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Editorial policy

Since the first volume in 1947 Discovery and excavation in
Scotland (DES) has played a vitally important role in Scottish
archaeology. Each new issue offers a simple way to keep up
to date with current work in the field, and the back issues
provide a research tool for anyone seeking information about
the archaeology of Scotland.
The full run of DES is now available digitally, with the
exception of the most recent five volumes. These are
available in print form to members of Archaeology Scotland.
All volumes from 1947 onwards are available as PDF files.
They may be downloaded for research and teaching purposes
but must not be resold or made available on any other web
site or any other medium with or without charge, unless
with the prior written consent of Archaeology Scotland and
the relevant copyright holders. The digital archive may be
accessed via a link on the Archaeology Scotland website.
DES is not intended as a medium for final publication. It is
a reference work, an annual summary of activity in technical
form. A fuller account will eventually appear in print
elsewhere, and/or further detailed records will be deposited
with the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS: formerly referred to
as NMRS) and in the appropriate museum service. It is a
condition of Historic Scotland funding that entries should be
supplied for publication in DES.
Archaeology Scotland publishes DES as a service to its
members and to archaeology generally. It is aimed at a
readership with a specialist interest in archaeology and
welcomes contributions from all sectors of the archaeological
community. Its production represents a significant percentage
of Archaeology Scotland’s annual income. Financial support
is received from various bodies for entries relating to their
work, and further contributions are received for reports on
developer-funded projects.
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DES aims to provide a rapid, comprehensive summary of all
archaeological work undertaken in Scotland each year by the
end of May in the succeeding year. This imposes a very tight
timescale on the production process. These considerations
underlie and constrain the editorial policy reflected in the
notes for contributors below. It seeks to balance maximum
information value and accuracy with speed of production
and minimum cost. It is divided into two sections: notes for
contributors on the format and deadlines for submissions,
and a section on conventions, arranged in alphabetical order.
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1 Notes for contributors
1.1
Content of DES
The editor will accept appropriate accounts of all forms of
archaeological discoveries. It is preferable to submit entries
in the year of discovery, but contributions may also be
submitted at a later date. They may cover:
• Assessment (desk-based assessments should only be
submitted if undertaken as part of additional work)
• Evaluation
• Watching brief
• Excavation
• Geophysical or other field survey
• Fieldwalking
• Historic building survey
• Palaeoenvironmental studies
• Finds studies
• Records of stray finds
• Public access projects including Adopt-a-Monument
• Full bibliographic references for the final publication, in
any medium, of work previously recorded in DES.
Text format and deadlines
1.2
• Please supply contributions as a Word attachment via
email. In addition, one hard copy of each contribution
and a disk with the entries and any illustrations should
be submitted. Each contribution should be printed out on
a separate page following the standard format, and typed
or clearly printed in single spacing.
• Professional organisations should submit text in the
format requested by the Bibliographic Officer. Individuals
may submit text in the format of the sample entry below.
• Contributions may be sent in at any time during the year.
The final deadline for inclusion of contributions in the
volume for the current year is 15 November. Contributions
received after that date will be included in next year’s
volume.
• All entries should acknowledge the contributor(s),
organisation(s) and appropriate funder(s).
• The contributors’ contact addresses will be listed at the
back of the volume.
• The editor will not accept anonymous contributions.
• Contributions should be sent to Dr Paula Milburn at
RCAHMS, John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace,
Edinburgh EH8 9NX.
• Email Paula.Milburn@rcahms.gov.uk
Illustration format
1.3
• We will include illustrations to accompany your entry
whenever possible, provided they are of appropriate
quality. We particularly welcome plans of large-scale
excavations and surveys.
• Please supply colour and black and white greyscale images
as jpg or tif files at a minimum resolution of 300dpi.
• Black and white bitmap images should ideally be saved at
1200dpi, and no lower than 800dpi for optimum printing.
• Please supply a hard copy of each image, labelled on the
back with local authority area, site name and file name,
and a numbered list of captions cross-referencing images
and files.
• Do not embed images in Word files.
Editorial process
1.4
• Copyright for text and images published in DES will
rest with Archaeology Scotland. Entries will normally
be added to CANMORE, the RCAHMS online database
(www.rcahms.gov.uk).

• Contributors should ensure they have copyright clearance
for images not their own before submission.
• The editor will apply the standards and conventions of
these notes, as indicated in the sample entry below.
• The editor reserves the right to shorten contributions.
Because survey observations can be replicated, these
are subject to heavier editing than excavation reports,
which are records of unrepeatable work. Negative reports
(where no archaeology was found) should be as short as
possible.
• Badly written, very long or controversial contributions
may be returned to the contributor for revision.
• Contributors will not receive proofs of edited contributions.
• The contributor is responsible for the accuracy of entries,
and all enquiries concerning content should be referred
to the contributor. Contributors may be asked to verify
their contributions. The editor will not enter into lengthy
correspondence with contributors.
Sample entry
1.5
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Berry Burn Wind Farm
Evaluation and survey
Sarah-Jane Haston – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 07032 46223 An archaeological evaluation was
undertaken in July 2006 to ascertain whether there were
any archaeological constraints upon the location of a turbine
forming part of the Berry Burn wind farm. The proposed
turbine location lies near the prehistoric field system at
Rochuln (NJ04NE 3).
Seven trenches were excavated, covering 392m2,
equivalent to just over 5% of the available area. The
present ground surface was at 310m OD. The trenches were
excavated through varying depths of peat, and all came
down onto natural sand with frequent boulders protruding
from the bedrock. In some places an iron-pan had developed
before the onset of peat accumulation. Large tree trunks
were visible within the peat at depths between 0.4m and
0.7m.
The evaluation identified three lengths of dry stone
walling, comprising two separate structures lying on top of
the natural subsoil and sealed beneath up to 0.7m of peat. Of
unknown date or function, they may be associated with an
early field system. All three features lie on the very E margin
of the Turbine 30 location and c45m from the centre point of
the turbine base.
Three linear banks that lay outside the limits of the previous
work undertaken by the RCAHMS (survey DC17478/PO)
were surveyed.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland SMR
Funder: Entec UK

[Contact details for organisation/individual name – for
contributors list]
1.6
Format for editors
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Site name
Type(s) of project
Name of contributor(s) – Name of organisation
National Grid Reference (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) [space]
[Report]
[tab] second and subsequent paragraphs
Location of archive and/or report [no full point]
Funder: [no full point]
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2 Conventions
2.1
Abbreviations and acronyms
• Do not punctuate abbreviations or acronyms, eg RCAHMS,
National Museums Scotland, mm, m, Fig
• Use N, S, E, W, NE, SSE, E–W, and N–S for cardinal points
and directions. Spell out northwards, southern etc in full.
2.2
Bibliographic references
• It will not normally be necessary to provide references for
entries in the DES county list.
• References to previous DES entries for the same site
should be in the form DES 2001, 92–93.
• For other references follow the Harvard system. Cite the
reference in the text as the author’s name and the year of
publication, with page and illustration references. Provide
a full list of references in alphabetical order at the end of
the entry. Use the CBA journal abbreviations.
• Take the title from the title page, not from the spine or
elsewhere on the cover. The title should be transcribed
exactly as to wording and spelling but not necessarily as
to punctuation and capitalisation. This means that except
for proper names, only the first word of a title should be
capitalised and no full stop is necessary at the end of the
title.
Dates
2.3
• Cite dates as 30 July 1893.
• Use the form 5th century, 3rd millennium.
• Note that dates used as adjectives are hyphenated; 5thmillennium date, 18th-century moulding.
• Use 1590s, 1930s.
• Note the order 49 BC, but AD 1952.
• Elision of dates should be to the shortest form consistent
with clarity, eg 5–15 July, 1745–7.
Geographical references
2.4
• To allow sites/finds to be located to the highest possible
degree of accuracy National Grid references (NGRs)
should be given as two letters and at least eight figures.
Ten figure NGRs would also be most welcome.
• Exceptions are treasure trove locations where the
submitting body feels that a more ambiguous location
is appropriate, or completed work where the locational
information has already been submitted to DES.
• Use current rather than historic local authority divisions
(see map in this volume).
2.5
Italics
• Use italics for the titles of books and journals, eg Discovery
and excavation in Scotland, DES, Proc Soc Ant Scot.
• Use italics for foreign words and quotations, eg c (for
circa), terminus ante quem, honi soit qui mal y pense.
2.6
Numbers and measurements
• Spell out the numbers from one to ten except in
measurements. Numbers 11 and above should be
numerals except where the context makes this awkward
(eg at the beginning of a sentence).
• Figures between 1000 and 9999 do not require a comma.
• Where numbers appear in a sequence, use numerals, eg
of 100 trenches, 74 produced white gritty ware.
• Elision of numbers should be to the shortest form
consistent with clarity, eg 254–8, 116–18, 196–203.
• Cite measurements in kilometres (km), metres (m) or
millimetres (mm). Use the unit that is appropriate for the
accuracy of the measurement.
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• Do not use cm as they are not an SI measurement.
• Do not leave a space between the number and the unit of
measurement.
• In a series of measurements using the same unit only the
last measurement needs to be followed by the unit, eg
34 x 67 x 83mm.
Quotations
2.7
• Short quotations should be enclosed in single quotation
marks.
• Lengthy quotations (more than five lines) should be
indented, beginning a fresh line, and should not have
quotation marks.
2.8
Spelling
• Spelling should follow the Concise Oxford Dictionary,
preferring the first variants where offered.
• Note the preferred spellings of the following words and
phrases:
1st Edition OS
annexe (noun)
artefact
cup mark
datable
dry stone
gazetteer
ground-breaking
groundwork
gully
hollow-way
hut circle
land use
medieval
metal detecting
millennium
penannular
planticrub
ploughsoil
posthole
rig and furrow
ring ditch
roundhouse
samian
viewshed
walkover
wind farm
Style
2.9
• Contributions should be brief statements of work
undertaken.
• Survey information should be summarised.
• Write simply and clearly.
• Try to be interesting.
• Avoid the use of the passive.

Discovery and excavation in Scotland pro forma
Please supply the following information in this order and format.
If there is more than one item on a line please separate them by using the tab key.
Local authority…………………………………………………………………………...............................................................
Parish……………………………………………………………………………………...............................................................
Site name............................................................................Name of contributor(s)………………………….....................
Type of project.....................................................................Name of organisation…………………….…….......................
Nation Grid Reference (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures)………………………………………..........................................................
NMRS No(s)/RCAHMS Canmore site number (if known)...................................................................................................
[Report]

Location of archive and/or report ……………………………………………………..............................................................

Funder………………………………………………………………………………….................................................................

Contact details of organisation………………………………………………………….............................................................
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NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SURVEYS
Aerial reconnaissance

DJ Woolliscroft and B Hoffmann
The following is a list of new sites found from the air by the Roman Gask Project in 2010.
Funder: The Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

ANGUS
Airlie
NO 320 476
Glamis
NO 358 427
NO 359 421
NO 350 418
NO 359 410
NO 362 403
NO 357 417
NO 364 413
NO 363 416
NO 361 417
NO 348 428
Newtyle
NO 317 410
and
NO 321 408

Braidston		Pits and ring feature
Ark Hill
Chamberwells
Denoon Burn

Rig
Pits
Small square feature
(possible building
foundation) and tracks
Haining
Pits and track
Haining Burn
Pits
Hardwick
Pits
Nether Hardwick Pits
Nether Hardwick Enclosure
Nether Hardwick Pits
Rig
Wester Denoon
Edderty

Rig

CLACKMANNANSHIRE
Muckhart
NN 979 009

Castleton Hill

Pits

PERTH AND KINROSS
Arngask
NO 124 129
NO 127 114

Cloven Craigs
Easterton

Pits
Small rectangular
features

Blackford
NN 903 076
NN 894 072

Banheath
Kinpauch

Ring feature
Pit

Caputh
NO 112 419

Middle Gourdie

Two roundhouses around
the known souterrain
(NO14SW 80)

Crieff
NN 848 252

Stonefield

Rig

Dron
NO 138 146

Balmanno Hill

Rectangular feature
(possible building
foundation)

Dunkeld and Dowally
NO 009 457 Leadpetty Lodge
Dunning
NO 054 139

Craigenroe Hill

Forgandenny
NO 097 149 Culteuchar Hill
NO 097 155 Culteuchar Hill
Heatheryleys
Heatheryleys
Kelty Burn
Mailer
Westhall Hill

Two small enclosures
Track, ring and small
rectangular features
Rig
Rig
Rig
Possible road quarry pits
Enclosure

Craigendivots

Building remains

Kettins
NO 265 358

Lochindores

NO 266 357

Lochindores

Small square platform
and enclosures
Small square enclosure
and pits

Kilspindie
NO 202 259
NO 203 259

Evelick
Evelick

Possible souterrain
Rounded corner of
possible rectangular
enclosure

Logierait
NN 972 568

Great Gheal

Ruined buildings

Orwell
NO 109 083

Holeton Hill

NO 074 085
NO 052 057

Stronachie
Warroch Hill

Two small square
enclosures
Rig
Large ring feature

Scone
NO 115 303
NO 128 279

Colen
Langedge Bridge

NO 150 269

Shianbank

NO 094 125
NO 097 124
NO 098 137
NO 097 202
NO 091 158
Forteviot
NO 085 122
and
NO 084 120

Rectangular enclosure
Possible rectangular and
circular enclosures
Roundhouse

Rig, building ruins and
enclosures
Multiple small enclosures
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Survey of Places of Worship in Scotland

Edwina Proudfoot – Scottish Church Heritage Research (SCHR)
The website www.scottishchurches.org.uk has been overhauled so that the descriptions can be read as a whole. The editing
has also been simplified and image uploading made easier, with images now appearing as a ribbon at the top of each entry.
We have begun fieldwork in the areas of Fife omitted from the pilot project and a team of volunteers has recorded the interiors
of 25 sites in E Fife. Sites in Kirkcaldy and Glenrothes are now being recorded and will be added to the website. Volunteers
working in the Cupar office have added 50 items from the last 10 volumes of DES to the website and the details of new sites
and additional information about known sites has been recovered from news cuttings and guide books held in the SCHR
library. The Historic Scotland funded co-ordinator for Angus, Aberdeenshire and Moray has concentrated on Angus and in the
last few months 170 churches have been photographed and added to the website. Fifteen volunteers have been recruited and
are assisting in fieldwork and research. If you have an interest in churches and chapels of any date or condition, have images
we could use, or would be interested in volunteering please contact SCHR.

EDINBURGH

A student placement from Edinburgh College of Art recorded
several Edinburgh churches, in particular St James the Less,
Leith. Four placement students have begun to work with us
and will be recording Edinburgh churches.

FIFE

NT 2770 9032 Former Invertiel Parish Church, Links Street,
Kirkcaldy. This church, built in 1856–63, formerly a Free
Church and now the Coptic Orthodox Christian Church
in Scotland, was recorded early in 2010. Although altered
internally many original features are still in place.

PERTH AND KINROSS

Auchterhouse Parish Church, Angus: one of the sites added to the SCHR website
in 2010

ARGYLL AND BUTE

NO 1902 1640 Abernethy Parish Church, School Wynd,
Abernethy. The present church was built in 1802 by
architect James Ballingal. The church has been recorded and
several grave stones and the mausoleum in the graveyard
photographed. This building could be the old parish church,
predecessor of the current church. It has a fine cornice as
well as high quality dressings.

Isle of Bute
Almost all the churches on the island have now been recorded,
including Kilmichael, St Ninian’s Point and other sites.
Examples of some of the sites recorded are shown below.
Rothesay
NS 0867 6474 St Paul’s Episcopal Church
NS 0983 6532 Craigmore Church (also known as St Brendan’s)
NS 0858 6456 St Andrew’s Roman Catholic Church
NS 0893 6451 Trinity Church (originally called The Free
Parish Church)
NS 0834 664 Rothesay Baptist Church
NS 0865 6453 Salvation Army Hall
NS 0861 6468 Former Bridge End United Free Church
NS 0842 6484 Former Rothesay Free Church
NS 1101 6056 Scoulag Chapel, Bute Estate
NS 088 645 Former St James’ Church, closed in 1939
NS 0885 6432 Site of Cameron Church (demolished)
NS 0880 6450 Site of Rothesay Gaelic Parish Church
(demolished)
NS 085 645 Site of former ‘tin church’
North Bute
NS 0532 6134 Former Free Church (Croc an Raer)
NS 0788 6727 St Ninians Church
NS 0735 6730 St Bruoc’s Church
Kingarth
NS 1079 6333 Ascog Parish Church
NS 0940 5340 St Blane’s Mon and the Cauldron
NS 1001 5515 Former Kingarth and Kilchattan Bay Parish
Church
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The Romanesque Chancel Arch, St Blane’s and the Cauldron, Kingarth

A BER D EEN CIT Y

ABERDEEN CITY
Aberdeen
Aberdeen Harbour
Evaluation and standing building recording
John Wood and Alison Cameron – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NJ 949 054 An evaluation and standing building surveys
were undertaken 4 March–18 May 2010 in advance of works
in Area 1, the foreshore to the W of Torry Quay, at Aberdeen
Harbour. No archaeologically significant features or artefacts
were recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Aberdeen Harbour Board

Craigton Road, Pitfodels
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 9067 0411 A 10% evaluation was carried out 3–4 June
2010 on a 0.9ha site W of 189 Craigton Road in advance of
the construction of a care home. No archaeological remains
were identified.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council, RCAHMS
Funder: The Trustees of the Nazareth Care Home

Donside Urban Village
Evaluation and standing building recording
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 93450 09097, NJ 93148 09523 and NJ 93193 09496 (cottage)
An evaluation was carried out 6–13 May 2010 on two areas
of the development site. Trenches at the N end of the site
revealed part of the channel and the base of the weir for the
water power to the 19th-century mill. A trench at the S end of
the site cut through deep deposits of dumped ash and cinder
from the mill. A standing building survey was undertaken on
Don Cottage, a Category B listed building which had been
severely damaged by fire. Built in the 1830s/1840s, it had
been a two-storied harled brick villa with French windows at
ground floor level and a balcony at 1st floor level supported
by rustic style timber columns.
Reports: City of Aberdeen SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Tenants First Housing Co-operative Ltd

pond had been removed in the 1920s and the steps covered
in the 1960s. The structures may be reinstated as part of an
ongoing Heritage Lottery Fund project.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council and RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Elmbank Terrace, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD
NJ 935 074 A 10% evaluation of a proposed development
area was carried out on 16 December 2009. A total of five
trenches were machine excavated. Two of the trenches were
c20m long and the remaining three were c2.5m long. No
significant archaeological remains were recorded.
Archive RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: TMC

Greyhope Road, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 9562 0537 An evaluation was carried out 16–17 July 2008
in advance of a proposed residential and office development.
Five trenches (covering an area of 148m²) were excavated
through up to 2m of made ground. Portions of the site were
formerly occupied by parts of the village of Old Torry, a
shipyard and an ironworks. No archaeological features or
artefacts were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Turner and Townsend

Justice Street, Aberdeen
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9454 0642 A watching brief was carried out 18–20 October
2010 during excavations for the laying of a new underground
electricity cable along a c25m stretch on the N side of Justice
Street. No archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeen City Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Power Distribution

New Library, University of Aberdeen
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9398 0813 A watching brief was carried out, 15 March–13
July 2010, during the final phase of groundwork for the
construction of a new building and the installation of a storm
drain running E–W for 26m from the W side of Elphinstone
Road. No archaeological features or finds were evident.
Reports: Aberdeen City Council and RCAHMS
Funder: University of Aberdeen

Concrete steps, built early 1880s, Duthie Park

Duthie Park
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 93889 04227 An evaluation was carried out at Duthie Park,
Aberdeen from 14–16 June 2010. The remains of a pond and
a set of six concrete steps, built in the early 1880s when the
park was established were uncovered. The structure of the

Park House, 120 Westburn Road, Aberdeen
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 92770 06913 A standing building survey was carried out
12 July–18 September 2010 on Park House a mid- to late 19thcentury granite house latterly used as part of a mental health
institution. The survey revealed no earlier structures and
observation during demolition confirmed this to be the case.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council and RCAHMS
Funder: Cancer Link Aberdeen and North (CLAN)

Robert Gordon University – Garthdee Campus,
East Development
Evaluation and excavation
Iraia Arabaolaza and Alastair Becket – GUARD
NJ 9218 0316 An evaluation was carried out 7 June–5 July 2010
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Aberdeen city

on the eastern part of a development site at Garthdee Campus.
The work was considered necessary due to the proximity of
a previously excavated Neolithic structure (NJ90SW 268). A
trial trench evaluation carried out 7–11 June 2010 revealed
the remains of a building marked on an early 20th-century OS
map. This building was probably associated with the gravel
pit (NJ90SW 236) that is marked on the same map and which
the evaluation trenches indicated had been used for modern
landfill. A cluster of possible pits and features, one of which
contained a flint blade of Early Neolithic date, were also
recorded during the evaluation. A subsequent excavation on
5 July 2010 revealed that the possible pit features were tree
boles. The discovery of the flint blade in the upper fill of one
these features probably reflects the effect of bioturbation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Robert Gordon University

Tullos Hill, Aberdeen
Community excavation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 9521 0323 (cairn) and NJ 9510 0346 (roundhouse) An
excavation of two sites recorded during a survey in 2004
was carried out using local volunteers during July 2010.
A cairn with a suspected robber pit in the centre, close to
the scheduled Cat Cairn, was revealed to be a ring cairn.
A cremation and a number of lithics were recovered from
this site. A possible roundhouse on the northern slopes of
the hill was found to have an eroded perimeter bank with
facing stones. An internal drain was recorded but no clear
postholes were identified in the bioturbated interior. Lithics
and a single pot sherd were recovered.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Victoria House, 84 West North Street, Aberdeen
Watching brief
Derek Hall
NJ 941 069 A watching brief was carried out in June 2010 on
two engineers’ test pits to the rear of Victoria House. Both
pits cut into a dumped rubble horizon which sealed deep
deposits of silty clay containing post-medieval bottle glass
and clay pipe. A mortar bonded stone structure of uncertain
date was encountered at the base of Trench 2 at a depth of
1.7m below the modern ground level.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Dyce
Kirkhill Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to
the archaeological resource. The following features were
recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 8558 1288 Standingstones Wood A partially scooped
hut circle, oval, c8 x 6m internally and facing SE.
NJ 8558 1285 Standingstones Wood A partially scooped
hut circle, oval, c5 x 4m internally and facing E.
NJ 8548 1281 Standingstones Wood A hut circle facing
SE, c5 x 4m internally. The original hut may have been
remodelled as it is in good condition, especially the NE wall
which appears almost straight and seems to display signs of
reconstruction.
NJ 8547 1283 Standingstones Wood A large cairn with a
12

depressed centre, c9 x 5m. It does not readily correspond to
either clearance or ceremonial cairns. The chance that the hut
circle (noted above) has been re-used raises the possibility
that this feature relates to activity during that period.
NJ 8545 1272 Standingstones Wood A light scatter of
clearance cairns runs along the contour above the hut circles
noted above. There is one obvious outlier at NJ 8563 1294.
NJ 8573 1184 Balgosie A very substantial and well
preserved partly scooped roundhouse with an internal
diameter of c16m. The entrance faces S and its E side is faced
with a single large monolith. The building’s position on a
slightly domed plateau with expansive views suggests that
it may have been an important local building, which may
have been associated with the earthwork and structure noted
below.
NJ 8578 1186 Balgosie Earthwork remains of a structure,
possibly sub-rectangular, measuring c8m in diameter
externally. Some perimeter stones may be upright and in situ.
NJ 8567 1182 – NJ 8574 1181 Balgosie A large lynchetted
earthwork which may be associated with the roundhouse
noted above.
NJ 8570 1187 Balgosie A rectangular building sitting
against the E side of an enclosure dyke depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map. Its narrow proportions, 12 x 3m suggests
its possible use as a sheepcote. There are probable further
remains of another, possibly earlier, structure on its E side.
If this is a sheepcote, it is more likely to be 17th/18th century
than 19th century and this suggests that the enclosure dyke
also relates to this period.
NJ 8573 1186 Balgosie The area is covered with clearance
cairns.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Pitdouries
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 8498 1252 A ruinous farmstead and enclosures which
appear to post-date the survey for the 1st Edition OS map but
are present on later editions. This site was surveyed in 2007.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Newhills
Wynford
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 84357 08931 A steading was recorded on 17 September
2010 prior to its conversion into a cafe and playbarn. Three
phases of building were recorded and the complex appeared
to date to the 19th century and later.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council and RCAHMS
Funder: George Hogg

Old Machar
Jesmond Drive, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 925 117 An evaluation was carried out 4–6 May 2010
on a 1.5ha site prior to the construction of houses. No
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council and RCAHMS
Funder: Barratt East Scotland
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Peterculter
Contlaw Mains, Milltimber, Aberdeen
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 84111 03382 A watching brief was carried out 14–16
September 2010 during the construction of a new track NE of
Contlaw Mains. A scheduled hut circle of Late Bronze Age or
Iron Age date is located in the field to the SW and the track
crossed close to this site. No archaeological finds or features
were identified during the soil strip for the new track.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council and RCAHMS
Funder: Kinch Enterprises (Farms)

North Eddieston, Aberdeen
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 7867 0296 A watching brief was carried out on 28 June 2010
during topsoil stripping for a new house. No archaeological
remains were identified and no finds recovered.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Andrew Robertson

Peterculter/Skene
Aberdeen Woods
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 8310 0495 – NJ 8296 0501 Westerord Very incomplete
dyke mainly composed of large boulders. The 1st Edition
OS map shows the area into which the dyke heads to be
unimproved land.
NJ 8315 055 – NJ 8312 0504 Westerord A hollow-way leading
N into the same area of unimproved land as the dyke noted
above. It heads S up the hill to the end of a ridge along which
a number of clearance cairns have been previously recorded.
NJ 8271 0479 – NJ 8295 0485 Westerord A possible
group of clearance cairns or the remains of something more
structural, such as an enclosure were recorded at NJ 8271
0479. The partial burial of the remains prevented a more
certain identification. Clearance remains stretch from NJ
8271 0479 along the ridge to NJ 8295 0485 where there is a
very distinct clearance cairn.
NJ 8288 0481 – NJ 8287 0485 Westerord An irregular linear
stone feature crosses the ridge. The vegetation and poor state of
survival makes its exact course and eventual destinations unclear.
NJ 8546 0400 Gairnhill Wood An irregular slightly
crescent-shaped platform, c10 x 3m.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Old Machar/New Machar
Parkhill Wood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 9068 1303 Bridgefield Possible end of the foundations

of a rectangular structure, c4.5m in diameter externally. The
southern end runs towards the present dyke and the structure
may have been robbed to build the dyke. It is c9m from the
end of the structure to the dyke face.
NJ 9032 1315 – NJ 9039 1322 – NJ 9045 1313 Bridgefield
A concentration of clearance cairns c4m–7m in diameter,
though most are of the smaller dimension.
NJ 9116 1379 – NJ 9120 1371 – NJ 9113 1363 – NJ 9108
1370 Bodachra A series of regular rectilinear fields. The NW
boundary is barely visible and most are badly denuded. The
area is shown as woodland on the 1st Edition OS map and
devoid of trees and fields on Roy’s map. The SE boundary
runs directly towards the end of a curvilinear dyke running
from the direction of The Neuk and the position of a hollow
indicative of a former trackway.
NJ 9068 1362 Harewood A scatter of stones might be related
to former dykes just visible in this area, or to a building.
NJ 9029 1354 – NJ 9038 1355 Todhill Wood A rig
system composed of substantial and well preserved rigs,
with a wavelength of c12m, runs across the slope. These
are interspersed with the remains of enclosure dykes. It is
suggested that the rigs may have been formed and the area
subsequently enclosed, perhaps as an area of meadowland.
This latter use might have occurred in the period between
Roy’s map (1740–50s) and the 1st Edition OS map of the 1860s.
The area of rigs is depicted as an enclosure of scrubland on
the 1st Edition OS map, surrounded by mature woodland.
The enclosure therefore appears to have been maintained for
agricultural use even after the rest of the area was planted as
woodland. Its position, far from any known dwellings, might
suggest that a farmstead existed somewhere in the locality or
that the agricultural grounds were at one time more extensive
than is apparent from either the 1st Edition OS map or Roy’s
depiction of the 1740s.
NJ 9027 1352 Todhill Wood A stony area which might be
either the remains of a dyke or a building and may be related
to the features noted above.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Peterculter/Drumoak
Peterculter Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 8205 0080 Newmill Hill An extensive series of rigs
aligned c250° with a wavelength of c10m.
NJ 8220 0020 Belskavie An extensive area of preimprovement remains.
a) A series of rigs aligned NE–SW in the hollow to the W of
Belskavie Tower, with a wavelength of c7–10m.
b) A headland and two further banks run perpendicular to
(a) at its SW end.
c) A jumble of boulders which appear to be structural
debris. The possible remains of further features exist on a
rocky ridge to the W.
d) E from (c) and cutting across the spur on which Belskavie
Tower sits are the remains of a stone dyke. These run SE and
then turn S to meet the present field dyke.
e) To the E of this boundary are the remains of further rigs.
The rigs respect the present field system to the S and have a
wavelength of 8–10m.
NJ 8225 0055 Ordhill An extensive area of rigs bounded
13
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to the S by two (disjointed?) boundary banks (see below).
The western series of rigs N of the bank has wavelengths of
5–10m. These rigs are on the same alignment as those noted
above (250°) and may be part of that system. The eastern
series of rigs are aligned with and may have extended as far
as the present field boundary. They run at 90° to the western
group and have a wavelength of 5–7m.
NJ 8221 0032 – NJ 8230 0045 – NJ 8241 0055 Ordhill The
boundary bank (see above) runs NE from a small field which
extends into the present woodland. The short western boundary
of this field appears to align with the bank, which runs to a
series of rocky outcrops prior to turning E and continuing to the
present woodland boundary. This matches the alignment of the
western group of rigs noted above and is parallel to the modern
boundary to its S. The SW section of the bank appears to have
a parallel bank c7m to the W and this bank appears to have
formed the track noted on the 2nd Edition OS map.
NJ 8250 0075 Ordhill A patch of rigs with a wavelength of
c9m extends into the wood from the present field to the S and
on a similar alignment to its western boundary. These may have
formed part of a larger field system associated with Ordhill,
though their relationship to the series of rigs noted above is
unclear at present.
NJ 8270 0085 Newmill An area of rigs roughly aligned on the
present boundary to the NW. The presence of vegetation and
windblown trees prevented an assessment of their full extent.
They appear to be bounded on the E by the boundaries noted
below.
NJ 8280 0090 Newmill A series of boundary banks appear
to define fields of rigged agriculture. The N boundaries appear
to respect the present field system associated with Newmill
Cottage and to reflect a time when its agricultural land was more
extensive. The banks sit against a smaller enclosure beneath a
steep bank to the S. The N–S boundary on the W side of this
area seems slightly out of place in the wider context.
NJ 7908 0360 Easterhill A small but well made stone building
c3.5 x 3.5m externally. A possible well, c1.5m deep is located in
a c3m wide depression c3m S of the building.
NJ 7895 0345 – NJ 7940 0360 – NJ 7920 0366 Easterhill A
cairn field extends N and E from a scheduled area.
NJ 7940 0345 Benthoull A very denuded boundary runs at
200° opposite the end of a previously recorded feature on the
N side of a modern track. It is clearly visible for c50m and may
extend to and terminate at a pair of clearance cairns at NJ 7935
0335.
NJ 7955 0340 Benthoull A light scatter of cairns may
represent a possible continuation of the cairn field on the N side
of a modern path (see above). They are absent from the steeper
slopes and are more common on the flatter parts.
NJ 7965 0335 Benthoull (NJ70SE 27) An area of rigs which
have a wavelength of c8m. The area is enclosed by straight
banks running N and S on its W and E sides and a slightly
curving bank on its N side.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

ABERDEENSHIRE
Alford
Greystone Road
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 5697 1618 A 7% evaluation and a targeted metal detector
survey were undertaken on this 14ha residential development
area 20 July 2009–30 July 2010. The site was considered of
14

interest due to its proximity to the Battle of Alford (1645). No
significant archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes

Alvah
Crow Wood, Banff
Evaluation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6727 6135 A 5% evaluation was carried out on 12 February
2009 in an area of mature woodland within a wider landscape
associated with Duff House. No archaeological features or finds
were recorded in the evaluation trenches.
Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Alan Bruce

Auchindoir and Kearn
Cairnmore Wind Farm
Watching brief
Victoria Clements and John Gooder – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 5037 2481 A watching brief was undertaken on 3 November
2009 during work associated with the construction of a wind
farm to the S of Cairn More Hillfort (NJ52SW 9). No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were encountered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Greenspan Energy

Hillforts of Strathdon: Phase 4 – Cairnmore
Evaluation
Murray Cook, Martin Cook and Jamie Humble – Rampart Scotland
NJ 5035 2494 The RCAHMS volume of Strathdon identified six
types of hillforts based on size and defensive systems. However,
none of the sites has been dated. The Hillforts of Strathdon
Project aims to recover dating evidence from one of each of the
six classes of hillfort.
The fourth and final season of the project in September 2010
examined Cairnmore, a circular stone enclosure. All the features
identified in the 10 trenches were excavated and recorded. The
excavations indicated that the site is enclosed by three ramparts,
the outer comprising a soil bank with a stone kerb, 1.3m wide
and 0.2m high and an associated ditch, at least 0.5m wide
and 0.22m deep. The ditch could not be traced beyond the SE
entrance, which at this point contained two possible wheel ruts
c1m apart.
The second rampart, which had been previously identified by
the RCAHMS, was recorded around the entire circuit of the hill
and enclosed a sub-oval area of c64m by 44m. The entrance was
at the SE, on a similar alignment to that in the outer rampart.
The terminal was rounded and up to 4.5m wide by 0.5m high.
A foundation cut associated with this terminal was linked with
charcoal, burnt bone, two pin mould fragments and a crucible
fragment. The rampart was of stone with a formal kerb and had
been robbed in places to build internal platforms. Fragments
of saddle quern rubbers were recorded in the content of this
rampart.
An inner rampart, which survived up to 1.6m wide and 0.3m
high (four courses), enclosed a smaller 50 x 40m area abutting
the middle rampart. No entrance was located but it is likely to lie
to the SE. The collapse from the inner rampart was associated
with a substantial amount of charcoal and it seems possible that
it had been destroyed by fire and then robbed to make internal
platforms. A series of cobbled surfaces were recorded in the
interior of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Greenspan Agency, the authors
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Banchory-Ternan
Banchory Woods
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 6658 9734 – NO 6619 9724 Glencommon Wood A
slightly curvilinear boundary. The W end of this appears to
be a continuation of a field boundary which approaches from
the S. A boundary approaching from the WNW appears to be
later in date.
NO 6656 9728 – NO 6652 9726 Glencommon Wood A
short length of denuded dyke that appears to run parallel to
the feature noted above.
NO 6584 9755, NO 6584 9770, NO 6617 9763 and NO
6605 9754 (defines area) Hamlyn’s Plantation Extensive
clearance remains, consisting of a number of quite large
clearance cairns and the possible remains of dykes, linking
the cairns, were recorded on the S side of the hill top.
NO 6641 9752 Hamlyn’s Plantation Small, square feature
with a hollow centre, measuring c3.5 x 3.5m externally. The
scattered hummocks recorded in this area may suggest the
continuation of the clearance cairns noted above in this area.
NO 6543 9771 Bogarn House The badly damaged remains
of a possible farmstead and enclosure dykes were recorded
just N of the present field boundary.
NO 6535 9779, NO 6532 9778, NO 6538 9764 and NO 6541
9767 (defines area) Bogarn House Extensive remains lie to
the W of a possible improvement period field. The remains
appeared to be too extensive for a single farmstead and they
may possibly mark the site of an earlier fermtoun. Some of
the debris may be attributed to field clearance but a great
deal consists of well defined wall lines. A single grouse butt
has been built amongst the ruins.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Hill of Banchory, Banchory
Evaluation
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 7187 9667 A 7% evaluation consisting of 19 trenches,
totalling 2690m2, was undertaken on 17–21 May 2010 prior
to a retail development on a c3.8ha greenfield site. No
significant archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tesco Stores Ltd

Banchory-Ternan/Durris
Durris Woods
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 7335 9188 Mulloch Substantial cairn composed of soil
and boulders. Noted by Jim Seaton.
NO 7338 9188 Mulloch A large roundhouse c16m in
diameter is located a few metres E of the cairn (noted above),
and it is possible that the two may be related. Noted by Jim
Seaton.
NO 7220 9120 Mulloch Two small hut circles both c5m
in diameter. Their very substantial stone build brings their
description as hut circles into question. They may be cairns

redesigned to provide vantage points for shooting. However,
the lack of other similar features and their large size, in
comparison to other local cairns, make this unlikely. It was
not clear if they were associated with the clearance cairns
and linear boundaries that surround them.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Banchory-Ternan/Strachan
Blackhall Forest 1
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 6757 9539 – NO 6812 9537 Mains of Blackhall This
stretch of dyke runs through a bog associated with a mill
dam. It is not the feature noted on the 1st Edition of the OS
map at NO 6812 9537. The full course of the feature could
not be ascertained due to the presence of dense forestry. It
may meet an enclosure noted on the 1st Edition OS map or
the boundary (noted below). The W end of the dyke was cut
by the feed filling the area behind the mill dam.
NO 6726 9554 – NO 6734 9555 – NO 6740 9550 Goauch
Wood A badly denuded dyke follows a slightly erratic
route, which might connect it to the dyke (noted above).
It is probably part of the pre-improved landscape. A large
depression at NO 6729 9547 might mark the site of a former
well.
NO 6757 9563 – NO 6755 9596 Mains of Blackhall A stone
dyke not depicted on the 1st Edition OS map may be related
to the pre-improvement landscape. It appears to follow a
slightly erratic course and to end at the S side of a bog used
as a water supply for a saw mill.
NO 6652 9570 – NO 6660 9569 Cat’s Craigs A short section
of curvilinear boundary. It appears to stop at an outcrop on
the W. It follows the contour, encloses a fairly steep gully and
then joins the western most point of the Cats Craig enclosure.
The feature is not depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
NO 6809 9482 – NO 6785 9476 Craigloch Wood A
substantial but heavily denuded dyke that is not depicted on
the 1st Edition OS map.
NO 6797 9575 – NO 6800 9577 Backstreet A short stretch
of curvilinear dyke was recorded to the N of a drainage
ditch. There is a possible small structure measuring c4 x 4m
externally near to its western end. They are not depicted on
OS maps and may relate to the feature noted below.
NO 6700 9579 – NO 6804 9581 Backstreet A short section
of curving boundary dyke which might relate to the features
noted above.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Banff
Paddocklaw, Banff
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6631 6180 A watching brief was carried out on 15 February
2010 during the installation of a slurry tank a short distance to
the N of known cropmarks (NJ66SE 104). No archaeological
features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Orden Farms Ltd
15
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Belhevie
Wardhead Croft
Standing building recording
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9620 2058 A standing building survey was carried out on
10 August 2010 of a modernised 19th-century croft house and
its modern extension prior to its demolition.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Steven Black

Cairnie
Blackhillock
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 5173 4388 A farmstead depicted on the 1st Edition OS
map was recorded in 2005. It consisted of a longhouse with
related enclosures. The building had a single entrance on its
E side.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Burnside
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4510 4318 The foundations of this small farmstead survive
beneath deep turf. The farmstead, which is shown on the 1st
but not the 2nd Edition OS map, was recorded in 2008.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Cairnie/Huntly
Bin Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4995 4088 – NJ 4982 4147 Newtown A public right of
way on the modern FC plan appears to follow the fermtoun
boundary of Dunbennan, as depicted on an 18th-century
estate plan. The boundary appears on the ground as a very
slight earthwork built from feal and stones, with an area of
greater structural integrity at NJ 4990 4105. The earthwork
appears to stop at the building and enclosure to its E (DES
2007, 13).
NJ 4998 4118 Newtown A pile of stones measuring c8 x 3m
which appeared to be too tidy for clearance remains. They
are similar to two stacks on the S side of Bin Forest (NJ 499
429) which were thought be ‘quarry stacks’ owing to their
proximity to the later quarry. There is no quarry in this area,
though there is abundant surface rock.
NJ 4917 4269 Pyotbush A two-celled building measuring c8
x 4m externally and aligned along the contour. It lies c50m E
of another building (DES 2007, 13) and there are the possible
remains of further buildings or a disturbed boundary line
between them. This structure appears more rectilinear and
possibly later than the one lying to the W.
NJ 4909 4260 Pyotbush A substantial pile of structural
remains approximately the right size, shape and position for
a small kiln. A possible clearance heap was recorded c10m to
the W of this structure.
NJ 4890 4275 – NJ 4900 4270 Drumdelgie Boundary
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feature running to meet an encircling boundary. It may be
associated with a parallel feature lying c18m away on its NE
side. A further similar feature runs from the FC boundary to
the encircling dyke to the SW of these banks.
NJ 5018 4567 Binhall Short stretch of boundary dyke
entering the wood and heading N around the contour before
it becomes buried beneath the modern track.
NJ 5078 4635 Drumhead Hollow-way winding to the top
of the ridge where it becomes obscured by vegetation. It
appears to be completely misaligned with the features on the
18th-century estate plans. It presumably predates the postmedieval period and may be prehistoric.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Chapel of Garioch
Auchencleith Farm
Cup-marked rock
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 760 260 Cup-marked rock with eight cups found amongst
field clearance just W of Auchencleith Farm. The rock is on
the western edge of the clearance. The site was recorded on
19 May 2010.
Backley Hill
Cup-marked rock
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 7152 2913 Flat rock surface beside a Bronze Age cairn
facing Bennachie has three cup marks plus two weather-worn
cups, c80mm wide by 20mm deep. This site was recorded on
24 April 2010.
Scottish Episcopal Palaces Project – Fetternear
Excavation, landscape survey and desk-based research
PZ Dransart and J Trigg – Scottish Episcopal Palaces Project
NJ 7233 1708 The 16th and final excavation season of a
project designed to investigate the role of bishops’ palaces in
medieval Scotland and their architectural development took
place 30 June–2 August 2010.
The summer palace of the bishops of Aberdeen at Fetternear
was largely surrounded by a moat. The removal of a baulk
across the moat close to its SE terminus provided further
evidence for posts and postholes belonging to structures
mentioned in DES 2007. Another section of the moat was
investigated on the E of the site. A 1.94m long wooden beam
was uncovered lying where the moat stepped down at its
outer edge. The moat was made narrower after the mid-14th
century by the construction of a masonry wall which runs
N–S on the inside of the moat (DES 2004). This wall seems
to have replaced a palisade, evidence for which was detected
in 2006 on the SW of the site (DES 2006).
The wall butts a clay-bonded masonry structure, the SE
and SW corners of which were excavated. This building
contains two chambers of unequal size, the smaller being
at the E end. Several complete quarries of medieval window
glass suggest that this building had lancet windows. It also
had a stone drain, bonded into the lowermost course of the
masonry on the downhill (outer) side of the structure. The
drain ran in an E–W direction. This building may have served
as the chapel or oratory of the bishop’s palace, adding to our
earlier interpretation (DES 2003).
W of this structure, the basal course of a length of walling
was encountered, running E–W. The wall was heavily
disturbed. Finds in the deposits overlying this feature
included medieval pottery, a slate disc or counter and a
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jeton. These finds, along with two styli from previous years’
excavations, suggest that this part of the site was where the
administration of the bishop’s estate took place. There were
also large amounts of animal bone.

Cluny
Castle Fraser
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 72309 12581 A watching brief was undertaken on 4
November 2010 during the excavation of two test pits.
The pits which were dug to locate a blocked drain in the
courtyard at Castle Fraser revealed one face of a clay bonded
stone wall, possibly the foundations of a structure shown on
the 1st Edition OS map of 1864.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Castle Fraser
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NJ 72276 12557 The NTS environs project aims to gain a
better understanding of the potential survival of historic
garden features and potential structural features to help
inform future management plans. A resistance survey was
undertaken, at 0.5 x 0.5m intervals over a c1ha area to the
E of Castle Fraser, to map potential garden features and
structural remains, in the area of the former privy garden
and the site of the potential chapel.
The survey undertaken 24–28 August 2010 failed to identify
any anomalies clearly associated with the former privy
garden or chapel. Although some weak trends were apparent
in the data, the results were dominated by responses from
earlier ridge and furrow cultivation. The results suggest that
the garden had been largely removed during landscaping.
A follow-up excavation was undertaken by Murray
Archaeological Services (see below).
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland
Planning the probable chapel at Fetternear

S of this feature a series of medieval layers was removed
down to natural peat. The earliest contained a high proportion
of slate fragments, on top of which were laid horizontal slates
which were identified by Prof Allan MacInnes as being from
Luss or Inchmarnoch, Bute.
The evidence from this season’s excavation complements
our findings from previous seasons when other areas
of activity within the palace were encountered. In 2005
and 2006, the kitchens of the 14th-century palace were
located at the SW corner of the site. A substantial wall
running E–W, robbed out in the 19th-century excavation
(DES 1996), continues under the present drive leading to
the ruined mansion. It may have formed part of the great
hall, and medieval pottery sherds, both imported and local
wares, along with the animal bones, provide evidence for
feasting. The finds from this season add substantially to this
interpretation. This area separates the service quarters from
the administrative area and the probable chapel. Last year an
entrance to the palace was discovered with the excavation of
the sole plate of a timber trestle bridge at the SE of the site
(DES 2009).
Finds associated with the post-medieval tower house and
the mansion were also recorded amongst rubble dumped in a
pit cut into the moat fill at the E of the site. Three chamfered
stones of granite were found. They are likely to date from the
late 16th century and to have come from a building which
formerly stood at 90° to the tower house or from the tower
house itself. A highly weathered finial carved from freestone
was also recovered from amongst the dumped rubble.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS (intended)

Castle Fraser
Excavation
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 72276 12557 An excavation was undertaken 30 August–6
September 2010 to assess the degree of survival of elements
of the 17th-century privy garden, which is shown on an
estate plan of 1788 extending E from the E wing of the
castle. Documentary evidence indicates that the garden
was systematically dismantled in 1796 when the present
walled garden was constructed. A geophysical survey
was undertaken by Rose Geophysical Consultants prior to
excavation (see above).
Both the geophysical survey and the excavation revealed
extensive rig and furrow which appeared to predate the
17th-century garden. The N boundary of the garden and its
orientation and layout were confirmed, but its dismantling
had been thorough and few structural details remained.
Traces of paths, beds and planting lines were located,
associated with 17th-century pottery and clay tobacco pipes.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR, RCAHMS and The National Trust for
Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Coull
Coull Home Farm
Standing building recording
Stuart Farrell
NJ 50963 01401 A standing building survey was carried out
in January 2010 on the steading and mill of Coull Home Farm
prior to their conversion into housing. The steading and
17
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Volunteers excavating within the 17th-century privy garden at Castle Fraser, Murray Archaeological Services Ltd

mill, which dated to the 1830s, had been heavily altered.
The steading had been converted into a cattle court in 1922
and continued in use as such until recently. The mill had
been converted into a saw mill and had also been heavily
altered leaving no trace of the early mill machinery. Few if
any original features were located during the survey, which
consisted of a photographic survey and the production of a
plan and elevations.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Stuart Shaw

Coull/Leochel-Cushnie
Cushnie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s
management strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest,
Aberdeen City. The following features were recorded
during fieldwork.
NJ 5287 1039 Wester Leochel The remains of a badly
disturbed clearance cairn or structure spread across c8m.
NJ 5301 1024 Wester Leochel Probable clearance cairn.
NJ 5370 0985 Wester Leochel A circular scoop measuring
c10m internally is possibly a hut circle. There remains the
possibility that it is a quarry; however, its regular embanked
sides suggest that it is a circular structure and other quarries
in this wood tend to be less regular, deeper and to have
definite and well-worn exit routes.
NJ 5376 0998 Wester Leochel A small clearance heap with
a spread of c4m located at the top of a steep scarp.
NJ 5374 1006 Wester Leochel A small quarry not depicted
on 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 5387 1003 Wester Leochel A modern track appears to cut
through a series of structures which are not depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map. An earlier track lies to the E of the modern
track. The debris therefore appears to relate to structures lying
to the W of the earlier track. The remains of at least one further
18

structure were recorded between the two tracks.
NJ 5426 1016 Wester Leochel A small quarry not depicted
on 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 5363 1017 Wester Leochel A small quarry not depicted
on 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 5361 0833 Norham An area of stone debris may be
the remains of clearance or a structure. However, there is
also evidence of extensive small scale quarrying on this NE
facing slope and this feature may have been produced by
that activity.
NJ 5344 0861 Norham A possible structure measures c4 x
2m internally. However, this feature may possibly have been
produced by a combination of local quarrying activity and
forestry ploughing.
NJ 5340 0869 Norham An area of debris appears to be the
truncated remains of a linear feature.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Crathie and Braemar
Deeside Woods
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 2226 9334 Knockan Footings of a small structure (c7
x 3.5m internally) lying between the modern track and the
FC boundary. Further remains to the E of the FC boundary
suggest this structure formed part of a pre-improvement
farmstead.
NO 2163 9252 – NO 2193 9266 Inver Linear bank
running c25m inland from the bank of the River Dee. The
bank is curvilinear and does not conform to conventional
improvement period construction methods. The bank would
have presumably prevented the Dee from flooding across the
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Durris

haugh. It stops at a modern cottage at a point where the
river bank becomes higher and the need for a defensive bank
decreases.
NO 2191 9266 Inver An apparently circular feature,
measuring c5m internally, has been used as a recent rubbish
tip. It has the appearance of a scooped hut circle and it is
possible that its entrance, which faces NE towards the
cottage (noted above) and is not on the usual orientation for
a roundhouse, may represent a recently created break. The
presence of two other features (see below) may also suggest
that the tip is on the site of an earlier feature.
NO 2190 9271 – NO 2193 9266 Inver The remains of a
demolished stone-built dyke running to the W of the present
cottage. It is not depicted on the 1st Edition OS map, which
shows this area as wooded. It seems to lead to and may be
associated with the linear feature (noted above), although it
appears to be later in date.
NO 2190 9268 Inver This small structure measures c3 x 3m
externally with a hollow middle. Its function is unknown;
however, it may have had some small-scale industrial use.

Burn of Day
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 8080 8720 A ruinous farmstead depicted on 1st Edition
OS map was recorded in 2008.

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Tomidhu, Crathes, Ballater
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
N0 2720 9500 A watching brief was undertaken on 5 May
2010 during groundworks associated with the construction
of a house. No significant archaeological features or artefacts
were recorded.

Cottonbrae
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 8200 8685 – NO 8250 8665 A ruinous farmstead and
enclosure standing on the edge of FC land was recorded
in 2008. It is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map as the
westernmost feature of a line of structures running along the
contour from the SE. A mill pond which appears to have been
associated with the farmstead can be seen as an earthwork.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: A Kales

Cruden
Salmon Station, Port Erroll, Cruden Bay
Standing building recording
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NK 0933 3581 The fishing bothy and ice-house at Port Erroll
are shown on the 1st Edition OS map of 1868 but may date
to the development of Cruden Bay by the Earl of Erroll from
c1830. They have been in use as a salmon fishing station
until the present day. The ice-house is a single-storey semisubterranean structure with stone walls and an arched roof
of handmade bricks. The bothy was originally L-shaped but a
wing had been added to form a U-shape. It has rubble stone
walls and a slate roof but has been largely rebuilt internally.
A wooden workshop and net store above the ice-house is
being demolished. This survey was carried out on 21 October
2010.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Stephen Brown Architect Ltd

Daviot
North Meadows Industrial Estate, Oldmeldrum
Evaluation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7800 2700 A 7% evaluation was carried out 23 February–2
March 2010 on a site at the N edge of the site of the Battle
of Barra in 1308. Although nothing was found that could be
related to the battle, the N end of the site yielded traces of
rig and furrow. The foundation for the 19th-century rail track
was exposed running E–W across the site.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Kingsfield Engineering Services

Hillhead
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 8066 9467 A farmstead and a number of ancillary
structures were recorded in 2008. The main house is stonebuilt and gable-ended, while some of the other buildings may
have been turf-built with stone foundations.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Fetteresso

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Cottonbrae
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 8193 8703 A ruinous farmstead and yard depicted on 1st
Edition OS map was recorded in 2008.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Jennys Bog
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 8108 8710 A ruinous farmstead and field system depicted
on the 1st Edition OS map was recorded in 2008. There is a
small enclosure/yard to the E of the farmstead and a track
survives on its W side as a very slight lynchet. The tracks
leaving the farmstead in SE and NW directions survive as
hollow-ways.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Fordoun
Drumtochty
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
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NO 6765 7691 – NO 6767 7677 Westmoston A meandering
bank which seems to stop at a still used track. It is not
depicted on the 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps.
NO 6819 7713 – NO 6814 7703 Westmoston A doubleditched boundary bank runs N and S. The southern section
becomes a hollow-way after c40m. The hollow-way turns
SW, crosses a modern track and appears to continue SW. It is
not depicted on early OS maps.
NO 7133 7886 Drumelzie A small sub-rectangular
enclosure, measuring c7 x 5m internally with a rather wide
entrance, is located on the side of the W bank that defines
a modern track. The prominence of the W boundary bank
in this area suggests it may have previously formed a land
boundary. The E track boundary is not as prominent. The
bank runs SE from the enclosure for c80m. The 1st Edition
OS map depicts another track heading SW from this location.
These features would define an area of well cleared land to
the NW and the enclosure might relate to this possible field.
NO 7164 7862 – NO 7133 7870 Drumelzie A deep drainlike feature runs in a straight line at 290° before curving,
at its W end, to meet the modern track. It then runs into a
modern drain at the side of the wood which feeds a small
mill pond at Templebank. It appears too extravagant to be
a modern forestry feature and it possibly helped drain the
sloping land to its NE for cultivation. However, by the time of
the 1st Edition OS map this area is shown as wooded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Drumtochty Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 6903 8010, NO 6911 8008 and NO 6909 8010 Castle
Hill (NO68SE 5) Two buildings shown on the 1st Edition OS
map have been recorded at the NGRs given above. Both were
built of stone and have been badly scarred by ploughing. One
piece of (?)early 19th-century china and one piece of creamglazed pot were found in a tree-throw beside the larger and
more substantial building.
NO 6927 8000, NO 6926 8007, NO 6935 8010 and NO 6940
8002 (defines area) Castle Hill An enclosure depicted on the
1st Edition OS map survives as well-defined earthen banks.
The enclosure may have formed a defended area associated
with the presumed tower house and earthworks adjoining it.
Further linear earthworks may be associated with this castle
complex or with later activity.
NO 6974 8041 – NO 6979 8034 Muir of Blackfaulds A very
substantial bank and ditch which is unlikely to be a simple
land boundary. It is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
NO 6979 8034 – NO 6974 8027 Muir of Blackfaulds This
bank and ditch might be an extension of the feature noted
above. It has been almost levelled and the substantial lynchet
that remains indicates its former size. It is not depicted on
the 1st Edition OS map, and it is suggested that it was levelled
prior to the 1860s.
NO 6974 8027 – NO 6971 8023 Muir of Blackfaulds Bank
and ditch forming an extension to the levelled feature noted
above, though of less robust construction. It is not depicted
on the 1st Edition OS map.
NO 6969 8022 – NO 6977 8024 Muir of Blackfaulds
Earthen bank running E–W.
NO 7002 8020 Muir of Blackfaulds A small area of four
very denuded rigs with a wavelength of c8m, running at
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c330°. The rigs appear to be enclosed by a bank to the E.
NO 7000 8034 Muir of Blackfaulds Substantial circular
embanked feature with an external diameter of c15m. Its
banks are c3m wide and up to 1.5m high. The present track
cuts through the feature and it is possible that it may have
been created during the formation of a turning area for this
track. However, the semi-circle to the S of the track seems too
well-defined to be simple debris. A very short arc survives
N of the track and to the E and N of the track possible
spoil heaps may represent debris from the destruction and
clearance of the E and W arcs of the feature.
NO 7197 8345 Shoolbraid The badly damaged remains of
a building depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR, Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Royal Deer Park, Kincardine
Evaluation
Derek Hall
N0 663 780 A single trench was opened 15–19 February
2010 across the line of the upstanding park bank and ditch
just above the Clatterin Brig. Evidence for a stone core to
the bank was located and the ditch proved to be shallow.
Samples were taken for palaeoenvironmental analysis.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Stirling

Excavation across park bank and ditch looking W, Royal Deer Park

Fraserburgh
Greenbank, Fraserburgh
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 97997 65421 Greenbank is a residential development of
57 homes on 6ha SW of Fraserburgh. By the time Cameron
Archaeology was appointed most of the topsoil had already
been stripped, most of the building platforms had been
created and building work had started. An evaluation was
carried out on a small area of in situ topsoil and the whole
site was walked. No archaeological remains were identified.
This work was undertaken on the 9 November 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Claymore Homes Ltd
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Fyvie
Fyvie Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NJ 76390 39306 The NTS environs project aims to gain a
better understanding of the potential survival of historic
garden features and potential structural features to help
inform future management plans. A resistance survey was
undertaken at 0.5 x 0.5m intervals over a c1.25ha area to the
S, E and W of the castle to map potential garden features and
structural remains in the area defined by the circuit of the
existing drive.
The resistance survey, undertaken 29 August–2 September
2010, was extremely successful and located numerous
anomalies. To the SW of the castle numerous linear responses
aligned N–S and E–W were detected. These consisted of
high and low resistance anomalies suggesting a series of
possible walls/paths and ditches/robber trenches/beds
that may indicate the remains of an earlier formal garden.
Anomalies suggestive of an earlier bowling green, shown
on an estate plan of 1822, have also been detected although
interpretation is cautious given subsequent construction and
landscaping. The Barras yard, which also appears on the
1822 estate plan, is clearly visible in the data. Its W and
S limits are very well defined and the generally uniform
nature of the responses in the yard suggests a general lack of
disturbance or deep topsoil. The survey results to the SE of
the castle were more confused. While numerous anomalies
were detected, including suggestions of possible structural
remains, the data suggests that there may have been more
extensive landscaping in this area. An excavation by Cameron
Archaeology (see below) confirmed many features suggested
by the resistance survey, including boundaries of the former
garden, the possible chapel and other structural remains.

surrounded this area, which latterly had a metalled surface.
Other features uncovered were a dry stone wall and the
base for a clamp kiln with associated daub. Finds included
a small number of sherds of prehistoric, medieval and postmedieval pottery, including Chinese porcelain and early postmedieval tin-glazed wares. Building materials included roof
slates, floor tiles and sandstone.
Archive: RCAHMS and The National Trust for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Fyvie Castle
Excavation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 76393 39277 Following a resistance survey by Rose
Geophysical Consultants, five trenches were excavated on the
lawn of Fyvie Castle, to assess the survival of archaeological
features in the immediate environs of the castle. This
excavation was undertaken in conjunction with the NTS on
20–28 September 2010.
Fyvie Castle dates to at least the early 13th century.
Alexander Seton (Lord Fyvie and 1st Earl of Dunfermline)
acquired the estate in 1596 and proceeded to transform Fyvie
Castle into an impressive Renaissance palace. Seton created
elaborate garden settings for his other great houses, and it is
probable that he did the same at Fyvie. Until now the only
evidence for Fyvie’s late 16th to early 17th-century gardens
has been an early 19th-century estate plan which shows the
location of the ‘old garden’ and an 18th-century sketch by
Charles Cordiner in which part of the garden wall can be
seen.
The excavation found traces of this perimeter wall and
evidence for long-term cultivation within the enclosed
area. The excavation also uncovered a cobbled floor, robber
trenches and demolition material which are probably the
remains of an external chapel only seen on the Cordiner
sketch. This chapel may have been built during the Seton
period. The edge of the ‘Barras Green’ enclosure, part of
which is still visible as an earthwork, was explored and a
narrow wall foundation found indicating that a wall had

Volunteers excavating the area of the cobbled floor and robber trenches, Fyvie Castle

Birkenburn
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4787 3567 A stone-built farmstead with mill and associated
mill pond was recorded in 2007. The hill slopes to the N
appear to have formed part of the farmstead’s arable fields.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Corrydown
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded in 2010, appear on the
1st Edition OS map and were kindly brought to my attention
by Tom Dunn.
NJ 4362 3290 A house, measuring c15 x 6m externally, with
a substantial cellar at its E end. The house is surrounded
by an enclosure. Slightly N of the house are a lade and the
apparent remains of a wheel pit.
NJ 4366 3293 A poorly preserved cottage, c11 x 3m
internally, forming part of the tounship of Corrydown.
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NJ 4370 3303 An extensive range of farm buildings probably
dating to the improvement period, but possibly on the site of
the pre-improvement fermtoun of Corrydown.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Corrydown
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4409 3313 A 19th-century stone cottage and garden
recorded in 2010 appears to be all that remain of a much
larger farm complex depicted on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS
maps.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Corskie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 5265 3256 A gable-ended slate and mortar-built cottage
was recorded in 2005. It measured c10 x 4.5m internally and
had a fireplace at its N end. The enclosures that surround
the cottage, depicted on the 1901 OS map, were obscured by
gorse cover. The size and construction of the building suggest
that it was built in the early 19th century and may have been
connected with the quarries on this side of the hill.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Gartly/Rhynie
Clashindarroch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4708 2968 – NJ 4720 2950 Old Merdrum A deep hollowway runs to the side of a curving enclosure dyke depicted on
an 18th-century estate plan. The dyke appears to define the
infields of Old Merdrum.
NJ 4764 2885 Milduan Two windblown trees have revealed
piles of stones which predate FC ploughing. They may form
part of a linear feature relating to one of the Milduan field
boundaries depicted on an 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 4703 3044 Mytice Clear felling of an area of haughland
has revealed an isolated clearance heap. It appears to
represent clearance in advance of cultivation of the rich
haughland.
NJ 4704 3052 – NJ 4697 3042 Mytice A narrow lynchet
winds down the side of the hill from the present track to an
area of rich haughland (see above).
NJ 4515 3295 – NJ 4600 3302 Water of Drumferg Marked
as a lade on the 1st Edition OS map, this is an example of
(?)17th- or early 18th-century irrigation. It is depicted, but
not identified on an 18th-century plan. However, additional
known examples, which are annotated as irrigation devices,
appear on other estate plans. This well preserved feature
stands as testimony to the quality and initiative of preimprovement farming.
NJ 4239 3285 – NJ 4247 3297 Corrydown Area of peat
cuttings presumably associated with the settlement of
Corrydown.
NJ 4322 3314 The Lumps This place name appears to refer
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to the areas of peat on this flat hill-top. A number of hollowways run into the wood from this area and were presumably
related to the exploitation of peat. The tracks appear to split
to provide access to discrete areas of peat.
NJ 4262 3320 The Lumps Substantial hollow-way
presumably used to access the areas of peat from Corrydown.
It runs E for c200m before turning S into an even more
substantial hollow-way, which appeared to be of quite
considerable age. This hollow-way may have linked with
a hollow-way to its SE (see below), though this was not
confirmed.
NJ 4311 3298 The Lumps A hollow-way running N from
this point was presumably constructed to allow access to
the areas of peat and possibly the grazing/meadowland in
this area, which marked the limit of the 19th-century fields
of Corrydown.
NJ 4289 3269 Corrydown A major hollow-way crosses the
track in a NW–SE direction. It is depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map and was presumably used to access the higher peat
resources. Prior to this it may have given access to grazing/
meadowland outside of the 19th-century fields. The track
follows a more erratic course than the 19th-century field
boundaries and may predate them.
NJ 4520 3433 – NJ 4550 3410 Corrylair A lade in a slightly
different location to the one shown on the 1st Edition OS map
and probably predates it. It seems to run to a possible overshot
mill sited above the dams (noted below). The E end has been
damaged but the W end is clearly marked. There is an early
16th-century charter reference to a mill at this fermtoun.
NJ 4550 3410 Corrylair A series of water management
features run from NJ 4550 3410 to a U turn in the road. A
possible back-drain may have been used to create a watermeadow contained by banks. A series of mill dams were
recorded below the water-meadow. A possible channel for
the provision of an overshot mill was recorded at the lowest
dam, next to a bridge. None of these features is depicted on
the 1st Edition OS map and the estate plans for this area are
of poor quality. Intriguingly there is an apparent reference
to a mill and (?)fish ponds in the Register of the Great Seal
for 1511.
NJ 4535 3424 – NJ 4603 3427 Corrylair A mill lade as
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map feeding Corrylair. It
possibly superseded the lade and water management features
noted above.
NJ 4480 3594 – NJ 4510 3602 The Reesk Hollow-way and
fording points. A trackway depicted on the 1st Edition OS map
runs along the scarp above Corshalloch from Bailliesward.
An upper ford, suitable for wheeled transport appears to be
the one depicted on the OS map. A lower one (noted here)
following the course of the hollow-way was not suitable for
wheeled transport and presumably predated the 19th-century
track. The depth of the tracks attest to a long period of use.
NJ 4480 3594 The Reesk A probable cairn c10m in diameter.
NJ 4573 3468 – NJ 4530 3490 Ern’s Criv This hollow-way
is depicted as running from Tillathrowie on an 18th-century
estate plan. It is not depicted on the 1st Edition OS map
and must have been neglected by that time. The W end of
this track joins another hollow-way (noted below) which is
depicted on both the plan and OS map.
NJ 4575 3484 – NJ 4430 3496 Ern’s Criv A substantial
hollow-way that appears to have linked Tillathrowie with
upland resources.
NJ 4569 3429 Craigen Hill Turf-built grouse butt with two
others recorded at NJ 4562 3437 and NJ 4557 3438.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Clashindarroch Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4600 3092 Cransmill A c6 x 6m concentration of stones
including small pieces of limestone in an area predominantly
composed of peat. There are 18th-century references to fields
in this area being limed.
NJ 4605 3090 Cransmill A presumably pre-improvement
period dyke runs from the modern forestry track down to
the burn.
NJ 4603 3085 Cransmill A short section of dyke running to
the SW of the lade fed by the mill dam. It might belong to the
same period as the dam.
NJ 4370 3288 – NJ 4338 3271 Corrydown A well preserved
section of relict trackway as depicted on an 18th-century
estate plan. Another trackway, running from the direction of
a ruined farmstead joins the main one at NJ 4361 3282.
NJ 4545 3158 – NJ 4560 3057 Finglenny A surviving lade is
depicted as a ‘water draught’ on an estate plan of 1776. The
fields through which it runs are noted as being in ‘command
of water’ and this suggests the lade may have been used to
irrigate and perhaps manure the enclosed fields in the preimprovement period. Other water draughts are depicted on
the plan. A parallel lade lying below and to the E of this one
appears to have been destroyed and its course blocked by an
improvement period dry stone dyke at NJ 4555 3126. Two flat
slabs which may have been associated with this lade were
recorded at NJ 4561 3112.
NJ 4543 3182 Finglenny A short section of ‘water draught’
as depicted on an 18th-century estate plan and may have been
used to irrigate/fertilise the fields of Finglenny/Brockholes. A
similar feature was noted nearby for feeding land at Craigwater.
NJ 4431 3209 Hill of Finglenny Turf-built grouse butt with
a probable second damaged one c50m to the SW.
NJ 4311 3114 Craigwater A small enclosure located between
a steep scarp and the burn. The bank, which defines the
enclosed area beneath the scarp, appears to be composed of
stone and soil. There appears to be an original, narrow gap
between the bank and the scarp at the SE end. The feature
probably relates to the shielings noted below.
NJ 4322 3122 Craigwater Three huts sit on a promontory
on the N side of the Craigwater. Hut A measures c7 x 4m, B
is c6 x 3.5m and C is c6 x 4m. All measurements are external.
A denuded bank appears to define a small yard at the W
end. The huts are not shown on the 18th-century estate plan,
though the W boundary of the farms of Old and New Forest
are shown on the E side of the site. The huts were located on
the common grazing grounds of the surrounding fermtouns.
NJ 4192 3122 – NJ 4209 3103 – NJ 4214 3088 Craigwater
This shallow ditch of indeterminate, possibly modern, date
appears to form a boundary in an area of previously open
moorland.
NJ 4266 3107 Craigwater – A short section of lade. It has
been cut by a modern track at its W end and appears to
empty into a gully at its E end.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Garvock
Tullo Wind Farm
Post-excavation analysis
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd

NO 7550 7175 (centred on) A watching brief carried out
September–October 2009 identified a cluster of five pits
during soil stripping at the location of one of the turbines.
The pits were situated on a natural south-facing terrace
c400m to the S of the Cairn-o-Shiels (SAM 5315). The
material recovered from the pits consisted of quartz and
flint flakes, a flint core, a small assemblage of prehistoric
pottery, and plant macrofossils of alder, birch, hazel and oak.
Radiocarbon dates obtained from charred hazelnut shell and
birch charcoal indicated a date of c4700 BC and this, with
the typology of the pottery, provides fairly secure evidence
that the pits are Neolithic in date. Although pits of this
nature are a common feature of the Neolithic period, finds of
Neolithic pottery in this part of Scotland are rare, making this
a particularly significant discovery.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Eneco UK

Glass
Cairnborrow
Watching brief
John Gooder – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 4498 4228 A watching brief was undertaken on 30 January
2010, during the excavation of five anchor trenches associated
with the construction of an anemometer mast, near Glenshee
cairn (NJ44SW 4). No significant archaeological features or
artefacts were encountered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Coast Energy Ltd

Glenbervie
Badieclay
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 7695 8806 A building measuring 20 x 3m internally
with a possible outshot on its N side. An associated banked
enclosure to its S contains rig and furrow with a wavelength
of c10m.
This structure, recorded in 2008 is not the structure noted
as a sheepfold on the OS map of 1868.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Hobseat
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 7555 8755 An enclosed farmstead depicted on the OS
map of 1868 was recorded in 2007. The enclosure dyke
suggests activity during the 18th century. Broken roof tiles,
slight banks and pottery survive from the 19th-century
buildings.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Stonehouse
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 7729 8801 Two 19th-century stone-built houses with
enclosures, as depicted on the OS map of 1868, were recorded
in 2007.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 7434 8760 A stone-built farmstead with byre and
enclosure was recorded in 2007. It is depicted on the OS map
of 1868, but was probably a ruin by that date.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Glenmuick, Tullich and Glengairn
Aucholzie
Survey
KC Cooper
NO 3450 9050 The remains of a lime kiln are located on the
edge of a birch wood SE of Aucholzie Farm. They are set into
a slight earthen bank and overgrown with vegetation. The
kiln is shown on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps but not on
an estate map of 1808.
Aucholzie
Survey
KC Cooper
NO 3447 9045 The low footings of a stone structure are
located in a birch wood SE of Aucholzie Farm. They are
oblong, 8 x 5m with rounded corners. They seem too large to
be a house and may possibly represent a barn or sheepfold.
Aucholzie, Glen Muick, Ballater
Survey
KC Cooper and O Cooper
NO 3435 9070 This site is shown on the 1801 estate map
as Mains of Aucholzie with eight buildings, a garden and
enclosures/fields. The OS maps show the enclosures/fields
as substantially unchanged but with six new buildings
on different alignments and an approach road. A recent
preliminary survey showed that the majority of the buildings
and enclosures of the earlier phase existed (as footings)
alongside the later, some of which were ruinous although the
later house was intact and occupied.
Cambus O’May
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 4011 9847 A quarry complex, depicted on the 2nd Edition
OS map and consisting of enclosures, building platforms and
other earthworks, was recorded in 2007.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Ganderg
Survey
KC Cooper, A Cooper and S Farrell
NO 343 901 This site in Glen Muick is recorded on the 1st
Edition OS map as a sheepfold with one roofed building
and one unroofed building with a contiguous trapezoidal
enclosure. The roofed building is not shown on the 2nd Edition
OS map. An estate map of 1808 shows six buildings and three
enclosures and names the site as the settlement of Ganderg.
A recent preliminary survey found the double skin squarecornered footings of a substantial double-cell building at the
location of the sheepfold and enclosure. There was also a
reasonably intact corn drying kiln barn at the site of the roofed
building shown on the 1st Edition OS map. Underlying these
were the remains of several earlier buildings and enclosures
and these seem likely to have been Ganderg. There was also
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evidence for the diversion of the Allt Cholzie and Glen Muick
road sometime after the 2nd Edition OS map of 1900.
Mill of Aucholzie
Survey
KC Cooper, A Cooper and S Farrell
NO 3500 9230 An 1808 estate map shows seven buildings
(one named as Craig Molachty) and a yard. The 1st Edition
OS map shows four buildings (one unroofed), a mill dam
with part of a lade, and an enclosure. The estate map also
shows a mill (possibly unroofed) c70m WNW of the main
complex, beside a minor channel of the Water of Muick and
an enclosure named Mill Croft. The 1st Edition OS map shows
it as a roofed corn mill with no enclosure.
A recent preliminary survey found the following remains at
the main complex:
• a dried-up mill dam with 2/3 lades leading to the mill,
• a mill with wheel pit, ruinous with walls standing to
2.4m; seems to post-date 1808,
• a corn drying kiln barn,
• at least four ruinous buildings displaying several possible
phases of building,
• an enclosure,
• the location of a corn stack.
The following remains were recorded at the secondary site:
• a substantial building, ruinous but with walls of squared
granite standing to 3.5m, which seemed to have been rebuilt since 1808,
• a large corn drying kiln inserted into the building.
Tomnakeist
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 3995 9816 Watermill and associated enclosures, as
depicted on the 2nd edition OS map, recorded in 2007.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Huntly
Bailiesward
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4703 3747 A cottage, c6 x 3m internally, with a 2 x 3m
extension at its N end was recorded in 2006. The walls appear
to have stood to c1m high and were presumably partly turf
built. The ends of the building appear to have had gables
and there is a single doorway on the E side. The building is
shown on the OS map of 1874 and probably dates to the late
18th or early 19th century.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Clashindarroch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4762 3974 A small cottage and enclosure surviving as
footings and located just outside FC ground was recorded in
2010. The site is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Craigentrindy
Historic landscape survey
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Colin Shepherd
NJ 4736 3756 The footings of a cottage with enclosure, shown
on the OS map of 1874, standing in pasture on the edge of
woodland, were recorded in 2006.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Saughs
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4740 3728 A 19th-century farmstead and the remains
of two earlier cottages were recorded in 2006. The three
buildings and an enclosure are shown on the OS map of
1874. The first cottage measured c4 x 8m with an extension
on the N end. The second cottage measured c15 x 3m and
was composed of three roughly equal sized cells.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Inverurie
Locomotive Works, Harlaw Road, Inverurie
Standing building recording
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7729 2208 A standing building survey was undertaken
9–11 December 2009 of buildings on the Inverurie Locomotive
Works prior to their conversion. The works were built between
1898 and 1905 for the Great North of Scotland Railway and
were closed in 1969, though they were used for a variety of
industrial purposes after that date. The former Carriage and
Wagon Shop is 110m long x 55.5m wide with a saw-tooth
profile roof of glass and slate supported by a framework of
steel on freestanding steel columns. The external walls are
granite. Traces of rails, cranes and inspection pits remained.
The former Smithy, Furnace and Foundry Shop is 81m long
x 31m wide with two parallel aisles, each with steel spans,
supporting the roof. Traces of rails, crane tracks and forge
chimneys survived. A workshop and the manager’s office
were also recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Malcolm Allan Housebuilders Ltd

Westgate Development, Final Phase, Inverurie
Evaluation
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7560 2180 Evaluation of the final area of this housing
development on 8–9 June 2010 revealed two truncated pits
which yielded Neolithic pottery, including part of a shortnecked bi-partite bowl. Charred hazelnuts with shell and
charred cereal grains (mainly naked barley and emmer wheat)
were recovered from samples from the pits. Two samples
were radiocarbon dated and produced dates of 3630–3360
BC at 95.4% probability (SUERC-31286) and 3630–3370BC at
95.4% probability (SUERC-31287). An abraded sherd from a
medieval jug is interesting in the context of the identification
of a possible manor site at NJ 7555 2198.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Malcolm Allan Housebuilders Ltd

Kemnay
Hillhead, Leschangie
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7440 1550 A watching brief was carried out 8–12 October

2010 during the groundworks for a new storage shed, stables
and menage at Hillhead Croft. The site is a short distance NE
of Wheaton (NJ71NW 2) where, according to 19th-century
accounts, a series of small mounds and an inverted urn with
bones were located. No archaeological features or finds were
recorded.
Reports lodged with Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Owen

Rochead
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 7400 1825 Two buildings depicted on the 1st Edition OS
map of 1869 appear to sit in a pre-improvement pattern
of denuded enclosure dykes. Building 1, the W building,
appears earlier than the E building, which abuts the present
boundary dyke. Building 1 measures c5 x 3m internally and
has an attached 7 x 6m sub-rectangular enclosure. Building 2
measures c9 x 3m internally. Recorded in 2007.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Kintore
Broom Lodge, Mill Road, Inverurie
Excavation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7782 1954 During an evaluation in 2007 several small
features with charcoal rich fills were radiocarbon dated to the
Mesolithic. As a result a small area excavation of 20 x 20m
was undertaken 26–28 July 2010 prior to development. This
revealed two more plough truncated pits, one containing two
sherds of Bronze Age pottery, the other containing a single,
possibly Bronze Age, flint. An unstratified flint from an
engineer’s test pit is of probable Neolithic type. Although the
paucity of surviving features was disappointing, the range of
dates emphasises the longevity of prehistoric activity on the
site which lies beside the henge at Broomend of Crichie.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Veitchi Homes Ltd

International Paper (UK) Ltd, Inverurie
Evaluation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7790 1870 (centred on) An evaluation was carried out
25–26 October 2010 prior to development. The work recorded
the survival of plough truncated prehistoric features, with
associated pottery and flints, on gravel ridges to either side
of a palaeochannel overlooking the W bank of the River Don,
less than a mile S of the henge at Broomend of Crichie.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Kilbride Group

Midmill South East Industrial Estate
Evaluation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 79668 14576 An evaluation of the third phase of an
industrial development revealed two isolated hearth pits
and a small area of ard marks of prehistoric date at the N
end of the site. Survival was very limited and no further
intervention was undertaken in this area. At the centre of the
site a more extensive concentration of prehistoric artefacts
and a possible occupation surface led to full excavation. The
occupation deposit was c10.8 x 4.5m and 50–70mm deep.
178 artefacts (pottery and lithic) of probable Bronze Age
date were found in the deposit. A medieval or post-medieval
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A BER D EENSHIRE

furrow of rig and furrow cultivation cut through the horizon.
This work was carried out 16 November–4 December 2009.

with the dates and initials of SAG 1749 and SAHG 1899 (Sir
Archibald Grant and Sir Archibald H Grant).

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Malcolm Allan Housebuilders Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kirkwood Homes

Lumphanan

Pitfichie Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6621 1859 Slack Burn A lade, well preserved in parts,
runs from NJ 6669 1865 to the site of the presumed mill at
NJ 6621 1859. There appears to be the indistinct outline of a
structure at this location.
NJ 6540 1973 Overton Wood The disturbed remains of a
possible small pen/structure measuring c7 x 4m externally is
located on the E side of a linear boundary (DES 2007, 15). It
is possibly a small byre or sheepcote.

Blelack Moss
Historical landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 5588 0578 A cottage with a rectangular enclosure and
steading as depicted on the 1st Edition OS map. This site was
recorded in 2008.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Methlick
Bellmuir, Methlick
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8753 3607 – NJ 8830 3613 A watching brief was carried out
19–23 August 2010 during the replacement of three electricity
poles at Belmuir on the N side of the Ythan River. The work
was in a concentrated area of prehistoric occupation but no
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Power Distribution

Monymusk
Gloie’s Farm and Kirkton of Monymusk Mill
Evaluation and standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

New Deer
Fedderate Castle
Geophysical survey
P Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NJ 89688 49843 The Old Statistical Account of Scotland
describes Fedderate Castle as being defended partly by
a marsh and partly by a moat. Access was by means of a
causeway leading to a drawbridge. The moat and causeway
have now completely disappeared and a geophysical survey
was carried out on 30–31 October 2010 to try and locate them.
Magnetics was ineffective as the bedrock, probably at
shallow depth, is the highly magnetic Maude gabbro.
Resistivity revealed a variety of linear features; some appear
man-made, others were probably geological in origin. The
most likely position for a causeway would appear to be
on the NW side where a number of linear high resistance
anomalies lead away from the castle. The most likely low
resistance ‘moat’ anomaly is seen c20m to the NE of the
castle. Given the slope on which the castle stands, any moat
at this position would have to be very deep to hold water and
it may be that the true moat was actually very close to the
castle walls, where it would now be covered by rubble from
the collapsed structure.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR (intended)
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service

Old Deer
The millwheel at Kirkton of Monymusk Mill

NJ 68127 15070 An evaluation was carried out 16 August–6
October 2010 on 1.5ha, previously part of Monymusk Estate,
to be developed for housing. Extensive rig and furrow
cultivation marks were seen over the area. In the SE of the
area postholes were recorded, which proved to be part of
the 19th-century farmyard boundary. A standing building
survey of Kirkton of Monymusk Mill and Gloie’s Farm was
undertaken. The mill was originally built in the mid-18th
century and was extensively altered and added to in the late
19th century when the current millwheel was added. Gloie’s
Farm was originally built in the 18th century as a lint mill and
then added to and converted to a mill in the late 19th century.
The gablet above the original E entrance shows inscriptions
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Little Kirkhill, Maud
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9406 4527 A watching brief was carried out on 3 August
2010, on the footprint for a wind turbine and an associated
track at Little Kirkhill Farm. In 1864 leaf-shaped arrowheads
and flint chippings of probable Neolithic date were found
close to this site (NJ94NW 19). No archaeological features or
finds were evident.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Tom Catto

Old Deer Parish Church/The Glebe, Old Deer
Geophysical survey
Olivia Lelong and Christine Rennie – GUARD
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NJ 97901 47675 A geophysical survey was carried out at Old
Deer Parish Church and the Glebe, on four days between 8
June and 24 July 2010. The GPR and gradiometry surveys
of the interior of the Old Kirk covered 66.5 m², while the
GPR survey of the kirkyard and pavement covered 27,855m².
The gradiometry survey of the Glebe recreation ground
covered 2400m². A previously unrecorded grave and a linear
anomaly that may relate to the Old Deer monastic settlement
were located in the chancel of the Old Kirk, and a further
unmarked grave was found in the Russell mausoleum. No
archaeological features were recorded during the survey of
the Glebe.
Funder: The Book of Deer Project

Oyne
Bennachie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6646 2444 – NJ 6634 2410 – NJ 6673 2394 – NJ 6683
2396 Gill Burn This dyke is partly recorded on the 1st Edition
OS map but not on subsequent editions. The absence of part
of the feature from the 1st Edition suggests that it may have
fallen out of use by that time. The alignment of the dyke is
not compatible with the improvement period field systems to
the N. Therefore, although it is quite straight and regular in
terms of its construction, its date may be somewhat earlier
than is suggested by its form.
NJ 6645 2405 Gill Burn A small stone-built structure,
measuring c2 x 1m internally, located on the line of the dyke
(noted above). It appears to be positioned to make use of the
drain which breaks through the dyke at this point.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

SE of the direction sign on Oxen Craigs peak, on 3 June 2010.
Oxen Craig Peak 2
Cup-marked rock
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 6628 2257 A cup-marked rock with five cup marks, three
in good condition, two weathered, was recorded on 3 June
2010. This site is just a few metres S from Oxen Craig Peak 1.
Socket Stone Rock on Oxen Craig
Cup-marked rock
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 6629 2259 On the same rock as the socket there are at
least 12 twelve badly weathered cup marks of various sizes.
This site was recorded on 3 June 2010.

Peterhead
26–32 Harbour Street and 2–12 James Street, Peterhead
Standing building recording
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NK 13645 46028 A photographic record was made of 26–32
Harbour Street and 2–12 James Street between 1 April–28
June 2010 in advance of their proposed conversion to flats. It
was not possible to accurately and fully record these buildings
as they were in very poor condition, with 2–12 James Street a
burnt-out shell. Large areas including almost all the Harbour
Street ground floor were inaccessible. Boarded windows and
low light levels made photography inside difficult. Further
recording has been recommended when conditions allow.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Fulmor Ltd

Pitsligo
Pitsligo Castle, Rosehearty
Excavation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd

Between Oxen Craig and Little Oxen Craig
Cup-marked rock
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 6630 2266 A cup-marked rock with 1 cup, c100mm wide
by 40mm deep, was found on a rock near the path from Little
Oxen Craig to Oxen Craig on 3 June 2010.
Oxen Craig Peak 1
Cup-marked rock
Alexander Jarvie

A test pit at Pitsligo Castle

A cup-marked rock, Oxen Craig Peak

NJ 6628 2258 A cup-marked rock with 12, possibly more,
different sized cups was found on a rock, just a few metres

NJ 93732 66942 Prior to restoration work on the N range of
Pitsligo Castle test pits were dug, on 13–14 April 2010, to
examine the foundations. Four pits on the N side of the N
range N wall showed that the wall had been built on boulder
clay and bedrock at between 100 and 180mm below the
present surface. A test pit inside the courtyard, by the S face
of the S wall of the N range, revealed a stone drain running
along the wall below a series of capstones. At least one of the
capstones extended below the wall, suggesting that the drain
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was built before the wall, but possibly as part of the same
episode of building, to stop water flowing from the courtyard
into the guest chambers of the N range. The drain had been
re-lined with clay pipes in the 19th/20th century.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Pitsligo Castle Trust

Skene
Broadshade Pipeline Diversion, Westhill
Post-excavation
Ian Suddaby and Donald Wilson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 81705 07807 (Site 4) and NJ 81963 07883 (Site 5) A
watching brief was carried out 21–31 July 2009 during
topsoil stripping for a pipeline diversion near Westhill. Two
isolated pits (Sites 4 and 5) were subject to a programme of
post-excavation analysis. A small quantity of undiagnostic
prehistoric pottery was recovered from the pit at Site 4. Both
pits contained hazel charcoal, with oak also recovered from
Site 4. Radiocarbon dates from charred hazel recovered from
the pit fills indicate an Early Neolithic date of 3940–3660 cal
BC at 2σ (SUERC 26932 and 26933) for the pit at Site 4, and
a Bronze Age date of 2140–1940 cal BC at 2σ (SUERC 26935)
for the pit at Site 5.

stratified shell deposits in the upper portion of the eroding
section. This upper midden lay on top of a significant sand
dune (up to c1.3m deep), which had formed above a series
of earlier more discrete shell deposits. Various pits were
found dug into the sand dune, one of which, an intact fire
pit, consisted of a layer of fire-cracked stones on top of a
charcoal deposit. This has been interpreted as a steaming
pit used to open the mussels for consumption, as found in
many ethnographic contexts. There were few finds apart
from a net sinker in the lowest level and one or two lithic
pieces, including one in the fire pit. Six radiocarbon dates
were obtained from the lowest levels to the upper parts of
the upper midden deposits. The basal charcoal-rich layer
dated to 325–555 cal AD with all the layers above this
forming rapidly in the period of 715–985 cal AD. Samples
of shells, sediment micromorphology samples and pollen
samples were taken from Midden C.

