker,
were found in the upper fill. Further evaluation in the area
around the pit showed no evidence of surviving related
features.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Malcolm Allan Housebuilders Ltd

Laurencekirk
Beattie Lodge, Frain Drive, Laurencekirk
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 7162 7079 A watching brief was maintained on 20 March
2014 during the excavation of foundation trenches for a new
house at ‘The Willows’ on land adjacent to Beattie Lodge. The
farmstead associated with the Mains of Johnston had been
demolished previously and no archaeological finds or features
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mrs F Moore

Upper Haddo
Watching brief
Derek Hall
NO 743 732 A watching brief was carried out, 5–6 May 2014,
during site stripping for a new storage shed. The work located
a possible ring ditch and two groups of pits cut into the natural
subsoil. The fill of the ring ditch produced the base of a coarse
undecorated pottery vessel of Bronze Age date.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr S Wight
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The ring ditch looking S, Upper Haddo

Leochel-Cushnie
Cushnie Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5113 1314, NJ 5114 1322, NJ 5117 1322, NJ 5117 1327 and
NJ 5114 1329 (polygon) East Drybrae A farmstead depicted
on the 1870 and 1902 OS maps. Both maps appear to show it
in decline. The building is badly damaged, but the E and N
enclosure walls are visible as far as the present forest track. The
southern trackway shown on the 1st Edition OS map is carried
across an area of bog on a fine revetted causeway, which also
forms the western boundary dyke of the woodland. A further
small building shown on the 1st Edition OS map appears to
survive as a platform.
NJ 5099 1293, NJ 5092 1303, NJ 5104 1314, NJ 5131 1312,
NJ 5130 1304, NJ 5112 1301 and NJ 5104 1294 (polygon)
East Drybrae An area of clearance remains with three main
concentrations. The first lies W of the present forest track
along the top of a scarp overlooking modern field systems to
the W. East of these are a number of cairns surrounding an
area (at NJ 5126 1306) containing a high density of stone. It
is not clear if this is a natural concentration or the result of
clearance. South of the first group are two cairns at the top of
a S-facing slope. Viewed as a group the cairns sit around the
edge of a promontory, which may have provided a reasonable
extension to the presently farmed landscape lying between
Culmellie and Drybrae.
NJ 5156 0853 – NJ 5153 0854 and NJ 5151 0855 – NJ 5152
0854 – NJ 5150 0851 Oldtown Two short lengths of pre-modern
dyke.
NJ 5129 0832 Craigiestep A small ovoid shelter measuring
c2 x 1m internally. The area was wooded at the time of the 2nd
Edition OS map but open moor when the 1st Edition OS map
was surveyed.
NJ 5108 0834 Craigiestep A hollow-way running at c150°
which disappears in woodland.
NJ 5002 0861 – NJ 5160 0886 Hallhead A lade with a very
convoluted course, may possibly flow to Oldtown. The lade
is shown crossing open moorland on the 1st Edition OS map.
There are two culverts, at NJ 5032 0859 and NJ 5034 0861,
where later plantation banks cross the lade.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Marykirk
Dykelands, Laurencekirk
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 70453 68673 A watching brief took place on 9 July and
22 August 2014 during topsoil stripping for two wind turbines
and a new access road. One agricultural furrow was identified
in the NW turbine base.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr R Milne

Methlick
Meikle Ardo Steading, Methlick
Standing building recording
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8479 3976 Prior to its conversion for residential use, a
standing building survey was undertaken on 22 September
2014 of the steading at Meikle Ardo. Built in the 1st half of
the 19th century, this comprised buildings around four sides
of an open court. Few internal fittings remained, but vertical
timbers to hold trevises of horse stalls and a small bothy
survived in the E range. A blocking in the outer wall of the W
range coincides with the position of a horse mill shown on the
1869 OS map and probably relates to the mill fittings.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs Learmouth

Wendy House, Haddo House
Standing building recording
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8685 3475 A semi-derelict Wendy House in the private
garden of the S wing of Haddo House was recorded on 3 April

2014. The building, believed to have been made in the 1950s,
was built of weather-boarded planks on a timber framework.
The roof had been of tar-paper cut to resemble slates. Toy
furniture that had been used in the Wendy House was also
recorded.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland (intended). Report and
photographs: Aberdeenshire SMR and the National Trust for
Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Old Deer
Book of Deer Project
Excavation, fieldwalking and survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 97695 46962 Further archaeological work, undertaken
20–27 September 2014, for the Book of Deer Project,
researching the location of the early monastery of Deer,
concentrated on an area around Stuartfield Cemetery and
former rectory of Cheverton. A resistance survey was carried
out by Rose Geophysical Consultants and this informed areas
for archaeological trenches. Hand dug and machine trenches
in four areas revealed that the area had been intensively
farmed with rig and furrow cultivation over much of the area.
A palaeochannel in the field N of the cemetery contained
flints in the lower fills and medieval pottery in the upper
fills. Fieldwalking and a metal detector survey produced
further flints and medieval pottery as well as a medieval coin
(found previously during metal detecting) in the field S of
the graveyard. Many local people helped with the excavation
and 100 children from five local schools visited for excavation
experience and finds handling with staff from Aberdeenshire
Museums Service.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Book of Deer Project

Excavating the lower levels of the palaeochannel, Book of Deer Project
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Little Mains, Crichie Wood, Stuartfield
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 97457 44187 A watching brief was undertaken, 8–16
September 2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a new road, house and menage. The features
identified included areas of burning, which have now been sealed
under the new road. Two large pits were probably created by the
removal of large earthfast boulders for agricultural purposes in
the 19th century, but these have now been machined away and
this cannot be confirmed.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr J Smith

St Drostan’s Home, Old Deer
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9765 4764 An evaluation was carried out on 18 February
2014 in advance of a housing development on the site of
a former care home. The site is located at the W end of the
village of Old Deer, where in 2011 and 2012 various small
field evaluations were carried out in an attempt to identify
the possible centre of the monastic settlement. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: JKR Contractors Ltd

Ugie Brae House, Old Deer
Watching brief
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9770 4758 A watching brief was undertaken on 22 October
2014 during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of a garage. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Mr McLean

Oyne/Premnay
Bennachie Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6509 2422 Tillymuick A small, c3.5m diameter, single
clearance cairn.
NJ 6577 2466 Wellside A four-celled farmstead shown
on the 1st Edition OS map. It is c5m wide externally. The N
cell is c11m long with a doorway in the centre of the E side.
The second cell is c5m long with a doorway in the E wall.
An internal doorway at the E end of the S wall leads to the
third cell. This cell is c4m long with no external door. A small
outshot, measuring c2 x 2m, sits at the W side of the S wall
of the range. The foundations of a possible further outshot
abuts this on the W side, c1m from its southern end. This
outshot measures c2 x 2m and does not appear to have had a
N side. A possible rick (or peat) stance sits c3m W of the SW
corner of the southern outshot. An enclosure dyke lies c3m S
of the S end of the farmstead and runs cE–W. The remains of a
revetment lie close to the NW corner of the farmstead.
NJ 6561 2449, NJ 6560 2439, NJ 6564 2438 and NJ 6565
2448 (polygon) Parkbrae The substantial remains of rig and
furrow with a wavelength of c6m running roughly N–S. This
area is shown as open moorland on the 1st Edition OS map.
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NJ 6569 2447 – NJ 6574 2469 Wellside A dyke leading N
from the area of rigs noted above. An enclosure, measuring c14
x 8m, adjoins the dyke at NJ 6571 2462. There are extensive
clearance remains in its NE corner. The S and W sides of the
enclosure barely survive. A further linear dyke begins c3m N of
the NW corner of the enclosure, possibly leaving an entrance
way. This dyke turns sharply SW after only 3m and extends
to make an acute corner with an adjoining N-curving linear
bank. This extends to the bank of the Burn of Ryhill, where the
burn’s S bank is revetted as it flows NE.
NJ 6568 2464 – NJ 6559 2457 – NJ 6556 2462 Greenbog A
bank runs SW from the reveted section of the Burn of Ryhill
noted above. A break in the bank at NJ 6565 2461 appears to
define the place where a trackway shown on the 1st Edition OS
map ran S from a small farmstead and, presumably, crossed
the Burn of Ryhill. The height of the bank suggests that the
crossing was made via a bridge rather than by a ford. The
bank turns through 90° and follows the line of a deep drain
emptying into the burn below. This bank defines the limit of
the fields of Greenbog as shown on the 1st Edition OS map.
However, its construction appears to predate the usual 19thcentury dry stone dykes of the area.
NJ 6565 2460 – NJ 6560 2456 – NJ 6563 2451 Parkbrae
A dyke defining an area of ground S of the Burn of Ryhill. Not
shown on the 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps, but does correspond
to other features shown on the 1st Edition OS map. The line of
the feature forms a continuation of the Greenbog field system
to the N. The dyke appears to stop opposite the ‘break/bridge’
in the linear feature noted above across the Burn of Ryhill.
NJ 6557 2459, NJ 6555 2459, NJ 6556 2457, NJ 6558 2457
(enclosure) Parkbrae A dyke may define an area of apparently
unenclosed land S of one of the farmsteads of Upper Parkbrae,
as shown on the 1st Edition OS map. A break in the line at NJ
6550 2457 may mark an entrance to the enclosure. At the E
end of this dyke, a substantial dry stone dyke lies down the
W side of a deep drain emptying into the Burn of Ryhill. This
dyke appears to be of a later constructional technique to the
feature noted above. The NE corner of the enclosure contains
substantial clearance remains, which may be the site of a
former dwelling.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Peterhead
Inverugie
Casual find
Alan Saville – National Museums Scotland
NK 099 486 A flint blade (L104.3 x B33.2 x Th11.6mm; wt
38.8g). A grey-brown flint with slight pinkish-red tinge.
Essentially a tertiary piece but with two very small patches of
cortex on the top LHS edge, which indicate derivation from a
weathered, chatter-marked cobble. The blade has a prismatic
form, with all the main negative dorsal scars struck from the
same direction as the blade, but retaining a small zone of
cresting at the feathered distal terminal, perhaps suggesting
more complexity than a unipolar core. The striking platform
is partially faceted giving a trihedral form, but the faceting is
post-dated by frontal trimming of the platform edge. The blade
is unretouched, and without any obvious signs of use-wear.
On typological grounds this piece can best be paralleled in
Britain within the long-blade assemblages of southern and
eastern England, conventionally related to the Ahrensburgian
complex and dated to the Pleistocene/Holocene transition
(roughly around 12000 years ago). The usual caveats must
apply to what is a single, uncontexted find with unknown
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depositional history. However, assuming this to be a genuine
local prehistoric object (and the use of local flint related to
the Buchan deposits is possible), this could be a very exciting
indication of Late Upper Palaeolithic/Early Mesolithic activity
in this part of Scotland and therefore must be regarded as a
highly significant find.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 112/13), allocated to Aberdeen
University Museums

St Peter Street, Peterhead
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NK 1310 4617 A watching brief was carried out, 21 April – 1 May
2014, during topsoil stripping associated with construction of
new council offices between St Peter Street and Erroll Street.
The site had been machined to natural prior to the construction
of flats in the 1970s and there were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

West Road, Peterhead
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NK 1074 4653 An evaluation was carried out on 24 September
2014 in advance of a housing development beside the Collie
Burn at West Road. The low lying boggy nature of the ground
suggests it would have been unsuitable for prehistoric
settlement and no finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Muir Homes Ltd

Rhynie
Clashindarroch Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4406 2758(a), NJ 4408 2761(b), NJ 4412 2765(c), NJ
4417 2768(d) Orditeach A series of four related shooting butts
appear to create a discrete group. (a) Appears to be for a single
occupant and faces NE; (b) and (c) face SE, are rectangular
and seem designed for at least two occupants; (d) also faces
SE but is similar in size to (a).
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rhynie Environs Archaeological Project
Excavation and survey
Gordon Noble, Cathy MacIver and the Rhynie Woman Collective
– University of Aberdeen
NJ 4980 2715 The work this year, undertaken 6–14 September
2014, focused on the findspot of one of the symbol stones
from Rhynie (No 3) – a second human (or human-like) figure
carrying a spear or staff that was found on the southern
outskirts of the modern village. The stone is reported to have
been in a cairn when it was found in the 19th century. The
findspot, recorded in an open field on the 1st Edition OS map,
is now in the garden of Ashvale House on the S side of the
village just off the main road.
A 4 x 4m trench was dug in the garden of Ashvale on the
W side of the house plot. This identified a sub-rectangular

Quadcopter image of the excavations at Rhynie in 2014 (N to top of image). The ring ditch can be seen in the main trench. The subrectangular structure is in the garden to the right. Traces of a cairn or stone structure were found to the N of the sub-rectangular structure
and in the adjacent garden.
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building or wall made of earth and stones. The largest stretch
of wall was aligned SW–NE and curved to the SE and into the
baulk of the trench on that side. No floor deposits were found,
but the wall surrounded a posthole or pit in the eastern side of
the trench. No finds, charred deposits or features were found
to further elucidate the date or function of this structure. In
the NW part of the garden a 2 x 1m trench was dug. Below
topsoil a layer of stones were found, possibly part of a cairn
or platform on top of the knoll currently occupied by Ashvale
House and the other houses in this part of the village. Another
2 x 1m trial trench in the neighbouring garden identified
further elements of this cairn or platform; a layer of large
boulders and split stone extended for around 0.2m below the
modern topsoil and a levelling layer. Charcoal from the old
land surface below the stones and from a layer of soil beneath
was sampled for dating. The results are significant given the
19th-century accounts of a cairn in association with the Rhynie
symbol stone No 3.
A large machine dug trench was opened in the field adjacent
to Ashvale House; the nearest area a larger evaluation could take
place. The trench (c20 x 15m) revealed a number of features of
archaeological origin. These included a circular ring ditch c4m
across. The ring ditch closely resembles the form of a barrow
ditch, but no central burial was found within. A single flint
flake was found in the ditch fill and two small pits were found
in the interior of the ring ditch. The ring ditch may be the
remains of a prehistoric mound. Surrounding the ring ditch
were a number of pits or postholes. Each was half-sectioned;
no finds were made, but samples were taken for dating.
Test pits were also dug in the village square and in
surrounding gardens of the village. Only modern and 19thcentury features and finds were found in these test pits.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen, British Academy and Heritage
Lottery Fund

Skene
Milton of Garlogie, Garlogie
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 78318 06604 A standing building survey was carried out
on 10 June 2014 of eight buildings at Milton of Garlogie, prior
to the demolition of two and redevelopment of six buildings.
There is an earlier corn mill at the centre of the complex
which is in a very poor condition and one of the steadings had
been a mill. Two mill lades had cut through the site powering
at least two mill wheels. The buildings had been converted for
agricultural use and one (called the granary) has a date stone
incised 1881. Later cottages and a farmhouse were constructed
in the late 19th and early 20th century.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dunecht Estate

Slains
Sands of Forvie
Geophysical, topographic and soil survey
Lindsey Stirling and Karen Milek – University of Aberdeen
NK 0077 2580 Two short periods of fieldwork were carried
out, 27 March – 2 April and 14–18 July 2014, in the area
surrounding three mussel shell middens at Sands of Forvie.
The three shell middens were identified in 2005 by Graeme
Warren and named A, B and C. In 2010 small-scale excavations
were carried out by the University of Aberdeen at the middens
and revealed that they dated to the early medieval period. The
fieldwork carried out this year was a mixture of geophysical
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survey and soil survey (using an auger and test pits) and
focused on investigating the landscape immediately around
the middens.
A magnetometry survey was carried out in the area E of
Midden A and in low lying areas between sand dunes E of
Midden C. No clear features were observed in the areas between
sand dunes near Midden C, and further investigation of these
areas with an auger revealed up to 3m of sand before reaching
the buried land surface. Some circular features were observed
in the area adjacent to Midden A, which corresponded to grassy
mounds visible on the surface. Investigation of one of these
mounds by test pit revealed layers of sand and incipient soil
formation suggesting that it was a naturally formed sand dune.
In the N of the study area, c100m NE of Midden A, there
was an upstanding turf feature, which was also visible in the
magnetometry results. On the surface it was visible as an ovalshaped turf mound (c5m by 10m) with a hollow in the middle
and turf mounding around the edge, which may have been
a wall. Two test pits through this feature indicated that there
was a dark, compact and well defined layer c0.2 m below the
surface, which based on its compaction and sharp boundaries
may have been a floor surface, while the deeper section in test
pit 2 may have been a pit.
The position of this structure not far below the surface and
sitting on top of a large deposit of sand suggests that it was
constructed after the major incursion of sand seen throughout
the entire area in the mid-1st millennium AD, indicating an early
medieval or medieval date. The small size of this building in
comparison to other known early medieval settlements, such
as the turf buildings at Pitcarmick, Perthshire, which were up
to 30m, suggests that it was not a typical dwelling house. It may
have been a smaller, perhaps temporary, building, possibly
similar to a shieling, used for storage or as a base for collecting
resources from the surrounding area. The lack of evidence for
major settlement close to the middens themselves indicates
that people may have been travelling to this area specially to
exploit the coastal resources.
Investigation of the soils around the middens, through
an auger survey and test pits, showed the formation of
podzols on top of windblown sand, with buried soil horizons
underneath representing an older buried landscape. Most
of the buried soils were dark brown and highly organic and
represented the original brown earth soils that formed on top
of the glacial till. In the N of the study area the buried soils
were found much deeper and had formed on top of a sand
dune. These were silty/sandy loams, with high percentages of
organic matter, elevated levels of total phosphorus and some
charcoal flecks. These characteristics could have been created
by the deliberate addition of turf or other organic material
to the soils, deepening them and increasing their fertility,
suggesting that there may have been agriculture carried out in
this area. Based on stratigraphy seen in the section of Midden
C, there may have been two phases of land use around the
middens during the early medieval period, separated by a
major incursion of sand. This earlier phase may have seen
the practice of agriculture alongside use of the middens. Iron
Age agricultural soils were discovered in 2010 in soil test pits
c200m NE of the middens and since radiocarbon dates from
these came only from one piece of charcoal it is possible that
they were in use right up until the sand incursion during the
early medieval period.
Sands of Forvie has been affected by windblown sand for
thousands of years and while small amounts of sand may
not have had a serious impact on land use, a major sand
incursion, such as the one in the mid-1st millennium AD,
would have caused disruption of any agricultural activities
being attempted in the area. After the sand incursion evidence
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of agriculture ceased to be found in the auger survey or test
pits around the middens. However, the use of the middens
themselves appears to intensify, with a thick accumulation of
shells and fire pits being found on top of the sand deposit.
Had the gathering of shellfish been a secondary activity to
farming, only carried out because of the proximity of the
resources to areas of agricultural land, then we would expect
to see the use of the middens die out. Instead we see the
opposite, suggesting that shellfish were an important resource
in their own right, important enough to continue making use
of the coastal resources in this area even when its agricultural
potential was lost.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: Medieval Settlement Research Group

Strachan
Bucharn Cairn
Survey
Graeme Cavers and Gemma Hudson – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 65935 93010 A survey was undertaken of this site on
28 January 2014. Bucharn Cairn comprises an oval mound of
stones averaging c0.3m across, and stands to a height of 4.1m
above the lower platform, but over 6.2m in total height to the
lower platform on the downslope side. The central cairn is
oriented with long axis E–W, measuring 23m by 18.5m. There
is no visible evidence of a chamber or other internal structures;
it is probable that these remain undisturbed.
The platform consists of a bank of large boulders forming
a rounded trapezoid which forms a roughly level platform
respecting the central cairn. Although the platform has clearly
been added to with recent field clearance, particularly in the
NE area where several large boulders rest on the surface,
it seems likely that this platform was designed to provide a
level surface onto which to build. Large boulders embedded
in the platform in the SE and NW suggest that the outer face
of the platform may be comprised of large set stones, but the
majority are buried.
Immediately to the W of the cairn is a large mound of stone,

similar in character to the platform onto which the cairn was
built. The RCAHMS considered this mound to be modern field
clearance, and there are certainly large boulders overlying the
mound that appear to have been added relatively recently,
but the similarity in construction to the cairn platform must
raise the possibility that this was a similar platform feature
associated with the prehistoric construction. While there is
no evidence to tie this feature definitively to the cairn, the
presence of large boulders protruding from the outer faces
of the mound in a similar manner to the cairn mound might
suggest that the structure was built rather than dumped as
field clearance.
Both the cairn and the mound to the W have been used as
the basis for later construction. In the case of the mound to
the W, at least two and possibly three buildings have been
constructed. Structures 1 and 2 are congested with rubble,
but appear to form two small conjoined cellular buildings.
Structure 3 may be similar, but is obscured with large boulders
probably deriving from clearance. A linear stretch of walling
(feature 4) may represent the remains of an enclosure around
the structures on the mound. A series of set boulders on the SE
side of the mound (feature 5) may, perhaps more speculatively,
represent a further structure.
The cairn itself shows evidence of numerous interventions
into the rubble mound, and it is not clear which of these
represents the construction of a small building or shelter,
and which may be the result of haphazard digging into the
mound. Structure 6, on the SW side of the platform is similar
in character to the buildings constructed on the mound to the
W, but is in a ruinous condition. Of the buildings constructed
at the foot of the mound and on the mound itself, 7, 8, 9 and
11 are the most substantial, but several other smaller cells
have been dug across the top of the cairn. Structure 10 is
upstanding and may represent a relatively recent shooting butt
or similar ad hoc structure, but the precise nature and date
of these structures remains to be determined. A small cairn,
probably of relatively recent date, has been built on top of the
cairn (feature 12), overlying structure 9.
Surrounding the cairn are numerous hollows and mounds.

The Bronze Age burial cairn at Bucharn, viewed at sunset and in the point cloud (Copyright FCS, using survey by AOC Archaeology Group)
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It is probable that these indicate the presence of buildings
similar in character to those constructed on and around the
cairn. The scope of the present survey did not extend to
detailed recording of these structures, but one scooped hollow
is located immediately to the S of the cairn, spanning the
modern fence. It is possible that these features represent the
remains of an historic settlement surrounding the cairn. It is
difficult, however, to be confident of their character or date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Strathdon
Bunzeach Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
Sheallings of Brughs and Culquharry A number of
shielings are recorded and named on an 18th-century estate
plan:
NJ 3703 0898 A hut measuring c3 x 2m internally.
NJ 3702 0900 A hut measuring c6 x 2m internally. It is
sub-divided.
NJ 3704 0900 The ploughed remains of a hut/clearance
cairn.
NJ 3709 0903 The ploughed remains of a hut/clearance
cairn.
NJ 3708 0906 The ploughed remains of a hut/clearance
cairn.
NJ 3701 0898 A hut measuring c3.5 x 2.0m internally, with
an outshot at the N end.
NJ 3747 0971 – NJ 3745 0967 Moss Road to Newe A short
stretch of a hollow-way lies just to the W of the present forest
track. The route is shown on an 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 3911 1067, NJ 3920 1069, NJ 3920 1067, NJ 3919 1060 and
NJ 3909 1062 (polygon) Little Dundee A series of dykes, banks
and possible clearance piles. No fields are shown on the 1st
Edition OS map and the features do not seem to be associated
with the fields of the 19th-century farmstead of Little Dundee,
which is shown on the 2nd Edition OS map. The features may
have been abandoned by the time of the 1st Edition OS map
and Little Dundee built within the area of earlier settlement
features.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Tarland
Hillhead (Blackhills)
Fieldwalking
Moyra Simon and Jane Summers – North East Scotland
Archaeological Research Society
NJ 5072 0714 Fieldwalking was carried out, March – July
2013, over an area of cleared forestry covering c12ha. An
intensive grid based survey (80 x 80m) was carried out over
a possible hut circle (NJ50NW 61) and a transect survey over
the extended area. A barbed and tanged arrowhead and four
sherds of beaker pottery were found close to the possible hut
circle and other worked flint and quartz pieces were recovered
across the extended area. Two further monuments were
identified during the fieldwalk: a hillside cairn (NJ 5106 0725)
and a second circular feature (NJ 5099 0706).
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service
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Hillhead 2 (Blackhills)
Excavation
Moyra Simon and Jane Summers – North East Scotland
Archaeological Research Society and Connolly Heritage
Consultancy
NJ 5099 0706 A circular feature with four larger boulders
linked by a stone construction was first identified as part of
a field survey conducted in 2013, prior to work by Richard
Bradley and Amanda Clarke on an adjacent site, (DES 2013,
32). An initial topographic survey revealed a platform of c18m
in diameter. A subsequent excavation of the circular feature
was carried out in June 2014 in order to establish its nature,
size, preservation and date.
The site is situated on a SW-facing hillside at c350m OD and
has been damaged by forestry work. The site was cleared of
forestry debris and a 20 x 2m trench opened running SW to
NW across the site through the central point. Loose stone was
cleared to reveal the full extent of the revetted platform with
an internal structural feature (possible hut circle) of 12m in
diameter.
Finds included large sherds of handmade prehistoric pottery
and quantities of alder charcoal, the highest concentration
of charcoal coming from the central area. The charcoal is
currently being dated at SUERC.
Further walkovers have now identified at least seven
potential hut platforms and a detailed topographical survey of
the wider area is proposed.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire Council SMR
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service

Towie
Nether Towie Farm, Glenkindie, near Alford
Watching brief
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 448 121 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out on
17 December 2013 during ground-breaking work associated
with the construction of a single wind turbine. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Strachan, via VG Energy

Tullynessle and Forbes
Correen Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5531 2298 – NJ 5531 2259 South Road Shown on an 18thcentury estate plan this was the main N–S route at the end of
the 18th century. The line of the road lies to the W of the one
shown on the 1st Edition OS map and may represent an earlier
route.
NJ 5533 2255 South Road A fording point for the South
Road as shown on an 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 5536 2252 – NJ 5580 2224 Suie Hill A lade which is
shown on the 1st Edition OS map but not on a late 18thcentury estate plan was probably built during the 19th
century. It does not appear to be associated with a dam, and
a burn appears to have been simply diverted along the lade.
The course of the lade has been marred by recent forestry
work.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

ABERDEENSHIRE/ANGUS
Correen Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5488 2183 – NJ 5524 2142 Monach Burn A lade shown
on the 1st Edition OS map and modern plans but not on a
19th-century estate plan. Substantial effort was required to
construct this water supply for a threshing mill at a farm in
Tullynessle.
NJ 5501 2163 Monach Burn A hollowed circular feature,
measuring c3m internally, on a ledge overlooking the Monach
Burn. It is possible it may have been the location of a shieling.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rosebank, Montgarrie, Alford
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 5761 1778 A 7% evaluation was carried out on 28 February
2014 of a small field at the rear of Rosebank on the E side of
Montgarrie. The area was considered of interest as in the
19th century a cist was found in a neighbouring garden and
a souterrain in the driveway of Rosebank. No archaeological
finds or features were recorded during this work.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: A J McPherson

Turriff
Tillyfar, Little Hilton
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7190 5195 A watching brief was maintained on 4 August
2014 during topsoil stripping required for cable installation
works associated with a wind turbine at Tillyfar, E of Little
Hilton. Aerial photographs had recorded cropmarks of
possible ring ditch buildings nearby. A small segment of
the top of the outer circumference of one of the ring ditches
was identified directly below the cultivated topsoil removed
in the soil strip. The feature was recorded and reburied,
being avoided by the cut for the cable. There were no
associated finds.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy Plc

Udny
Pittrichie Mansion House, Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 85515 25470 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 27 November 2013 of a 19th-century house
prior to restoration work. The house was built in 1818 for
J W Mackenzie and is a late T-plan, two-storey mansion with a
three-window recessed centre bay.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr T Bryce

ANGUS
Arbroath and St Vigeans
Brechin Road, Arbroath
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 643 424 A worked flint (Neolithic/Bronze Age scraper)
was found in a garden at Brechin Road, adjacent to the Eastern
Cemetery.
Archive: Retained by finder
Funder: Angus Council

Brechin
Brechin Community Campus
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 5914 6075 An evaluation was carried out on 12 March 2014
in advance of the construction of the new Brechin Community
Campus. No archaeological finds or features were recorded on
the playing fields of the former high school.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Robertson Construction Eastern Ltd

Carmyllie

The interior of the rear N wall showing basement staircase (bottom
left), Pittrichie Mansion House

New Mains of Guynd, Arbroath
Desk-based assessment and survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NO 56444 42991 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out, 14–29 May 2014, ahead of a proposed solarelectric scheme. Four features were identified, including dry
stone boundary walls, stone gate posts and a clearance cairn.
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Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: BWE Partnership

Dun
Gilrivie Farm
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 683 596 A Dutch lead customs seal with a pelleted frame,
showing a crown over shield with lion rampart on the obverse
and R and A 257 (Regten en Accynsen – Customs and Excise)
on the reverse.
Archive: Retained by finder
Funder: Angus Council

House of Dun: Castle Environs Project
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NO 66749 59951 Initial geophysical survey was carried out
within the burial ground of the House of Dun in January 2013
(DES 2013, 34) when a resistance survey was undertaken
around the mausoleum in the graveyard. This survey detected
a well-defined rectilinear anomaly indicating a western
extension to the extant mausoleum.
A further GPR survey was carried out, 18–19 January 2014,
of the graveyard prior to the commencement of remedial
works. This aimed to provide a plan of buried features and
hopefully resolve the complexity of the archaeology in some
areas, eg where burials overlie the presumed earlier church,
and to identify potential unknown burials.
The data from this survey were extremely noisy which is
not unexpected given the nature and use of the site. Several
coherent anomalies thought to be associated with a presumed
path, as well as the earlier church and the burial vault have
been detected. The data are dominated by small, isolated
anomalies which are difficult to interpret confidently. Although
some are clearly associated with extant grave markers, others
are not. The majority are too small to indicate actual burials
and it is thought that they indicate debris within the subsoil/
topsoil probably from when the church was removed to leave
the mausoleum.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

House of Dun: Castle and Walled Garden
Excavation
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland

NO 66749 59951 A second season of excavation was
undertaken, 5–25 July 2014, at the site of the medieval Castle
of Dun. The excavation was conducted as part of the National
Trust for Scotland’s Trail Blazer youth camps. Four trenches
were excavated and uncovered large foundations believed to
be those of the medieval castle and a large ditch which may
relate to some enclosing works or earlier defences.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Forfar
Forfar Academy
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 45165 51462 An evaluation was carried out on 13 October
2014 on the playing fields of Forfar Academy prior to
construction of the new school. The site had been prepared
with topsoil being removed and natural subsoil terraced. No
archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Robertson Construction Eastern Ltd

Helen Street, Forfar
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 4650 5099 A worked flint measuring 47 x 24mm was found
on allotment ground at Irish Acre, Helen Street.
Archive: Meffan Museum F2014.47
Funder: Angus Council

Restenneth
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 483 516 A sherd of post-medieval glazed stoneware from a
large vessel, probably produced in Germany.
Archive: Retained by enquirer
Funder: Angus Council

Glamis
Angus Folk Museum, Glamis
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 38530 46812 A detailed measured, written and
photographic survey of a row of single-storey cottages,
currently incorporating the Angus Folk Museum, was
undertaken 22–24 January 2014.
Kirkwynd Cottages were built in the late 18th century for
the estate workers of the Strathmore Estate and consist of six
single-storey cottages, of varying sizes, in stone rubble build
with a stone slate roof. They were acquired by the National
Trust for Scotland in the late 1950s and the roof was replaced
at that time, although the traditional stone slate roof was kept.
The cottages now consist of 16 discrete museum rooms with a
stone flagged floor and a false ceiling, the original hearth areas
are mostly still in place, mainly along the N walls.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Inverkeilor

Trail Blazer participants excavating at site of the medieval Castle
of Dun
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Kinblethmont, Arbroath
Desk-based assessment and survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NO 63579 47277 A desk-based assessment and walkover

ANGUS/ARGYLL AND BUTE

survey were carried out, 14–27 May 2014, ahead of a proposed
solar-electric scheme. Four previously unrecorded features
were noted. These were dry stone walled boundaries, a carved
stone trough, an enclosure and a round dry stone structure
built into a quarry.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: BWE Partnership

Logie Pert
Craigo
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 690 645 A lead flax bale seal from Archangel, date 1881,
was found in the course of metal detecting.
Archive: Retained by finder
Funder: Angus Council

Montrose
Charleton Farm, Montrose
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 710 610 A brass livery button with the image of a burning
hill over letter ‘G’ on the obverse and ‘Firmin and Sons Ltd
Strand London’ on the reverse was found in the course of
metal detecting.
Archive: Retained by finder
Funder: Angus Council

The Ropewalk, Montrose
Standing building recording and excavation
Andrew Bicket – WA Heritage

NO 71924 57977 An historic building survey and test pit
excavation was carried out at the Montrose Rope and Sail
historic ropewalk. A photogrammetric survey of the adjacent
tar house was also undertaken. The ropewalk was active
during the early period of the Scottish whale fishing industry
and contains a number of whale bone uprights, which once
supported the apparatus for producing rope. Targeted test
pits inside and outside the building identified earlier phases
of the floor and the redesign of the building to accommodate
a larger production area. This work was undertaken 20 June
2013 – 29 April 2014.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Fisheries Museum

ARGYLL AND BUTE
Ardchattan and Muckairn
Allt Gruiniche, Bridge of Awe
Watching briefs
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 03840 29630 – NN 03395 29610 Watching briefs were
maintained during excavations along the route of a new
hydro-electric scheme at Allt Gruiniche. On 10 July 2014, a
trench was cut across the 18th-century Dalmally to Bonawe
military road at NN 03592 29749, where little of the original
make-up of the road survived. On 1 August 2014 topsoil
stripping for a new access track linking the power house
to the A85 road was monitored; nothing of archaeological
significance was recorded.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: Mr A Douglas

Photogrammetric model of the tar house, Montrose Rope and Sail (Copyright John McCarthy, Wessex Archaeology)
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Ardnamurchan
Arrochar
Arrochar
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 29607 03148 A walkover survey was undertaken in
September 2014 over a parcel of land at Arrochar in advance of
a proposed hydro-electric scheme. A shieling and a wall were
recorded.
NN 29550 03120 Dry stone wall, 0.7m high and up to 1m
wide, oriented E–W, part of large enclosure shown on the 1st
Edition OS map, Dunbartonshire, sheet viii 1864–73.
NN 29672 02266 Sub-rectangular shieling,10 x 6m, possibly
two rooms or two adjoining structures, wall 1m wide, dry
stone and up to 0.7m high where rebuilt as a twinning pen in
E corner of N room. Twinning pen, 1.6 x 1.6m in plan. Possible
entrances on E and W sides.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Gregor Cameron Consultancy Ltd

Hidden Heritage of a Landscape
Survey and excavation
Heather James – Northlight Heritage
NN 3086 0427 The Hidden Heritage of a Landscape Project
is a community-led project which explored, 9 February –
8 September 2013, the archaeological landscape of the 2.5km
long isthmus between Arrochar on Loch Long and Tarbert on
Loch Lomond. The project enabled the local community to
explore the archaeological potential within the isthmus, with
a special interest in the Viking raid into Loch Lomond in 1263.
The project involved looking at aerial photographs, historic
map research, documentary research, geophysics, walkover
survey, digital survey, hand measured survey, excavation and

post-excavation processing.
The walkover survey recorded a total of 204 new features,
the majority of which related to post-medieval enclosure and
farming practices. The features included the remains of a ninehole golf course, a demolished steading, a duck pond, earth
banks, drains, dry stone walls, clearance cairns, cultivation,
bridges, culverts, a gate, a hollow-way, an iron cauldron, peat
cutting, quarries, a sheep fank and a shieling.
Three geophysical surveys were carried out. At the Arrochar
School playing field (in Tarbert) a modern service pipe, several
slight linear anomalies and some concrete settings were found.
Other slight circular features may be geology.
A large oval shaped mound near the Cenotaph Cross produced
anolamies which related to modern ironwork and geology.
A figure-of-eight shaped enclosure at Stuckiedhu showed up
in the geophysical survey as a coherent positive response and
other anomalies were interpreted as ditches, a quarry face and
geology.
A plane table survey of a sheep fank (Site 127) was carried
out by the community at NN 30580 03877. A digital survey was
also carried out at the Ballyhennan churchyard (NN30SW 2 at
NN 31332 04529).
Five weeks of excavation concentrated on four mains sites.
Craig an’t Searraich (NN30SW 13 at NN 307 043) was a
settlement deserted by the mid-19th century. The rough dry
stone walls of the house survived up to three courses high and
were sealed by rubble which formed a fairly flat terrace. An
internal rough cobbled surface was partly revealed and the
pottery retrieved from above the surface was 19th-century in
date. The state of the walls suggested that the house had been
deliberately demolished. A second structure was investigated
and thought to be an animal enclosure. A section was cut
through the enclosing bank, but no dating evidence was
retrieved.
Clattochmore (or Tarbet Castle NN30SW 1 at NN

CBA Community Archaeology Bursary post-holder training the community at Craig an’t Searraich
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The excavation in progress at Tarbet Isle
3204 0479) was the location of a house belonging to the
MacFarlane chief which was destroyed by Cromwell’s army.
The house was thought to be in the vicinity of the old manse,
now Grange House. Four trenches were dug in the garden
of the Manse but no features pre-dating the late 18th/19th
century were found.
The Arrochar Primary School Playing Field (NN 3206
70471) lies just S of Clattochmore and, following a test
trench, which found flint and quartz flakes, a further two
trenches were excavated to retrieve artefacts and to investigate
geophysical anomalies. Only natural features were found but
the ploughsoil contained flint and quartz debitage, a few
worked flakes, an amber bead (possibly a lammer bead), a
17th-/18th-century lead pistol ball, a black glass bead, clay pipe
fragments and post-medieval pottery and glass.
Stuckiedhu (NN30SW 11 at NN 3129 0423) A figure-ofeight shaped enclosure containing two probably natural
mounds was investigated. Within the southern mound was
a hollow or possible hut circle. The figure of eight enclosure
consisted of a stone revetted bank designed to keep stock
out. The presence of mixed woodland on the 1st Edition
OS map and the late 18th-/19th-century date of the pottery,
would suggest that this was a designed landscape feature
perhaps associated with the development of Tarbet Hotel.
A trench across the putative hut circle revealed a very
slight earth bank, but no internal features which would
have indicated that it was more than a hollow. The finds
included slag and industrial waste, a clay pipe stem, postmedieval pottery and glass. The platforms in the vicinity
were interpreted as remains of the nine-hole golf course.
Cenotaph Mound (Site 197, NN 30239 04031) A small
trench was dug over the Cenotaph Mound, also known as the
Viking Mound and it was found to be a natural glacial mound.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Arrochar and Tarbet Community Development Trust

Tarbet Isle, Loch Lomond
Excavation
Heather James – Northlight Heritage
NN 3288 0540 Ongoing research into the Clan Macfarlane
history included the excavation of five small trenches over
the low stone foundations of a trapezoidal-shaped building
on Tarbet Isle. The aims were to ascertain the character and
date of the structure, the depth of deposits on the island and
the effect of the tree roots on the archaeological remains.
Tarbet Isle is depicted on Pont’s manuscript map (No 17)
occupied by a significant structure with high gable ends
and an annexe, but this structure is not shown on any later
maps. It seems likely that Pont was actually depicting the
island of Inveruglas with its documented medieval castle.
The excavations confirmed the presence of a dry stone
structure consisting of foundation walls which would
probably have supported a timber and turf structure. The
finds included several 17th-century pottery sherds, a possible
13th- or 14th-century pottery handle and a 17th-century
coin. The earth floor of the structure was sealed by a layer
of burning, which is thought to be rake out from a hearth
dating to the 17th or 18th centuries.
A single thick prehistoric sherd from a large flat-rimmed
bucket urn was also found, which suggests that the island had
been used for cremation burial (c1500–1000 BC).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Peter McFarlin and Preston McFarland

Campbeltown
Kilkeddan
Walkover survey and watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 75828 26491 A walkover survey and a watching brief were
carried out, April – July 2014, over a parcel of land at Kilkeddan
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Farm, in advance of the construction of a micro hydro-electric
scheme. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded along the route of the pipeline, at the location
of the intake weir or the powerhouse.
Funder: Mr and Mrs Semple

Cardross
Ben Bowie
Survey and excavation
Sandra Kelly – North Clyde Archaeological Society

partially excavated to reveal details of the lime kiln and the
heating effects within it; coal was shown to be the fuel used.
The other excavations sites were completely excavated and
Site 7 was suspected of being a rock art location. However,
the results were inconclusive, nevertheless a stone axe
was found. Site 4 proved most interesting in that several
charcoal filled pits and spreads were located and these will
provide environmental information and radiocarbon dates
for this unique site, where cannel coal was being worked.
Of particular interest were an unusual flint composite tool
found at Site 4 and the intriguing possibility that the only
sherd found may be an Early Neolithic one. The general
site is a new location for the discovery of Arran pitchstone.
The burnt mound deposits are the first sites of their type
in the area.
Report: RCAHMS, WoSAS HER and on www.spanglefish.com/
NorthClydeArchaeologicalSociety/index.asp
Funder: North Clyde Archaeological Society

Coll
Cnocan na Ban, Isle of Coll
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NM 191 582 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
30 July – 1 August 2014, on land at Cnocan na Ban during
the laying of c1500m of cable track. The excavations mainly
recorded varying depths of peat above a clayey and silty or
gravelly subsoil. Despite being close to known archaeological
sites the only features recorded were domestic peat cuttings
and a turf field bank.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS HER
Funder: Mono Consultants

Colonsay and Oronsay

A flint tool recovered from Ben Bowie
NS 335 825 (centred on) As the inaugural fieldwork project of
NCAS, a survey and excavation project was completed on Ben
Bowie Hill, which lies to the E of Helensburgh. The principal
results are given below.
Find spots: NS 33447 83035 Flint knife; NS 33460 83055
Flint knife; NS 33429 83061 Coal pieces; NS 33443 83053
Pitchstone core; NS 33440 83041 Pitchstone flake; NS 33340
82767 Pitchstone flake/blade; NS 33212 82862 Pitchstone
flake; NS 33275 82906 Pitchstone flake; NS 33419 83060 Flint
scraper; NS 33451 83030 Pitchstone core(?); NS 33360 82980
Pitchstone flake; NS 33384 82999 Flint round scraper and NS
33354 82994 Flint scraper.
Excavation sites: NS 33583 82342 Site 1 (235m OD) Burnt
mound deposit; NS 33342 82109 Site 2 (220m OD) Charcoal
filled pit (No 1); NS 33377 82975 Site 3 (200m OD) Burnt
mound deposit; NS 33429 83061 Site 4 (190m OD) Coal pieces;
NS 33342 82109 Site 5 (220m OD) Charcoal filled pit (No 2);
NS 33419 83060 Site 6 Charcoal spread c2m; NS 33119 81948
Site 7 (140m OD) Rock outcrop; NS 33560 82076 Site 8 (200m
OD) Pot lime kiln.
Partial excavations were carried out on Sites 1 and 3 in
order to obtain datable samples of charcoal. Site 8 was
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Cill Choinnich, Colonsay
Survey and excavation
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NR 3553 9184 A small-scale standing building survey and
excavation were carried out, 9–16 June 2013, at a number of
chapel sites on Colonsay as part of the AHRC funded project
Integrating Archaeology and Sustainable Communities.
The work involved the recording of the standing building
remains of Temple of the Glen, Kilchattan, Kilmary, Kilbride,
Bal-na-hard, Riasg Buidhe, Balaruminmore, and the excavation
of a small test trench at the supposed site of Cill Choinnich, in
order to try and build a relative chronology of the buildings.
The survey generated various site plans, elevations and written
records but did not uncover any remnants of Cill Choinnich,
the site of which remains unidentified.
The project is a collaboration between the National
Trust for Scotland, Colonsay and Oronsay Heritage Trust,
University of Ulster and Queens University, Belfast and
Kilmartin Museum.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Glenorchy and Inishail
Glen Orchy
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 26280 34850 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken in December 2013 over a parcel of land at Glen
Orchy Farm, in advance of the construction of a hydro-electric
scheme. A number of features were recorded, including a
possible structure, clearance cairns and a wall.
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NN 26336 34796 Structure (possible). Irregular line of three
stones at W end and line of three stones on S side with a heaps
of stone at the E end (possible clearance) all set on a low
platform.
NN 26349 34800 Clearance cairn. Low circular pile of
rounded cobbles.
NN 26343 34798 Clearance cairn. Low circular pile of
rounded cobbles.
NN 26368 34814 Low ruinous dry stone wall.
NN 26322 34722 Clearance cairn set on steep slope on field,
stretching for c40m.
NN 26320 34833 Pile of clearance which appears to be set
within a possible quarry into the boulder field adjacent to the
burn.

Funder: Adrian Laycock Ltd

Kilchrenan
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 04510 21787 A watching brief was carried out, 25–26 August
2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of two houses. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Funder: Mr and Mrs Madden

Lochy Cluster, Inverlochy
Desk-based and walkover survey
Jennifer Robertson
NN 23000 27200 – NN 19674 27526 (River Lochy); NN 22270
24717 – NN 19637 27517 (Eas a’ Ghaill); NN 23350 24907 – NN
22507 25146 (Allt a Chaorainn) and NN 25352 27542 – NN
23966 27535 (Eas Daimh) A desk-based and walkover survey
was undertaken, May – June 2013, prior to the construction
of hydro-electric schemes in four areas (River Lochy, Eas a’
Ghaill, Allt a Chaorainn and Eas Daimh) within the valley
of the River Lochy. A total of 23 archaeological sites were
recorded:
NN 19906 27340 Earth and stone dyke
NN 19970 27284 – NN 20082 27291 Stone wall
NN 20525 27480 – NN 20694 27479 Fragment of military
road, built by Major Caulfeild, 1757–61 (NN22NW 3)
NN 20575 27289 Charcoal burners’ platform
NN 20629 27221 – NN 20681 27322 Woodland enclosure
NN 20706 27157 – NN 20760 27110 Earthen dyke
NN 20791 27111 – NN 20851 27076 Earthen dyke
NN 21978 27096 Shieling hut (possible) (NN22NW 9)
NN 21990 27083 Shieling hut (possible) (NN22NW 9)
NN 19606 27560 Saw mill
NN 19631 27563 Inverlochy Bridge (presently in use)
(NN12NE 25)
NN 19655 27543 Inverlochy Bridge (old) (NN12NE 23)
NN 19770 27363 – NN 19631 27527 Mill lade for the saw mill
at NN 19606 27560
NN 20360 26713 – NN 20332 26795 Woodland enclosure
NN 20320 26600 Coire a’ Ghaill Farmstead is no longer
extant (NN22NW 5)
NN 20364 26587 – NN 20434 26518 Earthen dyke
NN 20526 26547 Enclosure
NN 20503 26476 (centred on) Sheepfold
NN 22339 24575 House, part of Airidh Coire-Lair (NN22SW 3)
NN 22338 24521 House, part of Airidh Coire-Lair (NN22SW 3)
NN 22660 25140 Bridge abutments
NN 23228 24978 Structure
NN 23910 27590 Airigh nan Cioch shieling hut is no longer
extant (NN22NW 2)
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Broadland Renewable Energy Ltd/Gilkes Energy Ltd

Inveraray
Barn Park, Inveraray
Evaluation
Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NN 09231 08111 An evaluation was carried out, 27 May 2014,
in advance of a residential development at Barn Park. The trial
trenches covered 8% of the 3111m2 development area. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: ZM Architecture

Inverchaolain
Ardentraive, Colintraive
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NS 03874 75591 – NS 03320 74650 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 1 November 2013 along the proposed route of
a hydro-electric scheme at Ardentraive, on the Kyles of Bute.
The only previously unrecorded site of interest encountered
during the survey comprised the scant remains of a stone and
earth bank at NS 03713 75347.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

Auchingeon (alternatively Achnasithean)
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 02515 77104 This site was surveyed in the early 1980s by
Josephine Bennett following a short note by Rona Barr in 1971
in the Cowal Archaeological and Historical Society’s Gazetteer
noting its existence. Our survey of the site was undertaken on 29
April 2014. In several cases our measurements and our measured
orientations depart significantly from those of Bennett.
On the E and W sides of the Allt Auchingeon Burn which
runs generally NNE to SSW through the site is a settlement
which contains, in Bennett’s labelling, six dry stone
rectangular structures (one possibly oval) A, B, E-H, two
separate enclosures C, D, an enclosure attached to house F,
a corn-drying kiln K and a knocking stone. The site is at an
altitude of 100m.
On the W side of the Allt Auchingeon at NS 02491 77125 is
house A, 9.6 x 6.5m externally, long axis cE–W (more precisely
100°). It is a substantial ruin, with the W wall standing up to
1.4m high, the N and E walls up to 1m and the long S front
wall lower at 0.5m. The wall widths are typically 0.9m, except
for the E wall which is 0.6m. There is a doorway in the S wall
5.3m from the W end. There are suggestions of opposing
windows in the N and S walls, but the walls are too broken
down to be certain. Attached to the W end is an annexe; the
low remains of its S wall extend the house S wall 4.7m to the
W. The N and W walls are better preserved, up to 1m high.
The external width is 4.10m. In its NW corner is a c2.0m
square structure 1.10m high with a thick 0.7m wide wall.
Bennett identified it as a possible corn kiln but it resembles
more a twinning pen, and there is a corn kiln K elsewhere on
the site. A more ruinous annexe can also be discerned at the
E end of the house: there is a clear extension of the N wall out
2.10m, then the wall returns S for 3.40m before it disappears
in a mass of tumble. To the E of A the ground slopes sharply
down to the burn.
About 7m S of house A is a knocking stone, an irregular
boulder containing a circular bowl near the E end, 0.2m in
diameter and c0.15m deep.
House B is 5m from the burn on its E side, at NS 02515
77104. It is externally 12.7 x 5.5m, also roughly E–W with long
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axis at 80°. Its low remains are turf-covered but the stones are
visible. There is a tree inside the NW corner. The walls stand
up to 0.5m high, and are broad, up to 1m wide. It has two
compartments, with a subdividing wall c3m from the W end.
The S wall has a probable door of uncertain width 4.6m from
the W end. A trace of a low wall 2.7m from the E wall, possibly
the remnants of a yard, runs N towards the Allt Auchingeon
where the burn runs from NE to SW.
On the E bank of the Allt Auchingeon 8m SW of B is
enclosure C, formed by an arc of boulders bounded on the W
by the burn, enclosing an area 13m long and 9–12m wide.
Adjacent to B on its E side is a low turfed-over line of boulders
of enclosure D. Its NW corner is 2m from the E end wall of B.
It is sub-rectangular, bounded on the SE side by a small burn
that runs NE to SW into the Allt Auchingeon. Its length along
the burn is c28m and its maximum width is c13m.
W of D and S of B on the N bank of the same small burn is
a low rectangular dry stone structure E, 8.0 x 4.7m externally,
oriented cNE–SW (50°). The turfed-over walls are mostly
badly eroded, particularly the NW wall. Elsewhere they
mainly consist of a line of large boulders up to 0.5m high and
0.7m wide. There is a possible entrance in the S wall.
F is a highly eroded rectangular structure of turfed-over
stones 25m SW of E across the small burn. It is c9 x 5m with
long axis at 30°. Attached to its NE end is an enclosure that is
c8 x 8m, open at its NE end. A track runs along the NW side of
the house into the enclosure through a gap at the house corner.
G is 5m W of F close to the E bank of the Allt Auchingeon
and parallel to it at 20°. It consists of a sparse line of stones,
turfed-over and indistinct, oval or rectangular, 7 x 5m.
H is 8m SE of G, and is the most prominent structure in the
site. It is a substantial house 7.9 x 5.7m roughly NE–SW (40°).
The SW gable is standing up to 2.3m high and side walls are up
to 1.5m high. The NE front wall is more broken and contains a
doorway. The walls are 0.65m wide. Outside the NE wall a tree
stands within a mass of tumble.
K is a well-preserved corn kiln 2m S of the enclosure C on
a low mound. The external diameter is c3.6m, the bowl 1.6m
diameter. There is a flue 0.35m wide by 0.30m high visible
internally on the W side but not seen on the outside owing to
the vegetation cover.
Bennett pointed out that a boulder S of B shows what may
be the initial stages in the creation of a knocking stone. We
located it: it has a shallow, roughly triangular depression with
a further shallow near-circular depression within.
Creag Bhreac (alternatively Ard Tigh)
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry

Creag Bhreac (Copyright David Dorren)
44

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

NS 02670 76275 This is a small crofting settlement at an
altitude of 120m which consists of at least three dry stone
houses (A, B, C) and a corn kiln, with traces of two other
possible structures. It lies at the foot of ground steeply rising
on the E to rocky crags. Immediately N of the site is the broad
bend of the Allt an Ard-Thigh where it turns to the NW from
running SW. A long dry stone wall or dyke runs through the
settlement from NNW to SSE then turns uphill due E. House
A lies on the W side of the wall, B and C on the E. The corn
kiln is in woods to the NW of house A. A survey of the site was
undertaken on 13 May 2014.
House A is 16m W of the wall. It is 8.3 x 5.0m externally with
long axis nearly WNW–ESE (70°). The walls are reduced to
roughly the same height of 0.6m all round and are 0.7m wide.
There is an entrance 0.7m wide in the S wall 2.8m from the E
end. A curved turfed-over bank enclosing a yard is attached at
the W end. This extends W a maximum 5.5m from A and has
maximum N–S width 9.3m. It terminates at a point 3m S of the
SW corner of A leaving an entrance gap.
Between A and the dry stone dyke running through the site
is a faint suggestion of an oval or rectangular structure.
On the E side of the dyke, 5m from it, are B and C, with C 6m
S of B. B is perpendicular to the dyke with long axis at 70°. C
is roughly parallel to the section of the wall that is 6.6m S of C
and runs due E.
B is 9.2 x 4.4m externally with walls 0.6m wide and up to 1m
high. A large tree stands within in the NE corner among a large
tumble of stones that may be a collapsed twinning pen c2.6 x
2.0m. There is a doorway in the S wall, tumbled, c0.7m wide
and 3.9m from the E wall.
C is larger than B at 14.2 x 5.5m externally and has broader
walls c0.8m wide but is indistinct: the walls are low and turfedover. The location of the entrance is unclear.
N of B and on the same side of the dyke is the trace of a
structure containing some stone, c3m square. Farther N of it
the ground slopes down to the burn.
On a mound within woods 21m NW (310°) of A is a corndrying kiln, roughly circular, of diameter c3.8m. The bowl is
partly obscured by thick vegetation but is c1.4m in diameter,
and at least 0.7m deep. No flue is evident. The ground drops
away steeply to the W of the kiln.

Jura
Ardfin
Evaluation and watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 48376 63484 (centred on) In June 2014 an evaluation was
carried out on all the cut and fill areas of the golf course at
Ardfin. A large pit, possibly dating from the Mesolithic or
Neolithic period, was discovered on Fairway 14, along with a
possible short length of bedding trench, which perhaps held
a wooden fence or wall, and a worked stone recovered from
a probable 19th-century pile of clearance. The dates of the
latter two features are currently unknown. An 18th- or 19thcentury earthen and stone bank was also recorded in section
on Fairway 14.
In July 2014 a watching brief on the machine excavation of
the peat cover over Fairway 3 and an evaluation at Holes, 1,
3, 4 and 6 recorded no archaeological deposits or structures.
Two machine trenches were also excavated through the 18thor 19th-century earthen bank. In August 2014 a watching
brief was undertaken during the removal of topsoil from
the western portion of Fairway 14. Two additional negative
features were recorded and the remainder of the previously
recorded pit was excavated.
In September 2014 a series of evaluation trenches were
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The topographic survey at Tarbert Castle in progress (Copyright AaM, Archaeology Scotland)
machine excavated over Fairway 15 (renamed 16) and Fairway
16 (renamed 17). An ancient tree bole with a complex of sand
fills, within which were numerous struck flints and a handful
of stone tools, was recorded in an extension to Trench 121 on
Fairway 15 (16). Nearby, a number of flints were recovered
from the previously cultivated topsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ardfin Estate

Kilcalmonell
Tarbert Castle Phase 1
Desk-based assessment, field visit and survey
Robert McPhail – Tarbet and Skipness Community Trust
NR 86770 68730 The Archaeology Scotland Adopt-aMonument (AaM) team were approached by the Tarbet and
Skipness Community Trust to help find out more about the
castle. Tarbet Castle is located on a prominent hilltop ridge
overlooking the fishing village of Tarbert. It dates from at least
the 13th century and comprises the substantial remains of a
13th-century double walled courtyard set within a much larger,
14th-century curtain wall. Along the SE side of the curtain wall
is the standing remains of a 15th-century tower. To the W of the
castle are the remains of what is believed to be the medieval
burgh that surrounded the castle.
A programme of work was undertaken, 1 September 2011
– 1 September 2013, which aimed to encourage the local
community to engage with the castle, to raise awareness of it
to a wider audience, and to improve access and interpretation
of the castle.
The work consisted of a desk-based assessment, undertaken
by Kilmartin House Museum; a site visit and topographic
survey by local volunteers; laser scanning and geophysical
survey by Northlight Heritage; and engagement sessions
with primary and secondary schools by the AaM team. The
engagement work resulted in an information leaflet produced
by the local children for castle visitors, an excavation and

an open evening. This work was undertaken as part of the
2011–16 Adopt-a-Monument Scheme.
Archive and report: Archaeology Scotland
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Adopt-a-Monument (in kind),
Tarbet and Skipness Community Trust and Argyll and Islands
Leader Fund

Tarbert Castle
Survey
Cathy MacIver and Heather James – Northlight Heritage
NR 86760 68717 A geophysical survey was undertaken, 12–14
July 2013, in the environs of Tarbert Castle. The results were
dominated by modern disturbances and strong geological
signals. However, some very subtle positive readings from the
gradiometry survey may indicate that archaeological features
do exist in the area near the possible medieval burgh location,
but these were obscured by the strong geological readings.
Further investigation through excavation is recommended in
this area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tarbert and Skipness Community Trust

Kilchoman
Ballinaby
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 22472 67296, NR 22528 67289, NR 22595 67278, NR
22660 67276 and NR 22725 67264 Watching briefs were kept
on 3 December 2013 during excavations for five poles for an
overhead power supply to a new house at Ballinaby. The new
power line is located near two standing stones (NR26NW 13
and NR26NW 14) and three Viking burials (NR26NW 4) but
nothing of archaeological significance was found in any of the
pole trenches.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: SSE
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Sunderland Farm
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 24655 64424, NR 24598 64445, NR 24542 64471, NR 24479
64491, NR 24416 64511, NR 24353 64532, NR 24290 64551, NR
24228 64570 and NR 24144 64594 Watching briefs were kept
on 20 November 2013 during excavations for nine poles for
a replacement overhead power line at Sunderland Farm. The
poles were located near several prehistoric burials (grouped
together as NR26SW 11) discovered in the 19th century, but
nothing of archaeological significance was found in any of the
pole trenches.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: SSE

Kilfinan
Kilfinan Community Forest
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 96863 73373 A walkover survey was conducted in July
2014 over the landholding of Kilfinan Community Forest.
A number of banks, a curling pond, a track, a shieling
and a reservoir, and a number of associated features were
recorded.
NR 97425 72996 A 1.2m high by 1.1m wide bank (possible
head dyke) with a vertical revetted stone face on its N side. A
section was put through this bank.
NR 97342 73019 Near square curling pond, 55 x 53m. Low
earthen banks with flat tops, 3.5m wide and 0.5m high, around
shallow pond, ruined metal hut with low wooden divisions
for the curling stones (handles removed when not in use to
prevent theft). There are recollections of a wooden pavilion

The survey team at the newly discovered shieling, Kilfinan
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at this location, which went out of use in 1950s and was lost
until recent clearing of rhododendrons. The drain on N side is
a probable water feed and there is a sluice of the SE side to the
empty pond. The drain, or lade, to the N may have been cut
along the line of an old road, and appears to run from a small
burn (NR 97061 73171).
NR 97115 73156 Line of the old road leading up from
Tighnabruaich to the Water of Glendaruel, N of Loch Ridan. It
is 3m wide, up to 1m deep and possibly revetted with stone in
places. It extends N for c100m before disappearing into the forest.
NR 96604 73854 Section of collapsed concrete dam. The dam
apparently collapsed very shortly after construction in 1888.
NR 97355 72488 An E–W oriented earthen and stone
bank, 2.4–2.5m wide and 0.50–1.25m high. An adjoining N–S
oriented bank, 23m long, runs from a burn on W side.
NR 97359 72456 and NR 97316 73122 Two adjoining
concrete water tanks, c14 x 14.5m and 2.5m deep. Walls 0.6m
wide. Sluice gates on downhill side, 1910 dated conical pipe in
centre of each tank, associated vents, intake pipes etc. Tanks
associated with reservoir and management of the water by a
series of weirs along the river. The river has been redirected
around the weir. Not on the 1st Edition OS map but does appear
on the 2nd Edition map.
NR 97537 72876 An earthen bank with line of oak trees,
possibly an old boundary or edge of road? It is visible for 28m,
oriented N–S and has damper ground on E side.
NR 97542 72851 Stone quarry, 12 x 12m.
NR 97541 72831 An E–W oriented earthen and stone bank
with oak trees. It is c110m long, up to 2m wide and 0.6m high,
and there are large stones at the W end of the bank.
NR 97048 73950 Area of peat cutting.
NR 96381 73900 Area of peat cutting.
NR 97201 73181 A canalised burn, with concrete shuttering
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on both sides of the burn forming narrow shute, c1m wide,
part of a water management scheme.
NR 97079 73200 Small concrete weir.
NR 96981 73354 A possible shieling measuring 2.3m
wide by 5m long, with 0.9m wide walls, which are mostly
turf. There is a large block of stone at NW end with smaller
stones set on top, forming a low (two courses high) wall,
oriented SE–NW.
NR 96487 74080 A canalised burn, with concrete set cobbles
forming a narrow shute for the burn that feeds the reservoir. A
cobble weir is located at the upper end of the canalised portion
of the burn.
NR 97429 72939 Natural glaciated rock with three possible
sets of initials (JD, JB and HB) chiselled into its surface. The
rock was exposed by a tree throw, so the initials probably
predate the 1960s.
NR 98394 73039 A quarry measuring 6 x 8m and 1.5m high,
horse-shoe shaped, and probably the source of the stone for
the weir.

and interpretation information for local residents and visitors.
The group worked with AaM and Historic Scotland,
1 September 2011 – 1 September 2013, to determine the
condition of the chapel, identify ways of consolidating
the building, and remove vegetation from the graveyard.
Research was undertaken on the potential early origins of the
chapel and burial ground, and different forms of on and offsite interpretation. The project also recorded the gravestone
memorial inscriptions.

Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon

Funder: Mr and Mrs Weatherhead

Funder: Kilfinan Community Forest Company and HLF

Cnoc Oran
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 27504 23741 A watching brief was undertaken, 25–26
November 2013, during topsoil stripping associated with
the construction of a new house and access road on land
W of Cnoc Oran. The work revealed an old ground surface
consisting of burnt machair soil. A single flake of flint was
recovered. The old ground surface was sealed beneath a layer
of windblown sand and a substantial layer of sandy loam. All
the deposits had been cut by later lazy bed cultivation. It is
postulated that the buried soil dates to the Late Iron Age or
early historic period. No features or structures were associated
with the buried soil and no material suitable for radiocarbon
dating was recovered from a sample of the soil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Kyle

Iona Primary School
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 28455 24124 An evaluation was undertaken on 4 August
2014 in advance of the construction of an extension to the
current building. A small suite of features, including a fire pit,
a second small pit, a posthole and a small length of bedding
trench were recorded in an evaluation trench located to the
E of the proposed development area. Based on the nature of
the pottery sherds recovered, it is likely that the features date
to the 15th to 17th centuries AD. The actual development area
could not be evaluated due to access issues.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Argyll and Bute Council

Kilvickeon Church and Graveyard
Vegetation clearance, recording of tombstones and
interpretation
Rosie Burgess, Phil Richardson and Biddy Simpson – The Ross
and Mull Historical Centre
NM 41198 19621 The Ross and Mull Historical Centre
approached the Archaeology Scotland Adopt-a-Monument
(AaM) team for support with vegetation clearance, recording
and interpretation of this 13th-century chapel site. They were
interested in conserving and maintaining the chapel, in
finding ways to promote the site and provide improved access

Archive and report: Archaeology Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic Scotland, Scottish
Government, European Community Argyll and Islands
Highland LEADER 2007–13

Machair
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 27433 23792 A watching brief undertaken on 26
November 2013 during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a house extension revealed no finds or features
of archaeological significance.
Martyr’s Bay, Iona
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 28490 22390 (centred on) A watching brief was kept on
24 April 2014 during the excavation of a 20 x 11–17.5m area for
a temporary generator near Martyr’s Bay close to the E coast
of Iona. On 7 May 2014 three pole trenches were dug at NM
28485 23916, NM 28441 23946 and NM 28389 23974 for a new
overhead line linking the generator to an existing power line.
Nothing of archaeological significance was recorded in any of
the trenches.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: SSE

The Glebe Field, Iona
Excavation
Bob Will – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NM 2840 2426 Following initial invesitgations in 2012 (DES
2012, 46) two further phases of work were undertaken at the
Glebe Field, in advance of a community housing development.
The first, in December 2013, was to assess a proposed pipe
route from the Glebe Field across the scheduled area of the
abbey to the sea. During this work part of the possible old
main street depicted on 19th-century maps, which ran from
the village to the abbey, was uncovered and a medieval bronze
dress pin and several sherds of medieval and post-medieval
pottery recovered.
Further excavation in April 2014 uncovered pits and a
number of artefacts, mainly prehistoric pottery and flint, as
well as possible medieval and post-medieval pottery and
metal working debris. Many of the pits appeared to have
been truncated by later use of the site, although some sealed
prehistoric features were excavated. The results of this work will
be incorporated into the existing post-excavation programme.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Iona Community Housing Ltd

Killarow and Kilmeny
Moss Road, Bowmore
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 30920 59338 A watching brief was carried out, 11–19
November 2013, during topsoil stripping prior to the
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

47

ARGYLL AND BUTE

construction of new houses and access route. A cobble track,
which appears to have been renewed on at least one occasion,
was recorded. Two parallel drains were associated with this
track. The track is not shown the 1st Edition OS map of 1882
and would therefore appear to predate it.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Argyll Community Housing Association

Killean and Kilchenzie
Glencreggan
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 67428 38365 A watching brief was carried out, 21 October
– 5 November 2013, during topsoil stripping prior to the
construction of a new access road, house and garage. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded during
this work. The possible remains of a building, part of the
former farmstead of North Belloch, which is shown on the 1st
Edition OS map, was recorded just outside the stripped area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Bergius

Kilmartin
Carnasserie Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NM 8392 0086 A watching brief was maintained on 19 March
2014 during the removal of an information board and the
installation of a new one. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Ormaig
Survey
Graeme Cavers and Gemma Hudson – AOC Archaeology Group
NM 8222 0270 A laser scan survey was carried out, 25–27
March 2014, of the prehistoric rock art at Ormaig for the
purpose of conservation management. The survey was the
second one to be carried out, with data collected in 2007
providing a baseline record to which the 2014 data was
compared. Significant changes to the sites were noted, with
moss and lichen growth over the exposures. This growth may
be related to the removal of forestry cover in the surrounding
area and the sites increased exposure.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Winterton, Crinan Ferry
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 79964 93948 A watching brief was kept on 13 February
2014 during groundworks associated with the construction of
several extensions to a house built during the 1980s and set
within the remains of a 19th-century farmstead. No features or
deposits of archaeological significance were recorded during
the excavations.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: Mr and Mrs A Parsons

Kilmichael Glassary
Achnabreac
Watching brief
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
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NR 85742 90649 and NR 85775 90653 Two bedrock outcrops of
Crinan Grit were located during a watching brief, 5–12 March
2014, on the creation of an All Abilities path over the lower (S)
c100m section of the existing path leading from a forestry road
to Achnabreac 2 rock art panel. Part of each bedrock outcrop,
where they may have been affected by the path upgrading, was
hand cleaned but no rock art was located on either panel.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Barmolloch 3
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 86222 97339 A walkover survey was conducted in May
2014 over a parcel of land S of Barmolloch, in advance of
afforestation. Part of the area had been subject to a walkover
survey in 2008, and the location and description of 17
previously recorded features and structures were verified. In
an area not previously walked, 24 structures and features were
recorded, including a previously recorded cup-marked boulder.
NR 85898 97998 Peat hag, 20 x 20m.
NR 85871 98037 Peat hag, 20 x 10m.
NR 85607 97806 Quarry, 20 x 10m, probably created when
adjacent track was constructed.
NR 85594 97809 Track, 5m wide, machine excavated. Runs
SE–NW.
NR 85449 97262 Clearance cairn, 1.5 x 2m. Few large blocks
of stone, different lithologies piled together on probable
previously cultivated terrace.
NR 85478 79393 Stone and earthen bank, up to 2m wide and
0.7m high.
NR 85574 97607 Stone and earthen bank, up to 1m wide and
0.6m high.
NR 85650 97670 Stone and earthen bank, up to 0.8m wide
and 0.8m high. Runs NW–SE.
NR 85636 97714 Track and quarry.
NR 85784 97719 Possible structure, U-shaped wall, 0.4m
high and up to 1m wide, 5 x 4m.
NR 85474 97243 Earthen enclosure bank, 2m wide and 0.6m
high, runs S along edge of steep scarp.
NR 85380 97101 Low earthen bank running along edge of
burn.
NR 85436 97064 Quarry associated with track.
NR 85645 97288 Earthen and stone bank, 0.8m high and 3m
wide.
NR 85675 97376 Area of peat cutting.
NR 85822 97657 Cup-marked rock, NR89NE 6.
NR 86011 97737 Area of peat cutting.
NR 85484 96895 Earthen bank, much denuded, 0.4m high
and 1m wide, W–E.
NR 85407 96849 Quarry associated with track.
NR 85420 96806 Quarry associated with track.
NR 85559 96905 A circular dry stone structure, one
course wide and high, 5 x 7m adjacent to open ended subrectangular structure 6m wide and up to 20m long, dry stone
construction, wall 1m wide and up to 0.4m high. Set in narrow
glen surrounded on W and E by steep slopes. Probable small
farmstead or agricultural buildings.
NR 85621 96948 Low sub-rectangular structure, possible
rounded corners, 4 x 8m externally, probable stone wall 0.8m
wide and 0.4m high. Entrance at S end, associated small
enclosure bank, up to 10m long.
NR 85779 97188 Stone and earthen bank, 0.6m high and
0.8m wide. Runs W–E.
NR 85793 97196 Natural spring, pool created by line of stone
on E side, probably for animals.
Funder: Scottish Woodlands
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Crarae, Minard
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 9717 9805 (centred on) A walkover survey was undertaken
on 3 July 2014 at the site of a proposed new electricity substation
at Crarae. The survey area, which measured c300m N–S by
200m E–W, was located immediately S of an area surveyed
in 2012, the original intended location of the substation
(then named A’Cruach) where a pre-improvement enclosure
was investigated (DES 2012, 47). Nothing of archaeological
significance was encountered during the 2014 survey.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: ASH Design+Assessment

Dunadd Fort
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NR 8378 9354 A watching brief was maintained, on 19 March
2014, during the replacement of an information board. There
were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Kilmore and Kilbride
Dunstaffnage Castle
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NM 88266 34491 An assessment of this collection in May 2014
established that four of the five pieces in the collection form
the sides of an elaborately decorated font, and the fifth is a
broken quern.
The four stones curve across their width and together form
the panels from a font. The outer faces are worked with a series
of trefoiled finials set between miniature gabled buttresses. The
backs of the stones are curved to follow the curve of the outer
face, and are roughly finished. The font panels are described
and illustrated in John Lewis, ‘Dunstaffnage Castle, Argyll and
Bute: excavations in the N tower and E range, 1987–94.’
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Fincharn Castle
Survey
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
NM 89840 04367 A pilot for the Scottish Medieval Castles and
Chapels C14 Project began with a programme of building and
environment survey, and materials sampling, analysis and
radiocarbon dating at the castle of Fincharn and its surrounding
landscape. This work took place 5 April – 31 September 2014.
Archive: Historic Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Kilmodan
Tigh Caol, Strathlachlan
Excavation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 06301 95853 An excavation was carried out, 26 May
– 6 June 2014, of an 18th-/19th-century drovers’ inn (Tigh
Caol), with support from Strachur and District Local History
Society and with the assistance of five students from Glasgow
University and two metal detectorists, Jim Conquer and Les
Hannah. There were a total of 37 volunteers and 100 local
school children involved throughout the 12 day excavation.
The investigations involved the hand excavation of several
trenches across the building footprint and one trench over
the drovers’ track. The investigations established that the
building originally consisted of one 20m long, 5m wide room
with a later addition of a partition wall towards the W end.
Two hearth features were also located, one roughly defined
hollow, central to the long axis of the original building, and the
other more formal hearth towards the W end of the building.
The trench across the drovers’ track confirmed the presence
of a track or surface, and also revealed a large area of in situ
burning below the position of the track.
A metal detector survey was conducted around and within
the structure, along the burn and along the drovers’ track.
The investigations recovered green and clear glass bottle and
vessel sherds, 18th-/19th-century pottery sherds, unidentified
iron objects, a copper alloy harness keep with double thistle
design, a copper alloy taper, multiple flint strike-a-lights,
animal bone fragments, one coarse stone tool artefact and a
coin of probably 18th- to early 19th-century date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Donald Adamson

Font panels, Dunstaffnage Castle
Kilbride Kirkyard
Survey and evaluation
Bob Irving – MacDougall of Dunollie Preservation Trust
NM 85694 25705 A graveyard survey, including a condition and
measured survey of the gravestones commenced in 2013 as an
Adopt-a-Monument and Dunollie Preservation Trust Project.
In the 2013 season a team of eight volunteers located and
recorded 200 gravestones, including several West Highland
Sculptured Monuments or fragments (DES 2013, 53–54).
The 2014 season saw a continuation of the measured
survey and condition reporting project for the graveyard
and the gravestones in the historic public graveyard at
Kilbride. We have recorded the presence, condition, location
and inscriptions. Previous reports had documented the
presence but not the locations of the medieval West Highland
Monuments (Inventory for Argyll, RCAHMS Vol II p142); or
had recorded the genealogical data from the more recently
inscribed gravestones, but not accurately transcribed it. This
year further grave slabs were identified and the unstable
nature of the SSW side of the hill with the slippage of the
graves, headstones and grave slabs recorded.
The survey identified the locations of 13 medieval West
Highland Monuments, of which four are in excellent
condition; possibly two Loch Awe style carving on
sandstone, one Iona style carving on slate and one Loch Awe
style carving also on slate.
A sand coloured sandstone slab with irregular surface
contours and markings on the exposed upper surface was
discovered laying in the upper (western) part of the graveyard
during the survey. The markings on the visible exposed upper
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Mull: Aros Castle is situated overlooking the Sound of Mull and dates from the 13th or early 14th century. Although heavily overgrown with
vegetation, the condition of the surviving walls of Aros Castle can be readily appreciated in this oblique view (facing S). (Copyright FCS)

An oblique low altitude aerial photograph of the fine broch of Dun nan Gall, on the shores of Loch Tuath on Mull (view facing W)
(Copyright FCS)
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surface were compared to markings on Ogham stones and
referred to experts in the field. On further examination of the
slab, markings were found on an adjacent side to the exposed
markings when the edge was examined in further detail from
the top; however, the extent of these markings needs to be
determined and this may only be achieved by excavating
down this side, or by raising the stone. Whatever the origin
of the slab, its location in the upper part of the graveyard with
other laying slabs, some 14th–15th-century West Highland
Grave Monuments (Loch Awe and Iona styled carving) and
an orientation aligned with the other slabs, indicate that this
latest use was probably as a grave slab. This stone has not been
documented previously by others who have reported on the
graveyard (Inventory for Argyll, RCAHMS Vol II p142, and Steer
and Dixon notes), but this may be due to its slightly sunken
position in relation to the surrounding features (grave slabs).
As there are few examples of Ogham Stones in Scotland, this
should be examined in more detail to confirm or otherwise
whether it is an Ogham stone.
A laying grave slab was identified in the upper (western)
part of the graveyard during this survey, inscribed to the
memory of Alexander MacDougall of Corrilorne who died in
1623. This had previously been documented in 1908 as the top
stone of the ‘Cross of Corrilorne’ by The Duke of Argyll and
Mr Jack in 1908 for the stone rubbing stored in the archives at
Inverary Castle; however, this may have been confused with
the Campbell of Lerags Cross. The stone was reported not
found by Steer and Dixon in their survey of 1963 (Steer and
Dixon notes RCAHMS archive, Edinburgh).
A stone with clasped hands carving apparently carved in
limestone, was found close to the S wall of the kirk ruins,
possibly from the earlier church on this site.
Future work will include; survey of the ruins of the 1706
church including the original floor level and plans for future
consolidation of the kirk remains, the location of previously
recorded Western Highland carved slabs which have not been
found in this survey so far and to prepare management plans.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Argyll and Islands Leader Fund

Kilninian and Kilmore
Craigspuir Lane, Tobermory
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 50185 55432 An 8% evaluation was undertaken, 10–11
March 2013, in advance of the development of a small housing
scheme on land adjacent to Craigspuir Lane. Three rock-cut
postholes and a shallow pit filled with cobbles and compact
brown silt were recorded adjacent to a ridge of bedrock. These
features were interpreted as relict features associated with a
former early 19th- or late 18th-century farmstead located on
the northern boundary of the development area.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Gallagher

Mull
Aerial photography
Matt Ritchie and Ed Martin – Forestry Commission Scotland
NM 562 449, NM 377 452, NM 433 431 and NM 494 552
A programme of low altitude aerial photography was
undertaken on Mull in support of FCS monument management
and condition monitoring. To broaden the fieldwork objectives
and demonstrate the methodology, further site priorities were
requested from the WoSAS and Historic Scotland. Four sites
were subsequently flown: Aros Castle; Dun Aisgain; Dun nan
Gall (a broch); and Dun Urgadul.

Low altitude vertical and oblique aerial photography uses
a remote controlled microcopter equipped with a digital
camera. The technique has proved remarkably adept at
capturing images for illustration, site condition monitoring
and for conservation management purposes, particularly
in regard to upstanding masonry structures and large-scale
earthworks. The technique can be used to provide both
detailed images and landscape setting; and rectified vertical
images can be used to support archaeological measured
survey. Traditional aerial photography cannot match the
detail and 360˚ flexibility of low altitude vertical and oblique
aerial photography by microcopter.

Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kilninver and Kilmelford
Scamadale
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 88000 21200 A walkover survey was carried out in
December 2013 over a parcel of land at Scamadale Farm in
advance of afforestation. A number of features were recorded
including two possible structures and a track.
NM 87475 20945 Original track accessing the hill, stone edge
on downward side, 3m wide, curvilinear, destroyed in places
by more modern track. Depicted on 1st Edition OS map of
1875, 19th century.
NM 86944 21210 Area of peat cutting, late 18th or early 19th
century.
NM 87136 21460 Area of peat cutting, late 18th or early 19th
century.
NM 87575 21063 Low sub-rectangular earthen structure,
interior level, low, 9 x 4m, set on low platform, oriented N–S.
18th or early 19th century.
NM 87620 21755 Shieling (possible), oval hollow filled with
stone, hint at earthen bank, 5 x 3m. Set on low mound. 18th or
early 19th century.
NM 8788 20783 Area of peat cutting, late 18th or early 19th
century.
NM 88395 21882 Walkers’ cairn, low, 0.75m high, stone
cairn, 2 x 1.75m. Modern.
NM 88212 21267 Area of peat cutting, late 18th or early 19th
century.
NM 87921 21107 Area of peat cutting, late 18th or early 19th
century.
Funder: UPM Tilhill

Lochgoilhead and Kilmorich
Allt a’ Chocaire
Survey
David Dorren
NN 20810 03235 (centred on) This site is a group of shielings
lying at an altitude of 405m above a broad rocky escarpment.
It is in a hollow flanked towards the E by the rising hillside,
and on the N and S by a low rise; on the W the ground slopes
gently down to the edge of the steep drop. The site is contained
within an area of about 70m E–W and 40m N–S. The site was
surveyed on 23 September 2014.
There are seven dry stone rectangular structures A-C, F-H
and J, an oval turf bank D, and a low turf and stone bank E.
The largest are A, B and H, with external lengths 5.0–5.7m
and widths c3.4m. Wall widths of all the dry stone structures,
where measurable, are consistently c0.6m.
To the N of the site the main stream, the Allt a’ Chocaire,
runs S then turns W just NW of the site. Two tributaries run
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E to W through the site. A–E lie S of the southern burn, F and
G are between the two burns, and H lies on the N bank of the
northern burn. Just W of the main group the two burns merge
in a single stream which meets the Allt a’ Chocaire farther W.
The westernmost structure J lies within the V of this second
confluence.
Starting from the S, A is at NN 20811 03216 on a low hillock.
It is 5.0 x 3.4m externally with long axis roughly E–W at 75°.
Its walls survive up to 0.8m high, and are 0.6m wide, though
tumbled and spread. It is constructed of stones of various
sizes, but includes several large, flattish stones. Since the N
long wall appears to be intact the entrance was probably in
the S wall where there is an indication of a gap partly filled by
tumble.
Uphill from A and roughly ENE of it, at a distance of 19m, is
B at NN 20832 03227. Its long axis is NNE–SSW and the E long
wall is built into a bank. Externally it is 5.7 x 3.5m. It is roughly
constructed, and there are large boulders in the front W wall.
There is a gap at the S end of this wall that may have been the
entrance. It is similar to A in having walls 0.6m wide standing
up to 0.8m high.
C is c20m NNW of A on the steep S bank of the southern
small burn. It is rectangular and low, of rough construction,
much of it a single line of medium-sized boulders. Externally it
measures 2.6m NW–SE and 2.2m NE–SW. There is no obvious
entrance. It was possibly a store.
D is 5m W of C on the same S bank of the burn. It is a broad
1m wide turf bank overall 4.0 x 3.2m externally enclosing a
central hollow.
E is 4m SW of D, a sub-rectangular or oval 3 x 3m turf bank
c0.7m wide with some stones visible.
F and G are rectangular dry stone structures lying side by
side between the two small burns. They are 1m apart, with
long axes parallel, N–S. F is on the W, smaller at 3.0 x 2.2m
externally, and is roughly and loosely constructed of medium
to large boulders typically 0.5m wide. It stands up to 0.8m
high. It may have been a store, as was suggested for C. G is
3.5 x 2.9m externally, with walls 0.6m wide. Unlike F there is

Allt a’ Chocaire (Copyright David Dorren) (see page 51)
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good walling, particularly at the S short wall, which stands up
to 1.1m high. F has a small gap in the N wall; the entrance to
G is not evident.
H is c10m NW of F across the northerly small burn. It is the
most substantial rectangular structure, 5.4 x 3.4m externally
with walls standing up to 1.5m high and 0.6m wide. The long
axis is roughly E–W (70°). The front S wall is largely missing,
possibly robbed to create the twinning pen, which is 0.8 x
0.6m internally, in the NE corner.
The very eroded remains of a small, probably rectangular,
structure J lies 20m W of H, and downhill from it, in the fork
of the Allt a’ Chocaire and the two merged tributaries. A 3.5m
N–S line of stones is a probable remnant of a wall, and a trace of
a parallel wall lies 1.9m E of it with a hollow between the two.
Ardno
Desk-based assessment, survey and watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 14440 07991 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in June 2014 on a parcel of land on the Ardno
Estate in advance of the construction of a hydro-electric
scheme. A small number of features were recorded during the
walkover and include enclosure walls and banks, a series of
drains, a sheepfold, a possible corn-drying kiln, a structure, a
track and a levelled terraced area on which buildings had once
been located. A programme of targeted and controlled topsoil
stripping was carried out during the machine excavation of the
pipeline trench. Where present the ceramic sherds recovered
indicated that the evaluated features were 19th-century in date
and related to the township of Laglingarten.
NN 14459 07990 Part of gable end wall of a structure
within the township of Laglingarten. Dry stone construction,
rounded cobbles and irregular blocks, 2.4m high and 0.80m
wide. Currently within garden ground. 19th century.
NN 14427 07923 Sheepfold, 16m (E–W) x 24m (N–S), dry
stone walls, odd pieces of concrete, walls 1.6m high and 0.6m
wide, internal partions at S end. Late 19th century.
NN 14366 07925 Large enclosure defined by line of mature
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beech trees. Enclosure wall, dry stone, 0.4m high and 0.8m
wide, much disturbed by trees. 19th century.
NN 14337 07975 Structure, barely visible, possibly 8m long
and 4m wide, large boulders amongst vegetation. Probably
structure shown on 1st Edition OS map. 19th century.
NN 14392 07792 Dry stone wall. Shown on 1st Edition OS
map. 0.7m high and 0.4m wide at point of break near burn.
Possible fording point, on N side of burn, natural hollow-way,
possible route over burn? Visible for 10m. 19th century.
NN 14337 07602 Massive earthen bank, oriented NW–SE.
Ditch on S side. 2.5m high and 3m wide. 19th century.
NN 14395 07379 Natural ford, associated with two levelled
areas leading down steep slope towards the ford, one on N side
of burn and other on NE side of the burn, the latter definitely
not passible with a cart. 19th century.
NN 14497 08026 Large enclosure, shown on 1st Edition OS
map. Wall and bank, 1.8m high and 1m wide, oriented NW–
SE. 19th century.
NN 14467 08018 Sub-rectangular enclosure 11 x 9m, shown
on 1st Edition OS map. 19th century.
NN 14493 08018 Wall, two large stones set on edge, one
course high and wide. Late 19th century.
NN 14459 08054 Possible revetment wall, 0.6m high and
1.4m wide, two courses high, runs next to burn. Oriented SW–
NE. On the opposite side of the burn, three blocks have clearly
been laid to stop bank collapse. 19th century.
NN 14440 08057 Dry stone structure, much disturbed, short
length of wall 5m, oriented N–S, comprising large boulders,
visible, on 1st Edition OS map. 19th century.
NN 14474 08064 Corn-drying kiln (possible). Oval, 5 x 4m,
sunken centre, filled with rubble, barely discernible wall,
opening on S side. 19th century.
NN 14476 08078 Bank, stone and earthen, on 1st Edition OS
map. 0.8m high and 2m wide, oriented NW–SE, trees along
some of its length. 19th century.
NN 14474 08095 Cobble-built track, cobble edging visible
in places, further N turns into hollow-way, oriented NE–SW.
18th/19th century.
NN 14499 08369 Revetment wall on S side of track, 19th
century.
NN 14499 08369 Line of old track, recently resurfaced.
Possible line of old road shown on Roy’s map. ?18th century
NN 14466 08175 Enclosure, visible as line of mature oak
trees, stone and earthen bank, extends S. Ground significantly
lower on the E side of this feature. Some clearance along the
boundary. Oriented NE–SW. 18th/19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS: (intended)
Funder: Gregor Cameron Consultancy Ltd

Rosneath
Portkil Cave Number 1
Excavation
Sandra Kelly – North Clyde Archaeological Society
NS 24830 80488 (centred on) Excavation in a sea cliff cave at
Portkil near Kilcreggan has produced evidence of the Bronze
Age in the form of charcoal enriched floor deposits, which
include two fragments of a napkin ring and a string decorated
sherd of possible ‘bucket urn’ type pottery. Burnt and unburnt
bone and wood fragments are preserved in the same deposit.
The layers above the Bronze Age level are presently not
understood in terms of chronology but the uppermost deposit
was laid down in the 19th century and produced crockery, a
pipe bowl and trade tokens of that period.
Report: RCAHMS, WoSAS HER and on www.spanglefish.com/
NorthClydeArchaeologicalSociety/index.asp
Funder: North Clyde Archaeological Society

Strathlachlan
Gortein, Evanachan
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 94540 86890 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken in October 2014 over a parcel of ground prior to
the construction of a hydro-electric scheme at Gortein. A total
of 12 sites, including a probable 19th-century breakwater, field
boundaries and clearance cairns were recorded.
NR 94527 86912 Breakwater, 30m E–W x 50m N–S. Two
C-shaped piles of rounded boulders, up to 0.6m high, located
between low and high tide, forming broken oval of stones with
central ‘pool’. Mentioned as a breakwater and safe refuge for
the local fishing boats in the Name Book 1870. Depicted on
the 1st Ediition OS map as a circle doughnut shape – Carn
Evanachan.
NR 94785 86838 Artificial revetment to field, forming
relatively flat terrace up to 10m wide to E of revetment bank.
Revetment bank constructed from earth and stone, angled
track running through revetment bank. Modern access road
on W side. A stone and earthen field boundary, capped by
modern post-and-wire fence, runs across the N end of the
revetment bank (E–W) and the turns at nearly 90° to run S.
The boundary is shown on the 1st Edition and modern OS
maps. The revetment bank is not shown on the 1st Edition OS
map, so probably dates from the 18th or early 19th century.
NR 94831 86810 Clearance cairn, 4 x 1m. Small low clearance
cairn, possibly made by present owner’s father during field
improvements.
NR 94887 86834 Earthen and stone field boundary, 0.8m
wide and 0.6m high. Shown on the 1st Edition and modern
OS map.
NR 95020 86890 Clearance cairn, 1 x 1m. Small low pile of
stones.
NR 95008 86908 Clearance cairn, 4 x 2.5m. Cobbles set
about a large boulder.
NR 95029 86920 Clearance cairn, 1 x 1m. Low, small pile of
very small cobbles.
NR 95031 86935 Stone and earthen field boundary, level
with field on S side and steep on N side, shown on the modern
OS map but not on earlier editions. It has a 0.8m drop on N
side. Oriented E–W.
NR 95113 87056 Clearance cairn, 2 x 2m. Low mound of
stone partially covered by turf.
NR 95127 87041 Clearance cairn, 2.5 x 1.5m. Lozenge
shaped, large stones.
NR 95032 86893 Clearance cairn, 2 x 2m. Low pile of stones.
NR 95037 86885 Clearance cairn, 2 x 2m. Low pile of stones.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr A Barge

Strathlachlan
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 01007 95082 A watching brief was carried out on 7 April
2014 prior to the construction of a new path leading from a
newly constructed bridge to a burial ground. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recording during
topsoil stripping.
Funder: Lachlan Trust

Tiree
Crossapol, Tiree
Evaluation
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
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NL 98860 43708 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
on 25 November 2013 prior to work to upgrade the waste water
treatment plant at Crossapol. A total of eight trenches covering
c7% of the site were excavated. There were no finds or features
of archaeological significance.
Report: WoSAS HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
Anwoth
Cardoness Castle
Excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NX 5907 5530 (centred on) A minor excavation was
undertaken, 18–19 February 2014, at Cardoness Castle. A total
of five trenches were excavated flanking an access path, prior
to the installation of handrails at five points on the SE side
of the path. The path winds cNE–SW up a steep hill from the
access gate to the summit of a hill, where it gives access to the
tower and its subsidiary structures. The hand excavation of the
trenches did not identify any finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Laggan 1
Field visit
George Currie
NX 54350 53562 Just N of a track, 145m N of a head dyke and
30m W of a dyke running N to Ben John, is an outcrop, 2.3
x 0.7 x 0.6m, which bears four small cup marks. The largest
measuring 35 x 10mm.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Laggan 2
Field visit
George Currie
NX 55334 53508 A 13m long outcrop located 300m N of
Newton Cottages bears one cup mark (50 x 15mm).
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Lagganmullan
Field visit
George Currie
NX 56089 54678 Just S of a track, 60m W of Old Land Loch,
there is a 3m high outcrop which bears two cup marks with
partial rings/arcs.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Borgue
Dambog Plantation
Field visit
George Currie
NX 64733 48524 An outcrop 580m W of Low Nunton
Farmhouse with three natural cup like markings bears a single
cup mark to the N. An adjacent panel, which also has natural
markings, bears one cup mark.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Mill of Senwick 1
Field visit
George Currie
NX 65212 48326 An outcrop 190m W of Mill of Senwick bears
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a cup with a single ring at its N edge.

Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Mill of Senwick 2
Field visit
George Currie
NX 65343 48200 An outcrop 140m S of Mill of Senwick bears
a single cup mark.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Senwick, Borgue
Field visit
Paul and Barbara Brown
NX 64539 46314 There are several conflicting reports of cupand ring-marked stones within this area. This site is opposite
the keeper’s cottage around 50m NE of the gate.
A recently exposed outcrop has a panel 1.5m long and 0.8m
wide, level with the ground surface. The panel is decorated
with four cups 50, 45, 40mm and 30mm. The 30mm one is
surrounded by a ring, forming a keyhole motif terminating at
the slab edge. The entire pasture has recently been ploughed
damaging several outcrops and burying others. After a
thorough search for previous reported cup- and ring-marked
outcrops we were unable to locate any other sites.

Closeburn
Auldgirth
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NX 91 88 A Roman lead mount with a female head was found
during metal detecting near Auldgirth, close to the line of the
Roman road up the Nith valley. It shows a female face with a
wreath of fruit in her hair, and represents a Maenad, a female
follower of Bacchus. The back is flat for attachment.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 102/13), allocated to Dumfries
Museum

Colvend and Southwick
The Newbarns Project
Excavation
Lizzie and Alastair Penman – The Stewartry Archaeological Trust
NX 8810 5485 A thirteenth season of excavation by volunteer
diggers has continued in 2014. This was the first season since
2008 that the water table and surrounding drained areas of the
ancient Barnhourie Loch allowed access to the remains of the
cairn. Previous work has been reported in DES 2003, 44; 2005,
42; 2006, 48; 2007, 60; 2008, 51; 2009, 54–5; 2010, 52; 2011, 59;
2012, 56–7; 2013, 60.
As this was the first dry season for a number of years it was
decided to excavate only the South Cairn and the first thing
to be looked at was the medieval field drainage system. This
stretches from the drained field system overlying the previously
drained loch, which surrounds the cairn from time to time.
Three drains were constructed across the cairn from NE–SW
in three parallel lines. A date of cAD1200–1300 was arrived at
by measuring the depth of peat which had been disturbed by
spadework during the digging of a channel to the N of the cairn.
The drains consisted of a channel lined with flat faced stones
of granite and shale (mainly shale) and these were covered by
granite capstones. The capstones were covered by a layer of
smaller stones, mixed with boulder clay from the loch bottom,
and this was overlain by another layer of clay on top.
The reason for draining the cairn has not been determined;
however, some authorities who have seen the features have
put forward a supposition that the cairn may have been used
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for the cultivation of various herbs and grasses, which would
have been beneficial in the production of medicaments for
sheep. The project is aware that there were thousands of sheep
being grazed at Newbarns and in the neighbouring parish of
Kirkgunzeon in the 12th and 13th centuries under the auspices
of the Church.
Three previously excavated burials, which had been
examined in the past in poor weather conditions as the water
table rose, were re-excavated. One, dating to the Early Bronze
Age, exhibited very careful cobbling and the placing of a huge
capstone of several tonnes the remnants of which lay around
the perimeter of the burial pit. These had been destroyed by
later robbing and still bore the marks of the Victorian builders
method of splitting the stone (feathering). Two other burials,
previously incompletely excavated due to flooding, were
reinvestigated. Only one of these yielded further evidence of
having had a tea-cup sized cremation pit inserted into the base
of the original burial. No datable evidence was found.
Five new burials were identified and excavated. All
contained at least one cremation pit and two contained votive
deposits in the form of a flint tool in one and a stone hammer
with striations on it in another. These burials had a headstone
at either end and it is presumed that when completed there
would have been a covering of granite and shale boulders in the
form of a mound, since robbed, between the two headstones.
Dating of those burials was not easy, but they would appear
to be somewhere in the Iron Age (possibly c600–500 BC), as a
huge saddle quern was placed adjacent to the perimeter one of
the pits and this may have some as yet undermined ritualistic
relevance. We are aware that this type of household implement
was virtually redundant by the above mentioned date.
Only one feature remained to be totally excavated when the
weather finally broke and that was a large perimeter burial
in the SW quadrant of the cairn. Excavation got as far as
uncovering the upper layer of a cremation pit sited on a cobble
and clay platform in the NE corner of the burial pit. The huge

capstone of several tonnes weight, when dragged aside, had
preserved much of this feature, but the wet weather dictated
that further excavation could not be carried out.
Archive: The Stewartry Museum
Funder: Lt Gen Sir Norman and Lady Jillian Arthur, Mrs Margaret
Powell, Hamish McCrae Esq, Dr Donna Moore and Mrs Jane Elvy

The S site burial, The Newbarns Project

Eskdalemuir
Castle O’er, Dumfries
Survey
Louise Baker and Enda O’Flaherty – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NY 24190 92850 A topographical survey was carried out, 21–24
October 2013, of the surviving earthworks of Castle O’er fort.
The earthworks consist of a multi-phase, late prehistoric,
multi-vallate fort and associated annexes and linear features
interpreted as an enclosed settlement with boundaries
forming part of a more extensive land management system.

White Esk Valley: An oblique low altitude aerial photograph of the fine hillfort of Bessie’s Hill (Copyright FCS, by EM Photo) (see page 56)
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Information provided by the survey was used to create a digital
terrain model, contour-based plans and oblique terrain models
of the site in its landscape setting, which will be used to inform
future conservation and management of the monument.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

White Esk Valley
Aerial photography
Matt Ritchie and Ed Martin – Forestry Commission Scotland
NY 241 928, NY 250 954 and NY 249 955 A programme of
low altitude aerial photography was undertaken in the White
Esk Valley in support of FCS monument management and
condition monitoring, and to provide illustrative material. The
major hillfort of Castle O’er and the nearby hillfort of Bessie’s
Hill (and adjacent settlement) were all photographed.

aimed to characterise the sediments preserved within the ‘lake’
and their extent. Stony soils prevented the edges of the lake
being identified, but >1m of organic-rich sediments, overlying
glacial sands and gravels, were identified in the undisturbed
parts of the ‘lake’. Samples of these layers have been taken
and any diatoms and/or pollen will be analysed and used for
palaeoenvironmental reconstruction.