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR (intended). Reports:
Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: RSK Environment Ltd per Scotland Gas Networks

Broadshade Residential Development, Westhill
Standing building recording
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 81430 07765 (N end) and NJ 81381 07448 (S end) The
structural recording of a dry stone dyke with associated
troughs and culverted water supply was carried out 22–29
March 2010, prior to residential development. The dyke was
built above a stone-built water culvert which supplied water
to a mill at Broadshade Farm. This culvert was probably built
by Peter Jamieson between 1878 and 1887 and was part of a
system which ran farther S to Kilnhillock and Leddach House.
An unusual feature of the system was the incorporation of
four cattle water troughs into the dyke, all supplied by the
culvert. Three inspection points and a well were also built
into the dyke, using the same water source.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Malcolm Allan Housebuilders Ltd and Stewart Milne Group

Slains
Sands of Forvie
Excavation
G Noble, K Milek and E Philip – University of Aberdeen
NK 007 257 and NK 008 261 Two short pilot seasons of
fieldwork were carried out on the shell middens and
surrounding soils of the Sands of Forvie on 5–10 April and
11–15 October 2010. The middens in the Ythan estuary have
been known of since at least the 19th century and three large
middens were identified in 2005, during survey work led by
Graeme Warren (Warren 2005, 65–6). The April fieldwork
concentrated on the most threatened of these, Midden C, a
large eroding face of mussel midden, located near the present
shoreline limit.
Excavations at C showed that the midden sequence
consisted of 2.9m of deposits, extending for over 35m in
length. This sequence was established through two main
columns excavated to the lowest deposits. The most visible
and obvious part of the midden was a c0.6m band of
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Figure 1. Test pit at Midden A showing two major shell midden layers and a
series of intercutting pits dug into the sand dune deposits below

Further assessment work was carried out on Middens A
and B in October 2010. Midden A is a low roughly circular
mound, c20m in diameter, located on the main raised beach
(MPGT). Within three test pits located on the western face
of the midden, two major shell midden layers were found
slumping down the raised beach. The midden layers, like
those at Midden C, were located on top of a major sand
blow event, suggesting that this midden is also likely to be
of later date, probably in the 1st millennium AD. The only
finds were intrusive pieces of Victorian glass. The midden
composition was identical to that of Midden C and pits were
also found cut into the lower sand dune layers (Figure 1).
Midden B is an irregularly shaped mound, roughly
horseshoe in plan, with a depression at its centre. It is c35m
long NW–SE and c10–15m wide NE–SW, with the SW portion
of the mound eroding down the MPGT raised shoreline. This
midden, like the other two middens was mainly made up of
mussel shell with a small percentage of periwinkle and the
occasional cockle. Five test pits were excavated, three on the
E part of the horseshoe and two near the shoreline edge on
the W part of the midden. The midden was much shallower
than A or C, reaching only 0.3m. A maximum of three shell
bearing layers were recorded in each test pit. The shell midden
layers generally slumped away from the central depression of
the horseshoe, which may have been a boggy hollow with a
high water table or spring source in the past. In the NE test
pit fragments of antler were found at the base of the midden.
Fire pits were found dug into the underlying sand layers.
One test pit towards the SW limits of the site found midden
layers of an unusual character. Here, although dominated by
mussel, there was a much higher percentage of cockle and
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periwinkle shells and the upper layers also contained animal
and fish bone. An iron rivet or nail was also found in this part
of the midden, suggesting that this zone may date to the 1st
millennium AD or later. While no direct dating evidence is
yet available for Middens A and B their similar character and
in the case of A construction, on a major sand blow event,
suggests a later date for these middens and they may be found
to be contemporary with Midden C. The shells, animal and
fish bone from Midden B are currently undergoing analysis.
A series of five soil test pits was excavated in an area
c200m NE of Midden A (NK 008 261), to investigate the soils
and land use of the surrounding area before, during and
after the formation of the middens. This area contains the
remains of rig and furrow and a field boundary, in the form
of a low linear earthwork on three sides of an irregularlyshaped quadrilateral field. Three test pits were excavated
outside of the field, a few metres E of its SE corner: one on
top of a rig (Test Pit 1), one at the bottom of a furrow (Test
Pit 2), and one on the S edge of a sand dune (Test Pit 3).
The field boundary was sectioned on its S side, just a few
metres from its SE corner, and a test pit was excavated to
investigate the soils buried below it (Test Pit 4). Finally, a
test pit was placed on a low rig within the field that was
surrounded by the field boundary (Test Pit 5).

the 1st millennium AD. This windblown sand deposit was
subsequently buried in the medieval or post-medieval
period by the field boundary, which was constructed of
sandy turf and large stones (Test Pit 4). Within the field
enclosed by the boundary wall, the windblown sand deposit
was completely reworked into an overlying plough soil
and there was a very sharp, horizontal contact boundary
between this Ap horizon and the underlying, pre-sand
dune, prehistoric plough soil. Outside of the field boundary,
the windblown sand deposit was truncated by the furrow
observed in Test Pit 2, and was redeposited on top of the
adjacent rig (Test Pit 1). Bulk samples for organic and
chemical analyses were taken from each soil horizon in the
test pits, soil micromorphology samples were taken from
Test Pits 3 and 5, and charcoal samples were taken from the
buried Ap horizon. Bulk soil analyses are currently being
conducted and funds are being sought for further analyses.
The department is also working on proposals to develop
work here into a larger multi-period landscape project.
Warren, G. 2005 Recent fieldwork at the Sands of Forvie,
Aberdeenshire. Unpublished report.
Archive: University of Aberdeen (current)
Funder: University of Aberdeen and Historic Scotland

Strachan

Figure 2. Soil Test Pit 3, where the thickened, manured plough soil (Apb
horizon) was buried by a sand dune that subsequently stabilised, allowing
the formation of a new soil. Below the Apb horizon is a brown earth that
formed under forest on top of glacial till during the early Holocene

The soil sequences in the test pits shared very similar
characteristics, with slight differences in their upper
horizons resulting from land use activities in their particular
location. The lowest horizon in all the soil test pits was a C
horizon consisting of a reddish brown clay loam – a glacial
till derived from old red sandstone. Above this was a very
dark brown clay loam that may be a weathered B horizon of
a brown forest soil. Above this dark brown clay loam was a
thick, homogenous dark brown sandy loam that appears to
be a manured plough soil, which developed during a period
of increased aeolian sand deposition. This agricultural
activity predated a major episode of aeolian sand deposition
and formation of sand dunes in the area (including the one
on top of Test Pit 3 – see Figure 2), which on the basis
of the radiocarbon dates may have occurred sometime in

Blackhall Forest 2
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s
management strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest,
Aberdeen City. The following features were recorded during
fieldwork.
NO 6361 9440 – NO 6357 9479 Tillylair A boundary bank
enters the S edge of the wood and runs NE for c30m. The
bank then curves and runs at 350° until it meets a burn.
A short section of bank, c8m SE of the first bank, forms a
possible entrance with the first feature. As this area is locally
considered to have formed a patch of common grazing, such
a design might have been useful for stock control. The slight
remains of a parallel linear feature c10m to the E of the main
N–S linear feature may mark the edge of later tree planting.
NO 6369 9443 – NO 6387 9454 Tillylair A well-made,
flat-bottomed, shallow hollow-way runs from the entrance
formed by features noted above to a point where it crosses
a small burn next to a modern track. It is lined with cleared
stones, which form a rough kerb and appears as much
ornamental as practical. It is possibly related to the creation
of a nearby shooting area (NO69SW 58).
NO 6343 9446 Tillylair An isolated large cairn measuring
c14 x 7m.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Craigloch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 6851 9423 An improvement period farmstead, which
retains evidence of earlier activity, was surveyed in 2009.
An earlier longhouse was noted against the SE side of the
main farmstead enclosure and there was also evidence of
earlier underlying dyke foundations.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Aberdeenshire
Mains of Blackhall
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 6744 9569 A two-celled building, depicted on the
1st Edition OS map, was recorded in 2009. The western
cell measures c8 x 4m internally and the eastern c4 x 4m
internally. The building is attached to an enclosure.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Mains of Blackhall
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NO 6741 9575 The well preserved foundations of a saw
mill complex were recorded in 2009. It consists of building
footings, sluices, a wheel pit and associated enclosures,
trackways, lades and mill dams as depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Strathdon
Auchernoch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3227 1605 – NJ 3220 1604 Burn of Finnygauld An
irregular ditch that may have formed a land division/drainage
channel for the pre-improvement fields. This area is shown
as woodland on the 1st Edition OS map; however, it appears
to have been cleared for arable use and was presumably
farmed prior to the improvement period. There are other
similar features at NJ 3220 1615.
NJ 3203 1545 – NJ 3214 1550 Glen Nochty The remains
of a substantial linear stone feature which was presumably
the result of field clearance. It appears to have a substantial
deposit of plough soil at its upper edge and must relate to the
pre-improvement period.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Auchernoch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 3272 1647 Two buildings lie S of an improvement period
shelter belt, planted on a raised platform S of a dyke and
trackway. The 1st Edition OS map shows the western building
unroofed, the eastern one roofed and an enclosure bank to
the NE. The western building measures c11 x 3.5m internally
and is less well preserved than its eastern counterpart. The
E building measures c11 x 4m internally and has a doorway
on its S side. The enclosure bank is denuded but visible. The
site was recorded in 2009.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Auchernoch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 3318 1630 Buildings and landscape features depicted
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on the 1st Edition OS map were recorded in 2009. The
improvement period tree belts are bounded by banks. The
S bank has stone facing on its S side and the N is simply
finished on its N side. The large curving dyke to the N of the
tree belt forms a formidable lynchet. The material for the
bank seems to have been derived from hillside quarries and
buildings shown on the 1st Edition OS map are located in the
quarried areas. The site’s prominent position, at the end of a
ridge overlooking the pass into Glenbuchat, is suggestive of
medieval display. Alternatively, the lynchet may be no more
than the remains of improvement period quarrying activity.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Bunzeach
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3687 0655 Shealls of Cullquhich Three structures as
depicted on an 18th-century estate plan. The first structure
at NJ 3685 0660 measured c5 x 2m internally. The second
structure at NJ 3684 0659 was badly damaged. The third
structure measured c11.5 x 3.5m externally and appears to
have been remodelled from a single structure to one with
a simple square cell at its E end. Extensive stone debris
might suggest the former existence of further yards. It is
possible that the site may have been a small farmstead which
subsequently saw only seasonal use.
NJ 3653 0644 – NJ 3677 0625 High Road This trackway
appears to follow the old High Road from Morven to Strathdon
noted on an 18th-century estate plan. The possible springings
for a small bridge were recorded on the N bank of the ford
at NJ 3653 0644.
NJ 3843 0866 Chapelton A large pile of stones that might
be the remains of a lime kiln or destruction debris caused by
forestry planting.
NJ 3833 0782 Tom Dubh A short stretch of denuded stone
dyke was revealed by mounding operations. The dyke may
be the one shown defining an area of pasture on an 18thcentury estate plan.
NJ 3767 0836 and NJ 3761 0826 Bad an Teachdaire These
are, presumably, two goat cotes noted on an 18th-century
estate plan. Both structures have c1m wide entrances,
measure c2m from entrance to rear wall and are a maximum
of c1.75m wide. The solid well crafted walls stand to a little
over 1m high, are flat topped and appear to reach their
original height.
NJ 3764 0831 Bad an Teachdaire A scooped, subcircular structure measuring c3m in diameter internally and
constructed of stones and earth. It lies midway between the
two structures noted above and might therefore be associated
with them.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Roadside
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 3785 0877 Farmstead and enclosure, with a modern barn
built inside the old walls.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Aberdeenshire/Angus

Strichen

Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables

The north and south-eastern defensive ditches were well
defined, as was the ditch running SSE which encloses a
rather featureless annexe (the two point anomalies within it
were due to modern electricity poles). The north-eastern half
of the fort was magnetically very noisy. Whilst some of this
may represent Roman industry other parts may represent a
storage/works area established here during the construction
of a nearby railway. This possibly extended to the line of a
post-Roman road that traverses the site in a SW–NE direction.
The south-eastern part of the fort contained a series of parallel
magnetic features, which look very much like barrack blocks,
though it is possible that they represent garden/cultivation
features associated with a more recent country house.

Tarves

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Blairgowrie Geoscience

West Cockmuir, Strichen
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9907 5571 A watching brief was carried out on 5 October
2009 prior to the installation of a wind turbine at West
Cockmuir, on the S side of Mormond Hill. The site is located
c300m SE of a cropmark of a possible palisaded enclosure
(NJ95NE 15). No archaeological features or finds were
evident.

Courtstone, Methlick
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8440 3356 A watching brief was carried out on 12 July
2010 during the construction of a track leading to a new
wind turbine at Courtstone Farm. The track is to the E of
a cairn where two cremation urns were found in 1862. No
archaeological features or finds were evident.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables

Tough
Boglouster
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 6337 1405 The possible remains of a small farmstead
which may have subsequently been used as sheepfold. A
sheepfold is shown at this location on the OS map of 1869.
The remains consist of an enclosed yard (c16 x 12.5m), with
a small building in one corner (c4 x 3.5m) and what appears
to be a house (c8 x 4.5m), forming one of the shorter sides of
the enclosure. (All measurements are external). At least three
clearance cairns of c5m in diameter surround the remains
and give further substance to the suggestion that this was a
small farm.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Towie
Monael Wood
Cup-marked rock
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 433 143 Approximately 600m along the dry stone dyke
leading from the last house at Glenkindie and c20m to the
side of the wall is a 1 x 1m stone with 27 cup marks.

ANGUS
Airlie
Cardean Roman Fort
Geophysical survey
P Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 2890 4600 A magnetic survey carried out at Cardean
Roman fort 4 August–16 September 2010 aimed to supplement
the excavation data, resistivity surveys (DES 2001) and aerial
photography available from the site.

Magnetic gradiometer survey, Cardean Roman fort

Powmyre Quarry, Glamis
Watching brief
Paul Masser – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NO 3699 5032 A watching brief was undertaken 25 May–18
June 2010 during topsoil stripping in advance of Phase 3
of extraction works. The findings continued the pattern of
widely scattered, multi-period remains seen in previous
phases of work (DES 2009, 30). A double row of postholes
was recorded on top of a ridge and a nearby pit has been
radiocarbon dated to the Early Neolithic. A small group of
undated pits was found along the edge of a shallow lake/
marsh to the E of the site. Three oval open-sided, fenced
enclosures, 30–38m wide and located on sloping ground,
are thought to relate to livestock management. A 2nd- to 3rdcentury AD radiocarbon date was obtained from one of the
enclosures. A single corn-drying kiln, probably medieval or
post-medieval in date, was also found.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aggregate Industries Ltd

Arbirlot
Millhill Mill, Arbirlot
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 60059 40676 A historic building survey was undertaken
on 17 August 2010 on a former corn mill on the W bank
of the Elliot Water, prior to its conversion into residential
accommodation. The mill dates to the early 18th century
and was renovated in the early 19th century. The L-shaped
building was in very poor condition, with some of the roof
missing. The remains of the water wheel were observed in
the wheel pit and the cast-iron cog and wheel mechanism
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were intact and in place against the side of the wheel pit
inside the building.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heinz Voigt

Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund and Angus Council City of Brechin
Townscape Heritage Initiative

Arbroath and St Vigeans
Cliffburn Road, Arbroath
Evaluation and excavation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 6555 4171 A programme of works was undertaken in
May 2009 and August 2010 in respect of a proposed housing
development. Trial trenching across 7% of the c4.94ha
development area was conducted in May 2009. The majority
of the trenches contained no archaeological features and only
a few artefacts were recovered from the topsoil. However, the
western end of Trench 6 contained a number of prehistoric
features which, on the basis of form and artefacts, were
provisionally interpreted as the remains of a ring ditch
roundhouse and ancillary pit features. As in situ preservation
was not possible mitigation entailed the formal excavation of
an area of 45 x 45m centred over the roundhouse.
The excavation in August 2010 uncovered two distinct
coherent structures. A 14m diameter ring ditch roundhouse
and a 7m diameter post ring roundhouse, along with a
small number of associated features. Finds included small
assemblages of pottery, lithics and coarse stone. A programme
of post-excavation works will follow.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes

Barry
Barry Manse, Barry
Watching Brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
N0 5349 3423 A watching brief was undertaken 25
November–8 December 2009 during groundworks associated
with the redevelopment of a house. The work revealed two
small, shallow pits, a linear feature, nine sherds of medieval/
post-medieval pottery and three pieces of metal-working slag.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: DJ Laing

Brechin
Bishop’s Close, Brechin
Excavation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 5966 6012 During the 2009 excavation a deep deposit
of medieval midden and garden earth was discovered below
later buildings (DES 2009, 31). In the 18–30 June 2010 season
this deposit was excavated and earlier medieval features
were revealed below it. A well-built stone wall of probable
13th-century date ran along the N side of this part of Bishop’s
Close. This was almost certainly a wall enclosing the precinct
around the residence of the medieval bishops of Brechin.
Inside the wall there was a roughly paved yard around a
huge, almost 1.5m deep pit. The pit seems to have originally
been a timber-lined well that was later used as a cess pit. An
almost complete 13th/14th-century Low Countries greyware
pitcher was found in the fill. Later, there appears to have
been a fire with thick deposits of ash and burnt material
filling the pit and covering the yard. For over a hundred
years the area seems to have been used as a midden and this
material covered the wall, the yard and the well. Coins from
the midden date from AD 1247–1310.
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Part of the 13th-century wall of the Bishop’s palace precinct, Brechin

20A Cross Keys Close, Brechin
Watching brief
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 5969 6020 In 2009 (DES 2009, 32) a standing building
survey established that the W part is a remnant of a range
of buildings shown on an 1823 map as extending parallel
to the backs of the High Street buildings. This earlier part
of the building appears to have had stone walls to the rear
and sides and a timber-framed frontage. A watching brief on
14 January 2010 during the removal of the concrete flooring
covering the pre-1823 section of the building revealed a
sequence of drainage channels associated with its earliest
use. It is possible that this was an area of stabling requiring
an efficient drainage system.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Ian Ingram

Middle Drums Farm, Brechin
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 59017 57499 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 16 August 2010 during groundworks associated with
the construction of a potato store. The site was considered
archaeologically sensitive as the farm steading is located 50m
SW of an area of scheduled ring ditches. The excavation and
ground reduction covered an area of 40 x 16m and revealed
natural deposits of conglomerate, gravel and cobbles. Parts
of the foundations of a recently demolished building were
recorded but nothing of archaeological significance was
found. The lack of archaeological features was attributed to
the fact that the site had been reduced to natural deposits
during the construction of farm buildings in the 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS

Skinner’s Burn, Brechin
Watching brief
Derek Hall
NO 5985 5986 Monitoring was undertaken 20–26 February
2010 during the renewal of a sewer next to Skinner’s Burn.
The foundation trench of a stone wall was located on both the
eastern and the western sides of the burn. This wall is marked
on the 1st Edition OS map as the boundary of backland rigs
running off Bridge Street. A single sherd of late 18th- to early
19th-century brown glazed redware was recovered from the
fill of the trench on the western side of the burn.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: A and J Stephen Ltd

Angus

Cortachy and Clova
Clova Hydro Scheme
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 32785 73180 A watching brief was kept on 6 September
2010 during topsoil stripping of an 8m square area for a
power house associated with a new hydro-electric scheme
to the N of the Clova Hotel. Although the site was located
very close to two burnt mounds (NO37SW 60), nothing of
archaeological significance was uncovered.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Westwood Scotland Ltd

Craig
Boddin Point
Laser scanning survey
Joanna Hambly – The SCAPE Trust
NO 71340 53347 The 18th-century lime kilns at Boddin Point
were noted in the 2009 Angus Coastal Zone Assessment Survey
as being threatened by coastal erosion. The SCAPE Trust
obtained funding from Historic Scotland to create a detailed
digital survey of the monument, prior to further loss, and to
provide a baseline against which to measure future change.
The kilns were built during a period when agrarian
improvements and enclosure created an enormous demand
for lime. The New Statistical Account of Scotland (published
between 1834 and 1845) notes that limestone was first
extracted from the headland at Boddin in 1696 and that the
lime workings were abandoned in 1831. Three kiln bowls are
depicted on the 1st Edition OS survey map of 1865. Today,
two of the kilns are clearly visible; the third kiln is now
almost completely buried within an earthwork mound. The
visible structures consist of a 4-draw kiln and a 3-draw kiln
and these are thought to have been constructed c1750 by
Robert Scott of Dunninald.
The main kiln block, which houses two kilns, is retained
by substantial stone walls to the S, N and W, standing to

almost 9m in height. The walls retain an earth bank and
dumped material into which the burning chambers were
constructed. A ramp circles the eastern and southern parts of
the kiln block, leading to the top of the burning chambers to
allow charging with fuel and limestone. Once lit, a draught
was provided for the fire through draw holes set into arched
recesses in the kiln walls. Both kilns were connected by an
E–W oriented brick-vaulted tunnel, which also gave access to
the base of both burning chambers.
Erosion has led to the collapse of a substantial portion of
the SW quadrant of the kiln block structure. At least two
thirds of the W wall and the SW corner of the S wall have
collapsed, exposing the vulnerable rubble and soil core of
the monument. The bedrock platform upon which the
western edge of the monument is constructed consists of a
narrow band of sandstone underlain by softer mudstones
and siltstones, which are being eroded by wave action.
Significant undercutting of the rock platform suggests that
further collapse of the monument is imminent.
The kilns were recorded on 23–27 February 2010 with a
terrestrial laser scanner; the scanning was supported by
photography and historical research, in order to create a
detailed digital record of the monument. Data was captured
of the external and internal surfaces of the kilns with a
Leica 3-D laser scanner (HDS 3000). Over 40 million points
were captured, enabling the production of 2-D and 3-D
elevations, sections, plans and ‘fly through’ models. A report
of the survey, including a selection of images is available
to download from the SCAPE website at: http://www.
scapetrust.org/html/boddin.html
The work was undertaken as a collaborative project
between SCAPE and Queen’s University, Belfast. The SCAPE
Trust thanks John Stansfeld of Dunninald for access to the
Boddin lime kilns and for his interest in the project. The
support of Noel Fojut and funding from Historic Scotland are
gratefully acknowledged.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council and
RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

3-D elevation of the lime kilns looking E; generated from laser scanning data
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Dun
Wellhill, Montrose
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 68977 60092 A watching brief was carried out on 9 August
2010 during topsoil stripping associated with construction of
a new house. Cropmarks are present in the fields to the W
and E of this property but no archaeological remains were
identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Raymond Sutton

Dunnichen
Chapel, near Dunnichen
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 5110 4880 A metal axehead was found during metal
detecting near Chapel. The find, which had been deeply
buried, was handed in at the museum on 17 September 2009.
Archive: Find returned to enquirer
Funder: Angus Council

Forfar
Carseburn Road, Forfar
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 4583 5108 A watching brief was undertaken on 15 February
2010 during groundworks associated with the placement of a
gas governor on a small area of land S of Carseburn Road. The
site had been subject to recent disturbance and no features or
artefacts of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scotia Gas Networks

East Mains of Carseburn
Standing building recording
Tamlin Barton – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 476 528 (centred on) A Level 1 standing building survey
was undertaken on 7 September 2010 on several buildings in
advance of demolition. The survey indicated that the long,
narrow building, now used as a milk parlour, was once a
cow byre with large openings to the W (now blocked), which
would have opened onto a yard in front of the farmhouse.
Several areas of subangular pink stonework were identified in
the walls of the milk parlour which may date to the original
construction of the farmhouse, probably in the early 19th
century. However, much of the stonework in the walls of the
milk parlour consisted of angular circular-sawn grey sandstone
blocks, indicating that this building was heavily altered in the
late 19th or early 20th century. The other buildings investigated
were found to have been built in the post-war period.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Campbell of Doune Ltd

Myre Road and Castle Street
Watching brief
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 4560 5080 Four small bags of pottery sherds found during
a watching brief, undertaken by Murray Archaeological
Services, on excavations at Myre Road and Castle Street on
17 August 2008.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: allocated to Forfar Museum and
deposited in May 2010
Funder: Angus Council

Kingoldrum
The Wellton, Kingoldrum
Walkover survey
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd

Excavation across park bank and ditch looking E. The evaluation at Durward’s Dyke formed part of Stirling University’s Scottish medieval deer park project
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NO 30923 56611 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken 15–19 October 2010 of 85ha on Wellton Hill and
Kinclune Hill prior to the submission of a proposal for a
wind farm. Nine cairns of possible Bronze Age date were
recorded, all on hilltop or local prominences, many being
intervisible. A number of clearance cairns were clearly the
result of modern land improvement and track clearance.
However, others were of possible prehistoric date, as were a
stone alignment and a small enclosure. A boundary marker
stone with a simple incised cross was also recorded; this is
shown on the 1st Edition OS map of 1862 but may be earlier.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables

Kirriemuir
Kirriemuir Hill
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 389 546 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
in August 2010 during the removal of topsoil from the site
of a new children’s play area and two signpost bases. The
site was considered sensitive due to its proximity to three
mounds, a scheduled standing stone, a scheduled cropmark
enclosure and a now lost souterrain. No features or finds of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Angus Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Angus Council

Lintrathen
Durward’s Dyke
Evaluation
Derek Hall
N0 257 456 A single trench was opened across the line of a
section of the upstanding bank and ditch close to the northwestern corner of the park on Knock of Formal. Possible
evidence for a former palisade line was located on top of
the bank; the ditch was found to be very shallow. A peatrich old ground surface was located under the bank and
samples were taken for palaeoenvironmental analysis and
radiocarbon dating; no finds were located. This work was
undertaken 10–14 May 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Stirling

Monifieth
Monifieth Joint Quarry Venture, Monifieth
Evaluation and standing building recording
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 4835 3400 and NO 4903 3399 Evaluations were undertaken
18 May–9 November 2010 on two proposed extensions to
quarries. No archaeological finds or features were recorded at
the area centred on NO 4835 3400. The second area, centred
on NO 4903 3399, yielded a small assemblage of pink agate
associated with vestigial traces of charcoal, possibly indicating
early prehistoric activity. Recording was also undertaken of
features on the Ethiebeaton estate (NO 4830 3420), including
a walled garden, water system and railway bridges.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Breedon Aggregates Scotland Ltd and D Geddes
(Contractors) Ltd

Montrose
North Esk Road, Montrose

Casual find
Rachael Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 7145 5850 A large copper coin Charles XI of Sweden
(1660–97), marked with ‘CRS’ and ‘SM’ and dated 1689, was
found on 9 June 2009 in a garden wall during the excavation
of foundations. It was declined as Treasure Trove and returned
to Montrose Museum for the enquirer to collect.
Funder: Angus Council

ARGYLL AND BUTE
Ardchattan and Muckairn
Millbrae, Benderloch
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NM 8989 3957 A controlled topsoil strip was carried out
22 October 2009–18 March 2010 before the construction of
a house to the E of Millbrae. No significant archaeological
features or artefacts were discovered.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: DJ Barr

Arrochar
High Morlaggan Project
Excavation
Roddy Regan – High Morlaggan Project and Kilmartin House Museum
NN 27730 01630 The deserted settlement of High Morlaggan
consists of at least four structures surrounded by a series of
enclosures. Map and documentary evidence suggests that the
site was occupied as early as the 16th century and abandoned by
the early 20th century. The excavation in November 2009 shed
light on the later stages of the site’s history and its inhabitants,
while providing glimpses of earlier phases of occupation.
The excavation concentrated on two structures, which
were assumed to be byre buildings, with people occupying
one side of the structure and animals the other. One building
(Structure 2) appears to record this division, with a floor
and possible hearth at one end of the divided structure.
The function of the second building (Structure 3) was less
clear and further work is required. The buildings were
much altered in the later period, with extensive robbing
and internal modification. The relative wealth of artefacts
(mainly pottery and glass), that appeared to derive from the
later occupation of the site, somewhat flies in the face of the
perceived image of highlanders living in dire circumstances
and relative poverty. Study of the cultural artefacts and
comparative analysis may go some way to correcting this
generally accepted and perhaps erroneous view.
Archive: Kilmartin House Museum (intended). Reports: RCAHMS
and WoSAS SMR (intended)
Funder: Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Authority
and Scottish Natural Heritage

Inverbeg Hydro Scheme
Watching brief and excavation
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services
NS 3206 9792 – NS 3451 9800 A watching brief was carried
out 2 March–22 June 2009 during construction for a hydroelectric scheme. Two field clearance cairns and rig and furrow
were disturbed at NS 3350 9776. A section across the military
road at 24m N of Inverbeg Bridge determined that it had been
destroyed during upgrading of the modern road.
Archive: Held by FAS until deposited in RCAHMS
Funder: Luss Estate
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Arrochar/Lochgoilhead and Kilmorich
Clachan to Sloy Overhead Line Renewal
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 1920 1326 – NN 3085 0918 Work was conducted on the
10 and 18 June 2010 prior the refurbishment of a power line
that runs from Clachan Power Station, along Glen Fyne, the
W side of Loch Sloy and the Inveruglas Water to a sub-station
above Sloy Power Station. The remains of two previously
unrecorded sites were recorded.
NN 20264 14223 (E corner) One side of an enclosure
measuring c80m NE–SW, of unknown width and surrounded
by a low wall/bank was found c1.5km NE of Clachan
Power Station. NN 29014 10453 The scant remains of an old
trackway, c1m wide, with associated retaining walls was
recorded on the W of the valley containing the Inveruglas
Water, c600m S of Sloy Dam.

least the mid-18th century and consists of two ranges, to the
N and S, connected by two smaller side ranges. The building,
after a period of dereliction, was purchased by the Town
Council and used as a courthouse and jail until 1868, when
the Courthouse moved to new premises. It served a variety of
functions throughout the late 19th and 20th century, but has
lain derelict since the early 1990s and is now in a very poor
condition. The survey included photographic and written
recording and the production of a basic floor plan.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Strathclyde Building Preservation Trust

Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy plc

Campbeltown
Campbeltown to Machrihanish Overhead Line Renewal
Watching briefs
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
Watching briefs were kept on 7 and 8 July 2010 during the
excavation of trenches (c2 x 0.6m by 1.8m deep) at several
points along a power line between Campbeltown and
Machrihanish, during work relating to its refurbishment.
Replacement pole trenches were located at NR 68005 18792,
NR 67899 18834, NR 69016 18868, NR 66281 18466, NR
65723 19740, NR 64858 20461, NR 64606 20572, NR 63574
20545 and NR 62997 20224. A new pole trench was added
at NR 63620 20539. Stay trenches were located at NR 68113
18755, NR 63570 20593 and NR 69014 18868. Nothing of
archaeological significance was found in any of the trenches.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy plc

Dental Centre, Campbeltown
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 7210 1998 A watching brief undertaken 20–27 January
2010 during ground-breaking works at the site of a new dental
centre recorded no features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Bam Construction Ltd

Machrihanish, Campbeltown
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 6610 2300 A watching brief was carried out 21 September
2009–26 January 2010 during the construction of a new
factory. The removal of c2m of wind-blown sands and
peat deposits from across the site revealed no significant
archaeological features or artefacts.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: ROK Ltd, Inverness

The Old Courthouse, 5 Bolgam Street, Campbeltown
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 71963 20440 A Level 1–2 historic building survey was
undertaken on the Old Courthouse in October 2009. The
work aimed to determine the significance of the building
prior to its possible renovation. The building dates from at
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General view of the N range of the Old Courthouse

Coll
Coll
Geophysical survey
Darko Maričević – University of Reading
NM 21287 55118 (Fiskary Bay) and NM 13517 53087
(Crossapol) Two hut circles, one possible at Fiskary and one
certain at Crossapol were surveyed, 14–16 August 2010, with
electrical resistance and gradiometry respectively as part of
ongoing research into prehistoric settlement on Coll. Detailed
topographical survey and the results of the resistivity survey
confirmed the artificial nature of the structure at Fiskary and
suggested that the turf walls might have been constructed
around a hollow in the bedrock, which then filled with peat.
Gradiometry results did not provide any significant additional
information.
Archive: University of Reading
Funder: School of Human and Environmental Sciences, University
of Reading

Colonsay and Oronsay
Cnoc nan Gall, Machrins
Excavation
Alastair Becket – GUARD
NR 358 934 A rescue excavation of human remains exposed
by the erosion of a dune was carried out 1–2 July 2010 under
the provisions of the Historic Scotland human remains call-off
contract. The partially articulated remains of one individual,
possibly a middle-aged male, were recovered along with
grave goods. These consisted of a bronze ringed pin, an iron
object (possibly a knife), a possible metal strap-end and a
bone pin, along with deposits of organic material, possibly
representing a container or bag and a fragment of textile.
Examination of the ringed pin, prior to detailed skeletal and
aretefactual analysis, suggested that the burial dates to the
10th century or later. Disarticulated fragments of a skull and a
vertebra of a second individual, a child, were recovered from
the erosion face suggesting that other burial sites may be or
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have been present at this location.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dunoon and Kilmun
Ard na Blathaich
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 14139 91000 Shown as Ard na Blathaich on the OS 6"
map of 1869, this large dry stone structure contained within
an enclosure lies on the S bank of the Allt na Blathaich
Burn, c50m N of a forestry track and 100m SE of the group
of modern houses named Allt na Blathaich. It is c500m SSW
of the site of the ruined settlement on an upper terrace at NS
1432 9147 referred to as Allt na Blathaich (DES 2009, 35).
The main building is a substantial rectangular dry stone
structure, probably a house, built of large boulders. It
measures externally 12.5 x 5.9m, long axis roughly E–W
(110°). The uphill direction is E. There is an entrance 0.6m
wide in the W wall, with a massive boulder 1.2m long at the
N end. The walls are 0.6m wide and survive up to 1.8m high
at the highest point, which is to the S of the doorway. In the
middle of the N wall is a second entrance 1m wide.
The house is contained within a large yard bounded by a
dry stone wall. On the N side of the house the wall forms
a narrow corridor 2.3m wide that ends at a cross wall just
E of the house entrance. A gap in the short cross wall now
filled with tumbled stones may have been an entrance to the
corridor. To the W of the house the enclosure wall runs N–S
for 21m at a distance of 5.6m from the W house wall, and on
the S side is 18m long E–W. It returns on the E side to meet
the back wall of the house, forming a 18.0 x 12.5m yard on
the S side of the house. The W wall continues S beyond the
enclosure as a dyke for at least 49m.
About 12m W of the house, outside the enclosure, are three
walls of a low rectangular dry stone structure of external
length 5.3m and width 3.4m, consisting of a single layer of
stones. The S wall continues E, badly eroded, to meet the W
enclosure wall. About 45m uphill, near NS 14177 90975, is a
dyke system and a large enclosure, 21 x 10m.
Craighoyle, Allt an Iarruinn
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 17798 90475 The low much eroded remains of a
rectangular dry stone structure 8.4 x 3.8m externally, long
walls roughly N–S (NNW), lie at NS 17798 90475 on the
shoulder of a W-facing hillside 700m ESE of Craighoyle Farm.
The Allt an Iarruinn Burn runs c9m to the S.
The grassed-over remains of the shieling appear to consist
of a single layer of medium boulders. The E long wall is
best defined; the W and N walls are fragmentary. To the
W is an intact dry stone straight wall consisting of two 4m
sections 1.2m high and 0.4m wide in line, with a 1.7m gap
between them. A short, 3.2m, stretch of rough walling runs
from it to the S end of the shieling, which it has disturbed.
Traces indicate that the rough wall may have been part of a
rectangular structure 3.2 x 2.8m. About 13m S of the good
wall lie the remnants of a N–S field dyke whose S end meets
a short 3m E–W stretch of walling.
Port Dornaige, Loch Long
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 20125 89886 This small dry stone structure is located at
the edge of the W Loch Long shore, just N of an unnamed

burn. The OS 1:25 000 map (2001) also shows it N of the
burn, but the earlier OS 25" map of 1869 shows it S of the
burn, though in the same position relative to the shoreline. It
would appear that the course of the lower burn has changed,
probably as a result of forestry development.
The structure is 8.2 x 5.6m externally, with its long axis
parallel to the shore, cN–S. The walls have survived to c0.6m
all round, and are 0.6m wide. A large niche 0.9m wide in
the centre of the N wall was possibly a fireplace. There is an
entrance towards the S end of the E shore-facing wall now
filled with tumbled stones but with a clear vertical doorway
edge on the right-hand side.
About 7m to the S are two detached parallel sections of dry
stone walling. These are probably the remains of the small
rectangular structure shown on the 25" map. The width of
the remains is about 2.3m N–S; E–W it is truncated and
about 2.8m survives.

Gigha and Cara
Gigha Wind Turbine
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 63562 47015 A small, thin spread of charcoal was recorded
during a controlled topsoil strip of a proposed new access
track, turning area and footings for a fourth wind turbine
on the Isle of Gigha. In addition, 14 clearance cairns and 2
earthen and stone field boundaries were recorded in the field
where the turbine may be located. This work was carried out
16–17 March 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Gigha Renewable Energy Ltd

Tigh an Rhuba
Excavation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 64875 48276 Three irregularly shaped, shallow pits each
with a compact fill of charcoal, a further possible pit and
a stakehole/posthole were excavated, 8–22 February 2010,
during the course of a topsoil strip for a new access road. The
largest pit was 1.50 x 0.75m, sub-rectangular in plan and 0.1m
deep. All three of the pits taper at their N ends. No artefacts
were recovered from the pits, which were interpreted as some
form of fire-pit, possibly for the production of charcoal or the
smoking of food. Radiocarbon dating indicates that they date
from between AD 1150 and 1270 (90.6% probability).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Pinniger

Glenorchy and Inishail
Bonawe Ironworks
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NN 0096 3191 A watching brief was undertaken on 28 July
2010 during the excavation of two small holes near the ticket
office for the installation of signs. No deposits other than
modern landscaping were excavated and no finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Inveraray
Auchindrain
Evaluation
Roddy Regan – The Auchindrain Trust
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NN 03099 03161 Two evaluation trenches were opened across
Building N in June 2010. The evaluation aimed to establish
the original placement of doors across the building and to
determine floor levels prior to reconstruction work. Two
further trenches were opened over the footings of an earlier
building to the NW.
Archive: Auchindrain Trust (intended). Report: Historic Scotland,
RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR (intended)
Funder: Urras Achadh an Droighinn/The Auchindrain Trust

Inverchaolain
Ardtaraig
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 06213 80626 and NS 06281 80276 Near the track from
Ardtaraig that runs S along the E shore of Loch Striven are
two small eroded structures.
At NS 06213 80626, on the S bank of the Allt nan Cuiliom,
there is a small flat terrace. The bank at the W (shore) end
has a substantial stone revetment 3.7m long and c0.5m high
supporting the end wall; on top are the 1.0 and 2.0m long
remains of the side walls. Several metres uphill on the edge
of a steep incline is a small standing stone; it is upright,
rounded at the top, with its broad face towards the shore.
About 350m to the S at NS 06281 80276 on the shore side
of the track, are the low remains of a rectangular dry stone
structure 6.2 x 3.3m externally. The long axis is perpendicular
to the shore. The broad rear E wall is 0.8m wide; the walls
were probably robbed to construct the twinning pen at the W
end, which stands 1.2m high.
Bot nan Creagan
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 0642 7981 (vicinity of) On a narrow N–S terrace 100m E
of and parallel to the Loch Striven shore is a group of three
rectangular dry stone structures standing up to 1.5m high.
To the S of these and at a lower level is an enclosure system.

Glentarsan houses and enclosure
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Between the terrace and the shore is a broad, relatively flat
cultivable area which is now largely covered with bracken.
To the W of this, nearer the shore, is a corn-drying kiln.
At NS 06418 79812 is the main structure, a long house
measuring internally 15.8 x 3.2m with long axis along the
terrace at 340°. The walls are 0.7m wide, and up to 1.1m
high. There is a doorway 0.8m wide flanked by flat stones
in the W wall facing the shore, 6.7m from the S end wall. A
short curved section of external walling is attached to the N
end of the doorway, possibly as a windbreak.
Close to it on the NE is a smaller two-compartment structure,
overall 8.3 x 3.8m externally, with the long walls E–W. The
walls are 0.7m wide. Externally, the W compartment is 4.9m
long and the E 3.4m long with a narrow 0.4m wide doorway
in its S wall. The W chamber has no doorways, but the two
compartments are connected by a sheep creep in the dividing
wall.
The third structure lies to the NW of the above and is
roughly perpendicular to it, with its long axis at 345°. It is 6.6
x 3.8m externally, with a doorway 0.6m wide in the E long
wall. The walls are 0.7m wide. Two short straight sections of
wall connect the three structures at their nearest points, and
the E wall of the N structure continues N as a dyke.
The corn kiln is situated on lower ground near the shore at
NS 06352 79781 and sits on a small hillock with natural rock
on the shore side. It is oval, 4.2 x 3.5m externally overall.
There is an outer rim about 0.3m wide. About 0.2m below
the rim is an inner ledge 0.6m wide. The oval bowl is 2.0 x
1.5m. The flue opening is visible outside on the SE.
A sheepfold at NS 0641 7976 is roughly L-shaped, and
incorporates two rectangular structures on the E side which
may have been houses. Its overall N–S length is 19m and it is
13m wide at the N end. The middle of the E wall consists of
the N, S and W walls of a rectangular structure 4m long N–S
and 3m E–W; the E wall is absent. A twinning pen is built up
against the NE corner. The S wall extends E to meet the short N
wall of a long 8.7 x 4.0m rectangular structure with an entrance
in the W wall, which also contains a very sizeable boulder. The
enclosure has a single 4m wide entrance in its S wall.
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Glentarsan
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 07822 85532 The lowering of the water level in Loch Tarsan
to permit maintenance work afforded a rare opportunity
in September and October 2010 to investigate settlements
partially flooded by the creation of the hydroelectric reservoir.
On the 1865 survey for the OS 6" map, two houses are shown
on the W side of the glen, one on each side of a small burn
running W to E into the main river that ran through the glen.
The more northerly has an attached yard or enclosure. To the
S of the houses is a large enclosure, with a smaller one to the
E of it.
The house to the N, at NS 07822 85532, has completely
collapsed. The 6" map shows an attached yard or enclosure
on the W side, for which there is now little evidence. The
walls of the house to the S are upstanding, though ruined.
The large enclosure, whose NE corner is at NS 07784 85459,
is intact and measures 56m N–S by 23m E–W. The smaller
enclosure to the E of it is represented only by a line of stones
partly buried in sand. When the water level in Loch Tarsan
is at its normal height, the E half of the large enclosure is
completely submerged, the N house is under water, and the S
house is normally in water, but visible.
The structure of the long two-compartment N house is
obscured by the collapsed walls: the end walls have fallen
outwards in one piece. The overall length, including tumble,
is 23m. Its long axis is 15° E of N, and the house is externally
c16m long and 8m wide; the N and S rooms are about 7m and
9m respectively. It may have had a small annexe at the N end.
It has well-built double foundation walls 1m wide. A small
detached broken dry stone structure is at the SE corner, 2.6m
wide externally E–W but of uncertain length, about 4–6m.
This house as well as that to the S may have had a slated roof.
The second house, a short distance to the SW, across a
small burn, has walls standing up to a height of at least 2m.
The outer walls are mortared. Its long axis is N–S. It consists
of a main room 11m long and 5.7m wide and an annexe at the
N end 6m long. Measurements are external. The front E wall
of the house contains a central doorway flanked by a window
on each side. The rear wall has two windows, and the S wall
has a single window 1m from the rear of the house.
To the NE of this site at NS 082 867 on the E bank of the
Glentarsan Burn, is a sheepfold complex that is normally on
the edge of or partly in the water of the loch. It consists of a
large L-shaped main compartment c25m long and 14m wide,
with three smaller attached compartments 7–9m long and
5–6m wide.
Invervegain, Loch Striven
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 07321 78810 On the Loch Striven shore side of the track
is a standing stone 1.25m high and 0.4m thick, facing due S
down the loch. It measures 0.9m at the base, tapering to 0.5m
at 0.2m below the top, which is rounded.
Loch Striven, Glen Striven Estate
Ted Crosbie – Underwater Science Ltd
Underwater survey
A team of technical divers from the Archaeological Divers
Association, a division of Underwater Science Ltd, working
with Dr Iain Murray from Dundee University, have discovered
at least eight of the famed bouncing bombs named ‘Highball’
designed by Sir Barnes Wallis in 1943 for the primary role of
destroying the German battleship Tirpitz.
This unique discovery was made in a remote area of Loch

Striven, in waters in excess of 35msw (114ft). This discovery
followed project development as Dr Murray completed
research for his book, ‘Bouncing-Bomb Man’ and two years
of desktop planning and research, to pinpoint the location of
the test site. The area is now believed to be part of a larger
site of specific historic interest which also includes at least
one Admiralty anchor used by the test vessel Courbet, which
the Highballs were dropped against, as well as remains of
unknown metal works that could be part of secret trials of
the X-1 Midget Submarines or Chariot Underwater Vehicles as
used by the Special Operations Executive (SOE) during World
War 2.
In May 2010, a pre-project dive was conducted to examine
bottom composition and visibility and from that point the
project was given the go ahead, with a team of five divers
starting their initial reconnaissance search on 13 July 2010.
The dive team consisted of: Ted Crosbie (Dive Supervisor),
Phil Grigg, Rob Cromey-Hawke, Jez Armitage and Lindsay
Brown and diving continued until 17 July 2010. A total of
12 dives were made ranging from 30msw to 60msw. The
team used a Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) donated by
Sheerwater Marine Services Ltd and logistical support was
provided by the Professional Diving Academy in Dunoon. All
boat diving operations were conducted with the indefatigable
support of Richard Home, a local fisherman.
Plans are underway to complete an additional two week
survey at the beginning of September 2010 using state of the
art electronic closed circuit rebreathers; permitting additional
time on the seabed to map the entire site for entry onto the
HER. Team members will be using high definition photography
and videography, photomosaics and three dimensional site
recording software. Upon completion of the site survey there
are additional plans to recover some of the Highballs for
conservation and placement at Brooklands Museum in Surrey.
We wish to thank Peter Blacker, who owns the Glen Striven
Estate, the Barnes Wallis Trust and Phil Grigg Technical Diving
for their support.
Funder: Maersk Shipping; BAE Systems Ltd

Lonyle, Glen Tarsan
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 07557 84808 The lowering of the water level in Loch Tarsan
to permit maintenance work afforded a rare opportunity
to investigate settlements partially flooded by the creation
of the hydroelectric reservoir. In the following description
dimensions are external except where otherwise noted.
On the W side of Loch Tarsan, on the N bank of the Lonyle
Burn at NS 07557 84808, is a dry stone house and yard.
The house was already indicated as a ruin when surveyed
by the OS in 1865. Uphill to the W of it is a large enclosure
bounded by a dry stone wall, turfed over in part. The house is
rectangular, with long axis E–W parallel to the burn, and has
an attached yard on the N side. The house appears to have
suffered a collapse, possibly as a result of being submerged
when the glen was flooded; the foundations remain, obscured
by the large mass of tumbled stones.
The main part of the house appears to have been a twocompartment structure of overall length c12m E–W and
width 5.8m N–S. The W compartment is 4m long. A third
compartment on the W side 7.6m long shares a common S
wall but is wider, 6m. The wall structure is double, of overall
width 0.6m. There is an entrance in the S wall of the middle
chamber. Adjacent to the NE corner of the house is a low
rectangular foundation, 5m square, also with double walls. A
large yard bounded by a curved wall 12m N–S by 16m E–W is
attached on the N side of the house.
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Lagg Bay from the air, showing (from left to right): 1810 slipway; 1810 droving jetty; earlier droving jetty

About 10m uphill to the W is the large enclosure running
uphill, bounded by a dry stone wall of E–W length 23m,
covered in part by turf. It is 16.5m wide at the W end,
narrowing to 9m at the E end.

Jura
Maritime Landscape of North Argyll – Lagg Bay, Jura
Aerial reconnaissance
Colin Martin – Morvern Maritime Centre
NR 596 787 Aerial reconnaissance in association with RCAHMS
on 1 Sept 2010 identified a rubble-built hook-shaped jetty at
the head of Lagg Bay, close to the high water mark. This is
presumably earlier than the jetty and slipway some 150m to
the NE, built in 1809–10 to improve the droving infrastructure
between Jura and the mainland. Other hook-shaped jetties
associated with droving are known at Fishnish on Mull
(DES 2007, 58) and at Ardness in Morvern (DES 2009, 111),
and their situation near the high water mark was probably
to ensure that animals could be loaded and unloaded from
firm dry ground. Though cattle are indifferent to wetness,
they dislike loose or rocky foreshores. This type of jetty may
therefore date to the 18th century or earlier. Later structures
were designed to facilitate dry-shod loading of cattle at other
states of the tide, either by building more-elevated jetties
closer to low water (as at Lagg II) or by creating slipways or
jetties with sloping top surfaces (as at Barr nam Boc, Kerrera
(DES 2009, 45).

could be seen in the immediate vicinity.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: GreenPower (Carraig Gheal) Ltd

Kilfinan
Land NW of Kyles Church
Controlled topsoil strip
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 97268 71297 A controlled topsoil strip of a house plot
on 29 April 2010 revealed two truncated postholes and an
area of in situ burning. A piece of struck, brown flint was
recovered from the base of one of the postholes. A single
piece of burnt flint was recovered from the topsoil, but this
may have originated from the addition of lime to the soil.
A radiocarbon date on a piece of Corylus avellana (hazel),
derived from the main fill of the posthole from which the flint
was recovered, gave a date of 3360 ± 30 BP, 1740–1600 BC
(85.7% probability), placing the posthole in the Bronze Age.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Blair

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Morvern Maritime Centre and RCAHMS

Sulphur Spring
Controlled topsoil strip
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 97300 71349 A controlled topsoil strip of a new driveway
and parking area on 5 April 2010 revealed no features of
archaeological significance. A single piece of burnt flint
recovered from the topsoil may have originated from the
addition of lime to the soil.

Kilchrenan and Dalavich

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Simpson

Achnacraobh, Kilchrenan
Evaluation
Heather F James – GUARD
NN 02613 23592 An evaluation was undertaken 13–15
September of an earthen mound at Achnacraobh, prior to
the construction of an access track. The mound was an ovalshaped natural feature with a small pile of stones, probably
a clearance cairn, on its summit. The cairn was probably
associated with rig and furrow cultivation, traces of which
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Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon
Block House
Controlled topsoil strip
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 28500 24050 Two thin dumps of midden over natural
windblown sand were exposed and hand excavated during a
controlled topsoil strip at Block House in 2010. The midden
contained animal bone (cattle and sheep/goat) and fish bone

Argyll and Bute

(cod etc), pottery and a few carbonised grains of barley and
oats. A radiocarbon date from a charred barley grain dated
the deposits to the later medieval period (1480–1650 AD –
SUERC-29247, GU-21441). A shallow rectangular pit was
recorded cutting through a cultivated soil. The base of this
midden-rich soil was scarred by narrow cuts, which may have
been the remnants of ploughing.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Erdal

Iona
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
NM 2868 2451 A geophysical survey was commissioned
by the NTS as part of a management project on Iona. The
work aimed to use non-invasive techniques to aid in the
identification of any sub-surface archaeological features in
three fields to the N, E and S of Iona Abbey. In particular it
intended to provide more information about the system of
field drains in the area, including a broken field drain to the S
of the abbey, which had caused severe water-logging.
Gradiometer and resistance surveys were undertaken over
c3ha with selective transects also covered using GPR. The
gradiometer and resistance surveys produced good results,
although the presence of igneous intrusions and magnetic
sands and gravels across the site complicated the interpretation
of data from the gradiometer survey. The resistance survey
produced a more coherent series of results.
Both the gradiometer and resistance surveys detected the
vallum bank and ditch running to the N and E of the Abbey
complex. A further probable ditched feature was visible in
both surveys, running to the S of and along a similar alignment
to the vallum. The resistance survey identified an apparent
return at the eastern end of this feature, where it turns to
run SSW–NNE. This feature coincides with an earthwork
recorded by RCAHMS.
The resistance survey also detected a possible enclosure
associated with the Bishop’s House. A series of ditches
and enclosures were visible in the resistance data from
the southernmost field surveyed. For example, a possible
rectangular ditched enclosure was recorded immediately
SW of St Mary’s Chapel. Some of these features, particularly
those along the W edge of the field, correlated with anomalies
identified during the gradiometer survey.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Iona Abbey
Watching brief
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NM 2858 2464 A watching brief was undertaken on 1 July
2010, as volunteers attending a National Trust for Scotland
Thistle Camp carried out repair works to three large erosion
scars, on the E facing side of the natural slope adjacent to the
vallum earthwork. A single small piece of fragmented coarse
pottery was recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Iona Abbey
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NM 2870 2451 A watching brief was undertaken 27 January–10
March 2010 during excavations to locate the site of an original
trench for central heating cables, prior to their replacement.
Two trenches were opened to the N of the Abbey Church. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded

during the later excavations in March 2010. However, the
earlier excavation of a nearby area during January and
February 2010 yielded significant archaeological finds, such
as a Viking bronze pin and possible evidence of medieval
deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Port an Fhir-bhreige, Iona
Survey
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NM 2630 2191 As part of a National Trust for Scotland Thistle
Camp volunteers undertook an EDM survey of the large
pebble-built cairn at the northern end of the cairn field at Port
an Fhir-bhreige. The survey was carried out on 4 June 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Killarow and Kilmeny
Airigh Ghuaidhre
Geophysical survey
Darko Maričević, Steven Mithen and Karen Wicks – University of
Reading

Resistivity plot of possible chapel enclosure at Airigh Ghuaidhre (interpolated
raw data)

NR 39647 62654 At the southernmost extent of the remains
of Airigh Ghuaidhre township (NR36SE 31) and situated
between the road to the S and a large walled enclosure to
the N there is an oval platform, 30m E–W by 25m N–S. The
platform is cut into the slope and enclosed with an earth
and rubble bank, which reaches 1m in some places. There
is at least one definite break in the bank at the SW side,
which might represent an entrance. Centrally positioned
in the eastern part of the enclosure is an undefined pile of
rubble. Considering the prominence of the remains and their
proximity to the 19th-century township it seems unlikely that
they represent a prehistoric monument. The shape and the
size of the enclosure are consistent with a number of chapel
enclosures on Islay and elsewhere across the W of Scotland.
This hypothesis was tested by an electrical resistance survey
on 2 September 2010. A RM15 resistance meter was used with
the twin probe configuration and 0.5m electrode, traverse and
sample spacing. The resistance response of the bank was very
good, showing possible amendments at the western extent of
the enclosure. An E–W orientated rectangular structure, c8 x
5m, was detected under the pile of stones in the eastern part
of the enclosure, therefore supporting the interpretation as the
site of a previously unrecorded chapel.
Archive: University of Reading
Funder: University of Reading
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Inner Hebrides Mesolithic Project (IHMP) –
Rubha Port an t-Seilich, Islay
Evaluation
Steven Mithen and Karen Wicks – University of Reading
NR 43035 67449 A scatter of chipped stone artefacts was
discovered by Donald James McPhee on a coastal terrace at
Rubha Port an t-Seilich in 2009. Several hundred pieces of
chipped stone were collected and subsequently identified by
Mithen as falling within the Mesolithic tradition of western
Scotland. The chipped stone assemblage comprised platform
cores with numerous core trimming elements including a
core tablet and plunging blade, along with awls, retouched
bladelets and marginally retouched blade segments. A
site evaluation by test pitting, carried out in August 2010
established the presence of a complex sequence of stratified
archaeological features and sediments, containing Mesolithic
and later prehistoric artefacts. A large assemblage of chipped
stone (c9400 pieces) was collected during the evaluation.
Charred plant remains were also recovered. A reconnaissance
survey carried out by the IHMP during the site evaluation
recorded scatters of chipped stone artefacts on terraces
situated immediately to the S at NR 43131 67181, NR 43110
67138, NR 43118 67082 and NR 43113 67073.

George Currie
NM 83326 00427 Approximately 30m S of the head dyke of
Glen Moine a stretch of bedrock under turf bears five shallow
cup marks.
Glennan
Cup- and ring-marked rock
George Currie
NM 85818 00941 3m N of the previously recorded marked
rock (Glen Moine) a stretch of bedrock under turf bearing
three solo cup marks and three cups with penannulars and
radials.

Archive: Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte, Islay
Funder: University of Reading

Inner Hebrides Mesolithic Project (IHMP) –
Storakaig, Islay
Evaluation
Steven Mithen and Karen Wicks – University of Reading
NR 3985 6270 In 2009 a scatter of chipped stone artefacts was
discovered by Donald James McPhee and Susan Campbell
on farmland S of the Airigh Ghuaidhre township c1km to
the NW of Storakaig. The artefacts were eroding from a
ditch section and within the up-throw from the ditch. The
chipped stone assemblage contained numerous diagnostic
Mesolithic artefacts such as platform cores with bladelet
removals, including retouched and truncated blades. Highly
fragmented bone and charred hazelnut shell were also found
eroding from the sides of the ditch. A fragment of charred
hazelnut shell was submitted for radiocarbon dating and
returned a date of 5350 +/- 50 BP (BETA 264734). This is the
very end of the Mesolithic period and consequently the site
may provide crucial information about the transition to the
Neolithic. In August 2010 an archaeological evaluation of the
site by test-pitting and excavation established the presence
of a black organic-rich horizon from which several thousand
chipped stone artefacts were collected, along with charred
plant remains and highly fragmented bone.
Archive: Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte, Islay
Funder: University of Reading

Killean and Kilchenzie
Glencreggan
Controlled topsoil strip
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 6728 3829 A controlled topsoil strip of a new driveway
on 17 April 2010 recorded no features or deposits of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Bergius

Kilmartin
Glen Moine
Cup-marked rock
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Cup- and ring-marked rock, Glennan

Leckuary
Cup-marked rock (possible)
George Currie
NR 87807 95724 A rock in the field to the N of Leckuary Farm
bears three shallow possible cup marks.

Kilmichael Glassary
Achnaba
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 89692 87174 (centred on) A walkover survey was
conducted 10–13 August 2010 prior to the start of proposed
forestry planting. Various banks/walls and tracks associated
with the township of Achnaba and the farmstead of
Achnaleppin were recorded, as well as clearance cairns. Two,
possibly three, later medieval(?) longhouses were noted.
A burial cairn and other potential associated prehistoric
features were also recorded. All heights are given in relation
to the OD.
NR 89714 87844 (116–97m) Bank 18th or 19th century(?)
(S1)
NR 89734 87873 (139m) Bank 17th/18th/19th century(?)
(S2)
NR 89968 87782 (115m) to NR 90047 87845 (120m) Bank
17th/18th/19th century(?) (S3)
NR 90004 87673 (107m) to NR 90026 87672 (104m) to NR
90071 87717 (98m) Bank 18th/19th century(?) (S4)
NR 89953 87263 (83m) to NR 89884 87289 (88m) Bank
17th/18th/19th century(?) (S5)
NR 90064 87450 (83m) to NR 89872 87297 (94m) Track
17th/18th century(?) (S6)
NR 90012 87389 (97m) to NR 89991 87346 (84m) Bank
17th/18th century(?) (S7)
NR 89930 87390 (90m) Clearance cairn 17th/18th/19th
century(?) (S8)
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NR 89943 87455 to NR 89932 87564 (81m) to NR 89897
87593 (97m) Branch NR 89946 87500 (85m) ends at NR
89896 87460 Bank 17th/18th century (S9)
NR 89905 87476 (105m) Burial cairn (NR88NE 11) Bronze
Age (S10)
NR 89875 87490 (107m) Cairn, clearance cairn
17th/18th/19th century/prehistoric(?) (S11)
NR 89863 87486 (102m) Cairn, clearance cairn
17th/18th/19th century/prehistoric(?) (S12)
NR 89844 87452 (75m) Cairn(?) Structure(?)
Prehistoric/17th/18th/19th century(?) (S13)
NR 89903 87436 (100m) Bank? 17th/18th/19th century(?) or
prehistoric (S14)
NR 89869 87729 (107m) Track 18th/19th century (S15)
NR 89804 87684 (111m) to NR 89773 87719 (116m) to NR
89855 87713 (119m) Track Pre-dates (15). 18th century(?)
(S16)
NR 89708 87587 (95m) Bank 18th/19th century(?) (S17)
NR 89703 87575 (93m) Track 18th/19th century (S18)
NR 89727 87529 (89m) Structure (NR88NE 68) 18th/19th
century (S19)
NR 89719 87515 (85m) Bridge 18th/19th century (S20)
NR 89712 87346 (85m) to NR 89791 87356 (87m) Bank
17th/18th/19th century (S21)
NR 89812 87312 (88m) Clearance cairn 18th/19th century
(S22)
NR 89692 87174 (79m) Township (Achnaba NR88NE 21)
18th/19th century (S23)
NR 89650 87093 (71m) Bank 18th/19th century (S24)
NR 89659 87260 (83m) Ford 18th/19th century (S25)
NR 89631 87375 (70m) Track 18th/19th century (S26)
NR 89690 87454 (91m) Track 17th/18th/19th century (S27)
NR 89622 87295 (94m) Structure 17th/18th/19th century
(S28)
NR 89572 87259 (93m) to NR 89642 87236 (84m) Wall
17th/18th/19th century (S29)
NR 89606 87250 (97m) ends at NR 89585 87126 (81m)

Bank 17th/18th/19th century (S30)
NR 89434 86964 (99m), entrance at NR 89500 86937 Bank
18th/19th century (S31)
NR 89434 86964 (99m) Track 18th/19th century (S32)
NR 89479 86931 (100m) Enclosure 18th/19th century (S33)
NR 89479 86931 (100m) Farmstead (NR88NE 58) 18th/19th
century (S34)
NR 89513 86809 (66m) Bank 18th/19th century (S35)
NR 89448 86763 (79m) Structure, longhouse 17th/18th
century(?) (S36)
NR 89423 86743 (69m) Structure/longhouse(?) 17th/18th
century(?) (S37)
NR 89373 86654 (59m) Bank 17th/18th/19th century(?)
(S38)
NR 89352 86701 Clearance cairn 17th/18th/19th century(?)
(S39)
NR 89472 86800 (43m) Structure(?) 17th/18th/19th
century(?) (S40)
NR 89199 86636 (104m) Bank 17th/18th century(?) (S41)
NR 89245 86734 (149m) Track 17th/18th/19th century (S42)
NR 89452 87262 (100m) Bank 17th/18th/19th century(?)
(S43)
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

Dunamuck Cottage (DC 1–2)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NR 84028 91206 120m NW of Dunamuck the southern edge
of a stretch of bedrock bears one cup mark 50 x 14mm.
NR 84026 91192 15m S of the above the remains of a
dynamited rock bears a single cup mark at the SE.
Killinochonoch Hill, Kilmartin Glen
Watching brief and excavation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 8392 9570 A ring ditch roundhouse was discovered during

The ring ditch roundhouse, Killinochonoch Hill
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a controlled topsoil strip at Killinochonoch Hill. The ring ditch
was surrounded by a series of postholes and pits, with a possible
porch located on the SE side. A total of 10 postholes were
recorded within the ring ditch. These were present prior to the
ring ditch being filled with cobbles and stone tools (including
an inverted saddle quern) and then capped by various ashy silt
deposits. A possible hearth feature was located in the centre
of the roundhouse and another later hearth lay over the ring
ditch fills. Fragments of prehistoric pottery were recovered
from some of the postholes and the ditch fills. The ring ditch
roundhouse probably dates from the Bronze or Iron Age. This
is a significant site as it is the first domestic prehistoric site to
be recorded and excavated within Kilmartin Glen. This work
was carried out 13 May–4 June 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Pascoe

Kilmodan
Auchnagarran Overhead Line
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NS 0064 8215 A watching brief was maintained on 27 May
2010, during the machine excavation of a trench for a new
electricity pole at Auchnagarran. The pole was located in
a pasture field c10m S of a standing stone (NS08SW 8).
Nothing of archaeological significance was recorded in the
trench, which contained 0.25m of topsoil overlying fluvioglacial deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy plc

Kilmore and Kilbride
Ardoran Plot 1
Survey and recording
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NM 8553 2509 An earthwork survey and controlled topsoil
strip were undertaken 1 March–29 April 2010 on the site of
a new house. The site area was found to contain a former
settlement and areas of cultivation. Four buildings, with a
possible fifth underlying one of them and two enclosures,
defined by low grass covered banks, were recorded between
rock outcrops.
The 1st Edition OS 1:10,560 map of 1875 shows one roofed
building, several structures and a track. The track is shown
entering the site from the N and running SE from the roofed
building (A) to a partly roofed building (B). Evidence of this
track was seen on the ground, but the recorded track was
curved, not straight as shown on the map.
Only the footings of building A were found to survive in
2010. The building had been built of large, dressed local
stone, with a single central doorway facing S. This is typical
of 19th-century estate construction and it was probably built
for a shepherd. If this interpretation is correct, it may be that
the enclosure lying to its E represents the remains of a sheep
pen. Building A appeared to stand on the site of an earlier,
longer house on the same alignment, although the evidence
was obscured by rubble spreads.
Only the footings survived of building B, which was built
of rough, undressed field stone, with a central doorway
facing N. The building was shown as unroofed apart from
at its E end on the OS map and it is tempting to see this roof
as a kennel for sheepdogs, although there no evidence to
support this theory. There may be the remains of an attached
enclosure, perhaps a kailyard, to the S.
The grass-covered footings of a third rectangular building
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(C), which does not appear on the OS map, lay at 90° to, and
E of Building A. The construction details and entrances were
unclear and obscured by vegetation, but it was probably
timber framed with turf infill on a rough base of undressed
field stone. It may have been a barn associated with Building
A’s predecessor.
A fourth, completely unroofed building (D), with an
attached yard is shown on a rocky knoll due S of Building
A on the 1st Edition map. Only the grass-covered footings of
what appeared to be an earlier building were seen in 2010.
Despite the presence of rubble heaps the quantity of stone
seemed small for a stone built cottage, so this also may have
been a timber framed building with a turf infill.
The buildings were located around a central area of former
arable land and provide evidence of a former fermtoun
(Easter Ardowran), shown on Roy’s map (1747–1755) and
replaced in the 19th century by an estate shepherd, housed in
Building A. This is consistent with the description in the Old
(1791–1799) and the New (1834–1845) Statistical Accounts
of Scotland of the raising of rents and depopulation in the
parish, followed by agricultural improvement.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: James Smith

Dalnacabaig Annex
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 90693 24095 A watching brief was carried out 3
February–8 March 2010 during the excavation of strip
foundations for a new house. The excavations recorded three
layers of silty gravel colluvium within a natural hollow. The
lower colluvium contained flecks of charcoal and was clearly
derived from cultivated soils associated with lazy beds on a
slope to the E of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Coates

Dunstaffnage Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NM 8813 3422 A watching brief was undertaken on 28 July
2010 during the excavation of a trench for a new sign. The
trench fill contained modern material which suggested
that the area had probably been landscaped in the late 20th
century. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dunstaffnage Marine Science Park
Excavation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 87878 34063 An initial 8% evaluation of the development
site followed by a full excavation, undertaken 13 May–4
June 2010, recorded two clusters of archaeological remains
on a low hill overlooking Dunstaffnage Bay. The features
consisted of a posthole alignment (possible structure), a four
post structure with a possible ancillary post built structure at
its southern end, and a series of gullies and numerous pits,
many of which contained fire-cracked stone and/or charcoal.
A linear alignment of pits (many containing charcoal) ran
along a natural boundary that defines the higher dry ground
from lower, damper ground. A change in the direction of this
alignment was marked by a crouched infant inhumation, set
in a cobble-lined oval pit.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Rok Prime Contracting Ltd
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Glenshellach
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 8500 2845 An 8% evaluation undertaken 8–13 July 2010
on phase six of a development recorded a series of prehistoric
postholes, ditches/gullies, possible stone walls and buried
soils beneath a substantial accumulation of colluvium.
A later, probably 18th-century farmstead/township was
also evaluated. This consisted of at least three longhouses
(one of largely turf construction), a smaller rectangular
structure, at least two lean-to structures (set against natural
bedrock ridges), a series of stone and earthen banks forming
enclosures and four clearance cairns. One of the cairns was
extremely large and may have much earlier origins.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: MacLeod Construction Ltd

Loch Feochan, Overhead Line Renewal
Watching briefs
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
Watching briefs were kept in February and July 2010 during
the excavation of trenches at several locations along a power
line around Loch Feochan to the S of Oban, during work
related to its refurbishment. Replacement pole trenches were
located at NM 86210 27458, NM 87711 27393, NM 88061
26987, NM 88302 24777, NM 89093 24659, NM 89315 24359
and NM 85714 25710. A stay trench was excavated at NM
88064 26938 and a cable trench dug between the pole at NM
88061 26987 and a house at NM 88056 26975. The overhead
line was replaced by an underground one between NM 83012
23301 and NM 82968 23223.
Nothing of archaeological significance was found in any of
the trenches.

stone artefacts. This collection contained a relatively high
frequency of bladelets and platform cores with a variety of
retouched pieces including notches, scrapers, awls and burins.
Mithen learned of these artefacts in 2005 and identified the
assemblage as being of a distinct typology characteristic of
the Mesolithic in western Scotland. An evaluation of the
site undertaken in 2007 and 2010 revealed a dense cluster of
features of various sizes interpreted as stakeholes, postholes,
rubbish pits and hearths. Charred plant material recovered
from the fill of a feature was radiocarbon dated to 7830 +/80 BP (BETA 221401) establishing Creit Dhu as one of the
earliest known archaeological sites in western Scotland.
Archive: Mull Museum, Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Funder: University of Reading

Staffa
Survey
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NM 3243 3545 As part of a National Trust for Scotland Thistle
Camp volunteers undertook a survey of the remains of the
structure on Staffa, using photography, an EDM and a plane
table. This survey was carried out on 3 June 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy plc

Scottish Association for Marine Science, Dunstaffnage
Evaluation
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NM 87960 34162 An evaluation was carried out 16–18
November 2009 prior to development. No features pre-dating
the 20th century were recorded in any of the evaluation
trenches, which contained c0.65m of brown sandy topsoil
overlying yellow raised beach deposits.
Archive: Held by FAS until deposited in RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Association for Marine Science

Kilninian and Kilmore
Glen Bellart, Mull
Survey
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NM 4851 4525 to NM 4507 5800 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 18 February 2010 along part of the proposed
route of a haul road in Glen Bellart, on the SW side of the
River Bellart. Three discrete areas of settlement, comprising
field systems containing rig and furrow cultivation remains,
shielings and other structural remains, boundary walls and
a trackway were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: North West Mull Community Woodland Company Ltd

Inner Hebrides Mesolithic Project (IHMP) – Creit Dhu, Mull
Excavation
Steven Mithen and Karen Wicks – University of Reading
NM 4093 5318 Creit Dhu was discovered in 2000 by the
landowner, Mr Billy Smith, who collected c1000 chipped

NTS Thistle Camp volunteers recording the remains of a structure on Staffa

St Marys, Tobermory, Mull
Watching brief
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services
NM 49990 55206 A watching brief was undertaken 26–27
November 2009 during site clearance and topsoil stripping
of a c283sqm area for a single house, parking area and
driveway. The only remains recorded dated to the late 19th
and 20th centuries.
Archive: Held by FAS until deposited in RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs D Broad

Tigh na Mara, Dervaig, Mull
Watching brief
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services
NM 4285 5186 Two watching briefs were undertaken on 29
May 2006 and 10 February 2008 on the site of two proposed
houses between the Dun at Torr a Mhainaich (NM45SW
17) and the loch shore. The field had been cultivated for
potatoes and the remains of potato trenches and storage
pits were identified. A single field drain was also recorded.
Three fragments of beach pebble flint, one of which was a
waste flake, were recovered from the ploughsoil. The local
machine operator commented that flint was frequent in fields
around Croig on the W shore of the loch. The ploughsoil
also contained ceramics and glass from the 19th and 20th
centuries.
Archive: Held by FAS until deposited in RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Iain Duffy (DM06) and Mr Calum Duffy (DM08)
45

Argyll and Bute

Lochgoilhead and Kilmorich
Airigh na Creige
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NN 22000 00740 (vicinity of) This site is outside the S edge
of the forest in Coire Odhair on the N-facing slope of a broad
open corrie below Cnoc Coinnich at an altitude of 320m.
There are 14 dry stone structures, shielings and smaller
structures, some probably stores. They are spread over a
broad area c90m E–W and 80m N–S. Measurements given
are external, except where otherwise indicated.
On the steeply sloping N bank of a tributary flowing E to
W are three dry stone structures on the water’s edge near
NN 2204 0078: A, B and C from E to W. A is rectangular,
6.2m long perpendicular to the burn, and 3.6m wide, and has
broad walls 0.8m wide and up to 0.8m high. It is constructed
of large boulders. There is an entrance gap in the middle of
the W wall. There is a clear rectangular compartment in the
NE corner. About 10m W of it is B, which is oval, 3.7 x 2.8m,
with walls 0.6m wide and up to 0.7m high. It is built into the
bank, and there is an entrance gap on the E side. C is 6m W
of B, much disturbed and unclear, 2.8m parallel to the burn,
and 2.3m wide, the short side built into the bank. S of that
group, at NN 22013 00732, is an oval twinning pen D, 2.5 x
2.0m, built up against a large boulder, and 6m NNW of D is a
low near-circular stone setting E, 2.8 x 2.4m externally.
The main group of four generally larger structures (F, G, H
and J) is uphill from D and 12–25m S and SW of it, on the
E bank of a second tributary running S to N and joining the
first 30–40m from the forest edge. The nearest structure to D
is F, 12m SW of D, 5 x 3.6m, with walls 0.7m wide and up
to 1m high and long axis WNW–ESE. G is 6m E of F, and
is a small low rectangular structure built up against a large
boulder, with an entrance gap at the opposite WNW end. It
is 1.6m wide and 2.5m long from the boulder to the outside
of the opposite wall. Also abutting a large boulder is H, 16m
SE of F, near-circular, 3m in diameter, with walls 0.6m wide.
The larger rectangular structure J is 13m W of H, 5.7 x 4.4m,
with walls 0.6m wide and up to 0.6m high, the walls are well
preserved.
The remaining five structures, K, L, M, N and P are on
higher ground on the W side of the burn. The largest is K,
13m W of J, 8.5 x 3.5m, long axis N–S, with walls 0.5m
wide and up to 1.1m high. A cross wall 4.8m from the S end
of K divides it into two compartments. There are possible
entrances into each compartment in the W walls. It has an
annexe attached to the N end bounded by a semicircular
wall and extending 2.2m from the main building. L consists
of the low remains of a smaller rectangular structure 9m
W of K and similarly oriented N–S. It is 4.0 x 2.9m, with
walls 0.6m wide and up to 0.4m high. Attached to the S end
of the long W wall of L and extending 2m at 90° to it is a
semicircular annexe 2.3m long. Two low structures M and
N lie 13m further W. M is oval, 3.6 x 2.4m, consisting of a
single layer of boulders. N is 2m to the N of it, rectangular,
4.2 x 3.8m, with walls 0.6m wide and up to 0.7m high. The
W wall is slightly curved. The last structure, P, is 6m farther
W, a small roughly circular setting of stones 2m in diameter
with a central hollow, on a small mound.
Allt an Tòrra
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 2060 9303 About 100m ESE of the farmstead on the Allt
Reinan and just S of the Allt an Tòrra is a large low platform
12m square close to the Loch Goil shore, with a similar
46

10m square platform adjacent to it on the S containing
the foundations of a large house or hut. A third structure,
a 1.3m broad turf and stone bank bounding a raised area
c6.3msq, lies a few metres farther S; it is clearly of different
construction, and is probably earlier and unrelated to the
platforms. The bank is absent from the loch-facing E side but
stone walling is visible in the front slope
The OS 25” map shows that in the survey of 1866 there
was a small rectangular structure S of the Allt an Tòrra which
was attached to the S end of a large enclosure stretching up
to the burn; it is not shown on the 6” map of the same date.
It may be that it is related to the turf and stone bank. The OS
1” maps of 1897 and 1907 show nothing, but the 1927 map
shows two rectangular structures in that position that may be
related to the large square platforms.
The N 12 x 12m platform is featureless. However, at the
front E side of the 10 x 10m platform is a rectangular 8.7 x
4.5m foundation, a hollow with stone round the perimeter.
There is a stone hearth at the N end and concrete steps at the
front. The absence of any significant concentrations of stone
in the vicinity suggests that the structure on this foundation
may have been a wooden house, or perhaps a WW2 hut
erected on the site of the 1927 structures.
Allt Coire Odhair
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NN 22911 02919 The site contains at least eight dry stone
structures: rectangular, circular and oval. It is in a clearing
just S of the forestry road, on the N side of a tributary of the
Allt Coire Odhair. The tributary runs from NW to SE at this
point; the larger structures lie along the edge of the burn,
3–4m from it. Four additional structures were identified,
more distant from the burn, on the same side.
The most prominent, easily visible from the road, is A,
3.5m from the burn. It stands up to 2m high, with walls 0.5m
wide. It may have been roofed with the corrugated iron that
lies on the ground adjacent to it. It consists of three sides of
a rectangle. The front, open, side is 3.5m wide externally and
faces away from the burn. Its depth is 2.3m. The ends of the
front wall sections are well preserved, and there has been no
tied-in cross wall.
At a distance of 24m from A downstream, on the edge
of the burn, is B, a low (0.8m high) oval setting of large
boulders. It measures 5.0 x 4.2m externally with walls 0.6m
wide; the long axis is parallel to the burn.
A further 21m downstream from B is a rectangular dry stone
structure C, up to 1m high, containing massive boulders. It
is 5.4 x 3.7m externally, with walls 0.7m wide. There is a
doorway 0.6m wide in the long (front) wall farthest from the
burn. In the interior, the substantial tumble up against the
back wall may be a collapsed twinning pen. An annexe with
a curved end wall extends 3m from the downstream SE end.
Between B and C, and about 5m upstream from C are the
faint traces of a possible circular dry stone structure of 3.5m
external diameter. At a distance of 8m from it, away from the
burn, is a small mounded circular structure of 2m external
diameter, with a central hollow. In the same direction, 13m
farther on across a small burn or drainage ditch, is a low oval
dry stone structure 4.0 x 2.8m externally, aligned N–S, on a
low mound. There is a doorway 0.5m wide on the W side.
The walls are low and spread, and the width uncertain.
On the burn’s edge 12m upstream of A, and the nearest
structure to the forestry track, is a low quasi-rectangular dry
stone structure D, 3.5m long parallel to the burn, 2.7m wide
at the upstream end, broadening to 3.4m at the lower end.
There is a 0.6m wide gap in the NW end wall.
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About 10m to the NE of D is a horseshoe-shaped 2 x 2.4m
dry stone structure about 2 layers high, open at the NE end.
A wall or dyke curves for a few metres from the SE side. A
few metres S of it is a faint horseshoe-shaped structure, 2.9 x
2.5m, open at the SE end but jumbled and unclear.
Allt Reinain
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 2053 9308 On raised ground on the S side of the Allt
Reinain and 8m W of the possible Early Christian enclosure
(DES 1997, 22), are the remains of a small farmstead. It
consists of a probable house A with a large yard attached on
the E side, and three associated rectangular structures B, C
and D, all of dry stone construction. The short walls of A and
the long walls of C are aligned roughly N (340°) towards the
burn; B and D are near-square, with a similar orientation. In
the following, measurements are external.
The S long wall of the yard measures 16m, with an entrance
near the W end. The 8m long E wall extends to the burn; the
11.5m long W wall extends to meet the long S wall of the
house A. N of A, the W side of the yard also extends to the
burn, bounded by the E and N walls of A, the E wall of B,
which is on the burn’s edge, and an extension of the W wall
of A towards B. There is a gap between this wall and B.
House A is 10.0 x 5.4m, standing up to 0.9m high with
walls 0.8m wide. The N and S walls have opposing gaps
about 4m from the W end. The interior is divided into three
compartments. A narrow 1.3m wide W compartment whose
separating wall has an entrance at the S end, and two 3.3m
compartments separated by a short wall that extends only to
the middle of the structure.
B is NW of A, 3.9 x 3.5m, composed of large boulders. Its
S wall is largely absent. C is of substantial build, 7.7 x 4.8m,
perpendicular to A and 3m W of B. It stands up to 0.8m high
with walls 0.6m wide. There is much tumbled stone at the N
end. D is a very ruinous low structure, composed of massive
boulders, c5.4 x 4.5m, with the S wall and much of the W
wall missing.
Ardgartan Hotel
Watching brief
Tamlin Barton – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 2728 0280 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out
8–22 February 2010 during topsoil stripping associated with
the construction of a hotel. The site was considered of interest
as it is located on an alluvial fan which may have been a
focus for prehistoric activity. The only features recorded
related to services for a former Youth Hostel (demolished)
adjacent to the site. No significant archaeological features or
finds were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Neil Wells

Ardkinglas
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 17428 10000 An 8% evaluation of a proposed housing
development on 21–22 September 2010 revealed a single
spread of ash, c0.6 x 0.7m, in a very shallow scoop. No other
features of archaeological interest were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Sumsion

Coire Odhar, The Brack
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry

NN 23515 03269 This site is in Coire Odhair, at the foot of
the hill named The Brack. It is on the NE edge of and within
the forest, which is bounded by a fence. Within the fence
are three rectangular dry stone structures: a substantial dry
stone building A outside the forest edge and 5m from the
fence. Inside the forest is B 26m WSW of A, and C, 22m SW
of A. Three rock shelters identified by walling lie 20m SW
of C in a jumble of large boulders. Farther outside the forest
is a low turf and stone horseshoe-shaped structure D which
lies 4m outside the fence. A small burn runs ENE to WSW to
the N of C and the rock shelters and to the S of A, B and D.
Measurements are external, except where otherwise noted.
At NN 23515 03269 is A, 5.3 x 3.0m, with the longer sides
parallel to the burn. It is composed of large, medium and
small boulders with smaller stones stacked on top. It stands
up to 0.7m high, with walls roughly 0.5m wide. There is a
possible doorway in the S long wall and a twinning pen in
the NW corner.
B is about 3.5msq, 0.4m high, with walls 0.6m wide and
also parallel to the burn; there is a possible twinning pen in
the NW corner.
C is of substantial build, composed of large boulders. It is
5.5m NW–SE and 3.4m NE–SW, with 0.6m wide walls up to
1.2m high. The NE long wall is badly broken; a sheep creep
is in the SE short wall.
Within a group of massive boulders 20m SW of C,
overhangs have been used as rock shelters, as suggested
by the low walling in front; there are three adjacent to each
other. The central shelter has an overhang 3m high, with
a curved line of boulders about 0.4m wide forming a low
front wall 4m long bounding an area 2.3m deep. The shelter
on the W is 1.6m high with a 1.6m space bounded by a 4m
length of low walling. That on the E is smaller, with a 3m
wall enclosing a 0.8m deep space.
Outside the fence, at the foot of the open hillside, is D, a
low horseshoe-shaped stone and turf bank 0.6m wide, 0.5m
high, and 3.3m long with open SW end 3m wide that contains
a flat stone set on edge transversely across the opening.
Knap, Loch Long
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 20494 90730 On the S bank of the Knap Burn is an
L-shaped complex of conjoined buildings and an extensive
sheepfold complex. It is shown on the OS 25” map from
the 1865 survey. The main and best preserved building is
a rectangular house A at NS 20494 90730 measuring 8.5 x
5.5m externally that has been converted from a house to a
byre. The exterior walls are mortared and the inside walls are
plastered. The floor is concrete, with drains. Narrow wooden
vertical beams form four animal stalls and are connected to
the roof beams that support a corrugated asbestos roof. The
house front, which faces S, has a central entrance flanked by
a window on each side. Inside, there is a large niche at the
S end of the E wall, and a possible blocked doorway at the
S end of the W wall. There are vents in the N and W walls.
Attached to the rear of A is an outhouse 4.5 x 2.1m
externally, with a doorway 0.9m wide at the E end and a
slant roof that survives in damaged form. It appears to have
been a later addition as it does not appear on the 25” map.
At the W end, the outhouse abuts a large ruined dry stone
building B, 12.7 x 5.0m externally, with long axis N–S. The
S gable of B survives to 3m high. Attached to the gable is
a surviving 1.7m stretch of the E wall that terminates at a
doorway, while the remainder of the walls of B are only low
ruins. The E wall of B and the W wall of A are aligned, but
do not connect, a filled-in gap may be a possible doorway.
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View of Ben Ime cottage from SW (at NN 2373 0937), Our Houses – Their Stories, Cairndow

This section is now inside and forms part of the W wall of
the small outhouse.
The main house/byre has a rectangular dry stone annexe C
at the W end 8.6m long N–S and 4.5m wide. It has a window
in the S wall. The W wall has a niche at the S end and a
possible window to the N of it. The N wall is formed by the
gable of the long dry stone building B. The entrance to this
annexe appears to have been through the now blocked-in
gap at the W end of the later small outhouse. To the NE of
B is a large yard enclosed by dry stone walls. To the W is an
extensive sheepfold complex with pens and a sheep dip.
Our Houses – Their Stories, Cairndow
Standing building recording
Thomas Addyman and Tanja Romankiewicz – Addyman
Archaeology
NN 18134 10937 (centred on) As part of the local community
history project ‘Our Houses – Their Stories’ which is integral
to the wider ‘Here We Are’ community project at Cairndow,
a total of 47 houses were assessed and photographically
recorded in January–November 2010. The selection of
houses included typical examples of all periods within the
parish, including 18th- and 19th-century Ardkinglas Estate
houses, shooting lodges, derelict 19th-century cottages, the
18th-century and later Cairndow Inn, 19th-century houses
and recent and newly-built structures, which were included
to complete a representative record of the community’s
houses. Some estate houses were associated with well
known architects such as Robert Lorimer or Ian Lindsay
and still preserve period-detailing such as brass fixtures and
woodwork. Other, often heavily modified buildings preserved
vernacular details, such as evidence for cruck construction.
A major proportion of the houses surveyed were of mid-19thcentury date, built to a notably homogenous general ‘estate
pattern’, with common construction methods, materials
and planning. Other recognisable groupings of construction
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activity included the early 20th-century buildings designed
or refurbished by Lorimer, associated with or following the
construction of Ardkinglas House; and estate works to preexisting buildings in the late 1930s, 1950s and 1960s. Enough
examples were studied to permit a reconstruction of a ‘typical
dwelling’ for periods from the late 18th to mid-20th century.
The work produced photographic and written records of
each property. These will form part of a database recording
the architectural and social history of the Cairndow
community. It is intended that this information will become
both an online resource and feature in a touring exhibition.
Archive: Here We Are, Cairndow and RCAHMS
Funder: Here We Are community project

North Bute
Cnoc an Rath/Tomenraw, Bute
Watching brief and consolidation
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme (DBLPS)
NS 05363 67274 A programme of works was undertaken
April 2009–May 2010 at Cnoc an Rath as part of a four year
programme to consolidate the scheduled ancient monuments
on Bute. The planned consolidation forms part of a wider
programme of landscape enhancement facilitated by the
DBLPS.
A watching brief was undertaken in April 2009 during
topsoil stripping for a new all-access walking and cycling
path. The path was created broadly on the line of the disused
Port Bannatyne to Ettrick Bay tramway and part of it skirted
the E, S and W boundaries of Cnoc an Rath. No features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Consolidation work was then undertaken to stabilise
the surrounding dry stone boundary wall and repair the
stonework and iron railings of the 19th-century tomb of James
Hamilton of Kames. A photographic survey of both features
was conducted prior to the start of this work.
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Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Argyll and Bute Council and Historic
Scotland

Quein, Bute
Evaluation
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NS 05827 59236 A two week community archaeology
programme was undertaken at Quein in June and July 2010,
as part of the wider audit and enhancement of archaeological
resources programme facilitated by the DBLPS.
The site had been surveyed by the Buteshire Natural
History Society as part of the RCAHMS Scotland’s Rural
Past project and consists of a rectangular structure within
a sub-circular enclosure. The four trenches excavated at
the enclosure wall and the central building aimed to build
on information provided by the previous survey and to
answer three questions. What date was the building, was it
contemporary with the surrounding enclosure and did the
site represent a previously undocumented chapel.
Excavation demonstrated that the structure and the
enclosure wall were broadly contemporary and that the
wall of the structure consisted of a well made clay bonded
rubble core wall, faced on both sides with dressed stone.
Several artefacts were recovered, including a stone spindle
whorl/loom weight or fishing weight, a piece of green glazed
medieval pottery, several fragments of corroded iron objects,
a rubbing stone, and a possible glass bead. This evidence
suggests that the site is more likely to be a later medieval
building than an Early Christian church.
Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Argyll and Bute Council and Historic
Scotland

Scalpsie Access Steps, Bute
Watching brief
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NS 0519 5843 A watching brief was carried out in June 2010
during the reinstatement and improvement of access steps
at Ardscalpsie, within the scheduled area of Thom’s Water
Cuts. There were no features or finds of archaeological
significance. The access improvements formed part of the
wider audit and enhancement of archaeological resources
programme facilitated by the DBLPS.
Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Argyll and Bute Council and Historic
Scotland

Scalpsie Barrow, Bute
Excavation
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NS 05954 58736 A three week community archaeology
programme was undertaken at Scalpsie Barrow in August and
September 2010, as part of the wider audit and enhancement
of archaeological resources programme facilitated by the
DBLPS.
The site comprises a sub-circular earth and stone mound,
c15m in diameter and c1m high. A previous excavation by
TH Bryce in 1903 had identified the presence of a central cist
containing a cremation deposit, food vessel, flint knife and a
jet bead. The current project aimed to identify the extent of
subsequent rabbit and root damage to the monument and to
locate and excavate the original trench dug by Bryce.
Excavation of the NE quadrant of the barrow revealed a
complex stratigraphic sequence. Phase 1 is represented by
the construction of a presumed surrounding ditch, an internal
kerb of sub-rounded and sub-angular cobbles, and the slight

enhancement of a natural sandy knoll. A burning episode
at the northern end of the site (phase 2) produced a deposit
of charcoal and partially vitrified sand and stone which
abutted the kerb and filled the ditch. These deposits were
then covered with a larger earthen mound (phase 3), which
was revetted with a kerb of sub-rounded and sub-angular
large cobbles, internal to the phase 1 kerb. The site was then
covered with a layer of turf (phase 4), although it is unclear at
present whether this was natural or anthropogenic in origin.
No trace of an earlier excavation trench was observed outside
of a central ‘hole’, presumably dug by Bryce to recover the
cist and contents.
The key relationships between the construction phases of
the barrow, the cist and the deposition of a partially intact
beaker style pottery vessel found in the centre of the barrow
were, unfortunately, largely obscured by rabbit damage
and Bryce’s excavation trench. However, it is provisionally
suggested on the basis of the available evidence that phases 1
and 2 are related to the deposition of the beaker style pottery,
and that phase 3 is related to the construction of the cist
excavated by Bryce. More detailed post-excavation analysis
is required to clarify these provisional findings.
Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Argyll and Bute Council and Historic
Scotland

Scalpsie Viewing Platform, Bute
Watching brief
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NS 0515 5838 A watching brief was carried out on 7 and 14
June 2010 during the excavation of foundations for an allaccess viewing platform at Ardscalpsie, within the scheduled
area of Thom’s Water Cuts. The excavations consisted of
three square pier bases and a long foundation trench. There
were no features or finds of archaeological significance.
The access improvements formed part of the wider audit
and enhancement of archaeological resources programme
facilitated by the DBLPS.
Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Argyll and Bute Council and Historic
Scotland

St Michael’s Chapel, Bute
Consolidation and recording
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NR 99240 70579 A programme of works was undertaken in
August 2009 and March and July 2010 at St Michael’s Chapel
as part of a four year programme to consolidate the scheduled
ancient monuments on Bute. The planned consolidation
forms part of a wider programme of landscape enhancement
facilitated by the DBLPS.
Consolidation works were undertaken in three main
phases. The replenishment of the clay bonding of the chapel
walls and repairs to the soft topping of the walls, the repair
of the surrounding boundary wall and the consolidation of
eroding areas on the SW slope of the site.
The record for the site was enhanced by the production
of a plan of the archaeological remains that were actively
eroding from sections on the SW side of the chapel enclosure.
This recording, which complimented earlier archaeological
recording undertaken by Addyman et al in 2007, was
achieved with the assistance of community volunteers, and
formed part of a wider programme providing archaeological
training opportunities for members of the local community.
Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland, Heritage Lottery Fund and Argyll and
Bute Council
49

Argyll and Bute/Clackmannanshire
St Ninian’s Chapel, Bute
Survey, recording and consolidation
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NS 03489 61262 A programme of works was undertaken
February–March 2009 at St Ninian’s Chapel as part of a
four year programme to consolidate the scheduled ancient
monuments on Bute. The planned consolidation forms part
of a wider programme of landscape enhancement facilitated
by the DBLPS.
A geo-referenced topographic survey of the chapel and its
immediate environs was produced by GUARD. A scale plan
of the existing chapel ruins and elevations of the internal
wall faces was produced by Paul Duffy. Consolidation works
focused on the replenishment of the clay bonding of the
chapel walls and repairs to the soft topping, to aid in the
protection of the site from the action of water percolation and
runoff. Displaced stones that could be identified from archive
photographs were replaced and one loose stone was reset.
An area of collapse on the S wall was also repaired, using
sympathetic but identifiable fabric consolidation.
Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland, Heritage Lottery Fund and Argyll and
Bute Council

North Knapdale
Learg Mhor
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NR 72403 85692 A prominent boulder 2.3 x 1.8 x 1.1m at the
northern end of Learg Mhor bears at least nine shallow cup
marks.

Rhu
Lomond School
Evaluation
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NS 2845 8330 An evaluation was undertaken 19–21 February
2008 in advance of the construction of a sports hall on a
playing field at Lomond School. The excavation of 284sqm
revealed extensive land drainage features and earlier rig and
furrow agriculture. The earliest recovered artefacts dated to
the mid-19th century.
Archive: Held by FAS until deposited in RCAHMS
Funder: Lomond School

Rothesay
Bogany Road, Rothesay
Watching brief
Diane Gorman – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 0980 6529 A watching brief was carried out on 28 July
2010 during groundbreaking works associated with the
construction of a house. An area of c10 x 8.9m was reduced
by 0.3–1.0m. No significant archaeological deposits were
recorded and all finds related to late 19th- or 20th-century use
of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: George Hanson (Building Contractors) Ltd

South Knapdale
Eilean Mór
Walkover survey
Heather F James – GUARD
NR 666 752 A walkover survey carried out 7–9 March 2010 of
50

Eilean Mór identified at least 55 new features. These included
a new, possibly early-medieval structure, and a ‘possible’
structure on the NE peninsula. An extensive field system in
the N, consisting of dry stone field walls, rig and furrow and
numerous clearance cairns was mapped and recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Tiree
Druim Nan Caorach
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD
NM 0785 4888 A watching brief was carried out 27–28 January
2010. The work conducted on site prior to the archaeologist’s
arrival had disturbed the NNW corner of a stone circle and a
possible enclosure.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Heanish Machair
Survey
Darko Maričević – University of Reading
NM 0376 4368 In the 1962 volume of DES Fred Tebbutt reported
the discovery of ‘an irregular semi-circle of large stones
which appear to form part of a circle 30 feet in diameter’, in
an eroding mound on Heanish machair. He observed that the
structure was dug into ‘an older shell midden layer’ in which
he found animal bones, flint scrapers, wood ash and pottery
sherds, which he thought were probably Bronze Age. The
pottery was placed in the National Museum in Edinburgh,
but no further work was carried out and the eroded part
of the mound returned to grass concealing any sign of the
midden or the stone structure.
In an attempt to learn more about the site and the associated
finds a gradiometer survey was carried out in Heanish
on 17–18 August 2010. Nine NW–SE orientated 30 x 30m
grids were surveyed using a Bartington Grad-601 fluxgate
gradiometer at 1m traverse spacing. Four of the grids were
placed over the mound and another five over the adjacent
coastal strip of machair, which is affected by active wind
and sea erosion. No definitive archaeological anomalies were
found in the surveyed part of the coastal strip. However, a
further survey of areas to the S that are threatened by erosion
is recommended. The survey of the mound succeeded in
locating Tebbutt’s structure, which for the main part encloses
a circular space between 10–15m in diameter, but also has a
projection to the NE, which appears to form an entrance and
which gives the structure a bulb-shaped appearance in plan.
Archive: University of Reading
Funder: An Iodhlann Archive and Museum, Tiree and SHES,
University of Reading

CLACKMANNANSHIRE
Alva
Alva House
Standing building recording and evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 90104 97503 A building survey and evaluation carried out,
4–5 November 2009, on the partially demolished remains of
Alva House revealed at least four phases of construction and
alteration. Structural remains dating to the period prior to
Robert and James Adam’s planned alterations to the S façade
and later changes and additions, including those to the W
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wing were recorded. A series of thin clay and silt deposits,
overlying redeposited midden material, were recorded
beneath the building’s pre-1789 foundations. These deposits
have not been dated but the presence of coal suggests they
are likely to date from the late 1600s or early 1700s.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs McEwan

Burnfoot Hill Wind Farm Grid Connector Route
Photographic survey and watching brief
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 88784 97519 A programme of mitigation works was
conducted May–July 2010 prior to and during construction
works for a grid connector cable. A number of sites were
photographed and demarcated to protect them from
accidental damage. During this work a new site consisting
of a turf bank field boundary of probable post-medieval date
was identified.
A watching brief was undertaken during cable laying along
the route of an existing track and work for a temporary
compound, site access and a switching station. Work in the
switching station area revealed two segments of a coarse
stone-capped stone-lined drain.
Archive: RCAHMS and Stirling Council SMR
Funder: Wind Prospect Ltd

Myretoun Barn, Menstrie
Desk-based assessment and standing building recording
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 8572 9718 A desk-based assessment and programme
of building recording were undertaken 27–28 September
2010. The building, which is thought to date to the late 18th
century, consisted of a two-storey barn constructed of rubble
stone along a steep south-facing slope. It was in a poor state
of repair with only a small section of the roof surviving and
many of the walls showed signs of collapse. Several phases
of alterations were recorded, including the insertion and
blocking of windows and doors as well as a significant change
in the roof design, from a wide single pitch to a double pitch
with double gables at each end. The form and location of
the building suggest that it was probably used as livestock
shelter with a large upper wool storage area.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: OMI Architects

Dollar
Castle Campbell
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 9610 9928 A watching brief was carried out, 16–21 April
2010, during the excavation of two trenches to locate a
blockage in a drainpipe in the NW corner of the courtyard.
Trench 1 was dug through the N doorway in the W courtyard
wall but failed to locate the drainpipe. Trench 2 located the
drainpipe and its associated soakaway in the corner of the
courtyard. The blockage was removed and the trenches were
planned, photographed and their contents recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Castle Campbell
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 961 993 Two small trenches were excavated on 20 April
2010 to allow the installation of an information sign and the
construction of a supporting bank behind it. The trenches

were located to the E of the approach road and to the N of
the castle. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Castle Campbell
Watching brief
Paul Fox, J Godbert and David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 961 992 A programme of monitoring and recording was
carried out, 3 March–30 September 2010, during remedial
works on the interior of the N elevation in the custodian’s
apartments. This recording formed part of ongoing remedial
works to weatherproof the existing wall-head and roof
structures. The level of recording was directed by Historic
Scotland’s programme of repair and consolidation, and was
intended to augment existing survey records.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
Annan
Annandale Distillery
Evaluation, survey and standing building survey
John Atkinson, Alastair Becket and Ingrid Shearer – GUARD
NY 194 682 A short study of the distillery buildings
undertaken in collaboration with Professor David Thomson
in October 2009 was followed by a further programme of
archaeological works from November 2009–February 2010.
This work included a desk-based assessment, topographic
and standing building surveys of the site, trial trench
evaluation of the mash house and excavation of the eastern
exterior of the main distillery range. The work highlighted
the extent to which individual ownership played a key role
in the form and development of the distillery through time.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report: Dumfries and Galloway SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Annandale Distillery Company Ltd

Balmaclellan
Barnhillies Estate
Excavation
Liz and Alastair Penman and Robert McCubbin – Stewartry
Archaeological Consultancy
NX 6660 7715 A number of possible circular agricultural
features were identified in a field next to the farmhouse of
Barnhillies and 850m SE of the 13th-century farmstead of
Armanillies (DG SMR 15638). A trial trench was excavated
across one of the features situated on a slope just off the
edge of a drove road. On the presumption that this feature
was used for drying grain, either before threshing or before
it was taken to the nearest mill, excavation proceeded from
the outer perimeter inwards to investigate its construction.
After the removal of turf the remains of a random rubble
and boulder wall were exposed, which varied in width from
1.3 to 1.5m. A mix of boulders and flat stones proved to
be the bottom course of a wall of indeterminate height. The
excavated structure measured 6.7m E–W and 6.6m N–S. Set
into the SW quadrant of the feature was a tunnel-like stonelined structure, 0.4m wide by a minimum of 1.7m long, which
passed beneath the wall and emerged towards the centre of
the construction. This inner area has a number of voids of
varying depth. Further excavation in this area may find that
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the individual voids merge into one large sunken area in the
interior of the feature. On the basis of the above evidence it
was decided that the feature was indeed a corn-drying kiln.
Further excavation of this feature and investigation of those
in the surrounding area will continue in 2011.
Funder: Richard and Anne Peel

Caerlaverock
Caerlaverock Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox and D Gorman – Kirkdale Archaeology
NY 0244 6556 A watching brief was undertaken on 14 April
2010 during the replacement of visitor direction signs and
interpretation boards. A layer of redeposited yellow boulder
clay was observed just beneath the turf line. This may date
from the construction of the moat in the 13th century, and
therefore may seal a medieval ground surface.

This building would have been contemporary with the
nearby Anglian settlement of the Mote of Mark at Rockcliffe.
A later medieval building had been constructed on top of
the Anglian one. A doorway was recorded set into one of its
walls and inside the building the remnants of neat cobbled
flooring stretched northwards for 3.1m. This was covered by
a clay structure rising to the NE and a number of granite
boulders. Adjacent and to the W of this was a clay-lined pit
which had been backfilled with large granite boulders. The
pit was 2.4m wide at its S end continued N for 8.8m then
narrowed to 2.2m and ran into the base of the motte hill
adjoining the site. Further excavations during the 2011 season
will aim to ascertain the total length of this feature which, at
this stage, cannot be identified as having a specific purpose
other than that it had contained a liquid.
Archive: The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbright
Funder: Frances Cairncross CBE FRSE, Hamish McCrae, Mrs
Margaret Powell and Dr Margaret Robinson

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Colvend and Southwick
The Newbarns Project
Excavation
Liz and Alastair Penman – Stewartry Archaeological Trust
NX 8812 5505 and NX 8810 5485 A ninth season of
excavation by volunteer diggers and students of the Stewartry
Archaeological Trust has continued. Previous work has been
reported in DES 2003, 44; 2005, 42; 2006, 48; 2007, 60; 2008,
51 and 2009, 54–55.
NX 8812 5505 The North Cairn Further cremation burials
were excavated near to the summit of the cairn and one,
Burial 49, had an in situ cup-marked shale capstone. The
capstone had been damaged and broken by weathering but
excavation revealed a single large cup mark on its top, five
cups and an axe (the cups varying from 5–15mm), on its base
and a total of 27 cup marks on its other surfaces. The present
expert opinion is that this rock art may relate to ceremonial
funerary rituals.
Postholes of a timber construction have been found in the
area of Burial 30 and the current hypothesis is that the area
around this burial had been a shrine comprising a paved area
around the burial and a roofed construction sheltering the
whole. The available evidence suggests that there were many
religious sites, focused around small timber built shrines in
SW Scotland, and that many of these sites continued to be in
use throughout the Roman period in Galloway.
Two further cremation burials outwith the shrine area
exhibited a different style to the earlier Bronze Age ones, with
the capstones being placed into position using a ramp set in
the side of one burial and the end of another. The present
premise is that the capstones of the earlier burials may have
been positioned using ice and snow during the winter, with
a change to the use of ramps in the later prehistoric period
possibly reflecting a shift in the climatic conditions, from
cold to warmer and wetter winters.
The Satellite Cairn Further excavation revealed a number
of new cremation burials and numerous datable items in the
form of both saddle and rotary querns along with some stone
tools. The excavation of a series of later postholes set on top
of the stonework of the cairn indicated later medieval use of
the site. The investigation of a clay platform, located in 2009,
revealed that another later platform had been constructed
over the first. The foundations of a stone walled building
on the northern perimeter of the cairn were also excavated
and dated to the time of the Anglian occupation of Galloway.
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Newbarns Shale capstone of cremation burial showing cup marks and possible
axe

The Newbarns Project
Excavation
Alastair Penman and Paul Duck – Stewartry Archaeological Trust
NX 8775 5515 A second season of excavation and surveying
of a large free-standing granite slab was carried out in 2010.
Previous work was reported in DES 2009, 55. The work
showed that the standing stone was in isolation and the
depth of peat and surrounding cut suggested that this feature
was erected during the Early Historic period or possibly as
late as the medieval period. It is considered possible that
this stone may have lined up with others in the landscape to
mark a route, as there are others in the vicinity which could
line up towards the coast, or that it could have served as a
boundary marker.
Funder: Lt Gen Sir Norman Arthur and Lady Tessa Arthur

Glasserton
Black Loch of Myrton
Survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 3610 4283 Following the identification of worked oak
wood, disturbed by drainage operations in the former Black
Loch, an assessment survey of the disturbed area was carried
out 29–30 July 2010. Reconnaissance coring and test pitting
established the location of a probable crannog, which seems
likely to have been clipped by the main drainage run-off
trench. One of the test pits encountered a pile and horizontal
timbers; these were sampled for radiocarbon dating.
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Gribton
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NX 92 80 An Iron Age copper alloy decorated strap junction
was found during metal detecting near Gribton. It has two
bars for straps on the rear, and is quadrilobate with a central
double boss motif; the other arms are D-shaped openwork
trumpet motifs. The style is typical of Celtic art of the 1st to
2nd centuries AD; it would have been used in a horse harness.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT 218/09) allocated to Dumfries
Museum
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Inch
Cults Loch
Excavation
Graeme Cavers and Anne Crone – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 1203 6058 A fourth season of excavation was carried
out 21 August–5 September 2010 at the artificial promontory
site in Cults Loch. This season investigated an area linking
the previous three trenches, and uncovered the other half of
the structure encountered in 2009. A second structure was
identified to the E of the trench, indicated by a hearth base
and gravel flooring overlying roundwood logs. A possible
trackway, indicated by aligned horizontal timbers and cobble
stones, ran between these two structures. Finds included a
square carved wooden vessel, several possible vessel staves
and a range of coarse stone tools.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Cults Loch fort
Excavation
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 1194 6054 A second season of excavation was carried out
at the cropmark promontory fort overlooking Cults Loch, as
part of the Cults Landscape Project, from 29–30 July 2010.
Four trenches were opened in the interior of the fort and
over the enclosing fortifications. Much of the interior of the
fort was devoid of features, but a series of enclosing palisade
slots and a range of pit and posthole features were recorded
close to the entrance excavated in 2009. A further trench
over the defences encountered waterlogged wood beneath
the collapsed rampart.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Old House Point
Standing building recording and survey
Mike Cressey and Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NX 058 697 (centred on) A field survey and standing
building recording was carried out at Old House Point in
January 2010, prior to the proposed construction of a new
ferry terminal c1km N of the current ferry port of Cairnryan.
Prior to 1941 the site contained a cottage and the shed of the
former Loch Ryan Oyster Co. After 1941 the site became a
military fabrication yard which made cast concrete pier parts
for the Cairnryan Military Harbour. In 1943 the site became a
harbour yard in which Mulberry components were fabricated
prior to being taken across the English Channel following the
D-Day landings.
The remains of a collection of features associated with the
1941 pile construction yard and the later Mulberry fabrication
site were recorded. The remains of the pier fabrication yard
consisted of two rectilinear concrete casting beds >100m long
and stockpiles of pier parts, which lay abandoned on either
side. One of six beetle craft and various degraded building
foundation blocks were surveyed and recorded. A Level 2
survey was undertaken of the cottage and a WW2 electric
transformer block. A total of 41 features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: Dumfries and Galloway SMR
and RCAHMS
Funder: Environmental Resource Management

Kelton
Boatcroft Farm, Rhonehouse
Fieldwalking
Alastair Penman – Stewartry Archaeological Consultancy
NX 7364 5992 A single unstratified flint flake was recovered
from ploughsoil during fieldwalking in advance of cereal
planting. The flint is best described as being of plunging or
overshot termination. It was retrieved from an area on the
summit of a ridge directly overlooking the River Dee which
has also been searched using a metal detector.
Funder: Thomas Thomson

Wooden vessel from Cults Loch 3, on discovery

Ingleston Motte
Excavation
Robert McCubbin, Liz and Alastair Penman – Stewartry
Archaeological Trust
NX 774 579 A 13th season of excavation on the summit of the
Motte Hill was undertaken by experienced volunteer diggers
and advanced students. Previous work has been reported in
DES 1997, 24; 1998, 27–28; 1999, 23–24; 2000, 29; 2003, 45;
2004, 45; 2005, 44; 2006, 50; 2007, 62; 2008, 52; 2009, 57–58.
Excavation has been largely completed on the NE perimeter
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defences of Motte Hill. The burnt clay level of the earlier
timber tower has been uncovered and no further datable
artefacts were apparent below this level. This season’s
work concentrated upon extending the excavations on the
summit and W and S perimeter of the Motte Hill. A hearth
was uncovered close to the previously recorded cobbled
area and this was excavated and recorded. A putative
drain located close to the cobbled area was investigated,
on the assumption that this could be a soakaway for the
later tower. Postholes were also discovered surrounding
a third stone founded tower base and further excavation
next season will provide further information on the layout
of the defensive timber towers on the summit of the Motte
Hill. Artefacts recovered this season included a flint flake,
further furnace slag, sherds of reduced greenware of local
galena-glazed pottery, two further sherds of high status
pottery with patterned rims and a quantity of fiddle-key
head iron nails.
Archive: The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbright
Funder: Dr Donna Moore and Calum Gilligan

Meikle Hill Wood
Survey
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NX 7447 6216 As part of a National Trust for Scotland Thistle
Camp volunteers helped to undertake an EDM survey of old
plantation banks in the recently cleared woodland on the
NW side of Meikle Hill Wood. This work was carried out on
8 October 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Lochmaben
Solway Hinterland Archaeological Remote Sensing
Project (SHARP): Lochmaben Peel
Geophysical survey
Richard Jones – University of Glasgow
NY 0885 8110 Resistivity survey of the Outer Ward
immediately S of the Castle in May 2010 revealed a complex
of large adjoining circular features with some short stretches
of walls, none of which, has at this time, been correlated
with the limited excavation record in that area. Moving
to the environs of the Peel, in the field N of outer ditch
D and between outer ditches D and E (RCAHMS Eastern
Dumfriesshire Fig 218) a magnetic survey of over 2ha showed
features of probable modern date, but with indications of
potential archaeological interest on the western edge of the
field.
Funder: Hunter Archaeological Trust

Mochrum
Chapel Finian
Walkover survey, test trenching and watching brief
D Gorman – Kirkdale Archaeology
NX 2783 4892 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out 29 January–March 2010 in advance of the
proposed construction of a lay-by opposite Chapel Finian.
A 450mm deep test trench recorded a man-made verge of
silt and pebbles and two modern drains were identified in
or bordering the development area. A watching brief was
carried out during the machine excavation of a c23 x 3m x
450mm deep trench, but no significant archaeological finds
or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Low Clone
John Pickin
NX 3370 4585 In May 2010 Mr Wilson of Low Clone reported
the discovery of a possible brandy hole beneath a ruined
cottage 250m NW of High Clone farmhouse. Subsidence
in the cottage had revealed the roof of a tunnel at a depth
of 1.5m. The tunnel is driven through boulder clay with
no sign of support and runs in a NW direction for at least
6m and then turns N. It is 1.5m wide and around 1m high
with standing water on the floor. The tunnel may continue
E on the other side of the subsidence pit, with a branch or
T-junction running to another older collapse just S of the
cottage. The cottage is shown as a ruin on the 1st Edition OS
6” map of 1850.

Old Luce
A75 Cairntop to Barlae Dual Carriageway
Evaluation, excavation, peat basin investigation, topographic and
standing building survey
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NX 25035 59244 – NX 25326 59241 A programme of
archaeological works was carried out September 2009–
February 2010 in relation to the proposed upgrading of the
A75 trunk road from Cairntop to Barlae. The work included
a trial trench evaluation of 4951m2 (c19.8%) of the available
area, a topographic survey of the former Portpatrick and
Wigtownshire Railway, including a Level 1 standing building
survey of the Blairderry Bridge, a peat basin survey, and
the excavation of a burnt mound discovered during the
evaluation.
The topographic survey demonstrated that very little
remains of the original railway and associated structures
beyond the bank and cutting. The remains of the bank for
a mineral branch line which connected the main line to
the quarry were also recorded. The survey of the Blairderry
Bridge provided a written and photographic record of the
standing remains of the structure prior to its removal. The
presence of sockets on the bridge indicated that it was
probably originally spanned by an arch, which was replaced
with the existing girder beam structure sometime during the
20th century. The brick walls forming the sides of the bridge
appeared to have been built at the same time as the deck.
The peat study carried out in work zones 1–3 indicated
that the peat was formed on the edge of the larger lowland
mire of Tanieroach Moss. Zone 1 had been compromised by
land drainage and afforestation. Zone 2 contained the most
intact sequence but was thought to be relatively young (no
more than 500 years old). The peat in Zone 3 appeared to
have formed recently as a result of stream flow down a relict
palaeochannel and was dominated by colonising marsh
plants. None of the peat examined was considered suitable
for palynological work.
An excavation was then carried out on the remains of a burnt
mound at Derskelpin Farm. A trench was machine excavated
to remove the overburden and topsoil deposits down to the
first archaeological horizon. This horizon was typified by an
abundance of angular greywacke and micaceous sedimentary
rocks which had been shattered by thermal shock. The
mound was c18m E–W by 6.5m N–S, curving slightly to the
NE. No evidence of a trough/pit was found. On the basis of
local parallels it is probably Late Bronze Age in date. Other
features recorded included the well preserved remains of a
series of wooden posts and stakes. These had been worked
with a sharp metallic instrument, probably an axe. Some of
the stakes were wedged behind larger posts. Radiocarbon
dates obtained during post-excavation analysis have indicated
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a date for these posts in the 9th–10th centuries AD.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: Dumfries and Galloway
Council SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Transport Scotland

Dunragit
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie and John Pickin – National Museums Scotland
NX 15 57 A heavily eroded portion of a bronze spearhead
was found by John Simpson while metal detecting near
Dunragit. Although no traces of loops are present on the
surviving portion of the socket, the general proportions of
the piece would be in keeping with a Middle Bronze Age
side-looped spearhead. Its overall condition precludes more
detailed classification. This is the most widespread of the
Middle Bronze Age spearhead types in Britain with a date
range from about the 15th to at least the 12th century cal BC.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT 47/10) allocated to Stranraer
Museum

NX 2334 5190 (Long Fort) and NX 2283 5257 (Windy Slop)
A programme of archaeological works was undertaken
on 7 January 2010 at two proposed development areas.
Trial trenching was undertaken at both locations and the
evaluation was supported by a metal detector survey at Long
Fort. There was no evidence of the single structures shown
at each location on the 1st Edition OS map and no significant
archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway Archaeology
Service
Funder: Mr D Sloan

Westwind, Dunragit
Watching brief
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NX 1528 5734 A watching brief was carried out on 20 May
2010 on the site of a proposed housing development. The site
lies immediately adjacent to an extensive ritual landscape
of Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age date. No features of
archaeological interest were identified on a site which had
been heavily landscaped in the recent past.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway Archaeology
Service
Funder: Mr McCann

Portpatrick
Broad Moor 1
Field visit
John Pickin
NX 0242 5930 Situated 350m SW of Knockquassen Steading
this farmstead comprises two buildings associated with
a large oval enclosure. Building 1 is rectangular with turf
wall foundations, 7.2 x 2.9m x 0.3m high; it has opposed
entrances on the two long walls. Some 16m to the E are the
partially destroyed remains of Building 2, which survives as
two turf and stone walls measuring 3 x 5m x 0.3m high.
The two buildings lie immediately outside the SE corner of
a turf-banked enclosure which can be traced for about 400m
to the SW. The E section of the enclosure contains areas of
broad rig cultivation. The N wall of the enclosure is degraded
and partly covered by the waters of Knockquassen Reservoir.
Much of the site is covered with heather and bracken. The
farmstead, marked Green Knowes, is shown as a ruin on the
1st Edition OS map of 1849.

A heavily eroded portion of a bronze spearhead, Dunragit

Drumflower Quarry
Walkover survey
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NX 1458 5960 A walkover survey was carried out on 22 July
2009 in respect of the proposed expansion at Drumflower
Quarry. Although several archaeological sites are known
to exist within the local landscape and their existence was
confirmed during the walkover survey, no sites will be
directly affected by the proposed expansion.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway Archaeology
Service
Funder: Luce Bay Plant Hire Ltd

Long Fort and Windy Slop
Evaluation and metal detector survey
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited

Broad Moor 2
Field visit
John Pickin
NX 0198 5910 At the northern end of Broad Moor is a square
turf-walled building, 3.3 x 3.4m internally, with a broad
ditch to the N and E. It lies within the remains of degraded
ditch and bank field system. Attached to the SE and running
steeply downslope is an area of lazy beds. Much of the site
is now covered with heather. The building, which is shown
as roofed, and the field system are depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map of 1849.

Stranraer
Castle of St John, Stranraer
Watching brief
John Pickin – Dumfries and Galloway Council
NX 06090 60821 During 2009–10 a series of watching briefs
were undertaken in advance of building work connected
with the restoration of the Castle of St John. The removal
of modern floor slabs on the roof-top exercise yard revealed
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the original mortar sub-surface and the vaulted roofs of the
third floor debtors’ cells constructed in 1820. Removal of
modern floor slabs in the first floor hall revealed a set of
steps, probably 16th-century in date.
Three external trenches close to the S wall (CSJ 09 B), the
N wall (CSJ 09 C) and the NE corner of the building (CSJ 09
D) showed that the area around the castle had been heavily
disturbed by service trenches and 20th-century landscaping.
The only surviving archaeological deposits were relic traces
of the original foundation cut for the castle which were
recorded in the N and S trenches.

DUNDEE

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Dumfries and Galloway SMR

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Bett Homes

Castle of St John, Stranraer
Watching brief
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NX 0600 6080 A watching brief was carried out on 8 July 2010
during landscaping works in the vicinity of the Castle of St
John, an early 16th-century tower-house. The work revealed
that traces of the foundation trench survived in places along
the S wall. It had, however, been heavily disturbed along
its length by the insertion of later buried services. Some of
these appeared to date back to the mid-19th century, when
the structure was converted into the town jail.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway Archaeology
Service
Funder: Dumfries and Galloway Council

Dundee
Baldragon
Evaluation
Alastair Becket – GUARD
NO 375 346 Due to its proximity to prehistoric and early
medieval remains a trial trench evaluation was undertaken
on 9–10 August 2010 at Baldragon prior to development of
the site. No significant archaeological features were recorded.

Dundee Central Waterfront
Building Recording
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NO 4060 2990 Ground-breaking works at Dundee Central
Waterfront on 26 January 2010 revealed a portion of the
walling associated with the early 19th-century harbour
improvements designed by Thomas Telford.
The harbour wall consisted of two parallel mortared rubble
walls infilled with brown clay. The outer surfaces of each
wall were faced with coursed squared whinstone blocks.
A pronounced batter was evident on the N-facing elevation,
which once formed the internal wall of the harbour. The
N-facing elevation also revealed timber beams which had
been set in grooves cut into the masonry to provide buffering
for ships moored in the harbour. In one of these timbers a
cast iron mooring ring remained in situ.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: City of Dundee Archaeology Service
Funder: Dundee City Council

Streetscape improvements at the Castle of St John, Stranraer

Whithorn
Whithorn Cemetery
Watching brief
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NX 44560 40405, NX 44554 40393, NX 44538 40399 and
NX 44541 40415 A watching brief was carried out 3–8
December 2009 during topsoil stripping of ground chosen
for an extension to Whithorn Cemetery. A small number of
features were recorded including ditches, pits and a dry stone
revetment wall. The features represented several different
phases of activity. The oldest phase was represented by
a large drain or boundary ditch. This was followed by an
industrial phase denoted by a gully and several pits filled
with soil containing charcoal, slag and fragments of furnace
lining. The latest phase was represented by the dry stone
revetment wall, and is probably associated with the current
cemetery to the S of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dumfries and Galloway Council/Combined Services
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West Pitkerro
Watching briefs and evaluation
Heather James – GUARD
NO 4594 3381 Archaeological works consisting of a
watching brief during test pitting and a subsequent 8%
evaluation were undertaken, 5–29 October 2009, prior to
development. The work was required due to the proximity
of cropmarks to the site of the proposed cemetery. Four
moderately significant areas of remains were found, one
in the NE and three in the vicinity of a slight rise in the
S of the development area. The remains, which were of
indeterminate date, were identified as a possible corndrying kiln, a boulder surface, a group of pits and a group
of ash spreads and ash-filled hollows.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dundee City Council

DUNDEE/PERTH AND KINROSS
Errol, Kilspindie, Perth, Kinnoull, Kinfauns,
St Madoes, Longforgan, Inchture, Liff and
Benvie, Kinnaird and Dundee
Carse of Gowrie Orchards Cultural Survey
Desk-based assessment and field visits
Derek Hall
A desk-based assessment and targeted field visits were
carried out, December 2009–January 2010, in advance of
the designing of an interpretive path network intended to
integrate the 43 historic orchards in the Carse of Gowrie. A
fully illustrated gazetteer listing cultural features and possible
interpretive themes was prepared for each orchard.
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Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Perth and Kinross Countryside Trust

that the walls were built entirely of stone.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Coal

Old Cumnock
Greenholm Road, Cumnock
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 5707 2000 An evaluation was undertaken, 17–24 May
2010, on a brownfield site prior to construction of offices.
An area of 0.29ha of 4–6m deep made ground, overlying the
19–20th-century gasworks (NS51NE 9), were excluded from
the 10% evaluation of the c1.44ha development site. In the
evaluated area of 742m2 remnants of the former McCartney’s
Engineering Works (NS52SE 26), dating from the 19th century,
were concentrated in Trench 6. Other trenches contained
structural material relating to 20th-century activity. Pottery
dumps that probably related to the former Cumnock Pottery
(SMR 54403) were also recorded, principally in the southern
part of the development area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Comprehensive Design Architects
Carse of Gowrie: Detail of southern side of dovecot showing bird boxes and part
of decorative finial, Waterybutts dovecot, Perth and Kinross

EAST AYRSHIRE
Galston
Church Lane, Galston
Watching brief
Claire Williamson – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 5000 3670 A watching brief was carried out intermittently
from 25 May–3 August 2010, during the construction of a car
park on the former site of 19th-century buildings, on the W
bank of Burn Anne at Church Lane. Nothing of archaeological
significance was recorded. The site had been built up prior
to the construction of the 19th-century buildings and this
material survives, apparently in situ, as an extensive spread
of red sandstone and red and buff bricks.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: East Ayrshire Council

Muirkirk
Ponesk Remainder Surface Mine
Evaluation
Ross Murray – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 72400 29500 A survey and evaluation were undertaken,
19–21 April 2010, at Ponesk in advance of coal extraction.
The work focused on the settlement of Cairniebottom, which
cartographic information suggests consisted of a single long
building and associated enclosure, constructed after 1832
and abandoned prior to 1895.
A survey of Cairniebottom recorded the remains of a low
NW–SE aligned turf-covered house and attached enclosure.
The building was defined by a low random rubble wall that
presumably formed a base for a turf superstructure. To the
NE of the building was a low, spread bank, roughly 42m long
and up to 1.1m wide, which could be traced further to the N
as a well-faced wall. An evaluation of the building established
that the small single-phase dwelling was constructed prior to
the byre, and that the walls of both buildings were constructed
of turf over low stone walls. Although rubble was present
around the wall base the quantities were too small to suggest

Stewarton
2 Hamilton Gardens, Stewarton
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4207 4600 A watching brief was carried out 18–25 May
2010 during ground-breaking works associated with the
creation of a car park. The underlying natural drift geology
was reached at 0.4m across approximately 90% of the site,
with the remaining 10% of the development area reduced
by 0.3m through made ground. No significant archaeological
features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: East Ayrshire Council Roads Department

Nether Robertland, Stewarton
Evaluation
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4280 4620 No significant archaeological finds or
features were recorded during the evaluation of a
residential development site on 14–17 June 2010. The
few features recorded related to attempts to improve the
area as agricultural land or the dumping of material from
neighbouring development sites.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Atrium Homes

8–10 Vennel Street, Stewarton
Watching brief
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4190 4570 A watching brief was carried out on 28 May
2010 on development work that is focusing on the restoration
of a late 19th-century granary building, which once formed
part of the Commercial Buildings owned by Thomas Young
and Son. The remains of three walls and a stone revetment
were identified. The walls were of blonde sandstone, and in
two instances overlay salt-glazed earthenware drain pipes.
They followed similar alignments to the modern buildings
and land boundaries, which remain extant in the vicinity,
and are likely to represent the remains of earlier 19th-century
structures shown on historic maps of the area.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Travis Homes
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New Kilpatrick

Cadder

33 Boclair Road
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 555 722 A watching brief was undertaken 5–6 July 2010
during the excavation of foundation trenches. The work was
required due to the proximity of the development to a section
of the Antonine Wall. The majority of the ground had been
disturbed during the construction of the original house and
associated services and driveway. In general the trenches
contained an upper fill of either demolition debris or silty
topsoil overlying sandy clay or boulder clay. No significant
archaeology was identified.

Maryhill Regeneration Stage 3
Watching brief, evaluation and standing building recording
Juha Martilla – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 6189 7270 A programme of archaeological works was
undertaken 24–25 March 2010 during regeneration works at
Maryhill Locks. The work consisted of the monitoring of five
short trenches for bench foundations and the excavation of
four evaluation trenches in advance of landscaping works.
A historic building survey was also carried out on the
northern and eastern boundary walls of the Kelvin Docks
and on the upstanding remains in their vicinity in advance
of landscaping. Remains of two or three phases of slipway
construction, of probable 20th-century date, associated with
the Kelvin Docks were recorded. A concrete platform was
also identified in the NE corner of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: British Waterways Scotland

Kirkintilloch
Auchendavie Farm, Kirkintilloch
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 6788 7485 A watching brief was carried out 18–19
February 2010 during topsoil stripping from a 45 x 25m area
on the site of a proposed ménage at Auchendavie Farm. The
site was considered sensitive as a Roman fort, associated
with the Antonine Wall, lies to the W of the development
area. No features relating to the fort were recorded, but rig
and furrow and associated boundary and drainage ditches
indicated the presence of the remains of a pre-improvement
farming system.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Deborah Collins

St Flannan’s Church, Kirkintilloch
Watching brief
Paul J Murtagh and Christine Rennie – GUARD
NS 6645 7442 A watching brief was undertaken April–
September 2009 during ground-breaking works ahead of the
construction of a small housing development. The work was
required as the construction was encroaching on a scheduled
section of the Antonine Wall. No significant remains relating
to the Antonine Wall were disturbed, though what may have
been the highly disturbed remains of the very top of the
Antonine Wall ditch fill was observed during the excavation
of a service trench. This deposit was not excavated and was
covered with terram prior to backfilling.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: East Dunbartonshire SMR and
RCAHMS
Funder: Complete Property Maintenance Ltd

Woodilee
Watching brief
Heather F James – GUARD
NS 665 725 A watching brief was undertaken 21 June–16
July 2010 during ground-breaking works for a new housing
development. The work revealed modern features and
numerous field drains but no significant archaeological
remains.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: East Dunbartonshire Council and the Woodilee
Consortium
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Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Dunbartonshire SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs Gallacher

Douglasmuir Quarry
Topsoil removal
Alastair Becket – GUARD
NS 516 745 A programme of work was undertaken 7–24
June 2010 during the removal of topsoil in advance of sand
and gravel quarrying. The work revealed evidence of Early
Neolithic occupation on the site. This consisted of pottery
(carinated bowls), lithics and carbonised plant remains
(including hazelnuts). These were contained in three discrete
areas, in four pits and on an area of preserved ground surface
with associated spreads of hearth waste. All of the features
were fully excavated.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tarmac Ltd

1 Glenburn Road, Bearsden
Watching brief
Nuala C Marshall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 522 726 A watching brief was conducted on 3 December
2009, during the excavation of foundation trenches for a
conservatory on land to the rear of 1 Glenburn Road. The site
was considered sensitive due to its proximity to the Antonine
Wall. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Donnelly

16 Roman Road, Bearsden
Watching brief
Robert Will and Alan Leslie – GUARD
NS 5463 7203 A watching brief was undertaken 16 November
2009–25 January 2010 at the site of a proposed new house.
Until recently modern (late 19th and 20th century) buildings
had covered a significant part of the development area.
However, the site was considered sensitive as it is within the
boundaries of the Antonine Wall World Heritage Site and lies
adjacent to the scheduled Roman fort at Bearsden, on land
which would have been encompassed by the annexe of the
fort.
Nine pits for boreholes were hand excavated and potentially
significant archaeological deposits were identified at one
location in the SW corner of the site, close to previously
identified Roman deposits. The small size (0.4 x 0.4 x 1.2m
deep) of the two remaining pits along the southern boundary
of the site made it impossible to fully assess or characterise
the underlying deposits. No significant archaeology was
noted in the other six pits and no finds were recovered during
the work.
The combined evidence from a desk-based assessment,
evaluation and watching brief strongly indicates that remains
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of the Roman fort annexe do survive, but only at the western
and southern margins of the proposed development area and
then potentially only in pockets. In both cases the remains
do not appear to extend farther E or N than the line of
the original house’s driveway. The footprint of the former
buildings appears to be devoid of Roman material.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Terra Tek Ltd

EAST LOTHIAN
Aberlady
Luffness Mains, East Lothian
Evaluation
Jamie Humble – Headland Archaeology
NT 4823 7983 An evaluation was undertaken on 1 March
2010 in advance of the construction of a new agricultural
building. The site was considered archaeologically sensitive
as it lies to the W of cropmark sites relating to prehistoric
settlement. The cropmark remains of rig and furrow are
also preserved in the surrounding area. Four trenches were
excavated across the site and a number of features relating
to recent agricultural use of the site were recorded. These
consisted of two furrows with three associated drainage
ditches and two ceramic field drains. No features or deposits
of archaeological significance were identified.

and a photographic, drawn and written survey of the exterior
and interior of the kirk were carried out March–July 2010 prior
to consolidation works. It is a typical two-cell kirk dating from
the 12th century and the large Romanesque chevron-detailed
arch in the original nave is its most distinct feature. The kirk
underwent a number of alterations and rebuilds during the
300 years following its construction. These alterations were
at least in part in response to the ongoing rise in the ground
level, which was a major factor in the relocation of worship
in the area to Dirleton. The kirk was abandoned early in the
17th century and left to decay. However, the keen interest
of local residents has led to a programme of recording and
consolidation which aims to preserve and celebrate this
important site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: BHC Ltd

Athelstaneford
Muirton Farm, Drem
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 516 801 (centred on) A monitored topsoil strip was
carried out on 16 August 2010 during ground-breaking works
for the construction of four wind turbines on land at Muirton
Farm. A number of cropmark sites have been recorded in the
vicinity of the development. Each turbine base measured 5
x 5m. No archaeological deposits or features were recorded.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Messrs Charles Russell

The Chesters Season 1
Survey
David Connolly and Murray Cook – Rampart Scotland
NT 50760 78260 As part of ongoing research into East Lothian
hillforts a topographic and erosion survey was undertaken in
August 2010. The survey was carried out by volunteers and
students following a programme of gorse removal. The initial
results of the survey indicate that, while the site has suffered
from rabbit burrowing and stock pressure in the past, it is
currently stabilising and recovering. The topographic survey
of the upper enclosed area has created an accurate plan of the
interior, plotted the locations of WW2 installations removed
in the 1970s and located a possible new entrance to the N.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and Rampart Scotland

Dirleton
St Andrew’s Kirk, Gullane
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 48037 82708 A detailed documentary research programme

General view of St Andrew’s Kirk, Gullane, from the SE

Dunbar
Hedderwick Hill Farm, Dunbar
Evaluation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 6406 7785 An evaluation consisting of 14 trenches, was
undertaken 19–20 October 2010 prior to a proposed 3664 m2
recreational development. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barbour Homes Ltd

Plot 2, Bell House, Dunbar
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 6864 7847 An evaluation consisting of three trenches
totalling 27m2 was undertaken on 9 December 2009 prior to
the development of a single house plot. No archaeological
finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Hastie

Garvald and Bara
White Castle Season 1
Survey and excavation
Murray Cook and David Connolly – Rampart Scotland
NT 6135 6860 The first season of a three season research
excavation was carried out by volunteers and professionals
during August 2010. The work consisted of topographic,
geophysical, vegetation and erosion surveys and the
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excavation of a single staggered trench (28.5 x 1m) across the
defensive sequence to the S of the SE entrance. Eleven 1m2
test pits were also excavated around the exterior of the fort.
Geophysical results showed no internal structures;
however, the topographic survey increased the number of
hut platforms to 17. The erosion survey recorded the extent
of damage to the monument from rabbits (moderate) and
from encroaching bracken which is damaging sub-surface
archaeology.
The initial results of the fieldwork indicated that the inner
rampart was constructed of soil and rubble between stone
kerbs. It was 3.4m wide by 0.32m high and was associated
with a 2.3m wide by 1.4m deep ditch. The middle and outer
ramparts were constructed of soil and stone with a stone
kerb on the downslope side. The middle rampart was 4.4m
wide by 0.7m high and was of two phases. The outer rampart
was 3.6m wide by 0.25m high. The outer bank overlay a
cobbled surface which lay upon two possible cists. The test
pits revealed no significant finds.

Report: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: NHS Lothian

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Rampart Scotland

Haddington
91–93 High Street, Haddington
Watching brief
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 5168 7386 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out
in November 2009 during ground-breaking works for utility
services. A number of stone setts, which had been redeposited
to make up the road surface under the High Street, the in
situ remains of an earlier stone kerb, running parallel to the
High Street, and the probable foundation footings of the
upstanding building were recorded. A number of modern
services, a manhole chamber and a series of deposits of
made ground were also recorded.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: East Lothian Council

Inveresk
Brunton Wireworks
Evaluation
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 3428 7224 A 10% sample (equating to 518m of linear
trenching) of the proposed development area was examined
by trial trenching 23 November–9 December 2009. The
work revealed that the former topsoil survives across the
entire evaluated area beneath modern concrete and levelling
associated with the wireworks.
The topsoil seals archaeologically significant features, which
on the basis of the recovered artefacts are assumed to be
Roman in origin. The features include several ditches and pits
cut into the underlying sand and two upstanding linear features
consisting of cobbles capped with clay which may represent
rampart bases or roads. Beneath the former topsoil to the S
of the site a midden-rich deposit was revealed overlying two
ditches and an earlier ground surface. This deposit contained
cattle, pig and horse bones as well as domestic Roman pottery.
The discarded material may come from the fort itself or from a
civilian settlement associated with the fort, which the proposed
development site may overlie.
A cremation, possibly the remains of a child, was also
identified in the SE part of the site, adjacent to a ditch
containing Roman pottery. As there are only three Roman
cremation burials confirmed in Scotland this feature is in
itself of great significance.
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Cobbling with clay surface, indicative of road or rampart base, Brunton
Wireworks

Inveresk Kennels, 40 Carberry Road, Inveresk
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 35040 71250 A desk-based assessment and evaluation
was carried out on the site of the former Inveresk Kennels
on 19 January 2010. Trial trenching identified a number of
foundations and service pipes associated with the former
kennels, but there were no features, deposits or artefacts of
archaeological significance. The archaeological potential of
the area is likely to have been reduced by the construction
and subsequent demolition of the kennels.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: James Douglas Residential Ltd

2 Grannus Mews, Inveresk
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 3456 7196 A watching brief was carried out in June 2010
during ground-breaking work prior to the construction of a
house extension. The site lies within the scheduled monument
of Inveresk Roman Civilian Settlement W of Inveresk Gate
(SM No. 3293). The deposits excavated consisted of up to 1m
of garden soil and natural subsoil. A single pit containing a
post-abandonment fill was recorded in the base of the trench.
The garden soils contained numerous finds including sherds
of late/post-medieval ceramics.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Fred Lawson via The Pollock Hammond Partnership

Kirk Park Access Road, Inveresk
Evaluation
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 34045 72235 (centred on) An evaluation by trial trenching
and test pitting was undertaken in March 2010 along the
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agreed corridor of an access road to a proposed development
at Kirk Park. No remains of archaeological significance were
identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aisling Developments Ltd

Lewisvale Park Cricket Pavilion
Excavation
John Gooder – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3508 7212 A monitored topsoil strip and subsequent
excavation were undertaken 22 March–5 April 2010 prior
to the erection of a new cricket pavilion in the scheduled
area of Lewisvale Park. The excavation unearthed a highly
significant suite of features, including a large pit containing
the formal deposition of two Roman sandstone altars and a
sandstone altar base. A linear ditch and gully and a collection
of pit and posthole features were also revealed. Both ceramic
and metal artefacts were recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

5–9 Links Avenue, Musselburgh
Watching brief
John Gooder – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3392 7308 A watching brief was undertaken 8–10 February
2010 during construction works associated with a residential
development. Extensive and deep deposits of made ground
were recorded directly overlying natural subsoil over the vast
majority of the site. No significant archaeological features or
artefacts were observed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Smeaton Bing, Dalkeith
Evaluation and photographic survey
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 363 691 An evaluation was carried out 14–15 April 2010
on an area adjacent to Smeaton Bing, close to the former
Dalkeith Colliery. The remains of the brick housing for a
septic tank were recorded and a photographic record of the
bing produced.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Hamilton Waste and Recycling Ltd

3 Smeaton Grove, Inveresk
Watching brief and evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 3495 7150 (centred on) A watching brief and evaluation
was carried out in July 2010 in Area 5 of a residential
development site. Trial trenching identified a large pit
containing two sherds of Roman pottery; these were
comparatively unabraded suggesting that they were
deposited shortly after breakage. The pit is likely to have
been a borrow pit for the quarrying of the local sandy gravel
subsoil. No other features were identified during this work
but a previous evaluation, carried out in 2007 within the
proposed development area, identified a series of ditches and
linear features containing Roman pottery.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Caughey

North Berwick
North Berwick Harbour Wall
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 5530 8558 A watching brief was carried out 26–27 May

2010 during repairs to the West Quay of North Berwick
Harbour. The removal of a crane pillar revealed a red
sandstone block, its surface augmented by a later concrete
skim, overlying a core of fractured stone in a sandy matrix.
Away from disturbance associated with the crane pillar, the
harbour wall appears to have been constructed of large,
roughly hewn, sandstone blocks packed in mortar-rich
sand with smaller, more carefully dressed, sandstone blocks
forming the exterior and upper surface.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Van Elle Ltd

Tantallon Castle
Standing building recording and excavation
D Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5958 8502 A programme of standing building recording
on elements of the gate tower was complemented by selective
trenching at the base of the gate tower. The work recorded how
the 14th-century tower was modified in the mid-16th century
with new gun positions and also how the ditch profile was
remodelled, in conjunction with further earthworks beyond
the castle site. The work was undertaken 8–23 February
2010 during ongoing restoration and consolidation works by
Historic Scotland.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Tantallon Castle
Watching brief
D Gorman – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 58957 85014 A watching brief was carried out 4 June 2010
during the removal of a welcome/admissions sign and the
excavation of a trench for a new sign. The trench was <0.5m
deep and the main deposit in the trench probably related to
backfill from the installation of the previous sign. There were
no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Prestonkirk
Land adjacent to Orchardfield, East Linton
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 5875 7720 An invasive evaluation (5219m2) was carried
out in September 2010 on the site of a proposed housing
development on the western edge of East Linton. The
evaluation revealed deep soil deposits overlying two small
ring ditches and a U-shaped ditch, which may have been
the terminal of a cursus monument. Several pits were also
recorded. Finds were restricted to a few lithics in flint and
chert and a few sherds of Scottish White Gritty Ware medieval
pottery.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Miller Homes

Mill Wynd, East Linton
Desk-based assessment and standing building recording
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 59242 77229 An assessment was undertaken in August
2010 of the barn adjoining the buildings at 3 and 4 Mill Wynd.
The desk-based assessment indicated that 3 Mill Wynd was
constructed in c1800 and that the barn may be slightly older.
The range of buildings it forms a part of has not changed
substantially since c1854. The building survey indicated that
the barn was probably the original building and that 3 and 4
Mill Wynd were built onto it.
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The barn originally had a loft floor served by an upper
door which was reached by an external staircase. At least
one upper window survives on the N elevation. A possibly
original fireplace was recorded on the E gable end and a
doorway in the W gable end. Both features are now blocked
and it is presumed that the doorway in the W gable was
blocked around the time 4 Mill Wynd was built. The open
doorways in the N and S side walls are thought to be later
inserts. A blocked doorway is present in the centre of the
N elevation and two blocked doors are present in the S
elevation, one below the upstairs door and the other in line
with the gable of 3 Mill Wynd. A blocked window is also
present in line with this gable. In its original form the gable
ends would have been crow-stepped but the W gable was
demolished during the construction of No 4 and the E gable
has undergone significant alteration, which has removed the
stepped profile. The loft floor has been removed and tie-rods
installed to support the building. The entire roof structure
is modern. Remnants of a concrete floor are present in two
places, while the rest appears to have been removed.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Paterson Architects per Mr Cockburn and Ms McGrath

Tranent
Battle of Prestonpans
Community archaeology project
Tony Pollard and Natasha Ferguson – Centre for Battlefield
Archaeology, University of Glasgow
NT 404 744 The site of the Battle of Prestonpans is situated E
of Edinburgh. The battle, fought on the 21 September 1745,
was the first of the ’45 rebellion and a dramatic Jacobite
victory. Prince Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince
Charlie) was present at the battle, leading his army of plaidclad Highlanders against the redcoats of General John Cope.
The Battle of Prestonpans Community Archaeology Project
was the first investigation to focus on the archaeology of this
important battle. The aim of the project was to investigate
the extent and survival of the battlefield, as much of it has
been destroyed by housing and industrial development.
The involvement of volunteers was an important part of
the project and they provided assistance during excavation,
metal detector survey, and by recounting local folklore and
offering up their gardens for investigation.
The project which ran from November 2008–November
2009 included the targeted investigation of areas which
formed the battlefield and involved a systematic metal
detector survey and excavation. Excavation in the grounds
of Prestonpans Community Centre aimed to recover any
evidence that might establish the position and condition of the
former Preston House (NT37SE 1), which was extant during
the battle. Geophysics and evaluation trenches identified
traces of foundations, but all stone had been removed by
19th-century robber trenches. Fragments of 18th-century brick
and slate were recovered, as were two 18th- to 19th-century
uniform buttons relating to the Mary Murray Institute, built
in the grounds of the then ruinous Preston House.
The metal detector survey was undertaken with the
assistance of members from the Scottish Artefact Recovery
Group and the Scottish Detector Club. Areas selected for
metal detecting included a field E of Bankton House, for
evidence of the rout (NT37SE 43.00), but due to industrial
contamination no conclusive results were produced. A field
N of Tranent church was selected for evidence of skirmishing
prior to the battle (NT47SW 8). This produced some postmedieval finds but nothing that could be associated with the
battle. A geophysical survey was carried out to determine
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if at some time the enclosure around the church had been
reduced in size, a possibility suggested by the presence
of carved stone and some human bone fragments on the
surface. The main area of the metal detector survey was on
fields either side of the 18th-century wagonway (NT47SW
35.00), which was thought to mark the location of the 1st
engagement between the Government and Jacobite forces.
Industrial contamination from local coal mining was a factor
in the low recovery of artefacts (three musket balls and
one pistol ball). However, the lack of material associated
with the battle suggested that this was not the core of the
battlefield as had previously been suggested. Metal detector
survey in fields surrounding Seton Mains Farm, c800m E
of the original core area, recovered signature material in a
distribution pattern representative of 18th-century warfare.
The artefact assemblage included musket balls, pistol balls,
and grapeshot, as well as musket accessories, such as a ramrod head.
Archive: GUARD. Report: East Lothian Council
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund and Battle of Prestonpans 1745
Heritage Trust

Birsley Brae, Tranent
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 394 727 A monitored topsoil strip was carried out 22–23
February 2010 prior to the development of a single house
plot. No archaeological features or deposits were discovered.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: East Lothian Council

182 Church Street, Tranent
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 40353 73204 Prior to the demolition of two ruined
cottages a historic building survey was undertaken, 22 April
2010, which included the production of a measured floor
plan of the buildings and annotated photographic elevations
of the older of the two buildings. The cartographic evidence
demonstrated that the buildings were at least mid-19thcentury in date, but it is likely that they were much older.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mike McCaul

Muirpark Drive, Tranent
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NT 41500 72340 A 5% sample evaluation consisting of 20
trenches was undertaken on 26–28 April 2010 prior to a
proposed housing development on a 3.5ha greenfield site.
The site is in an area which contains prehistoric sites and
which has been mined for coal since at least the late 17th
century. The trenches contained modern plough soil over a
thin layer of subsoil over mixed deposits of glacial till/boulder
clay. Several phases of 19th- to 20th-century field drains were
recorded but there was no evidence of earlier agricultural or
settlement activity.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mansell Partnership Homes

Seton Collegiate Chapel
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 4177 7509 A watching brief was maintained on 16 August
2010 during excavations for the installation of a new handrail
by the steps leading down a steep slope to the visitors’ toilet.
A possible revetment was partially revealed but not fully
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excavated. The examination of a small section suggested that
it may represent a collapsed revetment. Any future groundbreaking works should take account of the possibility that
this structure could extend to the SE and NW of the stairs.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Whittingehame
Overfield Steading
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 59764 72180 A historic building survey was undertaken
in November 2009 prior to conversion works. The work
consisted of map regression and a written and photographic
survey of the seven remaining buildings that formed part
of the original steading. Overfield dates to the 18th century
(c1730s) and was substantially extended to the S in the 19th
century. The majority of the 19th-century extension was
demolished in the 1980s. The main farmhouse is located to
the N. There is an adjacent threshing barn and steam engine
house and chimney to the W and a simple three bay cartshed to the E. Overfield Steading forms one of the farms
associated with the Whittingehame estate.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Clovis Younger

Archive: Holehouse, Kirkland, Low Borland, Mid Borland and High
Borland Farms, the farmlands of Comrigs, Kirkton and Waterfoot
Park. ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS

East Revoch
Survey
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
NS 57042 50925 Burnt mound, 4.2 x 3.2m.
NS 57042 50940 Possible second burnt mound identified
only by a scatter of material lies 10m to the N of NS 57042
50925, 3m in diameter x 0.15m high.
NS 56825 50938 Possible burnt mound 5.7 x 4.4m and 1m
high on its southern side. There is a slight kidney shape to
the N–NE.
NS 56895 50927 Possible burnt mound 10 x 6.2m and 0.8m
high on its southern side where it is very slightly concave in
shape.
NS 56862 50971 Lying on the southern slope of a glacial
hillock at an altitude of 229m are three sets of very low
earthworks c0.1m high. The most northerly appears to
be compartmented, the main compartment measuring 4
x 2.5m. The central earthwork forms what appears to be
an enclosure c11.5 x 10m. There is a possible entrance 1m
wide to the SE. The third and northern earthwork is at a
lower level and oval, 4.5 x 3.5m. The northern and central
earthworks are joined by an earth bank along the edge of
the hillock.
Archive: Holehouse, Kirkland, Low Borland, Mid Borland and High
Borland Farms, the farmlands of Comrigs, Kirkton and Waterfoot
Park. ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS

Overfield Steading, East Lothian

Papple Cottages
Standing building recording
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 58840 72362 A survey was undertaken 2–30 September
2010 of the group of cottages to the W of the Papple Steading.
The buildings form part of the mid-19th-century farm
estate of Papple and the survey indicated that they were
constructed c1840, with further major phases of building and
modification taking place in the 1850s and 1930s. Several
items of graffiti were recorded, showing later occupation by
Irish farm workers in the 1950s and 1960s.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Whittingehame Estates

EAST RENFREWSHIRE
Eaglesham
Comrigs
Fieldwalking
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
NS 5652 5154, NS 5669 5176, NS 5666 5213, NS 5634 5217
and NS 5615 5191 The farmlands of Comrigs were fieldwalked
and various quarrying activities were recorded in the winter
of 2009 and spring of 2010 using a Garmin GPS12 XL.

Earthworks, East Revoch. Drawn by RL Hunter, ACFA

High Borland
Fieldwalking and survey
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
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NS 5597 5240, NS 5615 5190, NS 5634 5213, NS 5680 5212
and NS 5665 5271 The farmlands of High Borland Farm were
fieldwalked and various quarrying activities were recorded
along with trackways, agricultural and water management
features in the winter of 2009 and spring of 2010 using a
Garmin GPS12 XL.
NS 56542 52404 A photographic and external survey was
carried out of an agricultural house.
NS 56633 52305 The ruinous remains of an agricultural
house were surveyed.
NS 56388 52217 Remains of the upper dam shown on the
1st and 2nd Edition OS maps (1856, 1895) were photographed
and surveyed.
NS 56427 52271 Remains of a lower dam and lade shown
on the 1st Edition OS map (1856) were photographed and
surveyed.
Archive: Holehouse, Kirkland, Low Borland, Mid Borland and High
Borland Farms, the farmlands of Comrigs, Kirkton and Waterfoot
Park. ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS

Holehouse
Fieldwalking
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
NS 5780 5255, NS 5811 5200, NS 5770 5342, NS 5726 5308
and NS 5700 5340 The farmlands of Holehouse Farm were
fieldwalked and various quarrying activities were recorded
along with trackways, agricultural and water management
features in the winter of 2009 and spring of 2010 using a
Garmin GPS12 XL. Small areas of rig and furrow were also
recorded.
Archive: Holehouse, Kirkland, Low Borland, Mid Borland and High
Borland Farms, the farmlands of Comrigs, Kirkton and Waterfoot Park.
ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS

Kirkland
Fieldwalking
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
NS 5780 5255, NS 5811 5200, NS 5851 5290, NS 5850 5245
and NS 5810 5219 The farmlands of Kirkland Farm were
fieldwalked and various quarrying activities were recorded
along with trackways, agricultural and water management
features in the winter of 2009 and spring of 2010 using a
Garmin GPS12 XL. Small areas of rig and furrow were also
recorded.
NS 58358 52669 Marriage lintel – I.M. 1732 M.L.
Archive: Holehouse, Kirkland, Low Borland, Mid Borland and High
Borland Farms, the farmlands of Comrigs, Kirkton and Waterfoot Park.
ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS

Kirkton
Fieldwalking
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
NS 5757 5207, NS 5798 5234, NS 5765 5273 and NS 5736
5253 The farmlands of Kirkton were fieldwalked and various
quarrying activities were recorded along with trackways,
agricultural and water management features in the winter of
2009 and spring of 2010 using a Garmin GPS12 XL.
NS 57791 52421 Crowmont Quarry recorded.
NS 57718 52427 Crowmont Quarry entrance photographed
and measured.
Archive: Holehouse, Kirkland, Low Borland, Mid Borland and High
Borland Farms, the farmlands of Comrigs, Kirkton and Waterfoot Park.
ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS

Mid and Low Borland
Fieldwalking and survey
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
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NS 5665 5271, NS 5715 5250, NS 5749 5293, NS 5736 5308,
NS 5770 5343, NS 5728 5380, NS 5706 5373 and NS 5705
5349 The farmlands of Mid and Low Borland Farms were
fieldwalked and various quarrying activities were recorded
along with trackways, agricultural and water management
features in the winter of 2009 and spring of 2010 using a
Garmin GPS12 XL.
NS 56836 52752 A photographic and external survey was
carried out on a cottage shown on the 2nd Edition OS map
(1895).
NS 56822 52631 A photographic and external survey was
carried out on a late 19th- to early 20th-century agricultural
cottage.
NS 56805 52606 Water pump station.
Archive: Holehouse, Kirkland, Low Borland, Mid Borland and High
Borland Farms, the farmlands of Comrigs, Kirkton and Waterfoot Park.
ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS

Waterfoot Park
Fieldwalking
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
NS 5695 5479, NS 5700 5480 and NS 5693 5503 The remaining
farmlands of Waterfoot Park were fieldwalked and various
water management activities were recorded in the spring of
2010 using a Garmin GPS12 XL.
NS 56896 55026 Earn Bridge and NS 56914 55004 Magazine.
Archive: Holehouse, Kirkland, Low Borland, Mid Borland and High
Borland Farms, the farmlands of Comrigs, Kirkton and Waterfoot Park.
ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS

Mearns
Brownside Farm
Survey
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter and Janie Munro – ACFA
NS 51253 51673 Situated to the NW of Brownside Farm at an
altitude of 214m are the remains of a possible shieling, 7 x 6 x
0.3m, at its highest section. Internally 3 x 1.5m, constructed
of stone, now turf covered. Small track 1m wide to the SW.
Turf bank to the N.
NS 51212 51579 (centred on) Rig and furrow, 4m wide
rig and furrow runs in a NW/S–SE direction to the S of the
possible shieling. TC Welsh 1970 and RCAHMS 17 July 2007.
Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS

Capelrig Tower
Survey
Robin Hunter, Susan Hunter, Ian Marshall, Janie Munro and Scott
Wood – ACFA
NS 53811 57600 A photographic record, architectural drawing
and survey was undertaken of Capelrig Tower, also known as
Patterton Tower, in the spring of 2010.
NS 53824 57638 A survey and photographic record of
Towerwood House Alpine Garden was undertaken in the
spring of 2010.
Archive: Capelrig Tower and Towerwood House Alpine Garden. ACFA
Occasional paper deposited with RCAHMS and WoSAS
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Hermiston House, Calder Road, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 173 702 A watching brief was carried out in May 2010 during
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ground-breaking works associated with the construction
of a conservatory on the site of a former conservatory and
orangery in the grounds of Hermiston House, a 17th-century
Category B listed building. The house was largely rebuilt in
the mid-19th century by William Burn and further restoration
and modernisation was carried out by Esme Gordon in 1955.
Foundation trenches were excavated to a depth of 0.5m and
were found to contain disturbed garden soil. The removal of
the soil to a level c0.3m below the current ground surface
revealed the SE-facing elevation of the existing garden wall.
The foundation footing of the former glasshouse partition
was also seen in plan. The masonry remains comprised two
courses of brickwork embedded in a 0.75m wide concrete
pour. These remains correlated with a visible scar on the SE
elevation of the garden wall.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Andrew Isherwood Ltd on behalf of Heriot Watt University

Hermiston Park and Ride Phase 2, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1810 7010 An evaluation was undertaken 25–27 August
2010 prior to the construction of an extension to the park and
ride facility at Hermiston. A metal detector survey was carried
out across Areas A (19,200m2) and B (16,950m2), and trial
trenching was also undertaken over a 7.5% (1440m2) sample
of Area A. The evaluation revealed no archaeologically
significant finds or features, although there was evidence of
agricultural improvement in the form of rubble and ceramic
tile field drains. The metal detector survey located a single
corroded copper alloy coin of early Victorian date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Riccarton Campus, Heriot-Watt University
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 173 689 An evaluation was carried out 6–7 October 2010
on the site of proposed student accommodation. A total of
12 trial trenches covering 10% (1101m2) of the development
area were excavated. A number of field drains were recorded
across the site and the truncated remains of rig and furrow
cultivation were noted in two of the trenches.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Capita Symonds on behalf of Heriot-Watt University

Dalmeny
13 Edinburgh Road, South Queensferry
Standing building recording and watching brief
Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 1321 7830 A standing building survey of the derelict
buildings at 13 Edinburgh Road was undertaken 10–25 June
2010 prior to their redevelopment. The site consisted of two
separate buildings, latterly joined together. Stylistically the
buildings appeared to date to the 18th or early 19th century.
Their internal features suggested that they were either
domestic or perhaps used for some kind of light industry.
The buildings had been altered several times with the
insertion/blocking of doorways and hearths. Late in their use
the external walls had been used to create a yard or storage
area, with the internal area being levelled and concreted. The
excavation of this material was monitored but the structure
had been cut into bedrock and no earlier archaeological
remains were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Alan Searle

Forth Bridge, South Queensferry
Evaluation
Ross Murray – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 1250 7720 An evaluation was carried out on 6 April 2010
at the Forth Bridge car park prior to the development of a new
compound area. No archaeological features were recorded in
the three 5 x 1.6m trenches and single 3 x 1.6m test pit.
The site is located on an area of made ground (at least 1m
deep) that was probably created during the construction of
the present car park and road.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forth Road Bridge

Orocco Pier Hotel, 17 High Street, South Queensferry
Watching brief
Phil Moore and Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 1298 7837 A watching brief was carried out in February
2009 during alterations to the lower ground floor of the
Orocco Pier hotel. This established that the foundations of
the hotel had been cut into laminated windblown sands
containing occasional thin soil horizons. No features or finds
of archaeological significance were identified.
A second watching brief was undertaken in April 2010
during the removal of a section of stonework to create
a doorway. Two phases of construction were recorded.
The first phase had been previously identified in 2007
(DES 2007, 81) and indicated that the W-facing, external
elevation of the hotel was the remnant of an internal
wall belonging to the distillery that once occupied the
area to the W. The remains of this first phase of masonry
were abutted by a second phase of rebuild/repair which
now forms an internal wall face within the hotel. The
fluctuating thicknesses of the masonry deposits, the
weakly bonded rubble core and the inclusion of glass and
tile debris suggested that this second phase of construction
was relatively ad hoc. The wall face of Phase 2, which
now forms an internal wall of the hotel conference suite,
was finished with lime-wash render.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: KB Architecture and Design Ltd and Kerr Blyth Associates Ltd

Edinburgh
Acheson House
Watching brief
John A Lawson – City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service
NT 2646 7376 A small 1m2 test pit was excavated in the centre
of the ground floor kitchen of Acheson House on 6 October
2010 in advance of proposed refurbishment. The excavation
results confirmed that the present floor, dating to the 1930s
refurbishment of this historic building, was constructed on a
base of c0.45m of mixed rubble. This deposit, containing a
brick-lined service track, directly overly a dark grey-brown
layer presumed to be the post-medieval ground surface predating the construction of Acheson House in 1633.
Archive: CECAS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Balfour Stewart House, 33 Ellersly Road
Desk-based assessment and standing building recording
Amanda Gow and Tom Parnell – Addyman Archaeology
NT 22018 73240 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
Level 2 standing building survey were undertaken in January
2010 of Balfour Stewart House prior to its demolition. The
building, designed by RMJM, was constructed in 1984 as the
headquarters for the Distillers Company. The building was
purchased in 2000 by Scottish and Newcastle, became vacant
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in 2006 and was demolished in February 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: RSK Environment Ltd on behalf of Northern Trust Ltd

Braid Burn Flood Prevention Scheme
Mitigation
Melanie Johnson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 23051 69410, NT 2787 7098, NT 27985 71848, NT 27753
71337, NT 2765 7130, NT 28550 72044, NT 303 740, NT
27260 70750 and NT 2685 7021 A programme of mitigation
works was carried out between July 2005 and August 2009
at various locations along the Braid Burn as part of a flood
prevention scheme. Photographic recording was undertaken
of two bridges on Gilmerton Road, Peffermill Bridge, a
boundary wall running from Adelphi Place to Rosefield Park,
and a section of the boundary wall for Inch Park which
ran along part of Old Dalkeith Road and Cameron Toll. A
Level 3 standing building survey was undertaken prior to
the dismantling and rebuilding of a grade B listed wall and
gate pier at 4 Peffermill Road (NT27SE 4868). Watching
briefs were carried out at Oxgangs Primary School, Oxgangs
Road North, Inch Park, Priestfield Gardens, Peffermill Road,
Nether Liberton, Duddingston Road West, and Adelphi Place.
At Nether Liberton, two substantial stone box culverts were
identified. These features probably related to the control of
water for an 18th-century mill, which was located here (and
is now residential). The features consisted of a section of
buried mill lade which took the water from the mill back to
the Braid Burn and a side lade which took excess water or
diverted water back into the Braid Burn before it reached the
mill.
A watching brief during work at Adelphi Place recorded a
number of building remains at the N end of the excavation
area. It is probable that these remains represented the
basements or cellars of buildings depicted on the 1st and
2nd editions of the Town Plan. A number of pits containing
pottery and pottery dumps were found along the course of
the culvert excavation, in ground that had been built up with
demolition material. The pottery and glass from these dumps
was assessed by George Haggarty. The pottery finds were
dated to the 1950s and most were manufactured by Buchan’s
pottery works. The ceramic assemblage reflected changing
tastes in pottery styles after WW2.
An evaluation undertaken in Inch Park identified three box
drains, eight lengths of wall, two areas of paving and one
pile of stones containing a circular compressed shale disc.
The shale disc may have been a sharpening/grinding wheel.
All of these features were thought to be part of the designed
landscape associated with Inch House, which was constructed
in 1617. These discoveries led to further excavation work in
two areas. Two sections of wall, a bank and a culvert were
identified and excavated and a relative chronology for these
features was established. The revetment or retaining wall was
constructed to contain a bank of redeposited natural and was
associated with a culvert. The finds evidence suggested that
the wall had been demolished by the early 20th century. It is
possible that the earlier wall and culvert represented part of
the boundary between Ward Park and Horse Park as depicted
on the 1794 estate plan. A single trial trench excavated at
Mayfield Road to assess the survival of a mill dam and mill
lead did not locate any features or deposits of archaeological
significance.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Citadel Church, Leith
Evaluation
66

Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2682 7661 The recording of a service trench was carried
out at Dock Street on the 29 April 2010. The trench was
located within the eastern defensive ditch of the 17th-century
Leith Citadel, but no features or finds of archaeological
significance were recorded in an area which had been
extensively affected by earlier services.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: MCP Mariners in Administration Ltd

16–17 Coburg Street
Survey, watching brief, standing building recording and
excavation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2679 7650 A programme of archaeological works was
undertaken 3 May–1 June 2010 on the site of Sandport House,
prior to its clearance and redevelopment. The works consisted
of a borehole survey (six boreholes were drilled) to the S of
the area and a watching brief on the removal of rubble to the
N of the area. A previous evaluation undertaken on the site in
2009 had identified at least one underground vault in this area
and a total of four vaults were revealed after the removal of the
(relatively) modern dump of material which had filled them.
Three vaults were located to the NE of the site and a number
of fireplaces and a cast-iron range were recorded inside them.
A brick floor was also exposed. A further vault to the W (with
remnants of its vaulted roof still in place) seems to have
functioned as a service vault, with a number of drains and
later concrete piers for the buildings that were once located
above it. Map regression and other archive research indicated
that the area had been occupied in the 18th century and subject
to industrial development by the early 19th century. David Bell
Seed Manufacturers had occupied a large mill building on the
site during the 19th and 20th centuries.
No vault existed to the NW of the development area, but
there was an indication that medieval deposits might exist
and a small hand-dug trench was excavated at a central
point in the N of the site. This trench contained a number of
potential medieval deposits with finds of pottery and glass,
the exact date of which have yet to be determined.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Chamberlain Portobello Developments Ltd

45b Cramond Glebe Road
Evaluation
Kirsty Dingwall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 18897 76819 Three test pits were excavated on 14 July
2010 prior to development work at 45b Glebe Road. The test
pits were dug against a newly built wall and revealed Roman
deposits and features of AD 2nd–3rd century date below 0.8m
of topsoil and relatively recent deposits. The development has
not impacted on these deposits. The recovery of a prehistoric
flint and a post-medieval coin in the topsoil of the test pits
is considered indicative of activity in the area beyond the
Roman period.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Martin McFadden

5 Cramond Glebe Terrace
Evaluation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1892 7668 An evaluation was undertaken on 1 December
2009 on the site of a single house development. Two trenches
covering a total area of 47m2 were machine excavated. No
significant archaeological features or artefacts were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Tom Gray
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Cramond Roman Fort
Geophysical survey
David Jones and Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field
Society (EAFS)
NT 18997 76951 A total of six linear array surveys were carried
out on 19 April 2010 to the N of the fort. The surveys aimed
to add further information to that derived from previous
work (DES 2004, 53; 2005, 63; 2008, 71 and 2009, 72–73).
The two surveys undertaken in the tower grounds to the W
and E of the pond showed areas of low resistance that may
reflect the presence of a ditch. The three linear array surveys
carried out 60m to the W of the pond showed low resistance
on the same E–W alignment. The line of low resistance
appears to represent a continuation of the ditch detected, for
over 100m, to the E of Cramond House (DES 2004, 53).
High resistance anomalies were detected in two places on
the line of the N rampart of the Severan fort. Additional areas
of high resistance further to the N may possibly show an
earlier rampart, 30m to the N of the Severan wall.
Low resistance E–W aligned ditches that have unclear sections
and appear slumped could be associated with an earlier phase of
temporary or construction camps. The high resistance infill of a
sharper section ditch would be compatible with backfilling when
the earlier fort was abandoned. The truncation of deposits at
the time of the Cramond medieval village and later makes any
interpretation without excavation difficult.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CECAS, EAFS and Dr Peter Morris

Dean Path, Edinburgh
Evaluation and watching brief
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 238 740 An evaluation and watching brief was undertaken
in March 2009 during groundworks on the site of a house
development immediately SW of Dean Cemetery. Trial
trenches excavated during the evaluation contained deposits
that indicated the site was located on made ground and no
deposits of archaeological significance were recorded. A small
section of non-structural modern wall and several fragments

of memorial masonry, some inscribed, were recorded during
the watching brief. The wall was probably associated with
landscaping and the masonry was recovered from material
dumped close to the site boundary with the cemetery.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended).
Report: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Goodburn Baillie (Architecture) Ltd

Duddingston Manse Gardens
Standing building recording and evaluation
John McCarthy – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 28350 72616, NT 28376 72622, NT 28376 72617 and
NT 28349 72612 A Level 1 standing building survey and
evaluation were carried out 4 August–2 September 2010 at
Duddingston Manse prior to the proposed redevelopment of
the site. The survey focused on a stretch of wall at the edge of
the development which contained traces of a pre-19th-century
building frontage. The evaluation comprised trial trenching
(three trenches) in the NW corner of the manse garden to the
rear of the upstanding frontage.
No archaeological deposits or features were recorded in
the first two trenches, with undisturbed glacial till recorded
at 0.3m below the present ground surface. Traces of wall
foundations were recorded in the third trench. The absence
of pottery and other finds from the topsoil suggests that the
excavated soil may have been imported after the deposits
associated with the manse were removed. The recording of
the wall to the N showed that the frontage of the pre-19thcentury buildings was preserved to a height of up to 2.5m
and that the wall had been raised by c1m.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Crichton Lang, Willis and Galloway (CLWG) Architects

Edinburgh Old College Quadrangle
Desk-based assessment, evaluation and excavation
Ross Cameron, Tom Addyman, Tanja Romankiewicz, Cath Richards
and Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology/Simpson and
Brown Architects
NT 25990 73360 A desk-based assessment and evaluation
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was undertaken in relation to proposed resurfacing of the Old
College Quadrangle courtyard. The desk-based assessment
summarised the history of the site and established the
approximate position of any possible surviving archaeological
remains. The evaluation was carried out 29–31 March 2010
and targeted areas where remains of previous buildings were
to be expected. Nine trenches were opened across the interior
courtyard amounting to just under 7% of the development
area. The trenches confirmed that the ground level in the
courtyard had been substantially lowered and levelled c1832
as part of William Playfair’s completion of the existing
quadrangle building. A post-medieval stone-lined drain
that was encountered is part of Playfair’s building works.
Despite the 19th-century down-cutting of the courtyard area,
parts of a pre-existing paved surface and wall footings were
identified in the NW corner of the site. A small quantity of
disarticulated human bone was recovered from an area of
redeposited subsoil in the S-central part of the site. This was
probably residual from the medieval graveyard of the church
of St Mary’s in the Field that had formerly occupied much of
the Quadrangle area.
Subsequent monitoring during the general reduction of the
court surface identified numerous archaeological features of
varying date and led to a more extensive mitigation exercise.
Over 84 days from 29 June to 22 October 2010 the entire court
surface was cleaned, with numerous individual sondages and
wider excavation areas opened up to target and investigate
particular areas, features and deposits.
The excavation recorded evidence for the substantial
landscaping and down-cutting undertaken by Playfair c1832.
A broad band of exposed bedrock was recorded across the SW
part of the site, bordered to N and E by undisturbed natural
subsoils. Playfair’s landscaping activity had eradicated any
remains of the medieval church. However, remnants of
its associated cemetery were recovered (some quantity of
charnel in redeposited material over much of the central part
of the site). Where the historic ground surface sloped down
further to the N and E a zone of in situ inhumations survived.
Down-cutting had been so extensive that these lay just below
the modern courtyard surface; of these a total of 44 were
disinterred and at least 15 which lay at a deeper level were
left undisturbed. There appears to have been four phases of
burial, as indicated by both stratigraphy and notable general
alignment changes. All ages from neonate to adult of both
sexes were represented, suggesting a general population. One
triple burial included an adult male, a female and a juvenile.
At least two probable cases of syphilis were identified at
the final phase, suggesting a dating of c1500 or thereafter.
Evidence was recovered for the use of shrouds (pins, lace
loops, etc); associated ceramics and a late 15th-century coin
confirmed a general medieval date. The cemetery appeared
to have been bounded by sections of walling identified along
its N and E sides. In the SE sector early clay-bonded footings
and apparent robber-trenching may relate to ancillary
buildings associated with the medieval collegiate church.
The N side of the cemetery was bounded by a lane, partly
terraced into the downward sloping ground and formed of
multiple episodes of metalling. This lane was bounded by a
further wall on its N side and aligned at a slight angle to the
subsequent general axes of buildings established on site by
the 17th century. Bounding the lane further to the NW and
respecting its alignment were the remains of a substantially
built masonry structure of apparent later medieval date.
Whether this represented parts of a documented infirmary
of the medieval collegiate foundation or Hamilton House, the
town residence of the Duke of Chatelherault and dating to the
early 1550s, was not determined. To the E there survived parts
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of a massively built kitchen fireplace (including the springing
of its arch and well preserved scorched hearthstones) and a
truncated slop-sink in the S wall. The latter had evidently
fed in to a stone-lined drain that was recorded along the S
exterior wall foot. The SW angle of the structure revealed the
base of a projecting stair tower. An entrance at the foot of the
turnpike evidently led to lower chambers, possibly cellars.
Hamilton House and other existing buildings were
incorporated into the new college foundation, later the
University of Edinburgh, established by the city in 1582–3.
The church was demolished and a large quarry pit on part of
its site probably provided building stone for the new works.
Remains of a number of 17th-century college buildings were
recorded. A vaulted cellar inserted into Hamilton House
probably dates to this time. A Quadrangle was formed to the
NW – the Laigh College. The remains of the SE corner of this
were revealed within the excavation area, including parts of
a court surface formed by setts and part of a masonry stair
rising to the main court area, the High College to the S. The
High Court was bonded on its E side by a major masonry
range erected in 1617 and used variously as a library,
museum and Common Hall. Parts of the E, S and all of the W
walls of this structure were revealed, the latter retaining the
preserved dressed threshold stones of its principal entrance.
A large sondage at its SW internal angle revealed the beam
settings for a wooden floor. Fallen plasterwork recovered
from this area formed a substantial ceiling cornice of 17thcentury character.

Work in progress on the sunken courtyard of the 1617 library building,
Edinburgh Old College, Quadrangle

The 1617 building was bonded on its W side by a sunken
courtyard; this was fully excavated as part of a voluntary
exercise involving students from Edinburgh University.
The court had been terraced into upward sloping ground
to the W, cutting into the pre-existing cemetery area and
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retained by a masonry court wall that was punctuated by a
masonry stair. The cobbled court surface was exceptionally
well preserved and retained a central drainage gully set at
a right angle and drawing to the N.
The footprint of a subsidiary building extending W from
the S part of the 1617 library building and closing off the S
side of the sunken courtyard was recorded. This structure,
of 18th-century date, contained a larger chamber to the W
with a fireplace in its W wall and a stair chamber to the E.
The wooden stair rose up within the semi-circular walling
to the S. A secondary entrance at the NW corner of the
main room opened into a small building occupying the
SW angle of the sunken court; within this survived well
preserved remains of a wooden floor.
The N side of the High Court was bounded by a library
range erected in 1642–6. Its S wall was recorded in a
number of sondages, which showed that this cut through
the pre-existing metalled lane along much of its length. Its
SW corner had been built around the SE angle of Hamilton
House. Fragments of court paving were recorded along the
S side of Hamilton House.
The early buildings revealed in the excavations were
demolished between c1790, when Robert Adam commenced
construction of the existing college buildings, and c1825
when his scheme was continued using a revised design by
William Playfair. The lower parts of the early buildings and
sunken courtyard were infilled with their own demolition
rubble.
The remains of assorted chemical compounds including
arsenic and mercury and fragments of glassware were
recovered from the W end of the interior of the 1642 library
and are considered to represent the contents of an early
19th-century chemistry laboratory. Further remains of later
date included the foundations of stairs set at 45° into each
of the corners of the Quad. These were part of the initial
Playfair scheme and survived until the mid-20th century
alongside a fountain base in the W end of the Quad. An
extensive network of stone-lined drains related principally
to the Playfair period.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The University of Edinburgh

Edinburgh Trams Project: South Leith Parish Church
Graveyard, Constitution Street
Excavation
Sorina Spanou – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 27041 76070 Part of the post-medieval graveyard
associated with South Leith Parish Church was excavated
15 April–22 September 2009 in advance of tram track
construction in Constitution Street. The street runs adjacent
to the graveyard wall and was built in 1790 to improve
access to the harbour.
The excavations yielded 260 graves containing some
302 inhumations in a variety of grave types. Despite
the proximity to a known graveyard, the density and
preservation of the graves was unexpected, as burials
had not been thought to extend much beyond the existing
graveyard wall. No finds of human remains had been
reported previously, despite evidence that many burials
had been cut by modern services.
The graves, orientated NW–SE, were arranged in closely
spaced rows. The majority were single, supine extended
inhumations interred in wooden coffins or in earthen
graves. Also present were shrouded bodies placed in simple
graves, group burials in irregular pits and superimposed
double burials, usually of a child and an adult. Most
artefacts were iron coffin nails, with a few shroud pins. A

copper buckle was found in one grave, along with textile
remains of clothing.

Excavation in progress at Constitution Street, Edinburgh

Documentary and pottery evidence point to a date
between the 16th and 17th centuries for most graves,
and all predate the construction of Constitution Street in
c1790. However, there is a strong possibility that earlier
medieval burials are present, possibly associated with the
15th-century hospital and chapel that stood on and close
to the present church. Radiocarbon dating and further
stratigraphic analysis may give us a more accurate picture
of their chronology.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: CECAS and RCAHMS
Funder: TIE

217B Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh
Desk-based assessment, survey and evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 27369 70623 A programme of work was carried out
July–August 2010 prior to the construction of a residential
development. The desk-based assessment indicated that
the proposed development lay within the former Nether
Liberton village, and the photographic survey recorded
the boundary wall fronting onto the street prior to its
demolition. Trial trenching identified a single linear feature,
but this did not contain any datable material.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Joe Crolla

349 Gorgie Road, Edinburgh
Excavation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 226 721 An excavation was carried out January–July
2010, following a desk-based assessment and evaluation
which identified sandstone wall footings corresponding to
the location of one of the 19th-century buildings associated
with Gorgie Mill, as depicted on the 1855 edition OS map.
A series of sandstone wall footings were recorded which
corresponded to the location of the mill on the 1855 map.
The foundation of a red sandstone building abutting the
S side of the wall footings was recorded. A substantial
rectangular structure, 6.5 x 2.2m, was discovered to the
E of the main mill building. It had a raised flagstone
surface and an internal structure at its S end consisting
of a void with suspended lintels and a partial flagstone
base which had been filled with ash. The purpose of this
structure is unclear, but it is possible that it had been used
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as a generator or boiler stand. A sandstone collector drain
abutted the N end of the structure and fed into a large box
drain which ran W along the N side of the mill building.

ground floors are comparatively recent, probably dating to
the late 18th or 19th century, and appear to abut the older
building to the W.

Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Dunedin Canmore Housing Association

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mark and Sylvia Hamilton

Granton United Church
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2292 7652 A survey was undertaken of Granton United
Church on 13 April 2010 prior to its demolition. The work
consisted of the production of a photographic, drawn and
written record of the church, which was constructed in
1937 to a design by the architect AH Mottram.

Joppa Salt Pan Works
Evaluation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology
NT 3210 7340 A programme of archaeological works was
conducted 28–29 September 2010 on the site of the former
salt pan works at Joppa, following the collapse of the NW
corner of the sea wall. Information provided by a desk-based
assessment and geophysical survey was used to determine the
placement of six evaluation trenches. The trenches revealed
a number of wall foundations and a poorly preserved water
tank rubble wall close to the N end of the site. Unfortunately
no floor surfaces were revealed and no artefacts associated
with the salt pan works were recovered.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Port of Leith Housing Association

Greyfriars Kirk House, Edinburgh
Evaluation
James McMeekin – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 255 734 An evaluation of a proposed development site
was carried out 16–17 June 2010. Rubble deposits sealed
the cellar of a tenement that had been largely demolished
in the mid-20th century. Two medieval features, a large pit
and a possible ditch, were recorded in trial trenches. Both
features lay beneath the footprint of recently demolished
warehouses dating from the 18th–19th century and
contained White Gritty Ware pottery dating to the 12th
to 15th centuries AD and charred cereal grains including
oat, hulled barley and club/bread wheat. Medieval pottery
sherds from the 13th–15th century were recovered from a
deep deposit in an engineering test pit towards the NW
corner of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Greyfriars Tolbooth and Highland Kirk

343 High Street, Edinburgh
Standing building recording and watching brief
Tim Holden – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2570 7363 A standing building survey and watching
brief were undertaken 1 June–1 October 2010 prior to and
during groundworks associated with redevelopment of the
site. The documentary evidence indicated that the complex
of buildings between Roxburgh’s Close and Advocate’s
Close have been extensively modified during the last 500
years, with major episodes of building, demolition and
rebuilding. Originally high status homes and work places
for merchants and tradesmen, the condition of buildings
in this part of Edinburgh declined, particularly after the
building of the New Town. It is likely that some properties
were used for industrial purposes and by the 1860s
parts were described as slums, and were subsequently
demolished and rebuilt.
The work undertaken established a preliminary phasing
for some elements of the buildings. The basement rooms
along the High Street could potentially be of 15th-century
date, but the buildings along Advocate’s Close contained
substantial 16th- and 17th-century elements. It is probable that
the rooms of the N Flat (Rooms F2 and F3) are substantially
of this date and are part of what was once a much higher
tenement with jettied overhangs and painted ceilings. The
current High Street frontage has been significantly modified
and the building was severely truncated in the 1930s, when
the extension to the City Chambers was constructed. Much
of the surviving masonry fabric is probably 18th century. To
the rear (N) of the property, fronting Roxburgh’s Close, the
rooms forming the current sub-basement, basement and
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Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Lochend Park, Lochend Road South
Evaluation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2780 7470 An evaluation was undertaken on 25 January
2010 at a proposed development site at Lochend Park. Two
machine excavated trenches covering a basal area of 20m2
were opened. No significant archaeological features or finds
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council (Property Services)

Logie Green Road/Beaverbank Place, Edinburgh
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 25483 75294 A desk-based assessment and programme
of trial trenching were undertaken 11–14 December 2009
on a proposed development site. Map and documentary
evidence indicated the possible presence of an early- to
mid-18th-century mill lade and mid-19th-century industrial
buildings in the development area. The evaluation located
a well preserved lade, which closely correlated to the map
evidence. A substantial cut feature to the S, infilled with a
deposit containing late 17th- to early 18th-century pottery,
may represent an earlier version of the lade. Structural
foundations and pits recorded elsewhere on the site were
thought to relate to 19th-/20th-century industrial activity.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Watkin Jones Construction

55 London Road, Edinburgh
Standing building recording
S Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 276 743 A Level 2–3 building survey was carried out
in May 2010 on a derelict Methodist church prior to its
demolition. The church was constructed shortly before
1904 and was last used for worship in 2004. Occupying an
L-shaped plan, the church had a rectangular congregation
area lit by Palladian-style windows. A hall adjoined the
congregational area. The building was mainly timber-framed
resting on brick foundations. The interior walls were clad
with timber panelling to dado height with painted plaster
above. The roof was of through-purlin construction with
painted sarking boards and exposed timber rafters. The apex
of the roof was boxed in and pierced with ventilation holes.
The exterior of the church had harled walls. The roof was
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tiled and had a squat central louvered spire.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: City of Edinburgh Council
SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Cruden Homes Ltd

Morrison Street Car Park (EICC)
Evaluation
Nuala Marshall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 246 732 An evaluation was carried out 21–23 July 2010 at
a proposed development site associated with the Edinburgh
International Conference Centre (EICC). A total of four
trenches were excavated revealing a series of foundation
walls, relating to tenements and evidence of the cobbled road
surface of Newport Street. The features were of 19th-century
date and are depicted on the 1st (1852) and 2nd (1894) edition
OS town plans.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Sir Robert McAlpine Ltd

National Museums Scotland
Watching brief, test pitting and recording
A Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 258 733 A programme of archaeological works was
carried out January 2008–May 2009 in the basement of the
Royal Museum in advance of and during redevelopment of
the museum. The work consisted of test pitting, monitoring
of groundworks and recording of the upstanding remains
of the Flodden Wall. Previous excavations on the western
extension had revealed evidence of medieval activity (Ewart
1992), while 17th-century maps showed buildings with
associated gardens on the site. In the 18th century the Trades
Maiden Hospital moved onto the E side of the site and the
buildings of Argyle Square were constructed to the W.
The groundworks exposed one medieval pit containing
12th- to 16th-century pottery; correlating with the period
of activity recorded by Ewart. Sporadic deposits of buried
garden soil were recorded across the site, with finds dating
them to the medieval and post-medieval periods. The
incomplete coverage of these deposits probably reflected
the effect of ground levelling during periods of major
construction, with the garden soil only surviving in natural
hollows. No archaeological remains were recorded in the
footprint of the Trades Maiden Hospital. However, structural
remains were encountered elsewhere beneath the museum’s
basement floor. A number of walls, one incorporating a
window setting and the upstanding remains of three vaulted
rooms were recorded. An examination of the 1859 plan of
Argyle Square suggested these were the remains of buildings
on the southern range of the square. The vaulted rooms
appeared to have served as coal stores. A well preserved
stone culvert was also recorded and preserved in situ. As
the wall bases were not reached and the window feature was
only just revealed it is considered likely that archaeological
deposits, which may include the basement floors of the 18thto 19th-century Argyle Square buildings as well as earlier
features, survive at a deeper level.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CECAS
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Old High School, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Ross Murray – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 26190 73470 A programme of archaeological works was
undertaken 2–3 March 2010 prior to development. The work
consisted of a desk-based assessment, standing building
survey, excavation of a trial trench and monitoring of the
excavation of geo-technical test pits. The site was close to

the presumed location of a 13th-century Dominican friary,
in an area that appeared to have remained as gardens until
the 19th century, when the Royal Medical Society Hall was
constructed. The evaluation uncovered the remains of a crude
garden wall, which had been truncated by the construction
cut for the Hall. The wall was set into a shallow garden soil
that had also been heavily truncated. No archaeological
remains associated with the Hall, which was demolished in
1876 or the earlier friary were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Malcolm Fraser Architects

Palace of Holyroodhouse
Survey
David Murray and Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2693 7390 A recording exercise was undertaken on 16–19
October 2009 during the repair of windows on the S face of
the palace. The easternmost two windows on the first and
second floors had been constructed to have the appearance,
but not the operation, of sash windows. Masonry blocking
behind the windows is thought to have been in situ when
these windows were first installed. Inscriptions seen on
the blocking and window panes consisted mostly of signed
names, many dated 1867. Glass from previous repairs was
cleared from between the window frames and the blocking
at the first floor level, but there were no inscriptions visible
on the fragments. The glass sherds varied in thickness and it
is thought that the thinner glass would have replaced earlier
thicker window glass.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Palace of Holyroodhouse (Gardens)
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 269 739 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
during the excavation of ten small holes in the grounds of
the palace. These were designed to take permanent survey
markers and were located around the S, E and N sides of
the palace complex. The holes were hand-excavated and
measured 400 x 400mm by 125mm deep. The sandy silt
recorded in the holes contained no archaeological features or
finds of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Palace of Holyroodhouse (Gardens)
Watching brief
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 268 739 (centred on) In November 2009 a trench was
excavated to the S of the SE corner of the palace. The excavation
was halted when substantial in situ structural remains were
discovered 150mm below the present ground surface. The
remains may relate to 18th- and 19th-century buildings lying
close to the S face of the palace. These buildings, associated
with the Duke of Hamilton gardens, consisted of a combination
of enclosures and roofed buildings.
A watching brief was maintained in December 2009 during
an excavation of the N end of the ha-ha. The work disturbed
little other than topsoil and material that may have been
associated with a Victorian boundary wall. A deposit that
may have been part of an earlier version of the ha-ha was
seen but not excavated.
A watching brief was carried out in February 2010 during
the excavation of 17 small holes in advance of tree planting
in the gardens of the palace. Traces of a path that may have
run alongside an earlier version of the E boundary wall were
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recorded in two of the holes. Traces of an earlier soil horizon
were recorded in the majority of the holes at 0.3–0.4m
below the current ground surface. Other features recorded
included the remains of a structure formed with stone and
clay, perhaps a drain, and a stone and mortar surface of
indeterminate date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Palace of Holyroodhouse (Gardens)
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2692 7385 A watching brief was maintained 27–28 April
2010 during the removal of an area of pampas grass in the
gardens of the palace. The excavation revealed an E–W
aligned wall line, which was at least 0.95m wide and up to
1.05m wide at its W end. This substantial wall, bonded with
lime mortar, probably represented part of the expanded 17thcentury palace, with its N face lying 13.3m S of the S wall of
the extant palace buildings.

the MOD, a licence was obtained from them and the dig took
place on the 3 July 2010. A metal detector survey found a few
fragments of alloy. A magnetometer survey found one small
deep target. A JCB was used to scrape off the soil, 6” at a time
until the characteristic blueish colour of magnesium alloy
was found. This area was then excavated until, at a depth
of 6ft, no more aircraft could be found. The magnetometer
reading turned out to be a small generator from the engine.
The RAF recovery crew had carried out an almost full
recovery with only a few small shards of aluminium and
cockpit Perspex being found during the 2010 excavation. The
two best finds were the plate from the SU carburetors and the
latch mechanism from the cockpit canopy.
Archive: Items recovered will be on display at the Royal Botanic
Garden then onto the Dumfries Aviation Museum at Heathhall,
Dumfries.
Funder: Royal Botanic Garden

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Pilrig Park/Pilrig House Close
Watching brief
M Kilpatrick and I Arabaolaza – GUARD
NT 2640 7575 A watching brief was undertaken 20 May–2
June 2010 during the placement of a new underground
electricity cable next to a current service trench. The work
revealed two possible eroded dry stone walls that may relate
to earlier buildings associated with Pilrig Park House, and
evidence of a possible ditch associated with the 16th-century
fort known as Somerset’s Mount.
Archive: CECAS and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Power

4–17 Poplar Lane/20 Salamander Place/Fox Street
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2746 7624 A historic building survey was undertaken on
11 June 2010 on a large range of brick warehouses at 4–17
Poplar Lane prior to their demolition. A photographic, written
and floor plan record was made of the buildings which date
from 1920s, with two later additions to the N (at Fox Street)
dating to the 1950s and 1960s respectively. The building was
used mainly by the Scottish Wholesale Co-operative Society
(SCWS).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: J Smart and Co plc

Royal Botanic Garden
Excavation
Alan Leishman – Dumfries Aviation Museum
NT 24969 75256 An excavation was carried out on Spitfire
X4560 by the Dumfries Aviation Museum and Leigh Morris,
Head of Education, for the Royal Botanic Garden. Spitfire
X4560 was assigned to 123 (East India Sqn) on the 14 July
1941.Whilst based at RAF Drem in E Lothian it collided with
Spitfire X4910 on the 5 September 1941, lost its tail and dived
vertically into the ground at the Royal Botanic Garden behind
5 Inverleith Row. Its pilot, P/O AW Searle, bailed out too low
and was killed. He is buried in Dirleton Cemetery. The pilot
of the other Spitfire, P/O KM Simpson, bailed out before his
aircraft crashed onto East Fettes Avenue.
A local woman, Pauline Scott, mentioned to Leigh Morris
that she had witnessed the accident and he contacted the
Dumfries Aviation Museum. As all aircraft remains belong to
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The removal of top soil during the excavation at the Royal Botanic Garden

Scottish Parliament, Holyrood
Watching brief
Ross Murray – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2671 7388 A total of 11 test pits were monitored, 1 May
2009–1 March 2010, prior to and during the erection of
security barriers and bollards around the Scottish Parliament.
The test pits reached a depth of c1m and encountered modern
made ground and services. A post-medieval loam/garden soil
was recorded at Reid’s Close.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Parliament

St John the Evangelist
Geophysical survey
Donna M Maguire – GUARD
NT 251 734 A ground penetrating radar survey of the
graveyard at the St John the Evangelist Church was carried
out 10–11 November 2009. Several collapses had taken place
in the graveyard in during the previous year and the survey
aimed to locate areas of possible future collapse. The survey
identified several areas of potential subsidence and recumbent
stone vault markers that may be at risk of collapse.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Vestry of St John the Evangelist/John Renshaw Architect

Sugarhouse Close, 160 Canongate and 41, 49, 53
Holyrood Road, Edinburgh
Standing building recording and evaluation
John McCarthy – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 26405 73751, NT 26434 73760, NT 26478 73628 and NT
26501 73643 A programme of archaeological works consisting of
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a building survey and an evaluation of the site’s archaeological
potential was carried out on 22–26 March 2010. The historic
building assessment recorded the 12 standing structures that
form a complex of attached buildings on the former brewery
site. A total of six trial trenches were then excavated across
the development area, four on the N terrace and two on S
terrace. Most of the trenches encountered remains of 18th/19thcentury structures lying directly beneath modern surfaces
and make-up material. Archaeological remains uncovered
in the northern terrace appeared to represent the remains of
buildings associated with the brewery which appeared on the
2nd Edition OS map of 1896, with evidence of deep deposits
of made ground directly pre-dating these buildings in some
areas. No structures of medieval or definite pre-19th-century
date were found, although one trench on the northern terrace
produced evidence of relatively thick medieval garden soils.
The two trenches on the southern terrace uncovered the
basements of tenements and shops, which first appeared on
the OS Town Plan of 1867–77 and were demolished during
the late 1970s. Backfill deposits within these basements were
excavated up to 3m below the modern ground surface and
the potential for earlier remains to survive below this depth is
considered to be low.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Watkin Jones Group

The Pleasance Forecourt and Bicycle Store
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2620 7342 A watching brief was carried out intermittently
May–June 2010 during groundworks associated with
the creation of a new bicycle store and the insertion of
bollards. Deposits of modern made ground were recorded
but no significant archaeological features or artefacts were
discovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: University of Edinburgh

Turnhouse Road, Edinburgh
Watching Brief
Melanie Morrison – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 165 740 A watching brief was carried out 20 November
2007–15 January 2008 during all ground-breaking works
associated with the renewal of a gas pipeline. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Murphy Pipelines Ltd

Whitehill Road, Kinnaird South, Newcraighall
Excavation
Victoria Clements, Rob Engl and John Gooder –
AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3115 7143 An excavation was undertaken 19 January–6
February 2009 on a proposed development area to the S of
Newcraighall. The excavation revealed the highly truncated
remains of a late 18th- or early 19th-century stone-built
structure with associated areas of cobbled yard and drainage
features. The building was probably a farm cottage or small
agricultural building.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: South Yorkshire Pensions Authority

124 Whitehouse Road, Edinburgh
Evaluation
Laura Scott – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 18433 75615 An evaluation was undertaken on 29 June
2010 prior to the construction of a house and kennels in

the garden of the Whitehouse. The Whitehouse is a Grade
B listed building, the core of which dates to the early 17th
century with later 18th-century additions.
Trial trenching exposed the remains of a cobbled surface
cut through by a sandstone-lined culvert. A fragment of clay
pipe was recovered from the cobbled surface. The remains
of a possible retaining wall were also recorded. The culverts
and wall cut into a clay deposit, which had probably been
dumped on the site during landscaping of the garden in the
18th/19th century. This horizon was overlain by a second
mixed clay deposit, which suggests that at least two phases
of landscaping activity have occurred.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Patience and Highmore

Yew Tree Walk, Craigmillar Park
Watching brief
Mike Roy – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2833 7054 A watching brief was undertaken on 25 May
2010 on groundworks associated with the construction of an
access ramp from Old Dalkeith Road into a scheduled part of
Craigmillar Park. No archaeological deposits or features were
recorded. An entrance through the parkland boundary wall
was recorded prior to the removal of blocking infill.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Kirkliston
Newbridge Fire Training Centre
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1220 7200 An evaluation was carried out 10–12
November 2009 prior to the construction of a Fire Training
Centre. The presence of several services coupled with very
extensive areas of standing water significantly reduced the
area that could be evaluated. Trenching amounting to c700m2
indicated that the site had been substantially altered and
disturbed by development activity in the late 20th century.
No archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Smith Scott Mullan Associates

Plots 2, 12a and 12b, Axis Business Park, Newbridge
Evaluation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1211 7292 An evaluation was undertaken 24–26 November
2010 on a proposed commercial development at Newbridge.
The evaluation consisted of a monitored topsoil strip and the
excavation of two trenches (2700m2). No archaeologically
significant finds or features were encountered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Eastern Holdings Ltd

Ratho
Ratho Byres Farmhouse, Freeland’s Road, Ratho
Watching brief and photographic survey
Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology
NT 1459 7143 A watching brief and general photographic
survey was undertaken on 5 March 2010 during the
excavation of foundation trenches for an extension to a
19th-century farm cottage. The building occupies part of a
settlement site recorded on maps by Pont in the 1590s and is
mentioned from the mid-15th century. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Funder: Mike Johnson
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FALKIRK
Bo’ness and Carriden
Blackness Park
Geophysical survey
Jim Knowles – West Lothian Archaeology Group

Woodside (NS 8902 7963) and Elgin Place (NS 8903 7961)
confirmed the line of the ditch associated with the Antonine
Wall. It lies W of the line shown on OS maps and on a
different orientation.
Funder: Falkirk Museum

Castlecary
Excavation
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Museum
NS 7900 7818 Excavation in July 2010 to the S of the Roman fort
confirmed the line of a road leading to the S on a causeway.
Rubbish had been dumped on the E side of the embankment
and 1600 sherds of pottery and tile were recovered. A surface
scatter of flue tiles had been redeposited in the area when
the Edinburgh/Glasgow Railway was built through the fort
in 1841. The visible remains of the principia and a granary in
the fort were surveyed.
Archive: None
Funder: Falkirk Local History Society and Edinburgh Archaeological
Field Society

Falkirk Old Parish Church
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 8875 8000 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out, 9 December 2009, during the excavation of two small
test pits in the churchyard of Falkirk Old Parish Church, in
advance of town centre regeneration work. A previous cobble
road surface and burial ground soil were recorded, but the
excavations were not deep enough to reach the base of the
burial ground soil or to disturb any in situ burials. Some
small fragments of bone were reburied on site. Nothing else
of archaeological significance was found.
Kite aerial photograph taken in Blackness Park looking approximately NE

NT 0545 8010 A survey of the field immediately to the SW of
the mound outside the castle enclosure was undertaken in
2010. Kite aerial photography in the near infra-red revealed
numerous anomalies on the south-western side of the
field. These anomalies, which appear to cut through earlier
ones, may be associated with previous excavations and the
‘remains of a wartime military post’ (NT08SE 9).
A ground resistance survey carried out over ten 20 x 20m
grids recorded a number of anomalies. An area of high
resistance with an inverted L-shaped feature to the W, within
a sub-circular low resistance hollow, was recorded in the top
middle grid. Farther to the W an area of lower resistance
formed a series of irregular shapes. To the SE of this area a
low resistance linear feature was recorded running across the
entire survey area to the S. This feature then appeared to turn
to the SW and returns back N to the irregular shaped area.
Numerous low resistance anomalies that could represent pits
were recorded across the survey area.
The area has been identified as possibly containing
enclosures, funerary features, cultivation terraces and the
remains of military defences. The numerous intercutting
anomalies make this a very interesting multi-period site of
exciting archaeological potential.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ironside Farrar on behalf of Falkirk Council

Mumrills
Excavation
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Museum
NS 9180 7936 Excavation in April 2010 in advance of house
extensions revealed the S rampart of the Roman fort. It
consisted of dressed stone kerbs with a rubble and clay infill.
Its position indicated that the S gate of the fort lies farther
E than on published plans. Part of the gravelled intervallum
road was also uncovered at a point where a road led off at
right angles. In the angles of the roads a centurion’s quarters
were represented by timber postholes and a hearth.
Funder: S James

Archive: Historic Scotland, Falkirk Council and RCAHMS
Funder: West Lothian Archaeology Group

Falkirk
Antonine Wall
Excavation
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Museum
NS 8902 7963 and NS 8903 7961 Trial trenches excavated at
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Trench A at Mumrills looking W with the intervallum road on the left

Fa l k i r k / f i f e

Larbert

Beath

Forth Valley Acute Hospital, Larbert
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 8453 8286 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 21 January 2010 on groundworks for a footpath in the
SW corner of the hospital grounds. The site was considered
sensitive due to its proximity to Dunipace Roman marching
camp. A shallow topsoil was recorded above the ash surface
of an earlier modern footpath. The excavations went no
deeper than the ash surface and nothing of archaeological
significance was observed.