Archive: Dumfries and Galloway HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Girthon
Barwhill, Gatehouse-of-Fleet
Geophysical survey
Richard Jones – University of Glasgow
NX 59646 57131 A geophysical survey of the field immediately
W of Girthon Cemetery was continued, 3–4 September 2014,
under the auspices of the Discovering Dumfries and Galloway’s
Past Project. The magnetic survey detected several barrows,
most of them apparently circular, and provided good detail of
the square-shaped ‘settlement’ visible in aerial photographs.
Assessment of the results in relation to the interpretation of
the aerial photography evidence is currently in progress.
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: Dumfries and Galloway Natural History and Antiquarian
Society

Johnstone
Lochbrow
Geophysical survey, auger survey and aerial photography
Kirsty Millican, Helen Goodchild and Dorothy Graves McEwan
– RCAHMS (KM), University of York (HG) and University of
Edinburgh (DGM)
NY 09535 89129 A fifth season of fieldwork was undertaken,
21–27 September 2014, by the Lochbrow Landscape Project
team. This year, the work focused on the continuation of
the geophysical survey initially begun in 2010 (DES 2011,
59; 2012, 58; 2013, 62), the continuation of a programme of
sediment coring and experiential survey (DES 2013, 62) and
the initiation of kite aerial photography. The work focuses
on investigating the development of the sites and landscapes
at and around Lochbrow by studying the location and wider
context of a prehistoric cropmark complex consisting of
a timber cursus, timber circles and barrows, as well as two
palisaded enclosures.
A programme of targeted resistivity was undertaken at the
locations of the barrows and a timber circle in the northern
field, in which the cursus has been recorded. This identified
the post pits of the timber circle as well as features within the
circle. It also recorded additional features around the location
of the barrows, adding to data recorded in previous years. The
programme of hand auguring continued. After characterising
sediments in the N field palaeochannel features in 2013, the
focus shifted to investigating the topographic lows referred to
as Archwood Lake in the S field. Two transects at right angles
were augered from the dry, ploughed areas on the slopes
above the hollow to the boggy area in its centre. This work
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Resistance survey in progress at Lochbrow (Copyright Kirsty
Millican)
Experiential survey was also undertaken within the cursus
field. This aims to add another dimension to the way in
which we understand the sites and landscapes at Lochbrow
by recording changing perception across the landscape.
Preliminary analysis of the recorded observations suggests
that they highlight some interesting relationships, though
further work is required to obtain a comprehensive set of
observations. Kite aerial photography was undertaken in
both the cursus field and the field containing the palisaded
enclosures with the aim of gaining a photographic record of
the landscape.
Archive: ADS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: University of York

Kells
Maggothill, Glenlee
Survey
John Pickin and Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological
Services
NX 594 784 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken, in June 2014, on a c325ha
area of rough grazing with areas of dense bracken. The
following sites were recorded:
NX 58965 77927 (Site 1) cairn
NX 59493 78015 (Site 2) sheepfold
NX 59570 77528 (Site 3) quarry
NX 59637 77570 – NX 59614 77637 (Site 4) field bank
NX 6026 78650 – NX 59802 78420 (Site 5) boundary dyke
NX 60476 78596 (Site 6) sheepfold
NX 6024 7847 (Site 7) possible peat cutting
NX 60306 78432 (Site 8) structure
NX 60425 78228 (Site 9) quarry
NX 60504 78154 (Site 10) cairn
NX 60561 78244 – NX 60570 78251 – NX 60582 78290
(Site 11) field bank
NX 60599 78198 (Site 12) cairn
NX 60582 78157 – NX 60611 781340 (Site 13) field bank
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NX 6063 7790 (Site 14) field system
NX 6090 7755 (Site 15) field system/farmstead
NX 58784 77482 – NX 61305 77540 (Site 16) road
NX 58950 79450 (Site 18) field boundary

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: Mark Hamilton Landscape Services

Kirkconnel
Glenmuckloch Surface Mine
Excavation
Frank Giecco and Ben Moore – Wardell Armstrong Archaeology
NS 7010 1548 Following an EIA assessment in 2010 by CFA
and evaluation by NP Archaeology in 2011, which identified
a number of medieval or later settlement and agricultural
remains, an excavation was undertaken, 1 February – 13 April
2012, in advance of an extension to the Glenmuckloch surface
mine.
The excavation focused on what proved to be two
substantial structures and an associated midden. Two linear
features further S, which probably related to former field
boundaries, were also investigated. It is probable that the
structures represent either separate temporary shielings, or
components of a more permanent longhouse with a domestic
area and byre being separated by a central cross-passage.
The scarcity of domestic refuse suggested that this was not
an intensively occupied site. However, the evidence recorded
did allow the identification of the separate areas used for
agricultural and domestic activity. Several well stratified
fragments of pottery dated the site to the 14th or 15th century,
with no evidence of earlier or later activity.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: ATH Resources Plc

Kirkcudbright
Bombie Farm, Kirkcudbright
Field visit
Paul and Barbara Brown

Cup-and groove-marked rock, Bombie Farm (Copyright P Brown)
NX 712 502 A large boulder, which was discovered by farmer
Garry Dodds in a wet hollow at NX 718 500 and moved close
to the farmhouse was examined in 2014. The boulder was
covered in moss, oddly shaped and has four sloping sides,
measuring 1.80m, 0.93m, 1.00m and 0.74m wide, and the
surfaces are randomly marked with a total of c30 cup marks.
The top sloping surface of the boulder has a groove linking
several cups and a second groove linking two cups.

Galtway 1 and 2
Field visit
George Currie
NX 71146 48637 An outcrop (Galtway 1) 40m E of a N–S
running dyke and 240m NW of the summit of Galtway Hill
bears a single cup and ring mark. Thirty metres N of Galtway 1
there is a second outcrop (Galtway 2) bearing a single cup and
ring mark.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Torrs
Field visit
George Currie
NX 67688 44882 An outcrop 400m E of Torrs Point and 225m
S of Torrs Bottom Plantation bears two cup marks.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Townhead
Field visit
George Currie
NX 69061 46312 A stretch of bedrock located 45m W of
Broadyard Cottage and across the road from Townhead Farm
bears at least ten cup marks some of which have rings.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Kirkmichael/Kirkpatrick-Juxta/Moffat
Moffat Substation to Harestanes Wind Farm
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell, Graeme Carruthers and Rebecca Hunt –
CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 10111 01556 and NT 0929 0176 – NY 0078 9764 A watching
brief was undertaken, September 2012 – September 2013,
for the grid connection cable between electricity substations
at Moffat and Harestanes Wind Farm. Several features were
discovered on low lying land on the flood plain of the River
Annan and its tributaries, these included:
Ten pits on the flood plain of the River Annan and Evan
Water. They were devoid of finds or substantial quantities
of datable material, although they are probably of Roman or
prehistoric date.
Three ‘V’ profile ditches were discovered on the site, as
were two complete Roman field ovens within the footprint of
Bankend Roman Temporary Camp.
A small portion of the original structure of Beattock
Bridge was revealed but was structurally unaffected by the
development.
Two isolated pits were revealed on a steep S-facing slope to
the W of Beattock. Their date is uncertain although they may
be associated with the nearby settlement of Beattock Hill.
A northerly extension to Stanshielrig was identified and
demarcated to eliminate any impact from the development. A
hollow-way, quarry, and ditch and bank were excavated ahead
of the cable trench works.
A partially surfaced trackway and a dry stone bank were
recorded to the E of Easter Earshaig.
A further watching brief was undertaken during
ground-breaking works for temporary access roads,
tower bases, drilling rig areas and crane pads. The work
in area ZV 230B uncovered archaeological remains and
these were subsequently excavated. A total of 20 pits were
exposed measuring between 0.4–2.66m by 0.4–2.28m
and 0.1–0.5m deep, and a single linear feature was also
identified. The site is thought to be prehistoric, possibly
Neolithic in date.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Iberdrola Engineering and Construction
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Leswalt
Larbrax Moor
Survey
John Pickin
NW 972 613 (centred on) A measured survey was undertaken
of Drumwhisley Farmstead (NW 9666 6098) and the three
hut circles on the moor (NW 9730 6098, NW 9728 6096 and
NW 9787 6149) in advance of the construction of a wind
farm. A measured sketch plan was also made of Fort Point
promontory fort and the adjacent farmstead and salt works
complex at Salt Pans Bay (NW 964 616).
Archive: Dumfries and Galloway Council HER and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: PNE Wind UK Ltd

Mochrum
Changue, Port William
Survey
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NX 302 485 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken in March 2014 in advance
of proposed woodland planting. The area of c180ha consists
of a mix of improved ground and open rough grazing land as
well as a small forested area. The remains of at least 50 sites of
possible interest, plus the remains of numerous field systems,
including cultivation terraces, clearance cairns, turf and stone
field banks, and walling. Sites identified during the walkover
survey are listed below:
NX 29915 48095 (Site 3) settlement
NX 303 484 (Site 4) farmstead
NX 306 487 (Site 6) farmstead
NX 3074 4878 (Site 7) enclosure
NX 30515 48830 (Site 8) structure
NX 307 488 (Site 9) field system, clearance cairn and
farmstead
NX 30671 48941 (Site 10) hay ree
NX 30713 48989 (Site 11) structure
NX 31048 49111 (Site 12) structure
NX 30943 49381 (Site 13) ruins
NX 3103 4942 (Site 14) remains of two structures – dwellings
NX 31061 49429 (Site 15) structure – cottage with smithy
NX 31067 49412 (Site 16) enclosure area
NX 29715 47762 (Site 17) current Changue Farmhouse
NX 29694 47888 (Site 18) outbuildings
NX 29958 47903 (Site 19) enclosure/hay ree
NX 29799 48081 (Site 20) cistern
NX 29994 48164 (Site 21) Changue Cottage
NX 30186 48638 (Site 22) mill
NX 30105 48796 (Site 23) enclosure – adjacent to mill dam
NX 30285 49110 (Site 24) sheepfold
NX 31012 49085 (Site 25) stone structure near Strawfauld
Cottage
NX 30168 48695 (Site 26) industrial structure/feature
NX 30022 48101 (Site 27) sheep dip
NX 30064 48407 (Site 28) silage clamp
NX 31067 49516 (Site 29) concrete water receptacle
NX 30940 49191 (Site 30) modern fenced enclosure
NX 30971 49506 (Site 31) possible hut circle
NX 3104 4947 (Site 32) rig and furrow
NX 31048 49363 (Site 33) enclosure/sheep ree
NX 31050 49428 (Site 34) chapel (Barhobble)
NX 300 487 (Site 35) clearance cairns, cultivation remains
and field banks (Bennan Hill)
NX 30496 48760 (Site 36) U-shaped section of walling/
possible enclosure
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NX 30519 48720 (Site 37) enclosure
NX 30662 48728 (Site 38) kiln barn
NX 30640 48776 (Site 39) structure with attached enclosure
NX 30708 48772 (Site 40) U-shaped enclosure/walling
NX 30127 48566 (Site 41) possible enclosure
NX 30696 48692 (Site 42) hollow/enclosure
NX 30653 47832 (Site 44) possible cup-marked rock
NX 29760 47700 (Site 45) stone-built water feature/well/cistern
NX 29755 47746 (Site 46) brick built water feature/well/
cistern
NX 30308 48321 (Site 47) very small rectangular structure
(attached to field bank walling)
NX 30173 48703 – NX 30180 48713 (Site 48) track
NX 31075 49513 (Site 49) water trough
NX 30927 48973 (Site 50) small stone structure (enclosure/
holding pen)
Field banks (turf and stone) and walling (stone): NX
30692 49154 to NX 30689 49208; NX 30671 49169 to NX 30666
49213; NX 30579 49124 to NX 30586 49088; NX 29870 48474
to NX 29872 48485; NX 29788 48374 to NX 29806 48337; NX
30059 48443 to NX 30068 48496; NX 30128 48608 to NX 30151
48610; NX 30651 48940 to NX 30658 48930; NX 30658 48930
to NX 30672 48916; NX 30560 48898 to NX 30560 48893; NX
30529 48888 to NX 30549 48854; NX 30486 48785 to NX 30507
48729; NX 30494 48676 to NX 30501 48671; NX 30520 48690
to NX 30528 48662; NX 30312 48307 to NX 30309 48383
Small clearance cairns: NX 30945 49560; NX 30933 49555;
NX 30943 49550; NX 30938 49534; NX 30979 49558; NX 30974
49583; NX 31005 49599; NX 30916 49504; NX 30925 49470;
NX 30941 49451; NX 30941 49446; NX 30985 49435; NX 30991
49432; NX 31068 49408; NX 31001 49354; NX 31011 49302; NX
30928 49355; NX 30942 49247; NX 30730 49246; NX 30712
49204; NX 30710 49253; NX 30178 48679; NX 30178 48689;
NX 30700 48699; NX 30714 48674; NX 30805 48898; NX 30827
48878; NX 30939 48857; NX 30845 48869; NX 30019 48033;
NX 30176 48200; NX 30229 48281; NX 30324 48460; NX 30805
48898; NX 30827 48878; NX 30939 48857; NX 30845 48869
Cairn field: NX 30701 49257; NX 30630 49253; NX 30698
49262; NX 30637 49267; NX 30708 49279; NX 30730 49278;
NX 30630 49291; NX 30702 49295; NX 30706 49314; NX 30690
49300; NX 30689 49287; NX 30680 49309; NX 30747 49334;
NX 30735 49334; NX 30739 49342; NX 30761 49349; NX 30757
49362; NX 30777 49404; NX 30643 49283; NX 30649 49257; NX
30654 49254; NX 30660 49229; NX 30660 49226; NX 30662 49219
Cairn field (Bennan Hill): NX 30001 48839; NX 29938
48643; NX 29918 48583; NX 29902 48579; NX 29872 48523;
NX 29761 48427; NX 29808 48374; NX 29811 48350; NX 29818
48352; NX 29828 48353; NX 29843 48472; NX 29899 48498;
NX 29927 48485; NX 29920 48478; NX 29918 48474; NX 29940
48479; NX 29951 48483; NX 30078 48514
Large/medium clearance cairns: NX 30009 47694; NX
30068 47670; NX 30025 47769; NX 30040 47855; NX 29988
47875; NX 29973 47768; NX 29869 48017; NX 30027 48364;
NX 30061 48075; NX 30039 47963; NX 30011 47970; NX 29808
47894; NX 29872 47903; NX 30208 48079; NX 30211 48299;
NX 30176 48266; NX 36203 48262; NX 30210 48280; NX 30209
48079; NX 30382 48485; NX 30629 49007; NX 30542 48510;
NX 30526 48921; NX 30619; 49358; NX 30630 49334; NX 30640
49275; NX 30651 49207; NX 30429 49020; NX 30330 49014; NX
30359 48883; NX 30356 48877; NX 30636 49004
Numerous cultivation terraces and frequent stone field
clearance were also noted along the edge of fields (along dykes
or fence lines) as well as in the corners of fields purpose built
rectangular structures filled with stones – these features have
not been mapped.

Archive: Dumfries and Galloway HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Mark Hamilton Landscape Services
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Old Luce
Glenluce Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NX 18452 58696 This substantial collection was partly
catalogued, June – July 2014, and from the large numbers
of stones examined, two groups emerged. Those stones
associated with the chapter house, and those related to the
vaults over the S transept. The stones that resemble chapter
house features are window jambs whose profiles can be found
in the jambs and mullions of the chapter house windows. A
larger group of vault ribs and springers have profiles that relate
to the remaining springers over the E bays of the S transept.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Round Dounan Fort, Dunragit
Survey
Louise Baker and Enda O’Flaherty – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NX 14834 57958 A topographical survey of the surviving
remains of a late prehistoric or early historic fort at Round
Dounan was carried out 11–12 February 2014. The survey
results were used to create a digital terrain model, contour
based plans and oblique terrain models of the site within
its landscape setting, which will be used to inform future
conservation and management of the monument by Forestry
Commission Scotland.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: ADS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Rerrick
Dundrennan Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype

Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact at
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Sorbie
East Culkae
Field visit
George Currie
NX 42525 46235 An outcrop 1290m N of East Culkae Farmhouse
bears two cup marks among many natural markings.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Stoneykirk
Kirkmadrine Church
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NX 0800 4838 A watching brief was undertaken on 14 January
2014 during a minor excavation in the porch of the church
ahead of the installation of a new floor. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Troqueer
Curriestanes Cursus
Watching brief
John Pickin
NX 9599 7517 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 19 August 2014 in advance of the replacement of two
electricity poles within the area of the scheduled monument.
Trench 1 (NX 96005 75202) was excavated through recent
backfill deposits and was archaeologically sterile. In Trench 2
(NX 95985 75121) a natural boulder clay surface, sealed by
plough zone and modern backfill deposits, was recorded
at a depth of c0.35m. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: Dumfries and Galloway Council, Historic Scotland and
RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CIET (UK) Ltd

Cross, Dundrennan Abbey
NX 74941 47506 A single addition to the existing inventory
was catalogued in May 2014. This is a cross, but one arm and
the adjacent side have been broken away. It is decorated on
both sides with low-relief carving of a flower form set within
a roundel. On one side the florette is rather weathered and
is contained within a plain roundel. On the other side, the
8-petalled florette is larger, is carved in higher-relief, and is
contained by a roundel decorated with stud ornament. In
general, the stone is highly eroded, the base of the cross is
worked flat, and there are no signs of fixing remaining.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic

Maxwelltown Industrial Estate, Dumfries
Evaluation
David Devereux and John Pickin
NX 9580 7684 An investigation undertaken, 8–9 September
2014, focused on two possible ring ditches on a low N–S
oriented ridge at the W edge of the site. These features are
visible as grass or cropmarks on recent aerial photographs.
Three trial trenches were positioned to intersect the
cropmarks; however, no evidence of the two circular features
was found. It is therefore assumed that the marks were not
caused by any buried features, but by some other superficial
cause.
The trenches did record the presence of small pits on the
ridge, indicating that human activity had taken place in this
area. Given the nature of the underlying deposits, the pits
may have been dug to extract sand and gravel on a relatively
small-scale. Finds from the infill of the pits and from the
buried topsoil, which had accumulated on their slopes,
suggest that backfilling had taken place sometime after the
mid-19th century. This implies a phase of landscaping over
the ridge, perhaps relating to agricultural operations. The
present profile of the ridge appears to be the result of this
landscaping phase.
The investigation found no evidence to indicate that the
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ridge has any archaeological significance. However, it did
establish that the ridge is a natural feature and not man-made.
Archive: Dumfries and Galloway HER and RCAHMS
Funder: TAS, Castle Douglas

Tundergarth
Crawthat Cottage
Watching brief
Tamlin Barton – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NY 2431 8284 A watching brief was undertaken, 17–20 February
2014, during groundwork associated with the replacement
of an overhead electricity line with an underground cable
to allow the construction of the Ewe Hill 6 Wind Farm haul
road from the B7068. The cable trench revealed no significant
archaeology, though the foundation of a demolished extension
to a 19th-century barn was found.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: Dumfries and Galloway
HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Power Network Connections

Twynholm
Doon Hill
Watching brief
John Pickin
NX 6585 4885 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 2 June 2014 during work in advance of the replacement of
two electricity poles. The area was considered sensitive due
to its proximity to Doon Hillfort and to the possible site of the
medieval priory of St Evoca.
Trench 1 (NX 65898 48831) was archaeologically sterile. In
Trench 2 (NX 65853 48851) a linear ditch, partly stone-filled,
was cut into the natural boulder clay. Only a small section of
this feature could be examined in the trench and no dating
evidence was recovered.
Archive: Dumfries and Galloway Council HER and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: CIET (UK) Ltd

High Nunton
Field visit
George Currie

NX 65154 49036 On the NE extreme of an outcrop, located
350m NW of Low Nunton Farm, are at least 15 cup marks many
with single rings, and at the highest point a well preserved
horseshoe motif adjoins three ringed cups.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

DUNDEE
Dundee
Baldragon
Evaluation
Liam McKinstry – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NO 373 346 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
undertaken on 14 January 2014 in advance of a proposed
development at Baldragon (Phase 5). A total of five trenches,
amounting to 492m² and covering 5% of the area were
excavated. The only features recorded were truncated modern
plough furrows and a field drain.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bett Homes

Dighty Connect
Desk-based assessment and field visit
David Drummond, Ann Lolley, Paul Murtagh and Cara Jones –
Dighty Connect
Dighty Connect is a project working with volunteers in
communities situated along the Dighty Burn to research and
record the heritage along the burn. Dighty Connect is an
offshoot of the Broughty Ferry Environmental Project (BFEP),
and has received funding from Scottish Natural Heritage. The
work undertaken as part of the 2011–16 Adopt-a-Monument
Scheme aims to provide active engagement opportunities,
help build up the existing record of heritage features along the
burn and disseminate the results of the work at local events.
Work carried out by local volunteer David Drummond,
1 March – 31 May 2013, identified 21 archaeological features.
These features, in the main, relate to the extensive water
management that took place along the Dighty, including
sluice gates, lades, ponds, weirs and dams, which were
important for a number of the industrial processes that
were being undertaken at the various bleachfields and mills
which occupied the Dighty from at least the 16th century. The
work was undertaken at Ballunie Bleachfield, Claverhouse
Bleachfield, Douglas Bleachfield, Dundee Bleachfield and
Trottick Bleachfield.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: HLF and Historic Scotland

Liff and Benvie

Cup- and ring-marked rock, High Nunton
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Dundee West
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 345 319, NO 343 316 and NO 340 313 An evaluation was
undertaken, 14–25 November 2013, in advance of a proposed
development on five areas of land to the W of Dundee. A total
of 5% (7950 linear metres) of the 32ha area covered by Areas
1–3 was evaluated. The planned monitored topsoil stripping
of Area 5, where an evaluation undertaken in 2011–12 had
indicated further work was required, was unable to take place
due to the presence of sown crops.
Significant archaeological remains were recorded in the
development area (Areas 1 and 2). These consisted of two
probable ring-groove or barrow structures of late prehistoric
date. Several associated pit features were also recorded

E A S T AY R S H I R E

and these features contained a small assemblage of coarse
prehistoric ceramics.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Springfield Properties Ltd

EAST AYRSHIRE
Auchinleck
Drill Hall, Dumfries House
Watching brief and excavation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 5418 2133 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
1–25 April 2014, during the removal of topsoil and overburden
from the known remains of a POW camp at three locations.
The work, which was undertaken in two phases, revealed
the remains of nine rectangular brick and concrete buildings,
nine brick and concrete drainage junction boxes, five concrete
paths and a road, all of which were subsequently cleaned,
recorded and investigated. One sherd of medieval pottery was
also recovered from the topsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Great Steward of Scotland’s Dumfries House Trust

Dunlop
Linnhead Farm, Uplawmoor
Watching brief
Tamlin Barton – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 43429 54127 A watching brief was carried out on 3 December
2013 during groundwork associated with construction
of a wind turbine. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS HER
Funder: 3R Energy Solutions Ltd

Fenwick
Clonherb Farm
Watching brief
Andrew Bicket – WA Heritage
NS 45600 46000 A watching brief was undertaken, 13–18
September 2014, during the installation of the infrastructure
for a single turbine. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded during topsoil stripping and
digging to create the crane hardstanding and turbine base.
Archive: OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: AGRenewables

Galston
Chapel Lane, Galston
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 49950 36700 An evaluation was undertaken in January 2014
on the site of a proposed residential housing development.
A total of 15 trenches were excavated, covering 400m². The
evaluation revealed that recent flats on the site had deeply
truncated the natural subsoil but that away from these areas,
the remains of buildings, surfaces, ditches, walls and pits
were present. Many of these features can be related to features
shown on historical OS maps. A selection of mostly 19thcentury finds was also recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: Central Building Contractors (Glasgow) Ltd

Kilmarnock
Craighall Farm
Evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 4437 4101 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
9–11 December 2013, in advance of a proposed residential
development. The 8% evaluation of the 3.68ha site recorded
the remains of rig and furrow cultivation across the area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barratt Homes West

Muirkirk
Townhead of Greenock
Evaluation
Andrew Gallacher – Northlight Heritage
NS 643 275 An evaluation was carried out, 16–27 June 2014,
in advance of quarrying. A total of 86 trenches were opened
(totalling 7642m²) within the evaluation area, one of which
was also significantly extended. One feature of possible
archaeological interest was investigated but was determined
to represent remnants of a modern sheepfold.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Hillhouse Quarry Group Ltd

New Cumnock
Burnston Remainder, House of Water, New Cumnock
Survey
Alastair Becket – Northlight Heritage
NS 5410 1280 A walkover survey was undertaken on
1 November 2013 in advance of an extension to the opencast
coal mine. A total of six locations previously identified as
containing visible archaeological remains were visited.
Woodland covered the majority of the development area and
only one site, a relatively modern cistern at Craigman, was
located. The remains at the other sites appear to have been
destroyed by the forestry planting. A previously unidentified
dry stone wall was also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Hargreaves Surface Mining

Old Cumnock
Dumfries House
Watching brief
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 53961 20510 A watching brief was undertaken, 27 August –
10 September 2013, on the site of a new adventure playground
in open mature woodland to the NW of the old stable buildings.
A number of features were recorded during the course of the
watching brief. These consisted of a trackway, which extended
across part of the site for 14m, a mortar-bonded wall, and
rubble drains. The only finds recovered were handmade
bricks. It is considered that the features and finds probably
relate to improvements to the 18th-/19th-century designed
landscape.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Great Steward of Scotland’s Dumfries House Trust

Tupp Inn/Jenny Tear’s Pub, Cumnock
Excavation
Katy Firth, Charlotte Francoz, Peta Glew and Ingrid Shearer –
Northlight Heritage
NS 567 202 An excavation was undertaken, 22 August – 23
September 2013, at 4–6 Lugar Street with additional minor
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investigations of the structures along the southern side of
Kilnholm Place. Evidence for five phases of development
and renovation roughly spanning the 250 year history of the
property were recorded on the site, all relating to one structure
which was first built in the late 18th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Government, European Community and
Ayrshire LEADER 2007–2013 Programme, East Ayrshire Council
and the Historic Scotland Conservation Area Regeneration
Scheme

NS 396 321 A watching brief was undertaken, 3 April – 25
November 2013, during road improvement works on the A77
between Symington and Bogend Toll. This work revealed a pit
of possible prehistoric date surrounded by lithic artefacts, a
small kiln of indeterminate age and a small post-medieval fire
pit. Post-medieval rig and furrow cultivation was also recorded
across the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: RJ McLeod

Stewarton

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE

Draffen Lime Kilns, Stewarton
Survey, evaluation and excavation
Lindsay Dunbar − AOC Archaeology Group

Kirkintilloch
Glen Shirva Road, Twechar
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 6970 7560 An evaluation was carried out, 11–13 February
2014, in advance of the second phase of a proposed housing
development to the S of Glen Shirva Road. A 500m2 evaluation
was undertaken along the SE strip of the 2.01ha site in the
area closest to the known position of Twechar Roman Camp.
A further 650m2 of trenching was carried out within the
development area. The area had been significantly truncated
during previous housing development and landscaping,
and no finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Cooper Cromar Ltd

General view of Kiln B, the later kiln building to the N of the site,
taken from the S
NS 4264 4529 (centred on) A programme of work consisting
of a topographic survey, evaluation trenching, laser scanning,
excavation and recording was undertaken, 21 July – 22 October
2014, on two lime kilns and an associated limestone quarry on
land once belonging to Draffen Farm.
The excavation revealed the architecture of both kilns
to be different in scale, design and execution. Kiln A, the
smaller and simpler of the two kilns, was constructed first.
The later kiln, B, dated to 1808 (from a date stone) was
remodelled with the construction of an abutment along its
frontage. This remodelling was required to prevent the kiln
suffering catastrophic collapse. Both kilns appear to have
been deliberately slighted with the removal of iron fittings and
collapse of the bowl.
The evaluation found no features either associated with
the lime workings or of an archaeological nature. Trenches
and open areas stripped around the lime kilns revealed
no industrial remains associated with the kilns. However,
the excavations did reveal that much of the landforms and
topography around the kilns was made ground primarily
consisting of waste material from the quarry workings.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ms D Fraser

Symington
A77 Symington and Bogend Toll
Watching brief
Scott Wilson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
62

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

Lairdsland Primary School, Kirkintilloch
Watching brief
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 6510 7335 A watching brief was undertaken, 11 March – 21
August 2014, during ground-breaking work associated with
the construction of a primary school on Donaldson Street. The
site is immediately S of the Forth and Clyde Canal and was
previously a 19th-century iron foundry.
A small section of a rough cobbled surface was revealed
within the scheduled area associated with the canal. This may
relate to the tow path of the original canal bank. The remainder
of the scheduled area affected by the work had been heavily
truncated by modern services and road construction and
there were no additional finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Woolgar Hunter

Southbank Road, Kirkintilloch
Standing building recording and watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 6544 7368 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 5 June – 22 November 2013, in advance of the
development of flats along the S side of the Forth and Clyde
Canal, Southbank Road. The site was the location of a small
boatyard which had operated on the side of the canal from the
late 18th century until its closure in the 1960s.
A photographic survey was undertaken on the three
upstanding buildings due for demolition. The buildings
consisted of a 1930s utilities building, a 1980s boathouse
and a 1990s amenities block. As the canal is a scheduled
monument a watching brief was undertaken during all
groundworks associated with the development. This
work aimed to identify any features connected with
the construction and use of the canal or the boatyard.
The removal of large areas of the existing bank and the
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Dirleton Green: Volunteers of all ages getting involved in the Dirleton Dig
excavation of drainage trenches along the footpath recorded
no evidence of its earlier use.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ogilvy Homes

New Kilpatrick
Glenburn Road, Bearsden
Evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 5392 7211 An evaluation was carried out on 14 August
2014 in advance of the proposed development of a house at 25
Glenburn Road. A single trench (14.8m²) was excavated across
the possible line of the rampart of the Antonine Wall. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: A-Cubed Design Ltd

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE/STIRLING
New Kilpatrick/Killearn
Auchineden Hydro-electric Scheme
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NS 5040 7841 – NS 5151 7888 A walkover survey was carried
out on 22 September 2014 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme on the Auldmurroch Burn,
near Blanefield. No structures or features of archaeological
significance were recorded along the route.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: Auchineden Estate

EAST LOTHIAN
Athelstaneford
The Chesters
Survey
David Connolly and Murray Cook – Rampart Scotland
NT 50760 78260 As part of ongoing research into East Lothian
hillforts, further topographic, erosion and limited geophysical
survey was undertaken, March – July 2014. The work was
undertaken with volunteers and students as part of a series of
training sessions.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and Rampart Scotland

Dirleton
Dirleton Green
Excavation
Stephanie Leith – East Lothian Council Archaeology Service
NT 5149 8402 A community excavation was undertaken, 8–17
September 2014, on the Green in Dirleton by East Lothian
Council Archaeology Service, with Gullane and Dirleton
History Society, as part of East Lothian Archaeology and Local
History Fortnight.
The excavation followed an earthwork survey, geophysical
survey and excavation in 2013. This year’s excavation aimed to
further explore the site of a medieval building. To this end, an
area of 10 x 5m was opened by hand, as well as a 5 x 1m trench
and a 1 x 1m test pit.
The excavation uncovered the outline of the building
represented by robber trenches, where the stone of the
walls had been dug out and removed after the building
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

63

E A S T LOT H I A N

went out of use. The site was infilled with dumps of rubble
after demolition of the building. A later wall suggests
reuse of the site, possibly for industrial or agricultural use.
Deposits of slag suggest that metal working was taking place
somewhere nearby.
During the 10 days of excavation, 65 volunteers took part in
the dig, over 400 people visited the site, and all the pupils from
Dirleton Primary School and East Lothian Young Archaeology
Club got involved.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Newhouse, North Berwick
Evaluation and excavation
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 5424 8467 An evaluation and subsequent excavation
were undertaken, 16–22 April 2014, in advance of a
residential development. An initial 5% (2250m2) evaluation
of the 4.43ha site recorded a simple stratigraphic sequence
of thin topsoil overlying glacial till and deposits of sandy
clay cut by numerous field drains. Significant archaeological
features were limited to a single location around which a 30
x 30m trench was excavated. This trench revealed a heavily
truncated rectangular structure on a NNW–SSE alignment
measuring 13 x 9m with opposing entrances at the shorter
N and S ends. The truncation of the structure and the lack of
datable artefacts hindered its interpretation, but it is probable
that it was the remains of a sill beam constructed building.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (East) Ltd

St Andrew’s Kirk Graveyard Steps, Gullane
Evaluation
Elizabeth Jones – East Lothian Council Archaeology Service
NT 48029 82700 In December 2013 East Lothian Council
Amenity Services constructed free standing steps to allow
pedestrian access into the church. The work consisted of
the excavation of a 1.9 x 1.4m area to a depth of 0.38m.
Gravel and some of the excavated topsoil was deposited into
the trench to form bedding for the steps. An investigation
consisting of the removal of the topsoil and gravel, and
recording of the exposed stratigraphy was carried out on
the 17 March 2014. A 0.28m deep topsoil of dark brown
sandy silt was recorded overlying a light brown silty sand
subsoil. The subsoil was only exposed at the N end of
the trench, the lower step. Both the topsoil and subsoil
contained small fragments of bone and small stones. A
number of disarticulated human bones were recovered
from the redeposited topsoil and reburied.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: East Lothian Council

Dunbar
Hedderwick
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 63 78 An enamelled Late Iron Age strap junction from
a horse harness (c50 BC – AD 200) was found during metal
detecting near Hedderwick. A central figure-of-eight is formed
by a spiral enclosing two enamelled bosses. Two flanking
squares, also with enamelled bosses, give the junction
an overall cruciform shape. The bosses have cruciform
designs enamelled in red and yellow. The squares conceal
attachment bars: one, now lost, had been replaced with an
iron bar. H 63.7mm, W 62mm, T 13mm; mass 83.16g. Iron Age
settlement sites are known in the vicinity.
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Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 154/13), allocated to East Lothian
Museums
Funder: Acquired with support from the Art Fund

Edinburgh
Newhailes Nurseries
Geophysical survey
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 3256 7257 A geophysical survey was undertaken, 7–10
January 2014, of the former kitchen garden at Newhailes.
The survey consisted of 21 grids, each 20 x 20m and
recorded part of a possible circular enclosure, possible floor
deposits of seven structures within the site, and identified
the location of a boiler house or furnace associated with a
heated wall, which formed part of the nursery beds. More
recent features relating to use of the site as a plant nursery
were also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Garvald and Bara
Garvald
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 58 72 An unfinished massive terret was found during metal
detecting near Garvald. It was cast in a two-piece mould, with
flashing on the vertical axis where the valves were misaligned.
There is very little trace of finishing beyond a little surface
filing; the reasons for its abandonment are unclear. A curved
iron suspension rod (D 6mm) was incorporated into the
casting. The flared lip has six low-relief ribs. L 81.5mm, H
67mm; mass 185.5g. Such terrets date to the 3–7th centuries
AD. A field visit to the findspot recovered a fragmentary
rotary quern, suggesting there is a settlement here.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT155/13), allocated to East Lothian
Museums

Garvald Mains
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 5834 6979 A ground resistance survey, consisting of 24
full and part grids was undertaken, 5–6 July 2014, at Garvald
Mains Hillfort. Results indicated high resistance linear
anomalies in the SE, representing a probable stone rampart
core. Amorphous high resistances over most of the E half of
the fort are probably geological in nature. There were vague
sub-circular and linear anomalies to the NW, which might be
settlement areas or enclosures.
Archive: East Lothian SMR , Historic Scotland and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

Gladsmuir
East Mains Farm, Samuelston
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 48591 71371 A watching brief was undertaken on 4 March
2014 during topsoil stripping in a field to the N of East Mains
Farm. The work, which was associated with the installation
of a single wind turbine, recorded no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: VG Energy Ltd

E A S T LOT H I A N
Haddington
Aberlady Road, Haddington
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 504 744 An evaluation was carried out on 8 September
2014 on arable land to the W of Aberlady Road prior to a
residential development. The 7% trial trenching evaluation of
the 4.4ha site recorded a number of features, including shallow
drains, remnants of broad rig cultivation, and a demolished
field boundary wall. All were probably late/post-medieval
or modern in date. Modern tile and rubble drains were also
recorded across most of the area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bett Homes

Lady Kitty’s Garden
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 51863 73727 A geophysical survey of six partial, 29 x
20m grids, was carried out on the site of Lady Catherine
Charteris’ garden to the E of St Mary’s churchyard. A subrectangular high resistance was noted towards the NW of
the site with N–E and N–S linear anomalies at the S limit of
the survey area.
Archive: East Lothian SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

Lodge Street, Haddington
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 51488 73856 An historic buildings survey was undertaken
on 10 December 2013 on the façade of the former 18th-century
Masonic Lodge at 1 Lodge Street, prior to new render going
on the building. The removal of the old render to the bare
stonework revealed that there was a previous phase of
openings, which were later replaced by the present window
arrangement. This included a series of three arched windows
to match the adjacent end and a series of at least two (possibly
three) smaller windows on the first floor.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Neilson Park, Haddington
Geophysical survey
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 5153 7355 A geophysical survey was undertaken, 16
January – 24 July 2014, of Neilson Park in advance of
development work. The work, undertaken in two phases,
consisted of 136 grids each 20 x 20m, and aimed to assess
the evidence for past human use, particularly in relation to
the 1548-49 siege of Haddington.
An initial survey recorded a possible curvilinear ditch
with two apparent off-shoots and part of a possible second
curvilinear ditch, all of which may be related to the siege
of 1548–49. It also recorded a large magnetic di-pole that
may represent episodes of burning or the location of buried
metal objects. A number of more recent features relating to
the modern use of the area as a recreation ground were also
identified.
A second survey in July 2014 recorded an area of
compacted ground, five di-polar magnetic anomalies and an
area of general ground disturbance. The di-poles probably
reflect modern drainage features, while the general ground
disturbance appears to be related to the construction of
artificial surfaces and a skateboard park. The compacted

ground was in an area used for sporting activities and
probably reflects this use.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Victoria Road, Haddington
Watching brief
Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 51187 73670 A watching brief was carried out, 31 January
– 1 February 2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a new house. The site on the SW edge of the
town was considered sensitive as the western fortifications
built during the Siege of Haddington were believed to be
located within the site. Ground-breaking works were limited
and no archaeological features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian Council Archaeology
Service
Funder: Mr L Hughes

Innerwick
Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Farm
Watching brief
Tamlin Barton – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 7347 7482 A watching brief was undertaken on 25
February 2014 during onshore site investigations associated
with an offshore wind farm. Two trial pits were excavated in
the vicinity of the East Coast Mainline. The trial pits recorded a
series of beach deposits and glacial tills but no archaeological
finds or features.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: East Lothian SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mainstream Renewable Power Ltd

Inveresk
Hillhead Farm, Whitecraig
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 37437 69897 A desk-based assessment and watching brief
were undertaken, 6–7 January 2014, during topsoil stripping
associated with the construction of a wind turbine. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Ms E Blackwood

Millhill, Musselburgh
Standing building recording
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 3465 7290 An historic building survey was undertaken,
26–28 June 2014, at 32–38 Millhill prior to redevelopment
of the site. The buildings are currently used as a swimming
pool for the Loretto School. Cartographic sources indicate
that the buildings were originally a tannery, which may
have been in use from the late 18th century. The building
underwent a range of alterations prior to its closure at the
end of the 19th century and subsequent conversion into
swimming baths in 1919.
The survey recorded five separate buildings/areas relating
to different phases of construction. The majority of the
external walls of the buildings had been covered in a painted
render, so the survey focused on the exposed rubble stone
wall facing onto Millhill. This wall had undergone a number
of alterations and several blocked openings were noted. The
wall is thought to be part of the building which formed the
original tannery.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Loretto School
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Newhailes Flower Garden
Excavation
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NT 32649 72533 A community volunteer excavation was
undertaken, 15–22 September 2014, in order to assess the level
of preservation of the remains of the formal flower garden
design from the 19th and 20th centuries. A series of red and
black ash pathways were uncovered, along with pipes running
to the nearby glasshouse site and a large amount of garden
terracotta type pottery.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Volunteers and local school pupils excavating at the flower garden
on Newhailes Estate
Pinkie Mains, Musselburgh
Evaluation and metal detector survey
Ian Suddaby, Magnus Kirby, Graeme Carruthers and Christina
Hills – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 3580 7234 A trial trenching evaluation and metal detector
survey were carried out, November 2013 – February 2014, in
advance of a residential development. This area is considered
to be part of the core search area for evidence associated with
the Battle of Pinkie, which was fought on the 10 September
1547 between an English army led by Protector Somerset and
a Scottish army under the Earl of Arran.
The survey recovered 25 musket balls. The lead musket balls
may not be associated with the Battle of Pinkie and it is more
likely that they were associated with later recreational hunting
or the nearby Napoleonic Barracks, which lay to the NW of
the area. Three buttons with possible military decoration were
also identified. All other finds were modern in date.
The trial trenching uncovered a large number of
drainage features relating to 18th/19th-century agricultural
improvements. The majority of these were rubble drains
and ceramic horseshoe drains, but two stone box-drains and
a large linear ditch feature were also recorded. The location
of the linear ditch feature relates to a field boundary depicted
on early OS maps. Vestigial traces of rig and furrow were also
recorded. There was no evidence of any features associated
with the Battle of Pinkie
A further evaluation recorded the footings of eight barrack
blocks. These form part of a Napoleonic Barracks, which
documentary sources indicate was constructed in c1790 and
abandoned in c1815. The barrack blocks had been constructed
to three different floor plans. Although the walls had been largely
robbed out, sandstone footings survived at some locations
and the foundation trenches were clear. An assemblage of
structural and occupational material was recovered as well as a
lead musket ball and a military button.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Taylor Wimpey East Scotland Ltd
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Pinkie Mains, Inveresk Road and Lewisvale Public Park,
Musselburgh
Watching brief
Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 34209 72325 – NT 35315 72499 A watching brief was
undertaken, 27 October – 20 November 2013, during groundbreaking works for an electrical connection required to service
a new housing development at Pinkie Mains. The route ran
from Pinkie Mains, through Lewisvale Park and along Inveresk
Road. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian Council Archaeology
Service
Funder: Taylor Wimpey East Scotland

Victory Stadium, Gula Flats, Wallyford
Metal detector survey
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 361 716 A metal detector survey was carried out on 20 May
2014 on a 1.2ha land parcel in advance of the development
of a car park. The survey recovered 20 metal artefacts and
2 gun flints. The finds included a Victorian farthing and
token, several buttons of probable 19th/20th-century date,
possible horse harness equipment, an iron tool, a lead seal
and a possible decorative mount. The majority of the finds
were relatively modern. Further analysis of two lead objects
established that they are 18th- or 19th-century in date, and not
related to the 16th-century battle that took place in this area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Sirius Leisure Ltd

Morham
Morham
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 5569 7227 The 2013 (DES 2013, 72) ground resistance
survey of the assumed site of Morham Castle was extended
by 60m to the S, giving a total area of 120 x 60m. The survey,
which was undertaken on 16 March 2014, did not find any
clear, unambiguous evidence for Morham Castle. The S end
of the survey area showed a lower resistance than the centre
and N, with narrow higher resistance lines, which appear to
be too narrow to be associated with a castle and probably
relate to the footings of farming boundary walls and pens
or buildings. The higher resistance area in the centre and
N of the survey area was fairly uniform but did show some
potential features with slightly higher resistances, some of
which appear to be linear, square or rectangular, but the
nature of these features is unclear. They may represent slight
natural variations in the soil and the underlying geology;
however, the possibility that they reflect the presence of
rubble spreads from very heavily degraded archaeology
cannot be wholly ruled out.
Archive: RCAHMS and East Lothian SMR
Funder: East Lothian Council Archaeological Service and
Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

North Berwick
Blackdykes, Tantallon
Watching brief
Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 57981 83687 A watching brief was carried out, 7 October – 11
December 2013, during ground-breaking work associated with
the installation of two wind turbines and a grid connection. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
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Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian Council Archaeology
Service
Funder: Mr H Dalrymple

North Berwick Law
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 55335 83988 A watching brief was carried out, 18–19
September 2014, during ground-breaking work associated
with the installation of a new water main along the W side of
North Berwick Law. A total of three trial trenches were dug to
identify the route of an existing pipe, which was then used as
a duct for the new pipe. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water Horizons

Tantallon Castle
Geophysical survey and excavation
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5953 8500 (centred on) In the light of findings from a
geophysical survey undertaken in 2013 (DES 2013, 73), further
test trenching was undertaken 8–29 May 2014. This work
followed on an initial evaluation in 2013 when seven trenches
were excavated.
This second stage of evaluation consisted of the excavation
of five main trenches and four shallow trial pits at various
locations in and around the castle. The main trenches were
placed to define and characterise a series of geophysical
anomalies, which possibly reflected a range of archaeological
contexts from various periods. The small trial pits were placed
across the line of an active service trench (electricity) in order
to establish its precise location. The findings from the five
formal trenches can be summarised with broad phasing in
each area as follows:
The Inner Close:
15th/16th century: Late medieval metalworking – smelting
and casting.
16th/17th century: Clearance and backfill.
19th century: Levelling and landscaping.
The Outer Close:
15th/16th century: Stone building located towards the W
limits of the promontory, possibly in association with a stone
rampart/wall line.
16th century: Stone building cleared and levelled in order
to create a clear field of fire towards the neighbouring
promontory.
18th/19th century: Landscaping and clearance.
The Outer Defences:
12th–14th century: Rig cultivation.
Mid-16th century: Construction of the Ravelin/Spur plus
associated earthworks – ditch and terraces.
Late-17th century: Trench and gun position constructed,
earlier earthwork truncated on the E side.
Mid to late-19th century: Landscaping and the creation of a
new access route.

to the presence of a number of known prehistoric monuments
in the surrounding area. Evidence of rig and furrow agriculture
was recorded at Site A, but not at Site B, which is on a steeper
slope and covers a smaller area. The furrows were identified as
an imprint in the subsoil and were cut by later modern ceramic
field drains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Renewable Power Exchange

Prestonkirk
Phantassie Farm
Watching brief
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 59628 77202 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 7 January 2014 during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of two wind turbine bases. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded in either of the two
5 x 5m footprints.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Hamilton Farmers Ltd

Traprain Law
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 584 750 A fragment of the rock art from the N side of
Traprain Law, destroyed by quarrying in the 1930s, was found
in the quarry. It preserves a series of transverse grooves.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 168/13), allocated to National
Museums Scotland

Rock art fragment, Traprain Law (Copyright National Museums
Scotland)

Prestonpans
Drummohr House
Evaluation and standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Oldhamstocks
Ferneylea Wind Farm, Cockburnspath
Watching brief
Douglas Allan – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 739 690 A watching brief was undertaken, 18–23 July 2014,
during groundwork associated with construction of the bases
for two wind turbines. The site was considered of interest due

General view of the frontage of Drummohr House showing the
18th-century façade
NT 36893 73226 A programme of historic building recording
and evaluation was undertaken, 18–19 June 2014, on the site
of Drummohr House, prior to redevelopment of the house
and grounds. The house was built in the 1740s/1750s by the
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The excavation in progress at Sheriffside
Dalrymple family as a replacement for an earlier house in
the grounds. It was constructed as a three-bay, three-storey,
neo-classical house in red sandstone with a central projecting
centre bay and triangular pediment with bay windows to
the side elevations. Later additions included a service wing,
which was taken down and rebuilt in the early 19th century
and heavily rebuilt and extended in the early 1880s. The house
has largely been redundant for a number of years, although
throughout the 20th century it was used as a Passionists
Monastery, an outbuilding for Loretto School at Musselburgh
and a care home. It has largely been stripped of its furniture
and in 2001 a dry rot problem caused more stripping out of
the furnishings. However, some nice original/early features
remain, including two marble fireplaces and the main grand
staircase. An evaluation was also undertaken on the site of
the intended new houses within the grounds; however, no
archaeological finds or features were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Design Assets Ltd

Stenton
Stenton House
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 622 742 An evaluation was undertaken on 27 February 2014
in advance of the placement of a heat pump system, associated
with the construction of a house. Four trenches covering
80m2 were excavated. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: PR Design

Victoria Park, Haddington
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 622 742 A watching brief was undertaken 20 February –
20 March 2014, during alterations to a listed wall. The wall is
thought to run along the alignment of the former medieval
town wall. The watching brief revealed the truncated footings
of the medieval town wall. These were overlain by the
foundation deposits of the present wall. The medieval wall
was constructed of rough, clay bonded sandstone and was c1m
wide. An elevation of 0.4m was recorded. A large sandstone
68
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box culvert was also recorded running along the N face of the
wall. This feature was 1.2 wide and 0.5m deep.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Tranent
Tranent Mains Farm
Watching brief and excavation
Nick Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 4083 7348 A watching brief was undertaken, 31 March – 7
May 2014, at Tranent Mains Farm prior to its redevelopment
for housing. The aim of the work was to excavate and record
the remains of a 19th-century farmstead discovered during a
previous trial trenching evaluation by AOC (DES 2013, 73). The
machine excavation of a large area being cleared of modern
demolition rubble was monitored. The excavations found
fragments of the original farmstead, chiefly the perimeter
walls of the courtyard, patches of courtyard cobbles and the
structural walls of the farmhouse. The internal components
of the farmhouse were fragmentary and survived only as later
modifications, often in brick or concrete. The western half
of the farmhouse had been truncated to its foundations or
removed completely.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Persimmon Homes East Scotland

Yester
Sheriffside
Excavation
Murray Cook and David Connolly – Rampart Scotland
NT 55505 67739 A third season of work at the cropmark
enclosure at Sheriffside consisted of a major phase of
evaluation. The work was carried out during July 2014 as
part of a training fieldschool. A large, 23m N–S and 10m
E–W, open area trench was opened, all features identified
were planned and recorded, and a proportion excavated. A
geophysical survey had already been undertaken in the field
surrounding the trench and topographic work was extended
across the area.
The excavations re-examined a series of ditch features first
located in 2012, including a 9m wide and 2.8m deep ditch at
the extreme S of the trench. A cut feature identified and dated
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to cAD260 was shown to be a similar dimension and shape to
the northern ditch, and measured 9m wide by 2.7m deep. Five
palisade slots were located, corresponding to those found in
previous seasons, though it was now possible to fully identify
a final palisade that crossed a backfilled northern ditch,
making the putative date for this feature some point after the
5th century AD (given the late date recovered from the ditch in
the 2012 season).
A number of sherds of prehistoric ceramics were recovered
from a tip layer within the southern ditch, which may date
to the 3rd century AD. Charcoal obtained from this layer is
currently being radiocarbon dated.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Rampart Scotland

Stobshiel Pump Station, Humbie
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 51099 64291 A watching brief was undertaken on 17
November 2013 during topsoil stripping of a development site.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr McCullagh

EAST RENFREWSHIRE
Eaglesham
Humbie Road
Evaluation
Peta Glew – Northlight Heritage
NS 567 524 An evaluation was undertaken, 21–31 January
2013, in advance of a proposed development. A total of 34
trenches covering c10% (3919m2) were excavated across the
area. Three archaeological features were located on a poorly
defined natural terrace in approximately the middle of the site.
Two were large pits which contained burnt bone and charcoal,
while the third was a pit containing green-glazed pottery with
black fabric in its upper fill.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Eastwood
Birkinshaw House
Excavation
Phil Richardson and Paul Murtagh
This project represents part of a wider public engagement
with the heritage of Rouken Glen Park in relation to East
Renfrewshire Council’s Parks for People Award, funded by
the Heritage Lottery Fund, and contributes to the key themes
outlined in the archaeological project plan: Living on the
land – The park as a living estate; Working the land – The
park’s industrial heritage; Enjoying the land – A park for the
people; Marking the land – The park in prehistory. This work
was undertaken by Archaeology Scotland as part of the wider
Rouken Glen Park Improvement Project. The results of work
undertaken at Birkinshaw House, Rookend Mill, Rouken Glen
Walled Garden and The Devil’s Staircase are presented below.
NS 54888 58261 An evaluation was carried out in September
2013 at the site of the 19th-century Birkinshaw House. A total
of three trenches were excavated, each measuring 2m N–S
and 1m E–W. Substantial deposits relating to the house’s
demolition were recorded along with a number of artefacts
relating to its occupation. In addition, the remains of a mortarbonded, brick built wall were recorded. The wall, which

survived as one or two courses and to a maximum height of
100mm, was 0.65m wide and oriented E–W. The discovery of
the wall highlighted the potential for the discovery of further
significant archaeological remains relating to the house.
Artefacts recovered included a number of fragments of glass
bottles, china and ceramics.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER (intended)
Funder: East Renfrewshire Council and Heritage Lottery Funds
Parks for People

Rookend Mill
Evaluation
Paul Murtagh, Fiona Isobel Watson and Phil Richardson
NS 54890 57906 An evaluation was undertaken, 24–31 August
2014, at the site of the 19th-century Rookend Mill. The work
aimed to assess the date of the mill, when it was abandoned,
what it was used for, and whether it had been reused in later
periods.
Large amounts of vegetation and undergrowth were removed
from the area surrounding the building and this work revealed
a substantial stone-built structure. The building is aligned
N–S and is 10m long and 5m wide externally and 9m long and
3.8m wide internally. A single trench, measuring 2.5m N–S by
3.5m E–W, was excavated across the southern portion of the
interior of the building. Due to health and safety concerns it
was not possible to fully excavate the trench.
The exposure of large amounts of tumble, both within
and around the structure, suggests that the building has
been destroyed, though whether this was deliberate or as a
result of natural processes is unclear. However, it is clear that
substantial effort would be required to excavate and remove
this tumble.
The substantial remains exposed indicate that the site has
the potential to significantly further our knowledge of the
industrial heritage of Rouken Glen Park and the wider region.
However, the nature of the structure, which is defined by
large sandstone blocks, combined with the large amount of
tumble mean that the work undertaken has only partially
revealed this important site, and a number of questions
remain unanswered. The foundations of the building were not
exposed, the date for the foundation of the structure was not
established, and no artefacts predating the 20th century were
recovered. In addition the location of the mill lade and the mill
wheel were not discovered and, while it may be suggested that
these elements were located on the S side of the structure,
testing this hypothesis would require further work.
The excavation revealed a great deal of evidence relating to
the destruction of the building as well as evidence for its reuse
and remodelling. It is clear that the structure was once used as
a grain mill, given the discovery of the mill stone, propped up
against the western wall. The building appears to have been
remodelled sometime in the past. A door was blocked, and the
western and eastern walls were consolidated or remodelled.
What this remodelling might mean is unclear, and requires
further investigation. However, as the landscape surrounding
Birkinshaw House had been extensively landscaped, it is
possible that the abandoned mill might have been reused as
a garden folly during the Victorian period. Further evidence
for the reuse of the building can be seen in the large number
of fragments of glass bottles that were discovered in the post
abandonment deposits. These artefacts were all 20th-century
in date and relate to the use of the structure as part of the park.
Fragments of a number of old Irn Bru bottles and other soft
drinks were discovered as well as fragments of alcohol bottles.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER (intended)
Funder: East Renfrewshire Council and Heritage Lottery Funds
Parks for People
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Rouken Glen Walled Garden
Excavation
Phil Richardson, Jonathan Wordsworth and Paul Murtagh
NS 54687 58419 The excavation of a single test pit was
undertaken on 26 June 2014. The test pit, which measured
1.6m N–S by 1.2m E–W, was excavated over an area identified
on the basis of cartographic evidence as the location of the
glass house. The foundation cut for the glass house was
recorded below a deposit of made ground and demolition
material. The cut was 0.4m wide by 0.2m deep and ran in a
NE–SW direction below the baulk of the trench. The exposed
foundations were measured, drawn and photographed.
Further work would be required to investigate the date and
design of the glass house and the layout and construction of
the garden.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER (intended)
Funder: East Renfrewshire Council and Heritage Lottery Funds
Parks for People

The Devil’s Staircase, Rouken Glen
Fieldwalking
Paul Murtagh and volunteers
NS 54882 57892 A field survey undertaken in Rouken Glen
Park, 24–31 August 2014, discovered a carved anthropomorphic
figure at the site known locally as the ‘Devil’s Staircase’. The
carving, which is 0.2m long and 0.1m wide, takes the form of
a head of possible ‘Celtic’ design, though its date is unknown.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER (intended)
Funder: East Renfrewshire Council and Heritage Lottery Fund
Parks for People

EDINBURGH
Currie
Goodtrees Steading
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 15328 65590 An historic building survey was carried
out, on 11 October 2014, of Goodtrees Steading, just outside
of Balerno, in advance of development. The steading was
constructed in the early 19th century as three barns and a
farmhouse, which was joined by two other smaller barns in
the later 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Simon Thomson

Heriot–Watt University, Riccarton
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 16989 69216 A 5% evaluation was undertaken on 20
October 2014 in advance of the proposed construction of a
student residence at Heriot Watt. A total of 750 linear metres
were excavated across the 4.0ha site. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CgMs Consulting

Heriot–Watt University Research Park
Watching brief
Stephen Cox – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 16790 69728 A watching brief was undertaken, 10–30 July
2014, during groundworks associated with the construction of
a road extension in the research park. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heriot–Watt University

Malleny Park, Currie Rugby Football Club
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1670 6676 An evaluation was undertaken on 9 August
2014 in advance of the development of a new training pitch
on ground at Malleny Park. An evaluation of 1020m2 was
requested, but the presence of live services limited the area
available for assessment to 800m2. The machine excavation of
four trenches revealed that the area had been heavily truncated
during the construction of the current playing fields, with
modern drains spaced at regular 1m intervals. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Currie Rugby Football Club

Dalmeny

The ‘Devil’ from the Devil’s Staircase by Rookend Mill (Copyright
AaM, Archaeology Scotland)
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Cramond Old Brig
Standing building recording and watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1795 7546 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 6 May 2013 – 15 October 2014, in advance of,
during and after the renovations at Cramond Old Brig. A
watching brief was undertaken during the excavation of a
number of test pits on the surface of the bridge, which were
placed to identify the extent and survival of the drainage
spouts. Photographs were taken both before and after
consolidation work on the bridge.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

CITY OF EDINBURGH
Edinburgh
Abbeyhill Road, Edinburgh
Standing building recording and excavation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 32693 67422 A programme of historic building recording
and targeted excavation was carried out, April–June 2014,
prior to the construction of student accommodation at
Abbeyhill.
The historic building assessment recorded four separate
buildings across the site. These buildings were all associated
with a car dealership. The oldest of the buildings was a
converted tenement dating to the early 19th century. The
altered remains of a washhouse, established in 1922, were also
part of the complex. The two other buildings were purposely
built for the dealership in the 1970s.
The excavations were undertaken in two targeted areas. A
small area to the E side of the site revealed the foundations
of a 19th-century tenement building. A much larger area was
investigated to the W side of the site. The work in this area
recorded up to three earlier phases of activity. A few surviving
stone walls provided evidence of the earliest of these phases,
possibly relating to late 18th-century buildings. Four stonelined wells were also recorded, three of which were probably
associated with the establishment of a brewery on the site in
the early 19th century. A significant number of brick walls with
concrete foundations, plus a number of stone foundations,
were also thought to be associated with this phase. Further
walls and floors were linked to early 20th-century alterations
for a cinema. The fourth well was also linked with this phase,
and is thought to have been associated with the washhouse
established in 1922.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Watkin Jones

Adam Bothwell House
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25683 73639 An historic building survey was undertaken,
on 21 February 2014, of Adam Bothwell House, which is
a Category A listed building located at 3 Advocates Close.
This small building is a four-storey six- by three-bay building
reported to have been originally constructed in the early 17th
century. However, it was heavily renovated in c2000 and very
little of the original character of the building remains. Indeed,
the only interesting features left in the building consist of the
vaulted roof in the attic level and some decorative cornicing
over the central stairwell. The latter is unlikely to be 17thcentury in date and may possibly be a late 1980s copy of an
early cornice.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Chris Stewart Group

Alnwickhill Waterworks, Liberton
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 27198 68989 (centred on) A detailed measured, written
and photographic survey of the remains of the Alnwickhill
Waterworks was undertaken on 27 January 2014. The work
was carried out as part of work associated with a planned
large housing development on the site. The two main
buildings, which were the main subject of study, consisted
of two small outlet houses for the reservoirs. These were
constructed in a Classical style, and dated to the 1870s and
late 1880s respectively.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes Ltd

Barnton Avenue
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 198 756 A watching brief was carried out, 29 May – 2
December 2013, during ground-breaking work associated with
the construction of a house at 40 Barnton Avenue.
A large area, occupying a substantial proportion of the site,
had been excavated to a depth of c1.5m prior to the start of
development. Upon cleaning it became apparent that a number
of archaeological features were present in the W-facing section
of the trench. Two structural phases were identified, the later
structure consisting of two lime mortar-bonded sandstone walls
with a brick and sandstone slab floor and associated culvert.
Underlying one of the mortar-bonded walls was an earlier
clay bonded sandstone wall on a differing alignment. Isolated
from but possibly related to this earlier wall was a sandstone
slab hearth with an in situ ash deposit. These structures were
recorded in section, but as the current phase of work would
not impact upon them no further excavations were conducted.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Susan Stephen Architects on behalf of their client

Belford Road
Desk-based assessment, standing building recording and
evaluation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
NT 2417 7389 A programme of desk-based survey, building
recording and trial trenching was undertaken in January 2014
in advance of a proposed development at 3–4 Belford Road.
The site was found to retain ruinous architectural fragments
relating to the Dean Free Church. Established after 1843,
this building was in use as a church until 1890. Following
this period, the building was reused as a studio by several
distinguished sculptors and at this time was named ‘Dean
Studios’. In the mid-20th century it was used as a joinery yard.
It burnt down in 1954. Subsurface investigations identified
further elements relating to this building. A pair of gate posts
associated with the site was removed to East Lothian in 1992
(NT27SW 636).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Caledonian Trust PLC

Blackchapel Road
Evaluation and excavation
Tamlin Barton and Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 30920 71970 An evaluation and excavation were carried
out, 1 May – 30 June 2014, on the remains of the Niddrie
Fire Clay Works. It is understood that these works produced
items of sanitary ware, such as toilets and sinks etc, and
were in operation from the early to the mid-20th century. The
excavation identified a number of key features associated
with these industrial remains including kilns, a flue system, a
chimney base, a railway siding, surfaced external areas and a
number of buildings. An early kiln identified on the site was
of the circular beehive type, with larger rectangular downdraft
kilns being constructed as the works expanded. These
rectangular kilns appear to have been continually developed
and improved with three phases of flue system being evident.
The results of the excavation were in keeping with a sequence
of development and expansion as indicated on the OS map
editions from 1908–34.
Report: RCAHMS and City of Edinburgh Council SMR
Funder: Barratt East Scotland

Boroughmuir High School
Evaluation and watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
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NT 2413 7265 An evaluation and watching brief were
undertaken, 17–20 March 2014, in advance of the proposed
development of a new high school on land at Dundee Street
and Viewforth, Fountainbridge. The presence of excluded and
inaccessible areas meant that more than one third of the 1.0ha
site could not be evaluated. A total of seven trenches were
excavated covering 475m2 (c10%) of the available area. The
evaluation recorded no in situ features that could be deemed to
relate to the mid-19th-century ‘Viewforth Works’ identified in
archaeological works to the W of the current development area.
A watching brief on demolition works in the NE corner of
the site identified remnant sandstone wall foundations which
could be tied to features shown on later 19th-century OS maps.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Thomas and Adamson

Bridgend Chapel
Excavation
Louise Baker, Colm Moloney and Margaret Collingwood –
Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NT 27982 71007 An excavation was undertaken, 4–17 June
2014, in the vicinity of a possible medieval chapel at Bridgend
Farm, on behalf of the Greater Liberton Heritage Project
(GLHP), a voluntary local history group. The excavation
followed extensive historical research into the site by the
GLHP and a measured survey of the site, commissioned and
funded by Margaret Collingwood, in October 2013.
The work aimed to identify any deposits/features which
could indicate the use of the building and to recover dating
evidence for its construction and use. The deposits recorded
in the excavation trenches indicated activity in the area at the
time the chapel was constructed and in use and also activity
predating the chapel. Features included ground surfaces and
a stone-built well. The finds from the excavation included
fragments of pottery and floor tile of medieval date, and roof
tile of possible medieval date, both of which indicated activity
during the medieval period and the presence of a significant
building in the area. The remains of possible bedding for a
floor surface were recorded in the interior of the possible
chapel structure.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Greater Liberton Heritage Project with HLF sharing
heritage grant

Broomhills Road, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 27198 67690 An evaluation was undertaken, 11 August –
29 November 2014, in advance of a proposed development to
the E of Broomhills Road. The 10% evaluation of the c27ha site
consisted of trenching covering a total of 12195m across the
development area. Despite the high level of plough scarring
across the site, a cluster of shallow features was revealed at
the W edge of site behind the cottages on Broomhills Road.
The features were mainly curvilinear ditches set on various
alignments, all to the immediate W of a large natural hollow.
At least two ring ditches were recorded, and two of the
trenches revealed intercutting features, suggesting various
phases of use. Excavation of a percentage of the features did
not recover any artefacts, but charcoal was found within each
feature providing the possibility of radiocarbon dating.
Further N, in an isolated position, a large pit feature was
recorded, filled with deposits of heat affected soils. Again no
artefacts were found but charcoal was evident within the pit
deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service
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Canongate, Holyrood Road, St John Street and
W of Holyrood Road
Standing building survey, watching brief, evaluation and
excavation
Stuart Mitchell, Graeme Carruthers, Magnus Kirby, Ian Suddaby
and Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2632 7357 and NT 2636 7354 A programme of
archaeological work was undertaken, April 2013 – February
2014, in advance of development. An evaluation on land
62m W of 98 Holyrood Road identified one building along
the N side of the site, which is shown on the OS map of
1853, although it could have been built as early as the
late 18th century, as buildings are shown in this area
on Ainslie’s map of 1804. Additional work undertaken
during a watching brief revealed further evidence of the
buildings. The evidence from an excavation of the area
suggested the buildings had a commercial use and points
towards covered areas being used for animal stalling. The
buildings had survived because they were protected by
being terraced in to the hill side. The remains of recent
structures were uncovered to the S of the earlier building
remains. These were constructed from modern materials
and are first shown on the 1959 OS map of the area. It is
thought that these buildings were University of Edinburgh
staff accommodation.
The majority of archaeological investigation work took
place in the land between Canongate, Holyrood Road and
St John Street. An evaluation across the site established that the
depth of the natural subsurface varied across the site, with the
deeper soil deposits constrained to the southernmost part of
the site. Foundations and discontinuous interior surfaces of
19th-century brewery buildings survived close to the surface
in the eastern side of the southern end of the site. The remains
had been extensively damaged during their demolition and
later use of the site. No in situ deposits were identified and
the building remains were mostly covered in demolition
material. Possible garden soils of potentially medieval to postmedieval date were identified; although the survival of these
deposits was not uniform across the site, and the foundations
of structures could have comprehensively disturbed these
deposits in some areas. The car park and turning area at the
N end of the development site was found to consist of modern
made ground directly overlying natural.
A standing building survey of the former brewery wall
recorded all the significant architectural elements along both
sides of its full length. The boundary wall had been created by
demolishing a 19th-century brewery building to the required
height and then capping it with coping stones. The brick-built
walls at the E end of the wall appear to be later, and were
probably constructed during the early 20th century.
A watching brief and excavation recorded a wide array of
remains, which have shed light on the history of the area prior
to the building of the brewery during the 19th century. Several
phases of activity have been identified, concentrated along
the S of the site, where soil deposits were deeply stratified.
The soil deposits encountered on the site reflect both the
sloping nature of the topography and the historical activities
represented by the archaeological remains.
Linear boundaries were also identified; these consisted of a
series of E–W oriented ditches and a single large earth bank.
All of these features were located along the S edge of the site
and suggest the presence of a boundary which was subject to
periodic maintenance and modification; as one ditch filled up
another would be dug. The boundaries of the excavation area
prevented the full extent of the ditches from being established.
It is suspected that the original Canongate burgh boundary
approximately matched the current alignment of Holyrood
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Road and returned N roughly at the W end of development
Block LM. While none of the ditches could be observed
to confirm this pattern, a bank was seen, in plan, to curve
northwards at its W end. However, this could equally indicate
a terminus to the bank. Unfortunately prior disturbance had
removed any further evidence which might have answered
this question.
Low stone-built walls were encountered at several levels.
Most were insubstantial structures and it is difficult to conceive
them attaining any significant height; however, they could be
distinguished from drains, which were also present. The walls
were characterised by flat bases occasionally set into shallow
cuts with very compact stone fabric, in some cases clay
bonded. The drains were characterised by concave profiles
with loose and voided stones. The larger wall footings may
be the remnants of burgage plot walls and the less substantial
alignments may be those of plant beds.
Tanning activity was well represented in several phases in
the S of the site. In addition to the numerous tanning pits and
barrels, many pit fills contained a high proportion of horn
cores, which further reflects tanning activity. The location
of the tanning pits and other associated pits (possibly for
refuse or processing) reflects a desire to keep the noxious
character and substances of the tanning process away from
residential areas to the N of the site. The tanning area is also
immediately adjacent to Holyrood Road on the route from
the Cowgate.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Balfour Beatty

Castlehill
Watching brief
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2541 7348 A watching brief was undertaken, 25 October
2013 – 14 March 2014, during ground-breaking work associated
with the replacement of a low pressure gas main at Castlehill. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service

Causewayside
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26430 72046 An historic building survey was undertaken
on 15 July 2014 of the Paramount Printworks at 213
Causewayside in advance of their demolition. There are
presently six buildings on the site, five of which are in use
as a printworks and associated offices, and one of which is
currently redundant. They vary in size and date, with the
earliest dating to the early 19th century. An evaluation of the site
will be undertaken following the demolition of the buildings.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Eco-Res

Coates Crescent
Evaluation
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 243 734 An evaluation was undertaken on 16 December
2013 of a well discovered to the rear of 19 Coates Crescent
during redevelopment work. The well was of dry stone
construction and built using small to large sandstone blocks.
It measured 0.8m in diameter and was c5m deep.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: McLaren, Murdoch and Hamilton Chartered Architects

Medieval tanning tank (Copyright CFA Archaeology Ltd)
Canonmills, Edinburgh
Excavation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 25279 75000 An excavation was carried out, 27–29 August
2014, in advance of the construction of an extension to the
existing sales building at the BP Petrol Station, 23 Canonmills.
A small area, c11 x 6m, to the S of the existing building was
excavated to a depth of 0.75m below the existing level of the
forecourt. The removal of the overlying concrete slab revealed
a number of modern services cutting a layer of undifferentiated
made ground. The geological clay subsoil was revealed
in a small number of discreet areas. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: BP Oil (UK) Ltd

Comiston Roman Quest
Survey
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24225 68835 and NT 24755 68932 AOC Archaeology
Group provided professional support to a community led
archaeological project on the purported site of a Roman fort at
Fairmilehead. The work was undertaken with local community
groups over a weekend during August 2013 and consisted
of a test pit survey carried out with help from members of
the public. The test pits were located in two public parks,
Fairmilehead Park and Fairmilehead Knoll, and volunteer’s
private gardens. The project aimed to look for evidence of an
enclosure, which was first depicted on the Armstrong Map of
the Three Lothians and subsequently recorded as a supposed
Roman fort on the OS maps of 1855 and 1885.
The test pitting revealed that the area had been largely
truncated during the construction of housing and development
of the area during the first half of the 20th century. A solitary
flint flake attested to prehistoric use of the area; however, no
finds or features of Roman origin were recorded. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Archaeology Scotland

Craigmillar Castle and Gardens
Survey and evaluation
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 28933 70940 A metal detector survey and trial pitting
evaluation were carried out in February 2014 prior to the
proposed construction of a new footpath. The work was
considered sensitive as it is within the scheduled monument
of Craigmillar Castle and Gardens (SAM 90129). All of the finds
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recovered during the work were post-medieval and modern
in date, and were probably derived from modern rubbish
dumping and manuring of the adjacent fields of Craigmillar
Mains Farm.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: City of Edinburgh Council
Archaeology Service
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Crawley Tunnel, Burdiehouse Road
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2750 6788 An evaluation was undertaken, 17 January –
22 May 2014, prior to the redevelopment of a brownfield site
at Burdiehouse Road. The work consisted of the machine
excavation of a single trench positioned across the suspected
line of the early 19th-century Crawley Tunnel. The trench
was c0.8m wide by c3.2m deep and extended for nearly
13m. The trench contained a thin modern topsoil, overlying
c0.5–1.0m of redeposited clay over what appeared to be
natural clay subsoil, which at 3m became in situ weathered
bedrock. No trace of the Crawley Tunnel was recorded in the
trench and, beyond some disturbance in the upper 1.0m of
deposits, there was no indication that it had been removed.
The tunnel may lie outside the area investigated, which was
limited due to existing properties and trees. Alternatively,
the construction of the present residential properties, built
in the latter half of the 20th century may have removed all
trace of the tunnel.
A further two trenches were excavated during site clearance.
A 15" cast iron water main was noted at a depth of 2.5–3.0m
in both of the trenches. This lay slightly to the E of the line of
the Crawley Tunnel as shown on the OS map. No trace of any
superstructure around the pipe was noted.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: McLaren Murdoch and Hamilton

Dig Portobello
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Charlotte Douglas – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 30435 74291 An evaluation was undertaken, 29–31
August 2014, in and around the location of the former
Portobello ceramic industries. The work was commissioned
by the Portobello Heritage Trust in order to allow community
involvement.
A machine excavated trench and a series of hand excavated
test pits were excavated across two City of Edinburgh Council
owned land parcels. The evaluation identified evidence for the
surviving industrial buildings of the Portobello Pottery, plus
new evidence for the use of the area adjacent to the Promenade.
Part of the work involved a series of workshops and lectures,
which were held across the weekend, on geophysical survey,
ceramics and survey.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund

Dr Bell’s Swimming Pool, Great Junction Street
Watching brief
Hana Kdolska – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 267 760 A watching brief was undertaken, 9 April – 8
May 2014, during ground-breaking work associated with the
redevelopment of a single plot on the site of the former Dr
Bell’s Swimming Pool. Several brick foundations possibly
relating to the former Victorian saw mill known to occupy the
site were recorded as well as a single lime-mortared sandstone
wall of unknown date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Hardies LLP
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Dreghorn: Pentland Hills
Walkover survey
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 226 675 A walkover and condition survey were carried out,
12–15 February 2014, over the Dreghorn training ground to the
S of the Edinburgh bypass in advance of tree planting. The
survey visited a number of sites identified by the RCAHMS
and identified several previously unrecorded sites. It was also
noted that two boundary marker stones had been damaged
since the RCAHMS survey.
NT 22065 67823 (centred on) A series infilled slit trenches.
NT 21712 67772 (centred on) A series infilled slit trenches.
NT 21841 67854 A line of four shallow pits each c4m long by
2m wide with the remnants of spoil cast along the N edges of
the pits. These were recorded over a distance of 38.3m.
NT 21711 67694 A large slit trench 5m long by 2m wide and
1m deep with the remains of a timber frame and corrugated
iron sheeting.
NT 22922 67346 – NT 22988 67433 A series of infilled slit
trenches.
NT 22498 67175 A slightly curvilinear earthen bank
aligned cE–W, 3m wide, 1m high and visible over a distance
of 40m before disappearing into gorse bushes. The possible
remnant of an earlier field boundary or head dyke marking the
boundary between good in-bye and hill land.
NT 22047 67342 A quarry pit 8m in diameter and >1m deep.
Several small shallow scoops were visible to the immediate NE
and SW of the pit.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Woodland Trust Scotland

Duddingston Road West
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 28820 71770 A watching brief was undertaken, November
– December 2013, during construction work for a new Autism
Daycare and Respite Centre at 157 Duddingston Road West.
The work revealed evidence of late 19th- and early 20th-century
buildings relating to the former Castle Brewery. The remains
consisted of concrete and cobbled floor surfaces.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: City of Edinburgh Council
Archaeology Service
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

East Market Street and Cranston Street
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat and Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26178 73771 A programme of historic building survey
and evaluation was undertaken, on 2 April 2014, of a former
vehicle maintenance depot prior to its demolition and
redevelopment. The main skeleton of the exterior of the
depot consisted of a much earlier 19th-century building.
These walls, the exterior walls to East Market Street and
Cranston Street, appear to have been part of a school
building that previously existed on the site. The school
was demolished in the 20th century and the maintenance
depot was constructed using the exterior stone walls with
internal breeze block walling and steel framing supporting a
corrugated steel and asbestos roof.
A total of three trenches, covering 87.1m2, were excavated
within the depot. The fill of the trenches indicated that the
development area had been terraced at some point in the
recent past, probably during the construction of the depot.
This terracing had cut into the natural glacial deposits and left
the area archaeologically sterile.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Gleeds Management Services
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Edinburgh Castle: Governor’s House (Governor’s Yard)
Excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2508 7347 An excavation was carried out, 2 December
2013 – 15 January 2014, in the Governor’s Yard, just to the rear
(W) of the mid-18th-century Governor’s House, which is just
W of the winding approach road leading up to Foog’s Gate and
the upper citadel of the castle.
The bedrock showed only limited evidence of modification.
Examination of the space under the tunnel accessing the yard
from the E showed substantial areas of bedrock visible. This
dropped near vertically to the N, and probably reflects the
construction of the Governor’s House, although this is likely
to be an enhancement of the existing rock formation, rather
than an entirely new creation. Features were seen which were
certainly of an older date than the features associated with the
construction of the Governor’s House, but it was not possible
to determine their date on the basis of the available evidence.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Edinburgh Castle: Johnston Terrace
Watching brief
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2511 7339 A watching brief was carried out, 2–4 December
2013, during the excavation of two trenches in advance of the
installation of a new rock fall barrier on the N side of Johnston
Terrace. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.

of the works to install water towers were carried out in the
mid-19th century, with further work on new water towers in
the early 1900s.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop, Hawthornvale
Watching brief
Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 25751 76802 A watching brief was carried out, 2–20
September 2013, during groundworks associated with the
construction of new buildings for the Edinburgh Sculpture
Workshop. The site was considered of interest as prior to
being renamed Hawthornvale in 1869, the area was known as
Claypotts. This name was derived from that of a local farm, but
may point to the area being used as a source of clay for nearby
potteries serving Edinburgh and Leith. Later, during the 19th
century, the site became part of the North British Railway.
No evidence of any clay pits were identified but a series of 13
railway sleepers were identified, and these could have formed
part of the sidings shown on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps
of the area.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: City of Edinburgh Council SMR
Funder: Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop

Edinburgh Castle: National War Memorial
Watching brief and evaluation
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2515 7348 In response to water ingress within the W
half of the N side of the Scottish National War Memorial, an
irregular area of concrete screed at the base of the outside
face of the N wall was removed in stages under archaeological
supervision. The work which was undertaken, 3 March – 30
September 2014, showed that the concrete extended W, along
the full length of the N wall from its junction with the centrally
placed semi-octagonal apse. The present building is the latest
in a series of major structures on the same site and was built
between 1924 and 1927.
The concrete was a single and extremely compacted deposit
filling a series of shallow declivities within the bedrock. These
were the result of clearance and quarrying activities associated
with a small complex of early 19th-century service structures
including a cookhouse and washhouse, which lay immediately
N of the 18th-century barrack block, which was partly recycled
to create the present Scottish National War Memorial.

Edmonstone Estate
Watching brief and standing building survey
Alan Hunter Blair and Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 299 699 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 5 August – 29 November 2013, during work
associated with the creation of a new, 850m long by 8m
wide, access road. During the watching brief numerous
historic mineshafts were recorded towards the E end of the
development area. Clay bonded walls, an earthen bank, a
partly subterranean stone-built structure, linear ditches and
possible relict trackways were found towards the centre of
the development area, along with numerous culverts and
rubble drains. Towards the eastern side of the development
area the remnants of five demolished buildings were recorded;
these appeared to be associated with a walled garden. Several
features of potential significance regarding the development
of the estate and former use of the walled garden, including a
possible estate boundary wall and trackway, were uncovered
within the Eight Acre Field. The standing building survey noted
several features which probably related to an incorporated
heating system and changing use of the garden. The evaluation
also identified the remains of a heated glasshouse structure
inside the walled garden.
No sign of the putative medieval moated enclosure, which is
supposed to have previously occupied the site of the mansion
house, was found but the clay-bonded walls and linear ditch
features may bear testament to medieval activity on the site.

Edinburgh Castle: Water Towers (near Foog’s Gate)
Excavation and survey
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2512 7349 An integrated programme of test trenching,
standing building recording and survey over exposed areas of
bedrock was completed at intervals between 5 June and 25
November 2013.
The earliest features recorded were traces of eroded rock-cut
features comprising slots and crudely-squared cuts thought
to predate mid-16th-century masonry. The masonry and other
remnants of defensive features were thought to range from the
mid-16th century to the late 18th century, over which the first

Gardner’s Crescent, Edinburgh
Standing building recording and watching brief
Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology
NT 24551 72973 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 13 February 2013 – 12 February 2014, during the
demolition of 38 Gardner’s Crescent. A desk-based assessment
and standing building survey were carried out prior to the
work with additional recording and monitoring during the
demolition. A watching brief was undertaken during groundbreaking work following the buildings removal.
Cartographic evidence indicates that an L-plan warehouse
was built on a greenfield site between 1836 and 1851. The

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Meary Voar/Wintertree Software Inc
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building surveyed in 2013 incorporated the L-plan building,
which had been constructed in two phases. Phase 1 consisted
of a four storey, three bay, N–S aligned range with loft, which
fronted onto the W side of Gardner’s Crescent. This structure
was utilitarian in character and built of rubble masonry
sandstone with well-tooled unornamented dressings. Phase
2 consisted of an extension to the N and a westerly running
jamb. The similarity in construction suggests Phase 2 followed
on very rapidly from the original build. A third phase of work
was undertaken in the early 20th century. This consisted of
the infilling of the court to the SW to form a larger structure,
which was approximately square in plan and unified beneath
a single new timber roof, partially supported by steel framing.
The building was converted from a warehouse to offices in
c1980.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Madlin and Madison

Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh
Evaluation and watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair and Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 284 694 An evaluation consisting of 10% of the 0.77ha site
and a subsequent watching brief were carried out, 24 March –
20 August 2014, on the site of demolished warehouses at 376
Gilmerton Road prior to redevelopment of the site. Cobble
and brick floor surfaces along with a sandstone wall and a
brick built cellar area were recorded during the evaluation.
Deep deposits of infill and demolition debris, >4.1m deep,
were found at the NW end of the development area. This is
the potential location of the core of the 18th-century Moredun
Mill, which is shown near this location on an OS map of 1894.
During the watching brief further brick walls, of probable
mid-20th-century date, were recorded, as well as a deposit of
early 20th-century ceramic material originating from a local
pottery (the Holyrood Pottery).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: ALDI Stores Ltd

Harvesters Way, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Richard Tuffin – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 20017 69683 Research had identified that a quarry,
dating to at least the mid-19th century, had previously
occupied the site of the proposed development. An
evaluation was undertaken in December 2013 which aimed
to locate the site of the quarry, with a view to understanding
the impacts of any future development. The evaluation
determined that outcropping stone marked the site of the
quarry, matching the area identified by the research. The
excavation of trenches established that the ground in front
of the outcrop had been affected by the construction of a
tower block in the late 1970s, and that the deep concrete and
brick footings had caused a high level of disturbance across
the site. No evidence of the quarry survived in the proposed
development area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: City of Edinburgh
Archaeology Service
Funder: Places for People

Haymarket Station
Standing building recording and watching brief
Jürgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 23992 73179 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, September 2012 – April 2014, during a major
capacity enhancement project at Haymarket Station. The
watching brief concentrated on the site of a former car park to
the W of the main station building and recorded a number of
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features relating to the 19th-century railway station, including
an earlier railway alignment and foundations for adjacent
platforms and buildings. The potential for earlier remains was
found to be very low due to substantial truncation caused by
the construction and expansion of the railway during the midto late 19th century.
The historic building recording documented many changes
made to the ground floor, basement and sub-basement of the
existing station building and a series of rooms adjacent to
Platform 4. These could mostly be tied to major renovations
in 1894 and 1984.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Morgan Sindall

Holyrood Park: Meadowbank Lodge
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2780 7408 A watching brief was carried out on 25
October 2013 during an excavation over drains and services
on the E and S sides of Meadowbank Lodge. The excavation
recorded evidence of recent landscaping and drainage
efforts in the form of levelling material and pipes. It seems
likely that the property was constructed on an artificial
terrace or platform over a massive dump of stone. These
in turn probably represent measures to raise the property
footings above naturally wet and boggy ground at the foot of
the adjacent slope.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Huntly House Museum Courtyard
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 2643 7377 An evaluation undertaken, 4–8 August 2014,
consisting of three hand excavated test pits each 1.5 x 1.0m and
located along the length of the courtyard to the rear of Huntly
House recorded a limited number of features. By the western
boundary wall in Trench 3 a midden pit was found containing
fragments of glazed and unglazed Scottish White Gritty Ware
pottery; this probably dates from the medieval period and may
be associated with an earlier layout of property boundaries.
A putative kerb or paving remnant and posthole recorded in
Trench 2 may be associated with more recent activity on the
site. Shallow make-up deposits were found overlying natural
subsoil towards the N end of the site and buried garden soils
survived to the S of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Edinburgh City Council

James Gillespie’s Primary School
Evaluation and watching brief
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25071 72171 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, November – December 2013, prior to and during
redevelopment of the school. An evaluation had established
that the Bruntsfield House ice house would be affected by the
proposed development. A subsequent excavation revealed
that the ice house survived with minimum truncation and
consisted of an almost intact circular sandstone structure,
5.5m in diameter with a corbelled roof and an elongated
entrance-way running in from the N. The structure was 4.0m
deep and contained a sloping sandstone flag floor with a
central iron grate. The ice house had been infilled to roof level
with demolition debris.
A later ancillary structure or garden feature, consisting of
a flag-stone floor, blocking wall and existing boundary walls
was found to be integrated with the entrance of the ice house.

CITY OF EDINBURGH

The remains of a heavily truncated brick-built well were
observed during groundworks. The well had been infilled with
demolition material and survived to a visible depth of 2.5m.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Morrison Construction

Kew Terrace, West Coates
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2319 7317 An evaluation was undertaken on 22 May 2014
of a proposed development site at Kew Terrace. A total of
three trenches, covering 25 linear metres were excavated. A
substantial deposit of made ground and demolition material
covered the site, but no remains associated with the 19thcentury industrial development of the site were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: McLaren, Murdoch and Hamilton Chartered Architects

King’s Stables Road
Desk-based assessment, standing building recording and
evaluation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2515 7331 A desk-based and historic building assessment
plus an evaluation were carried out, 23 April – 16 May 2014,
at 8–20 King’s Stables Road. The building survey identified
the possible remains of 18th-century buildings, plus the
upstanding remains of 19th-century stables and a slaughter
house. The evaluation identified further surviving remains of
the slaughter house. Test pits excavated below these remains
and within the existing courtyard encountered a 0.5m thick
layer of humic soil 1.5m below ground level. Below the
buried soil was a layer of colluvial clayey loam to a maximum
excavated depth of 3.1m. Bedrock was only encountered in
one test pit 1.7m below the current surface.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Edinburgh City Council

Lauriston Castle
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 203 761 A watching brief was carried out, February – March
2014, during excavations associated with the installation
of a new water main around Lauriston Castle. A number of
features were observed which were related to the drainage and
use of the surrounding landscaped gardens. These included
two stone-surfaced paths, a rubble filled drain, three stone
slab-covered drains and a possible wall foundation.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and
RCAHMS
Funder: RPS

Logie Green Road, Edinburgh
Excavation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2548 7520 An excavation was carried out, 31 November
– 17 December 2013, prior to development of Block A1 at
Logie Green Road. The work consisted of the removal of
all overburden across the development area (c1600m2)
down to formation levels. The excavations exposed shallow
spreads of homogenised soils, resulting from cultivation
immediately above the geological sediments, although most
of these deposits had been truncated by later 17th- to 19thcentury activity.
Work was focused on the remains of a mill lade which
flowed from the Water of Leith to the west. The lade may be
17th-century in date and is possibly contemporary with a small
stone-lined well and a partially surviving stone structure.

The dating evidence from the fill of the lade suggests that it
had ceased operation by the late 19th century. A number of
later 20th-century features were also recorded across the site,
including layers of demolition material and redeposited soils,
which formed levelling layers above the recorded features.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Watkin Jones

Malta Court
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24586 74707 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken, 18 February – 24 March 2014, during
work associated with a new development at Malta Court.
The work included an historic building survey of the existing
Malta House (NT 24615 74721) to the N of the site prior to
its renovation and the adjacent two-storey outbuildings block
(NT 24591 74639) prior to its demolition, together with a 10%
evaluation of the development area.
There has been a building in the position of the present
Malta House since at least the 18th century. At some time
between 1804 and 1817 the layout of the house changed and
it may have been rebuilt or heavily extended. The building
continued to expand in the 19th century, and was perhaps
rebuilt or substantially altered in the early 19th century. The
interior of the house has been heavily modernised, although
some original/early features remain, including the decorative
ceilings in some of the main ground floor rooms and a marble
fireplace in the downstairs lounge.
The outbuildings date from 1852–1876. They originally
extended up to the main SW boundary of the site, although this
block has now been demolished. The outbuildings consisted
of a row of roughcast rendered stone rubble buildings with
seven separate spaces on the ground floor and one large space
on the first floor.
An evaluation, consisting of 47.5 linear metres of trenches,
was undertaken on the garden area in front of the house. This
work recorded a small deposit of demolition rubble to the E side,
which was probably associated with the building of the house.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: s1 Developments

Marchmont Road
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 25490 72404 A ground resistance survey was carried out,
on 23 February 2014, in the back garden of 23 Marchmont
Road. The data revealed that parts of the air raid shelter
concrete roof had fallen in, or had been removed, but much of
it remains in situ. A further survey at 0.5m pitch showed more
detail. The probable roof area measured 6.4 x 3.7m. There may
be an entrance at the bottom right, recorded as an area of lower
resistance. Another possible shelter was located c16m to the N.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Jay Carlyle, Grampian Speleological Group and
Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

McDonald Road, Edinburgh
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25907 75378 An historic building survey was undertaken
on 16 April 2014 of the former Broughton Higher Grade School,
and later City of Edinburgh Council office, at 154 McDonald
Road prior to its renovation.
The building was constructed in 1903 on the site of the
18th-century Blanfield House, which was demolished in the
1890s, as a higher grade school together with another school
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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building (presently the Broughton Primary School) to the S.
It was most recently used as offices for the City of Edinburgh
Council, although it has been abandoned for some time. The
original layout of the building had not been greatly altered, as
the larger classrooms were kept open plan when converted to
offices. Despite its constant use throughout the 20th century
and into the 21st century, the building retained many of the
original characteristics of an Edwardian building, including
the white glazed tiled walls, the tall generously fenestrated
windows and doorways and timber paneling.

NT 26281 73745 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 23–24 October 2014, prior to and during the
development of the former Sailors Ark building (5 New Street)
and the adjacent tenements at 221–229 Canongate. The work
will see the demolition of the former 1930s built structures,
with the exception of the façades to Canongate and New Street,
which will be retained.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Kingsford Developments

Murano Place, Edinburgh
Excavation
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2260 7495 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 18 June – 26 August 2014, during the construction
of two buildings. The excavations focused on two separate
blocks of land, which formed the footprints of the buildings.
Block A contained a comprehensive set of building remains
These remains reflected use of the site for pre-industrial
agricultural activity through to the construction and
subsequent demolition of modern buildings on the site.
Block B contained a fairly modern set of remains from mid20th century industrial activity. Nothing of archaeological
interest could be located below this layer, and the site
appeared to have been severely truncated and backfilled in
modern times.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Oglivie

General view of the former Sailors Ark building on the Canongate
and New Street from the SW
There have been buildings on the site as far back as the postmedieval period, with the Caltongate gasworks dominating the
site to the immediate N of the development area. However, the
present buildings on the site were constructed in the 1930s.
The façades to Canongate were built in a stone rubble style
to fit in with the medieval character of the rest of the street,
although the side elevation of the Sailor Ark to New Street and
rear elevations are brick, with the tenements dominated by a
concrete balcony to the rear.

Newcraighall North
Watching brief, evaluation and excavation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 31933 72068 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 29 May – 25 July 2014, on a 8ha site in advance
of a residential development. The majority of the features
recorded across the site related to mining activity. The majority
of the features took the form of small steep sided, sub-rounded
pits, with a number of larger mining shafts, arranged in three
discrete linear alignments across the site. The presence of coal
in the silty fill of a large culvert, recorded towards the E end of
the development area, suggests the culvert may also have been
associated with the coal mining industry. The quantity, date
and spatial distribution of the remaining features recorded
suggest a predominance of 19th- to 20th-century activity across
the development area.
While it was not possible to date many of the features, it
is likely that they predominantly relate to post-medieval and
early modern activity, though a small amount of medieval
pottery may potentially reflect medieval coal mining or
residual activity. Remnants of broad rig cultivation marks
were visible across all parts of the site. No evidence to
suggest prehistoric activity was found on the site, although
the truncated remains of two curvilinear ditches and a
linear ditch may be remnants of an earlier field system,
possibly dating from the medieval period. A possible ha-ha
or proto-ha-ha found traversing the site on a roughly E–W
alignment may be part of a designed landscape associated
with Brunstane House to the N.

Niddrie Mill Primary School
Standing building recording and evaluation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 3019 7179 A programme of historic building recording and
trial trenching was undertaken, 7–9 July 2014, at Niddrie Mill
Primary School in advance of development work. The area was
considered to be sensitive due to its proximity to the Niddrie
Burn. One undated linear ditch cut into the natural subsoil was
recorded during the evaluation. This feature may represent
the remains of a mill lade or water channel. A number of late
20th-century brick foundation walls were also recorded. The
assessment of the 19th-century school building identified
several phases of construction. A photographic record was
produced of a listed memorial cross, which is located in front
of the school.

New Street (Sailors Ark) and Canongate
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group

Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Helen Lucas Architects per Mrs J Megarry and
Mr K Bloomer

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barratt East Scotland
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Artisan Estates

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: CCG (Scotland) Ltd

Old Church Lane, Duddingston
Watching brief
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 28471 72677 A watching brief was carried out in November
2013 during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of a new extension at 6 Old Church Lane. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.