Blairadam Forest
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Tamlin Barton, David Perry, Ray Cachart and David Bowler – Alder
Archaeology Ltd
NT 105 945 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey of Blairadam Forest were undertaken
to enable the FCS to make informed decisions on the
management of the cultural heritage within it. The forest
lies W of the M90 motorway, near Kelty, and measures
c12sqkm. Sites identified in the assessment were visited over
several days between 29 August and 28 September 2009.
The survey found that many of the boundaries that once
belonged to Blairadam estate can still be identified in the
forest. The boundaries (comprising tree-lined banks, ha-has
and walls), belong to the designed landscape created by the
Adam family over three generations between 1733 and 1834.
It was possible, in many areas, to distinguish between three
different phases of boundary alterations. The survey also
found extensive mining remains along three different burns,
some of which may date to the medieval period. The most
extensive of these remains was an area of bell pits dating to
the 18th century and possibly earlier. Later mining remains
included a possible 19th-century mine almost hidden along
the Kelty Burn, as well as remains of Blairenbathie Colliery
and a later drift mine dating to the 1940s. The ruins of two
farmsteads were found on the periphery of the forest close
to the large opencast mine, as well as a possible WW2
watchtower. Other sites of interest included several reservoirs,
waterworks and dams, the ruins of two cottages, and a great
many quarries. As part of the study a suite of GIS shape files
and a database were created to help with future mitigation.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Expanded Structures Ltd

Muiravonside
Myrehead Windmill
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 96526 77570 A historic building survey was undertaken
on 19 August 2010 of the scheduled remains of Myrehead
Windmill prior to development work. A general and detailed
photographic record, a full floor plan, elevations (internal
and external) and cross-sections of the windmill and its two
adjoining ancillary buildings (a former furnace and engine
house) were produced. The windmill dates to at least the
early 19th century, possibly to the mid- to late 18th century,
and now stands as a roofless ruin with a number of blocked
openings and beam slots within the fabric of the rubble
walling. The attached buildings show little sign of their
original function, having been cleared and most openings
altered or blocked.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission of Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Carole and Kenny Henderson

FIFE
Aberdour
Aberdour Castle Walled Garden, Aberdour, Fife
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 19323 85518 A watching brief was carried out in May
2010 within the walled garden associated with Aberdour
Castle, during the excavation of three test pits to identify
an electrical fault in an underground cable. The test pits
were excavated through the modern garden soil into the
backfill of the previously excavated cable trench. Subsoil
was not reached and no features, deposits or artefacts of
archaeological significance were revealed.
Archive: Fife Council SMR, Historic Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Power Distribution Ltd

Inchcolm Abbey
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 1903 8265 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 10 May 2010 during the installation of new signs at
Inchcolm Abbey. Shallow trenches were excavated to house
the new signs and the existing weathered signs removed. Some
evidence of WW2 activity was uncovered during the work.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

A bell pit next to Piere’s Burn

Carnock
Blair House, Oakley
Evaluation
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 0328 9009 An evaluation was conducted in September 2010
in two fields that form part of the Blair House reclamation and
surface mine site. The evaluation covered 7007m2 (c5%) of
the land available for trial trenching. A desk-based assessment
had indicated that the land had previously been given over to
plantation and coal exploitation. The evaluation targeted two
fields which had historically remained undisturbed.
Trial trenching in Field A uncovered horseshoe-shaped
field drains and relict rig and furrow. A narrow, shallow gully
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was excavated in Trench 38. This feature was interpreted as
either a drainage gully or a truncated ditch and probably
dates to around the 18th century. Trial trenching in Field B
uncovered further remains of rig and furrow cultivation. No
other features of archaeological interest were uncovered.
Archive: Fife Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Coal

Collessie
Melville Gates Quarry
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NO 3058 1262 Monitoring was undertaken 11–12 February
2010 on work associated with mineral extraction. No
significant archaeological features or artefacts were recorded
and no further archaeological work was recommended.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council Archaeology Unit
Funder: Angle Park Sand and Gravel Co. Ltd

Culross
Culross Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NS 98884 86246 This collection of carved stone is stored
in two locations (the abbey and Stirling) and was assessed
during July–December 2009. Similarities in the moulding
profile and decorations on a large column capital and a
window beside the 13th-century chapter house doorway
indicate that the column was originally part of this window.
A group of vault ribs and keystones have related profiles and
probably come from the lay brothers’ refectory where the in
situ vaults are of a similar type. Finally, there are numerous
stones, including window jambs and tracery, which indicate
the existence of complex tracery designs that are no longer
present in the abbey.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Funder: Historic Scotland

Falkland
Curling Pond Field, Falkland
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 252 076 Four trial trenches, representing a 5% sample of
the remaining undeveloped area of a proposed football pitch,
were opened by mechanical excavator on 25 May 2010. All
four trenches contained a natural red boulder clay and stones
below a black topsoil. A further trial trench, in an area of
a proposed car park extension, located natural yellow sand
below topsoil and subsoil. Nothing of archaeological interest
was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Lomond United football club

Forgan
Kirkton Barns, Tayport
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 45 26 A diminutive flanged axehead was found by
Ricky Drummond while metal detecting in a stubble field at
Kirkton Barns. Its form invites comparison with early forms
of flanged axehead perhaps indicating a date in the later part
of the Early Bronze Age (c1700–1500 BC).
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT 03/10) allocated to Fife Museums

Kettle
Ramornie Quarry, Fife
Evaluation
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NO 3189 0975 An evaluation to assess archaeological
potential and record any WW2 military remains in the
western part of the site was carried out, 11–20 November
2009, prior to proposed mineral extraction. Shallow linear
features and plough marks relating to arable cultivation
were recorded across almost the entire site. The presence of
features and disturbance relating to the placement of farm
tracks, drainage and services in the central part of the site
suggested that this area had been subject to development in
recent times. The lack of significant archaeological features
and finds indicated that no further archaeological work was
required in this area.
The line of a ditch in the western part of the site was traced
and recorded. The ditch had been heavily disturbed by trees
but its profile was successfully recorded at two locations. No
artefacts, which might have determined the function and
date of the ditch, were recovered. However, the size and
location of the ditch suggest that it was not part of the WW2
anti-tank defences.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council Archaeology Unit
Funder: Angle Park Sand and Gravel Co. Ltd

Leslie

Window tracery, Culross Abbey
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Lomond Quarry, Leslie
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD
NO 24226 02297 A watching brief was undertaken 17–19
February 2010 during topsoil stripping within the western
extension to the Lomond Quarry.
Documentary and cartographic sources indicated the
presence of a potentially prehistoric cist burial and an
early modern building in this area; however, no significant
archaeological remains were recorded.

fife

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Skene Group Ltd

Markinch
Leven Bottling Plant
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 359 011 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out
periodically from 13 May–24 September 2010 during work
on the new bottling plant at Leven. The site is located
immediately to the N of the Leven-Windygates road, on an
area that corresponds to the approximate limit of the raised
beach sequence. The site consisted of landscaped terraces
cut into the natural topography. The only sign of activity
recorded were traces of successive attempts to drain a
natural lake/boggy area that ran towards the N side of the
site at the foot of a natural gradient.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Blyth and Blyth on behalf of Diageo PLC

Kirkforthar
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NO 30 05 A Romano-British trumpet brooch was found by
metal detecting near Kirkforthar. It is a slightly unusual
variant, with the central device on the bow being a tripartite
moulding with a central grooved band, flanked by split-lip
mouldings familiar from Celtic art.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT221/09) allocated to Kirkcaldy
Museum
Funder: National Museums Scotland

St Andrews and St Leonards
St Andrew’s Cathedral
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NO 51415 16687 This collection of a large number of postreformation tomb slabs and a group of architectural fragments
was catalogued June 2008–March 2010 and is now on display
in the cathedral museum. Among the architectural fragments
are two very well preserved pieces of cornice. One of these
shows a series of grotesque heads connected by a stem of
vegetation. The stem is portrayed descending through the top
of each head and re-appearing through the mouth to descend
to the head below. The cornice is worked in very fine-grained
sandstone, which has allowed the detail to be carved with
a great degree of freedom and delicacy. The other cornice
is more stylised in form, with a row of rectangular foliage
and berry forms, again connected by a stem of vegetation.
The coarser grade of this sandstone has clearly affected the
manner of the carving, with a stronger sense of regularised
pattern-making compensating for the relative simplicity of
the carved detail. Among the tomb slabs, there are many
fine examples of symbols of mortality, trades, heraldry and
inscriptions, such as the tomb of Christian Wood (d 1636),
which includes a skeleton with ‘memento mori’ on a scroll
above its head.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Funder: Historic Scotland

Monimail
Mountcastle Quarry, Letham
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NO 31227 13627 A watching brief during topsoil stripping
on a proposed extension to the Mountcastle sand and gravel
quarry, 31 August–5 October 2010, located a number of
features. The majority of the features were aligned pits. A
linear feature interpreted as an old hedge line or modern
field boundary and a further three isolated pits were also
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Hanson PLC

Saline
Cadgerford, Saline
Walkover survey
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 9891 9268 A walkover survey was carried out on an area
of proposed woodland planting during March 2010. The
remains of a farm steading known as West Kitchen Green
and first shown on the 1st Edition OS map of 1856 were
identified as low footings.
The site was approached by a trackway that survives as
a level terrace cut into the hillslope, with a revetment wall
above. A number of earthen field banks and grass-covered
walls were found which matched features shown on the
1st Edition OS map. The numerous piles of field-cleared
boulders recorded across the study area were considered to
be modern.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council Archaeology Service
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Cornice, St Andrew’s Cathedral Museum

St Andrew’s Cathedral
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
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NO 513 166 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
5 May–11 June 2010 during the installation of new signs
at St Andrew’s Cathedral. A total of four shallow trenches
were excavated to house the new signs and the existing sign
removed. The only find of archaeological significance was
a fragment of medieval floor tile. However, due to the site’s
importance it was recommended that any future groundbreaking works should be carried out under archaeological
supervision.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

St Andrews University New Data Centre
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 5095 1691 A watching brief was undertaken 3–13
November 2009 during construction works associated with
a development on a former squash court to the W of Butt’s
Wynd and E of the university library. A small assemblage
of unstratified early 13th- and 14th-century pottery sherds
was recovered. However, as this was residual material from
a later remixed garden soil it only hints at local activity in
the area. No other significant archaeological finds or features
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: University of St Andrews

St Leonards Primary School, St Andrews
Excavation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 508 165 A series of test pits were excavated 21–23 July 2010
in the grounds of the school in advance of geotechnical site
investigations. The remains of a sandstone cobbled surface
was discovered in one pit, sealed by topsoil and ash and
set on made ground. The surface is likely to be the remains
of a former path/track leading from the main town wall
entrance to St Catherine’s House. Its lack of depth suggests
that it is fairly recent in date. The soil profiles revealed in
the test pits indicate that the area to the S of St Catherine’s
House has been extensively built up and landscaped. Traces
of the original ground surface were revealed to the E of the
investigation area. No other archaeological remains were
discovered.
Archive: Fife Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Thomson Bethune

Torryburn
Shoreside, Crombie Point
Standing building recording
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NT 0310 8500 A standing building survey of the ruined
remains of ‘Shore-Side’, an early 19th-century building close
to Crombie Point, was carried out on 19 January 2010 prior to
its demolition. The building consisted of a two-storey house
which once formed part of the Craigflower estate. This estate
was associated with the Colville family and local sources
suggest that the building was once used as a dower house.
The house was originally rectangular in plan, and it may
correspond to an earlier structure shown on Thomson’s map
of 1832. It was later extended at the S end and NE corner.
The remains of an ancillary building contemporary with the
remodelled 19th-century house and located at its NW corner
were also recorded, along with the remains of a modern
piggery.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council Archaeology Service
Funder: Mr Grant Phillips
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GLASGOW
Eastwood
Pollok House
Standing building survey
Mark Mitchell and Michael Thornley – DACE University of Glasgow.
NS 548 618 The DACE field school undertook a standing
building survey, 24–28 July 2010, which focused on the
southern aspects and gardens of Pollok House and the
recording of the retaining walls and associated memorial for
the staff and tenants of the estate.
The southern aspects of the house were investigated in
detail using photographic rectification and visual phasing
survey. The records of other structures were hand drawn
and photographically recorded. A full visual survey of the
house, including the interior of its main entrance way and all
extensions to the property, was also undertaken. The survey
results indicated that not only had the house been substantially
re-engineered since its completion in 1757 but that original
traces from the 18th-century structure, such as lime mortar, can
still seen in specific areas on the northern side of the property.
Alterations to the formal gardens to the E and S of the house
were found to date to the late 19th to early 20th century, while
the main expansion of the house, the addition of two wings
and ornamental features date to the early to mid-20th century.
The rediscovery by one of the students (M Thornley) of an
elevation plan showing the original ground levels in front of
Pollok House was one of the major outcomes of the research.
The original ground level, which is recorded in red pencil on
the plan, appears to indicate the earlier roadway recorded
on Robert Ogilivy’s 1741 estate plan. This estate plan
records not only Pollok Toun, partially surveyed by Glasgow
Archaeological Society (GAS) in 2009, but also the orchard
site on which Pollok House was sited. However, Ogilivy’s
plan is not topographical and the elevation plan increases
our understanding of the landscape prior to the extensive
landscape engineering activity. Multiple cross comparisons
between Pollok House and others from the same periods
has helped to develop a better phasing sequence for the
construction of the house and its immediate landscape.
The memorial plaque embedded in the garden’s retaining
wall records both the casualties incurred by estate tenants
and staff during WW1 and those who survived the conflict. It
also records the dates of the conflict as 1914 to 1919, from the
start of hostilities until the signing of the Treaty of Versaillies.
The memorial is located between Pollok House and the
Steadings and faces directly onto the 18th-century bridge that
forms one of the main access routes to the house. Student
research revealed the memorial to be highly unusual in its
prominent placement, its commemoration of the survivors
along with the dead and its time frame.
This work has concluded the main core of archaeological
work around Pollok House and the Old Steadings areas of
Nether Pollok and has added to the main body of work
conducted by GAS in Pollok Country Park. The initial analysis
of the work appears to indicate that the placement of the
current Pollok House and the landscape redesign was heavily
influenced by the earlier medieval landscape.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: DACE, University of Glasgow

Glasgow
Collegelands, Duke Street
Watching brief
Claire Williamson – Rathmell Archaeology Limited

glasgow

NS 5992 6526 A watching brief was carried out intermittently,
23 February–7 April 2010, during the construction of a
new office block (B1a). One area to the W of the former
High Street Goods Station was considered to be potentially
archaeologically sensitive, but no significant archaeological
features or deposits were recorded in this area.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: TDI Corporation Ltd

Mansion Street, Glasgow
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD
NS 59150 68460 A watching brief was carried out 8–9
December 2009 during the excavation of ten trenches and
two boreholes. The excavations revealed a pottery kiln, a
paved surface, modern brick structures and some possible
concrete foundations.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: BAM Ritchies

Mansion Street, Glasgow
Evaluation
Heather F James – GUARD
NS 59150 68460 An evaluation was carried out 25–31 March
2010 on a proposed development site at Mansion Street. The
evaluation of seven trial trenches across the site revealed the
brick bases of four kilns, brick wall foundations and ash and
debris layers from the Saracen/Possil Pottery, which once
stood on this site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: BAM Ritchies

Reverse of the façade of High Street Goods Station facing onto Duke Street

Duke Street
Evaluation
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 6000 6530 A programme of investigative works was
undertaken in respect to the development of a new
residential complex. No significant archaeological remains
were recorded in the development area, which had
been extensively disturbed following the construction of
substantial buildings and associated cellars during the late
19th to early 20th centuries.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Cruden Estates Ltd

Glasgow Cathedral
Watching brief
J Godbert and P Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 602 656 A watching brief was carried out intermittently,
25 January–1 April 2010, during Historic Scotland’s ongoing
consolidation work on elements of the W and S elevations.
The consolidation and recording work focused on the eroded
gargoyle sequence at clerestory level, the windows and the
modification of the demolished SW tower.

Provand’s Lordship
Casual find
Jane Flint – Glasgow Life (Glasgow Museums)
NS 60096 65506 Two glazed stoneware pot sherds of late
19th- or early 20th-century date were found by Suzanne
Ross (Conservator) while deep cleaning the Provand’s
Lordship ground floor dining room ceiling and wall on
16 August 2010. The pot sherds were dislodged from the
upper right corner of wall PL003:W04 and it is likely that
they had come from the room above. Another pot sherd
was noted between the wall and ceiling, but this was not
removed.
The pot sherds are probably from different vessels, possibly
storage jars and may have been made in one of Glasgow’s
potteries. One sherd is glazed over a white slip, and is a
maximum of 65 x 46 x 6mm. The other sherd has a white
glazed interior and a glazed exterior over a brown slip, and
is a maximum of 55 x 38 x 8mm. The finds were not claimed
as Treasure Trove.
Archive: Glasgow Museums Resource Centre
Funder: Glasgow Life (Glasgow Museums)

Glasgow Cathedral
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 6027 6560 A watching brief was maintained 10–13 August
2010 during the excavation of a trench to locate a blockage
in a waste pipe serving toilets in the Treasury/Sacristy. Two
discrete burials (one previously disturbed) and other human
remains were identified in the heavily disturbed ground.
There was evidence to suggest that when these burials
were interred a path that runs E–W round the N side of the
Cathedral was in its present position and that landscaping,
possibly carried out during the establishment of the new
burial ground had altered parts of the old burial ground.

Saracen Pottery, Glasgow
Excavation
Alan Matthews and Claire Williamson – Rathmell Archaeology
Limited
NS 5922 6818 An excavation was carried out 5–23 July 2010
within the footprint of a proposed development site. The
area included the building and a proposed drainage area.
The excavation uncovered a variety of structural features
and deposits relating to the early phases of the Saracen
Pottery through to the modern incorporation of the site in
the grounds of a primary school.
The features were recorded and a significant body of
material was recovered. The structural features recorded
included the remains of possibly five kilns, the base of a
chimney and numerous brick walls. More modern features
included concrete stances and modern services. It was
recommended that the material and information recovered
should be subject to post-excavation analysis, and that there
is potential for further on-site monitoring of areas not covered
by this excavation.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Glasgow City Council

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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One of the brick kiln bases at Saracen Pottery, Mansion Street, Glasgow

St Andrew’s Cathedral
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 5905 6477 A watching brief was undertaken, 28
October–18 November 2008, during the removal of paving
and ground reduction prior to resurfacing work to the W
and SW of the Cathedral. Phase 1 of the planned renewal
of pavements and hard landscaping around the Cathedral.
Several fragmented sections of post-medieval/industrial wall,
possibly relating to each other, were uncovered, excavated
and recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Maclay Civil Engineering Ltd

HIGHLAND
Maritime
John Preston Wreck
Underwater survey and excavation
Mary Harvey – Nautical Archaeology Society
NM 6583 4437 The Sound of Mull field school undertook
a survey and excavation, on 14 June–2 July 2010, on the
site of the John Preston, a 19th-century shipwreck. A total
of 54 dives were undertaken by nine participants, from the
UK, America, Russia and Australia, under the supervision of
Mary Harvey and Steve Liscoe.
The survey undertaken during the 2010 field school built
upon the survey work conducted in 2009 (DES 2009, 86).
A total of 13 features were identified and recorded in 2010,
including a pump box and pipes which may have been
associated with the pump assembly, several iron knees, a
presumed sternpost and several as yet unidentified features.
The anchor which had been recorded during previous SOMAP
surveys was also re-surveyed, as its condition was noted to
have deteriorated following the original survey work.
Two 2 x 1m trenches (T1 and T2) were also excavated. The
excavation and recording of the ship’s structure focused on
the area in the 7m forward of the presumed sternpost. This
work revealed a significant amount of surviving structure,
indicating that other areas of the vessel still covered in slate
scatter will reveal surviving structure.
Trench 1 was located c1m forward of the presumed
sternpost, fewer structural elements remained in this area
and several disarticulated timbers were uncovered. The keel
continued through the area of T1, and a run of outer planking
80

was attached to the keel. No fastenings were recorded in the
trench but evidence of treenails was recorded on the outer
planking. A possible floor timber, with indications of iron
fastenings and showing signs of heavy abrasion was also
recorded. Immediately adjacent to T1, a run of planking
and frames was visible for 2m on the starboard side of the
vessel. The aft frames are paired, with the spacing increasing
to 100mm along the run. Any further frames and planking
which may have continued to the second area of excavation
were obscured by slate scatter.
Trench 2 was located 5.8m forward of the presumed
sternpost and revealed large amounts of articulated timbers
with frames, extant on both the port and starboard side of
the vessel. A total of eight small finds were also uncovered.
The six from T1 were recovered for detailed recording and
photography before being reburied on the site. The final two
finds were from outside the excavation area, one of these
was left in situ, the other which had been disturbed by
the excavations, was fully uncovered and recorded prior to
reburial. The finds comprised four bottles of two different
sizes, possibly beer bottles, a square Dutch gin bottle, a
ceramic ink bottle, a piece of ceramic and a brass hinge.
Archive: Nautical Archaeology Society
Funder: Historic Scotland

Abernethy and Kincardine
Abernethy Churchyard, Nethy Bridge
Gravestone recording
Stuart Farrell
NJ 00597 21804 A survey was undertaken, April–September
2010, of the memorials in this cemetery (NJ02SW 29) as part
of an ongoing study of graveyards in the Highland area. The
churchyard was extended in 1911. A total of 431 memorials
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Marc Fitch Fund

Alness
Novar II Wind Farm
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 540 715 A watching brief was undertaken 30 November
2009–2 February 2010 during geotechnical test pitting in
advance of the construction of a wind farm. No features or
artefacts of archaeological significance were recorded during
the excavation of 151 test pits or during the walkover survey
of the 16 turbine bases.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: RWE Npower Renewables Ltd

Novar Woods
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 580 738 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were undertaken in March 2010 for a number of areas of
proposed new forestry at Novar. A number of previously
unrecorded sites were noted:
NH 5725 7345 (centred on) Ballone Township
NH 5807 7403 Wester Knocklea Farmstead
NH 5839 7424 Easter Knocklea Farmstead
NH 5901 7420 Balmeanoch Mill dam, sluice and lade
NH 5803 7306 Easter Ballone Sheepfold
NH 5905 7441 Balmeanoch Sheepfold
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: CKD Galbraith on behalf of Novar Estate
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Alness/Dingwall/Fodderty/Kilearnan/
Kiltearn/Logie Easter/Logie Wester/Tain/
Urquhart
Road through Ross-shire
Desk-based assessment and survey
Allan MacKenzie and Cait McCullagh – North of Scotland
Archaeological Society (NOSAS)
NH 56887 50573 and at various given points to NH 7664
7795 This project, which started in October 2009, is being
undertaken with the aim of characterising and recording
a series of double embanked features that are believed to
indicate a possible network of relict routeways in Easter
Ross. The main objectives are to identify a new monument
class of early roadways in this part of the Highlands and to
increase understanding of the narrative of their creation, use,
re-use and abandonment.
Following informal walkover surveys of the linear
earthworks, it has become apparent that, for the most part,
they possess a suite of characteristics distinguishing them
from simple tracks. At other places along the continuous
route from the Beauly to the Dornoch Firths the routeway is
preserved in currently used wide paths and field boundaries.
The initial walkovers followed the trajectories suggested by
the positioning of these features. Additionally, surfaces were
probed for sub-surface cobbling and bottoming stones, using
a stainless steel survey arrow. The results have been variable
and, until a benchmark roadway sub-surface can be identified,
further investigation is being concentrated on a desk-based
assessment of the historical maps, aerial photographs and
the District Roads Trustees’ Minute Books and the Roads
Commissioners’ Reports, to clarify if these features represent
pre-parliamentary and 18th-century military roads.
A measured survey is also being conducted of a sample
of the double embanked roadway fragments and likely
associated features along the route. The defining characteristic
is the relative straightness of the main road at the centre of
the network. Changes in direction occur but in between
these changes the road generally takes a direct route from
point to point. Most of the road is delineated by parallel turf
embankments, of no more than 1m high, on either side of a
levelled surface 5–11m wide. There is no discernible camber.
These double embanked linear features have been identified
at the locations given below.
To the N of the Beauly Firth, parallel embankments,
conforming to the description given above, have been
identified at NH 56887 50573, continuing 1.86km NNW to
NH 55067 51063. Similar double embanked features have
been identified at Balavil Wood, in the vicinity of David’s Fort
(NH55SW 4), beginning at NH 53782 52308 and continuing
NNW for 1.29km to NH 53692 53608 and again at Tallysow
Wood beginning at NH 52987 55338 and extending 613m to
NH 52682 55888.
Continuing N, parallel embankments, defining a levelled
routeway have been identified in the vicinity of Meikle
Ussie at NH 51802 57918, extending for 70m to NH 51792
57968 and at Coill an Righe, beginning at NH 51727 58398
and extending N for 423m to NH 51452 58688. Here the
route reaches a ford on a tributary of the River Peffery. The
possible stone remains of a simple bridge abutment have
been identified at this location. At St John the Baptist’s Well
(NH55NW 8), just below the shoulder of Knockfarrel, the
route appears to coincide with the Fodderty ‘Corpse Road’.
The parallel embankments and levelled surface begin at NH
51397 58883 and continue down the N facing slope for 150m
to NH 51452 58993.
At the part of the suggested routeway that continues along

the high ground above the N shore of the Cromarty Firth, a
double embanked line has been identified beginning at NH
55216 60511, continuing E for 356m to NH 55566 60631. Within
the policies of Foulis Castle, double embankments have been
identified at NH 58347 63056, traversing a line NNE for 40m,
ending at NH 58368 63090. At Skiach, further embankments
are visible at NH 63617 68360 and can be traced, for 220m
to NH 63808 68432. The characteristic features are picked up
again in the vicinity of Kincraig House, at NH 68430 70842,
continuing for 662m and ending at NH 68825 70932, and also
at Brenachie at NH 75745 76049, where they extend NNE for
244m until NH 75935 76194.
At NH 7664 7795 the projected route coincides with The
King’s Causeway (NH77NE 2), the fragmentary remains of
a cobbled roadway with two ditches running either side of a
c7m wide, occasionally cambered, surface. This is described
on the Highland HER as a post-medieval road, dated to
between 1560 and 1900. A slightly earlier terminus post
quem of 1527 is given in both the Old and New Statistical
Accounts, where the cobbling of the route is described as
being necessary in preparation for a pilgrimage of King James
IV to the Sanctuary of Saint Duthus, Tain. The creation of this
surface infers an attempt to sustain the route across what
was, presumably, marshy ground, as is later depicted on
Alexander Sangster’s c1750 map of Tain. It is proposed that
the suggested routeway does indeed continue to coincide
with the pilgrimage route, ending at Tain.
Although archival research is ongoing, examination of
the topography of some sections of the proposed routeway
indicates pre-modern construction and use. For example,
heading S it appears to follow a line from Tulloch Castle
(NH56SW 8) to Fodderty Lodge (NH55NW 160). It then
crosses the Peffery valley and climbs a steep hillside, avoiding
the area around Dingwall, which is believed to have been
tidal marshland until the later medieval period.
Early interpretation suggests that the route, although
surviving physically only in part, is a roadway linking the
whole length of the former Earldom of Ross, extending c50km
from S to N. A number of medieval castles and apparently
later ‘grand’ houses sit either directly on the route or very
close to it. It would appear to be the main communication
route through the former Province of Ross. We are aware that
a substantial, possible early roadway, variously known as
‘The Wine Road’, ‘The Comyn’s Road’ and ‘Rad na Pheny’,
believed by some commentators to be capable of supporting
wheeled transportation, has been identified in the southern
Highlands. However, we have not recovered any evidence
for the similar identification of an extensive early linear
communication feature in Ross-shire.
In this last year the project’s coordinators have worked
to develop ‘Pathways into the Past’ with colleagues from
Archaeology for Communities in the Highlands (ARCH). The
programme consists of community learning sessions and
fieldwork workshops. It offers participants opportunities to
learn how to research and record the feature in their area.
Participants are also being helped to display and publish
their findings. The research and fieldwork findings are
being publicised in a series of touring exhibitions. We wish
to thank our colleagues in ARCH, Janet Hooper and Cathy
MacIver, for their collaboration and for their tremendous
work in facilitating the invaluable community research into
what we believe may be a new monument class for the
Highlands.
Archive: Highland Council Archives
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund and the European Community
Highland LEADER 2007–2013 Programme for the ARCH Pathways
into the Past Programme.
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Alvie
Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraig
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 809 038 A watching brief was undertaken 23 March–24
May 2010 during work to lay underground electricity cables.
The cabling route was diverted to avoid the military road
and no archaeologically significant features or finds were
recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Alvie/Kingussie and Insh
Glen Feshie
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NN 849 970 – NN 842 933 A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey was carried out on 29 April–25 May 2010
prior to the laying of underground electricity cables. Twelve
sites were recorded.
1) A sub-rectangular cairn (HHER 45825), orientated N–S
measuring 7 x 5m and 0.5m high. It consists of moss- and
lichen-covered rounded large- and medium-sized stones
located on a platform on a wide river terrace.
2) Heather-covered remains of a linear dry stone wall
(HHER 45825) c15m long by 1m wide, 0.5m–1.0m high,
extending from the S edge of Site 1 and ending abruptly at the
edge of a heather-covered platform. It is either a boundary
wall or enclosure built into the pre-existing cairn. It might
once have extended to a similar wall (Site 3) 20m to the S
and formed a complete enclosure/boundary on the terrace.
3) Heather- and turf-covered remains of a low, linear dry
stone wall (HHER 45824), c33m long by 1m wide, 0.5–1.0m
high. Orientated E–W, it runs from the edge of the River
Feshie to c20m from the base of the river terrace. It is either
a boundary wall or an enclosure.
4) Remains of a rectangular dry stone building, interior 8
x 3m, 1.5–2.0m high, aligned N–S, with a possible entrance
on its W side. The remains of the stone and turf footings
of a possible enclosure were located on the W side of the
building. A kiln (2m wide) and kiln barn (3m long by 2.5m
wide) were located 15m to the E of the building, at the edge
of the river terrace.
5) The remains of a dry stone boundary wall 20m long by
1m wide, 0.75m high, extending E from the SE corner of the
building (Site 4) to the base of the river terrace were located
on the line of the proposed trench. The wall is located on a
grassy river terrace and a curvilinear turf enclosure disappears
NW from the N side of building at the base of the terrace.
6) Remains of rectangular turf and dry stone building, 8 x
3m internally by 1–1.5m high.
7) Heather-covered footings, 1m wide and aligned E–W, of
a rectangular turf and dry stone building, interior 9m long
by 3m wide, 1.0–1.5m high. It has opposing N–S entrances,
with one internal partition. It lies on a grass- and heathercovered river terrace above Site 6 and N of Site 8.
8) Heather-covered footings, aligned N–S, of a rectangular
turf and dry stone building, interior 5m long by 2m wide,
1.0m high, on grass- and heather-covered river terrace above
the location of Site 6 and S of Site 7. There was no visible
entrance or internal partition.
9) A possible cairn recorded N of Site 10 was later
determined to be a natural deposit of boulders and stone.
10) Degraded, heather-covered footings of a rectangular,
low turf-walled building aligned N–S, interior 10m long by 4m
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wide, 0.75–1.0m high, 1.5–2.0m wide walls, corresponding
with HHER 24927. It lies on the W side of the River Feshie at
c350m OD, 3m W of the modern road.
11) Remains of rectangular dry stone building, interior 9m
long by 3m wide, 1.0m high. The structure, aligned E–W
with possible N–S opposing entrances, comprises heathercovered stone footings c1m wide with an interior showing
one internal partition. It is situated 8m S of Site 12. This
corresponds with one of two previously recorded structures
forming part of Carnachuin Township North (HHER 30675).
12) Remains of rectangular dry stone building, 8m N of
Site 11, interior 11.5m long by 3m wide, 0.5m high, aligned
N–S with an E entrance. Heather-covered stone footings c1m
wide with one possible internal partition. This corresponds
with one of two previously recorded structures forming part
of Carnachuin Township North (HHER 30675).
The route of the proposed cable trench and all access points
were walked with the project manager, who rerouted the
cable around all of the archaeological sites. As a precaution
the cabling work in the vicinity of Sites 1–8 and 10–12 was
conducted under supervision but no archaeology was recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Applecross
Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project
Excavation
Cathy Dagg, Cait McCullagh and Mary Peteranna – Applecross
Archaeology Society
NG 7118 4433 During the 1 June–3 July 2010 season the four
quadrants excavated in succession from 2006–2009 were
reopened and external trenches to the NW and S sides of
the broch were extended, to investigate previously known
features beyond the main structure.
The final phase of occupation in the courtyard area was
revealed in its entirety, showing fully the slabbed walkways
leading from the main entrance toward the staircase gallery
and bisected from N–S by other slabbed walkways. Further
hearth settings were also uncovered across the courtyard
interior. These appear to divide the interior space into
discrete work areas. Three additional features at opposing
corners of the courtyard were interpreted as possible post
settings. A section of one revealed an extensive depth of
deposits (possible primary site deposits) below the feature.
The redeposited material overlying and surrounding these
areas produced numerous finds amidst shell- and animal
bone-rich deposits, often associated with individual events.
A quantity of worked and unworked antler and the remains
of two iron knives were recovered from material in the S side
of the courtyard.
Trench 8, the W quadrant, and Trench 2, the E quadrant,
were extended to investigate the alignments of outer wall
faces and changes to the main structure. On the WNW side
of the main structure two outer wall alignments ‘merge’ into
a single well-built outer wall. Beyond this on the WSW side
of the site three separate alignments of sub-circular outer
walls were visible. Sections were excavated around the site to
investigate the stratigraphy of the walling, which has proven
to be complex and confusing. However, it is certain that the
broch structure was rebuilt over multiple periods, with its
use changing during different phases of occupation.
In 2009 a trench to the S of the main structure (Trench
9) recorded a slab-covered ditch cut into the subsoil, which
extended beyond the main broch structure. In 2010 this
trench was extended by 5m to the S. This extension revealed
that the ditch continued S to where a second ditch cut
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APL10_01: NW outer broch wall face with passage through outer wall to left leading through the broch to the possible souterrain passage underlying the
main structure (the four men are standing inside the passages)

extended E outside of the trench. The ditch also curved SE
and appeared to widen into a possible corbelled chamber.
Unfortunately, the structure had been greatly disturbed in the
past by tree roots. A section excavated through the feature
showed a shallow cut on either side that developed into a
steep-sided cut, 1m deep with a U-shaped base. The lower
deposits suggest that the ditch silted up over time, while
the upper fill of the structure suggested a single episode
of backfilling, after which the main overlying recumbent
slabs were replaced outside the broch’s outer wall. Another
section excavated inside of the broch’s outer wall, across
an intramural gallery passage, revealed that the ditch also
extended below the main structure.
A new trench (10) sectioned the outer and inner broch walls
and allowed the investigation of two passages. An entrance
through the broch’s outer NW wall, which was uncovered
in 2007 (Feature 6) and a stone-lined passage underlying the
broch structure, identified in the NW broch courtyard in 2009
(Feature 39). Trench 10 revealed that the cut of the Feature
6 passage met the earlier passage (Feature 39), although
the two passages are not contemporary. The later passage
(Feature 6) appears to have been built during a secondary
phase of restructuring, when a pre-existing outer wall was
widened to merge the new outer wall with the old outer wall.
The earlier passage (Feature 39) comprised a cut into the
natural subsoil faced with well-built dry stone walling. This
passage extends further S below the main broch structure.
The ‘industrial zone’ is located c4m to the W and NW of
the outer wall face of the broch. In 2010 an area 7 x 8m
was opened. This excavation, which extended W from the
exposed broch walls, aimed to investigate the original ground
surface and established the earliest activity along the ridge
related to cultivation. Ard marks, first noted here, were

also observed under the earliest phase walling of the broch
structure and a number of shallow, irregularly-shaped pits
and deeper, stone-lined postholes were also found cut into
the subsoil of this otherwise open ground.
The first major external feature on this side of the broch
is a ditch (Feature 28), cut vertically into the subsoil to a
depth of 300mm, with a v-shaped base. It is aligned across
the ridge and may originally have continued as a circular
feature around the broch or pre-broch structures. A similar
ditch was observed in the SE quadrant of the exterior area
and geophysical evidence from 2005 supports this possibility.
This ditch appeared to have been open for some time and
infilled with numerous thin layers of fine silts. The ditch was
subsequently lined with clay, possibly to hold water. The
uppermost ditch fill is rich in charcoal and cracked cobbles
and this may represent deliberate infilling to level the site.
Set into the SE end of the ditch feature, is what appears to
be a cist (Feature 11). It was constructed of vertical slabs and
horizontal slab walling, and measured 1.4 x 0.7m internally.
The cist was probably originally corbelled, with some slabs
falling into it as it filled. A small amount of cremated bone
was recovered from the bottom 40mm of the infill. One of
the floor slabs was lifted and charcoal recovered from the
underlying deposit may provide a construction date. Two
fragments of decorated pottery were recovered from the fill
of the cist. A prominent upright stone, which stood c0.15m
above the present ground surface prior to excavation, was set
at a distance c0.2m away from the cist and along the cist’s
long axis. This stone was remarkably similar to set ‘obelisks
or menhirs’ erected at five Western Isles wheelhouse sites,
notably at the Udal, and interpreted as being ritual in intent.
Adjacent to the cist, partially overlying the infilled ditch
and post-dating both, is a long-lived hearth and iron-working
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feature (Feature 4). The base of this feature consists of a
shallow basin of ashy deposits and large chunks of charcoal,
which has been deposited into the uppermost fill of the
ditch. The deposit extends c0.5m beyond the upper hearth
but is contained by the ditch cut to the E, and by the walling
of cist to the S. The deposit is overlain by the hearth proper,
a sub-circle of hard, burnt earth onto which are set a group
of horizontal slabs, surrounding a small concentration of
iron, slag and clinker. A sample of the matrix produced a
significant quantity of probable hammer scale. A probable
anvil, formed from a large broken cobble and a c0.7 x 0.4m
area of tap slag was also found. The area of slag was defined
to the S by an angled slab leaning against the cist walling.
A second vertical cut (Feature 22) into the subsoil W of the
ditch feature is an extension of the slab-lined cut observed
in Trench 6 in 2008. The faces of the cut may have originally
been lined with vertically placed slabs, some survive in the
narrow passage part of the cut which runs S. A very large
slab had also been placed partway up the face of the S-facing
side, and the socket of a removed vertical slab survives,
adjacent to a pillar of stones in the SW corner.
Another hearth and possible iron working site (Feature 21)
was built into this cut. This consists of an arc of rough rubble
walling, c1m high, surrounding a small hearth at the end of a
narrow passage or flue, defined by the E side of the cut and
rough walling to the W. After this passage and hearth were
infilled, they appear to have been overlain by a linear setting
of stones, possibly defining a later temporary structure.
With the exception of the cist and upright stone, and
possibly the early construction phase of the ditch, the
features in this area appear to be associated with industrial
activity, notably metal working. Significantly, virtually no
domestic material such as animal bone, antler or pottery was
recovered from this area.
A total of 345 small finds were recovered. The range of
materials includes antler, modified bone, ceramics, copper
alloys, iron and pumice. As in previous years the largest
percentage of the assemblage was stone artefacts, including
coarse stone tools such as hammers and chisels. The
predominant stone tool types continue to be those used
for grinding, sharpening, rubbing and polishing. When
considered alongside the numbers of whole and fragmentary
whetstones and other possible stone sharpeners, the recovery
of two iron blades, one complete with a circular tang, aligns
well with the increasing evidence that this is likely to have
been a metalworking site, producing blade technology during
the later occupation period(s).
The entire assemblage contains an unusually high number
of antler ‘toggles’ or rings, with a further four recovered this
season. Their association with a concentration of antler and
deer mandibles and vertebrae, suggesting the rendering of
inedible parts, recovered from the inner courtyard and close
vicinity has led the excavators to consider possible alternative
uses for the antler toggles or rings. When considered in
association with the carcass debris and the numerous stone
rubbing and scraping tools and the finds of faceted pumice,
the evidence for what appears to be rope or twine wear on
the rims of the toggles could infer that they may have been
used to increase the tension of hides, stretched on frames in
preparation for scraping. It may be a step too far to suggest
that the broch site’s early medieval inhabitants were in
the business of producing vellum for the Early Christian
settlement believed to be located in the bay below. However,
the proposal that the courtyard was used as a deer processing
centre, as inferred by the above mentioned finds distribution,
is being given serious attention by our specialists undertaking
post-excavation analysis.
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Excavations in 2009 saw the first indication of high-status
decorative metal ware on the site. During the 2010 season a
variety of copper alloy artefacts including two ring headed
pins, analogous to known Hebridean examples dated to
between the 6th and 7th centuries AD were recovered. An
additional dress pin, with faceted head, two spiral rings and,
what is believed to be a harness fastening, which has been
fashioned, decoratively, by twisting a thin ingot of bronze.
The internal diameter of one of the spiral ‘rings’, at 16mm,
suggests that this was not designed to be worn on even the
slenderest of fingers. The rings both bear a close resemblance
to toe-rings recovered from Iron Age, early medieval and
Norse contexts throughout Scotland and Ireland. One other
possible interpretation is that these items may have been
designed as hair ornaments.
The early indications are that the iron and copper alloy
finds are associated with the latest phases of occupation
at the broch. The recovery of an ingot mould, formed from
a sandstone boulder, from the vicinity of the extension to
Trench 8 added to the evidence for on-site metalworking. The
mould groove, 120 x 5mm and showing signs of leverage
wear on both sides, is accompanied by a curiously cruciform
mould carved into the upper left hand quadrant of the mould
face. It is not believed that this is an element of Christian
iconography but may be a mould for a belt or harness mount
rough-outs.

APL10_05: The ingot mould, Applecross Broch

As in previous seasons, numerous pottery sherds were
recovered. The vast majority of these were in the central
courtyard area, supporting the interpretation of areas in
this zone as ceramics production sites. The range of sherds
conforms to Middle to Late Iron Age types and, the less welldefined, early medieval types known for Atlantic Scotland.
One notable exception was recovered from the lower fill of
the cist-like structure (Feature 11). This weakly everted rim
sherd, with a dot decoration impressed upon the neck and
what appears to be a partial chevron on the body resembles
both the decorative patterning and fabric of sherds associated
with the pre-broch horizon, dating to at least the Early Iron
Age at Dun Mor Vaul, Tiree.
As in previous seasons most of the finds from the 2010
season were found in redeposited and other secondary
contexts. This is consistent with the project design to define
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and record the extent of the structural footprint while avoiding
excavating occupation layers. However, the range of materials
and artefact types continues to provide insights into both the
complex chronology of the site and the diverse economy,
activities and preferences of its occupants.
Reports: Highland HER and Applecross Archaeology Society
Funder: Applecross Archaeological Society, Applecross Campsite,
Applecross Community Council, Applecross Sports Associations,
Applecross Trust, European Regional Development Fund, Highland
LEADER and Heritage Lottery Fund

Fort George
Recording
Paul Fox and David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NH 7626 5684 and NH 7638 5688 (centred on) A record was
made on 4 May 2010 of an area of coast to the N of Fort
George. This area had been subject to severe wave erosion
leading to the exposure of a series of contexts of suspected
archaeological significance. Most of the contexts were found
to be natural in origin, with deposits of windblown sand
and beach pebbles predominating. However, amongst the
natural deposits were contexts with definite anthropogenic
origins. The area’s close proximity to two middens and Fort
George suggests that the possibility of further remains of
archaeological significance existing in this area is high.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Fort George
Standing building recording
Paul Fox and David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NH 7620 5652 and NH 7655 5700 A record was made on
5–6 May 2010 of two sets of WW2 landing platforms. The
platforms lay to the SW of Prince Henry’s Bastion (NH 7620
5652) and to the NE of Prince Edward’s Ravelin (NH 7655
5700). The NE Platforms were being eroded at a significant
rate and a measured plan was made to record their current
condition. A full photographic and written record was made
at both locations.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Ardnamurchan
APL10_03: Rim sherd, decorated with dot and chevron patterning

Ardclach
Ardclach School
Field visit
Stuart Farrell
NH 9504 4561 An empty former parish school has not been
in use for a number of years. It consists of a school, schoolhouse and toilet block.

Ardnamurchan Transitions Project
Research field school
Oliver Harris, Hannah Cobb, Héléna Gray and Phil Richardson –
University of Newcastle and University of Manchester
NM 5470 7076 Work undertaken 15 August–4 September
2010 consisted of the excavation of three trenches at Cladh
Aindreis chambered tomb in Swordle Bay and two trenches
at the post-medieval settlement of Coldstream Cottage to the
N of the bay.

Archive: RCAHMS

Ardersier
Ardersier
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 78 55 A fragmentary zoomorphic openwork fitting
decorated in a version of the Scandinavian Urnes style was
found during metal detecting near Ardersier.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT02/10) allocated to Inverness
Museum.
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Ardersier Overhead Line Renewal
Watching brief
John Wood and Lynn Fraser – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 796 540 A watching brief was conducted 1 June–16 July
2010 during the excavation of trenches for new electricity
poles. Ground disturbance was very limited and the
replacement poles were inserted close to the existing ones.
No archaeological features were recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Southwest quadrant of Bronze Age kerb cairn under excavation

At Cladh Aindries, Trench 1 revealed both a recent
‘robber’ trench and in situ blocking at the front of the
cairn. In the gravel blocking small fragments of cremated
bone were found together with fragments of unburnt bone.
A fragmented crouched inhumation, probably from the
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Beaker period and a series of discrete concentrations of
disarticulated but tightly packed remains, most likely dating
to the Neolithic, were also discovered in what appears to
be a damaged front chamber. This chamber was damaged
in antiquity, probably after the stone box containing the
Beaker burial was inserted, and the chambers of the cairn
were blocked off to prevent further access, culminating in a
capping of small stones.
In Trench 9 evidence of a cremation that preceded the
monument, as well as bones from a circular cist were
recovered. It is hoped that these remains will provide a
chronology for the site unparalleled in mainland Scotland.
In Trench 4 the putative Bronze Age kerb cairn partially
revealed in 2009 was fully exposed and planned. Excavations
of the NW quadrant uncovered a central cist which included
a burial and several beautiful jet beads, perhaps imported
from Whitby in N Yorkshire. These are classic Early Bronze
Age fusiform beads which probably started out life as part of
a spacer plate necklace (Alison Sheridan pers. comm.). The
cairn has been named Ricky’s Cairn, in honour of the local
volunteer who first noticed it.
At Coldstream Cottage excavations of two trenches at a
post medieval settlement site, believed to have been cleared
prior to the middle of the 19th century, revealed a complex
set of stone remains that may predate the expected remains.
Further excavations in 2011 will help resolve this issue.

the dun raise the possibility that the association is not
necessarily prehistoric.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: RCAHMS and Morvern Maritime Centre

Assynt
The Assynt Hidden Lives Project
Survey
Graeme Cavers, Gemma Hudson, Gordon Sleight and Robin
Noble – AOC Archaeology Group/Historic Assynt
NC 147 315, NC 250 223, NC 250 142 and NC 264 110 A
survey was carried out in Assynt parish over the winter
of 2009–2010. Over 220 sites were recorded and detailed
topographic surveys were carried out in four study areas:
Glenleraig, Inchnadamph, Ledbeg and Borralan. The
project recorded sites and monuments of all periods,
including chambered cairns, burnt mounds, hut circles,
mills, farmsteads and modern buildings, consisting of
nearly 500 individual structures. An associated programme
of training in survey techniques was launched along with
open days, schools workshops, teachers’ resources and
a touring exhibition. A project website hosts the data
collected during the project and the archive has been
deposited with Highland Council’s HER and the RCAHMS.
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Leader Plus

Archive: Highland Council Archaeology Unit, NMS and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: Ardnamurchan Estate, University of Manchester,
University of Newcastle, Prehistoric Society, Royal Archaeological
Institute, Glasgow Archaeological Society, CFA Archaeology Ltd,
Council for British Archaeology Challenge Fund, University of
Central Lancashire, The Russell Trust and McDonald Institute of
Archaeological Research

Maritime Landscape of North Argyll – Dun Ghallain
Aerial reconnaissance
Colin Martin – Morvern Maritime Centre

Recording enclosures at Ledbeg as part of the Assynt Hidden Lives Project

Auldearn

Dun Ghallain from the N

NM 6476 6003 Aerial reconnaissance in association with
RCAHMS on 30 August 2010 noted a cleared landing strip
leading through a boulder beach into the gully below the E
side of the dun. The dun is adjacent to a sheltered natural
harbour and overlooks its narrow entrance. It seems likely
that dun, harbour, and landing strip complement one
another, though a tradition that the site was once a castle
and the presence of a small rectangular foundation within
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Washingwells Farm, Auldearn, Nairn
Chance find
Gregor MacKinnon and Alison Sheridan – National Museums
Scotland (AS)
NH 931 568 Found by chance on the surface of a field
following ploughing, the stone was partially uncovered
and on further examination appeared to be smooth with
a patinated surface. As my knowledge of the subject was
limited I stored it until I could ascertain more facts. The
search for information got me nowhere until I listened
to a radio programme on the BBC about a jade axe head
featured in a history of the world. I then spoke to the British
Museum who put me in touch with the National Museums
Scotland (GMacK).
Small stone axehead, L 112.4mm, max W (at blade)
44.8mm, max Th 24.6mm, with narrow, thin butt, gently
convex side facets and rounded blade. It is a truncated
ovate in section, and has ancient chipping at the blade
and butt (plus an incompletely polished flake scar on one
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side). Numerous shallow grinding striations are visible
on the surface, and there are also grinding facets on the
‘front’ and ‘back’. The blade chipping could conceivably
be from use, although in general the axehead has a ‘fresh’
appearance. It is of a greenish-grey, fine-grained tuff,
with some darker banding (and a little post-depositional
iron-staining plus a narrow, vein-like linear stain on one
side). The macroscopic appearance of the stone, together
with the axehead’s distinctive faceted shape, identifies
its origin in the Cumbrian axehead manufacturing area
that used tuff from Great Langdale in the Lake District.
It is likely to date to the Early Neolithic. Another stone
axehead, of calc-silicate hornfels from Creag na Caillich,
Killin, had been found nearby at Auldearn (NH95NW 18)
(JAS).
Archive: About to be reported to Treasure Trove Unit

a change of use.
NH 65590 58035 Mound A sub-oval turf-covered earth
mound of unknown use.
NH 65664 57795 Quarry Disused quarry/borrow pit.
NH 65581 57810 Dam Curvilinear earth mound (76m
long x 1.5m high) enclosing a small pond, with a central
opening allowing the egress of water into a channel below
the dam. A second channel running E appears to allow the
ingress of water into the pond.
NH 65158 58159 Round cairn Heather-/turf-covered
round cairn (HHER 14742), c5m in diameter and a 13m
spread. There is some stone visible particularly within a
central depression, where the fallen in capstone-like slab
probably indicates plundering/robbing.
NH 66082 58207 Hut circle Low, moss-covered circular
stone footings (<10m diameter) of a possible hut circle or
enclosure.
NH 65005 58234 Clearance cairn A moss-covered cairn
(4m diameter) of stones, probably clearance related.
NH 65674 58382 Boulder A highly visible schist boulder
may be a landscape marker.
NH 65685 58574 Mound Sub-oval earth and stone mound
(4 x 7m) of unknown use, c1m high, covered with a subcircular pit c3m wide to the N side.
NH 64912 58498 Clearance cairn A moss-covered cairn
of stone (4m diameter), is probably clearance related.
NH 64943 58502 Clearance cairn A moss-covered cairn
of stone (3m diameter), is probably clearance related.
NH 64815 59581 Round cairn (HHER 7115, scheduled
monument 3130). Heather-covered round cairn (11m
diameter) with stone visible in central depression, probably
the result of plundering, encircled by 1m wide ditch.
NH 63716 58707 Mound A sub-circular moss- and
heather-covered earth mound (4m long) of unknown use,
with a circular central depression.
NH 63774 58338 Round cairn (HHER 8228) It has a 8
x 10m stone spread, with stone visible in a 1.5 x 2.5m
central depression, which has been completely robbed out,
probably as a result of plundering.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Axehead of Great Langdale tuff, found on
Washingwells Farm (Copyright NMS)

Avoch/Resolis
Mount Eagle Forest, Black Isle
Survey
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 649 590 (centred on) A walkover survey was undertaken
in February 2010 prior to forestry work. The survey recorded
the following 21 archaeological sites:
NH 64655 57361 Dyke A linear boundary dyke consisting
of a turf-covered earth mound.
NH 64581 57317 Quarry Disused quarry or borrow pit.
NH 64530 57572 Enclosure Sub-circular enclosure
(27m diameter) consisting of a turf-covered earth mound,
situated W of two similar enclosures.
NH 64625 57722 Dyke A linear boundary dyke consisting
of a turf-covered earth mound.
NH 64661 57558 Enclosure Sub-circular enclosure (35m
diameter) consisting of a turf-covered earth mound, located
between two similar enclosures.
NH 65124 57470 Quarry Disused quarry/borrow-pit.
NH 65018 57805 House A rectangular dry stone
building with byre on E side and probable S entrance.
The recent rebuilding of stone walls to 1.5m could reflect

Boleskine and Abertaff
Ardochy Woods
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 487 125 (centred on) A walkover survey was conducted
of two archaeological sites in an area of proposed forestry
on the Dell Estate. They had originally been surveyed
in September 2009 (DES 2009, 90) but at the time were
covered in bracken. Follow-up work in March 2010 revealed
a number of clearance cairns and a field plot associated
with a recorded field system (NH41SE 7). Only a single
clearance cairn was located from a second field system
(NH41SE 8), noted by the OS in 1979.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: HCAU and RCAHMS
Funder: Ritchie Forestry on behalf of Dell Estate

Whitebridge
Evaluation
Matt Ritchie and Bob Main – Wade Bridge of Whitebridge Trust
NH 4891 1537 An evaluation of the Category A listed 18thcentury military bridge at Whitebridge was undertaken
on 28 April 2010 prior to proposed repair work. The
evaluation aimed to investigate the potential survival
of the original road surface and to explore the working
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hypothesis that the surface of the bridge had been levelled
from its original hump.

Whitebridge (view facing SE), April 2010

The two trenches opened on the SW side of the bridge
established that the original road surface consisted of laid
stone cobbles and survives at a depth of 0.55m at the
approaches to the apex of the bridge. Several pipes and
trenches clearly cross the bridge and have disturbed the
original road surface. The investigation established that the
original road surface has worn away (or been removed) at
the apex of the bridge. Both trenches confirmed that later
levelling material has been added to the surface of the
bridge, perhaps in several stages.
Archive: Highland Council HER

Boleskine and Abertarff/Daviot and
Dunlichity

Bracadale
Rubh’ an Dùnain
Field survey
Colin Martin and Paula Martin – Morvern Maritime Centre
NG 3959 1595 The work on the peninsula, begun in 2009 (DES
2009, 92–93), continued on 15–17 May 2010 with a survey of
the galleried dun. The 30m curving wall, in places up to 5m
high, bounds a precipitous rocky headland now c225sqm in
extent. On all three exposed sides there is evidence of major
rockfalls on the foreshore below, while both E and W ends
are disintegrating over the edge. The extent to which these
processes have diminished the structure and the promontory
beyond is unquantifiable but probably considerable. In view
of its massive monumental architecture and the probability
that the enclosed area was significantly greater than it is
today, it is suggested that the monument is best categorised
not as a ‘dun’ but as a ‘headland fort’.
Further examination of the adjacent canal feature revealed a
distinctive change of build in the W revetment about half-way
along its length, at NG 3945 1600. The seaward sector is built
of long slabs laid horizontally while the upper sector leading
into the loch is of smaller rounded rubble. This suggests two
phases, the first linking the two boat nausts below the fort
to the sea and the second continuing the canal into the loch.
Although the stones of the fort wall are similar to those of
the lower canal revetment, they do not appear to have been
robbed. This suggests either that the fort, lower canal, and
nausts are contemporary, or (perhaps more probably) that
when the latter two features were built an already existing
fort was retained as part of the overall scheme. A terminus
post quem for the upper canal is provided by a boat timber
from the loch which has been radiocarbon dated to AD c1100.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Morvern Maritime Centre

Daviot to Whitebridge Overhead Line Renewal
Walkover survey and mitigation
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 47056 13151 – NH 72140 40266 A desk-based
assessment and walkover survey were carried out in
2009 ahead of refurbishment of an electricity power line
running from Daviot to Whitebridge (DES 2009, 90–91).
Recommendations for mitigation and recording arising
from this were then implemented during the refurbishment
work. In most cases it proved possible to refurbish existing
poles rather than replace them and where replacement
took place the new poles were located on exactly the same
sites. Although the work was monitored no archaeology
was affected.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Bower/Canisbay
Hastigrow to Upper Gills Overhead Line
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology
Services Ltd
ND 265 608 – ND 316 721 A walkover survey of the
proposed route of a new power line was carried out 24
July–12 November 2009. The majority of the route follows
road, drain and fence lines, which have been subject
to considerable modern disturbance, or passes across
moorland. No significant archaeology was identified.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy
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Headland fort at Rubh’ an Dùnain, plan and N elevation

Uamh an Eich Bhric (Cave of the Speckled Horse), Skye
Rescue excavation
Martin Wildgoose and Steven Birch – Archaeological and Ancient
Landscape Survey/West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 3028 6364 The 2010 season saw the completion of recording
and the final tidying of the site before its abandonment to the
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waves. Work now moves to the post-excavation phase and
preparation of final reports.
Archive: Currently held in the archive of AALS c/o Martin
Wildgoose. Finds: National Museums Scotland
Funder: Historic Scotland, Archaeological and Ancient Landscape
Survey and West Coast Archaeological Services

Trench 9;
• to investigate industrial midden deposits occasionally
exposed in the dune face;
• to investigate the relationship between these deposits, the
building in Trench 9 and the remains of the substantial
wall formerly visible on the beach.

Bracadale/Duirinish
Osedale Water Main, Skye
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NG 3338 4214 – NG 2488 4594 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were carried out 8–20 September
2010 prior to the construction of a water main. The survey
in Glen Ose recorded substantial dykes and areas of ridge
and furrow. These are probably associated with the former
township of Osedale that is shown beside the river on the 1st
Edition OS 6” map. Elsewhere along the route, very little was
found. Previous surveyors have noted an absence of visible
archaeology in this part of Skye. Evidence may have been
buried by peat growth, although there are also very extensive
areas of old peat cuttings which may have destroyed it.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish Water

Clyne
Back Beach Brora
Excavation
Joanna Hambly – The SCAPE Trust and Clyne Heritage Society
NC 90470 03307 (centred on) The SCAPE Trust and the
Clyne Heritage Society undertook a fourth season of
excavation from 16 July–8 August 2010. The excavation was
funded by Historic Scotland and their support is gratefully
acknowledged. The site was excavated by volunteers, who
once again made the most significant contribution to the
success of the project.
Documentary evidence records that Lady Jane Gordon,
Countess of Sutherland, established a salt pan here in
1598. In 1618, there is a reference to the iron of the pans
being sold, probably to help pay off estate debts following
the death of her son John, the 12th Earl, in 1616. The main
focus of this year’s excavation was the site of the ‘Old Salt
Works’, which is marked on John Farey’s 1823 mineral map.
Work was focused on this building as this area of sand dune
had suffered particularly badly from coastal erosion over
the winter of 2009. The principal outcomes of this season’s
work were:
• the total excavation and recording of the critically at risk
parts of the 16th/17th-century building;
• recovery of evidence showing the quality, status and
uniqueness of the building for the historical period in
this area;
• recovery of evidence showing that the excavated building
was contemporary with large quantities of industrial
midden material and the remains of a substantial wall
(now mostly gone), located on the beach c20m to the
S–SW, previously recorded by the Clyne Heritage Society
(2005);
• the excavation and recording of a lime kiln built into the
ruinous remains of the salt works building.
A 12m x 8m trench (Trench 9) was machine excavated over
the site of the visibly eroding building. An additional c30m
long narrow strip of the dune face, extending W from the
main trench, was excavated by hand. The extension aimed:
• to ascertain the full length of the eroding building in

Volunteer archaeologists, Brora.

The excavations at the salt works revealed the eastern
half and the entire surviving face of the S wall of an E–W
oriented building, with overall external dimensions of
16.4 x 5.8m. An internal wall, flanked on either side by a
doorway, divided the building into two rooms, an E room
measuring 10.4 x 4.4m internally and a smaller W room
of 3.7 x 4.4m internally. Only the easternmost 8m of the
building was fully exposed and excavated. The external
face of the westward 8m of surviving S wall, including the
doorways and dividing wall, were revealed and recorded
in section, making their internal dimensions conjectural.
The c2m high remains of the N and E (gable end) wall of
the building were exposed in Trench 9. The SW corner of
the building and the S wall had been destroyed by coastal
erosion.
The building was constructed of roughly hewn beach
boulders, almost certainly collected from the adjacent
beach. The exception was the openings for the doorways,
which were constructed with chamfered stone door jambs
carved from the softer pale yellow Sputie sandstone,
probably quarried about a kilometre S of the site. A mason’s
mark was carved into the outside face of the W door jamb
of each doorway at ground level. Wall construction was
random uncoursed with a rough face finish and stressed
quoins. The walls were bonded with lime mortar. There is
good evidence that the internal and external faces of the
wall were harled with the same hard white lime mortar.
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The floor of the exposed part of the building was laid with
angular flagstones, bedded onto clean beach sand. The only
features recorded in the E room exposed in Trench 9 were two
substantial postholes and an area of rounded beach boulders
within the flagstone floor, which sealed a pit containing slag
and fish bone. A fragment of post-medieval oxidised ware
and one of post-medieval reduced ware, recovered from
beneath the flagstone floor, were the only ceramic finds in
the building. Two tiny sherds of plate glass were recovered
from demolition deposits. The posthole and pit fills contained
greater quantities of finds comprising fish bone, slag-like and
clinker-like material and iron objects.

in the E room, the NE corner of the ruinous walls were
modified to accommodate a lime kiln. The inside faces of the
walls were lined with clay bonded, medium sized angular
blocks of limestone and sandstone. A massive wall was
constructed of boulders and apparently bonded with turf, to
form the W side of the kiln bowl. A flue hole was inserted
into the existing N wall. The whole of the S side of the kiln
has been destroyed by erosion. However, it is probable that
the draw hole would have been located in the S wall.
The kiln bowl had a diameter of 1.8m at the base and
2.3m at the top and survived to 1.3m high. Unusually, a large
quantity of lime remained inside the kiln bowl. The kiln
structure is of a simple bowl-shaped combustion chamber.
There was no evidence of a grate or supporting bars to
separate the fire from the charge, so it is likely that the fire
was lit at the base and the charge layered directly upon it. The
kiln therefore must have been fired periodically, i.e. loaded,
fired, cooled and emptied, then reloaded. Quantities of small
limestone chippings were recovered adjacent to the outside
of the W kiln wall, and identical chippings were recovered
from within the burning chamber, where the charge had not
fully combusted. The evidence of percussion bulbs on larger
limestone cobble fragments clearly indicated where they
had been deliberately broken. The origin of the limestone
is almost certainly the adjacent beach. No dating evidence
was recovered from deposits associated with the lime kiln.
However, it does not appear on estate maps from the mid18th century onwards, so must pre-date these maps.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland Council and
RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

The surviving remains of the E room of the building revealed in Trench 9,
Back Beach Brora. Coastal erosion has destroyed the S wall in the main
excavation trench. A fragment of the later lime kiln can be seen in the far corner.

The hard ground surface in front of (S) of the building
was made up of highly compacted layers of burnt fuel and
ash. This deposit was traced W in the section for >20m,
becoming interleaved with increasingly thick industrial
midden deposits. The midden deposits were at their thickest
and appear to terminate at the substantial wall on the
beach. The stratigraphy of the midden deposits indicates
deliberate spreads of material to form a clinker road/surface.
This would have linked the building on the beach with the
building recorded in Trench 9, a few metres to the NE and
higher up in the dunes. The massive quantities of clinker and
the thickness of the layers of midden material in proximity
to the wall on the beach, relative to the thin spreads in the
vicinity of the building in Trench 9, suggests that the material
originates from activity carried out in the building on the
beach.
This evidence, together with the lack of evidence associated
with the process of salt panning in the building in Trench 9,
indicates the building on the beach is most likely to have
been the pan house, with the building in Trench 9, or at least
the E room, functioning as a possible storehouse.
Some time after the building in Trench 9 was abandoned
and a c1m thick deposit of windblown sand had accumulated
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Kilbraur Wind Farm
Survey and watching brief
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NC 790 075 A programme of archaeological works was
carried out 15 July–26 October 2010 in advance of and during
construction of the extension to Kilbraur Wind Farm. This
consisted of a marking-out survey to establish protective
buffer zones around known sites, a walkover survey of an
area of recently felled forest to identify any archaeological
features and a watching brief on groundworks for three
turbines and their associated access tracks. The marking-out
survey ensured there was no damage to known sites. No
significant archaeological remains or deposits were recorded
during the survey or watching brief.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Falck Renewables

Clyne/Creich/Dornoch/Kildonan
East Sutherland Coastal Zone Assessment Survey
Desk-based assessment and survey
Delia Gheorghiou, Jim Hansom, Ingrid Shearer and David
Sneddon – GUARD
NC 91030 03870, NH 61000 91550, NH 80770 87550 and
ND 05800 17270 A coastal zone assessment was conducted
February–March 2010 from Bonar Bridge to Ord Point. The
desk-based assessment and walkover survey identified
107 new and 287 previously recorded archaeological sites.
The previously known sites included 44 listed buildings,
3 scheduled ancient monuments, 2 gardens and designed
landscapes. At the time of the survey c35% of the coast was
eroding, c51% was stable and c14% was accreting. A wide
variety of sites were located along the eroding areas of the
coastline and further survey work was recommended at a
number of sites. These included an eroding shell midden, a
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promontory fort, an eroding wall, a cotton mill and remains
of a historic crossing point on Loch Fleet.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland Council, Historic
Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Contin/Fodderty
Garve to Strathpeffer Water Main Renewal
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – West Coast Archaeological Services
NH 3918 6274 to NH 4868 5751 A walkover survey was
undertaken 25–27 August 2010 to assess the potential
impact of the construction of a new water main and
provide a mitigation strategy for any sites of archaeological
significance identified along the proposed route. A total of
26 sites were identified. The sites mostly consisted of postmedieval field boundaries, enclosures and buildings. Three
sites were probable prehistoric cairns, not associated with
field clearance.
Cairn (Site 11) Sub-oval cairn of small and medium stones
(100–200mm long) with a wide spread 6 x 4m across an E–W
axis, located at 80m OD on S-facing slope on a lower river
terrace. The cairn was close to the present forestry track and
showed some evidence of disturbance.
Small cairn mounds and upright stones (Site 22) The
possible remains of several low cairns were recorded at
73m OD, above the Black Water River. Closer examination
revealed a possible kerb of upright stones, mostly hidden,
some of which had fallen over. As at Site 23 (see below), the
faint remains of a shallow, narrow ditch was seen on the W
side of the feature. The site is interpreted as the degraded
remains of a small ring or kerbed cairn.
Cairn (Site 23) The possible remains of a large burial cairn
consisting of homogenous cobbles were recorded at 73m
OD, above the Black Water River, 6m E of Site 22. The cairn
measured 8 x 5m on a NE–SW alignment. The surveyors
identified probable kerb stones around the base of the cairn
and the remains of a shallow, narrow ditch on the W side of
the structure.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended), Report: Highland HER
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

prehistoric monuments. It is quite possible that, as the site
lies to the S and E of prehistoric areas of habitation, it was
used in the past for cultivation only. The present day croft
cultivated this area until about 30 years ago. As the topsoil
is thin any possible sign of earlier cultivation will have been
destroyed by more recent cultivation practices.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Cameron Mackenzie

East Durcha, Lairg
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch and Lynn Fraser – West Coast Archaeological Services
NC 5070 0200 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken 23–26 January 2010 for an
area of proposed woodland regeneration. Work revealed the
following archaeological sites:
NC 50794 02228 Hut circle/cairns
NC 50795 02223 Possible hut circle/cairns
NC 50736 02237 Clearance cairns
NC 50777 02158 Linear clearance
NC 50833 02202 Stone revetment
NC 50935 02185 Hut circle
NC 50560 02250 Boundary dyke
NC 50840 01330 Peat cutting
NC 50930 02060 Clearance cairns
Several of these sites had been recorded during previous
visits (HHER 12803 and 32576).
Archive: WCAS and Highland HER. RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: North Highland Forest Trust

Cromarty
Cromarty East Church, Ross and Cromarty
Survey and excavation
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 7909 6726 An excavation and recording work were
carried out at Cromarty East Church 29 September 2008–24
July 2010 during repair and conservation works. The fabric
of the building was photographed, excavations of external
drains and soakaways within the churchyard were observed,
and a large part of the floor area was cleared and mapped.
A small trial trench was also excavated in the W wing of
the church. These works revealed changes to the wall fabric,
including a blocked doorway in the N wall, densely packed
intercutting burials within the church, and a split 14th-century
gravestone laid to form an altar kerb. The church is clearly
pre-Reformation in origin but it is difficult to establish how
much medieval fabric survives in the present building. No
pre-14th-century remains were found.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish Redundant Churches Trust

Croy and Dalcross

Site 23 – Cairn, Garve to Strathpeffer water main renewal

Creich
Airdens Bonar Bridge
Watching brief
John Wood and Lynn Fraser – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 62117 93774 There were no archaeological features or
finds uncovered during a watching brief undertaken 8 June–
27 September 2010, despite the site being in an area rich with

Nairnside
Evaluation
Stuart Farrell
NH 82996 50343 An evaluation was due to be undertaken
in June 2010 on the site of a proposed new poultry shed.
However, a desktop survey revealed the site was on the
location of a mill. The historical records mention a mill here
from the mid-16th century. Miltoun Mill is named on early
maps and it is shown as a lint mill consisting of two buildings
on an estate plan of 1757. An amendment to planning was
submitted to protect the mill site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: HSMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr R Duncan
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Aerial photograph of the hut circles at Strath Sgitheach

Daviot and Dunlichity
Croftcroy, by Farr
Survey and watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 6823 3325 A survey was undertaken in June 2010
prior to the construction of a new house in the area of the
Tordarroch hut circle (NS63SE 28). The work recorded a
possible cultivation plot and a number of possible clearance
cairns. A watching brief on the site of the house plot in late
October 2010 recorded one clearance cairn. Work conducted
on two adjacent proposed house plots recorded cleared
stones dumped on top of large boulders, but no other
features or deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Highland SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Forbes Enterprises Ltd

Dingwall
Strath Sgitheach
Aerial reconnaissance
James S Bone – NOSAS
NH 524 632 (centred on) A concentration of hut circles,
outlined against a light snow cover, was observed during
a private flight in January 2010. Four hut circles had been
recorded, but at least ten can be noted in the immediate
area.
Archive: Highland HER

Dornoch
Earl’s Cross, Dornoch
Watching brief
S Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NH 8046 9025 A watching brief was undertaken in December
2009 at Plot 6 on a housing development. The work followed
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trial trenching undertaken in 2008 (DES 2008, 103). Work
revealed no archaeological features or deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland Council
Archaeological Unit
Funder: Colin Armstrong Associates on behalf of Mr and Mrs Kirby

Durness
Highlands and Islands Crannog Survey: Loch Hope
Survey and underwater investigation
Robert Lenfert – University of Nottingham
NC 473 587 Underwater investigations from 1–29 July 2010
were directed towards examining island duns, crannogs or
‘island dwellings’ on North Uist, Benbecula and several
mainland sites in Sutherland and Argyll. One of the key aims
was to assess the artificiality of the islets and to examine the
loch bed surrounding the sites for archaeological material
or associated features such as causeways and harbours.
Another aim was to confirm or reject unverified sites, i.e.
uninspected possible crannogs.
Local reports of a crannog in Loch Hope were confirmed
after a local crofter directed me towards a buoy marking a
shallow spot in the loch. Underwater investigation revealed
a circular stony mound, 30m in diameter. This crannog is
completely artificial in nature, consisting of sub-angular
boulders averaging c0.3–0.6m in size. The mound rests on a
clear sandy bottom in c2.5m of water and no causeway was
detected. The site is c120m from the current shoreline and
the former loch level was possibly over a metre lower during
the site’s use. Another report of a crannog at the S end of
this large loch (9.5km in length) could not be confirmed
without substantial underwater investigation. However,
the confirmation of this site lends weight to the theory of
another submerged crannog in Loch Hope.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The 2010 GAMA Award courtesy of the Gatliff Trust

HIGHL A N D
Loch Croispol Schoolhouse
Excavation and survey
Alastair Becket – GUARD
NC 390 676 A team of local volunteers supported by
professional archaeologists undertook the excavation of
eight small trenches in and around the ruins of the Loch
Croispol Schoolhouse on 18–28 August 2009. The excavation
and survey were undertaken as part of a wider Durness
Development Group project, which aims to record and
preserve the history and archaeology of Loch Croispol School
and to develop an understanding of the wider landscape in
which it was located.
Upstanding remains of the schoolhouse, which is known
to have been in use between c1760 and 1860, were recorded
and a topographic survey of the school and its immediate
environs was conducted. Evidence for two distinct floor
layers was recorded within the structure along with a range
of artefacts, which can be attributed to the use of the building
as a school. A barbed and tanged arrowhead made from
black chert was recovered from a garden soil deposit in the
school garden.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Durness Development Group

Duthill and Rothiemurchus
Auchtertipper
Survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 9238 2785 A walkover survey was carried out 6
October–3 November 2010 on a large area N of Carrbridge
ahead of proposed tree planting. Much of the survey area
was covered in heather, which made the identification of
sites difficult, but a very large number of medieval or postmedieval features were recorded. Despite careful checking no
evidence of prehistoric activity was found. This conclusion
accords with that of Jonathan Wordsworth whose survey of
Auchterteang in 1996–7 overlapped with this work.
One probable and four definite lime kilns were found in
the valley, probably drawing on a local source of limestone
above Dulnain Bridge. Two definite corn drying kilns were
noted, both at Auchtertipper, plus one possible example at
Lyndeor. A possible horizontal mill was noted at Rysaurie,
with its mill pond set on a dry ridge fed by a hand dug ditch
c2km in length. There is a well preserved timber range at
Rysaurie.
The improved outfield shown on the 1st Edition OS map is
still clearly visible throughout the area, being mostly the finer
types of natural grasses, and was observed during the survey
period to be much the favoured grazing by the hundreds of
sheep in the valley.
A considerable number of old footpaths and tracks were
noted, some very well constructed, some shown on the 1st
Edition OS map, some not, now nearly all fallen into disuse.
Three sections of track run N–S between the river and the
B9007. Some of these may represent former alignments of the
18th-century military road that otherwise lies entirely beneath
the present line of the B9007. They are well constructed,
taking direct lines over moraine ridges which have been cut
through. Cut material has been used to make causeways over
wetter ground. From the First Statistical Account, 1791–99,
it is noted that Colonel Montgomery, Inspector General of
military roads, had recently surveyed the entire military road
between Duthil and Dulsie Bridge and was proposing a new
line for that road which would be ‘at least 4 miles shorter’.
The probable historic settlement pattern here is likely to be
similar to that demonstrated in Glen Feshie and elsewhere,

with first use being as summer shieling grounds by one of the
farms in the nearby Dulnain Valley, the two candidates being
Dalbuiack and Balnastraid. As the population increased
the best ground is likely to have been cultivated with a
possible phase of summer farms, which later became settled
permanently. Of particular note are the boundaries of the inby fields, most as depicted on the 1st Edition OS map, but not
all. They comprise ditches with walls alongside, the walls
being made mostly by using the earth from the ditch plus
some stones according to availability and no doubt turfs. The
fragmentary nature of these features meant that it was not
possible to record them within the scope of this survey.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Cawdor Estate

Aviemore Youth Club
Standing building recording
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 895 126 A standing building survey was carried out
on the youth club 29 September–27 November 2009 prior
to its demolition. It was originally built in about 1913 as a
church hall for the United Free Church (UFC) on land leased
from the Highland Railway Company. It was built using a
timber frame, not railway sleepers as previously supposed,
in contrast to the cottages next door. It was probably a
prefabricated building but may have been constructed by
local carpenters to a similar style. It was originally quite an
impressive building and was probably the first community
facility in Aviemore, reflecting the village’s origins as a
railway settlement.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Rathven Investments LLP

Edderton
Cartomie Cairns
Walkover survey, excavation and watching brief
Catherine Dagg
NH 7100 8530 An evaluation of an area N of Edderton village,
in advance of the construction of a new road, concluded that
it would pass through and destroy a section of the cairn
field known as Cartomie Cairns. An earthwork, visible on
air photographs proved to be a system of trenches probably
dating to WW1, which had been excavated for trench warfare
exercises. The route of the road was adjusted to avoid damage
to this feature.
Two of the cairns/mounds along the route of the road
were investigated on 19–20 January 2010. The sondage
revealed that that the cairns were constructed of subsoil,
with very little stone content. This evidence disproved
the theory that these were field clearance piles, while not
clarifying the function of the mounds. Neither mound
contained any cist or other structure. Both appeared to have
been cut through during deep ploughing for 19th-century
afforestation. Most interesting was the sub-mound ground
surface, which produced a scatter of small pottery fragments
and unworked flint flakes. These may have been associated
with the construction of the mounds, or may represent a
general scatter over the whole area. A watching brief during
ground clearance recorded similar results for the six further
mounds that were either partially or fully removed during
the construction of the road. The two low linear banks, with
a 1m wide spread, which appeared to define the NW and SE
edges of the cairn field, also consisted of subsoil with low
rubble content.
Archive: Highland Council Archaeology Unit
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions
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Eddrachillis
Loch Stack, Reay Estate
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 280 430 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey was
conducted for three areas of proposed forestry on the Reay
Estate. A small part of the survey included an area of ground
surveyed in 2001 (DES 2001, 54). Work in November 2009
revealed the following unrecorded sites:
NC 2656 4368 Building
NC 2655 4372 Cairns
NC 26396 44027 Clearance cairn
NC 2701 4348 Building

6606 3504. A stalker’s path and large borrow pits associated
with access roads linked to 19th-century sporting activity
were also recorded.
Archive: Archaeology Unit, Highland Council
Funder: Bowlts Chartered Surveyors, Inverness

81 Melvich, Melvich
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 882 637 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were undertaken in September 2010 for an area of proposed
forestry. Work revealed the following unrecorded sites:
NC 88467 63689 Structure and possible cairn
NC 88246 63321 Field wall

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS
Funder: CKD Galbraith on behalf of Reay Forest Estate

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Highland SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Fountains Forestry Ltd

Farr

Fearn/Tarbat

Loch Choire, Farr
Walkover survey
Catherine Dagg
NC 6620 3470 A walkover survey was carried out 13 May 2010
of the area to the N of Loch Choire containing the township
of Coirenamfeuran, which was cleared of its population
in 1814–19. The survey identified and mapped large areas
of improved ground, field clearance, rig cultivation and
enclosures, most of which are presumed to be contemporary
with the cleared township, although some are equally likely
to have been brought into cultivation in the prehistoric period
and to be associated with the well preserved hut circle at NC

Loandhu to Portmahomack Water Main
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 8166 7888 – NH 9159 8488 A watching brief on selected
sections of the water main renewal route from Loandhu
to Portmahomack was carried out 23 March 2008–27 July
2010, following a desk-based assessment of part of the route
(Loandhu to Cadboll) in 2007. Eight features were marked
out and safeguarded. Site visits and watching briefs were
conducted at 11 trench areas during construction works,
including on the Hill of Fearn to Rhynie Road, at Rhynie
Farmhouse, S of Cadboll Farm, at the site of St Mary’s

Orthoimage elevations derived from laser scans of the entrance to Caisteal Grugaig Broch
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Chapel/Cathabul, in the vicinity of the Cadboll Mount, at
Meikle Tarrel Farmworkers’ Cottages and six in the village of
Portmahomack. Finds included 19th- to 20th-century domestic
and architectural debris, an undated partially dressed stone
slab and a carved sandstone fragment, believed to be a
medieval column capital, dated to the 13th century.

pp50–1. Edinburgh.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The 2010 GAMA Award courtesy of the Gatliff Trust

Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish Water

Gairloch
Diabaig Common Grazings, Torridon
Walkover survey
Catherine Dagg
NG 795 615 A walkover survey of an area of proposed native
woodland on 10 May 2010 recorded 16 sites. These represented
a typical range of features associated with early modern
land use and the exploitation of a landscape poor in natural
resources. The most important activity appears to have been
the cutting of peats and some of the recorded structures are
probably temporary shelters and stores associated with this
activity. The shielings and isolated shelters and stores may
have formed a network of small grazing areas, with the more
concealed sites being 18th-century clandestine stills.
Archive: Highland Council Archaeology Unit
Funder: UPM Tilhill

Glenelg
Dun Telve Broch
Watching brief
D Gorman – Kirkdale Archaeology
NG 8291 1726 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
23–25 March 2010 during the excavation of eight small holes
around the broch, to allow the installation of new fence
posts. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Glenshiel
Caisteal Grugaig, Totaig
Survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 8669 2508 A laser scan survey was carried out 5–6 October
2010 at the well preserved broch site of Caisteal Grugaig.
Stone-by-stone drawings and a range of orthographic images
of the site were also produced.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Highlands and Islands Crannog Survey: Corie an Lochan
Survey and underwater investigation
Robert Lenfert – University of Nottingham
NH 012 105 This work forms part of the project described
under Loch Hope. An unconfirmed report by a walker of
a possible crannog (Grey 1991, 50–1) at Corie an Lochan
(NH01SW 2) was investigated and found to be an entirely
natural feature. Rock-fall from the surrounding cliffs may
give the impression of a crannog beside a circular raft of
vegetation when viewed from the ridge line above. The high,
remote location would have made this site unique amongst
Scottish crannogs. While a negative result was obtained, it
nevertheless helps to refine the RCAHMS and this type of
verification is one of the main purposes of the project.
Gray, M (1991) The first fifty: Munro-bagging without a beard,

Entirely natural feature which was formerly a suspected crannog, Corie an
Lochan

Golspie
Carn Liath
Casual find
Peter Leeming and Andrew Myers
NC 870 014 The proximal end of a flint blade was discovered
on 6 August 2010 in spoil from rabbit burrows outside of the
scheduled area of the broch. The findspot was to the NE of
the broch and within the guardianship area.
Donated to Timespan Heritage Centre, Helmsdale
(Accession No. HLMTS 2010/55)

Golspie/Lairg
Lairg Overhead Line Renewal
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NC 6067 0575 – NH 7927 9880 Site visits and a watching
brief were undertaken for pole replacement work carried out
in September 2010. No features or finds of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Halkirk
Westerdale, Caithness
Evaluation
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
ND 1321 5184 An evaluation was carried out 22 December–17
March 2010 in advance of the construction of a house. The
work which consisted of the trial trenching of 15% of the
site indicated that much of the site had been disturbed by
quarrying and nothing of archaeological significance was
recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Innes Miller

Inverness and Bona
Balvonie of Leys
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 657 383 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
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were undertaken for an area of proposed forestry in
September 2010. Work revealed the following previously
unrecorded sites:
NH 6551 3841 Buildings
NH 6603 3881 Farmstead (NH63NE 67 incorrect NGR)
NH 65817 38685 Building and kiln
NH 66143 38999 and NH 66135 38995 Clearance cairns
NH 66042 38963 Clearance cairn
NH 65963 38679 Building
NH 65316 37718 to NH 65590 37623 Field wall
NH 65633 38211 Kiln
NH 65747 38034 Hut circle
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: UPM Tilhill

Chapel Street, Inverness
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 6643 4559 A watching brief was undertaken 15–28
February 2010 at Chapel St, Inverness, prior to a proposed
extension to an undertaker’s premises. The graveyard to the
SW of the development is a scheduled monument. It was
the site of the medieval Blackfriars, believed to have been
demolished by Oliver Cromwell in the mid-17th century. The
Ordnance Survey visited in April 1960 and found that ‘all
that remains of the Black Friars’ Monastery is an octagonal
column of ashlar masonry 0.7m in diameter with the remains
of the springing of an arch 2.4m above ground level. The
total height of the column is c3.5m’.
The scheduled area includes the site boundary wall and
as no archaeological investigation has been carried out there
the original site limit is unknown. Historic Scotland was
consulted and care was taken to keep excavations back from
the wall, which was not affected.
The footprint of the new building was machine excavated
in two spits to the first soil change below the surface
material. There was a considerable depth of topsoil over
the whole area, which had been disturbed repeatedly and
included 19th- and 20th-century bottles and disarticulated
animal bones (horse). In the centre of the site, the base
of one rectangular feature was noted in the subsoil at a
depth of c50mm. This feature contained the same topsoil as
elsewhere, could not be identified within the topsoil level
and contained no datable artefacts. It was interpreted as a
modern pit.
Following the clearance of topsoil and overburden
to a depth of c1m an inspection was undertaken of the
foundation trenches, which had been dug a further c0.3m
into the subsoil. Despite the disturbance it was clear that
the natural subsoil had been reached throughout and there
was no evidence that this area had been part of the Friary
complex. No significant archaeological features or artefacts
were recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: J Fraser and Son

Inverness Flood Relief Channel
Watching brief and excavation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD
NH 656 414 A watching brief and excavation were undertaken
25 May–17 June 2010 focusing on the ground surrounding
the two areas that were excavated in 2009 (DES 2009, 100).
A total of 24 features were recorded including 21 pits and 3
postholes, which were all fully excavated. Four pits contained
fragments of prehistoric pot, one of which has been dated to
the Late Bronze Age, while others contained burnt material
including charcoal fragments, hazelnut shells and bone.
96

Archive: Highland Council SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Highland Council

Knocknagael Substation and Infrastructure
Watching brief and evaluation
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 6534 3834 – NH 6569 3925 – NH 6505 3897 An ongoing
programme of archaeological work began on 15 December
2009 in relation to the construction of a substation at
Knocknagael. The construction of passing places on a
single track road was the subject of eight watching briefs
and excavations for site compounds, access and haul roads,
new electricity towers and cable routes were all subject to a
controlled topsoil strip. The extensive trial pits excavated in
the c8.9ha substation site were the subject of a controlled
topsoil strip. A further 24 archaeological trial trenches were
also excavated.
Apart from one localised, rubble-filled field drain, the
whole area proved to be remarkably clear of archaeology. A
total of five shallow features were identified on the substation
site. These were recorded as possible postholes, but were
probably formed by root action and/or the burning of gorse.
The public road serving the site follows the line of General
Wade’s military road between Inverness and Fort Augustus,
built in 1726. The first passing space constructed lies close
to the former site of the Knocknagael Boar Stone, which was
moved to the Highland Council’s headquarters in 1990. It
is shown on this site on the 1st Edition OS map of 1875,
but an excavation at the time of its removal noted that it
was standing on disturbed ground and it seems to have been
placed there in the 19th century. No archaeological features
or finds were found during the watching brief on the passing
space or observed during topsoil stripping for a nearby cable.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Ness Side, Dores Road, Inverness
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 6509 4243 An evaluation was carried out 3–7 May
2010 in advance of a retail development. The 5% (2250m2)
sample evaluation of the 4.5ha greenfield site, on pasture a
few hundred metres SE of the River Ness, did not record any
archaeologically significant features or artefacts.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tesco Stores Ltd

Parks Farm, Inverness
Evaluation
Nuala C Marshall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 68889 43318 An evaluation consisting of six trenches was
undertaken 18–19 February 2010 prior to the excavation of a
pond. The site was located to the W of the area evaluated in
2008 (DES 2008, 107) which identified a single isolated pit.
No archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Tulloch Homes Ltd

Slackbuie, Inverness
Evaluation
Stuart Farrell
NH 6705 4245 An evaluation was conducted in June 2010,
further to a programme of geophysical survey (DES 2009,
101). Work revealed a group of pits and postholes of unknown
date. Samples are to be submitted for dating.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Highland SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr T Manda
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Kildonan
Badanloch, Kinbrace
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 7400 3195 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were conducted in May 2010 for a block of proposed forestry
at Badanloch. A number of previously unrecorded sites were
noted:
NC 73779 31420 Sheepfold
NC 73743 31440 Building
NC 73667 31518 (centred on) Enclosure
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry

Kilmonivaig

several stretches of wall courses visible both externally and
internally. There is a c1.8m wide entrance on the W and
several possible galleries are visible as depressions in the
wall. A defensive outwork is visible enclosing the dun on its
N, S and W sides. This wall is c2.5m thick and up to 1.5m
high and it has an entrance on its NE side. The ESE-facing
leading edge of the terrace is defined by steep rock outcrops.
Two small post-medieval buildings have been built into the
spread tumble from the dun and its outwork.
The dun is situated within thinned mature conifers, due for
clear felling within the next few years. There is also visible
wind blow occurring upon the wall of the outwork and in
the enclosure. In order to inform future forest management a
detailed measured survey of the dun was undertaken using
plane table and alidade.

Glen Gloy, Spean Bridge
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NN 245 872 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were undertaken in November 2010 for an area of proposed
forestry. Survey revealed a small settlement of nine rectangular
structures named on Roy’s Military map as Bolugie, in an
area previously thought to be shielings (NN28NW 11).
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: UPM Tilhill

High Bridge, Wade Road
Watching brief
Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology
NN 1991 8294 A watching brief was undertaken 16–19
November 2010 during the construction of a footpath. The
path ran along the route of an 18th-century military road for
350m as it approached the Spean Bridge from the NW.
The construction work revealed the original construction
of the military road in areas where it had been terraced into
the slope. A road surface made from up to four layers of
gravel metalling was recorded in a number of areas. At other
locations only a single gravel layer was recorded; farther
along the route to the SE all surface deposits had been
washed away exposing bedrock.
The remains of a small substantially built masonry bridge
were uncovered at one burn crossing point. Most of the N,
W and upper parts of the bridge had been washed away.
However, enough masonry survived to allow the form and
size of the lower parts of the bridge to be understood. The
bridge was 5.2m wide (from parapet to parapet), with a 1.2m
span and was carried over the burn on a vault, the lowest
parts of which survive in situ to the SE. The bridge was
constructed with a lime-bonded rubble face that retained an
unbonded rubble fill.
Archive: The National Trust Scotland
Funder: The High Bridge Footpath Group

Kilmorack
Comar Wood
Survey
Matt Ritchie, Bruce Taylor and Brian Duff – Forestry Commission
Scotland
NM 32509 31008 A well preserved enclosed galleried dun was
identified by Forest District staff in 2010. The dun is 11m in
diameter within a massive dry stone wall c4.8m thick and
up to 1.8m high. It is situated on a knoll on a slight terrace
on the lower SE-facing slopes of Strath Glass, above and to
the NE of the River Glass. The dun is well preserved, with

A measured sketch plan of Comar Wood produced in 2010 by M Ritchie and
B Duff (FCS). Significant trees for soft felling are marked as filled circles.

Kiltarlity and Convinth
Mauld Forest
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 380 335 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey was
conducted in February 2010 for an area of proposed forestry
at Strathglass. Work revealed a rectangular structure at NH
3714 3306.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: CKD Galbraith for the Mauld Estate

Kiltearn
Fannyfield Farm, Evanton
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 5570 6566 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
was conducted in August 2010 for an area of proposed
forestry at Fannyfield Farm. The following sites were located:
NH 5544 6585 Building, well
NH 5540 6576 Structure, sheepfold
NH 5574 6572 Sheepfold
NH 5611 6559 Farmstead
The following sites were noted close to the area of study:
NH 5584 6490 Achleach – Farmstead
NH 5600 6519 Achleach – Clearance cairn
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: CKD Galbraith
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Kincardine

Knockbain

Craggie Bloomery
Excavation
John Atkinson – GUARD
NC 33617 05152 A small excavation was carried out 9–13
September 2010 on the site of the bloomery furnace in Glen
Oykel. The work consisted of the collection of surface slag,
which had been revealed by a mound pitting operation,
and the excavation of two trenches on the furnace site. The
excavation recorded traces of ironworking in both trenches
and a well preserved furnace in Trench 1.

Bellfield Farm, North Kessock
Watching brief
Ross Murray – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 6437 4854 A monitored topsoil strip was undertaken
15 December 2009–3 February 2010 following an
excavation (DES 2009, 105) which recorded Neolithic
and Iron Age remains. A watching brief was undertaken
during the removal of an electricity pole and the c2.5 x
2.5m of topsoil surrounding it. The area surrounding the
pole, which was in the area occupied by a large Iron Age
roundhouse, contained several pits, the continuation of a
paved area and a previously unrecorded post setting. The
monitored topsoil stripping of 45 x 25m to the E of the
pole found that the area had been heavily truncated by
the construction of a road and contained no features of
archaeological interest.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kingussie and Insh
Pitmain, Kingussie
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 7498 0299 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
was conducted in November 2009 on the site of a proposed
new house. The site lies in an area of dense commercial
forestry and the survey revealed no archaeological features.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland Council
Archaeology Unit (HCAU) and RCAHMS
Funder: Smiths Gore on behalf of Pitmain Estate Ltd

Kintail
Eilean Donan Castle
Watching brief and excavation
Field Archaeology Specialists Ltd
NG 8812 2583 A watching brief was carried out in February
2010 during excavations for a new sewer pipe and pumping
station. The majority of the sewer trench did not encounter
archaeological remains. Four archaeological features that
related to the medieval castle were recorded in the area
approaching the modern bridge. A length of substantial
curtain wall foundation was exposed and may have been
associated with two areas of lime mortar surface. A large
spread of demolition material may have represented a
possible former building stance. The pipe trench was diverted
to avoid the in situ remains of the curtain wall.
An open area excavation was undertaken in September
and October 2010, continuing the excavation work of
2009 (DES 2009, 104). Work focused on the NW tower
and associated curtain wall. A further c3m of curtain wall
was revealed to the E of the NW tower. Differences in
construction showed that a thinner, c2.5m wide wall had
been thickened to double its width. An associated buried
soil showed that this had occurred during the late medieval
period. This alteration might be attributed to the second
half of the 15th century, when the castle seems to have
been fortified to withstand bombardment, and remodelled
to accommodate early artillery. A domestic hearth and an
assemblage of pottery and metalwork, including a copperalloy stick pin, where found in association with the buried
soil. The medieval deposits overlay a possible demolition
layer, which directly sealed bedrock. A single posthole was
found cutting into the bedrock and a further deposit was
partially exposed underlying the thickened curtain wall. An
earth-bonded rubble wall which is thought to post-date the
castle’s main occupation phases was recorded to the N of
the curtain wall.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Conchra Charitable Trust
98

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Tulloch Homes Group Ltd

Lairg
Achany Wind Farm
Watching brief
Catherine Dagg
NC 5794 0494 An evaluation of the potential impact of the
excavation of cable trench, between Achany Wind Farm and
Lairg Muir substation, identified three areas of archaeological
interest. A watching brief was undertaken 26 January–5
March 2010 at those locations.
A possible shallow pit, 2m in diameter and 0.3m deep,
infilled with charcoal rich soil and a possible placement of
granite cobbles, was recorded at Cashel (NC 57980 04926),
adjacent to two recorded hut circles. The feature only
survived in the S facing section of the cable trench. The
trench also cut through a possible rubble bank or boundary
at NC 58030 04943.
Archive: Highland Council Archaeology Unit
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Merkland, Loch a’ Ghriama
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 386 267 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were undertaken in November 2010 for an area of proposed
forestry. The walkover survey revealed one unrecorded site
of a sheepfold at NC 3871 2665. An existing recorded site
(NC32NE 4) was revealed to consist of two structures at NC
39032 25063 and NC 39042 25060.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: Tilhill Forestry Ltd

The Ord
Survey
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NC 575 050 A topographic survey of the scheduled area
and a 100m buffer zone around the The Ord was carried
out 22 February–18 March 2010. The area contains a high
density of archaeological monuments, including Neolithic
funerary monuments and remains of Bronze Age settlements
and agriculture. Although the distribution of the major
features was known, this survey added detail and increased
the accuracy of information obtained in previous surveys.
The survey also identified several previously unrecorded
features. In total over 450 individual archaeological features
were recorded including a burnt mound, c35 hut circles, 14
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rectangular buildings and over 300 clearance cairns.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The Forestry Commission Scotland

Latheron
Ballachly, Dunbeath
Excavation
Lloyd Laing – University of Nottingham
ND 1567 3035 The final season of excavations on the
medieval site at Ballachly was undertaken 24 June–26 July
2010 by a team from the University of Nottingham, with help
from volunteers. The season saw the completion of work on
the features on Chapel Hill and further excavation in the area
to its W.
Trench XII–XIV The area on Chapel Hill opened in 2009
(Trench XII) was partially reopened. Here a rectangular dry
stone building (Building A) partly excavated in 2009, was
cleared down to floor level. There was no evidence for
domestic occupation, which may indicate that it could have
been ecclesiastical, possibly a baptistery. No dating evidence
was recovered, but features of its construction (including
a floor of clay mixed with peat and stones pieces, and the
slab-lined box-like feature investigated in 2009), would be
in keeping with a Late Norse (probably 12th-century) date.
This building had been extended, as was demonstrated in
2009, probably to form the longer structure documented as a
‘priest’s house’ in later accounts.

also a hearth and that such evidence was eroded, due to the
thin topsoil covering this area. A further wall 1.6m long and
of an unknown width, (context 1414) showed evidence of
rotational collapse. There were other partial stone alignments
suggesting a semi-circular feature adjacent to the probable
hearths (context 1424, c1.4 x 1.6m), as well as what were
interpreted as post-pads for timber structures (contexts
1410 and 1411). Finds were extremely sparse, but included
fragments of ‘Pictish’ (Late Iron Age) pottery, compatible
with the use of the summit in the early medieval period. The
features found were comparable with those from other early
monastic sites in Scotland, such as Portmahomack (Ross)
and Inchmarnock and Kingarth (Bute). A number of worked
flints were found which appear to be of Mesolithic date, but
could have been re-used at the site in the early and later
medieval periods.

Chapel Hill, metalworking hearth under investigation (1421)

Cobbled area on Chapel Hill with central culvert, overlain by later wall

An extension to this trench was made W towards the
edge of the summit of Chapel Hill, initially comprising an
area 11 x 8m, and later extended to examine some features
encountered within the area (Trench XIV). It was established
that Building A, which had an approximate E–W orientation,
was built partly on top of a large cobbled area on a different
axis, the cobbles being removed inside the structure but
visible within the wall makeup. This cobbled area (10.4
x 3.4m) was cambered to a central slab-lined culvert and
extended to the edge of the hill. There is no evidence for its
purpose, but it may have been for the collection of water,
which in light of the Early Christian evidence found nearby,
could indicate a monastic function. Adjacent to it were two
rectangular, slab-defined features (context 1421, 1.1 x 1.3m
and context 1412, 1.1 x 1.2m), one of which (context 1421)
displayed evidence for intense heat, suggesting its use as a
hearth, possibly for metalworking. This was partly overlain
by a stone wall. The second structure (context 1412) showed
no evidence for burning, but it is probable that this was

Trenches XV and XVI Two sondages were dug in the
area to the NW of Trench VI, initially 2 x 2m, of which one
(XV) was subsequently extended by 1m S and 1 x 1m E, to
form an L shaped sondage. These were intended to locate
the chapel indicated on the 1st Edition OS map of 1872 but
were unsuccessful in this, producing evidence for the early
19th-century flooding which traditionally removed the chapel
and associated burials. A piece of what appears to have been
late medieval window glass was recovered in Trench XV and
there was some evidence for the former existence of long-cist
graves in Trench XVI, largely washed away, in the form of
flat slabs.
Trenches XVIII and XIX Further investigation of the ditch
and enclosing wall, believed to have defined the second
phase of the site, was undertaken to the SE of Wall A,
between Wall A and Trench III (excavated in 2008). Trench
XIX, which measured 2 x 2m, was found to be filled with
deposited stones and gravel from the episodes of flooding.
This was adjacent to the SW extent of Trench XVIII where the
wall previously encountered in Trench IV had been reduced
to some large stones no longer in situ. The edge of the ditch
was reached at a depth 0.7m, indicating a width at the top
of 2.8m. Excavation was discontinued at this point for health
and safety reasons, as time did not permit the construction of
shuttering. Finds from the overlying deposits included Late
Iron Age, Late Norse and later medieval wheel-made pottery,
and some ironwork and a whetstone, presumably strays from
the late medieval ironworking investigated to the NW of Wall
A in 2009.
Archive: Dunbeath Heritage Trust
Funder: Historic Scotland; HIE Caithness and Sutherland Enterprise
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Bardnatua Croft, Latheron
Watching brief
John Wood and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology
Services Ltd
ND 1979 3375 A desk-based assessment and watching brief
was undertaken 22 September–16 November 2010 during
excavations for a new farm shed. There were no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: D Bremner

Grey Cairn Woodland, Ramscraigs
Survey
Stuart Farrell
ND 1343 2679 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
was conducted in October 2010 for an area of proposed
woodland. A heavily robbed out chambered cairn (ND12NW
10) and a cruck-framed cottage (ND12NW 63) lie within
the survey area. Two previously unrecorded buildings were
noted at ND 13486 26757 (centred on). Three buildings were
noted in the vicinity at ND 1359 2687, ND 1374 2698 and ND
1374 2736.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: Fountains Forestry Ltd

Preston’s Croft Roster, Caithness
Watching brief
John Wood and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology
Services Ltd
ND 2667 3966 A watching brief was carried out 25 June–27
October 2010 during the stripping of the footprint for a new
house and septic tank. The work revealed plough soil directly
overlying gravelly till. An apparent arrangement of stones,
one set on edge, associated with two distinct deposits (one
black and one grey), was noted in the SW corner of the site.
It was thought that this might be a hearth, although there
was no evidence of heating. The deposits were sampled and
it was concluded that the feature had formed as a result of
plough action.

Logie Easter
Balnagowan
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 7621 7538 A standing building survey was undertaken
in June 2010 of the former sawmill on Balnagown Estate, in
advance of a small hydro-electric scheme. Work revealed the
building to have been built in the mid-late 19th century and
gone out of use by the estate in the mid-1930s, though it was
possibly used to generate electricity in WW2 by the Canadian
Forestry Corps.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: HAEL Ltd on behalf of Balnagown Estate

Morvern
Allt Meall a’ Chaorainn
Depopulated settlement
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne
NM 795 549 A c0.5ha area of dry, bracken-covered ground has
been enclosed by a stone and turf dyke and parts of the interior
have faint traces of lazy bed cultivation. A probable house, 9
x 4m, with 0.8m high stone walls occupies a small terrace
on the E side. This building has been partially demolished
to form a large, 1.5 x 0.9m by 1.1m high, sheep fostering
pen. The fragmentary remains of small turf structures were
recorded on a lower terrace. The site appears to have been a
developed shieling belonging to the township of Be’ach.
Funder: Sunart Oakwoods Research Group/Garbh Chriochan a’
Deas Lost Placenames Survey

Allt Meall a’ Chaorainn
Shieling
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne
NM 7855 5502 A scattered group of dry stone and stone and
turf shieling huts, occupying a series of knolls on a steep
boulder strewn bracken-covered hillside. The site was part of
the township of Be’ach.

Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Gmack Construction

Funder: Sunart Oakwoods Research Group/Garbh Chriochan a’
Deas Lost Placenames Survey

Lochbroom

Barr River North
Evaluation
Gavin MacGregor, Alastair Becket and Dave Sneddon – GUARD
NM 61430 57082 An evaluation consisting of the surface
collection of struck lithics from a planting mound, the hand
excavation of 10 trial trenches and the subsequent extension
of 2 into larger evaluation trenches was undertaken 4–9
October 2010. The trial trenches recorded a number of struck
lithic concentrations but no in situ archaeological features.
This absence may partly reflect the effect of bioturbation on
sediments in the upper c0.45m of the soil profile, or be due to
the impact of ground water which was encountered at greater
depth. The trial trenches were extended at two locations, one
on the main terrace and the second (Trench 5) at the foot of
the steep slope that defined the western extent of the terrace.
A notable concentration of lithics, in part associated with a
buried soil horizon sealed beneath colluvium, was recorded
in Trench 5. This trench also contained an arrangement of
stones that could represent the remains of a bank or some
form of revetment.

Fain, Gruinard Estate, Wester Ross
Survey
Catherine Dagg
NH 1268 8004 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken on 18 January 2010 for an area of proposed
native woodland on high moorland between Dundonnell and
Braemore Junction, formerly the deer forest of Dundonnell.
The survey identified two shieling sites at NH 12476 80103
and NH 12359 80457, each consisting of one shieling hut.
The ruin known locally as Fain House at NH 1268 8004 was
identified as a former shooting lodge, with associated rubble
footings of stables, kennels and pony park.
Archive: Highland Council Archaeology Unit
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

Langwell
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 185 070 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
undertaken in September 2010 for an area of proposed forestry
recorded a sheepfold close to the area at NC 1758 0561.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Highland SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry Ltd
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Clounlaid
Walkover survey
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JE Kirby and M Gascoigne
NM 75 53 A walkover survey of one of the field systems
associated with the depopulated township of Clounlaid was
carried out following mounding for forestry. Apart from the
ring-dyke surrounding the field system, the only find was
a large saddle quern that had been damaged by during the
forestry work. As the quern can hardly be described as a
‘portable antiquity’ its presence suggests that the site may be
one of the elusive North Argyll roundhouses, although there
was no other visible evidence to support this proposal.
Funder: Sunart Oakwoods Research Group/Garbh Chriochan a’
Deas Lost Placenames Survey

Loch Arienas
Survey
Matt Ritchie and Pete Madden – Forestry Commission Scotland
NM 66763 51772 A small well preserved Bronze Age kerb
cairn was recently identified by Forest District staff. The cairn
measures 1.5m in diameter within a distinct stone ring bank,
0.5m thick by 0.3m high. The cairn has an open level interior
that stands at least 0.1m higher than the surrounding ground
surface. It is located on a NE-facing terrace in woodland
in Srath an Aoinidh Bhig, overlooking Loch Arienas. A
prominent boulder is located immediately to the W.

Only one find, a fragment of pitch-stone, was recovered from
a Bronze Age pit. A desk-based assessment located the actual
site of a possible ring cairn at NH 7287 4733.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: HCAU and RCAHMS
Funder: William Gray Construction Ltd

Wellside Road, Balloch, Inverness
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
S Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NH 7311 4726 A programme of works in September 2010
prior to the proposed development of a church and car park
recorded no archaeological features or deposits. Depicted as
rough ground on 19th-century maps, the site was used as a
builder’s compound until recently and had been landscaped
and levelled.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland Council
Archaeological Unit
Funder: The Trustees of Culloden Baptist Church

Reay
Broubster
Watching brief
Catherine Dagg
ND 03715 59735 A watching brief was undertaken on 10 May
2010 during groundworks associated with the construction
of a new house, access road and associated services N of
Broubster. A section of the N boundary dyke associated with
the 19th-century village was removed during the construction
of the access road. The dyke consisted of a bank of rubble
field clearance and earth, containing small quantities of mid19th-century or later ceramics and glass.
Archive: Highland Council Archaeology Unit
Funder: C W Sutherland

Resolis

A Bronze Age kerb cairn at Loch Arienas – View facing W

Nairn
The Meadows, Meikle Geddes, Nairn
Evaluation
Stuart Farrell
NH 87205 52256 An evaluation was undertaken in October
2010 for a development of three houses with associated access
and services. Work revealed no archaeological deposits or
features.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Highland SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs McSherry

Petty
Upper Cullernie, Balloch, Inverness
Evaluation and watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 7322 4755 An evaluation was conducted for a proposed
housing development at Upper Cullernie. The site is located
in the area of a supposed ring cairn (NH74NW 13). The
seven trenches excavated in November 2009 revealed
no archaeological features or deposits. A watching brief
undertaken November 2009–February 2010 during the
clearance of the site recorded 10 features, consisting of
6 hearths and 4 pits dating to 3120 ± 40 BC to AD 280 ± 40.

Newhall Point, Balblair
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 70951 67032 A watching brief was undertaken for new
house close to the site of a chapel (NH76NW 2). A small
evaluation conducted on part of the site in January 2007 (DES
2007, 122), had revealed the area to be heavily disturbed by
rabbit burrowing. Work in late February 2010 recorded a
single small pit of unknown date.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: HCAU and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs G Wilson

St Martin’s, Culbokie
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 64 63 A decorated copper alloy Iron Age harness strap
mount was found during metal detecting on farmland near St
Martin’s. It was originally quatrefoil but is now fragmentary,
preserving a central double-boss motif and parts of two arms
with enamelled decoration. The style suggests a 1st- to 2ndcentury AD date.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT 226/09) allocated to Inverness
Museum
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Rogart
Corryachvrail
Survey
Stuart Farrell
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NC 6770 0230 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were undertaken in July 2010 for an area of proposed forestry
at Corryachvrail. Work revealed no archaeological sites in the
survey area, but a farmstead was recorded nearby at NC 6837
0279.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry

Muie Grazings
Survey
John Wood and Mary Peteranna – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NC 6517 0750 A survey was undertaken 7 October–3
November 2010 for an area of proposed new woodland. The
Lairg and Rogart parishes are well known for prehistoric
archaeological remains and one of five survey areas was
found to lie within a Bronze Age/Iron Age landscape. The
following features were recorded (numbers shown in brackets
refer to the survey reference numbers):
NC 6539 0759 Clearance cairns (1) A previously recorded
group of field clearance cairns was found to extend into
Survey Area 2 and to be more extensive than expected.
NC 6597 0728 Burnt Mound (6) A previously recorded
burnt mound site lies 285m SE of the edge of Survey Area 2.
NC 6622 0742 Settlement (7) A previously recorded site
lies 440m E of the edge of Survey Area 2 and was not visited.
However, more clearance cairns were noted here, no doubt
related to the field system recorded by RCAHMS during their
1995 survey.
Previously unrecorded sites:
NC 6558 0758 Upright stone (11) This site consisted of a
single upright stone standing to c0.3m high above a mound
of grass-covered packing stones at its base. It is probably a
modern marker stone, as it marks the highest point on the
hill.
NC 6547 0759 Clearance cairns (12) The group of clearance
cairns at this location appear to form part of the field system
recorded by RCAHMS. The cairns were moss- and heathercovered and at times difficult to distinguish against the open
moorland.
NC 6561 0753 Clearance cairns (13) The group of clearance
cairns at this location appear to form part of the field system
recorded by RCAHMS. The cairns were moss- and heathercovered and at times difficult to distinguish against the open
moorland.
NC 6546 0751 Lynchets or boundary banks (14) Two
parallel linear banks on an ENE–WSW alignment that were
probably associated with the areas of clearance cairns on
the hill. The features appear as turf and boulder banks, one
at the base of the hill and the second 35m upslope. Both
are in a degraded state and only a portion of them remains.
These may be some of the lynchets noted by the RCAHMS,
although the lowest (southernmost) bank seems more likely
to be a boundary.
The terrain in the other survey areas mostly consisted
of shallow peat surrounding outcrops of bedrock, which
would not have been easily cultivated in prehistory. No
archaeological features were noted in these areas.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish Agricultural College

Rosskeen
Drover’s Stance, Ardross
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 65506 75103 A watching brief was undertaken in
December 2009 during the construction of a new house at
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Plot 2, Drover’s Stance. The development site lies to the N
of a hut circle (NH67SE 25). No archaeological deposits or
features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: HCAU and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr R Mackinnon

Sleat
Early Prehistory of Isle of Skye and Adjacent Areas – Point
of Sleat, Skye
Excavation
Karen Hardy, Jordi Estevez and Assumpcio Vila – Universitat
Autònoma de Barcelona
NG 5670 0007, NM 5605 9977, NM 5608 9988 and NM 5672
9988 The aim of this research project is to apply recently
developed methods and ethnoarchaeological perspectives to
the study of the Mesolithic and Early Neolithic of western
Scotland.
During the 5 May–6 June 2010 season the site of Camas
Daraich (NG 5670 0007), previously partially excavated in
2000 (Wickham-Jones and Hardy 2004) was reopened. The
excavation area was extended to cover 30sqm and three new
test pits were dug. Significant finds included a large lithic
assemblage showing Mesolithic characteristics, a bevel ended
stone pebble with parallel cut marks, and a feature consisting
of three interlocking partially preserved stone circles, of c1m
in diameter.
Two shell middens (NM 5605 9977 and NM 5608 9988)
were recorded in rock shelters in 2009 (DES 2009, 99). Test
pits were excavated in 2010 at one of these sites (NM 5605
9977) and at another previously recorded shell midden at
NM 5672 9988, which lies near the site of Camas Daraich.
Radiocarbon dates from the upper layers of these middens
gave a calibrated date range of 360 BC – AD 1600. However,
as the middens are deep, further work will be required to
determine their full age range.
Archive: The UAB in Barcelona
Funder: I and D, Ministry of Science and Innovation, Madrid

Kilbeg, Isle of Skye
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood and Martin Wildgoose – Highland Archaeology
Services Ltd
NG 656 062 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were undertaken 22 April–17 May 2010 prior to a proposed
development at Kilbeg. Two new sites, two landscape
boundaries and one enclosure boundary were recorded. Two
possible cairn sites recorded by James Kenworthy in 1997
were visited and re-assessed. A small shell midden was
recorded on the N side of the main road. As there are no
obvious indications of recent settlement in this area the shell
midden is probably early in date.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Clan Donald Lands Trust

Pier Road, Armadale, Isle of Skye
Excavation
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NG 6366 0383 An excavation of a Bronze Age burial site and
earlier associated features was undertaken from September
2009 to January 2010. The excavation was the result of the
discovery of two Bronze Age cists during a watching brief in
September 2009, prior to development of the site (DES 2009,
113). A further watching brief and excavation was carried out
on 28 March 2010 during additional site clearance required
for drainage services.
The features on the site mostly related to a suite of funerary
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monuments and included single cist burials, deposits of
cremated remains and a ring of interconnected pits that
encircled a large cist and the remains of a kerbed cairn.
Other features that appeared to be unrelated to the use of the
site for burial practices included hearths, prehistoric plough
marks and a post/stone circle. As part of the initial planning
condition a Neolithic chambered cairn 50m N of the site was
also cleared and recorded.
The main burial site was centred on a ring of interconnected
pits (Feature 15), containing an arc of three standing stones
which encircled a large cist (Feature 4). Excavation of Feature
15 recorded a timber post circle phase, followed by a stone
circle phase before the insertion of the central cist (Feature 4).
Radiocarbon dating should help to phase the construction of
the features, although excavation has revealed that Feature
15 predates construction of the Bronze Age cists.
A total of seven cist burials were identified during the
excavation. Four satellite cists were constructed outside of
the ring monument and a fifth was later inserted into one
of the ring feature’s terminal pits. Three cists contained
cremated remains without urns. One of these cists (Feature
1) also contained unburnt bone that may represent possible
inhumed remains. Two cists contained highly degraded
inhumed remains. One cist contained no evidence of a burial
and was probably constructed as a cenotaph (Feature 2).
Two of the satellite cists, Feature 1 and Feature 2, mirrored
each other in construction, alignment and positioning and
must have been built contemporaneously. Both contained
decorated Early Bronze Age Food Vessel pots.

There is also some evidence which suggests that the site
could pre-date the Bronze Age. A possible stone burial setting
(Feature 19), built into an earlier ground surface and covered
with a small cairn, was uncovered below the level of the main
burial site within the central excavation area. In addition
during the excavation of Cist 2 (Feature 2), the remains
of a hearth (Feature 33) pre-dating the cist’s construction
was uncovered at a similar level to Feature 19 and this was
also associated with the same earlier ground surface. Both
were located at considerable depth in comparison to the
main burial site. Finally, a variety of heavily rolled flint and
bloodstone flakes (some possible tools) were found scattered
throughout the site contexts, indicating a prolonged span of
occupancy and the manufacturing of stone tools. Evidence of
prehistoric agricultural activity recorded below the burial site
surface was also intriguing.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: HHER and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: Lochalsh and Skye Housing Association

Small Isles
Coroghan Castle, Canna
Standing building recording
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NG 2796 0552 A historic building survey of the ruins of
Coroghan Castle was undertaken 11–14 August 2008 prior
to possible consolidation work. The ruin which is roofless
and deteriorating is located at the E end of Canna, on the
NW side of a c25m high stack. Large sections of the facing
stones along the base of the outer walls are missing and a
deep crack has opened in one of the walls. The location and
design of the building indicate that it was built as a defensive
structure that turned the stack into a well defended position.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: National Trust for Scotland

Strath

Decorated Food Vessel from Cist 4 (Feature 7), Pier Road

Other deposits of cremated remains were inserted across
the burial site, mostly in pits, but occasionally in association
with other features. Other cists contained grave goods,
including a stone wrist guard fragment that was probably
ornamental in nature and a variety of worked lithics. Worked
lithics were also found within each deposit of cremated
remains.
The seventh cist (Cist 7) was uncovered beyond the limits
of the main site by the driver of a mechanical excavator,
who safeguarded the feature. Although badly degraded, the
burial contained the remains of an inhumation buried with
a hoard of five unused flint tools, three barbed and tanged
arrowheads and two plano-convex knives.

Uamh an Ard Achaidh (High Pasture Cave)
Excavation and landscape survey
Steven Birch and Martin Wildgoose – West Coast Archaeological
Services/Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey
NG 5943 1971 The final year of field work from 1 April–10
November 2010 included the extension of Trenches 2, 15
and 19 to further evaluate features uncovered during 2009
(DES 2009, 114–115), and the excavation of trial trenches, to
evaluate geophysical anomalies and potential archaeological
features identified across the site.
The excavations in Trenches 2 and 15 revealed further
evidence for the modification of the natural cave entrance,
including various phases relating to the construction of a
paved walkway leading into the cave and the construction
of a stone-built stairwell. The stairwell walls had been
constructed in several distinct phases, while associated
landings and areas of paving displayed the importance of
the continued access to the natural cave passages beyond.
Excavations immediately outside the cave and stairwell
entrance uncovered extensions to a large encircling enclosure
wall and removed the remaining superimposed hearths and
their associated residues. Significant amounts of butchered
animal bone including domesticated pig, cattle, sheep and
red deer, were recovered from these deposits. Small caches
of shellfish remains comprising periwinkles and limpets had
been placed in the walls of the stairwell and enclosure.
The extension to Trench 19 investigated the continuation
of burnt spread deposits consisting of fire-cracked stone and
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fuel residues and a suite of features pre-dating the formation
of these deposits. The latter included pits and postholes, ard
marks with an associated plough soil containing Food Vessel
pottery sherds (c2000 BC), and a large recumbent granite
boulder (triangular in shape). The excavations also revealed
a shallow, stone-lined socket for the recumbent stone,
suggesting that it had originally stood upright. However, the
stone continued to be a focus for activity after it had been
laid flat on the ground. Stone paving and a possible kerb
of granite boulders were identified surrounding the boulder,
although no features or small finds were recovered from
below. This small ephemeral monument appears to have predated the ard marks mentioned above.
The 2010 fieldwork season produced a wide range of small
finds including a considerable quantity of coarse cobble
tools (grinders, hammers and whetstones), quern rubbers,
saddle quern fragments and complete saddle querns. Many
of the quern fragments fitted together, suggesting that they
had been broken on site before deposition. All of the quern
rubbers and complete saddle querns were deposited with
their ‘working faces’ down.
Other finds included glass beads, iron brooches and knives
and a socketed iron spearhead, bone pins and awls, worked
antler objects, a bronze finger ring and double-link chain,
and steatite spindle whorls. A large assemblage of charred
wood, a ceramic mould and cremated human bone were
recovered from residues associated with one of the hearth
settings outside the cave entrance. Some of the wood appears
to be fragments from wooden objects including possible
bowl sherds and the bridge from a musical instrument (from
a lyre).
With the completion of the desk-based work and walkover
survey in the winter of 2009/10 emphasis moved to a test
pitting programme, which aimed to examine all structures
thought to relate to the activities at the cave site. The deskbased and walkover survey recorded 30 circular structures
(possible roundhouses), a crannog and a stone circle. No
attempt was made to test pit the crannog or the stone circle,
but 29 of the circular structures were planned, at a scale of
1:100 and two test pits were excavated per structure. One
across the wall (to characterise it) and one in the centre, in
the hope of recovering datable materials related to a central
hearth. All 29 sites provided charcoal samples for dating. In
addition pottery sherds, lithics, stone tools, pebble pot-boilers
and saddle quern fragments were recovered. At least three of
the sites appear to date to the Neolithic period and one dates
to the mid-19th century. On current evidence (pottery) the
remainder are probably of Bronze Age or Iron Age date. It
would appear that the building of circular structures is a deep
seated tradition on the Isle of Skye.
For further information regarding the work at High Pasture
Cave, see the excavation website (www.high-pasture-cave.
org).

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Highland Council HER
Funder: James McLaughlin

Tain Jubilee Drive, Tain
Evaluation
John Wood and Mary Peteranna – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 7711 8148 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken 26–
29 July 2010 on the site of a proposed housing development.
The request for the evaluation was received after the start
of development work and, as a result, only c50% of the site
was assessed. The 15 trenches uncovered a subsoil with
areas of iron pan and contained numerous plough marks,
19th- and 20th-century field drains, five scattered finds and
one undated ditch.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Tulloch Homes

Urquhart and Glenmoriston
Achtuie, Drumnadrochit
Watching brief
S Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NH 5219 3125 A watching brief was conducted in July 2010
during groundbreaking works for a new house and garage
to the SE of Wester Achtuie cup-marked stone (NH53SW 3).
The work revealed no archaeological features or deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland Council
Archaeological Unit
Funder: Mr E Fraser

Culnakirk, Drumnadrochit
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 4979 3221 A watching brief was undertaken on 24 August
2010 on the site of a single house development near Culnakirk.
The site was considered of interest as it is located in an area
containing extensive prehistoric and later archaeological
remains. An unfinished schist rotary quern stone was
recovered from topsoil. The quern stone which is broken on
one side is 400mm long by 350mm wide and 150mm thick. It
has a circular, central hole, 80mm in diameter with a raised
c40mm circular rim and a shallow <10mm wide interior ring
of wear at its base. The opposite side of the stone is flat and
shows signs of light wear caused by grinding.
Archive: Highland Council HER
Funder: Graeme Young

Reports: Archive of WCAS c/o Steven Birch. Finds: National
Museums Scotland
Funder: Historic Scotland, Highland Council, Skye and Lochalsh
Enterprise Leader+ and Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Tain
Shore Road, Tain
Evaluation
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 77367 82739 A trial trenching evaluation was conducted
over c9.4% of a proposed warehouse development on 29
June 2010. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
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Dundreggan Estate
Walkover survey
Catherine Dagg
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NH 33542 16889 A walkover survey on 1 November
2010 of the former deer forest of Dundreggan to the N of
Glenmoriston identified a single boundary dyke. This was
interpreted as being the traditional boundary between the
18th-century township lands of Dundreggan and Bhlairidh. A
section of dry stone dyke, interpreted as an unfinished late
19th-century project, was recorded on the E boundary of the
survey at NH 33984 16519.
Archive: Highland Council Archaeology Unit
Funder: Trees For Life, Moray

Glen Moriston
Walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 2734 1317 – NH 2507 1116 A walkover survey was carried
out 20 April–24 May 2010 along the proposed pipeline routes
for two hydro-electric schemes, on opposite sides of the
glen at Balnacarn and Achlain. Six sites of archaeological
interest were recorded in close proximity to the route of the
Balnacarn pipeline and three were recorded near the route of
the Achlain pipeline.
Balnacarn
1) Mill dam, pond and lade, with a possible kiln nearby
The mill was not located and has apparently been destroyed.
The site is not shown on the 1st Edition OS 1:10,560 map.
2) Circular structure A possible structure, 3m internal
diameter, moss- and bracken-covered, located 5m E of the
burn at c190m OD.
3) Dry stone building A rectangular dry stone building
with square internal corners.
4) Dry stone building A small bothy or sheepfold with
dry stone walling 2 x 2.5m and square corners. There are the
remains of an enclosure on its NW side.
5) Cairn/Monument A finely constructed dry stone cairn
or monument, 1.75m high, 2.2m wide at the base tapering to
0.5m at the top.
6) Stone-built ramp A turf-covered dry stone ramp for
accessing a ruined steading. The ramp was built to allow
a vehicle to tip manure into the structure for storage and
probably reflects 20th-century re-use of a ruined steading.
Achlain
7) Enclosure A turf and stone enclosure to the NE of the
Achlain pipeline route. This was probably associated with the
farms at Wester Ainich noted on General Roy’s 18th-century
military map and the 2nd Edition OS map.
8) Line of boulders A c250m line of large upright boulders
orientated N–S may be a natural feature.
9) Military bridge Single-arched 18th-century military road
bridge over the Allt an Eoin.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd

Urquhart Castle
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake and David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NH 5302 2870 Five trenches were excavated, 10 December
2009–23 February 2010, in advance of the installation of a
new pier and access ramp on the shore to the N of Urquhart
Castle. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Urquhart and Logie Wester
Sundowne, Station Road, Conon Bridge
Watching brief
Stewart Farrell

NH 54303 55103 A watching brief was undertaken in November
2009 during work associated with a house extension at
Sundowne. The development site was considered of interest
as it lies to the N of a henge (NH55NW 1). No archaeological
deposits or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: HCAU and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr G Stewart

Urray
Wester Moy
Watching brief
John Wood and Lynn Fraser – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 479 551 – NH 479 553 A watching brief was undertaken
on 25–26 May 2010 during the laying of underground power
cables. The landscape around Marybank and Contin is one
defined by agricultural improvement and the Wester Moy
farm buildings appear to date from the period of Victorian
high farming. A mill lade survives although the location of
the water wheel it drove is unclear. Enclosure seems to have
taken place in the early 19th century. The area is also rich in
prehistoric remains and was considered of particular interest
as the cropmark of a sub-rectangular enclosure, c8 x 20m,
was recorded on an aerial photograph (1996) c40m SW of
Wester Moy Farm at NH 480 553 (HHER 22682). However,
no features or deposits of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Wick
Castle Sinclair Girnigoe
Excavation
Field Archaeology Specialists Ltd
ND 3779 5490 The fieldwork undertaken in June–July
2010 saw continued excavation around the S entrance and
revealed the continuation of features encountered in 2009
(DES 2009, 116–117). The excavation of the area immediately
within the S entrance allowed the definition of middens
relating to the occupation of the castle by Commonwealth
troops. The middens partially overlay a slate floor and these
deposits were left in situ. Rubble collapse deposits overlay
this horizon. Fragments of stone, window glass and lead
cames were recovered from the collapse deposits.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Clan Sinclair Trust

Millburn, Thrumster
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
John Wood and Mary Peteranna – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
ND 3252 4471 A desk-based assessment and watching
brief were undertaken 22 June–9 September 2010 during
excavations for an access road to a house at Millburn. There
were no indications of prehistoric or medieval archaeology.
The only features recorded related to the agricultural
improvements of the later 18th and 19th centuries.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Developer

Quintfall, Lyth
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
John Wood and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
ND 30970 61633 A desk-based assessment and watching
brief were undertaken 24 June–24 September 2010 during
excavations for a new house at Quintfall. Two 19th/20th-century field drains were recorded but nothing of
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archaeological significance was encountered.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: S Fowles

Wick South Head
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
John Wood and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology
Services Ltd
ND 3723 4986 A desk-based assessment and a trial trenching
evaluation were undertaken 31 March–16 May 2010 in
advance of a residential development. The area was the site
of two anti-aircraft batteries and associated buildings during
WW2. Previous work in 2008 (DES 2008, 119), had recorded
WW2 gun bases and possible signs of rig and furrow
cultivation. The evaluation consisted of the trial trenching of
10% of Phase 1 of the development in the NW corner of the
site. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded in an area that has apparently been ploughed for
generations and disturbed by the building and demolition of
the military battery and subsequent activity.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Pentland Housing Association

HIGHLAND/MORAY
Auldearn/Dyke and Moy
Culbin Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
The following features were recorded during fieldwork:
NJ 0190 6390 – NJ 01760 6391 Culbin Linear boundary.
NJ 0169 6388 – NJ 0176 6399 Culbin Four rigs with a
wavelength of c11m running NNE–SSW. Located in a low
lying damp area of ground, they aid in the identification of the
land associated with the deserted settlement of Culbin. This
settlement was abandoned at the end of the 16th century due
to the impact of sand inundation. The presence of a sandy
soil c50mm below a white sandy overburden suggests that
there may have been a gradual reduction in the productivity
of the soil at this location, rather than a single catastrophic
deep inundation of sand.
NJ 0162 6376 – NJ 0168 6370 Culbin A very slight ‘irregular’
curvilinear boundary appears to run between sandy outcrops.
NJ 0320 6366 Erinsfold This enclosure, c44 x 22m, is located
on a flat hillock and its perimeter appears to be defined by a
low turf wall. A smaller enclosure, 7 x 6m, is located on its
SW side and a sub-rectangular area, c6 x 5m, is cut into the
bank on its E side. An irregularly shaped structure, c6m long
internally and between 1–3m wide, is located in the centre of
the enclosure. A much larger enclosure, constructed of sand
hillocks linked by banks is located below these features. All
are presumably part of preparations for D-day and military
field exercises. (See below).
NJ 0316 6389 – NJ 0336 6388 – NJ 0326 6348 – NJ 0317
6348 – NJ 0311 6372 (defines area) Erinsfold This area is
covered by enclosures of various sizes that presumably relate
to preparations for the D-day landings. The enclosures were
constructed from sand and use the natural sand dunes.
Remains include possible embankments, foxholes and
artillery positions.
NJ 0322 6350 Erinsfold An irregularly shaped small
enclosure presumably a practice ‘fox-hole’ built as part of
preparations for D-day.
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NJ 0129 6298 – NJ 0116 6298 Culbin A very large enclosure
which consists of a range of banks and annexes, presumably
part of preparations for D-day.
NJ 0006 6155 Wellhill Small section of curving dyke which
has been cut by a later improvement period enclosure dyke.
NJ 0056 6269 Culbin Small area of five rigs with a
wavelength of c8m running at 160°. They define an area of
just under an acre and were presumably associated with the
settlement of Culbin.
NJ 0159 6335 Culbin At least one linear boundary and the
suggestion of badly damaged rigs exist in a fertile area among
the dunes. It was presumably associated with the settlement
of Culbin, though an earlier date cannot be ruled out.
NH 9271 5914 – NH 9184 5859 Loch Loy A narrow bank
lies to the seaward side of the FC land. The bank which
reaches c2m high in places appears to have been constructed
from artificially linked natural sandbanks. The bank may
have been a sea defence, possibly protecting an agriculturally
productive area. Alternatively it may be related to WW2
defensive measures or military exercises.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

MIDLOTHIAN
Lasswade
Old Pentland Kirk
Geophysics and test trenches
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy/Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society
NT 26240 66331 Continuing the work undertaken at this site
in 2009 (DES 2009, 120–121), two trenches were excavated
on 18–19 September 2010 to investigate the survival and
shape of the apse at Old Pentland Kirk. The trenches showed
that the entire structure, including the floor, had been
comprehensively robbed. Investigation of a structure to the
S revealed a 19th-century path and graves whose stones had
been removed to allow the construction of the path. A further
geophysical survey to the SW, to investigate the possibility of
a circular enclosure around the churchyard, proved negative.
The pottery recovered during the excavation indicated
activity in the 12th–15th centuries, matching the foundation
date for the kirk and a second period of remodelling work.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy

Penicuik
Penicuik House
Standing building recording
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 21726 5920 A programme of monitoring, recording and
excavation was begun on 8 February 2010 as part of an
ongoing long-term project to stabilise and conserve Penicuik
House. During the 2010 season the removal of rubble and
cleaning of the central part of the house revealed evidence
for the function of different areas. Paint surviving on the
stone stair treads of the western pencheck stair revealed that
it has been straightened at its base to enter into the front
hall, rather than following its original curve. A cellar was also
discovered and excavated in the entrance hall. A number of
tunnels were detected to the S of the house, these appear to
pass under the building, but have yet to be investigated and
recorded. As each area of the house is cleared of rubble and
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made safe elevations and floor plans are being created, and
these will contribute to the production of a complete drawn
record of the house.
Archive: Project ongoing
Funder: Penicuik House Preservation Trust

Temple
Temple House
Geophysics and test trenches
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy/Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society – on behalf of Celtic Wireless
NT 31737 58650 Work was undertaken 4–5 September 2010 to
determine if the gateway was a possible freestanding folly or
part of a Temple House. Geophysics indicated that a roadway
came in from the NW and excavation located robbed walls to
either side of the gateway. Investigation of the mound to the
E of the gateway revealed standing walls beneath demolition
rubble. Records indicate that the demolition took place c1805,
when a wall was constructed around the Arniston Estate. It is
clear that the structure shown on Roy’s map of 1750 and the
sunken garden are largely intact as buried remains.

NJ 0967 6501 Bessie Burn Quarry of unknown date.
NJ 1016 6533 Bessie Burn An extensive ringwork with
banks of a consistent height and a possible external bank on
its S edge. Although it might have been a viable source of ice
for the nearby ice-house (NJ06NE 1), in the absence of any
evidence of a water-bearing channel the site is presumed to
be a quarry.
NJ 1028 6526 Bessie Burn An area of c200m in diameter
contains a number of apparently man-made earthen mounds.
Round or slightly elliptical, c1.5m high and 6–9m in diameter
and composed of light, sandy soil with little evidence of
stonework. A line of mounds runs at 340° from NJ 1029
6514 and to the E of these is a level featureless area. Further
undulations were noted to the E and NE of this area. To the
W of the line of mounds some undulations in an area of
uneven ground may be artificial. It is considered that the site
with its well drained soil, confined by a burn and the sea
on two sides is an ideal location for a warren. Placenames
suggest the existence of warrens in similar locations on the E
side of the Spey estuary. The site is less than 3 miles from the
E Grange of Kinloss Abbey and 16th-century rabbit warrens
have been recorded at the Bishop’s Palace at Spynie.

Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Bellie

Aberlour/Inveravon

Ashdele, Upper Dallachy
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 3617 6278 A watching brief was conducted in September
2010 for a house to the S edge of Dallachy Airfield. No
archaeological deposits or features were recorded.

Morinsh Wood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 2447 3150 Alltloan Small square structure lying in
pasture just outside forestry, aligned NE–SW measuring c4.5
x 4.5m. Debris downslope to the NW suggests the presence
of at least one other building.
NJ 2208 2994 Lagavaich Short section of bank bordering
a platform of good land to the N. This presumably relates to
the pre-improved landscape.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Alves
Inchstelly Farm, Alves
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 1415 6324 A watching brief was carried out on 26
November 2010 during the replacement of three electricity
poles in an area close to cropmarks. No archaeological
features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Power Distribution

Alves/Kinloss
Roseisle Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 0976 6520 Bessie Burn Substantial quarry of unknown
date.

Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: Colin Murray Development Ltd

Deer Park Wood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 3716 6271 – NJ 3724 6275 Cowiemuir A denuded earth
boundary forming part of the pre-improved landscape.
NJ 3793 6189 Moor of Auchenhalrig An oval embanked
depression c9 x 6m internally with c2m wide upcast banks
and a possible entrance in the NW quadrant. The interior
is lower than the surrounding ground surface, which might
suggest it is not a hut circle.
NJ 3779 6223 Moor of Auchenhalrig A very slight bank
defines a circular enclosure, c70–80m in diameter. It is
centred upon what appears to be a c20m wide natural knoll.
Clay subsoils were recorded in a hole created by a windblown
tree 30m inside the enclosure. No evidence of a ditch was
recorded in a second windthrow immediately outside the
bank on its E side.
NJ 3755 6270 Moor of Auchenhalrig A WW2 brick-built
linear platform with earthen banks, running perpendicularly
to the platform. There were regular iron rings along the face
of the platform providing anchor points.
NJ 3771 6265 Wood of Auchenreath WW2 platform with
perpendicular banks as above.
NJ 3772 6286 Wood of Auchenreath WW2 building with
outer reinforced defensive bank.
NJ 3752 6286 Wood of Auchenreath Ruinous concrete
WW2 building.
NJ 3686 6284, NJ 3664 6263, NJ 3671 6258, NJ 3691 6276
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and NJ 3691 6283 (defines area) Cowiemuir Extensive
WW2 remains consisting of defensive structures and
building platforms fill the W end of the wood. They appear
to stop on the NE side where a drain cuts through the wood.
A quarry to the NE may have been enhanced to produce the
water-filled hollow which was linked to the cross-drain to
produce a further defensive feature.
NJ 3616 6164, NJ 3643 6148, NJ 3637 6141 and NJ 3611
6156 (defines area) Gowktree Wood A range of WW2
remains. The drain at the W end may have been deepened
to present an obstacle. Similar use of drainage features has
also been suggested nearby (see above).
NJ 3604 6206 – NJ 3602 6192 Gowktree Wood A bank
runs SW from the steep scarp above the Gowktree Burn
curving gently to meet the road. There seems to have been a
parallel bank c13m to the NW. The feature appears to define
an area of plantations around the Loch of Bank End.
NJ 3615 6239, NJ 3607 6209, NJ 3612 6200 and NJ 3621
6217 (defines area) Gowktree Wood Extensive remains of
WW2 buildings associated with Dallachy airfield.
NJ 3706 6104 – NJ 3699 6103 Beldorney Hillocks Short
section of bank that appears to follow the course of one of
the ovid plantations of Gordon Castle depicted on an estate
plan of c1770.
NJ 3749 6063 Hill of Ordga A large enclosure c70m in
diameter with c3m wide and >1.5m high (in parts) banks.
This may be a modern feature or may have been used for
stock control. It is not depicted on the 18th-century estate
plan or the 1st Edition 6” OS map.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Ordequish Wood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s
management strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest,
Aberdeen City.
NJ 3396 5692 – NJ 3393 5701 and NJ 3397 5694 – NJ 3395
5701 Ordequish Two hollow-ways run towards a current
track. The first may be depicted on the 1st Edition OS map
and cuts a linear feature. The second is a few metres to the
E of the first, runs roughly parallel to it and is cut by the
linear feature. The linear feature is not depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map.
NJ 3395 5694 – NJ 3412 5709 Ordequish A drain running
along the contour at the present limit of enclosed land.
Not depicted on the 1st Edition OS map when the area was
under mature woodland and therefore relating to an earlier
period when this area was farmed.
NJ 3398 5690 – NJ 3406 5696 Ordequish A stretch of
bank running uphill and parallel (c20m apart) to a modern
track. If extended it might connect with an enclosure to
the NE and continue a pattern shown on the 1st Edition OS
map, which depicts long fields aligned with the contours
and suggests a pre-improvement date for these fields.
NJ 3440 5745 – NJ 3442 5738 Castle Hill A very denuded
bank runs around the top of a steep scarp on the W side
of Castle Hill. The feature was obscured by vegetation but
appeared to follow the meandering course shown on the
1st Edition OS map. This contrasts with the regular banks
associated with it and suggests that it belongs to an earlier
pre-improvement period.
NJ 3446 5739 – NJ 3443 5735 Castle Hill The possible
denuded remains of a substantial bank lie across the neck
of land connecting Castle Hill with the hillside to the SE.
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The bank continues W downslope to the river. A bump
recorded in the path as it crosses onto Castle Hill appears
to continue as a bank for a short way round the wood to
the NE. This feature does not appear on the 1st Edition OS
map which shows Castle Hill and the field to the E as a
single area of presumably pasture. It is plausible that this
promontory may have been utilised as a strong point at
some time in the past.
NJ 3486 5587 Ordequish Hill Section of broad (c5m wide)
gently curving bank.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Whiteash Wood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s
management strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest,
Aberdeen City.
NJ 3819 5789 – NJ 3825 5835 Whiteash Hill A boundary
bank followed a water course until its course veered NW.
The bank continued N and connected to another water
course which acted as a further boundary marker. The bank
is not shown on either the estate plan of 1770 or the 1st
Edition OS map and presumably predates both.
NJ 3819 5775 – NJ 3837 5779 Whiteash Hill Earthen
boundary depicted on an 18th-century estate plan but not
on the 1st Edition 6” OS map. The boundary followed a
water course heading WSW before changing course towards
the NW. This feature and the one noted above demonstrate
how water features acted as boundaries in this area during
the pre-improvement period.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Birnie
Birnie
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 210 585 The final season of large-scale excavations
undertaken 22 August–18 September 2010 at the later
prehistoric settlement Birnie (DES 2009, 122 with further
references) completed the excavation of the burnt-down
roundhouse (trench D). There were few features in the
central area apart from a substantial two-phase cooking pit;
this NE area of the building had not seen the same extensive
secondary activity prior to destruction as the adjacent area
to the S.
Further examination of the trench AL roundhouse (DES
2009, 122) clarified the sequence. Two houses were present.
The earlier (c14m in diameter) had no ring ditch, with
its wall defined by a ring-groove round the N half of the
building only; clear terminals show this was its original
extent, not the result of later damage. The later building
(c15.6m diameter) lacked evidence of a wall, but was
associated with a ring ditch. It had a double-leaf door; a slot
across the northern half suggests this was normally closed,
perhaps with a wicket gate set into it. Further excavation
of the ring ditch showed that the turf wall had collapsed
inwards, presumably from dereliction, before the building
was burnt down; additional well preserved structural
components, probably from the roof, were excavated. The
post-abandonment deposits preserved in the house hollow
included a large amount of Iron Age pottery. This building
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complex cut a smaller, earlier post-ring (6m diameter) to
its NW. A clay-filled pit in this area was probably a store of
raw material.
Trench AH (DES 2008, 123) was partly reopened to clarify
aspects of the roundhouse sequence. Further excavation of
the ring ditch showed that the house had clearly burnt down,
with in situ structural charcoal. Post-house activity included
a layer of cobbling deposited in the N terminal; a pit cut
through the destruction deposits produced a steatite spindle
whorl. This activity probably relates to the Pictish building
immediately to the S. The trench was expanded to the W.
This proved relatively sterile, but a shallow oval scoop (c9.0
x 3.3m) is interpreted as the eroded floor of a building. It
overlay a shallow gully, perhaps an earlier structural element
of the building. Finds were sparse, although a single Guido
class 13 bead provides a Late Iron Age terminus post quem
for its infill. It cut a massive multi-phase sand-filled pit of
uncertain date and function.
Two similar buildings defined by erosion scoops were
identified; such structures have been found in previous
years, and interpreted as Pictish or medieval. Trench AW, a
long N–S trench designed to test a previously unexamined
area between trenches D and M, located a very shallow
charcoal-rich oval scoop 7.0 x 2.5m. This had no earthfast
structural elements; surviving charcoal suggests a plankbuilt component.
The known scoop in trench V (DES 2003, 96) was
fully exposed and excavated. This proved to be a rather
deeper oval scoop, probably associated with a curving
line of small posts on its S side. Heavy wear of the floor
led to material being dumped to build up the surface, and
cobbling being laid at the W end. This was probably the
entrance, as a shallow erosion hollow defined a path to

another feature, unfortunately it was inaccessible as it lay
under an electricity pole. The only find from the scoop was
a crucible fragment.
Trench AT was placed on the NW edge of the site, to
examine enigmatic remains noted on the margins of previous
trenches. It produced an extensive irregular cobbled spread,
interpreted as levelling of an uneven area; no structural
elements were found, but it overlay some of the features in
the area. Few of these formed coherent patterns, and they
clearly represent some time depth; some produced sherds
of Early Neolithic pottery, another had a saddle quern and
rubber buried in the base. In the NW corner, two previously
unknown overlapping post-ring roundhouses were located,
the post-rings 5.5 and 9.2m in diameter.
Two further trenches were excavated. Trench AV, to the SE
of the known concentration of material, confirmed the main
activity did not spread along a low ridge in this area. Trench
AU lay immediately N of the Late Bronze Age metalworking
area examined previously (DES 2005, 94); there was no sign
that this extended further to the N.
Finds from excavation and metal detecting included two
further stray denarii from the first hoard; the first Roman
bronze coin from the site (a Flavian as); two sherds of
Roman coarse ware (study of the 2009 pottery revealed a
sherd of samian ware as well); a wide range of Iron Age
pottery; several crucible fragments; a range of glass beads
and, more unusually, an amber bead. Earlier prehistoric
activity was uncharacteristically common; most striking was
a polished stone axe found in an isolated pit in trench AH.
Reports: Can be accessed by typing ‘birnie’ into the search
engine at http://repository.nms.ac.uk/
Funder: National Museums Scotland, Historic Scotland, Moray
Field Club and University of Cardiff

Birnie: view of the trench AL ring ditch house during excavation, from the W. © NMS
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Birnie
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 2084 5851 Further work on the corn-drying kiln exposed
in an old sand quarry (DES 2009, 122) revealed more of its
complex wooden structure, preserved by charring. A series
of upright stakes around the edges of the stone-built bowl
probably once supported the floor. The flue was shown to
be in two parts, with a well-built inner stretch and a slightly
offset outer part, probably a revetment for a slot dug to
allow access to the kiln. This work was undertaken 16–23
May 2010.
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Corn-drying kiln, Birnie, during excavation, showing extensive charred
timbers. © NMS

Paddockhaugh
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 2065 5864 Following evaluation in 2009 (DES 2009,
123), a 9 x 13m trench was excavated near the base of the
hill where Birnie Kirk sits, in the area of well preserved
deposits. The peat deposit at the base was shown to be
shallow, and overlies a number of features; there was no
substantial enclosure ditch, but a shallow ditch or scoop
is possible. The lower slopes of the hill were shown to
be entirely artificial: the ground level has been raised by
up to 0.5m by the dumping of sand and organic-rich soil,
presumably to raise the surface above the damp ground.
Into this an extensive series of pits was cut; none produced
any finds, but samples were taken for dating. This suggests
intensive activity in the immediate vicinity of the church
site. A further trench examined the field system identified
in 2009; this proved to be broad rig, post-medieval in date.
It had disturbed a pit containing a substantial quantity of
iron-smelting slag. This work was undertaken 16–23 May
2010.
Funder: National Museums Scotland
110

Boharm
Baron’s Croft
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 3008 4684 This ruinous farmstead, surveyed in 2009, is
depicted on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Ordequish
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 3451 5273 Clachnawarren A ruined farmstead of two
buildings; the first c23 x 4.5m externally, possibly centrally
divided. The N end may have contained a (threshing?) mill;
a depression noted against the W wall indicating the exit of
a mill race. A possible mill lade and a dam were recorded
to the NW. A second building to the E of the first, c15 x 4m
externally was subdivided by a substantial wall. An enclosure
was recorded to the E of this building. The western boundary
for the fields lies to the S of the buildings and runs S along
the top of a scarp.
NJ 3474 5256 – NJ 3454 5245 Clachnawarren A substantial
bank (c3m wide by 1.5m high) with a ditch on its N side runs
from the E burn up and along a steep scarp before descending
to the W burn. It may form part of the woodland boundary
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 3470 5297 Clachnamore An intriguing set of possibly
multi-period structures. A central enclosure is formed by
a substantial dyke with curving corners and topped with
trees. The 1st Edition OS map appears to depict this as an
ornamental garden with trees forming a central cross. A
raised platform of stone, c8m in diameter, which lies within
the northern enclosing dyke and just E of centre is absent
from the OS map. A small rectangular structure, c2 x 1.5m,
recorded in the centre of the platform may represent a
secondary feature. The rubble of a building shown on the
1st Edition OS map was recorded within the eastern dyke,
but no trace of a building depicted to the E of the enclosure
was found. A further smaller scale enclosure bank was
recorded to the NW of the main enclosure. An enclosure
bank also extends W from the S main enclosure dyke to
a scarp where it turns N to link with the lesser dyke. The
main enclosure and buildings are in a commanding position
overlooking a steep drop to the W and their layout appears
to contradict the general lie of other fields and buildings in
the area.
NJ 3484 5264 Scotshill Depicted on the 1st Edition OS
map the main building of this farmstead is orientated ENE–
WSW and measures c12 x 5m externally. A dyke extends
from its W end to meet a scarp which appears to have
been used as a boundary. A dyke runs S from its SE corner
to meet with the scarp and defines a triangular-shaped
enclosure. Adjoining the building’s NE corner and set at
90° is a second clay bonded building. It is orientated NNE–
SSW and measures c6 x 4.5m externally with the remaining
gable at its N end standing to c2m above the presumed
floor level. The offset appearance of the gable top suggests
that this structure may have been rebuilt and was possibly
finally used as a pen.
NJ 3501 5278 Scotshill Cottage with enclosure as depicted
on the 1st Edition OS map. The cottage measures c10 x 5m
externally with a small outset on its N end adding 3m. The
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enclosure was sometimes ill-defined but appears to have
used the natural scarp as one of its boundaries. A number
of ancient trees line its W boundary.
NJ 3507 5289 Scotshill Cottage footings, 10 x 5m externally,
which have an enclosure to the SE.
NJ 3446 5371 Slackbuie House and enclosure in dense
forest as depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rosarie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 3345 4549 Shians A farmstead consisting of three
buildings as depicted on the 2nd Edition OS map of 1905.
One building, orientated N–S and partly covered by the
construction of a forest track, does not appear on the 1st
Edition OS map of 1872 and was presumably built between
these dates. The other two buildings, which are depicted
on the 1st Edition OS map, appear to have undergone
alterations with the mill end of one building built entirely
of bonded stone. Other parts of the buildings appeared
to have had stone foundations (of variable quality) and
turf walls, features which suggest that the buildings may
predate the 19th century. The enclosure banks which
formed the boundary between Shians and Greenhill were
constructed of earth with an external ditch and appear to
have been designed to exclude rather than enclose stock.
The corners of these banks were more curvilinear than
they appear on the OS maps. The dam was built between
1872 and 1905.
NJ 3373 4548 Greenhill The farmstead is constructed of
stone on a courtyard layout. It was presumably built during
the 19th century and has undergone some alterations. A
stone trough runs the length of the byre opposite a blocked
doorway.
NJ 3411 4517 Backshians 1 A small cottage depicted on 1st
and 2nd Edition OS maps survives as turf-covered foundations.
NJ 3418 4531 Bachshians 2 Complicated series of
substantially built farm buildings which appear to have
undergone periods of redesign. Well preserved turf-covered
walls.
NJ 3450 4564 Backshians 3 Small cottage with enclosure
as depicted on 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps. It has quite well
preserved turf-covered foundations.
NJ 3431 4508 Backshians An isolated earth mound c5m in
diameter is located c50m inside the forest boundary.
NJ 3397 4506 Backshians Hollow mound, c3 x 3m
externally, made of earth with occasional small stones
(originally turf?). It may be the site of a still.
NJ 3375 4541 Greenhill Mill dam just above a track above
Greenhills farmstead. Not depicted on either the 1st or 2nd
Edition OS maps. A small, circular, concrete-bonded stone
structure of indeterminate function was recorded below the
dam.
NJ 3472 4581 Hillhead Croft Denuded footings of farmstead
as depicted on 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Sandybanks
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd

NJ 3295 5226 Ruinous farmstead, surveyed in 2009, as
depicted on 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Botriphnie
Drummuir Wind Farm
Survey
Fraser MacRae – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 35027 45761 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken 23 March–9 July 2010 on the site of a proposed
wind farm. A survey undertaken on a small area in the SW
of the development (the site of Turbines 1 and 2), located a
portion of trackway and a parish boundary shown on the 1st
Edition OS map. The remains were heavily overgrown and
in many places inaccessible or not visible due to modern
forestry. Two parish boundary markers (SMR NJ34NE0026
and NJ34NW0025) were also recorded. The location of
Hillhead Croft (NJ34NW 31) was visited but no remains were
visible A previously unrecorded, probably modern, trackway
was noted.
Three known sites were demarcated and fenced off to
prevent accidental damage during the wind farm construction
phase: Rosarie Forest buildings (SMR NJ34NE 0019); Rosarie
Forest enclosure, farmsteads, lades and ponds (SMR NJ34NE
00193); and a boundary marker.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: RCAHMS and Scottish
Borders SMR
Funder: Renewable Energy Systems Ltd.

Dallas
Dallas
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 1222 5465 – NJ 1227 5466 Hill of Edinvale A section
of hollow-way was noted curving E in the direction of a
previously recorded cairn and field system (NJ15SW 10).
NJ 1238 5394 Wangie Possible structures within later field
clearance dyke and located along the W edge of the fields
associated with Wangie farmstead as depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map. The first is c5m long and runs across the
slope abutting the dyke at its E end. Below this and running
downslope is a double line of stones.
NJ 1254 5418 – NJ 1290 5402 – NJ 1287 5395 – NJ
1251 5412 (defines area) Wangie Three roundhouses and
enclosure dykes apparently related to the houses. Two of the
roundhouses have an internal diameter of 12m and the third
measures 10m internally. The stone built dykes appear to be
predominantly aligned along the contours and to be linked
by a number of cross dykes.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Wangie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 1307 5364 This ruinous farmstead, surveyed in 2009, is
depicted on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Duffus
Clarkly Hill
Metal detector finds
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 13 67 A Romano-British openwork dragonesque brooch (the
first from N of the Forth), an Iron Age openwork teardrop buttonand-loop fastener (Wild II/III hybrid), three hooked oval mounts
of Iron Age type, and a Hiberno-Norse zoomorphic strap end,
were found by metal detecting in the Clarkly Hill area.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT 227/09, 228/09) allocated to
Elgin Museum
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Rodney’s Stone Laser Scan
3-D laser scan
Shannon Fraser – The National Trust for Scotland
NH 98425 57665 Situated in the NTS Brodie Estate, Rodney’s
Stone is a Class II Pictish symbol stone, probably carved in
the 8th century. Along three corners runs the longest known
Scottish ogham inscription, extending for over 3m. Reused
as a recumbent grave marker in perhaps the 16th or 17th
century, it was rediscovered in 1781 during the excavation
of foundations for a new parish church in the village of
Dyke. Having been erected in Dyke the following year, it was
subsequently moved to its present position in the 1820s/30s.
Deri Jones Associates undertook a 3-D laser scan of the
entire stone, with further, higher resolution scans of the
ogham text/s and of strategic areas to act as a baseline for
condition monitoring between March–December 2010. Data
processing by Archaeoptics Ltd is ongoing; it is hoped that the
high resolution data will allow a more complete transcription
of the ogham to be created, elucidating some of the more
heavily eroded letters.
Archive: The National Trust Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland, Historic Scotland,
Hunter Archaeological and Historical Trust

Edinkillie
Craiginsillar
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 0619 5027 A small, ruinous farmstead, surveyed in 2010,
as depicted on 1st Edition OS map and consisting of a single
building with a yard on its E side. Its enclosure was defined
by a dyke on the N, a track on the E and a steep scarp on
the S and W.
Romano-British dragonesque brooch, Clarkly Hill. Drawn by Marion O’Neil

Dyke and Moy
Culbin Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NH 9812 5983 Cloddymoss A narrow hollow-way leads
towards Cloddymoss. A lynchetted path leads N from this
track across a burn to the farmstead. A later and wider track
runs between the hollow-way and the modern track. Neither
track is marked on the 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps.
NH 9741 5867 – NJ 9741 5910 Woodside A straight bank
terminates at its N end in a small scatter of stones. It is not
shown on the 1st Edition OS map when this area is depicted
as wooded, but the bank may have formed the E boundary
of a cleared area which is shown on the map.
NH 9971 6031, NH 9980 6027, NH 9988 6026, NH 9994 6024,
NH 9994 6024 – NH 9985 6019, NH 9987 6016 – NH 9995
6002 and NH 9997 6000 Kintessack Various slight boundary
features creating a grid pattern. The settlement of Kintessack,
seemingly built around a square, lay between an area of fertile
infield and less productive outfield. The settlement is aligned
on what is now a minor track running NW. The surviving
earthworks suggest a gridded layout, with those stretching to
the WSW possibly representing tenements aligned along the
main street. Some of the property boundaries shown on the
1st and 2nd Edition OS maps appear to respect this alignment.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Elgin
Lady Hill, Elgin
Watching brief
S Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NJ 2118 6281 A watching brief was conducted in July 2010
immediately to the SW of Elgin Castle during the excavation
of a new path and the foundation for a toposcope. Two
modern concrete blocks and mixed demolition remains were
recorded in an area which had been disturbed by 19th- and
20th-century excavations.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ashley Bartlam Partnership Architects

Monaughty
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 1655 5879 Torrieston A concentration of stones, possible
demolition debris relating to the removal of buildings and
possibly enclosures, was recorded near to an entrance to the
wood. These features do not appear on the 1st or 2nd Edition
OS maps.
NJ 1717 5855 – NJ 1718 5832 Torrieston An impressive pair
of linear banks either side of a fairly deep gully. The gully may
represent an earlier course of the canalised Black Burn (see
below) and have been used to help drain the haugh to the N or
as a sluice to direct water to the site of Newmill; though whether
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the mill actually sat on the lesser burn rather than the main
course of the Black Burn would require further investigation.
NJ 1675 5805 Torrieston The remains of building debris
and other linear features, which might suggest the presence
of a pre-improvement farmstead, were noted in an area that
is currently obscured by dense undergrowth.
NJ 1615 5845 – NJ 1656 5842 Torrieston The massive banks
of this drain indicate canalisation. Its curvilinear form suggests
a pre-improvement (pre c1750) date and it is possible, given
its proximity to Pluscarden Abbey that it may date to the preReformation period.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Forres
R3 Grantown Road, Forres
Evaluation and excavation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 0308 5720 An evaluation of 34,000m2 (10%) of a c34ha
greenfield site was undertaken prior to its development. Aerial
photographs had identified a series of cropmarks (NJ05NW
72 and NJ05NW 166) and the trenching distribution was both
specific to the known sites and subject to random placement.
The evaluation identified linear ditches, pits and postholes
across the entire site. Artefacts recovered included Grooved
Ware, coarse stone, flint and later prehistoric ceramics.
A secondary phase of evaluation ran concurrently with
the complete excavation of the series of features identified
underlying the area of a proposed roundabout and access
road beside Grantown Road. The excavation identified the
remains of two palisaded enclosures, ring ditch and ring
groove roundhouses and a series of adjacent pits. This
programme of works was undertaken 31 May–25 June 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Springfield Properties Ltd

Grange
Gurrowood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4981 5043 A survey was undertaken in 2006 on a farm with
outbuildings. The house, which is shown on the 1901 OS map,
is two-storey and measures 12 x 6m externally with c450mm
wide walls. It has a one-storey annexe, measuring c4 x 3m
externally, to the S. There is at least one other building to the S.

Knockando
Scootmore
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 1694 3873 Scootmore Mound c10m in diameter, possibly
clearance related.
NJ 1745 3939 Croftmore Traces of field boundaries related
to the croft lying just outside FC land.
NJ 1795 3903 Gortons Lynchetted enclosure banks which
might be related to the ruined croft just outside FC land or
which may have enclosed an earlier farmstead within the FC
lands. The area is shown as wooded with no indication of the
banks on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps. The banks meet at
the present track with the outer bank heading E and turning
at a lynchetted corner and the inner bank heading NE before
turning NW and fading. The outer bank ends at a depression
which may have marked an entrance to the enclosure. The
area enclosed by the banks would have been a slightly domed
promontory between two natural drainage channels.
NJ 1633 3696 Na Ruissawrie A well made track leads from
the present road on a heading of c280° for c80m, the track
then becomes a more insubstantial pathway which heads up
to meet a modern drain at NJ 1629 3700. This narrow track
would then have led up to an extensive shelf in the hillside
which might have provided good grazing. The area is shown
as wooded with no indication of the track on the 1st and 2nd
Edition OS maps; it is possible that the track might be related
to forestry activity.
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Mortlach
Parkmore, Dufftown
Standing building survey
S Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Keith
Edintore Wind Farm
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NJ 422 468 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out 14 February–20 November 2010 on the
site of the proposed Edintore Wind Farm. The site occupies
improved agricultural land and any buried archaeology is
likely to have been truncated by ploughing. However, there
are some indications of possible Neolithic and/or Bronze
Age activity in the area; 19th-century farm buildings and
boundary markers were also recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Vento Ludens

The digger moves in, after a thorough record has been made. Parkmore,
Dufftown

NJ 3368 4125 A programme of excavation and recording was
undertaken May–June 2010 on Parkmore lime kiln (NJ34SW
22) prior to the extension of the adjacent quarry. The draw
kiln was built in the mid-late 19th century and went out of
use prior to 1910; it was subsequently used as a dump and
was almost completely covered before excavation.
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Drumdauch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 0621 5218 Ruinous farmstead, byres, yard and enclosure
recorded in 2010 is as depicted on the 1st Edition OS map. A
straight, possibly improvement period, embanked track runs
NE from the S side of the farmstead.

King’s Cairn
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4495 5889 A fine example of a pre-improvement farmstead
and associated features was surveyed in 2009. The farm
buildings consisted of an L-shaped range of farmhouse and
byres/outbuildings. Within the angle of the L was a circular
mound which may have been the site of a small mill or
rick stance. A hollow-way runs up the E edge of this area,
loops a yard (c10 x 8m internally), then continues N past
the farmhouse and the debris of a kiln to King’s Cairn.
Further structural remains may exist in an area between
the farmstead buildings and the modern track and further
probable platforms lay to the S of the L-shaped range.

Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Moor of Tore, Todholes, Dallas
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 0979 5503 A watching brief was conducted in September
2010 for a house and associated access. No archaeological
deposits or features were recorded.

Rothes

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council
Archaeology Service
Funder: Leiths (Scotland) Ltd

Rafford

Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr A Newlands

Newtyle Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 0587 5316 Bothies Dense tree cover prevented a full
examination of these buildings. A dyke extends S from the
buildings along the E side of a curving track. The current
track follows the course of an earlier track, depicted on the
1st Edition OS map, towards the site noted below.
NJ 0584 5296 Bothies A pile of stones on the W side of the
track may mark the site of a former structure.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rathven
Gateside
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4297 5768 A ruinous improvement period courtyard
farmstead was surveyed in 2009. The field pattern visible on
the 1st Edition OS map lacks the strict rectilinear pattern of
this period and suggest an earlier period of use.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Gateside
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 4343 5750 An improvement period farmstead was surveyed
in 2009. The yard attached to the house might predate the
improvement period and suggest the existence of an earlier
farmstead. As with the previous entry, the field pattern does
not conform to the usual strict rectilinear pattern of this period.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Lands Street, Rothes
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar and Robert Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 2773 4872 A section of buried wall was unearthed
during excavations associated with the Rothes Flood
Alleviation Scheme. The wall, which was outside the area
under archaeological supervision, was inspected on 1 April
2009. The presence of bricks and building tiles amongst the
roughly dressed lime mortared granite blocks suggested the
wall dated to the late 18th or 19th century. Its position along
the E side of Land Street suggests that it probably formed
part of a revetment for an earlier version of the present road
or a former field drainage ditch.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Morrison Construction

Lesliefield
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 2760 5250 An extensive ruinous improvement period
farm complex with field systems which originally extended
across the later forestry plantation area to the N and NW. The
complex was surveyed in 2009 and is depicted on the 1st and
2nd Edition OS maps.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Sherrifhaugh
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 3110 5035 A ruinous farmstead depicted on the 1st and 2nd
Edition OS maps was surveyed in 2009. The 1st Edition map
shows the building with a short L-shaped projection at the W
end. This end of the building was constructed at a different
time to the main building which it abuts; however, it is not
clear if the W end was built before or after the main range.
The W part of the building had a chimney and contained a
cellar with two windows, which are now below ground level.
The chimney at the E end of the E range appears to have had
an extra flue entering from an upper storey. The W end of this
range also contained a ground floor fireplace on the S side of
the structure. The 1st Edition map shows an E porch on the
S side of the E range. This porch had gone and the doorway
had been blocked. An outbuilding shown on the 2nd Edition
map to the SE of the main building was separated from it by
an enclosure wall delimiting a triangular area of ground. The
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footings of this dyke survived between the two buildings.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rothiemay
Claymires, Rothiemay
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 53664 49794 A watching brief was carried out 11–16
August 2010 in an area of 35 x 20m during the soil strip for
a new house to the W of Claymires Croft. It is the site of a
post-medieval farmstead on the 1st Edition OS map. The area
had been heavily disturbed and used for dumping stones over
many years and as a result no archaeological remains survived.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Neil Smith

Retanach
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 5643 4988 The remains of a stone-built cottage shown
on the present OS map with a small garden area to the NW
was surveyed in 2007. One room contains a fireplace, and
the absence of a chimney stack suggests it may have had a
hanging lum.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Retanach
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 5663 5003 A stone-built house with outshot and porch
was surveyed in 2007. A further building is located outside
FC ground to the W. The house lies along a trackway which
links it with the previous entry to the SW. Depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Hill of Retanach
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 5668 4986 A small outlying cairn was identified in 2010
in FC land to the W of the main, previously recorded group,
which lie outside FC land. The presence of windblown trees
may have obscured further features.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Speymouth
Castle Hill Wood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 3207 5842 – NJ 3202 5845 Balnacoull A very slight
linear bank.
NJ 3202 5832 Balnacoull Medium sized and quite shallow
quarry.
NJ 3197 5821 Balnacoull A circular depression c12m in
diameter in the corner of the wood that may have been used

as a pond/water source for stock.
NJ 3177 5842 – NJ 3180 5842 – NJ 3181 5834 Balnacoull
A linear bank lies within the woodland boundary.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Spynie
Spynie, Elgin
Evaluation
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 20856 64341 A programme of archaeological works was
undertaken 16–27 November 2009 prior to development. A
dovecot (NJ 2072 6442) was identified during a desk-based
assessment and cartographic sources suggested the site had
remained as either open or cultivated land from at least the
period of Roy’s survey (1747–55).
A total of 231 trenches were excavated covering just over
7% (16,616m2) of the proposed development area. Four
trenches contained archaeological features: Trenches 68, 70
and 72 contained a shallow linear ditch running along the
same alignment as the current field boundary, suggesting this
feature was an older field boundary. Trench 138 contained an
isolated pit of unknown function. No finds were recovered
from either feature and no traces of the dovecot were located.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Robertson Homes Ltd/Scotia Homes (North) Ltd

Urquhart
Lossiemouth Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill Forest, Aberdeen City.
NJ 3031 6642 Binn Hill A Q-type lighting decoy airstrip
(NJ36NW 53) identified as earthwork banks.
NJ 2892 6686 Speys Law Two artificial mounds of unknown
function c8m in diameter and 2m high located on the edge of a
water-filled hollow. A few metres to the SW is a short curvilinear
bank of unknown function. They lie a short distance from the
artificial mound known as Speys Law. The features may relate
to Speys Law or to WW2 activity in the area.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

NORTH AYRSHIRE
Ardrossan
Station Building, Saltcoats
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 2480 4140 A watching brief was maintained 27 January–3
February 2010 on the site of a proposed extension to the existing
station building. The inspection of two holes dug prior to the
start of work revealed the presence of made ground to a depth
of >1.5m. The depth of the made ground suggested that there
was no reasonable possibility of significant archaeological
material being disturbed by the development. All of the
excavation work undertaken was within the made ground and
no significant archaeological deposits or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: McLaughlin Construction
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Dalry
Millour Hill Community Wind Farm, Dalry
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Amanda Gow and Tanja Romankiewicz – Addyman Archaeology
NS 2600 5280 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken from February–August
2010 in advance of a proposed wind farm development.
While some potential areas of differential vegetation
growth were identified in the northern part of the site on
aerial photographs, no significant evidence for possible
archaeological sites was found during the walkover survey.
Post-medieval and later features relating to agricultural
activity, small-scale quarries and a formally-lined well were
confirmed. No further sites of archaeological interest were
identified; however, prehistoric features may survive beneath
the peat bog which covers the area.

Archive: The National Trust for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Stronach Wood
Casual find
Stewart Morrison
NS 0030 3636 Three possible carvings of birds (raven, heron
and curlew) were observed, 5–10 July 2010, on a steep shelf of
bedrock that forms part of the path between the two known
cup and ring panels in Stronach Wood. The three carvings
were in plain view, with a fourth just beginning to emerge
from the overlying broad band of peat.

Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Community Windpower Limited

Dundonald
City of Adelaide
Survey
D Atkinson, M Dalland and J van Wessel – Headland
Archaeology Ltd
NS 31340 38650 The City of Adelaide (RNVR vessel Carrick)
is a Category A listed emigrant clipper ship, currently located
in Irvine. A laser scan survey of the ship undertaken 25 June–
14 July 2009, provided a full and accurate 3-D record of the
vessel prior to the implementation of a plan to deconstruct or
remove the vessel from its current site.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Maritime Museum

Kilbirnie
Newhouse Farm, Kilbirnie
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 3143 5372 An evaluation was carried out 27–29 January
2009 before the development of a care home. Eight trenches,
totalling 8% (441m2), were excavated across the site.
The trenches revealed a number of 20th-century features,
including the remains of a brick-built garage, two large
reinforced brick foundations, numerous service trenches and
modern pits. The features and topsoil contained a variety
of modern material, including building debris, plastic, metal
and wood. No significant archaeological features or artefacts
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Baronial properties Ltd

Kilbride
Brodick Castle
Watching brief
Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology
NS 0155 3786 A watching brief was undertaken during
upgrading work to a lightning protection system on 22 March
2010. Ten relatively minor trenches were excavated around
the castle and a further two small trenches were excavated to
the W (trench 11) and NW (trench 12). No archaeologically
important features or finds were recorded in trenches 1–10
or 12. Two redeposited sherds of late medieval pottery
were recovered from 19th-century landscaping deposits in
trench 11.
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Possible carving, Stronach Wood

Kilmory
Cor-na-Beithe
Field survey
A Cassels and I Marshall – Arran Antiquarian Society/ACFA
NR 91315 26607 Five structures and an enclosure were
planned during a field survey undertaken in 2009/2010 at
Cor-na-Beithe (clearing of the birches). The remains are in
the vicinity of the three structures and separate enclosure
first shown on the OS map of 1856. The site is recorded as
abandoned in the 1881 census. Cor-na-Beithe is located in a
clearing within the current forestry plantation and consists of
a longhouse range, a separate structure of two compartments,
and an enclosure with two attached structures. A possibly
earlier structure or shieling is located next to the longhouse.
The longhouse (33 x 6.2m) consists of five compartments.
At the E end there are three compartments. The eastern
section (16.1 x 4.5m internally) is subdivided into two
smaller and probably domestic compartments, which are
accessed from a door off an internal through passage. The
third compartment is open to the internal passage. The
western section (14.1 x 4.5m internally) consists of two
compartments. A small compartment accessed from a door
on its N length, subsequently blocked and the western
compartment with opposed doorways, an internal stall and a
probable byre. The unmortared walls of the longhouse are of
random rubble and up to 1.4m high.
On the edge of the small burn that runs along the
longhouse’s N length and 8m from its NW gable corner are
the footings of a small open-ended structure. It is 2m square
with an associated enclosure and is possibly an earlier
shieling.
To the S of the longhouse there is a 10 x 6.5m structure
with two compartments and 1.8m high walls, with a
detached, three-sided 6.2 x 3m structure adjacent to the W.
The structure appears to be multi-phased, with the removal
of the side walls of the E compartment, the insertion of a
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semi-circular platform in the corner of the W compartment
(blocking a former door), and the addition of an external
square platform against the E gable. A plinth at foundation
level along part of the N length of the structure suggests an
earlier phase of building.
To the SE of the settlement there is an irregular walled
enclosure (20 x 24m) with two attached structures on its
N side. The 0.6m wide entrance to the enclosure is on the
dyke between these structures. The eastern structure (8 x
6m) is accessed from the settlement by an entrance on its N
side with an attached open-ended structure at its E end. The
western structure is of similar dimensions and accessed by
an entrance from the enclosure, with a window lintel on its N
side. The walls of the structures are up to 1m high.
A straight dyke of field boulders, 45m in length, restricts
access along the SW length of the whole site. To the NE
of the settlement, in forestry c36m from the E gable of
the longhouse are two conjoined turf and stone banked
enclosures, measuring 34.5 x 12.5m in total. Evidence of
larger open-ended enclosures to the E of the settlement can
be found in the current forestry.

the Allt-Eoin. To the N of the structure the ground runs down
to a ford of the Allt-Eoin and the junction with the small
burn, defining an irregular triangle of improved ground. A
slight terrace across this ground, 10m out from the structure,
indicates a possible yard or garden. A possible sub-circular
turf structure lies 4m to the NW of the longhouse in disturbed
ground on the E bank of the burn.
Archive: The survey at 1:200 scale and associated text – Arran
Museum Trust and RCAHMS (intended)

Archive: Arran Museum Trust and RCAHMS (intended)

Cul-an-Droma Plan

Seal Bay, Kildonan, Isle of Arran
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 017 212 (centred on) An evaluation consisting of trenches
laid in a grid pattern across a proposed housing development
site was undertaken 26–28 October 2009. The excavated
trenches contained a fine slightly clayey silt topsoil overlying
a clay or gravelly subsoil with areas of sand or silt. No
significant archaeological features were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS SMR
Funder: Marriot Building Supplies

Cor-na-Beithe Plan

Cul-an-Droma
Field survey
A Cassels and I Marshall – Arran Antiquarian Society/ACFA
NR 90924 26681 A single longhouse range was planned
during a field survey undertaken in 2009–2010 at Cul-anDroma (back of the ridge). This site lies along the N side of
the sunken way which runs from Kilpatrick Farm to the upper
head dyke and the site of Cor-na-Beithe. The longhouse is in
the vicinity of the five structures shown on Bauchop’s map
of 1810 and is probably the structure shown on the OS map
of 1856.
The longhouse (34 x 6m externally) consists of at least
three compartments. The E compartment (12 x 3m internally)
is the most distinct, with foundations 1.2m high. The two
compartments to the W are considerably disturbed. At the
W end an enclosure wall extends for 18m and returns N for
8m along the E bank of a small unnamed burn running into

Thundergay
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NR 882 463 (centred on) A field survey was undertaken on
6–7 July 2010 of 65ha of hill ground and arable fields on
top of the raised beach at Thundergay in advance of native
woodland afforestation. Dense bracken hampered the survey
with poor site visibility. A total of 42 archaeological sites were
recorded, including dykes, two mounds which may be burial
cairns at NR 88527 46263 and NR 88533 46252, enclosures
and tracks. The lower lying ground has been improved by
enclosure and drainage but retains a few elements of the
run-rig system, such as ploughed out rig and furrow at NR
8817 4677 and NR 8834 4682 and possibly in some of the
enclosures and dykes.
Archive: Held by FAS until deposited in RCAHMS
Funder: Robin Dixon and Son Ltd

Kilwinning
Main Street, Kilwinning
Watching brief
Louise Turner and Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 3022 4330 A watching brief was carried out intermittently
from January–August 2010 during improvements to the
streetscape in ten areas located around Main Street and
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Abbeygate. The majority of the area consisted of made ground
which had been subject to major disturbance by services.
Three structural elements were identified, a cobbled surface,
a stretch of sandstone walling with adjacent kerb, and a
second stretch of walling from a superseded street frontage.
A single area of undisturbed original ground surface was
identified immediately adjacent to a 19th-century gateway
which leads to the abbey grounds and church and exits
onto Main Street. A linear feature, U-shaped in section, and
measuring 0.6m was recorded running E–W across this area.
It predated the boundary wall and was severely truncated
by later service trenches and other features. No artefacts
were recovered from this feature and therefore its date and
function remain uncertain.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS SMR
Funder: Irvine Bay Regeneration Company

Largs
Flatt Farm, Largs
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 2130 5940 A watching brief was carried out 6–9
September 2010 during the final stages of demolition work
and subsequent excavations required for the removal of farm
buildings. The footprint of the farm buildings and a central
courtyard were reduced to subsoil or bedrock. No significant
archaeological deposits were recorded and all finds related to
late 19th- or 20th-century use of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS SMR
Funder: HBS Construction Ltd

West Kilbride
56a Ardrossan Road, Seamill
Watching brief
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 2020 4710 A watching brief was carried out on 4 June
2010 on the site of a prehistoric fort at Seamill. The site is
situated in a private garden and the mound upon which the
fort was located had been slightly damaged following the
sinking of a footprint for a garage. Nothing of archaeological
significance was found, but the exposed horizons were
recorded and further monitoring works were undertaken
on the line of a stairway and six postholes for new lights,
dug into overburden recently deposited on the surface of the
mound.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS SMR
Funder: Mr Nicholson

NORTH LANARKSHIRE
Cumbernauld
Dullatur
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 74303 77185 – NS 74512 77264 (access road), NS 74521
77225 – NS 74404 77623 (turning area and pipe way-leave)
A watching brief was undertaken, 8 December 2008–7
January 2009, during ground-breaking and topsoil stripping
associated with a new sewerage pipeline at Dullatur, to the N
of the Antonine Wall and S of the Forth and Clyde Canal. No
features or finds of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions
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Glasgow
Frankfield Loch, Stepps
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 6580 6790 (centred on) An evaluation by SUAT (2007) had
identified an L-shaped linear ditch feature in the middle of
the development area and the foundations of a 19th-century
brick building shown on the 2nd Edition OS map (1898), and
recommended further monitoring of the site. A watching brief
was undertaken 21 April–3 August 2010 during topsoil stripping
at two areas on the residential development site to the E of
Frankfield Loch. The watching brief on the area of the linear
ditch feature found no evidence that could be used to determine
its age or function. However, as the eastern arm of the ditch
followed the hillslope down to Frankfield Loch, it is considered
that it was probably a boundary ditch. Although a full groundplan of the 19th-century building was obtained it was not
possible to establish its function. Its location, beside a narrow
gauge mineral railway and a quarry on the E side of the railway
track, suggests it may have been associated with these activities.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Taylor Wimpey

Kilsyth
Garrell Burn
Field visit
Dugald MacInnes – ACFA
NS 71056 79607 A single circular millstone extraction site
was noted in the Lower Carboniferous sandstones of the
area during 2010. The site has similar characteristics to
those of the millstone quarries on Craigmaddie Muir, East
Dunbartonshire (NS 5870 7660) reported in ACFA Occasional
Paper No. 25 (1999).
Archive: RCAHMS and SMR (intended)

Stoneree Glen
Field visit
Dugald MacInnes – ACFA
NS 69355 78679 Several circular millstone extraction sites
were noted in the Lower Carboniferous sandstones of the
Kilsyth Hills during 2010. The sites have similar characteristics
to those of the millstone quarries on Craigmaddie Muir, East
Dunbartonshire (NS 5870 7660) reported in ACFA Occasional
Paper No. 25 (1999).
Archive: RCAHMS and SMR (intended)

New Monkland/Shotts
Airdrie to Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements
Watching brief
Melanie Johnson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 7784 6544 – NS 8686 6694 A watching brief was carried
out June–August 2010 during ground-breaking works for cycle
trackways, access roads, compounds, car parking, and shear
and key work along the existing railway embankment. No
features or deposits of archaeological interest were identified.
Archive: North Lanarkshire SMR/RCAHMS
Funder: Carillion

Shotts
Netherton Old Hall
Geophysical survey
Jim Knowles, John Wells and Rosie Wells – West Lothian
Archaeology Group

north lanarkshire/orkney

NS 9091 6572 An ornate skewput found being used as a
gatepost in a dairy wall of Southrigg Farm W of Armadale
prompted a search for its original site. The Old Hall at
Netherton was identified as the nearest possible source. Allan
Mackenzie at Airdrie Library pointed out the association of
the Hall with Dowager Lady Torphichen from the survey
by William Forrest (1816). A kite aerial photograph (KAP)
was taken of the site, and on 19 September 2010 a ground
resistance survey, of a 2 x 20m grid, was carried out on the
remains of the building and c13m of ground to its eastern
side.
A ditch can be seen as a curving white feature on the
ground resistance plot and on the KAP. The black area
indicates high resistance and reflects the geology around
the feature, with more discernible structural elements in the
middle. An L-shaped feature can be seen to the left within
the bank and ditch in the KAP image and this was also
recorded on the resistance survey. Part of this structure
appears to extend out of the southern bank into the field.
To the E there are similar high resistance linear features,
but they do not form any discernible structure and become
less clear further E. The large high resistance signatures
are possibly masking more ephemeral structures. There
are no obvious signs of building rubble extending across
the survey area, suggesting any remaining foundations are
possibly more complete than was first thought. It is possible
that the structure was never completed as described in
early accounts, or that stone was removed and used in
other buildings in the area. It is considered that the site
is worth further investigation, using either further targeted
geophysical survey, kite aerial photography in the near
infra-red or intrusive excavation.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: West Lothian Archaeology Group

Kite aerial photo of Netherton ‘Old Hall’ with white markers 2.5m apart ^ North
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Birsay and Harray
Makerhouse, Dounby
Evaluation
Andrew Hollinrake – ORCA
HY 2925 2100 An evaluation was conducted in September
2010 on what had been identified by a geophysical survey and
desk-based assessment in 2007 as a potentially significant
area of archaeological remains towards the eastern limit of a

new housing development. The potential remains consisted
of a substantial building, possibly a multi-period croft or
farmstead, which existed on the plot until the early 20th
century.
Three trenches were excavated across the geophysical
anomalies and locations depicted on the 1st and 2nd
Edition OS maps. These revealed no surviving structures
and encountered no finds or features of archaeological
significance. Despite the absence of visible features further
geophysical measurement of the excavated sections identified
areas of magnetic response in the topsoil, indicating the
presence of the ‘magnetic ghost’ of the structures shown on
early OS maps.
Archive: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Dept of Technical Services, Orkney Islands Council

Eday
Green
Excavation
Mick Miles – BEVARS
HY 56971 28987 A fourth season of work at this Neolithic
settlement site took place 31 July–4 September 2010. The
main aims were to carry out further work on the interior of
Structure 1, a Neolithic building and to extend the trench to
the N and E to expose the full extent of both Structure 1 and
Structure 2.
The 2009 trench was reopened and an extension was
stripped of ploughsoil. A total of 84sqm was opened
increasing the overall trench area to 193sqm. The new area
was planned but not further investigated. Visible features
included a probable new building, Structure 3, which is
similar to Structure 1 and these may possibly be linked
together. Structure 3 also runs parallel to the previously
noted gully which continues through the new area to the NE
corner of the trench and appears to have had a stone cover.
There are other possible structures visible N of Structure 2
and to the SE of the gully.
No further work was carried out on Structure 2; however,
sampling of the deposits to the S would suggest that this area
consists of midden material from the settlement. There are
the footings of at least one other building cutting through the
remains of Structure 2.
Within Structure 1, the area SE of the hearth was excavated.
The occupation deposits here were taken down in layers and
bulk sampled within a 0.5m square grid. These residues and
additional soil samples are currently awaiting analysis. The
floor by the wall was made up of compacted sand, a layer that
continued under the wall. It is not clear whether this sand
was in situ prior to the construction of the building; however,
it contained a small quantity of cultural material and it is
thought to be probably redeposited. Two small scoops had
been cut into this layer. Towards the centre of Structure 1,
the floor was made up of darker soils interspersed with some
flat paving slabs. The previously noted runnel was found
to continue along the SE side of the hearth and was partly
covered by paving. Further work on the hearth confirmed
that it had undergone repairs on at least two occasions,
with the side slabs being replaced. The lower edges of the
replacement slabs were bevelled and had probably been
hammered into place. The two stones that formed the hole
over the runnel leading out from the hearth were found to be
two halves of the same stone, which had been bevelled and
also probably hammered into place, an act which may have
caused it to split.
Finds from the site consisted of pottery and coarse stone
tools together with quantities of worked and unworked
119
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Rising tide: Coring at Mill Bay, Hoy

flint. The only find of significance was a leaf-shaped flint
arrowhead recovered from the ploughsoil over the new area.
Archive: To be arranged
Funder: BEVARS

Firth
Redland
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 3780 1715 In May 2010 students from Orkney College,
under the supervision of staff from ORCA Geophysics,
carried out a 0.16ha earth resistance survey using twin,
double dipole and wenner electrode arrays. The results from
all arrays showed a circular high resistance anomaly. This
probably related to a substantial stone structure measuring
c20m in diameter with c4–5m thick double walls and is
architecturally very similar in appearance to a broch. Gaps
recorded in the outer wall may reflect areas of collapse;
however, it is also possible that one may indicate the location
of an entranceway, although no corresponding gaps were
recorded in the inner wall at any of these locations. An area
of lower resistance surrounding the circular structure may
reflect a ditched feature or topographic variation around the
building. The linear moderately high resistance anomalies
visible running approximately NE–SW around the building
are likely to correspond to modern drains.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Orkney College, UHI

Rising Tide
Landscape survey
CR Wickham-Jones, S Dawson, R Bates, M Bates and N Nayling
– University of Aberdeen, University of Dundee, University of
St Andrews and University of Wales, Trinity St David
HY 387 141 (centred on) Work on Holocene sea level change
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in Orkney indicates that relative sea levels only reached their
present position some 4000 years ago. This project which
was set up in 2005 aims to:
• construct a sea level curve to provide detail of former
changes in relative sea level around Orkney
• investigate the possibility that remains of past human
settlement might be preserved on the seabed
Work in March 2010 focused on remote sensing and
intertidal survey in the Bay of Firth. The validation of
potential submerged structures by diving has proved difficult
due to dense kelp growth and the problems of distinguishing
between local bedrock and collapsed structural material.
A number of shoreline structures are now being recorded
in order to understand the impact of marine erosion and
collapse. Further cores have been taken at Mill Bay, Hoy
and Dam of Hoxa, South Ronaldsay in order to broaden
information on past Holocene relative sea level changes.
Archive: With contributors, copies to be distributed to ADS, Orkney
SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland, The Crown Estate, The Russell Trust and
Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership

Rowandale, Finstown
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 364 132 A gradiometer survey was carried out in July
2010 in advance of a proposed development. The survey did
not locate any obvious anomalies of archaeological interest.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Mr and Mrs W Pottinger

Holm
Lamb Holm
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Paul Sharman – ORCA
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HY 4830 0030 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
was conducted in April 2010 prior to the construction of
a building with associated parking area and access road
at Lamb Holm. A total of 5 new and 43 known sites were
identified. The details of the new sites are shown below.
HY 4856 0054 (site 3) Farmstead with associated
outbuildings located near the N coast, depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map of 1882. The farmstead was removed by
WW2 activity and no trace remains.
HY 4825 0000 (site 4) Cairns on Kirk Point, probably
markers for shipping, depicted on the 1st Edition OS map of
1882 but removed by WW2 activity and no trace remains.
HY 4822 0014 (site 5) Well near shore just N of Kirk Point,
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map of 1882 but removed by
WW2 activity and no trace remains.
HY 4830 0035 (site 21) A small rectangular quarry cut into
the low cliff on W side of Lamb Holm, below the development
site, was identified during the walkover survey. The quarry,
which is now overgrown, probably relates to WW2 activity.
HY 48427 00569 (site 40) The bases of two WW2 concrete
buildings, 6 x 3m and 12 x 6m, c10m apart, set into shingle
and storm beach. Visible on 1946 RAF and modern RCAHMS
air photographs and recorded during the walkover survey.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Alan Tulloch and Linda Johnston

Kirkwall and St Ola
Meil Bay
Desk-based assessment
Paul Sharman – ORCA
HY 4840 1230 (centred on) A desk-based assessment was
conducted in April 2010 for the onshore and offshore aspects
of proposed alterations to the salmon farm at Meil Bay. No
sites or deposits were identified offshore. A total of four sites
(three previously known) were identified onshore. The new
site at HY 4795 1160 is a possible sub-circular feature in
rough ground c50m S of Holland Chapel, which is visible on
an aerial photograph taken in 1963 held in the Orkney SMR
(OS.63.45, fr 56).
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Xodus AURORA on behalf of Mainstream Scotland Ltd

Orphir
Cava
Desk-based assessment
Paul Sharman – ORCA
ND 3320 9890 A desk-based assessment was conducted in
April 2010 for the onshore and offshore aspects of a proposed
salmon farm c270m SE off the island of Cava. A total of 46
known sites were identified within 1km of the location but
none will be affected by the farm.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Xodus AURORA on behalf of Mainstream Scotland Ltd

Naversdale
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 3503 0925 Students from Orkney College, under the
supervision of staff from ORCA Geophysics, undertook
three days of geophysical surveys at Naversdale in August–
September 2010. The work consisted of a 1.2ha gradiometer
survey, a 1ha magnetic susceptibility survey, a 0.5ha resistance
survey, a 0.08ha of GPR survey and a line of ERT survey. The
gradiometer survey did not record anything of archaeological
interest over the site of the putative souterrain, but a strong

magnetic anomaly to the NW may indicate settlement
or similar activity. The resistance survey showed what
appeared to be a band of apparently natural high resistance
running diagonally E–W across the survey area, but nothing
suggestive of a souterrain. The GPR and ERT surveys were
inconclusive and three 0.5m cores recorded bedrock.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Orkney College, UHI

Rousay and Egilsay
Rinyo
Geophysical survey
Ingrid Mainland and James Moore – Orkney College, UHI
HY 4398 3224 Approximately 1.2ha of gradiometer survey
was undertaken on 26–27 June 2010 over the site of the
Neolithic settlement of Rinyo, as part of the second season
of the ‘Orkney – Gateway to the Atlantic Project’. The survey
covered the scheduled area and extended across the terrace
on which the site is located, in order to determine the nature
and extents of the deposits beyond those excavated in 1937–
38 and 1946 (Childe and Grant 1939; 1949).
The survey appears to have defined the extent of the
settlement, which covers an area of c2000 sqm, with
responses similar to those noted in the gradiometer surveys
around Skara Brae (HY21NW 12), suggesting further
structural remains as well as increased magnetic responses
probably resulting from Neolithic midden enhanced soils. A
number of anomalies suggestive of more modern disturbance
and drainage were noted at the periphery of the site, and
responses consistent with ploughing were visible across
much of the rest of the survey area.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Orkney College, NABO and University of Bradford

The Braes of Ha’Breck, Wyre
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 43740 25933 A resistance survey was undertaken in
March 2010 across the Neolithic settlement to investigate
the possible presence of any structural remains and to aid
in the targeting of trenches for this season’s excavation.
Several anomalies were identified in the survey, including
potential wall lines in the eastern part of the survey area
and a large area of moderately high resistance, which may
indicate features such as paved or rammed earth surfaces.
Other possible structural elements were identified in the W
of the survey area; however, a geological origin for these
cannot be ruled out.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Xodus Aurora

The Braes of Ha’Breck, Wyre
Excavation
Antonia Thomas – ORCA
HY 4375 2592 Excavation continued at the plough-damaged
Early Neolithic settlement of stone and timber houses from
31 August–23 September 2010. Extensions to Trench A and
further investigation of House 3 (discovered in 2008) revealed
a NNW–SSE oriented rectangular stone built structure with
rounded internal corners. The inner wall face is cut into the
natural glacial till. Although this building has been robbed
out, 2–3 courses survive in places. House 3 measures c8 x 4m
internally with central orthostatic divisions projecting from
a slight pinch in the side walls, dividing the house into two
unequal parts. The N is c4.4m long and the S part c3.6m
long. A slightly off-centre 1m2 hearth occupies the S part of
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House 3 and 5, Trench A, The Braes of Ha’Breck

the building. In the centre of the N part of the structure was
an axial posthole that had been reworked at least three times,
its last phase an elaborate square stone-lined box, containing
a rounded post-pipe measuring 210 x 200mm NNW–SSE.
A further large and extensively reworked posthole lies
immediately to the SW and cuts through c200mm of ashy
floor deposits. A series of small pits was revealed in the N
end of the building. The stone threshold for this building
(discovered last year) relates to the main NE-facing entrance
which is built into 1.4m wide stone walls at the S end of the
building. The S wall of the house is narrower than the others
at 750mm and contains a 1m wide opening to the S.
Trench A was extended to the S to expose this further
room or building. This revealed a sub-rectangular structure,
House 5, which is appended to the S of House 3. House 5
is oriented NNW–SSE and measures 4.8 x 3.2m internally.
Although the western side wall has been largely robbed out,
the eastern side wall has two courses surviving and is 1m
wide. The external entrance into House 5 is in this eastern
wall and faces NE. The southern wall of this building is only
0.5m wide and has rounded internal corners on both sides;
a central opening measuring 0.6m wide appears to open
into a further room or structure beyond the southern limit
of excavation. A rectangular stone-lined hearth on the same
axis and measuring 1.2 x 0.8m occupies the central area. A
stone polissoir, a polished stone axe, stone tools, flint and
round-bottomed pottery were recovered from this structure.
Although House 5 is stratigraphically later than House 3,
there appears to have been a period when both buildings
were occupied. The stone-capped drain which runs along
the E side of House 3 also appears to have been re-cut at a
time contemporary with the construction of House 5. Several
postholes were excavated outside of House 3 and their
position under the robbed-out wall line provides evidence
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of an earlier structure pre-dating, but on the same footprint,
as House 3. This possibly mirrors the sequence of a wooden
house replaced by a stone house seen in Trench C in 2009.
Both House 3 and House 5 were robbed out in prehistory.
Excavation also continued on House 4, immediately to the
E of House 3. At least 14 postholes relating to this NNW–
SSE oriented sub-rectangular structure were excavated. The
building measures c5 x 3m internally and 5.8 x 3.8m overall.
Shallow linear cuts, interpreted as truncated beam slots, were
excavated on the WSW and NNW sides of the structure. The
postholes on the corners of House 4 were markedly larger
than others in the structure and were blocked with large
boulders. An oval scoop hearth measuring c1 x 1.2m and
oriented NNW–SSE occupied the northern central interior
of the building. The postholes in the central area form a
linear arrangement projecting into the interior, mirroring the
central orthostats which project into the internal space in the
stone buildings on the site. The house is surrounded on its
NNW and ENE sides by the remains of a shallow gully which
leads into a sub-rectangular shallow sump at the SSE end
of the building and then drains into a stone-capped gully.
The entrance was not identified. Round-bottomed pottery,
charcoal, worked pumice, stone tools and a polished stone
axe were recovered from sealed deposits associated with
House 4.
Further excavation took place in Trench B, which had
initially been opened as a 10 x 2m area in 2007. This trench
was extended to the W to expose the edge of the rammed
stone floor, which consisted of a metalled surface of discarded
stone tools and burnt stones. A large rim sherd of Unstan
Ware pottery and a flint knife were recovered from this floor.
At the W end of the trench three large intercutting pits, one of
which cuts through the rammed stone floor, were excavated.
These pits contained a small amount of flint debitage. A
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small 1 x 2m test pit, Trench D, was positioned to the N
of Trench B and revealed the same rammed stone surface,
suggesting that this floor covers c10m2. A new 2 x 5m trench,
Trench E was opened over an anomaly identified in the 2006
magnetometry survey. This revealed the edge of a substantial
rock-cut feature, possibly a small domestic quarry, with a near
vertical edge. Several layers of ashy midden were dumped
against the rock face but the excavation of this feature was
halted at 1.2m due to safety concerns. The midden deposits
contained a large number of flaked stone tools, flint waste
and flat-bottomed Grooved Ware pottery with incised and
applied decoration.
Archive: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, ORCA, Orkney College, the Flaws
family, Orkney Archaeology Society and Andrew Appleby

The Mound of Brough, the Ditch NE of Midhowe and the
Knowe of Swandro
Evaluation and excavation
SJ Dockrill, JM Bond, J Downes and IL Mainland – University of
Bradford/Orkney College
HY 3727 3037 (Brough), HY 3723 3036 (Ditch), HY 3753
2966 (Swandro) A team from the University of Bradford,
Orkney College (UHI) and City University New York cleaned,
recorded and sampled three sites from 23 June–14 July 2010
as part of the ‘Orkney – Gateway to the Atlantic Project’. The
project aims to investigate and record coastal sites in Rousay,
Egilsay and Wyre which are threatened by rising sea levels
and coastal erosion.
The Mound of Brough The man-made mound at ‘Brough’,
also known as South Howe, on the SW shore of Rousay
contains an eroding Iron Age broch and houses. These
structures seem to be overlain by Late Norse buildings which
in turn are overlain by 19th-century middens. This broch is
only a few hundred metres away from the Broch of Midhowe
(HY33SE 2).
Coastal erosion has exposed the remains of a settlement
mound that is surmounted by the ruins of the farm of Brough.
The active area of erosion extends for at least c70m along
the low cliff face. In the centre of the eroding area are the
remains of walling which appears to be the outer wall and
entrance passage of a broch. This wall survives to a height of
2.5m and varies in width from 4.2m at its base to just under
3m at its highest point. Erosion to the W of this structure
appears to be recent, with a cove-like zone extending 2m
inland. This zone contained orthostats and flagging. A second
zone of active erosion appears c20m to the E. Examination
of this area revealed a number of walls; their construction
strongly suggests that these remains represent a later phase

Cleaning the erosion face of the South Howe mound

of settlement, probably dating to the later medieval or early
post-medieval period.
The aim of the 2010 season at South Howe was the
characterisation and examination of the potential of the
surviving archaeology by tapestry excavation of the cliff
exposure. The large expanse of exposed wall core that forms
the apex of the visible mound was not cleaned and was left
in situ in order to maintain the stability of the wall. Turf and
slippage was removed to reveal the outer wall face and the
exposed wall core. To the E of this truncated wall a wall face
ran N; this wall face turned at 90° into a second wall that
appeared to run W into the mound and form the inner wall of
a broch-like roundhouse. The N-oriented face is interpreted
as the W side of an entrance passage. The in situ remains of
a broken lintel stub projected from this wall.
Midden containing 19th-century pottery, probably
originating from the farm of Brough at the summit of the
mound, appeared to seal the interior of the broch. The broch
seems to have suffered from one or more severe erosion
events and this material may represent re-deposition from
in situ deposits at the top of the mound. This area was not
excavated and requires further investigation to resolve the
depositional sequence.
The elevations of the eroding cliff sections were
photographically recorded, with geo-referenced markers
placed in each frame. This season formed Stage 1 of several
years projected work on these exposed remains.
The Ditch NE of Midhowe A fluxgate gradiometry survey
of the area NE of the guardianship boundary of the Midhowe
Broch by staff and students of Orkney College demonstrated
a clear magnetic anomaly running NE for c50m and then
turning in a S–SSE direction. The strength of the anomaly
was high, although the data suggested that this was a ditchlike feature of anthropogenic origin. An assessment trench,
9.55 x 2.8m, was machine-cut across the anomaly. When
excavated, the ditch contained little in the way of cultural
evidence, with no artefacts to suggest an infill date. Further
geophysical survey after the excavation indicated that the
ditch did not continue, but turned to form a small enclosure.
The infill sequence suggests material being deposited from
the NW. The uniform nature of the stone in the greater
part of the ditch corresponds to the type seen in prehistoric
clearance cairns. One possibility is that this ditch represents a
field division associated with the broch, possibly designed to
contain cattle. The presence of deeper arable soils recorded
to the NW might add weight to this interpretation.
The Knowe of Swandro This site which consists of a
mound with stone inclusions and is located behind a beach
on the Bay of Swandro, close to the Norse house site known
as Westness (HY32NE 17), is also thought to be Iron Age in
date. Visual examination prior to this season’s excavations
suggested that the mound is subject to coastal erosion.
The objectives for the 2010 season’s work were to locate
a reported earlier excavation trench and to characterise
the mound, which has been variously described as a
broch, a ‘mutilated turf-covered mound’ (OS 1967) and a
‘stony mound’ (RCAHMS 1946). The planned investigation
extended onto the beach rather than along the coastline as
it became obvious that the site extended under the storm
beach towards the tide line.
A small trench, 2.5 x 8m, was opened across the SE end
of the curving bank and hollow on the top of the mound.
The hollow centre of the mound, which had appeared to be
the result of earlier investigations, seems not to have been
disturbed; there was a fine and even layer of shillet sealing
this area which appeared to be a weathering deposit. A
tumble of rocks sealed the shillet and butted a stone feature
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Excavating the prehistoric structure on the beach at Swandro

which appeared to be structural and may be a partially
destroyed length of wall. Two other small stone features may
also be fragments of walling but this cannot be determined
without more extensive excavation. There was an area of
paving composed of large, flat worn stones in the E of the
trench. This was sealed by a small patch of limpet midden in
the NE corner. The very top of an orthostat was visible in the
SE corner of the trench.
The area was cleaned, planned and photographed and the
contexts recorded. A number of conclusions can be drawn on
the basis of the evidence from this season’s work. There are a
number of phases to this part of the mound and the presence
of worn paving at the very top of the sequence, sealing or
butting an earlier wall, suggests that the site is composed of
more than a single structure. The presence of the undisturbed
shillet suggests that wherever the earlier investigations were
located, the hollow area is not the result of this but rather
represents a weathering layer over undisturbed contexts.
The tops of a series of orthostats had been noted among
the boulders and shingle of the storm beach and appeared to
be a previously unrecognised part of the site. Investigation of
these features completely changed the interpretation of the
mound. An area, c5 x 6m, stretching from the erosion bank at
the top of the beach down towards the sea was cleared. The
orthostats, which had appeared level with the boulders and
shingle, survived to a height of at least 0.5m and appeared
to form the backs and sides of three cells of a curving dry
stone structure, whose projected centre was somewhere
below the current high tide mark. The largest cell, to the
E of the feature, contained several phases of paving and
also had paving in front of a long dressed kerb stone which
formed the front of the cell. The two smaller cells to the W
also retained areas of paving and patches of ash rich midden
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survived between and on top of the stones. This midden
produced well preserved bone and pottery which on initial
examination appears to be of Late Bronze Age or Early Iron
Age date. The structure appears to continue towards the high
tide mark and lies well within the area of the spring tides and
of storm events. The back of the structure was sealed by more
midden of a later date, which appeared to be earlier than
the features investigated at the top of the mound, although
this cannot be confirmed without further investigation. Bulk
samples were taken from the midden contexts within the
structure. The charred plant remains and animal bones will
provide palaeoeconomic information and radiocarbon dates.
The excavated beach area was consolidated with geotextile,
sandbags and boulders, whilst the area at the top of the
mound was backfilled and returfed.
Archive and reports: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS (intended) Digital
record: ADS (intended)
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, University of Bradford, Orkney
College and City University of New York

Westness, Rousay
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 371 305 Students from Orkney College, under the
supervision of staff from ORCA Geophysics and the Orkney
College Department of Archaeology, undertook a geophysical
survey at Westness in June 2010. The work consisted of a
c1.4ha gradiometer and electromagnetic survey and a 40 x
20m GPR survey.
The gradiometer results were dominated by an L-shaped
ditch, which ran roughly E–W from the direction of the
broch for c75m before curving sharply SSE–NNW for c40m.
This feature was also recorded in the magnetic susceptibility
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survey. Immediately to the N of the ditch was an area of
enhanced magnetism, which may reflect the presence of
enhanced soils, such as midden material in the vicinity of
the broch settlement. A N–S orientated positive anomaly,
running perpendicular to and perhaps cut by the ditch, was
extremely magnetic and may form the edge of the enhanced
soils to the E of the broch. A Z-shaped negative anomaly,
which may indicate the presence of a wall, was recorded
in the N of the survey area. A positive linear feature was
recorded running SSE–NNW to the E of the L-shaped ditch.
This feature may represent a geological feature, but an
archaeological interpretation cannot be ruled out. A curving
anomaly, perhaps representing a ditched feature, in the SE of
the survey area, seems to be anchored onto the S end of the
linear anomaly and may represent part of a field boundary.
Adjacent to this, other seemingly conjoined curving and
linear anomalies may represent further elements of a field
system.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: University of Bradford

Sandwick
Birsay-Skaill Landscape Archaeology Project
Survey and excavation
David Griffiths and Jane Harrison – University of Oxford
HY 2365 1962 This project focuses on building landscape
context for erosive coastal areas with significant windblown
sand. A previous survey in 2003 and further survey and
excavations in 2004–8 concentrated on the N bay environs.
Gradiometry showed a dense concentration of magnetic
anomalies in the ‘Castle of Snusgar’ and neighbouring
mounds. The concentration of multi-period ‘mound’ sites
around the N of the Bay of Skaill can now be expanded

from one to at least five foci (excluding Broch of Verron,
HY21NW 22).
Work from 24 July–30 August 2010 focused on an area
initially opened as a test trench in 2005 on the mound
100m to the East of ‘Castle of Snusgar’, which had revealed
Viking and Norse period middens stratified over a well
preserved stone building with in situ orthostatic internal
divisions or ‘furniture’. Excavation continued in 2006–8 and
was extended in 2010. A coherent complex of stone walls
has now been revealed standing up to 1m high with clearly
defined internal and external areas, stone flagged floors,
yards and entrances. External to the buildings exposed in
2005–8 (now viewed as outbuildings) was a square ‘yard’
area which was heavily burnt and contained very large
quantities of metalworking waste, ferrous and non-ferrous
slag. This was fully excavated in 2010, revealing a series of
four well preserved bowl hearths separated by laminated clay
floors, and producing large amounts of ferrous and some
non-ferrous metalworking residues. These are now being
assessed at NMS. Radiocarbon dates taken in 2008 indicate
that the upper fills of the metalworking features contain
charred material from around AD 1000. Outside and to the SE
of the frequently rebuilt ancillary buildings were rich, deep
midden deposits. Underlying these were a drain system and
an earlier phase of stone buildings of a less rectilinear, more
curvilinear plan, perhaps dating to the early- or even the preViking period.
In 2008 the central section of a much larger longhouse,
with walls standing over a metre, was exposed immediately
to the N of the buildings excavated in 2005–7. Connected to
them by a staircase and flagged yard. In 2008 the longhouse
was seen as a stone flagged entrance area, a drain and central
walkway to the E, and box benches and hearth deposits to
the W. Strong evidence for spatial zoning in the character

Bay of Skaill, Orkney, longhouse building, aerial image from N © University of Oxford
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of deposits and a stub wall indicated the division between
animal and domestic occupation. Finds and a coherent group
of radiocarbon dates (SUERC, 2008, 2009) provided a Viking/
Late Norse date between AD c1000–1200.
The longhouse building was almost fully exposed in 2010
(with only a small section in the W end remaining unexcavated
between two trenches). Both ends of the building were
identified, confirming it at 23.6m long, with intact stone side
benches, laminated floors and hearths, sunken stone-lined
box-pits, and symmetrically sited postholes. The building was
constructed in at least three phases; beginning with a simple
bow-sided longhouse, later extended E to create the byre/
working area (when the stub wall was probably built), and
W, with a substantial rectilinear longhouse style extension to
the living area. The western extension was constructed with
wider side-benches and cooking hearths in a central kerbed
zone. The internal entrance passage between the dwelling
area and byre was well preserved with the door socket in
situ. All finds and samples were 3-D plotted and stratigraphic
analysis, phasing and further radiocarbon dating are under
way. Animal bone preservation was good and environmental
samples are being assessed. Finds are currently undergoing
conservation.
Archive: Currently with University of Oxford. Reports: HS, Orkney
Museum and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland, University of Oxford and Orkney Islands
Council

Bookan Farm
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 2846 1478 A geophysical survey was undertaken in
March 2010 of a c2.7ha field to the N of Bookan Farm, as part
of the large scale geophysical survey of the World Heritage
Area. A gradiometer survey was conducted across the entire
field with targeted resistance survey undertaken over 0.36ha.
The gradiometer survey results were dominated by two main
concentrations of anomalies in the N and S of the area, with
a significantly quieter area situated between.
A substantial circular ditch-type feature was recorded in the
S of the area, at the location of a cropmark discovered during
an aerial survey by the RCAHMS in 2009. The interior of the
feature returned a strong magnetic signal and the strength
of this enhancement suggested that this was probably a
settlement site. The ditch was c60m in diameter and clearly
defined, except in the W and SW, where it appears to have
been truncated by rig and furrow cultivation. A cluster of
strong amorphous anomalies were visible immediately SE
of the possible settlement. These anomalies may represent
further settlement activity. The strong response recorded
from the rig and furrow may be due to the enhancement
of the soils through intensive anthropogenic activity around
these settlements.
In the centre of the survey area the magnetic background
was generally quieter and the response from the rig and furrow
markedly weaker. An area of higher magnetic enhancement
and a number of discrete anomalies were recorded in the N
of the survey area. A circular anomaly, c15m diameter, was
identified on the W edge of the survey area. The scale and
circular form of this feature suggest that it may be a building,
possibly a later prehistoric roundhouse. A strong D-shaped
anomaly probably indicates the location of a former quarry.
A curving linear anomaly in the NW of the survey area
may indicate the presence of a ditched feature, perhaps a
settlement boundary. A further series of clear highly magnetic
amorphous anomalies were recorded in the N of the survey
area. Their strong magnetic response was similar to that of
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the anomalies to the SE of the probable circular settlement
in the S of the survey area and may indicate the presence of
prehistoric settlement activity.
The targeted resistance survey recorded a circular band
of high resistance c50m in diameter. An apparent break
recorded in the SW arc of the high resistance band may
represent an entranceway or reflect truncation by the later rig
and furrow. The presence of some areas of higher resistance
across the anomaly may reflect areas of concentrated stone
or areas where remains are closer to the surface. Surrounding
the high resistance and concentric to it was a very faint halo
of lower resistance, c60m diameter, which could represent a
ditch, corresponding to the circular settlement ditch recorded
in the gradiometer data. The centre of the resistance data
was marked by a square area of high resistance that may
represent a structure or an area of rubble infill. Similar higher
resistance anomalies in the SW of the resistance survey area
may represent further structural remains or areas of rubble.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Historic Scotland

Brough of Bigging
Geophysical survey
James Moore – Orkney College, UHI
HY 2194 1574 Approximately 1ha of gradiometer survey
was undertaken 9–12 October 2010 over the interior of the
promontory fort as part of ongoing PhD research into the later
prehistoric landscape of Orkney. Both of the ramparts were
visible in the data as discrete linear groupings of enhanced
anomalies. Several small clusters of magnetically enhanced
anomalies were also visible in areas that correspond to
the visible orthostats and eroding burnt material on the
coastward side of the promontory. The rest of the interior of
the fort was magnetically quiet, although an igneous dyke
runs E–W through the centre of the area.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS

South Ronaldsay
Bu Sands, Burray
Survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
ND 483 978 A gradiometer and walkover survey was
undertaken in May 2010 prior to sand extraction. The survey
identified two main areas of interesting positive magnetic
responses in the NE of the area. The identification of a midden
and structural remains in this area during the walkover survey
suggested that the anomalies represent buried archaeological
remains. The enhanced magnetic response of the anomalies
suggests they are probably indicative of settlement activity.
The survey also identified a group of positive magnetic
anomalies in the W of the area. Although these features may
represent archaeological structures or deposits, the high level
of ferrous material in this area and the amorphous character
of the anomalies prevented a definitive interpretation.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: E and W Dass

South Ronaldsay, Orkney
Palaeoenvironmental survey
M Jane Bunting and Michelle Farrell – University of Hull
ND 46 83 In association with the South Ronaldsay
Landscape Project an assessment of possible sites for
palaeoenvironmental research at the S end of the island of
South Ronaldsay was carried out in September 2009 and July
2010. A dated pollen and stratigraphic record from Blows
Moss (ND 453 589) covers the period c8000–2500 BP (Farrell
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2009; DES 2008, 134) and records landscape changes from
extensive woodland cover to agriculturally managed open
vegetation during that period, but otherwise records from
the area are lacking. A c3.5m sediment core was recovered
from Burwick Loch (ND 442 824) in June 2006, and stored
for future analysis.
In September 2009 attention focused on the former course
of the Liddle Burn, which ran from cND 469 844 just S of
Isbister chambered cairn to the Liddle burnt mound, and
then W along the route of the modern drain into Liddle Loch.
Over 0.5m of intercalated peats and mineral-rich organic soils
were recorded at one point along the first part of the former
stream course, perhaps reflecting alternation of colluviation
and relative slope stability. Little organic sediment remains
in the vicinity of the excavated burnt mound site (Bartlett
1983). Between the burnt mound site and the junction of
the drain with Liddle Loch, possible palaeochannel features
were noted and drain-clearing in the area exposed peat with
macrofossils including sections of birch timber 150–200mm
in diameter. Examination of the deepest parts of the drain
exposure found that mineral rich soil overlay at least 0.5m
of dark organic material which included some Nymphaceae
seeds, suggesting a shallow open water origin. Further coring
is planned in the field N of this drain to define the extent of
this former lochan and collect a section for analysis.
In July 2010, in association with the exploratory excavations
at Old Head, detailed examination of the sediments in the
shallow depression running behind Old Head from Hams
Geo (ND 466 838) to Banks (ND 458 834) was carried out. A
total of 15 coring points were recorded across three distinct
basins; all have been subjected to drainage works and
probable surface cutting for peat extraction at some point
in the past. A small basin at the foot of the slope N of the
excavations on Old Head (cND 468 835) contained up to 0.4m
of sediment with peat and mineral-rich banding. Sounds
Loch (centred on ND 466 835) contained up to 1.4m of
sediment, with a wet rooty ‘modern’ peat overlying compact,
rooty peat which in turn overlay a shallow dark olive gyttja
overlying gravelly clay. This is interpreted as indicating that
later Holocene peat layers were removed for fuel, and what

remains is the sediment formed during the early stages of
wetland development. A Russian core from the area with the
deepest organic sections was collected and stored for future
analysis. The well defined basin E of Banks (ND 461 834)
is bisected by a substantial drain, and produced a similar
sequence of sediments to Sounds Loch, with depths of up to
1.6m recorded, and samples were collected and stored.
Bartlett, D (1983) Analysis of pollen from neighbouring
locations. In Isbister: a chambered tomb in Orkney (ed by JW
Hedges), pp.177–183. BAR British Series 115.
Farrell, M (2009) PhD thesis
Archive: Orkney SMR and Wetland Archaeology and Environments
Research Centre
Funder: University of Hull

South Ronaldsay Excavation Project
Excavation, palaeoenvironmental, fieldwalking and geophysical survey
Malcolm Lillie, Nigel Page, John Hedges, Barry Constantine,
Jane Bunting and Michelle Farrell – Wetland Archaeology and
Environments Research Centre (WAERC) and University of Hull
ND 4690 8350 Old Head Staff and students from the University
of Hull undertook a two week evaluation of features
identified by John W Hedges and Barry Constantine at Old
Head. Initial walkover survey had indicated the presence of
terracing, potential field boundaries and a number of possible
structures. The excavations were undertaken 5–23 July 2010.
The excavations at this location comprised small-scale
evaluations along the line of the assumed E–W field boundary
at three locations. Trench 1 was positioned to investigate a
possible structure at its eastern end; Trench 2 was positioned
c40m to the W of Trench 1, at a point where a possible N–S
field boundary joined the main E–W line; and Trench 3
was located c5m further W still, in order to assess whether
the main field boundary continued past the junction being
investigated at Trench 2. Each evaluation trench was initially
excavated in a 2 x 2m area, with extensions being added as
deemed necessary.
At Trench 1 the excavations were extended to a 5 x 5m area
due to the limited detail in evidence, and in order to facilitate
a more realistic evaluation of the structure. We appear to

South Ronaldsay excavation project: Structure 1 looking NW towards the entrance
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have an oval structure with a N–NW entrance, and possibly
more than one chamber/room in Trench 1. The E–W field
boundary joins this structure on the W side. In Trench 2 the
field boundary line was established, and some suggestion of
a N–S line abutting this boundary was uncovered. Further
W, in Trench 3, there is some suggestion of a continuation
of the E–W boundary, and possibly additional structural
material, but the precise nature of this material requires
further evaluation.
The second stage of evaluation focused on Structure 2
which is located c20m to the SE of Trench 1 (Structure 1).
This feature is represented on the ground by a large c5 x 7m
(minimum) spread of flat slabs. To the SW of this feature
a number of courses of stones were identified during deturfing, and a small trench taken from the S edge up onto
the adjacent slope revealed what appeared to be revetment
or walling designed to level/stabilise the slope to the rear of
this possible structure.
No datable or diagnostic finds were recovered during the
evaluations at Old Head. A soil auger was used to investigate
soil characteristics over the site and 56 profiles were recorded.
On the flatter land where the trenches were located, soils
were generally thin and overlay solid sandstone. In places,
mostly within the inferred field boundary, the soil was
noticeably darker showing apparent organic enrichment
with fragmented sandstone at the base; the fragments often
had dark organic staining on the outside. This is tentatively
interpreted as reflecting past fertilisation and mechanical
working of the soil, leading to breaking up of the surface
layer of the friable bedrock. Deeper soils had developed
on the steeper slope immediately N of the excavation area,
probably reflecting natural slope processes, and the low-lying
area N of the slope supported Empetrum heathland soil with
marked hagging.
ND 447 834 Brough Ness A preliminary magnetometry
survey on Brough Ness failed to produce any indication of
structures/features in the vicinity of three earthwork features
in this area.
Report: Orkney HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Malcolm Lillie, WAERC and the Department of Geography,
University of Hull.

The Cairns, Windwick Bay
Excavation
Martin Carruthers – Orkney College, UHI
ND 4542 8688 Excavation work continued 16 June–11 July
2010 as part of ongoing research on the Orcadian Iron Age.
The principal aims were to understand and further reveal a
massive Atlantic roundhouse or broch-like building (Structure
A) that makes up a large part of the mound and to continue
to investigate the later Iron Age settlement (Structural areas
B, C, D and E) that surmounts and intrudes into the building
fabric of Structure A. The main focus of work was an open
area trench of c25 x 25m and Structures C and E.
Structure A, a monumental thick-walled roundhouse 22m
in diameter, was further defined in an extensive band of work
across the SE portion of the building. Approximately a third of
the rubble fill in the S and E sides of the interior of Structure
A was excavated. This facilitated the concurrent excavation
of the SE-facing entrance of the building. During 2008 and
2009, the upper deposits in the entrance had been found
to constitute modern infill, and an episode of antiquarian
excavation was confirmed. This season, the excavation of the
entrance area revealed a finely built passage surviving to a
height of c1.5m and 1.3m wide with no ‘guard-cell’ present.
The excavation of several tons of rubble from the SE portion
of the interior of Structure A revealed a series of orthostatic
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stone fixtures, some of which were radial to the inner wallface while others defined irregular-shaped spaces towards
the centre of the internal space. There were some indications
of later modification of the fixtures, indicative of at least
some complexity in phasing. This chronological complexity
was further supported by the presence of stone-built features
located just within the entrance that would have blocked
routine ease-of-access and therefore may well relate to later
use of the building. The revealed wall-faces showed signs of
several discrete areas of scorching and areas of adjacent ash
and charcoal spreads, again indicative of interesting events
late in the life of the building that will be further explored
next season.

View inside souterrain passage, Structure F, The Cairns, Windwick Bay

Excavation at the outer end of the Structure A entrance
revealed a finely built and still roofed stone-lined souterrain
passage (Structure F) that had clearly been built after the
main period of use of Structure A. This c3m long curving
souterrain passage connects up with the outer end of the
Atlantic roundhouse entrance passage, reusing it as the
chamber for a souterrain. This remarkable reuse explains
why the inner end of the Structure A entrance passage had
been blocked off by a substantial wall during the episode
of infilling and abandonment of the interior of Structure
A. Effectively, this wall had formed the back (inner) wall
of the souterrain chamber. The souterrain passage was
equipped with a pair of small door-checks just in front of the
area where it converged with the former entrance passage,
apparently confirming that this was a passage intended as
a crawl space for humans, rather than a substantial drain.
A small portion of the fill of the Structure F passage was
excavated and a whale tooth pommel, possibly from a sword
handle, was found.
On the eastern side of the wall-head of Structure A, an
intramural cell of tear-drop shape in plan, was uncovered
partly overlain by the Late Iron Age Structure C building,
and opening off of the inner wall-face of the Atlantic
roundhouse. Within Structure A this takes the total of such
cells to three. Taken together with the intramural staircase,
that was uncovered in the previous season these features
indicate the architectural complexity of Structure A. This
adds weight to the probability of it being part of the complex
Atlantic Roundhouse tradition, rather than the simpler form
of Orcadian substantial roundhouse.
Work also continued on the later post-Atlantic roundhouse
suite of buildings and activity areas. Work was primarily
carried out in Structures C, ‘the workshop’ area, and E,
another later Iron Age cellular, probably domestic, building.
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Structure C, a fairly large sub-oval building, had previously
been found to have been constructed into the ruins of the
Atlantic roundhouse on its NE side. Its identification as a
workshop was further strengthened as it yielded several
heat-affected surfaces and features probably relating to
metalworking, as well as a fairly substantial assemblage
of items relating to metalwork production. These included
whetstones, mould fragments, copper alloy fragments and
large copper alloy sheeting. Of particular note was the
excavation of a substantial fragment of a small copper alloy
vessel, which, on typological grounds, has the appearance
of a plain hemispherical hanging-bowl from a set of balance
scales. To the author’s knowledge there are no other Late Iron
Age examples of such a device and it may in fact represent
a Scandinavian example. This, taken together with the
unusual incidence of organically tempered pottery (though
itself not unknown in Pictish assemblages) and steatite
vessel fragments from this building, may indicate a period of
early cultural interface between ‘Pictish’ and Scandinavian
groups focused around this particular structure. Provisional
archaeomagnetic dates for certain heat-affected features
late in the Structure C sequence indicate last heating of not
later than about AD 600 and therefore any such cultural
interaction is indeed of a precociously early date. Other
elements explored in this building included a well preserved
corn-dryer structure and the unusual survival of what may
have been either a peat stack for fuel or a turf wall.
Work also continued in Structure E, a multi-cellular
structure on the southern side of the main trench, which
had again been constructed by building into the remains
of the wall fabric of the ruinous Structure A roundhouse.
Excavation of a centrally-placed and finely built rectangular
hearth afforded the opportunity to subject the hearth deposits
to archaeomagnetic dating, which supported the Late Iron

Age attribution for this building, returning a provisional date
for the last time of heating of between AD 645 and AD 795.
The building also yielded small finds of polished pebbles as
possible gaming counters, and a fine copper alloy sewing
needle.
Finally, in the previous season a magnetometer survey had
indicated a separate geophysical anomaly lying to the NE
of the main Iron Age settlement. This c30m diameter subcircular feature was sampled by trial trenching. Two small
trenches revealed a yellow clay surface or possible cap,
one of which contained two spreads of pottery of probable
Neolithic date.
Archive: Orkney Museums Service and Orkney SMR (intended)
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership,
University of Glasgow and University of Aberdeen.

Stenness
Ness of Brodgar
Excavation
Nick Card – ORCA and Orkney College
HY 303 129 Further investigation of the large Late Neolithic
complex on the Ness of Brodgar was undertaken 19 July–27
August 2010 in order to characterise more of the structures
and activity on the site.
The main trench (P) was extended to explore another
large geophysical anomaly. Although initially considered to
be the possible S end of Structure 8 this anomaly proved
to be a separate building, Structure 12. At over 16m long
by 10m wide Structure 12 exhibited strong similarities with
Structures 1 and 8, with superlative stonework and internal
space created by opposed, slightly tapered, internal piers.
The upper courses of the E wall had been severely robbed
out with robbing debris roughly defining the position of wall

Central chamber of Structure 10, Ness of Brodgar
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lines. A series of external wall lines at its N end represent a
sequence of alterations around an entrance. As with most
of the site this structure was infilled by a series of massive
dumps of midden enhanced soils containing cultural material.
Only the upper levels of this infill have so far been removed.
The structural sequence of Structure 8 was refined with
the removal of more collapse and infill. Although the
upper courses of stonework appeared well preserved as
the excavation progressed it became apparent that this
structure had suffered from major subsidence, with wall
lines and a section of the central floor area slumping into
earlier structures under Structure 8. The curving wall at
its N end that was considered a later insertion (as with the
large curving wall inserted across Structure 1) now seems
to represent an earlier oval structure that has been partially
incorporated into Structure 8. Through this curving wall an
entrance to Structure 8 was revealed. The southern extent
of Structure 8 has yet to be fully ascertained. Floor deposits
were reached (but unexcavated) in two of the side recesses
of Structure 8. Sitting on these deposits were several unusual
items; a macehead, a polished stone axe, a whale tooth, a
whale bone macehead, a polished shale object and several
large polished stone cobbles. A horizon of thin stone slabs
was encountered just above these deposits. Although mostly
broken these slabs had all been carefully trimmed into
rectangular shapes to form slates, similar to those on flagged
roofs that can be seen in Orkney today. The initial discovery
of in situ ‘painted’ stones was also made in Structure 8.
Bands of reds, yellows and browns on the upper edge of one
orthostat was followed by a chevron design on a wall face in
one of the recesses, and the discovery of further painted slabs
in the entrances to both Structures 1 and 8.
Work on Structure 10 concentrated on further defining the
central chamber with the removal of a sequence of midden and
collapse infill. Although as discovered last year much of the
walling of Structure 10 had been systematically robbed, wall
lines at lower levels often survived. The roughly cruciform
shape envisaged last year was shown to be augmented by
side chambers in the NW and SE corners. Excavation around
the Skara Brae style ‘dresser’ revealed it as freestanding and
not built into the back wall, with a narrow space or passage
behind it. More of its stonework was revealed and a large,
extensively dressed, prone slab on its right hand side was
interpreted as the collapsed pillar that would have supported
its slab shelf on this side. At the chamber’s centre a large,
partially robbed square (c1.4m across) stone hearth was
revealed with an upturned cattle skull sitting adjacent to it.
Sealing and central to the hearth was a large multi-cupped
stone, one of several recovered from Structure 10 this season.
Of most note was a multi cupped stone located on the N side
of the presumed E-facing entrance to the central chamber.

In the forecourt area of Structure 10 pseudo paving was
removed to reveal a stone-lined drain and walls of potentially
earlier structures. In the small part of the socket of the
holed standing stone (discovered last year) available for
investigation, a slab with two parallel lines of small pecked
cups had been used for packing. On the exterior of Structure
10 the removal of two of the slabs that make up the paved
passage/walkway that surrounds Structure 10 revealed a
small stone-lined drain that it is presumed extends around
the entire building. The extensive bone layer that formed the
uppermost fill of the encompassing passageway was further
excavated and analysed by Dr Ingrid Mainland. As indicated
by a preliminary assessment of the bone recovered in 2009
this layer is predominantly (over 85%) cattle tibia.
The floor and occupation deposits in the late sub-oval
Structure 7 were further examined. These consisted of a
series ashy spreads and dumps from a central square stone
hearth. Excavation between Structures 1 and 7 revealed that
Structure 7 was based at least in part on an earlier structure.
Structure 11, adjacent to Structures 1 and 7, was also
examined. This irregularly shaped and roughly built structure,
like Structure 7, is late in the sequence and constructed in
the deep midden enhanced soils used to seal the earlier
phases of the site. The walls were constructed of both dry
stone masonry and upright slabs one of which had a c150mm
circular hole in its upper edge extending into the wall core.
In Structure 1 the internal phasing and alterations were
further refined. The N half of the structure (that was
abandoned when the building was reduced in size by the
insertion of a large curving wall across its interior), was
excavated down to deposits associated with its primary use.
Within these deposits slabs similar to the trimmed ‘slates’
of Structure 8 were recovered. In the internal area of the
main secondary phase of Structure 1 the tertiary sub-oval
structure revealed last year was further investigated and
partially removed. There were no immediate indications of
the function of this later insertion. Below this were levelling
layers and hints of hearth slabs. A third entrance to Structure
1 was revealed on its E side. This entrance leads into a passage
between Structure 1 and the earlier phase of Structure 7.
Trench R where the ‘Lesser Wall of Brodgar’ was discovered
in 2009 was reopened in order to investigate its construction
levels. Further deposits of rubble and ashy middens were
removed from the external side of the wall to reveal, at c1.5m,
the top of a series of flagged surfaces butting up against and
parallel to the wall. Beneath the flagging the bottom of the
wall was recorded at a depth of 1.7m. However, unlike the
‘Great Wall’ that was built on the natural boulder clay the
‘Lesser Wall’ was built on earlier stonework.
A large assemblage of typical Late Neolithic cultural material
was also uncovered including several polished stone artefacts,
another blade of pitchstone, and incised and applied Grooved
Ware pottery. Numerous other examples of Neolithic art were
found consisting of incised geometric designs, pecked cup
marks and surface dressing of stone faces.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Orkney College, Robert Kiln Trust,
Russell Trust, Orkney Archaeology Society, Orkney Builders and
Historic Scotland.

Cup-marked stone from entrance to Structure 10, Ness of Brodgar
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Stones of Stenness
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
HY 3066 1247 A watching brief was maintained, on 29 April
2010, during the excavation of three small holes required
for a new information display in the SE corner of the field
enclosing the Stenness stone circle and henge. There were no
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finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stromness
Billia Croo
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 2270 1022 A gradiometer survey was undertaken at Billia
Croo in February 2010 prior to development. The survey
identified several interesting positive magnetic responses.
Although modern origins for these anomalies cannot be
dismissed, the proximity of the burnt mound (HY21SW 5)
and the coherent form of some of the anomalies may suggest
that they are features of archaeological significance.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Xodus Aurora

Billia Croo
Excavation
Dan Lee – ORCA and Orkney College
HY 2270 1023 An evaluation was undertaken ahead
of proposed onshore works relating to the Oyster 2
development. The evaluation aimed to investigate a mound
identified during a walkover survey (site 23) and geophysical
anomalies located in the field to the N (anomalies 3 and 4).
Two trenches were excavated on 25 May 2010.
In Trench A, 10 x 1.6m, geophysical anomaly 3 was found
to relate to modern disturbance. However, anomaly 4 in
the S end of the trench corresponded to an irregular pit of
indeterminate date. The presence of this pit indicates that
the area does have some archaeological potential and the
monitoring of any future groundworks was recommended.
The excavation of Trench B, 3 x 1m, on the side of site 23
indicated that the mound was natural in origin.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Xodus Aurora on behalf of Aquamarine Power Ltd

Redland
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 2628 1381 A 0.32ha gradiometer survey was carried out
in July 2010 in order to better characterise and contextualise
a newly discovered souterrain or earth-house at Redland.
The survey revealed several features of archaeological
significance. The remains of a possible round structure,
which seems to be situated over or around the souterrain
was considered of particular interest.
Students from Orkney College, under the supervision
of staff from ORCA Geophysics, subsequently undertook
geophysical surveys over the souterrain and the adjacent
field during July–September 2010. The work consisted
of a 1ha gradiometer survey, with selective areas of earth
resistance, GPR and EM survey, the latter taking both
magnetic susceptibility and conductivity measurements.
Higher resolution gradiometer and resistance surveys were
also conducted across a smaller area. The gradiometer and
GPR survey results confirmed the presence of the circular
structure around the souterrain, as well as further features of
possible archaeological significance in the vicinity. While the
EM survey was reasonably successful in detecting the circular
structure in terms of magnetic susceptibility, the conductivity
survey was less conclusive. Similarly, the resistance survey
failed to produce definitive results.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Orkney College, UHI

Walls and Flotta
Fara Wind Farm
Desk-based assessment and preliminary survey
David Lynn
ND 325 960 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and a
preliminary field visit were carried out in August 2010 in
relation to the proposed development of a wind farm on the
central area of Fara. A comprehensive survey of the island
carried out in 1982 by a team from Bradford University had
identified a small number of archaeological sites, several
18th- to 19th-century crofting complexes and agricultural
features, and a large collection of WW2 structures. The
work undertaken in 2010 has identified some minor features
and provided some general observations about the island’s
historic environment.
Bradford’s survey identified two particular archaeological
sites as potentially significant. A possibly Norse farm
settlement with a traditionally associated chapel at Kirka
Taing on the E shore (ND39NW 1); and an enclosure
with potential for being a prehistoric/Early Historic
house (ND39NW 35). Both were visited and the Bradford
descriptions confirmed as still current.
The Kirka Taing is a bedrock reef extending seawards from
the low shore and is the only point on the island with a
sheltered landing and fertile hinterland. The Kirka Taing
complex is probably the most important archaeological
feature on the island and is clearly visible as a low mound in
former pasture close to the beach. It has very little exposed
stonework, but turfed mounds and linear ridges suggest
buried walling around various depressions, which may
represent buildings with rooms and cells. Small exposures
of stonework and midden extend up to 50m N and S of the
exposed features in the shoreline section and several linear
features also appear to radiate for up 100m inland. The
linear features are faint and it was not possible to determine
if they relate to prehistoric, modern drainage or wartime
activities. The features seem to contain some stonework
within turf/earth upcast. A small cairn of indeterminate
origin was noted at ND 33082 96013. It measures c3m N–S x
2m E–W x 1m high and could be one of two old OS marked
cairns that the Bradford survey failed to locate. It is in the
vicinity of a cist burial discovered in 1814 and marked on
early OS maps; however, there is no indication that the cairn
is archaeologically significant. The last surviving stone slab
elements of a previously unrecorded and severely eroded
boat naust on Kirka Taing shore were recorded just N of the
complex at ND 33146 96139.
The 18th- to 19th-century crofting settlements are mainly
situated on the E slopes of the islands central belt in an
area which has been extensively improved for crofting
cultivation. The modern sheep fencing exactly matches
the boundary depicted on the OS map of 1880. The scale
of improvement suggests both individual and collaborative
enterprise, with traces of major external and transverse
ditching still apparent. The buildings from this period have
deteriorated dramatically since the 1982 Bradford survey.
Archive research and informal discussions locally have
provided a wealth of 20th-century social history, covering
the period from the maximum recorded population of 76 in
15 settlements (1891 census) until its abandonment 74 years
later. Key elements leading to its abandonment included the
lack of any electricity or other infrastructure; for instance
there was only one private telephone and when this house
was abandoned in 1957, a phone box was installed for the
five remaining islanders with the number ‘Fara 1’. Other
factors included an ageing population, as families moved
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away and possibly the collapse of the 18th- to 19th-century
peat industry. In 1957 one of the five remaining residents
bought the island from the Melsetter estate for £600, and
after the abandonment sold it for £2300 in 1966 to a grouse
shooting group.
No trace of military use during WW1 has been found but
WW2 saw extensive development within the Scapa Flow
defences. Fara was not used for primary installations but
became a key element of the defences against aerial attack,
with a network of anti-aircraft installations and nine barrage
balloon installation sites. The area of Scapa Flow had over
80 such sites in June 1942 creating the highest density in the
UK. At its height, Fara accommodated up to 200 incomers
alongside less than 30 residents, and massive infrastructure
upgrading was carried out. This included consolidated track
and pier construction and a new water supply network from
a reservoir tank on Thomson’s Hill, with piped supplies to
every military installation. Local sources suggest that by
1944 the aerial threat had substantially diminished, so the
barrage balloons were dismantled and shipped out for reuse
in London; the largely wooden accommodation structures
were dismantled and then apparently reused in France after
the D-Day landings.

such as drainage or ploughing has taken place since the
1966 change of ownership and possibly for the 20 years
prior to 1966. If this is the case then below surface ground
conditions could have been undisturbed since the wartime
constructions, giving an unusual opportunity to identify
human impacts, particularly in the cultivated area.
Lyness, Hoy
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
ND 3135 9468 A geophysical survey was carried out across
the areas of Golden Wharf and Lyness Wharf in April–May
2010 prior to development. The work consisted of a c4ha
gradiometer survey, which aimed to identify services and
potentially unexploded ordnance and a GPR survey of a
further 1.3ha, which aimed to locate further services and
any voids.
The gradiometer survey identified a number of anomalies
thought to relate to services. Other more discrete anomalies
may be indicative of the presence of large ferrous objects,
ground disturbance or structures. A number of anomalies
were in proximity to buildings and may represent ‘ferrous
spread’ from these structures. Further ferrous noise visible
across the site reflected the material used to make up the
ground in this area, together with the subsequent uses
of the wharf and surrounding area. Some of the strong
ferrous anomalies identified could relate to the position of
ordnance. However, it is impossible to differentiate between
the response given by these and that given by other large
ferrous objects. The GPR survey showed a number of
interesting anomalies, but the data were dominated by high
amplitude responses reflecting the various materials used
and construction methods employed over different parts of
the site.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Orkney Islands Council

Railway cutting (left) and access track (right) west of Thompson’s Hill
(ND 32560 95658), looking towards Lyness and Hoy. The photograph was
taken from NE, August 2010

The other major item of wartime infrastructure was
a narrow gauge railway which connected the military
installations with the two wartime piers. Although only a 2ft
gauge with a small diesel engine, the traces are very evident
on the ground today and it seems likely that a targeted
exploration could map the complete network. A discarded
possible turntable was found during the 2010 field visit, in
undergrowth just N of Braid Point, as a round stone with
embedded iron rails and with a possible spur cutting leading
off. A ‘new’ barrage balloon anchorage at ND 32781 96302
was also discovered, which brings the number of identified
sites to 4 of the 9 known from archive accounts. The lasting
impression of the wartime remains is that with the exception
of the railway, the features are now very subtle elements of
the landscape and the long-term impact was very ephemeral.
Local sources confirm that no mechanised groundwork
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Roeberry Barrow, Cantick
Excavation
Daniel Lee – ORCA
ND 3405 8905 Excavations from 14–25 June 2010 at
Roeberry Barrow (ND38NW 5) continued investigations
into the Bronze Age funerary landscape on the peninsula.
Last season the large burial mound (c11.5m wide by 1.2m
high) was found to contain a complex of central cists set
in a sub-circular stone constructed mound. This indicated
that the mound had a considerable history of burials along
with several phases of structural refurbishment. The most
striking of these was when a square outer retaining wall
was constructed onto the earlier sub-circular retaining
wall, effectively creating a square barrow. The central cists
contained the remains of cremation burials; however, there
was also evidence for inhumation burials. All the burials
had been disturbed by antiquarian activity, but the cist
burials would appear to date to the Bronze Age. A decorated
rim sherd from a Bronze Age Food Vessel was also recovered
from the material to the rear of the later revetment wall. The
square barrow refurbishment could be Pictish following a
burial tradition found in northern Scotland.
This season’s excavations found that the earlier outer
walls consisted of two parallel dry stone built retaining walls
forming a large sub-circular structure c10m in diameter. The
glacial till had been stripped prior to construction and a
slight platform was scalped out of the clay. A thin greyish
layer of clay found directly below the walls could represent
some form of pre-cairn preparation layer. Extension of the
two trench quadrants revealed that the area around the
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Roeberry Barrow: The N quadrant under excavation showing the two parallel curvilinear retaining walls superseded by the square barrow wall, looking SW

mound consisted of glacial till overlain by slumped stony
material from the mound. A single oval pit (0.56 x 0.51 x
0.17m) c3m to the NW of the outer retaining wall cut into
the glacial till was found to be sterile apart from a single
rounded slab.
A large rectangular box cist (1.45 x 0.85 x 0.49m) in the
SW part of the upper mound was found to contain loose
backfill material from antiquarian activity. A cremation
burial found in the base was disturbed and pushed to the
corners and was overlain with otter sprait. It appears that
the cist was open and used as an otter holt before it was
disturbed and backfilled by antiquarians. It would appear
that this cist represents a Bronze Age insertion rather than a
later inhumation burial as suggested in 2009.
Excavations in the central area demonstrated that the
central cist complex of upright slabs was constructed onto
fill material. It is possible that some of these slabs formed
a cist for an inhumation burial (perhaps Pictish), but these
were not fully exposed and require more investigation.
A very large upright slab below the loose material in the
western part of the central area appeared to have been
broken, perhaps deliberately, during later refurbishment
of the mound. This orthostat sat in a large central hollow
in the stone constructed core of the mound that may have
been lined with walling or upright slabs, since removed.
Undisturbed deposits were encountered in the base of the
hollow. It is possible that the central part of the mound
may have contained burial related structures that were
dismantled during later phases of refurbishment. This may
have consisted of a large cist or a central burial chamber
perhaps dating to the Neolithic. Some human remains were
recovered from the upper hollow fill that probably derive
from a disturbed inhumation burial; however, none were
encountered in the lower central area. This could suggest that

any central burials have been removed or they could remain
undisturbed. The central area was not fully excavated. The
possibility that the mound started life as a Neolithic burial
monument that was later reused in the Bronze Age and the
early medieval period highlights considerable longevity of
use and significance of place in the funerary practices of the
communities in the Cantick area.
Archive: Currently with ORCA
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Scapa Flow Landscape
Partnership (HLF) and ORCA

Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme Wartime Trail
Research Project
Walkover survey
Gavin J Lindsay – ORCA
ND 30996 94650 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken on 9 November 2009 to identify surviving extant
wartime buildings that were part of the Lyness Naval Base.
These would form points of interest along the route of a
circular, self guided leaflet trail. The survey identified 10
previously unknown sites.
ND 3111 9487 A large military air raid shelter consisting
of two double door entrances and dog legging passageways
that end in a central rectangular cell with ceiling ventilation
shafts. The shelter was constructed of cast reinforced
concrete.
ND 3102 9483 – ND 3106 9484 Two small Anderson type
air raid shelters and the demolished remains of a third.
They were constructed of prefabricated curving reinforced
concrete sections bolted together along the central apex of
the roof and built into the northern earth bund surrounding
the WW2 Fleet Repair Base.
ND 3097 9464 A small Anderson type air raid shelter of the
same construction as those mentioned above. It is located
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between the rear wall of the pumping station (ND39SW
20.01) and the N–S aligned earth bund to the W of the pump
house.
ND 3114 9458 A concrete boat slipway originally built in
WW1, deepened and issued with a new cradle in 1941 as
part of the Boat Repair Works.
ND 3104 9438 Drifter repair slipway constructed from
reinforced concrete between the N and W piers (ND39SW
20.14 and ND39SW 17).
ND 3112 9482 A base repair workshop building, part of
the Fleet Repair Base. Large brick built shed with corrugated
asbestos roof and large wooden sliding doors in E elevation.
ND 3113 9479 A joinery shop and foundry building, part
of the Fleet Repair Base and constructed in the same way as
the repair workshop.
ND 3039 9468 A naval signals station built of rectangular
concrete, brick and corrugated asbestos and surrounded
by a concrete blast wall. It served as the telephone and
teleprinter exchange for Lyness Naval Base August 1939–
September 1944.
ND 2045 9459 A military observation site built of brick
and rendered in concrete this rectangular building is
identifiable by a small second storey tower observation post
with thin horizontal slit windows. It is attached to a timber
prefabricated hut which is in an advanced state of decay.
The observation building served as the main control centre
for the Lyness Naval Base Air Raid Precaution System.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme

Westray
Links of Noltland
Excavation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology

artefacts and animal bone. More than 12,000 small finds
were recovered including quantities of elaborately decorated
Grooved Ware pottery, including some near complete vessels
and some with an unusual spiral motif, worked bone pins,
beads and tools, flint, stone tools, pigments and decorated
and painted stones. There were also concentrations of
animal bone suggestive of butchery waste and several whole
animal burials, including that of a red deer. In total, some
150 tons of midden were excavated.
With the midden capping removed, traces of at least five
stone walled structures were revealed. Of these, Structure
9, which was partly uncovered in 2009, was completely
excavated. This building, 9m in diameter, was found to be
sub-oval in plan with a cruciform interior. Most notably,
a series of some 30 cattle skulls had been placed in the
wall foundations at the time of its construction. The other
buildings are clustered together c10m from Structure 9 and,
at least for part of their life, were bounded by a substantial
enclosure wall. The interiors of these structures were
not fully excavated and it is hoped that work in 2011 will
continue in this area. Assessment of the surrounding field
system found evidence for several field banks and lynchets
and a possible post built structure. In the wider area, part
of an eroding Bronze Age house was investigated. This was
found to have been badly damaged by rabbit burrowing,
although a large steatite vessel was preserved on the floor.
A series of truncated cremation deposits, together with
two cists, one containing infant remains and the other
containing fragments of several individuals were found
nearby; previously a series of remains from this area have
been radiocarbon dated to the mid-second millennium BC.
In tandem with the excavations, a programme of scanning
has been carried out by the Historic Scotland Laser Scanning
Team and a programme of soil mapping and sampling has
been undertaken by Laura McKenna (University of Stirling)
as part of a PhD study. A PhD study of the faunal remains is
being carried out by Sheena Fraser (University of Edinburgh).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) Report: Scheduled for publication
Funder: Historic Scotland

Grooved Ware pottery with spiral motif

HY 428 493 A rescue excavation was undertaken at Links
of Noltland during May–September 2010. The work focused
on the excavation of a Neolithic settlement and field system,
both of which are severely threatened by sand erosion. A
programme of assessment was also undertaken in the wider
hinterland and this work recovered traces of settlement
and burial remains of probable Bronze Age date. The
archaeological remains are spread across some 2ha within
an area of deflating sand dunes. The excavation saw the
removal of substantial deposits of Neolithic midden. This
material, over 1m thick in places, was extremely rich in
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Links of Noltland, Westray
Geophysical survey
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HY 428 493 A geophysical survey was undertaken June–
July 2010 across the Neolithic and Bronze Age settlements
at the Links of Noltland. The survey aimed to investigate
the extent and nature of archaeological features outside the
Historic Scotland PIC designated area. Gradiometer and
electromagnetic surveys were carried out across a 12ha area
which included the site of Queena Howe, an eroding Iron
Age broch, to the NW of the Links of Noltland. A georectified
photographic survey was also undertaken of the coastal
section N of Queena Howe.
The gradiometer survey generally produced good results,
although some areas were dominated by ferrous type
responses caused by modern debris and disturbance. Some
of the magnetic noise may also have related to past kelp
burning activity. A large number of kelp pits were visible
across the survey area. The magnetically quieter parts of the
survey were partly due to higher ground levels and deeper
deposits of sand, with the results showing the contrast of
shallower overburden and less attenuated magnetic signals
in other parts of the survey area.
Across the mound of Queena Howe, results were
dominated by a series of magnetically strong positive and
negative linear anomalies, forming broadly concentric
circles. These anomalies indicate the enclosing walls/
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Structure 9 under excavation, Links of Noltland

banks and ditches of the broch, while a contrastingly low
magnetic response at the centre may relate to deep layers of
stonework/rubble. The outer elements of the ditch system
appear to form an opening slightly to the W of S, while some
other trends and well defined anomalies in the data may
be related to the occupation of this settlement beyond its
enclosing boundaries.
Substantial, magnetically strong anomalies eastwards
along the coast from Queena Howe related to a prominent
mound at the corner of the chain link fence enclosing
the core of the scheduled area. The precise origin of the
mound is unknown, but possible interpretations are either
a burnt mound or debris from past industrial activity. A
similarly strong and broadly circular anomaly was recorded
immediately to the W of the mound. The intensity of the
magnetic enhancement suggests industrial or intensive
occupation activity.
A series of substantial positive and negative linear
anomalies, that may reflect a pattern of ancient polygonal
field boundaries, were recorded to the S of the mound. These
are consistent with anomalies previously detected within
the HS designated area to the E. The negative anomalies
represent collapsed walls and the positive responses are a
result of magnetically enhanced soils that have accumulated
along the wall lines. Areas of increased magnetic response
and possible pit type anomalies have been identified within
the enclosures formed by the boundaries. These may reflect
occupation activity, although the level of response is much
lower than those associated with buildings located by the
previous gradiometer survey, within the HS designated
area. The results may therefore indicate the western limit
of the settlement areas currently being investigated by EASE
Archaeology.
A cluster of anomalies detected in the SE part of the survey

area related to building remains partly visible as a platform
and stone scatter. A distinct circular feature, c10–15m in
diameter, with suggestions of internal divisions, was evident
with a possible hearth at the centre. Other elements of
archaeological interest extended to the S and could be part
of a further building, again with a central hearth anomaly.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Historic Scotland

PERTH AND KINROSS
Abernethy
Clunie Cottage, Back Dykes
Watching brief
David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 18935 16549 A watching brief was carried out on 8
October 2010 during foundation works for a house extension.
The works recorded a dark garden soil with modern finds,
over a reddish brown sandy subsoil. A stone wall foundation
appeared to be contemporary with the cottage and of 18th- or
19th-century date.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs McGhie

Auchterarder
Castle Mains, Auchterarder
Evaluation
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NN 9460 1339 An evaluation was carried out 2–3 June 2010
in relation to a proposed residential development. The area
was considered sensitive due to its proximity to Auchterarder
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Castle (NN91SW 5). No significant archaeological deposits
were recorded and all finds related to 19th- or 20th-century use
of the site. The cropmark features which had been identified
on aerial photographs appear to have been removed by
successive deep ploughing.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust
Funder: Muir Homes

East Kirkton Farm, Auchterarder
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NN 9534 1348 An evaluation was undertaken 15 March–2
April 2010 on a residential development site. A total of
68 trenches, covering just over 5% (14,544m2) of the site
were opened. The evaluation located a single isolated pit
containing a burnt flint end scraper and a single rim sherd
from a prehistoric pot. A large (c11 x 10m) stone platform of
unknown date was recorded on the highest point of the site.
It is likely that this feature will be preserved within green
space associated with the future development.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes

The Lodge, Ruthven Towers, Auchterarder
Photographic survey
Tamlin Barton and Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 95148 13085 (centred on) A photographic survey was
undertaken on 26 October 2009 of a small lodge close to
Ruthven Towers prior to its demolition. An extensive record
was produced of both the interior and exterior of this late
19th- or early 20th-century building and its 1930s extensions.

NN 9098 1391 A series of geophysical grids and a limited
number of test trenches were excavated 24–26 August 2010,
on behalf of BBC Radio Scotland, to investigate a theory
that a garden feature, planted in the exact shape of the
Great Michael warship (c1520s) had existed at this location.
The geophysical survey pinpointed the location of the long
demolished Tullibardine Castle. Careful examination of
cartographic records allowed the identification of the garden
canal, shown on Roy’s 1750s map as a low bank and boggy
area to the N of the castle site. This location is traditionally
known as the Great Michael planting; however, its dimensions
far exceed those of 16th-century Carrick and the feature is
considered to be a shallow 18th-century garden canal.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy

Blairgowrie
Coupar Angus Road, Blairgowrie
Evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 18694 43956 An evaluation was carried out in August
2010 in advance of a residential development. The area was
considered sensitive as a prior desk-based assessment in 2008
had identified a concentration of later prehistoric cropmarks
in the surrounding area. No archaeologically significant
features or artefacts were identified.
Archive: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Miller Homes

Whitemoss Golf Club
Evaluation
Sarah Lynchehaun – AOC Archaeology Group
NN 9843 1510 An evaluation was undertaken 14–16
November 2007 prior to a proposed housing development.
The evaluation consisted of the excavation of 14 trenches
covering 764m2. Nothing of archaeological significance was
recorded.

John Johnston Coupar Recreation Park, Blairgowrie
Evaluation
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 186 443 An evaluation was carried out in August 2010 in
advance of the construction of a tennis court. Four trenches
covering 202m2 (6% of the development area) were opened.
The remains of two parallel linear ditch features 22m apart
and orientated NE–SW were interpreted, on the basis
of the modern ceramics in the base of their fills, as postmedieval boundary ditches. A single small pit adjacent to
one of the ditches was interpreted as a stone hole. No other
archaeological features were identified.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Langvale Homes Ltd

Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Blairgowrie Tennis Club

Blackford

Caputh

Burnfoot Hill Wind Farm, Glen Devon
Watching brief and excavation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 9487 0497 A programme of field work was undertaken
April 2009–April 2010 prior to and during the construction
phase of the Burnfoot Wind Farm access track. Known
cultural heritage sites were fenced off and a watching brief
was undertaken within defined areas. A trackway and turf
bank were recorded and a suite of remains, uncovered at
NN 94871 04965, were revealed by excavation to be part of
a multi-phase building, dated by artefactual material to the
18–19th century.

Inchtuthil Roman Fortress
Geophysical survey and fieldwalking
DJ Woolliscroft and P Morris – The Roman Gask Project
NO 1251 3971 The work begun in 2009 (DES 2009, 145) was
continued. The die-back of undergrowth during the winter
made it possible to conduct a magnetic survey of the so called
‘Stores Compound’ or ‘Redoubt’ to the E of the legionary
fortress. The presence of trees and bushes still forced gaps
in the coverage and made resistance surveying impractical,
but a reasonable image was obtained. The defences showed
clearly, but no internal structures were detected, apart from
slight banding at right angles to the NW ditch, that might
represent rig or modern drainage. It is not unusual for a
geophysical survey to fail to show internal buildings on turf
and timber built sites, but the clarity with which the fortress
buildings were revealed by the same instrument, just to
the W in 2009, suggests that the absence of evidence here
may be significant, especially as it fits well with the small
scale trenching done in the compound’s interior during the
Richmond excavations, which also located no structures,

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Hallgate Construction Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports lodged with Perth and
Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Wind Prospect Ltd

Tullibardine Castle
Geophysical survey and excavation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy/Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society
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apart from small gullies.
To the SW of the fortress, a further area of the large (19.9ha)
temporary camp interior was surveyed. This revealed a good
deal of pitting, a clear trace of the so called ‘Vallum’ ditch
and an extension of a former carriage drive, connected with
Delvine House, which is visible on the surface in the fortress
field itself. All of this enhances data already known from the
air, and fieldwalking continued to find extensive spreads of
lead working debris and other finds both inside and outside
the camp.
At the SW end of the Inchtuthil plateau, a second enclosure
has been seen from the air which has been taken to be a much
smaller temporary camp, estimated at only 0.94ha. The camp
was surveyed in its entirety, except for a small area at the NE
corner, which was planted with a cover crop and inaccessible.
It proved to be slightly smaller still at c125 x 70m (0.87ha).
The N, S and W ditches were detected clearly, but no trace of
an entrance break was found in any of them. Nor were other
camp entrance features, such as tituli, revealed. Moreover,
the enclosure appeared to be entirely open to the E, with no
sign of either an E ditch, or a turn at the eastern end of the
S ditch to form a corner. The site shows poorly from the air
(unlike the large camp), but what data has been obtained
bears out the impression gained from the survey image. A
resistance survey is planned, to make a further search for the
E ditch but, on present evidence, there must now be some
doubt as to whether this is a Roman camp.
Archive: The Roman Gask Project
Funder: The Roman Research Trust

from garden deposits, no discrete features or deposits relating
to these periods or any other period, apart from modern,
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Alastair Gemmell

Cargill
Burnside Holding, Main Road, Woodside
Evaluation
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 2027 3730 An evaluation was carried out in January 2010
prior to development. Fifteen trenches covering 810m2 (5.6%
of development) were excavated. The truncated remains of a
shallow linear feature orientated NE–SW were interpreted as
a post-medieval drainage or boundary ditch.
Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Perthshire Housing Association

The Smithy, Cargill
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 1532 3675 An evaluation was carried out on 23 April 2010
prior to development. Five trial trenches, covering 6% of the
proposed building plot and site for geothermal heating, were
opened using a mechanical digger. Nothing of archaeological
significance was recorded in any of the trenches, which
contained topsoil overlying natural orange red boulder clay
and stones.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Keith Miller

Inchtuthil stores compound magnetic plot

The Gardens, Delvine, Spittalfield
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 12890 39415 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out on 7 April 2010 during topsoil stripping and excavation
associated with the construction of an extension. The site is
located within the defensive outworks of the Roman Fortress
of Inchtuthil and covered an area of 96m². Although some
medieval and possibly Roman pottery sherds were recovered

Woodhead
Excavation
DJ Woolliscroft and B Hoffmann – The Roman Gask Project
NO 144 347 The site has been known from the air since at
least the 1960s and recorded simply as ‘enclosure’: it being
just a larger ring feature sitting amongst what looked to be
a small group of roundhouses. Recent air photography has,
however, shown it to have a double ditched, slightly subcircular form very like that of the southernmost four towers
of the Roman Gask system to the S. The site has a spectacular
field of view, especially over the arc from SW to N, which
takes in the Roman sites of Inchtuthil and Black Hill, and it
seemed possible that it might represent a Roman watchtower
well to the N of the Tay where the Gask line is currently
thought to stop.
A geophysical survey in 2010 confirmed the basic
morphology and showed that the site’s ditch diameters were
comparable with the Gask towers. Excavation then found a
double ‘V’ sectioned ditch, with a single entrance oriented
to the NW, almost exactly towards the Dunkeld gap, which
is in full view at a distance of c14 km. The internal area
held a timber structure founded on four large postholes, all of
which is again, fully compatible with a Roman timber tower
and, although no stratified datable artefacts were recovered,
there seems little reason to doubt the identification.
Archive: The Roman Gask Project
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Comrie
Ben Halton/Dun Dubh, Aberuchill Estate, Comrie
Walkover survey
Derek Hall
NN 714 190 (centred on) A walkover survey was undertaken
on 4 November 2009 prior to the planting of new native
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woodland. The survey recorded settlement and cultivation
remains, but these lie outside the area to be planted.
Cartographic research indicated that these remains represent
the settlement of Carsehalton.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberuchill Estate Management Ltd

Dull
An Torr (9)
Cup- and ring-marked rock
George Currie

NN 83126 46164 A rock flush with the ground bearing four
cup marks one of which has five penannulars or arcs, a radial
and a further two arcs. Possible delamination has resulted in
the loss of the remainder of the arcs. Another cup has two
arcs.
Black Burn (23–24)
Cup- and ring-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 82932 45985 A rock 1.7 x 1.0m bearing 21 cup marks.
Two of the cups have three arcs which overlap, another cup
is surrounded by an angular ‘ring’. The deepest cups measure
70 x 30mm and 80 x 55mm.
NN 82342 45988 8m E of the above, a triangular shaped
rock bears a single large cup mark.
Black Burn (25–26)
Cup- and ring-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 82775 45948 A stretch of bedrock flush with the ground
bears 32 cup marks one of which has single ring.
NN 82745 45979 45m NW of the above, a stretch of bedrock
has eight cup marks.
Black Burn (27)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 83205 46127 A stretch of bedrock bearing three cup
marks.

Cup- and ring-marked rock, An Torr (9)

NN 84480 47457 A rock that has been mechanically removed
from a knoll bears five engraved motifs closer to ellipses than
rings and one triangular shaped motif. The markings are
closer to megalithic motifs and unlike the typical rock art of
the area.
An Torr (10–12)
Cup- and ring-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 84587 47347
1) An outcrop bearing four cup marks one of which is
ringed.
2) 80m W of (1) at NN 84226 47297 an outcrop bears two
small cup marks.
3) 70m SW of (2) a stretch of bedrock bears two cup marks.
Black Burn (22)
Cup- and ring-marked rock
George Currie

Black Burn (28–30)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 83050 46512 A stretch of bedrock sloping to the SW bears
at least eight cup marks.
NN 83036 46533 A prominent rock 2m wide and 0.8m high
bears a cup mark in a central position.
NN 83049 46691 An outcrop with at least two shallow cup
marks.
Black Burn (31–32)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 82722 46544 An outcrop with two cup marks.
NN 83008 46506 An outcrop sloping to the SW bearing two
cup marks.
Craig Hill (CR 32)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 81477 45035 A prominent outcrop bearing three shallow
cup marks.
Craig Hill (CR 33)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 81954 45308 An outcrop bearing a single large cup mark.
Craig Hill (CR 34)
Cup- and ring-marked rock
George Currie
NN 81584 45175 Bedrock flush with the ground bearing 11
cup marks three of which have single rings.

Cup- and ring-marked rock, Black Burn (22)
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Craig Hill (CR 35)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
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NN 81601 45133 A stretch of bedrock flush with the ground
bearing eight shallow cup marks.

cathedral. Among the earlier pieces there is a hog-back tomb,
the upper face of which has a cross with a stepped calvary on
one side and clear tegulation on the other.
A later piece is the tomb of Alexander Douglas (d 1547),
where the slab is incised with the figure of a churchman, his
hands clasped in prayer, wearing a fringed stole, chasuble
and alb. A cross with a stepped calvary is incised to the right
of the figure. Near the damaged lower edge, and therefore
incomplete, is a shield with two stars above seven pheons(?)
with a chalice above.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Funder: Historic Scotland

Cup- and ring-marked rock, Craig Hill (CR 34)

Lurgan (15–16)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 81437 50215 In improved pasture close to the junction of
the Lurgan and Ruith Mhuillin track, a boulder 1.3 x 1.0m
sloping to the SW bears seven cup marks on its eastern edge.
NN 81598 50219 In the same field and 160m E of the above,
a stretch of exposed bedrock bears one cup mark.

Dull/Little Dunkeld
Amulree
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 9010 3679 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken
2–3 December 2009 on the site of a proposed new bridge
over the River Braan at Amulree. The site is just E of the
historic Amulree bridge and was considered to be of interest
as it includes the site of a historic ford and possibly the lost
site of St Mary’s Chapel, which is located somewhere to the
N of the river.
Evaluation trenches on the N side of the river revealed that
a ramp of redeposited natural sandy gravel leading from the
A822 down to the river was probably 19th-century in date.
Trenches on the S side of the river recorded only natural
deposits of silt, gravel and a compact stony layer. Nothing
relating to the historic ford or the site of St Mary’s Chapel
was recorded.