CITY OF EDINBURGH
Peffermill Road, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2830 7150 A watching brief was carried out, 9 June – 1
July 2014, during ground-breaking work associated with the
creation of football pitches at 136 Peffermill Road, Edinburgh.
The excavation of drainage and cable trenches recorded no
finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: SAC Consulting

Pilton Avenue
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 22939 76080 An historic building survey was carried out
on 29 April 2014 of the former Ainslie Park High School and
(later) Telford College at 347A Pilton Avenue, prior to the
buildings partial demolition and renovation. The site of East
Pilton Farm, which was settled from at least the 17th century
and was demolished to make way for the school, lies to the
E. The school was constructed in 1939–1949 on previously
undeveloped land. The buildings were constructed in an Art
Deco style with a main block plus a central courtyard and a
smaller gymnasium to the E.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Miller Homes

another. Both were preserved in situ. One small fragment of
post-medieval reduced ware was also recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh

Royal Edinburgh Hospital, Morningside
Evaluation and standing building recording
Rob Engl and Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24126 71120 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken, 24–26 March 2014, as part of the phase 1
redevelopment of the Royal Edinburgh Hospital. The
development area associated with this phase consists of open
land situated on the remains of the previous hospital grounds.
A 10% (5500m) evaluation of the 5ha site was requested;
however, this was reduced by c50% to 1472m2 due to the
presence of live services, mature trees, a mature orchard,
allotments and buildings currently in use. The evaluation
established that the N part of the site had been built up with
made ground. An original agricultural topsoil was present
across the majority of the site. This was overlain by a more
recent garden soil related to the hospital grounds.
An historic building recording survey was undertaken on
two buildings prior to their demolition. They consisted of a
bowling pavilion, constructed between 1948–1969, with a later
addition by 1972; and the Scottish Ambulance Centre, the W
wing of which was constructed 1965–1972, with a later 1990s
extension to the E.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Morrison Construction Ltd

General view of the redundant former Telford College at
Pilton Avenue
Princes Street Gardens
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar and Nick Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25235 73541 A watching brief was carried out, 9–11 June
2014, during the excavation of a 10m long, 2m wide and 2.2m
deep trench during remediation work on a public footpath
between the Castle Esplanade and Princes Street Gardens
following a land slip.
The excavations initially uncovered a deep deposit of made
ground used to create the flat terrace for the footpath. When
scanned for metal objects three musket balls and a brass button
were recovered from this material. Beneath this material the
natural steep slope of the hillside was recorded below a buried
deposit of topsoil containing medieval and post-medieval
ceramics. Although several artefacts of varying date were
discovered, no cut features or structures were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Royal College of Surgeons
Watching brief
Hana Kdolska – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2597 7325 A watching brief was undertaken, 1–12
September 2014, during ground-breaking works associated
with redevelopment work. The excavation uncovered one
stone and mortar culvert and confirmed the presence of

Royal Museum, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 258 733 A watching brief was carried out on 16 April
2013 on trial pits excavated around the foundations of the
Royal Museum entrance steps. The trial pitting was carried
out to inform a programme of repair to the steps, which were
subsiding. The work established that the foundations were
generally constructed on deposits likely to represent former
topsoil. However, in Trial Pit 4 the foundations were constructed
over a brick wall and perpendicular stone wall topped by an
iron girder. The form and function of these structures could
not be established due to their limited exposure, although the
stone wall may represent the continuation of a vaulted culvert
exposed during previous monitoring.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: CECAS
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Saughton Hall Park
Evaluation and standing building recording
Rob Engl and Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 22036 71905 (Saughton Hall), NT 22002 71954
(outbuildings) and NT 22068 71979 (sundial) A programme
of archaeological work was undertaken, 30 June – 18 July
2014, on the site of the former Saughton Hall House and its
associated historic gardens. The work formed part of the
development phase of a Parks for People HLF application to
restore Saughton Park.
Six evaluation trenches were excavated across the site of
the former Saughton Hall House which was demolished in the
1950s. The trenches revealed numerous sandstone foundations
and lime mortared floor levels relating to the building and
its subsequent development and destruction. The probable
truncated remains of the original 17th-century courtyard
were also uncovered to the W of the area. A substantial small
finds assemblage was recovered reflecting all periods of the
house’s occupation. The assemblage was largely composed
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Volunteers helping with the excavations on the site of the former Saughton Hall House (see page 79)
of 18th- and 19th-century ceramics, glass and metalwork. Two
sherds of Scottish reduced ware were identified relating to the
initial 17th-century occupation of the house.
A written and photographic record of the remaining derelict
outbuildings to the N of the former house site was also
produced. This established the general extent and preliminary
phasing of the stable block and coach house once associated
with the house and its estate.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Shrubhill, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2646 7506 An evaluation was undertaken, 26 November
2013 – 16 June 2014, in advance of a proposed development on
the former City of Edinburgh Council buildings at Shrubhill.
The development area consists of brownfield land situated on
the W edge of the Leith Walk.
Four trenches covering 122 linear metres were excavated.
The work established that the area had undergone significant
truncation to a depth of three metres. Natural deposits of clay
and sand were recorded in all trenches. No archaeological
remains were discovered within the evaluation trenches;
however, a surviving segment of cobbled and railed road,
probably relating to the Victorian era Middlefield Coach Works
was observed in the NW of the area, incorporated into the
existing ground surface. The rails were cleaned and recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ziggurat (Shrubhill) LLP
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South Gayfield Lane, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 260 745 A watching brief was carried out on 16 May 2014
during ground-breaking work associated with an extension to
the Khushis Restaurant, South Gayfield Lane. The inspection
recorded several foundation trenches containing a made
ground overlying a sterile deposit of redeposited clay and
crushed sandstone. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Mohammed (Khushis Restaurant)

South Gyle Wynd, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1932 7203 An evaluation was undertaken, 7–9 July 2014,
prior to the construction of housing. A total of nine trenches,
covering c10% (1600m2) of the available land, were machine
excavated across the site. The work recorded a series of drains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Persimmon Homes East Scotland

Tofthill, Gilmerton, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 29155 68560 A watching brief was undertaken on 7 July
2014 during topsoil stripping ahead of the construction of a
house at 31 Tofthill. A single L-shaped trench, measuring 12
x 8m, was excavated across the accessible part of the building
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footprint. The area was restricted due to the presence of live
services. A number of furrows and field drains relating to postmedieval agricultural activity were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr J Foster

Victoria Primary School, Newhaven
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2260 7495 An evaluation was undertaken, 25–26 January
2014, on a proposed redevelopment within the existing
playground of the school. A total of two trenches, covering 26
linear metres, were excavated. Two crouched inhumations of
probable early prehistoric date were revealed. An overlying
buried soil of probable medieval date and modern brick
foundations were also recorded. Small finds included skeletal
material and associated prehistoric pot sherds. A single body
sherd of medieval white gritty ware was recovered from the
buried soil.
Given that the evaluation revealed the archaeological
remains of two inhumations of probable prehistoric date
further investigations, to define the extent of the burials within
the limits of the development and to fully excavate the existing
examples, were recommended.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Morrison Construction

Walker Street, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24332 73519 A well was uncovered on 27 August 2014 to the
rear of the property at 6 Walker Street, during ground-breaking
work associated with the redevelopment of the property. Half
exposed to the N side, the well measured 0.73m by c0.82m,
was c6.2m deep, and located 0.93m below the level of the
present tarmac car park. The well probably dates from the
establishment of the tenements in Walker Street, 1805–1812.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: McLaren, Murdoch and Hamilton Chartered Architects

Wellington Place and St Andrew Place, Leith
Excavation and watching brief
Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 27099 75927 A programme of hand excavation and
monitoring was undertaken in July 2013 at the corner of
Wellington Place and St Andrew Place. The work was carried
out in response to the discovery of human bone during the
installation of new street lighting ducts. Several bones, which
had been dislodged by a mechanical excavator, were recovered.
An area of c9m2 was excavated by hand in spits to a total
depth of 0.8m below pavement level. The material removed
consisted principally of made ground deposits, heavily
truncated by a number of service trenches. Relatively
undisturbed beach sand was encountered in places from
c0.65m below pavement level. Disarticulated human bone was
encountered sporadically throughout the made ground and
service trenches.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

West Park Place, Edinburgh
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 23914 73003 An historic building survey and evaluation
of a former post office building, picture house and garages
located at West Park Place were undertaken, 28–29 November
2013 and 5 February 2014, prior to demolition (Nos 4 and 4A)

and renovation (No 5).
The area was formerly part of the Easter Dalry Estate and
consisted of a cultivated landscape up to the 1860s and 1870s
when this area of Edinburgh was subject to a large amount
of industrial development. The huge Caledonian Distillery
was built to the N of the site (now demolished) and industrial
buildings, including a cabinet works, were constructed within
the development area. These were largely swept away in the
Edwardian period, when warehouses (No 4) were built on the
site (possibly an expansion of the Distillery), together with a
two-storey post office building in red brick (No 5) and a picture
house (No 4A). There has been a fair amount of modernisation
of all buildings, especially the warehouses, due to their most
recent use as a car garage for hire car company Avis.
The evaluation was undertaken after the demolition of the
buildings to floor-slab level. The evaluation recorded deposits
of made ground ranging from 0.70–1.25m in depth. Several
brick foundation walls of buildings, visible on the OS map of
1877, were recorded. These walls were apparently incorporated
into later structures shown on the OS maps of 1894 and 1908.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Park Place LLP

Woodcroft Telephone Exchange
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24919 71588 An historic building survey was undertaken on
9 January 2014 of the former Woodcroft Telephone Exchange
at 2 Pitsligo Road prior to its demolition. The building was
constructed in 1958–60 and was a prime example of post-war
public architecture. It was a multi-bay, two- to four-storey,
cross-shaped building with a concrete superstructure, set in
the grounds of a former 19th-century estate and country house,
which was demolished to make way for it.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Queensbury Properties Ltd

Woodhall House, Woodhall Road
Evaluation
James Lewis and Tamlin Barton – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 19717 68352 An evaluation was undertaken, June 2013
– May 2014, prior to the construction of an extension to the
17th-century Category B Woodhall House, at 184 Woodhall
Road. The building is rubble-built and had three-storeys, but
was recast as a late Georgian castellated two-storey mansion
with basement in c1815. The areas of the extension, garage and
the sunken garden were investigated by a combination of a
monitored strip and trial trenching evaluation.
The evaluation recorded the footings of a broad stone wall,
which runs to the S of and parallel to a garden wall and is first
shown on the OS map of 1895. No wall is shown on the OS
map of 1853 and it seems probable that the wall footings relate
to the garden boundaries of an earlier phase of the house.
The monitored strip established that various deposits
of made ground have been dumped to the N of Woodhall
House over the last two centuries. These deposits extended
the house grounds by raising and levelling an area which
would have naturally sloped down to the Water of Leith.
As the natural geology was not recorded on this side of
the house, it appears that this slope was originally very
steep. The lower dumped deposits, which contained
domestic refuse (oyster shell, coal and charcoal) and lime
mortar, appear to have been created in the 19th century
or earlier. It seems likely that they were deposited when
the house was converted into a late Georgian mansion.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Lorn MacNeal Architects per Mr and Mrs M Robertson
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Edinburgh/Penicuik
Water of Leith Flood Prevention Scheme
Standing building recording, walkover and photographic
surveys, watching brief, excavation and evaluation
Stuart Mitchell and Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 1692 6352 – NT 2570 7567 Various archaeological surveys
and works were undertaken, March 2009 – March 2011, prior
to construction works for the Water of Leith Flood Prevention
Scheme.
A targeted photographic survey was undertaken before
the start of the flood prevention work. The details of the
construction, materials and character of the structures in
place at the reservoirs were clarified by this survey.
The sluice gate at the entrance to a lade running along the
W bank of the Bavelaw Burn was recorded. A test pit was
excavated but did not identify evidence of an earlier structure
below the surviving sluice gate, although natural was not
reached. An alignment of stones was revealed in the test pit,
lying on the surface of a stony clay deposit; however, it seems
likely that this deposit was redeposited natural and that the
stones were part of infill deposited around the piers following
construction.
A desk-based assessment and evaluation in St Mark’s Park
showed that no archaeological remains or deposits were at
risk from the proposed site compound. The area is landscaped
with avenues of trees and was possibly in use as allotments
during the late 19th century and first half of the 20th century.
An evaluation established that the park is landscaped on a
base of deep deposits of ash and refuse. Anecdotal evidence
and examination of bottles recovered from the deposits
indicate that the ground was made up by ash and refuse
during the early 1950s.
A walkover survey around Harlaw and Threipmuir
Reservoirs and at Bavelaw Marsh identified sites that were
exposed while the water level was artificially lowered for
engineering works. A total of 23 previously unrecorded sites
within the Threipmuir Reservoir margin and 1 site within
Bavelaw Marsh were identified. A total of nine features were
subject to further investigation at Threipmuir Reservoir.
The site identified within Bavelaw Marsh was the remains
of an avenue of trees representing a former landscape
feature. Some of the sites identified at Threipmuir Reservoir
predate the reservoir, while some have been built since
its construction. Sites which were not subject to further
investigation included a curvelinear spread of stones, which
is a possible sheepfold; the continuation of a dry stone wall;
the line of a fence and the remains of a dry stone wall or fence
line. Several sites were probably constructed by recreational
users of the reservoir, these include, the remains of a possible
jetty, a temporary angling platform, two clearance cairns or
cairns and seven possible breakwaters. One of the cairns was
investigated, but its purpose and date remain unclear. It may
have been built as a boat anchorage contemporary or postdating the construction of the reservoir. Two of the possible
breakwaters were also investigated, but their purpose and date
remain unclear, though they may be associated with angling
activities contemporary with or post-dating the construction
of the reservoir. Two brick and sandstone structures,
possible pier bases, contemporary with the construction of
the reservoirs were identified. One was investigated, but its
brick construction and the associated ashlar and surrounding
concrete blocks suggest it is of no great antiquity. The sites
that predate the construction of the reservoir include the
foundations of possible temporary structures, which further
excavation found to be the remains of dry stone walls, which
form part of a wider field boundary system, and the possible
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remains of roads or tracks were confirmed by excavation.
A possible haystack stand was also investigated and its
identification as a haystack stand associated with earlier
farming was confirmed.
A watching brief carried out at Threipmuir Dam, Harlaw
Dam, Easter Bavelaw Causeway and Black Springs Bund
further clarified details of the construction, materials and
character of the structures; no features or remains predating
the construction of the reservoirs were identified.
Further archaeological watching briefs were carried out
during ground-breaking works along Warriston Road. The
excavation uncovered a cobbled surface overlying a concrete
raft. The uniform cobbles were probably relaid in the recent
past, given the high level of sub-surface disturbance caused
by the modern services below. Disturbance from a network
of underground services between the current ground surface
and the limit of excavation rendered the preservation of in situ
archaeological remains as highly unlikely. Further evidence
of ground disturbance/make-up was the mixed sequence of
made ground or service trench backfill which formed the
bulk of the recorded deposits. This activity was interpreted as
evidence of 19th- to 20th-century infrastructure improvements.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Kirkliston
Kirkliston Nursery School
Watching brief
Thomas Bradley-Lovekin and Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology
Group
NT 12462 74754 A watching brief was undertaken on 14 April
2014 during work associated with the construction of a small
extension to Kirkliston Nursery School. The work identified
no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Smith Scott Mullan Associates

Kirkliston Primary School, Carmel Road
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 12036 74546 An evaluation was undertaken on 31 July
2014 on the site of Kirkliston Primary School. The trenches
were focused on the southern development area (phase 1), as
investigating phases 2 and 3 would have involved disturbing
tarmac surfaces and soft landscaping due to be used by school
pupils during the school term.
The excavated trenches covered 115m and established that
the area had been previously stripped and dumped on during
the initial school construction. No significant archaeological
finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service

Scania Workshop, Newbridge
Watching brief
Hana Kdolska – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1239 7222 A watching brief was carried out on 8 May 2014
during ground-breaking work associated with an extension to
an existing workshop. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scania Ltd

Volkswagen Edinburgh
Watching brief
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
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NT 121 731 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 January – 6
February 2014, prior to the development of a plot of land
at Plot 7a, Newbridge. The work recorded the remains of a
medieval field system, including a linear ditch feature and
pits, one of which included the in situ remains of a buried
ceramic vessel. Further fragments of pottery were recovered
from the ditch feature, as well as during general cleaning of
the excavation area adjacent to the recorded archaeological
features. A programme of post-excavation is envisaged,
which will focus primarily on the pottery assemblage to
ascertain the form, function and date of this material.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Thomas and Adamson

Ratho
Craigpark Quarry, Ratho
Watching brief
Rowena Thomson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 126 710 Due to a number of known prehistoric remains
within the wider surrounding area, a watching brief was
undertaken on 24 September 2014 during the excavation of
strip foundations for two buildings (10 x 5m and 30 x 15m).
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Alex Brewster and Sons

The Glebe, Ratho
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1407 7099 An evaluation was undertaken, 2–4 September
2014, of a c1.9ha proposed development area at The Glebe.
A 10% (1950 linear metres) sample of the available area
was investigated. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes

FALKIRK
Airth
Airth
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NS 90 87 A decorated intact Iron Age tankard handle of
1st/2nd century AD was found by metal detecting near
Airth. The arched pointed oval handle has decorated
circular terminals with perforated attachment tangs on
the underside. The handle has an asymmetrical lentoid
section, thickened on the underside. The front edges are
decorated with slightly raised margins paralleled by a line
of cast-in beading.
One terminal has an area of mineralised organic remains
over the outer surface, probably leather. It is also present,
more patchily, on the other terminal and wrapped round one
end of the handle, but not on the underside of the attachment
discs. Its presence on the discs makes it unlikely to be a
protective wrapping for the handle while in use. The lack
of rivets or traces of the organic vessel suggest the handle
had been removed; the strip of leather may have bound it to
something else. The findspot, near a damp location, suggests
it may have been a deliberate offering.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 100/14), allocated to Falkirk
Museum

The Airth tankard handle (Drawn by Alan Braby)

Bo’ness and Carriden
Carriden
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter - National Museums Scotland
NT 03 80 A Roman enamelled disc brooch and three denarii
were found S of the Roman fort at Carriden.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 45/14), allocated to Falkirk Museum

Kinneil Church
Restoration – Post-medieval paving
Geoff Bailey
NS 9809 8058 As part of a community project in May–June 2014
the stone paving of the nave of Kinneil Church was cleaned
and recorded, before being covered by imported topsoil and
grassed over. It had previously been excavated in 1951 by
Doreen Hunter, but was suffering from exposure. Seven 17thcentury and two 14th-century gravestones were drawn by local
volunteers and a report produced for Calatria.
Funder: Inner Forth landscape Initiative, Historic Scotland and
Falkirk Community Trust

Community volunteers recording gravestones in the paving of the
nave at Kinneil Church
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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Clearing over burden, Canal College (Copyright AaM, Archaeology Scotland)

Dunipace
Tappoch/Torwood Broch
Vegetation clearance, excavation and laser scanning
Geoff Bailey, Murray Cook, Cara Jones, Phil Richardson,
Fiona Isobel Watson, Graeme Cavers and Gemma Hudson
NS 83335 84986 A programme of vegetation clearance, an
excavation supported by volunteers, and laser scanning was
undertaken at Tappoch/Torwood Broch. The work which was
undertaken, 27 January – 1 February 2014, formed part of
the Lowland Brochs Project funded by Forestry Commission
Scotland.
The vegetation, which included heather and bracken
and covered most of the broch was removed, by hand, by
volunteers, the AaM team (Cara Jones and Phil Richardson),
staff from Stirling Council (Fiona Isobel Watson and Murray
Cook), and the Archaeology Officer for Falkirk (Geoff
Bailey).
Two trenches were then opened across a previously
unrecorded feature, which lay outside the scheduled area.
The excavation established that the feature comprised a
bank built on top of an augmented bedrock shelf. The bank
had been disturbed in places, probably during forestry
planting. A peck-marked stone, which may have been used
for fire lighting, and a large (50mm long) piece of charcoal,
were recovered while sieving the rubble from the bank. The
peck-marked stone was c100mm long with a peck mark just
off-centre. Funding has been secured from the Catherine
Mackichan Trust to radiocarbon date the charcoal.
A subsequent phase of work at the site consisted of the
laser scanning of the broch, by AOC Archaeology Group
(Graeme Cavers and Gemma Hudson) and the production
of drawings.
Archive: Archaeology Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
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Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland, Adopt-a-Monument (in
kind) and Stirling Council Archaeologist

Falkirk
Bonnyhill, Rough Castle
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NS 84 80 A large, rough stone mortar was found on Bonnyhill
Farm in an old dyke that ran parallel to the Antonine Wall,
immediately S of Rough Castle.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 150/13), allocated to National
Museums Scotland

Canal College
Vegetation clearance and excavation
Phil Richardson and Cara Jones
The third phase of a project to provide tuition to young people
attending Canal College in vegetation clearance, excavation and
archaeological recording was carried out 7–22 July 2014. The
project was delivered by Archaeology Scotland in conjunction
with Canal College, funded by the Scottish Waterways Trust
and in partnership with Scottish Canals. Canal College works
with Scottish Canals to provide training for young people and
is based at the Falkirk Wheel.
Two locks, numbers 9 and 10, were investigated in 2014.
The numbering of the locks reflects that shown on the 1st
Edition OS map of 1843–1882, and does not correspond to
Scottish Canals current numbering of the locks.
NS 86830 79430 Union Canal Lock 9 (Canmore ID: 185299)
A programme of vegetation clearance and excavation of a
single trench took place at this 19th-century lock. The area
was cleared of butterbur and a 2 x 5m trench excavated,
which successfully identified the buried edge of the lock. The
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fill from the trench indicated that the area had been infilled
with waste from industrial furnaces. The students were given
training in excavation techniques, planning, section drawing,
photography and backfilling.
NS 86890 79380 Union Canal Lock 10 (Canmore ID:
185290) A programme of vegetation clearance, clearing
of overburden and training in excavation and recording
took place at this 19th-century lock. The area was cleared
of butterbur and an overburden of c0.5 x 1.0 x 1.5m was
removed from the edge of the path. Once the section had
been exposed the students were given practical training in
section drawing and photography.
Archive and report: Archaeology Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Waterways Trust

Falkirk Roman fort
Excavation – Antonine Wall, Roman fort annexe
Geoff Bailey
NS 8855 7976 Excavation during July 2014 immediately to the E
of the Erskine Church showed that the line of the Antonine Wall
had been heavily quarried at the beginning of the 20th century,
removing all traces of the frontier. However, farther E in the
adjacent property a 2m deep N–S V-shaped ditch was found,
with a metalled road crossing a causeway. To the E of this were
the clay footings of an associated rampart. Second century
pottery confirmed that these structures were contemporary
with the Antonine Wall and must have belonged to an annexe
on the W side of the fort at Falkirk.
Funder: Falkirk Local History Society and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

Frobisher Avenue
Excavation
Geoff Bailey
NS 8755 7998 An excavation in August 2014, in advance of a
house extension on the berm of the Antonine Wall, showed
that all Roman levels had been removed during the occupation
of Bantaskine House in the 19th century.
Funder: Mr Beattie

Hodge Street
Excavation – Roman fort
Geoff Bailey
NS 8867 7966 The hand excavation of the foundation trenches
for a house extension in April 2014 showed that the area had
been heavily landscaped in the post-medieval period, with
over 1.1m of topsoil imported to raise the ground level. The
area lay between the Roman fort ditches and the Goat Burn.
Funder: Mrs Sharp

Redbrae Road, Falkirk
Evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 8662 8072 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 7–8
July 2014, in advance of a proposed development at Redbrae Road.
A total of 5% of the area, excluding areas containing services,
was assessed. Several significant archaeological features,
including a possible Flavian period Roman ditch, were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bracewell Stirling Consulting

Watling Lodge
Excavation – Antonine Wall
Geoff Bailey
NS 8623 7977 In August 2014 local children excavated a trench
on the line of the Roman road issuing from the S gate of
the fortlet at Watling Lodge on land adjacent to Tamfourhill

Community Centre. Plough marks on the natural clay showed
that any Roman features would have been removed by
agricultural activity. At the W end of the trench machine scoops
were associated with the creation of the play park in the 1970s.
Funder: Falkirk Community Trust and Tamfourhill Community
Centre

Grangemouth
Earls Gate Park, Grangemouth
Desk-based assessment, standing building survey and
excavation
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 915 816 A programme of work was undertaken, 7
December 2011 – 27 January 2012, in the former grounds
of Kerse House, which was known to be a post-medieval
mansion with possible medieval origins. The desk-based
assessment established that the site fell within an estate
formerly known as ‘West Kerse’ and documented in 1289.
A castle in the vicinity was referred to in a Royal Charter of
1508, while Pont’s 16th-century map depicts a ‘Carss Castell’
in the approximate location of the site. Roy shows a single
house surrounded by gardens in the mid-18th century, while
subsequent estate plans and the 1st Edition OS map of 1861
depict the house, walled garden and associated grounds.
Kerse House was vacated in the early 20th century and finally
demolished in 1957. Traces of the structure remained visible
on the surface prior to the commencement of the works.
A Level 2 building survey recorded the upstanding remains
in the grounds, which included an 18th-century walled garden,
ice house and additional garden walls. An area excavation of
c1ha was centred on the footprint of the house. The basement
level of the structure was preserved beneath demolition infill
and topsoil. In the best preserved sections walls survived
up to 1.5m in height, alongside flooring and with surviving
architectural features.
The structure that formed the core of the house was probably
late medieval in date (13th to 16th century) and consisted of
a thick-walled rectangular hall or tower house of rectangular
form constructed from sandstone blocks. Some original
features, including doorways, window recesses and internal
divisions, survived. Surrounding the medieval structure
was a series of drainage ditches, which were interpreted as
contemporary with the house and were back-filled in the early
18th century.
The remains of the house showed a sequence of five phases
of expansion. A comparison of the structural remains with
the archival collection of architectural plans showed that the
earliest surviving plans, by John Adam in the late 18th century,
were never developed; others, such as John Tait’s 1830 plan
and those from 1876, proved to be an accurate representation
of the building.
The programme of work confirmed the medieval origins
of Kerse House and established the nature of the structure at
that time. It also confirmed the later phases of development,
which could already be traced by examination of surviving
architectural and estate plans. Very little artefactual evidence
was recovered. A small environmental assemblage of
waterlogged and charred material was recovered from the
basal fills of the presumed medieval drainage ditches.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report Falkirk Council
Funder: Bericote Properties Ltd

Polmont Churchyard
Field visit
Geoff Bailey
NS 9362 7924 A field visit to the churchyard in August 2014
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found that the area taken in as an extension to the churchyard
had been badly disturbed by tree roots, but E–W oriented
medieval rig and furrows were visible in this area.
Funder: Falkirk Council.

FALKIRK/WEST LOTHIAN
Grangemouth/Muiravonside/Uphall
Glasgow to Edinburgh Canoe Trail, Union Canal
Watching brief
Samantha Hickman – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 0776 7233 (Broxburn), NS 9571 7671 (Bridge 51) and NS
9304 7798 (Polmont) A watching brief was carried out, 1–2
April 2014, during ground-breaking works associated with
the installation of canoe/kayak access/egress points along
the Union Canal. Three areas were monitored at Broxburn,
Bridge 51, and Polmont. At Broxburn the original canal wall
was uncovered but no other features of archaeological interest
were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Canals

FIFE
Anstruther
Whaling Store, Anstruther Easter
Standing building recording and survey
Andrew Bicket – WA Heritage
NO 56879 03483 An historic building survey was undertaken
of the whale store, which forms part of the Scottish Fisheries
Museum. A photogrammetric survey was also made of a carved
stone bearing the image of a ship. The ship is thought to be
a mid-18th century whaler of the type serviced by the whale
store at Anstruther Easter during the 1750s, by the Anstruther
Whale Fishing Company for the early Arctic Whale Fishery.
This work was undertaken 20 June 2013 – 29 April 2014.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Fisheries Museum

Carnbee
Kellie Castle
Watching brief
David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 5200 0522 A watching brief was carried out, 15–16 April
2013, during the repair of field drains at Kellie Castle. A total of
11 trial trenches were excavated in order to find and repair the
blocked drains. A 19/20th-century clay tile drain was recorded
running cE–W along the S side of the castle and walled garden.
An earlier stone culvert was recorded running cN–S in the
meadow to the S of the walled garden. Possible structural
remains were also found in Trench D, close to the SE corner
of the castle.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Ceres
Fife Folk Museum Visitor Centre
Watching brief
Paula Martin – Morvern Maritime Centre
NO 400 114 A watching brief was undertaken, 26 August – 21
December 2013, during major underpinning work associated
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with the creation of a level area for a new visitor centre. The
Fife Folk Museum is housed in a range of Category A listed
buildings on the High Street of Ceres, consisting of the 1673
tolbooth and two or three cottages built between 1785 and
1855, none of which have foundations. The garden ground
behind slopes down towards the Ceres Burn. The lower part of
the garden is subject to periodic flooding, and there had been
several episodes of terracing. The tolbooth appears to be part
of a larger structure, which is now empty and deteriorating,
and would definitely merit a survey if the opportunity arose.
A stone culvert running under the floor of a cottage basement
was identified as the Dyke Neuk Burn.
Archive: Fife Council Archaeological Unit

Crail
West Green, Crail
Evaluation
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 61133 07579 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken
on 3 September 2014 in advance of the construction of a house
extension at 17 West Green. The area under development is
located in a walled back garden and measured 40m2. The
excavation of a 1.5m2 test pit led to the recovery of four sherds
of Scottish White Gritty Ware (three glazed); however, no
traces of any structures or cut features were exposed. The pit
encountered natural rock and relict beach sand at a depth of
0.8m below the present ground surface.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr M Noble

Cupar
Hill of Tarvit, Cupar
Watching brief
Douglas Allan – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NO 378 118 A watching brief was undertaken, 29 July – 1 August
2014, on ground-breaking work associated with the installation
of a British Telecom cable duct at Hill of Tarvit mansion house
near Cupar. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Dairsie
Dairsie Mains Paddock
Survey
Mike Middleton
NO 41235 16070 On 8 September 2013 and the 9 January 2014
a survey was carried out over an L-shaped roofed building
depicted on the 1st Edition 6" OS map of 1854. The aim of the
survey was to test two newly built resistivity survey meters
over a known positive feature to assess if the meters were able
to detect it. The surveys overlapped to allow comparison of
the results; both picked up positive features interpreted as the
walls of the building and a negative feature interpreted as a
land drain.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and Fife SMR

Dairsie Mill
Survey
Mike Middleton
NO 41289 15675 A resistivity survey was carried out
on 12 January 2014 over a cropmark first recorded by
RCAHMS. The aim of this survey was to test a newly built
resistivity survey meter and to compare its results with the
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air photograph transcription. One feature, interpreted as a
pit (NO 41309 15784), was chosen. The survey successfully
recorded a single negative feature matching that recorded by
RCAHMS.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and Fife SMR

Todhall
Survey
Mike Middleton
NO 40078 16510 A survey was carried out on 14 September
2014 around a possible barrow located near Todhall. The
aim of the survey was to look for features around the mound
that might help inform understanding of the monument.
The results show a high resistance approaching the present
mound, which suggests the mound was once larger. There
are also two to three low resistance features encircling the
monument.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and Fife SMR

Dalgety
Donibristle Airfield, Dalgety Bay
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1610 8427 An evaluation was undertaken, 11–12 December
2013, in advance of the proposed development of a brownfield
site set within the grounds of the former Donibristle Airfield.
A total of eight trenches were excavated, covering 505 linear
metres. The area under investigation had been heavily
truncated by recent landscaping and there were no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Springfield Properties PLC

Dunfermline
Broomhill
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 08 84 A Romano-British trumpet brooch was found
during metal detecting near Broomhill. It has a plain head
with marginal lip and residual tang to hold a headloop. The
triangular-sectioned bow has a half-acanthus moulding
flanked by triple mouldings, the central one ribbed; these are
worn from handling. Plain foot knob with triple ribs on the
edge. The hinged pin is now lost. L 57mm, H 27mm, head
W 18mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 16/14), allocated to Fife Cultural
Trust

Charlestown
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 06 84 A Romano-British headstud brooch was found
during metal detecting near Charlestown. Traces of red enamel
survive on the wings. The (lost) pin was hinged; the headloop
is broken.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 130/13), allocated to Pittencrieff
House Museum

Park Avenue, Dunfermline
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0940 8725 An evaluation was undertaken on 6 March
2014 in advance of the proposed development of two adjacent
house plots on land to the N of Comely Park House, Park
Avenue. A total of five evaluation trenches were excavated,

covering 43 linear metres.
The evaluation trenches revealed significant archaeological
remains in the form of a sandstone path and two nursery beds
of probable post-medieval date. Several residual medieval
ceramics were recovered from one of the nursery beds. It is
probable that the remains relate to the 18–19th-century estate
of Comely Park House.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Yeoman and McAllister Architects

Pitreavie, Rosyth
Evaluation
Liam Mckinstry – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 113 846 An evaluation was carried out, 16–21 October 2013,
in advance of the proposed development of a ‘park and choose
scheme’ to the S of Pitreavie Castle. A total of 5% of the 3.5ha
site was evaluated. The work recorded a shallow pit in one of
the trenches in the centre of the field. The concentration of
charcoal and burnt bone in the pit’s main fill and within the
later recut would suggest that the pit was primarily used for
refuse deposition. No other features were identified, but aerial
photographs show a number of possible pit and small circular
shaped enclosures in the central part of the site, and these may
indicate that the pit feature is not isolated. The presence of a
high pressure gas pipeline across the site restricted access to
some areas of the site for safety reasons.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fife Council

Markinch
Markinch and Thornton Parish Church
Survey
Bruce Manson, Neil Sutherland and Maureen Brand – Markinch
Heritage Group
NO 29736 01965 (NO20SE 13) A programme of work
undertaken, 1 January – 30 October 2014, formed year three
of a four year project which aims to measure, record and
interprete all traces of existing and former church buildings
on the site.
Years one and two were confined to manuscript research,
photography and measurement of the existing building and
the surrounding graveyard. This included a resistivity survey,
which confirmed the presence of an elliptical bank and ditch
feature surrounding the church and possibly predating it.
The tower and part of the W nave wall of the Romanesque
style building remain in reasonable condition, and show
the exceptionally high quality of design and construction.
The building was described as a ‘moustier’ or minster by a
chronicler of King Edward I when he passed down the old
pilgrim way from St Andrews to Dunfermline in 1296. It had
by then passed from the control of the MacDuffs to the Priory
of St Andrews.
A ground penetrating radar survey under the existing
church floor confirmed the outline of a nave and chancel with
a substantial anomaly buried beneath the area where it is
assumed the chancel arch was located. The measured footprint
of the foundation trench matched external observations of
remaining 12th-century corner features at the E and W ends of
the existing building. A good cross section of the 12th-century
nave and subsequent alterations was obtained from raggle
lines on the E side of the tower and from still visible thackstone inserts on the tower itself. On the basis of this evidence,
plans, cross sections and 3D models of the church and tower
have been drawn showing how the building developed from
the 12th century onward. These have been considerably
assisted by a concurrent RCAHMS survey of the building
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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employing traditional and laser based surveying techniques.
Detailed results for years one and two have been written up in
a progress report.
In year three we took the opportunity afforded by repair
work to the tower to investigate 12th-century features hidden
beneath 19/20th-century plaster and a rotting timber ceiling.
In the process we have uncovered a previously hidden
blocked doorway to the spiral stair, a large double voussoir
arch between the tower and nave, and what we interpret to be
socket holes for the tread wheel used to raise blocks during
construction. The plaster removal has also enabled us to
secure a full set of masons’ or banker marks from all levels
of the tower. Panel removal within the church gallery has
revealed a ‘cross pattée’ inscribed on the topmost voussoir of
the arch facing into the nave. Otherwise the arch voussoirs
appear to be unadorned and unstepped. The tower arch
measures 3.95m high from the floor of the nave to the soffit
and is 2.01m wide and >1m in depth. Any decoration that
the arch imposts might have had on the W side was found to
have been removed during previous renovations, but a clear
profile was obtained from marks on the S wall. The E side of
the arch remains covered by modern plaster work. Within the
tower post-12th-century dowels from wooden dado panelling
have also been uncovered along with red staining applied
directly to the stone after the panels had been removed.
Plaster samples have been taken for analysis if funds permit.
Loose finds from the NE part of the graveyard adjacent to the
church included an arch hood-moulding with a chip-carved
saltire motif. This matches a set of three recycled blocks
already observed embedded in the 17/18th-century S wall.
The diameter is calculated to be c7m, slightly less than the
estimated width of the 12th-century nave. These are now
being interpreted as part of a substantial chancel arch. What
appear to be recycled plain voussoirs have been identified
embedded in the S wall. These may have underpinned the
hood-moulding with the arch embedded in the nave walls in a
fashion similar to the tower arch. It may have been related to
an engaged foliate capital that was recycled in the fabric of the
nearby Session House in the 1870s, but is now much worn.
Dating of the building is proving to be difficult and the most
recent report examines the possibility of an early 12th-century
date alongside the currently accepted mid-12th-century date.
Mortar samples with both charcoal and limestone lumps have
been taken from inside the 12th-century wall. It is hoped to
excavate close to the walls in year three and to focus desk
research on comparison with similar buildings in the northern
part of the British Isles.
One of the key finds to date is a chip-carved hood-moulding
of an arch with a double row of saltires and quirked beading,
which was found in a formerly fenced off part of the graveyard.
The design was common in late 11th- and early 12th-century
buildings throughout Europe. It can also be interpreted as a
row of intersecting lozenges and crosses. The find location
was once the fenced-off burial plot of the church’s principal
heritors, the Balfour family. It was found adjacent to the
church near the NE wall, facing in to the wall. The stone
matches three others embedded in the S wall, which had
been reused when the church was rebuilt in the 17th or 18th
centuries. Although finely carved on the face, it is roughly
hewn on the upper and lower surfaces and has a peg hole. A
template of the design and curvature was made and measured
to be c7m in diameter, slightly less than the estimated width
of the nave. It is currently being interpreted as a segment of
the chancel arch.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: Hunter Archaeological Trust
Funder: Hunter Archaeological and Historical Trust, Heritage
Lottery Fund and Fife Council
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Newburgh
Lindores Abbey
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NO 2438 1845 A ground resistance survey was carried out
on 25 May 2014 over most of the interior of Lindores Abbey,
excluding the nave of the church which it is intended to cover
at a later visit. Apart from previously recorded features, the
line of a possible cross-wall was detected in the frater, and
there was also a suggestion of a small high resistance feature
in the centre of the cloister.
Archive: Fife SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr A McKenzie Smith and Edinburgh Archaeological
Field Society

St Andrews and St Leonards
Memorial Hospital, Abbey Walk, St Andrews
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NO 5153 1626 A watching brief was carried out, 6 April
– 30 May 2014, in advance of the construction of student
accommodation. A number of trenches, 0.8m wide and c1.2m
deep were excavated for service pipes across the development
site. The trenches cut through the upper made ground, which
consisted of demolition material, and reached the underlying
natural sand and gravels. A small area of buried cultivation
soils was recorded at the N end of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Watkin Jones Group

North Street, St Andrews
Evaluation
John Gooder – ACCESS Archaeological Condition Services
NO 50770 16800 An evaluation was undertaken, 7–8 April 2014,
in advance of development work in a garden at 138 North Street.
The hand excavation of a single trench revealed deposits in accord
to those recorded in other nearby archaeological interventions.
The soil profile, which is c1.7m deep, appears to have undergone
significant modification over time with the addition of imported
soils. A limited amount of pottery was recovered, consisting of
two Scottish post-medieval reduced ware ‘strap handle’ sherds,
six Scottish white gritty ware sherds and one sherd of stoneware.
These finds suggest a possible 13th-century onwards date for
use of the original soil, with the overlying soil representing the
importation of a new topsoil a century or two later. It seems that
this area was not intensively used in the later medieval period,
and was probably a ‘backland’ area given over to cultivation. At
some point in the post-medieval period, the third and uppermost
soil layer was deposited across the area; perhaps fulfilling a
recurring need to enrich an exhausted soil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr L Crane

South Street, St Andrews
Standing building survey
John Gooder – ACCESS Archaeological Condition Services
NO 51280 16680 A Level 2 building survey was carried out, 12–
13 May 2014, during refurbishment of the Category A house
at 3 South Street. This 16/17th-century house has undergone
considerable alteration and additions, with extensive modern
work on the NW part of the building. Evidence of a possible
earlier structure, two stone walls, one with a rolled moulded
doorway, was noted at the rear of the property.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: St Andrews University

FIFE
South Street, St Andrews
Evaluation
John Gooder – ACCESS Archaeological Condition Services
NO 51140 16500 (NO51NW 487) A evaluation was undertaken
on 14 December 2013 in advance of development work for a
nursery school in a garden to the rear of the listed property
at 44 South Street. The excavation of a single trench, covering
10% of the area, revealed that the soil profile had undergone
significant modification, with the addition of an imported
topsoil over the medieval burgage plot’s original soil. The
absence of features or finds suggests the area was not
intensively used in the medieval period. The rare presence
of oyster shell and animal bone in the buried soil suggests
occasional fertilising of a ‘backland’ area given over to
cultivation.

between 0.88–1.18m in width, which leads to an egg-shaped
conical chamber with a diameter of 2.9m. The chamber
has a conical ceiling; a build up of wood debris in the base
meant the actual depth could not be determined. There are
a further two doorways in the interior: one halfway along the
passage and one leading into the chamber, all three doorways
are constructed of worked stone blocks. Although there are
voids and the remains of hinges, none of the original doors
are in situ.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr M Tobert

Westburn Lane, St Andrews
Watching brief
Matthew Ginnever – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NO 5106 1645 A watching brief was carried out, 19 November
– 16 December 2013, during groundwork on land adjacent to
West Burn Lane. The site had been significantly disturbed
by modern development, with levelling deposits and the
foundations of buildings dating from the 19th and 20th centuries
recorded. However, intact medieval deposits were located
in situ below the modern deposits at the N end of the site.
Two boundary ditches were identified, one of which contained
pottery dating from the 12th–14th century, and was sealed by a
0.2m deep layer of former garden soil.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council
Funder: Eastacre Investments LLP

Wonder Years Nursery, East Sands, St Andrews
Evaluation
Matthew Ginnever – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NO 5180 1595 An evaluation was undertaken, 15–16 April
2014, at the site of the Wonder Years Nursery. The site lies
within the area of the former complex of St Nicholas Farm
Leper Hospital, which was in existence between the 12th–16th
centuries. The majority of the area had been subject to
earlier development work but some parts were thought to be
undisturbed. A total of 19 test pits and 7 seven trial trenches
were excavated across 10% (400m2) of the area. Contrary to
expectation the entire site was found to have been disturbed
by modern development, with up to 1.5m of made ground
deposits, overlying natural sand recorded in all the trenches.
This is consistent with the area being levelled and landscaped
during the construction of the current nursery buildings in
the 1990s.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Alunmo Developments (St Andrews) Ltd

Tulliallan
Tulliallan Ice House, Laundry House and Pump House
Standing building recording
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
A basic survey was undertaken, February–March 2014, of
three structures on the Tulliallan Estate prior to safety work.
NS 938 880 The Ice House consists of an earth covered linear
mound with an arched stone façade. The façade measures 6m
in length with a central entrance measuring 0.88m in width
and 1.58m in height constructed with dressed and moulded
stone blocks. The interior consists of a vaulted entrance
passage, measuring between 3.35–3.55m in length and

The façade of the Tulliallan Ice House
NS 937 881 The Laundry House consists of the extant
remains of an upstanding unroofed rectangular stone structure,
aligned N–S. The structure measures c14 x 7.2m (externally)
and is sub-divided into two rooms with one internal dividing
wall. The existing walls are all of a similar height, indicating
that the structure had a hip rather than gabled roof. The walls
are mainly constructed of large blocks (some dressed stone)
with a sandy mortar (where visible) and later cement mortar
repairs.
The western (front) façade has a single entrance with a stone
support arch and four large windows (two in each room). The
windows are recessed bays within the interior. The external
face of the E elevation (back) has two visible features: a small
square opening recessed from the external face and a narrow
bricked-in rectangular opening. The N elevation consists of a
single square shaped opening. The roughness of this opening,
shortened quoin stone and the debris on the ground of the
exterior indicates that this aperture may have been a later
insertion. A cast iron box-like feature is visible close to the top
of the internal face of the N elevation.
An internal wall divides the structure into two rooms (1
and 2). Room 2 has the remains of plaster on the lower half
of the walls, averaging 1m high but up 2m high on the E wall
(particularly the SE corner). Fragments of white ceramic tiles
are also visible on the lower half of the walls (again particularly
on the E wall and SE corner). Protruding from the E wall are
two stall-like features upstanding to >1m high, both of which
are fully tiled. A large, 0.9m in diameter, cast iron tub is in
place on the floor of Room 2.
NS 948 888 The Pump House consists of the remains of a
rectangular stone structure aligned SE–NW. The structure
measures 7.5 x 6.9m (externally) with a single entrance in the
NW elevation and partially upstanding gables at the NW and
SE ends. The walls are constructed of very large squared off
stone blocks (some of which show tool marks) bonded with
a brown sandy mortar. In general the walls are 0.45 wide,
with the external walls upstanding to between 0.76–3.30m
(NW elevation); between 0.80–2.10m (SE elevation); 0.75m
on average (NE elevation); and between 0.80–1.80m (SW
elevation). A narrow (0.21m) stone ledge is visible around
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RTI data capture of Jonathan’s Cave Boat (Copyright The SCAPE Trust)
the entire interior of the structure, level with the base of the
entrance threshold. The base of the interior of the structure is
water filled to a depth of at least 3m (when the gauge hit silts).
Positioned between the NW and SE ledges are two cast iron
rails/bars (60mm wide). A cast iron bar is attached to one on
the rails at the NW end, close to a cast iron valve and upright
cast iron pipe. The entrance to the structure is 0.9m wide and
the interior wooden door lintel is in situ. The remains of one
hinge are visible on the N door jamb and a number of slots
are visible on the W door jamb. A ditch/culvert, which is 2m
wide at the top and 1.2m wide at the base, runs SW from the
S corner of the building.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Forestry Commission Scotland
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Wemyss
Jonathan’s Cave, Wemyss Caves
Survey
Joanna Hambly – The SCAPE Trust
NT 34563 97237 A programme of digital documentation was
carried out, 1 November 2013 – 24 April 2014, of Jonathan’s
Cave and the early medieval (Pictish) carvings within it, by
The SCAPE Trust, the Save the Ancient Wemyss Caves Society
(SWACS) and the York Archaeological Trust.
The Wemyss Caves and the unique carvings they contain
are under immediate and future threat from structural decay,
coastal erosion and vandalism. The work aimed to create
a digital record of the caves and carvings, as a means of
preservation by record and to create an online interpretive
resource to bring the Wemyss Caves to the attention of a
global audience. Laser scanning, photogrammetry, structured
light scanning and Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI)
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techniques were used to re-create an interactive 3D digital
record of Jonathan’s Cave and carvings. A reminiscence dropin weekend recorded local memories, stories and memorabilia
about the Wemyss Caves. The website allows the user to
explore the cave, access historic information and examine the
carvings with a virtual torch.
Archive: ADS (intended). Website: http://www.4dwemysscaves.org/
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic Scotland and Fife Council

Levenmouth High School, Methilhill
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 35650 99350 An evaluation was undertaken, 3–4 March
2014, on the proposed development site of Levenmouth High
School, within the grounds of the existing Buckhaven High
School. A total of nine trenches were excavated covering 450
linear metres. The area had been significantly affected by the
creation of the present schools playing fields and there were
no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: BAM Construction Ltd

GLASGOW
Cadder
Robroyston
Standing building recording, survey and evaluation
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 639 691 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 12 November – 6 December 2013, at three
locations likely to be affected by proposed construction works.

GLASGOW/HIGHLAND

A Level 1–2 historic building survey was carried out on three
standing structures. The Auchinleck farm buildings were of
probable 18th-century date, and there was evidence of various
modifications and extensions to the stables and outbuildings.
The Auchinleck Cottages were mid-20th-century in date and
showed little evidence of modification. Wallace’s Well is
contained within a purpose-built early 20th-century setting
and appears to be in well maintained condition.
An 8% evaluation of a c30.4ha area around the farm buildings
consisted of the excavation of 176 trenches, covering an area of
17600m2, and revealed three features of archaeological interest.
Two of these were large pits, probably connected to quarrying,
while the third consisted of the remains of foundations of a
probably insubstantial structure, possibly constructed of
brick. All three features were probably associated with local
industrial activity, focused around quarrying/mining or brick
production, and possibly date to the late 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes

Glasgow
Provan Hall, Easterhouse
Excavation, workshops and training
Ingrid Shearer and David Sneddon – Northlight Heritage
NS 6675 6634 A community based archaeological pilot
project was undertaken at Provan Hall from 16–21
September 2014. The work included trial excavations which
ran alongside a series of workshops and training sessions,
school visits and other activities aimed at raising awareness
and understanding of Provan Hall. A series of three hand
excavated trial trenches and three test pits uncovered the
remains of two buildings which once stood to the E of
the current Provan Hall complex, along with the probable
remains of a stone foundation relating to a structure that
extended off the western gable wall of the northern range.
It was also apparent that significant groundworks had taken
place during the 20th century, including the addition of
imported material resulting in a significant rise in ground
level compared to previous centuries.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund

Speaker Martin’s Loch, Speirs Wharf
Evaluation
Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 58818 66548 A section of the original canal wall of the
Forth and Clyde Canal (SAM 6771) was uncovered during the
upgrading of the public footpath on the W side of Speaker
Martin’s Lock at Speirs Wharf.
An evaluation of the wall undertaken on 12 February 2014
found that 16.5m of the wall had survived, the N and SE ends
truncated by work relating to the construction of a new lock
during regeneration work associated with the Millennium
Link Project. The front of the wall was made of dressed ashlar
blocks. The top course of capping stones no longer survived.
A test pit recorded the clay waterproof lining for the canal.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: Historic Scotland and SMR
Funder: Mackenzie Construction Ltd per Scottish Canals

Govan
Govan Old Parish Church Graveyard
Excavation
Frazer Capie – Govan Workspace
NS 55349 65869 During July 2013 Glasgow City Council’s
Land and Environmental Services began work on the first

phase of a programme of graveyard improvements at Govan
Old Churchyard which involved work on 48 gravestones of
varying types. As part of this project seven flat ledgerstones
suffering from collapse were raised and set in new beddings.
It was also decided that a previously enclosed monument
would have its original iron railings re-installed. This provided
the opportunity to conduct trial excavations to the maximum
depth of 300mm under eight monuments. However, one grave
was so badly collapsed that no excavation was possible.
The work was carried out by undergraduate and
postgraduate students from the University of Glasgow and
volunteers from the Govan Stones Project. Children from the
Govan Youth Information Project attended the site and were
given the opportunity to learn the basic skills of archaeological
excavation. The trenches were excavated in 100mm spits
and all spoil was sieved in order to retrieve the maximum
artefactual evidence. Although the excavations were of a
limited nature, they still provided some key information on
the potential benefits of future excavations at Govan Old
Churchyard. It was found that in several instances incomplete
fragments of sculpted stone had been buried underneath the
known ledgerstones. Building bricks found underneath the
ledgerstones also suggested that less sophisticated graveyard
maintenance had been attempted previously.
The majority of artefacts recovered were post-medieval,
with a further focus towards the Victorian and modern.
Fragments of clay pipe, an incomplete medicine bottle,
decorative glass buttons and stamped iron coffin fittings
were among the artefacts recovered. However, corroded iron
fragments and Victorian to modern glass and ceramics were
the predominant finds. The ceramic assemblage also included
one sherd of 17th- to 18th-century Throsk ware and one sherd
of medieval green glaze which had a secondary reddish glaze,
used to produce a decorative stripe. A substantial volume of
chert fragments throughout the area raised questions about
the structure of historic path surfaces. Fragments of cannel
coal, rectangular in profile, and worked, partial discoids
of shale could be further evidence of early medieval craft
activities at the site.
Archive and report: Govan Old Church
Funder: Glasgow University Hunter Marshall Bequest

HIGHLAND
Abernethy and Kincardine
Castle Roy
Watching brief and geophysical survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NJ 0065 2192 A programme of work was carried out in June
and July 2013 to prepare for works to conserve and consolidate
the castle. A watching brief was undertaken to supervise an
area of stripping for a contractors compound, access track and
borrow pit. All excavations were outwith the scheduled area,
but close to the castle. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded. There was evidence of fairly recent
rough levelling.
An electricity pole was moved from the scheduled area to a
site further from the castle, to improve the visual setting, and
an underground cable laid across the field to the compound
area. The only feature noted was a modern (plastic) field
drain. It is thought that extensive ploughing has damaged or
removed much of the archaeology in this area.
Areas of rubble were removed from the interior of the castle,
with care taken to avoid any kind of ground-breaking in order
to preserve the topsoil and any features.
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

91

HIGHLAND

A resistivity survey of the interior of the castle and selected
external areas was undertaken by OJT Heritage on 2 August
2013. This found that the area was heavily disturbed with
various areas of sub-surface rubble and clearance. There
was, however, some indication of groundworks immediately
outside the castle entrance, which were possibly associated
with its construction, and also possible foundations for a leanto type building along the inside SE wall.
A watching brief was undertaken, 7–10 August 2013, during
the removal of turf within the castle and through the entrance
to the compound area. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded, and the topsoil was left in place to
protect underlying remains.
A photographic survey was undertaken to update and
complement the previous work by FAS Heritage before
consolidation works. In addition, interactive panoramas and
photosynths were produced in order to aid navigation of these
records.
Consolidation works of the wall heads then began in March
2014. In this process the turf and loose soil was removed
from a short section of wall head, the underlying stonework
recorded, and the wall capped with lime mortar. It was noted
that soil had often worked its way down through the rubble
core of the wall.
Several features, which had previously been hidden by
foliage, became apparent including window reveals, an
intramural passage and a garderobe. To date, these features
have all been revealed on the W side of the castle and confirm
that there were internal buildings set against the walls in this
area which were at least two-storeys high. It also confirms that
the walls were significantly higher during the use of the castle
and that many features have been entirely lost.
The removal of three banked areas of rubble pressing against
the external walls was monitored, 3–7 April 2014. Areas 1 and
3 lie to the immediate N and S of the entrance, respectively.
Area 2 forms the tumbled S corner of the castle.
In Area 1 a mound 1m high was removed from outside the
castle wall. This was found to consist of mostly rounded stones
with a few small pieces of mortar, daub and animal bone. One
fragment of dressed sandstone was recorded, a door jamb with
typical angled facing.
In Area 2 turf, topsoil and loose stones were removed by
hand to reveal the base of a wall running slightly off of the
alignment of the surviving wall. The external facing of this
wall was clearly visible, and abutting the internal face was a
dump of mortar in situ. The interior rubble was largely floating
within loamy soil and this was not excavated below the level
of the surviving facings. Several finds were recovered from the
topsoil including hand made nails and a small piece of slag.
There were also various animal bones, many of which showed
clear butchery marks.
Area 3 was another small mound of rubble against the
external wall just to the SE of the entrance. It consisted of a
shallow topsoil 0.4m deep at its maximum, with few rounded
stones of c40–100mm in diameter. The area was carefully
lowered using a back-acting arm of a JCB under supervision,
but subsoil was not reached and no further work was
undertaken in this area.

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Castle Roy Trust

Alvie
Alvie Churchyard
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 86429 09327 A survey was undertaken, May 2013 – July
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2014, of the memorials in the churchyard of Alvie (NH80NE
17.01) as part of an ongoing study of graveyards in the Highland
area. A total of 120 memorials were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Applecross
Coire Church, Upper Loch Torridon
Standing building survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – West Coast Archaeological
Services
NG 86232 57208 A Level 1 historic building survey was carried
out, 29 October 2014, on Coire Church. The work recorded
detailed information about the character of the building and
its landscape position prior to redevelopment of the site. The
church was built in 1887 as part of the Church of Scotland, but
later became non-denominational.

Interior S gable of Coire Church
The church is a simple rectangular building aligned N–S
along the spur of ground with a small vestibule attached to its
E side. It was constructed of dressed sandstone, pointed with
mortar. The slate-roofed building is in good condition, with
stained glass windows surviving in four walls.
During the survey, the ruins of a stone-built structure, a
probable boat house, was also recorded near the shore of Loch
Torridon.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Rural Design Architects

A new Early Mesolithic site at Shieldaig, Wester Ross
Survey
Karen Hardy – ICREA at Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona
NG 81270 55890 This work forms part of a long term project
investigating the early prehistoric occupation of the region. A
small lithic assemblage was collected, 15 July 2013 – 15 July
2014, on the surface of a track. The assemblage is characteristic
of the Mesolithic and contains five microlithic cores, artefacts
with microlithic retouch, including the following microliths,
one broad triangle, three obliquely blunted points, one blade,
with a small amount of inverted microlithic retouch on the
right lateral, with the appearance of an unfinished piece, five
possible thumbnail scrapers, several of these appear to be
unfinished, one burin, five pieces with areas of microlithic
retouch that appear to be unfinished artefacts, around
100 pieces of microdebitage (12mm), three small pebbles,
including two with one flake/blade extraction, 32 larger flakes
and core rejuevantion pieces, several of these primary cortical
flakes, the snapped proximal ends of four broad blades, the
mid-section of two broad blades, 15 small blade fragments, on
white- light grey flint-like material. An additional 11 artefacts
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on dark grey flint-like material, including one with a small area
of microlithic retouch, were also recovered. The assemblage
has the appearance of dating to the early part of the Mesolithic
period. A total of 14 sites, including shell middens, lithic scatters
and findspots, have now been recorded around Loch Torridon.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Sheildaig microliths

Ardersier
Fort George
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 76492 56813 A watching brief was undertaken on the
17 February 2014 for a cable supply pillar to the SE of the
visitor centre at Fort George (NH75NE 3). Work revealed
disturbed deposits in the trench from previous cable-laying
and installation. However, deposits surviving in the SE-facing
section of the trench provided evidence for the build-up of
material on the SW side of the former Guard House.
The lower courses of the wall foundations were uncovered
in the SE-facing section of the trench revealing dressed
sandstone blocks with well-pinned and mortared joints. One of
the sandstone blocks had been removed in the past to provide
access for services into the interior of the building. Small finds

recovered from the trench included animal bone fragments,
‘industrial period’ ceramics and glass, slate fragments, two
pieces of lead, and ceramic drain fragments.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Turner Estate Solutions Ltd

Ardnamurchan
Beinn Bhudhe Area
Survey
Oliver Harris, Jon Haylett, Cara Jones and Phil Richardson
NM 56027 63348 The area of Beinn Bhudhe was surveyed
on 4 November 2014 as part of a wider landscape survey
of the Ardnamurchan peninsula being undertaken by the
Ardnamurchan Community Archaeology Group.
There are two structures tucked under NW face of a craggy
scarp feature, formed by making use of rocks that have fallen
from the crag. The larger, Structure 1, is a possible sheepfold,
with an additional structure of indeterminate use within it. The
use of Structure 2 has not been established. Both structures
are formed entirely of stone.
A possible sheep byre was also recorded. This is trapezoidal
in shape. The longer sides are oriented NW–SE. The 4m
long SE end is cut into a bank under the scarp. The SW side
measured 7.5m, the NE 6m and the NW side 5m. The NW
side has a 1m wide entrance with a ‘sill’ of stone inside. The
N corner is divided off by a wall protruding from the NE wall
parallel to NW wall. The walls are 0.8–1.0m thick.
A structure of indeterminate use was also recorded. It is
roughly circular and 1.5m in diameter. It appears like a small
shieling hut formed from tumbled rocks and boulders, but
most resembles a cist burial structure.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Camas an Lighe
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group

Camas an Lighe: Canalised section of the Allt a’ Ghoirtain Fhearna with the quay, working area, boatshed and the gate across the track
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NM 6104 6893 A small c1.6m wide boatslip on the W side
of the Allt a’ Ghoirtain Fhearna was partially infilled when
the mouth of the burn was canalised and a quay, up to 1.0m
in height, built alongside and backed by a small, irregular
cobbled working area, with a stone-built boatshed cut into the
top of the beach.
A c2m wide cart track goes through a gate in an iron standard
fence immediately S of the boatshed and cuts through a small
field system to Gortenfern at NM 6074 6888. At NM 6086 6997
a short spur leads to a lime kiln, still in good condition. It is
a U-shaped flare kiln, 2.7m high with a rectangular draw hole
1.85m high, 1.4m wide and 1.45m deep, built into the curved
face of the ‘U’. The walls are 1.0m thick and bonded in lime
mortar; stepped stone lintels reduce the height of the fire
box, and the bowl is 2.4m in diameter. The side walls project
3.0m beyond the bowl and are infilled to allow easy access for
loading from the track.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per HLF

Camas Clachach
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
NM 6292 6838 On the top side of the forest track and close to the
head of Camas Clachach is a recessed platform on an ancient
woodland site, now planted with Sitka spruce. It is U-shaped
on plan, has a straight 7.5m wide front and measures 7.6m
front to back, with a probable turf revetment of up to 0.3m in
height and a back cut of 0.8m. A track runs immediately above,
possibly leading to the ferry below Creagan Aisig, but the route
is blocked by windblown trees and cannot be followed.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per HLF

Eilean Carrach
Survey
Oliver Harris, Jon Haylett, Cara Jones and Phil Richardson
A measured and photographic survey was undertaken on
8 November 2014 of a structure at Eilean Carrach, as part of
a wider landscape survey of the Ardnamurchan peninsula
being undertaken by the Ardnamurchan Community
Archaeology Group.
The structure measured 6.5 x 4.5m externally, with the main
axis aligned E–W. The walls are 0.6m thick and constructed
of stone with a coarse rubble infill. The external corners are
rounded. There is an entrance on the N side adjacent to the
E wall. An internal wall, oriented N–S, runs from the W side
of the entrance almost to the S wall, separating a hall and an
enclosed room measuring c3 x 4m.
A burn runs just to the N of the structure, which backs onto
a 5m high cliff. The enclosed anchorage of Bay MacNeil is a
few metres away. The MacNeils of Barra brought their cattle
ashore here, to be driven E along a well established drove road.
On the far side of the burn is a well built stone dwelling, which
may be associated with it. The structure may be a byre or a
dwelling and is tentatively considered to be 19th-century in date.

entrance in the NE corner. Its outline is preserved by mounded
earth and protruding stones, with many more stones at the
E end. The structure could be a dwelling, byre or sheepfold.
Dating is difficult but it is considered to be pre-clearances.
Loch Doilean
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 79232 68292 (Mesolithic site); NM 79858 68033
(Platform 1); NM 79710 68097 (Platform 2); NM 79763 68070
(Platform 3); NM 79813 68027 (Platform 4) and NM 80077
68073 (Platform 5) An evaluation of a possible Mesolithic
flint scatter and five platforms was undertaken, 5 January – 10
October 2014, in advance of a possible extension to an existing
forest road. The flint scatter was demonstrated to be Mesolithic
in date with the recovery of over 1146 pieces of chipped
quartz, flint, Rum bloodstone and other exotic stone. The lithic
material was recovered from a podsol, which had previously
been recorded (1993) as a layer of ash. There were no negative
features and no in situ hearths observed in the evaluation
trenches but charcoal was noted within the buried podsol.
The evaluation has confirmed that four of the five possible
platforms are artificially levelled stances. Two (Platforms 1
and 5) can be described as recessed platforms with earthen
and stone revetment banks/walls at the front and rear. These
platforms may have been constructed as stances for charcoal
production, as radiocarbon dating has revealed an 18thcentury layer of charcoal; however, it remains unclear whether
the original construction of the platforms date to this or an
earlier period. Two other platforms (Platforms 2 and 4) are
not recessed and were constructed from redeposited subsoil
levelled out to extend naturally occurring terraces. Concentric
postholes were revealed on one of these platforms. These are
interpreted as stances for roundhouses and both date from the
late 11th or early 12th century AD; charcoal was not made on
either of these two platforms. Platform 3 is a natural terrace
from which the larger stone was cleared and much burning
has occurred; one posthole was revealed. One of the charcoal
layers on this platform dates to the 4th or 5th century AD.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Lochan na Creige Duibhe
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and NM Kirby – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Glendrian Satellite Settlement
Survey
Jonathan Haylett – Ardnamurchan Community Archaeology
NM 46928 68823 A survey of this 19th-century settlement was
undertaken on 18 November 2014 as part of a wider survey of
all archaeological sites on West Ardnamurchan. The Achnaha
– Glendrian path crosses a low hill, which shows intensive
agricultural working by rig and furrow methods. On the S side
of the hill is a poorly preserved rectangular stone structure,
measuring 5 x 4m, long side aligned on 60°, with a possible
94

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

The recessed platform recorded at Lochan na Creige Duibhe
NM 6431 6473 A single recessed platform was found in an
extensive area of rough grazing with a south-easterly aspect.
It measures 6.5m side to side and 7.5m front to back, with
an indistinct stone front to 0.9m in height and a back cut of
0.5m maximum. At NM 6462 6655 are prominent lazy beds
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on the developed shieling of Airidh Iain, which has still to be
examined.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per HLF

Mingary Castle
Survey
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
NM 5027 6310 A mortar and masonry survey of Mingary
Castle was undertaken, 28 March – 31 June 2014, as a specialist
contribution to a wider building recording and excavation
project. In order to comprehensively characterise and date the
masonry over 50 mortars samples were taken from contexts
within both the building complex and the surrounding
environment.
Archive: Historic Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: University of Edinburgh and Historic Scotland

The Ardnamurchan Transitions Project
Excavation
Hannah Cobb, Héléna Gray, Oliver Harris and Phil Richardson
– Manchester University, Leicester University, Archaeology
Scotland and CFA Archaeology Ltd
NM 5470 7076 The Ardnamurchan Transitions Project (ATP) is
a long running research and community project exploring the
archaeology of the Ardnamurchan Peninsula. While research
into the archaeology of much of Western Scotland has been
intensive over the last few decades, the Ardnamurchan
Peninsula remains a relatively understudied area.
Consequently, little is known of key periods and transitions in
lifeways, from hunting and gathering to farming, to the arrival
of metalworking in the area, to the developments of the Iron
Age, the coming of the Vikings and subsequent changes in
lifeways in the medieval and post-medieval periods, including
the Highland Clearances. As such, the ATP aims to investigate
these key transformations in the area through a combination
of site specific excavation and wider survey work.
Since 2006 the project has focused on Swordle Bay on
the N coast of the peninsula. To date we have excavated
six sites from five different periods: Cladh Aindreis from
the Neolithic (DES 2010); Ricky’s Cairn from the Bronze
Age (DES 2010); the Iron Age promontory fort of Dun
Mhurchaidh (DES 2012); a 10th-century Viking boat burial
(DES 2011) and the post-medieval settlements of Swordle
Corrach and Swordle Huel (DES 2011, 2012, 2013). The
extent of activity at Dun Mhurchaidh, and the sites of Ricky’s
Cairn and the Viking boat burial were all unknown prior to
our work in the area. Our work has also included an initial
radiocarbon dating programme of these monuments, and an
intensive walkover survey, which has identified a number
of previously unrecorded sites, and a geophysical survey.
The 2014 season, which ran 20 July – 9 August 2014
focused on Cladh Aindreis and Ricky’s Cairn. Our work
to date at Cladh Aindreis, and post-excavation analysis,
has shown that previous assumptions that the cairn dated
exclusively to the Neolithic, and that the cairn was an Early
Neolithic Clyde Cairn vastly understate the complexity of
the site. Radiocarbon dates do put the construction of the
monument in the Early Neolithic (3700 BC), which is typical
of Clyde Cairns, but the morphology of the monument
changed significantly over time, including the construction
of a Bronze Age kerbed cairn (Ricky’s Cairn) abutting Cladh
Aindreis, and an intervention of some sort, which may have
taken place during the Viking period, as suggested by a
Viking bead found in a ‘robber’ trench, which was cutting the
Neolithic chamber in the cairn. Our work in 2014 aimed to
investigate three key areas to further elucidate the sequence
of construction and use of Cladh Aindreis and Ricky’s Cairn.

Three trenches were opened. The first was located over
the visible chamber of Cladh Aindreis where the Viking
bead had been found. A second trench was located over the
unexcavated portion of the cist of Ricky’s Cairn. This was
only partially excavated in 2010 due to the constraints of
our scheduled monument consent at the time. We therefore
wanted to fully excavate the cist to better understand the
nature of the funerary deposits and the treatment of the
body. Finally, a large trench, in which we had permission
to strip and map only, was opened over the ‘tail’ end of
Cladh Aindreis to investigate the form of the deposits, and
to establish if these are indicative of particular phases of
construction.
Viking intervention at Cladh Aindreis: Disappointingly,
this trench had been extensively robbed in the postmedieval period, as evidenced by modern material culture
and extensive deposits of modern fence wire. The postmedieval cut itself cut the potential cut [175] associated with
the Viking bead. All deposits, including those within the
Neolithic chamber itself, were significantly disturbed and
redeposited, and the multiple later interventions mean that
understanding the sequence in this part of the chamber of
Cladh Aindreis is impossible. However, this trench did yield
important information about the construction of the main
chamber, demonstrating it was an integral part of the initial
circular mound.
The Cist of Ricky’s Cairn: The cist was excavated in full. In
2010 four jet beads had been found in this cist, and a further
bead was found in 2014. In 2010 disarticulated human remains
had been found and the presence of one individual had been
established in osteological post-excavation analysis. This was
dated to 1700 cal BC by radiocarbon dating. Our excavations
in 2014 found further disarticulated remains, which indicated
that a minimum of two individuals were interred in the cist
as depositions of disarticulated remains. This is somewhat
unusual for the Bronze Age, where single (and usually
articulated) internments are often perceived to be the norm.
It joins an increasing body of evidence for these kinds of
practices in the second millennium BC. Also of note is that
the four stones making the sides of the cist were each from the
different geological types within the Bay.
The Tail of Cladh Aindreis: The exercise of stripping and
mapping this section of the monument raised more questions
than it answered. Rather than revealing a straightforward
and uniform tail of cairn material, it appears that several
phases of construction (and reuse) are likely. The very end
of the cairn is very likely Neolithic because we found this
to be respected by a small (1.0 x 0.5m) robbed out, but
typologically Bronze Age, cist on its E side, indicating the
tail predated this. In this very end section a potential further
chamber on a NE–SW alignment was noted, with large
limestone stones suggesting this may have similarities with
the visible chamber at the front (SW) end of the cairn. In the
central section, the cairn construction indicated a circular
structure had been present with a central box hearth or
further cist, suggesting further potential Bronze Age reuse.
However, our understanding of this phasing was limited both
by the fact that we could only strip and map the monument
(due to the limitations of our SMC), and also complicated
by a further phase of reuse in which a potential medieval
or post-medieval flue, and perhaps kiln, may have been
constructed within the monument itself. Without intrusive
excavation it is impossible to confirm any of these potential
structural elements or their specific phases.

Archive: RCAHMS and Highland HER (intended)
Funder: The University of Manchester, The University of Leicester,
The University of Cambridge and Viking River Cruises
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Tom a’ Chapuill
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and Marilyn Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost
Place Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
NM 5552 6373 In a sheltered location and concealed from the
view of anyone traversing the route from Camas nan Geall to
Loch Mudle is the foundation of a roundhouse. It is 10.7m
in diameter and defined by a single row of stones, with a
probable entrance on the SE side. Five metres to the N and
set into the hillside above, is a low rectangular hut foundation
with rounded ends 6.5 x 3.0m, while 5m to the S is a similar
structure, also set into the hillside, but overlying an earlier
building of similar size and shape, with the long axis along
the contour.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per HLF

Wendy’s Cairn
Survey
Jonathan Haylett and Wendy Macfadyen – Ardnamurchan
Community Archaeology
NM 46438 69557 A survey was undertaken on 26 August
2014 of a lozenge-shaped cairn. The cairn, which is 6m long
by 1.8m wide and a maximum of 0.5m high, is located in a
small glen that cuts through the line of hills, lying on the
Achnaha side. The cairn is aligned down the slope, and has
a view across the flat land to Achnaha. We speculate it may
be a grave site. At the top of this glen is a possible boundary
marker. This work formed part of Ardnamurchan Community
Archaeology’s survey of the Ardnamurchan peninsula.
Archive: Kilchoan
Funder: Ardnamurchan Community Archaeology

Arisaig and Moidart
Eilean Fhianain
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and PJ Madden – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey and Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
NM 7530 6832 Three pieces of clay crucible, two with a film
of copper alloy coating the inner surface, were recovered from
about 0.25m of water off the E side of the island during a
period of drought.

Archive: West Highland Museum
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per HLF

Glenuig, Moidart
Desk-based assessment and survey
Ken Bowker, Jean Bowker, Phil Richardson and Paul Murtagh
NM 66946 77788 Within a sheltered bay to the W of Glenuig,
members of the Moidart History Group discovered four possible
cairns of varying sizes and shapes which are of unknown date
and function. The cairns are covered in rough grass and moss
and are surrounded by mature woodland. They are located in
an area of dry, flat ground which is surrounded to the E, S
and W by steep and rocky ground, which is very boggy and
poorly drained, while the bay to the E is dominated by large
rock outcrops and a rock and pebble beach. The interface
between the beach and the flat ground where the cairns are
located is being eroded by the sea and it is possible that there
may have been more cairns in the past, which have been lost
due to coastal erosion.
The Archaeology Scotland Adopt-a-Monument team
conducted a two day survey workshop, 19–21 May 2014, with
members of the Moidart History Group, to provide training
in archaeological survey techniques, and to help establish a
baseline survey of the cairns, which may be used to guide any
future archaeological investigation. This work was undertaken
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as part of the 2011–16 Adopt-a-Monument Scheme.
Cairn 1 is the largest of the four cairns and is roughly
lozenge shaped, measuring 3.5m in length and 1m in width,
and surviving to a height of 0.4m. A number of beach worn
stones, measuring 0.3 x 0.15 x 0.1m, can be seen protruding
from the vegetation which covers it. It is aligned in a cN–S
direction.
Cairn 2 is 5m to the W of Cairn 1. It is roughly circular and
measures 3m in diameter by 1m in height.
Cairn 3 is located 6m to the E of Cairn 1. It is lozenge shaped
and is oriented N–S, measuring 2m in length, 0.5m in width
and surviving to a height of 0.4m.
Cairn 4 is located 6m to the S of Cairn 3. It is the smallest
of the cairns, measuring 1.5m in length, 0.5m in width and
surviving to a height of 0.3m. It appears to have been damaged
by root action from the surrounding trees and storm damage.
Archive and report: Highland Council and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund and SSE Sustainable
Development Fund

Assynt
Ardvreck Castle Complex
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NC 2388 2371 A sketch plan and notes on features S and W
of the castle have been deposited with RCAHMS. The main
features are a possibly earlier wall passing 20m W of the castle,
under the E side of the walled garden (NC22SW 27) and onto
the E side of the rocky summit to S. Various wall footings and
other structures plotted for both summits. Also an artificial
platform projects from the slope immediately W of the castle,
corresponding to first floor level. It is suggested the original
castle was on the summit W of the present castle.
Archive: RCAHMS

Raffin
Desk-based assessment and survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland
Archaeology Services
NC 0215 3215 A desk-based assessment and survey were
carried out, 5 February – 4 March 2014, in advance of a housing
development at Rubha Stoer, on the site of a former RAF
camp that served the radar station at Stoer Lighthouse. The
camp mainly consisted of concrete and brick hut bases and
turf covered air raid shelters, as well as three standing brick
buildings which were also recorded. Some earlier features were
also noted amongst the WW2 buildings including rig, field
boundaries, footings of a dry stone structure and an unusually
marked stone forming the base of a wall. All features were
recorded and mitigation recommended where earlier features
were likely to be destroyed.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Mr K Hamilton

Stoer Church
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NC 04053 28536 Stoer Church is a Standard Parliamentary
T-plan church which stands in a small burial ground enclosed
by rubble dry stone walls. The church is currently ruinous.
A resistance survey was undertaken, on 1 July 2014, within
the graveyard surrounding the derelict church with the aim
of locating unmarked graves and buried gravestones prior to
redevelopment of the site.
Although the whole graveyard was investigated, the area of
interest was the NW corner, where it is planned to run services
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to and from the redeveloped church. Anomalies suggestive of
potential burials have been noted immediately to the N of the
limit of visible burials (grave markers) in the NW corner of
the graveyard. Micro-topographic changes in the turf coincide
with the N and W edge of these resistance anomalies. There
is no evidence in the data for further burials to the N or W
of these suspected burials. Further anomalies in this area are
believed to be due to variations in the depth of bedrock, which
is outcropping in places.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Mr G Morgan

Auldearn
Auldearn
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 90 55 An Iron Age bronze torc and a massive RomanoBritish brooch were found during metal detecting near
Auldearn. They were found separately but may have been
part of a single, plough-disturbed hoard. The torc is the first
of its kind in Scotland – a loop-terminal torc with braided
hoop and worn trumpet decoration cast into the terminals.
The form of the torc is much more familiar from southern
Britain, but the style of decoration fits local NE Scottish
metalworking traditions, and it is likely to be a local product.
The brooch is a remarkable, massive hybrid, 144mm in
length, decorated with red, yellow and blue enamel, and
originally with further enamel on the ornate knob on the
bow. The decoration includes a wide variety of Celtic motifs,
individually familiar in Roman Iron Age art but most unusual
to find in combination.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 86/14, 87/14), allocated to
National Museums Scotland

Boleskine and Abertarff
Auchterawe, Fort Augustus
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 35663 08207 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey was carried out on 25 August 2014 in advance of the
construction of an extension to an existing substation at
Auchterawe. The work identified a stone dyke and an extensive
spread of stones and boulders, interpreted as possible field
clearance. The clearance cairn will not be affected by the
proposed development.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Global Infrastructure

Corriegarth, Loch Mhor
Excavation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 520 165 An excavation was undertaken, February – March
2014, of a 19th-century croft affected by work relating to road
improvement associated with the construction of Corriegarth
Wind Farm. The excavation uncovered the footprint of a
building with an entrance to the N and a fireplace at the W end,
located within a rectangular enclosure. There was evidence
of two phases of occupation. Both the cartographic and the
archaeological evidence indicate that the building went out of
use and was subsequently dismantled during the last quarter
of the 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: SKM Enviros Consulting

Torr Dhuin
Survey
Louise Baker and Enda O’Flaherty – Rubicon Heritage
Services Ltd
NH 34858 06933 A detailed topographic survey of the surviving
remains of a Late Prehistoric/Early Historic fort and dun at Torr
Dhuin was carried out on 8 February 2014. The survey allowed
the creation of a digital terrain model, contour-based plans
and oblique terrain models of the site within its landscape
setting, which will be utilised to inform future conservation
and management of the monument by Forestry Commission
Scotland. It was one of a group of six such surveys carried out
on Forestry Commission Scotland sites. The other sites were
at Castle Greg, Craig Phadrig, Sean Craig, Dun Deardail and
Round Dounan.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Boleskine and Abertaff/Laggan
Corrieyairack Pass
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 3728 0500 – NN 4500 9646 A watching brief was
conducted, June 2011 – October 2013, during work associated
with the upgrading of access on the Corrieyairack Pass.
Parts of the road had been extensively damaged by flooding
and erosion, and the work recorded limited archaeological
features in this area. Two sites were recorded adjacent to the
road:
NN 46942 95906 Sheepfold
NN 45074 96420 Enclosure and cairn
The torc and brooch from Auldearn (Copyright National Museums
Scotland)

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and
RCAHMS
Funder: Speyside Trust
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Boleskin and Abertarff/Laggan/Urquhart and
Glenmoriston
Beauly to Denny Overhead Line

Survey, watching brief and evaluation
David Sneddon, Edouard Masson-Maclean and Peta Glew –
Northlight Heritage
A programme of archaeological work was undertaken,
1 September 2012 – 30 November 2013, during work associated
with the upgrading of an overhead power line.
NN 4385 9821 to NN 4248 9843 General Wade’s Military
Road A condition survey was undertaken on 8 May and
1 August 2013 of General Wade’s Military Road (SAM 6128
and 6129). The survey focused on a stretch of the 18thcentury military road which ran from a disused weather
station to a point c2.5 km along the road to the SE of the
zig-zags in the Corrieyairack pass. The current condition of
the road was recorded, along with points of specific cultural
heritage interest. A series of dry stone retaining walls were
noted next to the road along with indications of previous
road alignments. Sections of the monument with the
potential to suffer from future erosion or damage were also
noted. Some of the road had undergone recent upgrading
and was considered relatively stable. However, 40 locations
were identified where the risk of future erosion and/or
damage was considered possible.
NH 3559 0833 Fort Augustus Substation An evaluation
and watching brief were undertaken as part of work relating
to the extension of the existing substation at Auchterawe.
A total of 24 evaluation trenches, including 3 test pits, were

opened where possible within the boundaries of the proposed
substation, while a subsequent watching brief was conducted
during topsoil stripping. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
NH 3740 1668 Glenmoriston Borrow Pit An evaluation
was undertaken, 31 January – 2 February 2013, at the site of
a possible structure at the summit of Glenmoriston Quarry.
The presence of plastic-coated cables under the possible
structure showed that it was 20th-century in date, and it has
been interpreted as a build up of material related to previous
modern quarrying at the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc

Bracadale
Kraiknish/Glen Brittle
Survey
Matt Ritchie – Forestry Commission Scotland
NG 3546 2340 (centered on the dun) High resolution aerial laser
scanning (ALS or LiDAR) was recently undertaken of the open
land at Kraiknish/Glen Brittle on Skye. The low earthworks
of longhouses, barns, corn-drying kilns, enclosures, shieling
huts and lazy bed field systems are all captured within the
extensive surface model. Kraiknish Dun is also captured
within its landscape setting, alongside several hut circles. A
total of c1600ha was flown at a very high resolution (averaging
16 points per metre) as a bespoke archaeological survey.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Oblique detail from the ALS terrain model at Kraiknish showing the township of Allt na Culaig (NG 368 233)
(Copyright FCS by Bluesky International)
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Canisbay
Stroupster Farm, Nybster
Standing building recording and watching brief
Mike Cressey and Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
ND 33661 66031 and ND 3330 6624 A desk-based assessment,
Level 3 standing building survey and watching brief were
carried out, August 2013 – May 2014, at Stroupster Farm as
part of a proposed wind farm development.
The farmsteading has not been occupied for at least 40 years
and is to be partly demolished to make way for a control centre.
It occupies a T-shaped plan with adjoining buildings at 90°
to the central block. The steading includes seven individual
units, Units 1–4 form the living space and bedrooms within a
single storey cottage situated at the end of a two single-storey
byres (Units 5 and 6). A threshing barn has been built at 90°
to Unit 6. The barn is part lofted and has evidence of roof
heightening. Historical maps show a horse engine or gang was
situated on the W side of the building. Earlier power may have
been supplied by a water wheel.
The survey results combined with the historical evidence
strongly suggests that the farm existed during the late 18th
century or early 19th century. The survey showed the steading
has not been radically altered since its first construction and is
of a single phase with only minor additions.
A watching brief was undertaken during construction where
excavations penetrated the full depth of the peat; this included
borrow pits, turbine bases and crane hard standings. A number
of known cultural heritage sites were demarcated to protect
them from construction and felling works. No archaeological
finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Natural Power Consultants Ltd

Contin
Badinluchie
Field visit
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 27184 60449 A field visit was undertaken to Badinluchie on
15 October 2014 as part as part of an archaeological walk. The
1st Edition OS map of 1875 has two roofed buildings and two
unroofed buildings, one large and one small enclosure here.
The 2nd Edition OS map of 1903 has three roofed buildings
with attached enclosures, one small building annotated
‘kennel’ and three larger enclosures at Badinluchie.
Today there are the remains of two buildings, still partly
roofed and with attached byres and enclosures; these were
built in 1878 (architect, Joass of Dingwall). No details were
recorded of these buildings during this visit. The remains of
two further buildings to the W and closer to the burn were
recorded.
NH 27184 60449 (centred on) Building A Apart from the
upstanding remains at the E end, this building is barely
discernible. The building is aligned E–W, measures c16 x 7m
overall and has two compartments. The main compartment
measures c11 x 5m internally and is bisected by a deer fence;
the outshot at the E end is c2 x 5m. The main compartment
is defined by low turf and stone walls, at the E end the stone
wall has a recessed fireplace with two upright slabs forming
the sides. The part of the main compartment on the W side of
the fence is overgrown, but the end wall here has foundations
of large boulders and a stone face up to a height of 1m.
Concrete slabs could be detected in the floor of this half of
the compartment. The E outshot of the building has more
obvious remains with dry stone walling standing up to 0.8m
high. To the S a short length of stone walling, 4m long x 0.7m

high, may indicate an attached enclosure.
NH 27195 60412 (centred on) Building B is to the S of
Building A and is defined only by occasional large stones; it
measures c11 x 5m. An unroofed building is marked on the 1st
Edition OS map of 1875 in this position.
Archive: NOSAS. Report: Highland HER

Badinluchie
Field visit
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 28080 60000 A field visit was undertaken to this site on
15 October 2014 as part as part of an archaeological walk. The
enclosure with a structure attached are situated 1km to the SE
of Badinluchie in a small sheltered hollow and on the N bank
of a small stream, the Allt Bac a’Chaoil.
NH 28086 60005 (centred on) The enclosure is roughly oval
in shape and measures 18 x 11m. Only scant remains of the
enclosing walls are seen, but at the S end a possible building is
incorporated into the wall.
NH 28079 60012 This three sided rectangular structure is
on a N–S alignment and measures c7 x 4m overall. The rough
stone walls are generally 1m thick and 0.3m high, there is no
evidence of a wall on the E side.
Archive: NOSAS. Report: Highland HER

Badinluchie – Bac a’ Chaoil
Field visit
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 28330 59820 A field visit was undertaken to this site on 15
October 2014 as part of an archaeological walk. An enclosure,
sheepfold and two buildings (post-medieval) are located 5km
SE of Badinluchie at an altitude of 177m. The site is located
on both sides of a small stream and bisected by a track. No
features are marked on the 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps, but
most of the structures are marked on the current OS map.
NH 2831 5978 (centred on) Enclosure This enclosure is
roughly oval in shape and measures 120 x 80m. It is surrounded
by a heather covered stone and turf bank up to 0.6m in height;
this is largely continuous, but wasted in its E part where it
bounds the stream. The internal area is mostly heather covered
but there are some patches of improved ground in the S part;
the remains of a building are within the enclosure.
NH 28395 59878 (centred on) Sheepfold This circular
sheepfold with internal diameter of c14m has a surrounding
dry stone wall which is two-thirds intact. It stands to 1.2m
high. A 1.5m wide entrance is in the S arc.
NH 28373 59842 (centred on) East Building The remains of
this square building are situated on a small hillock to the SE of
the sheepfold. The low heather covered banks of the structure
enclose an area of c3m2 internally. A large vertical stone slab,
1.5m long and 1m high, forms the E wall.
NH 28297 59825 (centred on) West Building This structure,
which is within the large enclosure, is heather covered,
aligned N–S and measures c10 x 6m overall. There are two
compartments; the main compartment to the N is more
substantial and measures 2 x 3m internally, and has 0.6m high
dry stone walls. To the S a smaller compartment has a 0.3m
high semi-circular end wall.
Archive: NOSAS. Report: Highland HER

Beauly to Mossford Overhead Line
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and Pete Higgins – Highland Archaeology
Services and Archaeology North
NH 3565 6335 A desk-based assessment and watching brief
were undertaken, October 2013 – October 2014, prior to and
during the replacement and reinforcement of the Beauly to
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Mossford overhead power line.
At Corriemoillie a watching brief was carried out along
the route of a new access track. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
At Comrie a watching brief was undertaken during the
excavation of a cable trench and access track. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
However, some remedial excavation was undertaken to
record the remains of a structure (Feature 16), which had
been identified during the survey and was damaged during
unsupervised cable trenching. Feature 16 was sub-oval in plan,
with two entrances (one to the S and one to the NW) giving
separate access to two chambers. Construction was probably
of earth-bound field stones. The larger stones appeared to
have been placed at fairly regular intervals, though stripping
and exposure of the surviving walls would be needed to
confirm this. Smaller stones were placed at seemingly random
intervals. Tabular stones had been selected for the internal
threshold area; there were no signs of a similar threshold
at the S entrance. The pottery recovered while cleaning the
floor/occupation surface were all small, glazed shards of 19thto 20th-century date and suggestive of domestic occupation.
Unusually for an occupation area, no sign of fire was found,
although it is possible this was located in the unexcavated area.
A walkover survey at Drumandarroch led to the recording
of several features including dry stone dykes, clearance cairns
and circular depressions. These features were marked out and
avoided during the watching brief.
To the SE of Loch Achonachie various features were
identified during the walkover survey including clearance
cairns, enclosures, longhouses and dykes. Buffer zones were
marked off around these features. In two places a track needed
to cross dykes, and locations were selected where existing
breaches could be utilised or slightly widened. In this way
minimal damage was caused to the upstanding features.
At Achnasoul buffer zones were marked around known sites
and a watching brief was conducted whenever the track works
approached or impinged on the buffer zones. Three dykes
were recorded and found to be of similar construction; double
walls of field stones, rubble infill, and capstones where the full
height of the dykes survived. All sat directly on topsoil, and
all appeared on the 1st Edition OS map of 1876–81. All were
assumed to be roughly contemporary with the development of
the Fairburn Estate. Two of the dykes were breached by access
tracks during the development, and the exposed ends were
then rebuilt using original stones.
A walkover survey at Corry Wood and Ord Hill identified
several agricultural features including farmsteads, enclosures,
possible stills and a mill pond and dyke. Buffer zones were
marked off around the sites and a watching brief conducted
whenever the track works approached or impinged on the
buffer zones. Existing breaches in dykes and walls were
utilised as far as possible, and where surviving features were
cut sections were recorded.
Finally, in the Ruisaurie area watching briefs took place
where underground cabling was required to cut through
previously identified dykes, and additional recording of
a group of ruinous buildings in the area was undertaken.
Ditches, watercourses and land drains in the vicinity of the
dykes were uncovered and recorded during the watching brief,
all reinforcing the evidence for long agricultural use of the site.

NH 41145 56695 A measured survey of Carn na Buaile Fort was
carried out 27–28 February 2013. The fort has collapsed stone
ramparts to the E and steep natural slopes to the W. The interior
of the fort and its immediate surroundings have recently been
cleared of trees and shrubs creating an unobstructed view of
the fort within a clearing in the forest. The monument appears
to be very stable with no sign of any recent damage. Three
small recent features were recorded within the fort.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Alvie/Kingussie and Insh
Kincraig to Dalraddy
Watching brief
Douglas Allan – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NH 856 095 to NH 794 026 and NN 684 925 An evaluation
was carried out, 1 July – 10 October 2014, on a 7.5km long
stretch of the A9 around Kincraig (Kincraig to Dalraddy) prior
to its widening to form a dual carriageway, and on a proposed
underpass adjacent to Ettridge Estate near Crubenmore. A total
of 110 trial pits were monitored along the Kincraig to Dalraddy
section and a further eight at Etteridge Underpass. One trial
pit was moved to leave a section of possible cobbled trackway
or hard standing in situ. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Raeburn Drilling and Geotechnical Ltd/Atkins Ltd,
Consulting Engineers

Creich
Ospisdale
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 71 88 A broken rosette-headed copper-alloy pin was found
near Ospisdale. It is a variant of a projecting ring-headed pin
with the head shaped into an eight-beaded rosette with central
perforation. The petals are rounded on the front surface, with
the dividing lines carried across the flat rear surface by incised
lines. The shank is broken just below the bend into the head.
Head diameter 20mm, shank diameter 3mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 79/13), allocated to Dornoch
History Links

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: SSE

Carn na Buaile Fort, Strathconon
Survey
Sorina Spanou and Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
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The broken rosette-headed copper-alloy pin found near Ospisdale
(Copyright Crown Office)
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Ospisdale
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 72 89 A Romano-British ‘dolphin’ brooch was found during
metal detecting near Ospisdale.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 156/13), allocated to Dornoch
History Links

progresses: www.medievalcromarty.org

Report: Cromarty Courthouse Museum, Highland HER, OASIS,
and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Highland Council, Cromarty
Trust, Hunter Archaeological and Historical Trust, the Art Fund
through the Headley Trust

Cromarty
Reeds Park, Cromarty
Excavation
Steven Birch and Mary Peteranna – Cromarty Medieval Burgh
Community Archaeology Project
NH 7941 6722 (centred on) The Cromarty Medieval Burgh
Community Archaeology Project was developed after winter
storms and high tides in December 2012 revealed extensive
medieval and post-medieval archaeological deposits on the E
side of the town.
Following successful excavations in 2013 (DES 2013, 97–8),
further excavations were carried out, 12 July – 3 August 2014.
Targeted open area excavations below the 18th/19th-century
layers uncovered significant medieval remains, including
stone-built foundations of substantial buildings, some
showing evidence for cruck-frame construction, vennels
and boundary walls defining medieval and late medieval
burgage plots running along the N side of Thief’s Row.
The preservation of the medieval archaeological remains
is excellent, reinforcing our belief that medieval Cromarty
was an important burgh, probably sustained by the fishing
industry.
The remains of large footings for buildings on the N side
of Thief’s Row suggest structures of at least two-storeys in
height, possibly merchants houses dating to the 16th and 17th
centuries. These indicate that Thief’s Row was not some minor
road in the town where ‘backlands’ activities were taking place
but formed a major thoroughfare in the centre of the medieval
and late medieval burgh.
The results of the work in 2014 confirm that one area of the
site may have been used for small-scale industry during the
medieval period and that the fishing industry may have formed
an important role in these activities. At the moment, this is
supported by the amount of shellfish remains (most likely
used for bait), fish bone, a significant number of stone discs
or pot lids, and dense ash layers. It is, however, apparent that
some of the deposits recovered from the earliest settlement
are domestic in nature and further work is required to fully
understand the site and to learn more about the foundations
of the medieval burgh.
Small finds from the deposits include ceramics dating to
between the 12th and 15th centuries (including imported
wares from the Scottish central belt, Yorkshire and the Low
Countries of Europe), iron fish hooks and knives, stone and
ceramic spindle whorls, a significant assemblage of rotary
quern stones, a large number of stone discs, and objects
manufactured from bronze, iron and bone. The querns have
all been found built into the medieval buildings, which may
indicate the reuse of convenient stone. One particularly large
lower quern stone had been built into the wall of one of the
buildings facing into the interior at floor level, while a second
stone had been incorporated into a paved surface or activity
area. Some of the earliest settlement evidence uncovered
indicates possible destruction of earlier wooden buildings by
fire and small-scale industrial processes.
Post-excavation analysis will be undertaken to assess the
results, while research into primary documentary sources will
continue. The project website will have more details as work

Buckles and spindle whorls from medieval contexts at Reeds Park

Croy and Dalcross
Balcroy Cycle Track
Survey and watching brief
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 82473 51192 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken, 6–27 March 2014, in advance
of proposed work for Phase 1 of a cycle track through
woodland to the E of Clephanton. Four new features were
noted: two boundary walls, a pond and an area of field
clearance. Topsoil was then stripped from a section of the
route and four additional features were recorded: three field
drains and a possible modern pit.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Kilravock Estate

Daviot and Dunlichity
Aberchalder Burn and Allt a’Choire
Watching brief and evaluation
Laura Bailey – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 56920 18500 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, 3–5 September 2013, within the area of a small
hydro-electric scheme along the Aberchalder Burn to the E
of Loch Mhòr. The work consisted of a watching brief during
the excavation of geotechnical test pits and the evaluation
of several turf and stone structures. No archaeological
features or finds were recorded in the test pits, but four
undated stone-built structures, possibly associated with
nearby post-medieval remains, were recorded near the test
pits. These were later evaluated and tentatively identified
as a possible building, enclosure and dyke of probable
post-medieval date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mott MacDonald

Dunmaglass
Survey and watching brief
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NH 604 237 A watching brief was carried out, 15 June – 20 August
2014, during groundworks associated with construction work
at Dunmaglass Wind Farm. Surveys undertaken prior to the
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groundwork had identified a number of archaeological sites.
These were demarcated to protect them during construction.
Site 28 was surveyed in detail and mitigation measures put in
place to protect the site in situ.
Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Renewables

Dunmaglass
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 5978 2276 (centred) A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out on 15 August 2014, in advance of
the creation of a new borrow pit during the construction
of a new wind farm at Dunmaglass. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: RJ McLeod

Dornoch
Loch Fleet
Survey
Joanna Hambly – The SCAPE Trust
NH 79890 95020 Following the discovery by NoSAS members
of timbers and ballast mounds strewn across the intertidal area
of Loch Fleet just beyond Skelbo, the SCAPE Trust, NoSAS
and the Nautical Archaeology Society joined forces to record
the remains. The work which was undertaken, 7–10 February
2014, formed part of the SCAPE Trust’s Scotland’s Coastal
Heritage at Risk Project.
The team made detailed records of at least 17 separate
vessels spread across an area of c300m. Records comprised
a 1:20 plan, a photographic record and a wreck recording
form. This was supplemented by low level aerial photography

Recording the wrecks at Loch Fleet (Copyright The SCAPE Trust)
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carried out by Edward Martin. The wrecks are of wooden Zulu
type fishing vessels ranging in size from c10m up to c18m in
length. Zulus were a hybrid sailing boat with a straight stem
and raking stern designed for speed and strength, introduced
in 1879. Records held in the National Fisheries Museum
in Anstruther, show that prior to WW1, Embo’s fleet was
composed mainly of larger (30ft keel and upwards) boats.
Until 1905 these numbered from c20–30 boats, with another
half as many smaller boats. After the war, only three large
boats survived and by 1920 there were none. A fleet of c20
smaller boats continued into the 1930s but, again these all
but disappeared after WW2. Vital information from the local
community revealed that this location in Loch Fleet was
traditionally used as a safe haven for over-wintering boats and
as a place of safety during bad weather. It was used by the both
the Embo and Golspie fishermen.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic Scotland and Crown
Estate

Duirinish
Hallin, Waternish, Isle of Skye
Desk-based assessment, walkover survey and evaluation
Mary Peteranna and Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological
Services
NG 24780 59135 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were carried out, 6–7 July 2014, in advance
of construction of a new house, access road and services at 8
Hallin Park. The walkover survey recorded 19 archaeological
sites relating to multiple phases of settlement, mostly postmedieval, on the site. There were three main phases of activity.
Phase 1 – Large houses with thick stone and turf walls and
rounded ends. These structures now appear as wide banks
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with some stone showing including large orthostats.
Phase 2 – House and byre structures to the NW side of the
croft. These structures have thick walls (but narrower than
those in Phase 1), rounded corners and well-coursed walls.
Phase 3 – Stone/mortared buildings set within earlier house
foundations. These structures appear to have had tin roofs,
some had concrete bases and structural elements.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: S Hart

Small stone and mortar building (Site 8c), Hallin

Duthil and Rothiemurchus
Knockgranish, Aviemore
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 902 147 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey undertaken in July 2013 identified and recorded 11
archaeological features, including cairns and the footings of
rectangular stone-built structures. An evaluation was carried
out, 20–28 November 2013, of the two features likely to be
destroyed by the development.
Trench 1 was a 1m wide slot trench across a cairn located
on the crest of a small ridge. This was found to be a large field
clearance cairn with modern material throughout and built up
directly onto turf with no underlying features.
Trench 2 cut across the middle of a stone-built rectangular
structure, which appeared to be an estate building constructed
of granite with lime mortar. The building was found to have
originally had a flagstone floor, now incomplete, and a cellar
across one side. This was filled with stones from the wall and
modern material including wire, bottles and a sheep carcass.
There was no indication of the use of the structure or of its
specific date.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Mr C Bain

Edderton
Coulcroft, Edderton
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Steven Birch and Cathy McIver – West Coast Archaeological
Services
NH 72421 83927 An evaluation was carried out, 11–12 August
2014, in advance of the development of a camping and caravan
park. A prior desk-based assessment had not identified any

known archaeological sites and only one feature, a relatively
modern plough mark, was recorded during the trial trenching
evaluation.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: J Gagan

Easter Fearn
Walkover survey and watching brief
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 62723 84685 – NH 64489 86690 A programme of
archaeological work was undertaken, September 2013 –
October 2014, in advance of the possible installation of a
hydro-electric pipeline to the SW of Easter Fearn Farm. A deskbased assessment had identified various known sites in the
area, including enclosures, shielings, hut circles and a Telford
bridge.
A walkover survey of the area was unable to locate some
of the features identified during the desk-based assessment.
Some additional features were identified, although the
majority of these are enclosures which, although of turf or dry
stone construction, appear on modern mapping. Adjustments
to the development route were recommended and mitigation
areas identified. A watching brief was carried out in three areas
where the development needed to pass nearby or through an
identified feature. Features to be avoided were flagged out to
ensure that a buffer zone was maintained.
Mitigation area 1 passed between a turf-built enclosure and a
shieling. Work in Mitigation area 2 required cutting through an
earthen bank marked on the 1st Edition OS map. This activity
was monitored and a section of the bank recorded. The bank
was formed from clay subsoil cut from a ditch. This ditch had
been subsequently recut and had again filled with organic-rich
topsoil. The ditch lay on the outside of the enclosure, which on
the 1st Edition OS map surrounded trees, and so this bank and
ditch may have functioned to keep livestock out rather than in.

Mill lade from Easter Fearn Farm
Mitigation area 3 consisted of an area very close to the
present farm buildings and where a mill lade was marked on
the 1st Edition OS map. This field was covered with bracken
during the walkover survey, but before the watching brief took
place a ditch was identified which followed the line of the mill
lade shown on the map. A well preserved cobble-based mill
lade was uncovered at the base of the ditch. This had been cut
into a natural layer of clay and lay 1m below the current ground
surface, with a piled stone lining on either side. This depth
was possible due to the undulating topography of the area, in
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Connagill roundhouse (Copyright Catherine Dagg)
which the mill pond and first part of the lade sit relatively high
and drops down steeply towards the farm buildings. A short
section of this feature was uncovered and recorded where it
needed to be cut, the rest being left covered to protect it from
damage during development.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Carter Jonas

Farr
Connagill
Excavation
Catherine Dagg, Janet Hooper, John Wombell, Anne Coombs,
Allan Mackenzie, Martha Kerr, Rona Bush and Athini Mikietyn
NC 90600 59800 The full excavation of a roundhouse of
probable Bronze Age date was carried out, 13 January – 16
April 2014, in advance of the construction of an access road
to a new electricity substation. The roundhouse is located at
the N end of Strath Halladale, an area rich in archaeological
features, but this is the first to be investigated by excavation.
Although one part of the structure had been robbed to win
stone for the adjacent early modern farmstead buildings and
enclosures, the surviving walling was substantial, complex
and possibly unique among roundhouses so far excavated
in the N of Scotland. The first phase wall, consisting of two
rings of upright slabs with an earth core, was overlaid by a
massive broad earth bank, stabilised on the exterior by steeply
battered rough courses of stones set into the earth, while some
form of wicker screen or mat appears to have been laid on
the interior face of the bank. This wicker and its supporting
stakes subsequently burned, all round the interior, although
there is no evidence for a roof fire. The charred remains of
the wicker were preserved under a stone inner wall face,
and identification of the wood species will provide valuable
information about the environment.
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Internal deposits and features show several phases of
continuous occupation. An initial central fire pit was filled
and covered with paving, a primary hearth slab was then
located next to the fire pit. These features were then covered
with more paving and hearths, some constructed and some
just areas of burning and ash. The position of post settings
suggest some initial small central structure, followed by a
ring of roof supports and outer rings of stakes. The doorway
was modified at least once, and a small outer cell added. The
quantities of ceramics found in this cell suggest either storage
or ceramic production. While radiocarbon dates are not yet
available, the roundhouse appears to share many features
with roundhouses in the Strath of Kildonan, excavated by
Fairhurst and Taylor in the 1960s. Radiocarbon dates there
indicated an Iron Age date, but the assemblage of ceramics
here at Connagill would appear to be Bronze Age. This would
suggest a long tradition of building and use of the buildings.
No metal objects or evidence for smelting were recovered at
Connagill, again suggesting an Early Bronze Age date, nor
did any unburned organic material survive. A large number
of ceramic fragments and a broken but complete pot were
recovered. The greater part of this assemblage is undecorated
and of similar fabric, but several individual sherds of different
fabrics may provide evidence of trade or exchange, while
a range of rim types and decorative or functional features
such as cordons may give a chronology. Stone tools included
exotic material such as cannel coal and pumice. Caithness
sandstone was used for pot lids and examples of fine polished
sandstone, while tool types included, as well as the usual
range of hammer stones and polishers, two perforated tools,
possibly mace heads, although exact parallels have not yet
been found.

Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy
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Klibreck
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland
Archaeology Services
NC 5920 3418 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, 4–25 October 2013, in advance of a proposed
hydro-electric scheme along the Klibreck Burn. Following an
intial walkover survey and discussion with HS, the route of the
work was adjusted to avoid the scheduled area of the former
township of Clebrig. A survey of the revised route recorded
25 features. These included various structures within the
scheduled township, as well as a number of other dry stone
enclosures, structures and dykes, bridge abutments, clearance
cairns and a possible whisky still.
It was recommended that several of these features and
areas should be flagged out to avoid damage during works,
a watching brief carried out where the development runs
between identified features, and sections should be drawn
where dykes are cut by the development.
Archive: HAS
Funder: Campbell of Doune Ltd

Rosal Township
Survey
Matt Ritchie, Rebecca Shaw, Ben Edwards and Andrew
Wilson – Forestry Commission Scotland and Rebecca Shaw
Archaeological Services

captured within the extensive surface model. Approximately
1km² was flown at a very high resolution (averaging 16 points
per metre) as a bespoke archaeological survey. The resulting
terrain model records the nature and extent of the associated
rig and furrow field systems. The terrain model has been used
to generate images for onsite interpretation.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Forestry Commission Scotland and
Highland HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Fearn
Portmahomack/Balintore
Casual find
Alison Sheridan – National Museums Scotland
A Neolithic carved stone ball, discovered by the finder when
a child; the precise findspot is unclear but is remembered
as being the Portmahomack/Balintore area. The ball is of a
granitic stone, decorated with 203 knobs carved in relief (as
verified by Ms Chelsea Anderson); it is 69mm in maximum
diameter and weighs 487g. It is of Marshall’s Type 8 and has
the largest number of knobs of any carved stone ball known,
Marshall having reported 160 as the previous highest number.
Probable date c3000 BC. The ball joins a small cluster found
around the Cromarty Firth (including a six-knobbed ball
found during excavations at Portmahomack), W of the main
concentration of ball finds in Aberdeenshire.
Archive: Allocated to Tarbat Discovery Centre, Portmahomack by
QLTR (CO.TT.109/13)
Funder: Treasure Trove Unit and Department of Scottish History
and Archaeology, National Museums Scotland

Fodderty

This hill shaded vertical view of the ALS terrain model of Rosal
has an overlying 500m grid (centred on NC 690 415) and is
oriented with N at the top of the page. (Copyright FCS by Bluesky
International)
NC 6890 4160 A programme of archaeological work consisting
of a comprehensive site inspection and detailed measured
survey were undertaken in February–March 2014 to provide
a baseline record of the surviving structural features at Rosal
township.
The survey works recorded the remains of 15 dwellings (of
which 13 were longhouses), 23 ancillary structures (of which
at least 6 were barns – indicated by their opposing entrances
used for winnowing) 4 corn kilns, 3 pit-like features (sited on
knolls), eleven enclosures and 2 stone (circle) settings, as well
as numerous clearance cairns and sections of turf/stone banks
and walling.
A supporting high resolution aerial laser scan survey (ALS
or LiDAR) was also commissioned by FCS (and undertaken by
Bluesky International). The low earthworks of the longhouses,
barns, corn-drying kilns, enclosures and field systems are all

Castle Leod
Evaluation
Mary Peteranna and Steven Birch – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services and West Coast Archaeological
Services
NH 4860 5933 A test pitting evaluation was undertaken, 10–11
May 2014, at Castle Leod. The work aimed to assess the type of
deposits on the site and to recover artefactual material relating
to the periods of occupation. Castle Leod is the home of the
chief of the Clan Mackenzie. The Clan Mackenzie expanded
their territory E from Kintail in Wester Ross towards Easter
Ross after the 1411 Battle of Harlaw. In the early 16th century,
John of Killen was granted a charter for the lands of Fodderty
and Strathgarve and in the 1550s permission was granted to
build a castle.

Excavation of a test pit against the side of Castle Leod
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A test pit against one side of the castle wall revealed a series of
deposits, which had built up against the wall and the building’s
foundations. The lower layers produced ceramics, animal
bone and material relating to modifications of the building,
including window pane glass fragments. The window glass
was analysed by Robin Murdoch, using an x-ray fluorescence
spectrometer. He looked at the glass composition and origin
and determined that some of the glass was imported, probably
in the early 1500s. In later archaeological layers, different
window glass signatures provided evidence of changes to the
castle during the 1600s to mid-1700s.
In another test trench below the castle mound, deep
archaeological layers were identified, indicating the potential
for further archaeological remains to be identified on the site.

Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Clan Mackenzie Charitable Trust, Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services and West Coast Archaeological Services

Castle Leod
Survey
Anne Cockcroft, Anne Coombs, Bob and Rosemary Jones,
Meryl Marshall, John and Trina Wombell – NOSAS
NH 485 593 (centred on) A project to survey and record
archaeological sites in the grounds of Castle Leod was carried
out by members of NOSAS in the winter of 2012–13. A total of
30 sites were located and are described below:
1. Boundary wall This wall forms the N boundary of an area
on both sides of the Peffery Burn in the N part of the policies.
The area is marked as ‘New Park’ on a 1762 map and the wall
is shown as the march of Mains of Castle Leod Farm. It appears
on the 1st Edition OS map, but is truncated by the railway. It is
described in two sections.
A. The E part NH 48760 59777 (SE end) to NH 48610 59913
(NE end/truncated by railway) Located in the upper part of
the wood to the N of the Peffery Burn. Aligned NW–SE, it is
substantial but grossly ruined having a spread of 1–2m.
B. The W part NH 48466 59979 (ENE end) to NH 48265
59887 (WSW end/truncated by a track). Descends the slope
obliquely on the N side of the Peffery Burn, crosses the Peffery
Burn at NH 48313 59939 and a short stretch continues to the
S of the burn before it meets the track. The wall is generally
substantial, with moss covered stones but tumbled in places.
2. Wall NH 48446 59990 (N end) to NH 48438 59980 (S end).
The eastern of two short walls which abut wall 1 to its N. Wall
2 is grossly wasted, ascends the hill and has been truncated by
the railway. It continues on the N side as part of the croftlands.
3. Wall NH 48403 60004 (N end) to NH 48394 59969
(S end). The western of two wasted walls, which abuts wall
1 and continue on the N side of the railway as the boundaries
of croftlands.
4. Standing stone A standing stone, 0.8m high by 0.8m wide
and 0.5m thick. This site is shown as occupied by offices on a
1762 map, so the stone is probably not in its original position.
It does not appear on the 1st Edition OS map.
5. Bridge abutment NH 48892 59239 The remains of a faced
stone bridge abutment on the W bank of the Peffery Burn. The
abutment is 1m high and c6m in length but grossly wasted in
places. A bridge is marked in this position on a 1762 map and
also on a 1828 plan. The bridge is on the main access road (see
site 8) to the castle.
6. Meallers houses NH 47811 59006 (centred on) Several
stone edges with distinct corners at this location indicate small
buildings, but their size and form could not be determined in
the dense bracken. To the W there is an area of fertile ground,
now wooded, at an easy angle. This small settlement is
marked on a 1762 map as ‘Meallers houses’. No traces of the
other buildings and small patches of improved ground marked
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to the NE on the map were found.
7. Channel This channel is 120m long, 2m deep and 15m
wide. It is probably a soak away for a stream which descends
the slope to the NE and was probably created when the
‘orchard’ (on a 1762 map), site 10 to its E, became a ‘garden’
(marked on a 1828 plan).
8. Track/avenue of trees NH 48860 59219 (E end) to NH
48722 59170 (W end) Aligned ENE–WSW, this track is c150m
long and runs from the ticket office of the castle car park to
the site of an old bridge over the Peffery Burn (Site 5). Several
trees line the track which for much of its length is sunken and
c0.5m deep. The main access road to the castle is marked as
taking this route on a 1762 map.
9. Spanish Chestnut trees Three trees which are reputed to
date to c1550:
A. NH 48649 59202 South of the castle this tree is dead but
still standing
B. NH 48733 59340 East of the castle, this is the only tree of
the three that is still alive. It has a plaque with the words:
Planted c1550 by John Mackenzie, IXth Chief of Kintail, 1480–
1556, Privy Councillor to King James V and Queen Mary, Great
Grandfather of Sir Roderick Mackenzie of Castle Leod, Coigach
and Tarbat, ancestor of the Earls of Cromartie, 1574–1626.
The plaque, which appears to have been placed in 1938,
gives the measurements of two of the trees and the location of
tree C to the NW, but it does not mention the tree to the S of
the castle, tree A.
C. NH 48652 59400 The remains of this tree are located NE
of the castle.
10. Orchard/Garden NH 48677 59527 (N end) to NH 48766
59388 (S end). A rectangular area on the W side of the Peffery
Burn below the castle may have been surrounded by a wall. It
is aligned ENE–WSW and measures c170 x 60m. It is bounded
on the E side by the burn and a line of lime trees and on the
W side by a wide channel, Site 7. Its limit at the N end is less
clear. This area may have been an early walled garden but on a
1762 map the N part of the ‘orchard’ is marked in this position
and by the time of an 1828 plan it has become a ‘garden’ again.
11. Wall/bank NH48764 59425 (E end) to NH 48414 59300
(W end). This feature is aligned ENE–WSW and probably
formed the boundary of the old policies around the castle, ie
predating a 1762 map, it may mark the extent of the policies as
shown on the Avery map of 1725. The remains of the wall are
variable where extant and have not survived in the immediate
vicinity of the castle and the garden. The wall can is divided
into sections:
A. East section NH 48764 59425 (E end) The barely
discernible footings of a c30m long wall, 0.2m high with a 2m
wide spread. It is truncated at the W end by a channel (Site 7)
and a prominent knoll, c15m in diameter and 3m high, at NH
48740 59420. The knoll may be clearance removed from the
wall during excavation of the channel. The wall would have
formed the S boundary of the garden marked on an 1828 plan.
B. West section NH 48545 59326 (E end) to NH 48467 59314
(W end). To the W of the castle the wasted wall climbs steeply
and is a barely discernible bank with a steep slope (as much
as 2m in places) to the S. It is overgrown with rhododendrons
for some of its length.
Archive: RCAHMS

Heights of Fodderty
Field visit, relocation and interpretation
John Wombell and Susan Kruse – Neil Gunn Memorial Trust
NH 51060 60714 A cup- and ring-marked stone was drawn to
the attention of the Archaeology Scotland Adopt-a-Monument
(AaM) team by concerned local residents. The stone was
located within a proposed house plot, which had received

HIGHLAND

full planning permission in 2006. While a condition had been
attached to the planning permission, to protect the stone in
situ, local residents noticed that the stone had been disturbed
and became concerned about its future. Local residents with
assistance from the AaM team recorded the original site of
the stone, gained permission for the stone to be moved and
relocated the stone to the Neil Gunn Memorial site.
The stone measured 0.8 x 0.7 x 0.3m and was weathered
to the point that although the cup marks were fairly visible
the rings were only faintly visible. Interpretation information
was provided and the stone now forms part of a wider heritage
trail, which has improved access to the monument. This work
was undertaken, 1 January 2012 – 25 March 2014, as part of
the 2011–16 Adopt-a-Monument Scheme.
Archive and report: Archaeology Scotland
Funder: Adopt-a-Monument Leader Fund, Strathpeffer Initiative,
Neil Gunn Trust, Heritage Lottery Fund and Highland Leader
Fund 2007–13

Gairloch
Croft, Poolewe
Watching brief and standing building recording
Mary Peteranna and Sam Williamson – West Coast
Archaeological Services

After demolition of the building, the remains of a 3m long
section of a wall consisting of dressed sandstone slabs was
revealed below the base of the ruin. It was located at the
centre of the two house-byre walls. Due to the nature of the
demolition work, the relationship between the later building
and this feature and any ground surfaces was not able to be
ascertained.

Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Strav McDonagh

Inverewe House, Poolewe
Desk-based assessment, walkover survey and evaluation
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 85890 81930 A desk-based assessment, walkover survey
and evaluation were carried out 22 May – 12 June 2014. The
house is not listed but is located within Inverewe Garden which
is listed. The work aimed to produce proposals for evaluation
and monitoring work to be undertaken during conservation
and development works at Inverewe House.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust Scotland and LDN Architects

Glenshiel
Inchnacroe, Morvich
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NG 97018 21187 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out
on 20 March 2014 during topsoil stripping in advance of the
construction of two holiday houses. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded on site. A survey
of the landscape on the N side of the development area
recorded the location of four sites: a farmstead and enclosure
at Inchnacroe; two shielings of which one appears to overlie an
earlier structure; and three hut circles.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mackintosh Joinery

Ruinous post-medieval building prior to demolition, Poolewe
NG 85972 79784 A watching brief was undertaken on 4 June
2014 during topsoil stripping/site clearance in advance of the
construction of a new house and agricultural building at 9
Croft. The site was considered sensitive due to it proximity
to the recorded site of a prehistoric cist burial identified in
1938. The demolition of the existing building and part of a
boundary wall were also observed. The access road had been
constructed prior to the fieldwork taking place. Six features of
archaeological interest were recorded, all of which related to
post-medieval settlement on the site.
Prior to its demolition, the existing ruin on the site was
recorded in detail. It consisted of a double-faced stone building
measuring 10.5m NNW–SSE by 4m overall. While the W wall
was mostly standing to roof height at 1.6m, a large part of the
remaining walls had fallen down. A 1.75m wide entrance was
located in the N gable end and another entrance with door
post slot was visible at the S end of the E wall. Two cruckslots were noted in the interior of the S half of the structure,
indicating that at least the S part of the structure had been a
cruck-frame construction. There had been modification to the
building over time, with a noticeable join in the centre of the
W wall. The remains of an internal partition were recorded
inside the building, although this may have been the N gable
end of the original building. A platform edge for the building
was excavated in section and consisted of 1–3 courses of large
boulders and small cobbles.

Loch Cluanie
Field visit
KC Cooper and OE Cooper

The remains of a single span arched stone bridge, Loch Cluanie
NH 0920 1180 The remains of a single span arched stone
bridge, previously submerged under Loch Cluanie, could,
due to a lowering of the water level, be seen on the 26 July
2014. It was almost certainly the bridge on the old military
road, named on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps as Drochaid
Allt a Chaorainn Mhoir. Due to bad weather conditions the
site could not be reached (but was photographed with a zoom
lens); however, it could be seen that there were remains of
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Craig Phadrig resistivity survey results (see page 109)
walls associated with it. The style of the bridge was suggestive
of military bridges elsewhere.

Golspie
Bridge of Horn
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NC 78764 05100 (centred on) A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were carried out on 1 April 2014 from
Loch Farlary to Bridge of Horn, in advance of the proposed
construction of a new water main. Seven sites including a
burnt mound, hut circles and post-medieval settlement,
were recorded.
The settlement, located under dense bracken and high
grasses, was a complex of buildings on the NE side of the Allt
nan Sgeith. It included a probable kiln, pen, enclosures and
dykes that appeared to predate the 1872 Ordnance Survey of
the area. Within the settlement, one hut circle was recorded
along with small clearance cairns, which may be associated
with the extensive prehistoric settlement in the glen. The other
hut circle and the burnt mound surveyed had been previously
identified by the Ordnance Survey.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water

Halkirk
Spittal Convertor Substation, Wick
Evaluation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
ND 1550 5550 An evaluation was carried out, 19–24 May
2014, at the preferred location of the Spittal converter
substation, on land W of the A9 near Spittal. The evaluation
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consisted of 60 trial trenches representing a 2% sample
of the area and targeting anomalies recorded during a
geophysical (magnetometer) survey of the area carried out
in March 2014. The only features recorded were a series
of drains relating to modern agricultural improvements.
Trenches targeting the geophysical anomalies identified
in the geophysical survey established that they were of
natural origin.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy Power Distribution Ltd

Inverness and Bona
Abriachan
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 5517 3581 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
in August 2014 during work associated with the construction
of a new house and services to the SE of a group of hut circles
(NH53NW 1). The site lies in an area of former forestry
plantation and there were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and
RCAHMS
Funder: Mr C Macaskill

Craig Phadrig
Survey
Louise Baker and Enda O’Flaherty – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NH 6400 4527 A detailed topographical survey of the surviving
remains of a late prehistoric or early historic vitrified fort at
Craig Phadrig was carried out on 6 February 2014. The survey
allowed the creation of a digital terrain model, contour-based
plans and oblique terrain models of the site within its landscape
setting, which will be utilised to inform future conservation
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and management of the monument by Forestry Commission
Scotland. It was one of a group of six such surveys carried out
on Forestry Commission Scotland sites in February 2014. The
other sites were at Castle Greg, Round Dounan, Sean Craig,
Dun Deardail and Torr Dhuin.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Craig Phadrig
Geophysical survey
Gordon Noble, Matt Ritchie and Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson –
University of Aberdeen and Forestry Commission Scotland
NH 6400 4527 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Easter Ross targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland. Two short seasons of geophysical
survey in July and December 2013 were conducted on Craig
Phadrig Fort where important Iron Age and early medieval
phases to the vitrified fort have been identified.
During the July survey magnetometry was attempted on the
interior of the fort, but the vitrification and geology rendered
the results unusable. Survey shifted to resitivity and four 20 x
20m grids in July and eight further grids in December covered
the interior and lower citadel of the fort. The survey grids were
recorded with dGPS.
The survey has shown the potential for geophysical survey
to reveal details on the internal layout of forts such as Craig
Phadrig. Possible features identified included potential circular
structures in the southern end of the upper citadel and activity
areas in the lower citadels. The most intriguing features are
two linear low resistance features with a bowed end (features
9 and 10 on interpretative plot). These features may be the
remains of an internal palisade or large structure within the
northern end of the upper citadel. A possible entrance to this
structure is on the northern end where the linear anomalies
curve towards one another.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
partnership with the Tarbat Discovery Centre and Forestry
Commission Scotland

River Ness Flood Alleviation Scheme
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services

NH 6638 4539 (centred on) The programme of archaeological
monitoring undertaken during Phase 1 of the River Ness Flood
Alleviation Scheme was completed in June 2014. The fieldwork
was undertaken within the area between the Ness Bridge and
Friars Bridge in Inverness.
Despite there being prior disturbance to ground levels and
underlying stratigraphy, 54 archaeological features, including
slab-built culverts, pits, building walls, middens and a medieval
ditch, were identified and recorded. An assemblage of 80 small
finds was recovered and examined by glass, ceramic, and
other specialists. The majority of the artefacts consisted of
early to mid-19th-century glass and ceramic sherds with some
diagnostic medieval ceramic sherds.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Highland Council and Morgan Sindall

Torbreck, Barley Bree
Evaluation and watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 6527 4120 A desk-based assessment, topsoil survey with
test pits, and a watching brief were carried out, 14–23 July
2014, on a new house plot at Torbreck. Topsoil test pits were
undertaken due to previous reports of a lithic scatter in the
adjacent field. On this occasion some modern material was
recovered as well as one struck lithic and two possible quartz
cores. The watching brief recorded three features, two possibly
natural rough pits with no cultural material and a modern
cattle burial.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Pat Munro

Torvean Sports Hub
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 6462 4372 A watching brief was carried out, 9–11
September 2014, during the excavation of test pits for ground
investigations ahead of development of the Torvean Sports
Hub. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance recorded in the test pits. Two boundary walls,
Sites 9 and 12, recorded during the 2013 walkover survey, were
evaluated during the monitoring.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Highland Council

Wester Drakies, Culcabock
Survey and evaluation
Stuart Farrell and Mary Peteranna
NH 68165 44295 An evaluation was carried out, 23–24 June
2014, prior to the construction of new houses and associated
services to the NE of Wester Drakies Steading. The steading
(NH 68127 44266) was subject to a photographic survey in
December 2009 prior to its demolition in 2010. The evaluation
recorded 20 features of archaeological interest, including a
slab-built drain underlying the former steading, 13 small pits
that may have been for 19th-century domestic rubbish, and the
structural remains of Drakies Farm.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and
RCAHMS
Funder: Slioch Ltd

Killearnan

Fragment of 16th/17th-century Frechen jug with face mask

Garguston
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 57 50 An Iron Age copper-alloy toggle was found during
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Excavation in progress on the shooting butt, Achnacarry Commando Camp
metal detecting near Garguston. It is a dumb-bell shape with
collars between a concave central channel. L 15mm. The type
dates to c200 BC – AD 200. Later prehistoric settlement is
known from cropmarks in the vicinity.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 30/14), allocated to Inverness
Museum

cartridges, and 9mm pistol bullets and cartridges, was made
by a local firearms specialist.
A survey was also undertaken of a previously unidentified
building foundation to the SW of Achnacarry Castle. The
foundation, which was exposed and recorded, has been
identified as the site of a guard room.

Kilmallie

Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Lochaber Archaeological Society

Achnacarry Commando Camp, Spean Bridge
Evaluation
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NN 1776 8786 (centred on) An evaluation of two WW2 era
shooting butts at the former Commando Basic Training Camp
was undertaken 8–9 May 2014, in coordination with Lochaber
Archaeological Society, as part of a project to highlight the
pivotal role that the estate and other parts of Lochaber played
in the wartime training of 25,000 elite troops. Prior to the
evaluation, the Lochaber Archaeological Society had been
conducting a systematic metal detector survey of the camp
grounds.
The pair of mounds had been built against the NW-facing
wall of the walled garden at Achnacarry Castle, forming part of
the Commando training grounds. A slot trench was excavated
through one mound. This aimed to prove that extensive bullet
marks in the wall above the mounds marked the location of
firing practice on the camp. The excavation, which uncovered
substantial spent rounds, hessian bag fragments and remains
of the target bases, revealed that the structure had been
built up repeatedly as a shooting butt for fired rounds. An
assessment of the different kinds of ammunition recovered,
which included mostly .45 Automatic Colt Pistol (ACP) bullets
as well as 0.455 revolver bullets, .38 revolver bullets, .303 rifle

Allt Iain, Cia Aig
Excavation
Catherine Dagg, Janet Hooper and Martha Kerr
NN 18258 91420 and NN 17650 88950 The excavation of two
sites was carried out, 31 March – 25 April 2014, in advance of a
hydro-electric scheme on the Cia Aig River.
On the N bank of the Allt Iain, a minor tributary of the
Cia Aig River, what appeared to be a single shieling hut was
noted during felling of coniferous forestry for construction of
a buried pipeline. This was fully excavated. The oval shielingtype structure had been built over a substantial rectangular
building, its walling reduced to its lowest courses of dry stone
double skin with sharp rubble packing. Internal deposits
consisted of layers of ash and charcoal, spreading W under
the W wall of the building and indicating previous occupation
of the site and levelling out of the small knoll on which the
structure was built. Within these deposits, three flint strikea-lights were recovered, together with numerous small flint
flakes, as well as a clay pipe stem and ferrous objects which
appear to be nails and bolts, all consistent with a late 18th- or
early 19th-century date. Two fragments of fine glazed ceramic
confirm this date. While the site is remote, it is located on what
was a major drove route, and the drove stance of Fedden is
3km to the N. It is possible that this rectangular building was
constructed to house the armed forest guard employed in the
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Allt Iain, N end of rectangular building and later oval shieling hut in centre (Copyright Catherine Dagg)
1750s to protect the valuable woodland adjacent to the drove
route from illicit felling. Later reuse as a shieling site must
have been short lived before the introduction of large-scale
sheep farming on the Locheil estates.
A second rectangular building of very similar construction
and dimensions, lower down the Cia Aig River, was also
partially excavated. This proved to have an archaeologically
sterile interior, although 19th-century ceramic and glass
fragments were recovered from the wall and entrance. It is
possible that this was built for a similar purpose to the Allt Iain
building, but was not completed or used. Proximity to a 19thcentury stalkers path suggests its use as a shelter may explain
the ceramics and glass.

down and the square was converted for use as a car park, and
in 1975 the town hall burnt down. The square is currently an
open pedestrian area.
During the watching brief, the remains of the Kennedy
Monument plinth and an associated V-shaped drain were
uncovered, in addition to a cobbled lane running along the S
side of the square.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Highland Council

Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: RWE Innogy

Cameron Square, Fort William
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Mary Peteranna and John Wombell – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NN 10151 73890 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out
in February 2014 during development work undertaken as part
of a refurbishment project. Due to the methodology employed
by the contractor, the watching brief and archaeological work
was conducted in sections over a three week period.
The desk-based assessment identified numerous changes
to the site during the development of Fort William. Cameron
Square had been originally known as Church Square with a
church at its SE end and the Kennedy Monument at the NW
end. The Kennedy Monument had been erected in 1852 in
memory of Dr William Kennedy, a local physician who died
in 1851, to honour his contributions in treating the victims of
a typhus outbreak. The church was later converted for use as
the Town Hall. In 1965, the Kennedy Monument was taken

Cobbled surface in the S corner of Cameron Square
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Dun Deardail
Survey
Louise Baker and Enda O’Flaherty – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NN 1270 7012 A detailed topographical survey of the surviving
remains of a late prehistoric or early historic fort at Dun
Deardail was carried out on 9 February 2014. The survey
allowed the creation of a digital terrain model, contour-based
plans and oblique terrain models of the site within its landscape
setting, which will be utilised to inform future conservation
and management of the monument by Forestry Commission
Scotland. It was one of a group of six such surveys carried
out on Forestry Commission Scotland sites in February 2014.
The other sites were at Castle Greg, Craig Phadrig, Sean Craig,
Round Dounan and Torr Dhuin.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kilmonivaig
Abhainn Rath, Loch Treig
Survey
John Wood and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NN 28641 68161 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out, 22 July – 1 August 2014, ahead of a proposed
run of river hydro-electric scheme along the Abhainn Rath.
One new feature, a modern walkers bothy, was noted during
the survey at NN 29559 67837.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

Allt na Lairige, Loch Treig
Survey
John Wood and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NN 30807 69237 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out, 22 July – 1 August 2014, ahead of a
proposed run of river hydro-electric scheme along the Allt na
Lairige. No new features were encountered during the survey.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

Kilmonivaig/Laggan
Corrour Estate, Spean Bridge
Survey
Jennifer Robertson
A survey of the Corrour Estate at various dates between
December 2009 and September 2013 identified a range of
features:
NN 44135 76312 Structure
Longart shieling settlement on the banks of Uisge Labhair
consists of the following 13 sites:
NN 41637 70174 House and yard
NN 41654 70184 Possible structure
NN 41673 70174 House
NN 41685 70162 Structure
NN 41795 70096 Storage hut
NN 41760 70106 Storage hut
NN 41726 70105 Storage hut
NN 41711 70085 Storage hut
NN 41671 70102 Storage hut
NN 41629 70106 House
NN 41612 70073 Storage hut
NN 41478 69936 Storage hut
NN 41804 70132 Track
NN 41607 70196 Sheepfold, which may originally have been
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an enclosure, associated with the Longart shieling settlement
NN 41804 70132 – NN 41662 69626 Track
NN 41740 69799 Structure
NN 32635 69180 Sheepfold, now below the high water level
of Loch Treig
NN 32706 69124 Possible structure and wall
NN 32819 69156 Rie Mhic Ian shieling settlement, consisting
of two huts and possible arable ground
NN 41115 69802 Memorial stone
NN 40368 69336 – NN 40255 69300 Track
NN 40206 69244 Bridge abutments
NN 40253 69296 Bridge abutments
NN 39604 68573 Clach Bhiorach natural boulder
NN 39342 68465 Structure
NN 34185 68105 Lubruarie House
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Corrour Estate

Kilmorack
Achnaha Farmstead
Survey
Jonathan Haylett and Wendy Macfadyen – Ardnamurchan
Community Archaeology
NM 45894 68972 A survey of the remains of a small group of
buildings, located beside the stream which is forded by the
Achnaha–Plocaig track, was undertaken on 26 August 2014.
NM 45894 68972 Building 1 measures 10.3 x 4.7m, has
square corners and 0.7m thick walls, which stand to a
maximum height of 0.5m. The long wall is aligned at 320°.
On the E side of the building there is a triangular area of rocks
which, away from the building, becomes a stone wall. The
wall is 9m long and ends at the burn.
NM 45907 68974 Building 2 measures 8 x 5m, has square
corners and 0.7m thick walls. The long wall is aligned at 60°.
There are possible door gaps in the N and S walls. Building 2
is located 2m from Building 1.
NM 45916 68972 Building 3 measures 8 x 5m and its long
wall is aligned at 60°. The building is barely visible, with only
a few rocks along the wall base, suggesting it may have been
built of turfs. The burn is 3m from the E end of the building
and its bank has been reinforced with a short stone wall.
The buildings do not appear on William Bald’s 1806 map,
but are marked on the OS 6" First Edition of 1843–82, when
one building, aligned 60°, is shown, along with a wall to the
NW. This work formed part of Ardnamurchan Community
Archaeology’s survey of W Ardnamurchan.
Archive: Kilchoan
Funder: Ardnamurchan Community Archaeology

Building 2, Achnaha Farmstead (Copyright Jonathan Haylett)
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Comar Wood Dun, Cannich
Post-excavation analysis
Mary Peteranna, Steven Birch, Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services

date derived from pine charcoal, probably the result of forest
clearance.
Although poorly built walling and significant tree root
disturbance caused difficulty for excavation, the results of this
keyhole evaluation have provided useful dating information
and have expanded the understanding of this site type.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kilmuir

The refittted upper rotary quern stone from the central hearth,
Comar Wood Dun (Drawn by Alan Braby)
NH 32509 31008 Post-excavation analysis was undertaken
in October 2014. The excavations revealed that Comar
Wood Dun had been constructed during the second half of
the 1st millennium BC. Evidence for two burning events
was uncovered, after both of which the site was rebuilt and
reused for several centuries before abandonment. Posthole
alignments in the entrance passage and interior courtyard
showed evidence for the construction of timber structures
inside both areas. Other structural evidence uncovered
included later interior walling used to constrict the courtyard
space and two successive central slab-built hearths, the last
of which contained broken quern fragments. Opposite the
dun entrance on the W side, was an entrance recess through
the outer enclosure wall, while on the E side of the dun
evidence for an opposing entrance passage was uncovered.
The poorly constructed walls revealed inconclusive evidence
for intramural gallery spaces and only a small amount of
artefactual material was recovered.
The results of both the faunal and palaeoenvironmental
assessments revealed the use of local woodland resources
and the presence of domesticated livestock on the site. Oak
appears to have been the main timber used for internal
structural support posts, while birch and hazel were also
probably utilised for structural purposes. Analysis of the small
finds, which included no ceramics, concluded that although
many of the items could be associated with manufacturing
activities, the scarcity of material recovered could reflect
limited occupation of the site, possibly suggesting it had a
specific non-domestic use.
The chronology for the dun use falls within a period of c600
years, and evidence for various phases is demonstrated by the
sequence of radiocarbon dates falling in the Middle to Late Iron
Age. Analysis of the dates suggests that occupation may have
taken place during two distinct periods in the Iron Age: the
4th–2nd centuries BC and 1st–3rd centuries AD. Interestingly, the
only evidence for earlier occupation or activity is a Mesolithic

Duntulm Castle Hotel, Duntulm, Trotternish
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 41400 74200 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out, 6 June – 26 July 2014, in advance of proposed
development work. The work produced a record of structures
and features within the site boundaries. These consist of
the remains of a walled garden, stone dykes and enclosures,
structures relating to the former Duntulm Steadings and Farm,
and more ephemeral features of unknown function and origin.
It probable that these sites relate to post-medieval settlement
remains, relating to activities focused on Duntulm Steadings
and the associated farm.
A strategy of mitigation was recommended and evaluation
and recording of the main building and steading complex must
await evaluation and watching briefs during the proposed site
developments.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Firebird Resources and Rural Design Architects

Staffin Community Trust New Pathways
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
A walkover survey and feasibility study was carried out, 12
August – 15 September 2014, as part of plans to construct a
new network of paths along the E coast of the Trotternish
Peninsula, to complement and augment the existing
pathways. Eight routes were surveyed with 165 sites recorded.
The work was undertaken to assess the nature and extent of
any archaeological sites along the proposed routes, in order
to provide information on their potential as points of interest
to those using the paths, and to inform recommendations
for further research and interpretation of the sites, and
their protection and management. The sites surveyed and
recorded in detail include: the diatomite works and fishing
station at Inver Tote; extensive prehistoric and post-medieval
settlement remains at Culnacnoc and Lonfearn, Dun Hasan;
post-medieval settlement structures at Port Earlish; extensive
multi-period settlement remains at Garafad; hut circles at
Breun Phort; Kilena Burial Ground; Carn Ban; a possible
cairn and turf structure near An Corran; and post-medieval
settlement at Staffin Bay.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Staffin Community Trust

Kiltarlity and Convinth
Belladrum
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 517 421 Following excavations in 2012 (DES 2012, 106) at
the findspot of two coin hoards (one Roman, one medieval),
a second season of excavations was conducted, 29 August –
7 September 2014, to clarify their context. Two main trenches
were opened: one immediately S of the hoards, conjoined
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Typical building at Garafad settlement, showing Staffin Bay in the background (see page 113)
with the 2012 trench; and another further S, over putative
settlement remains uncovered previously. The results painted
a far more complex picture of the site’s development, with a
well preserved series of buried soils.
Phase 1 is Early Neolithic, associated with sherds of
carinated bowl pottery; structural remains consist of a series
of pits and a small stone row. An unstratified pitchstone flake
is likely to relate to this activity. This horizon was overlain by a
thick layer of hillwash (phase 2; presumably from agricultural
activity nearby which caused erosion). This left the tops of the
stone row standing proud.
Further structures, likely to be ritual in nature, were then
constructed in phase 3 – a small cairn, a very small circle of
stones, and some other stone-packed features. No artefactual
dating evidence was recovered, but it is suspected to be
Bronze Age in date. Some of these features were overlain
by a series of long dry stone field walls (phase 4); observed
relationships between walls indicate that this system built up
over some time. One of the walls was aligned on the earlier
stone row. The second main wall was overlain by a cobbled
spread (phase 5) associated with Flat-Rimmed pottery of Late
Bronze Age/Early Iron Age date. This provides a terminus ante
quem for the field walls.
There was then apparently a long gap before the deposition
of the Roman silver coin hoard in the 2nd century, and then
the medieval silver coin hoard in the 14th century. Neither was
associated with any settlement activity, and although the area
was probably still used for agriculture, there was no trace of
this. It strongly suggests that both hoards were buried because
this was a memorable landscape, marked by cairns, standing
stones and stone walls, rather than being associated with a
contemporary settlement.
The lack of visible surviving remains was explained by a test
trench in a hollow to the S, excavated to see if it had once been
waterlogged. This proved negative, but it did reveal thick soil
dumps from when the area was extensively landscaped in the
19th century. A further test trench at the S edge of the field, on
a higher terrace, revealed cobbled surfaces, but time did not
permit their investigation.
The results suggest there are well preserved and well
stratified remains in this field from an extensive earlier
prehistoric ritual and farming landscape. This provides a
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plausible context for the burial of the two hoards, many
centuries later, in a landscape shaped by history.
Funder: Inverness Field Club and National Museums Scotland

Kincardine
Glencalvie
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 4916 8745 – NH 4732 8957 A walkover survey was carried
out on 13 February 2014 in advance of a proposed hydroelectric scheme along the Garbh Allt on the Glencalvie Estate.
The sites of the proposed intake, turbine and penstock line,
as well as the expected access route, were walked. The survey
identified enclosures, dry stone rectangular buildings and
footbridges which formed two separate settlements at each
end of the proposed development. It was advised that the
proposed route should be adjusted to avoid these features.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Glencalvie Estate

The remains of a structure recorded during the Glencalvie walkover
survey

Kingussie and Insh
Etteridge to Boat of Garten
Watching brief
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 68977 93720 to NN 75839 99043 A programme of work
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was undertaken, May – July 2013, during the installation of
poles and excavation of cable trenches for a new overhead
electricity line. Known archaeological sites were demarcated
and watching briefs undertaken at a number of sites
where ground-breaking works were in close proximity to
upstanding archaeological features. No new archaeological
features or finds were identified during the watching briefs,
and the upstanding archaeological features remained
unaffected. A number of existing field boundary walls were
recorded in section.

A total of 11 features were identified and recorded: 10 stonefilled field drains and 1 elongated clay lined pit. It was possible
to identify several phases of drain-cutting as there was some
variety in the shape and depth of construction, including
deep V-shaped cuts and shallow square cuts. Several drains
intercut each other and sections through these also helped
to establish relationships. No dating evidence was recovered,
and there was no indication of the function of the pit. The
drains clearly demonstrate the long running agricultural use
of the plot.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Electricity

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: R and J Tilford

Kirkhill

Laggan

Wardlaw, Kirkhill
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 55297 45467 A watching brief was undertaken, 8 January –
13 June 2014, during work associated with the construction of
a new house behind the Wardlaw Church of Scotland, Wardlaw
Road. Seven features were identified mostly associated with
the footings of a stone-built structure in the NE corner of the
plot. The structure consisted of three surviving mortared
stone walls with two adjoining spurs of wall on the outside of
the building. The structure appeared to have been rectangular
in plan and may have had a running water supply added after
construction. This structure was not noted on any historic
maps, was unknown by locals and its function is unclear. It
appeared to overlie a stone filled drainage channel similar to
another identified at the other end of the site. A 3D model was
made of the structure which can be viewed at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=7tEqeTMFXmE

A86 Causeway, Laggan
Desk-based assessment and survey
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 6138 9390 A desk-based assessment and survey were
carried out in November 2012 on the A86 causeway at Laggan.
Early map coverage and bibliographic records indicate that the
causeway was first constructed during the early part of the
19th century, and is not related to Wade or Caulfeild’s military
roads in this area. This suggests it was built as an improvement
in local communications rather than for military movements.
While it is not specifically recorded that the causeway was
designed or commissioned by Thomas Telford, its association
with the construction of Telford’s Laggan Road and associated
series of early 19th-century bridge crossings at Laggan Old Kirk
strongly suggests that it was.
The visible fabric of the earlier, and possibly original,
road surface suggests a road build which conforms to
road building technology of the time; Wade and Caulfeild
roads of the 18th century were built of boulder foundations
with smaller broken stone ballast and metalled with small
grave, although this basic technology can also be seen in
Roman roads. The vertical stones revealed in section on the
causeway appear to form a kerb, as they do not appear to
continue beyond the edge of the road. The presence of the
vertical stones and the metalled surface indicates that more
of the old road is likely to survive beneath the tarmac and be
in good condition.

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Mr W Dennison

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scotland Transerv

Glenshero Estate, Laggan
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services

Structure discovered at Wardlaw, Kirkhill

Knockbain
Bogallan Croft
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 63610 50886 A watching brief was carried out, 17–19
September 2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a house and access track. The wider area
surrounding the site contains various features including
cropmarks, farmsteads and a 19th-century church, but there
were no records of sites in the immediate vicinity of the
development area.

Wade’s Bridge spanning the Allt Feith a’ Mhoraire, looking SE
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NN 46334 95895 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out, 12–26 August 2014, in advance of a proposed
new road scheme. The survey identified and recorded four
new archaeological sites including a shieling group, circular
stone/boulder settings, and a stone-built enclosure; while
other known sites including a stone and turf enclosure, and
two of Wade’s Bridges were also visited. Mitigation measures
were proposed to safeguard the sites.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bidwells and Rio Tinto Alcan (Glenshero Estate)

Laggan/Strathmashie Forest
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NN 58200 93246 (centred on) A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were carried out on 31 March 2014
in the Laggan/Strathmashie Forest in advance of the
proposed construction of an access track by a neighbouring
landowner. The survey identified four archaeological sites,
including two post-medieval buildings, an enclosure/pen
and a water tank.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Latheron
Hill of Lychrobbie
Desk-based assessment and survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
ND 17122 32184 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out, 8 November 2013 – 16 April 2014, in advance
of a proposed wind turbine development. Thirteen features
were identified including boundary walls, an old roadway
and structures shown on the 1st Edition OS map. In addition,
a previously unknown possible long cairn was identified at
ND 17056 32325. This feature was a long low stone bank, 6m
wide and running for c35m, and oriented roughly N–S. It was

defined at the N end by an extant dry stone pile, free from
vegetation and standing c0.9m high and 1.3m in diameter.
The larger part of this feature was obscured by heather but
it appears to be a continuous mound of rounded local stones.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Wind Harvest Ltd

Lismore and Appin
Keil Chapel and Graveyard
Field visit, recording of tombstones and vegetation clearance
Neil Malcolm and Margaret Malcolm – Friends of Keil Chapel
NM 97177 53817 Situated on the shore of Loch Linnhe are the
remains of Keil Chapel and burial ground. The chapel has been
identified as late medieval and is dedicated to St Columba. The
burial ground has continued to be of wider public interest, as
the remains of James Stewart, or better known as James of the
Glen or Seumas a’Ghlinne, lies within the burial ground.
The association with James of the Glen has long made
Keil Chapel a prominent location within the landscape and
is regularly visited by visitors to the area, despite the site
not being actively promoted. The group hopes to improve
access to the chapel and burial grounds, as the current access
involves climbing over a ruinous stone wall. They also wish
to develop a long term funding and conservation strategy for
the site to enable the preservation of this monument for future
generations to appreciate and enjoy.
The Archaeology Scotland Adopt-a-Monument team worked
with the Friends of Keil Chapel on the 1 September 2014 to
undertake a programme of work at Keil Chapel and Graveyard.
The burial ground was cleared of vegetation, mapped and
tombstone inscriptions were recorded. An interpretation
sign was also mounted. Future plans include consolidation
of the chapel walls, and the online publication of the survey
of the graveyard’s tombstones for interested parties to search.
This work was undertaken as part of the 2011–16 Adopt-aMonument Scheme.

Outer wall face comprising upright slabs on the NW side of Sean Craig Fort (see page 117)
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Archive: Archaeology Scotland, Lochaber Archives,
Fort William Appin Historical Society Port Appin and
RCAHMS (intended). Report: Archaeology Scotland
Funder: Highland Leader Fund 2007–13, Heritage Lottery Fund
and Historic Scotland

Lochalsh
Carn na Sean-Chreag
Survey
Louise Baker and Enda O’Flaherty – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NG 8188 3147 A detailed topographic survey of the surviving
remains of a late prehistoric/early historic possible galleried
fort at Sean Craig was carried out on 8 February 2014. The
survey allowed the creation of a digital terrain model, contourbased plans and oblique terrain models of the site within
its landscape setting, which will be utilised to inform future
conservation and management of the monument by Forestry
Commission Scotland. It was one of a group of six such surveys
carried out on Forestry Commission Scotland sites in February
2014. The other sites were at Castle Greg, Craig Phadrig, Round
Dounan, Dun Deardail and Torr Dhuin.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Sean Craig Fort, Plockton
Evaluation
Mary Peteranna, Steven Birch, Cathy MacIvor and Sam
Williamson – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services and
West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 81889 31472 An evaluation was undertaken, 20–14 October
2014, at Sean Craig Fort (SAM 5532). Two trenches were
excavated over the entrance and over a section of intramural
gallery. The work aimed to clear and record the entrance of
the fort ahead of the upgrading of the footpath to the site and
through the entrance, in order to establish the nature and
extent of any surviving deposits and to learn more about the
form, function and date of the site.
The trench across the entrance, in the NE quadrant of the
fort, recorded two surviving wall faces built on top of the
bedrock outcrop and subsoil. There were no archaeological
finds recovered from the trench, although a level, intermediate
deposit of small stone clasts between mixed rubble layers
appeared to be an intentional fill within the entrance. Within
the entrance passage, the walling protruded on the interior to
form door checks and fragmentary remains of small slabs at
the base may have formed a floor surface. Angled slabs and
protruding stonework built into the SE entrance wall indicated
that the wall may have been rebuilt, possibly closing off a
guard cell entrance on the SE side.
The second trench, excavated across a section of intramural
gallery in the NW quadrant, recorded two surviving courses
of outer wall face consisting of large upright slabs. The
intramural gallery space, measuring 0.7m wide and up to
1m high, consisted of well built rubble wall faces on top of
the natural subsoil. There were no archaeological horizons
encountered and the only artefact recovered was a fragment of
antler from within the rubble fill.
Further survey of the fort, conducted to enhance the existing
measured survey, identified mostly continuous intramural
gallery spaces to both sides of the entrance that terminated
at the rock face along the SW edge of the terrace. A possible
cell on the inside of the fort may be the remains of an attached
structure and entrance passage into the gallery on the NW side
of the site.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Lochbroom
Allt Coire Cronaidh
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 2125 9441 Against rock face adjoining waterfall, and on
fluvial detritus downstream on W bank there is an enclosure,
measuring 18 x 12m over 2m walls, and other outlines.
Archive: RCAHMS

Allt Creagan Ghiubhas
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 2195 9470 Either bank of stream, above road, groups of
rectangular ‘rooms’ formed out of alluvial detritus.
Archive: RCAHMS

Am Beum
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 2441 9304 On the S side of small promontory at W end of
ravine, 18m long by 15m widest, occupied originally by an oval
enclosure 13m N–S by 10m over 3m walls, but an 8m square
sub-rectangular building superimposed on NW quadrant. On
opposite bank at NH 2448 9308, building foundations 12 x 6m
and 12 x 8m and a number of oval huts.
Archive: RCAHMS

Cadubh
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 2222 9447 Raised platform 25 x 12m containing a 9m
diameter enclosure over 2m rubble walls. It is damaged on E
by modern track to ford.
Archive: RCAHMS

Cadubh
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 2187 9481 At about 120m OD on a knoll on lateral moraine
adjacent rectangles 18 x 6m over 2m walls, three divisions and
14 x 6m, other foundations close by.
Archive: RCAHMS

East Rhidorroch
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 2403 9335 About 400m ESE of East Rhidorroch Lodge, in
a former meander, a bank 12m broad encloses an oval space
40–45m across. There is an internal ditch 4m wide.
Archive: RCAHMS

Eilean a’ Chleirich – Priest Island
Survey
Jill Harden – The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
NB 922 021 A field survey of Eilean a’ Chleirich (an RSPB reserve
as the whole island is one of the noted breeding locations for
storm petrels) was undertaken, 11–15 June 2014, to enhance
the existing records for sites on the now uninhabited island.
A few new structures were recorded, associated with
sheep handling to get stock off the island in the 19th and
20th centuries, but otherwise the opportunity was taken to
add greater detail for features previously recorded by aerial
photography and during Frank Fraser Darling’s stay on the
island in 1936 and 1937.
Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: RSPB
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Keppoch Township, Dundonnell
Survey and recording
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 09510 88630 The project, 24–28 April 2014, involved
clearing vegetation from the site in order to ascertain the
nature and extent of its component buildings and features
and their relationship to each other. The buildings were
then surveyed using the taped offset method. Twelve NOSAS
members attended and some training and guidance was
given in order to ensure that consistency was achieved.
Situated on the N bank of the Dundonnell River just 300m
from where it enters Little Loch Broom, this township is on a
SW-facing slope and consists of a number of structures, most
of which have been robbed of their stone, and a variety of
other features on both sides of a small burn. The lower part
of the township is tree covered and many of the remains are
covered with brambles and/or bracken. There is very little
cultivatable land in the immediate vicinity. The site comprises
28 buildings, 4 enclosures, a possible kiln or hearth, a possible
bloomery or smithy, a trackway, and a substantial wall which
post-dates occupation of the township.
The remains of the buildings indicate at least three phases
to the township. The buildings in the N part are smaller and
more roughly constructed; most of these are between 7–8m
x 2m internally and some have rounded corners. Several
more substantial buildings have multiple compartments,
with drains indicating their use as byres. The lower
larger buildings have more upstanding wall remains and
are probably those of the final phase of occupation; six
buildings on the same alignment form a ‘street’ running
parallel to the river. These buildings vary in size from 13–
19m x 3.5–4m internally, most have a terraced ‘walkway’ to
the front/S side and a back ditch to the rear/N side. The

two westmost buildings have been severely disturbed by
spate inundation from the nearby burn. An unusual small
rectangular building with rounded ends sits on an ‘island’
between two small burns at the centre of the township.
It measures 7 x 4m overall and has roughly constructed
substantial stone walls 1m thick and up to 1.55m high; the N
part of this building has a stone-built plinth with a shallow
oval bowl 1 x 1.7m and a void underneath. It is possible that
this was some sort of kiln or hearth. To the N of this and
beside the same burn, in which an abundance of iron slag
was found, the remains of a further building are worthy of
mention. This building has been more carefully constructed
and is different to the others of the township. It has been
robbed of its stone, but has substantial, up to 0.3m high,
double faced stone footings. In front of the building there
is a roughly semi-circular grassy platform, measuring c7 x
5m, with a grassy apron; it is possible that this is the site of a
bloomery. A substantial wall which post-dates the township
bounds the river for the entire length of the township; it is
mostly upstanding and has almost certainly been built using
stone robbed from the buildings.
Archive: NOSAS. Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS

Leckmelm
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 16480 90440 A walkover survey was undertaken, 1–11
July 2014, prior to installation of a hydro-electric scheme
above Leckmelm and Campbeltown by Loch Broom. Newly
identified features included two dry stone rectangular
shieling huts (centred on NH 1778 9088), both remarkably
similar at 6.5 x 2.5m, surviving up to 1m high, and oriented
cE–W. Several courses were visible in the external walls and

Aerial shot of Scotsburn House Fort during excavations (Copyright Oskar Sveinbjarnarson)
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one possible internal division was noted. A small stretch of
dry stone walling c2.5m long and 0.6m high with vertical
capstones was also recorded (NH 18102 90963). This structure
possibly formed part of a dam or enclosure as it sealed a low
point in a natural boggy bowl. It was recommended that the
development should avoid these features and stick to existing
access tracks as far as possible.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: DHG Hydro

Dry stone shieling above Leckmelm

Logie Easter
Scotsburn House Fort
Excavation
Candy Hatherley, Aoife Gould and Gordon Noble – University of
Aberdeen
NH 71480 76160 (NH77NW 6) As part of the Northern Picts
Project surveys and excavations have been undertaken from
2012 to 2014 on six Atlantic roundhouses on the Tarbat
Peninsula, to track the nature of settlement in this landscape
in the first millennium BC to AD. Work was undertaken at this
site from 8–31 July 2014.
The monumental roundhouse at Scotsburn House occupies
a spur of land on the southern edge of a natural terrace at
c120m OD. The site sits on a steeply sloping summit of a low
hill that overlooks the land surrounding Nigg Bay on the N
shores of the Cromarty Firth. Immediately to the W is a steep
ravine leading to the Balnagown River and to the N are the
hills of Strath Rory on which the hillfort of Cnoc An Duin,
c2km to the SE, lies. The roundhouse is strategically located at
the end of the Strath, a major route westward and at the base
of the largest hillfort in Easter Ross. Prior to excavation the
upstanding remains of a large thick-walled dry-stone walled
roundhouse could be identified on the summit of the hillock,
previously referred to as both a broch and a dun (RCAHMS
1979). Encircling the house is a series of well preserved
outworks, which include a stone enclosure wall that surrounds
the roundhouse, which in turn is flanked by two earthen
banks and ditches which can each be traced to the edge of the
ravine. A break in the outworks at the N indicates the likely
position of an entrance through the enclosures. Due to heavy
vegetation and extensive piles of rubble, the exact dimensions
of the house and its walls or location of its entrance has yet to
be identified, but is c15m.
A 20 x 2m long evaluation trench was positioned across
the outworks and the wall of the roundhouse. The wall of
the roundhouse was not excavated but the upper surface

was exposed by de-turfing and removal of loose rubble. The
wall was 4.2m wide and consisted of an inner and outer
wall with a probable intra-mural void, c1m wide, located
between them. Between the wall of the roundhouse and
enclosure wall a 7m wide area with well preserved evidence
of extra-mural activity surrounding the roundhouse was
exposed. The foundations of two thin dry stone walls were
partially exposed, a linear wall running almost parallel to
the roundhouse wall and a curvilinear structure with a flagstone floor. Cobbled surfaces, thick layers of charcoal-rich
occupation deposits and extensive areas of daub and turf
suggest that these walls are the stone bases of turf and timber
structures. A mortar stone was recovered from the surface of
one of the occupation horizons between the structures, along
with extensive deposits of burnt grain. Between the enclosure
wall and the inner earthen bank was a 3m wide heavily ironpanned metalled surface. Rutting and repeated repair on its
surface suggested it was a well used route into the complex.
Between the inner and outer bank and beyond the outer bank
two rock-cut ditches showed signs of re-cutting and shoring
with stone-slab revetting. Other indications of an extended
period of occupation of the enclosed areas beyond the house
was the repair and remodelling of the enclosure wall on two
separate occasions and the consolidation of both earthen
banks with stone revetting.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
partnership with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Loth
Loth Burn
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NC 9455 1154 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out on 4 September 2014 in advance of a hydroelectric scheme along Loth Burn in Glen Loth. Previously
recorded sites in the glen included numerous prehistoric hut
circles and field systems and the SAM of Carn Bran Broch. A
total of 11 sites were recorded within close proximity to the
pipeline route, including a previously unknown turf/stone
structure, which may relate to prehistoric settlement. Other
sites surveyed included a stone-built ramp of unknown use
and the scant remains of hut circles that had been previously
identified by the OS.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Glen Hydro Development

Carn Bran Broch, on the E side of the Loth Burn
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

119

HIGHLAND
Morvern
Liddesdale Bay
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
NM 7776 5972 The Liddesdale Burn has been canalised as it
enters the bay and the spoil thrown up on the E side over a
distance of c70m to form one side of a tidal fish trap. The trap
turns W at NM 7776 5972 where it crosses the canalised burn
as little more than a double line of small boulders, then curves
WSW as a low rubble spread of boulders and stones for c100m
to terminate at NM 7765 5973.
There is insufficient stone for the wall to have been an
effective barrier and it is assumed that it was used to support
a stake and wire fence. The canalised burn may have given
deep water access to the storehouse at high tide as the quay,
recorded by the RCAHMS in 1980, but now severely eroded,
was difficult of access over a gently sloping beach.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per HLF

NH 79844 27350 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out, 21–24 February 2014, in advance of
new water treatment work upgrades at Tomatin. The survey
recorded the site of a known hut circle and associated field
system and identified one new archaeological site, which
may comprise the degraded remains of a prehistoric cairn.
Mitigation measures were proposed to safeguard the site.
One worked flint flake was recovered from the surface of an
eroding track.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Nairn
Moray Place, Nairn
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Emma Malone and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 8850 5644 A watching brief was undertaken, September
2013 – May 2014, during topsoil stripping and groundwork
associated with the construction of a new house. The site is
on a steep slope and had been very disturbed in the recent
past. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report Highland HER
Funder: Mr and Mrs Mackie

Nigg
King’s Cave
Excavation and survey
Gordon Noble, Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson and Vaidutis Zutautas
– University of Aberdeen
NH 8393 7104 As part of the Northern Picts Project surveys
and excavations have been undertaken in an area stretching
from Aberdeenshire to Easter Ross targeting sites that can help
contextualize the character of society in the early medieval
period in northern Pictland.
In October 2014 a cave site on the Tarbat Peninsula was
targeted for excavation. The cave has a tradition of being
associated with King Nechtan, a 8th-century Pictish king who
is said to have lived in the cave in AD 724. Our work aimed to
document any activity in the cave and provide an initial survey
and date for any surviving deposits in the cave.

The boatslip at Liddesdale Bay
Liddesdale Bay
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
NM 7793 5970 An ice-scoured rocky outcrop immediately
to the E of the Liddesdale Storehouse, built by the Morvern
Company c1730, provides shelter for a boatslip 4m wide and
70m long.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per HLF

Moy and Dalarossie

Recording a section in King’s Cave

Tomatin Water Treatment Works, Craig Morile
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services

Three trenches were excavated. Trench 1 was close to the
centre of the cave where a cluster of large round boulders
indicated previous human activity. The trench revealed a hard
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calcium crust underlying the boulders and this crust sealed
softer beach sand deposits. Within these lower sand deposits a
layer of charcoal was encountered and sampled. Trench 2 was
towards one of the side walls. This trench showed no signs of
human activity within the cave. Trench 3 was excavated at the
entrance where a number of larger boulders were identified. It
is possible that these once belonged to a wall built to shelter
the cave entrance. The test trench revealed two charcoal layers
interspersed by storm/beach deposits. No definite foundations
to a wall were found, but the charcoal layers stopped abruptly
in association with boulders lying at the entrance suggesting
that there may have been a wall located here which has since
been largely removed.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
partnership with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Petty

series of pits of varying size and function ranging from the
Early Neolithic to the post-medieval period.
Seven pits have been confirmed as dating to the Neolithic
period, based on radiocarbon dating and pottery typology.
These gave a date range of 3659–2890 cal BC and yielded
modified Carinated Bowl, Impressed Ware and Grooved Ware
pottery sherds. Amongst the carbonised botanical assemblage
of alder, birch, hazel and willow charcoal, and charred
hazelnut shells and barley, were the grains of bread wheat,
which are usually found in association with large Neolithic
timber halls. Of particular significance was the presence of
carbonised seeds of cultivated flax, which is a rare find in a
Neolithic context.
The Bronze Age pits which have been radiocarbon dated
gave a date range of 1930–1616 cal BC. All contained a single
fill of what has been interpreted as domestic hearth waste.
Sherds of Beaker and Food Vessel pottery were recovered from
some of these features.

Tornagrain
Watching brief
Lachlan McKeggie and Emma Malone – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 77852 49733 A desk-based assessment and watching brief
were undertaken, 25 February – 17 July 2014, during work
associated with the diversion of a gas pipeline a little to the E
of Tornagrain. A total of 14 features were identified, including
a possible kiln, all were located at the W end of the route
around NH 77359 849873. Most of the features were thought
to be natural, but a dry stone wall at NH 277598 49777 and a
clearance cairn at NH 77480 49804 were also recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Rayden Engineering Ltd

Early Bronze Age bipartite urn recovered from Feature 10,
Greenside Farm (Copyright RoCAS)

Possible kiln at Tornagrain

Rosemarkie
Fortrose and Rosemarkie Waste Water Works,
Greenside Farm
Watching brief and excavation
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 73121 57093 A watching brief and excavation were carried
out, 6 June – 27 July 2012, during the upgrade of the Fortrose
and Rosemarkie Waterworks on land W of Greenside Farm.
A total of 37 features were recorded, which consisted of a

The largest feature was a pit measuring 4.00 x 2.85 x
1.40m deep. It had steep sides on the NE, SE and SW, but
was shallower and scooped on the NW. This shallow slope
was interpreted as an access to the base of the pit, where a
small fire pit was located, as it appeared to be stepped to aid
ingress and egress. There was a complex sequence of fills and
deposits within the pit, including evidence of burning at the
base. The lower depositional filling events were interlaced
with sand lenses from natural slumping around the sides and
possible redeposited clean sand layers. The upper fills were
interpreted as backfilling events. The pit yielded a significant
amount of carbonised cereal grains, which was dominated by
naked barley and has led to the interpretation of the pit being
used as a grain-drying kiln. Radiocarbon dating has provided
a date range of 1879–1528 cal BC, placing the feature firmly in
the Bronze Age. Interestingly, from the upper backfill layers,
three pieces of unburnt daub were recovered, which had the
imprints of thick withies. One piece also contained a fragment
of pitchstone.
Five pits formed a tight cluster to the NE of the graindrying kiln and formed a small funerary complex containing
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cremation burials. Two pits contained cinerary urns: an Early
Bronze Age Cordoned Urn was found in pit Feature 8, while pit
Feature 10 contained an inverted Early Bronze Age bipartite
urn. Feature 10 yielded grave goods in the form of a copper
alloy awl and three fired clay beads, all of which had been
through the pyre. These features gave a date range of 1781–1619
cal BC. Charcoal recovered from the base of Feature 8 gave
an early date of 7034–6700 cal BC, giving a hint of Mesolithic
activity on the site.
A large round pit (Feature 5) was intriguingly filled with
stone, one of which was a carved piece of sandstone. It
comprised the capital head of a pilaster of semi-octagonal
section and the shape, style and stone type suggest a late
medieval, ecclesiastical context. It may have originated from
nearby Fortrose Cathedral. Charcoal recovered from the
base of the pit gave a date of cal AD 1168–1266.
Several other pits scattered across the site did not have any
apparent use. They contained homogenous fills that did not
yield any botanical remains to suggest a date. These were
interpreted as being post-medieval.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water

Gollanfield Avenue, Rosemarkie
Watching brief
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 73679 57396 A watching brief was carried out, 18
March – 2 May 2014, during the second and main phase of
work on a new house plot (DES 2013, 117). Three features
were identified. One was a large semi-rectangular pit around
0.6m deep filled with modern material. The second was a
toothed bucket scoop in the sandy subsoil. The final feature

was elongated with a bowl like pit at one end and a long tail
running off to the NW. This feature was free of any cultural
material and its function was unclear, although it could have
been a kiln of some kind.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Mr M Hossack

Rosemarkie Caves Project
Test pitting in coastal caves
Simon Gunn – Rosemarkie Caves Project, affiliated
to NOSAS
Test pits were dug in five caves, 6–10 October 2013, primarily
to look for charcoal and bone for radiocarbon dating. These
caves were on the S shore of the Black Isle near Inverness.
Caves investigated were: NH 751 601 Ivy Cave; NH 756 607
Learnie 1B; NH 757 608 Learnie 2B; NH 757 609 Learnie 3B;
NH 759 608 Learnie 3C. No suitable samples for dating were
found in Ivy Cave, but the other caves revealed use of the
caves from AD 200–1200. The detailed results can be seen in
the radiocarbon section of this volume of DES.
Funder: Highland Council and The Cromarty Trust

Rosskeen
Newfield North, Alness
Evaluation
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 6692 7032 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 14–15 January 2014, in advance of a proposed
housing development on land on the NE side of Alness.
At the start of the evaluation half of the development site
had been previously cleared. A total of 20 trenches were

Skye: An oblique low altitude aerial photograph of the fine broch of Dun Suladale (Copyright FCS) (see page 123)
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excavated and 3 features of archaeological interest, all
associated with field drainage, were recorded. One feature
was the remains of a stone-built culvert, which had been
previously damaged by the landowner, and was located in
line with a drainage ditch running from a pond.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Pat Munro (Alness) Ltd

detail and 360° flexibility of low altitude vertical and oblique
aerial photography by microcopter.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Strath
Broadford Industrial Estate, Skye
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 6384 2413 An evaluation was undertaken, 14–15 January
2014, in advance of the development of a c2.19ha area at
Broadford Industrial Estate. The presence of live services
and restricted access reduced the planned 7% evaluation of
760 linear metres to 650 linear metres. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Highlands and Islands Enterprise

Remains of a stone-built culvert, Newfield North (see page 122)

Small Isles
Howlin, Isle of Eigg
Watching brief
Lynn Fraser and John Wombell – West Coast Archaeological
Services
NM 4790 8988 A watching brief was carried out, 15–17 July
2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of a house, shed and drainage channel at Croft 18, Howlin. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: P Carr and C Davies

Snizort
Skye
Aerial photography
Matt Ritchie and Ed Martin – Forestry Commission Scotland
NG 374 525 A programme of low altitude aerial photography
was undertaken on Skye in support of FCS monument
management and condition monitoring. To broaden the
fieldwork objectives and demonstrate the methodology, a
further site was included: the fine broch of Dun Suladale
above Loch Snizort.
Low altitude vertical and oblique aerial photography uses
a remote controlled microcopter equipped with a digital
camera. The technique has proved remarkably adept at
capturing images for illustration, site condition monitoring
and for conservation management purposes, particularly
in regard to upstanding masonry structures and large-scale
earthworks. The technique can be used to provide both
detailed images and landscape setting; and rectified vertical
images can be used to support archaeological measured
survey. Traditional aerial photography cannot match the

Broadford to Elgol New Water Main, Skye
Watching brief
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
Five watching briefs were undertaken, 27 February – 27 June
2014, on sections of the new water main pipeline between
Broadford and Elgol. This work was carried out in response
to recommendations made following a walkover survey of the
pipeline route in 2013 (DES 2013, 118–9).
NG 62220 20920 Marble Line Sections The investigation
of the former Marble Railway line at Suardal provided the
opportunity to look in detail at the construction of the track,
both on the main line accessing the marble quarries and on
the sidings close to the former processing works. The trenches
which cut through the Marble Line produced evidence for
the make-up of the main track bed and additional features
such as stone revetments and drainage ditches. However, the
track design and make-up, while taking into consideration the
wet weather conditions that would have inevitably affected
operation of the train, proved to be of a slight and quite
ephemeral build. This possibly indicates the temporary nature
of the railway, the whole enterprise being abandoned for good
in 1939.
NG 61706 20696 Kilchrist Church and Graveyard The
watching brief carried out at Kilchrist, in particular, around the
church and graveyard enclosure, produced no archaeological
features or finds. This was a very surprising result considering
the close proximity of the graveyard enclosure wall and the
depth of time the church had potentially been in use. However,
the ground through which the pipe trench was cut included
low lying wet ground and chaotic topography with outcropping
limestone bedrock and natural volcanic dolerite swarm dykes.
NG 58870 20330 Kilbride Section The quite extensive
watching brief carried out at Kilbride cut through a landscape
populated by a wide range of sites, including prehistoric
standing stones, cairns and a now lost stone circle. The pipe
trench also passed close to the platform on which the site of
St Bridget’s Chapel is located. This Early Christian site is now
difficult to see on the ground, but along with the associated
well of Tobar na h-Annait and the Clach na h-Annait standing
stone, it was anticipated that the work here may have
encountered potential buried features and archaeological
deposits. With the exception of a few sherds of modern bottle
glass and industrial period ceramics, no deposits, features or
finds were encountered. However, the location of the well was
recorded in detail.
NG 54814 17503 Kilmarie Bridge At Kilmarie the pipe
trench cut through the bridge, which is dated 1776, but failed
to produce any structural evidence for the earliest bridge or
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road surfaces. An earlier inspection of the bridge had recorded
unusually high parapets and old drain culverts that were
located at some depth below the current tarmac road surface.
Although the pipe trench attained a depth of 0.9m below
the current road level, the only deposits identified appeared
to be infill material. This had probably been used to fill the
area between the raised parapets during modifications to
strengthen the bridge in the recent past.
NG 5322 1521 Elgol Water Treatment Works (Meabost) The
modified route taken for the pipeline trench was successful in
avoiding the quite extensive settlement remains, of unknown
date. However, a suite of features were uncovered adjacent to
the fenced enclosure of the treatment works. They appear to
represent a central hearth consisting of a flat stone slab set in
a shallow scoop in the natural bedrock, with two additional
scoops located to the NE and NW and a small pit located to the
SW. The closeness of the scoops and pit to the hearth, forming
a roughly triangle setting, may have formed a tripod over
the fire from which to suspend cooking pots or other hearth
furniture. The contemporary nature of the features is proven
by the deposits they contain and the capping of ash deposits.
Unfortunately, a lack small finds and material suitable for
radiocarbon dating, has prevented the date of these features
from being established.
It is possible that the hearth relates to the structures and
settlement remains in which it is firmly embedded (of potential
medieval to post-medieval date). Meabost is a potential early
farm site of Norse date, based on the place name evidence, and
its location is unusual in that it is positioned on the edge of an
exposed terrace, at a higher elevation than most post-medieval
settlements in Skye. However, the location of the hearth,
associated scoops and pit, which were cut into the natural
siltstone bedrock, may indicate that these features relate to
earlier, prehistoric activity at the site.

Peninsula to track the nature of settlement in this landscape in
the first millennium BC to AD.
The investigation of the thick-walled dry stone roundhouse
at Tarlogie Farm Dun (also known as Morangie Dun) was
undertaken over two field seasons in April and July 2014.
The roundhouse is located on a small knoll overlooking the S
shore of the Dornoch Firth. Prior to excavation the upstanding
remains of a large dry stone walled roundhouse could be
clearly identified. The roundhouse measured c15m in internal
diameter, best preserved along the N where the outer wall
survived to c1.2m high and at least 5m wide. Excavation of
a 16 x 12m trench across the E half of the house identified a
complex and multi-phased thick-walled dry stone roundhouse
with an elaborate splayed E-facing entranceway. The
investigation was designed to strip, map and record the final
phase of the roundhouse walls and restricted to excavating a
limited number of internal deposits.

Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust
in partnership with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Aerial shot of the roundhouse under excavation (Copyright Oskar
Sveinbjarnarson)

Millstone covering the potential Early Christian Well of
Tobar na h-Annait, Kilbride (see page 123)

Tain
Tarlogie Farm Dun
Excavation
Candy Hatherley, Oskar Sveinbjarnarson and Gordon Noble –
University of Aberdeen
NH 76160 83890 (NH78SE 13) As part of the Northern Picts
Project surveys and excavations have been undertaken from
2012 to 2014 on six Atlantic roundhouses on the Tarbat
124
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Although extensively robbed, it was clear that the
roundhouse walls had undergone substantial remodelling
and widening. In their final form the walls were of composite
construction, with an inner and outer wall face enclosing a
core of rubble and earth, c5.6m wide. Earlier wall lines within
this rubble core indicating that they had been widened and
had at one point been narrower, c3m in width. The E-facing
splayed entranceway had also undergone substantial
remodelling. In its final phase, it was partially flagged and
widened out from 1.8m at the interior to 3.6m at the limit
of excavation. Compacted layers of uneven cobbling suggest
that the entrance may have had areas of timber flooring (very
similar to the uneven boulder and cobbling within Dun Vulan
which was interpreted as the base for a wooden floor).
Internally, a bay had been inserted into the N wall, creating
a room with a compacted earthen floor running westward
around the length of the wall from the entranceway. Multiple
restructurings of the house were evident from cleaning
the interior with the exposed area a complex palimpsest of
intercutting hearths, postholes and a possible furnace base of
stone slabs encrusted with slag. A single rectangular stone-slab
hearth and posthole were excavated to sample the structural
features of the house. Possible smelting and smithing slag and
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Aerial shot of Cnoc Tigh under excavation (Copyright Oskar Sveinbjarnarson)
a fragment of furnace lining along with a number of broken
quern fragments and a pivot stone were recovered from the
interior cleaning.
A test pit located against the internal face of the N wall
identified a sequence of floors overlying a raft of levelling
rubble, presumed associated with the primary construction of
the house. An occupation layer overlying this rubble was dated
to 370–160 BC suggesting the house was constructed and in
use in the 4th to 2nd century BC. Overlying this was a possible
floor layer dated to AD 25–130. The uppermost floor layer
contained an early type of zoomorphic penannular brooch
and was dated to AD 235–385. This sequence indicates that
the house was occupied on-and-off for almost 800 years. The
presence of slag and furnace lining within a final occupation
layer containing significant charcoal and burnt daub deposits
suggests that the final phase of the house may have been
associated with metal-working.
Approximately 20m to the E of the house a series of test

pits and a single 17m long trench identified a thick organic
deposit (up to 1m in depth in places) comprising multiple thin
lenses containing shells, animal bones and slag. This probable
midden heap appeared to be built up against the E side of
the house, close to the entrance and the approach to the site.
The handle of a soap-stone bowl or cup and broken quern
fragments were recovered from the midden.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Tarbat
Cnoc Tigh
Excavation
Candy Hatherley, Oskar Sveinbjarnarson and Gordon Noble –
University of Aberdeen
NH 90260 83260 (NH98SW 12) As part of the Northern
Picts Project surveys and excavations have been undertaken
from 2012 to 2014 on six Atlantic roundhouses on the Tarbat
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Peninsula to track the nature of settlement in this landscape in
the first millennium BC to AD.
The investigation of the thick-walled dry stone roundhouse
Cnoc Tigh was undertaken in June and July 2014. Cnoc Tigh
(also known as Castle Corbet) is located on a knoll at the edge
of a raised beach (c12m OD), about 300m SE of the current
shoreline overlooking the Dornoch Firth. The site is flanked
to the NE by the deeply-cut ravine of the Allt a’ Chaoil-eag
which, with the steeply sloping raised beach, forms a small
promontory. The roundhouse is visible from the Pictish
monastery at Portmahomack, located less than 1km to the NE.
Excavation of a 15 x 10m trench across the N side of the
roundhouse identified three phases of construction and
remodelling of the dry stone walls. In its primary phase the
roundhouse wall was only c1.2 m thick. The house had a
c13m internal diameter with a 1m wide entranceway located
due W. The second phase of the house saw the construction
of a boulder wall against the outer face of this primary wall,
increasing the width of the walls to c2.8 m. In its final phase the
walls were further widened by a rubble and earthen core laid
against the Phase 2 wall, bounded by an outer face of boulders.
In this final phase the roundhouse walls were c4m thick.
Internally two phases of occupation deposits were separated
by a layer of windblown sand, an abandonment or re-flooring
episode. A scarcement ledge was keyed into the inner face of
the primary wall of the roundhouse. As the top of the ledge
was located only 0.20m from the base of the wall this may
have supported a timber floor at ground-level. Overlying the
roundhouse was the remains of a 19th/20th-century rubble
enclosure. Apart from post-medieval glass and pottery within
the enclosure rubble, no finds were identified at Cnoc Tigh.
Geophysics around the southern edge of the roundhouse did
not reveal any archaeological activity. A cup-marked stone
slab located on the S side of the knoll is potentially the former
capping stone for a Bronze Age cist located at NH 9008 8324.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in
partnership with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Thurso
Buckies Hill, Halkirk
Walkover survey and assessment
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services

Looking over the ruins of St Thomas’ Chapel, SM2658, towards the
proposed wind farm site
ND 1110 6252 (centred on) A walkover survey and cultural
heritage impact assessment were carried out on 11 February
2014, in advance of the construction of a wind farm on
Buckies Hill, SW of Buckies Farm. Five new archaeological
126
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sites, consisting of three field dykes, a track and one possible
structure, were recorded during the walkover survey. The
sites of five scheduled monuments were also visited. The
indirect impact on all cultural heritage sites within 2km and all
scheduled monuments within 10km of the site were included
in the study.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Green Cat Renewables

Scrabster Beach
Field visit
Darren Manson – Caithness Hidden Heritage
ND 10239 69447 On 10 May 2014 at about 8.50pm I was
walking in an eroding area and spotted a rectangular facing
edge (Find 1) in a sandy embankment at the foot of the brae
below West Gills at Scrabster. Upon closer inspection I found
it to be a piece of worked local sandstone with a molded face.
It is mostly covered by former sand dunes but the molded
face, pointing down is visible underneath where there appears
to have been a cavity before erosion opened it. The design
appears to be a medieval form, of the sort one might expect to
see above a door or window where a crest or motif might be
included, or it could be an end section of a table sarcophagus
common in Scottish burial tradition. It has not been possible to
measure the height in its current position but it is 23" wide by
4.25" deep. Exact measurements of the base of the moulded
design were not taken at the time but are about 6" each side
in symmetry.
The site was also found to have 2–4 possible walls in
parallel positioning. Find 1 was the W-most feature visible at
the location. The walls then lie to the E of Find 1. The closest
wall appears to have a complete end while the next two
extend out beyond the exposure, suggesting lost length to
the former structures. It is possible the complete end might
be part of something separate from the other elements. At
the time of first observations no measurements were taken.
A return visit to the site was made to take a look in better
light. On this occasion Find 2 was discovered. Find 2 is
another piece of worked stone which appears to be part of a
window frame into which the wooden window would be set
to create a seal. Only the edge is visible so it has not been
possible to take full measurements however the visible side is
7.75". It is embedded in debris which seems to be chippings
from the working of stone during construction. The debris
may have been used as fill within a structural wall. Further
examination of the walls has shown that there is much of the
debris along the base of the west-most wall and more which
appears to be present as a result of structural collapse. As
the site is an exposure within some considerable depth
of slippage it is not possible to ascertain how far into the
hillside the structures go or what else if anything might be
present. An estimate accounting for landslip suggests c20ft
of level ground may have been present into the hill before
the building was lost. Some 40ft of ground may have stood
out beyond the exposure at the time when the building was
complete.
Measurements have been taken of the structures visible in
the exposure. Starting from E to W: Wall 1 is 2ft 3" thick/2ft 6”
high (distance to Wall 1A 5ft 4"); Wall 1A is 2ft thick, not
confirmed as a wall but has the appearance of one (distance to
Wall 2 9ft 6"); Wall 2 is 2ft 3" thick/3ft 10" (distance to Wall
3 13ft 3"); Wall 3 is 3ft thick (3ft 4" at base)/20" high. Find 2
is to the E side near the top (distance to Find 1 13ft). The area
to the W of Find 1 is deeply eroded sand and there was no
evidence of structures or finds visible. The site includes bone
fragments, one of which seems to be a small whale vertebra.
From E to W the exposed structures and finds measure
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37ft 7". The similarity in the thickness of Walls 1 and 2 suggests
that they are part of a building and at 27" wide the structure
may have stood about 1.5 stories tall at best. If it is a building
separate from the other elements then Find 1 is 29ft 3" away
from the building and could be part of a grave marker. If this
is so then the building might have been a chapel. This would
fit within the context of a known structure about quarter of a
mile away. From the general appearance of the artefacts and
their relative position I believe this may be an unrecorded
medieval chapel and burial site. The ridge along the top of the
former dunes is known as ‘Bishop’s Walk’ and this find may
explain the name given a clear relationship with the Bishop’s
Palace close by.

identified during the desk-based assessment, including two
broch sites within 1km of the development, various historic
stone quarries, a sheepfold and the remains of dry stone
structures. A total of nine of these features were visited
during the walkover survey, but no new sites of archaeological
significance were discovered. The vast majority of the known
sites will be unaffected. It was recommended that a drawing
should be made of a section through a dry stone wall which
will be cut by the development.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: AMS Associates Ltd

Tongue
Kinloch
Survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NC 54490 52966 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out, 2 April – 19 May 2014, in advance of
a proposed hydro-electric scheme at Kinloch. Five known sites
were visited and eight new features recorded. New features
included a modern structure, an old roadway, a boundary
dyke, a possible kiln and the footings of two longhouses at NC
554690 53035 and NC 54844, 53120.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

Find 1 at first view on 10 May 2014 (Copyright Darren Manson)
The site has been photographed and key measurements have
been recorded. Sketches of the possible structures to which
the finds relate have been created. No excavation or extraction
has been undertaken. The site has been left undisturbed and
is subject to continuous monitoring to prevent loss of artefacts
which are at extreme risk from storm and tidal erosion. Each
visit is subject to video recording and some photography to
retain a record of any changes. In the event of any further
exposures and/or finds more measurements and images will
be taken. The measurements, video and photography will help
retain the context of any finds if a need arises to move finds to
a safer position.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Scrabster Harbour
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
ND 1000 6994 A walkover survey was carried out on 12
September 2014, in advance of the development of a new
laydown area adjacent to Scrabster Harbour. Four features
were identified during the survey, which was undertaken at
low tide. These consisted of two modern concrete slipways,
a concrete pad, and foreshore cobbling constructed of local
stone with concrete repairs which prevents the sea from
undermining the modern road.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: AMS associates

Scrabster Quarry
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
ND 088 701 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
was undertaken on 18 August 2014 in advance of the creation
of a hard rock quarry at Scrabster. A total of 26 features were

View from Dun Mhaigh visited during the survey at Kinloch

Urquhart and Glenmoriston
Allt Bhuruisgidh, Tomchrasky
Survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 21810 12929 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out, 26 June – 11 July 2014, in advance of
a proposed hydro-electric scheme along the Allt Bhuruisgidh.
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND
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Creag nan Eun Forest Block: Remains of a house by the Allt na Criche near Achnaconeran
Both sides of the river were walked and several features
identified, all on the W side. These included a previously
unknown shieling settlement with at least five dry stone
structures spread over the lower SE slope of Meall Damh.
A more modern but mysterious feature consisting of a wide
diameter ceramic pipe section set upright and filled with
concrete with a narrow gauge iron pipe set into the top of
this was also recorded. It has been recommended that the
development runs down the E side of the river where no
features were encountered.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: DHG Hydro

Allt Lagain Bhain Bridge Replacement
Standing building survey
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NH 3096 1354 A desk-based assessment, photographic survey
and bridge assessment were carried out, October 2012 –
January 2013, on the Allt Lagain Bhain Bridges. The new
bridge was certainly in place by 1956 and was probably a late
19th century or early 20th century replacement for the older
Telford Bridge. The later bridge was associated with a very
slight smoothing of the curve in the road and a widening of
the bridge deck.
The older bridge seems to be associated with the construction
of the route along Glen Moriston which matches the existing
A887. The road and its associated bridges were built under the
direction of Thomas Telford in 1809–11. A Level 3 standing
building survey of the bridge found that the bridge’s spandrels
were in poor condition, but the structure of the segmental arch
was in good condition.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scotland Transerv
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Ceannacroc
Walkover survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 17977 14705 A walkover survey was undertaken on 16
September 2014, in advance of the construction of a hydroelectric scheme in the Ceannacroc area along two tributaries
of the River Doe (Allt a’Ghlinne Fhada and Allt Coire
Mheadhoin). Archaeological features were generally scarce
but three relatively modern footbridges constructed with
iron girders and the footings of two structures were identifed.
One of these is probably a shieling marked on OS maps, but
the other is a new site a little to the N of and above Allt Coire
Mheadhoin. Both survive as a single course of dry stone
walling with local rounded boulders. It was recommended
that these features should be avoided and some adjustments
made to the proposed route.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

Creag nan Eun Forest Block
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 46175 20126 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were carried out, 6–28 February 2014, of the
Creag nan Eun Forest Block, on the NW side of Loch Ness, in
advance of proposed tree felling along the A82.
The survey identified 49 archaeological sites, which pertain
mostly to post-medieval settlement on the slopes above the
NW side of Loch Ness to the NE of Invermoriston. The sites
included: two houses on the Allt na Criche near Achnaconeran;
two structures between Achnaconeran and Invermoriston;
a sluice and mill lade at the Allt Coinneag Burn; remains
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of settlement and a sheepfold on the Allt Saigh Burn; the
remains of buildings at the site of Ruskich Inn; and settlement
structures at Primrose Bay. Some, but not all, of the sites are
shown on OS maps, which indicate that settlement in this part
of the Great Glen was in decline by the late 19th century.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Urquhart and Logie Wester
Conon House
Survey
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 53208 53714 A plane table survey was undertaken on
21 April 2011 of the grossly disturbed remains of a roughly
circular earthwork. This previously unrecorded site is located
c200m to the SW of Conon House. It is in woodland, which is
part of a designed landscape, which appears to respect the site,
although constructed walkways encroach on it. The site was
cleared of rhododendrons prior to the survey.
The site is roughly circular and 50m in diameter overall;
at least half of it has been disturbed, with borrow pits and
prominent mounds of dumped material containing stones
and charcoal-rich material occupying much of the W part of
the site. An arc of at least one third of the original earthwork
on the SE side remains intact. This arc consists of an internal
bank, 8m wide x 1m high, with a possible 2m wide entrance
to the E, and a c4m wide external ditch. It can be estimated
from this arc that the complete site would have been c30m in
diameter from top of bank to top of bank. An estate plan of
1830 has a complete circular earthwork at this location and
a plan of 1791 indicates that the location has been respected
and not taken into the enclosed and improved landscape.
Archive: NOSAS. Report: Highland HER

Mulchaich West
Vegetation clearance, site protection, survey and research
Meryl Marshall and John Wombell – NOSAS

The excavation in progresss at Mulchaich West (Copyright AaM,
Archaeology Scotland)
NH 57660 56790 Situated on the NW side of the Black Isle,
overlooking the Cromarty Firth lie the remains of a small post
medieval township, believed to have been the site of a former
Ferintosh distillery, together with a prehistoric chambered
cairn, designated as a scheduled monument. The North of
Scotland Archaeology Society (NOSAS) has already surveyed
the majority of the site and has actively managed vegetation,
which previously obscured archaeological features associated
with the township and the cairn.
Their work has significantly improved the visibility of
these monuments as well as helped towards stabilising the

baseline condition of the features. The Archaeology Scotland
Adopt-a-Monument team worked with NOSAS, 1 September
2011 – 1 August 2013, to clear vegetation to allow improved
access to the site, constructed/improved livestock fencing
and gates to protect the site from grazing cattle, and carried
out a topographical survey and archival research. The results
of the research will be published on the NoSAS website and
used to create an information leaflet, to encourage visitors
to the site. This work was undertaken as part of the 2011–16
Adopt-a-Monument Scheme.
Archive and report: Archaeology Scotland and
RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic Scotland and Highland
Leader Funder 2007–13

Urray
Allt na Crionaiche
Field visit
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 45044 49986 While exploring a nearby prehistoric site
on the 30 December 2014, the remains of an illicit still bothy
were located at an altitude of 270m on the E bank of the Allt
na Crionaiche, c3km W of Aultgowrie Bridge. The bothy had
been excavated into the bank of the gully and occupies an area
of 5m2. It is of dry stone construction and consists of three
parts: an internal chamber measuring 1.8m2; a passageway to
the S with an entrance into the chamber to the rear/E; and an
external platform next to the burn on the W. The remains of
the walls are mainly 0.5–0.7m high, the rear wall has stone
facing to a height of 1m in the NE corner.
Archive: NOSAS. Report: Highland HER

Auchmore Farm, Muir of Ord
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 48942 49821 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were carried out, 26 March – 25 July 2014,
in advance of the installation of a hydro-electric scheme at
Auchmore Farm.
The sites identified, which related to mostly medieval or
post-medieval settlement of the area, included the remains
of turf/stone house/byre, shielings, dykes and a possible hut
circle. Substantial cairns located between field dykes were
interpreted as clearance cairns. One intriguing cairn comprised
a large platform of small stones topped with boulders, and the
interpretation as a clearance cairn was uncertain. Mitigation
proposals were put forward and, as a result of these, a watching
brief was conducted in July 2014 during which the pipeline
route cut through two boundary dykes.
Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: ALF Burn Hydro Ltd

Large platform of stones and boulders, probable clearance cairn
(Site 7a), Auchmore Farm
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Fieldwalking and metal detector survey
Eric Grant – NOSAS
NH 54 48, NH 54 49, NH 55 48 and NH 55 49 The Tarradale
Archaeological Project continued, January – November 2014.
Fieldwalking was undertaken in the fields to the E, W and
N of Tarradale House during the brief period between fields
being ploughed and sown. Finds include c250 lithics, mainly
flint but also quartz and chert, the majority being debitage
but finished artefacts include projectile points, side and end
scrapers and borers. All lithic finds are plotted by GPS and
analysis of the distribution shows a clear concentration along
an abandoned shoreline 10–15m above current OD, and with
a clear correspondence with the sites of up to seven shell
middens, somewhat scattered by ploughing, although at least
one shell midden is protected under a thick layer of topsoil at
the foot of a slope.
Radiocarbon dates of c6500 BC from test pits at this site
were reported in DES 2013, 120–121. Post-excavation analysis
of a sample of the shell midden showed that it contained large
numbers of molluscs as well as animal bones and pieces of
antler. Detailed analysis of the molluscs showed that, although
oysters predominated through their size and total weight,
the largest numbers of molluscs present in the midden were
mussels followed by periwinkles.
Field walking has also revealed a relatively dense
concentration of medieval ceramics in the area of the castle
(the exact position of the castle has largely been identified
from the mapped distribution of medieval ceramics) with a
thinner spread of medieval ceramics in the adjacent fields. The
ceramic finds have not been fully analysed but they appear
to be jugs of assumed local redwares, with some imports
from Yorkshire and the Low Countries. Large numbers of
early modern and later modern ceramics collected during
field walking are probably secondary deposits, ending
up in the fields through manuring. Preliminary analysis
of these post medieval ceramics has shown that there is a
preponderance of redwares and stonewares from the early
modern period with only relatively few shards of tin glazed
earthenwares and porcelain. Later ceramic finds show a wide
range of earthenwares and whitewares with a few examples
of finer quality ceramics probably originally emanating from
Tarradale House the original Tarradale estate mansion and
farm.

An early Bronze Age flat axe (tinned copper alloy), Tarradale
Controlled metal detecting recovered a large range of mainly
copper alloy artefacts including the cutting edge of a Sompting
type late Bronze Age socketed axe. The finds of iron nails and
medieval coins map the location and local sphere of influence
of the medieval castle destroyed by Robert Bruce in 1308.
Metal detectorists who are not members of the project also
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work in the area and in September 2014 one found a beautifully
preserved early Bronze Age flat copper alloy axe. This axe had
been tinned, which probably helped in preserving it and it is
likely that it was a secondary deposit quite close to a Neolithic
chambered cairn. This find has been reported to the Treasure
Trove unit.
Archive: Tarradale House (currently). Highland HER, local library
and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: NOSAS (in kind)

Wick
Breadalbane Terrace, Wick
Field visit
Stuart Farrell
ND 36549 50608 This church was photographed during a visit
to the area on 22 June 2013. It is not shown on the 1st Edition
OS map, but is shown on the 2nd Edition OS map of 1906 as a
FP (Free Presbyterian) Church.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

The Free Presbyterian Church (facing N), Breadalbane Terrace
Bruan Free Church
Standing building survey
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
ND 3134 3954 A standing building survey was undertaken,
4 September – 18 October 2014, of Bruan Free Church, the old
schoolhouse and a modern concrete structure, of which only
footings survived.
The church was found to have been modified for agricultural
use with two new doorways and a window knocked through
the walls. Some original window frames were surviving along
with most of the roof. A 3D model was produced (www.
youtube.com/watch?v=7QEgN4HB66o). The school house
roof had totally collapsed and the SW gable was leaning out
precariously. Extremely large roof slates were noted along with
a modern lean-to on the NE side. Modern concrete footings
were also recorded but are of unknown function.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Kraft architecture + research

Noss Head, Wick
Watching brief
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
ND 3330 5502 (centred on) A watching brief on five test pits
and five boreholes was carried out on 25 September 2014,
during ground investigations in advance of proposed work
by Scottish and Southern Electricity. There were no finds or
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The Old School House, Bruan (see page 130)
features of archaeological significance.

Swartigill Burn
Geophysical survey
Nick Card, Rosalind Aitken and Thomas Desalle – ORCA
ND 32110 45730 A fluxgate gradiometer survey, an earth
resistance survey and a ground penetrating radar survey
were carried out, 1–2 August 2014, on land next to the Burn
of Swartigill. The survey aimed to characterise the extent and
the nature of a known Iron Age site being eroded by the burn.
The gradiometer survey has highlighted a 25 x 30m area,
presenting strong magnetic variation likely to be associated
with anthropogenic activity, and potentially indicative of the
presence of a settlement. The earth resistance survey results
suggested, within this area of enhancement, the presence of a
potential sub-rectangular structure measuring 10 x 16m. The
ground penetrating radar helped clarify the nature of some
anomalies visible in the gradiometer and earth resistance
survey. It is possible that the results of this geophysical survey
may have revealed a late Iron Age settlement, with a ‘wag’ or
‘figure-eight’ building.

12 August – 12 September 2014, in advance of development.
The excavation recorded the remains of a prehistoric
roundhouse of unknown date. The remains consisted of
two curvilinear ring-grooves, which marked the exterior
wall of the structure. The entrance to the roundhouse was
to the SE, where two large postholes marked the termini of
the ring-grooves, and three further large postholes defined
a possible porch or extended entrance. A series of postholes
formed an incomplete circle in the interior of the structure
and their associated posts would have supported the roof. A
hearth was located at the centre of the roundhouse. Evidence
of internal partitioning, in the form of two linear cuts, was
also found. Two large deposits of burnt material containing
daub or rough ceramic may have represented the remains of
an occupation layer.
Two additional curvilinear ditches outside the roundhouse
may have provided drainage, channelling rainwater away
from the dwelling, and a second series of exterior postholes
probably contained posts which offered additional support to
the roof.
Other excavated features included a small cluster of pits and
postholes at the NE end of the site, single postholes and pits,
and modern agricultural furrows.

INVERCLYDE

MIDLOTHIAN

Inverkip

Borthwick

Ardgowan Rise, Inverkip
Excavation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 2035 7169 An evaluation of a proposed development area
in 2007 had recorded the presence of archaeological remains.
An excavation of these remains was subsequently undertaken,

Borthwick Castle
Watching brief
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3699 5973 A watching brief was undertaken on 30 June
2014 during the ground-breaking work associated with a
programme of drainage improvements around Borthwick

Report: Highland HER, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Raeburn Drilling

Archive: ORCA
Funder: Yarrows Heritage Trust

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stuart Milne Group
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General view of the c1830s conservatory, now redundant, complete with undercroft and boiler system, with the 18th-century ‘Laundry’
bridge in the background, both part of the Dalkeith Estate
Castle. The first stage of the works involved digging a 2m
wide trench around the castle to a depth of c1.7m. This
trench exposed the castle’s foundations and the outlets of
refuse chutes and culverts leaving the castle. A buried topsoil,
located below the modern ground surface in the area around
the castle, was found to contain a range of artefacts of possible
medieval date, including ceramic pottery fragments, pipe
stems and animal bone.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Borthwick Castle

Crichton
Costerton Farm, Pathhead
Watching brief
Samantha Hickman – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 43517 62750 A watching brief was carried out on 31
March 2014 during ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of agricultural buildings at Costerton Farm. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr H Gibson

Dalkeith
Dalkeith Park Estate
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 33755 68117 (stables), NT 33766 68258 (laundry),
NT 33820 68248 (bridge), NT 33818 68177 (conservatory),
NT 33879 68160 (amphitheatre), NT 33754 68178 (farmer’s
shed), NT 33739 68198 (garage) and NT 33700 68156 (cattle
shed) A standing building survey was undertaken, 18–21
August 2014, of a number of buildings in advance of renovation
work centred on the 18th-century stable block.
The stables were constructed in c1740 to a design by William
Adam and were enlarged in the mid-19th century as part of
expansion work undertaken by William Burn. The nearby
laundry and bridge were also constructed in the 18th century,
probably at the same time as the stables. A large Jacobean
style glasshouse/conservatory was built in the 1830s with an
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undercroft and boiler system for growing plants and fruits.
Steps and a tunnel, sloping down to the South Esk River, were
built in a natural amphitheatre to the N of the glasshouse.
The stable block, much of which is now unused, retains
much of its original character, with cobbled floors, timber
stalls, hay racks and tether rings. The first floor consists of
former hay lofts and storage areas. An area of the NE wing
housed anti-aircraft gun training crews during WW2 and
depictions of the shields of the regiments remain on the
plasterwork in the larger mess room.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Buccleuch Recreational Enterprises

Gilmerton Road, Sheriffhall
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3145 6759 A 10% evaluation was undertaken, 31 January
– 2 February 2014, prior to the construction of a restaurant/
public house on a c0.5ha greenfield site at Gilmerton Road. A
total of 225 linear metres of trenches were excavated, but no
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Greene King Ltd

Lasswade
Cemetery Road, Rosewell
Evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2910 6314 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
July – August 2014, in advance of a residential development.
The evaluation covered an area of 1633m² and uncovered
a large number of field drains associated with 19th/20thcentury agricultural improvements. The presence of two
possible cultivation furrows provided evidence of earlier
agricultural activity.
Archive: Midlothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Miller Homes

Gorton Loan, Rosewell
Evaluation

M I D L O T H I A N / M O R AY
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 28642 62827 An evaluation was carried out, 14–17 October
2014, of 5% of a 1.4ha site in advance of a proposed residential
development at Gorton Loan. The area was considered of
interest as a post-medieval farmstead was recorded on Roy’s
mid-18th-century map of the area. The evaluation uncovered
a possible infilled ditch or drain, and a number of ephemeral
brick and sandstone surfaces, possibly remnants of a yard at
the location of the former Gorton Loan Farmstead. A small
assemblage of post-medieval pottery, brick and glass was also
recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bett Homes

Newbigging Farm
Watching brief
Ewan MacNeilage – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2790 6051 As part of work associated with onshore piling
test site selection for the Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind farm
a watching brief was carried out on 28 July 2014 during the
excavation of the starter pits for two boreholes. No features or
deposits of archaeological significance were recorded in the
pits. The area of a known cremation cemetery (NT26SE 162)
was temporarily cordoned off and a buffer zone was set up
to protect the in situ remains from being damaged by plant
movement or excavation.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian Council SMR
Funder: Mainstream Renewable Power Ltd

Temple
Rosebery Home Farm, Gorebridge
Standing building survey
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group

General view of the Rosebery Farm Estate Clock Tower
NT 30258 57458 A standing building survey was carried out
on 26 May 2014 of the remaining steading at Rosebery Home
Farm. The now abandoned farm steading, which was built at
the beginning of the 19th century, consisted of a large planned
steading designed to service the Rosebery Estate, which
dates back to the 17th century. With a prominent tall clock
tower, Rosebery had two cart sheds flanking the main gated
entrance, with a threshing shed (with an original horse gin)
to the SW and more barns to the NE. A two-storey cottage was
constructed in the W corner of the courtyard in the later 19th
century, together with a number of large cow byres to the N.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Rosebery Estates

MORAY
Aberlour/Rothes
Speyside/Aberlour Cable Route
Walkover survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 2529 3984 to NJ 2728 4655 A walkover survey was
undertaken, 7–8 May 2014, as part of the preparations for a
new overhead power line from SW of Aberlour (NJ 2529 3984)
to 2km NW of Craigellachie (NJ 2728 4655). Potential impact
on the archaeological resource was recorded in two areas.
Between NJ 2487 4249 and NJ 2492 4264 the gravel ridges
above the Spey have potential for the survival of prehistoric
activity. An existing pole at NJ 2532 4305 appears to be within
the cropmark site of two ring ditch buildings (NJ24SE 44).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Moray SMR
Funder: Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution Plc

Alves/Elgin/Rafford
Monaughty Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 1461 5844, NJ 1453 5851, NJ 1455 5863, NJ 1478 5868,
NJ 1491 5861 and NJ 1476 5850 (polygon) Monaughty A
cairn field with fairly well defined edges. It is located on the
top of a ridge and is cut by a modern track and an early
modern linear boundary bank. Some cairns appear to be
linked to form short linear features. A substantial collection
of stones with a hollow looking centre, located to the S of the
ridge, may be the remains of a c6–7m diameter roundhouse
(NJ 1462 5849). A massive round boulder appears to mark
the NE corner of the cairn field and a large earthfast boulder
marks its E limit.
NJ 1150 5897, NJ 1157 5903, NJ 1163 5906, NJ 1170 5897 and
NJ 1156 5894 (polygon) Clover A small collection of dykes and
linear features which probably predate the 19th-century cottage
noted below. An area of former land use to the N is reflected by
the concave line of the forestry march just NW of these features.
The features may have been enclosures associated with the
dykes in the wood. The dykes are composed of both stones and
stones with turf, suggesting the possibility of different periods
of construction.
NJ 1157 5903, NJ 1163 5905, NJ 1164 5899 and NJ 1159 5898
(polygon) Clover A 19th-century farmstead (as depicted on the
1st Edition OS map). The farmstead is in an enclosure defined
by a beech hedge. A possible clearance pile lies just outside
the enclosures SW corner, and a possible structure, measuring
c3 x 4m externally, is located centrally along and just outside
the E side of the enclosure. This feature is not shown on the
1st Edition OS map.
NJ 1218 5915 Monaughty A single clearance cairn is located
on a shelf overlooking a burn.
NJ 1037 5628 and NJ 1043 5624 Bognie Two embanked
slate quarries. The quarries are sub-divided, presumably for
purposes of working, though one sub-circular feature may
have been structural. Neither of the quarries is shown on the 1st
or 2nd Edition OS maps and they presumably predate the 19th
century. Further smaller quarry pits are visible along the slope.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Bellie
Auchenhalrig, Fochabers
Watching brief
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 3710 6195 A watching brief was carried out on 27 January
2014 during 0.30–0.45m deep topsoil stripping associated
with the construction of a house, garage and driveway
at Auchenhalrig. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Grant and Geoghegan

Den Farm, Fochabers
Watching brief
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 3572 6126 A watching brief was maintained on 15 January
2014 during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of a new house N of Den Farm. The site lies a short distance
to the S of the cropmark site of Roman Gate Camp (NJ36SE
15) and N of the remains of the pre-Reformation church of
St Mary’s and the Bellie Old Parish Church burial ground
(NJ36SE 5). No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Moray SMR
Funder: Leslie Hunter, Chartered Architect

Birnie
Birnie
Watching brief
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NJ 20869 58740 A watching brief was carried out, 13–20
November 2013, along the route of a new road between an
existing pot ale lagoon and Dykeside Farm, Birnie. The S end
of the proposed track crossed land that had been the subject
of previous excavation by National Museums Scotland (NMS)
during several seasons of fieldwork; unsurprisingly a small
spread of pits, possibly later prehistoric, was revealed in this
location. The features were not evaluated due to the extensive
work already undertaken by NMS.
Report: Moray Council SMR, OASIS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr WD Beaton

Castlehill, Thomshill
Watching brief and evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 2168 5786 A watching brief and evaluation were undertaken
on 12 May 2014 during ground-breaking work associated the
construction of a house and associated new woodland. The
removal of sterile topsoil up to 0.4m in depth across the
development area revealed no significant archaeological
features or finds.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Grant and Geoghegan

Paddockhaugh, Birnie
Fieldwalking
Dave Anderson and Leanne Demay – Anderson Archaeology
(Scotland)
NJ 2067 5875 During March and April 2014, volunteers from
the Moray Archaeology for All community undertook a
programme of field walks over known prehistoric settlement/
enclosure sites in Moray. The targets were selected by Fraser
Hunter (National Museums Scotland), using national and
regional databases, aerial photographs and survey data. In
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each case the field concerned was walked in transects at 2m
intervals, using plough lines as guides to ensure coverage.
Finds identified by fieldwalkers were indicated with survey
flags, and these locations were individually plotted using a
Memory-map Adventurer 2800 handheld GPS device. The
field records were later digitised onto Excel databases.
Post-medieval ceramics were not individually recorded, but
were recovered and treated as site assemblages, which were
kept for specialist review at NMS. A summary of the results
and interim conclusions for each of the sites has been reported
individually. It must be stressed, however, that these may
change following receipt of specialist reports.
Fieldwalking was undertaken at Paddockhaugh on 3–4
May 2014. The site was selected due to its proximity to the
Iron Age enclosed settlement at Dykeside, Birnie, excavated
by NMS over the period 1998–2010 (see DES 1999–2010
inclusive). As was observed in the earlier report for this
field (DES 1999), the northern part of the field was almost
sterile, with only a sparse scatter of finds. However, when the
fieldwalking was extended to the southern end of the field,
significant quantities of slag including smithing hearth bases
were found. Medieval pottery was also distributed across this
area, near to the traditional route used to access Birnie Kirk, a
building originating in the 12th century which was the original
cathedral for Moray.
Archive: RCAHMS and Moray HER (intended). Finds: Elgin
Museum (intended)

The Glebe, Birnie
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NJ 20594 58685 A geophysical survey using gradiometry
was undertaken, 15–18 November 2013, for the Moray
Archaeology For All Project. An area measuring 0.34ha was
surveyed in the Glebe Field to the SW of Birnie Parish Kirk,
with readings taken every 0.25m by 0.5m. A cluster of four
strong positive magnetic anomalies, perhaps relating to
archaeological features, were identified in the SE end of the
field. Other features recorded relate to agricultural practices
and a modern electricity cable.
Funder: Part-financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007-2013 Programme

Thomshill
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 21065 57438 A watching brief was conducted on 29 May
2014 for a new house and associated services to the W of
Thomshill, which lies adjacent to a former sand extraction
site where Neolithic bowl fragments were found in 1999 (DES
2001, 68). The site was located in the area of a former sand
and gravel quarry and no finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Moray SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr M Duncan

Drainie
Occupation Cave 1, Covesea
Terrestrial laser scanning, acoustic modelling and recording
Lindsey Büster and Ian Armit – University of Bradford
NJ 1742 7062 Laser scanning of the cave was undertaken (as
part of the Covesea Caves Project) by Bradford Visualisation
(University of Bradford) over two weeks in May 2014. Acoustic
modelling and recordings of a lyre and horn instrument
were also made by Dr Rupert Till from the University of
Huddersfield.