Tomb stone of Alexander Douglas (d1547), Dunkeld Cathedral

Middle Cardney, Butterstone
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
N0 0509 4585 A photographic survey of a former mill
building was undertaken on 16 July 2010 in advance of the
construction of a new house directly adjacent to the mill.
The structure was found to have been built in two phases
and had been driven from an artificially created lade system
which was fed from a reservoir on the hills to the N.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr David Hendry

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: RJ McLeod (Contractors) Ltd

Dunkeld and Dowally
Benachally
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NO 06521 48594 700m E of Craigend cottages on a terrace at
the SE of Benachally an outcrop bears 30 cup marks.
Dunkeld Cathedral
Inventory
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NO 02393 42595 This small collection, which was assessed
during June–July 2009, has recently undergone conservation
and has been set up in a new display in the W tower of the

Middle Cardney – Standing remains of post-medieval mill building looking E
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Walking the Ochils, SERF

Dunning
Thorter Burn and Waughenwae Knowe: The Strathearn
Environs and Royal Forteviot Project (SERF)
Walkover survey, field school
Chris Dalglish and Michael Given – University of Glasgow
NO 00050 11400 and NO 00890 12100 As part of the SERF
project five days of walkover survey and site recording
were carried out, 10–14 August 2010, by students of the
universities of Glasgow, Aberdeen and elsewhere as part of
an archaeological field school. This is the fourth season of an
ongoing survey programme investigating the uplands above
Dunning and Forteviot. The survey covered an area of c1.1 x
0.5km on the N slopes of the Ochil Hills, between Piperstones
Hill and Scores Burn (centred on NO 00050 11400). Informal
site recording was also carried out on Waughenwae Knowe,
which lies c1km to the NE of the main survey area (NO 00890
12100).
The most striking finding this year was the clear relationship
between a series of turf-walled enclosures and multiple
braided cattle tracks. As suggested by our work on Casken
Hill in 2007, the mostly trapezoidal enclosures were probably
used for tathing cattle at some point in the post-medieval
period, perhaps during the 17th and 18th centuries, when the
soil was sufficiently enriched to be used for cultivation.
The braided cattle tracks appear only on the steeper slopes,
where there was the most erosion from the animals’ hooves.
They typically fan out from the break of slope into anything
between three and eight separate furrows, normally c0.5m
deep and c2m wide. An examination of the contacts between
the enclosures and the tracks indicated that the animals
were diverted round the outside of the enclosures, or in
one case funnelled between them. The tensions between
the cultivators and the herders taking their animals to and
from their upland summer pastures are clearly visible on the
ground.
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A well constructed pathway ran up the hill cutting into
the slopes, with one causeway across a boggy area. This
presumably led to and from a substantial farmstead below
our area (at NO 00280 11945). The earlier phase of this
farmstead shows a central courtyard with subdivided
rectangular structures on three sides and a grain drying kiln
on the other. This may be the ‘Scores Farm’ marked on a
1783 map of the area by Stobie. The stones from this were
later reused to build a sheepfold.
On Waughenwae Knowe are a series of quarries, clearly
associated with the construction of the straight stone
dykes marking 19th-century improvement and a substantial
enclosure on the summit, surrounding an area of rig and
furrow.
Archive: Currently University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, University of Glasgow and University of
Aberdeen

Errol
East Inchmichael Farm, Errol
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 2502 2524 (centred on) A 5% evaluation was undertaken
on 28 January 2010 on the site of a proposed new house
and associated services. Two trenches, each 11 x 2m, were
excavated and revealed relatively deep estuarine deposits
with land drainage dating from the medieval period to the
present day. Two sherds of medieval pottery and modern
bovine remains were recovered. Nothing relating to the
buried settlement features (scheduled monument 7199)
identified on aerial photographs immediately to the W of
East Inchmichael Farm was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Michael Gillies
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Forgandenny
Law of Dumbuils: SERF
Excavation, survey, field school
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NO 1014 1695 The hillfort of Law of Dumbuils was excavated
2–22 August 2010 as part of the ongoing SERF project. The
fort is defined by three ramparts following the contours on
the N side of the hill. The ramparts tail off as the natural
slope steepens towards the S side. The main entrance is on
the NW side with a possible second entrance on the E side.
A trench 35m long by 2m wide was excavated across the
ramparts. The outermost rampart or counterscarp had been
greatly denuded and survived only as a very low earthen
mound. Inside this a shallow ditch had partially been cut
into the bedrock. The middle rampart also had an earthen
core, but was crowned by a palisade packed with massive
boulders. In between this and the innermost rampart there
was a roughly flat platform with portions of exposed bedrock.
The initial phase of the inner rampart was composed of an
earthen core, supported on its northern side by a stone-faced
timber palisade. At a later date this rampart was cut into
and broadened on its southern, interior, face. This secondary
phase was composed of large boulders, which probably
supported timbers. Two objects of iron, a small axe-head and
a circular disc, suggest that this phase dates to the Middle
Iron Age or later.
Within the entrance hollow there was a paved path and
to the S of this a pebbled surface. The southern edge of this
surface was defined by a rough line of boulders, running
along the base of a bedrock outcrop. On top of the pebble
surface was a spread of rubble with a variety of stone finds,
including hammerstones, a mortar, a pecked cup stone and
a cannel coal disc. Two test pits within the interior did not
record any archaeological deposits.
Archive: Currently University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, University of Glasgow and University of
Aberdeen

radiocarbon dating. This work was undertaken 2–22 August
2010.
Archive: Currently University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, University of Glasgow and University of
Aberdeen

Forteviot Cropmark Complex: SERF
Excavation, geophysical survey, field school
Ewan Campbell – Universities of Glasgow, Aberdeen and Chester

Excavating a Pictish grave, SERF project

NO 0547 1685 Excavations from 2–22 August 2010 explored
two conjoined ‘Pictish’ square barrows, c0.5km S of the
northern cemetery (NO01NE 169), located just outside the
line of the prehistoric palisaded enclosure (NO01NE 28).
Unlike the square barrows explored in the northern cemetery
by SERF in 2007 these examples were almost half as small, at
around 5msq and, most notably, they did not have causeways
at the corners of their ditches.
Defined by a continuous ditch, the barrow to the W was
not a true square. The E (slightly smaller and squarer)
barrow appears to have been added at a later date. Although
these barrows have yet to be dated, their form suggests
they are early. Despite very poor preservation both central
burials yielded traces of wooden coffins, possibly log burials.
Both burials also produced remains of outer tooth enamel
from the inhumation. Rounded stones along the edge of the
western grave cut suggest the coffin was packed with stones.
A geophysical survey was conducted prior to the excavation.
The ditches of the square barrows were not identified, but the
central grave of the W barrow did correlate to an anomaly.
Archive: Currently University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, University of Glasgow and University of
Aberdeen

Stone mortar found in entrance hollow, Law of Dumbuils, SERF project

Forteviot
Forteviot Cropmark Complex: SERF
Excavation
Ewan Campbell – University of Glasgow
NO 0536 1746 A trench 2m wide and 5m long was excavated
across a linear feature that was first identified as part of the
cropmark complex immediately SE of the village of Forteviot.
The ditch proved to be c2m wide and cut to 0.8m into
the subsoil. There were no finds, but a patch of charcoal
rich material was sampled and will provide material for

Forteviot Cropmark Complex: SERF
Excavation, geophysical survey, field school
Aoife Gould and Cathy McIver – Universities of Glasgow, Aberdeen
and Chester
NO 0534 1690 Two areas of the large palisaded enclosure
were investigated 2–22 August 2010. One trench, 40 x 10m,
revealed an alignment of six postholes in the SE end of the
enclosure. These substantial postholes, some up to 1m in
diameter and over 1m deep, were similar to those found
during the excavation of the avenue in 2007. In most cases
ramps were found with the postholes. The fills of each of
the postholes were distinct, suggesting differing treatments
of individual posts over time. To the E of this alignment were
the remains of a much later road, recorded on the 1st Edition
OS map.
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The second trench explored an area between the avenue
and the NW perimeter of the enclosure. As recorded
elsewhere, the palisade was defined by large postholes,
many with traces of ramps. A single fragment of possibly
Neolithic pottery was recovered from one of the postholes. A
large but shallow clay-lined pit was recorded at the junction
between the avenue and the interior of the enclosure. This
pit may have contained water and if contemporary with the
enclosure would have affected access into the interior.
Archive: Currently University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, University of Glasgow and University of
Aberdeen

A fire pit had been dug into the upper layers of the ditch on
the W side; a small paved area and a large spread of burnt
material were also recorded. The spearhead, bead and pit are
considered indicative of later reuse of the monument.
Cremation and Food Vessel A small stone-lined pit,
containing a cremation burial, laid on a bed of pebbles
was found in the interior of the henge. The cremation was
carefully placed to one side of a unique Early Bronze Age
bowl (Food Vessel), and amongst the burnt bone was found
a single fragment of Beaker pottery, perhaps residual from
earlier activity or possibly deliberately placed.
Central Pit A huge pit, c12 x 5m and up to 2.2m deep, was
recorded in the centre of the henge. Although similar in form
to the central pit excavated in the large henge in 2008 and
2009, the purpose of both of these giant pits remains unclear.
The presence of scattered stonework and pockets of charcoal
in both features suggests rapid but complex backfilling,
and it remains to be seen if this is a clear indication of later
prehistoric or even early medieval interest in the henge.
Archive: Currently University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, University of Glasgow and University of
Aberdeen

Digging the henge ditch, SERF project
Marking the posts of the palisaded enclosure, SERF project

Forteviot Cropmark Complex: SERF
Excavation, geophysical survey, field school
Kenneth Brophy and Gordon Noble – Universities of Glasgow,
Aberdeen and Chester
NO 0534 1706 An excavation of the centre and a section of
the ditch of a henge, located outside the palisaded enclosure
(NO01NE 28), undertaken 2–22 August 2010, revealed
features that potentially represented various phases of the
site.
Timber Setting A timber setting composed of at least six
large postholes was uncovered in the centre of the henge.
If contemporary they could have formed a rectangular postbuilt structure; however, they may simply have been free
standing timbers. The remains of All Over Corded Beaker
pottery was found in the fills of the post-pipes of two of the
posts. Their position suggested deposition after the posts
were removed or had decayed.
Henge The c6m wide by 1.7m deep henge ditch would have
enclosed a 30 x 20m oval area and may have had a causeway
or entrance at its northern end. Sherds of Early Bronze Age
Beaker pottery were recovered from the initial deposits of a
possible ditch terminal. The causeway may have been dug
out at a later date. A glass bead and iron spearhead, both Iron
Age, were recovered from the upper levels of the henge ditch.
142

Forteviot Cropmark Complex: SERF
Excavation, geophysical survey, field school
Meggen Gondek and Heather James – Universities of Glasgow,
Aberdeen and Chester
NO 0524 1701 A circular enclosure located immediately to the
NW of the palisaded enclosure (NO01NE 28) was excavated
2–22 August 2010.
Enclosure The enclosure was defined by two concentric
ditches. The inner ditch was segmented while the outer ditch
had two entrances, one in the SE and the other in the SW. It is
likely that the outer ditch supported large upright timbers. A
substantial igneous boulder was revealed just within the SW
entrance of the outer ditch. This had initially been detected
as a large anomaly in a gradiometer survey conducted prior
to the excavation. The boulder may have originally been a
standing stone at the entrance, which at a later period was
reburied in a deep pit below the level reached by modern
ploughing. A single fragment of a lead object which possibly
dates to the Roman Iron Age was the only find from the
ditches.
Triple Cist At the heart of this enclosure were three
adjoining stone coffins, a triple cist. The central cist was
up to 0.7m deep and constructed of large thin slabs set on
edge. The side cists were not as deep and were lined with
smaller stones. No human remains survived within these
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cists, although there was a possible body stain in the central
cist. Two flint flakes were found in the northern cist and a
flint arrowhead was found in the central cist, suggesting that
the burials may date to the Bronze Age. A largely complete
but shattered Beaker pot had been deposited in a nearby pit.
Pits Three large oval-shaped pits of similar size and roughly
equidistant from each other were found in between the
enclosure and the avenue of the palisaded enclosure. One,
located immediately outside the enclosure, which contained
huge chunks of charcoal and carbonised cereal grains, was
interpreted as a corn-drying kiln. One of the other two pits
also contained large amounts of charcoal, but the third
was largely devoid of carbonised material. An unstratified
segmented blue bead possibly dating to the Norse period was
also found on this site.
Archive: Currently University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, University of Glasgow and University of
Aberdeen

Dunan, Rannoch
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NN 475 580 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were undertaken in September 2010 for an area of proposed
new woodland. Work revealed six buildings and an enclosure,
part of Dunan Township (NN45NE 15), with an associated
head dyke. A second stretch of head dyke with an associated
structure and enclosure was recorded at NN 4783 5783.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry Ltd

Inverinain Hydro Scheme
Survey and watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 6539 4722 A walkover survey was undertaken along the
route of a proposed hydro-electric scheme at Inverinain (DES
2007, 159). The survey had identified the remains of several
shieling huts but only one, at NN 6539 4722, lay close to
the pipeline. A second shieling was identified at this location
during site visits on 9–10 March 2009. The pipeline was
excavated on the 11 November 2009 and passed between the
two structures, neither of which was damaged.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Shawater Ltd

Roromore Hydro Scheme
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 6261 4691 – NN 6263 4678 and NN 6253 4537 – NN 6252
4564 Watching briefs were kept in September 2010 during the
excavation of two stretches of a trench for a pipeline serving
a new hydro-electric scheme at Roromore. One section
of the pipeline passed through the remains of Miltown of
Roro, the other through a collection of shieling huts, on the
banks of the Allt a’ Chobhai some 1km further S. Nothing of
archaeological significance was uncovered at either location.
Beaker pottery from inside the enclosure, SERF project

Fortingall
Culdee Monasteries
Geophysical survey
Oliver JT O’Grady
NN 74186 46970 A geophysical survey was undertaken
27–29 September 2010 in the vicinity of Fortingall village, as
part of a project investigating the remains of early medieval
monasteries in Perth and Kinross. A fluxgate-gradiometer
survey was completed over the northern half of three fields
adjacent the village to the S and in a further field, known
as the ‘glebe field’, immediately to the E side of the parish
church. The survey was targeted to investigate the extent
and interior of a possible early medieval monastic vallum,
first identified through aerial photography in the 1980s. The
results confirmed the extent of the main vallum ditch and
discovered several internal enclosures interpreted as forming
divisions of space within the monastery precinct. The
interiors of several of these enclosures were associated with
multiple prominent magnetic spikes, which may indicate
early medieval industrial or occupation remains. To the W
the Carn Na Marbh was shown to be a possible enclosure
by an extension of the vallum with an exterior entrance
point. In the glebe field a clear break in the vallum ditch was
interpreted as an eastern entrance point.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Roromore Hydro Ltd

Roroyere Hydro Scheme
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
Watching briefs were kept in August 2010 during excavation
of two stretches of a trench for a pipeline serving a new
hydro-electric scheme at Roroyere. One section of the pipeline
passed close to the remains of what were probably lambing
pens at NN 61075 46197 and NN 61064 46173 as well as an
almost intact planticrue at NN 61031 46134. Another section
ran within a short distance of the remnants of a substantial
building, possibly a shepherd’s house, at NN 61199 46601.
Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered in the
trench at either location.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables (Roroyere) Ltd

Kenmore
Alt Coire Phadairlidh (Feadan Rock)
Excavation
Richard Bradley and Aaron Watson – University of Reading
NN 6910 4288 The project, undertaken 28 August–10
September 2010, exposed the full extent of the carved rock
and extended the existing record of the pecked motifs.
Work also included the excavation of four metre-square test
pits, one on each side of the stone. All produced finds of
worked and broken quartz, evidently broken fragments of
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the hammerstones employed in working the rock.
Six decorated and undecorated rocks have now been
investigated, all within the same shallow basin. There are
obvious contrasts in the treatment of the stone at these
different locations, and in the nature and quantity of the
lithic artefacts associated with them.

least 4 of which are ringed and 6 dumb-bells or conjoined
cup marks.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: University of Reading, with help in kind from NTS and
Scheduled Monument Consent from HS

Kenmore Area
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NN 7730 4549 In the lobby of the Kenmore Hotel is an Iron
Age rotary quern. Enquiries revealed no specific details of its
provenance, but it is thought to derive from the Breadalbane
estate. The hotel was formerly part of the estate and has
inherited various historical items.
This is an interesting example of an Iron Age bun quern.
It is made of mica schist, and is 345mm in diameter and
a maximum of 92mm thick, with a large semi-circular
hopper (D 110mm, depth 50mm) and a cylindrical feeder
pipe (D 23mm, depth 22mm). The upper surface is pecked
to shape. The quern has seen extended use. The original
vertical cylindrical handle socket at the edge penetrates to
the surviving grinding surface and is broken on one side,
indicating that it became fragile and broke off as the quern’s
thickness was worn away; it bears extensive use-polish. It was
replaced by another vertical drilled socket (D 25mm, depth
20mm). The gently convex grinding face has been pecked
to resurface it, but an area c130mm in diameter around the
feeder pipe is polished smooth from use, and the lower end
of the feeder is worn to an oval (L 30mm). The quern has
an asymmetrical profile; it is worn thinner where the handle
sockets are, indicating it was oscillated rather than rotated in
use; the stone is 30mm thinner in this area.
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Kiltyrie (KT 1–2)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 63436 37087 30m NE of the chambered cairn at Kiltyrie,
a boulder 1.5 x 1.2 x 0.6m has a possible single cup mark.
NN 63274 37145 160m NW of the Kiltyrie chambered cairn
a boulder 1.5 x 1.0 x 0.4m bears at least 27 cup marks.

A cup- and ring-marked rock, Lawers Burn

Lawers Burn
Watching brief
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NN 6755 4158 A watching brief was undertaken on 6 October
2010, during repair work to a section of footpath that runs up
the side of the Lawers Burn, through a scheduled area of peat
stances and braided trackways. The small length of path was
located between peat stances 1128 and 1123. No significant
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Mergdow (MG 3–4)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 63848 36640 E of the deserted settlement of Mergdow
a boulder under turf bears one large cup mark 75 x 45mm.
NN 63842 36647 10m N of the above, another boulder
bears two large cup marks 70 x 25mm and 75 x 25mm.
Mergdow (MG 5)
George Currie
Cup-marked rock
NN 63871 36701 A prominent knoll with exposed areas of
bedrock among bracken has at least ten cup marks at its NE
extremity, three of the largest measuring 70 x 30mm.
Oakbank
Excavation
David Strachan and Oliver O’Grady – Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust
NN 7222 4434 A geophysical survey undertaken by J Gater,
as part of a Time Team project in 2003, identified one linear
and one circular anomaly c100m NW of Oakbank Crannog
(NN74SW 16; DES 2003). These anomalies were investigated
during a community archaeology project, 7–11 June, delivered
through Perthshire Archaeology Month 2010. The handexcavation of two trenches revealed that both features were
geological in origin. However, post-medieval artefacts and
midden deposits, both probably related to the post-medieval
settlement of Stron-fearnan were recorded. Two fragments of
possibly worked and burnt flint were also recovered from
hill wash.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

A cup-marked rock, Kiltyrie (KT 2)

Lawers Burn
Cup- and ring-marked rock
George Currie
NN 67665 41376 To the E of the Ben Lawers track and within
4m of a shieling, a rock 1.8 x 0.9m bears 29 cup marks, at
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Old Church Cottage, Lawers
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NN 677 393 A photographic survey was undertaken on 22
January 2010 of Old Church Cottage prior to its demolition.
Evidence was recorded for an earlier blocked doorway and
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a wide entrance in the building’s N elevation. There was no
structural evidence to suggest that the building originated as
part of the 18th-century settlement of Tomb.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Peter Slaney

Tomour (3–4)
George Currie
Cup-marked rocks
NN 64078 36841 In a field of improved pasture W of the
deserted settlement of Tomour a boulder 1.3 x 0.9m bears
eight cup marks.
NN 64034 36887 In the same field 65m NW of the above, a
boulder bears one cup mark.
Tomour (5–6)
George Currie
Cup-marked rocks
NN 64122 36970 To the W of the Tomour track a level stretch
of exposed bedrock bears six cup marks. 1m to the E are
seven small cup marks.
NN 64136 36922 50m to the S of the above, on the other
side of the track, a stretch of exposed bedrock either side of a
fence bears three groups with a total of at least 12 cup marks.

Kettins
Greenacre, Campmuir
Evaluation
Claire Williamson – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NO 2187 3779 An evaluation was carried out on 3 December
2009 on a proposed residential development. The site was
considered of interest as it is located within the defensive
ditch and bank of the Roman marching camp at Lintrose
(NO23NW 5). A possible linear earthwork, identified running
through the site on the 1st Edition OS map, could have
potentially related to the Roman defences. No significant
archaeological deposits were recorded and all finds related
to 20th-century use of the site. No remains of the linear
earthwork were recorded and any remains appear to have
been removed during modern landscaping of the area.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Perth and Kinross Trust
Funder: Mr Jason Taylor

Kinloch
Middleton Muir (Buzzart Dykes)
Evaluation
Derek Hall

Location of trench across western limit of park looking NW. Part of Stirling
University’s Scottish medieval deer park project

N0 119 476 A single trench was opened, 15–19 March 2010,
across the line of a section of the upstanding park bank
and ditch at a possible entrance at the W end of the site. A
stone base for the bank apparently constructed from glacial
erratic stones was exposed. The ditch appeared to have at
least one recut and was 1.2m deep. Samples were taken for
palaeoenvironmental analysis and radiocarbon dating.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Stirling

Kinross
Plots 3 and 4, Baltree Farm, Hatchbank Road, Kinross
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NT 1204 9905 Four trial trenches representing a 5%
sample of the two proposed building plots were opened
using a mechanical digger on 11 December 2009. Nothing
of archaeological significance was recorded in any of the
trenches, which contained topsoil overlying natural orange
red boulder clay and stones.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Anthony Ryan Smith

Kirkmichael
Dalrulzion
Landscape assessment
Colin Shepherd
As part of its commitment to managing the historical and
natural heritage resources in its care, Forestry Commission
Scotland has undertaken a survey and assessment of
Dalrulzion Forest. The forest contains the scheduled
Dalrulzion huts and a number of huts, which had been
thought to have been destroyed, were rediscovered intact. A
number of medieval/post-medieval buildings and associated
structures were also recorded.
There are four discrete settlement foci. The scheduled area
containing the Dalrulzion huts is clearly distinguishable from
a second distinct group of roundhouses on the W side of
the burn. The second group does not seem to contain any
examples of the double-walled form and is associated with
linear boundaries and enclosures, which are apparently
less obvious in the former area. Both of these areas can be
distinguished from the two later medieval/post-medieval
settlements of Craigton and Ballaquharry to the NE, each of
which has its own distinct form. The Craigton houses appear
to be on slightly irregular rectilinear plans and at present
there is little evidence for the larger enclosures recognisable at
Ballaquharry. This may reflect differential survival; however,
the fact that the move to the present site of Craigton appears
to have occurred well before the final pre-improvement phase,
whilst Ballaquharry maintained its location, is suggestive of
genuine differences in development. One suggestion would
be that Craigton developed from a shieling settlement. This
is supported by the area’s position as a detached portion of
Carputh parish, the lack of linear boundaries and enclosures
in the vicinity of the earlier houses and by the apparently
later placename suffix of ‘tun’. The move to the present site
might have occurred after an episode of land improvement
sometime before the 18th century.
The following features were recorded during the landscape
management survey November 2009–March 2010. Each
feature has been given a unique number (eg DAL010 is
Site 10). Measurements given are internal, except where
otherwise indicated.
NO 1223 5723 Hut circle Recorded as ‘Hut E’ by Thornycroft
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in the 1930s and was located to the edge of the scheduled
area. (DAL010)
NO 1258 5750 Circular feature A very denuded and barely
visible circular feature c15m in diameter and open on its N
side. (DAL011)
NO 1259 5751 Linear bank Very denuded linear feature
heading 320° from c6m NE of the circular feature for 27m
and perhaps ending at a clearance heap. (DAL012)
NO 1330 5760 Curvilinear dyke Dyke running for at least
150m NW–SE from below Creagan Soillen. (DAL013)
NO 1279 5754 Shooting butts A line of shooting butts
extending NE from the scheduled area. Some appear to have
reused earlier clearance remains. (DAL017)
NO 1206 5734 Shooting butts A line of shooting butts
extending W from the burn to the W of the scheduled area.
One appears to have reused an earlier building (see 026
below). (DAL018)
NO 1200 5725 Hut circle Single walled roundhouse, c9m
in diameter. (DAL020)
NO 1197 5726 Hut circle A badly disturbed structure,
probably a roundhouse, situated at the E end of a triangularshaped enclosure (see 022 below). (DAL021)
NO 1194 5724 Enclosure features A series of linear dykes
directly associated with structures (021, 023, 024, 050)
and indirectly with others. The NW end appears to form a
triangular enclosure with at least two further enclosures to
the SE. Two further linear dykes extend NE to features 026
and 027. (DAL022)
NO 1195 5721 Hut circle Heavily disturbed roundhouse,
c7m in diameter, at the S end of enclosure 022. (DAL023)
NO 1196 5721 Hut circle Roundhouse, c12m in diameter,
slightly E of 023 and attached to enclosure 022. (DAL024)
NO 1207 5745 Circular setting A circular setting of stones,
9m in diameter. The perimeter is formed of closely set stones
standing on their narrow edges and it is possibly a pen.
(DAL025)
NO 1201 5736 Building platform Former building, c9 x
4.5m externally, reworked as a shooting butt, located in the
corner of a small enclosure (027). (DAL026)
NO 1200 5734 Enclosure A small stone-built enclosure
on the W side of the present track, encloses structure 026.
(DAL027)
NO 1210 5745 Cairns Two cairns downslope from 025,
examples of a number in this area and presumably clearance
related. (DAL028)
NO 1214 5742 Hut circle A substantially constructed
roundhouse, c11m in diameter, near the E edge of a
promontory. Both ‘door posts’ appeared to be in situ. The
northern one had a regular square section and its outer
face seemed to show an element of ‘graphic design’. It was
not clear if the incised lines were entirely natural, but their
evident portrayal of an animal’s head is unlikely to have gone
un-noticed by the builders. (DAL029)

Northern ‘door post’ facing outwards with a possible example of figurative art
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NO 1207 5735 Hut circle The easternmost of a pair of
roundhouses, c10m in diameter, as noted by the OS in 1974.
A bank runs S beneath a shooting butt, then loops to rejoin
031 on its S side. (DAL030)
NO 1205 5734 Hut circle The western roundhouse, c9m in
diameter, as noted by the OS in 1974. It is now barely visible
beneath deep turf. (DAL031)
NO 1220 5746 Cairn A quite substantial cairn, c8m in
diameter, atop a knoll. Its position and size suggest that it
might be ceremonial rather than clearance related. (DAL032)
NO 1231 5754 Cairn A solitary cairn near the edge of boggy
ground. Its position related to the other cairns and linear
boundaries to the SW suggest it may be helping to define the
core area of settlement. (DAL033)
NO 1227 5790 – NO 1255 5803 Field system A large
enclosure associated with the farmstead 035-7. It has been
meticulously cleared and is defined by a curvilinear stone
dyke, suggesting a pre-improvement date. The curving dykes
running E appear to have defined a trackway linking the
adjoining farmsteads. (DAL034)
This and the following structures (035-043) appear to relate
to the fermtoun noted as Ballaquharry by Roy. This was
reduced to a single farmstead, presumably as a result of the
rationalisation of improvement and recorded by the RCAHMS
under NO15NW 24. Further buildings, presumably parts of
the same fermtoun, are listed as NO15NW 25, 26, 27 and 64
and these elements fall to the E of Forestry Commission land.
NO 1248 5801 Building Represented by low foundation
walls, 9.2 x 2.6m, possibly a byre or other outbuilding rather
than a house. (DAL035)
NO 1250 5800 Building A small, two-celled structure with
yard. The building was c3m wide, the W cell c3m and E cell
2.5m long. A door opened onto the yard from the E cell and
the cells were linked by a doorway against the S wall. The
possible remains of another structure existed to the E of the
house. (DAL036)
NO 1252 5792 Enclosure A small badly denuded enclosure
or yard, 10 x 11m, sitting atop an outcrop. The vestiges of
a dyke run NW towards a farmstead recorded on the 1946
aerial photographs. (DAL037)
NO 1253 5803 Linear boundary The rear of the improved
farmstead juts into FC land. A dyke runs E behind the farm
to meet the earthworks on the modern boundary. The dyke
formed part of the pre-improvement landscape. (DAL038)
NO 1261 5810 Building Located above a steep slope, c9 x
3m. (DAL039)
NO 1256 5807 – NO 1250 5835 Field system Continuation
of the interrupted field system lying outside FC lands and
part of the tounship boundaries of Ballaquharry. The dykes
are stone built. (DAL040)
NO 1248 5832 Enclosure Partial remains of at least one
stone-built enclosure. (DAL041)
NO 1250 5830 Building Two-celled building using the W
side of the boundary dyke 040.
The building was c2.7m wide, the S cell c4m and the N
cell c3.5m long. The N cell had a doorway on its E side. This
building is at the end of a short dyke which is linked to the
farmstead to the E. (DAL042)
NO 1257 5822 Clearance remains A large collection of
clearance debris on a cleared ledge. (DAL043)
NO 1289 5778 Hollow-way A short stretch of hollow-way
runs from the westernmost building of Craigton (see below).
(DAL044)
NO 1317 5765 Farmstead Building, c10 x 3m, with attached
yard. The yard runs the length of the building and was c7.5m
wide. (DAL045)
NO 1316 5771 Farmstead A small farmstead consisting of
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two small buildings and a yard. Building 1 measured c7.3m
long x 2.7–3.2m wide and Building 2 c6m long x 3m wide.
The yard measured c6 x 7m and appeared to be separated
from Building 2 by a c1m gap. (DAL046). The building
(NO15NW 23) would seem to be the westernmost surviving
structure from this tounship.
NO 1310 5778 Farmstead A farmstead consisting of three
buildings and a kiln with attached yard. These structures,
like 046, survive as very slight earthworks. Building 1
measured c6m long x 2.1–3.9m wide, Building 2 4.4 x 2.5m
and Building 3 3.7 x 2.2m. A discontinuous wall from the N
corner of Building 1 and the S corner of Building 2 suggests
that they may have been connected at some point. A circular
structure, c5m externally and presumably a kiln was recorded
to the W of Buildings 1–3. A c5.5 x 4m yard was attached to
the SE side of this structure. (DAL047)
NO 1257 5748 Hut circle A small hut circle with a diameter
of c5m, located within the scheduled area. (DAL049)
NO 1207 5716 Hut circle A large roundhouse noted by the
OS in 1974 as partially destroyed. The SW half is still intact
and in quite good condition, but the NE half has probably
been badly truncated. (DAL050)
Archive: Forestry Commission Scotland, Perthshire and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Little Dunkeld
Ballinloan (BA5)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 97773 41182 600m NW of Ballinloan Farm a prominent
boulder 2.1 x 1.7 x 0.9m bears one cup mark.
Craig Tombane (CT2)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 94670 41153 A km NNW of Meikle Tombane Farm and
140m S of the Druim Mor track a rock 1.3 x 0.6 x 0.2m bears
12 shallow and smaller than average cups marks. Similar
sized cups have been noted at Corrody Burn, Little Trochry
and Little Tombane.
Meikle Logie
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 98541 41288 200m N of Meikle Logie Farm at 250m OD,
two sections of exposed bedrock bear a total of 30 cup marks.

Logiealmond
Tullymoran, Harrietfield
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NN 979 295 A photographic survey was undertaken on 12
February 2010 of the farmhouse and steadings prior to their
demolition. Evidence was recorded for an earlier demolished
range running S off the W end of the northern steading and
slight evidence for an earlier structure in the eastern steading.
A drawn record was made of these two buildings.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Rural Relocation

Logierait
Craigbea
Cup-marked rock
George Currie

NN 98548 54008 75m E of Craigbea Farm an exposed area of
bedrock bears 19 cup marks.

Longforgan
Invergowrie Primary School
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 3460 3030 An evaluation was undertaken 4–6 August 2010
on the site of a proposed extension. Twelve trenches, each 30
x 2m and covering a total area of 720m2 were opened. No
archaeologically significant finds or features were identified,
although there was evidence of recent activity in the form
of rubble field drains, modern pits and postholes and two
linear features of unknown function. A cinder path was also
recorded running E–W along the N half of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Council

West Pilmore 11kv Overhead Line
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 32001 29759 and NO 32088 29762 A watching brief was
undertaken on 19 April 2010 during the machine excavation
of trenches for two replacement power line poles, c700m
SE of Longforgan. The poles were located near cropmark
sites (NO32NW 13 and NO32NW 18) which included a
roundhouse, a ring ditch and an enclosed settlement. One
trench (at NO 32001 29759) cut through a backfilled feature
that extended more than 1.25m below the topsoil and which
clearly predated the original pole, although its actual date
remains unknown.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy plc

Moneydie
Craighead Farm, by Stanley
Standing building survey
Derek Hall
NO 036 310 (centred on) A photographic survey was
undertaken on 9 October 2009 of the farmhouse prior
to demolition. Evidence was recorded of earlier stepped
foundation lines on the S wing. Limited documentary
research found that a settlement was recorded at this site on
Stobie’s map of 1783.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Jim Kerr

Moneydie/Redgorton
Logierait Reinforcement Pipeline
Post-excavation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
A watching brief carried out during groundworks for a gas
pipeline (DES 2009, 156) identified three archaeological sites,
which were subject to post-excavation analysis from July
2009–February 2010.
NO 07050 29150 Site 1 consisted of a group of nine pits.
There were no artefacts but soil samples contained fragments
of hazelnut shell with a particular concentration recorded
in one of the pits, plus wood charcoal from a variety of
species including alder, hazel, birch and oak. Radiocarbon
dates from the pit containing the concentration of hazelnut
shell indicate a Middle Neolithic date (SUERC-26440,
4615 ± 35 BP and SUERC-26441, 4545 ± 35 BP), calibrating
to 3520–3100 BC.
147

Perth and kinross

NO 07164 28638 Site 2 consisted of five pits arranged in
two parallel lines, suggesting the presence of a rectilinear
structure. There was an indication that the pits were postholes,
with post-pipes surviving in the fills. Small quantities of
archaeobotanical material were recovered from the pit fills.
These included barley and emmer wheat grains and weed
seeds, hazelnut shell and wood charcoal. The wood charcoal
was primarily oak and appeared to derive from structural
timbers. The abraded nature of this material suggests it was
not deposited in the pits immediately following its charring
but became incorporated into the fill at a later date. Two
radiocarbon assays from two different pits both returned
a date in the Middle–Late Bronze Age, ranging between
1210–830 BC (SUERC-26447, 2790 ± 35 BP; SUERC-26448,
2885±35 BP). Four sherds of pottery were recovered and,
although undiagnostic, the fabrics would not be out of place
within this period. All of this material is likely to represent
occupational debris originating from the vicinity of the cut
features.
NO 07599 30715 Site 3 consisted of three pits. These pits did
not yield any artefacts but soil samples contained fragments
of roundwood charcoal from a mixture of species, including
alder, birch, hazel and oak, with the majority consisting of
hazel. The suggested interpretation for this material is the
remains of fuel dumped into the pit. Radiocarbon assays
produced a date range in the Early Bronze Age, 2140–1910 BC
(SUERC-26442, 3645 ± 35 BP; SUERC-26446, 3640 ± 35 BP).
NO 07431 32430 An isolated pit (075) was also recorded.
The feature was circular in plan with sloping sides and flat
base of dimensions 1.0 x 0.1m deep. It contained one fill
(076), a mid-dark brownish-grey clayey silt, mottled with
mid grey-brown silt and charcoal flecks. Two small pieces
of burnt bone were recovered from the fill and a soil sample
was taken for analysis. Hazel charcoal recovered from the
sample produced a radiocarbon date of AD 70–240 at 2σ
(SUERC 26449).
The known archaeological context in the vicinity of the
pipeline route attests to domestic and ritual activity from the
Neolithic to the Iron Age and a large number of sites have
been previously recorded through aerial photography.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: Perth and Kinross Heritage
Trust SMR (intended)
Funder: Land and Marine Project Engineering Ltd on behalf of SGN

Moulin

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Gordon Muirhead

‘Cat and clay’ fireplace below hanging lum in B listed cottage at Easter
Ochilmore

Spardon Woods
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NN 913 589 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were undertaken in April 2010 for an area of proposed forestry
on the Pitlochry Estate. The work revealed the following
unrecorded sites:
NN 91327 58397 Lime kiln
NN 9113 5916 Sheepfold
NN 9091 5897 Field system
NN 9103 5882 Farmstead
NN 91503 59151 Farmstead
NN 91034 58659 Field system
NN 91225 58812 Clearance cairn
NN 91066 58575 Structures
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS
Funder: Ritchie Forestry on behalf of Pitlochry Estates Trust

Muthill
Bishop’s Bridge
R and A Page

Mill Glen, Moulin
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 94420 59340 (centred on) An evaluation of 6.4% of the
2500m2 residential development site was carried out on 26
August 2010. The area was considered of interest due to its
proximity to the core of Moulin, which is thought to date to
the Pictish period. Four trial trenches, each 20 x 2m, were
excavated and revealed topsoil overlying glacial deposits. No
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr W Forsyth

Ochilmore Farm and Cottage, Killicrankie
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NN 916 636 A photographic survey was undertaken on 6 May
2010 of farm steadings and a Category B listed cottage prior
to their redevelopment. Two in situ crucks, a fireplace and
hanging lum in the cottage were photographically recorded.
The major elevations of the cottage were also drawn.
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NN 8750 1540 An early pack bridge is incorporated in the
masonry of the present bridge carrying the A822 over the
Machany Water. Its width is similar to the pack bridge over
the River Knaik at Braco. Both were apparently built by
Bishop Ochiltree to link Dunblane and Innerpeffray.

Orwell
Burleigh Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 1291 0459 and NO 1287 0458 A watching brief was
maintained 7–15 September 2010 during the excavation of
small trenches to allow the installation of new gates in the
wall to the SW of the castle (NO 1287 0458) and in the
fence to the E (NO 1291 0459). The excavations indicated
that both areas had been subject to alteration, but that
in situ deposits might exist below the landscaping layers.
It was therefore recommended that any future groundbreaking works should be monitored.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Portmoak
Portmoak Farm
Geophysical survey
P Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 1735 0087 The resistivity survey over the site was
extended on 12 April 2010 to cover most of the accessible
area of the old burial ground, excluding those portions
once used as a rubbish dump. The line of the former N
and E walls are marked by areas of high resistivity but no
significant new archaeological features were found.

foundations, similar to the walls of the Schoolhouse. The
later house was built mainly of clay-bonded stone and
the various walls showed slightly different methods of
construction, reflecting possible re-builds and indicating
that different workers built different parts of the house.
Various alterations seem to have taken place during the
late 19th century, including the blocking of the rear door,
the creation of a window, and the construction of a brick
partition wall, which divided the house into two rooms,
each with its own closet.
Excavation between the West Ruin and the Schoolhouse
(Trench A) revealed a soakaway or rubble drain built
against the NE wall of the West Ruin. This may have been
dug in the late 19th or early 20th century to lessen the effect
of damp on the building’s foundations. A large 20th-century
water supply trench was found to have truncated an early
clay floor surface containing a circular depression, possibly
evidence of a partition wall. This floor surface provided
evidence of an earlier building on the site, possibly
the building belonging to a wall found to the SE of the
Schoolhouse in a previous excavation.
Excavation in the NW structure revealed a stone floor
bedded onto yellow sand. Below this was an earlier floor
surface of mottled clay with a posthole and a stakehole
cut into it. While the stakehole could indicate the presence
of an in internal partition wall, the larger posthole could
provide evidence of a central post supporting the roof ridge.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR (intended)
Funder: Portmoak Priory Group

Scone
Grey Stanes Stone Circle
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 1327 2646 A watching brief was undertaken on 7
October 2009 during groundworks associated with the
repair of communication equipment within the area of
the scheduled stone circle. The excavations were within
the ground disturbed during the insertion of the original
services and no significant archaeological features or
artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: BT Openreach

St Madoes
West Ruin, Old Schoolhouse, Cottown
Standing building recording and excavation
Tamlin Barton – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 2057 2102 (centred on) A historic building survey and
excavation were undertaken at the West Ruin on 19–28 July
2010. The West Ruin was known to contain 18th-century
clay and straw walls attached to a larger clay-bonded
rubble house, but the loss of the building’s roof meant
these remains were rapidly being lost. The survey indicated
that the ruin consisted of two buildings, an earlier clay
and straw walled building underlying a later clay-bonded
rubble house. Walls of the early building were constructed
from straw and clay sitting on clay-bonded fieldstone

A surviving portion of the straw and clay walled NW structure, West Ruin

Tibbermore
Huntingtower Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 0825 2512 A watching brief was undertaken on 28
January 2010 during the replacement of rotten flooring in
the S doorway to the W tower of Huntingtower Castle. The
floor was recorded both prior to and after the removal of the
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floorboards. A reduced late 15th- to early 16th-century wall
was uncovered on the same line as the S wall of the W Tower.
The current S door was originally a 17th-century window that
was converted into a doorway at a later date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Mains of Huntingtower
Watching brief and metal detector survey
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NO 0810 2510 A watching brief and metal detector survey
were undertaken on 6 July 2010 during groundbreaking
works associated with the installation of a septic tank and
related features (including tailrace and soakaway). Part
of these works crossed the eastern end of a scheduled
monument (AMH 3630 – Mains of Huntingtower, henge,
enclosure pits and road WSW of), but no features or deposits
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Historic Scotland and Perth and Kinross
Heritage Trust
Funder: Mr J Ritchie

Powside, Tibbermore
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 0503 2451 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
24 September 2009–21 June 2010 during groundworks
associated with the construction of a house. The site which
covered an area of 3500m² was considered of interest as
a possibly Bronze Age pit alignment, identified in aerial
photographs in the field to the E, may have extended onto
the site. The top soil stripping of the house footprint exposed
relatively deep topsoil and subsoil, with the natural sand only
reached on the E side of the site. The 2m deep engineers’ test
pits revealed two modern pits. The excavation of foundations
recorded open, shallow features, probably natural, undated
possible plough furrows, and obviously modern features.
No features or deposits of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Building Solutions Perth Ltd

Weem
Rock of Weem
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 84620 50428 Prominent boulder near highest point of
Rock of Weem, bearing many natural markings but has at
least three man-made cup marks.

RENFREWSHIRE
Erskine
Drumcross, Bishopton
Standing building recording
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4519 7095 A historic building recording exercise was
undertaken, 8 April 2010, on the site of a WW2 heavy antiaircraft battery, in order to assess the impact of recent largescale landscaping activities undertaken in its immediate
vicinity. The survey revealed that all the major elements of
the operations area, comprising four gun pits, two magazines
and a command post could still be identified as upstanding
remains. However, much of one gun pit and roughly half
of another had been buried beneath bunds, and some of
the structural elements of these features may have been
demolished during the landscaping process. The command
post had also been subject to partial demolition. However,
the remaining two gun pits and the magazines were in good
condition. Aerial photographs indicated that the battery’s
accommodation area had been located to the E and S of the
battery. Much of this area had been subject to landscaping,
but one upstanding stretch of brick walling was identified
that appeared to represent the footing of a Nissen hut or
similar temporary structure.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr Peter Anderson

Inchinnan
BAA Glasgow HIAL Project
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4910 6810 A watching brief was carried out 11–25 October
2010 during the replacement of lighting and the construction
of new fencing in and around the scheduled area surrounding
All Hallows Church to the NE of the runway at Glasgow
Airport.
The tracks required for new electrical cables and two new
light bases were hand and machine excavated. No significant
archaeological features were recorded in any of the excavated
areas. No artefacts, other than ones relating to 20th-century
use of the site, were observed. The quantity of made ground
uncovered outside the boundary suggest that any potential
archaeological remains have been removed by past levelling
and landscaping work. The partially upstanding remains of
the church and several fallen gravestones were still evident
within the graveyard.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: BAA Glasgow Airport

Inchinnan
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NS 48622 68090 A small fragment of Early Historic sculpture
was found by chance on the bank of the Black Cart River by
Darren Leitch, and identified by Professor Stephen Driscoll
as part of a Govan School sculpture of 10th- to 11th-century
date.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT 215/09) allocated to Paisley Museum
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Paisley
The Rock of Weem in its landscape context
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Auchengreoch Avenue, Johnstone
Evaluation

renfre wshire/scot tish borders

Douglas Gordon – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4180 6150 An evaluation was carried out on 15 October
2010 in advance of a proposed residential development. The
depth of made ground at the eastern boundary of the site
prevented a full examination of this area. All of the excavated
trenches, which covered 8% of the area, reached the natural
subsoil. All of the features recorded related to modern use of
the site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: CDP Architects Ltd

Burnbrae Road, Linwood
Evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD
NS 4408 6378 An evaluation was undertaken on 16–19
November 2009 at Burnbrae Road. The evaluation, which
consisted of the excavation of 24 trenches, uncovered some of
the sandstone and concrete foundations of Burnbrae House,
an early 19th-century Gothic-style mansion. It is possible
that some of the sandstone walls predate Burnbrae House
and may belong to an earlier structure, also called Burnbrae,
which is shown on Roy’s Military map.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: JM Estates (Scotland) Ltd

72–74 Oakshaw Street West
Watching brief
Alastair Becket – GUARD
NS 477 640 A watching brief was undertaken in four phases,
between 31 March and 13 October 2010, during demolition
and site preparation works at a development site on Oakshaw
Street. A well of probable 19th-century date was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: GD Lodge Architects

Paisley Abbey
Excavation
Robert Will – GUARD
NS 4849 6388 A limited excavation was carried out 4–13
September 2010 on the site of a major medieval drain at
Paisley Abbey. This work followed on from previous work
in 2009 to investigate the construction of the drain and the
deposits surrounding it. Although deep demolition layers
and recent levelling deposits were recorded over most of
the trench, there were areas of undisturbed archaeological
deposits. The remains of a stone foundation uncovered to
the N of the trench could be part of the monastic precinct. In
addition to possible medieval structures, more recent deposits
relating to the buildings and tenements that occupied the site
in the 19th and early 20th centuries were also recorded.
Volunteers from the Renfrew Local History Forum took part
in the excavation.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Renfrewshire Council Paisley North Local Area Committee,
the Scottish Community Foundation and Historic Scotland

Strathcarron Drive, Dykebar Hill
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 4989 6225 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
1 December 2009 on the site of a residential development.
The focus of the watching brief was the S side of a WW2
bunker which is located on the SW side of a WW2 antiaircraft battery. The bunker is situated on the N boundary of
the development area, near to the summit of Dykebar Hill.
The bunker revetting/ramping material consisted of soil
and rubble containing modern finds. The ramping material

was machine cleared from the S face of the bunker and this
revealed the outside (S face) of a brick blast wall on the E
side of the bunker. Part of the W side of the bunker remained
masked by soil deposits that were left in situ. No finds or
features pre-dating the construction of the WW2 bunker
were found.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: O’Brien Properties Ltd

Watermill Hotel Extension
Evaluation
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4860 6368 An evaluation was carried out 9–18 August
2010 on the site of a proposed development to the rear of
the 19th-century mill buildings that are now in use as the
Watermill Hotel. A number of demolished wall footings
were uncovered, which represented the remains of a group
of buildings arranged around a central courtyard, shown on
historic maps of the area from the early 19th century onwards.
Despite the damage caused by the later demolition works,
which reduced these structures to ground level, the pend
through which the courtyard had once been accessed and
the earlier deposits sealed beneath it remained intact. These
deposits were explored in a subsequent phase of works, and
revealed a primary bedding layer for the pend and courtyard,
overlying a soil horizon which predated the structures. Two
fragments of medieval pottery, dating from between the 12th
and 14th centuries, were recovered from the underlying soil
horizon, which was itself found to directly overlie bedrock.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: SPMCC

Windyhill, Johnstone
Walkover survey and evaluation
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4360 6115 A walkover survey was undertaken in respect
of the proposed woodland planting scheme at Johnstone
in November 2009. The survey confirmed the presence of
remains associated with Windyhill, a farmsteading first
shown on Roy’s Military map of 1747–55. The farm buildings
were almost completely removed in the late 20th century,
with piles of rubble still remaining over much of the site. The
locations of some of these buildings could still be identified
as low footings and concrete platforms.
A small, roofed brick-built structure, apparently existing
in isolation, was identified at NS 4358 6135 within the
limits of a wooded plantation first established in the early
19th century. Its purpose could not be established but it was
clearly of recent date and may have been associated with the
extensive woodland clearance which took place here during
the mid-20th century.
Reports: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Central Scotland Forest Trust

SCOTTISH BORDERS
Broughton, Glenholm and Kilbucho
Stirkfield Farm, Broughton
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1019 4066 A watching brief was carried out on 10 May
2010 during topsoil stripping in advance of the construction
of a new house. The removal of topsoil from a 15 x 10m area
and the excavation of an associated service trench revealed
no archaeological features or artefacts.
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Cockburn

of Burnhead Farm is a length of turf covered bank, c350m
long by 0.7m wide and 0.5m high.

Cavers

Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Winningtonrig Farm, Hawick
Watching brief
John Gooder – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 5011 0949 – NT 4969 0948 – NT 4937 0956 A watching
brief was carried out 17–31 August 2009 during groundbreaking works associated the excavation of 14 foundation
pits for new electricity poles. The route passed through
a former military camp but no archaeological features or
finds were encountered.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Power

Channelkirk

Greenside
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 23905 54125 Approximately 200m SE of Craigburn are
the remains of a S-facing building shown on the 1st Edition
OS map as Greenside. The building measures 11.3 x 5.8m,
but has been reduced to turf banks with stones showing
through, with a doorway in the S wall. Adjacent to the N
of the building is a turf-banked enclosure measuring 21 x
18m. To the W is an old track running N–S.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Channelkirk Cottage, Oxton
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 496 534 A desk-based assessment and watching
brief were carried out October–November 2009 prior
to the construction of a house extension. The site was
considered of interest as it sits within a Roman marching
camp (NT45SE 5). The remains of the mortared floor of
a previously unknown building were identified during
the watching brief. However, the area had been terraced
and stripped down to bedrock at an earlier date and no
archaeological finds or deposits relating to the Roman camp
were recorded.

Harcus Burn
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 2625 4860 Near where an unnamed burn joins Harcus
Burn, c1km NE of Boreland Farm is a group of three ring
enclosures. All are turf covered banks, the one to the W
measuring 12m in external diameter, with banks 2m wide
and 0.5m high. The northerly one measures 16m externally,
with banks 2m wide and 0.2m high. The third, to the E,
measures 16.5m externally with banks 2m wide and 1m
high, with an entrance on the W side. Some 50m to the SE
of the group is a curvilinear bank, c30m long, 2m wide and
0.6m high, with a prominent groove along the top. All are
depicted on the current OS maps.

Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: KB Architecture and Design

Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Eddleston

Kilburn
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 23991 53379 Kilburn 1 Approximately 950m S of
Craigburn are the remains of the farmstead shown as
Kilburn on the 1st Edition OS map. All that can be seen is
a small piece of mortared wall c2 x 1m, built into a knoll.
NT 23788 53565 Kilburn 2 Approximately 400m NW of
Kilburn 1, and on the right bank of the Kilburn are the
remains of another building, 10.5 x 5m with a small add-on
at its E end. This is S-facing with a doorway in the S wall.
The walls are tumbled, but stand generally to 1m in height
and are covered in vegetation. To the W of the building
there are cultivation remains, stretching for 20m, between
the modern dyke and the burn.
NT 23831 53626 Kilburn 3 Approximately 150m NE
of Kilburn 2 are the remains of a third building, aligned
roughly N–S, 9 x 5m, with doorway in the E wall. The
walls are tumbled, stand generally to 1m and are covered
in vegetation. Immediately to the W are cultivation remains
c25 x 15m enclosed by a turf bank.

Craigfoot
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 24019 54220 Approximately 200m E of Craigburn are the
footings of a building known as Craigfoot. This is shown on
the 1st Edition OS map with an enclosure to the N. It is
S-facing, 9.3 x 5.5m, reduced to one course of stone and
covered in turf, with a doorway in the middle of the S wall.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Ferniehole
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 25283 57120 Approximately 1.5km N of Kingside Farm
are the remains of the farmstead shown as Ferniehole on
the 1st Edition OS map. It consists of two parallel ranges
c10m apart, now reduced to turf banks, with some stone
showing through, c0.2m high. The ranges are aligned NE–
SW, the easterly one being c28 x 8m and subdivided into
three, with the westerly one being c18 x 8m and divided into
two. Approximately 11m to the NE is a circular depression
c4m across.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Greenfield Knowe
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 26347 46833 – NT 26084 46631 Approximately 700m N
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Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Nether Falla
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 2309 5275 – NT 2415 5267 A substantial turf bank, c4m
wide, 1m high and c1km in length separates the farm of
Easter Deans to the N and Cowieslinn/Nether Falla to the S.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

scot tish borders
Observer
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 2506 5360 The 1st Edition OS map shows a building on
the track that divided Spurlens Rig and Scarce Rig, with the
curious name of Observer. The building has been demolished
and all that can be seen are a 10m square patch of grass
amongst reeds, a few stones that may have been a well, and
pottery and mortar showing in molehills.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Spurlens
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 25216 54906 (centred on) Approximately 700m SE of
Kingside Farm are the remains of the farmstead shown on
the 1st Edition OS map as Spurlens (ruins of). It comprises
two possible buildings c15 x 8m and 10 x 5m, reduced to turf
banks with some stone showing through, and two roughly
rectangular fields, 20 x 15m, and 15 x 12m, adjacent to which
is a circular field 35m in diameter. The turf banks enclosing
the fields are of variable height.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Tileworks House
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 2395 5232 About 500m NW of Nether Falla Farm is the
ruin of Tileworks House, all that remains of the tile works
shown on the 1st Edition OS map. The walls stand mostly to
roof level, and the roof has collapsed. The old brick kiln to
the NW of the house has been demolished and a depression
to the W of the house marks the location of the clay pit.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Weary Burn
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 26950 46976 Approximately 1.1km NE of Burnhead Farm,
on sloping ground near to the Weary Burn, is a circular turf
banked enclosure, 12m in external diameter, with banks 2m
wide and 0.5m high.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Weary Burn
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 27019 46935 Approx 1.2 km NE of Burnhead Farm, on
sloping ground near to the Weary Burn, is pile of stones
3m in diameter and 0.2m high, mostly covered in grass and
moss, and considered to be a clearance cairn.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Ednam
Ferneyhill Toll, Kelso
Geophysical survey and test pits
Christine Rennie – GUARD
NT 7333 3572 A geophysical survey was undertaken 8–12
March 2010 of a proposed cemetery development area at
land S of Ferneyhill Toll. The survey of 40% of the proposed
development area was followed by test pitting in areas where

geophysical anomalies had been encountered. Three linear
features and two possible structures were recorded during
the survey, but it could not be ascertained if these features
related to the medieval hospital of St Leonards, or the postmedieval farmstead of Spittal, which documentary and
cartographic records indicate formerly occupied this site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Ettrick
Cat Cleuch, Chapelhope
Field visit
Tom Welsh
NT 2244 1901 On a knoll N of a track, there is a structure
6.5 x 4m over a 1.3m wall.
Archive: RCAHMS 2010/76 MS/6289

Chapelhope
Field visit
Tom Welsh
NT 2228 1895 The modern sheepfold (11m diameter)
overlies an oval enclosure 14 by 11m, on a knoll enhanced by
ditches E and W and an old stream course S. Extending W a
foundation 20 x 8m, which is partly overlain on the NW by a
track embankment and other remains.
Archive: RCAHMS 2010/76 MS/6289

Chapelhope House
Field visit
Tom Welsh
NT 2302 1901 Chapelhope House lies within a trapezoidal
ditched and banked enclosure. This is mainly evident N of
the house and has been remodelled as a ha-ha on E front.
Archive: RCAHMS 2010/76 MS 6288

Court Know, Chapelhope
Field visit
Tom Welsh
NT 2311 1912 A circular stony mound under trees 6m SW
of milestone, may be the Court Knowe described in CraigBrown’s History of Selkirkshire 1886 Vol I p293, though it is
only slightly encroached, not bisected by the modern road.
Archive: RCAHMS 2010/76 MS/6288

Rodono Chapel, Chapelhope
Field visit
Tom Welsh
NT 2304 1888 There appear to be cultivation strips
comparable with cord rig within the enclosure in the NE
arc, comprising ridges 1.3m wide and furrows 0.3m wide.
The supposed chapel foundation lies on a slight rise within
the enclosure and the ridges overlie the rise perimeter. The
enclosure bank on the SW to SSE follows a different curvature
from the northern part, and does not seem to close with the
remainder of the circuit where the road encroaches on the E;
this bank is also higher and narrower. A report with sketch
plan showing these features and the adjacent enclosures E
and W of the road and SSE of The Old Schoolhouse has been
deposited with RCAHMS under 2010/76 MS/6288.
South Grain, Chapelhope
Field visit
Tom Welsh
NT 2156 1878 On an eminence, there is a semi-circular
wall foundation 3m broad, 5m internal diameter, and other
remains.
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Summerhope
Field visit
Tom Welsh
NT 2364 2116 In bracken 27m NW of bridge, there is a stony
mound 11m diameter, part robbed within S arc.
Archive: RCAHMS 2010/76 MS6299

a car park on the former site of Wilson’s Mill. A number of
features including concrete foundations, a possible machine
or chimney base and a tarmac road were recorded. All of the
remains appeared to be 20th-century in origin and to relate to
the final period of activity at the mill prior to its demolition
in the mid-20th century.

Hawick

Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Commercial Road, Hawick
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 5020 1500 A watching brief was undertaken on 23
September 2010 during ground-breaking works associated
with the insertion of fuel storage tanks at the site of the
former Dangerfields and Langlands Mills. A single trench,
12m x 6m, was excavated to a maximum depth of 4m and
revealed a number of small stone foundations below a large
amount of demolition material and a single rubble stone
wall. All of the features recorded are thought to relate to the
19th- and 20th-century mills that were previously located on
the site.

Cross base, Queen Mary’s House, Jedburgh
Survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 6516 2066 A high resolution laser scan survey was carried
out on 16 March 2010 on the Anglo-Saxon cross base in the
grounds of Queen Mary’s House. Although very eroded, the
carvings on the stone were enhanced by the production of
a sub-millimetre resolution solid digital mesh viewed under
varied lighting conditions. A range of orthographic views of
the stone and animated fly-throughs were produced.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Halcrow Yolles

Heriot
Carcant Wind Farm
Survey, watching brief and evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 360 530 (centred on) An initial reconnaissance survey
carried out in 2006 identified ten sites consisting of a wall
and gate pillar, an enclosure, two quarry scoops, two cairns,
a raised circular platform of possible prehistoric date, two
dry stone field walls and an area of probable peat workings.
With the possible exception of the circular platform, the
features identified were thought to relate to 19th-/20th-century
agricultural improvements.
A series of watching briefs, an evaluation and a further
survey along the proposed line of an electrical cable route
were undertaken June–December 2009. The survey identified
a further length of dry stone wall and the denuded remains of
an enclosure, which is depicted on the 1st Edition 6” OS map
of 1854. The watching briefs and evaluation did not identify
any archaeological features.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Airtricity Holdings Ltd

Hownam
Upper Chatto Farm
Watching brief
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 76700 17275 A watching brief was undertaken on 3
December 2009 during ground-breaking works associated
with the construction of a house. No archaeological features
or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CKD Galbraith LLP

Jedburgh
Canongate Car Park
Watching brief
Fraser MacRae – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 6512 2050 A watching brief was undertaken 1–11 March
2010 during groundworks associated with the construction of
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3-D solid mesh of the cross base at Queen Mary’s House

Jedburgh Abbey
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 650 204 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 12 April 2010 during the excavation of four small holes
for new signs. Three were located around the cloister, with
the fourth towards the SW corner of the Abbey Church. At
the three locations where existing signs were being replaced
the excavations revealed disturbed ground. The fourth trench
was dug in previously undisturbed ground in the NW corner
of the cloister, just to the E of the W gravel path around
the cloister. This trench contained topsoil overlying deposits
that probably relate to recent landscaping. The trenches’
basal rubble rich deposit may represent immediate postreformation demolition or later clearance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Kirkurd
Land NE of Old Toll, Kirkurd, West Linton
Watching brief
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 1244 4437 A watching brief was undertaken on 21
December 2009 during the machine cleaning of a prestripped area prior to the construction of a house. The
site was considered of interest as it sits within a Roman
marching camp (NT14SW 37) and close to a number of
prehistoric sites. The stripping of a 23 x 10m area removed
the final 0.2–0.4m of topsoil and revealed the underlying
undisturbed glaciofluvial deposits. No archaeological finds
or deposits were recorded.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders SMR (intended)
Funder: Tinto Construction Ltd

Melrose
Colmslie Farm, Langshaws
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 511 398 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
in July 2010 during the removal of topsoil from the site of a
new cattle shed at Colmslie Farm. The site was considered
of interest as a chapel or grange (NT53NW 7) may once
have been present in this field. No features other than field
drains were identified and no finds were recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: William Montgomery

Melrose Abbey and Precinct: Priory Farm
Watching brief
David Murray and Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5482 3433 As part of a programme of work to
consolidate the NE corner of the N range of Priory Farm
two trial trenches were excavated at the bases of two
walls, one on the N-facing elevation, and one to the E. A
watching brief was carried out on 14 October 2009 during
the excavations. Evidence of relatively recent landscaping,
in the form of demolished brick walls and a levelled ground
surface, was recorded but there were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Newhouses to Calfhill Natural Gas Pipeline
Evaluation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 513 448 – NT 513 387 An evaluation of several magnetic
anomalies, identified during a gradiometer survey along the
route of the proposed pipeline, was carried out 26–30 April
2010. The anomalies were found to reflect abrupt changes in
the natural subsoil and bedrock rather than archaeological
features. An evaluation of the pipeline diversion route
around Threepwood Farm recorded a substantial rubble
drain close to the site of the farm and vestigial traces of rig
and furrow.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Groundwork Archaeology Ltd for Scottish Gas
Networks

St Mary’s School
Evaluation and excavation
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 545 342 An evaluation and subsequent excavation
between October–November 2009 uncovered a multi-period

site within the scheduled area of the Abbey Precinct. The
principal features included the remains of a kiln and a
number of ditches.
The kiln survives as a large pit with a cruciform floor
composed of re-used sandstone blocks and medieval floor
tiles, with evidence for a draw-hole/stoke-hole. Preliminary
comparative analysis suggests it may have been a lime kiln.
The initial assessment of the tile suggests a late 13th-/14thcentury date.
A large ditch, in the region of c5m wide by 1.5m
deep that would have provided a substantial landscape
boundary, ran across the site. This ditch was respected
by a secondary ditch, on the same orientation as the first,
with the fragmentary remains of a later earth and stone
bank sealing both ditches and probably dating to the postmedieval period. Other features and deposits included a
series of intercutting pits of unknown purpose, and postmedieval garden soils. Post-excavation analysis is ongoing.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: St Mary’s School

The Stable Court, Abbotsford Estate, Melrose
Standing building recording
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 50692 34254 The Stable Court is of largely 19th-century
date with later alterations. It lies directly to the NW of
Abbotsford House, the home of Sir Walter Scott and forms
part of his original design. The building is in a semi-derelict
condition and the heavy snowfall in early 2010 resulted
in the further collapse of roofs. A building survey and
historical research into the development of the building
was carried out February–March 2010 during a programme
of clearance and stabilization works.
A full digital photographic survey of the parts of Stables
Court that could be safely accessed was carried out
before, during and after the clearance work. The exterior
elevations and the interiors were all photographed, as were
architectural details, wall surfaces and other significant
individual features and details. The site was then surveyed,
planned and elevations drawn at a scale of 1:50. One
notable find was a sculpted stone spout incorporated into
the exterior wall of the building. The stone appears to be
of medieval date and is one of many historically significant
stones collected by Sir Walter Scott and incorporated into
the buildings at Abbotsford. It is in the form of a grotesque
animal head, possibly a lion, of Romanesque character
and may have been recovered during works to St Giles’
Cathedral, Edinburgh in the early 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Mertoun
Dryburgh Abbey
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart and David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5915 3168 A watching brief was maintained on 22
February 2010 during the excavation of trenches associated
with the installation of a power supply to the parlour in
the E range of Dryburgh Abbey. The deposits revealed
inside the parlour indicated that the present floor is of
19th-century or later date. However, the original floor level
may survive beneath the modern floor at a similar depth to
the apparently medieval deposits recorded in the exterior
trench.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Peebles
Peebles Old Parish Church and
Courthouse Restaurant, Peebles
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25049 40406 A watching brief carried out 13–15 April
2010, during the construction of an access ramp, recorded a
number of archaeological features. The removal of ivy and
scrub revealed the remnants of two walls; associated cobbled
floors and two further walls were subsequently recorded
during the excavation of foundation pits. The features appear
to relate to industrial buildings depicted on the 1865 OS large
scale town plan of Peebles.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Civil Engineering

Selkirk
South Bridge House, Whinfield Road, Selkirk
Watching brief
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 4662 2886 A watching brief was carried out June–
August 2010 during ground-breaking work associated with
the construction of a new depot and office extension. The
development is located on the former site of a factory and Selkirk
Station, a Victorian railway station and yard. The watching
brief identified fragmentary evidence of the 1970s factory and
a large, heavily disturbed piece of mortar-bonded sandstone
rubble foundation. Although its function and date could not be
determined, it was probably associated with the former railway
station or yard. Two modern demolition cuts recorded in the
trenches provided evidence of the comprehensive demolition
process that had previously taken place on this site.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Hart Builders (Edinburgh) Ltd

Sunderland Farm Cottages
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins and Donald Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological
Field Society
NT 47300 30873 A geophysical survey was carried out on the
garden to the S of 9 Sunderland Farm Cottages, where Mr
David Beaver had excavated substantial clay-bonded building
foundations. The survey of eight 20 x 20m squares detected
no further wall lines, although amorphous high resistance
anomalies were detected. The survey was extended to the
N of the cottages where rig and furrow, possible building
remains and field boundaries were noted. The survey was
then extended to the E side of the A707 which bisects the
site and further possible traces of buildings, field boundaries
and a substantial low resistance area were noted. The low
resistance area appears to link up with a similar area to the
W of the road but could be geological in nature. This work
was carried out from 10 April–21 June 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Scottish Borders Council, Mr and Mrs D Beaver and EAFS

Spott
Friardykes Steading
Standing building recording and watching brief
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 6618 6805 A Level 1–2 standing building survey of
Friardykes farm cottage showed that the main walls of the
cottage were rubble-built with dressed surrounds. The walls
supported a modern roof. Two fireplaces and a flagstone floor
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in the living room and boiler room were of 19th-century date.
A watching brief undertaken during stripping of the building
interior, building demolition and foundation removal did not
record any earlier internal features or evidence of any earlier
remains. Two field drains were exposed during foundation
removal. Topsoil stripping around the cottage exposed ground
disturbance to the SE of the building associated with modern
drainage. This work was carried out in September 2009.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: Scottish Borders Council
SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Natural Power Consultants Ltd.

Stobo
Easter Happrew Farm
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1895 3923 An evaluation was carried out on 28 September
2009 prior to the development of a proposed poultry shed at
Easter Happrew Farm. Fives trenches covering a total area
of c450m2 were excavated in the footprint of the shed. The
evaluation identified the basal remains of a hearth containing
fragments of prehistoric pottery.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Glenrath Farms Ltd

Swinton
Swinton Parish Church
Evaluation
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 8382 4768 An evaluation was carried out in June 2010 on
the site of a proposed garage immediately to the N of the 12thcentury parish church. Five trenches were excavated across the
site and directly adjacent to the church’s boundary wall. No
significant archaeological features or artefacts were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: John Cowe Motors

Traquair
Kirkbride House, Traquair
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 320 335 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken in
November 2009 during the excavation of foundation and service
trenches, associated with an extension to an existing outhouse,
adjacent to the cemetery of Traquair parish church. A cobbled
yard was recorded as was the foundation trench for a wall,
which has since been robbed out. No finds were recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Fiona Martynoga

Yarrow
Glenagaber
Field visit
Tom Welsh
NT 2242 2326 Cairn 14m in diameter, robbed out on top.
There are traces of a ditch to the E and W and a bank and
ditch to the S. 40m WSW along the escarpment crest is a cairn
of white stones, 11 x 3m and other remains in the vicinity.
Archive: RCAHMS 2010/76 MS6290

Mill Knowe, Glenagaber
Field visit
Tom Welsh
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NT 2190 2318 The remains of a mill, 40m N of road, across
artificial channel starting at NT 2185 2323 and running SE
then S. The E part is a mound 7 x 6m; W of the channel is
a platform, 20m long x 7m deep, cut into the slope. Another
foundation 13 x 6m was recorded on the N side. This is 500m
SE of the gold workings (NT22SW 1).
Archive: RCAHMS 2010/76 MS6290

Yetholm
Duncanhaugh Mill, Yetholm
Evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 8194 2710 An evaluation was carried out in February
2010 on land N of Duncanhaugh Mill in advance of the
construction of a house. Cartographic evidence suggested
that this area had been occupied since at least the late 16th
century; Roy’s military survey of c1750 depicts four structures
at this approximate location. Trial trenching identified no
features, deposits or finds of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: David Welsh

Thirlestane House
Chance find
Trevor Cowie and C Bowles – National Museums Scotland
NT 80 28 An extremely fine bronze spearhead with lunate
openings and incised concentric circles on the blade was
reported by John Wylie and Catherine Ross. It had been
discovered in November 2009 near the N side of the house, in
an area of garden ground that had been heavily landscaped.
As a result the original context remains enigmatic, but in view
of the recovery of other high status LBA metalwork nearby,
in the form of the well-known deposit of three beaten bronze
shields, it is possible that this represents the rediscovery of
a 19th-century bog find from the immediate Yetholm area.
Spearheads with lunate openings in the blade represent one
of the innovations of the Wilburton phase of the Late Bronze
Age (c1140–1020 BC) and continue into the succeeding Ewart
Park phase (c1020–800 BC). In Scotland, such spearheads
have been found in hoards of weaponry from Duddingston
Loch, Edinburgh, Midlothian, Peelhill, Lanarkshire and
Ballimore, Argyll.
Claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT 11/10) allocated to Scottish Borders
Council Museums

West Linton
Blythe Bank Farm, Blyth Bridge
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1413 4735 A programme of archaeological works was
carried out 14–16 September 2009 prior to the construction
of poultry sheds and associated access roads on an area
of arable farmland at Blythe Bank Farm. The evaluation
consisted of the excavation of 25 trenches (c2250m2), with
five trenches covering a total area of c450m2 placed in
the footprint of each shed. The majority of the trenches
contained no archaeological features. The remains of
a possible sheepfold and a relict field boundary were
identified, but no evidence relating to the 18th-century
village of Longstruther, which once lay in the area, was
recorded. The small assemblage of unstratified lithics
recovered from the topsoil contained a microlith microscraper and a narrow blade.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Glenrath Farms Ltd

SHETLAND ISLANDS
Delting
Laggan-Tormore
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Paul Sharman – Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology
HU 4100 7450 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were undertaken in 2009/10 in advance of the construction
of a gas processing plant at the Sullom Voe oil terminal,
a pipeline to the terminal through Orka Voe to the N and
second pipeline from the terminal to Firths Voe. This work,
which formed part of an EIA, continued the work carried out
by EASE Archaeology (DES 2007, 175).
A total of 109 sites (71 previously unrecorded) were
identified, comprising for the most part post-medieval
crofting remains. Two prehistoric sub-peat dykes were
recorded and 11 mounds that could be prehistoric or natural
peat growths require further evaluation. Norse and medieval
sites also potentially exist below some of the crofting remains,
especially at Crooksetter (HU 4073 7674) and the cleared
township of Garth (HU 4106 7457).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and Shetland SMR
Report: www.laggan-tormore.com/environment2.cfm?enviro ID=2
Funder: Xodus AURORA and TOTAL E and P UK Ltd

Laggan-Tormore
Geophysical survey and coring
Amanda Brend – ORCA Geophysics
HU 396 753 A geophysical survey and geoarchaeological
coring were undertaken January–October 2010 prior to
work commencing on the Laggan-Tormore gas pipeline.
A magnetometer survey was conducted on the segments
of the proposed pipeline, access road and gas processing
plant where the peat cover was <0.8m. Geoarchaeological
coring was undertaken in the areas where the peat cover
was >0.8m. Ground penetration radar and electromagnetic
techniques were used to supplement the coring programme.
Data processing from the surveys is ongoing.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Total E and P UK Ltd

Laggan-Tormore – Crooksetter Hill
Excavation
Amanda Brend – ORCA
HU 396 753 A watching brief was carried out August–October
2010 during peat stripping prior to the construction of a gas
processing plant. During the work a series of archaeological
features was discovered underlying c15m of peat on a terrace
on the gentle lower slope of Crooksetter Hill.
Structure A was the remnants of a possible Neolithic or
Early Bronze Age structure measuring c7m in diameter.
The structure was built of granite boulders, some of which
were fairly substantial, particularly at its northern end. The
building seemed to have been constructed on an old ground
surface which had formed on glacial till. The NW wall of
the building was the best preserved part, measuring 1.3m at
its widest point. This wall was more fragmentary elsewhere
and it is possible that the stone had been robbed during the
construction of later structures around it. A hearth, which
appeared to have been repaired and remodelled several times
and a recess, which had been created against the NW wall,
were recorded inside the building. A series of occupation
deposits, rich in charcoal, had also been preserved. These
deposits were better preserved, or confined to, the central
and southern areas of the building. A series of hillwash
deposits overlay and effectively sealed Structure A.
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An oval structure constructed of coursed masonry with a
paved base was recorded c4m NW of Structure A. A spread
of stone was recorded extending from the top of the chamber
and some of this may represent tumble, possibly from the
cairn material which overlay the feature. However, some of
the stone formed a kerbed edge and this feature, Structure
B, probably represented a cist, although no human remains
were recovered.
A ‘heel’-shaped cairn, was recorded to the S of Structure
A. Parts of the cairn (Structure C) overlay the hillwash while
other parts were built on a later layer of peat. The S part of
Structure C was built of large boulders with smaller stone
packing, while on the N side the stone was much larger, a
variation which gave the structure a less coherent overall
form. The cairn had a neat façade and some parts to the rear
of the structure were faced with orthostats. On its SE side was
an inner horseshoe-shaped chamber. This small chamber
contained large amounts of pottery, largely confined to its
N side. The variable quality of the construction of Structure
C and its construction on different surfaces, may suggest
that this monument underwent modification over time. Two
slots excavated through the cairn revealed that some of the
deposits associated with Structure A appeared to continue
beneath it.
Lying just S of Structure C, and again post-dating Structure
A, was a beautifully constructed trapezoidal stone-built
feature, Structure D. This structure was topped with a layer
of white quartz pebbles. Although the form and careful
construction of this feature suggested that it may be a
funerary monument, such as a cist, it was fairly shallow in
nature and no human remains were recovered. Chemical
analysis of soil samples from within this feature may indicate
otherwise. A further possible cist, Structure E, immediately
W of Structure D, had been badly truncated on its western
edge by peat cutting.
A kerbed structure to the W of Structure B was associated
with rich anthropogenic deposits, including possible in
situ burning and dense charcoal patches. However, this
feature had been truncated during peat stripping making
interpretation difficult. Other features revealed to the N of
the main site included a substantial boulder boundary wall,
which appeared to form a circuit around the N, E and S of
the main site. Further spreads of stone recorded between
the main site and the boundary wall were also investigated,
including a possible multi-cellular structure and a further
cairn with an inner chamber and outer kerb.
Archive: Shetland SMR
Funder: Total E and P UK

Fetlar
Fetlar Breakwater
Desk-based assessment and field survey
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HU 5839 9382 A desk-based assessment and field survey were
undertaken during May 2010 in advance of the development
of a breakwater and associated borrow pit at Fetlar ferry
terminal. Eight features of interest were noted, comprising
one possible chapel site and seven features thought to be
associated with 18th- to 20th-century crofting activity.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Shetland Islands Council

Lerwick
Lerwick Harbour
Radiocarbon dating
ND Melton – University of Bradford
HU 4730 4470 In May 2008 a dredging operation was
undertaken to deepen the narrow channel of the N entrance
to Lerwick Harbour between Green Head Quay and Scottle
Home. Water depth was deepened to 9m by suction dredging
with the sediment being pumped ashore. A large quantity of
woody material was collected from the dredged sediment by
Tom Jamieson and Allen Fraser. A sample of the wood was
sent to the University of Bradford where it was identified as
birch (Betula sp.) and a radiocarbon date of 5670–5550 cal
BC (95.4% confidence) was obtained (GU-17169). The date
suggests that there is potentially a drowned Early Neolithic
landscape present in Bressay Voe, especially as similar
quantities of woody material are said to have been present
in sediments from the 1990 dredging of the N side of the voe
between Sandwick and the Bay of Heogan.
Archive: Historic Scotland (radiocarbon date)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Northmaven
Fethaland Fishing Station
Survey
Tom Dawson – The SCAPE Trust
HU 3750 9427 A detailed survey of the Fishing Station
at Fethaland was undertaken 1–12 August 2010 due to
concerns over the stability of the buildings, some of which
are threatened by erosion. The work was undertaken as a
collaborative project between SCAPE and Queen’s University,
Belfast.

Dunrossness
Jarlshof
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
HU 398 095 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
during minor excavations on 8–9 February 2010. A small area
of previously recorded collapsed dry stone wall, towards the
N end of what are thought to be medieval structures to the
NE of the Old House was removed. The exposed core of the
wall was recorded photographically and the wall was then
reconstructed using the original stone and with reference to
archival photographs. The removal of stones and a narrow
strip of turf from three small areas of the ‘cobbled’ path
was also monitored. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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A laser scan elevation of one of the buildings at Fethaland

The fishing station is a scheduled monument at the
northern tip of Northmavine. It was the centre of the
seasonal haaf fisheries, and crews travelled many miles in
small boats (sixereens) to catch deep sea fish such as ling,
cod and tusk. The station consists of a number of buildings,
including the remains of store houses and structures that

shetland islands

housed boat crews and shore workers. At least 32 individual
structures were noted during the survey, some of which
were sub-divided meaning that there would have originally
been more structures. Several of the buildings are reduced to
foundation level, but an examination of historic photographs
showed that many of the flattened buildings were in this
state at the end of the 19th century. Three structures are
collapsing as a result of erosion and many more are very
close to the coast edge.
The fishing station was recorded with a terrestrial laser
scanner. Data was captured by John Meneely using a Leica
3-D laser scanner (HDS 3000). The resulting data was used
to create elevations and plans of every building. Additionally,
a 3-D model of the fishing village was constructed and used
to model future storm surge and sea level rise scenarios.
A detailed photographic survey of every building was
undertaken, with images annotated with notes on building
condition, architectural features, etc. Detailed archival
research undertaken in Shetland Museum supported the
project.
The SCAPE Trust and Queen’s University, Belfast thank
the Murray family for allowing access to the fishing station
and for their interest in the project. Thanks go to John
Mackenzie of SAT for organising the project and logistics.
Archive: RCAHMS and Shetland Archives. Report: Is available on the
SCAPE website
Funder: Historic Scotland and Shetland Amenity Trust

Gilgordie Brogs, Central North Roe
Survey
Torben Bjarke Ballin – Lithic Research
HU 340 850 – HU 340 858 As part of ongoing preparations
for a future detailed investigation of the Neolithic quarrying
of felsite in northern Shetland, the two main quarry zones
(Beorgs of Uyea and Midfield near Ronas Hill) were revisited
and compared. However, the main focus of this year’s survey
was to find and inspect an extensive felsite dyke immediately
S of Roer Water (Gilgordie Brogs), which had been identified
on geological maps but not examined.
During the 2010 survey of the main quarry areas Dr Ballin
found a completed, but unpolished, axehead rough-out of
typical Neolithic type at the Beorgs of Uyea and a large
rough-out for a Shetland knife at a workshop on the hill of
Midfield. This, supported by observed differences in terms
of the character of the two areas’ felsite waste products,
suggests that at the Beorgs mainly axeheads were produced,
and on Midfield the production focused on the manufacture
of Shetland knives.
The felsite dyke at Gilgordie Brogs was located and it was
possible to follow it for almost 1km. In many places the
N–S trending dyke was up to 5m thick. In several places
it had been ‘nibbled’ rather than extensively quarried and
small workshops were observed along its entire length.
Some poorly executed axehead rough-outs were found, but
in general the production appeared to be rather expedient.
It is possible that, while the two key quarry areas of the
Beorgs and Midfield were specialized production sites
focusing on axehead and knife manufacture, respectively,
the area between those two sites, in the boggy areas around
the many small lochs, may have been exploited in a more
ad hoc and less specialized fashion. The remains of a small
structure were noticed towards the N end the dyke, but it
was not possible to determine the date or function of this
building.
Torben Bjarke Ballin was accompanied during this survey
by Professor Gabriel Cooney, The University of Dublin, and
Dr Ditlev Mahler, The National Museum of Denmark.

Two felsite axehead rough-outs found during survey work in 2010. The
teardrop-shaped piece to the right has been completed without fracturing
and only lacks its final polish. Photograph courtesy of Prof. Gabriel Cooney,
University of Dublin

Unst
Field Systems Surrounding Two Longhouses at Hamar
Combined geophysical and geochemical analysis
Robert Legg – University of Bradford
HP 6463 0933 The survey and soil sampling work conducted
5–17 October 2010 aimed to further define possible multiple
relict field systems identified in 2009 (DES 2009, 166–167),
and to obtain samples which may make it possible to model
the distribution of past agricultural land use around the two
longhouses. An auger was used to obtain c70 soil samples for
geochemical analysis. A large proportion of the area surveyed
in 2009 using earth resistance was re-surveyed using a
fluxgate gradiometer. The survey area was then extended S
by an additional 60 x 100m. The area covered by the 2009
magnetic susceptibility was also extended S by an additional
c60 x 60m. The survey results appear to highlight a number
of relict field edges, at a number of different orientations,
which will be further investigated during data modelling.
Archive: RCAHMS and Shetland SMR
Funder: University of Bradford and Hunter Archaeological and
Historical Trust

Watlee
Combined geophysical and geochemical analysis
Robert Legg – University of Bradford
HP 5962 0521 Fieldwork to investigate the remains of a
rectangular house and associated field boundaries, close to
the eastern shore of Loch Watlee, was carried out 22 July–10
August 2010. The survey aimed to define the remains of the
longhouse, its adjacent yards and immediate environs, with
the data then being used to model past land use around the
farmstead and how it changed through time. The fieldwork
incorporated earth resistance and fluxgate gradiometer
geophysical surveys of a 120 x 120m area. A total of 105 soil
samples were taken around the longhouse at intervals of 10
x 10m. The position of the sampling points and any extant
archaeological remains were recorded using a Total Station.
In addition to the longhouse and the field boundaries the
geophysical survey identified a number of abandoned field
systems. It would seem likely that these relate to several
different periods, which will be investigated with data
modelling.
Archive: RCAHMS and Shetland SMR
Funder: University of Bradford and Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland
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SOUTH AYRSHIRE
Ayr
11 Eglinton Terrace
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 3330 2220 A watching brief was undertaken on 3
December 2010 during ground-breaking works associated
with the construction of a house extension and garage. No
significant archaeological features or artefacts were observed.
However, as the excavations did not reach the underlying
natural geology the archaeological potential of the site has
not been fully explored.

Axe-hammer from Colmonell

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr Alexander

Coylton

High Abbothill Farm
Historic building recording and watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 376 189 A building survey and watching brief, on all
ground-breaking work, was undertaken 22 July–5 October
2010, prior to alterations to the existing structures. The
building survey recorded a typical 19th-century farm
steading consisting of a farmhouse, byre, barn and an
additional small outbuilding that may have originally been
used as a dairy. The structures had all been added to and
altered over time and the function of the buildings, with
the exception of the farmhouse and possibly the byre,
had also changed. The only feature or find recorded that
may predate the 19th century was a mortared wall, of
indeterminate date, found cut into the natural clay in the
interior of the barn.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Hendry Homes Ltd

Barr/Colmonell
Markhill Wind Farm
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – Headland Archaeology
NX 2375 8209, NX 2323 8508, NX 2581 8751 and NX 2699
8286 A watching brief was undertaken 2 February–4 May
2010 during construction work at Markhill Wind Farm. Most
of the wind farm site is within a forestry plantation. However,
the construction of three stretches of access track and two
turbine bases, which lay outside the forestry plantation, was
monitored. No features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Power Renewables

Colmonell
Craigneil Castle
Casual find
John Pickin
NX 147 853 In the 1880s a Bronze Age axe-hammer was found
close to Craigneil Castle by Mr Ross, a local gamekeeper.
The artefact has been retained in the finder’s family and
in September 2010 it was brought to Stranraer Museum for
identification. The axe-hammer is complete and has been
fashioned from a cobble of greywacke sandstone (260 x 105
x 85mm; shaft hole diameter 55mm). The butt and sides are
curved and the blade has a gentle convex profile. One face is
flat and the other is concave. There is some flake damage at
the blade and close to the butt.
160

Barquhey Farm, Coylton
Walkover, standing building recording, monitoring and evaluation
Douglas Gordon – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 4198 2102 A programme of archaeological works was
carried out 7–16 July 2009 on a residential development site
at Barquhey Farm. The building survey revealed that the
farmstead had more than one building phase. The original
elements, including the main house, possibly dated back
to the early 19th century, with later additions occurring
throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. The evaluation and
monitoring works uncovered no significant archaeological
deposits, features or artefacts. All of the material recorded
related to modern use of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Hendry Homes Ltd

Kirkoswald
Culzean
Fieldwalking
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 2427 1001 The ploughed field to the N of the Kennedy
family cemetery was fieldwalked on 14 April 2010. The only
major find from the top (eastern) side of the field was a small
coarse stone; hammer stone with worn down ends and a
small pecked depression c20mm across on one side.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and BBC Alba

Culzean
Watching brief
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 2401 1027 A watching brief was carried out on 14 April
2010 during the machine excavation of three small ponds
beside the exit road in Culzean Country Park. No significant
archaeological discoveries were made.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and BBC Alba

Culzean Castle
Watching brief
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 2324 1022 A watching brief was carried out on 14 April
2010 during the excavation of a pit on the terraces on the
West Green above the Orangery. This showed that within
the stone rubble infill behind the terrace wall there was a
constructed void, 0.3m high by 0.2m wide and at least 2m
long, which must have acted as a drain.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and BBC Alba

s o u t h ay r s h i r e
House of Burns
Evaluation
Scott Jacobson – Archaeological Heritage Services
NS 2394 0744 An evaluation was carried out 24–25 November
2009 in a car park located at 43 Main Street, Kirkoswald.
These works were required in respect of the redevelopment of
the site. The evaluation consisted of five trenches. A recently
capped stone-built well of indeterminate date was recorded.
Artefacts from the 19th and 20th centuries were noted but not
retained.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Armour Construction Consultants

Maybole to Girvan Natural Gas Pipeline
Evaluation
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 282 081, NS 269 075 and NS 263 073 A trial trenching
evaluation was carried out 14–16 September 2010 at three
locations along the proposed route of the pipeline. Seven
trenches covering a total of 280m2 were excavated. The
trenches were placed to examine anomalies identified during
a geophysical survey by Network Archaeology Ltd. No
significant archaeological features were identified during the
evaluation, and the anomalies appear to be either natural/
geological features or modern field drains.
Archive: RCAHMS and South Ayrshire Council SMR
Funder: Advance Group UK Ltd on behalf of SGN

Upper Whitestone, Culzean
Geophysical survey and trial trenching
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 2432 1031 A National Trust for Scotland Thistle Camp from
29 August–28 September 2010 investigated a large circular
cropmark at Upper Whitestone. Prior to the excavation an

area 60 x 60m was surveyed by members of the Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society using a resistance meter. This
located the precise position of the cropmark visible on aerial
photographs. Three trial trenches were then excavated to
investigate the cropmark.
Trench 1 was 14m long by 3m wide and was positioned
over the SE side of the ditch. The ditch was found to be
c8m wide and 1.6m deep. The upper fills contained both a
clay field drain and a stone-built drain. The lower clay fill
of the ditch contained some fragments of preserved wood.
Trench 2 was 11.5m long by 3m wide and was positioned
over the NE circuit of the ditch. Only the top fill of the ditch
was excavated and some sherds of medieval pottery were
recovered. Trench 3 consisted of a 5 x 5m area within the
interior of the enclosure in the NW quadrant. A series of
postholes and pits were recorded along with the curving arc
of a ring-groove slot for a possible timber roundhouse 10m
in diameter. Charcoal samples were recovered from many of
the features, and although there were few artefacts, a piece of
burnt daub, with wattle impressions, was found.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

Maybole
19 Culzean Road, Maybole
Evaluation
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 3010 1010 An evaluation of a proposed development site
was carried out on 27 May 2010. A total of seven evaluation
trenches were placed across the site avoiding known
structures and services. The topsoil of the site contained
modern garden rubbish but no significant archaeological

NTS Thistle Camp volunteers excavating within the enclosure at Upper Whitestone
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finds or deposits were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Mair and Mr and Mrs Morrison

Greenan, Ayr
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 3140 1877 An evaluation was undertaken 31 May–9 June
2010 on the site of a proposed residential development.
The evaluation consisted of trial trenching of a 5% sample
(4400m2) of the 8.8ha site. The work revealed two pits of
probable Neolithic date. Both of the pits produced lithics, with
one also containing prehistoric pottery. The pits were found
in association with a linear feature which was interpreted as
a possible palisade or windbreak. A further two isolated pit
features were also recorded, one of which was a probable fire
pit. The evaluation was conducted over known lithic scatters
and a total of 280 lithics of probable Mesolithic date were
retrieved.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mactaggart and Mickel Ltd

Monkton and Prestwick
156–158 Main Street, Prestwick
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 350 256 A watching brief was undertaken 9–10 September
2010 during the excavation of foundation trenches at a
development site. The excavations revealed demolition debris
overlying a moderately coarse sandy subsoil and an area of
dark brown silty garden soil in the former backlands area of
the site. No finds or deposits pre-dating the 19th century were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS SMR
Funder: Mr McColm

Monkton Park and Ride
Evaluation
Edouard Masson-MacLean – GUARD
NS 365 286 An evaluation was carried out 26 October–5
November 2009 on the site of a proposed park and ride
facility. The evaluation investigated 8% of the 5.6ha
development site and recorded evidence of 19th-/20th-century
field improvements.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Drivers Jonas LLP

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE
Avondale
Snabe Quarry
Watching brief
Kevin Mooney and Alan Leslie – GUARD
NS 654 390 A watching brief was undertaken 8–18 September
2009 during topsoil stripping to the northern part of Area
C at Snabe Quarry. No features or finds of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Tarmac Northern Ltd

Snabe Quarry
Evaluation
M Kilpatrick – GUARD
NS 654 390 An evaluation consisting of the stripping, mapping
162

and sampling of an area to be affected by the expansion of Snabe
Quarry was carried out 6–16 July 2010. A total of eight features
of archaeological interest were recorded. These included one
pit containing a significant quantity of Early Neolithic pottery
and another containing a fragment of polished stone axe.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Tarmac Ltd

Biggar
Boghall Farm
Watching brief
Scott Jacobson – Archaeological Heritage Services
NT 0395 3701 A watching brief was carried out on 28 October
2010 during the excavation of the site of a proposed new
slurry tank. A broad, 5.6m wide, feature that may possibly
be associated with the nearby Boghall Castle was recorded.
Modern artefacts were noted but not retained.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR (intended)
Funder: Mr Mike Woodside

Blantyre
David Livingston Centre
Casual find
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 6915 5854 On the 13 September 2010 Stuart Whittaker,
an NTS member of staff at the David Livingstone Centre,
found a pair of cast iron wheels and axle for a quarry cart/
bogey in the base of the sandstone quarry on the S side of
the River Clyde, 350m W of the centre. The axle measures
0.9m long, the wheels are 0.22m in diameter and the whole
weighs around 28lbs.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Bothwell
Bothwell Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 6891 5940 A watching brief was maintained on 24
November 2009 during the excavation of two holes required
for a new sign at the entrance to Bothwell Castle. Nothing of
archaeological interest was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Old Bothwell Road, Bothwell
Survey and evaluation
Douglas Gordon and Claire Casey – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 7081 5779 A programme of archaeological works
was undertaken 28 July–5 August 2010 on a residential
development located between Old Bothwell Road and the
River Clyde. A metal detector survey carried out over 100%
of the available ground located only modern material. Trial
trenches were then excavated across an 8% sample of the
development area. All of the evaluation trenches reached
archaeologically sterile natural soil and all of the features
recorded related to modern use of the site. The depth of
made ground at the eastern boundary of the site prevented
a full examination of this area. No significant archaeological
remains were recorded and the results of this work indicate
that no activity relating to the Battle of Bothwell Bridge exists
in the development area.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Bothwell Property Development Company

south lanarkshire

Cambuslang
Gilbertfield, Cambuslang
Evaluation
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD
NS 6550 5915 An evaluation was carried out 13–28 July 2010 on
a proposed development at Gilbertfield. Numerous modern and
early modern field drains were recorded, including a stone-lined
drain that was topped with stone slabs where it crossed a track.
The track led to Branchoch Farmstead and is shown on the 1st
Edition OS map of 1864. Targeted trenches were excavated at
the site of the farmstead but no remains were located. No other
significant archaeological features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mactaggart and Mickel Homes Ltd

Carluke
Bellgrove, Waterlands Road, Law
Evaluation
David Swan – Archaeological Heritage Services
NS 8275 5295 An evaluation was carried out on 21 January
2010 on a site at Bellgrove in support of the construction of a
housing development. No archaeological features or deposits
were recorded. All of the trenches contained ceramics, glass
and general rubbish from the 20th century (none retained).
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Wainwright Ltd

Lochpark New Stadium, Carluke
Evaluation
Paul Masser – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 8570 5062 Trial trenches were excavated 16–20 November
2009 within the 5.87ha site of a new sports stadium. The
evaluation was prompted by 19th-century reports of Bronze
Age cists being found in this area. Nothing of archaeological
significance was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: South Lanarkshire Council

Carnwath
Muir Hall Wind Farm
Archaeological Works
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 00519 53618 A programme of archaeological works was
conducted March–June 2010 during construction works at
Muir Hall Wind Farm. Work included the fencing off of a small
rectilinear enclosure of probable post-medieval date and the
monitoring of the removal of topsoil and peat deposits during
groundbreaking works associated with the construction of
access tracks and turbine bases. Peat deposits of up to c5m
in depth were recorded but no archaeological features or
deposits were uncovered.
Archive: RCAHMS and South Lanarkshire Council SMR
Funder: Natural Power for Muirhall Windfarm Ltd

Wilsontown Ironworks
LiDAR survey
Matt Ritchie and Peter Crow – Forestry Commission Scotland and
Forest Research
NS 950 549 Wilsontown Ironworks were founded in 1779 on
the banks of the Mouse Water. Wilsontown was the second
of the lowland coke-fired ironworks to be built (after Carron
Ironworks in 1759). The works developed over the following
three decades and a sizeable community rapidly grew around
it, housing nearly 2000 residents by 1812, when the company

employed 521 men. Poor transport links, managerial failures
and costly legal disputes between the owners led to the
collapse of the company in 1812. William Dixon purchased
the business in 1821 and restarted production, but in 1842 the
Ironworks were finally closed.
The much-ruined remains were demolished in 1974.
However, many of the early features of the ironworks remain
visible, including the blast furnaces, forge, coke and lime
kilns and an extensive area of bell pitting. The site has
been extensively planned by RCAHMS (Forts, Farms and
Furnaces 1996). In order to support this plan and inform
future conservation management, FCS decided to test the
application of LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) in sitespecific planning and interpretative use.
Forest Research, an agency of the Forestry Commission,
has pioneered the use of LiDAR data in identifying historic
environment features in woodlands and forests. LiDAR uses
pulses of harmless laser energy beamed down from aircraft
flying at c1000m to effectively scan the landscape. The results
can highlight archaeological structures and earthworks and
can be displayed as interpretative images (and even animation)
alongside historical map evidence and aerial photographs.
Flying over Wilsontown Ironworks the present ground
surface is resplendent with the remains of countless bell pits
resulting from coal extraction and the footings of various
foundry buildings and cottages. (Please see page 164).
Funder: FCS

Culter
Wolfclyde Farm, Biggar
Watching brief
Scott Jacobson – Archaeological Heritage Services
NT 0198 3636 A watching brief was carried out on 23
November 2009 during the excavation of the site of a new
slurry tank. The monitoring identified building debris, bone,
metal, glass and ceramics from the 19th and 20th centuries
(none retained).
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Hugh Jackson

Douglas
Mainshill OCCS
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD
NS 855 315 A watching brief was undertaken 1–5 February
2010 at a coal extraction site at Newmains Farm, E of Douglas.
No significant archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Coal

East Kilbride
Calderglen Sports Facility, East Kilbride
Watching brief
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Limited
NS 6530 5280 A watching brief was carried out intermittently
25 August 2010–7 September 2010 prior to the construction of a
sports ground near to the western limits of Calderglen Country
Park. The site lay within the designed landscape associated with
Torrance House, and was in close proximity to two putative motte
sites. No features of archaeological interest were identified on a
site which had been subject to extensive disturbance following
recent land management and drainage works.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: East Kilbride Community Trust
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The Wilsontown LiDAR survey (the page is orientated N to S) © FCS The ironworks are now largely reduced to foundations, but the plans of many buildings
can be traced. Two blast furnaces, a forge and other buildings can be seen either side of the Mouse Water in the bottom left. To the E the foundations of
several rows of workers’ cottages (as well as ruins of a later terrace of houses) are visible. Surrounding the site are the remains of about 70 bell pits covering
the hillside to the E of the works, interlinked by tramways. These bell pits presumably supplied the works in its earlier days.
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Lanark
Cargill Club, 21 St Leonard Street, Lanark
Watching brief
Christine Rennie – GUARD
NS 8848 4373 A watching brief was undertaken 4–5 May 2010
during the demolition of the Cargill Club. The work revealed
some of the remains of a previously demolished building of
probable early- to mid-19th-century date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Currie and Brown for South Lanarkshire Council

Lesmahagow
Broken Cross North
Evaluation and walkover survey
Robert Will – GUARD
NS 8430 3840 (centred on) An evaluation and walkover
survey was carried out, 12–19 April 2010, on the site of
proposed coal extraction near Auchmedden Farm and Moat
Mains Farm. The evaluation investigated 5% of the coal
extraction area (80 trenches equalling 6276m2). No significant
archaeological features were found but evidence of 19th- to
20th-century field improvements and coal mining, including
the remains of a sealed air shaft, were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Scottish Coal

Cairnhouses
Evaluation
Scott Jacobson – Archaeological Heritage Services
NS 8406 3573 The area of a proposed stable block was
evaluated on 21 October 2010. The evaluation consisted of
the re-excavation of a portion of the site that had already
been levelled. Ceramics from the 19th and 20th century were
noted but not retained.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Mr John Jamieson

Old Brae, Lesmahagow
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 8115 3975 A watching brief on 2 August 2010 monitored
the excavation of seven foundation and two service trenches,
during groundworks for a new house fronting onto New
Trows Road. No archaeologically significant features or finds
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Gary Miller

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Ardess
Casual find
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 3624 9928 Ben Lomond Ranger, Fraser McKechnie, found
a large iron circular band (1.29–1.35m in diameter, 15mm
thick and 62mm wide) in the burn above Ardess on 15 June
2010. It weighed around 25kg and although slightly corroded
its condition was good. It seems unlikely to be much more
than 100 years old and is probably an iron tyre for a wooden
cart wheel. It was in the stream bed 20m downstream from
structure 116.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Blairvockie
Fieldwalking
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 3627 9928 Following ploughing, the field 300m NW of
Blairvockie Farm was walked but only a range of 19th- and
20th-century artefacts was recovered. The fieldwalking was
carried out on 14 May 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Loch Arklet
Topographic survey
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 3490 0957 – NN 3994 1009 A topographic survey of the
18th-century military road at Loch Arklet was carried out 6–10
September 2010. The area surveyed runs for c5km E–W from
the former garrison at Inversnaid to Stronachlachar. The road
is well preserved and was clearly visible on the ground. An
earlier and more sinuous road line was recorded at several
points; this was identified as part of an older military road
network shown on maps from 1718.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Callander
Gleann nam Meann (GM 1)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 52555 12389 Just S of a sheepfold track a prominent rock
6 x 2.3m bears at least 36 cup marks.