M O R AY

Although a 25 x 2m trench was laid out, in order to ascertain
whether anthropogenic deposits survived within the cave (see
entry for Occupation Cave 2), difficulties of access meant that
excavation did not take place on this occasion.

Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aberdeenshire County Council

Occupation Cave 2, Covesea
Excavation, terrestrial laser scanning and acoustic recording
Lindsey Büster and Ian Armit – University of Bradford
NJ 1745 7066 An excavation was undertaken (as part of the
Covesea Caves Project) over two weeks in May 2014, to ascertain
whether the cave contained any anthropogenic deposits. This
was based on an assemblage of material, including human
remains, gifted to Elgin Museum by Mr Charles Darge in the
late 1960s which purportedly included material from this cave.
Three trenches were opened, two to the rear of the cave
(Trenches 1 and 2) and one towards the front (Trench 3).
Trench 3 (9 x 4m) was situated over a surface hearth and
several alignments of stone and contained several deposits
of sterile sand. A sub-surface hearth, located roughly 0.25m
below the first, yielded a newspaper cutting dated 1990, and
attested to the high rate of erosion and deposition of sand at
the front of the cave.
Trench 1 (4 x 4.6m) was situated over an eroded and
partially backfilled excavation trench, which is assumed to
have been dug by Mr Darge. The backfill was removed (to
reveal a small and deeper trench sitting inside the first) and
the main E-facing section was cleaned back for recording. The
existing trench was squared off by excavating stratigraphically
any remaining in situ deposits. All material was sieved. The
trench produced 46 fragments of human bone and a bone pin.
Trench 2 (4 x 4m) was situated opposite (ie west of) Trench 1,
with a 0.5m baulk left between them. This area appeared to
have not been as badly disturbed by previous excavation. It
yielded 73 fragments of human bone (32 of which derived
from a thick layer of limpet shells), and artefacts including a
Late Bronze Age disc-headed pin, a bone needle, a crucible
fragment and a sherd of later prehistoric pottery.
The cave was laser-scanned by Bradford Visualisation
(University of Bradford) prior to excavation. Acoustic recording
was undertaken by Dr Rupert Till from the University of
Huddersfield.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aberdeenshire County Council

The Sculptor’s Cave, Covesea
Excavation, terrestrial laser scanning, structured light scanning,
ground penetrating radar, acoustic modelling and recording
Lindsey Büster and Ian Armit – University of Bradford
NJ 1750 7072 An excavation was undertaken (as part of the
Covesea Caves Project) on what was believed to be Sylvia
Benton’s 1928–30 spoil heap outside the cave entrance over two
weeks in May 2014. This was undertaken in order to ascertain
whether this represented the location of the discarded human
bone from the 1930 season of fieldwork and, if so, to recover
as much of this material as time and resources permitted.
Sondages measuring c2 x 2m were opened up at each end of a
trench measuring c6 x 2m. A total of 103 fragments of human
bone were recovered, as well as a bone pin and an Iron Age
yellow glass bead.
The cave was laser-scanned by Bradford Visualisation
(University of Bradford) and high resolution structured light
scanning was undertaken by Dr Adrian Evans (Fragmented
Heritage, University of Bradford) on a selection of the Pictish
carvings.
Ground penetrating radar was also undertaken inside the

cave. Acoustic modelling was also carried out within the cave
by Dr Rupert Till from the University of Huddersfield.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aberdeenshire County Council

Drainie/Duffus/Spynie
Stotfield/Lossiemouth, Lossiemouth Town, Inverugie
Quarry and Spynie Quarry
Landscape survey
Torben B Ballin and John Faithfull – Lithic Research/University
of Bradford (TBB) and The Hunterian Museum, University of
Glasgow (JF)
NJ 227 708 (Stotfield/Lossiemouth), NJ 149 686 (Inverugie
Quarry) and NJ 222 656 (Spynie Quarry) In connection
with the examination, cataloguing, and analysis of early
prehistoric lithic assemblages from Fraser Hunter’s (National
Museums Scotland) Clarkly Hill and Birnie excavations, one
of the present project’s participants (TBB) also examined
and catalogued thousands of lithic artefacts in the county’s
two main museums, Elgin Museum, Elgin, and the Falconer
Museum, Forres. As expected, the vast majority of the lithic
finds from Moray turned out to be local brown flint, with small
amounts identified as probably being local quartz or quartzite.
However, an additional raw material was also present in the
excavated assemblages, as well as in the museum collections.
It was difficult to identify this material immediately, as much
of the lithic material had been exposed to ‘sand-blasting’, that
is, abrasion by exposure to aeolian activity in the region’s
dunes or adjacent areas. Consequently, these finds were
initially defined as ‘either flint, quartz or chalcedony’, due to
varying degrees of similarity with these three raw materials.
However, subsequent studies of relevant geological literature
suggested that this material might be Stotfield Cherty Rock,
or as more recent literature has referred to it, material of the
Stotfield Calcrete/Silcrete Formation.
To investigate the (in an archaeological context) poorly
understood Stotfield Cherty Rock, the authors organized a
field trip to Moray (23–25 June 2014). The main aims were 1) to
investigate the distribution of this material in the landscape
and thereby also the availability to prehistoric people;
2) the general properties of this raw material and thereby its
usefulness to prehistoric groups; and 3) the physical variability
within what is referred to as the Stotfield Cherty Rock, guiding
identification of samples in archaeological and geological
collections. Our findings are briefly summarized below:
The Stotfield Cherty Rock is an unusual palaeosol (fossil
soil) horizon found within Upper Triassic formations in and
around the Moray Firth. It is a very prominent bed within the
offshore sequences in the Moray Firth, but onshore outcrops
are considerably rarer.
Unusual lithic artefacts have been identified within lithic
assemblages from the Elgin-Lossiemouth area, and they have
been tentatively ascribed to this unit. However, the literature
on the field geology is limited, and few reference specimens
exist in museums or British Geological Survey collections.
The lithological variations within the unit, as well as the
occurrence of potentially usable lithic material, are therefore
poorly understood.
The underlying sandstones were often quarried as building
stone in the area, but the Cherty Rock itself was a problem
for quarrymen due to its great hardness, and unworkability
as building stone. It remains a problem for construction sites
today, as it requires blasting to excavate it. The rock has no
recent use, although it is locally rich in galena, pyrite and other
sulphide minerals, and a short-lived attempt was made to work
it as a source of lead, at Stotfield on the coast at Lossiemouth.
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While BGS maps indicate that the rock must underlie quite
extensive areas of ground, surface outcrops seem to be rather
rare. The landscape has a long history of fairly intensive
agricultural use, and many old quarries and pits have been
filled in and lost.
We carried out a limited survey of areas likely to have natural
or quarried outcrops in early July 2014. The survey included
outcrops on the shore at Stotfield/Lossiemouth, quarried rock
faces within Lossiemouth town, Inverugie Quarry, as well as
Spynie Quarry. We also examined outcrop extent, availability
of loose and fragmental material in adjacent soil and beach
deposits, and collected samples to record variability, and
provide a reference suite for detailed characterisation. We
were able to conclude the following:
The rock is very variable, and includes black, grey, buff,
and white variants, with very variable microstructure, and it
is often banded.
Workable varieties are scarce, and form only a small
proportion of the outcrops.
Some of the best lithic tool material occurs within sandstone
under the main chert bed, and consists of chert of varying
colours cementing and replacing sand grains. This frequently
gives it a distinctive saccharoidal/granular texture.
The outcrop chert is very hard and would have been difficult
to work with stone tools.
Loose material is abundant on beaches in the area, and
Holocene beach shingle is abundant under younger dune
sands in the area. It seems likely that these would have been
the sources for worked material.
Material suitable for tool making is likely to be microtexturally
and mineralogically distinctive compared with other cherts.
On the basis of the survey findings it was also possible to
conclude that the collections of the local museums included
material in Stotfield Cherty Rock/Silcrete dating to all
prehistoric periods, embracing microblade cores, leaf-shaped
arrowheads and barbed-and-tanged arrowheads, and that
some artefacts in the museums initially identified as quartzite
might actually also be this type of rock.
We are looking to carry out petrographic and microchemical
analysis of various chert lithologies to provide a good
comparative reference base for future lithic artefact studies,
and a more detailed presentation of our findings is being
prepared.

Archive: Samples – Hunterian Musuem (intended)
Funder: National Museums Scotland and Hunterian Museum,
University of Glasgow

Dyke and Moy
Culbin (area)
Fieldwalking survey
Richard Bradley, Aaron Watson and Ronnie Scott – Reading
University
NJ 00 60, NJ 00 59, NJ 01 60 and NJ 00 59 This project which
was undertaken, 1–15 April 2014, examined 22 cultivated
fields immediately SE of the main concentration of findspots
of earlier prehistoric artefacts from the Culbin Sands. Its aim
was to establish whether the 19th- and earlier 20th-century finds
from Culbin were truly exceptional or whether their discovery
in such large numbers was due to the ease of recognising
worked flints and other objects in eroding dunes. The study
extended across a drained wetland onto a former river cliff and
higher land above it. The available land was walked at 20m
intervals and the project examined transects covering just
less than 500km. There were very few finds from the lowest
ground, but the more fertile, well drained land contained a
light scatter of worked flint and quartz similar to that found
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in an earlier survey close to the Clava Cairns. Only 123 lithic
artefacts were recovered, confirming the exceptional quantity
from Culbin itself. The new collection dates from the Neolithic
and Bronze Age. No other archaeological material was found
during the survey.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Glasshouse, Brodie Castle
Standing building recording
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NH 9818 5795 Prior to its removal, a standing building survey
was undertaken on 13 May 2014 of a collapsing early 20thcentury glasshouse built against the NE wall of the walled
garden at Brodie Castle. The structure can be identified as a
three-quarter-span peach house bought from MacKenzie and
Moncur in 1912, a major manufacturer of glasshouses based in
Edinburgh, Glasgow and London. Much of the glass, parts of
the low brick foundation and the winding mechanism for the
windows in the N half had been removed for reuse elsewhere.
However, most of the timber framework and the cast iron
brackets and the winding mechanism for the S end windows
survived and were recorded.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Recording a glasshouse, Brodie Castle

Edinkillie
Berry Burn
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers, Magnus Kirby and Gary Savory –
CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 03985 46814 – NJ 07377 46102 and NJ 04275 47106
A programme of archaeological work was carried out,
September 2012 – May 2013, in advance of work at Berry Burn
Wind Farm. A desk-based assessment identified numerous
archaeological features in the development zone, and steps
were taken to move road lines and fence off features. The
substation compound was found to be located in a field system
of probable later prehistoric date.
A watching brief carried out during groundworks associated
with the construction of a compound, three turbine bases/
hard standings (T25, T27 and T30) and associated access roads
identified no finds or features of archaeological significance.
A watching brief during the construction of the compound
identified a single cairn. The cairn was located in the previously
identified field system and was probably prehistoric in date.
The cairn lay outwith the main construction area and was
preserved in situ.
Archive: Moray Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Wind Prospect Ltd

M O R AY
Elgin
Ardgye
Fieldwalking
Dave Anderson and Leanne Demay – Anderson Archaeology
(Scotland)
NJ 1821 6149 During March and April 2014, volunteers from
the Moray Archaeology for All community undertook a
programme of field walks over known prehistoric settlement/
enclosure sites in Moray. For further background information
see Paddockhaugh, Birnie.
The fieldwalking at Ardgye was undertaken on 16 March
2014. The site was selected as cropmark evidence suggested
the presence of an unenclosed settlement and souterrains.
The work recovered no prehistoric pottery and there appears
to be little evidence of prehistoric settlement. A total of nine
pieces of slag were recorded and medieval pottery was present
in abundance.

found in Trenches 1 and 5, and these have been submitted for
radiocarbon dating. It has been decided to locate the biomass
boiler elsewhere in the distillery.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Glen Moray Distillery

Archive: Moray HER and RCAHMS (intended). Finds: Elgin
Museum (intended)
Funder: Part financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007-2013 Programme

Easter Manbeen
Fieldwalking
Dave Anderson and Leanne Demay – Anderson Archaeology
(Scotland)
NJ 1924 5825 During March and April 2014, volunteers from
the Moray Archaeology for All community undertook a
programme of field walks over known prehistoric settlement/
enclosure sites in Moray. For further background information
see Paddockhaugh, Birnie.
The fieldwalking at Easter Manbeen was undertaken on
9 March 2014. The site was selected as cropmark evidence
suggested the presence of an unenclosed settlement. The
work recovered no prehistoric pottery and only three lithic
fragments. A total of 38 pieces of slag were recovered, along
with a widespread scatter of medieval pottery.
Archive: Moray HER and RCAHMS (intended). Finds: Elgin
Museum (intended)
Funder: Part financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007–2013 Programme

Elgin Cathedral
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 2215 6302 A watching brief was maintained on 19 March
2014 during the removal of an existing access ramp and two
stone steps, to allow the installation of a new path leading
from the graveyard to the S porch of Elgin Cathedral.
The removal of the steps revealed a deposit of mixed
demolition material. The steps were found to have been made
from a split, sandstone, grave slab from a 1724 burial. The steps
had probably been installed in the late 19th century, changing
the layout shown on an OS town plan of 1868.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Glen Moray Distillery
Standing building recording and evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 20085 62506 An evaluation was undertaken, 6–7 March
2014, prior to the installation of a biomass boiler. Five trenches
were excavated covering 7% of the proposed development area.
A standing building survey was also carried out on Hattonhill
House and the Glen Moray Distillery cottages. Two very
disturbed, but in situ burials, and disarticulated bones were

The in situ burials, Glen Moray Distillery
Lochinver
Fieldwalking
Dave Anderson and Leanne Demay – Anderson Archaeology
(Scotland)
NJ 1821 6149 During March and April 2014, volunteers from
the Moray Archaeology for All community undertook a
programme of field walks over known prehistoric settlement/
enclosure sites in Moray. For further background information
see Paddockhaugh, Birnie.
The fieldwalking at Lochinver was undertaken on 6 April
2014. The site was selected as cropmark evidence suggested
the presence of several ring ditches and postholes, indicative
of an unenclosed settlement. One broken flint blade, with a
retouched edge was found, but otherwise lithics were largely
absent from the field, as was prehistoric pottery. Medieval
pottery was recovered, mostly from the general area of the
cropmarks. There was a significant concentration of slag
towards the N edge of the field, much of it tap slag.
Archive: RCAHMS and Moray HER (intended). Finds: Elgin
Museum (intended)
Funder: Part financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007–2013 Programme

Pluscarden Abbey
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NJ 14205 57604 A watching brief was carried out on 3
October 2014 (by Lachlan McKeggie), ahead of a proposed
construction to the immediate SW of Pluscarden Abbey on
land previously occupied by gardens and greenhouses. A deskbased assessment of this area had suggested that there could
be the remains of walls or other features relating to earlier
phases of the abbey complex in this area.
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The excavation of a 19 x 8m area between the present
retaining wall and access track recorded only modern features;
including railing slabs, ephemeral greenhouse footings, and
electricity and gas services. Some artefacts were retrieved
from the topsoil, including the lower half of a relatively
small green-glazed jug handle and a fragment of carved
stone with decorative fluting, both may date to the medieval
period. Modern finds included fragments of garden pots,
part of a glazed vase, nails, and 19–20th century coloured and
handmade glass.

Archive: HAS. Report: Moray SMR
Funder: Pluscarden Abbey

South Church, Elgin
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 21510 62538 An historic building survey was undertaken on
29 October 2014 of the former church on Moray Street prior to
the conversion of the building into a climbing wall centre. The
church was built as the South Free Church, 1852–1854, by A W
Reid. It consists of a five-bay gothic style church with the main
nave oriented NW–SE, vestry to the SE and porch to the NW.
It has a large clock tower and a spire. In the later 19th century
a small extension was added to the SE side. The church was
deconsecrated in c2000 and all of the pews and some areas
of flooring have been removed, although the timber columns
and decorative work to the balcony of the upper gallery still
remain.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: J Maunder

Forres
Benromach Distillery
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NJ 03234 59328 A photographic and measured building survey
was undertaken, on 10 October 2014, of the last remaining
section of a warehouse dating from 1898 at Benromach
Distillery prior to its demolition. A garage from 1937 was also
recorded prior to its demolition.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ashley Bartlam Architects on behalf of Gordon and
MacPhail

Forres Flood Alleviation Scheme
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Emma Malone and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NJ 0226 5840 A watching brief was undertaken, September
2012 – May 2014, during several phases of work associated
with the installation of a flood alleviation scheme around
Forres. Many areas were devoid of features apart from plough
scores, indicating that the area had been intensively farmed.
Several of the fields had also been used as an air field during
WW2, which may have required ground improvement works
that could have destroyed ephemeral features.
During phase 1 surviving features recorded included field
drains of various types, pits containing modern material such
as bottle caps, and evidence of vegetation clearing or burning.
Phase 2 uncovered further modern pits, undated shallow pits,
animal burrows, a machine cut ditch and a field drain.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Morrison Construction Group

Inveravon
Ballindalloch Cable Trench
Watching brief
Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NJ 1768 3580 A watching brief was carried out, 6 June – 11 July
2014, during the laying of an electric cable for a new distillery
at Ballindalloch. The work was considered sensitive due to the
trenches proximity to a Clava type cairn at Langmore West.
The only features recorded were two field drains.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Ballindalloch Distillery LLP

Keith
Jocksleys
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NJ 39874 49312 A photographic and measured building survey
was undertaken on 24 April 2014 of the farm of Jocksleys prior
to its conversion to a house. The farmhouse and steading date
from the late 19th century and have been heavily altered with
few surviving features. A mill of an earlier date was also noted
but again this had been heavily altered.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: CM Design, Architects on behalf of Mr S Simmers

Kinloss

General view of the former nave of the South Church, Moray Street,
showing the finely decorative columns and upper gallery
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Findhorn and Kinloss War Memorial
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NJ 04116 64193 The Findhorn and Kinloss War Memorial was

M O R AY

Dandaleith Stone (Copyright Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service)
unveiled on the 14 July 1920 and takes the form of a granite
obelisk decorated with a sheathed sword with belt and a laurel
wreath. The names on the memorial were researched as part of
a publication for the Moray and Nairn Family History Society.

on the S side of the bend in an access path leading to the
castle. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.

Knockando

Balvenie Castle
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NJ 3260 4087 This collection was assessed in August–
September 2014; it is displayed on wooden planks at ground
floor level to the N of a staircase tower. Most of the examples
are relatively ordinary, but there are also a few stones which
relate to features that are still in situ. These include a section of
curved corbelling which relates to the curved corbelling under
the windows. Two sections of cornice also remain, and one
very ornate stone which is almost carved in the round. The
soot staining, and the complex mouldings, suggest a fireplace
location, eg from the Atholl Lodging.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.

Funder: Moray and Nairn Family History Society

Macallan Distillery, Craigellachie
Evaluation and standing building recording
Lindsay Dunbar and Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 27800 44700 (evaluation), NJ 27562 44464 (distillery
building), NJ 27748 44665 (farm buildings) and NJ 27928
44991 (cottage and kennels). A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken, 17 February – 31 July 2014, in advance
of development work.
An area of c12000m² was stripped of topsoil and all
archaeological features uncovered were evaluated, excavated
and recorded. The excavation recorded four probable post-ring
roundhouse structures, with a ring ditch roundhouse and a
four-poster structure to the SE. A number of pits and postholes
of varying sizes were recorded among the structures. A large
more modern feature, interpreted as a 19th-century sand
and gravel extraction pit, was recorded in the NE part of the
development area.
A photographic and written survey was undertaken on
a number of buildings, which currently form the main
production plant of the distillery, but are due to be made
redundant. The majority of the distillery buildings were
mid- to late 20th-century in date, including the two still
houses. However, the remains of an earlier 19th-century
building (the Hi-Mac building) survived to the rear of the
complex. A survey was undertaken of some 20th-century
farm buildings, plus some late 19th-century kennels and an
associated cottage.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Macallan Distillery Co Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Balvenie Distillery, Dufftown
Watching brief and excavation
Warren Bailie and Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NJ 320 425 A watching brief and excavation was undertaken,
16 June – 9 July 2014, during topsoil stripping associated with
the construction of a new warehouse (number 47) at the
distillery. The topsoil stripping revealed a number of features,
which were subject to investigation. These consisted of an arc
of large pits, a series of postholes and a number of spreads of
organic rich material. No datable material was recovered from
any of the features.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: William Grant and Sons Distillers Ltd

Mortlach

Rothes

Balvenie Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 3267 4087 A watching brief was undertaken on 20 March
2014 during the relocation of an information panel situated

Dandaleith Stone
Casual find
Claire Herbert – Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service
NJ 28900 45800 The Dandaleith Stone, a Class I Pictish
Symbol Stone, was found near Craigellachie in May 2013
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during ploughing and reported to the area archaeologist by
the landowner. The stone, a solid pink granite boulder, is 1.7m
long and weighs around 670kg. It has incised decoration on
two adjoining faces, and tool marks on the other faces. Face
1 is incised with a large eagle, with crescent and V-rod below.
Face 2 is incised with a mirror case symbol, with a notched
rectangle and Z-rod below. While previously recorded symbol
stones in the Strathspey area have similar symbols (eg Arndilly
and Inveravon), the presence on the Dandaleith Stone of
incised symbols on two adjoining faces, aligned on the same
orientation, is unusual and may be unique. The stone was
declared as Treasure Trove, and in March 2014, it was allocated
to Elgin Museum. It is currently undergoing a programme of
conservation work before it goes on display in Elgin Museum.
Investigative work is planned for the find site, to try to establish
if the stone was found at, or near, its original location.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service
Funder: The Moray Society and Aberdeenshire Council

Speymouth
Ashfield Farm, Garmouth
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 3316 6437 A watching brief was undertaken on 11 June 2014
during soil stripping associated with the construction of a new
agricultural building. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.

1st Edition OS map.
NJ 1804 6290 – NJ 1827 6292 Quarrywood A hollowed
track, a cart width wide, leads to a quarry. It appears to have
been built between the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps.
NJ 1841 6302 Quarrywood A medium sized but shallow
quarry.
NJ 1868 6303 Danish Camp A small quarry.
NJ 1862 6303 Danish Camp A small quarry located very
close to a henge.
Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

St Andrews – Lhanbryd
Barmuckity
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 24 62 A button-and-loop fastener of teardrop form (class III)
was found during metal detecting at Barmuckity. The loop is
broken and most of the original surface is lost. The type dates
to the Roman Iron Age (1–2nd centuries AD).
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 89/13), allocated to Elgin
Museum

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report and photographs:
Moray SMR
Funder: WJ and J Green

Teindland Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 2941 5700 – NJ 2955 5711 Altonside A deep drain, which
abuts a small enclosure (see below) on two sides, does not
appear to be modern, but does not appear on an estate plan
of c1809 or the 1st Edition OS map. The denuded remains of
rig and furrow with a c8m wavelength were recorded to the N
of the drain. A short length of drain lying to the W (DES 2013,
133) may be significant in respect of these possible rigs.
NJ 2955 5710 Altonside A very small rectangular enclosure
formed by slight linear banks, which is not shown on an estate
plan of c1809 or the 1st Edition OS map. It may be associated
with the drainage feature noted above.
NJ 2958 5710 – NJ 2960 5713 Altonside The slight remains
of an enclosure that is shown on an estate plan of c1809.
The linear bank survives best along the side overlooking the
burn.

The button-and-loop fastener, Barmuckity (Drawn by Alan Braby)

Spynie

Easter Calcots
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NJ 2516 6365 A geophysical survey using gradiometry was
undertaken, 15–18 November 2013, for the Moray Archaeology
For All Project. The survey aimed to characterise a multi-ditched
enclosure which had been identified on aerial photographs.
A total area of 27.6ha was surveyed at 0.25 x 0.5m intervals.
The work detected the discontinuous arcs of two ditches of
the enclosure. The inner ditch was characterised by a positive
magnetic signature and the outer by a more negative response.
Rig and furrow, running W–E, was recorded up to the line of
the inner ditch. Several possible pits and highly magnetic
anomalies, probably relating to recent agricultural activities,
were the only features identified within the ditches.

Quarrelwood Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Duffs Hill, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 1772 6304 – NJ 1768 6318 Rosebrae A well preserved
and deep hollow-way which is shown as a track on the

Easter Calcots
Fieldwalking
Dave Anderson and Leanne Demay – Anderson Archaeology
(Scotland)
NJ 2510 6363 During March and April 2014, volunteers from
the Moray Archaeology for All community undertook a

Archive: Forestry Commission, Aberdeenshire and SMR, Moray
and Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Funder: Part-financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007–2013 Programme
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programme of field walks over known prehistoric settlement/
enclosure sites in Moray. For further background information
see Paddockhaugh, Birnie.
The fieldwalking at Easter Calcots was undertaken on
23 March 2014. The site was selected as cropmark evidence
suggested the presence of a substantial circular enclosure. The
area within the enclosure cropmark was found to be almost
sterile in terms of finds, suggesting that the enclosure was
probably used for stock management, rather than defining a
settlement area.
Archive: Moray HER and RCAHMS (intended). Finds: Elgin
Museum (intended)
Funder: Part financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007-2013 Programme

Urquhart
Lower Auchenreath
Fieldwalking
Dave Anderson and Leanne Demay – Anderson Archaeology
(Scotland)
NJ 3273 6336 During March and April 2014, volunteers from
the Moray Archaeology for All community undertook a
programme of field walks over known prehistoric settlement/
enclosure sites in Moray. For further background information
see Paddockhaugh, Birnie.
The fieldwalking at Lower Auchenreath was undertaken on
30 March 2014. The site was selected as cropmark evidence
suggested the presence of an unenclosed settlement. Flint
was present in far greater quantities than at any of the other
sites visited during this programme, and included one intact,
and one broken invasively retouched flint knife, and several
thumbnail scrapers. A small quantity of prehistoric pottery and
a widespread scatter of medieval pottery were recovered. Only
one small piece of slag was identified, suggesting that while
this may have been an occupation site, there is no evidence
of smelting. A saddle quern was found at the side of the field,
damage from plough scars and its location suggest that it may
have been moved from its original position.
Archive: Moray HER and RCAHMS (intended). Finds: Elgin
Museum (intended)
Funder: Part financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007–2013 Programme

Nine Stanes
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NJ 28838 64015 A geophysical survey using gradiometry was
undertaken, 15–18 November 2013, for the Moray Archaeology
For All Project. A total area of 17.66ha was surveyed at 0.25
x 0.5m intervals to the WSW of the Nine Stanes stone circle.
The results identified two positive magnetic anomalies and
two magnetically subtle linear features near the centre of the
survey area which may have archaeological potential. Other
small anomalies were recorded scattered across the survey
area, but these are probably related to geology and recent
agricultural activity.
Funder: Part-financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007-2013 Programme

Speyslaw
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NJ 29014 66690 A geophysical survey using gradiometry was
undertaken, 13–16 March 2014, for the Moray Archaeology For
All Project, targeting an area which had previously produced
some Roman Iron Age finds. A total area of 0.84ha of grass

covered sheep pasture was surveyed at 0.25 x 0.5m intervals.
A scatter of strong magnetic anomalies across the area
probably reflects the presence of igneous stones spread across
the field during agricultural activity. Rig and furrow, aligned
NNE–SSW, was recorded. More recent plough marks were also
noted, running E–W across the field. There was no indication
of any prehistoric activity to explain the finds.
Funder: Part-financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007–2013 Programme

Stonewells
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NJ 28366 65196 A geophysical survey using gradiometry was
undertaken, 13–16 March 2014, for the Moray Archaeology
For All Project, targeting an area which had produced later
prehistoric and Roman finds. A total area of 16.4ha was
surveyed at 0.25 x 0.5m intervals. The S field had been recently
ploughed, while the N one was set aside for pig farming. The
survey detected at least three possible ring ditch houses, each
c50m apart and running in a rough ENE–WSW alignment along
a low rise. A series of possible pit features were identified to
the SE and NW of these houses. Rig and furrow crossed the S
field from ENE–WSW.
Funder: Part-financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007-2013 Programme

Stonewells
Fieldwalking
Dave Anderson and Leanne Demay – Anderson Archaeology
(Scotland)
NJ 2841 6539 During March and April 2014, volunteers from
the Moray Archaeology for All community undertook a
programme of field walks over known prehistoric settlement/
enclosure sites in Moray. For further background information
see Paddockhaugh, Birnie.
Fieldwalking was undertaken at Stonewells on 13 April
2014. The site was selected on the basis of metal detector finds
and geophysical survey (see above entry). A dispersed scatter
of lithics was recovered from across the survey area, but no
prehistoric pottery was recovered and only five pieces of slag
were recovered. A substantial quantity of medieval pottery was
recovered; this is perhaps unsurprising as a motte is located in
the field to the immediate S of the one being walked.
Archive: Moray HER and RCAHMS (intended). Finds: Elgin
Museum (intended)
Funder: Part financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007–2013 Programme

Wallfield
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NJ 29477 65160 A geophysical survey using gradiometry was
undertaken, 13–16 March 2014, for the Moray Archaeology For
All Project. Wallfield was the location of a 19th-century hoard
find, uncovered during agricultural work, and the survey
aimed to see if there were any structural remains in the area
of the hoard. An area of 0.96ha was surveyed at 0.25 x 0.5m
intervals across a grass covered field, and a secondary 0.08ha
area, immediately to the NW was also surveyed. The results
were dominated by strong magnetic bands relating to the
underlying geology. A small circular area, c8m in diameter,
located in the SE of the survey area corresponds to a low
bank, which is currently used for feeding cattle. No activity
connected with the hoard could be recognised.
Funder: Part-financed by the Scottish Government and the
European Community Moray Leader 2007–2013 Programme
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Dreghorn
Perceton, Irvine
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 3562 4095 An evaluation was undertaken, 5 August –
11 September 2014, in advance of a proposed residential
development. A total of 28 trenches, covering 8% of the Phase 1
development area, and of varying lengths and alignments,
were excavated. A series of furrows relating to agricultural
activity and a single field boundary ditch, aligned WSW–ENE
in the NW corner of the site, were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Dawn Homes Ltd

Irvine
Ravenspark Hospital
Excavation, evaluation and desk-based assessment
Alastair Becket – Northlight Heritage
NS 3094 4073 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 10 December 2012 – 22 January 2013, following
the disturbance of human remains during construction work
at the site of the former Ravenspark Hospital. The human
remains were recovered and topsoil stripping of the area
monitored. This work revealed the extent of the burials without
further disturbance to the in situ graves. The fieldwork was
augmented by a desk-based assessment of the site.
The fieldwork and research have shown that the area was
used as an extension to an adjacent cemetery. The cemetery
extension came into use c1910 with the final internment
occurring in 1927. It is estimated that hundreds of individuals
may be interred within this area, as over 80 graves were
identified during the course of the fieldwork, and records for
the institution indicate that the graveyard was reused on a
seven year cycle.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Dundas Estates and Development Co Ltd

Kilbirnie
Glengarnock, Longbar
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 3240 5280 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
15–18 September 2014, prior to the proposed development of a
school campus. A total of 8% of the available area (2500 linear
metres) was investigated. The trenches revealed uniformly
thin topsoil overlying a subsoil of boulder clay. The boggy
area that covered the N of the site showed relatively modern
attempts at drainage. The southern half of the site revealed
extensive attempts at improvement, with numerous drains and
large quantities of Victorian ceramics occurring throughout
the topsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Keir Construction

Largs
Skelmorlie Aisle and Largs Old Churchyard
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NS 20265 59441 The Skelmorlie Aisle was built in 1636 and
formed the N transept of the medieval parish church of Largs.
The body of the church was demolished in the early 19th
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century, leaving the aisle standing alone in the graveyard. A
geophysical survey was undertaken, 18–20 August 2014, of the
graveyard surrounding the aisle and the northern extension
to the graveyard. The survey aimed to identify the position of
the current drains and areas bereft of archaeology or burials
where new drains and a sump might be placed. It was also
hoped a better understanding would be gained of the plan
of the demolished church. A resistance survey was carried
out over all available areas in the graveyard and northern
extension, while a Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) survey
was limited to the northern extension to the graveyard and the
area immediately surrounding the aisle.
Although the resistance survey identified some responses
of potential significance it did not clearly identify the
footprint for the former church. The GPR survey data are
confused by extant graves. However, the survey does appear
to have detected possible drainage features and potentially
identified limited sections of possible foundations associated
with the earlier church. Additional responses suggestive of
further buried structural features to the N of the aisle were
also noted.

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Historic Scotland

West Kilbride
Coastal Archaeological Landscapes: Intertidal and
Estuarine (COALIE) Survey Project
Survey and analysis
Andrew Bicket – WA Coastal and Marine
NS 17900 52400 COALIE is a partnership project between WA
Coastal and Marine, the RCAHMS and members of the local
community. Following a period of severe coastal storms the
intertidal zone between Largs and Ardrossan was examined,
September 2013 – March 2014, using a variety of survey
methods (aerial, terrestrial and underwater), in order to
investigate the intertidal heritage in the Outer Clyde.
Several key discoveries were made including a previously
unknown dismantled, reused early medieval timber structure,
now buried under linear boulder banks on Hunterston Sands,
which was probably built in various phases linked to the
development of the Hunterston Estate. The angled joints
in the timber may indicate a hexagonal/ring structure from
a dismantled tower base or other unknown structure. The
felling date early in the reign of Alexander II provides rare
archaeological evidence for this period.
From the nearby mouth of the Polteath Burn, two neck
sherds of 2nd-century AD Roman ring-necked flagons
were reported to the project and may reflect an unknown
shipwreck or coastal Roman site in the area, providing
speculative context for Antonine Wall maritime supply
networks at this time.
Thirty reported fish traps on Ardneil Bay and Hunterston
Sands were surveyed and reinterpreted as natural features or
boundary dykes extended into the intertidal zone. In one case
a boulder structure has been reinterpreted as a vernacular
quayside at Seamill, Ardneil Bay. In the case of Hunterston
Sands the features probably reflect coastal reclamation/
defence structures, which overlie the reused early medieval
timber elements and incorporate a number of other smaller
wooden posts, wedges and possible wattles.
An aerial photographic survey also identified three maritime
light perches, dating to at least the mid-19th century, which
marked the deep water channel of the ‘Fairlie Roads’ which
passes between the Ayrshire coast and the Cumbraes.
In addition, the enigmatic harbour on Brigurd Point,
Hunterston Sands, was surveyed by divers and dGPS surveyed
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at low astronomical tide. No datable evidence was found, and
the harbour appears to only be usable at low tide.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, RCAHMS and WA Coastal and Marine

Birsay Village
Watching brief
Nick Card and Dave Reay – ORCA
HY 24816 27676 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
10–13 February 2014, at Birsay Village during the excavation
of three trenches prior to the construction of a new car park
and associated drainage. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Birsay Community Council

Brim, Birsay
Watching brief
Nick Card and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 27674 27986 A watching brief was undertaken on 20
December 2013 during the excavation of the foundation base
for a wind turbine. The trench contained a natural boulder
clay overlain by topsoil. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr J Tomlinson

2nd-century AD ‘cup-mouthed’ ring-neck flagons with degenerate
neck rims (Copyright Wessex Archaeology)

NORTH LANARKSHIRE
Cadder
Gartferry Road, Chryston
Evaluation
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NS 6860 7030 An evaluation was carried out, 7–10 April 2014,
on the site of a proposed housing development. A total of 39
trial trenches were excavated across the area, but no finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Buckquoy
Excavation
Dave Lawrence and Caz Mamwell
HY 24650 28090 A site visit on 30 August 2014 by the authors
(in the role of archaeological osteologists) was prompted by
a report to the police of human remains eroding from a low
cliff on the coast of Birsay Bay. A single bone was recovered,
which proved to be an adult left femur exhibiting degenerative
joint disease. The bone had lost its proximal end and was
exposed in what appeared to be an animal burrow. It was
clearly associated with archaeological structures but no other
bone was found. The femur appears therefore to have been
an isolated find, possibly redeposited in antiquity, rather than
part of an articulated skeleton. Polythene membrane was
observed in deposits to either side of the find, indicating that
coastal erosion is destroying parts of the area of the Pictish/
Viking site excavated by Ritchie (1979) and of which the find
appears to be part.
Archive: Orkney SMR
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Birsay and Harray
Appiehouse, Harray
Watching brief
Nick Card and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 32654 16324 A watching brief was undertaken on 16
January 2014 in advance of the construction of two sheds.
The trench excavated contained natural deposits consisting
of sandy clay and gravel overlain by subsoil and topsoil with
numerous pieces of bedrock protruding from the subsoil. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Historic Scotland, ORCA, Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr C Copland

Bea, Harray
Watching brief
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HY 3107 1683 A watching brief was undertaken in March 2014
during groundworks associated with the construction of a
house. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: D Irvine

Cott of Boardhouse
Watching brief
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HY 3276 1611 A watching brief was undertaken in February
2014 during groundworks associated with the construction of
a house. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: T Kitson

St Michael’s Church, Harray
Watching brief
Nick Card and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 31426 17892 – HY 31011 17722 A watching brief was
undertaken, 13 November 2013 – 24 March 2014, during the
renewal of water mains in the vicinity of St Michael’s Church.
The work uncovered a flagstone structure, a possible enclosure
ditch and a number deposits likely to represent buried soil
horizons and midden deposits, all of which are likely to be
prehistoric in date. It is probable that these are related to the
adjacent broch site which lies beneath St Michael’s church
yard. A rubble field drain, probably post-medieval in date, was
also exposed.
Archive: Historic Scotland, ORCA, Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water Ltd
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Tarristy, Sanday
Evaluation
Nick Card and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 62231 38080 An evaluation was undertaken on 26 May
2014 during the excavation of two trenches across the footprint
of a proposed house. The only evidence for anthropogenic
activity was a buried topsoil deposit. This may be prehistoric;
however, it did not appear to be associated with any structural
remains.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Hinds

Evie and Rendall
Dale by Cottascarth
Survey and desk-based assessment
Jill Harden – The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
HY 3653 1997 Working with a small group of volunteers, a
rapid basic measured survey was undertaken on 19 June
2014 of the roofless single-storey farm buildings at Dale,
now marginal ground at the lower edge of heather-clad hill
ground. There are two non-conjoined ranges at right angles
to one another. The N range, c15 x 4m over walls 0.6m
thick and partially surviving to the wallhead, consisted of a
sequence of four buildings (including a byre and a pig sty)
some of which were originally roofed with huge flags. The
W range, c24 x 5–6m over walls c0.6m thick and surviving to
its wallhead entirely, includes the three-roomed dwelling as
well as two small storage areas adjoining at its S end, and a
threshing mill and barn adjoining at its N end. The remains of
the small vertical cast iron part of the waterwheel survives in
situ against the W wall of the building, with the silted-up mill
pond further W and the lade emptying into the Burn of Dale
to the N. Desk-based research has revealed that the farm was
constructed in the 1870s, and initially just part of the W range
was built; the other range along with the mill machinery were
added in the 1880s or 1890s. Between the 1870s and the 1930s
there were five different occupying tenants, but thereafter the
farm became a grazing let until, in the 1950s, it was subsumed
by the neighbouring farm.
Archive: To be decided
Funder: RSPB

Queenamuckle Cairn, Rendall
Excavation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
HY 4191 2197 An excavation was undertaken, 12–15 August
2014, under the Historic Scotland human remains call-out
contract, on an eroding cairn on the NE coast of mainland
Orkney. Upon arrival at the site it became apparent that more
than half of the cairn had already been lost to coastal erosion.
Of the remaining cairn there was a central area extending nearly
a metre from the section supported by a shelf of bedrock. This
spur of surviving cairn must have lain very close to the centre
of the original plan of the cairn and it was here that a steatite
vessel was positioned. It was surrounded by placed stones and
covered with a capstone and was positioned over an area of
burning and burnt material thought to relate to a funeral pyre.
The vessel was almost complete but was obviously badly
damaged with numerous cracks and distortions visible.
The vessel is a flat-rimmed, wide-mouthed, sub-circular
tub-like vessel with steeply angled, rounded walls. After
careful recording of the section the vessel was block lifted
and returned to the AOC offices for conservation. No other
artefacts were recovered during the excavation. Burnt bone
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fragments presumed to be human remains were recovered
from the ‘pyre’ material.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Firth
Rennibister Farm
Evaluation
Nick Card and Dave Reay – ORCA
HY 39737 12823 and HY 39756 12776 An evaluation was
undertaken on 28 March 2013 on land near Rennibister Farm
in advance of the construction of a wind turbine. The work
aimed to investigate two parallel geophysical anomalies
identified in a recent survey of the area.
A single, 50m long by 1.5m wide, evaluation trench was
machine excavated across the anomalies. A possible furrow
base, of low archaeological significance, was recorded in the
NNW end of the trench. The cause of the anomalies was not
conclusively identified, but they could have been caused by
the underlying geology, or alternatively from archaeological
features that have been completely removed by ploughing.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scotrenewables

Firth/Sanday/Stenness
Rising Tide
Landscape survey including subsea
CR Wickham-Jones, S Dawson, R Bates, M Bates, D Huws,
E Gal and J Killingbeck – University of Aberdeen, University of
Dundee, University of St Andrews, University of Wales,
Trinity St David and University of Bangor
HY 387 141, HY 425 660 and HY 294 131 (centred on) Work on
Holocene sea level change in Orkney indicates that relative sea
levels reached their present position some 4000 years ago. This
project, which was set up in 2005, aims to construct a sea level
curve to provide detail of former changes in relative sea level
around Orkney and to investigate the possibility that remains
of past human settlement might be preserved on the seabed.
The project combines different strands of work including
sediment coring, remote sensing, seismic survey, diving,
intertidal survey, palaeoenvironmental analysis on land,
in the intertidal zone and from submerged surfaces, aerial
photography, archive searches, and ethnoarchaeology. The
work undertaken January – December 2014 focused on three
areas.
In the Bay of Firth work focused on coring with the following
aims: recovery of organic sediments from the western reaches
of the Bay; recovery of organic material in the vicinity of the
Main Mound site in order to determine possible anthropogenic
activity; reconstruction of Early Holocene inundation
sequence as it took place in the Bay of Firth and production
of palaeogeographic reconstruction as inundation took place.
The use of vibrocore equipment and a small raft facilitated
the recovery of sediment cores from the ancient lakebed lying
towards the W end of the Bay. Core recovery was good with
little deformation, and lithology and other analyses are taking
place to build a picture of the inundation sequence. Recovery
of cores in the vicinity of the Main Mound was not possible
due to adverse weather but further attempts will be made to
complete this work.
In the Loch of Stenness work focused on coring with the
following aims: recovery of organic sediments from key
locations across the loch as determined by onshore archaeology
and sonar and seismic scans taken in previous years;
reconstruction of Early Holocene inundation sequence as it
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Rising Tide: Extracting a core in the Bay of Firth
took place across the loch and production of palaeogeographic
reconstruction as inundation took place.
The use of vibrocore equipment allowed the extraction of
eight cores from the S half of the loch. Research is ongoing but
preliminary work by Killingbeck has reconstructed a detailed
sequence of inundation and palaeoenvironmental change,
suggesting that present sea level was not reached until at least
3000 BP.
The work in Sanday aimed to extend research away from the
heartland of Mainland Orkney and to gather, date and interpret
the palaeoenvironmental record from marine and intertidal
sediment cores from key sites outwith the World Heritage area
but near onshore heritage sites of international importance.
Preliminary work was undertaken including walkover survey
for source sites where palaeoenvironmental cores might be
obtained and some trial auguring.
Archive: Contributors (currently), ADS, Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Holm
Markstone
Watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Linda Somerville – ORCA
ND 46992 98775, HY 47287 01537, HY 48771 01517, ND 48415
94148 and ND 46620 94805 A watching brief undertaken,
8 August – 9 October 2013, on and at either end of The
Churchill Barriers (Barriers 1, 2 and 4) and at West Greaves, as
part of a water pipe replacement and improvement scheme. A
total of 20 small trenches were monitored, but there were no
finds or features of archaeological significance recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

Holm/St Andrews and Deerness
East Mainland
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Nick Card and Christopher Gee – ORCA
HY 47326 03620 and HY 58500 04285 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were carried out, 5–21 February 2013, in
advance of the installation of a power cable connecting three
wind turbines at Barns of Ayre, Deerness, to the grid in Holm.
Six archaeologically sensitive areas potentially under threat by
the development were identified; these were at, Hamley Hill,
Hillhead, Greens, Dingieshowie, Quoys and Barns of Ayre. No
new sites were located during the walkover survey.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aquaterra

Hoy and Graemsay
Rackwick Survey: Hoy and South Walls Landscape
Project
Walkover survey
Daniel Lee – ORCA
ND 20000 99500 The latest season of fieldwork, 2 June – 4 July
2014, focused on Rackwick. A walkover survey was undertaken
to record all sites (prehistoric to modern) including less
tangible places relating to folk stories. A relational approach,
where the meaning of things/places is changing and always
context dependent, was employed. This may be seen to
operate at various scales: township, farmhouse or object. An
overarching theme for the survey was to explore the perception
and iconography of Rackwick within contemporary Orcadian
society. Surprisingly a systematic survey has never been
undertaken within the township.
Most of the 159 sites recorded were post-medieval or
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Volunteers conducting a topographic survey of site R054b, an anti-aircraft light machine gun (AALMG) pit in Rackwick (see page 145)
modern: farmsteads, enclosures, lynchets, planticrues, walls,
banks, cairns, nousts, WW2 sites, tracks, telecommunications,
fire pits, fish farm, modern activity areas and structures.
No conclusive prehistoric sites were found, and none have
previously been noted, although two square earthworks with
segmented external banks on the eastern side of the burn
are similar to those found at Groups, Braebuster, and could
be Pictish square barrows (Site R10, ND29NW 5). Further
investigation is required. Deep improved soils and lynchets
were noted on the western side of the township, which, along
with place name evidence and early maps, suggests that
the early post-medieval (perhaps late medieval) township
originated on the western side between Scar (R46) and
Crowsnest (R36) Farmsteads.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Orkney Archaeology Society
and ORCA

Hoy and Graemsay/Walls and Flotta
Legacies of Conflict: Hoy and Walls Wartime Heritage
Project
Walkover survey
Gavin J Lindsay – Island of Hoy Development Trust
In October 2013 a 12 month project began to study the Island
of Hoy’s rich WW2 archaeological heritage. The project aimed
to determine whether WW2 archaeology could be employed
as a community enhancing resource, assess whether this
resource could be better utilised to attract tourism, and
establish whether it could be utilised as an all-age educational
strategy. A community supported archaeological survey was
undertaken to identify and record the extent of surviving
WW2 remains on Hoy as well as to encourage and evaluate
active adult engagement with wartime heritage through site
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investigation.
The fieldwork consisted of a focused walkover survey across
Hoy and South Walls to verify potential military features
identified on post-war aerial photographs from the National
Collection of Aerial Photographs and from Cassini grid
coordinates recovered from military unit war diaries consulted
at The National Archives of the UK. A total of 415 sites
specifically relating to WW2 activity on Hoy were recorded
during the course of the project, 389 of which were previously
unknown; 6 sites were selected for more detailed topographic
survey which was primarily used as a public engagement
activity.
What was particularly notable from the survey was
the number of well preserved sites that have survived
predominantly as earthworks. Entire classes of site that
were previously absent from the wartime record have been
identified, such as anti-aircraft light machine gun pits,
defensive firing positions, mortar pits, observation posts
and bomb craters. Many of the sites recorded were found to
be incredibly well preserved and rank highly amongst the
best examples of WW2 military offensive, defensive, supply
and support structures in the UK. Three concentrations of
military sites around Wee Fea, Lyness and Rinnigill were
identified and are considered of such high historic value,
that they merit consideration for group protection as
conservation areas.
On Wee Fea, the hillside rising up behind the WW2
Naval Base at Lyness, 232 previously unrecorded sites
were logged across a 1.5km² area; 156 of these sites were
slit trenches c2m long by 1m wide and c1m deep. Some
of the trenches were completely filled with water and
others showed signs of partial collapse, erosion or natural
infilling. The trenches were supported by 14 weapons pits
consisting of mortar pits and light and heavy machine gun
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positions. A group of three mortar pits near to the summit
of Wee Fea are quite remarkable with curved corrugated
iron ammunition lockers set into the rear of wedgeshaped pits. Further down the slope of the hill to the E, an
incredibly unusual 4m long slit trench with a pair of half
depth corrugated iron Anderson type shelters dug side by
side into the rear wall of the trench remains in excellent
condition. According to copies of the Hoy Defence Scheme,
kept as appendices to the infantry war diaries, Wee Fea
formed a distinct sector of an island-wide defence scheme
intended to protect vital points, such as the Wee Fea
underground oil fuel store and Lyness Naval Base, from
attack by the landing of airborne forces or a seaborne
commando force. The combined assemblage of prepared
defence sites on Wee Fea form a WW2 defence landscape of
unprecedented scale, completeness and preservation and
may well represent one of the best surviving examples and
densest concentrations of prepared trench positions from
WW2 in the UK.
Archive: Island of Hoy Development Trust Office. Report and GIS
database: Orkney SMR
Funder: The 12 month position of Wartime Heritage Officer was
funded by Scotgrad Graduate Placement Scheme, Highland
and Islands Enterprise, Orkney Islands Council Community
Development Fund and Heritage Lottery Fund Sharing Heritage
Grant.

Scapa Road in advance of development work. The survey,
using a fluxgate gradiometer, demonstrated the potential
presence of archaeological remains; however, interpretations
of the responses were not definite and they could therefore
reflect natural phenomena. The southern end of the survey
area consisted of modern made ground, which gave a strong
magnetic response that may have masked any possible
underlying archaeology.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: ARCHIAL

Towerhill
Watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 46347 09294, HY 46697 09664, HY 44853 09478, HY 44657
10939 and HY 45448 11696 A watching brief undertaken
at a number of locations in Kirkwall as part of a water pipe
replacement and improvement scheme. A total of 161 small
trenches were monitored between 7 May – 12 September 2013.
Previously unknown archaeological features were uncovered
in four trenches contributing to our understanding of the
development of Kirkwall. In Trench 26 on King Street, a small
pit, probably for domestic refuse, was recorded together with a
possible garden soil layer likely to date to the late medieval or
post-medieval period. In Trench 28, a small section of walling
also probably post-medieval in date was revealed beneath
School Place. In Trench 136, on Watergate, a cobbled surface
was exposed. This could relate to the palace of the Yards and
could be as early as the 17th century. In Trench 137, also on
Watergate, a stone culvert was found; this is thought to be
post-medieval although it may be earlier.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

An unusual slit trench on Wee Fea with a pair of Anderson-type
shelters set into the rear wall

Kirkwall and St Ola
Grainbank, Kirkwall
Survey
Nick Card and Thomas Desalle – ORCA
HY 43841 11221 (centred on) A magnetometry survey was
undertaken, on 21 November 2013, of 1.8ha of a 4.2ha area
at Grainbank in advance of proposed development work. The
site was located within the vicinity of the Pickaquoy burnt
mound and associated traces of settlement (SAM 4346), and
the two souterrains of Grain Earth House and Grainbank (SAM
90154). The survey, which was undertaken using a fluxgate
gradiometer, recorded ridge and furrow and the possibility of
an associated headland.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: ARCHIAL

New Scapa Road
Survey
Nick Card and Thomas Desalle – ORCA
HY 44566 10048 A magnetometry survey was undertaken,
12–14 November 2013, of 5.3ha of land adjacent to New

Linty Brae
Watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 40358 07269 – HY 44570 10438 A watching brief was
carried out, 31 July – 6 September 2013, between Linty Brae
and Greenigoe on the A964, and in Kirkwall, as part of a
water pipe replacement and improvement scheme. A total of
14 small trenches were monitored, but no finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

Kirkwall and St Ola/Orphir/Stenness
Burgirhill
Watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 30575 11882, HY 33311 13725, HY 36913 07220, HY 42420
10820, HY 46612 08473, HY 46380 07431, HY 43317 08756,
HY 34837 06011, HY 32708 11943, HY 27972 10945 and HY
27927 11675 A watching brief was carried out, 5 June – 14
December 2013, at various locations on mainland Orkney as
part of a water pipe replacement and improvement scheme.
The monitoring of a number of small trenches recovered five
isolated finds and revealed archaeological features in two
trenches. A rubble deposit probably relating to clearance,
levelling or drainage was uncovered in Trench 107. A stone
box culvert was exposed in trenches 31 and 32 and four
complete glass bottles, dating to the late 19th to the early
20th century were retrieved together with one small piece of
worked flint.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

147

ORKNEY

Tank, well and stone compartments of the Meur Burnt Mound (Copyright The SCAPE Trust)

Lady
Makabuster, Salties
Desk-based assessment and test pitting
Catherine Parker – Sanday Archaeology Group
HY 75645 44712 A team of Sanday School teachers and
junior high pupils, under the direction and guidance of
Sanday Archaeology Group, carried out a programme of
desk-based research and test pitting, 8–10 September 2014,
on a site previously identified by fieldwalking as a possible
farm mound (DES 2012, 134–135). The work aimed to gather
further information on the nature of the site, while providing
training in archaeological techniques for the school pupils as
part of the Curriculum for Excellence.
The desk-based assessment located an estate map (Aberdeen,
W, fl. c1742–1794 Estate Different Possession of North Wall)
which bears a stylised depiction of a house named ‘Macabist’.
This appeared to be slightly S of the location of the mound.
No structures appear in the vicinity on any subsequent maps.
The mound, which is located in a cultivated field, measures
c50m in diameter and is a maximum of c2.5m high. Five test
pits, measuring 1 x 1m, were excavated on an E–W transect
across the summit of the mound down to the first significant
archaeological level. The ploughsoil and underlying contexts
in all test pits were rich in midden material consisting of shell,
large animal bone, fish bone (preliminarily identified as cod)
and charcoal. A single fragment of prehistoric pottery was
recovered from the ploughsoil.
The westernmost test pit (TP1) revealed a compact metalled
surface underlying 0.2m of ploughsoil. In the remaining test
pits (TP2–5), the ploughsoil overlay a silty sand with many
poorly sorted inclusions of midden material, lumps of clay and
large stones. The context was plainly anthropogenic and may
represent the plough disrupted vestiges of an occupation level.
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Further work is planned by Sanday Archaeology Group and
Sanday School to further investigate the surface levels of the
site and hopefully clarify a possible link between the site and
the structure identified during the desk-based assessment.

Archive: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Sanday School and C Parker

Meur, Sanday
Excavation
Joanna Hambly – The SCAPE Trust
HY 74650 45710 The SCAPE Trust and local volunteers reexcavated a complex Bronze Age burnt mound now situated on
the beach at Meur, dismantled the remains and reconstructed
it at the new Sanday Heritage Centre. This community project
was undertaken, 30 June – 16 July 2014, and formed part of
the SCAPE Trusts Scotland’s Coastal Heritage at Risk Project.
The site was first excavated by AOC Archaeology Group in
2005 under the terms of the Historic Scotland human remains
call-out contract, following the exposure of a stone cist in
severe winter storms. The excavation revealed a stone trough
associated with stone compartments and a corbelled stone
cistern surrounded by a mound of fire-cracked stone and
dark soils. Once it was clear that the site was that of a burnt
mound not a burial, the excavation characterised, recorded
and sampled the remains before reburying them. Three
radiocarbon dates on bone in fill deposits indicate that the
mound was used between 1120 and 420 BC.
In 2013, residents of Sanday, concerned about the continuing
damage to the site from winter storms, proposed a community
project to re-excavate the site in order to dismantle and relocate
it from its perilous location on the beach to the new Heritage
Centre, where it would create an interesting visitor attraction.
In July 2014, the site was re-excavated and new information
recovered. The corbelled cistern was found to be a well, the
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lower metre of which comprised waterlogged organic deposits
containing visual evidence of plant macrofossils and insect
remains. The dismantling of the stone tank and stone cells
revealed an earlier phase of the building including a circular
wall. Beneath the stone tank the top of an earlier (possibly)
corbelled structure was revealed. This is yet to be excavated.
A small number of finds were recovered including pottery,
animal bone, pumice and struck stone. A comprehensive
environmental sampling strategy was implemented, including
sampling to establish an age model for the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Website: http://scharp.co.uk/
projects/
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic Scotland and Crown Estate

Orphir
Norse Mill
Watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Samuel Voke – ORCA
HY 33470 04487 A watching brief was undertaken on 17 July
2012 during the excavation of a line of fence postholes and
a shallow trench on the scheduled monument of the Norse
horizontal mill, Orphir. The base layers of the postholes
contained possible archaeological material. However, due
to the limited size of the postholes, it was not possible to
determine the nature or character of the deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scapa Flow Partnership Scheme

Smoogro, Orphir
Walkover survey and watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Christopher Gee – ORCA
HY 36012 06540 A walkover survey was undertaken on 16
January 2013 along the route of a water pipe replacement
scheme at Smoogro. The following previously unrecorded sites
were located: a 19th-century bridge; a stone-built structure; a
mound; WW2 concrete structures; earthworks; a culvert and
a dyke. A watching brief undertaken during the excavation of
five test pits recorded no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Scottish Water

Rousay and Egilsay
The Knowe of Swandro
Evaluation
SJ Dockrill, JM Bond and R Maher – University of Bradford (SJD/
JMB) and Orkney College (RM)
HY 3753 2966 A team from the University of Bradford, Orkney
College (UHI), William Paterson University and City University
New York cleaned, recorded and sampled the site at Swandro,
16 June – 26 July 2014, as part of the Orkney Gateway to the
Atlantic Project. The project aims to investigate and record
coastal sites in Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre which are threatened
by rising sea levels and coastal erosion.
Work in 2014 focused on the beach where investigation of
set orthostatic stones just visible among the pebbles on the
beach indicated archaeological survival below the eroding site.
Investigation of these features has completely changed our
understanding of this enigmatic mound. Initial clearance of the
overlying beach material revealed the remains of an Iron Age
structure. This was confirmed by an AMS radiocarbon date
of 25BC-AD130 at 95% confidence for carbonized barley from
a midden which sealed flagging in one of the compartments.
Work in 2012 enabled the nature of the erosion to be more
fully understood, indicating significant archaeological survival

and potential. The sea had created terraces or steps within
the archaeological mound, with each of these eroded scars
being covered by redeposited beach material. In 2012 on the
NW side of the cleared archaeological surface the remains
of a substantial outer wall forming the arc of a large circular
building seemed to be the continuation of a crescent shaped
ridge at the top of the mound. It was thought at first that this
was the outer wall of a large roundhouse of broch proportions.
However, the presence of a series of stepped concentric outer
wall-faces with a mixed midden and rubble core suggests that
the core of the mound is a Neolithic chambered cairn.
Work in 2013 concentrated on the continuation of the site
SE of the mound. Investigation demonstrated that a Pictish
phase, indicated by cellular structures contained within the
infilled remains of more substantial Iron Age structures,
show a continuation of the site on the foreshore and under
the boulder beach. The truncated remains of the ‘Norse Hall’
of Westness, previously excavated by Kaland (1993), clearly
overlies the Late Iron Age settlement.
Excavation of the centre of the Swandro mound continued
in 2014 and this now clearly indicates that the mound forming
the Neolithic chambered cairn had been partially robbed in
the Iron Age and infilled with Late Iron Age (Pictish) midden.
On the seaward area of the beach under the mound, the
truncated building (Structure 1) was further investigated
and midden was found to continue seaward, but was clearly
affected by the tidal action.
Work was concentrated on the excavation of the later Iron
Age (Pictish) elements of the site. Here buildings were found
to be nested in larger structures which had been truncated by
the sea. The truncations were cleaned as sections, sampled
and recorded. The excavation of one of these later truncated
buildings (Structure 2) saw the sampling of floor surfaces
down to the primary flag floor. The continued excavation and
sampling of the infill of a third building (Structure 3), close to
the Westness houses, but partly within the eroding beach area,
confirmed its form as a Pictish style multi-cellular building and
revealed the presence of slag and crucible material suggesting
copper alloy working in the deliberately deposited infill.
One of the larger structures into which the later structures
are nested became clearer during this season’s excavation,
with a substantial wall in the erosion section and a series of
paved surfaces butting the wall on the outside face of the
curve. A feature consisting of a set of paving slabs which had
cracked and tipped downwards appears to be related to this
structure. When the flags were removed what appears to be a
well was revealed, with dry stone walls, a flagged area around
the top and a set of steps inside. When some of the rubble was
removed it was found that the well was still active, refilling to
the base of the steps with spring water.
Archive and report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS. Digital records: ADS
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, University of Bradford, Orkney
College, City University of New York and William Patterson
University

Shapinsay
Ward Hill
Evaluation
Nick Card and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 50810 17378 An evaluation was carried out on 11 June 2014
in advance of the construction of a house and associated mast.
The evaluation involved the monitoring of four machine dug
trenches located over the footprint of the development. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: E Lamond
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South Ronaldsay
Cauldhame
Watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Linda Somerville – ORCA
ND 46351 91722, ND 46366 91703, ND 46455 91615, ND 46565
91507, ND 46655 91415, ND 46785 91290, ND 46920 91155,
ND 46942 91131, ND 46855 91043, ND 45133 92237, ND 45087
92215, ND 45059 92202, ND 45037 92197, ND 44911 92274,
ND 44798 92342 and ND 44781 92353 A watching brief was
undertaken, 14–22 May 2013, as part of the Scottish water pipe
replacement and improvement scheme. A total of 16 small
trenches were opened along the route in NE South Ronaldsay.
Trenches 1–9 were located between Eastside and Kirkhouse
Point, and trenches 10–16 to the W of Quoyhorsetter Farm. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Historic Scotland, ORCA, Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

The Cairns
Geophysical survey
Thomas Desalle – ORCA Geophysics

of a former field boundary (7), 100m S of The Cairns, is seen
running parallel to the actual field system.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Orkney Island Council and Orkney Archaeological
Society

St Andrews and Deerness
Copinsay
Field visit
Jill Harden – The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
HY 60670 00840 Hide (post-medieval), HY 6075 0098 Naust
(post-medieval) and HY 608 014 Farmhouse/farmstead (postmedieval) A walkover survey on the 18 June 2014 along the
western coastal edge of Copinsay resulted in the recording of
three hides of dry stone construction, used when shooting
waterfowl, and two partly revetted boat nausts that also
made use of the natural indented line of the low cliffs. The
opportunity was also taken to note the roofed two-storey
farmhouse and large barn built in the 1890s, and the smaller
roofless farm buildings that they replaced, consisting of two
parallel single-storey ranges, as well as a building down by
the sea.
Funder: RSPB

Gradiometer survey of The Cairns (-4 to +4nT)
ND 4542 8688 A 5.3ha fluxgate gradiometry survey centred
on The Cairns was carried out, 6–8 May 2014. Excavations at
this massive Atlantic roundhouse have been running since
2006, and this survey aimed to place the monument in a
wider context. The results have highlighted the presence of
numerous features of archaeological interest.
Although the NE limb (1) of a ditch surrounding The
Cairns is clearly visible, no clear indication of an expected
continuation to the SE side of the monument was found.
Instead an area of strong and complex magnetic anomalies (2)
indicative of enhanced soils related to domestic activity was
seen to spread 25m S to the front of the monument. Within
this area, a peculiar linear feature (3) running SE–NW can be
seen leading toward The Cairns.
On a rise 50m to the NE of The Cairns the survey shows a
well defined area (4), 20 x 30m, where the very strong magnetic
variations are indicative of domestic/settlement activities.
Recent test pits excavated during student fieldwork conducted
by UHI have discovered evidence of Neolithic occupation in
this area.
Two localised clusters of strong magnetic anomalies (5) and
(6) are located 100m and 125m to the SE of The Cairns. It is not
possible to relate these possible features to the roundhouse.
More recent features are also visible; ridge and furrow can be
seen spreading across the whole survey area and the remains
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Newark Bay
Survey and excavation
Nick Card, Rosalind Aitken and Dave Reay – ORCA
HY 57625 04065 A coastal section recording and rescue
excavation of human remains was undertaken, 20 January
– 7 February 2014, at Newark Bay. The works were divided
into two areas. An excavation of the vulnerable inhumations
eroding out of the cliff section, including the recording and
surveying of the section in the vicinity of the burial. The
recording and photographic surveying of a 40m length of
coastline at Newark Bay (centred on HY 57420 04180). The
extent of coastal erosion since 2000, based on the loss of the
structural remains on site, was estimated at 1–1.5m.
A Bronze Age vessel, cremation and midden enhanced
soil were recorded along the coastline section. One isolated
burial was recorded within the sand dunes and is thought
to be post-medieval in date. Structural remains of the
medieval chapel as well as buildings that comprised part
of the southern range of the post-medieval ‘New Work’
building and one wall of an even earlier range of buildings
were recorded. Thirteen in situ burials, contemporary with
the chapel were recorded. A separate inhumation was also
identified within the sand dunes on the site, thought to be
post-medieval in date.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stenness
Cumminess Wood/Bay of Ireland
Excavation, palaeoenvironmental investigation and dating
Scott Timpany – ORCA Marine
HY 28180 10465 A substantial oak timber 3.47m long and
between 0.34–0.17m wide, with a D-shape profile was
discovered stratified within intertidal peats in the Bay of
Ireland, which also contain submerged forest remains.
Examination of the plank suggests it is a radially-split timber,
which tapers at its N end. A radiocarbon date of 4488–4356 cal
BC (GU-32174) from the top of the peat deposit containing the
timber indicates it is of Late Mesolithic to Early Neolithic date.
The discovery of an oak timber on Orkney is extremely
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important as, to date, there have been no finds of waterlogged
timbers from this period, let alone of this size. The presence
of an oak timber has implications for the materials that would
have been available to construct Neolithic timber buildings,
such as those at Wyre and Smirquoy. The finding also adds
credence to the true woodland hypothesis on Orkney, which
has been put forward by palynologists such as Jane Bunting
and Michelle Farrell, suggesting that stands of oak and other
larger trees (eg elm and ash) grew on Orkney during the
prehistoric period.
An excavation of the plank commenced on the 12 June
2014. The work aimed to investigate the plank for any
possible tool marks and signs of working. A sample was
also taken for dendrochronological analysis, undertaken
by Anne Crone at AOC. On inspection there was no clear
sign of tool marks; however, the timber had been affected
by tidal scouring and erosion and this may have masked any
evidence. The dendrochronological sample was unable to be
dated due to the small number of oak timbers from this date
across Scotland. A wiggle-match date will now be sought for
the timber, while some pollen work (by the author) from the
peats is ongoing.
Wood identifications and waterlogged plant remains
analysis (the latter by Michael Sharpe) has revealed that the
timber was originally deposited in a willow carr environment
with a ground flora dominated by sedges. The initial pollen
work together with the plant remains analysis has also
revealed evidence of burning of the wetland during the Late
Mesolithic.
Archive: Orkney Museum
Funder: Historic Scotland

Excavation of the oak timber, Bay of Ireland
Ireland Road, Stenness
Watching brief
Nick Card and Linda Somerville – ORCA
HY 30478 11480, HY 30348 11327, HY 30010 11167 and
HY 29906 11093 A watching brief was undertaken, 26 June
– 17 July 2014, on land adjacent to Ireland Road during the
installation of a new waterpipe between the SW of Stenness
Village to Lower Neggheads. The monitored works ran from
HY 30478 11480, close to the outskirts of Stenness Village on
a NE–SW alignment to HY 30348 11327 at the SW boundary of
the curtilage of Stennegeo. Work in the field opposite Stronvarr
at HY 30010 11167 ran NE–SW and then N–S across the road
from Langbigging into a field at HY 29906 11093. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

Ness of Brodgar
Excavation
Nick Card – ORCA and Archaeology Institute UHI
HY 303 129 Further investigation of the Neolithic complex on
the Ness of Brodgar was undertaken, 14 July – 22 August 2014.
The main structures were further investigated to clarify their
relationships and the individual biographies of each building.
Micromorphic sampling of both floors and middens again
complemented other sampling strategies.
Excavation of the complex occupation-derived deposits
within the later phase of Structure 1 continued. Irregular
cuts were exposed which appear to have held upright stones,
suggesting that internal furniture was removed prior to the
latter phase of use/remodelling (similar to Structure 14). Very
thin interleaving occupation-derived lenses were excavated
around the hearth and to the W of the eastern central pier.
These were heavily worn and compacted, and sealed a clay
floor layer (unexcavated). Excavation in the NE alcove revealed
a similar clay floor and cache of stone tools in a niche. A cut for
the hearth of the main secondary phase was exposed which
truncated earlier occupation horizons, suggesting the hearth
had been realigned or recut. A large sub-oval pit was excavated
to the NE of the hearth. It contained a single fill, with a stone
tool placed at the E end, suggesting rapid infilling.
In Structure 8 work concentrated on the S half of the building
to bring it into phase with the exposed N half. The remaining
midden infill and collapsed stone roofing slates were removed
and floor deposits exposed. Potentially, three new hearths
were revealed mirroring the hearth arrangement in the N half.
Several polished stone items were recovered from the floor
surface including a macehead, spatulas, and a ‘pillow stone’
from a small cist-like feature adjacent to one of the hearths.
Work within Structure 10 concentrated on the internal
floor deposits relating to its secondary major phase and the
removal of the last of the fill of the internal wall robbing. This
revealed several drains under the walls, and also a very large
entrance threshold slab, c1.5 x 0.7m in the E wall that defined
the entrance that had been deliberately blocked. Outwith
Structure 10 another sondage was excavated through the
massive animal bone deposit that surrounds the building and
recorded in 3-D. Initial analysis of the results would suggest a
similar sequence of structured deposition.
Detailed recording of Structure 11 to the SE of Structure 1
was undertaken, including elevation drawings of walls.
Ephemeral occupation-derived deposits were exposed and
partly excavated in the N part of the internal area. These were
found to surround a small square central hearth defined by
upright stones, which remains unexcavated. Externally, wall
faces were fully exposed following the removal of section
baulks and were shown to have undergone a series rebuilds
and shoring due to collapse.
Excavation in the interior of Structure 12 with the removal
of more secondary occupation material revealed more of
its complex history. In its primary form this structure had
potentially three entrances: one in the NW corner, one in the
S end wall and a third adjacent to the central pier in its E wall.
This latter entrance was flanked externally by two standing
stones. At the end of this phase, due to subsidence and partial
collapse (at least three earlier buildings have been identified
under Structure 12), much of the internal wall face was
dismantled and then rebuilt. Although this rebuild followed
the original plan, it was undertaken with less care and attention
to detail with pecked dressed stone-faced inwards and piers
rebuilt slightly off alignment. A new entrance was punched
through the N wall with an external porch/annexe, while the
NW and S entrances were blocked.
Excavations in Structure 14 focused on removing a complex
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Interior of Structure 1 (Phase 2 remodelling), Ness of Brodgar (see page 151–3)
sequence of floor and occupation deposits. Two main phases
are apparent. In the earliest phase the building is divided into
two halves. The E half contains many orthostats which form
room divisions and possible benches around the hearth, while
the W half is more open with orthostat divisions only in the
recesses. In the second phase, the majority of the orthostats
were removed and floors of orange/yellow glacial clay and
grit were relain on several occasions. These floor deposits
are particularly thick around the hearths and it apparent that
trample was most intense around the E hearth. The position of
the orthostats and a small number of pits and postholes can be
paralleled in Structure 2 at Barnhouse.
In addition, a small 1 x 1m sondage was excavated to
natural clay where the N wall of Structure 14 had been entirely
truncated by a late-phase pit. This revealed that archaeological
deposits in this area of the site are 1.3m deep and 0.7m of
deposits exist below the foundations of Structure 14. The
stratigraphy in the sondage comprise three main units: a series
of occupation deposits c0.2m deep that directly overlie natural
clay, which yielded round-bottomed pottery vessels and one
possibly carinated sherd that probably dates from the Early
Neolithic; a N–S wall probably relating to an early building
that had been extensively robbed; and, a series of midden
deposits. The latter were truncated by the construction of
Structure 14. Ltd excavation was undertaken within Structure
19 to the E of Structure 1. A possible oven in the N part of
the structure was fully removed. The hearth and floor levels
remain unexcavated.
The N corner of Structure 21 to the W of Structure 1 was
fully exposed. The external walls continue into the trench
baulk to the W and within the sondage to the S. On the N
side, the external and internal wall faces survive, including
a pier, and display the same high quality of masonry found
in other buildings. To the E, the building has been robbed of
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stone down to foundation level. Occupation-derived deposits
and patches of clay floor were exposed internally, but remain
unexcavated.
Structure 25 was revealed following the removal of the
sequence of ashy midden layers and section baulks to the S
of Structure 1. The lower courses of various stone walls that
make-up Structure 25 may not have formed a roofed building,
but appear to have focused movement through a passage
between parallel walls to a large upright standing stone
which aligns directly upon the S entrance of Structure 1. The
structure appears not to contain a hearth or occupation-derived
deposits. When extant, the walls would have formed a series
of passageways adjacent to Structures 1 and 11. Structure 25
was subsequently reduced to foundation level and sealed by a
deep series of ashy midden layers and soil horizon that extend
into the Central Midden Area (CMA).
The CMA between Structures 8, 11 and 12 was further
investigated utilising 1m square ‘chequer board’ excavation.
This confirmed several phases of midden deposition, with the
lower ones separated by rubble deposits with ephemeral wall
lines representing the remains of temporary structures during
the deposition sequence.
Trench T, near the southern tip of the Ness, was extended
with the objective of further defining the character and date of
the construction of the mound. Due to the complexity of the
midden deposits that form the midden mound, these deposits
were excavated in a series of 1m squares in a chequerboard
pattern.
Within the eastern trench extension the extensive rubble
was shown to continue and to be roughly concentric on the
centre of the mound. The northern extent of the rubble was
found to be bounded by a new wall. To the N of the wall were
two E–W linear cuts, dug into a midden deposit that makes up
part of the upper slope of the mound. One linear contained
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a human molar, premolar and toe bone, along with several
Iron Age pot sherds. These features cut into and clearly postdate the main phase of accumulation of the midden mound.
Moreover, they are of similar character and can all be assigned
to the same broad phase of mound remodelling probably in
the Iron Age.
The new wall suggested that two parallel foundation cuts
were dug, a depth of midden of at least 0.5m between the two
foundation cuts was stripped away, and then two revetment
walls were constructed. At an unknown point after the
construction of these walls a series of rubble dumps were
laid between the two walls. The area between these two walls
sloped from N to S exaggerating the existing slope of the
mound and creating in effect a revetted ditch running around
the upper slope of the mound.
Augering and excavation of the main midden mound
revealed that it was at least 3m high. Large unabraded sherds
of Grooved Ware within the midden confirmed its Neolithic
date. The mound consisted of a series of individual midden
heaps with signs of variability in the material in each dump.
Towards the top of the mound a sequence of formal deposition
seems to have occurred involving the capping with clay of
previous midden deposits, the placing of a very large cattle
skull and numerous other animal bones, the dumping of a layer
of midden material and then the placing of pot sherds on the
top of this layer. Prior to the commencement of the deposition
of this monumental midden mound the area was stripped of
topsoil and several quarry (?) pits were dug. Into one of these
pits a large orthostat/standing stone was inserted.
More examples of Neolithic art and the use of pigments
were also discovered
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Talisman Sinopec, Ness of
Brodgar Trust, American Friends of the Ness of Brodgar, Orkney
College UHI, Orkney Archaeology Society and Currie Brothers

Tormiston Mill
Survey
Rosalind Aitken and Thomas Desalle – ORCA
HY 31931 12553 A walkover and geophysical survey were
undertaken, 14–23 October 2014, at Tormiston Mill in advance
of potential development. Magnetometry and earth resistance
survey were carried out in a pasture field to the E of the mill,
while walkover survey was carried out both in the field and in
an overgrown area to either side of Heddle Burn, adjacent to
the A965 road. A small area of GPR survey was conducted in
the Tormiston Mill car park
No extant features of archaeological significance were found
in the pasture field during the walkover survey. Features
recorded in the overgrown area are part of the mill complex,
which is post-medieval in date.
Both the magnetometer and earth resistance surveys
identified a small number of features of archaeological
interest. The magnetometer data showed an area of rig and
furrow cultivation across the W part of the survey area. A
small cluster of curvilinear anomalies amidst the rig and
furrow may also be archaeological in origin. In the earth
resistance results, an area of high resistance in the E area of
the field could be archaeological in nature, but a geological
origin is more likely. The GPR survey results appear to relate
to modern intrusions, such as culverts or large services. An
interface is visible in the data suggestive of made ground.
Some areas of disturbance visible in the data below this
made up ground may also be modern, but an archaeological
origin cannot be ruled out.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stromness
Nether Mousland
Survey
Daniel Lee, James Moore and Martin Carruthers – Archaeology
Institute, UHI
HY 22150 12700 (centred on) A walkover survey and
subsequent geophysical survey were undertaken, 3–4
March and 2–6 June 2014, in the Nether Mousland area
by MSc students from the Archaeology Institute. Nether
Mousland is a large deserted farmstead (HY21SW 26) with
an additional dwelling (HY21SW 27) and surrounding
sub-circular head dyke. This coastal basin landscape had
previously received little archaeological attention, apart
from the excavation of nearby Bronze Age barrow at
Mousland in 1990 (HY21SW 6).
Evidence for prehistoric activity, which was previously
unknown at Nether Mousland, consisted of a large mound
within an area of rig and furrow (Site 21) and a burnt mound
(Site 19). Site 21 consists of a substantial mound (14.3 x
8.6m) with upright stones protruding from the surface on
the W side. The corners of the mound are horned, and it
could be the remains of a substantial burial tomb. There is
a depression with loose stone to the W of the main mound.
A range of geophysical techniques were undertaken
focusing on this potential funerary monument (Site 21),
with gradiometer survey extending to cover the mound
and sheepfold to the NE (Site 10). Although the results are
complicated by later agricultural activity, the combination
of earth resistance, gradiometry and GPR suggests that the
sub-square mound (Site 21) represents at least two phases
of activity although a funerary function is difficult to
conclusively identify.
The strength and nature of gradiometer data to the NE
suggests that the mound (Site 10) that underlies the sheepfold
represents an earlier, more substantial site, probably
domestic in origin. It is possible that this has medieval or
perhaps prehistoric origins. This site is positioned centrally
within the original head dyke enclosure and could be related.
It is likely that there are other prehistoric sites in this area,
which has escaped modern agricultural improvements since
abandonment in the 1850s.
The burnt mound (Site 19) is located next to the Burn of Selta
and consists of an oval grass covered mound (12.4 x 7.7m) with
a hollow on the S side with protruding upright stones.
The Nether Mousland Farmstead (Site 1) is surrounded by
a head dyke (Sites 6, 16 and 23), which has been extended
on the NE and SE sides (Sites 5 and 17). An additional
small farmhouse and enclosure (Site 15) is situated outside
the northern head dyke (Site 23) and a possible farmstead
is situated to the E (Site 18) within a later phase of head
dyke enclosure (Site 17). The farmsteads are located on the
periphery or outside of the original head dyke and could
be a later phase of inhabitation (post-medieval?). The dyke
contains other field boundaries (Sites 7 and 9) and areas of
well defined rig and furrow (Sites 11 and 25). The head dyke
appends the larger Mousland Farm dyke to the E, an area
which is still cultivated.
A large concrete dam across the Burn of Selta, outbuildings
(pump house?) and pipeline (Sites 12 and 13) were used
during WW2 for a water supply. The scheme failed and was
soon abandoned. A substantial mound (Site 14, HY21SW 29)
by the Burn of Mousland with numerous circular pits cut
into the side was assessed. The mound was found to overlay
peat deposits that are visible in the burn cutting and is likely
to be modern. It may be associated with works for the WW2
dam (Site 13).
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The walkover survey recorded 25 sites (No. 8 is void,
coordinates are centre points):
HY 22066 12622 (Site 21) Prehistoric mound
HY 22316 12704 (Site 19) Burnt mound
HY 22206 12588 (Sites 1, 2 and 3 – HY21SW 26), HY 22100
12869 (Site 15 – HY21SW 27) and HY 22230 12826 (Site 18)
HY 22125 12670 (Site 10 – HY21SW 26) Sheepfold and mound
HY 22071 12534 (Site 6), HY 22276 12771 (Site 16) and HY
22011 12852 (Site 23) Early phase head dyke. HY 22234 12478
(Site 5) and HY 22284 12845 (Site 17) Later phases of head dyke
HY 22099 12565 (Site 7), HY 22099 12587 (Site 9) and HY
21966 12534 (Site 20) Field boundaries plus HY 22063 12791
(Site 22) stone strainer post
HY 22313 12542 (Site 4), HY 22101 12646 (Site 11) and HY
22250 12742 (Site 25) Rig and furrow
HY 22369 12615 (Site 24 – HY21SW 28) Planticrues
HY 22265 12694 (Sites 12 and 13) and HY 22482 12740 (Site
14 – HY21SW 29) WW2 dam and outbuilding

Archive: Archaeology Institute UHI (currently) and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: Archaeology Institute, University of the Highlands
and Islands

Westray
Hooan, Westray
Evaluation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HY 4366 4313 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken in
February 2014 in advance of proposed development. The site
consists of a series of ruinous 19th- to early 20th-century croft
buildings and surrounding garden ground. The buildings
occupy a mound of unknown origin in which shelly midden

Structure 6, scheduled area Links of Noltland
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was exposed. The investigation determined that the knoll was
natural in origin. Traces of dry stone walling was uncovered
below ground level in one trench; this extended beneath the
standing buildings and may relate to an earlier phase of the
croft.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dr KH Erath

Links of Noltland
Excavation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HY 428 493 A programme of rescue excavation was undertaken,
February – March 2014, within a rapidly deflating area inland
of the Links of Noltland. The focus of attention was a group of
dry stone buildings, exposed by erosion, together with a sample
of their surrounding landscape. Work identified a complex
structural sequence of rebuilding and replacement, representing
at least six buildings, consisting of houses and outbuildings. The
remains date to the mid-second millennium BC. Investigations
of the wider landscape identified cultivation remains, enriched
soils and domestic middens. The buildings are generally well
preserved, with walls standing up to 1m high. This settlement,
together with two further settlement clusters located nearby and
their associated cemeteries represent the most complete Bronze
Age landscape yet to be investigated in Orkney.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Links of Noltland
Watching brief, evaluation and excavation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HY 428 493 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken at the Links of Noltland, March – October 2014.

PERTH AND KINROSS

The work included monitoring and assessment in advance of
fencing works and grass planting, together with an extended
season of excavation.
The watching brief led to the identification of cultivation
remains and enriched soils, while the evaluation in advance
of grass planting uncovered the hitherto unsuspected remains
of human burials and a semi-subterranean structure of
prehistoric date.
Work during the main excavation season focused on Area 5,
an extensive enclosed Neolithic settlement and its surrounding
hinterland. First discovered in 2007, when it became exposed
as the result of sand erosion, these remains represent the most
extensive of three settlements of this date yet uncovered at
Links of Noltland. It consists of a series of at least seven well
preserved dry stone buildings arranged in close proximity
within a finely built stone-walled enclosure, linked by paved
passageways and surrounded by extensive and extremely rich
midden deposits. Work in 2014 saw the excavation of four
structures, together with the excavation of external areas,
including domestic ‘door dumps’, industrial features, butchery
middens and stockades. A large assemblage of Neolithic
artefacts was recovered, including several polished stone axes
and a range of worked bone objects. A human burial was also
uncovered.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

PERTH AND KINROSS
Abernethy
Carpow Roman fort
Evaluations and watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 207 177 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken in
advance of development at Mains of Carpow, Newburgh. The
steading of Mains of Carpow is surrounded by a SAM (2275)
relating to the Roman legionary fortress of Carpow, but is
itself not scheduled. The work took place in two phases, 14–15
March 2011 and 28–29 April 2011. A total of 8% of the 4600m²
area was evaluated with nine trenches varying in length from
16–34m. An extra area measuring 6 x 10.5m (Trench 10) was
evaluated to further assess what mitigation measures might
be required for a new build. Significant finds were major ditch
features and a possible beam slot, all of which are believed to
relate to the Roman occupation.
A further evaluation, 12–13 September 2013, consisted of
the machine excavation of six trial pits, with the subsequent
monitoring of the excavation for a water pipeline trench on 30
September 2013. The laying of the pipeline required scheduled
monument consent as it was located on the site of Carpow
Roman fort. The pipeline was laid within the ploughsoil to
avoid disturbing underlying deposits.
The pipeline trench extended from the wellhead, located
at NO 2069 1793, in a SE direction, beside a field boundary
fence line to NO 20816 17727 and then NE along a fence
line in a NW direction to NO 20886 17764 at the NW corner
of Carpow Steading, a total of 360m. Five test pits, evenly
spaced, were excavated along the NW–SE aligned fence line
and one along the much shorter NE–SW fence line. Three of
the test pits measured 3 x 1m and three measured 1 x 1m.
In 1968 a N–S aligned trial trench, 62.5m in length, was
excavated alongside the N end of the field boundary fence
and investigated the E side of the principia or headquarters
building. The trench crossed the principia and allowed the
outer walls and interior of the building to be examined. It also

intercepted a N–S aligned modern field drain. The modern
field drain was found again during this investigation. It was
noted in 1968 that the field drain had removed most of the
archaeological deposits along its course.
The trial pits established that the ploughsoil had a depth
of 0.30–0.35m. As in a trial trench of 1968 a modern field
drain with a fill of gravel and whin fragments was found
running alongside the NW–SE fence line. No other significant
archaeological deposits or features were recorded. The
watching brief found further evidence of the whin fragments
within the field drain and some small field boulders, two of
which had mortar attached and may have come from the
principia building, but no significant archaeological features
were revealed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr F Edgley

Alyth
Drumderg
Field visit
George Currie
NO 18488 55054 Seven metres SW of a hut circle and 90m
SE of a wind turbine, a rock shelf measuring 1.4 x 0.5 x 0.4m
bears five shallow cup marks.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Glenisla Golf Course, Pitcrocknie
Excavation
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 25490 48909 (centred on) An excavation was undertaken,
28 April – 2 May 2014, on the site of phase 1 of a proposed
housing development at Glenisla Golf Course. A prior
evaluation of the area had discovered fragments of prehistoric
pottery, presumed to be from a funerary urn used to inter a
cremation, elements of which appeared to have survived.
Three sherds of very coarse earthenware were recovered
for safe storage. The remainder of the context was reburied
following the evaluation to allow preservation in situ until a
full excavation could be mounted.
A 400m2 area was excavated around the position of the
urn. The vessel deposit was successfully re-excavated, but
could not be definitely identified as a cremation. Quantities
of worked quartz and heat-cracked stone were recovered,
along with additional small pot sherds. From a neighbouring
context, a larger sherd, possibly a rim, was recovered
and presumed to be from the same vessel. A quantity
of roundwood charcoal and 43 fragments of carbonised
hazelnut shells were extracted by sieving the fill of the
deposit. A calibrated radiocarbon date of 3628–3531calBC
(95.4% probability) was obtained on a hazelnut sample
submitted to the SUERC laboratory. A nearby hearth feature
was also found to contain worked quartz, a small pot sherd
and a quantity of charcoal and carbonised hazelnut shells.
A date of 3634calBC (95.4% probability) was obtained from
a sample of the latter. The excavated area was situated 80m
NW of the Pitcrocknie Stone, a standing stone of presumed
Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Deveron Glenisla LLP

Green Burn Wind Farm, Bridge of Cally
Watching brief
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NO 16012 55871 A watching brief was undertaken, 11–12
August 2014, during the excavation of ten trenches associated
with the construction of a meteorological mast. No finds or
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features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: ABO Wind UK Ltd

Auchterarder
Castle Mains, Auchterarder
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 9426 1337 – NN 9444 1340 A narrow cable trench was
excavated, 18–21 March 2014, through fields around the
N side of Castle Mains. Special attention was paid to the
possibility of finding remains dating to the occupation of
the medieval castle and the ditch feature. The watching brief
recorded some large quarried angular stones, a group of
small field boulders, which may have formed a wall, and the
foundation remains of a 19th-century agricultural building.
An area of soft fill was encountered, which could have
possibly been the infilling of a ditch or moat feature and
which contained some modern bones from a farm horse.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: SSE

Coul Lodge, Auchterarder
Evaluation
John Gooder – ACCESS Archaeological Condition Services
NN 96100 12770 An evaluation was undertaken, 4–6 July
2014, in advance of a residential development in a field 150m
SW of Coul Lodge. A total of 14 machine-dug trenches were
excavated, covering 10% of the 0.5ha development area,
but no finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr M Haggart

Coulshill: SERF
Walkover survey
Chris Dalglish and Michael Given – University of Glasgow

Hillend farmstead being recorded, with cattle tracks in the
foreground running past it (Copyright Michael Given)
NN 98025 09025 As part of the SERF project two walkover
survey sessions were carried out, 31 March – 2 April and
23–26 June 2014, over a wide area surrounding Coulshill.
The aims of the two brief seasons were to: (1) ground truth
transcriptions of aerial photographs (carried out by Cathy
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MacIver); (2) carry out walkover survey in areas where there
was nothing marked on the transcription; (3) carry out more
detailed recording of specific complexes.
These combined methods demonstrated a well preserved
18th-century landscape consisting of three two room
farmsteads, associated complexes of turf enclosures and
head dykes, and routes through these enclosures for the
seasonal droving of cattle to and from upland summer
pastures on the Common of Dunning. These are:
NN 98050 10400 Hillend Rectangular two room stone
building c13.6 x 5.6 m. Marked on Stobie’s 1783 map of
Perthshire, but not on the OS 1st Edition map. System of
c14 turf enclosures and head dyke, with clear route of cattle
droving tracks passing the farmstead and through a gap in
the enclosures.
NN 98025 09025 (NN90NE 5) Coulshill South Described
previously as a prehistoric hut circle and enclosure. Subrectangular two room building, c15 x 5m, with sub-circular
enclosure c10–12 m in diameter on its SE end. The site is not
shown on the 1st Edition OS map or on Stobie’s map of 1783.
Linked into field system with turf enclosure walls on slopes
above it.
NN 98810 08500 Coul Burn Two-room structure with
associated head dyke, enclosures and rig and furrow.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Upper Borland
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 93669 12970 A watching brief was undertaken on 25
November 2013 during the excavation of a trench for a
new pole on an overhead power line within the limits of a
prehistoric enclosure at Upper Borland. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive and report: PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE

Blair Atholl
Glen Bruar
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Jennifer Robertson
NN 82830 76800 – NN 80227 65250 A desk-based
assessment and walkover survey were undertaken, April
2011 – November 2013, in advance of the construction of
a hydro-electric scheme. A total of 44 sites, consisting of
122 individual monuments were recorded, including 5
settlements, identified with help from the historical research
of John Kerr.
NN 82398 72617 (centred on) (1) Auldchlais settlement,
previously recorded as Glen Bruar buildings (NN87SW 3),
consists of three rectangular buildings of coursed stone
masonry and five subsidiary structures. 17th–18th century
NN 82173 73034 (2) Allt a’ Chaise shieling hut or possibly
an illicit still. (NN87SW 6)
NN 83125 76105 – NN 80538 65913 (3) Track along Glen
Bruar
NN 82940 73245 (4) Wall
NN 83470 73670 – NN 82885 76910 (5) Path
NN 83480 73680 (6) House, built in 1881 and still in use
NN 83657 73900 (centred on) (7) Allt Sheicheachan
shieling settlement consisting of four heather-covered
structures dug into the river terrace. (NN87SW 7) Recorded
in 17th and 18th centuries as Altaihathen and Aldfeckan
NN 83393 73727 (8) Shepherds’ cairn
NN 83286 75020 – NN 82768 74029 (9) Wall along E bank
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of Bruar Water
NN 82765 73593 (10) Minister’s march stone
NN 83411 74969 (centred on) (11) Allt nan Dearcag
shieling settlement consisting of 14 grass- and heathercovered structures of earth and stone. Recorded in the 17th
and 18th centuries as Alltanderkark and Aldanaderick.
NN83100 75689 (12) Peat cuttings
NN83080 75940 (13) Shooting target
NN 83210 76180 (14) Bruar Lodge, built 1789 and still in
use
NN 82964 76136 – NN 83012 76114 (15) Drain and possible
water supply
NN 83116 76103 (16) House platform
NN 83099 76229 (17) House
NN 83000 76400 (centred on) (18) Ruidh Dorcha More
shieling settlement, consisting of 11 small rudimentary
grass-covered earth and stone structures. Recorded in 1699
as Riedorrachmore. 17th–19th century.
NN 82025 76388 (19) Sheepfold, built atop the shieling
settlement at NN 83000 76400.
NN 82830 76800 (20) Dam, constructed in 1912.
NN 80574 65451 (21) Struan pre-improvement settlement,
consisting of grass-covered remains of seven earth and stone
structures, four enclosures, four walls or earthen banks and
six grass-covered mounds. (NN86NW 12)
NN 80599 66111 – NN 80414 66149 (22) Military road,
constructed between 1727 and 1730
NN 80390 66138 – NN 80602 66092 (23) Enclosure
NN 80597 66097 – NN 80494 66111 – NN 80535 66004 (24)
Enclosure
NN 80542 66068 (25) Turf house
NN 80542 66056 (26) Platform
NN 80461 66063 – NN 80507 66020 (27) Drain
NN 80474 66108 (28) Hollow
NN 80607 66098 – NN 80937 66054 (29) Wall
NN 80608 66153 – NN 80918 66200 (30) Track
NN 80185 67266 (31) Borrow pit, for track
NN 80249 67603 (32) Deer leap (modern)
NN 80141 68329 – NN 80147 68288 (33) Borrow pit and
revetment wall
NN 80175 68548 (34) Track
NN 80570 68747 (35) Deer leap (modern)
NN 81032 69845 – NN 81015 69762 (36) Borrow pit
NN 81632 71236 (centred on) (37) Cuilltemhuc farmstead,
comprising one roofed house, the remains of four other
stone structures, three enclosures and one large field. 17th–
20th century
NN 81597 71329 (38) Track and borrow pits
NN 82138 72441 (39) Old fence
NN 80369 65254 (40) Field wall
NN 80369 65230 (41) Field wall
NN 80875 65738 (42) Railway viaduct
NN 80514 65864 (43) Wall
NN 80538 65861 (44) Wall

Blair Atholl/Crieff/Dull/Fowlis Wester/Muthill
Beauly to Denny Overhead Line
Evaluation and excavation
Steven Black, Alastair Becket, Aoife Gould, Jem Heinemeier,
Andrew Gallacher and Peta Glew – Northlight Heritage
NN 8821 3722 (4024161), NN 8937, 3540 (4026161), NN 7205
6436 (4029161) Twelve locations (N–S) (4030161) NN 8863
2200, NN 8821 2116, NN 8802 2076, NN 8757 1983, NN 8736
1942, NN 8721 1862, NN 8753 1781, NN 8772 1734, NN 8664
1542, NN 8630 1518, NN 8560 1468, NN 8465 1436 (4035161)
and NN 6470 7338 – NN 6974 7174 (4035161) A programme

of archaeological work was undertaken, 1 September 2012
– 30 November 2013, along the route of a 400kV overhead
electricity line.
Wester Kinloch (4024161) An evaluation and subsequent
excavation was undertaken at Glen Quaich, near Amulree,
on the line of a proposed access track spur for tower base
TD77. The work was conducted between 3 September and
9 November 2012 with an additional phase between 9 and
14 May 2013. The remains of a dry stone walled structure,
dug partially into the hillside, were recorded. The structure
appeared to retain water in its interior where a small spring
was located. A number of unusual water-worn stones were
found and suggest possible correlations between this site
and the stones at Tigh nam Bodach, Glen Lyon (NN34SE 1).
Corrymuckloch (4026161) An evaluation, metal detector
survey and subsequent watching brief were undertaken,
11 March – 5 April 2013, at Corrymuckloch, near Amulree,
ahead of the construction of electrical towers (TD82 and
TD83) and associated access tracks (67 and 68). A group
of negative-cut features, including pits and ditches, were
uncovered within three evaluation trenches to the SE of
Tower TD82. Evaluation trenches were opened across the
line of General Wade’s Military Road and showed that, in
this location, the road was composed of a relatively thin
spread of pebbles and small cobbles, 4– 5m in width. Due to
the sloping topography, a cutting had been made in which
this road surface had been laid.
Trinafour (4029161) An evaluation and subsequent
watching brief were undertaken, 14–20 November 2012,
at Trinafour, near Pitlochry, on an area to be used as a
tower construction compound (FT 204). A series of 13 trial
trenches were opened across the area, four of which targeted
two known archaeological features. A small sub-rectangular
structure of indeterminate date was evaluated and found
to be of turf-and-stone construction. No internal features
or floor surfaces were identified during the evaluation. A
small corner of another structure was also evaluated and
was found to be of much more substantial construction,
with large rounded stones making up the walls. Following
the evaluation trenches were backfilled and the structure
was marked out with fencing to ensure avoidance by
construction traffic.
Crieff and Muthill (4030161) An evaluation was
undertaken, 5–14 December 2012, on the sites of electrical
tower construction compounds TD119–145. Between 1 and 3
machine excavated trenches were opened in 12 compounds.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Drumochter Pass (4035161) A series of evaluations of
several sites was undertaken, 27 February – 10 April 2013,
in the Drumochter Pass ahead of the construction of access
tracks leading to tower compounds FT164 – FT181. A full
excavation was undertaken of the remains of a shieling,
which would be unavoidably impacted by the access track
construction, while a partial excavation was undertaken
on a small oval turf bank defined structure. The remaining
features evaluated (a section a Wade’s Road and a substantial
culvert relating to Wade’s Road) were preserved in situ.
Pittentian (4036161, 4039161 and 4040161) A programme
of additional excavation was undertaken, in April 2013 and
January–February 2014, to accommodate slight shifts in the
proposed construction area. This work identified a number
of additional features.
A programme of post-excavation analysis is to follow
which will incorporate all phases of work on the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy Ltd
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Loch Tummel: An oblique low altitude aerial photograph of the ringforts at Ceann na Coille, view facing NW (Copyright FCS by EM Photo)
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Blair Atholl/Dull
Loch Tummel
Aerial photography
Matt Ritchie and Ed Martin – Forestry Commission Scotland
NN 863 600, NN 844 600 and NN 807 585 A programme of
low altitude aerial photography was undertaken of several
ringforts around Loch Tummel in support of FCS monument
management and condition monitoring, and to support the
scheduling recommendation of the fort known as Ceann na
Coille. The ringforts of Queensview, Borenich East and Ceann
na Coille were included in the project. A further possible
ringfort at Ceann na Coille (at NN 8065 5835), noted by Matt
Ritchie (FCS) and Allan Kilpatrick (RCAHMS) in November
2012 and carefully clear felled in 2013, was included in the
photographic record.
Archive: RCAHMS and Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Blairgowrie
Netherton Church, Bridge of Cally
Standing building recording
Chris Fyles – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 14392 52172 (centred on) A survey was undertaken on 25
March 2014 of a recently decommissioned parish church at
Netherton in advance of a change in use and the creation of a
small office. A photographic and written record of the building
was produced.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr R Wilson

Caputh
Inchtuthil
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NO 12 40 A Romano-British enamelled umbonate disc brooch
with a hinged pin was found in the vicinity of Inchtuthil. It is of
Hull’s type 267C. Length 33mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 157/13), allocated to NMS

Cleish
Cleish Parish Church
Standing building recording and watching brief
Derek Hall
NT 09467 98111 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 8 February – 11 November 2013. A Level 1 survey
was carried out of the burial enclosure built against the NW
corner of the church. A full drawn and photographic record
was made of the elevations, grave memorials and date stone.
A watching brief was then carried out on all below ground
excavations associated with the construction of a new vestry and
disabled access ramp. A moderate assemblage of disarticulated
human bone was recovered from two of the vestry foundation
trenches and will be reburied in the new foundations of the
vestry. A linear cut feature recorded in the northern foundation
trench may represent an earlier graveyard boundary line.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kirk Session, Cleish Parish Church

Comrie
Allt na Fhionn
Field visit
George Currie

NN 68410 25776 The remains of a shieling were recorded 30m
SW of the Allt na Fhionn. It measures 4.7m E–W and 8.4m N–S.
The footings are 0.5m high and in places 0.8m wide. It has an
entrance on its N side.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Dun Caoch 6 and 7
Field visit
George Currie
NN 69768 25796 A prominent boulder, measuring 2.8 x 1.8 x
1.2m, located 150m E of the track for a hydro-electric scheme at
Dun Caoch, has a single cup mark and two possible cup marks
on its N section. NN 68735 25803 Another prominent boulder,
2.6 x 2.1 x 1.0m, located 110m from the track and 30m W of
Dun Caoch 6 bears four cup marks.
Dun Caoch 8 and 9
Field visit
George Currie
NN 68298 25739 A boulder, 2.9 x 1.0 x 1.0m, located 40m E of
the Allt na Fhionn, bears three cup marks. 170m of Dun Caoch
8 and 190m W of the track for a hydro-electric scheme a 1.5m
high boulder in the ditch of an un-named burn bears four large
cup marks.
Glen Tarken 2
Field visit
George Currie
NN 66964 25399 A boulder, measuring 0.9 x 0.5 x 0.3m, located
200m N of the cottage at Jerusalem and immediately N of a
gate, bears a line of six small cup marks.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Glen Tarken 3
Field visit
George Currie
NN 66965 25806 A rock, measuring 1.0 x 0.6 x 0.3m, located
610m N of the cottage at Jerusalem and 55m S of a E–W running
dyke, bears five cup marks, one of which has two rings and the
others a single ring.
Glen Tarken 4
Field visit
George Currie
NN 66965 25806 A prominent outcrop, measuring 4.0 x 1.4 x
0.9m, and located 650m N of the cottage at Jerusalem and 15m
S of an E–W running dyke, bears a single cup mark.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

St Fillans 2
Field visit
George Currie
NN 69865 24746 A stretch of bedrock located at 245m OD and
20m E of a N–S running dyke bears five cup marks, three of
which have a single ring.

Crieff
Broich Road, Crieff
Excavation
Tamlin Barton – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 86479 20944 A watching brief was undertaken, 23
March – 2 July 2014, during the construction of a new junior
school on land to the N of Broich Road. Close to the centre
of the site a Bronze Age cemetery was discovered defined
by large oval pits and postholes forming a circular enclosure
13–14m in diameter. The pits had been backfilled with
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

159

PERTH AND KINROSS

The low altitude aerial photographic survey of Caisteal Mac Tuathall (Copyright FCS by EM Photo) (see page 161)
scattered cremated remains along with large boulders and
rubble. In two of the pits this material had been mounded up
to form cairns suggesting that the enclosure was originally
a complete circle of cairns before it damaged by ploughing.
In between the oval pits were postholes and pits of varying
sizes which probably supported upright posts which further
defined the circle. Two of these posts were found to predate
the rubble cairn fill in one of the oval pits. Around and
inside the circle were two large pits, which had been filled
with burned material, five cists, three cremations without
pits, a pit containing a cremation urn and a cremation in a
small pit.

The largest cist inside the circle contained cremation
material but had been plough-damaged. Its capstone and
one of the side walls had been lost. Two further cists inside
the cemetery were small, but intact, containing cremated
human bone and one with an undamaged food vessel
and a flint blade. The most significant cist was found in
a large deep circular pit in the centre of the circle. This
contained cremated material and was sealed below a layer
of overlapping slabs and a large stone. The southernmost
cist was located outside the circle and lay in a pit below a fill
containing a small double perforated cup marked stone as
a grave marker. A food vessel containing cremated remains
was found inside the cist.
A number of other features of probable prehistoric date
were discovered on the site including several pits showing
evidence of burning and a group of four small pits.

Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Perth and Kinross Council

Tomaknock, Crieff
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NN 8770 2170 An evaluation was undertaken, 11–13 November
2014, in advance of a proposed development at Tomaknock
Farm. A total of 30 trenches of varying lengths and alignments
were excavated across 5% of the development area. Three
potentially related pit features were encountered on the slope
to the NE of the farmstead. Two of the pits were c25m from
a post-medieval quarry road and may relate to the use of the
area during this period. The third was further down the slope
in a partially waterlogged part of the site.
Cist with food vessel (Copyright CFA Archaeology Ltd)
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Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

PERTH AND KINROSS
Dull
Caisteal Mac Tuathall
Survey
Matt Ritchie – Forestry Commission Scotland
NN 7790 4764 A programme of archaeological measured
survey and terrain modelling, low altitude aerial photography
and artistic reconstruction combined to enhance the historic
environment record of this significant hillfort.
Archive: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Craig Hill 38
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81875 44012 A boulder, measuring 1.3 x 1.1 x 0.1m, located
210m W of the Urlar Burn, bears five cup marks and one cup
with a single ring.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Craig Hill 39
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81590 44694 A rock, measuring 1.2 x 0.6 x 0.2m, located
30m W of a N–S aligned dyke, bears five cup marks.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Craig Hill 40
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81343 45293 At a height of 182m OD and 190m W of a
dyke aligned N–S, a rock sloping to the W bears five small cup
marks at its highest point, the largest measuring 35 x 10mm,
with a further two cup marks lower down the rock.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Craig Hill 41
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81933 44167 An outcrop, measuring 1.7 x 0.9 x 0.5m,
located 90m E of the Urlar Hill Park track, bears two cup marks
at its highest point.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Falls of Camserney (FC4)
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81126 50094 On a terrace overlooking Camserney and
120m SW of the Falls of Camserney, a southward sloping rock
measuring 1.2 x 1.1 x 0.1m bears 19 cup marks.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Lurgan 17
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81655 50408 Two hundred metres W of NN85SW 73
and 8m SW of the gate in a dyke running N–S, a flat rock
measuring 1.4 x 0.9 x 0.2m bears 67 cup marks of varying size,
the smallest at 15 x 8mm are concentrated in the SE corner of
the rock.
Urlar 3
Field visit
George Currie
NN 83825 46766 A stretch of turf covered bedrock 270m NW
of the shepherd’s cottage at Urlar Farm and 70m E of a track
bears at least 39 cup marks. The surface is split by a fissure. To

The cup-marked rock, Lurgan 17
the W of the fissure are 16 cup marks, 7 of which have single
rings. The panel to the E bears at least 23 cup marks, 6 of which
bear single or partial rings. Three pairs of cups are enclosed by
occuli which also have an ‘eyebrow’ feature.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Urlar 4
Field visit
George Currie
NN 83852 46508 An exposed stretch of bedrock with a steeply
sloping rock to the SW, located 170m W of the shepherd’s
cottage at Urlar Farm, bears three cup marks on its top edge.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Urlar 5
Field visit
George Currie
NN 83614 46631 A shelf of rock at the NW of a knoll, located in
improved pasture 400m NW of the shepherd’s cottage at Urlar
Farm, bears two cup marks measuring 45 x 15mm and 50 x
15mm. Both cups have semi-circular arcs.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Urlar 6
Field visit
George Currie
NN 83632 46867 A boulder, measuring 0.7 x 0.6m, located
amongst field clearance 480m NW of the shepherd’s cottage at
Urlar Farm and 2m E of a track, bears seven cup marks. Six of
the cups are arranged in a 3 x 2 grid.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Wester Shian
Field visit
George Currie
NN 84114 40186 A relatively prominent westward sloping
boulder, measuring 2.3 x 1.0 x 0.6m, located 210m NW of
Wester Shian Farm and 9m E of a N–S running dyke, bears a
single cup mark.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Dunbarney
Moredun Top
Survey
Peter Morris and Tony Simpson – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 13569 19990 Magnetic and resistivity surveys were carried
out, 24 March – 15 April 2014, over the larger of the two hillforts
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on Moncreiffe Hill in advance of excavations planned by the
Tay Landscape Partnership. The fort has a main enclosure
c150 x 100m in size within which, at the highest part of the
hill, is a smaller oval, walled enclosure of c60 x 40m. Below
the main enclosure, to the N, lie terraces associated with the
fort. The survey covered most of the unforested section of the
main enclosure. The magnetic data probably mostly reflects
the local geology (the hill is composed of a series of lava flows)
but some unusually magnetic areas have been defined which
merit further investigation. The resistivity data shows the walls
of the inner enclosure very clearly as well as a number of small
round negative anomalies which might reflect the presence of
ancient structures within the main fort area or, alternatively,
more recent excavations.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tay Landscape Partnership

in profile with a flat bottomed (‘ankle-breaker’) feature
in the bottom. The rampart that accompanied this phase
survived to a height of 0.5m above the original ground surface
and a breadth of 3m. It was constructed of layers of turves
separated by dumps of the clayey subsoil, presumably from
the ditch. Two distinct layers of turf were identified. The rear
of the rampart appears to have been furnished with a timber
revetment of substantial planks set nearly vertically 0.5m
into the subsoil. There was a suggestion of a timber post to
support a breastwork on the rampart, but this feature had
been heavily disturbed by roots and burrows. Immediately
prior to the construction of the rampart a fire had been built
and later sealed by the body of the rampart. Following a period
of abandonment, the ditch was more than half filled with
material eroded from the rampart.

Dunkeld and Dowally
Dunkeld Cathedral
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 0244 4261 A watching brief was undertaken on 17 March
2014 during the excavation of a small trench ahead of a
commemorative tree planting. The excavation recorded the E
edge of a broadly rectangular feature (aligned N–S) previously
noted during a geophysical survey. The feature itself appears
to reflect the robbed remains of a wall, bedding trench or tree
hole. The latter is least likely as the feature is regular and
aligned with the present pathway layout, which was in place
during the late 19th century. Finds associated with the backfill,
and by association, the clearance of any residual feature(s),
suggest a relationship with a programme of early 20th-century
landscaping.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dunning
Garvock Nursery
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 02673 14534 A watching brief was kept on 17 November
2014 during the excavation of a trench for a new pole on an
overhead power line within a scheduled monument (3675)
containing a Roman temporary fort, identified principally by
aerial photography. Nothing of archaeological significance was
uncovered in the trench, only backfilled materials from the
insertion of the earlier pole.
Archive and report: Historic Scotland, PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE

The W section through the ditch. The primary ditch fill is relatively
stone free; the slot at the base is filled with water; the secondary
ditch fill is darker and contains stones from the post-medieval
soak-away drain

Kincladie Wood: SERF
Excavation
Stephen Driscoll – University of Glasgow
NO 02508 15025 As part of the SERF project, two trenches were
excavated, 21 June – 10 July 2014, along the NE rampart of the
Roman temporary camp where the bank and ditch survive as
upstanding features in the community owned Kincladie Wood.
The primary trench (13 x 4m) was located across the bank
and ditch as close to the B934 road as was possible. This
modern road apparently utilises the original entrance to the
Roman camp. A second trench (1 x 6m) was opened up to
examine the W end of the titulus protecting the entrance and a
potential Roman road surface.
In the main trench across the rampart two phases of ditch
were identified. The primary ditch (4 x 2.5m) was V-shaped

A second phase of defensive works followed the original
line of the rampart and ditch. Again, the ditch had a
V-shaped profile with a flat bottomed slot in its base. It was a
less substantial feature (2.5 x 1.5m). No sign of a rebuilding
of the rampart was noted but, even in its well preserved
condition, it is heavily eroded and disturbed by roots and
burrows.
In the modern period the Roman ditch was utilised as a soakaway drain for the road, which involved a shallow re-excavation
of the ditch filled with large stones. Finally the area of the
ditch and beyond to the N was covered with a course paving
of irregular stones and cobbles. This has been interpreted as
a hard standing constructed for the use of travelling folk who
utilised the wood until the mid-20th century.
Excavations at the titulus confirmed that this was a defensive
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bank associated with the Roman camp. Only one phase of
ditch was identified, with a V-profile and flat bottomed slot.
Conditions were challenging here, because the ditch was
waterlogged, despite very dry weather during the excavation,
and because it had been badly disturbed by a drainage ditch
associated with the modern road. No sign of the Roman road
was identified.
Apart from finds associated with the modern use of the
woods by travelling folk, there were no artefacts.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Millhaugh: SERF
Excavation and topographic survey
Kenneth Brophy and Helen Green – University of Glasgow
NO 0100 1400 The small-scale excavation of the Millhaugh
Cairn, just W of Dunning, was undertaken, 10–23 June 2014,
as part of the SERF Project. The objectives were to confirm the
nature of this prominent mound, help in our understanding
of the barrow cropmark record in the project study area,
and monitor possible tree root and plough damage to the
monument. The mound was identified by Gordon Barclay
as a possible barrow or cairn (DES 1991, 73) and is visible
from the nearby B8062 road. It is roughly circular in plan,
measuring 20m in diameter, with a maximum height of
1.8m, is asymmetrical in profile, more substantial on the
S side, and topped by a number of mature trees, some of
which are dead or dying. During excavations, the first ever
topographic survey of this monument was undertaken by
SERF team members.

was in general not too badly disturbed by roots, although we
found evidence for animal burrowing in the turf cap. Beyond
the edge of the monument, we were satisfied that no ditch was
present and that the current ploughing regime is not damaging
the monument. Millhaugh was clearly a substantial prehistoric
cairn, although we will have to await post-excavation analysis
to see if we can date construction of the monument.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Pitcairns House: SERF
Excavation
Ewan Campbell – University of Glasgow
NO 027 145 As part of the SERF project, three small trial
trenches were excavated, 28 June – 10 July 2014, on a 230m
stretch of the SE defences of Dunning Roman camp in order
to establish the line of the defences and their possible
chronology. This part of the defences, within the grounds
of Pitcairns House, was not visible on aerial photographs
and lay outside the scheduled area of the camp. Geophysical
survey failed to locate the defence line, but trial trenches
excavated by hand located them immediately S of the
old (medieval) Dunning to Bridge of Earn road. The line
established showed that the southern defences were kinked
in two places, at suspected entrances, confirming that the
camp had six entrances.
Excavation revealed that the ditch had a typical Roman
military profile (V-shaped, with a wide basal slot) and was up
to 2.5m wide and almost 2m deep. The two fully excavated
trenches both showed that the ditch had been recut after a
period of infilling. The associated bank on the N side only
survived as a faint ghost in the subsoil, but was separated from
the ditch by a 2m wide berm. No artefacts were recovered. The
evidence of recut of the ditch matched the sequence seen in
previous excavations on the W and N defences, and showed
that the whole area of the camp was re-occupied, possibly in
the 2nd century AD.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

The kerbstones exposed during the excavation of the
Millhaugh Cairn
We excavated an 11m x 2m slot trench running from near
the centre of the mound to beyond its edge on the SE side
of the monument. It quickly became clear that the mound
consisted of densely packed stone cairn material, and that it
was indeed an artificial mound. We investigated a 6 x 1m slot
to the base of the monument, and identified that it appears to
have been constructed in one phase with a maximum height
1m above the old land surface. A single possible sub-circular
cut feature was found in a baulk towards the centre of the
monument. The edge of the monument was defined by a
substantial kerb of large rounded boulders laid end-to-end,
with a rough secondary kerb just behind it. At some point
after construction, the monument developed a turf capping.
No diagnostic artefacts were found, although two pieces of
worked flint were discovered adjacent to the kerb stones.
Our excavations were unable to identify any evidence for
burial activity here, although we were unable to excavate too
close to the centre due to trees and root activity. The monument

Section of Dunning Roman camp ditch showing asymmetric upper
fill and stone-filled basal slot in W face of Trench 1
Wellhill: SERF
Test pitting, geophysics and excavation
Dene Wright – University of Glasgow
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NO 02566 15733 The main focus of the SERF prehistoric
project moved S from Leadketty across the Dunning Burn
to investigate the scheduled pit alignment at Wellhill. The
complex of cropmark sites at Leadketty and Baldinnies are
inter-visible with the pit alignment. The cropmark record at
Wellhill showed a line of monumental pit features aligned
N–S. The investigations at Wellhill were crucial to developing
an understanding of the archaeology of Dunning and its place
within the wider landscape.
A test pitting programme was undertaken on 14–15 May 2014
to investigate the topsoil in the vicinity of the pit alignment
to determine its artefactual sterility or otherwise. The
paucity of artefacts recovered determined that there was no
impediment to trenches being machine stripped under careful
supervision. Concurrently, a gradiometer survey was carried
out. Resistivity was not applied due to the underlying soil
conditions producing inconclusive results in previous surveys
in this area. The survey was not particularly successful. In
the area of the pit alignment there were only subtle slightly
positive anomalies; some of these may relate to the pits, which
implies that the local background noise from the underlying
geology was clouding the magnetometry results even after
initial processing.
Two trenches were machine stripped on 17-18 June 2014.
WH14.1 sought to expose the full extent of all of the known
features of the pit alignment. WH14.2 centred on a pit/
posthole feature that had been revealed during the test pitting
programme. This second trench was opened to determine
whether or not there were any other archaeological features
which had not shown up as either cropmarks, or in the initial
processing of raw data from the gradiometer survey.

Sherds of Early Neolithic pottery in situ during the excavation of
one of the monumental pits at Wellhill
The excavations at Wellhill were carried out between 21
June 2014 and 10 July 2014. During initial cleaning sherds
of Early Neolithic and Late Neolithic pottery were recovered
from the ground surfaces of both WH14.1 and WH14.2.
Linear features cut by ard marks were revealed in both
trenches. The linear feature in WH14.1 was cut by one of
the monumental pits in the alignment. These features have
been provisionally interpreted as bedding trenches for weak
self supporting fence structures. Eight of the nine subcircular monumental pits were excavated; five were half
sectioned and three were quarter sectioned. The maximum
length of the sub-circular pits in plan varied from 2.21m to
3.5m; depth 0.68–1.18m. All but one of the pits had been
left open. Three pits were sealed with deposits of charcoalrich matrices which included numerous sherds of Early
Neolithic pottery. It is possible that these were quarry pits
to provide material for the construction of earthen banks for
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field boundaries. If so, it should be noted that any evidence
of these banks must have been ploughed away. A cluster of
Late Neolithic features was revealed. Sherds of grooved ware
and impressed ware were recovered from a decommissioned
posthole and three inter-cutting pits.
The precise phasing of the events at Wellhill should be
established following the completion of post-excavation tasks.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Wester Clevage: SERF
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NO 05003 14197 A geophysical survey over a putative
enclosure was carried out, 7–8 July 2014, at Wester Clevage as
part of the SERF project. Gradiometry was conducted over an
area covering 16ha, with readings taken every 0.25m by 0.5m.
Earth resistance survey was undertaken over a more targeted
area, measuring 0.64ha, and here readings were taken every
metre. The results did not detect any anomalies relating to an
enclosure. Only lines of what was interpreted to be rig and
furrow and other more recent agricultural activities were
identified.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Forgandenny
Castle Law, Forgandenny: SERF
Excavation
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NO 0998 1554 Following on from the excavations by SERF
in 2013, three trenches were excavated, 2–18 April 2014. One
trench was positioned to explore the northern part of the inner
stone enclosure and its relationship to a putative hut platform.
The outer face of the stone enclosure was shown to survive
>1.4m in height and comprised stone of various geologies.
Consistent with the results from 2013, the core material of
the inner enclosure appeared to be composed largely of
waterworn boulders loosely packed together with frequent
voids, interleaved with the wall facing. A band, c0.5–1m
thick, of in situ vitrified stone was recorded within the wall
core. This vitrification may be the result of the combustion
of a horizontal timber structure. The putative hut was found
to be a feature of the rubble collapse to the N wall face. Later
interventions recorded on the site included the excavations
in the 19th century by Bell and possibly the crash of a RAF
Hawker Hurricane (pers comm Terence Christian).
The investigations of the bank surrounding the summit
of the hill revealed it to have been rebuilt several times. The
initial construction included redeposited natural, occupation
material and fragments of chipped bedrock. This material
probably comes from the excavation of the rock cut ditch
located immediately outside of the bank, which was only
partially exposed during excavation. A second phase of
building consisted of massive boulders, but was destroyed
prior to the construction of a large earth and ash bank, which
included in situ vitrified soil. Distinct concentrations of fused
soil, running in rough parallel lines, suggest an arrangement
of timbers within the upper layer of the bank which have
been completely consumed by fire. On the S face of the bank
a deposit of greyish silt contained distinct lenses of burnt
brushwood, which may either be the remains of a structure
or vegetation clearance. The final phase of the bank was
characterised by a capping of several layers of stone.
Explorations of the area between two possible hut platforms
revealed the vestiges of a cobbled surface and a possible
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Excavating the inner enclosure wall at Castle Law
hearth stone or post-pad. Very little other occupation debris
was recovered.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Forteviot
Broomhill
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 04050 17789 A watching brief was kept on 30 November
2013 during the excavation of a trench for a new pole on an
overhead power line within the limits of a Roman temporary
camp (NO01NW 1) at Broomhill, Forteviot. Nothing of
archaeological significance was encountered.

and walkover survey were carried out on 9 November 2014
in advance of the construction of a proposed hydro-electric
scheme on Chesthill Estate. The walkover survey recorded
17 archaeological sites in the landscape around the proposed
pipeline route; 11 of the sites, which formed a multi-period
shieling settlement, were located on both sides of the Allt
Linntich at the northern end of the scheme.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: HER and OASIS
Funder: Glen Hydro Development

Archive and report: PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE

Fortingall
Allt da Ghob, Glen Lyon
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 6990 4723 A watching brief was carried out, 26–27 March
2014, during ground-breaking work for the Allt da Ghob grid
connection. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: ASH design+assessment

Chesthill Estate: Looking W towards Glen Lyon over a stone-built
shieling at Allt Linntich

Chesthill Estate, Glen Lyon
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NN 70068 47868 (centred on) A desk-based assessment

Fortingall Kirkyard
Survey
Clare Thomas – Fortingall Roots
NN 74176 47012 A measured survey of Fortingall Kirkyard was
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made, 20–23 August 2013, recording the position of all aboveground gravestones, carved stones and other stones of possible
interest. Work on recording details of each gravestone began,
and continues, using the Scottish Graveyards recording form.
In 2014, work began on a survey of gravestones buried
up to 150mm deep, following the protocols established
by the Moray Burial Group. The first phase was carried
out, 7–11 April 2014, with volunteers from the Fortingall
Roots Committee and from the local community, beginning
in the SE portion of the graveyard. A total of 11 buried
gravestones and 2 paving slabs were uncovered and
recorded. An exposed horizontal slab was also recorded.
Four gravestones bore inscribed initials, three dates:
DR 1732; IMG 1827; IMG; AR1762. The latter also had a
depiction of a plough-share.
Further work was carried out, 25–29 August 2014, with
volunteers from Fortingall Roots and with pupils from
Breadalbane Academy, Aberfeldy and Pitlochry High School.
Three buried and four exposed tombstones were recorded,
three of which bore initials and dates: DC 1710; DC GMcN
1752; NNMG 1792. All stones were drawn at a scale of 1:10,
and photographed. All buried stones have been covered.
Further survey is planned for 2015.
Fortingall Roots is a partnership of The Breadalbane
Heritage Society, The Breadalbane Development Association,
Fortingall Kirk Session, The James McLaren Society and
Glenlyon School. It aims are to further research into the
archaeology and history of Fortingall and Glen Lyon.
Archive: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust (intended)
Funder: Fortingall Roots Committee

Fowlis Wester
Corrymuckloch 16
Field visit
George Currie
NN 89167 34972 A rock measuring 2.0 x 1.0 x 0.2m and located
500m NW of Corrymuckloch Farmhouse bears at least ten cup
marks, one of which has a partial ring.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Corrymuckloch 17
Field visit
George Currie
NN 89230 35232 A prominent erratic, measuring 2.4 x 2.1 x
1.2m, located 700m NW of Corrymuckloch Farmhouse and
70m W of the Wade road, bears a single cup mark with one
ring. The deep grooves either side of the cup may be enhanced
natural markings.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Corrymuckloch 20
Field visit
George Currie
NN 89351 35244 In improved pasture 680m N of
Corrymuckloch Farmouse and 130m W of the Wade road a
rock, under turf, measuring 1.1 x 0.5 x 0.2m bears three cup
marks, one of which has a single ring.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Kilspindie
Pittrodie Farm
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 21775 24943 A watching brief was undertaken on 16
October 2014 during the excavation of a trench for a new pole
on an overhead power line within a scheduled monument
(SAM 7220) containing a complex of late prehistoric features.
Nothing of archaeological significance was recorded.
Archive and report: Historic Scotland, PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE

Rait
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 22881 27018 – NO 22181 26925 A watching brief was
undertaken on 4 November 2014 during the excavation of
nine trenches for poles and a few associated stays on a new
overhead power line to the N of the village of Rait. The only
feature of interest was at NO 22698 26997, where a spread of
cobbles was uncovered at the base of the topsoil at the end of
one trench. It is not clear, however, whether this feature is man
made or of natural origin.
Archive and report: PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE

Kinfauns
Kinfauns Castle
Watching brief
David Perry and David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1501 2270 A watching brief was carried out, 1–11 April
2014, during work associated with the construction of a new
biomass heating plant room at Kinfauns Castle, a Grade A
listed building within a designed landscape. The grounds had
been extensively landscaped in the early 19th century and no
earlier remains were discovered. A dump of high quality china,
including oriental porcelain, was found.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Reith Partners (Woodfuel) Ltd

Corrymuckloch 18
Field visit
George Currie
NN 89189 35166 A south sloping rock, measuring 1.8 x
1.5 x 0.5m, located in unimproved pasture 650m N of
Corrymuckloch Farmhouse and 140m W of the Wade road,
bears a single large cup mark measuring 60 x12mm.

Kirkmichael

Corrymuckloch 19
Field visit
George Currie
NN 89744 35073 A rock measuring 1.0 x 0.7 x 0.4m located
in improved pasture 580m NE of Corrymuckloch Farmhouse
and 150m N of the Amulree road bears three cup marks.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Blairgowrie Geoscience

Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
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Lair
Survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 14002 63729 An extension to the magnetic survey started
in 2012 to provide a broad context for the excavations in Lair
being conducted by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust was
carried out, 18 September 2013 – 12 June 2014.

Lair: Glenshee Archaeology Project
Survey and excavation
David Strachan and David Sneddon – Perth and Kinross
Heritage Trust and Northlight Heritage

PERTH AND KINROSS

NO 1387 6376 The third field season of fieldwork, 6–28 June
2014, saw the excavation of the SE half of a turf longhouse
located directly beside a kerb cairn, the other half of which was
excavated in 2013 (DES 2013, 157). This confirmed that the SE
gable of the building had borrowed stone from the kerb of the
cairn, probably in two phases. Very good preservation of turf
material was also identified here, likely due to limited ploughing
around the large reused kerb stones. In addition, two smaller
buildings, downslope of the kerb cairn, were explored along
with their associated enclosures. The buildings were shown to
have relatively well preserved low lying stone walls on top of
which turf courses would have sat. A third possible building
was also investigated which had been heavily disturbed by a
trackway, still currently in use for vehicle access. A series of
further samples for radiocarbon dating have been recovered
which will improve our understanding of early medieval turf
longhouses in the area. In addition, the environmental context
to the site has been revealed through a pollen study of nearby
peat (University of Stirling).

NN 97012 37582 A rock, measuring 0.8 x 0.4 x 0.1m, located
in an enclosed area containing possible rig and furrow, 170m
N of the Corrody Burn, bears a cross, 270mm long with side
arms measuring 200mm.The right hand and northern arm
extends into a natural crack.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust, Cairngorms National
Park, Heritage Lottery Fund, the Gannochy Trust, the Hunter
Archaeological and Historical Trust and Historic Scotland

Lair Junction, Glenshee
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 14223 63276 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out during groundworks associated with the construction of
a new bridge and new road realignments at the A93/B951
Lair Junction, Glenshee. The settlement of Lair appears on
Timothy Pont’s map (17th century), and on Stobie 1783 and
subsequent maps. Major Caulfeild’s military road passes
through Glenshee, and was constructed by 1759. A part of
the military road converges with the A93 at the southern
tie-in with the new road. There are many prehistoric and early
historic sites on higher ground to the W of the A93, but these
are outwith the development area, and were not affected.
The watching brief took place at various times between 1 July
2013 and 14 August 2014 and was centred on the new bridge
construction located at NO 14223 63276. The monitoring
recorded natural spreads of stone and other natural deposits
as well as some archaeological features such as a stone drain
on the northern part of the site to take runoff from the old
military road into a field. Some modern finds, pottery and
a horseshoe were recovered. Of particular interest was the
cutting into the embankment of the old military road on the
W side of the A93 at the southern end of the site where a 19thcentury boot was recovered and the construction of the old
military road embankment was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: I and H Brown Ltd

Little Dunkeld
Aldmad
Field visit
George Currie
NN 94502 38203 A prominent boulder, measuring 2.1 x 1.2 x
0.5m, located 500m E of the cottage at Aldmad, bears at least
six cup marks, one of which has a single ring. The largest cup
measures 50 x 20mm.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Corrody Burn
Field visit
George Currie

The cross incised rock, Corrody Burn
Corrody Burn 4
Field visit
George Currie
NN 97877 37061 On the OD 340m contour and 700m W of
the summit of Creag Liath, a large rock, measuring 3.9 x 1.2
x 0.3m, and partially under turf bears a cup, measuring 55 x
15mm, and ring with a possible groove.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Kincraigie
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NN 9826 4994 A walkover survey and watching brief were
undertaken, 10 May – 24 June 2014, by Emma Malone during
construction of a gas main diversion at Kincraigie. The working
area was photographed before and after topsoil removal, and
recorded archaeological sites were also visited and assessed
for any potential negative impact on them by the work.
One previously unrecorded possible feature was noted during
the walkover survey (Feature 1). This was a small collection of
medium sized (up to 0.4–0.7m diameter) boulders, at NN 9829
4973, c30m to the N of the Tobar Louris well and pump house
(Feature 2). This site could possibly represent the base of a
former cairn, but is probably the result of dumping or field
clearance. It lies on a steep slope.
NN 9830 4969 (Feature 2) Tobar Louris (NN94NE 5)
is marked on OS maps as the possible site of a chapel. It is
described by the RCAHMS as a well, known locally as Tobar
Louris, situated on a grassy slope and consists of a stone
structure covering a natural spring (NN 9830 4973).
About 50m N of the well is a level platform measuring 5.5m
NW–SE by 4.0m. There is no trace of a building on it and the
orientation makes it unlikely to have been the site of a chapel
although the OS publication clearly applies to it. This is also
on a steep slope. There was no sign of a chapel, but the well is
located within a stone-built free-standing well-housing, about
3 x 2m in area, with a tumbled down slate roof, which appears
to be of late 19th- or 20th-century date.
These sites were drawn to the attention of the construction
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team and avoided by the pipeline diversion.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Rayden Engineering

Kinloch House Mill, Milton Farm, Amulree
Standing building recording
Fiona Jackson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NN 9178 3866 A standing building survey of the former
Kinloch House Mill was carried out on 30 July 2014 in advance
of demolition. The survey recorded the external detail of the
former 19th-century corn mill and its subsequent alterations
during its later conversion into a saw mill. The building is in
poor condition and structural instability prevented the internal
survey of the building.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Neil Skene

Logierait
Calliachar
Excavation
Laura Bailey – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 8857 4513 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in October 2012 at Calliachar Wind Farm. A total of
38 features were recorded during a walkover survey of access
tracks and turbine bases prior to the installation of 14 wind
turbines and associated access and cable tracks. Five sites: a
large pit (Site 2), a cairn (Site 10), a shieling hut (Site 9b) and
two features (Sites 9a and 9c) initially tentatively identified
as a shieling hut and hut circle, located on the NW slopes of
Meall Odhar would be directly affected by the development
and therefore required excavation.
Site 2 was situated at 487m OD at the foot of the N-facing
slopes of Meall Odhar. It was cut into the crest of a natural
ridge. Fully excavated the pit was oval on plan, 4.4m by 3.7m.
It was 2m deep and had irregular steep sides. There was a
large post pit cut into the base of the pit containing a post-pipe
surrounded by large packing stones. A sequence of occupation
deposits containing significant amounts of charcoal formed a
0.4m deep build up within the pit. No finds or any significant
macrofossils where retrieved from the pit, and the true nature
of the site remains uncertain. However, the evidence suggests
that it may have been a small dwelling with a conical roof
supported by a central post.
Sites 9a and 9c were possibly related. Site 9a consisted
of stone-lined postholes, paving and occupation deposits.
Two flint arrowheads were also recovered from the site. Site
9c consisted of a large pit, together with evidence of in situ
burning.
Excavation of Site 10 revealed a scooped-out hollow in
the natural bedrock and two possible stone short cists,
suggesting the site may have been a robbed-out cairn;
fragments of flint debitage and carbonised cereal grain were
also found at the site.
Excavation of the sites revealed that there had been activity
in the area from the prehistoric period through to the postmedieval period.
Pollen cores were also taken in the area in order to provide
further information on the archaeological remains and human
activity in the area.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Calliachar Wind Farms Ltd

Longforgan
Main Street, Longforgan
Evaluation
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Derek Hall
NO 3125 2997 Three evaluation trenches were opened,
29 September – 2 October 2014, in the footprint of a proposed
new house on land 70m SE of Main Street. Two of these
located features of archaeological interest; the third recorded
a garden soil above natural sandy gravel. A larger area was
opened around the stone features that had been located in
the evaluation. These were defined by hand, and a paved
stone area and a sunken enclosed paved feature with a drain
running off its SW corner were located. All datable material
recovered was of 19th-/early 20th-century date and included
white earthen ware, tile and vessel glass. The features were
interpreted as a sunken garden and paving that had been
buried following the construction of a bowling green to the
N in the 1920s.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs A Reid

Paved area and sunken garden looking W, Main Street
South Lochton, Abernyte
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NO 25188 32919 A Level 2 standing building survey was carried
out on May 2014 at the former stables at South Lochton prior
to their conversion into a house.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr D Patullo

West Meadows, Woodlands, Longforgan
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 3013 3035 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
20 June – 31 July 2013, during ground-breaking works
associated with the construction of a new house. The area was
considered significant as it lies in a 63 acre Roman temporary
camp attributed to the campaign of Septimius Severus.
Three phases of activity were recorded. Phase 1 was a Roman
phase consisting of a ditch feature, located during excavations
for a soakaway to the S of the new house. Phase 2 was a modern
agricultural phase consisting of cultivation slots, field drains
and cultivation soil/topsoil located in the footprint of the house
and to the S of the house site. Phase 3 was modern and mainly
consisted of services and dumped waste materials.
The phase 1 Roman ditch was aligned E–W. It had an upper
width of 1.3m, was c0.6m deep and contained a primary and
secondary fill. The ditch was considered to represent part of
the main defensive ditch located towards the E end of the S
perimeter of the camp. The groundworks have been completed
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and no further archaeological work is required.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: S Wallace

Monzievaird and Strowan
Larichfraskhan
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 81430 32770 – NN 81500 33110 A walkover survey was
carried out on 2 September 2014 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme on the Larichfraskan Burn, Glen
Almond. A survey was undertaken along the burn in 2012
(DES 2012, 156) but since then the penstock has been reduced
in length. The only feature of note encountered was a putative
shieling hut found in 2012 at NN 81470 32966.
Archive and report: PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: Auchnafree Estate

Moulin

had been set into this (presumably yellow), forming a pattern
of triangles. L 58mm. The type is rare in Scotland. There is no
known contemporary activity around the findspot.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 113/14), allocated to Perth Museum

Pitfourie Standing Stone, Moulin
Excavation and reinstatement
Philip Karsgaard and Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 9425 5942 The scheduled monument of Pitfourie Standing
Stone, also known as The Dane’s Stone or Dane Stone, is a
standing stone of possible Late Neolithic or Bronze Age date
which stands in an arable field on the N edge of Moulin. The
stone fell over during February 2014 due to slow attrition of soil
by agriculture and recent waterlogging of the ground. A trench,
centred on the socket and measuring 3 x 3m, was excavated,
18–31 March 2014. The socket was fully excavated but no
further archaeological features were identified. Following the
excavation, the stone was re-erected in its socket.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Kinnaird
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland

The Kinnaird brooch (Drawn by Alan Braby)
NN 95 59 A Romano-British plate and fantail brooch (Hull type
163) was found near Kinnaird during metal detecting. It has an
enamelled disc and foot, originally elaborately decorated. The
form incorporates elements which were common in Celtic art.
The central disc has a raised margin which appears to be a wire
in a darker metal, probably silver. The single enamel colour –
opaque red or red-brown as it survives – has vestigial traces of
opaque yellow enamel; indicate a second colour was set into it.
The pattern is not clear, but may have been a bull’s-eye. Opposed
split-lip mouldings on the edges are worn from handling; paired
trumpet heads mark where the bow meets the disc. This design
is identical to the local tradition of finger-rings in the ‘massive’
style. The T-shaped head has raised ends; it is a flattened
cylinder with a perforation for a copper-alloy axis which held
the hinged pin, traces of which survive. An integrally-cast oval
headloop thickens at the inner edge, where there is a transverse
lentoid moulding, another feature typical of Celtic art. The outer
edge of the loop is thinned from use where a chain for a paired
brooch attached. The triangular foot has a recessed field full of
opaque red enamel. Clear traces survive where a second colour

The Dane Stone being re-erected in its socket (Copyright CFA
Archaeology Ltd)

Perth
Blackfriars Street, Perth
Watching brief
David Perry and David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1176 2390 A series of watching briefs were undertaken,
9–12 April 2013, 21–30 June 2013 and 17–25 March 2014, on
the site of an office development opposite 9–10 Blackfriars
Street, to the rear of 3 Atholl Crescent. The area is the site of a
former garage and stores, and was previously a stable block.
The remains of six human burials from the Blackfriars
Cemetery were recorded. Two wells, one possibly 18th-century
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and the other probably 19th-century in date, a stone culvert
possibly 18th-century in date, and the wall of a 19th-century
outhouse were also recorded. The human bones were reburied
on site.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: WJ Beatson Architect for P Brogan

Carpenter Street, Perth
Watching brief
David Perry – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1172 2384 A watching brief was carried out, 19–20 February
2014, during work on the site of a proposed new electricity
substation on shrubland beside a car park. The site lies within
the lands of the Blackfriars Monastery, and possibly within the
area of the Blackfriars Cemetery. The excavation of a 4m2 and
0.7m deep trench revealed that imported soil had been used
to build up the site for the shrubbery. The excavation did not
reach the natural and no remains relating to the cemetery were
located. A stone wall of a 19th-century building, aligned parallel
to Carpenter Street, was recorded at the base of the trench.

Easter Balgedie
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NO 17 04 An unusual variant of a Romano-British trumpet
brooch was found during metal detecting near Easter Balgedie.
It was intact when deposited, although is now damaged. The
bow has a central ribbed disc. The plain head has an unusual
integrally-cast disc with a concave top and central stud which
probably once held an inlay. Remains of an integrally-cast
headloop sprout from the disc. The underside of the head has
marginal lugs which hold the copper-alloy axis for a six-coil
spring with internal chord. The lower bow is decorated with
a narrow central longitudinal channel and marginal grooves.
The foot has two disc mouldings and a terminal knob. L
75mm. The plate on the head is an unusual feature, but finds
parallels (Mackreth type TR. 2.2f). The intact condition of this
brooch suggests it was a deliberate deposit, not a casual loss.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 93/14), allocated to National
Museums Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Perth and Kinross Council

Jeanfield Road
Evaluation
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 10756 23791 (centred on) An evaluation was carried out
in February 2014 on land adjacent to 4 Jeanfield Road. Apart
from drainage features, seven shallow linear features were
identified in Trenches 2 and 3. These were filled with topsoil
like material and are interpreted as traces of garden features,
such as planting beds.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ryven Ltd

Perth Prison
Standing building recording
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NO 117 223 A Level 2 standing building survey was undertaken,
2–17 July 2014, of a section of the inner perimeter wall at
Perth Prison in advance of its proposed demolition as part of
redevelopment of the site. The inner wall displayed a number
of architectural and material changes associated with the
constant redevelopment of the prison over its 200 year history.
Although the phasing was not always clear, it was noted that a
60m long section of the wall on the E side of the prison derived
from the original construction in c1810, when the complex was
built as a POW depot in the Napoleonic Wars (1803–1815). A
further five changes in the wall construction were recorded
along the length of wall.
As part of the redevelopment, the exhumation of a grave
used to rebury human remains excavated during an earlier
phase of archaeological works was undertaken. The human
remains were then reburied within the perimeter of the prison.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Clark Contracts

Portmoak
Easter Balgedie
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NO 17 04 The much worn head of an enamelled RomanoBritish headstud brooch was found during metal detecting
near Easter Balgedie.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 106/13), allocated to Perth
Museum
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The Easter Balgedie brooch (Drawn by Alan Braby)

Rattray
Mains of Rattray
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 2103 4530 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken on
24 July 2013 on land 280m NW of Mains of Rattray in advance
of the construction of a house. The area was considered
sensitive as it is located on the S edge of a motte and bailey
site know as Castle of Rattray. Four evaluation trenches were
excavated each measuring 2 x 15m and covering 6% of the
available development area.
The evaluation showed that the site contained a deep build
up of homogeneous topsoil or colluvium as a result of hillwash
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off the motte and bailey. The topsoil deposit revealed little
evidence of any stratification and bottomed onto fine orange
natural sands and gravels. Two of the trenches crossed a large
ditch extending cNE–SW across the site. The ditch contained a
fill of homogenous silty loam virtually identical to the topsoil,
and in each trench a narrow slot feature bottoming into natural
sand seemed to be associated with the S edge of the ditch. In
one trench where the ditch appeared, some fragments of slag
(possibly metal working) were recovered from the lower part
of the topsoil, and in the same trench one fragment of slag
was recovered from the bottom of the ditch fill. The slag could
indicate that metalworking had been taking place nearby. No
significant archaeological features appeared in the other two
evaluation trenches. A subsequent watching brief, 6–17 March
2014, recorded evidence of recent sand and gravel extraction
and two areas of dumping.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr R Strachan

Redgorton
Bertha Park, Perth
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 08000 27000 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken,
23 September – 14 November 2013, on a large-scale mixed use
development at Bertha Park. The development area covers
c315 ha, and 165ha was deemed at potential risk of disturbance.
A total of 705 evaluation trenches were opened covering just
over 10% (c119790m2) of the available fields.
The work recorded several clusters of features, which were
mostly prehistoric where datable artefacts were recovered.
In addition, there were several unstratified topsoil finds of
worked lithics and even a fragment of a stone axe, which once
again demonstrated a clear prehistoric presence on site. It
should be noted that, while archaeology was uncovered, its
location appears to be related to the topography of the site,
with the archaeology predominantly located on the higher,
free draining sands and gravels, and that no archaeology was
noted in some fields.
A suitable programme of mitigation will be required to deal
with the zones of archaeology, while the lower lying areas are
deemed to require no further works. A total of six fields still
require evaluation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Springfield Properties Ltd

Rhynd
Elcho Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 1641 2103 A watching brief was undertaken on 7 May 2013
during the excavation of a trench to house a new information
board. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Muthill (P and K)/Callander (S)
Dubh Choirein, Glen Artney
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
David Perry – Alder Archaeology Ltd

NN 62115 15615 to NN 69510 15249 to NN 69544 15222
A desk-based assessment and walkover survey were
undertaken, 6–20 November 2013, in advance of the
proposed construction of a mini-hydro scheme in Glen
Artney. The proposed pipeline follows part of the presumed
course of a Roman road between Bochastle and Dalginross
and a former medieval/drove road between Comrie and
Callander, on which a bridge was under construction in 1780
at Dalchlachata (Dalclathick?). The walkover revealed two
revetments along the bank of the Water of Ruchill and a preagricultural improvement stone boundary dyke. No definite
trace of the possible Roman road was observed, although
two former bridges across the Allt an Dubh Choirein were as
previously described.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Drummond Estates

RENFREWSHIRE
Houston
Houston and Killellan Kirk
Evaluation and watching brief
Heather F James – Northlight Heritage
NS 41028 67074 A programme of evaluations and watching
briefs was undertaken, 25 May – 1 July 2014, during the
construction of a new hall to the rear of the kirk. As the site
is occupied by a medieval and later graveyard the foundations
of the new hall were designed, as a system of mini-piles
and sleeper-beams, to avoid causing damage to the known
gravestones and burials. To enable the construction to take
place a total of 18 gravestones were lowered, 12 were left in
situ beneath the new building and 6 were relocated outside the
development area.
The excavation of trenches required for a new septic
tank, drains and a manhole was also monitored. Five poorly
preserved articulated burials were uncovered in a test pit in
the SE corner of the graveyard, in an area where there were
no marked graves. These burials ranged from adult to neonate
and were accompanied by shroud pins and coffin nails. The
burials were left in situ and the septic tank was moved outside
the graveyard. A small number of skulls, revealed during the
digging of the drains, were left in situ.
An infilled mill pond and a revetment wall were recorded in
a drainage trench to the S of the graveyard. Both features are
depicted on a mid-19th-century 1st Edition OS map of the area.
The mill pond, which had become infilled by the end of the
19th century, an open mill lade and a stream were associated
with the nearby Butts Mill.
There were very few finds and all were 19th/20th-century in
date, apart from two residual sherds of late medieval pottery.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Houston and Killellan Kirk

Inchinnan
Newshot Island
Survey
Joanna Hambly – The SCAPE Trust
NS 47699 70486 As part of the SCAPE Trust’s Scotland’s
Coastal Heritage at Risk Project the SCAPE Trust, the Nautical
Archaeology Society and local volunteers joined forces, 3–5
October 2014, to make a detailed record of a concentration
of wooden boat remains. The remains are visible on aerial
photographs and were originally noted by volunteers during
coastal surveys, with one of the wrecks being identified as a
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Surveying in progress on Newshot Island (see page 171)
diving bell barge by a local volunteer.
The team planned, photographed and recorded a group
of seven mud punts located in the intertidal zone E of
Park Quay at Erskine. Local information and historical
research indicates that the mud punts were used in dredging
operations on the River Clyde until the early 20th century.
An aerial photograph taken in 1939 shows the punts in their
current position, presumably abandoned. A second group of
wrecks located in the creek on the S side of Newshot Island
contains schooners, abandoned there after a fire at the
Kingston Dock in 1914, and possibly the earliest surviving
remains of a diving bell barge.
The detailed surveys were supplemented by low level aerial
photography by Edward Martin, and historical research is
being undertaken by members of the project team.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic Scotland and Crown
Estate

Lochwinnoch
Midtownfield Mill, Howwood
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 40679 60465 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 25 August 2014 of Midtownfield Mill. The original
mill was constructed in the early to mid-19th century and is
depicted on the OS map of 1863. However, by the mid-20th
century the original mill had been demolished and replaced
by a series of brick mill buildings.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Dawn Homes Ltd
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Bunkle and Preston
Blackhouse, Reston, Eyemouth
Evaluation
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 82526 60283 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
in May 2014 on farmland at Blackhouse. Some of the trenches
were positioned to target a cropmark, which may have indicated
the presence of a prehistoric pit alignment or trackway. Other
trenches were spread randomly across the area. No trace of a
pit alignment was located and the only feature recorded was
the base of a shallow, undated, fire pit, which lay 7m to the N
of the projected line of the pit alignment.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Swan Bain Architects LLP

Caddonfoot
Torwoodlee
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 46 38 A denarius of Domitian (AD 92–95) and a Roman plate
brooch were recovered from the vicinity of Torwoodlee Broch.
The brooch is lozenge-shaped with stepped profile and damaged
central enamelled zone with a pale green enamelled field with
(originally four) inset black dots. Remains of fittings for a hinged
pin survive on the rear. L 29.5mm. The type is of Continental
origin, probably 2nd century (Mackreth type PL CONT 6a).
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 40/14), allocated to National
Museums Scotland
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Cavers
Cavers Mains Farmhouse, Hawick
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 54857 16826 A watching brief was undertaken on
28 August 2013 during ground-breaking work associated
with construction of an extension to the farmhouse at Cavers
Mains. The removal of the topsoil from the development
footprint exposed the concrete foundations of a small
rectangular structure associated with a 20th-century phase
of the farmstead. A number of foundation trenches were
excavated around the perimeter of the development footprint.
A 1.5m wide cobble surface, thought to be associated with the
19th-century farmstead, was exposed in one of these trenches.
No features predating the farmstead (c1850) were recorded
during the watching brief.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr J Sinclair on behalf of Albrighton Roses Ltd

Spittal on Rule Farm, Denholm
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 58870 19940 A watching brief was carried out on
24 February 2014 during groundworks associated with the
construction of agricultural buildings. The name Spittal on
Rule refers to a former medieval hospital located in this area;
a medieval chapel and burial ground are also located adjacent
to the development area. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Ms K Turner

possible enclosures were detected in the S part of the field.
No clear geophysical evidence for stone-founded buildings
was detected; however, some anomalies in the N and S could
reflect stone footings. It is also possible that such features
are present elsewhere but are beneath larger areas of stone
rubble. The surveys cannot provide definitive evidence
for the remains of an Anglian monastery in Glebe Field;
that could only be determined by excavation. However,
the surveys have detected many probable features, which
almost certainly reflect several phases of activity at the site.
At least one of the ditches can confidently be dated to the
Anglian period.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: The Friends of Coldingham Priory with financial
support from Fallago Environment Fund and AES Drone Hill
Community Fund

Crailing
Crailing Old Parish Churchyard
Vegetation site clearance
Lesley McEwan – Archaeology Scotland
NT 6887 2426 For the launch Scottish Archaeology Month
2014, Archaeology Scotland commissioned an initial
assessment of the cultural significance of the churchyard.
The local community were supervised, 10–17 August 2014, in
a vegetation site clearance within the churchyard following
a vegetation habitat survey by Ben Averis and resistivity
survey by EAFS in the surrounding area. The gravestones
and monuments were photographed and mapped onto a
sketch plan and a summary research report was produced by
graveyard expert Susan Buckham.

Coldingham

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Glebe Field, Coldingham
Desk-based assessment and geophysical survey
Duncan Hale, Andy Platell and Jamie Armstrong –
Archaeological Services Durham University
NT 90540 66000 A geomagnetic and earth resistance survey
was undertaken, 18 August – 19 September 2014, across the
Glebe Field adjacent to Coldingham Priory as part of ongoing
research by the Friends of Coldingham Priory. The work aims
to identify any sub-surface features which might have been
associated with the earlier Anglian monastery, described
by Bede and visited by Cuthbert, but of uncertain location.
Additional work consisted of a desk-based assessment of
existing records, many of which are held in Durham since
Coldinghamshire was granted to Durham Priory in the 12th
century.
Many anomalies, particularly geomagnetic anomalies,
were detected in the surveys and many of these are probably
of archaeological interest. It is likely that the anomalies reflect
successive phases of activity on the site. Several probable
boundaries and enclosures were detected, both rectilinear
and curvilinear in form. The remains of an arcuate ditch
in the NW of the field are almost certainly a continuation
of ditches previously excavated in the NE corner of Abbey
Yards Field and dated to the early medieval period, which
would be contemporary with an Anglian monastery. If the
arc of this ditch continued round to form a circle, its centre
would be close to the priory. A large rectilinear ditched
enclosure in the N of the field may be contemporary with
an adjacent trackway detected to the E. A concentration of
anomalies in the central part of the field probably reflects
several features, including at least two curvilinear ditches,
and possibly burnt or industrial materials. Two further

King of Terrors, upright table monument, Crailing Churchyard
(Copyright Archaeology Scotland)
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Crailing Old Parish Churchyard
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 6887 2426 As part of a programme of work arranged
by Archaeology Scotland, a ground resistance survey was
carried out on 10 August 2014 in the field surrounding
Crailing Old Church. The area included part of the old burial
ground, which appears as a platform above the surrounding
pasture. The results were inconclusive as to definite features,
though the platform corresponding to the graveyard showed
a generally higher resistance than the surrounding field.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR (intended)
Funder: Archaeology Scotland and Edinburgh Archaeological
Field Society

Eckford
Eckford Mill, Kelso
Watching brief
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 72313 27435 A watching brief was carried out on 28 March
2013 during groundworks associated with the construction
of an extension to Eckford Mill Cottage. The work recorded
part of a stone-built structure with a mortared floor surface,
which appears in plan to match a building first identified on
the 1st Edition OS map of 1859.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Andrew Walker Architectural Consultant per
C and J Aspinall

Eyemouth
Acredale, Eyemouth
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 934 642 An evaluation was carried out on 21 March 2013
on rough pasture at Acredale in advance of a residential
development. A concrete base with a brick inspection
chamber, possibly associated with a modern cistern
supplying water to the now demolished Northburn Mill, was
recorded towards the centre of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Adston Construction

Hawick
Hawick
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 50 13 An Iron Age knobbed terret fragment was found
during metal detecting just S of Hawick.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 120/14), allocated to National
Museums Scotland

Innerleithen
Castle Hill
Survey
Louise Baker – Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NT 29180 40070 A topographical survey of the surviving
earthworks of Castle Hill was carried out, 4–6 November
2013. The earthworks consist of a palisaded settlement
inside which is a later settlement enclosed by double banks,
which represent the remains of late prehistoric enclosed
settlements. The survey results were used to create a digital
terrain model, contour based plans and oblique terrain
models of the site within its landscape setting, which will be
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used to inform future conservation and management of the
monument by Forestry Commission Scotland.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: ADS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Nether Horsburgh
Survey
Louise Baker, Cordelia Laycock and Enda O’Flaherty –
Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd
NT 3090 3922 A topographical survey of the surviving
earthworks of Nether Horsburgh enclosure was carried
out, 1–8 November 2013. The earthworks consist of a subrectangular bank, which represents the remains of a late
prehistoric scooped settlement. The survey results were
used to create a digital terrain model, contour-based plans
and oblique terrain models of the site within its landscape
setting, which will be used to inform future conservation
and management of the monument by Forestry Commission
Scotland.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Jedburgh
High Street, Jedburgh
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 6515 2070 A watching brief was carried out, June – July
2014, during topsoil stripping associated with groundbreaking work for a residential development on garden
ground to the rear of 51A/51B High Street. This site is
immediately to the NW of a recently identified medieval/
early post-medieval building (GUARD 2014 – see entry
below).
While the majority of the deposits proved to be recent,
two archaeological features were identified. These were a
possible medieval street surface, which only just encroached
onto the site, and an elongated pit containing sherds of
medieval pottery.
It is likely that a large pit identified during the watching
brief is the same or associated with the pit described in
the GUARD report. It is now clear that the redeposited
clay surface described in the GUARD report and the grey
sand below it that was identified in their Sondage E were
actually fills of the large modern cut. It is also now clear
that the boundary wall in the GUARD report is unlikely to
be medieval in date, as the medieval horizon lies at a lower
depth than this wall.
The portion of the site to the NW of the house footprint
required no monitoring, as the parking area planned for
this area will require the site to be raised and will leave any
buried features undisturbed.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Borders Low Carbon Developments Ltd

Jedburgh Abbey
Evaluation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 6500 2038 Three small trenches were excavated on
12 February 2014 at the base of the S boundary wall, at
the S end of the W range of Jedburgh Abbey, to assess the
condition of timbers supporting the masonry. Some of these
timbers are thought to date to the early 14th century. Much
of the timber was found to be in a poor condition due to
waterlogging.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

SCOT TISH BORDERS
Queen Street, Jedburgh
Evaluation, watching brief and excavation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 6515 2070 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 19 February – 11 April 2014, in advance of
development work. Two trenches, each c7m in length, were
excavated, across the footprint of proposed flats on the corner
of Queen Street and Smith’s Wynd. A culvert drain and related
construction deposits were recorded towards the Queen
Street end of the site, while the remains of a poorly preserved
possible surface or putative wall were found towards the
centre of the site. Furthermore, a brick floor overlying a
deep deposit of garden soil, which probably filled a natural
undulation, was partially visible towards t he northern limit
of the development. Finds recovered during the evaluation
consisted of clay pipe stems and green bottle glass.
A watching brief was then undertaken during topsoil
stripping across the entire footprint of the proposed flats
at Queen Street. A number of deposits and walls were
encountered, which led to a subsequent limited excavation
that revealed the remains of a medieval building. The building
consisted of two substantial clay bonded boundary walls along
the SW and SE sides of the development area, abutted from
the N by two narrower clay bonded walls forming a small
sub-rectangular structure at the corner of Queen Street and
Smith’s Wynd. A small culvert was located in the building
adjacent to the N wall of the structure. Sondages excavated
through deposits within the building revealed a series of floor
surfaces consisting of clay and earth horizons, the lower
earthen horizon yielding fragments of glazed and unglazed
pottery fragments dating from the 13th–15th century. A deep
garden soil was recorded outside the building, containing
medieval, post-medieval and early modern finds. An early
modern midden pit was recorded in the NW part of the site,
and a sequence of two cobbled surfaces was found underlying
the tarmac of Smith’s Wynd.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Borders Low Carbon Developments Ltd

Kelso
Garden Cottage, Wooden
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 7416 3382 A watching brief was carried out on 20 February
2013 during groundworks associated with the construction
of a house extension. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Pickard

Kirkhope
Langhope Rig Wind Farm
Survey and watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 4130 2055 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, October 2012 – May 2014, during work associated
with construction of a wind farm. A walkover survey carried
out before any ground-breaking work recorded five previously
unidentified sites and visited the known sites. A watching
brief was then undertaken during all ground-breaking work.
The only notable finds were an isolated shallow pit and the
remains of four wooden stakes with oblique facets recovered
from below peat at a depth of 0.8m.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Renewables (UK) Ltd

West Deloraine, Ettrick
Evaluation
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 33338 20651 An evaluation was undertaken in April 2014
on the site of a proposed development area to the SW of a
settlement marked as ‘Deloraine’ on a map by William Roy
1747–1755. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Scottish Borders Council SMR and
RCAHMS
Funder: Gordon Melrose Building Design per Mr and Mrs Bernard

Kirkurd/Linton
Tarth Siphon, Blyth Bridge
Watching brief
Rob Engl and Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 129 447 – NT 128 455 – NT 132 463 A watching brief was
carried out, 28 February – 19 March 2014, during the second
phase of ground-breaking work associated with the upgrading
of the Talla Aquaduct at Blyth Bridge.
Phase one of the project consisted of the excavation of 20
test pits (DES 2011, 168). The second phase consisted of the
removal of topsoil from a 20m wide by 3.5km long area to
create a wayleave. A total of four unstratified finds of struck
chert were recorded to the N of the project area and a single
isolated cut feature was recorded to the S of the Tarth Burn.
This was probably a stone-lined charcoal making pit, which
had been partially revetted into a hill.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water

Lauder
The Row, Lauder
Watching brief
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 5289 4781 A watching brief was undertaken on 27 May
2014 during work associated with the construction of an
extension to the house at 2 The Row. The house, which dates
to the first half of the 18th century, lies within the boundary of
the medieval burgh. The removal of topsoil from a 89m2 area
revealed a ditch containing a 19th-century ceramic drain pipe
to the W of the house.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Stuart Davidson Architects

Thirlestane Castle, Lauder
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 5329 4801 A watching brief was undertaken, 24–26
February 2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a new boiler house, and the excavation of a
pipe trench from the site of the new building to the castle. The
remains of a stone wall and deposits of demolition debris were
recorded towards the S end of the trench to the W of the castle.
These deposits may relate to earlier structures associated with
the designed gardens or temporary workshops associated with
previous building and renovation work to the castle.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Gilbert Developments Ltd

Linton
Bridgehouse Mill, West Linton
Standing building survey and watching brief
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

175

SCOT TISH BORDERS

NT 1425 5240 An enhanced standing building survey was
carried out, April – May 2014, on the former Bridgehouse
Mill. The mill dates to the second half of the 18th century
and occupies a rectangular footprint. The OS map of 1856
indicates that the mill’s lade supplied a wheel on its N gable.
This gable wall showed evidence for a substantial rebuild,
which incorporated large blocks of whinstone with coursed
sandstone. This rebuild was probably undertaken when the
layout of the mill was changed, with the placement of a smaller
wheel on the W side of the building. Its position was marked
on the interior of the building by the presence of two Hurst
frame plinths. These surviving plinths were two of four plinths
that would have supported the iron gear wheels and shaft. A
cast iron water wheel was probably fed by a pipe, neither of
which survives today. The mill was subsequently converted
into a byre or barn, and then a builder’s shed.
The reduction of the interior of the ground floor was
monitored and this work confirmed that the mill had been
built on to a slope rather than being terraced in to it. This
was probably due to the presence of bedrock just below the
surface.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Jens Bergmark Architects on behalf of Mr and Mrs Wood

Longformacus
Fallago Rig Wind Farm
Watching brief and post-excavation analysis
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 57188 59133, NT 59032 60621, NT 59142 60651, NT 59138
60647, NT 59134 60646 and NT 58939 59758 (pit locations)
A programme of archaeological work and post-excavation
analysis was carried out, November 2011 – August 2014. A
watching brief undertaken during the construction of the wind
farm recorded six pits and a possible trackway. The features
were uncovered across the site with the pits forming a cluster
of three, two and a single pit on S-facing slopes. The pits were
charcoal-rich and contained fire cracked stones implying that
they were fire pits. The charred wood recovered during sample
processing consisted of birch and oak. Radiocarbon dates
obtained from birch roundwood charcoal from one of the pits
indicates a Mesolithic date (6427–6253 and 6229–6082 cal BC).
The discovery of a pit which is potentially Mesolithic in date
is significant as it adds to a small but ever increasing list of
Mesolithic domestic settlement sites in Scotland. Typically,
Mesolithic settlement sites are very ephemeral in nature and
largely consist of a variety of posthole and stakehole settings,
hearths, depressions, and other slight traces inferred from
charcoal and artefact spreads. Fallago Rig is perhaps another
example of a site of this nature, with the fire-pit suggesting at
least short term occupation. However, it cannot be presumed
that all of the pits are of the same date or function.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Wind Prospect Ltd

Manor
Four Winds, Caverhill
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 21538 38278 An evaluation was undertaken on 17 February
2014 in advance of development work. The site lies next to
the former location of Caverhill Tower (NT23NW 29). Four
trenches were excavated, covering 83m². No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Stephen Furst
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Melrose
Melrose Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NT 54848 34177 These stones, which were assessed in May
2014, form a group of additions to the existing carved stone
database. Seven of them were excavated by CFA Archaeology
Ltd, and were catalogued at their warehouse. The remainder
are located in Historic Scotland’s store in Edinburgh. Most of
the stones in this group are unremarkable, with cylindrical
column shafts and a vault rib included among the collection.
One fragment of a column capital is worked in mediumgrained sandstone, and comes from the upper edge of a waterleaf capital, with just the tip of a fleshy leaf now remaining.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.
Melrose Abbey House
Standing building recording
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5476 3416 A basic programme of standing building
recording was carried out, 3–21 July 2014, on the exterior
elevations of Melrose Abbey House, between the removal of
the roughcasting covering the walls and their re-rendering.
The exterior elevations were sketched and photographed,
with all features present being numbered and described.
A sequence of four main phases of construction and
alteration were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Wester Housebyres Farm
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 53013 36492 An historic building survey was carried
out on 7 March 2014 of two barns of the Wester Housebyres
Farm Steading prior to their renovation. The barns appear
to be early 19th-century in date, although there has been a
settlement at this location since at least the 18th century. The
two barns consist of a building for a threshing machine and
a cart shed. The threshing machine was once powered by
a water wheel located on the E side of the building. This
wheel was no longer present, but remains of the fixings and
bearing blocks were still in place.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr J Murray

Minto
Hassendean Bank
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 55 19 A Roman copper-bronze vessel was found during
metal detecting near Hassendean Bank. It is now broken but
was deposited intact and upside down. The vessel is a dipper
of Eggers type 160 (late 1–2nd century). The near-flat base is
decorated with lathe-cut circles, as are the sides below the
rim. The handle terminal has been lost; there are crudelyincised lines on the underside at the junction with the bowl,
and a very worn centrally-placed stamp which appears to
read [..]DESOC[..], though wear renders this very uncertain.
There is a very neat repair beside the stamp where solder
has been run into a casting flaw. Surviving L 254, H40; bowl
D121mm. Its intact condition suggests it was a deliberate
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deposit. Iron Age sites are known in the vicinity.

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 141/13), allocated to Scottish
Borders Museums

Newlands
Scotstonrig, Blyth Bridge
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 13656 45578 An historic building survey was undertaken
on 1 August 2014 at Scotstonrig Farm in advance of
development work. The origins of the U-shaped steading
date from at least the early 19th century, although the
historic maps identify a settlement there much earlier, with a
settlement recorded by the late 17th century, and buildings in
the mid-18th century. The range was extended in the later 19th
century to include a small store, cart shed and pig sty. The
U-shaped element of the steading has now been converted
for use as a house. This work included the blocking of a few
of the original doorways and the construction of some small
flat-roofed porch extensions to the rear.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Blake

Peebles
Cross Keys Hotel
Standing building recording and watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 25308 40556 A programme of historic building recording
and a watching brief were undertaken, 5 February – 30 May
2014, during ground-breaking works at 24 Northgate, during
the course of refurbishment works to the Cross Keys Hotel.
It appears that the original building (the town house
built by Williamson of Cardrona in 1653) was L-shaped in
plan with many later additions and alterations. The major
alterations and extensions appear to have carried on well
into the 20th century. Many of the features recorded were
only partially exposed, which makes detailed phasing of the
building difficult. These features have been recovered and
protected by modern fittings, and there has been little if any
detrimental impact on the majority of the features recorded.
The partially exposed features consisted of walls, recent
cellared areas, floor surfaces and drainage associated with
changes of use of the buildings. These were mainly in
the former stable or barn, which forms the N range of the
building and relate to its change in use from a stable to
residential accommodation.
The most notable feature was the wall which forms the
N end of the main building. This measured 1.68m wide
at ground floor level and had one relict window, which
opened at first floor level in the NW corner of the wall,
and another possible relict window opening on the right
hand side of the fireplace at first floor level. The width of
the wall is unusual compared to the rest of the building
and it is possible that it is a remnant of a building which
was destroyed during the English raid on the town in 1549,
largely robbed of stone and subsequently incorporated into
the town house built in 1653.
The first 17th-century phase of the building was L-shaped in
plan. The earliest improvement, undertaken in 1693, consisted
of an outshot building which formed a porch in front of the
original main door entrance. Single-storey extensions to the
N and E of the building appear to have been built sometime
in the 18th century, with first floor additions to these added in
the 20th century. A three-storey extension was added to the
E of the building and a stable block to the N of the hotel was

built in the 19th century, with many subsequent alterations
carried out well into the 20th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: JD Wetherspoons

Edston Quarry
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 2260 4000 Due to the proximity of known prehistoric sites,
including the site of an Iron Age hillfort, a watching brief was
undertaken, 2 April – 29 August 2014, during the extension of
Edston Quarry. The majority of features encountered across the
site related to earlier quarrying activity. Five quarry pits, probably
associated with the construction of the dry stone dyke forming
the present eastern extent of the development, were recorded
towards the N end of the site. The pits consisted of small, subrectangular or sub-oval, shallow, steep-sided holes and were
found cut into areas of outcropping weathered whinstone
bedrock. The ephemeral remains of a path was recorded running
from the southernmost borrow pit E across the site towards the
dry stone dyke. A further three smaller pits with charcoal-rich
fills were recorded in the NW corner of the area. Oak with lesser
amounts of hazel, hazel nutshell, willow and alder charcoal was
present, suggesting hearth waste. A hazel fragment from the
middle pit was radiocarbon dated to 3931–3666 cal BC, indicating
early Neolithic settlement contemporary with the early phase of
occupation at nearby Meldon Bridge.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tillicoultry Quarries Ltd

Janet’s Brae Forts
Survey
Ross Macleod, Louise Baker and Enda O’Flaherty – Rubicon
Heritage Services Ltd
NT 2678 4043 and NT 2658 4039 A topographical survey of
the surviving earthworks of Janet’s Brae Forts was carried out
on 24 October – 1 November 2013. The site consists of two
adjacent hillforts defined by earthen ramparts and associated
ditches. The survey results were used to create a digital terrain
model, contour-based plans and oblique terrain models of the
site within its landscape setting which will be used to inform
future conservation and management of the monument by
Forestry Commission Scotland.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Selkirk
Selkirk Flood Prevention
Evaluation, survey and standing building recording
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 44644 27669, NT 44907 27567 and NT 45893 28672
A programme of archaeological work was undertaken, 7–17
April 2014, in advance of the start of work on the Selkirk
flood prevention scheme.
The evaluation and metal detector survey sought to locate
physical evidence of the 17th-century Battle of Philliphaugh
(1645), and the Anglian and medieval settlement at
Philliphaugh, within areas to be affected by the flood
prevention work. An evaluation undertaken on two locations
at Old Mill Farm and Angles Field (Long Phillip Burn)
consisted of the excavation of trenches covering 375 linear
metres. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded and all the finds from the metal detector survey
were modern in date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Council
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Sprouston
Nottylees Steading
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 79632 36581 An historic building survey was undertaken
on 29 January 2014 in advance of the potential conversion
of part of the steading into domestic accommodation. There
has been a settlement at Nottylees since at least the mid-18th
century, although the buildings on the site today are a much
reduced range of barns, built largely in the later 19th century.
They mostly consist of storage and tractor sheds, although
the range of barns to the NE side incorporate an original cart
shed with a cow byre behind it. This is now roofless and
only its cast-iron columns remain.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr D Gibbons

Stow
Torsonce House, Stow
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 45592 43412 A watching brief was carried out on
13 December 2013 during groundwork associated with
the construction of a summerhouse. Although Torsonce
House is understood to occupy the location of an earlier
late medieval tower known as Torsonce Castle, no finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Ms SA Young

Traquair
Castle Knowe Fort (Cardrona)
Survey
Ross Macleod and Louise Baker – Rubicon Heritage Services
Ltd
NT 3020 3727 A topographical survey of the surviving
remains of Castle Knowe Fort was carried out on 5–21
November 2013. The site consists of a late prehistoric double
walled enclosure and annexes on the summit of Castle
Knowe Hill. The survey results were used to create a digital
terrain model, contour based plans and oblique terrain
models of the site within its landscape setting, which will be
used to inform future conservation and management of the
monument by Forestry Commission Scotland.

which has been trial trenched and interpreted as a garden
plot (DES 2012,166). Within the forest, planted in 1976,
there are the footings of a row of five buildings, all badly
damaged by forest ploughing. The southernmost of these is
currently being excavated.
NT 31597 31299 The site of the southernmost building
has been cut into the break of slope at the foot of a steep
W-facing, scree-covered hillside, and levelled off to form a
terrace on which the building was constructed. Removal of
the overburden of tumble and loose soil revealed the stone
and turf walls of a building measuring 11.5 x 4m internally.
The E wall, built into the hillside, has a single inner skin,
the back of which has been packed with stones from the
hillside. The N wall stands to two courses in height and is
c0.7m wide. Outside this wall there is paving with a gap in
the middle, possibly a sump for an internal drain. The W wall
is c0.9m wide at the N end and preserves a covering of redbrown silt, probably the residue of the turf superstructure,
but is dilapidated at the S end. There is a central hearth in
the S end and a probable entrance slightly off centre in the
W wall. Forest ploughing has unfortunately considerably
distorted the archaeology in many places.
The N end of the structure has seen later reuse. During the
most recent phase the floor level was raised c150–200mm
with a layer of earth and stone. This extended over about
half the width of the original building and over part of the
N wall, suggesting post-occupation use. Removal of these
features revealed an area of paving, consisting of large
stones and a central drain.
Finds have included iron objects, nails, glass and clay pipe
stems, along with two sherds of medieval pottery. Samples
of charcoal have been collected from strategic places and
will be sent for radiocarbon dating.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Peeblesshire Archaeological Society

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Yarrow
Shootinglee
Survey and excavation
Joyce Durham and Piers Dixon – Peeblesshire Archaeological
Society
NT 3160 3140 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was continued at Shootinglee, 20 April – 30 Nov 2014.
From archival sources it is known that Shootinglee was a
steading within Ettrick Forest and was of some importance
for a short time in the 15th century, being the administrative
centre of a ward or division of the forest.
The site lies on the E of the Newhall Burn; it is split into
two parts by a dry stone wall to the W of which is a pasture
field and to the E a conifer plantation. Several features were
visible to the W including the footings of at least one small
building and several earthen banked enclosures, one of
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Aerial view of the southern-most building (Trench 2) with tumble
and loose soil removed. Evidence of the later reuse can be seen left
of centre. (Photograph Stephen Scott)
Shootinglee
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 3156 3136 (centred on) A ground resistance survey
was carried out on 18 October 2014, with Peeblesshire
Archaeological Society, on a former hunting lodge and farm
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owned by the Earls of Traquair. The farm was last occupied
in 1848. Extension of the 2012 survey (DES 2012,166) by
40m to the N revealed no evidence of further enclosures,
only vague high resistance anomalies in the ‘garden’ area to
the N of the structures discovered in 2012.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR (intended)
Funder: Peeblesshire Archaeological Society and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society
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Delting
Laggan–Tormore
Watching brief
Nick Card and Richard Barton – ORCA
HU 40933 77575, HU 40715 76409, HU 40873 77532, HU 40999
76269, HU 41564 73693 and HU 44061 73681 A watching brief
was undertaken, 31 January 2011 – 1 March 2012, along the
route of a pipeline linked to the Shetland Gas Processing Plant,
as part of the Laggan–Tormore onshore works
The work identified a small number of archaeological
features and deposits preserved below the covering of blanket
peat. The most significant of these, a Neolithic/Early Bronze
Age dwelling situated on a natural mound close to Firths Voe,
was subject to further intrusive investigation (DES 2011, 170).
Other features, examined fully as part of the watching brief,
were post-medieval in date, and consisted of stone-built drains
and relict peat-cuttings
A number of deposits containing preserved root, branch
and other vegetative material were recorded. The material,
which was dominated by birch, provides important
palaeoenvironmental information relevant to the study of the
early human occupation of Shetland. Close to Firths Voe, these
plant material-rich layers were interrupted by a thick layer of
sand, which may perhaps indicate inundation or significant
environmental change.
Archive: Shetland Amenity Trust and RCAHMS
Funder: Allseas UK Ltd

Scatsta Quarry
Survey and evaluation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HU 380 721 A programme of walkover survey and trial
trenching was undertaken, November 2013 – October 2014, in
advance of the development (extension) of a quarry at Scatsta.
Several known sites were revisited and two new sites were
identified; these are likely to be of 20th-century date and to
relate to wartime activity in the area.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: EMN Plant Ltd

Shetland Gas Processing Plant
Watching brief
Nick Card and Richard Barton – ORCA
HU 41131 73980, HU 40882 76258 and HU 41034 75951 A
watching brief was undertaken, 28 April 2010 – 25 August
2011, during peat stripping on the site of the processing
plant, its access road and other ancillary works, as part of the
Laggan–Tormore onshore works.
The work identified a number of archaeological features
and deposits preserved below the covering of blanket peat.
The more significant of these included a sub-circular dwelling
with a hearth setting, a number of cairns, a possible cist, an
area of in situ burning and extensive lengths of enclosure
earthworks of hill dykes. These were of Neolithic and/or

Early Bronze Age date and all were subject to further stages
of intrusive investigations (DES 2011, 170).
The work also identified and recorded more heavily disturbed
deposits. These included further possible prehistoric structures
and laid surfaces, of which only small areas survived, a probable
stone-getting pit of uncertain date, and a number of relict peat
cutting works. Also recorded and sampled were a number of
deposits containing preserved root, branch and vegetative
material. These assemblages were dominated by birch and
provide important palaeoenvironmental evidence relevant to
the study of the early human occupation of Shetland.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Total E and P UK Ltd

Sullom Voe
Watching brief
Nick Card and Richard Barton – ORCA
HU 40755 75503 and HU 40610 75922 A watching brief was
undertaken, 21 February – 9 May 2014, along the route of a
condensate pipeline linking the Shetland Gas Processing
Plant and the Sullom Voe Terminal. No deposits or features
of archaeological significance were identified during the
watching brief. However, an isolated spread of stone material,
with possible structural elements, was exposed by the
groundworks. This stone spread may indicate the presence
of former structures close to the area of the current scheme
of works. A number of deposits identified, recorded and
sampled on site may provide important palaeoenvironmental
evidence relevant to the study of the early human occupation
of Shetland.
Archive: Shetland Amenity Trust and RCAHMS
Funder: BP PLC and IKM Consulting

Dunrossness
Toab
Survey
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HU 388 111, HU 389 092 and HU 389 094 A walkover survey
was conducted in March 2014 in advance of the proposed
development of a slipway at Toab. Two alternative routes
at Scat Ness, to the SW of Sumburgh Airport, were also
investigated. A total of 23 sites were identified; of these,
2 lay within the vicinity of Toab and 21 lay in the alternative
route areas. The remains range from possible prehistoric and
medieval structures to crofting and wartime remains, and
include several newly identified sites.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Royal Haskoning DHV

Lerwick
Anderson High School, Clickimin
Survey, evaluation and excavation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HU 46501 41459 A phased programme of walkover survey,
instrument survey, trial trenching and excavation was
undertaken, January – November 2014, in advance of a
proposed development. The site is located on Staney Hill,
in the vicinity of Clickhimin Broch. A total of 20 sites were
located and these included several prehistoric houses and
cairns, structures of medieval/post-medieval date and
wartime remains. A representative sample of these features
was trial trenched to confirm their identification and more
extensive excavation was conducted on key sites.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Shetland Islands Council
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North Hoo Field
Watching brief
Rick Barton – Rick Barton Archaeological Consultancy
HU 46197 42863 to HU 45619 42748 A watching brief was
undertaken, 19–29 May 2014, during the excavation of a cable
track between the site of a wind turbine at North Hoo Field
and the Shetland Biomass Plant at Gremista. No archaeological
finds or features were identified. However, the presence
of ombrotrophic blanket bog over glacial till and exposed
bedrock should be considered of archaeological interest due
to the wealth of palaeoenvironmental evidence it contains.
Extensive peat cutting had been undertaken in the NW of
the area, with evidence for both modern and eroded historic
workings. This cutting explains the apparent denuded nature of
the peat moorland towards the summit of North Hoo Field. In the
lower slopes on the E face of the hill of North Hoo Field there has
been an attempt to improve the soils, resulting in the succession
of agricultural grasses rather than heather clad moorland. The
peat deposits are generally undisturbed at c1m deep and they
may potentially preserve features of archaeological interest.
Report: Shetland SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: North Fish (Shetland) Ltd

Staney Hill, Lerwick
Survey
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HU 462 416 A programme of walkover and instrument survey
was undertaken in April 2014 in advance of a proposed housing
development on Staney Hill. A total of 36 sites were recorded,
ranging from prehistoric houses and cairns to crofting and
wartime remains.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Hjaltland Housing

Tingwall
Scalloway Castle
Evaluation and watching brief

Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HU 405 393 A programme of trial trenching and monitoring
was undertaken, January – June 2014, in advance of
development on land adjacent to Scalloway Castle. The
majority of the deposits uncovered relate to late 19th- to 20thcentury redevelopment and landscaping works. No features
were found which could be securely associated with the
construction or use of the castle. A wall of uncertain date was
discovered and has been safeguarded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scalloway Museum

Unst
Collaster, Unst
Excavation and standing building survey
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
HP 58100 07400 As part of the National Trust for Scotland’s
Thistle Camp working holidays and in partnership with
local residents, a landscape survey and test excavation was
carried out, 19–30 June 2014, on the site of a potential Iron
Age roundhouse and midden. The excavation uncovered
a large amount of prehistoric pottery and evidence of the
structural make-up of the roundhouse and its internal layers.
Standing building surveys were also carried out at the nearby
abandoned farmsteads of Bool, Scarpa and Collaster.
Archive: RCAHMS (intending)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

SOUTH AYRSHIRE
Ayr
Doonholm Road, Alloway
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 338 181 An 8% trial trenching evaluation was carried out on

Volunteers identifying the extent of the prehistoric roundhouse at Collaster
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3 October 2014 in advance of a proposed housing development
at Doonholm Road. A total of five trenches of varying lengths
and alignments were excavated across the site. The only
features recorded were some modern field drains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CgMs Consulting Ltd

Doonholm Road, Ayr
Evaluation
Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 34089 17800 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
10–13 March 2014, on land S of Doonholm Road in advance
of a proposed housing development. A total of 38 trenches,
equivalent to 8% of the 6ha development area were excavated.
The remains of a trackway, probably dating to the mid-18th
century, but possibly earlier, were recorded in three trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Miller Homes

Dunkeld
Olympic Business Park, Dundonald
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 356 357 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 22–23 July 2014, in advance of the development
of a recycling plant. The ten trenches excavated indicated
that a fair level of disturbance had taken place across the
site. This disturbance was mainly associated with modern
activity, including the construction of the Nylon Plant in
the 1960s, the dumping of infill material onto the site to
construct a car park, and remedial work associated with the
current recycling centre.
The remains of rig and furrow and associated finds, which
were 20th-century in date, were recorded at a depth of 0.8m,
indicating that agriculture had taken place on the site prior
to the deposition of the made ground. The presence of this
material also suggests that earlier material may potentially
survive undisturbed below the made ground, but further
investigation was not required as these deposits will not be
disturbed by work on the site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS HER
Funder: William Hamilton

Girvan
Grangestone Industrial Estate, Ladywell
Watching brief
Kevin Mooney and John Atkinson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 20427 00402 A watching brief was undertaken, 24 February
– 4 April 2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a series of anaerobic digestion tanks and
associated infrastructure at land adjacent to Grangestone
Industrial Estate. A wealth of evidence of archaeological
activity was found throughout the area with intense prehistoric
activity visible on the hillside.

green before the fountain was built in 1876. A geophysical
survey was undertaken, 26–27 November 2013, which aimed
to map drainage features in the court and provide information
to help address a persistent drainage problem.
The GPR survey conducted with a 500MHz antenna, with
data collected at 0.02m intervals along traverses 0.5m apart on
an orthogonal grid, located a complex network of presumed
drainage features, with the data suggesting various phases
of drainage systems throughout the site. More substantial
services also appear to have been located within the area.
Numerous, more amorphous, anomalies were also noted,
mostly towards the eastern and western limits of the survey
area, which are thought to indicate localised variations in
the subsoil due to landscaping activity.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Monkton and Prestwick
Main Street, Monkton
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 357 277 An evaluation was undertaken, 13–14 June 2014,
in advance of redevelopment work at 13–19 Main Street. The
excavated trenches mainly contained dirty silts with a clay
and/or silty subsoil. The eastern edge of the site had been
disturbed by the construction of a large c1950s billboard and
a trench for services. The only features of interest were two
possible walls; however, the associated finds and subsequent
cartographic research suggest that these date to the mid-19th
century at the earliest.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS HER
Funder: Architectural Design Services

Tarbolton Road, Monkton
Standing building recording, evaluation and watching brief
Diana Sproat and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 35868 27728 (manse) and NS 35839 27707 (stables)
A programme of archaeological work was undertaken, 22–27
May 2014, in advance of development work at Tarbolton
Road. The development includes the part demolition and
renovation of the listed Old Manse and Stables, which were
built in the 1820s, and stand to the E of the development area.
A survey of the now abandoned Old Manse revealed that it
had been converted into flats, with partition walls fitted to
create a small entrance lobby for each flat. The majority of
the original fireplaces had been removed, although some
nice cast iron fireplace surrounds remain, with a particularly
fine example in the front room on the ground floor.
A total of five evaluation trenches located no finds or features
of archaeological significance. However, a NW–SE oriented
stone culvert was identified to the E of the main house, and
this will be reused in the development.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Miller Homes

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: William Grant and Sons Distillers
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Kirkoswald

Avendale

Culzean Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NS 23265 10285 The Fountain Court of Culzean Castle was
originally a wide and deep natural gully which was infilled
and levelled in the 18th century. The area contained a bowling

East Overton Farm, Strathaven
Evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 7101 4539 An 8% evaluation was undertaken, 28 July –
6 August 2014, on a 6.5ha site in advance of a proposed
residential development. The remains of rig and furrow
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cultivation were recorded in every trench. However, a
cropmark identified on aerial photographs was found to be
natural in origin.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barratt Homes West

Blantyre
Blantyre Lodge, David Livingstone Centre
Excavation
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 69467 58476 Two small test trenches were excavated,
9–15 June 2014, as part of a community dig on the site of
the 19th-century Mill Manager’s House. The excavation did
not go any deeper than topsoil but, nonetheless, retrieved
a number of interesting small finds, including coins and
jewellery and uncovered the uppermost surviving courses
of the lodge.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

David Livingstone Centre
Watching brief
Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 69502 58517 A watching brief was carried out on 14
July 2014 during assessment and repair work to an area of
subsidence in the road surface to the SW of the tenement
building at Shuttle Row, David Livingstone Centre. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Bothwell
Bothwell Parish Church
Watching brief
Jamie Humble and Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 70490 58604 A watching brief was undertaken,
13 November – 4 December 2013, during development
work associated with the fitting of new services to the
church. A large number of exploratory excavations were
undertaken around the church and within the confines
of the churchyard to identify existing drainage, some of
which dates back to the 19th century, possibly earlier. As
well as a number of overburden deposits related to the
latest renovations of the church, there was a large highly
compacted yellow clay layer of redeposited natural within
which were a number of disarticulated bones. At least one
possible coffin burial was also identified, although only
a very small area of this was exposed, and it was left in
situ and covered over. An old stone culvert was found to
the E side of the church, which was largely exposed and
consisted of a stone-lined drain.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tod and Taylor Architects on behalf of Bothwell
Parish Church

Cambuslang
Newton Farm, Cambuslang
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 666 615 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in advance of a residential development
at Newton Farm. An evaluation undertaken in June
2014 identified three areas (A–C) as having substantial
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archaeological remains relating to the post-medieval
settlement of Newton. The topsoil was stripped from these
areas and an excavation was undertaken, 12–29 August
2014, of the exposed remains.
Area A contained several linear and curvilinear ditches,
oriented E–W, and a number of truncated pits and postholes.
A substantial assemblage of Scottish reduced ware pottery
and iron slag was retrieved from the features. No domestic
structures relating to the settlement were recorded.
Area B contained a 16 x 6m segment of the former Main
Street on an alignment that would match that shown on
the Roy map of 1747–55. The street was composed of subangular cobbles and larger rectangular sandstone kerbstones
set directly into the natural. A large assemblage of mixed
ceramics was retrieved from the street surface.
Area C revealed the foundations of the former 19th-century
estate offices, as shown on the 1st Edition OS map of 1864.
The phased construction of these buildings was apparent,
with an earlier, possibly 17th-century structure, incorporated
within the later development.
The remnants of an additional sandstone structure were
also recorded, though these had been heavily truncated by
later Victorian construction. This structure is thought to
be the remains of the original Newton House, which was
destroyed by fire in 1625, and may be the building shown
on the Pont map of 1573–96. These remains were set on a
slightly different alignment to the later structures. A single
body sherd of Scottish reduced ware was retrieved during
the cleaning of this feature.
A walkover survey of the area provided further landscape
evidence for the post-medieval occupation of Newton. This
consisted of a crossroads and avenue of trees both shown on
the Roy map and also the remains of a sunken lane leading
to Cambuslang.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Taylor Wimpey

Carluke
Smiddy Cottage, Kilncadzow
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 8840 4840 An 8% evaluation was undertaken on
15 August 2014 in advance of the development of housing
and an equestrian complex at Smiddy Cottage. A total of nine
trenches, of varying lengths and alignments were excavated.
The work recorded a number of rubble and ceramic tile
drains and agricultural furrows.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr S Beveridge

Carnwath
Murray Terrace, Carnwath
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 983 464 A watching brief was undertaken on 6 September
2014 during the digging of foundation trenches for an
extension to an existing structure. A deposit of topsoil was
found to be overlying the original topsoil, which contained
19th- and 20th-century finds. Cartographic sources show that
an extension had been added to the original building in c1911
and it is possible that the deposited topsoil was associated
with this work. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS HER
Funder: Mr C McCulloch

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE
Newbigging Mill Quarry
Watching brief and excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0283 4505 As part of an ongoing programme of
archaeological work associated with the extension of the
quarry a watching brief, during topsoil stripping, and a
subsequent excavation were undertaken, 1–16 September
2014. A number of features including the western extension
of the Neolithic cursus monument revealed during the 2009
and 2012 excavations were recorded. Furthermore, two
isolated pits and a pit grouping that may continue further
W were also recorded. These proved to be broadly similar in
nature to the features recorded by excavations in 2007, 2009
and 2012 prior to previous extensions of the quarry. The
excavation also produced a small assemblage of prehistoric
ceramics.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tarmac Ltd

Crawford
March Burn to Little Clyde Roman Road, Howecleuch
Desk-based assessment, survey and evaluation
Ray Cachart, Chris Fyles and David Perry – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NT 0286 1469 (Area 01), NT 0257 1400 (Area 02), NT 0118
1479 (Area 03), NT 0053 1478 (Area 05) and NT 0105 1448
(evaluation) A phased programme of archaeological work
was undertaken, 12 November 2013 – 30 July 2014, on four
areas of a scheduled Roman road which had been disturbed
during preparations for tree felling. The Roman road, which
runs in a N–S direction, is partially overlain by an 18thcentury road.
A walkover survey of the four areas revealed that Areas
01 and 02 had sustained damage due to tree felling, ground
preparation and machine access. Area 03 had been damaged
by the installation of a passing place cut into the roadside
embankment, and Area 05 had beeen damaged by the
cutting of a ‘bench’ for stacking logs into sloping ground
beside the road and machine access.
Following the assessment a mitigation programme,
consisting of the cleaning and recording of the disturbed
areas was carried out. This work recorded some evidence of
possible Roman or later road metalling in Areas 01 and 02.
An evaluation, in the form of test pitting, was also
undertaken on the site of a proposed bridge and road
realignment at the Fopperbeck Burn ford. A total of five
test pits, each measuring 1 x 3m, were hand excavated. A
course of metalling, below the present forestry road, was
recorded in Test Pit 04, and it is considered that that this
may represent an earlier road surface, possibly belonging to
the medieval or even Roman period.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fountains Forestry

Dalserf
Nairn Street, Larkhall
Evaluation and excavation
Maureen Kilpatrick and Kevin Mooney – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 758 508 Following a 7% evaluation of a 7.5ha development
site an excavation was undertaken, 14 June – 5 September
2014, of the remains of a prehistoric roundhouse, possible
segmented ring ditch and associated pits and postholes. A
substantial quantity of prehistoric ceramic was recovered
along with a fragment of a perforated shale disc.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bracewell Stirling Consulting

Dolphinton
South Melbourne Farm
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0880 4400 A watching brief was undertaken on 24
February 2014 during ground-breaking work associated
with the construction of a 5 x 5m concrete base for a wind
turbine. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Realise Renewables

Townfoot Farm, Dolphinton
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 100 456 A watching brief was carried out on 29
January 2014 during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of the base for a wind turbine and associated
access and cable tracks. The base covered an area of 5m2
and the track covered a distance of 30m from the base to
the current farmyard. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: VG Energy

East Kilbride
Newlands Dairy
Evaluation
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NS 6050 5230 An evaluation was undertaken, 26–30 August
2013, in advance of a residential development at Newlands
Dairy. A total of 35 trenches were excavated covering 8%
(1602m2) of the development area. The majority of the
trenches contained a topsoil overlying a clay or sandy clay
subsoil. A linear stone-filled feature, a culvert and modern
brick walls, possibly associated with a chicken coop, were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Lamington and Wandel
Lamington Primary School
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair and Rowena Thomson – GUARD
Archaeology Ltd
NS 97773 30966 A watching brief was undertaken on 24
April 2013 during the demolition of the existing school and
groundwork associated with development of a new school.
The area was considered of interest due to its proximity to
a Roman fort and fortlet, and a medieval church. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded in
the area of the old school, the site compound or a drainage
pipeline in an adjacent field.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: South Lanarkshire Council

Lanark
High Street, Lanark
Watching brief
Rowena Thomson and Warren Bailie – GUARD
Archaeology Ltd
NS 88196 43639 A watching brief was undertaken on
3 October 2014 during ground-breaking work associated
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with the demolition of an existing extension behind 18
High Street. No features of archaeological significance
were recorded and the only find was a single sherd of postmedieval green-glazed reduced ware.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: A Siddique

Langloch Farm
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 9078 4215 A watching brief was carried out on 17 June
2014 during topsoil stripping associated with redevelopment
work. The soil was stripped from two areas to the W and S
of the farmstead.
A small group of pits was uncovered in the area to the S,
one of which contained stone packing surrounding the void
of a large post. The nature of the fill in all pits recorded in
this area suggest that they may be prehistoric.
Two stone structures were uncovered in the area to the
W. One was a large rectangular cobbled area, which was
sitting in a shallow cut in the natural, and framed to the
N and S by insubstantial partly mortared stone walls.
The other structure was the western end of a stonebuilt building, which was protruding from the E side of
the stripped area. Cartographic evidence suggests that
both these structures date to the second half of the 19 th
century. A number of parallel gullies, recorded running
E–W and in alignment with the cobbled structure, were
considered to be associated and contemporary to the
structures.

Happendon to Carluke Water Mains Rehabilitation
Watching brief
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 855 429 A watching brief was undertaken, 3 July – 21
August 2013, during the installation of a water pipe and
associated wayleave at Kirkfieldbank. A stone drain was
recorded during the work, but no trace of the Peebles–
Castledykes–Loudon Hill–Irvine Roman Road that is known
to be in the vicinity was found.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Stonebyres Farm
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 8355 4190 A watching brief was carried out, 9–14
July 2014, during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a wind turbine and associated crane pads
and access tracks. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: VG Energy

Libberton
Libberton
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Clydesdale Community Initiative

Lesmahagow
Crossbank Livery Centre, Blair Road, Crossford
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 824 457 A watching brief was undertaken on 8 September
2014 during topsoil stripping associated with the
development of a house, small stable and drive. The work
revealed a fairly shallow silty topsoil overlying a clayey silty
subsoil. Two small sections of the area had been previously
disturbed by the insertion of a water pipe and an area of hard
standing. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS HER
Funder: Mr and Mrs Forster

Glebe Medical Centre, Abbeygreen
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 814 400 A watching brief was undertaken, 15–29 April
2014, during the construction of an extension to the
medical centre. The site was considered of interest due to
the possible presence of a lade in the area. The excavations
revealed that the area had been previously disturbed by the
large trees growing in the area and the laying of services.
Although no structural remains were found, a demolition
layer was uncovered on the probable line of the lade. This
layer was dated to the 20th century, indicating that this is
when the lade went out of use. Two sherds of unstratified
late medieval green glaze pottery were also found, which
have been speculatively dated to the late 14th to early 16th
century.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS HER
Funder: Dr A Christie and Partners
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The Libberton Romano-British enamelled disc brooch (Drawn by
Alan Braby)
NS 98 43 An unusual Romano-British enamelled disc
brooch, most likely of 2nd-century date, was found during
metal detecting near Libberton. The raised, rounded outer
edge has a scalloped inner margin forming the boundary
of the enamelled field. It rises to a central flat-topped
peak with a hollow for a black glass inlay held by a central
copper-alloy rivet, now lost. A white metal rim around the
glass was probably lead used to fasten it. The surrounding
field is of opaque red enamel with a design formed by the

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE/STIRLING

outer scalloped edge, a circle of reserved dots, and an inner
edge of triangles forming a ray starburst design. The rear
has fragmentary fittings for a lost sprung pin. D 40mm, H
8.5mm. It is of Mackreth type Plate 2g4.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 97/14), allocated to Biggar
Museum Trust

Rutherglen
Downiebrae Road, Rutherglen
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 622 624 A watching brief was undertaken, 16
September – 6 December 2013, during development work
at Downiebrae Road. The work was considered of interest
as the development could have potentially affected part of
the site of Farme Colliery, which was the home of the 1810
Newcomen winding engine. Little is known about how the
engine system worked and although the buildings related to
the colliery have been demolished, there was potential to
uncover features or material below the current ground/yard
surface which could provide additional information about
the engine and the evolution of the site.
The work revealed a number of brick walls and a cobbled
road which probably related to the colliery. The brick marks
recorded indicated that the brick structures dated to the late
19th century at the earliest. Two substantial cast iron pipes
were also uncovered, the size of which indicated industrial
use. After the colliery was closed in 1931, the structures
were demolished presumably more or less to ground level
with the entire area then being built up.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS HER
Funder: South Lanarkshire Council

Stonehouse
Strathaven Road, Stonehouse
Evaluation
Liam Mckinstry – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 742 456 An 8% evaluation was carried out, 9–16 December
2013, in advance of a proposed residential development
on a 4.8ha site at Strathaven Road. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded in the trial
trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Barratt Homes West

STIRLING
Aberfoyle
Aberfoyle Slate Quarries
Survey
John Pickin
NN 5050 0310 A walkover survey and assessment was
carried out, 27–28 January 2014, at the Aberfoyle Slate
Quarries. The quarries were worked intermittently from
the mid-16th century until the 1850s but production
increased rapidly in the second half of the 19th century.
By the early 1900s Aberfoyle was one of the most
productive slate quarries in Scotland but output fell in the
interwar years and quarrying ceased altogether in 1954.
The survey identified five main zones of quarrying
covering an area of c40ha. The remains include seven
quarry workings with distinctive access cuttings, a series of
associated spoil tips, a number of slate dressing sheds and

The remains of open-fronted slate-dressing sheds at the Aberfoyle slate quarries
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an inclined tramway with a drum or wheel house. Evidence
was also found for a network of tramways within the quarry
complex. The condition of the site, especially in the higher
area, is comparatively good and the survey was able to link
some spoil tips to individual workings and identify a basic
chronology for the development of the quarries.
Archive: FCS, RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Balfron
Balgair Muir
Field visit
George Currie
NS 59181 89818 A lime kiln was noted at a distance of 90m
S of Broughmore Wood, there is a circular enclosure with an
interior measurement of 2.4m E–W and 2.1m N–S. The walls
measure a maximum of 1.5 x 0.6m and the entrance is to the
SE. It is associated with limestone quarrying 100m to the W.

Broughmore Wood 1
Field visit
George Currie
NS 58633 90037 At a distance of 125m W of NS59SE 40, on an
outcrop sloping to the N, a boss with a small central cup mark
and adjacent to the E a boss with a single ring. Two metres
further E are five small cups, and five metres E of these a line
of at least five cups.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Broughmore Wood 2
Field visit
George Currie
NS 58690 90067 At a distance of 60m W of NS59SE 40, on
an outcrop sloping to the N, a rosette of eight cups surrounds
a central cup, two of the surrounding cups form a bar-bell.
There are an additional two cup marks 0.6m to the W.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Buchanan

Broughmore Wood
Field visit
George Currie.
NS 58743 90091 (centred on) The most striking features of
the site are the number of bosses, four rosettes of eight cups
surrounding a central cup with another 60m to the W and the
association with quern stone rough outs. Further markings
and panels on the outcrop near NS59SE 40 include:
1) A line of five deep cups curtailed by a dyke, a large boss
with a central cup, two smaller bosses with central cups. A
groove from the ring of one of the bosses creates a wide arc
leading to two shallow cups. There is a possible quern stone
rough out to the S.
2) Two small rosettes, 150mm apart, consisting of eight
cups surrounding a single cup and a further two cup marks
to the W of the westernmost rosette. There is also a group of
at least seven large bosses, some with central cups and others
connected by their rings.
3) A rosette of eight cups surrounding a large central cup
with an outlying large cup. At least four large bosses, and a
motif with clear pick marks that could be construed as a
‘footprint’. There is also a possible quern stone rough out,
measuring 0.7m in diameter.

Burn of Mar, Milton of Buchanan
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Jennifer Robertson
NS 43771 92851 – NS 44360 90510 A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken, October 2011 – November
2012, in advance of the construction of a hydro-electric scheme on
the Burn of Mar. A total of 26 archaeological sites, incorporating
48 individual monuments were recorded. The most significant
were a previously unrecorded prehistoric burial cist and cairn,
and the two pre-improvement farmsteads of Culleden and Cuir.
NS 44305 90903 – NS 44477 90926 (1) Stone wall
NS 44475 90623 – NS 44508 91000 (2) Stone wall
NS 44650 90860 – NS 44449 91139 (3) Woodland enclosure
NS 44446 91154 (centred on) (4) Rubble heap
NS 44328 91405 – NS 44620 91245 (5) Stone wall
NS 44501 91305 – NS 44514 91348 (6) Track
NS 44526 91342 (7a) Structure
NS 44524 91348 (7b) Mound
NS 44670 91340 – NS 44550 91530 (8) Woodland enclosure
NS 44501 91603 – NS 44559 91541 (9) Stone wall
NS 44325 91405 – NS 44595 92317 (10) Track
NS 44557 91544 – NS 44648 91682 (11) Stone wall, possibly
the site of a former structure, associated with Cuir Farmstead.
NS 44590 91797 (12) Mound, possibly the remains of a turf
structure, associated with Cuir Farmstead.
NS 44636 92056 – NS 44794 91892 – NS 44763 92019 (13)
Enclosure, possibly associated with Cuir Farmstead.
NS 44541 92443 (centred on) (14) Cul an Eudainn/Culleden
Farmstead, comprising one stone house (14g) and three
rudimentary structures, associated with a complex field system.
NS 44446 92613 – 44858 92501 (15) Stone wall
NS 44594 92559 – NS 44458 92454 (16) Track – The West
Highland Way
NS 44657 92586 (17) Wall fragment
NS 44746 92543 (18) Prehistoric cist and cairn
NS 44799 92605 (centred on) (19) Rig and furrow
NS 44863 92490 (20) Stone wall
NS 43774 92963 (21) House
NS 44175 90842 – NS 44360 90505 (22) Lade for the mill at
Milton of Buchanan
NS 44650 90865 – NS 44735 90855 (23) Stone wall
NS 44672 91343 – NS 44850 91160 (24) Stone wall
NS 44705 91395 – NS 45108 91920 (25) Stone wall
NS 44630 91630 (centred on) (26) Cuir Farmstead (site of)

Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

A possible quern stone rough out is visible in the foreground, with a
rosette of cups in the background, on this rock at Broughmore Wood
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr J Graham
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Callander
Keltie Water Hydro
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 6385 1374 – NN 6380 1118 and NN 6331 1311 – NN 6415
1305 A walkover survey was undertaken on 4 October 2014
along the revised route of a proposed hydro-electric scheme on
the Keltie Water to the N of Callander. The original route was
surveyed in 2013 (DES 2013, 180). No previously unrecorded
features of archaeological significance were encountered
during the 2014 survey.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS HER
Funder: Drummond Estate

Dunblane and Lecropt
Stonehill Farm, Dunblane
Metal detector survey
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NN 80174 00882 A metal detector survey was undertaken,
26–28 November 2013, along the proposed lines of drainage
associated with development work. A total area of 2600m²
was surveyed (a 4m wide band along 640m of drainage). The
majority of finds were of 19th- and 20th-century date, related
to farming activity and were not retained. Items of interest,
which were retained consisted of a silver ring, a copper alloy
decorative object, a partial horse shoe, a George V halfpenny
and an unidentified metal object.
During the course of the survey a stone slab was noted at
NN 80155 00875, in the field W of the current farm house. The
client and the local area archaeologist have been informed of
the presence of this possible inhumation cist and it will be
left in situ. An additional possible cist (NN 80232 00909) was
noted by the client on 9 December 2013 on the line of the

new eastern access to the development. This cist will require
excavation prior to the construction of the new access road.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Realm Construction

Kenmore
Creag Ard 14
Field visit
George Currie
NN 62689 34420 A 2m high outcrop, 20m N of the deserted
township of Creag Ard, bears three cup marks.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Creag Ard 15
Field visit
George Currie
NN 62657 34461 An outcrop 5m to the S of the deserted
township of Creag Ard bears two small cup marks, both 40 x
10mm.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Creag Ard 16
Field visit
George Currie
NN 62581 34317 A boulder 9m W of NN63SW 32 bears two
cup marks.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Creag Ard 17
Field visit
George Currie
NN 61858 33926 A prominent 0.8m high outcrop, 140m W of
the deserted settlement of Alt Breaclaich, bears five cup marks.
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Photograph of the cist and cairn near the Burn of Mar, from SE, with Conic Hill behind (see page 186)
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Cuiltean
Field visit
George Currie
NN 61690 33305 A prominent boulder, 1.9 x 1.0 x 0.8m, 200m
NE of the deserted township of Cuiltean, bears two cup marks.
The central cup measures 60 x 15mm and the other to the E 60
x 20mm.

dry stone rectangular structures as well as ‘boulder-based
structures’, where a large natural boulder forms one side of a
dry stone shelter or enclosure. A single circular enclosure and
a short section of dry stone wall were also identified.

Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Kincardine

Killin

Coldoch Broch
Vegetation clearance, excavation and laser scanning
Fiona Isobel Watson, Phil Richardson, Jonathan Wordsworth
and Murray Cook
NS 69639 98128 A programme of vegetation clearance, test
pitting and laser scanning was undertaken at Coldoch Broch.
The work which was undertaken, 27 February – 1 March 2014,
formed part of the Lowland Brochs Project funded by Forestry
Commission Scotland.
The vegetation clearance and test pitting was carried out
by the Archaeology Scotland Adopt-a-Monument team,
with support from Jonathan Wordsworth, staff from Stirling
Council and volunteers, in an area outside of the scheduled
area at the broch. A subsequent phase of work consisted of the
laser scanning of the broch and the production of drawings by
AOC Archaeology Group.

A82 Crianlarich Bypass
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NN 3811 2532 A watching brief was undertaken, 18 September
2013 – 24 June 2014, during the construction of a bypass road
around Crianlarich. Three 19th- and 20th-century dumping
grounds were located within the peat deposits on site. These
dumps contained a range of artefacts including ceramic plates
and bottles, glass bottles, leather boots and a broken horsedrawn cart. Two post-medieval finds were also found in the
peat deposits at the N of the development area.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: RJ McLeod (Contractors) Ltd

Chaorach
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NN 4548 2742 (centred on) A walkover survey was undertaken,
19–20 May 2014, in advance of a planned hydro-electric scheme
at Chaorach. The proposed outlet site will be positioned
several hundred metres away from the remains of Rob Roy
Macgregor’s house. A total of ten features, which form shieling
settlements were identified, and it was recommended that the
pipeline route should be adjusted to avoid these features.
NN 46118 25032 The first settlement consisted of three
dry stone structures, one with an annexe, along the side of
Chaorach Burn.
NN 45537 26643 The second settlement consisted of several

Dry stone shieling with annexe alongside Chaorach Burn
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Archive and report: HAS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

Archive and report: Archaeology Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland, Adopt-a-Monument
(support in kind), Murray Cook and Fiona Isobel Watson

Logie
Blairforkie Drive
Evaluation
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NS 7869 9782 An evaluation was undertaken, 12–16 August 2013,
in advance of a housing development at Blairforkie Drive. A total
of six trenches, covering c5% (96m2), were excavated across
the area. A probable 20th-century floor surface and wall, plus
a probable lade wall were discovered. All of the other trenches
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were predominantly filled with demolition material used for
reclaiming ground from the original route of the River Allan.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Castle Law, Dumyat
Survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 8324 9736 A topographic survey was undertaken on 30
April 2014 of the fort known as Castle Law, c400m SW of
the summit of Dumyat. The site was surveyed in 1963 by
the RCAHMS, and the description given at that time remains
largely unchanged by the current survey.
The site occupies a craggy buttress with commanding views
over the hillfoots area and the Forth plain to the S, and makes
use of the naturally defensive location formed by cliffs and
gullies to the N, E and S. The central area of the site consists of
a dun-like enclosure (I), comprising a substantial rubble wall,
up to 4m thick in places and sub-oval in plan. No facing stones
were obvious and the position of the entrance is not apparent,
though the RCAHMS are probably correct in estimating that
this was located in the SW area. The interior of the enclosure
is largely featureless, though a crescentic depression in the SE
area could represent the remains of a building. Two walkers’
cairns have been constructed on the rampart, one in the
SW and a second in the NE; the latter is not marked on the
RCAHMS plan of 1963 and as such has probably been built
since that date.
To the E of enclosure, two light earthworks (II and III)
curve across the promontory. The innermost of these, II, is
c1m wide and appears to respect the curve of enclosure I,
suggesting they are contemporary, but earthwork III may
predate both features. The relationship between enclosure I
and earthwork III is not clear, but it is possible that I overlies
III, which may have originally enclosed a larger area on the
summit of the ridge. Vitrified material was observed both
within the rubble of enclosure I and in the rubble spreads
to the NW of I.
The outer areas of the fort are defined by two outworks,
IV and V. The chronology of these defences is uncertain,
and the merging of rubble from both around the entrance
area means that they cannot be separated sequentially from
one another. The innermost wall, IV, is slightly thicker,
averaging between 3–4m wide. In one area in the SW outer
face of the southern rampart, a few possible displaced
facing stones were observed, though elsewhere the rampart
is entirely ruinous. The outermost rampart, V, is of very
similar composition; vitrified material was observed in
several places in both ramparts. The outworks are conjoined
at the entrance area and, although they are ruinous, it seems
probable that they were linked, forming an entrance passage
leading to the interior. Excavation would be required in
order to demonstrate a sequence of construction.
Outside the ramparts, to the W, lighter walls have been
constructed (VI and VII), visible and turf covered banks
forming a series of enclosures. It is likely that these post
date the fort although a ruinous bank, VIII, may have helped
to define the route into the site via a natural gully leading
up the hill.
Two small structures, perhaps shielings or shelters have
been constructed from the ruins of the ramparts. The first, A,
is little more than an arc of stones built against the bedrock
outcrop to the W of the fort while B is a small circular cell dug
into the rubble collapse of rampart IV.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ochils Landscape Partnership Scheme and Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland

Port of Menteith
Over Glenny
Field visit
Paul Sorowka, C Davenport and J Fairclough – Stirling Field
and Archaeological Society
A field visit was undertaken to the area on the 29 July 2014
and recorded new cup and ring marks 62m N of Stone 67 in
the NMRS.
NN 56991 02834 An outcrop of rock bearing two cup and
ring marks was found in an area that had recently been
cleared of vegetation. The larger of the two is 180mm in
diameter and has two rings around a cup that is 70mm in
diameter and 15mm deep. The smaller has one ring around
a cup.
NN 56994 02833 A second outcrop 3.5m away from the
first bears one cup and ring mark. This is 400mm in diameter
and has four rings around a cup that is 40mm in diameter
and 10mm.

Stone 2, Over Glenny

Stirling
Randolphfield Standing Stones
Evaluation
Murray Cook and Fiona Watson – Stirling Council
NS 79444 92478 The ground of Randolphfield contains two
standing stones. These are connected in oral tradition with
a skirmish on Day 1 of the Battle of Bannockburn between
Thomas Randolph, Earl of Moray, and Sir Robert Clifford.
These stones may have been there prior to the skirmish
or have been erected in commemoration of it. At least one
stone (to the SW) was moved in the 20th century ahead of
the construction of the current Police HQ. A series of hand
dug test pits, excavated 29–31 May 2014, failed to identify
either prehistoric or medieval material. However, a slot
against the second stone to the NE confirmed that it had not
been moved in the recent past and may be in situ.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Stirling Council

Stirling Castle Esplanade
Watching brief
John Godbert – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7914 9394 A watching brief was maintained, 11–14 February
2014, during the excavation of two trenches on the esplanade of
Stirling Castle, one for the footings of a new ticket office and the
other for a new bicycle rack, both located towards the E side of
the esplanade, immediately to the NE of the E boundary wall.
The deposits revealed suggested that the ‘natural’ approach to
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the castle lay towards the NE side of both trenches. The sloping
profile of the natural bedrock and till appeared to define the
SW side of the route, the profile now largely ‘fossilised’ in the
present cobbled road up the to the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stirling Castle Esplanade
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7911 9399 A watching brief was maintained on 16 June
2014 during minor excavations for the installation of four lights
within the repaved area around the base of the Robert the
Bruce statue. The statue is located on the E side of the Castle
Esplanade. Levelling material, mostly modern, was revealed.
There were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

St Ninians
Broadleys Farm and Skeoch Farm
Survey and evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 81028 92103 (Area A), NS 81575 91757 (Area B), NS 81143
91572 (Area C) and NS 81580 91130 (Skeoch Farm) A programme
of investigations was carried out as part of work leading up to
the 700th anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn in June 2014,
in collaboration with The Centre for Battlefield Archaeology,
The National Trust for Scotland and BBC Scotland.
The work at Broadleys Farm, 2–8 November 2013, involved
57 volunteers in a metal detector survey and the excavation of
49 targeted hand dug 1m² test pits. Volunteers from the Defence
Archaeology Group (DAG) were also involved in this project.
The work at Skeoch Farm on the 15 February 2014 involved 50
volunteers in a metal detector survey.
The metal detector surveys covered c40ha, with transects
spaced at 5m intervals. The majority of the finds were of iron,
many of which remain unidentifiable. A total of 36 horseshoes
were recovered. There were also 31 copper alloy coins mainly
identified as post-17th-century in date with four of uncertain
date. A total of 17 buttons and 13 buckles of probable postmedieval date and 2 post-medieval shield harness pendants
were recovered. Of particular significance from the Skeoch
survey was the recovery of a 13th- – 14th-century copper alloy
cruciform horse harness pendant with traces of gilt on the
surface, and small traces of inset blue enamel. Two other
notable finds from previous survey work on adjacent areas
were the recovery a fragment of a possible medieval spur from
the Redhall area, and a medieval stirrup from Carse fields, to
the W of Redhall and NW of Skeoch.
The majority of the finds recovered from the test pits were
18th- – 20th-century in date. However, the finds did include
some 15th-century ceramics.

survey, a geophysical survey and the excavation of 24 targeted
hand dug 1m² test pits.
A total of 560 finds were retained from the metal detector
survey. The retained finds included 12 coins ranging from a
hammered copper alloy coin (pre-17th century) to coinage
attributable to the 19th and 20th century, although most of the
milled coins bore no identifiable marks. Other finds included
equestrian items such as 26 horse shoes (or fragments) and one
spur fragment. Also recovered were six copper alloy buttons,
two lead buttons and four buckles (two iron, two copper alloy).
The majority of the remaining finds are currently unidentified.
The discard included post-imperial coinage, agricultural
machinery debris and modern refuse.
The resistivity survey revealed several anomalies.
Unfortunately, none of the test pits targeting the anomalies
uncovered finds or features that could be definitively related to
the Bannockburn battlefield or the site of the chapel. However,
the anomalies found in the common area did correspond to
early attempts at terracing the slope at Cambusbarron. These
topographic modifications may well be contemporary with the
use of the site for the medieval chapel.
The finds from the test pits in both areas included 13th- – 15thcentury medieval ceramics. The assemblage at Cambusbarron
also included one sherd of white gritty ware, some Scottish
red ware sherds and reduced green-glazed pottery, as well
as considerable amounts of 14th- – 15th-century green-glazed
pottery sherds. The assemblage from Redhall included pottery
of similar 14th- – 15th-century date, a copper alloy tool and a
small lentoid copper alloy object with a pointed end.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and BBC Scotland

Craigend Distillery
Fieldwork
Paul Sorowka, C Davenport and L Patterson – Stirling Field and
Archaeological Society
NS 7898 8756, NS 7891 8744 and NS 7885 8701 A detailed
plan of Craigend Distillery (dated to 1798) shows the distillery
buildings, of which only one corner of a mill building survives,
together with features from the mill’s water supply system, at
NS 7898 8756.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funders: The National Trust for Scotland and BBC Scotland

Cambusbarron and Redhall
Survey and excavation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 77846 92514 and NS 81712 91148 A programme of
investigations was carried out as part of work leading up
to the 700th anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn in
June 2014, in collaboration with The Centre for Battlefield
Archaeology, The National Trust for Scotland, Stirling Council
and BBC Scotland. The work at Cambusbarron and Redhall,
22–30 August 2013, involved 44 volunteers in a metal detector
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Stone-faced dam and sluice of mill pond, Craigend Distillery
With the landowner’s permission, the society, assisted by
members of the public, spent two days at the start of June 2014
clearing undergrowth and surveying the mill site in sufficient
detail to relate the 1798 map to the 1st Edition OS map surveyed
in 1856. A small excavation was also undertaken to reveal a
robbed out wall. This confirmed our hypothesis that by 1856
the distillery had been almost totally demolished and the
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road realigned to pass through the former mill on its current
alignment. It was interesting to see that the vignette of a mill
building, which appears on the original plan is probably a
depiction of the mill that once stood on the site.
The only find of note was an unidentified and incomplete
cast iron object, parts of which were found on the surface and
in the topsoil of a second small excavation, which was carried
out across the line of the mill lade. The flat sections have cast
lugs at their edges and are held together with copper rivets. It
could be part of a bucket from the mill wheel but a positive
identification or any other suggestions would be most welcome.
The remains of the small dam that diverted water from the
burn into the lade are still visible close to the mill. At a distance
of 120m upstream (at NS 7891 8744) are the remains of a more
substantial stone-faced earth dam incorporating a sluice gate,
which once enclosed a mill pond having a surface area of
c500m2 and a depth of c1.5m. At the top of the hill (at NS 7885
8701) are the remains of another earth dam and stone culvert/
sluice. This enclosed a large reservoir, which is shown on the Ist
Edition OS map, and was probably also part of the water supply
system for the mill.
Muiralehouse Road, Bannockburn
Metal detector survey
Derek Hall
NS 805 905 A metal detector survey was carried out on
22 November 2013 in advance of the construction of two
housing developments at Muiralehouse Road. All of the
material recovered was of early modern date.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ms J McPhail

North Durieshill Farm, Bannockburn
Metal detector survey
Julie Franklin – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 80985 86378 A metal detector survey was undertaken on
11 September 2014 with assistance from the Scottish Artefact
Recovery Group in advance of the construction of a single
wind turbine and access track at North Durieshill Farm. While
within the boundary of the designated area for the Battle of
Sauchieburn, fought in 1488, no direct evidence for the battle
was recorded by the survey. Finds did include an undated
copper alloy coin consistent with similar coins minted between
1480 and 1685, but it could not be directly related to the battle.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mosscliff Environmental

Pirnhall, Bannockburn
Survey
Lindsay Dunbar, Martin Cook and Nick Johnstone –
AOC Archaeology Group
NS 80192 89291 A metal detector survey was carried out, 12–13
June 2014, in advance of a proposed development SW of a
Premier Inn at Pirnhall. No finds or evidence associated with
the Battle of Bannockburn were recorded during the survey of
the 200m2 triangular plot of land.

finds were a c20th-century bottle dump and two fragments of
clay pipe.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Dumbarton
Castle Street, Dumbarton
Watching brief
Rowena Thomson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 4000 7524 A watching brief was undertaken, 25 August –
20 October 2014, during road redevelopment work. The area
was considered of interest as medieval deposits are known
to survive in some areas of Dumbarton. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Dunbartonshire Council

Dumbarton Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 3999 7439 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained, 20
February – 2 April 2014, during excavations for the installation
of a septic tank on the shore, and the excavation of a sewage
pipe trench in the Mason’s Yard. The excavations confirmed
that the original 19th-century level of the Mason’s Yard was
created by simply backfilling the space between the 18thcentury rampart to the N and the later enclosure to the S. There
was some evidence that the upper c1.5m of the Mason’s Yard
boundary wall was narrower than the lower (majority) section
of the wall. This may reflect a parapet level, associated with the
cobbled surface.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Old Kilpatrick
North Dalnottar Cemetery
Evaluation and watching brief
Heather James – Northlight Heritage
NS 47702 73029 A programme of work was undertaken, 17
April – 28 May 2014, in advance and during the construction
of an extension to a memorial wall on the N side of North
Dalnottar Cemetery. The area was considered of interest as it
borders the Antonine Wall. The excavation of an evaluation
trench recorded a layer of small stones associated with the
construction a post-medieval wall. A subsequent watching
brief during ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of the wall recorded no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Dunbartonshire Council

Archive: AOC Archaeology Group
Funder: Walshingham Planning

WEST LOTHIAN

Strathblane

Abercorn

Campsie Road, Strathblane
Evaluation
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NS 5640 7930 An evaluation was undertaken, 27–30 January
2014, in advance of a proposed housing development. A series
of 23 trial trenches were excavated across the area, but the only

House of the Binns, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Liam McKinstry – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 050 785 A watching brief was undertaken, 22 October –
15 November 2013, during work to upgrade the driveway at the
House of the Binns. No archaeological features were recorded
DI SCO V E R Y A N D E XC AVAT I O N I N SCOT LA ND

191

W E S T LOT H I A N

Winchburgh Master Plan Area: Aerial view of the ditched enclosure under excavation (Copyright West Lothian Archaeological Trust)
but a range of post-medieval to modern pottery and glass
sherds, and one worked flint were recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Bathgate
Station Road, Armadale
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 937 673 (Area A), NS 941 673 (Area B), NS 942 674
(Area C) and NS 942 670 (Area D) An evaluation was carried
out, 9–11 June 2014, prior to a proposed development on
four land parcels (A–D), covering a total area of c6.0ha at
Station Road. The planned 8% evaluation was reduced
to 1275 linear metres due to the presence of live services,
unstable ground, bunds of topsoil and stripped areas. The
only feature recorded was rig and furrow cultivation in
Area C.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: EMA Architecture and Design Ltd
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Kirkliston
Winchburgh Master Plan Area
Evaluation, watching brief and excavation
Ian Suddaby, Gary Savory and Bruce Glendinning – CFA
Archaeology Ltd
NT 0910 7527 (Block AA), NT 0815 7525 (Block M), NT
0855 7528 (Block Q1 and Q3), NT 0908 7559 (Block Y)
and NT 0781 7487 (Glendevon Steading). As part of the
development at Winchburgh an 8% trial trenching evaluation
was undertaken, April 2013 – September 2014, in three
development blocks.
In Block AA, to the N of Winchburgh and to the E of the
Edinburgh to Glasgow railway line, 63 trenches covering
5309m2 were excavated. A double ditched enclosure with
a width of c65m, known from aerial photography, was
evaluated and then excavated to fully reveal the remains of
the sub-circular, double-ditched enclosure, of probable later
prehistoric date. The evidence from the fills of the inner ditch
indicates there was a large stone wall or rampart. The only
evidence of internal features was two pits or postholes located
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in the southern half of the enclosure. There was no evidence
of recutting of the ditches and the lack of extensive silting
prior to the incorporation of the stone wall or rampart into the
fill of the inner ditch suggests a relatively short duration for
the life of the site.
In Block M, 39 trenches covering 3420m2 were excavated.
No features other than rig and furrow were identified.
In Blocks Q1 and Q3, 69 trenches covering 6157m2 were
excavated. A linear boundary ditch and a modern pit were
recorded, as was rig and furrow.
In Block Y trenches covering 6157m2 were excavated.
A linear boundary ditch and agricultural furrows were
identified.
In the area forming access to Blocks CC and DD, trenches
covering 360m2 were excavated and agricultural furrows were
recorded.
A watching brief took place to the S of Glendevon Steading.
The work recorded part of a deep culvert that reportedly ran
from a mill pond to the NW of the site through the steading
and into an unnamed burn to the S of the steading. The
culvert itself was contained in a cut c4m deep. A series of
postholes were revealed in the sides of the cut for the culvert
and these are presumed to have housed shoring used during
its construction. No finds were recovered, but the culvert is
presumed to date to the first half of the 19th century.
Archive: WoSAS HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Sigma Capital Group Ltd

Kirknewton
Linburn, Kirknewton
Evaluation
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1225 6835 An evaluation was undertaken on 4 April
2014 in advance of development work at Linburn. A total
of seven evaluation trenches were excavated, covering just
over 10% (324m2) of the 0.3ha development area. A simple
stratigraphic sequence of thin topsoil overlying sandy clay
glacial till subsoil was recorded.
Archaeological features identified during the evaluation
consisted of a shallow ditch running NE–SW; possibly the
remains of a canalised water course depicted on Roy’s
map of 1747–55, and a number of rubble and ceramic field
drains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Page and Plant Ltd

Morton Farm, Easter Calder
Watching brief
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0745 6294 A watching brief was undertaken, 13 February –
4 March 2014, on all ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of a wind turbine and associated haul road, crane
base and cable trench. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scaled Energy Ltd

Linlithgow
Clarendon House Stable Block
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 00659 76743 An historic building survey was undertaken
on 26 March 2014 of a former stable block within the
Clarendon House estate to the S of Linlithgow. The building
was constructed in the 1870s as a main stable block and coach

house. The roof of the coach house has been removed and only
a walled courtyard now remains of this building. The W gable
of the stable block has probably been rebuilt in brick, possibly
in response to fire damage some time in the late 20th century.
Evidence of the fire is provided by the charred original timbers
in the hay loft. The stables contain their original panelling and
would have housed four horses and a loose box against the
S rear wall.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs C Hitchcock

High Street, Linlithgow
Watching brief, standing building recording, evaluation and
excavation
Laura Bailey – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 0024 7709 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in October 2013 on the site of a former bus
station at 81–87 High Street. The development area occupied
much of two historic burgage plots, including their frontage
on the High Street, and part of one other. An evaluation of
c6% of the development area recorded the remains of walls
and pits on the frontage, truncated by later, post-medieval
and modern construction. Variable depths of glacio-fluvial
deposits were present, rising in the N and S of the site. In the
central part of the site loam deposits, containing medieval
pottery, survived to a depth of up to 1.5m. Several features
dating to the medieval period were present beneath the
loam, cut into the interface with geological deposits. These
included probable quarry pits and cess pits backfilled with
midden material and features possibly associated with
industrial or craft processes.
The excavation of a 280m² area recorded the extent of features
recorded during an initial evaluation. Features included
several large pits, dug to obtain glacial till or sand, which was
then used as a building material, and subsequently backfilled
with midden material, plus pits of possible industrial function.
The features were concentrated in the northern and southern
parts of site and appeared to respect a boundary line. The
finds assemblage was dominated by pottery, which ranged in
date from the 12th–16th century, although the majority dated to
the 13th–15th century. Several fragments of iron working waste
were recovered suggesting that iron working was taking place
in the vicinity.
No evidence for intrusive activity dating to the postmedieval period was recorded in the excavation area. The
presence of the substantial deposit of loam suggests that
there was a change in the principal use of the backlands from
quarrying, rubbish disposal, craft and industry to small-scale
but intensive cultivation. It was not possible to determine if
the soil had been introduced or reworked on site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: McCarthy and Stone Retirement Lifestyles Ltd

Linlithgow Palace
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NT 00196 77325 As part of an ongoing programme of work,
a geophysical survey was undertaken, 15–25 November 2013,
with the aim of locating any potential buried archaeological
remains associated with Linlithgow Palace and its grounds.
Resistance survey, at 0.5m by 0.5m intervals, was carried
out over all suitable open grassed areas within the Historic
Scotland property boundary. Targeted Ground Penetrating
Radar (GPR) survey was carried out immediately to the W and
E of the Palace.
These surveys identified a wealth of anomalies across the
Palace Park and Peel. There is a wide variation in the nature
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of response and the background level of resistance across
the site. Most striking is a very well defined area of relatively
uniform, low resistance immediately to the NW and N of the
Palace, which is thought to indicate the possible extent of the
previously known midden deposits. There are also marked
variations in the level of response in the lower lying park
area to the E of the Palace, where land has been reclaimed,
resulting in rapid changes in the underlying soils from sands
and gravels to silts.
To the W and N of the Palace numerous archaeologically
significant anomalies have been detected by the resistance
survey including ditches, possible walls and evidence of
terracing. While some of the anomalies detected are visible
in aerial photographs taken during the 1988 drought, far
more detail is provided within the resistance data. Many
of the anomalies detected have already been revealed by
limited excavations in 2001 and 2002, but the resistance
survey has placed these excavated features in their wider
context. Overall, although interpretation is cautious in
some cases due to the extensive landscaping of the site
over the centuries, the resistance survey results suggest
the potential for extensive in situ buried archaeological
remains on the lower northern slopes of the promontory.
A wide variety of linear anomalies have been detected on
the lower lying area to the E of the Palace. While many
of these may be due to relatively modern drainage and/
or agricultural activity some may be more archaeologically
significant possibly indicating different uses of the area
over time. Although the GPR survey has complemented the
resistance survey results and provided better definition in
some areas, the results are not striking. It is thought that
this is due to insufficient contrast between features and
their fill and extensive landscaping.

Livingston

Linlithgow Palace
Standing building survey and desk-based assessment
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 022 773 (centred on) An intensive programme of
archaeological research was undertaken, 20 January – 26
February 2014, at Linlithgow Palace. This work involved
documentary research, the development of an historical
overview of the gardens, and detailed recording of the principal
spaces (components) of the palace, including a focused
analysis of the evidence of timberwork within a number of the
significant components of the upstanding remains.

Castle Greg
Survey
Louise Baker and Enda O’Flaherty – Rubicon Heritage Services
NT 05030 59252 A detailed topographic survey was undertaken
of the surviving remains of a Roman fortlet at Castle Greg on
3 February 2014. The survey allowed the creation of a digital
terrain model, contour-based plans and oblique terrain models
of the site within its landscape setting, which will be utilised to
inform future conservation and management of the monument
by Forestry Commission Scotland. It was one of a group of six
such surveys carried out on Forestry Commission Scotland
sites in February 2014. The other sites were at Round Dounan,
Craig Phadrig, Sean Craig, Dun Deardail and Torr Dhuin.

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Historic Scotland

Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

St Ninian’s Way, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Mike Roy – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 9973 7717 A watching brief was undertaken, 17 February
– 12 March 2014, on ground-breaking work associated with
the construction of an overspill car park on land adjacent
to St Ninian’s Way. The site lies to the immediate W of the
medieval core of Linlithgow and S of the edge of Linlithgow
Loch. The only, tentative, evidence for the presence of former
historic boundaries, took the form of rubble debris, including
a large lump of ex situ former wall in the W of the site, and
buried fence posts of 20th-century date. The creation of the
existing car park in the later 20th century clearly involved
substantial disturbance of the area, with the removal of these
former boundaries.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Lothian Council
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Redhouse West, Blackburn
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 992 653 An evaluation was undertaken, 7–10 October
2014, in advance of a possible development. A total of 23
trenches of varying lengths and alignments, and covering 8%
of the area were excavated. The trenches recorded N–S aligned
agricultural furrows and associated rubble drains.
Two trenches were placed across an open ditch on the
southern edge of the development area, which had formed the
mill lade powering the Hopefield Mills to the E. The trenches
revealed that any stone that may have lined the channel had
been robbed out. The lade had also been blocked off from the
river to the W and left to silt up, leaving the ditch with turf and
stone banks on either side which are visible today.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: West Lothian Council

Mid Calder
Alderstone Road, Livingston
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0460 6690 An evaluation was undertaken on 17 August
2014 in advance of the proposed development of a
supermarket. A total of nine trenches, of varying lengths and
alignments, and covering 8% of the area, recorded up to 3m
of made ground. This material was probably deposited during
the construction of Alderstone Road and/or the original
supermarket on this site. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: LIDL (UK) Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Torphichen
Westfield Farm, Caldercruix
Desk-based assessment and survey
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 862 678 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken in June 2014 on an area of ground
at Westfield Farm. The desk-based assessment identified six
sites, five of which were located during the walkover survey.
Site 1 was the site of two farmsteads, which historical
mapping indicated dated to the late 18th/early 19th century.
Opencast works in c1970 had removed all trace of these sites.
NS 86488 67844 (centred on) Site 2 consisted of a spread
of demolition debris containing a large section of broken
concrete; concrete slabs and tarmac which are indicative of a
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floor surface or area of hard standing.
NS 86885 67218 Site 3 consisted of a stone clearance cairn.
NS 86865 67146 (centred on) Site 4 consisted of an area of
rig and furrow.
NS 86557 67295 Site 5 consisted of a number of heaps of
demolition debris (at least seven) with red bricks with the
brick mark CAMPS. It is probable that these came from a
building and there is a reference to ‘Camps Lime and Brick
Works, Wilkieston’, in the Edinburgh Gazette of 1898.
NS 86067 67963 Site 6 consisted of a very small red brick
structure, with a disused switch inside and a low opening in
one of the side walls. This structure appears to be a watershed.

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Forestry Commission Scotland and
WoSAS HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Uphall
Kirkhill North, Broxburn
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0650 7260 An evaluation was undertaken, 22–25 September
2014, in advance of a possible development at Kirkhill North.
A total of 42 trenches of varying lengths and alignments were
excavated, covering 8% of the development area. The work
recorded a few agricultural furrows and field drains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Lovell Partnership Ltd

West Calder
Mossend, West Calder
Evaluation and excavation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0175 6375 An evaluation and excavation were
undertaken, 2–6 April 2014, in advance of a residential
development at Mossend. An initial 8% evaluation of the
6.9ha site was conducted, consisting of 3300 linear metres.
The evaluation revealed a simple stratigraphical sequence of
thin ploughsoil overlying glacial till deposits of boulder clay.
This was cut by numerous modern field drains and rig and
furrow agriculture.
Significant archaeological features were present in the form
of structural remains associated with the farmstead or farm
building known as Clovens Fords Dykes, which are depicted
on the 1st Edition OS maps. The truncated remains included
a cobbled yard and associated well, drainage ditches and the
remains of a byre or ancillary farm building. In addition to
numerous sherds of Victorian ceramics, several sherds of
medieval/early post-medieval Scottish reduced ware were
also recovered from relatively secure contexts associated
with this latter structure. This suggests the presence of an
earlier phase of habitation probably relating to the ‘Cafarske’
settlement, identified on the Roy map of 1747–55. A mitigation
programme of excavation and recording was undertaken on
these remains.
In addition to the farmsteading, the remains of the
Addiewell and Polbeth Railway were recorded. This feature
is recorded on the OS map of 1895 running through the
centre of the area and linking with Gavieside Pit Number 11.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Walker Group (Scotland ) Ltd

Rusha Opencast Facility
Survey, evaluation, watching brief and excavation
Helena Gray, Melanie Johnson, Stuart Mitchell and Jamie Lewis
– CFA Archaeology Ltd

NS 97718 60023 (centred on) A series of mitigation works
were undertaken, February 2012 – March 2014, in advance of
the development of an open-cast coal mine. The desk-based
assessment and walkover survey identified 28 sites in total.
The majority of the features relate to mining and quarrying
activity, and it would seem that much of the extractive
activity in the area had ceased by the turn of the century.
A short section of previously unidentified trackway,
and extensive rig and furrow cultivation across the entire
site, were recorded during the watching brief. No dating
material was found associated with any features and, based
upon these results it would appear that the area has very
low archaeological potential and that the subsoil has been
comprehensively affected by the rig and furrow cultivation.
Two specific sites were surveyed, both of which will
affected by the development. Pate’s Hill (ES Site 1), was
probably a pre-19th-century agricultural settlement, but
there was no definitive evidence of domestic habitation
and little evidence of any coherent structural remains.
This assessment was confirmed by a watching brief and
excavation. Whole Stock (ES Site 2) was a farmstead which
was possibly established in the early to mid-18th century. An
evaluation of the site indicated that the surviving remains
date from around the time of the 1st Edition OS mapping to
the early 20th century.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Banks Development Ltd

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR/
WESTERN ISLES
Barra
Kisimul Castle
Survey
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh

A 17th-century shell-lime mortar at Kisimul Castle
NL 66519 97944 An investigation was undertaken, 31 March
20 June 2014, on the mortar of the upstanding buildings of
the Isle of Barra. The work aimed to explore changes in source
materials, material sources and lime burning techniques.
Buildings investigated included Kisimul Castle, the chapel
sites of Cille Bharra and St Michael’s/Brendan’s (Borve), the
mill above Northbay, and a number of ruined croft houses in
the township of Balnabodach.
As with the rest of the Western Isles, the medieval lime
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mortars of Barra were manufactured by the burning of sea
shells with peat fuel, and here this is almost exclusively
cockleshell. Within Kisimul Castle, the lime mortars
surviving from all four main historic constructional phases,
from the early 15th to the 17th centuries, are cockleshell-lime
mortars. The primary phase mortars of all three surviving
chapels at Cille Bharra, and evidence from St Brendan’s/
St Michael’s (Borve) are also cockleshell-limes. Peat fired
cockleshell-lime mortars are also evident within many of the
post-medieval buildings surveyed, including many ruined
croft houses.
Limestone-lime mortar, displaying large fine-grained
limestone/marble inclusions and a variety of non-peat fuel
evidence, is also evident within various contexts around
Castle Kisimul, including within the tower house, curtain
wall and crew house. However, this mortar material is only
apparent in secondary contexts, overlaying primary shelllime cores, and not overlaid by shell-lime bound mortar itself.
Other masonry evidence suggests this late limestone-lime
probably dates from the 19th or early 20th century and this late
date accords well with other limestone-lime evidence within
surviving buildings elsewhere on Barra, such as a secondary
phase at St Mary’s (Cille Bharra) and the water mill above
Northbay.
Twentieth century cement mortars are also evident in some
contexts at Kisimul, often directly overlying the limestonelime or earlier shell-lime mortars. A three layered mortar
stratigraphy (shell-lime/limestone-lime/cement) is apparent
in many masonry contexts, and is exemplified in the E parapet
of the curtain wall.
Archive: Historic Scotland, RCAHMS and University of Edinburgh
(intended)
Funder: University of Edinburgh

Barvas
Gleann Mor Barabhais
Walkover survey and radiocarbon dates
S Piper, P Rowley-Conwy and MJ Church – Durham University
NB 3746 4648 A walkover survey along Gleann Mor Barabhais
in September 2013 identified a fluvial deposit containing
burnt material in the interior of Lewis (DES 2014, 190–191).
Environmental processing of a 3.5l bulk sample produced
charred plant macrofossils, including deciduous roundwood charcoal, most likely Calluna sp., and small seeds of
heathland species. A single entity AMS radiocarbon date was
obtained from a round-wood charcoal fragment of 5583±27
(SUERC-55370), which places it in the Late Mesolithic.
Two soil micromorphology samples were also taken for
routine tests and soil micromorphology analysis to establish
the site formation process. Initial magnetic susceptibility tests
show that the material had not been burnt in situ and the clay
laminations within the deposit indicate it had probably been
deposited through fluvial action.
It is as yet unknown whether the palaeobotanical remains
from Gleann Mor Barabhais Site 30 derive from anthropogenic
activity or natural causes. However, it is certain that at some
point between 4460–4355 cal BC that an area of moorland
was subject to an episode of fire, which charred the local
vegetation. The carbonised remains were then incorporated
in to the river system and deposited in a floodplain, which
frequently became encroached by a body of slow-moving
water, such as a localised flood event.
Fire incidence during the Mesolithic is well known from loch
cores in Lewis and South Uist where pollen and microcharcoal
profiles indicate burning of woodland followed by expansion
of heathland taxa into the resultant clearings. The subsequent
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implications for the deliberate use of fire as an ecological
management strategy in the Mesolithic have been widely
debated, yet intentional, sustained and widespread burning
of moorland during this period has only been confirmed
in England. Therefore, the charred plant macrofossils at
Gleann Mor Barabhais Site 30 represent the first direct
palaeoenvironmental evidence for vegetation disturbance in
the interior of the Western Isles. Further testing of the data
is ongoing to determine whether this may represent possible
evidence for Mesolithic fire ecology though heathland
management.
Archive: To be decided
Funders: Durham University Rosemary Cramp Fund, National
Science Foundation of America and Historic Scotland

Eroding section of Gleann Mor Barabhais Site 30, the sampled
deposits containing charred plant macrofossils of Mesolithic date
were recovered from the lower dark layer, above the waterline.
(Copyright P Rowley-Conwy)

Harris
Eilean Anabaich, Màraig
Desk-based assessment and survey
Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology
NB 20169 05536 A desk-based assessment and building
survey were carried out, on 24 March 2014, prior to the partial
demolition and reconstruction of a ruined structure at Màraig.
The building is rectangular, almost 10m in length, with gable
ends and right-angled corners. The walls are constructed
of roughly hewn blocks, bonded with lime mortar, with a
fireplace at each end of the building.
The desk-based assessment indicated that the building was
probably abandoned before 1878, when the area was first
mapped by the OS. There is no evidence to suggest that the
building fulfilled a specialized function; however, it is possible
that it was part of a farmstead at Eilean Anabaich.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Marine Harvest Scotland Ltd

The Isle of Harris Distillery
Standing building survey
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NG 1556 8991 A basic measured survey of a stone pier/
jetty at Tarbert was carried out on 26 May 2014 in advance
of the installation of an effluent pipe for The Isle of Harris
Distillery. The pier was 11.1m long by 2.5m wide and survived
to a maximum height of 0.95m, the structure consisted of a
foundation layer of flat stones, two stone kerbs and an infill of
compacted beach pebbles and small cobbles. Displacement of
some stones indicates that the structure is vulnerable to tidal
erosion. Cartographic evidence indicates that this pier is not
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the same structure as a stone pier mapped by the OS on the S
shore of East Loch Tarbert.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Isle of Harris Distillery, Tarbert

Village Bay, St Kilda
Watching brief
Kevin Grant – The National Trust for Scotland
NF 1014 9936 (Blackhouse F) and NF 10128 99361
(Blackhouse G) Two watching briefs were undertaken, April
– July 2014, at Village Bay. The first one was undertaken
during the removal of post-1957 rubble from the interior
of Blackhouse F, as part of ongoing conservation work
by volunteer work parties. The removal of this deposit
revealed an extremely heterogeneous context of building
and household debris including glass, metal, ceramics, coal,
and building materials, interpreted as post-occupational
dumping or middening. An early 20th-century date for this
use, suggested by archival photographs and documentary
evidence, was confirmed by the artefacts recovered. The
deposit was left in situ and the interior of the blackhouse
was returfed. This excavation exemplifies a not uncommon
biography of such structures in Village Bay, which have often
seen several phases of repair and changes of use throughout
their lifetime.
The other watching brief in the 2014 season was undertaken
during a large conservation repair to the S wall and gable
of Blackhouse G, which revealed a number of internal infill
contexts reflecting previous repairs to the blackhouse from
the 19th to the late 20th century. The lowermost layer of soil
infill exposed probably dated from the construction of the
structure sometime in the 1830s. Although this early context
was relatively sterile of finds, the discovery of a graphite
stylus is evidence of early education on the island which
predates the surviving late Victorian schoolhouse by at least
60 years.

NF 8049 6427 A watching brief was carried out, on 6 March
2014, during groundwork associated with the creation of site
access in advance of the construction of a house. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: AJ MacDonald

Meall na Hoa
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Roger Auger and David Newman – Access Archaeology
NF 87400 57410 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were carried out, 3 February – 20 October
2014, over the area to the NW of Loch Hornaraigh. This survey
was an extension to one carried out in association with the
excavation of Grimsay Wheelhouse (NF85NE 41) in the late
1990s by JS Wood.
Several new sites were identified and the most interesting
were centred on Meall na Hoa, 1km E of the Grimsay
Wheelhouse. The principal site was a part circular stone-built
feature, c10m in diameter and 5m long, the wall is 1m wide
and has up to four courses of stone in some sections. A second
wall, which is 6m long and approximately the same height,
cuts across the circle, but not radially, to form a V-shaped plan
enclosure. The stonework in this wall is of a lower quality
and is possibly a later addition. Where this wall meets the
circular wall, the stonework is step corbelled with the stones
aligned at 90° to the circular wall to form a low recess. A small
depression in the recess fills with water after rain.
To the W of the first site runs a natural platform 25m long,
2m tall and 4m wide with a probable well at the W end.
A depression inside an outer circular scatter of stones, 3m in
diameter, was noted 15m to the NW of the principal feature.

Archive: RCAHMS and Museum nan Eilean. Report: ADS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland with support from
Historic Scotland

Village Bay, St Kilda
Watching brief
Carol Knott – CK Archaeology
NF 1028 9916 A watching brief was carried out, 5–20 November
2014, during test pitting at the QinetiQ base in Village Bay in
advance of the redevelopment of the base. Four trenches were
excavated, a maximum of 0.9m in width and 1.8m in length.
Bedrock was encountered between 1.55m and 0.65m below
the turf. No artefacts were recovered which could be definitely
associated with occupation of the island before the evacuation
of 1930. However, in one trench, deep topsoil directly overlay
natural levels and may represent arable land use of that
period. The other trenches all produced substantial quantities
of unworked, unmortared stone which probably derived from
the demolition of part of the glebe wall, which was built after
1827 and reduced between 1957 and 1961, during the early
phases of the military base. Material from the demolition or
refitting of ablutions, latrines and kitchen buildings of these
early phases was recorded.
Report: The National Trust for Scotland
Funder: QinetiQ Ltd

North Uist
Am Banca Mòr, Claddach Illeray
Watching brief
Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology

Detail at Meall na Hoa created by Agisoft Photoscan software

South Uist
Geàrraidh Fliuch to Poll a’ Choire Bhig
Desk-based assessment and survey
Simon Davies – Access Archaeology
NF 78012 42436 – NF 79197 42305 – NF 83916 37806 – NF
77366 39665 A desk-based assessment and fieldwalking
survey were undertaken of an area of almost 12km2 in 2014.
A desk-based assessment of the area revealed 13 recorded
sites on the RCAHMS database Canmore and identified an
additional 50 potential target sites, including three township
areas, 20 farmsteads, ten shieling huts, seven piers, two wells,
several enclosures and some unidentifiable rock deposits
which may represent demolished buildings. A considerable
number of additional, previously unknown sites were
identified during the fieldwalking survey.
The identified sites include:
Geàrraidh Fliuch Township (pre-clearance, six farmsteads,
five enclosures, four other buildings):
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Loch Sgiopoirt Township (13 farmsteads, seven enclosures,
four wells, 22 quays/piers or landing places and 25 other
buildings/cottages):
Caolas Mòr Village (three farmsteads, five enclosures, seven
fisherman’s shieling huts, two wells and ten quays or landing
places):
In addition to the township/village features 23 shieling huts,
four farmstead buildings, three other buildings, 15 piers/
quays or landing places, one reservoir, five sluices, >15km of
turf and boulder boundary ridges, and over 20ha of lazy beds
were noted. One dun site was identified together with one
Bronze Age burial site and four mound sites with prehistoric
associations. Additionally there were more than six summit
cairns on the undulating ridge summits of Beinn Tairbeirt
and Benn a’ Phortair. Overall, this unpopulated area of South
Uist has a rich past, with the potential for further sites to be
discovered.

A potential prehistoric site exhibiting significant vegetation
enhancement below a cave and cliff face, traversed by footpath/ledges
Howmore Churches and Chapels
Standing building survey
Mark Thacker – University of Edinburgh
NF 7581 3647 Recent PhD research, 15–16 June 2014, sought
to characterise the lime mortars and masonry of the various
surviving buildings of the chapel site of Howmore. Within the
Clan Ranald Chapel, two contrasting shell-lime mortars were
identified, wherein the mortar binding the masonry of the
recess at the W end of the N wall, and the N end of the W wall,
was found to contrast with that in the rest of the building.
This suggests that this NW feature is a later addition to the
building. However, further scrutiny also revealed a substantial
previously unrecorded lintel-roofed cavity forming part of the
tomb recess to the W, within and beneath the NW corner of
the building at current ground levels. With this in mind, the
thicker masonry of the W end of the N wall of the building
probably represents the structure of a Clan Ranald tomb of
some importance. This structure may relate to the armorial
stone found on this site and further structural comparisons
with the 17th-century Clan Ranald recess-tomb at Arisaig
are also apposite. Moreover, the in situ dog-tooth moulded
stone is bonded to the masonry of this tomb structure. Both
this stone and the matching ex situ dog-tooth moulded stone
lying in the chapel, have 90° beds suggesting both are quoins
rather than arch stones.
Further masonry details with imported geological
provenances were noted within this and other buildings during
this survey, and these have implications for our understanding
of the development of the wider site. This site will appear as a
case study in the contributor’s forthcoming PhD (arch) thesis
at the University of Edinburgh.
Archive: Historic Scotland, RCAHMS and University of Edinburgh
Funder: University of Edinburgh
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Kildonan Glen (area)
Desk-based assessment and survey
Simon Davies – Access Archaeology
NF 74627 28672 – NF 75328 28072 – NF 74940 27561 – NF
74219 27247 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
undertaken, 30 September – 10 October 2014, recorded a
number of previously unidentified sites.
At the N end of Kildonan Glen are two unrecorded mounds
(NF 74627 28672 and NF 74658 28682), probably associated
with Bronze Age funeral practices.
To the N of the Glen Kildonan peat there is an unrecorded
group of four small house foundations (NF 74734 27829, NF
74767 27825, NF 74784 26544 and NF 74805 27819). A turf and
boulder boundary line runs N–S between the first and second
of the house foundations. To the NE, on the flanks of Beinn
Coraraidh there is an isolated shieling on an enriched mound
(NF 75328 28072).
On the S flank of Kildonan Glen, to the E of the South Uist
Museum, there is a group of four mounds (NF 74942 27564,
NF 74922 27543, NF 74930 27552 and NF 74940 27561). These
were surveyed by students from Sheffield University in 1993
and appear on Canmore.
At NF 74219 27247, adjacent to Loch Ard an t-Sil, there is
the foundation of a previously unrecorded farmstead style
building, and two small foundations, probably outhouses.
Loch Bi, West Geirish
Excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NF 7839 4195 A cist was excavated, 3–5 June 2014, under
the Historic Scotland human remains call-out contract. The
creation of a peat track through the S edge of a mound and
subsequent erosion of the cut by sheep had exposed damaged
cist slabs and an intact pottery vessel. The vessel was
discovered by a local amateur archaeologist Simon Davies. Mr
Davies had excavated, removed and given the vessel to Anna
MacQuarrie of the Museum nan Eilean, Benbecula prior to
AOC’s intervention.
Upon arrival at the site it became apparent that the S edge
of the cist had collapsed out of the erosion scar section
edge. The W side slab and capstone had then collapsed
into the cist void. No human remains were located during
the excavation and only two other artefacts, flint and
quartz flakes, were found. The fill of the vessel revealed no
artefacts and the vessel itself is believed to be a handmade,
coil built early prehistoric pot consistent with an Early
Bronze Age Beaker.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stornoway
Beinn Ghrideag
Watching brief
Carol Knott – CK Archaeology
NB 36248 33466 A watching brief was carried out on 15
September 2014 during site clearance of a deep peat moorland
area in preparation for construction of a wind turbine. A c30
x 20m area was excavated to a maximum depth of c2.5m.
Some fragments of unworked birch twigs lay beneath c2m of
homogenous peat.
Report: Comhairle nan Eilean Siar SMR
Funder: RJ McLeod Ltd

Lews Castle Gardens Regeneration Project
Survey and excavation
Ian Suddaby and Mhairi Hastie – CFA Archaeology Ltd
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NB 41826 33090 A survey covering the core area of Lews Castle
and the surrounding designed landscape was undertaken,
25–27 February 2014, in advance of a community excavation,
4–6 March 2014, which targeted an apparent glasshouse in the
sunken garden.
The footings of a glass pavilion (glasshouse) were found
to survive at the centre of an unusual mid-19th-century
detached semi-formal three terraced garden (sunken garden).
A trial trench investigation of this feature uncovered two
stone platforms defined by roughly constructed dry stone
revetments. As no floor surfaces or foundation trenches for
walls were noted it is suggested that the platforms potentially
provided foundations for a free-standing glass structure.
Fragments of window glass recovered from the structure
may have originally formed part of the building. This would
correspond well with the 2nd Edition OS map which shows
the structure with cross-hatches, indicating that it at least had
a glass roof. The exact function of the structure is unknown;
however, it may have been the ‘rosery’ referred to in 1851 diary
extracts from Lews Castle or even an orangery, although the
structure is not S-facing as is typical of such buildings. The
recovery of large amounts of plant pot fragments suggests that
plants were being cultivated and displayed within the structure.
Archive: Comhairle nan Eilean Siar SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: LUC

North Tolsta
Watching brief
Carol Knott – CK Archaeology
NB 5405 4730 A watching brief was carried out on 14 April
2014 during site clearance in advance of the construction
of a house on croft land at 18 North Tolsta. The area had
been extensively ploughed and cultivated. The remains
of a ditch were recorded below the topsoil. This may have
been associated with early 19th-century croft houses, which
predated the current crofting settlement pattern of Tolsta.
The bottoms of five small randomly distributed pits were also
recorded. Artefacts consisted of a small group of mostly 19thcentury stoneware and slipware sherds, and a few fragments
of locally made handmade earthenware.

1980 and ten copies were distributed to interested parties.
These copies were the best available at the time. Technology
has improved greatly since the 1980s and in 2014 the work
was transferred to a digital format, making the documentary
knowledge widely available. The original fieldwork in the
1970s was not submitted to DES. The original work will be
deposited with RCAHMS.
Callanish XI Airigh na Beinne Bige
Fieldwork
MR Curtis and Ron Curtis
NB 222 356 On the S face of Beinne na Bige is a gently sloping
terrace at c75m OD. On it there are the remains of a stone
circle Callanish Xl (DES 1976, 58; DES 1995, 110; DES 2002,
123–124). The circle, c51m in diameter almost fills the terrace.
There is evidence of eight standing stones but the circle may
have consisted of at least 13 standing stones originally.
From the terrace and above, almost all the 40+ Callanish
standing stone sites are visible below the ‘sacred’ horizon of
the Sleeping Beauty and Clisham range of hills. The Airigh
Mhaoldó Nuich site XVl monolith (now fallen) marks the
direction of site Vlll where the S extreme moon skims along
a different skyline (DES 1976, 57; 1985, 8; 1987, 61; 1988, 32;
1989, 72; 1989, 109; 1990, 49).
The basic ground plan of the Callanish circles is such that
seen from a backsight position (D) to the NW of a circle,
the circle stones frame Sleeping Beauty and the S extreme
moonrise appeared to take place within the circle.

Report: Comhairle nan Eilean Siar SMR
Funder: Mr D Maciver

Uig
Callanish

The Documentary Record
MR Curtis
A collection of written and illustrative material concerning the
Callanish stones dating from c1680 to the mid- to late 1970s
was compiled by Margaret Ponting (now Curtis) and Gerald
Ponting. It consists of five volumes of loose leaf A3 pages.
Four volumes concern the main site Callanish l, 1979, and one
volume about the minor sites Callanish ll, lll, lV, V, Vl, Vll, Vlll,
lX, X, Xl, Xll, Phrionnsa, Xlll–XlX, May 1981.
The original entries contain descriptions, illustrations
and photographs of the standing stones at site l at the time.
The study compares original illustrations with modern
photographs taken from the same positions. This has
revealed breakages (on stones 12, 19, 23, 28, 49 and 51) and
even located the missing stone under the peat (33A, the E
most stone at site l) subsequently excavated and re-erected.
There are comments on the accuracy of data in each entry
and on whether entries are original or derived from other
sources. There are tables analysing various aspects of data
and information (stone numbering after Somerville). The
original single five volume work was photocopied about

The basic ground plan of the Callanish circles
Seen from a backsight position (A) to the NE of the circle
some four hours later, when the S extreme moon briefly
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appeared in the deep valley of Glen Langadale, a person
(either at the circle centre (B) or beyond it) (C) would have
been silhouetted against the moon : ‘a man in the moon’.
These two backsight positions (D and A) were sometimes
marked with stones, eg at Callanish lll (Callanish Stones,
Moon and Sacred Landscape 1994 Ron and Margaret Curtis,
p8–9, p12–13).
This basic ground plan and use of stone circles was not
possible at site Xl due to the steep rising ground to the N of
the terrace and less steep ground to the S of the terrace. From
a position even higher on the hill, all the complete circle of
site Xl is seen to extend from below Sleeping Beauty’s feet
on the left to Glen Langadale on the right: ie the complete
path of the S extreme moon occurs above the circle of site Xl.
Thus backsight positions for the moonrise and moonset are
combined with a view to due S.
University of Glasgow Department of Geography published
in 1978 Callanish: A map of the Standing stones and Circles
at Callanish, Isle of Lewis, with a detailed plan of each site.
It had a number of errors. The survey was undertaken in
1974. It was the first published record of site Xl. It shows the
erect stone and five stones which have fallen from the steep
slope, forming an apparent alignment. Ponting and Curtis
(DES 1976, 58) realised that the five stones were natural,
and that other features existed on the plateau on the edge
of a large circle. It was many years before M and R Curtis
fully understood how the stone circle was modified from a
general ground plan and how it ‘worked’. M Curtis found
the circle and probed the whole area in the 1970s. R and M
Curtis finally ‘solved’ Callanish Xl in 2006.
Gearrannan Project
Survey and excavation
Mary MacLeod Rivett – Lews Castle College, UHI and Garenin
Grazings Committee
NB 195 445 (centred on) Building on earlier surveys
of Gearrannan croft lands and inner grazing by Chris
Burgess (Burgess et al 1994, 1995, 1996, 1998, 2003) and
Mary MacLeod Rivett (2013), a small team of archaeology
students and local volunteers carried out, 7 April – 26 July
2014, a survey in the inner and outer grazings of the W
coast township of Gearrannan. Fragments of precrofting and
prehistoric sub-peat agricultural landscapes, with associated
settlements, including a crannog, cairns, and other sites
were located. Peat extraction areas, quartz veins and water
sources were also noted, in order to build up an overall
picture of the subsistence base of the township. A sample
trench excavated near an area of quartz extraction provided
no structural or dating evidence; however, the area had been
disturbed by agricultural activity.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: MacLeod Archaeology

Group of Five Rocks and Beam of Sunlight
Fieldwork
MR Curtis
NB 2125 3285 A second season has been spent monitoring
the beam of sunlight shining through the fissure in the five
rocks onto the ground (DES 2013, 197). This has extended
knowledge on the length of the sun beam at different times
of the year. A detailed excavation report by GM Coles and
T Reese 1993 has yet to be located, so the length of the sun
beam on the ground cannot be related to features which they
discovered in the past.
There are other locations from which to view the path of
the S extreme moon grazing over Cnoc an Tursa and the
stones of Callanish l, (detailed in 16 to l – which is a work in
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progress). The S extreme moon’s path is considered to be too
low to shine over Cnoc an Tursa and through the fissure in
the Five Rocks, let alone to cast a moon beam on the ground.
Report: RCAHMS

North Harris Shielings
Survey
Jill Harden
A field survey of some of the shieling sites noted on 1st
Edition OS maps of N Harris/S Lewis is being undertaken
alongside work being completed by RCAHMS. Work was
undertaken, 1–7 June 2014, at Airigh a’ Chlair Mhoir and
Airigh na Lorga.
NB 12094 16036 Two double-celled corbelled shieling
huts and a nearby dry stone walled enclosure were noted
on a flat grassy flush beside the Allt Gil’ a’ Chlair Mhoir. The
eastern building sits on a mound (c7 x 4m); the collapsed
and demolished remains of previous structures. Its intact
northern corbelled cell measures c2.8 x 2.3m internally and
is 2m high. It has a small shelved recess halfway up the wall
in its NE arc. It is entered from the NW. In the opposing
wall is a short passage giving access to a now largely
collapsed smaller corbelled cell, c1.8m in diameter, also with
a small recess in its NE arc. The western example is very
slightly smaller in size but of similar layout and, although
deceptively low when viewed externally, both corbelled cells
have at least part of their roofs surviving.
NB 11761 15259 The shieling hut at Airigh na Lurga was
not originally corbelled. It is a small rectangular building
(c4.2 x 3.5m) over now collapsed stone walls, which are
c1m thick and up to 0.6m high, with two small recesses in
adjoining walls. A more ruinous structure of slightly smaller
size almost abuts it. They are located a little distant from the
nearest burn, on a slight break of slope in the hillside, the
latter structure being almost set into its edge.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

North Harris Shielings: The two corbelled shieling huts with a
couple of roofed cells and some turf capping surviving (Copyright
Jill Harden)

HISTORIC SCOTLAND

HISTORIC SCOTLAND’S DESIGNATION TEAMS –
PROTECTING ANCIENT MONUMENTS, HISTORIC WRECKS,
HISTORIC BATTLEFIELDS, HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND GARDENS
AND DESIGNED LANDSCAPES
An update from the Scheduling, Marine and
Battlefields Team
Historic Scotland’s Scheduling, Marine and Battlefields Team
is responsible for protecting monuments under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 on behalf of
Scottish Ministers. This involves compiling and maintaining
a Schedule (a list) of nationally important monuments. The
team is also responsible for selecting and designating Historic
Marine Protected Areas under the Marine (Scotland) Act
2010, and for selecting and designating nationally important
battlefields by including them in the Inventory of Historic
Battlefields.

In May, the team was in the west of Scotland: in Lanarkshire,
Dunbartonshire and Inverclyde – all areas where future
developments are likely; and in the Cowal peninsula, where
sites had also been identified as needing rescheduling to bring
the maps and legal documents up to modern standards.
These areas preserve a wide range of archaeological sites
and monuments reflecting their significance for settlement,
industry and trade over several millennia. The team assessed
several prehistoric burial monuments now lying within modern
housing estates near Kilbride and Hamilton, such as the cairns
at Fairhill and Long Calderwood; as well as the remains of
Bothwellhaugh Roman fort and bathhouse in Strathclyde
Country Park. Of particular interest was the wide range of
ecclesiastical sites across the area – from the early chapel
sites of Fearnoch, Ardtarig and Kilbride in Cowal, to skilfully
carved stones and cross-slabs, including the Netherton Cross
in Hamilton and the Barochan Cross, now in Paisley Abbey.
These monuments attest to the spread of Christianity and the
changing political landscape in western Scotland in the early
medieval period.
May also saw fieldwork in northern Scotland. The main
driver here was to review over 25 scheduled monuments,
many of them cropmarks, in advance of proposed dualing
of the A9 and A96 trunk roads. Recent improvements in GIS
and aerial mapping programmes is enabling us to locate and
interpret cropmark sites with greater accuracy than before,
which sometimes means that we need to reschedule them to
ensure they are adequately protected.
A number of sites were assessed for scheduling at the
request of Forestry Commission Scotland’s archaeologist.
These included Iron Age homesteads around Loch Tummel
and Glen Lyon; and two newly discovered sites in Glen Affric:
a well-preserved dun at Comar Wood and an illicit whisky
still at Badger Falls. Both sites were completely unknown
until discovered recently by FCS Rangers – the dun during a
pre-felling check in mature conifers, and the illicit still during
wildlife monitoring in native woodland.

Netherton Cross, Hamilton (Crown Copyright Historic Scotland)

Area-based work

Fieldwork in Angus in autumn 2013 identified the impressive
remains of a rare ‘castle-toun’ – a medieval settlement
associated with the castle – surrounding Invermark Castle
– a medieval settlement around the castle. In August 2014,
RCAHMS carried out a field and photographic survey of the
site, which has enhanced our understanding of this important
site and will inform its rescheduling.
During 2014, work has continued to focus on improving the
quality of the Schedule, this year through three area-based
programmes of fieldwork.

The still at Badger Falls (Crown Copyright Historic Scotland)
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Our final programme of fieldwork this year took place in
Lothian and the Borders in September/October. This was
focused on improving the maps and documentation for some
iconic sites, many scheduled a long time ago. These included
some sites cared for by Historic Scotland, such as Castle
Law, an impressive Iron Age hillfort, and the medieval lordly
residences at Crichton Castle and Castle Campbell.
We are now preparing next year’s fieldwork which will
mainly focus on Caithness and Sutherland (spring 2015) and
World War 1 monuments in northern Scotland.

Inventory of Historic Battlefields

We are currently working on revising the Managing Change
Guidance for Historic Battlefields. We will consult on the
updated draft in due course and are hoping to publish the
final (updated) version by the end of March 2015. We are
also preparing guidance on best practice for archaeological
work within an Inventory battlefield, which we hope will be
useful to local authority archaeology services, archaeological
companies and others.

Historic Marine Protected Areas (Historic MPAs)

Seven Historic MPAs are now in force across Scottish seas and
site monitoring work has been undertaken this summer on the
Out Skerries and Drumbeg Historic MPAs.
Consideration is also being given to possible designation as
an Historic MPA of the wreck of the paddle steamer, Iona I, in
the Firth of Clyde.
ORCA Marine has published the results of its 2013 survey
of Scapa Flow, funded by Historic Scotland. This has provided
information on previously unrecorded sites, including the
Churchill Barrier block-ships, the wrecks of the Roedean,
Prudentia and Rose Valley, the site known as the Clestrain
Hurdles, and salvage sites in and around Gutter Sound.

An update from the Listing and Designed
Landscapes Team

The Listing and Designed Landscapes Team continues to
assess a wide variety of building and designed landscape
types and cases, and is forging ahead with new and exciting
thematic projects.

Listing Programme

As part of our ongoing listing programme, the team has
been busy working with a number of stakeholders to review
their buildings.
We are currently working on two main partnership
projects: a nationwide review with the Scottish Court Service
looking at both listed and unlisted courthouses following
the announcement of some court closures earlier in the year
and with Edinburgh University to review all buildings on
their Estate.
We are also in the process of reviewing purpose-built
drill halls as part of a range of projects to commemorate the
centenary of World War 1. The results of the review will be
available to view in an online publication in 2015.
In other news, the Scheduling and Listing teams are working
together on an ambitious project to remove ‘dual designation’
from historic assets in Scotland. Dual designation’ means
that a structure is both listed and scheduled. At the start of
the project, around 800 scheduled monuments in Scotland
were also listed in whole or in part. In most cases, structures
will remain either scheduled or listed – whichever is the
most appropriate designation. Phase one of the project aims
to remove the majority of dual designations and will be
completed by the end of 2015.
Finally, following consultation with key stakeholders, we
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have carried out a major overhaul of the list description and
are putting the final touches on our new Listed Buildings
Record. The new Record will include images and a location
map. We have also re-issued our Scotland’s Listed Buildings
booklet and it is available to download free from our website.

Gardens and Designed Landscapes

We continue to improve and update the Inventory of Gardens
and Designed Landscapes, focusing on external requests to
assess or review sites. See the ‘what are we working on now’
pages on our website for more information.

Dictionary of Scottish Architects

The Dictionary continues to develop with new and updated
information. Our major focus at the moment is expanding the
content of the Dictionary. At the moment it covers the period
1840–1980 and we are busy adding in pre-1840 information
and we hope to have this project completed in 2016.

Outreach and Education: Scheduling,
Marine and Battlefields Team and Listing and
Designed Landscapes Team

As well as all our normal outreach activities, the centenary
of the outbreak of the World War 1 has been a particular
theme this year. Historic Scotland and RCAHMS are partners
in the Council for British Archaeology’s Home Front
Legacy project, launched by Dan Snow earlier this year:
www.homefrontlegacy.org.uk. The project will run from
2014–2018 and aims to help local communities identify and
map the remains of World War 1 across Britain. It includes
an online toolkit and guidance for recording the remains of
surviving sites, structures and buildings around Britain, with
training workshops planned for 2015. The data is submitted
to RCAHMS and local authority archaeological records to
inform planning decisions and help to safeguard World War 1
remains for generations to come. Historic Scotland has also
established its own World War 1 website to keep the public
informed of World War 1 centenary events and activities:
www.scotlandsfirstworldwar.org.

Publications

This year we launched some exciting new publications. All
our retail publications are available from all good booksellers
and our free publications can be viewed online on the listed
building or scheduled monument pages of the Historic
Scotland website.

Scotland’s Heritage – architecture

A high quality hardback publication of 20 detachable postcards
including specially commissioned photography featuring
some of Scotland’s most iconic listed buildings from the grand
and extravagant façade of Duff House to the engineering feat
of the Forth Road Bridge. £6.99 ISBN 9781849171526

Scotland’s Heritage – monuments

A hardback bound collection of 20 postcards capturing
the nation’s unique built heritage in a series of stunning
photographs from prehistoric stone circles to evocative ruins
of ancient brochs, to picturesque castles and the remains
of World War 2 defences, these sites stand as enduring
links to the long and diverse history of Scotland. £6.99
ISBN 9781849171533

Scotland’s Sporting Buildings

Launched in celebration of the Glasgow Commonwealth
Games, this lavishly illustrated paperback book celebrates
Scotland’s sporting heritage – telling the history of sports in
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Scotland through the structures that were built to house them.
£11.99 ISBN 9781849171502

Signal Boxes

Produced in partnership with Network Rail, this recently
launched free online booklet celebrates a fascinating part of
our railway heritage. Featuring images of some of the best
surviving and most recognisable signal boxes, Signal Boxes
tells the history of these much-loved remnants of the bygone
era and explores how these buildings have been used over
the centuries.

Scotland’s First World War

A fully illustrated new book was launched in Orkney on
20 June by Fiona Hyslop, Cabinet Secretary for Culture
and External Affairs. Written by Historic Scotland’s Kevin
Munro, it explores the surprising wealth of World War 1
buildings and structures and what they tell us about the
scale and achievements of the war effort in Scotland. £11.99
ISBN 9781849171519
For more information about scheduling, or to find out
what is already scheduled, see
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/
searchmonuments
To access the online Schedule, including GIS maps and
.pdf versions of the legal scheduling documents, visit
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk

Scotland’s Sporting Buildings (Crown Copyright Historic Scotland)

For more information about Historic Marine Protected
Areas, see
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/wrecksites
For more information about the Inventory of Historic
Battlefields, see
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/
battlefields.htm
For more information about listed buildings, or to obtain
copies of publications, see
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/
historicandlistedbuildings

Signal Boxes

For more information about the Inventory of Gardens and
Designed Landscapes, see
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/
gardens.htm
For more information about the Dictionary of Scottish
Architects, see
http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk
Or contact:
Hs.Heritagemanagement@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Tel: 0131 668 8766

Buildings
Signal Boxes (Crown Copyright Historic Scotland)
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE ANCIENT AND HISTORICAL
MONUMENTS OF SCOTLAND

Introduction

The format of this report continues that of previous years,
with summary accounts of RCAHMS field and aerial survey
programmes, plus details of educational and outreach
activities and a brief overview of accessions to the collection.
Fuller details of RCAHMS activities and the annual list of
accessions can be found on the RCAHMS’s website (www.
rcahms.gov.uk), which also provides access to Canmore, the
RCAHMS database.

SURVEY AND RECORDING

York Civic Trust and the Science Museum. The focus for
RCAHMS’ participation has been on how decisions have been
made within the Discovering the Clyde programme scoping
(2013) and development (2014) phases. To date, interviews,
workshops, and drop-in participatory events have all provided
data and information with regard to how the programme
has been developed, going back as far as the ScARF Marine
and Maritime panel report (ScARF 2012 Atkinson, D. and
Hale, A. (eds) Marine and Maritime panel Report, Scottish
Archaeological Framework: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland).
Available online at: http://tinyurl.com/c5d7txv.

Canmore Mapping

RCAHMS fieldwork in 2014 focused on: the aerial survey
programme; special surveys – designed to provide specific
training opportunities to staff; community engagement;
enhancement of Canmore; and partnership working.

As part of the World War 1 record upgrade project the
extent of drill halls, war memorials and WW1 hospitals were
polygonised and added to the Canmore Mapping layer. In
addition, mapping was added as part of RCAHMS’ surveys in
Walls parish Shetland, Kale Water, near Jedburgh, South Uist
and St Kilda.

ACCORD

Carved Stone Programme

Summary

Project Accord (Archaeology Community Co-production Of
Research Data) is an Arts and Humanities Research Councilfunded research project led by the Digital Design Studio
(Glasgow School of Art), with the University of Manchester,
RCAHMS and Archaeology Scotland, which worked with
community groups across Scotland over the year. The aims of
the project are to co-design and co-produce 3D digital data of
heritage sites that are of significance to the community groups
and which they wish to record. Dr Alex Hale (RCAHMS) has
been directly involved with the Dumbarton Rock sub-project,
which has seen rock-climbers actively involved in the 3D
recording of their climbing routes on the boulders and on
the main crag using techniques such as photogrammetry,
Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI) and 3D laser
scanning. This form of non-traditional heritage has brought
together the research team and people who have a direct
connection to Dumby, as Dumbarton Rock is known in
climbing circles. The researchers have benefitted from learning
about early climbers (first ascensionists) at Dumbarton; in
turn, the climbers have been provided with the 3D data which
they can freely use for their own purposes.

Survey work by RCAHMS in 2014 included the recording
and re-appraisal of the four early medieval cross-incised
recumbent slabs in the burial-ground at Kirkton, St Fillan’s,
near Crianlarich (NN32NE 3). One of the slabs bears an
encircled cross with a dot decoration in each quadrant along
with a unique motif of an incised hand and forearm. It has
been suggested that this motif may be a reference to the legend
that St Fillan possessed an arm that glowed, allowing him to
write and read sacred scriptures in the dark. Two of the other
slabs were already known to each bear three Latin crosses,
making them part of a small sub-group of triple crosses found
largely in highland Perthshire. The important discovery last
year was that the fourth stone, previously thought to bear just
a single equal-armed cross at its south-east end, also bears
three crosses. That at the south-east end is clear and wellpreserved whilst the one at its north-west end is extremely
worn and difficult to discern; the central cross is so eroded it is
now only visible under strong raking light.

Aerial Survey

Aerial reconnaissance during 2014 saw a sustained focus on
recording in support of World War 1 related projects, drawing
on the results of comprehensive desk-based assessment to
identify targets. The cropmark season proved disappointing
despite a reasonably warm summer, probably because there
was just enough rain throughout to offset crop stress. The
ongoing maritime/marine survey along the west coast filled in
gaps in Morvern, as part of a mixed economy of archaeological,
architectural and landscape survey. A trip to Shetland provided
an opportunity to explore gaps in existing coverage on Fetlar,
parts of West Mainland and Yell.

Arts and Humanities Research Council
‘How Should Heritage Decisions Be Made?’ is an AHRC-funded
research project involving RCAHMS, the Universities of Leeds,
Leicester, Glasgow, and the West of England, as well as the
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St Fillan’s Church, Crianlarich – A recently recognised example of a
slab bearing three Latin crosses, the third example now recorded
from this site, and identified as part of the Commission’s ongoing programme of carved stone recording. (SC1462930 Crown
Copyright RCAHMS)

Castle Surveys

During the spring, a survey was undertaken of the otherwise
poorly recorded Turnberry Castle in Ayrshire which revealed
several phases of construction. Evidence was found for at least
two sea gates and a flying round arch that carried part of the
great hall of the castle over a natural inlet, suggesting that the
stone castle has 12th century origins. Traces of a later D-shaped

RCAHMS

tower or donjon were also found. In addition, a partly broken
natural arch that was bridged with sandstone slabs on drystone
corbels suggests a pre-12th century occupation of the site.
A survey of Invermark Castle and its environs in Angus was
carried out to support work on the designation of the site by
Historic Scotland. Earthworks around the castle indicate the
robbed remains of a barmkin and domestic ranges which,
according to local tradition, were demolished to provide
stone for the construction of the nearby church. A detailed
plan of these and the tower of the castle itself was produced
and the site photographed. Further, the opportunity was
taken to record the deserted castletoun which lies adjacent
to the castle.
Following the survey of Tibbers Castle in 2013, with
financial help from Castle Studies Trust and Historic Scotland,
a geophysical survey of the middle and outer baileys has
conclusively demonstrated that there are the remains of
buildings in the former. Work on the latter is ongoing.

COALIE (Coastal Archaeology Landscapes: Intertidal
and Estuarine)

In March 2014, a team of archaeologists from RCAHMS,
Wessex Archaeology Coastal and Marine and Dendrochronicle
met up with members of the local community on the Ayrshire
coast around Hunterston Sands. The aim of the project was to
investigate the intertidal and coastal archaeology of the area
and this led to the mapping of identified features, detailed
site surveys, historic document research and some surface
sampling. A highlight was the discovery of a stone and timber
shoreline reclamation feature, which had previously been
identified as a fish-trap. The timbers proved to be oak and were
dated by dendrochronology to the early 13th century AD. It is
hoped that work next year will establish the form and function
of these timbers.

dataset for the whole country. During the course of 2014, data
for Mull, Iona, Coll and Tiree, Ardnamurchan, Glencoe and
Orkney have been completed and data gathering for the Great
Glen is proceeding, with the remainder of the West Highlands
and Skye scheduled for 2015. A substantially upgraded
HLAmap website with additional guidance and support for
users was launched in April 2014 – http://hla.rcahms.gov.uk/.
A publication based on the data is in preparation.

RCAHMS Community Engagement

The Speyside project was drawn to a close in the spring,
with fieldwork focused on mapping settlements along the
route of the military road south-west of Ruthven Barracks.
The opportunity was also taken to survey an 18th century
military bridge (Drochhaid Balbh Bhordain Bridge). This work
supported a lecture on the military roads in Badenoch as well
as a guided walk along the same, as part of Kingussie Walkfest
in May, both facilitated by RCAHMS staff. A survey was also
carried out of the Lynchat souterrain in support of an initiative
by the local community group in Kingussie to include the
site in the Adopt-a-Monument Scheme, run by Archaeology
Scotland. Another survey which yielded hitherto unsuspected
detail was that of the Clava-type ring-cairn at Delfour, a rare
example of where the polygonal shape of both the inner court
and the outer kerb can be demonstrated.

Discovering the Clyde (formerly known as ‘Source to
Sea’)

This is a long-term research programme, which has previously
seen both a scoping (2013) and a development phase (2014).
The first phase of the initiation part of the programme began
in the latter part of 2014 with the Connected with the Clyde
project. This aims to assess the usefulness as a research
tool of those Canmore records for sites directly (physically)
connected with the river, along its entire 160km length, from
its source in the South Lanarkshire hills to the mouth of the
estuary between Helensburgh and Greenock.

Emergency Survey (WW2)

An important strand of the Commission’s work this year
has been the cataloguing and digitisation of a large field
project undertaken during World War 2. While three of the
Commission’s then five staff were on active service, the office
turned its attention to compiling an ‘emergency record’ of
buildings and archaeological sites that were deemed either
susceptible to damage or in use as training grounds. This
work was undertaken by the Secretary, Angus Graham,
and the renowned archaeologist Vere Gordon Childe, then
a Commissioner. Between them, they recorded over 630
archaeological sites – preparing detailed descriptions, sketch
plans and measured surveys and taking over 400 photographs.
In addition, a further 2300 photographs were taken of historic
buildings. Much of this material is being made available
outwith the RCAHMS Search Room for the first time.

Historic Land-use Assessment

The Historic Land-use Assessment project (HLA), jointly funded
by Historic Scotland and RCAHMS, was created to produce a

Delfour, Highland – This Clava ring-cairn is notable in several respects.
N addition to the inner and outer kerbs being demonstrably polygonal,
the outer kerb is graded in height with the tallest stones on the SW
and include are a pair of broad and thin slabs suggesting affinities
with recumbent stone circles. The monument is also a remarkable
example of a site where almost all the cairn material has been robbed
(presumably for drains or roads) but the inner and outer kerbs have
been left relatively intact. (SC1463307 Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

Other Community Heritage Projects

Field liaison included a visit with HS colleagues to Urchany,
near Beauly, Highland, where members of the North of
Scotland Archaeological Society (NoSAS) identified a range of
monuments, and to East Lomond Hill, Fife, to review how to
provide training and support for the Living Lomonds Landscape
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Partnership. In April, a one-day field training event was held at
the King’s Knot, Stirling, for the Stirling Local History Society.
In September, a two-day field training session was held with
members of NoSAS and the Tomatin Natural History Group in
Strathdearn, Highland, which covered interpretation, mapping
and plane-tabling. One of the NoSAS members demonstrated
the use of a low-cost UAV to photograph the site from the air.

Scotland’s Community Heritage Conference

This year’s Community Heritage Conference, which was held
at the Crieff Hydro Hotel on 8 November, was opened by Ian
Walford (joint chief executive HS/RCAHMS) who introduced
the Scottish Heritage Angel Awards 2015 (http://www.
scottishheritageangelawards.org.uk/). These will be funded
by the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation and will recognise
the work of voluntary groups and individuals in protecting and
celebrating our historic environment. The main conference
presentations were given by volunteers and the topics ranged
from excavation and survey on medieval churches and
prehistoric forts to the exploration of Glasgow’s allotment
history, and from the virtual reconstruction of Eyemouth’s
16th century fort to the community-led restoration of the Birks
Cinema in Aberfeldy. On the following morning RCAHMS staff
led guided walks of the architectural heritage of Crieff and of
the archaeology of upper Glenalmond.

World War 1

Building on the results of the World War 1 Audit completed
in 2013, further work has focused on recording locations of
hospitals and war memorials.

Special Surveys:
Finavon Hill This fort was surveyed as a result of the recent

recognition by RCAHMS staff of a previously unrecorded
phase of construction. The apparent ‘horn-work’ at the
east end is now interpreted as the original eastern end of a
timber-laced wall that ran around the crest of the summit
and was both broader and shorter than the later long, narrow
enclosure excavated by Gordon Childe.

Flannan Isles In June, a member of staff visited
the Flannan Isles in collaboration with independent
researchers and the University of Edinburgh PhD student
Mark Thacker, recording the lighthouse, chapel and a
group of bothies used by seabird hunters. On the same trip,
the remote group of roofed shieling huts at Both a’ Chlair
Beag, Lewis, was surveyed.
Moncreiffe Hill The fort on Moredun Top, the highest
summit on the ridge known as Moncreiffe Hill, was surveyed
by RCAHMS in 1953 and again by Oxford Archaeology
North in 2012. Our most recent survey has identified at
least six prehistoric phases of use of the summit as well as
evidence for extensive quarrying, undocumented antiquarian
excavation and the role of the summit as part of an 18th/19th
century designed landscape.
St Kilda In August, fieldwork was undertaken on St Kilda
to complete a corpus of plans of the early 19th century
blackhouses, to study the character of the pre-Improvement

Finavon, Angus – Partly excavated by Professor VG Childe in the 1930s, the two clear phases of construction now identified at the fort
on Finavon Hill may help explain the depth of chronology indicated by the radiocarbon dates that Dr E Mackie obtained in the 1960s.
(SC1462627 Crown Copyright RCAHMS)
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St Kilda – The blackhouses in Village Bay, Hirta, were surveyed in detail as part of the preparation of and research for the Commission’s
forthcoming volume on the archipelago, due to be published late in 2015. These two buildings may have accommodated cottars or elderly
family members; they were reconstructed from a building erected about 1860 to house an American hand-milling machine which was
never delivered. (SC1459847 Crown Copyright RCAHMS)
township and to inform collaboration with the National Trust
for Scotland over research and management.

Strathearn forts Continuing a partnership with the
University of Glasgow’s SERF project, surveys were
undertaken of three forts in Perth and Kinross – at
Jackschairs Wood and the Law of Dumbuils, near
Forgandenny, and at Kay Craig, Auchterarder. All three had
previously been subject to recent excavation by the SERF
team, but the 2014 surveys have allowed interpretation of
each of the sites to be further developed. New detail has
included the identification of possible timber round-houses
overlying the defences at Jackchairs Wood.
Swona In August, a small team visited the island of Swona,
in Orkney, with University of the Highlands and Islands
lecturer Keir Strickland and photographer Carolyn Lefley.
Over 30 sites were recorded including numerous skeos –
drystone buildings used for the drying of fish.

Tarbat Peninsula In February, staff undertook the survey

of three small sites in the Highlands: a dun at Morangie, a
promontory fort at Castlehaven, and Cnoic Tigh dun. All
three sites are included within the PhD research of Candice
Hatherley of the University of Aberdeen. At Morangie, the
survey revealed the extensive removal of stone, presumably
for nearby dykes and farmsteads in the 18th and 19th
centuries, and paralleled at more well known sites such as
Dun Alascaig, nearby. At Castle Haven, at least two phases
of construction were recorded – a pair of ramparts and
ditches protecting the promontory, and a second consisting
of a building standing within a stone-walled enclosure. At
Cnoc Tigh, an alleged castle and broch, conforms to the plan
of a dun, much obscured by clearance, trenching, and the
construction of a later fold.

Castlehaven, Tarbat Peninsula, Highland – Situated on the southern
shore of the Dornoch Firth, the fort at Castle Haven appears to
have originally comprised a suite of thick banks and broad ditches
cutting across the neck of a long and narrow promontory. Later,
a dun, standing within a stone-walled enclosure, was constructed
within the fort. (SC1461440 Crown Copyright RCAHMS)
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Above website. While this marked the end of formal activity
on the project, its legacy continues and the website remains
a popular online destination. To date the website has received
2,372,358 unique visits and has had 24,417,360 page views. The
average time spent on site by a logged-in user was 35 minutes.
Part of the success of the project has been its engagement
with the public, and in particular the comments and
contributions of site users. The Britain from Above website
currently has 42,738 registered users, who have made 284,797
contributions. The vast majority of these contributions are
made directly on the records themselves; however, 4,503
comments and 828 images have been added across the 251
thematic groups. In addition to this online activity, five public
presentations were held across Scotland to promote virtual
volunteering during 2014. A second phase of the community
projects with the Govan Reminiscence Group began, with the
aim of producing further digital stories investigating place and
memory. These are now available to the public at the newlyopened Fairfield Offices Heritage Centre in the former Govan
shipyards. In Stonehaven the 1st Stonehaven Cowie Air Scouts
held a Community Heritage Day interviewing local people
about their memories of the town as shown in the Aerofilms
images. These were later uploaded to the Britain from Above
website, as well as to the HistoryPin website. Plans were made
for another short project with youth in Selkirk undertaking
Geocaching, and for a third community project in Dumfries
and Galloway.
Over 25,000 visitors saw the exhibitions of Aerofilms images
that were held at the Lighthouse, Glasgow and at the Museum
of Edinburgh, and these were accompanied by workshops and
activities for families and general audiences. In addition, the
major project exhibition opened at the RAF Museum, Hendon,
which also saw the launch of the joint RCAHMS-produced and
English Heritage-published volume Aerofilms: A History of
Britain From Above.
Torr Alvie, Highland – This fort, only first identified by the North of
Scotland Archaeological Society (NOSAS) in 2011, was surveyed
in March 2014 by RCAHMS in order to provide an accurate drawn
record of the site. (SC 1463627 Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

Torr Alvie, Highland This fort, south of Aviemore and
first recognised by NOSAS in 2011, was surveyed in March
2014 by RCAHMS in conjunction with members of the local
community. Two phases of enclosure were identified, the
later represented by a heavily robbed stone wall which is
overlain on the NE by a monument to the Duke of Gordon,
and the earlier, which is only visible on the S and is defined
by a bank-and-ditch drawn across the ridge.
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
Britain from Above

This community heritage initiative was launched on June 25
2012 as a partnership project between RCAHMS, English
Heritage and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Wales. The project website at www.
britainfromabove.org.uk uses RCAHMS online expertise
and innovation to engage communities with a fascinating
collection of aerial photography drawn from the historic
Aerofilms archive, covering the period 1919–1953. Users can
share and record their memories of the places shown in more
than 95,000 of the oldest and most valuable photographs in
the Aerofilms collection, including nearly 5,000 images of
Scotland.
In 2014, the Britain from Above team completed its Activity
Plan, having catalogued 95,803 images for the Britain from
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A Tale of Two Cities

This exhibition at the Nanjing Museum, China, which
opened in late 2013, remained popular among the Chinese
public throughout its six month duration. It closed following
International Museum Day on 18 May 2014, where it provided
part of the focus for festivities for the whole of China; the
exhibition itself was seen by nearly 1.2 million visitors.

Creating a Vision for the Commonwealth

A film entitled ‘Sightlines’, inspired by the Directorate of
Overseas Survey collection and commissioned by Creative
Scotland as part of Glasgow 2014, premiered to a full house at
the Edinburgh International Film Festival (EIFF) on 19 June.
The film was directed by Genevieve Bicknell and produced
by the Scottish Documentary Institute. A pavilion, designed
by Collective Architecture as a pop-up cinema/exhibition
to show the film and exhibit large scale aerial photographs,
was on show in Edinburgh College of Art during EIFF. In July
the pavilion became a prominent feature of the Empire Cafe
at Glasgow’s Briggait, during the Commonwealth Games.
Following the Games, the pavilion moved to The Lighthouse in
Glasgow where it was on show until 14 September. In total the
film and pavilion reached an audience just in excess of 9,100.

Scotland’s Urban Past

Scotland’s Urban Past (SUP) is a five-year project supporting
communities across the country to investigate, record, engage
with, and celebrate the heritage of our towns and cities. It began
in October 2014 after a successful bid for Heritage Lottery Fund
earlier in the year. SUP will be one of the first major projects
to be launched by Historic Environment Scotland, the new
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lead body for recording, collecting and promoting Scotland’s
historic environment. It represents a unique opportunity to
inspire a new sense of value and understanding of our urban
past through active participation and collaboration within a
coherent, nationwide programme.
At least 60 local projects will be developed in 20 or more of
Scotland’s towns and cities. The exact nature of each individual
project will be decided with the participants and facilitated by
SUP. Wide-ranging consultation during the SUP development
phase showed a strong interest in social and architectural
history especially in relation to the last two centuries – and the
recent past in particular – with communities wanting to link
buildings and places to people and memories. Participants will
include local groups already interested in their urban heritage,
young people, and audiences traditionally less likely to be
involved in heritage activities.
The scale of each SUP Project will vary, ranging from a
building, street or neighbourhood, to an entire urban area. SUP
will provide expert training and support to enable people across
Scotland to explore the rich architectural, industrial, social and
personal histories of our towns and cities through investigation
and recording of the built environment, researching old
documents and images, and gathering reminiscences, oral
histories and traditions from local residents. Participants will
grow their understanding of the distinctive characters of their
urban environments, exploring how things have changed over
time, and sharing their findings with wider communities.
New social and historical information gathered by project
participants will be added to Canmore – the national online
database of architecture, industry and archaeology – where
it will enrich the record of the urban past, and enhance
opportunities for more people to learn about their built
heritage now and in the future.
SUP Projects are also likely to share their findings in a range

of ways, including publications, heritage trails, guided walks,
websites, social media, exhibitions, and local community
events. Creative initiatives will be supported, with the urban
past being celebrated in art, film, music, and performance.

The SUP team in November 2014 (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)
SUP ‘Crowdsourcing’ activities will inspire the wider public
to learn about and connect with their urban heritage. People
will be invited to investigate and contribute material relating
to over 50,000 buildings and urban places for which Canmore
holds records, and to expand the national database by creating
new records for sites not currently held in Canmore. A mobile
version of the SUP website will enable Crowdsourcing
participants to use smart phones to explore and contribute to
the urban record in the national database.

Britain From Above exhibition at the Lighthouse, Glasgow (Crown Copyright RCAHMS) (see page 208)
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There are exciting opportunities for forging links within and
between communities, and across generations. Our urban past
can be used to reinvigorate local communities and establish
sustainable networks for collaboration in the future.
At the project’s inception in October 2014, six project staff and
a contract web developer were recruited and began work with
an intensive induction programme, including a community
team mapping session and a fieldwork trip to Bo’ness. The
graphic designer and evaluation consultants for the project
were interviewed and appointed and the financial estimates
for 2015–16 were completed.

including cataloguing, accessioning, making collections
accessible, collections management and digitisation
and is supervised from within the RCAHMS Collections
department. The Education programme, meanwhile,
develops skills in social media, exhibitions, and engagement
and the development of a wide range of learning materials
for different audiences.

ScotlandsPlaces

The ScotlandsPlaces website brings together place-related
digital archive resources from RCAHMS, the National Records
of Scotland and the National Library of Scotland into one easily
searchable resource. Over 180,000 pages of historic archive
material are now available through the largest online archival
crowdsourcing project in Scotland. Over 3,100 volunteers
have become involved in transcribing information relating to
people and places in Scotland, spanning the period from the
early 17th through to the late 19th centuries.
During 2014 the phase of the project entitled Transcribe
ScotlandsPlaces met and exceeded all its targets in relation
to the Heritage Lottery Fund grant award. Nearly 80,000
pages have been transcribed, with 11,000 pages having been
checked by moderators. 23 workshops and 18 talks were
delivered across Scotland and the rest of the UK, reaching
1,225 individuals. Social media reach expanded the audience
and their participation. Over 7,000 information leaflets were
distributed to institutions around the world and over 6,000
enquiries answered. Traditional print and audio-visual media
outputs have reached in excess of 500,000 individuals.
Palaeography and transcription guidance was written for the
individual record types and revised throughout the course of
the project. The transcription community authored a series of
Frequently Asked Questions and undertook the management
of those in the forums. Over 3,000 transcribers have registered
with the project to date. Of the 3,100 transcribers, 242 were
drawn from the workshops, and the rest from social media,
contact with the project at talks or conferences, conventional
media and word of mouth. Over half of the pages available for
transcription have been started. The target of 10 workshops
was exceeded, with 45 workshops and talks being given in
total. An exhibition of the work of ScotlandsPlaces, including
Transcribe ScotlandsPlaces, was on show for four weeks
in July 2014 at the National Records of Scotland with an
accompanying booklet.

Skills for the Future

‘Building Curatorial and Learning Skills for the Heritage Sector’,
is an ongoing major skills development project at RCAHMS.
Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the project forms part of
their national ‘Skills for the Future’ programme, which focuses
on creating paid training opportunities to build skills amongst
people seeking employment in the heritage sector.
The fourth year of our RCAHMS Skills for the Future project
will come to an end in February 2015 with nine remaining
trainees. This was scheduled to be the final year, but HLF have
granted the project an extension of two years, which will utilise
an underspend from the overall project of around £170,000.
This will allow RCAHMS to have a further seven trainees –
three between April 2015 and March 2016 and the final four
between May 2016 and April 2017. The project manager’s
position will reduce to part-time.
The programme in 2014 remained the same with the
Curatorial programme based on developing archival skills
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Skills for the Future trainees 2014 (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)
The trainees are based primarily at RCAHMS, but all take
part in periods of placement work with partner organisations.
Education trainees undertake a three-month placement as part
of their year-long traineeship, and this year these took place
with our colleagues at Historic Scotland (based at Stirling
Castle, Dunfermline Abbey and Stanley Mills) and with the
National Trust for Scotland, with one of this year’s trainee
working with the NTS Community Archaeology team and
another based at the David Livingstone Centre. All placements
went well and the trainees gained useful skills as well as
contributing to the work of our partners. One of our Education
trainees was successful in gaining employment within the
sector following the placements, and is now based at Penicuik
House as a heritage ranger.
The remaining Education trainees returned to RCAHMS,
where they helped to develop and design exhibition panels
with the RCAHMS design team, and helped to organise and
co-ordinate the Community Heritage conference which was
jointly organised by RCAHMS and Archaeology Scotland at
Crieff Hydro in November.
The Curatorial trainees had a shorter two week placement
in May based at a variety of Local Authority archives. This
proved a useful and interesting experience for the trainees
and also broadened the network of sector-relevant contacts
for themselves and the organisations involved. Placements
included Callendar House with Falkirk Community Trust,
Dundee University, Hawick Heritage Hub, Perth and Kinross
Council Archives and the Archives of Edinburgh College of Art
at Edinburgh University.
Throughout their work programme, the Curatorial trainees
have contributed significantly to the work of the RCAHMS
Collections team. By the year-end, they had accessioned,
identified and catalogued over 1000 items and updated the
relevant records. They have taken part in section meetings,
undertaken retrievals and worked on the RCAHMS Search
Room desk. Between September and November the trainees
undertook online modules in either Archives Management or
Education and Outreach through the University of Dundee.
A successful trip to London was undertaken at the end of
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November, with our team meeting other trainees from Skills
projects run at the British Museum and also at the London
Metropolitan Archives. Visits were also undertaken to the
National Archives and to the Soane Museum.
Their work programme then concluded with integration
projects, which allow Education and Curatorial trainees to
work together to accession, catalogue and make available
specific groups of material. Projects this year included curating
material from the Lorimer collection; curating and digitising
Student Drawings in the Collections, with the trainees focusing
on the work of Anthony Wolffe; and exploring the work of
James Drummond, with trainees focusing on his drawings of
market crosses. The latter resulted in an information stall in
two locations during Christmas markets at Crieff and Elgin,
where they presented material from the Drummond collection
as well as information about RCAHMS. An exhibition of
Anthony Wolffe’s drawings, meanwhile, will be held in
conjunction with Edinburgh College of Art in January 2015.
All trainees have now completed the work programme and
their work has once again made a real contribution to the
curatorial and education work of both RCAHMS and its partner
organisations. More information on all of these projects can be
found on the RCAHMS website at www.rcahms.gov.uk.

COLLECTIONS

Every year the RCAHMS National Collection receives a wide
range of archaeological material from projects ranging from
excavation and watching briefs, to surveys and historic
building recording. Archives, both physical and digital, have
been received from numerous units and individuals, including
AOC, CFA Archaeology Ltd, Connolly Heritage Consultancy,
Stuart Farrell, Headland Archaeology Ltd, Kilmartin House
Museum, National Museums Scotland, The National Trust for
Scotland, Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology and Orkney
Archaeological Trust, Rathmell, and Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services.
2014 has been notable for the number of major
commemorative events: these have been reflected in a number
of accessions, including a baseline condition survey of World
War 1 training trenches in Dreghorn Woods, Edinburgh,
by GUARD Archaeology, and a report by Dr T C Welsh on
‘Bannockburn: the forgotten battlefield’.
Miscellaneous material received includes a letter from
William Donnelly relating to the excavations at Auchengaich
Burn, Argyll and Bute, 1901; an album of photographs taken in
1956 on Iona by Nicholas Thomas whilst he was photographer
for the Edinburgh University excavation led by his brother,
Charles Thomas. Marking the completion of the publication
of the Perth High Street archaeological excavation fascicules,
additional archive has been received from Alder Archaeology.
Another report by Dr Welsh reassesses the evidence for
one of Scotland’s most intriguing lost monuments, and asks,
‘Where stood Arthur’s O’on?’ Maritime material includes digital
archive relating to the Scapa Flow 2013 Marine Archaeology
Survey.
This year has seen a several significant accessions of
graveyard surveys, including copies of drawings of buried
gravestones recorded by the Moray Burial Ground Research
Group, photographs of gravestones by Hamish Brown, and
a large collection of slides taken by Dr Islay M Donaldson
covering much of Scotland.
Copies of guidelines for the creation of paper and digital
archives are available online, through the Freedom of
Information section of the RCAHMS website www.rcahms.
gov.uk. For further information and advice, please contact Iain
Fraser or Emily Nimmo.
The RCAHMS public search room is open for consultation

from Tuesday to Friday, 9.30 to 17.00. As noted above, as many
of our collections are now stored away from John Sinclair
House, to ensure that material is available, it is advisable to
arrange an appointment prior to visiting the Search Room.
Address: John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace,
Edinburgh EH8 9NX
Tel: 0131 662 1456 Fax: 0131 662 1477/1499
E-mail: info@rcahms.gov.uk Website: www.rcahms.gov.uk

The ruined steading at Boll o’Bere, Balerno, City of Edinburgh.
(RCAHMS DP 181347 Copyright CFA Archaeology Ltd)

Crail Airfield control tower, surveyed by CFA Archaeology, 2006.
(RCAHMS DP 181494 Copyright CFA Archaeology Ltd)

Arthur’s O’on, from Alexander Gordon’s Itinerarium Septentrionale
(1726). (Copyright RCAHMS SC 00357296)
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The Lost Tomb of Robert the Bruce

As part of the commemorations of the 700th anniversary of
the Battle of Bannockburn a joint project has researched and
reconstructed the lost tomb of Robert the Bruce. The project
involves the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland, Historic Scotland, National Museums
Scotland, the Hunterian, the National Registers of Scotland,
Fife Cultural Trust, the Abbotsford Trust and Scran.
After King Robert I died in 1329, he was buried in the choir
of Dunfermline Abbey. Contemporary sources record that
his grave was then marked by a monument commissioned
prior to his death and imported from Paris. This monument
was later lost, probably having been destroyed during the
demolition and quarrying of the monastery in the aftermath
of the Reformation.
As is well known, during the building of the present parish
church in 1818, workmen discovered a skeleton, believed to be
that of the king. However, other excavations between about
1790 and 1820 also discovered fragments of carved and gilded
stone, variously described as marble or alabaster, which were
identified as pieces of Bruce’s vanished monument. These
pieces are now preserved in the collections of The Hunterian,
National Museums Scotland, and Dunfermline Museum.
In contrast to the skeleton, the fragments have attracted
relatively little attention or academic study. Until this project
they had never been brought together in one location for
comparison.
The project was set up to utilise the particular skills and
resources of the partners. RCAHMS and HS have now
examined and recorded the pieces in detail with the aim
of reconstructing the form of the original structure. The
monument is now known to have followed the model of French
royal tombs of the early 14th century: an arcaded tombchest

surmounted by an effigy of the king and a canopy, in black
and white marble. A generous grant from the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland has allowed research visits to Paris to
examine comparable material at the French royal mausoleum
of St Denis, and in the collections of the Louvre, and also
other pieces now in the Metropolitan Museum, New York.
Using the reconstruction drawings, detailed photography
by RCAHMS and digital scanning by Historic Scotland, the
Digital Design Studio, Glasgow School of Art, has created a
three-dimensional digital model of the monument as it would
once have looked.
Analysis by National Museums Scotland and Historic
Scotland has confirmed the stone to be a true marble, and
to retain traces of gilding and paint. It is hoped that further
analysis will be able to identify the source of the marble more
precisely. Experts at the Louvre have suggested that the stone,
like that of the French royal tombs, is highly likely to have
been quarried at Carrara, northern Italy.
With the known pieces of the tomb dispersed through
three different collections, it was hoped that the project
might uncover yet more, unrecorded, fragments, possibly
still in private hands. One of the most exciting outcomes of
the project was the discovery of an additional piece, hitherto
unrecognised and undocumented, among Sir Walter Scott’s
collections of antiquities at Abbotsford House.
This research, imagery and model will allow all four
collections to reinterpret their own fragments of the
monument, and to display them more visually, showing how
they would have fitted into the intact tomb.
The digital model, together with a selection of the fragments,
were the focus of a display, The Lost Tomb of Robert the Bruce,
in The Hunterian, Glasgow: this will move to Abbotsford
House in 2015.

The 3D digital visualisation of Bruce’s tomb (Copyright Digital Design Studio)
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RADIOCARBON DATES ASSOCIATED WITH THE SCOTTISH HISTORY
AND ARCHAEOLOGY DEPARTMENT, NATIONAL MUSEUMS
SCOTLAND, 2013/14
Alison Sheridan (JAS), Duncan Garrow (DG), Owain Mason (OM), Rick Schulting (RJS),
Christophe Snoeck (CS), Richard Bradley (RJB), Clive Waddington (CW), Richard Evershed (RE),
Helen Whelton (HW), Gordon Cook (GC) and Philip Naysmith (PN)
As with previous years, 2013/14 saw an eclectic mixture of material being dated for, or with the assistance of, National Museums
Scotland (NMS). This reflects the continuing breadth and richness of its collaborative research activities with outside bodies,
involving not only material in the NMS collections but also other important finds. The external projects in question are: i) DG’s
and Dr Fraser Sturt’s Stepping Stones to the Neolithic project (http://www.neolithicsteppingstones.org/_/Home.html), for which
Neolithic artefacts from the Western Isles were dated; ii) OM’s doctoral research (Edinburgh University) on Beaker pottery in
northern Scotland and its broader background, for which calcined bone from Scord of Brouster, Shetland, was dated; iii) RJS
and CS’s research into the ‘ancient fuel’ effect in the dating of calcined bone (University of Oxford; Snoeck et al 2014), for which
calcined bone from Stanydale house and House 1, Ness of Gruting, Shetland, was dated; iv) RJB’s recent re-excavation of the
enclosed stone circle on the Hill of Tuack, Aberdeenshire – a monument first excavated by Charles Elphinstone Dalrymple in 1855;
and v) CW’s Rescued From the Sea community archaeology research project on Low Hauxley, Northumberland (Waddington
2014; http://www.nwt.org.uk/rescued-from-the-sea). Also reported on here is the date for a remarkable object – seemingly a
hat – made of coiled, bundled horsehair that had been found in 1953 during peat-cutting near Kirtomy, Farr parish, Highland.
This was dated as part of JAS’ current investigations into the earliest use of domestic horse in Scotland. Fewer dates than normal
were commissioned by NMS this year, because most of JAS’ efforts have been dedicated to the relocation of the Department of
Scottish History and Archaeology’s reserve collection to a new store at the National Museums’ Collection Centre, Granton. The
Kirtomy object resurfaced as a result of this move.
Held over until a future volume of DES are the Scottish results of a major current international radiocarbon dating project,
The Times of Their Lives, led by Professor Alasdair Whittle of Cardiff University and funded by the European Research Council
(http://totl.eu/). The Scottish element of this project has tackled the dating of Grooved Ware pottery in Orkney. The NMS
material that has been dated for this project comprises one human tibia fragment and animal bones from Skara Brae, and animal
bones from Professor David Clarke’s excavations at the Links of Noltland.
The calibrated dates presented below are those that have been supplied by the laboratories; those from SUERC have been
calibrated using OxCal 4.1.7, while those provided by ORAU have been calibrated using OxCal 4.2.4. (There is not a significant
difference in the results produced by these two versions of OxCal.) While recommended practice for citing calibrated dates is
to round them out to the nearest decade, the unrounded versions are presented here, in order to avoid any possible confusion
(since some archaeologists use different ways of rounding). Readers can undertake their own adjustments using the ‘raw’ data
presented here.
All websites cited above were accessed in December 2014.

Crown antler macehead from Northton, Harris (NF99SE 2)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Drilled powder sample from red
Stepping Stones to the
OxA-29163 -21.8
deer crown antler macehead, from Neolithic project (principal
Neolithic midden II (NMS X.unreg) funder: AHRC)

Date BP
4021±30

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
2573–2490
2620–2471

Comment (JAS and DG): This macehead (Simpson 1996, no 53; Simpson et al 2006, 74, fig 2.34.15) was dated in order to
ascertain whether it is contemporary with antler maceheads from elsewhere in Britain, which have produced dates within the
3500–2900 BC range (Loveday et al 2007; cf. Sheridan et al 2012 on the example from Watnall, Nottinghamshire). It had been
found in the Neolithic midden, associated with incised Hebridean Neolithic pottery and Unstan bowls, and on the basis of other
radiocarbon dates from the same Northton midden and for Hebridean Neolithic pottery elsewhere (for examples of which,
see below), it should have produced a date within the second half of the fourth millennium – i.e. several centuries earlier than
2620–2471 cal BC. That the reliability of the date is in question is suggested by a comment by staff from the ORAU Laboratory:
‘This sample was very small. Only 140mg was analysed and this produced 1.86mg of gelatin. The sample was not ultrafiltered
due to the excessively small size of the collagen extract, and of the starting weight’. It is therefore quite possible that the date is
younger than it should be. Re-dating, using a larger sample, is recommended.
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Encrusted organic residue from the interior of Hebridean Neolithic sherds from crannog-like sites at
Eileann an Tighe, Loch Nan Geireann, North Uist (NF87SW 1), Loch Arnish, Lewis (NB43SW 13),
Loch Bhorghastail, Lewis (no NMRS no) and Loch an Duna, Bragar, Lewis (NB24NE 56)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Eileann an Tighe (NMS X.EOA 364) Stepping Stones to the OxA-28951 -25.6
Neolithic project
Eileann an Tighe (NMS X.EOA 400) Ditto
OxA-28952 -26.3

4610±29

Loch Arnish
(awaiting allocation)
Loch Bhorghastail
(awaiting allocation)
Loch an Duna
(awaiting allocation)

4672±30

Ditto

OxA-28953 -26.3

4620±30

Ditto

OxA-28954 -21.6

4749±30

Ditto

OxA-28955 -26.3

4658±30

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
3494–3355
3506–3341
3515–3373
3620–3368
3496–3359
3512–3348
3632–3520
3637–3381
3506–3370
3519–3365

Comment (JAS and DG): The encrusted organic residue on these sherds was dated in order to enhance the currently-inadequate
body of dates for the Hebridean Neolithic pottery tradition, and thereby to contribute to one of the main aims of the Stepping
Stones to the Neolithic project – to improve our understanding of the chronology of Neolithic activity in the Hebrides. Advantage
was also taken of the recent spectacular finds of Neolithic pottery in a number of lochs in Lewis, discovered by sport diver Chris
Murray (Sheridan et al 2014), with the dates for sherds from Lochs Arnish, Bhorghastail and an Duna intended to act as ‘spot
dating’ in preparation for hoped-for future research. Encrusted residue from three Hebridean Neolithic sherds from Lindsay
Scott’s excavations at Eileann an Tighe, North Uist, (Scott 1951) was dated to provide comparative data for similar pottery
from North Uist, although one of the samples (from NMS X.EOA 339) produced an obviously anomalous date of 1702±26,
δ13C -27.8‰ (OxA-29162, cal AD 264–389 at 68.2% probability, cal AD 255–402 at 95.4% probability). Organic residues on pottery
can occasionally produce such ‘maverick’ dates. The sherds in question are all from large Hebridean Neolithic bowls and jars;
in the event, it was impossible to find an Unstan bowl from any of the assemblages that contained sufficient encrusted organic
residue for dating.
The dates listed above are remarkably consistent, not only with each other but also with other dates for Hebridean Neolithic
pottery (e.g. from Allt Chrisal, Barra, An Doirlinn, South Uist, Bharpa Carinish and Eilean Domhnuill, North Uist and Northton,
Harris) and suggest a floruit for this ceramic tradition within the third quarter of the fourth millennium BC. Further dating is
required to establish the overall currency of this tradition.
The absorbed lipids in eight sherds from Loch an Duna, Loch Bhorghastail and Loch Arnish (including the dated sherds) were
analysed by RE and HW at the University of Bristol, with four of these producing evidence that the pots had indeed been used
for cooking, to heat a mixture of animal fats to high temperatures. Evidence for the former presence of plants (of indeterminate
species) in the pots was found in the same sherds, suggesting that the pots could have been used to cook some form of meat
and plant-based stew. The animal fat lipids also included milk residues. No trace of any marine lipids was found, and this is in
line with the broader picture for Scottish Neolithic pottery (Cramp et al 2014), despite the fact that one of the only two Scottish
Neolithic pots to have produced a marine lipid signature was a Hebridean Neolithic bowl from Bharpa Langais.
The kind assistance of the late Mark Elliott (Museum nan Eilean) in securing the Lewis lochs samples is acknowledged, as is
that of Hugo Anderson-Whymark who shared the responsibility for sample selection and delivery.

Calcined animal bone fragments from layer underlying House 2, Scord of Brouster, Shetland (HU25SE 26)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

Calcined mammal bone (Layer 3,
SB78 H2 no 242) (Shetland
Museum)
Calcined mammal bone (Layer 3,
SB78 H2 no 566) (Shetland
Museum)
Calcined mammal bone (Layer 3,
SB78 H2 no 255/256a) (Shetland
Museum)

Margaret Stewart Bequest SUERC56459
(GU35545)
Margaret Stewart Bequest SUERC56460
(GU35546)
Margaret Stewart Bequest SUERC56461
(GU35548)

δ13C‰

Date BP

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
3336–3105
3355–3036

-27.7

4499±38

-28.4

4400±38

3089–2929
3316–2909

-31.2

4372±38

3020–2920
3092–2906

Comment (JAS and OM): This material was dated in order to cross-check the pre-existing dates (from charcoal) for the phase 1
activity – probably relating to the use of a timber house – underlying the phase 2 stone-built House 2 at Scord of Brouster (Whittle
et al 1986, 8; dates CAR-249–251). The stone-built house had produced an assemblage of Beaker pottery (ibid, fig 54.4–11, 13–21
and fig 55; Sheridan 2013; 2014), and similarly-decorated sherds had been found in contexts which were deemed probably to
‘belong to phase 1 rather than phase 2’ (Whittle et al 1986, 8). The new dates, however, confirmed the Neolithic date of the phase
1 activity and lead one to infer that the decorated sherds in question actually belong to phase 2, rather than to phase 1. They also
provide additional confirmation for the date of the undecorated Neolithic pottery found in the phase 1 contexts (ibid, fig 54.1–3
and 12); this is comparable in form, fabric and date to that associated with phase 1 activity under House 1(ibid, fig 56.1–6).
The good match between the newly-obtained dates from calcined bone and the dates obtained during the 1980s from charcoal
(namely 4495±75 BP (CAR-249), 4455±70 BP (CAR-250) and 4540±65 BP (CAR-251)) indicates that the fuel used to cook the
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meat in question had not been ancient – in contrast to that used at Stanydale and Ness of Gruting, as discussed below.
A further sample, of unburnt mammal bone from phase 1 Layer 3e, failed to produce a date due to insufficient collagen being
present. The kind assistance of Jenny Murray (Shetland Museum) in permitting the sampling of the Scord of Brouster finds, and
the generous support of the Margaret Stewart Bequest in funding the dates, is acknowledged.

Calcined animal bone fragments from Stanydale house (HU25SE 1) and House 1, Ness of Gruting
(HU24NE12), Shetland
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
2565–2470
2574–2463

Calcined bone fragment, large
mammal, from peat ash in
Stanydale house (NMS Z.unreg.;
envelope no 5, sample ref. SH5)
Calcined bone fragment, sheep or
goat, Ness of Gruting house 1
(NMS Z.unreg.; envelope no 6,
sample ref. NoG6)
Calcined bone fragment, large
mammal, Ness of Gruting house 1,
from main peat ash deposit*
(NMS Z.unreg.; envelope no 7,
sample ref. NoG7)
Calcined bone fragment, large
mammal, Ness of Gruting house 1,
from main peat ash deposit*
(NMS Z.unreg.; envelope no 7,
sample ref. NoG7) NB duplicate
date of sample NoG7

University of Oxford

OxA-X2579-43

-29.0

3983±29

University of Oxford

OxA-X2575-37

-25.8

3857±33

2453–2233
2461–2208

University of Oxford

OxA-X2579-42

-27.4

4043±28

2619–2492
2832–2476

University of Oxford

OxA-X2579-41

-27.4

3964±31

2565–2461
2573–2348

*presumably from the wall core; ‘main peat ash deposit’ written on envelope

Comment (RJS, CS and JAS): These bone fragments were selected for dating to ascertain whether an ‘old fuel’ date offset would
be evident here through the use of peat as a fuel – since research by CS and RJS had confirmed experimentally that the use of
ancient material, such as peat as fuel in fires or on cremation pyres, can make the resulting dates on calcined bone older than
they should be, by variable lengths of time, through the uptake of old carbon (Snoeck et al 2014). Both houses had produced
abundant evidence for the use of peat – rather than wood – as fuel, and two of the samples (SH5 and NoG7) had been found
among peat ash (Calder 1956; see especially Appendix 1, p.380). House 1 at Ness of Gruting offered a chronological ‘control’ in
the form of four dates obtained for a cache of carbonised barley grain at the bottom of the wall core that contained the peat ash
in which sample NoG7 was found; these indicate that the house had been constructed at some time between 2200 cal BC and
1980 cal BC (Sheridan 2012a, table 1). The fact that all three Ness of Gruting dates pre-date that may well indicate that these dates
have indeed been affected by an ‘old fuel’ offset, particularly since the consistency in the ceramic finds from the peat-ash wall
core and from the house interior indicates that the wall core material had not been ancient when the house was built (Henshall
1956, 381). The variability in the dates, even in the case of the duplicate pair OxA-X-2579-41 and -42, could be explained by the
random element in the uptake of old carbon from the peat. No ‘control’ exists for the Stanydale house other than the presence of
a localised, Shetland variant of domestic Beaker pottery, for which a post-2200 BC date can be proposed (Sheridan 2013; 2014).
Here again, therefore, an ‘old fuel’ effect seems likely for the date of the calcined bone. Further exploration of this source of bias
in radiocarbon dates is required, by comparing dates for calcined bone burnt using ancient fuel against ‘control’ samples from
the same sites.

Calcined human bone fragments from Hill of Tuack enclosed stone circle, Aberdeenshire (NJ71NE 27)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Calcined bone fragment (lower limb, individual
aged 18–19, indeterminate sex) found inside
inverted Cordoned Urn within stone circle
(NMS X.EP 5)
Calcined bone fragment (skull, adolescent 12–19,
indeterminate sex) found inside inverted urn of
indeterminate type, but probably Collared or
Cordoned, within stone circle (NMS X.EP 6)

NMS

SUERC56457
(GU35543)

-23.5

3406±38

NMS

SUERC56458
(GU35544)

-24.8

3393±38

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
1747–1658
1873–1617
1741–1639
1870–1566

Comment (RJB and JAS): The dated bone fragments are from two urned deposits found by Dalrymple during his excavations
inside the Hill of Tuack stone circle in 1855. The dates are closely comparable with those obtained for two deposits of cremated
human remains, one found within a Cordoned Urn, discovered within the stone circle during RJB’s recent re-excavation of this
monument. The significance of these results in terms of the overall chronology of the monument is discussed in detail in the
report on the excavations (Bradley and Nimura forthcoming). The Cordoned Urn-associated dates are well in line with the overall
chronology of this type of cinerary urn (Sheridan 2007).
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Horsehair object, probably a hat, from near Kirtomy, Farr, Highland (Sutherland)
(No NMRS no; NGR NC 753 625)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Horsehair object, found in peat during peatcutting, c4 feet (1.22 m) below the original
surface of the bog (NMS X.unreg.)

NMS

SUERC-52101
(GU33973)

-26.8

2870±30

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
1110–1003
1127–931

Comment (JAS): This object, hitherto unpublished but for a note of its acquisition by the then-named National Museum of
Antiquities of Scotland in 1961/62 (Proc Soc Antiq Scot 95 (1961–62), 312, no 32), is of complex, coiled construction featuring
bound bundles of horsehair plus a second organic material that had wholly disintegrated. Meticulous study of its construction
by Audrey Henshall revealed that it consisted of four elements: a slightly domed ‘crown’, tubular ‘upper’ and ‘lower walls’ and a
brim-like piece; the most plausible interpretation is that it had been a hat. The date establishes that this is a Middle to Late Bronze
Age object, roughly contemporary with a piece of braided horsehair cordage from an enigmatic organic object found during peatcutting at Sheshader, Lewis and radiocarbon-dated to 2860±85 BP (OxA-3536, 1188–917 cal BC at 68.2% probability, 1262–834 cal
BC at 95.4% probability: Sheridan and Saville 1992). These objects currently constitute the earliest radiocarbon-dated evidence
for the use of the domestic horse in Scotland, the alleged ‘Beaker period’ horse tooth from Northton, Harris, having been shown
to be of medieval date (Sheridan 2012b). While the Kirtomy object was a stray find, it should be noted that there is other evidence
for activity during the second half of the second millennium BC in the area. A hoard comprising two bronze palstaves was found
in peat in Kirtomy Moss shortly before 1897 (Mackay 1909, 242; Coles 1964, 92, 101, 139, 155, fig 17.10–12). A bronze flanged
axehead from Kirtomy is also believed to have been have been part of that hoard (Coles 1964, op. cit.). A second palstave hoard
was found in the same parish (Farr) a few kilometres to the west, in a rock shelter at Craig-a-Bhodaich (Mackay 1909, 240; Coles
1964, 155), and a Coles Type E bronze spearhead was found under a prostrate stone of a stone circle at Craggan Soiller, south
of Farr (Mackay 1909, 242; Coles 1964, 144). This metalwork could have been broadly contemporary with the horsehair object.
Together with a valve from a steatite mould for making tanged leaf-shaped spearheads found at Langdale, several kilometres
to the SSW of Kirtomy in Strathnaver (Mackay 1906, 129–130 and fig 2; Coles 1964, 118, 147), this confirms that late second
millennium BC Strathnaver and its vicinity was a flourishing area where bronze objects were made and deposited.

Adult male bone from Low Hauxley, Northumberland (NGR cNU 284 017)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Clavicle from adult male, found Rescued From the Sea
early 1950s eroding from a cliff project (principal funder:
(NMS X.unreg.)
Northumberland Wildlife Trust)

Lab no

δ13C‰ Date BP

SUERC-53129 -18.2
(GU34140)

436±25

Calibrated date at 68.2% and
95.4% probability
1524–1643
1476–1661

Comment (CW and JAS): The skeleton in question, found by a Dr. R.P. Robertson, had originally been presented to Edinburgh
University Anatomy Department in 1953, but was subsequently transferred to NMS. Its date (whose δ13C value shows a significant
marine reservoir effect that has been adjusted for in the calibration, by GC) sheds light on the geomorphological history of the
Low Hauxley area, confirming that the dune system that formed during the first millennium AD had stabilised, and a soil had
developed, by the time that this individual was buried (Waddington 2014, 42). This interment forms part of a long sequence of
activities at Low Hauxley, with evidence dating from the Mesolithic, Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Early Bronze Age, Iron Age/Roman,
Early Historic, Medieval and post-Medieval periods having been found.
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ROSEMARKIE CAVES PROJECT

Test pitting in coastal caves
Simon Gunn – Rosemarkie Caves Project, affiliated to NOSAS
Test pits were dug in five caves, 6–10 October 2013, primarily to look charcoal and bone for radiocarbon dating. These caves
were on the S shore of the Black Isle near Inverness. Caves investigated were: NH 751 601 Ivy Cave, NH 756 607 Learnie 1B,
NH 757 608 Learnie 2B, NH 757 609 Learnie 3B, NH 759 608 Learnie 3C. No suitable samples for dating were found in Ivy Cave,
but the other caves revealed use of the caves from AD 200–1200.

Funder: Highland Council and The Cromarty Trust

Rosemarkie Caves Project – 2013 Test Pits Radiocarbon Dating Results
Lab Code

Cave

Test
Sample Context Description
Pit No or
No
Find No

Uncal (BP) Calibrated
1-sigma
(68.2%)

SUERC-49919
(GU32429)

Learnie
1B

T1

7

112

SUERC-49920
(GU32430)

Learnie
1B

T1

16

111

SUERC-49921
(GU32431)

Learnie
2B

T1

53

108

SUERC-49922
(GU32432)

Learnie
2B

T2

13

210

SUERC-49923
(GU32433)

Learnie
2B

T2

54

210

SUERC-49927
(GU32434)

Learnie
3B

T1

14

110

Charcoal from 110cm
deep in context

SUERC-49928
(GU32435)

Learnie
3B

T1

94

107

Animal bone from
deposit underlying
hearth C106

SUERC-49929
(GU32436)

Learnie
3C

T2

32

204

Charcoal from 100cm
deep in context

1810±32 139–242 AD 126–325 AD -27.3%

SUERC-49920
(GU32430)

Learnie
3C

T2

56

204

Butchered animal
bone from 100cm
deep in context

1795±30 143–318 AD 132–328 AD -22.2%

Charcoal from 100cm
deep at base of
charcoally ash layer
over natural
Animal bone sample
from deposit rich in
animal bone, 90cm
deep
Animal bone from
base of deposit at
110cm deep

Calibrated
2-sigma
(95.4%)

Delta13 Delta15 C/N
C%
N%
ratio

1177±32 777–889 AD 769–965 AD -26.8%

–

–

1225±32 720–870 AD 689–886 AD -22.9%

5.4%

3.2

1372±32 640–672 AD 604–757 AD -22.6%

5.8%

3.2

Charcoal at 105cm
1299±32 669–764 AD 660–770 AD -26.7%
deep from base of
context, transition
to underlying
Context 211
Animal bone from
1337±32 651–769 AD 645–767 AD -20.8%
100cm deep in context
1419±32 611–652 AD 579–662 AD -24.0%

901±32

1046–
1185 AD

1038– -22.7%
1210 AD

–

6.0%

–

4.0%

–

7.0%
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CURRENT POST-GRADUATE SCOTTISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH IN THE UK
This is not necessarily an exhaustive list. The university departments providing courses in archaeology listed in the 2000 CBA
Guide to Archaeology in Higher Education were asked to give details of their current post-graduate research involving Scottish
sites or materials. The information below is that provided by the institutions who responded. Archaeology Scotland encourages
any readers engaged in continuing research to submit details (as set out below) for publication in the volume for 2015.
Institution

Name

Research

End date

Status

Univ Aberdeen

Claire Christie

Farming on the edge: Towards an understanding of the first
farming societies of Shetland

2017

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Candy Hatherley

Pathways to Power: The Iron Age settlement archaeology
of the Moray Firthlands

2015

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Gavin Lindsay

Legacies of Conflict: Approaches to the World War Two
archaeology of small islands

2016

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Michael Stratigos

Living on Water: Crannogs in NE Scotland

2017

PhD

Univ Bradford

Ceilidh Lerwick

Vikings, Picts and Scots: Biocultural identity in medieval
Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Cambridge

Aaron Critch

Silver and the political economy of Viking Age Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Durham

Emily Blake

Mesolithic fishing and shellfishing across the North East
Atlantic seaboard of Europe, with detailed case studies
from the Western Isles of Scotland and western Norway

2014

PhD

Univ Durham

Thomas Crowther

An exploration into the significance placed upon domestic
and landscape lightscapes within Iron Age Scottish Society

2014

PhD

Univ Durham

Stephanie Piper

The Mesolithic of the Western Isles of Scotland

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Malcolm Cooper

Gerald Baldwin Brown and the conservation movement
in Britain

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Gemma Cruikshanks Iron in the Iron Age: a long-term case study from Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Graeme Erskine

Roman roads between the Antonine Wall and Hadrian’s Wall

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Rachel Ford

Later Prehistoric Landscapes in Northern Britain

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Julia Gerken

Iron Age worked bones in Atlantic Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Johnny Horn

Establishing dating and chronologies of hillforts in Britain
and Ireland

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Helen Langstaff

Heritability of facial morphology

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Owain Mason

Dialogues, transitions and social preference: reassessing the
importance of Beaker type pottery in Scotland

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Caroline Mamwell

It rained a lot and nothing much happened: land use,
settlement and society in Bronze Age Orkney

2016

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Kelly McCullough

Using biomechanics to test indices: A detailed look into
platymeria, platycnemia and squtting facets

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Deborah Reginiano

Activity markers in Neolithic populations of Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Emily Stammitti

A cross-cultural analysis of the policy, application and effects
of legislation pertaining to archaeological remains in and
abutting reservoirs in the UK and the USA

2014

PhD
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Univ Edinburgh

Scott Stetkiewicz

Iron production in the Iron Age of the nearer continent and
Britain: a scientific analysis of smelting systems

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Sylvia Thornbush

The comparison of stylistic seriation of headstones in urban
Scottish and English churchyards with Ontario churchyards
in Canada

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Aiden Walsh

Fortifications in early medieval Scotland and Britain

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Simon Wood

The forts and promontory forts of western Scotland

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Anouk Busset

Early medieval sculpture in ‘barbarian’ Europe

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Leigh Garst

The Scottish tower house revisted

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Kevin Grant

Evocations of modern Scottish Highland and Island
landscapes

2016

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Helen Green

Perceptions and pasts in the planning process of Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Tom Horne

The most praiseworthy journey: Scandinavian market
networks in the Viking Age

2013

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Morgana McCabe

Liminal faces and places: the feared other in the
archaeological landscape

TBD

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Ryan McNutt

Finding forgotten fields: Towards a methodology of historic
landscape reconstruction and predictive modelling of
battlefield locations

2014

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Shirley Ann Watson

The cultural associations and contemporary interpretation
of Scottish battlefields

TBD

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Rebecca Younger

De-henging the henge: a reconsideration of henge sites
in Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Highlands
Siobhan Cooke
and Islands		
Orkney College		

Animal remains and animal artefacts in burial and
settlement as a means of religious expression in
Late Iron Age and Viking Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Highlands
Alison Keir
and Islands		
Orkney College

Coastal change and archaeological heritage in
Northern Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Liverpool

Shirley Curtis

Monasticism and the body: a skeletal and stable isotope study
on medieval inhabitants from Tarbat, North East Scotland
and Norton Priory, England

2014

PhD

Univ St Andrews

Emily Gal

Landscapes: windblown sands and prehistoric settlement

2017

PhD
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL ADVISORS AND
THEIR AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
Many of the projects described in Discovery and excavation in Scotland include an input by the archaeological advisors to local
authorities. Amongst their core activities, these advisors have a responsibility to monitor planning applications and other proposed
developments in their area, and to ensure that adequate provision is made for archaeological recording if such developments are
to go ahead. This responsibility may include writing the specification for work to be undertaken by archaeological contractors,
and monitoring that work to ensure that appropriate standards are being achieved.
The following list gives details of local authority archaeological advisors, and indicates their areas of responsibility.

Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus and Moray
Bruce Mann
Archaeology Service
Planning and Environmental Services
Aberdeenshire Council
Woodhill House
Westburn Road
Aberdeen AB16 5GB
Tel: 01224 664726
Fax: 01224 664879
Email: archaeology@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Argyll and Bute; Glasgow City; E Ayrshire;
E Renfrewshire; Inverclyde; N Ayrshire; Renfrewshire;
S Ayrshire; S Lanarkshire; W Dunbartonshire; W Lothian;
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park
(Argyll and W Dunbartonshire part)
West of Scotland Archaeology Service
Charing Cross Complex
20 India Street
Glasgow G2 4PF
Tel: 0141 287 8330
Fax: 0141 287 9259
Email: enquiries@wosas.glasgow.gov.uk

Dumfries and Galloway

Development Planning and Environment
Dumfries and Galloway Council
Militia House, English Street
Dumfries DG1 2HR
Tel: 01387 260154
Fax: 01387 260149
Email: Andrew.nicholson@dumgal.gov.uk

Dundee City; East Dunbartonshire and
North Lanarkshire

Thomas Rees
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abbeys/monastic houses:
Coldingham 173;
Dundrennan 59, 59;
Dunfermline 212;
Glenluce 59;
Jedburgh 174;
Lindores 88;
Melrose 176;
Perth 169–70;
Pluscarden 137–8
Aberchalder Burn (Highld) 101
Aberdeen City:
Balnagask Motte 10;
East Tullos Burn Restoration 11;
King’s Pavilion 11;
Littlejohn Street–Victoria House 11;
Meston Walk 11; prison 15;
St Peter Street 11;
The Skinny House 11;
Third Don Crossing 12;
Woodside 11;
Woodside Mills 11, 11
see also Bieldside; Bridge of Don;
Clinterty; Cults; Dyce; Kingswells;
Milltimber; Milton of Murtle;
Newhills; Nigg; Peterculter
Aberdeenshire 15–37
Aberfoyle (Stirlg),
slate quarries 185–6, 185
Abernyte (P & K), South Lochton 168
Abriachan (Highld) 108
Achnasoul (Highld), overhead line 100
Airth (Falk), tankard handle 83, 83
Alford (Aberdeens):
Kinstair Steading 15–16;
Rosebank 37
Alness (Highld),
Newfield North 122–3, 123
Alvah (Aberdeens), Cowie Hill 16
Alvie (Highld):
churchyard 92;
Torr Alvie 208, 208
Alyth (P & K):
Drumderg 155;
Glenisla Golf Course 155;
Green Burn Wind Farm 155–6
Amulree (P & K):
Kinloch House Mill 168;
Wester Kinloch 157
Angus 37–9, 201
Anstruther (Fife), whaling store 86
Antonine Wall 63, 84, 85
Anwoth (D & G):
Laggan 54;
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Lagganmullan 54
Appiehouse (Orkney) 143
Arbroath (Angus), Brechin Road 37
Arbuthnott (Aberdeens):
Nether Craighill 16; Tullo Hill 16
architectural fragments:
Balvenie 139;
Castle Roy 92;
Crathes 17;
Dundrennan 59, 59;
Edinburgh 71;
Glenluce 59;
Howmore 198;
Kinkell 29, 29;
Markinch and Thornton 88;
Melrose 176;
Pluscarden Abbey 138;
Rosemarkie 122;
Scrabster 126, 127
ard marks 164
Ardnamurchan (Highld):
Achnaha Farmstead 112, 112;
Beinn Bhudhe 93;
Camas an Lighe 93–4, 93;
Camas Clachach 94;
Cladh Aindreis 95;
Eilean Carrach 94;
Glendrian Satellite Settlement 94;
Lochan na Creige Duibhe 94–5, 94;
Mingary Castle 95;
Tom a’Chapuill 96;
Transitions Project 95;
Wendy’s Cairn 96
Ardneil Bay (N Ayrs), intertidal zone 142
Ardno (Ag & B), survey 52–3
Argyll & Bute 39–54
Armadale (W Loth), Station Road 192
Arrochar (Ag & B):
Hidden Heritage project 40–1, 40;
hydro scheme 40
arrowheads, flint 36, 168
art, Neolithic 153; see also ball, carved;
cup marks; rock art
Arthur’s O’on 211, 211
Athelstaneford (E Loth),
The Chesters 63
Auchengaich Burn (Ag & B) 211
Auchineden (E Duns/Stirlg),
hydro scheme 63
Auchingeon (Ag & B), survey 43–4
Auchinleck (E Ayrs), Dumfries House 61
Auchterarder (P & K):
Castle Mains 156;
Coul Lodge 156;

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

Coulshill 156, 156;
Kay Craig 207; Upper Borland 156
Auldearn (Highld), finds 97, 97
Aviemore (Highld), Knockgranish 103
awl, Bronze Age 122
axes
Neolithic 42, 155, 171
Bronze Age 130, 130
Ayr (S Ayrs), Doonholm Road 180–1
Badinluchie (Highld), field visit 99
Balcroy (Highld), cycle track 101
Balerno (Edin):
Boll o’Bere 211;
Goodtrees Steading 70
Balfron (Stirlg):
Balgair Muir 186;
Broughmore Wood 186
ball, carved 105
Banchory-Devenick (Aberdeens),
Duffs Hill Woodland 17
Banff (Aberdeens):
Culbirnie Cable Route 18;
Mains of Colleonard 18;
Old Railway Yard 18;
South Colleonard 18
Bannockburn (Stirlg):
battle 189, 190, 191, 211, 212;
Muiralehouse Road 191;
North Durieshill Farm 191;
Pirnhall 191
Barmuckity (Moray), fastener 140, 140
barns:
Bridge of Don 12;
Bridgehouse Mill 176;
Copinsay 150;
Dale by Cottascarth 144;
Goodtrees Steading 70;
Kraiknish/Glen Brittle 98;
Mochrum 58;
Nottylees Steading 178;
Rosal 105;
Rosebery Home Farm 133;
Stroupster Farm 99;
Wester Housebyres 176
Barochan Cross 201
Barra (W Isles):
chapel sites 195, 196;
Kisimul Castle 195–6, 195;
mill 195, 196
barracks 66
barrows see round barrows; square
barrows; see also cairns; ring ditches
bathhouse, Roman 201
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Bay of Firth (Orkney) Rising Tide survey
144, 145
Bay of Ireland (Orkney),
timber 150–1, 151
Bea (Orkney) 143
beads 41, 95, 122, 135
Bearsden (E Duns), Glenburn Road 63
Belhelvie (Aberdeens), Aberdeen
western peripheral route 18
Benholm (Aberdeens), kirkyard 18
Bennachie Forest (Aberdeens),
survey 32
Berry Burn (Moray), wind farm 136
Bieldside (Aberdeen),
Hillhead Farm Steading 15
Birnie (Moray):
The Glebe 134; new road 134;
Paddockhaugh 134
Birsay (Orkney):
Buckquoy 143; village 143
Blackburn (W Loth), Redhouse West 194
blackhouses 197, 206–7, 207
Blantyre (S Lans):
Blantyre Lodge 182;
David Livingstone Centre 182
bleachfields 60
Blyth Bridge (Borders):
Scotstonrig 177;
Tarth Siphon 175
boat houses/sheds 62, 92, 93, 94
boatyard 62–3
Bonnybridge (Falk):
canal 84–5, 84;
Rough Castle 84;
Watling Lodge 85
Borders 172–9
Borgue (D & G):
Dambog Plantation 54;
Mill of Senwick 54; Senwick 54
Borthwick Castle (Midloth) 131–2
Bothwell (S Lans), church 182
Bothwellhaugh (N Lans), fort 201
boundary stones 17, 74, 96
bowling pavilion 79
Braemar (Aberdeens):
Kindrochit Castle 20;
Upper Dee Tributaries Project 20–1
breakwaters 53, 82
Brechin (Angus),
Community Campus 37
breweries 71, 72, 74
bricks 195
Bridge of Allan (Stirlg):
Blairforkie Drive 188–9; church 10
Bridge of Awe (Ag & B),
Allt Gruiniche 39
Bridge of Don (Aberdeen):
Balgownie Farm 12;
Scotstown Moor 13, 13
Bridge of Gairn (Aberdeens),
water treatment works 27

Bridge of Horn (Highld), water main 108
bridges:
Allt Lagain Bhain 128;
Beattock 57;
Castle Leod 106;
Ceannacroc 128;
Corrour estate 112;
Cramond 70;
Dalkeith 132, 132;
Drochhaid Balbh Bhordain 205;
Glen Artney 171;
Glencalvie 114;
Glenshero estate 115, 116;
Huntly 27–8, 28;
Inverlochy 43; Kilmarie 123–4;
Loch Cluanie 107–8, 107;
Smoogro 149
Brim (Orkney), wind turbine 143
brochs:
Carn Bran 119, 119;
Coldoch 188;
Dun nan Gall 50, 51;
Dun Suladale 122, 123;
Harray 143;
Scrabster 127;
Torwood 84;
Torwoodlee 172
Brodie Castle (Moray) 136, 136
brooches, Roman:
Auldearn 97, 97; Broomhill 87;
Carriden 83; Charlestown 87;
Easter Balgedie 170, 170;
Inchtuthil 159; Kinnaird 169, 169;
Libberton 184–5, 184;
Ospisdale 101;
Tarlogie Farm Dun 125;
Torwoodlee 172
Brora (Highld), churches 10
Broxburn (W Loth):
Kirkhill North 195; Union Canal 86
Bruan (Highld),
church and school 130, 131
buckles 101, 190
Burgirhill (Orkney),
water pipe scheme 147
burials, Bronze Age 198;
see also chambered cairns; cists/cist
burials; cremations; inhumations
burnt mounds 13, 42, 108, 148, 148,
153, 154
button-and-loop fastener 140, 140
buttons 39, 66, 79, 91, 190
byres:
Ardnamurchan 94;
Auchmore Farm 129;
Badinluchie 99;
Bridge of Don 12;
Bridgehouse Mill 176;
Dale by Cottascarth 144;
Hallin 103; Keppoch 118;
Mossend 195;

Nottylees Steading 178;
Rosebery Home Farm 133;
Stroupster Farm 99
cabinet works 81
Cadder (Glas), Robroyston 90–1
cairns (other than clearance cairns)
Aberdeenshire 19, 29, 33, 34, 35–6, 35
Dumfries & Galloway 54–5, 55, 56
Highland 96, 97, 113, 114, 120, 123,
129, 129
Moray 136
Orkney 144, 146
Perth & Kinross 156, 160, 163, 163,
167, 168
Shetland 179, 180
South Lanarkshire 201
Stirling 186, 187
Western Isles 198, 200
see also burnt mounds;
chambered cairns; long cairns;
ring cairn; round barrows
Caldercruix (W Loth),
Westfield Farm 194–5
Callander (Stirlg), Keltie Water 187
Calliachar (P & K), wind farm 168
Cambuslang (S Lans), Newton Farm 182
Campbeltown (Ag & B), Kilkeddan 41–2
camps, Roman see forts/fortlets/camps,
Roman
canals:
Aberdeenshire 11, 12;
Forth & Clyde 62–3, 91;
Union Canal 84–5, 84, 86
cannel coal 42, 104
Cannich (Highld),
Comar Wood Dun 113, 201
Cardrona (Borders), Castle Knowe 178
Cardross (Ag & B), Ben Bowie 41, 42
Carmyllie (Angus),
New Mains of Guynd 37–8
Carn Bran Broch (Highld) 119, 119
Carnbee (Fife), Kellie Castle 86
Carnwath (S Lans), Murray Terrace 182
Carpow (P & K), fort 155
Carriden (Falk), finds 83
cart sheds 133, 176, 177, 178
Castle Campbell (Clacks) 202
Castle Fraser (Aberdeens) 19
Castle Greg (W Loth) 194
Castle Law (Midloth) 202;
see also under Dumyat; Forgandenny
Castle O’er (D & G) 55–6
Castle Roy (Highld) 91–2
castles/tower houses 204–5
Ardvreck 96;
Aros 50, 51;
Auchterarder 156;
Balvenie 139; Beldorney 27;
Borthwick 131–2;
Brodie 136, 136;
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Cardoness 54;
Carnasserie 48;
Castle Campbell 202;
Castle Fraser 19;
Castle Leod 105–6, 105;
Castle Roy 91–2;
Craigmillar 73–4;
Crathes 17–18, 17;
Crichton 202; Culzean 181;
Drum 22, 22;
Druminnor 16, 17;
Dumbarton 191; Dun 38, 38;
Dunstaffnage 49, 49;
Edinburgh 75; Elcho 171;
Fincharn 49; Fyvie 27;
Huntly 27–8, 28;
Invermark 201, 205; Kellie 86;
Kildrummy 29;
Kindrochit 20; Kinfauns 166;
Kinnaird Head 26;
Kisimul 195–6, 195;
Lauriston 77; Lews 198–9;
Mingary 95; Morham 66;
Rattray 170–1; Scalloway 180;
Stirling 189–90; Tantallon 67;
Tarbert 45, 45;
Tarbet (Clattochmore) 40–1;
Tarradale 130; Thirlestane 175;
Tibbers 205; Torsonce 178;
Turnberry 204–5 see also mottes
Caverhill (Borders), Four Winds 176
caves/rock shelters:
Covesea 134–5;
King’s Cave 120–1, 120;
Portkil 53; Rosemarkie 122, 217;
Wemyss 90, 90
cemeteries
prehistoric:
Crieff 159–60; Inverurie 29;
Links of Noltland 154;
Newbigging Farm 133
medieval–post-medieval 211
Alvie 92; Ballyhennan 40;
Benholm 18; Bothwell 182;
Cleish 159; Crailing 173–4, 173;
Denholm 173; Dun 38;
Elgin 137; Fortingall 165–6;
Govan 91; Gullane 64;
Houston and Killellan 171;
Keil 116; Kilbride 49–51;
Kilchrist 123; Kilvickeon 47;
Kirkton 204, 204; Largs 142;
Markinch and Thornton 87–8;
North Dalnottar 191;
Perth 169–70; Polmont 85–6;
Stoer 96–7
post-medieval:
Irvine 142
Ceres (Fife), Fife Folk Museum 86
chambered cairns:
Cladh Aindreis 95;
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Knowe of Swandro 149;
Mulchaich West 129;
?Nether Mousland 153, 154;
Tarradale 130
Chapel of Garioch (Aberdeens),
Maiden Stone 19
chapels see churches/chapels
charcoal burning sites 43, 94, 175
Charlestown (Fife), brooch 87
chert see Stotfield Cherty Rock
The Chesters hillfort (E Loth) 63
Chryston (N Lans),
Gartferry Road 143
churches/chapels 10, 201
Barra 195, 196; Bothwell 182;
Bridge of Allan 10;
Bruan 130; Buckies Hill 126;
Cleish 159; Coire 92, 92;
Colonsay 42;
Denholm 173; Dun 38;
Dunkeld 162; Edinburgh 71, 72;
Elgin 137, 138, 138;
Flannan Isles 206; Fordyce 25;
Fortingall 165–6; Gullane 64;
Harray 143;
Houston and Killellan 171;
Howmore 198; Keil 116;
Kilbride (Ag & B) 51;
Kilbride (Skye) 123;
Kilchrist 123; Kilvickeon 47;
Kincraigie 167; Kinkell 29, 29;
Kinneil 83, 83; Kirkmadrine 59;
Kirkton 204, 204; Largs 142;
Markinch and Thornton 87–8;
Mochrum 58; Netherton 159;
Newark Bay 150; Scrabster 127;
Stoer 96–7; Wick 130, 130
Cia Aig (Highld), Allt Iain 110–11, 111
cists/cist burials:
Beinn Bhudhe 93; Burn of Mar 186, 187;
Calliachar 168; Cnoc Tigh 126;
Crieff 160, 160; Laggan-Tormore 179;
Ricky’s Cairn 95; South Uist 198;
Stonehill Farm 187
Clashindarroch Forest (Aberdeens) 27
Clatt (Aberdeens), Correen Forest 19
Cleish (P & K), church 159
Clinterty (Aberdeen),
Hillhead of Clinterty 12
clock tower 133, 133
Closeburn (D & G), Auldgirth 54
cloth seals 38, 39
Cluny (Aberdeens),
Corrennie Forest 19–20
coach houses 80, 193
Cockburnspath (E Loth),
Ferneylea Wind Farm 67
coffin fittings 91
coin hoards
Roman 113, 114
medieval 113, 114

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

coins
Roman 83, 172
medieval 31, 130, 191
post-medieval 41, 49, 187, 190, 191
Coldingham (Borders), Glebe Field 173
Coldoch Broch (Stirlg) 188
Colintraive (Ag & B), Ardentraive 43
Coll (Ag & B), Cnocan na Ban 42
Colonsay (Ag & B), Cill Choinnich 42
Colvend (D & G),
Newbarns Project 54–5, 55
Comrie (Highld), overhead line 100
Conon Bridge (Highld):
Conon House 129;
Mulchaich West 129, 129
Copinsay (Orkney) 150
copper alloy working evidence 29, 149
Corriemoillie (Highld),
overhead line 100
Corrieyairack Pass (Highld) 97
Corry Wood (Highld), overhead line 100
Corrymuckloch (P & K):
cup marks 166; road 157
Cott of Boardhouse (Orkney) 143
Covesea (Moray), caves 134–5
Craigellachie (Moray),
Macallan Distillery 139
Craigmillar (Edin),
castle and gardens 73–4
Crail (Fife):
airfield 211; West Green 86
Crailing (Borders),
churchyard 173–4, 173
Cramond (Edin), Old Brig 70
crannogs 200, 214
Crarae (Ag & B), Minard 49
Crathes (Aberdeens):
Baldarrock 17; castle 17–18, 17;
evaluation 17
Creag Bhreac (Ag & B) 44, 44
cremations:
Neolithic 29
Bronze Age 41, 122, 150, 159–60, 215
Iron Age 55, 55
not dated 13, 133, 144
Crianlarich (Stirlg), bypass 188
Crichton (Midloth):
castle 202; Costerton Farm 132
Crieff (P & K):
Broich Road 159–60;
overhead line 157; Pittentian 157;
Tomaknock 160
Crinan (Ag & B), Winterton 48
Cromarty (Highld), Reeds Park 101
cross incised stone 167, 167
crosses, carved 59, 59, 201
Crossford (S Lans),
Crossbank Livery Centre 184
crucibles 96, 135, 149
Culbin (Moray), survey 136
Cults (Aberdeen):
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Friarsfield Road 14–15;
Loirsbank Road 15
Culzean Castle (S Ayrs) 181
Cumnock (E Ayrs):
Burnston Remainder 61;
Dumfries House 61;
Tupp Inn/Jenny Tear’s Pub 61–2
cup marks
Argyll & Bute:
Barmolloch 48
Dumfries & Galloway:
Bombie Farm 57, 57;
Dambog Plantation 54;
East Culkae 59; Galtway 57;
High Nunton 60, 60;
Laggan 54; Lagganmullan 54;
Mill of Senwick 54;
Mochrum 58; Senwick 54;
Torrs 57; Townhead 57
Highland:
Cnoc Tigh 126;
Heights of Fodderty 106–7
Perth & Kinross:
Aldmad 167;
Corrody Burn 167;
Corrymuckloch 166;
Craig Hill 161; Crieff 160;
Drumderg 155;
Dun Caoch 159; Falls of
Camserney 161;
Glen Tarken 159;
Lurgan 161, 161; St Fillans 159;
Urlar 161; Wester Shian 161
Stirling:
Broughmore Wood 186, 186;
Creag Ard 187; Cuiltean 188;
Over Glenny 189, 189
Cupar (Fife), Hill of Tarvit 86
curling pond 46
Currie (Edin), Malleny Park 70
cursus monuments 56, 59, 183
Dairsie (Fife):
Dairsie Mains Paddock 86;
Dairsie Mill 86–7; Todhall 87
Dale by Cottascarth (Orkney) 144
Dalgety (Fife), Donibristle Airfield 87
Dalkeith (Midloth):
Dalkeith Park Estate 132, 132;
Gilmerton Road 132
Dalraddy (Highld), A9 100
dams:
Craigend 190, 191; Dighty Burn 60;
Edinburgh 82; Fintray 24;
Glen Bruar 157; Kilfinan 46;
Leckmelm 119;
Nether Mousland 153, 154
Dandaleith (Moray),
Dandaleith Stone 139–40, 139
deer leaps 157
deer park 20

Deerness (Orkney):
Barns of Ayre 145;
Newark Bay 150
Delfour (Highld), ring-cairn 205, 205
dendrochronology 142, 151, 205
Denholm (Borders),
Spittal on Rule Farm 173
diatomite works 113
Dirleton (E Loth),
Dirleton Green 63–4, 63
discs, stone 104, 183
distilleries:
Balvenie 139;
Craigellachie 139;
Craigend 190–1, 190;
Edinburgh 81;
Elgin 137; Forres 138
see also stills
Dolphinton (S Lans):
South Melbourne Farm 182;
Townfoot Farm 182
Doon Hill (D & G) 60
Dreghorn (Edin):
Pentland Hills 74;
training trenches 211
drove ways 24, 49, 94, 110–11, 171
drovers’ inn 49
Drum Castle (Aberdeens) 22, 22
Drumandarroch (Highld),
overhead line 100
Drumbeg (Highld), monitoring 202
Druminnor Castle (Aberdeens) 16, 17
Drumoak (Aberdeens):
Deeview Gardens 22;
Home Farm Steading 22
Drumochter Pass (P & K),
overhead line 157
Drumtochty (Aberdeens):
forest survey 24; Mid Hill 24–5
duck pond 40
Duddingston (Edin),
Old Church Lane 78
Dufftown (Moray):
Balvenie Castle 139;
Balvenie Distillery 139
Dull (P & K):
Caisteal Mac Tuathall 160, 161;
Craig Hill 161;
Falls of Camserney 161;
Lurgan 161, 161; Urlar 161
Dumbarton (W Duns):
castle 191; Castle Street 191
Dumfries (D & G):
Curriestanes Cursus 59;
Maxwelltown industrial estate 59–60
Dumfries & Galloway 54–60
Dumyat (Stirlg), Castle Law 189
Dun (Angus):
Gilrivie Farm 38;
House of Dun 38, 38
Dun Deardail (Highld) 112

Dunbar (E Loth), Hedderwick 64
Dunblane (Stirlg), Stonehill Farm 187
Dundee:
Baldragon 60; Benvie 60–1;
Dighty Connect 60; Liff 60–1
Dundonald (S Ayrs),
Olympic Business Park 181
Dundonnell (Highld), Keppoch 118
Dundrennan Abbey (D & G) 59, 59
Dunfermline (Fife):
abbey 212; Broomhill 87;
Park Avenue 87
Dunkeld (P & K):
cathedral 162; churches 10
Dunlop (E Ayrs), Linnhead Farm 61
Dunmaglass (Highld), wind farm 101–2
Dunning (P & K):
Garvock Nursery 162;
Kincladie Wood 162–3, 162;
Millhaugh 163, 163;
Pitcairns House 163, 163;
Wellhill 163–4, 164;
Wester Clevage 164
Dunragit (D & G),
Round Dounan Fort 59
duns:
Cnoc Tigh 207;
Comar Wood 113, 201; Kraiknish 98;
Morangie 207; Mull 51;
South Uist 198; Torr Dhuin 97
Dunstaffnage (Ag & B), castle 49, 49
Durn Hillfort (Aberdeens) 25
Dyce (Aberdeen),
Farburn Industrial Road 12
dykes, Peterculter 13–14
Eaglesham (E Rens), Humbie Road 69
East Ayrshire 61–2
East Dunbartonshire 62–3
East Kilbride (S Lans):
churches 10; Newlands Dairy 183
East Lothian 63–9
East Renfrewshire 69–70
Easter Calder (W Loth),
Morton Farm 193
Eastwood (E Rens):
Birkinshaw House 69;
Devil’s Staircase 70, 70;
Rookend Mill 69;
Rouken Glen walled garden 70
Echt (Aberdeens), Westhill 22
Eckford (Borders), mill 174
Edderton (Highld):
Coulcroft 103;
Easter Fearn 103–4, 103
Edinburgh:
Abbeyhill Road 71;
Adam Bothwell House 71;
Barnton Avenue 71;
Belford Road 71;
Blackchapel Road 71;
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Boroughmuir High School 71–2;
Bridgend Chapel 72;
Broomhills Road 72;
Canongate 72–3, 78;
Canonmills 73; castle 75;
Castlehill 73; Causewayside 73;
Coates Crescent 73;
Cranston Street 74;
Crawley Tunnel 74;
Dr Bell’s Swimming Pool 74;
Duddington Road West 74;
East Market Street 74;
Edmonstone Estate 75;
Gardner’s Crescent 75–6;
Gilmerton Road 76;
Harvesters Way 76;
Haymarket Station 76;
Holyrood Park 76;
Holyrood Road 72–3;
Huntly House Museum Courtyard 76;
James Gillespie’s Primary School 76–7;
Kew Terrace 77;
King’s Stables Road 77;
Lauriston Castle 77;
Logie Green Road 77;
McDonald Road 77–8;
Malta Court 77;
Marchmont Road 77;
Murano Place 78;
Newcraighall North 78;
Niddrie Mill Primary School 78;
Peffermill Road 79;
Pilton Avenue 79, 79;
Princes Street Gardens 79;
Royal College of Surgeons 79;
Royal Edinburgh Hospital 79;
Royal Museum 79;
Sailors Ark 78, 78;
St John Street 72–3;
Saughton Hall Park 79–80, 80;
Sculpture Workshop 75;
Shrubhill 80;
South Gayfield Lane 80;
South Gyle Wynd 80;
Victoria Primary School 81;
Walker Street 81;
Water of Leith flood prevention
scheme 82;
West Park Place 81;
Woodcroft Telephone Exchange 81;
Woodhall House 81
see also Balerno; Craigmillar;
Cramond; Currie; Dreghorn;
Duddingston; Fairmilehead;
Gilmerton; Kirkliston; Leith;
Liberton; Newbridge; Portobello;
Ratho; Riccarton
Eigg (Highld), Howlin 123
Eilean Fhianain (Highld) 96
Elcho Castle (P & K) 171
Elgin (Moray):
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Ardgye 137; cathedral 137;
Easter Calcots 140–1;
Easter Manbeen 137;
Glen Moray
Distillery 137, 137;
Lochinver 137;
South Church 138, 138
Ellon (Aberdeens),
East Auchreddie Farmhouse 23
enclosures
prehistoric:
Crieff 159–60;
Easter Calcots 140–1;
Harray 143;
Inverurie 29;
Laggan-Tormore 179;
Links of Noltland 155;
Lochbrow 56;
Nether Horsburgh 174;
Scotsburn 119;
Upper Borland 156;
Winchburgh 192–3, 192
late prehistoric:
Sheriffside 68–9, 68
ecclesiastical:
Coldingham 173; Markinch 87
medieval:
Kintore 30
post-medieval:
Ardno 52–3;
Bridge of Horn 108;
Clover 133; Coulshill 156;
Duntulm 113; Laggan 116
not dated:
Arrochar 40, 41;
Auchingeon 44;
Badinluchie 99;
Beauly–Mossford overhead
line 100;
Bennachie Forest 32;
Bucharn Cairn 35;
Burn of Mar 186;
Chaorach 188;
Clashindarroch 27;
Corrennie Forest 20;
Corrieyairack Pass 97;
Easter Fearn 103;
Glen Achall 117;
Glen Bruar 157;
Glen Lochy 43;
Glencalvie 114;
Glenshero Estate 115–116, 115;
Inchnacroe 107;
Keppoch 118;
Kinblethmont 39;
Klibreck 105;
Kraiknish/Glen Brittle 98;
Meall na Hoa 197;
Mochrum 58; Rosal 105;
South Uist 197, 198;
Teindland 140;
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Wester Clevage 164
Eriboll (Highld), lime kiln 10
Eskdalemuir (D & G):
Castle O’er 55–6;
White Esk Valley 55, 56
Ettrick (Borders), West Deloraine 175
Eyemouth (Borders), Acredale 174
Fairhill (S Lans), cairn 201
Fairmilehead (Edin), ?fort 73
Falkirk 83–6
Falkirk (Falk):
fort 85; Frobisher Avenue 85;
Hodge Street 85;
Redbrae Road 85
Fallago Rig (Borders), wind farm 176
Farr (Highld), Kirtomy 216
Fenwick (E Ayrs), Clonherb Farm 61
Fettercairn (Aberdeens),
Fasque Estate 23
Fetteresso (Aberdeens):
Aberdeen western peripheral
route 23–4;
Chapelton of Elsick 23;
Fetteresso Forest 23
Fiddes (Aberdeens),
wind turbine site 29
field systems:
Ardnamurchan 94;
Belladrum 114;
Berry Burn 136;
Burn of Mar 186;
Edinburgh 78, 83;
Maggothill 57; Mochrum 58;
Rosal 105; Tomatin 120
Fife 10, 86–90
Finavon Hill (Angus) 206, 206
Fincharn (Ag & B), castle 49
Fintray (Aberdeens):
Balbithan Wood 24;
The Blair 24, 24
fish hooks 101
fish traps 120, 142, 205
fishing stations 86, 113
Flannan Isles (W Isles) 206
flint and stone tools
Palaeolithic:
Inverugie 32–3
Mesolithic:
Caochanan Ruadha 20;
Chest of Dee 21;
Glen Geldie 20;
Loch Doilean 94;
Peterculter 13;
Shieldaig 92–3, 93;
Tarradale 130
Neolithic:
Chapelton of Elsick 23;
Culbin 136;
Ness of Brodgar 151;
Pitcrocknie 155
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Neolithic/Bronze Age:
Arbroath 37;
Culbin 136;
Lower Auchenreath 141
Bronze Age:
Crieff 160;
Culbin 136;
Hillhead 36
Iron Age:
Newbarns 55
not dated:
Arrochar 41;
Belhelvie/Foveran 18;
Ben Bowie 42, 42;
Calliachar 168;
Crathes 17, 18;
Forfar 38;
Inverurie 29;
Iona 47; Jura 45;
Lochinver 137;
Millhaugh 163;
Moray 135;
Newburgh 26;
Old Deer 31;
Perth 171;
Peterculter 13;
South Uist 198;
Stonewells 141;
Symington 62;
Tarradale 130;
Tarth Siphon 175;
Torbreck 109
see also axes, Neolithic;
gun flints; hammers, stone;
maceheads; Stotfield Cherty Rock;
strike-a-lights
floor tiles, medieval 72
Fochabers (Moray):
Auchenhalrig 134;
Den Farm 134
Fodderty (Highld):
Castle Leod 105–6, 105;
Heights of Fodderty 106–7
font 49, 49
Forbes (Aberdeens),
Correen Forest 19, 36–7
Fordoun (Aberdeens):
Broombank–Glenbervie cable
trench 24;
Monboddo 25;
Tullo Hill 16
fords 36, 53
Fordyce (Aberdeens):
church 25; Crathie Point Fort 25, 25
Forfar (Angus):
Forfar Academy 38;
Helen Street 38;
Restenneth 38
Forgandenny (P & K):
Castle Law 164–5, 165;
Jackschairs Wood Fort 207;

Law of Dumbuils 207
Forres (Moray):
Benromach Distillery 138;
flood alleviation scheme 138
Fort Augustus (Highld):
Auchterawe 97, 98;
Torr Dhuin 97
Fort George (Highld), cable pillar 93
Fort William (Highld),
Cameron Square 111, 111
Forteviot (P & K), Broomhill 165
Fortingall (P & K), kirkyard 165–6
forts
late prehistoric/early medieval:
Craig Phadrig 108–9, 108;
Dun Deardail 112;
Round Dounan 59;
Sean Craig 117, 117;
Torr Dhuin 97
post-medieval:
Fort George 93
not dated:
Carn na Buaile 100
see also duns; forts/fortlets/camps;
hillforts/promontory forts; ringforts
forts/fortlets/camps, Roman:
Bankend 57;
Bothwellhaugh 201;
Broomhill 165; Carpow 155;
Carriden 83;
Castle Greg 194;
Dunning 162–3, 162, 163, 163;
Fairmilehead 73; Falkirk 85;
Inchtuthil 159;
West Meadows 168–9
Foveran (Aberdeens), Aberdeen western
peripheral route 18
Fraserburgh (Aberdeens), Kinnaird Head
Castle 26
Fyvie (Aberdeens), castle 27
Galston (E Ayrs), Chapel Lane 61
gardens/garden features 202
Aberdeen 11, 12;
Bridge of Don 12;
Brodie Castle 136, 136;
Castle Leod 106;
Dalkeith 132, 132;
Druminnor 16;
Dunfermline 87;
Edinburgh 75, 77, 78, 82;
Grangemouth 85;
Haddington 65;
Haddo House 31;
House of Dun 38, 38;
Lews Castle 198–9;
Longforgan 168, 168;
Newhailes 64, 66; Perth 170;
Peterculter 13;
Rookend 69;
Rouken Glen 70

Garguston (Highld), toggle 109–10
Garlogie (Aberdeens),
Milton of Garlogie 34
Garmouth (Moray), Ashfield Farm 140
Garrow (P & K), Wester Shian 161
Garvald (E Loth):
Garvald Mains 64; terret 64
Garvock (Aberdeens), Tullo Hill 16
Gatehouse of Fleet (D & G):
Cardoness Castle 54; Girthon 56
Gaulcross (Aberdeens) 25–6, 26
Gilmerton (Edin), Tofthill 80–1
Girvan (S Ayrs),
Grangestone Industrial Estate 181
Glamis (Angus),
Angus Folk Museum 38
Glasgow:
churches 10;
Proven Hall 91;
Speaker Martin’s Loch 91
see also Cadder; Govan
Glass (Aberdeens),
Beldorney Castle 27
Glen Achall (Highld):
Allt Coire Cronaidh 117;
Allt Creagan Ghiubhas 117;
Am Beum 117;
Cadubh 117;
East Rhidorroch 117
Glen Affric (Highld), survey 201, 201
Glen Almond (P & K),
Larichfraskhan 169
Glen Artney (P & K/Stirlg),
hydro scheme 171
Glen Bruar (P & K), hydro scheme 156–7
Glen Dee (Aberdeens) 20–1, 21
Glen Dochart (Stirlg), Chaorach 188, 188
Glen Geldie (Aberdeens),
Caochanan Ruadha 20
Glen Lochy (Ag & B), Lochy Cluster 43
Glen Loth (Highld),
hydro scheme 119, 119
Glen Lyon (P & K):
Allt da Ghob 165;
Chesthill Estate 165, 165;
homesteads 201
Glen Moriston (Highld):
Allt Bhuruisgidh 127–8;
Allt Lagain Bhain Bridge 128;
Ceannacroc 128
Glen Orchy (Ag & B),
Glen Orchy Farm 42–3
Glencalvie (Highld),
hydro scheme 114, 114
Glenlee (D & G), Maggothill 56–7
Glenluce (D & G), abbey 59
Glenmoriston (Highld), borrow pit 98
Glenmuckloch mine (D & G) 57
Glenshee (P & K):
Lair 166–7;
Lair Junction 167
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golf course 40, 41
Gortein (Ag & B), survey 53
Govan (Glas), church graveyard 91
Grangemouth (Falk):
Earls Gate Park 85;
Union Canal 86
gravestones 211
Alvie 92; Cleish 159;
Crailing 173, 173;
Fortingall 166; Govan 91;
Houston and Killellan 171;
Howmore 198;
Keil 116; Kilbride 49–51;
Kilvickeon 47;
Kinneil 83, 83;
Kirkton 204, 204;
Scrabster 126–7, 127
Gullane (E Loth),
St Andrew’s Kirk 64
gun flints 66
Haddington (E Loth):
Aberlady Road 65;
Lady Kitty’s Garden 65;
Masonic Lodge 65;
Neilson Park 65;
Victoria Park 68;
Victoria Road 65
Halkirk (Highld),
Buckies Hill 126, 126
Hamilton (S Lans),
Netherton Cross 201, 201
hammers, stone 55, 104
harbours/boatslip/quays/nousts 10
Ardnamurchan 93, 94;
Brigurd Point 142–3;
Harris 196–7;
Liddesdale Bay 120, 120;
Orkney 146, 150;
Scrabster 127;
Seamill 142;
South Uist 198
see also breakwaters
harness keep 49
harness pendants 190
Harray (Orkney),
St Michael’s Church 143
Harris (W Isles):
churches 10;
Isle of Harris Distillery 196–7;
Màraig 196;
Northton 213;
shielings 200, 200
Hawick (Borders):
Cavers Mains Farmhouse 173;
terret 174
hay rees 58
haystack stand 82
headstones, Iron Age 55;
see also gravestones
henge 140
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hides 150
Highland 91–131
hillforts/promontory forts:
Bessie’s Hill 55, 56;
Caisteal Mac Tuathall 160, 161;
Castle Hill 174;
Castle Knowe 178;
Castle Law (Midloth) 202;
Castle Law (P & K) 164–5, 165;
Castle Law (Stirlg) 189;
Castlehaven 207, 207;
The Chesters 63;
Crathie Point 25, 25;
Dunadd 49; Durn 25;
Finavon 206, 206;
Fort Point 58;
Garvald 64;
Jackschairs Wood 207;
Janet’s Brae Forts 177;
Kay Craig 207;
Law of Dumbuils 207;
Moredun Top 161–2, 206;
Torr Alvie 208, 208;
Traprain Law 67, 67
hoards, metal 26, 97;
see also coin hoards
hollow-ways
see roads/tracks/hollow-ways
Holm (Orkney):
Markstone 145;
survey 145
horse gin 133
Houston (Rens),
Houston and Killellan Kirk 171
Howecleuch (S Lans), road 183
Howwood (Rens),
Midtownfield Mill 172
Hoy (Orkney):
Rackwick 145–6, 146;
WW2 heritage 146–7, 146, 147
Humbie (E Loth),
Stobshiel Pump Station 69
Hunterston Sands (N Ayrs),
intertidal zone 142–3, 205
hunting lodge 178–9
Huntly (Aberdeens):
castle 28;
Castle Bridge 27–8, 28;
Granary Street 28, 28
hut circles:
Am Beum 117;
Auchmore Farm 129;
Balbithan 24;
Breun Phort 113;
Bridge of Horn 108;
Calliachar 168;
Glen Loth 119;
Hillhead 36;
Inchnacroe 107;
Kraiknish/Glen Brittle 98;
Larbrax Moor 58;
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Mochrum 58;
Stuckiedhu 41;
Tomatin 120
hut platforms 94
ice houses 76, 85, 89, 89
Inchtuthil (P & K),
brooch 159
inhumations
prehistoric 55, 55, 81, 95, 155
medieval 169, 212, 212
medieval–post-medieval 38
post-medieval 142, 150, 171, 182
not dated 137, 137
Innerleithen (Borders),
Nether Horsburgh 174
Innerwick (E Loth),
Neart na Gaoithe Wind Farm 65
Inveraray (Ag & B), Barn Park 43
Inverbervie (Aberdeens):
Sillyflatt Farm 18;
Spring Works 18
Inverclyde 131
Inverkeilor (Angus),
Kinblethmont 38–9
Inverkip (Inver), Ardgowan Rise 131
Invermark (Angus), castle 201, 205
Inverness (Highld):
Craig Phadrig 108–9, 108;
Ness flood alleviation scheme 109;
Torbreck 109; Torvean
Sports Hub 109;
Wester Drakies 109
Inverugie (Aberdeens), flint 32–3
Inverugie (Moray), quarry 136
Inverurie (Aberdeens):
Balhalgardy Farm 19;
Boynds Farm 29;
care home and village 28–9;
Hillhead of Lethenty 19, 19
Iona (Ag & B):
Cnoc Oran 47;
The Glebe Field 47;
Machair 47;
Martyr’s Bay 47;
photographs 211;
primary school 47
iron working evidence:
Inverurie 29;
Keppoch 118;
Linlithgow 193;
Mochrum 58;
Paddockhaugh 134;
Peterculter 14;
Tarlogie Farm Dun 124, 125
Irvine (N Ayrs):
Perceton 142;
Ravenspark Hospital 142
Islay (Ag & B):
Ballinaby 45;
Bowmore 47–8;
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Sunderland Farm 46
Jedburgh (Borders):
abbey 174;
High Street 174;
Queen Street 175
Johnstone (D & G), Lochbrow 56, 56
Jura (Ag & B), Ardfin 44–5
Keil (Highld), chapel 116–17
Keith (Moray), Jocksleys 138
Kelso (Borders), Garden Cottage 175
kennels 99, 139
Kennethmont (Aberdeens),
Gartly Moor 29
Kilbirnie (S Ayrs), Glengarnock 142
Kilbride (Ag & B), kirkyard 49–51
Kilcadzow (S Lans),
Smiddy Cottage 182
Kilchrenan (Ag & B) 43
Kildrummy Castle (Aberdeens) 29
Kilfinan (Ag & B),
Kilfinan Community Forest 46–7, 46
Killean and Kilchenzie (Ag & B),
Glencreggan 48
Kilmarnock (E Ayrs),
Craighall Farm 61
Kilmartin (Ag & B):
Carnasserie Castle 48;
Dunadd Fort 49;
Ormaig 48
Kilmichael Glassary (Ag & B):
Achnabreac 48;
Barmolloch 3 48
kilns
corn-drying:
Ardno 52, 53;
Auchingeon 43, 44;
Bridge of Horn 108;
Creag Bhreac 44;
Keppoch 118;
Mochrum 58;
Rosal 105;
Rosemarkie 121;
Skye 98;
Tornagrain 121, 121
lime:
Ardnamurchan 94;
Balgair Muir 186;
Ben Bowie 42;
Draffen 62, 62;
Eriboll 10
pottery 71
not specified 62, 95, 122, 127
Kilspindie (P & K), Pittrodie Farm 166
Kiltarlity (Highld), Belladrum 113–14
Kincraig (Highld), A9 100
Kincraigie (P & K), gas main 167–8
Kinfauns Castle (P & K) 166
Kingswells (Aberdeen):
Fairley Road 12;

Newpark Steading 12;
West Huxterstone 12
Kinkell (Aberdeens), church 29, 29
Kinloch (Highld),
hydro scheme 127, 127
Kinloss (Moray), war memorial 138–9
Kinnaird (P & K), brooch 169, 169
Kinneil (Falk), church 83, 83
Kintore (Aberdeens):
Midmill 30;
School Road 30;
substation site 29–30
Kirkcudbright (D & G):
Bombie Farm 57, 57;
Galtway 57;
High Nunton 60, 60; Torrs 57
Kirkhill (Highld), Wardlaw 115, 115
Kirkhope (Borders),
Langhope Rig Wind Farm 175
Kirkintulloch (E Duns):
Lairdsland primary school 62;
Southbank Road 62–3
Kirkliston (Edin):
nursery school 82;
primary school 82
Kirkmadrine (D & G), church 59
Kirkmichael (D & G),
connection cable 57
Kirknewton (W Loth), Linburn 193
Kirkpatrick (D & G), connection cable 57
Kirkton of Culsalmond (Aberdeens):
Blackhillock–Kintore track 21–2;
Little Newton 22
Kirkwall (Orkney):
Grainbank 147;
Linty Brae 147;
New Scapa Road 147;
Towerhill 147
Klibreck (Highld), hydro scheme 105
Knockbain (Highld), Bogallan Croft 115
knocking stones 43, 44
Laggan (Highld):
A86 causeway 115;
Glenshero Estate 115–16, 115;
Laggan/Strathmashie Forest 116
Laggan-Tormore (Shet):
gas processing plant 179;
pipeline 179
Lamington (S Lans), primary school 183
Lanark (S Lans):
High Street 183–4;
Langloch Farm 184
Largs (N Ayrs), church 142
Larkhall (S Lans), Nairn Street 183
Latheron (Highld),
Hill of Lychrobbie 116
Lauder (Borders):
The Row 175;
Thirlestane Castle 175
Laurencekirk (Aberdeens):

Beattie Lodge 30;
Dykelands 31;
Upper Haddo 30, 30
lazy beds:
Ardnamurchan 94–5;
Iona 47; Skye 98;
South Uist 198
Leckmelm (Highld),
hydro scheme 118–19, 119
Leith (Edin), St Andrew Place and
Wellington Place 81
Leochel-Cushnie (Aberdeens),
Cushnie Forest 30
leper hospital 89
Lerwick (Shet):
Anderson High School 179;
North Hoo Field 180;
Staney Hill 180
Lesmahagow (S Lans):
Glebe Medical Centre 184;
Stonebyres Farm 184;
water mains 184
Leswalt (D & G), Larbrax Moor 58
Lewis (W Isles):
Beinn Ghrideag 198;
Both a’ Chlair Beag 206;
Callanish 199–200, 199;
Gearrannan Project 200;
Gleann Mor Barabhais 196, 196;
Lews Castle 198–9;
Loch an Duna 214;
Loch Arnish 214;
Loch Bhorghastail 214;
North Tolsta 199
Libberton (S Lans), brooch 184–5, 184
Liberton (Edin),
Alnwickhill Waterworks 71
Liddesdale (Highld), survey 120
lighthouse 206
Lindores (Fife), abbey 88
Linlithgow (W Loth):
Clarendon House 193;
High Street 193;
House of the Binns 191–2;
Linlithgow Palace 193–4;
St Ninian’s Way 194
Livingston (W Loth),
Alderstone Road 194
Loch Achonachie (Highld),
overhead line 100
Loch Assynt (Highld),
Ardvreck Castle 96
Loch Cluanie (Highld),
bridge 107–8, 107
Loch Doilean (Highld) 94
Loch Earn (P & K):
Allt na Fhionn 159;
Dun Caoch 159;
Glen Tarken 159
see also St Fillans
Loch Fleet (Highld) 102, 102
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Loch Lomond (Ag & B),
Tarbet Isle 41, 41
Loch Mhor (Highld), Corriegarth 97
Loch Ness (Highld),
Creag nan Eun forest block 128–9,
128
Loch Tay (Stirlg):
Creag Ard 187;
Cuiltean 188
Loch Treig (Highld):
Abhainn Rath 112;
Allt na Lairige 112
Loch Tummel (P & K):
homesteads 201;
ringforts 158, 159
Lochalsh (Highld),
Carn na Sean-Chreag 116, 117
Lochgoilhead (Ag & B),
Allt a’Chocaire 51–2, 52
Logie Pert (Angus), Craigo 39
long cairns 24, 116
Long Calderwood (S Lans), cairn 201
Longforgan (P & K):
Main Street 168, 168;
West Meadows 168–9
longhouses:
Glenmuckloch 57;
Kinloch 127;
Kraiknish/Glen Brittle 98;
Lair 167;
Loch Achonachie 100;
Rosal 105
Lossiemouth (Moray), survey 135, 136
Low Hauxley (Northumb), burial 216
Lower Auchenreath (Moray),
survey 141
Lynchat (Highld), souterrain 205
maceheads
antler 213
stone 104, 151
march stone 157
Markinch (Fife), church 87–8
Maryculter (Aberdeens),
Aberdeen western peripheral route
23–4
masons’ marks 25, 88
Melrose (Borders):
abbey 176;
Abbey House 176;
Wester Housebyres Farm 176
memorial stone 112
metalworking evidence:
Ardgye 137;
Dirleton 64;
Easter Manbeen 137;
Eilean Fhianain 96;
Inverurie 29;
Iona 47;
Lochinver 137;
Lower Auchenreath 141;
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Orkney 149;
Rattray 171;
Stonewells 141;
Swandro 149;
Tantallon Castle 67
see also copper alloy working
evidence; ironworking evidence
Methil (Fife),
Levenmouth High School 90
Methlick (Aberdeens):
Haddo House 31;
Meikle Ardo Steading 31
middens:
Collaster 180;
Harray 143;
Links of Noltland 154, 155;
Ness of Brodgar 152–3;
Newark Bay 150;
Sanday 148;
Sands of Forvie 34–5;
Swandro 149;
Tarradale 130;
Westray 154
Midlothian 131–3
mills
grain:
Bieldside 15;
Craigend Distillery 190–1, 190;
Dale by Cottascarth 144;
Drumoak 22;
Fintray 24;
Garlogie 34;
Inverurie 19;
Jocksleys 138;
Kinloch House 168;
Meikle Ardo Steading 31;
Milton of Murtle 15, 15;
Mochrum 58;
Orphir 149;
Rookend Mill 69;
Tullo Hill 16;
Tullynessle 37;
Wester Housebyres Farm 176
timber:
Edinburgh 74;
Glen Lochy 43;
Kinloch House 168
not specified:
Aberdeen 11, 11;
Barra 195, 196;
Bridgehouse Mill 175–6;
Butts Mill 171;
Dairsie 86–7;
Eckford 174;
Edinburgh 76;
Inverbervie 18;
Midtownfield Mill 172
see also horse gin
millstones 69, 124
Milltimber (Aberdeen):
Oldfold Farm 15;
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South Lasts Farm 15;
Westfield Cottage 15
Milton of Buchanan (Stirlg),
Burn of Mar 186, 187
Milton of Murtle (Aberdeen),
mill (Waterwheel Inn) 15, 15
mining sites 75, 78, 185
Minto (Borders),
Hassendean Bank 176–7
Mochrum (D & G), Changue 58
Moffat (D & G), connection cable 57
Moidart (Highld), Glenuig 96
Monaughty Forest (Moray), survey 133
Moncreiffe Hill (P & K),
Moredun Top 161–2, 206
Monkton (S Ayrs):
Main Street 181;
Tarbolton Road 181
Montrose (Angus):
Charleton Farm 39;
The Ropewalk 39, 39
Moray 133–41
Morham (E Loth), survey 66
mortar (stone) 119
mortar, shell-lime 195–6, 195, 198
Morvich (Highld), Inchnacroe 107
mottes 10, 141, 171
Moulin (P & K),
Pitfourie standing stone 169, 169
mounts
Roman 54
post-medieval 66
Muir of Ord (Highld),
Auchmore Farm 129, 129
Muirkirk (E Ayrs),
Townhead of Greenock 61
Mull (Ag & B):
aerial photography 50, 51;
Aros Castle 50, 51;
Dun Aisgain 51;
Dun nan Gall 50, 51;
Dun Urgadul 51;
Kilvickeon 47;
Tobermoray 51
musket/pistol balls 41, 66, 79
Musselburgh (E Loth):
Inveresk Road 66;
Lewisvale Park 66;
Millhill 65;
Pinkie Mains 66
Muthill (P & K), overhead line 157
Nairn (Highld), Moray Place 120
needle, bone 135
Ness of Brodgar (Orkney) 151–3, 152
Ness of Gruting (Shet), Stanydale 215
Netherton (P & K), church 159
Newbigging (S Lans), Mill Quarry 183
Newbridge (Edin):
Scania Workshop 82;
Volkswagen 82–3
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Newburgh (Aberdeens):
Knockhall Road 26;
School Road 26
Newhailes (E Loth):
flower garden 66, 66;
nurseries 64
Newhills (Aberdeen):
A96 Park and Ride 12;
Fernhill Service Reservoir pipeline 12
Newshot Island (Rens),
wrecks 171–2, 172
Nigg (Aberdeen):
caravan park site 10;
Craighar Cottage 11
Nigg (Highld), King’s Cave 120–1, 120
Nine Stanes stone circle (Moray) 141
North Ayrshire 142–3
North Berwick (E Loth):
Newhouse 64;
North Berwick Law 67
North Dalnottar (W Duns),
cemetery 191
North Lanarkshire 143
North Uist (W Isles):
Am Banca Mòr 197;
Eileann an Tighe 214;
Meall na Hoa 197, 197
Nybster (Highld),
Stroupster Farm 99
Ogham stones 51
Old Deer (Aberdeens):
Book of Deer Project 31, 31;
St Drostan’s Home 32;
Ugie Brae House 32
Oldmeldrum (Aberdeens),
Pittrichie Mansion 37, 37
Ord Hill (Highld), overhead line 100
Orkney 143–55, 202, 207
Orphir (Orkney):
Norse Mill 149;
Smoogro 149
Ospidale (Highld), finds 100–1, 100
Out Skerries (Shet), monitoring 202
ovens, Roman 57
peck-marked stone 84
Peebles (Borders):
Castle Hill 174;
Cross Keys Hotel 177;
Edston Quarry 177;
Janet’s Brae forts 177
Perth (P & K):
Bertha Park 171;
Blackfriars Street 169–70;
Carpenter Street 170;
Jeanfield Road 170;
prison 170
Perth & Kinross 155–71
Peterculter (Aberdeen):
Aberdeen western peripheral

route 13–14;
Eddieston Smiddy 14
Peterhead (Aberdeens):
prison 15;
St Peter Street 33;
West Road 33
Pictish stones:
Dandaleith Stone 139–40, 139;
Maiden Stone 19;
Rhynie 33–4
pigments 153
pins
Bronze Age 135
medieval 47
not dated 100, 100
pistol ball see musket/pistol balls
pit alignments 23, 164, 164, 172
pitchstone 42, 114, 121
pits, prehistoric 121–2
pivot stone 124
planticrues 146, 154
Pluscarden Abbey (Moray) 137–8
Polmont (Falk):
churchyard 85–6;
Union Canal 86
Polteath Burn (N Ayrs) 142
Poolewe (Highld):
Croft 107, 107;
Inverewe House 107
Port of Menteith (Stirlg),
Over Glenny 189, 189
Portmahomack (Highld),
carved ball 105
Portmoak (P & K),
Easter Balgedie 170, 170
Portobello (Edin), ceramic industries 74
pottery
Neolithic:
Belladrum 114;
Ben Bowie 42;
Ness of Brodgar 152, 153;
Rosemarkie 121;
Wellhill 164, 164
Beaker:
Hillhead 36;
Kintore 30;
Rosemarkie 121;
South Uist 198
Bronze Age:
Connagill 104;
Crieff 160;
Inverurie 29;
Kintore 30;
Laurencekirk 30;
Newark Bay 150;
Portkil 53;
Rosemarkie 121, 121, 122
Bronze Age/Iron Age:
Belladrum 114
Iron Age:
Ness of Brodgar 153

prehistoric:
Aberdeen western peripheral
route 23;
Alyth 155;
Balbithan 24;
Belhelvie/Foveran 18;
Collaster 180;
Covesea 135;
Dundee 61;
Edinburgh 81;
Hillhead 36;
Inverurie 28;
Iona 47;
Larkhall 183;
Lower Auchenreath 141;
Newbigging 183;
Newburgh 26;
Peterculter 13;
Sanday 148;
Sheriffside 69;
Tarbet Isle 41
Roman:
Falkirk 85;
Polteath Burn 142, 143
medieval:
Cambusbarron 190;
Crail 86;
Cromarty 101;
Edinburgh 76;
Elgin 137;
Govan 91;
Huntly 28;
Inverness 109;
Jedburgh 175;
Linlithgow 193;
Mossend 195;
Redhall 190;
St Andrews 88, 89;
Stonewells 141;
Tarradale 130
post-medieval:
Cambuslang 182;
Druminnor 16;
Edinburgh 76, 80;
Forfar 38;
Govan 91;
Inverness 109, 109;
Kinfauns 166;
Lewis 199;
Mossend 195;
St Andrews 88;
Strathlachlan 49;
Tarradale 130
pottery works 71, 74
Prestonkirk (E Loth), Phantassie Farm 67
Prestonpans (E Loth),
Drummohr House 67–8, 67
Priest Island (Highld),
Eilean a’Chleirich 117
printworks 73
prisoner of war camps 61, 170
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Renfrewshire 171–2
Rennibister Farm (Orkney) 144
Reston (Borders), Blackhouse 172
Rhynie (Aberdeens):
Clashindarroch Forest 33;
Pictish stone site 33–4, 33
Quarrelwood Forest (Moray), survey 140 Riccarton (Edin),
Heriot-Watt University 70
quarries:
rick stances 27, 32
Aberfoyle 185–6, 185;
rig and furrow:
Barmolloch 48;
Aberdeen City 13, 14;
Bognie 133;
Aberdeenshire 16, 18, 23, 25, 30, 31, 32;
Correen Forest 19;
Dumfries & Galloway 58;
Draffen 62;
East Ayrshire 61, 62;
Edston 177;
East Lothian 65, 66, 67;
Harvesters Way 76;
Edinburgh 81;
Kilfinan 46, 47;
Falkirk 86;
Lewis 200;
Highland 94, 96, 105;
Maggothill 56;
Midlothian 132;
Quarrelwood 140;
Moray 140, 141;
Scrabster 127;
Orkney 147, 150, 153, 154;
Stanshielrig 57
Perth & Kinross 156, 164, 167;
quartz 29, 200;
South Ayrshire 181;
see also flint and stone tools
South Lanarkshire 182;
querns
Stirling 186;
rotary 64, 101, 113, 113, 186, 186
West Lothian 192, 193, 195;
saddle 10, 55, 141
see also ard marks
not specified 49, 124, 125
ring cairn, Delfour 205, 205
ring ditches:
radiocarbon dates 213–17
Dumfries 59; Dundee 60;
Alyth 155;
Edinburgh 72;
Bay of Ireland 150;
Larkhall 183;
Blackburn Moss 24;
Laurencekirk 30, 30;
Chest of Dee 21;
Rhynie 33, 34; Tillyfar 37
Cladh Aindreis 95;
ringforts, Loch Tummel 158, 159
Comar Wood Dun 113;
roads/tracks/hollow-ways
Crathie Point 25; Durn 25;
prehistoric:
Edston Quarry 177;
Scotsburn 119
Fallago Rig 176;
Roman:
Gaulcross 26;
Dunning 162; Falkirk 85;
Gleann Mor Barabhais 196;
Glen Artney 171;
Inverurie 29;
March Burn–Little Clyde 183
Knowe of Swandro 149;
medieval:
Loch Doilean 40;
Glen Artney 171;
Meur 148; Ricky’s Cairn 95;
Jedburgh 174
Rosemarkie 121, 122;
military 205
Sands of Forvie 34;
Allt Gruiniche 39;
Tarlogie Farm Dun 125;
Beauly–Denny overhead line 98;
Tarradale 130
Corrymuckloch 157;
Raffin (Highld), Rubha Stoer 96
Drumochter Pass 157;
railways/railway buildings:
Glen Bruar 157;
Addiewell and Polbeth 195;
Glen Lochy 43;
Edinburgh 71, 75, 76;
Glenshee 167;
Glen Bruar 157;
Loch Cluanie 107
signal boxes 203, 203; Skye 123
post-medieval:
Rait (P & K), overhead line 166
Ardno 53;
Ratho (Edin):
Ayr 181;
Craigpark Quarry 83;
Bowmore 48;
The Glebe 83
Cambuslang 182;
Rattray (P & K), Mains of Rattray 170–1
Correen Forest 36;
Rendall (Orkney),
Corrennie Forest 20;
Queenamuckle Cairn 144
prisons 15, 170
promontory forts
see hillforts/promontory forts
pumice 104, 149
pump houses 89–90, 153, 167
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Cumnock 61;
Cushnie Forest 30;
Drumtochty Forest 24;
Edinburgh 80;
Fort William 111, 111;
Huntly 28, 28;
Iona 4; Laggan 115, 115;
Quarrelwood Forest 140;
Rackwick 146; Rutherglen 185
not dated:
Ardnamurchan 40, 94;
Barmolloch 48;
Bennachie Forest 32;
Buckies Hill 126;
Bunzeach Forest 36;
Burn of Mar 186;
Correen Forest 19;
Corrour estate 112;
Cushnie Forest 30;
Drumtochty Forest 24;
Duffs Hill 17;
Easter Earshaig 57;
Edinburgh 82;
Fallago Rig 176;
Fetteresso Forest 23;
Gartly Moor 29;
Glen Bruar 156, 157;
Hill of Lychrobbie 116;
Keppoch 118; Kilfinan 46;
Kincraig 100; Kinloch 127;
Maggothill 57; Mochrum 58;
Quarrelwood Forest 140;
Rusha 195; Scamadale 51;
Stanshielrig 57
see also drove ways
rock art:
Jonathan’s Cave 90, 90;
Ormaig 48;
Rouken Glen 70, 70;
Traprain Law 67, 67
see also ball, carved; cross incised
stone; crosses, carved; cup marks;
Pictish stones
roof tiles, medieval 72
ropewalk 39, 39
Rosemarkie (Highld):
caves 122, 217;
Gollanfield Avenue 122;
waste water works 121
Rosewell (Midloth):
Cemetery Road 132;
Gorton Loan 132–3;
Newbigging Farm 133
Rosneath (Ag & B), Portkil Cave 53
Rosyth (Fife), Pitreavie 87
round barrows 56, 60, 87
roundhouses:
The Cairns 150, 150;
Cnoc Tigh 125–6, 125;
Collaster 180, 180;
Connagill 104, 104;
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Ardno 52; Arrochar 40;
Auchingeon 43;
Badinluchie 99;
Corrieyairack Pass 97;
Corrour Estate 112;
Creag Bhreac 44;
Edinburgh 82;
Glen Bruar 157;
Glen Lochy 43;
Maggothill 56;
Mochrum 58;
Nether Mousland 153, 154;
Priest Island 117;
Scrabster 127
see also shielings
St Andrews (Fife):
Shetland 179–80, 202
Memorial Hospital 88;
Shieldaig (Highld), lithics 92–3, 93
North Street 88;
shielings
South Street 88, 89;
Aberdeenshire:
Westburn Lane 89;
Bunzeach 36;
Wonder Years Nursery 89
Monach Burn 37
St Fillans (P & K):
Argyll & Bute:
church 204, 204; cup marks 159
Allt a’Chocaire 51–2, 52;
St Kilda (W Isles),
Arrochar 40; Glen Lochy 43;
Village Bay 197, 206–7, 207
Kilfinan 46, 47;
St Ninians (Stirlg):
Scamadale 51
Broadleys Farm 190;
Dumfries & Galloway:
Cambusbarron 190;
Glenmuckloch 57
Craigend Distillery 190–1, 190;
Highland:
Redhall 190;
Allt Bhuruisgidh 128;
Skeoch Farm 190
Allt Iain 110–11, 111;
Salt Pans Bay (D & G) 58
Ardnamurchan 93;
salt works 58
Auchmore Farm 129;
Samuelston (E Loth), East Mains Farm 64
Ceannacroc 128;
Sanday (Orkney):
Corrour estate 112;
Makabuster 148; Meur 148–9, 148;
Easter Fearn 103;
Rising Tide survey 144, 145;
Glenshero estate 116;
Tarristy 144
Inchnacroe 107;
Sands of Forvie (Aberdeens),
Kraiknish/Glen Brittle 98;
midden sites 34–5
Leckmelm 118–19, 119
Scalloway Castle (Shet) 180
Perth & Kinross:
Scamadale (Ag & B), survey 51
Allt Linntich 165, 165;
Scapa Flow (Orkney) 202, 211
Allt na Fhionn 159;
Scatsta (Shet) 179
Calliachar 168;
school buildings:
Drumochter Pass 157;
Bruan 130, 131;
Glen Bruar 156, 157;
Edinburgh 74, 77–8, 79;
Larichfraskhan 169
Peterculter 14; Prestopans 68
Stirling:
Scotsburn (Highld), roundhouse 118, 119
Castle Law 189;
Scourd of Brewster (Shet) 214–15
Chaorach 188, 188
Scrabster (Highld):
Western Isles:
beach 126–7, 127;
Harris 200, 200;
harbour 127; quarry 127
Lewis 206; South Uist 198
seal matrix 66
shooting butts 19, 33, 35, 110, 110
Seamill (N Ayrs), intertidal zone 142
Shootinglee (Borders) 178–9, 178
Selkirk (Borders), flood prevention
Skelbo (Highld), Loch Fleet 102, 102
scheme 177
skeos 207
shale 91, 183
Skye (Highld):
Shapinsay (Orkney), Ward Hill 149
aerial photography 122, 123;
sheep, structures associated with:
Broadford industrial estate 123;
Allt Saigh Burn 129;
Broadford–Elgol water main 123–4, 124;
Ardnamurchan 93, 94;

Craigellachie 139;
Inverkip 131; Inverurie 29;
Jackschairs Wood 207;
Larkhall 183; Monaughty 133;
Peterculter 13; Scotsburn 118, 119;
Stonewells 141; Strathspey 133;
Tarlogie Farm Dun 124–5, 124;
Tom a’Chapuill 96
Rousay (Orkney), Knowe of Swandro 149
Ruisaurie (Highld), overhead line 100
Rum bloodstone 94
Rutherglen (S Lans),
Downiebrae Road 185

Duntulm Castle Hotel 113;
Hallin 102–3, 103;
Kilbride 123, 124;
Kilchrist 123;
Kilmarie 123–4;
Kraiknish/Glen Brittle 98, 98;
Meabost 124;
Staffin Community Trust New
Pathways 113, 114
slaughter house 77
soapstone 125
Sorbie (D & G), East Culkae 59
souterrains 29, 205
South Ayrshire 180–1
South Lanarkshire 181–5
South Ronaldsay (Orkney):
The Cairns 150, 150;
Cauldhame 150
South Uist (W Isles):
Caolas Mòr Village 198;
Geàrraidh Fliuch 197–8;
Howmore 198;
Kildonan Glen 198;
Loch Bi 198;
Loch Sgiopoirt 198
South Walls (Orkney), WW2 heritage 146
Spean Bridge (Highld):
Achnacarry Commando Camp 110, 110;
Corrour estate 112
Speyslaw (Moray), survey 141
spindle whorls 101, 101
Spittal (Highld), convertor station 108
sporting buildings 79, 202–3, 203
Sprouston (Borders),
Nottylees Steading 178
spurs 190
Spynie (Moray), quarry 136
square barrows 146
stables:
Bridge of Don 12; Cadder 91;
Clarendon House 193;
Dalkeith 132;
Edinburgh 77, 80; Inverbervie 18;
Peebles 177; South Lochton 168
standing stones:
Castle Leod 106; Kilbride 123;
Ness of Brodgar 153;
Pitcrocknie 155;
Pitfourie 169, 169;
Randolphfield 189
see also Pictish stones
steatite 144
Stenness (Orkney):
Ireland Road 151;
Rising Tide survey 144–5
Stenton (E Loth), Stenton House 68
Stewarton (E Ayrs),
Draffen lime kilns 61, 62
stills:
Allt na Crionaiche 129;
Badger Falls 201, 201;
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Corry Wood/Ord Hill 100;
Glen Bruar 156; Klibreck 105
Stirling 63, 171, 185–91
Stirling (Stirlg):
castle 189–90;
Randolphfield standing stones 189
see also Bannockburn; St Ninians
stirrup 190
Stoer (Highld), church 96–7
stone circles:
Belladrum 114;
Callanish 199–200, 199;
Gaulcross 26;
Hill of Tuack 215
Kilbride 123; Nine Stanes 141;
Rosal 105
stone row 114
Stonehaven (Aberdeens):
Carron Den 22;
Ury estate, East Lodge 23
Stonehouse (S Lans),
Strathaven Road 185
Stonewells (Moray), survey 141
Stotfield Cherty Rock 135–6
Stow (Borders), Torsonce House 178
Strachan (Aberdeens),
Bucharn Cairn 35–6, 35
strap junction, Iron Age 64
Strath Avon (Moray), Ballindalloch 138
Strath Halladale (Highld),
Connagill 104, 104
Strathaven (S Lans),
East Overton Farm 181–2
Strathblane (Stirlg), Campsie Road 191
Strathbraan (P & K):
Aldmad 167;
Corrody Burn 167, 167
Strathconon (Highld),
Carn na Buaile Fort 100
Strathdon (Aberdeens),
Bunzeach Forest 36
Strathlachlan (Ag & B):
path 53; Tigh Caol 49
Strathnaver (Highld), Rosal 105, 105
Strathspey (Highld/Moray), cable
trenches 114–15, 133
strike-a-lights 49, 110
Stromness (Orkney),
Nether Mousland 153–4
Stuartfield (Aberdeens), Little Mains 32
stylus, graphite 197
Sullom Voe (Shet), pipeline 179
swimming pools 65, 74
Swona (Orkney) 207
Symington (E Ayrs), A77 62
Tain (Highld):
Morangie Dun 207;
Tarlogie Farm Dun 124–5, 124
tank, stone 148, 148, 149
tankard handle, Iron Age 83, 83
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tanneries 65, 73, 73
Tantallon (E Loth):
Blackdykes 66–7; castle 67
tar house 39, 39
Tarbat (Highld):
Castlehaven 207, 207;
Cnoc Tigh 125–6, 125, 207;
survey 207
Tarbert (Ag & B):
castle 40–1;
Hidden Heritage project 40–1
Tarbet (Ag & B), castle 45, 45
Tarland (Aberdeens), Hillhead 36
Tarradale (Highld) 130
Teindland Forest (Moray) 140
telephone exchange 81
Temple (Midloth),
Rosebery Home Farm 133, 133
terrets 64, 174
Thomshill (Moray):
Castlehill 134; watching brief 134
Thornton (Fife), church 87–8
Tibbers Castle (D & G) 205
timber, prehistoric 150–1, 151
timber circle, Lochbrow 56
Tiree (Ag & B), Crossapol 53–4
Toab (Shet), slipway 179
toggle, Iron Age 109–10
tolbooth 86
Tomatin (Highld),
water treatment works 120
torc 97, 97
Tormiston Mill (Orkney) 153
Tornagrain (Highld), gas pipeline 121, 121
Torridon (Highld), Coire church 92
Torwood (Falk), broch 84
Torwoodlee (Borders), finds 172
Tough (Aberdeens),
Corrennie Forest 19–20
Towie (Aberdeens), Nether Towie Farm 36
Townhead (D & G), cup marks 57
tracks see roads/tracks/hollow-ways
tramways 186
Tranent (E Loth),
Tranent Mains Farm 68
Traprain Law (E Loth) 67, 67
Trinafour (P & K) 157
trough, stone 39
Tuack (Aberdeens), stone circle 215
Tulliallan (Fife), estate 89–90, 89
Tullynessle (Aberdeens),
Correen Forest 19, 36–7
Tundergarth (D & G),
Crawthat Cottage 60
Turnberry (S Ayrs), castle 204–5
Turriff (Aberdeens):
Fortrie Farm 16;
Tillyfar 37
Twechar (E Duns), Glen Shirva Road 62
Unst (Shet), Collaster 180, 180

A’ LO R G AG U S A’ C L A D HAC H A N A L B A I N N

Urray (Highld), Allt na Crionaiche 129
vessels
copper-alloy 176–7
stone 119, 125, 144
Wallfield (Moray) 141
Wallyford (E Loth), Victory Stadium 66
washhouses/laundry 71, 75, 89, 132
waterworks 71
Wellington (S Lans), churches 10
wells:
Cadder 91;
Edinburgh 71, 72, 73, 77, 81;
Kincraigie 167;
Meall na Hoa 197, 197;
Mochrum 58; Mossend 195;
Orkney 148, 148, 149;
Perth 169–70; Skye 123, 124;
South Uist 198
Wemyss (Fife), Jonathan’s Cave 90, 90
West Calder (W Loth):
Mossend 195;
Rusha opencast facility 195
West Dunbartonshire 191
West Linton (Borders),
Bridgehouse Mill 175–6
West Lothian 86, 191–5
Western Isles 195–200, 206–7
Westray (Orkney):
Hooan 154;
Links of Noltland 154–5, 154
whale bones 39, 126
whale store 86
Whitecraig (E Loth), Hillhead Farm 65
Whiteford (Aberdeens), Logie 19
Wick (Highld):
Breadalbane Terrace church 130, 130;
churches 10; Noss Head 130–1;
Swartigill Burn 131
Winchburgh (W Loth) 192–3, 192
window glass 106
World War 1 structures 202, 203, 204,
206, 211
World War 2 structures:
Aberdeen 11;
Achnacarry 110, 110;
Auchinleck 61;
Bridge of Don 13, 13;
Crail 211; Dalkeith 132;
Forres 138;
Orkney 146–7, 146, 147, 149, 153–4;
Rubha Stoer 96;
Shetland 179, 180
wrecks 202
Hunterston Sands 142;
Loch Fleet 102, 102;
Newshot Island 171–2, 172
Yester (E Loth), Sheriffside 68–9, 68
Yonderton (Aberdeens), cable route 29
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