STIRLING
Buchanan
Ardess
Test pitting and survey
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 3603 9970 During a National Trust for Scotland Thistle
Camp, 10–14 May 2010, volunteers excavated four test pits
and surveyed the outline of a sheepfold adjacent to the
Ptarmigan Path on the lower slopes of Ben Lomond. Given
the prominent location of the site it was thought possible
that it may have been occupied at an earlier date; however,
excavation only recovered 19th- and 20th-century artefacts.
The volunteers also helped to rebuild some of the collapsed
sections of dry stone walling.

A cup-marked rock, Gleann nam Meann
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Gleann nam Meann (GM 2–3)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 52493 12555
1) A pointed boulder 2.9 x 2.0 x 0.4m on the N side of the
Gleann nam Meann track bears at least seven cup marks.
2) An area of exposed bedrock 110m ESE of (1) bears one
cup mark and a possible second on its SE edge.

Upper Glen Lochay
Field survey
Bruce Henry and Dugald MacInnes – ACFA

Glen Finglas
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 52839 09226 An area of exposed bedrock on the E shore
of the Glen Finglas reservoir and c200m W of where the Allt
Ghleann Casaig enters the loch bears two cup marks.

Killin
Suie, Glen Dochart
Survey
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 49004 28003 (centred on) A survey of the McNab burial
ground at Suie was undertaken during three visits 1–17
March 2010. The survey aimed to provide a record of the site
prior to tree removal and remedial works to the enclosure
which was in an unstable condition. The work consisted of a
survey, photographic and written recording of the memorials
and grave markers and probing to establish the location of
buried slabs. It was noted that an early cross-incised stone
had started to fracture.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Authority

Badour Cottage © JS Wood

In April 2010 an architectural survey was undertaken to record
19th- and 20th-century buildings and structures in upper
Glen Lochay. The work aimed to record features that were
either in danger of collapse or alteration/removal by new
owners. ACFA member and architect, JS Wood, produced the
drawings for this survey. The work will form part of future
ACFA Occasional Papers. The following sites were surveyed:
NN 42125 34740 Batavaime Cottage
NN 42135 34739 Mark III Assault Bridge (Batavaime)
NN 42190 34764 Engine mount and tank piers (Batavaime)
NN 43050 35291 Badour Cottage
NN 45067 35696 Hydro Board shed (Tomochrocher)
NN 45229 35321 Lubchurran Barn
NN 4910 3660 Corrugated iron house and gable of a dry
stone building (Innischoarach)
NN 5300 3600 Duncroisk Farm buildings
NN 5323 3619 Hydro Board accommodation hut
NN 5314 3598 Hydro Board septic tank
NN 53378 36124 Hydro Board water tank
Report: RCAHMS and Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR
(intended)

Upper Glen Lochay – Airigh Dalach and Riabhaich
Field survey
Bruce Henry and Dugald MacInnes – ACFA
NN 5445 3933 (Airigh Dalach) and NN 5461 3932 (Riabhaich)
As part of ACFA’s ongoing survey of Upper Glen Lochay,
fieldwork was carried out in May 2010 on the shieling sites
of Airigh Dalach and Riabhaich, on the W and E banks of
Allt Dhùin Croisg respectively. A total of 67 features were
described and drawn. These included houses, byres, dairy
stores and an enclosure. Most of the remains comprise turf
and stone footings but some of the dry stone buildings are
extant to a maximum height of two metres.
Grave marker with a SE facing cross recorded as part of the survey of the
McNab burial ground
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Report: RCAHMS and Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR
(intended)
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Shieling huts on Airigh Dalach, Glen Lochay, Killin. View from the NW (Dugald MacInnes)

Upper Glen Lochay – Innischoarach
Field survey
Bruce Henry and Dugald MacInnes – ACFA
NN 47850 36570 (centred on) As part of ACFA’s ongoing
survey of Upper Glen Lochay, fieldwork was carried out in
2010 on the S side of the River Lochay. Over 30 structures
were recorded including dry stone houses, enclosures and
numerous turf footings.
Report: RCAHMS and Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR
(intended)

Upper Glen Lochay – Innisdaimh
Field survey
Bruce Henry and Dugald MacInnes – ACFA
NN 4570 3540 and NN 4565 3425 (shieling group) As part
of ACFA’s ongoing survey of Upper Glen Lochay, fieldwork
was carried out in 2010 on Innisdaimh on the S side of the
River Lochay. A number of dry stone structures were recorded
including houses, barns, byres and a grain-drying kiln. On
the E bank of Allt Innisdaimh a complex of houses and
enclosures was also drawn. A small sherd of medieval pottery
was found on a molehill close to this complex. At the shieling
site several dry stone buildings were surveyed. Two bloomery
sites were also identified. Documentary research undertaken
at RCAHMS may have successfully linked a former tacksman,
James MacVean, with one of the surveyed houses.
Report: RCAHMS and Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR
(intended)

Upper Glen Lochay – Lubchurran
Field survey
Bruce Henry and Dugald MacInnes – ACFA
NN 44190 34910 (centred on) Further fieldwork was
undertaken on Lubchurran on the S side of the River
Lochay during 2010. Several dry stone buildings and an

enclosure were recorded along with footings of numerous
turf structures. Documentary research in the Breadalbane
Muniments, RCAHMS, has revealed the names of three 18thcentury shieling grounds within the survey area, namely;
Achnacardoch, Inverhuchie and Inveriaran.
Report: RCAHMS and Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR
(intended)
Funder: Pitcastle Estate Management Ltd

Kilmadock
Doune Primary School
Excavation
Paul Masser – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 7280 0136 An excavation was carried out 26–27 August
2010 in a garden to the E of Doune Primary School, in
advance of a proposed development by Stirling Council. The
majority of the excavated remains relate to a Roman fort that
dates to the Flavian occupation of Scotland between AD 80
and 86–7. Some features, including a ditch and postholes,
predate the fort and are thought to be prehistoric. A full
section through the defences on the NE side of the fort was
exposed, revealing three ditches and remains of the turf
rampart. Cobbled surfaces relating to the intervallum road
were recorded. A group of shallow pits between the road
and the rampart contained evidence for metalworking.
In the interior of the fort, part of a timber building was
excavated which is interpreted as a cavalry barracks block.
Numerous large pits were excavated inside the building and
between it and the rampart. The pits inside the building
probably post-date its main phase of occupation, and may
represent gravel quarrying or improvised latrines, pointing
to a partial abandonment of the fort.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Stirling Council
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Barracks block in the interior of the Roman fort

Doune Roman Fort
Geophysical survey
DJ Woolliscroft and OJT O’Grady – The Roman Gask Project and
OJT O’Grady Surveys
NN 727 012 Resistance and magnetic surveys were
conducted on the parts of the Roman fort which have not
been built upon, along with an external area to the E. The
data obtained was partly obscured by interference from
modern features, such as fences, pipes, paths and a cricket
square, but a reasonable view was obtained.
The work revealed the SW and NW gates, to add to the
known SE gate and although the remaining (NE) gate could
not be covered, it was possible to extrapolate its position to

Resistance survey of Doune Roman fort
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beneath the main entrance gate to Doune Primary School.
Past aerial and excavated indications that the fort had a
triple ditch system were confirmed and, unusually, this
now seems likely to have passed around all four sides.
Moreover, the NW gate had a so-called ‘parrot beak’ ditch
break, to parallel that already known at the SE gate. The
SW gate was located approximately one third of the way
along the fort’s long axis from the E, which suggests that
the praetentura lies in the E and that the fort faces SE,
down the Teith valley.
Sections of the rampart were visible in the magnetic data,
and appeared to show inward turns at the gates, so that
the gates themselves would have lain at the end of rampart
re-entrants. This seems to be becoming a regular feature
of forts with parrot beak ditch breaks and makes sense
as a defence mechanism; since the ever narrower funnel
produced would disrupt an attacking formation. Inside the
fort, areas of what seemed to be the internal street grid
could be identified. A series of circular features immediately
behind the rampart were probably ovens. A radar timeslice
(15 x 15m) and profile (25m) in the SE corner of the fort
confirmed the line of an internal street and a section of the
intervallum road. Outside the fort, a small group of ring
features at the top of a steep bank that slopes down to the
Ardoch Burn may represent roundhouses.
Archive: RCAHMS and The Roman Gask Project
Funder: Historic Scotland

Kincardine
Blair Drummond
Metal detector find and excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland

stirling

Circular timber building at the findspot of the Blair Drummond torc hoard. © NMS

NS 75 95 (area) In late September 2009, David Booth found
a remarkable Iron Age gold hoard on his first outing with a
metal detector. The hoard comprises four torcs. There are
two ribbon torcs, confirming the Iron Age date of the type.
Two joining fragments make up half of an annular tubular
torc, decorated with rows of protruding cauliflower-like
bosses; this is a style typical of SW France. The final torc is
a unique hybrid between Iron Age and Mediterranean styles;
the rope-like hoop is made of pairs of twisted gold wires
braided together, but into the looped terminals gold discs are
set, bearing filigree and granulation. These techniques are
alien to the Iron Age repertoire. The terminals are linked by a
fine gold chain. Stylistic parallels suggest a third-first century
BC date for the hoard.
Two campaigns of excavation have explored the hoard’s
setting. (The precise findspot is being kept confidential at
present). It sits on a sand and gravel terrace in an isolated,
boggy area. Excavation revealed a burnt mound beside a
stream course on one edge of the terrace, and a thin scatter
of pits, some clearly cooking pits. Most remarkable were
the foundations of a timber building; the hoard lay within
this, although it is not yet clear if they are contemporary.
The building consists of a ring groove 11m in diameter, with
packing stones for structural posts and an inturned entrance.
Some 0.5m beyond it is a concentric groove, stopping short
of the entrance, and interpreted as a drainage gully. The
building has a central cooking pit and an adjacent small
post, but otherwise is essentially sterile; this suggests the
structural resemblance to a house is misleading, and other
interpretations will be explored in post-excavation analysis.
Adjacent peat deposits offer tremendous potential for
reconstructing the detailed setting of the hoard.
The hoard was claimed as Treasure Trove: (TT 225/09) allocated to
NMS
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Logie
Logie Old Parish Church
Excavation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 81521 96977 (centred on) A series of four test pits were
excavated against the N, E and S walls of the church on 7
June 2010. The current church which dates from 1684 is
undergoing structural repairs and the test pits were dug
to allow a structural assessment of the foundations. The
walls, of dressed rubble, were founded on fragmented and
rounded small to large rubble of up to 0.7m in depth. Finds
included a few sherds of late/post medieval pottery and
some disarticulated human bone (reburied on site). The first
record of a church on this site is in the charter of 1178, but no
remains of walls pre-dating the 1684 church were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Brownriggs

Port of Menteith
Inchmahome Abbey
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NN 5738 0043 and NN 5748 0043 (centred on) A site visit
was made on 13 July 2010 to two areas where green glaze
pottery and a large amount of glass, ceramic and iron had
been recovered following a drop in the water level of the
Lake of Menteith. Amongst the material recovered were three
sherds of water rolled green glaze pottery, several pieces of
WW2 corkscrew-and-loop iron uprights for a barbed wire
fence, bottle and teacup ceramics, and numerous pieces of
glass.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Upper Glenny (UG 1)
Cup- and ring-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 57047 02879 A stretch of bedrock 4m S of the remains
of one the houses in the deserted settlement of Upper
Glenny bears a cup mark surrounded by two penannulars,
an arc and a single radial. 3m to the E are four cup marks
and a further 4m to the E is a cup mark surrounded by two
particularly wide penannulars.
Upper Glenny (UG 2–4)
Cup- and ring-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 57039 02859 (1), NN 57043 02849 (2) and NN 57041
02841 (3)
1) A stretch of bedrock bearing five cup marks at the N,
the lowest section has a cup mark with four rings, a cup
with two wide irregular rings and another cup with two
rings. The S section has eight cup marks.
2) 8m S of (1) an outcrop bearing two areas of cup
marks, one with twelve cups and the other with seven, one
of which has two wide rings.
3) 6m S of (2) an outcrop bears two large cup marks.

Soil samples have been processed and the
palaeoenvironmental remains analysed. The cereals
were dominated by hulled wheat (emmer or spelt) and
naked barley. A small assemblage of flax seeds and small
fragments of hazelnut shell were also identified. This type
of assemblage is common on early prehistoric sites. One
isolated pit feature contained concentrations of cinders
and several oat grains, one of which was identified as
possible black oat. Black oat is more commonly found on
medieval sites and its presence suggests that this pit is of
a later date than the other recorded features. Cereal grains
recovered from postholes of the inner and outer postring of the roundhouse produced dates of 3345 ± 30 BP
(SUERC-29174) and 3350 ± 30 BP (SUERC-29619) giving a
calibrated range at 2-sigma of 1740–1520 BC.
Archive: RCAHMS and Stirling SMR
Funder: Stirling Council: Roads, Transport and Open Space

Stirling
Kildean, Stirling
Evaluation
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD
NS 78310 95070 An evaluation was undertaken 8–10
February 2010 in advance of a proposed development on
the Kildean auction site, Drip Road, Raploch. The site was
considered sensitive due to its proximity to a medieval
ford, a post-medieval farmhouse and the proposed bridge
across the River Forth. The trial trench evaluation of 665m2
located no significant archaeological features.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forth Valley College

Cup- and ring-marked rock, Upper Glenny (UG 2)

Upper Glenny (UG 5)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 57045 02910 A stretch of bedrock bearing one cup mark
and one possible cup mark.

St Ninians
Greenyards Roundabout, Bannockburn
Evaluation and palaeoenvironmental analysis
Stuart Mitchell and Mhairi Hastie – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 8175 9018 A trial trenching evaluation, November
2009–February 2010, on the site of the proposed Greenyards
Roundabout revealed three pairs of small postholes and
several isolated negative features. Further excavation
revealed the remains of a post-built roundhouse c10–11m
in diameter with a post-ring of c6m in diameter. The
roundhouse was double walled towards the N and W,
and opened towards the SE. Further postholes indicated
a possible porch entrance. No interior features or deposits
survived. A series of nearby postholes may have been the
remains of a second roundhouse. A number of isolated pits
were also recorded. No finds were discovered in any of the
deposits.
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King’s Knot
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7900 9400 A watching brief was carried out on 18
May 2010 during the excavation of two trenches to locate
existing drain pipes. A feature recorded close to the current
ground surface may have been contemporary with the
construction of the parterre. Evidence in both trenches
suggests that the ground level was artificial and constructed
of redeposited soils. It is considered possible that a sandy
deposit recorded in the trenches may relate to the use of
sand and gravel in the decorative border for the parterre.
The 17th-century parterre would not necessarily have been
grassed and could have used the clean homogenous sands
and silts as a background for more detailed planting or
decoration. If this were the case, remnants of the earthwork
could lie immediately below the present ground surface,
and may be being affected by the penetration of plant
roots. This situation has been noted elsewhere, for example
at Hopetoun House parterre, where the elaborate patterns
revealed in cropmarks existed only within the turf. They
did not survive as easily discernible sub-surface features.
It is therefore important that any future work on this site,
even if it only affects the turf line, should be subject to
archaeological monitoring.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

King’s Park
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 7904 9306 A watching brief was undertaken 5–12 May
2010 on top soil stripping and excavations associated with
the construction of a new footpath in King’s Park. The site

stirling/west dunbartonshire

was considered archaeologically sensitive as a previous
investigation in the 1970s recorded the remains of a Roman
road just inside the park’s main SE gateway. There is also
written evidence of practice trenches being excavated near
the route of the pathway during WW1. The watching brief
recorded one cut feature that could possibly be the result of
activity during WW1 and a deposit of what was considered
to be in situ natural gravel at the S end of the trench. In
general, the deposits comprised natural sands and gravels
below stony topsoil and subsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Stirling Council

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Dumbarton
Church Court, Dumbarton
Evaluation and watching brief
Heather James – GUARD
NS 396 754 An evaluation and watching brief were
undertaken, 20 January–12 February 2010, during the
construction of a car park. The evaluation consisted of 12
hand excavated test pits across the development site. No
significant archaeological features were recorded in these pits.
The watching brief monitored the stripping of overburden
and the insertion of services. During this work two sherds of
medieval pottery were recovered from a horizon 1.6m below
the current ground surface.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: West Dunbartonshire Council

Dumbarton Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 3998 7448 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
on 10 June 2010 during the excavation of three trenches in
advance of the installation of wooden posts associated with
a new interpretive trail. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

‘Well, if you know of a better ‘ole…’. WW1 practice trenches, King’s Park,
Stirling

King’s Park
Excavation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 79005 93038 An excavation on part of a system of WW1
training trenches, dug by recruits, was carried out 25–27
October 2010. It was considered that the development of
the site as an events area would adversely impact upon the
trenches and the excavation was undertaken in advance of
levelling and regrading work. The trench section excavated
revealed the profile of the trenches and a ramped entry
trench. This type of layout, of adjoining zigzagging narrow
trenches, is indicative of a trench system known as tenaille.
No finds associated with the training activities were
recovered. The good condition of the trenches and lack of
finds suggest that they were backfilled very shortly after
being dug.

Dumbarton Castle – Governor’s Garden
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 4001 7440 A watching brief was carried out 17 November–8
December 2009 during excavations to determine the location
and line of a burst pipe in the Governor’s Garden. The
junction between a lead and an iron pipe was located, but
there were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Old Kilpatrick
Golden Hill Park
Watching brief
L Innes – GUARD
NS 4946 7274 22 A watching brief was maintained 22
March–21 September 2010 during the removal of vegetation
and excavations in advance of the installation of new signs.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Stirling Council

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Dunbartonshire Council

Stirling Castle Palace
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7899 9403 A watching brief was undertaken on 30 June
2010 during remedial work in room U20, located at the SEcorner of Stirling Castle Palace immediately above the NE
corner of the Queen’s Bedchamber. The removal of some of
the lath and plaster on the N elevation of the room revealed
the main build of the N wall of the palace. A photographic,
drawn and written record was made of this rarely seen
feature.

20 Kirk Crescent, Old Kilpatrick
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw and Louisa Hammersley – Rebecca Shaw
Archaeological Services
NS 461 732 A watching brief was carried out on 9 August
2010 during the excavation of foundation trenches for a house
extension. Five sherds of 2nd-century AD Roman pottery were
recovered from a disturbed context, which also contained more
modern finds. Similar pottery was recovered from the nearby
Old Kilpatrick Roman fort when it was excavated in 1928, and
it is probable that the pottery originally came from that site.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Brown
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Bathgate
Whiteside Pipeline Diversion, Bathgate
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 953 682 – NS 956 673 A watching brief was carried
out August–September 2010 during soil stripping for
a gas pipeline and access track. The remains of railway
formations and field banks of post-medieval date were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS and West Lothian Council SMR
Funder: RSK Environment Ltd on behalf of Murphy Pipelines Ltd

Bathgate/Torphichen
Airdrie to Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements
Watching briefs and evaluation
Helena Gray and Melanie Johnson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 8608 6715 – NS 9766 6840 (watching brief) and NS
93976 67347 (evaluation) A watching brief was undertaken
during ground-breaking works for the Airdrie to Bathgate
Railway. Work was undertaken on cycle trackways, access
roads, compounds, car parking, and shear and key work
along the existing railway embankment. No features or
deposits of archaeological interest were identified apart
from the remains of rig and furrow cultivation near
Blackridge Station.
A trial trenching evaluation was then carried out along
the corridor of an access road to the newly constructed
Armadale Station. Twelve trenches amounting to 690m²
were excavated across the road corridor. A number of
trenches were targeted on the potential location of a 19thcentury Brick and Tile Works shown the on 1st Edition OS
6” map, but no remains of the works were identified. Apart
from the remains of rig and furrow cultivation, no features
of archaeological significance were recorded during the
evaluation. This work was undertaken between June 2009
and October 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Carillion Construction Ltd

Kirkliston
Broxburn to Humbie Farm Reinforcement Pipeline
Watching brief, monitored topsoil stripping, excavation and
post-excavation
Phil Moore and Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 0916 7090 – NT 1104 7493 A watching brief was
conducted in two phases between September 2008 and
March 2009 during ground-breaking work for a natural gas
pipeline.
Phase 1 identified three sites which were excavated
and recorded during archaeological mitigation. Two of
the identified sites were subject to a programme of postexcavation work.
Excavation of Site 1 uncovered the badly disturbed
remains of Westerton Cottages, a group of shale miners’
cottages of late 19th-century date.
Excavation of Site 2 (NT 1077 7204) revealed a cluster of
17 possible pits. A range of 19th- and 20th-century ceramics
and other finds were found in the fills of nine of them
and many also contained cinders. The artefacts represent
domestic waste. The pits were situated in an area with
a high quantity of medium to large rounded stones set
within a boulder clay subsoil. It is suggested that the pits
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represent naturally infilled cavities left by stones that had
either been removed during stone clearance or by postmedieval ploughing. A mineral railway, associated with the
Newliston Shale Mine which operated from the late 19th to
mid-20th century, ran parallel to Site 2 and may have been
the source of the vitrified charcoal and cinder residues.
Site 3 (NT 1092 7219) was the location of a large pit
containing Beaker pottery from multiple vessels and
some fragments of cremated bone. The feature had been
substantially disturbed by a field drain in relatively recent
times. Charcoal analysis showed the presence of small
quantities of poorly preserved oak, willow and hazel. A
number of lithics were found, including a barbed and
tanged arrowhead and a possible scraper. Both items can
be broadly dated to the Early Bronze Age. An unusually
wide range of raw materials were present, including flint,
chert, agate and quartz. The pottery comprised 43 sherds
from a maximum of 24 different vessels, some of which are
represented by only one sherd. The vessels were decorated
with comb impressions from square or rectangular-toothed
combs, probably in alternating decorated and plain zones
bordered by either single or double horizontal lines. A
limited range of geometric motifs were recorded. These
included diagonal lines, infilled linked triangles, zigzags
and herringbone. Decorated shoulder sherds indicated that
the decoration was in zones with a blank panel generally
found just above the widest part of the shoulder.
Although barbed and tanged points are closely
associated with Beakers and are often found together in
burial contexts, it is not clear whether all of the objects
were deliberately deposited with the Beaker or derive from
backfill or later disturbance. Very few examples of Beakers
are known from the West Lothian and Edinburgh areas and
the discovery of this Beaker pottery adds significantly to
the known distribution of this ware.
A series of isolated features were also uncovered and
recorded during Phase 1 of the watching brief, these were
largely attributed to farming practice and land management
in the post-medieval period.
Phase 2 identified a series of features including:
• a pair of substantial parallel ditches situated in
Newliston Historic Garden and Designed Landscape.
The ditches corresponded to a linear field boundary
shown on a plan of Newliston dating to c1760. The
features were therefore interpreted as a field boundary
probably dating to the mid-18th century, but which
may have been altered since its original construction
• a series of isolated pits attributed to late post-medieval
agricultural activity, or small-scale gravel extraction
• the foundation remains of a dry stone wall running
parallel to the existing road running E–W between
Overton and Niddry Castle
• the remains of a cobble trackway, badly damaged by
ploughing, running parallel to the existing access to
Newliston from the E.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: City of Edinburgh Council
Archaeology Service and WoSAS
Funder: Land and Marine Project Engineering Ltd on behalf
of SGN

Broxburn – Overton Farm Development
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Thomas Addyman and Tanja Romankiewicz – Addyman
Archaeology
NT 0973 7325 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken December 2009–August
2010 in advance of the submission of a planning application
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for a development area to the E of Broxburn.
Part of the proposed development area was historically
associated with the designed landscape of Newliston
House. Roy’s Military map (c1750) depicts a series of
regular agricultural enclosures, bounded by hedges,
boundary walls and shelterbelts. The boundary features
largely survive, albeit with some early to mid-19th-century
modification. There was later 19th-century disturbance
by a now abandoned railway line that cut across the N
enclosure boundary.
The extant ornamental plantations of Belvedere and
West Wood had originally formed focal points from the
formal gardens around Newliston House, but were visually
disconnected from it in the 1840s by the construction of the
railway line that forms the eastern boundary of the survey
area. An estate cross-road survives as a raised dyke, and
provides access beneath the railway to the main part of the
designed landscape.
The central part of the development area is occupied
by West Farm, which forms part of the Newliston House
policies. The farm complex contains an early/mid-18thcentury steading range with period detailing. The farm may
be linked to improvements undertaken on the estate linked
to William Adam. The original steading range was altered
and added to in the 19th century, when it was redeveloped
as byre accommodation, with associated additional smaller
outbuildings. A cottage, which has typical mid-19th-century
gothic detailing, was built to the SW of the main steading.
In the area surrounding the development there are
the scheduled ancient monuments of the shale bings,
a prehistoric settlement site and the Union Canal. The
Category A listed buildings of Niddry Castle and the
Broxburn Viaduct are located to the N and SE respectively.
All these monuments will be visually impacted upon by the
development to different degrees and the present exercise is
in part intended to feed into the mitigation of such impacts.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Overton Farm Developments Ltd

Linlithgow
Beecraigs Country Park
Evaluation and watching brief
Jamie Humble – Headland Archaeology
NT 00302 74696 A series of archaeological investigations
were undertaken 16 February–8 June 2010 in advance
of the construction of a new eco-visitor centre. The site,
which is located on a small hill, was subject to an 8%
sample trial trench evaluation and a watching brief during
all topsoil stripping.
The work revealed evidence of prehistoric activity in
the form of a timber circle, a ring ditch and a possible
roundhouse. The timber circle, which consisted of seven
postholes, was located on the top of the small hill. A
small, deep, ring ditch, which may have related to a now
absent burial cairn, lay immediately to the W of the circle.
A partial ring ditch and some associated features, which
were interpreted as the heavily truncated remains of a
roundhouse, were recorded c100m SW of the circle, on a
natural terrace below the crest of the hill.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: West Lothian Council

24a High Street, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Robin Murdoch – Scotia Archaeology
NT 0043 7716 A watching brief was maintained 22

September–1 October 2010 during ground-breaking works
associated with the construction of an extension at 22–24
High Street. The footprint of the new building was similar to
that of a recently demolished structure, which overlay the
scant remains of an earlier, possibly 18th-century building,
identified by the foundations of its N and W walls.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Easton Dental Practice

Linlithgow Palace
Watching brief
D Gorman – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 002 773 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out
on 20 April 2010 during the relocation of a sign (near the
S elevation) to c0.5m SW of its original position and the
installation of a new sign at the entrance to the Palace.
Shallow trenches were excavated to house the new signs
and the existing ‘Kirk’ sign removed. There were no finds
or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Low Port Centre, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0038 7723 A watching brief was undertaken on 19
January 2010 during ground-breaking works associated
with a development at Low Port Education Centre. The
watching brief focused on excavations parallel to the
boundary wall at the western edge of the site. There were
no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Low Port Education Centre

Queen Margaret Hall, St Michaels RC Church, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Tamlin Barton – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NT 00535 77313 (centred on) A watching brief was
undertaken 17–18 May 2010 during alterations to Queen
Margaret Hall. The monitored excavations revealed that the
area around the hall had been artificially made up in the
19th and 20th centuries. The base of these deposits was not
reached and the only find was a piece of redeposited late
medieval/early post-medieval pottery.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church

South Mains Farm
Watching brief
Elaine Martay and Ian Máté
NT 0125 7285 A watching brief was carried out in April
2010 prior to the construction of a shed. The site was
considered sensitive due to the presence of a medieval
moated homestead c150–200m to the N. Fencing debris,
dumps of shale and a piece of glazed pottery were found
on the site. An area of just over 2 x 4m was excavated and
horizons relating to the site’s former use as a driveway,
riding area and finally car park were clearly seen. A small
area of buried soil formed in colluvium and overlying an
undisturbed stony till, was also recorded.
Archive and report: RCAHMS

St Michael’s Parish Church, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 0023 7729 A watching brief was maintained on 23
November 2009 during the location and exposure of a
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blocked waste water pipe. A small trench was excavated
along the route of the pipe to the W of the N transept.
The area consisted of made-up ground and the deposits
were thought to relate to 18th-century improvements to the
church. Some disarticulated human bone was recovered
and subsequently reburied on site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Kirk Session, St Michael’s Parish Church,
Linlithgow

The Peel, Linlithgow
Watching brief
D Gorman – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 996 774 – NT 009 778 A watching brief was maintained
25 August 2010 during the excavation of a series of trenches
in advance of the installation of a new gate for the path
on the SE side of Linlithgow Loch. A series of layers of
made-up ground were revealed, but no intact ground
surface was recorded. Sherds of glass were recovered from
the trenches along the SW field wall, including a crudely
manufactured glass bottle neck with a vivid pearlescent
lustrous finish from trench 5. It is possible that the glass
recovered from the backfill of the field walls construction
trench was contemporary to the wall, although it was
relatively modern in appearance. However, the bottle neck
from trench 5 was definitely older and this piece may have
been dug out during the construction of the original wall
trench and redeposited in the backfill.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Westport Dental Practice, High Street, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Fraser MacRae and Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 99767 77044 A watching brief was undertaken 2–4
June 2010 during ground reduction works in advance
of the construction of an extension. A 19th-century
outbuilding was partially demolished prior to the start
of the groundworks and the features recorded relate to
this structure. The remains of a low wall or plinth and
associated cobbled surface, a re-cut ash and cinder pit, a
chimney flue and a hearth were recorded. Several pits were
found below the masonry and their fills indicate that they
were of a similar date to the building. The ash deposit,
hearth and flue suggest that the outbuilding was used for
activity that required a high level of burning and that it
may have been a wash or smoke house.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: EK:JN Architects

Torphichen
Gormyre Hill
Geophysical survey
David Jones and Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field
Society
NS 97587 72649 A magnetometry survey was carried out
on 15 May 2010 on the site of a supposed ‘Roman Camp’
and an area of 2000sqm around it. The area had been
ground resistance surveyed in 2009 (DES 2009, 179).
Magnetic anomalies were distributed evenly over the
3600sqm surveyed, suggesting the detection of igneous
glacial erratics and indicating that the high resistances
confined mainly to the ‘camp’ area are possibly due to
human activity.
Archive: RCAHMS, West Lothian SMR and WOSAS (intended)
Funder: EAFS, West Lothian Archaeology Group and Dr P Morris
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Various
Roundhouse Survey
Survey
Anna Welti
NC 0896 1951, NC 0233 1042, NH 1480 9534, NH 1238 8565,
NG 8788 8904, NG 8028 7712, NG 7096 4315, NG 8895 4002,
NG 8447 2850, NG 5799 2088 and NG 4030 5555 The aim of
the project which began in September 2009 is to collate and
study data on as many as possible of the roundhouses in the
study area. Many have already been recorded but not always
with the detail this study provides, and many previously
unrecorded sites have been located. Data is being collected
in a systematic manner using trained volunteers to assist,
and a pro-forma is completed for each site. Equipment is
simple and lightweight. The survey team has recorded
the following information for each site; GPS reading and
elevation, diameter and wall morphology, entrance detail,
vegetation, landscape setting, evidence of cultivation
whether contemporary or later. Clustering of sites and
distances between roundhouse sites have also been noted.
A detailed annotated sketch has been made of each site and
photographs taken.
Archive: HER and RCAHMS

Barra
Berneray
Survey
Jill Harden – The National Trust for Scotland
NL 56 80 As part of a long-term project to confirm the record
of archaeological sites on Mingulay, Pabbay and Berneray,
the NTS, with support from the RCAHMS, undertook a
mapping survey on Berneray 5–10 May 2010. This reviewed
the results of the Sheffield University survey led by Pat Foster
in 1992, and recorded a number of new monuments. In
addition, Thom’s record of a stone circle on the S side of the
track to Barra Head Lighthouse (NL58SE 27) was found to be
a naturally occurring group of very large, irregular, angular
boulders.
Archive: RCAHMS and the National Trust for Scotland (intended)
Funder: National Trust for Scotland

143 Brevig, Isle of Barra
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NL 69258 99143 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken on 16 August 2010 on the
site of three wind turbines. Two standing stone monuments
(one scheduled) and five possible circular stone settings
are located within 1km of the proposed development. Two
previously unrecorded sites were identified outside the
boundary of the development during the walkover survey.
NL 69223 99282 Enclosure An L-shaped enclosure is
located to the NE of a small stream. The enclosure consists
of uncoursed irregular-shaped stone blocks, the largest
measuring 0.4 x 0.4 x 0.2m. The enclosure wall which stands
0.4m high runs 20m E–W and then 4.5m N where it abuts a
rocky outcrop.
NL 69306 99261 Clearance Cairn Possible clearance cairn,
located on a small plateau on the E facing hillside above
Brevig. The cairn (1 x 1.5m by 0.5m high) consists of a pile
of cobbles and boulders, the largest 0.8m wide.
The footprint of the turbines is immediately above a stone
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setting, centred on NL 69302 99116. This is 150m E of the
position given for the site in the SEARCH survey of Barra
undertaken in 2000. The site consists of small upright stones
arranged in a series of arcs. A number of later cairns, a
stone built dyke and two enclosures were recorded in the
immediate vicinity. Some of the stones in the cairns are quite
large and it is likely that these were robbed from the stone
setting, which may have originally formed a complete ring.
The site is almost certainly prehistoric, and comparisons
with other monuments on Barra suggest that it may represent
either an early prehistoric ceremonial monument or a later
centre of prehistoric activity.
The proposed development is in an archaeologically
sensitive area and the base of the proposed wind turbines is
within 25m of a stone setting of likely prehistoric date. Given
the density of known prehistoric activity in the surrounding
area and our limited knowledge about these types of site, the
stone setting at Brèibhig is potentially of national importance.
It has therefore been recommended that an alternative
location be found for the turbines.

location. Internal chambers were identified to the N and W
and measured c1.4m wide x 1.6m long and 1.2m wide x 1.4m
long respectively. The chamber to the E was obscured by a
fallen stone, and the S chamber was indistinct. The cruciform
shape and large stone slabs used in its construction suggest
a non-shieling function, and the closest parallels for the
structure appear to be chambered cairns, such as the small
Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age cairn at the centre of the
Calanais stone circle (NB23SW 1).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Icon Energy (Scotland) Ltd

Barvas
Stacaiseal
Survey
Anne Campbell – University of Edinburgh
NB 30670 37333 This site, which lies slightly SW of the
summit of Stacaiseal, was visited in 2010 as part of field
work for a MSc dissertation. The site has been recorded as a
possible shieling hut, but local records (West Side Historical
Archive) cast doubt on this categorisation and a 19th-century
drawing of the site shows it as being cruciform in shape.
The structure was c7 x 8m in diameter, orientated N–S, and
mostly turf covered. It contained at least seven large fallen
stone slabs, ranging from 0.55–1.2m in length and 0.15–0.2m
in width. Such flat slabs of Lewisian gneiss are unusual and
were presumably transported some distance to this hilltop

Structure, Stacaiseal

Barvas/Stornoway/Uig
Bradhagair
Survey
Anne Campbell – University of Edinburgh
NB 27 34, NB 27 35 and NB 27 49 A field survey of the
catchment of the bays at Bradhagair and Àrnol was carried
out April–September 2009 as part of field work for a MSc
dissertation. Selected areas from the coast to the central
moorland were covered. A total of 342 sites, including
198 previously unrecorded sites were identified. Site types
included 129 shielings (defined for this study as having an

Bradhagair: A Lewis shieling, NB 33049 40789

175

COMH A IRLE N A N EILE A N SI A R / WESTERN ISLES

internal length of >2m and internal width of <2m), 22
bothies (with a maximum internal length of <2m), 42 other
buildings/structures, 21 man-made turfed-over mounds
ranging from 6–25m in diameter, 32 cairns/stone settings
and 42 dykes, walls and enclosures.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Harris
A859 Spinal Road Improvements, Isle of Harris
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Kate Macdonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology

A859: Remains of a blackhouse within the Laxdale Valley, Luskentyre

NG 1083 9667, NG 1241 9536 and NG 0038 8805 A deskbased assessment and walkover survey were carried out
15–19 October 2009 along three sections of the A859 at
Luskentyre, Stockinish and Leverburgh. The desk-based
assessment identified a cluster of archaeological sites
within 1km of the development boundary at Luskentyre.
The majority of these sites are located in the Laxdale Valley
and include a blackhouse (SMR1382) overlying earlier
remains (NG19NW 1), three small sub-circular structures
(SMR 15415, 15419 and 15420), two dykes and a fishpond
associated with artificial water channels (SMR 9663). The
walkover survey at Luskentyre identified the following
previously unidentified sites.
NG 10917 96667 – NG 10896 96720 Dyke An earthen
dyke was identified running c60m E–W. The dyke is up
to 1.5m high and 2.5m wide with occasional breaks and
probably a field boundary.
NG 10854 96766 – NG 10847 96789 and NG 10857 96669
and NG 10883 96619 Revetment On both sides of the A859
is an alignment of stones, running along the course of a
stream within the Laxdale valley. Roughly coursed masonry
survives in small sections, standing to a maximum of 0.8m
in height. The feature possibly functioned as a revetment
for the stream that now flows 10m to the E.
NG 10886 96607 – NG 10880 96597 Dyke Stone built
dyke running N–E/S–W for c12m across the floor of the
Laxdale Valley. The dyke was built of roughly coursed,
irregular shaped and sized boulders up to 0.6 x 0.2m. It is
a maximum 0.65m high and c0.45m wide.
This survey also identified two areas of lazy bed
cultivation and an area of disused peat cuttings to the N of
the A859. Two previously unrecorded sites were identified
during the walkover survey at Stockinish and Leverburgh.
NG 12469 95379 Shieling hut Sub-circular structure c4 x
3m, with roughly coursed walls up to 0.75m thick.
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NG 00526 87908 Clearance cairn A sub-circular mound,
c2.75 x 2.5m wide, of irregular-shaped stones measuring
up to 1.05 x 0.60m. A single upright stone, 0.6 x 0.3m and
0.55m high, stands on the top of the mound.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Technical Services, Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar

Boreray, St Kilda
Stone circle (possible)
MR Curtis
NA 154 054 A desk-based assessment of published and
newly discovered unpublished material about a stone circle
on Boreray was made in the summer of 2010. It led to the
conclusion that the unrecognised remains of a stone circle
may exist high on the sloping terrain of Boreray above Tigh
Stallar.
In The History of St. Kilda 1764, Kenneth Macaulay
describes ‘a Druidical place of worship, a large circle of
huge stones fixed perpendicularly in the ground, at equal
distances from one another, with one more remarkably
regular in the centre, which is flat in the top’.
PSAS Volume 10, 1874 contains a reported recollection
by Miss Euphemia Macrimmon that ‘there was a temple
in Boreray built with hewn stones. Euphemia Macrimmon
remembers seeing it. There is one stone yet in the ground
where the temple stood, upon which there is writing: the
inhabitants of St Kilda built cleitean or cells with the stones
of the temple. Euphemia Macrimmon has seen stones in
Tigh a Stalair on which there was writing’.
She was ‘sixty years of age in 1860’ and it is therefore
possible that the stone circle/temple still existed in the
early 1800s, but had almost completely gone by 1862,
when the letter from St Kilda was written.
It is a common error for natural marks on stones to be
regarded as man-made inscriptions. Unsurprisingly later
visitors to Boreray were unable to locate either the circle
or the remaining megalith on which there was writing.
Perhaps Euphemia’s expression ‘hewn stones’ refers not
to the fact that they were dressed, but to their shape (long
and thin), which would have made the megaliths suitable
for reuse as lintels.
In PSAS Volume 62, 1928 J Mathieson states ‘A stone was
found on this island with an inscription upon it. I made a
search for some hours hoping to find this precious relic,
but failed. There was also a stone circle mentioned by
Macaulay: but the St. Kildan has no respect for antiquities,
and the chances are that both places have been used as
quarries for material to build their huts’.
In The Road Through the Isles 1986, John Sharkey and
Keith Payne describe ‘the last standing stone’ of the ‘now
broken circle’ and its impressive cliff top location. The
drawing by Keith Payne was given to my late husband Ron
Curtis in 1983. Keith says that the drawing is of ‘the lost
stone circle of Boreray totally unique and never recorded’.
Keith writes in 2010 that the drawing is sufficiently accurate
that ‘one only needs to visit with drawing in hand and you
will find the circle stones’.
Hirta
Survey, conservation and watching brief
Ian McHardy – The National Trust for Scotland
NF 101 991 (centred on) A full season of fieldwork 16
April–13 September 2010 included condition surveys,
coastal erosion monitoring, conservation activity with
work parties and three watching briefs.
A watching brief was undertaken during the excavation
of three small trenches required for new drain connections.
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The deposits found under the turf and topsoil consisted
exclusively of recently redeposited earth and rubble.
A second watching brief was carried out during the
excavation of a trench, c100m x 0.7m by 0.7–1.0m deep,
relating to the insertion of heating ducts along the main
building of the military base on St Kilda. The majority of
the trench was machine excavated under archaeological
supervision, three areas were hand dug. Deposits found
beneath a 200–400mm thick turf and topsoil layer largely
consisted of redeposited rubble associated with the post1957 military base. A concentration of porcelain, tiles and
frosted glass in the southern 15m perhaps indicates the site
of a washroom. The 1m deep top soils to the N of this may be
undisturbed but are more likely to be similarly redeposited
material from the construction of the present day military
base. An undisturbed glacial deposit was observed 20m N
of this, underlying the soils. The last stretch of trench again
consisted of redeposited rubble associated with the base.
A third watching brief was undertaken during the
excavation of a small section of pipe from the diesel storage
tanks to the LCL ramp. The pipe had been laid above
ground, over redeposited material from the early stages of
the creation of the fuel store and nothing of archaeological
interest was recorded.
During the 2010 season a worked flint was discovered
in the main village spring, the Tobar Childar, leading to
the possibility of it being some kind of votive offering. A
second worked stone was discovered close to the summit of
Ruaval by work party member Graeme Carter. Work party
members Iain Gordon and Rommola Acland discovered
some of the pottery; oak stakes were discovered by the
author and work party members Murdo Mclean and Erica
Honning. The RCAHMS also undertook a week of survey

on Boreray. Details of all work undertaken will be available
on the St Kilda website in the spring of 2011 (http//www.
kilda.org.uk).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and the National Trust for Scotland

Horgabost
Geophysical survey and excavation
Kevin Colls and John Hunter – University of Birmingham
NG 04350 96818 A team from the University of Birmingham
spent three weeks investigating areas of dune during June
and July 2010. The dunes are on the machair fringe on
the W coast of the island and are currently used only for
summer grazing. The objectives of the 2010 season were:
• to further our understanding of this substantial
prehistoric settlement on Harris
• to continue geophysical techniques in local dune
systems to establish the extent of the remains
• to evaluate the likely structural integrity of any buried
remains through trial excavation
• to further characterise any remains for type and date
An enhanced outreach programme, including school
visits and lectures, student activities, class site visits and
hands on exercises was also undertaken.
During the 2010 season the excavation of 2009 was partly
reopened and extended to cover a 7.5 x 5m area. The trench
lay on the tip of a 2.5m high mound. Previous excavation
had revealed a small complex of structural remains; this
reflected the latest phases in a substantially rebuilt and
adapted series of structural sequences heavily subsumed by
sand. Components of three recognisable structures had been
determined during 2009 and this year the extended area was
focused on Structure 1, the most complete of the three.

A worked flint found in the spring Tobar Childar. The flint is shown in situ immediately to the right of the scale.
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Structure 1 at Horgabost, taken from the E during excavation

The area opened for excavation was extended
substantially to expose the whole of the building. This
proved to be effectively circular, c4.8m in diameter and
standing (in part) to c1.3m high. The local geology on
Harris does not lend itself readily to the production of
laminar building materials. Although many of the walling
stones were appropriately faced, those on the uppermost
courses were much cruder and presumably reflect a lower
need for structural stability against the eaves. Construction
consisted of an inner single face of stones packed against
the sand. The walling appeared partially corbelled, but it
was not clear whether the internal batter of the stones was
a deliberate corbelling effect or a result of the pressure
of sand from the outside. The inconsistency of the batter
suggested the latter. Sections cut through the walling in
two places illustrated the absence of any backing material
(eg turf) and it was assumed that the structure had been
cut into an existing dune. The basal courses had been
constructed directly on to sand and no foundations were
evident. No obvious post supports were identified, although
two possible contenders (F209 and F210) were positioned
at the edge of the walling. Their shallow profile suggests
that they were probablyt post-pad impressions. A central
hearth was identified towards the centre of the structure.
A further programme of geophysical surveying mapped
the extent of the settlement and topographic survey
compared this evidence with the current dune topography.
The settlement is likely to date to the later Iron Age and
had become infilled with aeolian sand.
Archive: Western Isles Museum Service (finds), Birmingham
(paper archive)
Funder: University of Birmingham, Harris Development Ltd and
Leader Plus
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Northton, Harris
Excavation
RR Bishop, MJ Church and PA Rowley-Conwy – University of
Durham
NF 975 912 A small-scale excavation (1 x 5m) was undertaken
in August 2010 of Mesolithic layers exposed by coastal
erosion. Previous fieldwork at the site in 2001 had revealed
the first radiocarbon dated Mesolithic deposits in the Western
Isles beneath the later Neolithic and Beaker settlement. The
extent of coastal erosion was monitored by undertaking an
EDM survey of the eroding edge in relation to the existing
Neolithic and Beaker earthworks and Mesolithic layers. This
survey indicated that the exposed Mesolithic deposits had
eroded by about 1m since 2001, but that a greater area of the
Neolithic and later remains overlying the Mesolithic deposits
had been completely destroyed by coastal erosion.
The excavated area of the Mesolithic deposit was 100%
sampled and flotation for plant and animal remains was
undertaken. No archaeological features were detected, but a
sizable assemblage of Mesolithic lithics, charcoal, carbonised
plant macrofossils and animal bones was uncovered.
It is proposed that this layer is a buried land surface that
incorporates a palimpsest of disturbed and bioturbated
hearth deposits containing fuel remnants and food waste.
Achive: To be decided
Funder: National Science Foundation of America, University of
Durham and the AHRC

St Clement’s Church, Rodel, Harris
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
NG 0477 8318 A watching brief was undertaken 16–18
February during excavations to investigate a broken drain
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on the W side of the church. The N-facing section of a cut
for the rubble filled drain at the E end of the S wall of the
nave contained small fragments of bone; possibly evidence
of disturbed human remains, but probably animal bone in
redeposited midden material. A basic photographic record
was made of the tomb of Alexander Macleod, which had
been threatened by water damage prior to the repair to the
drain.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Lochs
Achmore Stone Circle
Survey
MR Curtis
NB 317 292 Peat cutting in 2010 totally exposed the upper face
of the sloping megalith partly exposed in 2009 (DES 2009,
182–183). It is 1.44m tall, 0.86m at its widest and is 0.08m
thick. There is a broken piece at one side. The top may have
been broken deliberately, as has one of the other megaliths.
(See Achmore Stone Circle, 20, 21). The trenches in which
some megaliths were located (DES 1981, 51) had become
filled with water. The peat cutter/crofter cut channels in 2010
to drain the water, re-exposing several megaliths.
Beinn Na Muilne
Prehistoric stone settings and backsight, horizon survey
MR Curtis
NB 2741 1832 A horizon survey confirmed the limited
appearance of the S extreme moon at 168.5–170.5° azimuth
as described previously (DES 2008, 179–180). This entry is a
correction to the one that appeared in DES 2009, 184.

North Uist
Baile Sear Community Archaeology Project – Sloc
Sabhaidh, Baile Sear, North Uist
Excavation
Tom Dawson – The SCAPE Trust
NF 7823 6085 The excavation of the eroding wheelhouse
at Baile Sear continued from 27 August–3 October 2010.
Excavation was undertaken by the North Uist local archaeology
society, Access Archaeology and SCAPE. In addition to the
great support from local volunteers, the excavation also
hosted visits by students from Taigh Chearsabhagh, who
used the site as inspiration for their artwork.
This final season completed the excavation of the half of the
wheelhouse that lies closest to the coast edge. The other half
of the wheelhouse remains within the dune, but is extremely
vulnerable to future erosion. The excavation confirmed that the
wheelhouse had collapsed and been rebuilt in antiquity. The
rebuilding changed the shape and form of the structure, and
the southern part was deliberately backfilled with sand. The
sand was held in place with upright stone slabs positioned in
the area of the hearths described in 2008 (DES 2008, 181–182).
A series of floor deposits relating to the period prior to the
collapse of the building were excavated. Within and below
these were numerous large and small pits. The greatest
concentration of pits was in the central area and many were
cut against the ends of the piers. Most pits contained large
amounts of burnt and unburnt animal bone, and many also
contained pottery. One pit at the end of a pier contained an
almost complete crucible. Analysis is ongoing and results
will be conveyed in the next edition of DES.
Funder: Historic Scotland
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: The Scape website (intended)

Volunteers at work at Baile Sear
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Clachan Shanda, North Uist
Watching brief
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 8805 7605 A watching brief was carried out 16
February–20 May 2010 during the construction of a house.
No archaeological deposits or finds were recorded during
the groundworks. However, the remains of several stone
structures and a standing stone (NF 8806 7599) were recorded
in the immediate vicinity of the development. These features
probably formed part of the deserted township of Clachan
Shanda (NF87NE 21). A previously unrecorded earthwork
bank (NF 87897 75972 – NF 87824 76028) was associated
with the prehistoric settlement of Dun Rosail (NF87NE 7).
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Rural Design Ltd

containing shell midden, with visible masonry. Early 20thcentury excavations produced Iron Age pottery.
The excavation revealed two partial, prone inhumations
and one heavily disturbed burial. All the excavated skeletal
remains were adult. The prone inhumations were buried
in a similar manner: both were E–W aligned, with the
left arm across the body and the hand over the pelvis. No
grave goods were recovered from either inhumation. Finds
included a piece of worked flint, and two sherds of pottery.
The position of the bodies, alignment and lack of grave goods
may suggest that the site is part of a Late Iron Age/Early
Christian cemetery.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dun an Sticir
Survey
Euan W MacKie
NF 8972 7768 This unexcavated broch was visited on 12
September 2010. A precise survey of the inner wall face, by
the angle-and-distance method, confirmed that the central
court is exactly elliptical. The court is so similar in situation,
size, shape and state of preservation to its neighbour Dun
Torcuill that it may reasonably be assumed also to have had
a high scarcement, now vanished.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Dun Torcuill
Survey
Euan W MacKie
NF 8862 7373 This unexcavated island broch was visited
on 20 September 2010. A precise survey of the inner wall
face, by the angle-and-distance method, confirmed that
the central court is exactly elliptical. Considerable stone
clearance has taken place since the author’s previous visit
some years ago, though the interior remains full of rubble.
The entrance passage has been partly cleared and the inner
lintel of the stair door is now visible at 12 o’clock (opposite
the entrance). Several steps of the intra-mural stair have been
exposed to its right, though not to floor level. There is clearly
a ground level gallery behind the stair; the steps do not seem
to be preserved above the level of the stair door lintel. The
highest point of the inner wall face is at 3 o’clock and behind
this is a stretch of lintelled ground level gallery.
There is no sign of a scarcement on the inner wall face,
which is now exposed from a little way below the roof of the
stair door (c1.5m above the floor) to c0.9m above the roof of
the ground gallery (c3m above the floor). It is therefore clear
that, contrary to the author’s previous assumption (MacKie
2007), any scarcement at Dun Torcuill must have been at
the top of Level 2, at the height of the lintels covering the
first floor gallery, and must now have vanished. This is a
rare arrangement, which may be clearly seen at Midhowe in
Orkney and probably at Yarrows in Caithness.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Griminish, North Uist
Excavation
Rebecca Rennell and Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology
NF 74943 76595 Three burials were excavated on 9–16 June
2010 under the Historic Scotland human remains call-out
contract. The site lies at 3m above OD, on the S side of a
rocky inlet on an eroding face of machair, immediately above
exposed rock. The burials lay c17m to the N of Sithean Mor
(NF77NW 4) and had been exposed by coastal erosion. The
erosion of this flat-topped mound has also revealed sand
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Lower half of a prone burial at Griminish, North Uist

Highlands and Islands Crannog Survey: Dun an t-Siamain
Survey and underwater investigation
Robert Lenfert – University of Nottingham
NF 88587 59495 Underwater investigations from 1–29 July
2010 were directed towards examining island duns, crannogs
or ‘island dwellings’ on North Uist, Benbecula and several
mainland sites in Sutherland and Argyll. One of the key aims
was to assess the artificiality of the islets and to examine the
loch bed surrounding the sites for archaeological material
or associated features such as causeways and harbours.
Another aim was to confirm or reject unverified sites, i.e.
uninspected possible crannogs.
Underwater inspection of Dun an t-Siamain revealed
what appears to be an enhanced natural islet beneath the
dun. Imported stone lying at the base of the islet probably
represents both structural tumble and efforts to enlarge the
site. Later prehistoric pottery was found on the loch bed in
2m of water c3m from the site, near what appears to be a
rear entrance or boat naust, 180° opposite the causeway. A
largely intact vessel (65%) 120 x 120mm was recovered. This
vessel has applied wavy cordon typical of Hebridean pottery
and probably relates to occupation phases of the Iron Age
Atlantic roundhouse.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The 2010 GAMA Award courtesy of the Gatliff Trust
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Later prehistoric pottery with wavy cordon from Dun an t-Siamain

Highlands and Islands Crannog Survey: Dun Ban
Survey and underwater investigation
Robert Lenfert – University of Nottingham
NF 8698 5693 This work forms part of the project described
under Dun an-t Siamain. An underwater investigation at Dun
Ban, Loch Hornary (NF87NE 7) found that the site rests on
an entirely natural islet, which forms part of a large outcrop
rising from the loch bed. In contrast to many island dwellings
the NE side of this loch is relatively deep, reaching in excess
of 10m. A moderately intact vessel (50–60%) was recovered
from a small shelf (at a depth of 8m) above a considerable
drop-off. The vessel is c230mm in diameter, has grassmarking over its entire exterior and does not contain any
decoration. It is globular in shape with an incurving rim and
dates to the later prehistoric period.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The 2010 GAMA Award courtesy of the Gatliff Trust

Highlands and Islands Crannog Survey: Dun Nighean Righ
Lochlainn
Survey and underwater Investigation
Robert Lenfert – University of Nottingham

Later prehistoric pottery with applied rope cordon and incised geometric pattern

NF 95310 72369 This work forms part of the project described
under Dun an-t Siamain. An investigation of the ‘island
dwelling’ Dun Nighean Righ Lochlainn (NF97SE 4) revealed
the islet is largely, if not entirely, artificial in nature consisting
of sub-angular boulders averaging 0.3–0.75m in size. No trace
of a natural foundation was noted beneath the dun. This was
surprising, given the substantial nature of the dun and raises
questions regarding its structural stability. Examination of
the loch bed both around the islet and the causeway revealed
several fragments of later prehistoric pottery of probable midIron Age date.
The position of the pottery which was lying exposed on the
ground surface to the rear of the dun and along the causeway
was recorded with a GPS. A survey which concentrated
on the remains of the well preserved Atlantic roundhouse
and causeway was carried out using a total station. A large
quantity of apparently imported stone lies on the loch bed to
the NW of the islet and appears to represent unused building
material or stockpiles. This rocky section stands in contrast
to the largely featureless loch bed that was inspected within
a 20m radius of the dun.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The 2010 GAMA Award courtesy of the Gatliff Trust

North Uist/South Uist
A859 Spinal Road Improvements
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 8362 6000, NF 8476 5873 and NF 7444 2877 A deskbased assessment and walkover survey were carried out 14
October–2 November 2010 prior to improvement works to the
A859 road. The DBA identified several significant prehistoric
sites in the vicinity of the developments at Carinish,
including an Iron Age dun (Dun Ban – NF86SW 20) and two
scheduled monuments; a stone circle (Carinish – NF86SW
1) and a chambered cairn (Caravat Barp – NF86SW 14). A
number of dykes, field boundaries, jetties and dwellings,
including a blackhouse, were also noted within 1km of the
development boundary. The walkover survey identified the
following previously unidentified sites.
NF 84099 59843 – NF 83714 59951 Dyke A dry stone dyke,
running along the SW edge of a tidal inlet, overlooking salt
marsh and mudflats.
NF 83887 59918 Stone heap A spread of boulders, 14m
wide, lying on the SW edge of a tidal inlet. The feature does
not appear to be natural but had no clear structure.
NF 83874 59883 – NF 83875 59911 Dyke A dry stone built
dyke, 0.8m high by 0.6m wide, running N–S perpendicular
to the shore.
NF 84186 59762 – NF 84177 59724 Dyke A turf bank
running 40m NNE–SSW. Its N end terminates at the shore
line and it is truncated by a modern road to the S.
NF 84179 59720 Structure The remains of a stone structure,
heavily truncated by the modern road. The building was
defined by the lower courses of two perpendicular stone
walls running 11m E–W and 5m N–S.
NF 84266 59698 Stone heap A heap of angular boulders,
c0.80m across, 0.69m wide and up to 0.47m high. The feature
does not appear to be natural but had no clear structure.
NF 84269 59664 Lazy beds At least ten pairs of ridge and
furrow marks running 14m N–S across a small raised plateau
to the NE of the main road.
NF 84459 59442 – NF 84452 59455 Dyke A stone dyke
formed from a single course of large, irregular shaped and
sized stone blocks running 15m along the SW edge of a
tidal inlet.
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A859: Blackhouse at Carinish, North Uist

NF 84464 59403 – NF 84460 59403 Slipway Modern
slipway c19m long and 5m wide, leading to a tidal inlet.
NF 84510 59326 – NF 84502 59310 Dyke A roughly coursed,
dry stone, L-shaped dyke. The dyke is up to 1.1m high, and
runs for 14m N–S, along the edge of a tidal inlet, before
turning W for 10m.
NF 84467 59303 Structure Small, rectangular shaped
building, 8 x 4m, with turf and stone built walls.
NF 84449 59316 Clearance cairn (possible) A pile of large
irregular shaped stone boulders, 3.5m wide by 0.8m high,
on a small grass covered knoll.
NF 84464 59324 Structure The remains of a subrectangular structure, 8.5 x 3.5m, aligned roughly N–S. The
structure was defined by low earthworks with no stonework
visible.
NF 84476 59327 Enclosure A sub-rectangular enclosure,
7 x 7m, truncated by the main road. The enclosure consists
of a rough alignment of irregular shaped and sized stone
blocks, measuring up to 0.28 x 0.48 x 0.18m.
NF 83657 59904 – NF 83691 59911 Dyke A linear earth
dyke, c0.6m high, running E–W for c36m.
NF 83998 59708 – NF 84014 59718 Enclosure Three
conjoined earth banks in an area of low-lying marsh,
defining three sides of a rectangular 20 x 20m area.
NF 84025 59787 – NF 83992 59795 Dyke Linear earth
bank running 35m E–W across an area of boggy moorland.
NF 83996 59758 Structure Rectangular structure, c8.5 x
6.5m, aligned roughly N–S with an entrance on its E side.
The structure had thick (0.75m) dry stone walls.
NF 83991 59743 Structure Rectangular structure, c11
x 5m, aligned N–S. The structure had two doorways and
two windows and its walls were constructed from irregular
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courses of unworked stone boulders bonded with mortar.
Large concrete blocks defined the edges of the doorways and
windows.
NF 84005 59735 Structure Rectangular structure, 5 x 6m,
with thick (0.85m) walls.
The walkover survey identified several dykes and a shieling
hut within the boundary of the proposed development at
Cille Donnain. These previously unrecorded sites point to
agro-pastoral uses of the surrounding landscape.
NF 74415 28574 Shieling hut A rectangular structure, 7 x
6m, aligned NE–SW along the longest axis. The walls survived
as overgrown earthworks with some visible stonework.
NF 74425 28571 Dyke A curvilinear, low, discontinuous
dyke running 15m E–W.
NF 74428 28548 – NF 74399 28550 Dyke A linear,
discontinuous dyke running E–W for 30m.
NF 74410 28612 – NF 74350 28640 Dyke A discontinuous
earthen bank running for at least 75m around the contours
of a hill.
NF 74431 28399 – NF 74464 28377 Dyke A low, wide,
earthen dyke running for at least 40m NE–SW across an area
of deep marsh. The dyke had gently angled sides and a flat
top. It may represent the remains of a track through this area
of waterlogged ground.
NF 74391 28240 – NF 74483 28234 Dyke An earth and
stone dyke running for at least 60m E–W on the W of the
modern road. It may have continued to the E of the road;
however this area was obscured by dense heather.
NF 74426 28583 – NF 74430 28572 Dyke An earth and
stone dyke running NW–SE for 11m.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Technical Services, Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar
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South Uist
Bayview, Griminish, Benbecula
Watching brief
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 75848 52643 A watching brief was undertaken on 15
June 2010 during groundworks for the construction of a
house. The site was considered sensitive due to its proximity
to previously recorded midden deposits. No archaeological
deposits were recorded during the watching brief; however,
a probable 19th-century turf and stone dyke was recorded
along the site boundary.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: David and Anne Healey

Cladh Halainn
Chance find
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 73147 21987 Cladh Halainn is a later prehistoric settlement
on the W coast of S Uist. The site consists of a row of conjoined
roundhouses, excavated as part of the SEARCH project (DES
2002, 121–2). The excavation revealed that human remains
had been interred within each of the excavated dwellings.
A bone fragment was discovered on the track that runs to
the N of the excavated area on 27 February 2010. The bone
was embedded vertically in eroding midden deposits in the
centre of the track, c4m N of the northernmost roundhouse.
The bone was dislodged and removed from the site. The bone
is a fragment (70 x 100mm) of adult human skull, with a
fresh break on its lowest edge, where it was embedded in the
midden deposits. No other bone was visible on the surface;
however, further human remains may lie immediately below
the surface of the track.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Historic Scotland

Frobost, South Uist
Walkover survey
Rebecca Rennell and Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology

of saddle quern were visible in the midden material.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: MacAulay Askernish Ltd

Lochboisdale, South Uist
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 7960 1890 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out 12 September–1 October 2009 prior
to development. The walkover survey, which covered the
peninsula of Rubha Bhuailt, the tidal islet of Eilean Dubh
and the island of Gasaigh, identified six post-medieval sites.
NF 79480 18933 Enclosure An earth dyke running for
more than 15m N–S across the E end of the Rubha Bhuailt
peninsula. The dyke is up to 1.8m wide and 0.75–1.0m high.
NF 79266 18883 Stone heap Stony mound located <5m
from the S coast of the Rubha Bhuailt peninsula. The mound
is 2.9 x 0.75m wide by 0.4m high and contains at least one
block of worked stone, 0.75 x 0.25 x 0.30m. The mound may
be the remains of a small structure.
NF 79250 18874 Quay A disused quay lies on the S shore
of Rubha Bhuailt. It is constructed from stone blocks, with
at least six courses, surviving to c1.8m in height. The site is
marked as a pier on the 1st Edition OS map of 1881.
NF 79241 18958 – NF 79260 18948 Dyke An earthen dyke
running E–W for 20m across the S side of the Rubha Bhuailt
peninsula.
NF 79422 18970 Lugger The remains of a wooden boat,
lying on the foreshore in an inlet on the N side of Rubha
Bhuailt. This is probably the remains of the Excelsior, a
wooden Zulu-type fishing vessel stranded in 1906 (NF71NE
8001). It was moved to its present location in the 1950s, in
advance of a Royal Visit (Calum MacLellan pers. comm.).
NF 79085 19351 Enclosure A 2m high enclosure wall
consisting of dressed stone blocks. The N end of the wall has
been reinforced with brickwork. The enclosure is depicted on
the 1st Edition OS map of 1881.
It has been recommended that the quay, enclosure and
the ship wreck are protected by appropriate buffer zones.
A marine survey of the development area and specifically
the area of the proposed causeway between Rubha Bhuailt
and Gassaigh was recommended, to assess the potential
preservation of archaeological remains submerged by a rise
in sea levels.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Stòras Uibhist

Surveying the settlement mound at Frobost, South Uist

NF 7277 2576 A walkover survey was undertaken on 28 May
2010 in advance of sand extraction on machair at Frobost.
A later prehistoric settlement mound, centred on NF 72840
25714, was recorded 20m to the SE of the extraction site. The
site was previously recorded as two mounds (DES 1998, 103).
The mound measured c60 x 70m by 3m high and had been
damaged during earlier sand extraction. Several areas of
midden and possible structural remains were seen across the
damaged area. Sherds of plain coarse pottery and a fragment

Remains of Lugger on the N side of Rubha Bhuailt, South Uist
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Stiaraval, Market Stance, Benbecula
Walkover survey and watching brief
Rebecca Rennell and Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology
NF 8130 5330 A walkover survey and watching brief were
undertaken 4–26 July 2010 during gravel quarrying. The area
was considered sensitive due to its proximity to a standing
stone. The position of the standing stone (NF85SW 9) was
confirmed at NF 81430 53134. No archaeological deposits
were recorded during the watching brief; however, a probable
19th-century turf and stone dyke was recorded along the site
boundary.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: DJ MacPhail

Stoneybridge, South Uist
Watching brief
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 7352 3424 A watching brief was carried out 28 October–17
December 2009 in relation to coastal protection works. An
area containing a field boundary and lazy beds was fenced
off prior to the start of the works to prevent their accidental
damage. A watching brief was maintained on c25% of the
work associated with the reduction of a shingle bank from
c6.5m to 5m. The excavation of c10% of the 0.5m deep
foundation cut for the rock bund was also monitored. The
excavation for the foundation exposed 0.3–0.5m of shingle
overlying sterile, humic, grey-brown soil. No archaeological
remains or deposits were identified.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Technical Services, Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar

Stornoway
Nicolson Institute, Stornoway
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NB 4283 3276 and NB 4276 3303 A watching brief was
undertaken on 5–21 July 2010 during the construction

Labelled drawing of Callanish VIII seen from N
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of new school buildings and associated infrastructure.
Two areas were monitored, one in the N and one in the
previously undeveloped ground to the S of the development
area. No significant archaeological features or artefacts
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Farrans (Construction) Ltd

Uig
Beinn Fuathabhal, Isle of Lewis
Disclaimer relating to entry on p187–188 of DES Volume 10,
2009
Margaret Curtis wishes to make it clear that she was not
involved in the carrying out of the survey giving rise to the
above report nor indeed in the preparation of the Article.
She dissociates herself from any of the statements as to fact
contained within the article. She further wishes to make clear
that she also dissociates herself from any of the conclusions
drawn from these facts.
Bernera Bridge/Callanish VIII
Outliers, solar and lunar foresights, Somerville’s and Ron’s
boulders
G Curtis and M Curtis
NB 1640 3425 The megaliths of Callanish VIII are located at
the top of a 12.5m cliff on almost level ground. The hill rises
behind to 32.5m. The five megaliths (four still erect and one
felled in prehistoric times) are not set in any circular shape
or even a semi-circle. The site is a combination of two or
more astronomical settings. The W part of the site lies over
a gully. The gully was filled in c1800 BC with stones and
redeposited till, bounded on the S by a retaining wall (DES
1988, 32) forming a level platform/terrace with a cobbled
surface some 16.5m E–W x 4.5m N–S. The E part of the site
has conventional megaliths with socket holes. There are
other standing stones in the vicinity as well as burial cairns
and rock carvings (DES 1987, 61; 1999, 94). Three pairs
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of glacial erratics/boulders/stones (not megaliths held in
socket holes with packing stones) are associated with site
Vlll and should be regarded as outliers, foresights for solar
and lunar events, and as integral parts of site Vlll.
B Somerville 1912, 45–46 drew attention to a boulder
which he claimed to act as a ‘May Day’ (Beltane) sunrise
marker from Callanish Vlll. There are two boulders at NB
17745 34895. The N boulder is 1.05 x 1.45 x 0.65m. The S
boulder is 1.05 x 1.35 x 0.75m. They are more like glacial
erratics on thinly covered rock than ‘proper’ megaliths.
They lie diagonally to the line of sight. They are 1.53km
away, at an elevation of 1.5333° and at azimuths of
60.0333 and 60.2833°. They have an average declination
of +16.1259°.
The W stone is set at the edge of the infill and a platform
built over the gully. Its large packing stones are also part of
the retaining wall. Its S face has a putative cup mark, 55mm
diameter and its attitude indicates the ‘May Day’ sunrise
boulders. For a person standing at the western part of the
platform, the gap between the W stone and the J stone
defined the junction between the near and far hillsides
(27m and 1.53km) and the two ‘May Day’ boulders.
We propose that part of site Vlll was a Beltane/Lammas
solar observatory with the platform and some megaliths
at site Vlll constructed at the limit of observation for a
particular solar event. If the retaining wall and platform
had not been constructed in the gully in the rocky clifftop,
an observer would have been too low to see that particular
sunrise at all. A person could have seen the sunrise behind
the boulders from the E part of the site, but it would have
been in an open stretch of horizon, not the horizon junction
position.
Somerville also reported that due S was marked by
a boulder on the skyline. There are two boulders (not
‘proper’ megaliths) on the thinly covered rock of Cnoc
Buaile Folaich at NB 1635 3346, 0.79/0.80km from site Vlll.
The E boulder (Somerville’s) is 0.75 x 0.70 x 0.55m. The
W boulder is 1.20 x 0.45 x 0.40m. They are 7.4m apart
diagonally to the line of sight. The viewing stances which
would indicate due S, were on the crest of rock at the top of
the cliff, and 15m away between the two megaliths N and
J. Ron realised that by going northwards uphill from stones
N and J only 10m, a further horizon could be seen with two
more boulders on the skyline, directly above the other pair.
These have become known colloquially as ‘Ron’s boulders’.
They lie on the bare rock of Ben Fuailaval at NB 1620 3126,
2.98km from site Vlll. The E boulder is a rounded glacial
erratic about 1.1 x 0.8 x 0.8m. The W boulder is more
angular in shape and is about 1.15 x 0.7 x 1.1m. They are
about 23.53m apart diagonally to the line of sight. 51m
uphill from the J and N stones there is a steeper rocky
area which Ron believed to be the top of the N–S viewing
line, and from where the S extreme moon at its lowest path
always appeared.
The S extreme moon could have been predicted by
monitoring how moon passes related to the two pairs of
S boulders, seen from stances along the 66m N–S viewing
line. Perturbations and the daily declination deficit would
have complicated observations and predictions. A similar
system exists at Callanish l for predicting the S extreme
moon.
Curtis MR and GR Curtis. Unpublished material 2006
Somerville, BH. Prehistoric Monuments in the Outer Hebrides,
and their astronomical significance in Journal of the Royal
Antropological Institute, 42, 1912, 45–46
Archive: A full detailed version of this report is held on the RCAHMS
database (Canmore ID 4112)

Loch Roag Island Survey
Survey
James Crawford
A fifth year of survey on the uninhabited islands of E and W
Loch Roag was undertaken, and the following were surveyed
in 2010. Note: sites recorded by the 1st Edition OS of 1849/52
have been annotated as OS1. Each site has been given a
unique number (eg S1 is Site 1).
Eilean nam Feannag, West Loch
NB 14383 33503 Outline of turf hut and mounding.
Medieval/modern. (S1).
NB 14398 33368 Multi cellular hut type. Large central
oval chamber orientated N–S with 1.5m circular E and W
chambers. Medieval/modern. OS1. (S2).
NB 14419 33422 Stone shelter constructed with sizeable
stones. Medieval/modern. (S3).
NB 14392 33402 OS1 summit trig cairn. 19th century. (S4).
NB 14480 33521 OS1 records ruin here but no remains
survive. (S5).
Eilean Linngean, West Loch
NB 14155 33283 Substantial remains of mounding and a
stone cairn which has been utilised as an OS1 trig station
inundated by peat growth. Prehistoric. (S1).
NB 14225 33333 Settlement site which in medieval times
would have had access to the adjacent island Feannag at low
water. Remains of an oval hut footing 2 x 1.5m and another
being eroded by the sea. Medieval/modern. (S2).
NB 14185 33421 OS1 records a ruin here. No remains
survive. (S3).
Fuaigh Beag, West Loch
NB 12337 33848 Three boat noosts being eroded. Medieval/
modern. (S1).
NB 12270 33823 Four boat noosts being eroded. Medieval/
modern. (S2).
NB 12071 33597 (SMR 12175/6/7) Remains of three terrace
sites. Medieval/modern (S3).
NB 12179 33516 OS1 trig station. Small cairn. 19th century.
(S4).
NB 12159 33328 Small terrace 8 x 5m with remains of
footings of turf hut. Medieval/modern (S5).
NB 12363 33247 (SMR 12178) Remains of turf and stone
dyke. (S6).
NB 12377 33250 Remains of oval hut footing beside
escarpment. Medieval/modern. (S7).
NB 12300 33200 (SMR 3360) Remains of enclosure. OS1.
Medieval/modern. (S8).
NB 12379 33217 Remains of turf hut eroding at shore. 19th
century. (S9).
NB 12397 33130 (SMR 12179) Extensive mound inundated
by undergrowth. Possible Norse feature. (S10).
NB 12420 33165 (SMR 2180) Double chamber hut set
against bedrock with E–W orientation. Transhumance type
with internal W chamber 2m diameter, possible dairy area,
with E living chamber 1.7m diameter. There is a linteled
passage between them. (S11).
NB 12464 33269 (SMR 12181) Former single chamber
blackhouse now foreshortened by shieling type structure at
its S end utilizing material from the N end of the blackhouse.
Other cellular structures at the S end appear to belong to the
period of the blackhouse. At NB 12445 33287 lie the remains
of stock enclosure footings. Medieval/modern. (S12).
Note: in 1549, Bwya Beg is described as ‘inhabit and
manurit gude for store (cattle) corn and fishing’. This
structure must be the candidate for the main habitation site.
NB 12392 33383 (SMR 12182) Kerb cairn. Prehistoric. (S13).
NB 12507 33501 Small burial cairn on shoreline 1.6m at
base and 0.7m high with revetted stones and a declivity at its
185
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summit. Norse. (S14).
NB 12440 33683 Remains of eroding oval hut 3 x 1.8m. 19th
century. (S15).
Eilean Gousam, West Loch This island lying adjacent to
the larger Flodaidh S displays a wide range of features for its
size all of which lie on its W side plateau.
NB 10895 33941 Shelter against rock outcrop 2.6 x 1.5m.
Medieval/modern. (S1). Note: This type of structure was used
as a calf pen in transhumance (pers. comm. Geo Stewart,
Back Historical Soc, 1995).
NB 10952 33916 OS1 trig station. Small cairn. (S2).
NB 10930 33836 Remains of hut foundation 2.1 x 1.7m on
mounding. Leading N there is a 5m linear turf feature. To the
south, at NB 10940 33803, is an oval feature orientated N–S,
further S again there is another N–S orientated oval feature,
8 x 3m. Both are in heavy undergrowth. There is extensive
run rig between the shelter and the structures. Medieval/
modern. (S3).
Eilean Flodaidh, West Loch
NB 10540 33511 Small eroding hut on shoreline 2.5 x 1.5m.
19th century. (S1).
NB 10242 33484 Small eroding hut on shoreline 2 x 1.2m.
19th century. (S2).
NB 10202 33496 Settlement site. OS1 records ‘Both a
Bhallidh’ (factors hut). Several indiscriminate stone settings,
all are being eroded. Medieval/modern. (S3).
NB 10539 33186 Boat noost eroding. 19th century. (S4).
NB 10799 32948 Hut site 3m diameter with S facing
doorway. There are many associated stone features. The site
is set on substantial mounding with stone settings running
S to where one circular structure is being eroded. Iron Age.
(S5).
NB 10792 32998 Double chamber hut, one intact 1.7 x 1.2m
and the other fragmentary. There are other stone features
beside it. A small enclosure lies 4m SW and is clearly linked.
The site was probably for use in transhumance. Medieval/
modern. (S6).
NB 10817 33348 Remains of two hut platforms both eroding.
This is a possible settlement site. Medieval/modern. (S7).
NB 10719 33573 OS1 trig station. Small cairn of stone. (S8).
Eilean Orasaigh, East Loch
NB 21673 31786 Stone placement in area of peat. 19thcentury trig station.
NB 21493 31719 Remains of small turf and stone hut
on peninsula with turf wall running from the island to it.
Medieval/modern. (S2).
NB 21922 32286 (SMR 6124) Stone wall at low tide level
(c1.5m above MLWM) with no apparent connection to the
Meall or Eilean Orinsay. It has a bonded masonry aperture to
allow access. Prehistoric. (S3).
NB 21834 32231 (SMR 6128) Listed as breakwater/causeway
in SMR but is a boat jetty 11 x 2m. 19th century. (S4).
NB 83822 32200 (SMR 6130) Stone and turf dyke running
W from NB 21969 32212. It terminates at a rock outcrop at
NB 21762 32210 then runs inland to NB 21809 32120 then at
90° to NB 21819 32210 to form an enclosure containing run
rig. 19th century. OS1. (S5).
NB 21838 32201 A ruinous structure formed between large
boulders, 3 x 2m, at approximate mid-tide height. Prehistoric.
(S6).
Eilean Pabaigh, West Loch
NB 10408 37292 (SMR 3382) As recorded by OS1, the
N group consists of three houses and a kiln, the S group
consists of three houses with ancillary buildings. The S group
appears to have been constructed on an earlier settlement,
with the foundations of former blackhouses overlain by the
present houses and stockyard walling. The stockyard shown
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on OS1 has been 70% obliterated by sand inundation. The
foundations of this group have been exposed in two of
the blackhouses. The exposed foundations reveal midden
material and earlier structures. At NB 10406 37270 structural
and midden material is being eroded by the sea and several
sherds of Iron Age pottery were observed. Medieval/
modern/19th century. (S1).
NB 10449 37368 (SMR 3382) This more northerly part of
the Baile is a distinct Creaga type containing three houses
with a corn kiln at NB 10391 37366 and lies at 90° to the
main Creaga block. There are some anomalies between what
is shown on OS1 and what is found on site. The most easterly
house has a most intriguing spatial layout though it and most
of the N wall of all of the houses has been inundated with
sand. Medieval/modern. (S2).
Note: the Creaga site could have been abandoned in 1820
when the island was first cleared and inundated with sand.
In 1840, the island was re-populated, then finally cleared in
1849.
NB 10404 37386 Large rectangular stockyard shown on OS1
just N of S2 and still extant to 0.6m. Medieval/modern. (S3).
NB 10364 37466 Oval-shaped enclosure shown on OS1,
masonry extant to 0.7m. Medieval/modern. (S4).
NB 10338 37542 Substantial enclosure elevated from valley
floor between main valley escarpment and rock outcrop.
Enclosure is divided E–W at its mid section and there is a
further enclosure at its N end outside the main enclosure. On
the W wall of the N section of the enclosure, there is a small
irregular enclosure. Medieval/modern. OS1. (S5).
NB 10628 37376 Small kerb cairn 4 x 3m set in the machair
with a central chamber on N–S orientation. One orthostat is
in place in the central chamber. Slightly S at NB 10605 32357,
are the remains of revetted stones and an oval depression, 5
x 3m. Another oval depression and stone scatter at NB 10615
32365. Iron Age. (S6).
NB 10360 37325 Buaile Crois. Boulder enclosure which
has one of the main island division walls, which runs N and
terminates at a similar enclosure (Buaile Falaich), possibly
as the name infers the site of a free standing cross. OS1.
Medieval/modern. (S7).
NB 10585 37545 Remains of stone and turf dyke eroding
at its seaward end and which runs c30m inland. Medieval/
modern. (S8).
NB 10530 37640 Remains of stone and turf dyke across a
gully with a gateway which includes a shelter, 1.3 x 1.3m, on
its W side. It was probably linked to S8 to form an enclosure.
On the summit of Cnoc na Cille, there are remains of further
walling which may be related to this enclosure. Medieval/
modern. (S9).
NB 10563 37725 (SMR 8428) This stone feature, showing
revetted stone in profile, is being eroded on its NW face and
is probably a burial cairn. Prehistoric. (S10).
NB 10610 37750 Remains of an oval shelter located on a
tidal inlet, being eroded on its NE section. There are many
lenses of charcoal and midden material together with sherds
of Iron Age pottery. A further structure and midden material
are visible in an erosion-cut section of the machair at NB
10573 37757, all are eroding rapidly. Iron Age. (S11).
NB 10460 37820 Remains of fallen orthostat with packing
stones at its base at HWM and the possible remains of a
shelter beside a rock outcrop. A second shelter, 3 x 1.5m, is
located 20m to the W against the same outcrop. Medieval/
modern. S12.
NB 10329 37871 Small shelter against rock outcrop.
Medieval/modern. (S13).
NB 10213 37462 Beinn Bheag Summit cairn 1m high. A
rough shelter exists at NB 10184 37475 at the foot of the
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outcrop that forms the summit. A wall across the gully at NB
10189 37450 protects a section of level cleared ground. On
Beinn Bheag’s N flank is a contemporary wall running E to
S5 and W to the cliffs at Buaile Choir. At the W terminal, the
wall defines a triangular area of ground at NB 10105 37384.
A more recent wall stands at NB 10100 37406. Medieval/
modern. (S14).
NB 10155 37650 Beinn Mhor. OS1 trig station on summit. A
rectangular setting of stones, 2.1 x 1.3m may be the remains
of a structure. The summit forms a ridge NW–SW for c50m
and at its SW end (at NB 10143 376250) there is a substantial
(8 x 2m) stone setting, aligned NW–SE. On its SW elevation,
there is a D-shaped platform. Running from the centre of the
ridge is a low turf feature which develops into a turf and
stone wall. The wall terminates at cliffs to the E, where a
small triangular area of ground has been cleared behind the
wall. Iron Age/medieval/modern. (S15).
NB 10101 37585 Remains of possible stockpen/enclosure.
Medieval/modern. (S16).
NB 10035 37955 Cairn of five flat stones on an escarpment
overlooking one of the major gullies. At only c0.8m high,
unprepossessing until viewed from the gully below where it
is silhouetted against the sky. Foundation remains indicate
some antiquity. Period? (S17).
NB 10085 37904 (SMR 8427) Stone setting on summit of
Sron Sithaig. Period? (S18).
NB 09928 37820 Buaile Falaich A 5 x 3.3m enclosure beside
a small terraced area. The gully from this feature runs NW
with scree slopes and escarpments, incorporated in these is
the rubble wall that runs back to Buaile Chrois. A number of
shelter sites, one circular at NB 09963 37900, another at NB
09965 37913 (2.5 x 1.5m) which has remains of corbelling
and a third at NB 09980 37876. Medieval/modern. (S19).
NB 09785 38008 Small shelter formed against boulders.
Medieval/modern. (S20).
NB 09853 37900 Geodha Chalmoir Boulder enclosure

possibly primarily for stock, there may be structures at its W
end and above the cliffs. OS1. Medieval/modern. (S21).
NB 09903 38028 Loch Mhamoil Some 90m from the outfall
of the loch is a substantial structure that appears to be a
horizontal mill. There are entry and exit ports and a corbelled
undercroft but the W section is missing. It is possible that it
is a very large well. At NB 09924 38040, a turf feature crosses
the watercourse to the above site and, in effect, dams it. The
remains of turf hut footings, 2.6 x 1.8m, were recorded at
NB 09855 38070 on the edge of the loch. A second set of
footings with a small terrace were noted at NB 09895 38130.
Medieval/modern. (S22).
NB 10080 38185 Hut circle 3.4m in diameter with a 2m
wide cellular chamber attached on its E, a horseshoe chamber
on its W and a substantial stone feature on its S aspect, all
on substantial mounding. A dyke runs up the rock slope for
c10m W from the site. There is another structure at NB 10080
38192, 2.8m in diameter linked to the previous site. Iron Age.
(S23).
NB 09942 38204 Set of stones against bedrock of unknown
function. Period? (S24).
NB 10040 38350 Charraboist Depicted as enclosure by
OS1, it is probably a village head dyke. A midden is eroding
at NB 10025 38470 exposing lenses of charcoal, shell (oyster,
mussel, limpet, razorfish and winkle) and Iron Age pottery
sherds. There is a stone setting at NB 10200 38435 and several
circular and oval depressions located at NB 10045 88435. The
eroding beach front has exposed a large quantity of building
type materials. The head dyke is eroding at its E end where it
enters the lagoon. Iron Age/medieval/modern. (S25).
NB 10180 38352 Tob Pabaigh In the late 19th century
natural features were used to create a lobster holding pond.
Three walls were erected, two at the island and one at the S
end to create a central pond. These rubble walls are c4m at
the base tapering to 1.5m. (S26).
NB 10247 38171 Shieling type hut 3.1 x 2.1m x c1.5m
high possibly associated with lobster fishing. Three boulder
shelters survive c20m E at NB 10289 31990. Medieval/
modern. (S27).
NB 10187 38556 Two small modern circular structures. 21st
century.
NB 10183 38481 An 8 x 5m stock enclosure extant to 0.6m
high. 19th century. (S28).
NB 10364 38516 (SMR 8489) Large cave, 8m wide, extends
N–S for c20m. A cliff fall has partially destroyed the wall
that existed across the entrance and filled the natural arch.
Internally there is a three sided chamber against its W wall.
In the 19th century, the West Coast Pilotage lists it as a shelter
for fishermen. Prehistoric and later levels. (S29).
NB 10382 38428 Structure 6 x 3m set amongst glacial
scree and boulders, which appears to have been deliberately
destroyed. A possible still of 18th-century date. (S30).
NB 10402 38256 OS1 trig station. Small cairn of stones. 19th
century. (S31).
NB 10535 38187 Cnoc an Oir (SMR 14388) Large mound
of glacial debris used as a burial cist and robbed. A turf and
stone wall runs N from Geodha Tobha to the mound then
turns back S and terminates at NB 10518 38176. The enclosed
area contains two burial mounds, one intact, 5m diameter x
1.5m high, with a stone revetment and another at NB 10507
38153, 3m diameter x 0.8m high, which has been robbed out.
Prehistoric. (S32).
NB 10191 37905 Remains of shelter 2 x 1.8m against gully
wall and a wall running E to NB 10246 37921. (S33).
NB 10467 37998 Mealbost The following sites were
recorded under the place name of Mealbost which runs from
the beach at Traigh na Cille to the wall at Rothirabhat. The
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site in this shallow valley shows many characteristics which
would appear to indicate a settlement from the Middle and
Late Norse periods. Field clearances were noted at NB 10378
38089, NB 10398 38078, NB 10415 38077, NB 10491 38057,
NB 10471 38042 (with possibility of stone setting), NB 10484
38065, NB 10467 37998 (SMR 8430) (with terracing), NB
10417 37846 and possible field clearances at NB 10422 37858
(3 x 2m oval area of stones, with some orthostats) and NB
10426 37846 (1.5m spread of stones, with some orthostats).
Shelters were noted at NB 10357 38138 (SMR 8488), NB
10518 58083 and NB 10414 38075. Other features recorded
were the remains of a dyke at NB 10403 38070, a structure
with terrace at NB 10466 37867 and a small terraced site at
NB 10466 37862. Norse/medieval/modern. (S34).
NB 10454 37693 Teampaill Padruig A photographic record
was made of the remaining fabric. OS1. (S35). Note: Used as
a refuge for the MacLeod of Lewis chiefs. A document from
1549 records there was a church on the site. It is an interesting
possibility that the current fragmentary nature of the site may
reflect the impact of artillery used during the Scottish Crown’s
campaign against MacLeod of Lewis in 1506.
NB 13230 35070 Fuaidh Mor (Baile Township) The village is
recorded by OS1 as having five roofed structures. The village
was cleared in 1849, the same year as OS1 started surveying
in Lewis and there is an anomaly regarding the Creaga block
which shows only one roofed chamber and one barn. This
nucleated village has six houses (a–f), three detached (a–c)
and three in a Creaga block (d–f), with a further footprint
at g, h and l of abandoned eroding structures. The village is
under severe threat from erosion, so a decision was taken to
produce a detailed 1:50 plan of the village (in preparation).
This accompanies a 1:200 plan and a 1:1000 plan of the
village and peninsula. The following (j–s) are all structures
located within the head dyke of the village and marked on
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1:1000 plan. The head dyke, which is partially marked on
OS1, runs from the shore at NB 13000 35550 to a gateway at
NB 32430 35140, turns NW at NB 13750 34950 onto machair
and then 90° to meet the stream at NB 13141 34700.
NB 13273 34986 (j) Stockyard at end of head dyke in rubble
walling. Medieval/modern. OS1.
NB 13210 35990 (k) Eroding platform with stone setting
running from beach front to structure C. Medieval/modern.
NB 13243 35140 (l) Remains of rubble wall with substantial
footings, isolating peninsula, c1.5m wide by 0.9m high. It has
a clear access point at its centre. OS1. Medieval/modern.
NB 13249 35153 (m) Area of stones with fallen orthostats.
Possible kelp kiln. 18th century.
NB 13240 35163 (n) Substantial mound with several
revetted stones. Burial cairn. Prehistoric.
NB 13220 35200 (o) Remains of Ath (kiln) with a well
preserved bowl and air duct 7.4 x 4.6m internally. Immediately
N there is an oval structure 4 x 2.6m lying at 90° to the
kiln. Its stone footing indicates a structural relationship with
the kiln. Within these footings is a stone cist chamber still
linteled in places. At its N end there is a series of large stone
slabs forming a possible structure. At the S end of the kiln
there are two cellular structures. On the E and W of the kiln
there are stone settings that may indicate that the structure
could be classified as a Dun site, reused as a kiln. A well
defined footpath with partial kerbing leads to the kiln. OS1.
Iron Age/medieval/modern.
NB 13235 35215 (p) 1m high modern rubble cairn.
NB 13220 35250 (r) Area with several stone settings,
possibly structure footings. The peninsula probably had
some ritual significance. Iron Age.
NB 13234 35241 (s) Linear stone feature running NW–
SE. At the N end are a number of eroding cellular features
(NB 13226 35242), with two more at NB 13223 35299. A
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breakwater, c11m E–W, constructed to protect the site has
eroded. Iron Age.
NB 13350 35025 Enclosure in rubble stone probably for
willow production. OS1. Medieval/modern. (S1).
NB 13325 35050 and NB 13330 35500 Remains of turf huts,
1m diameter. Fish drying structures. 19th century. (S2).
NB 13222 34877 L-shaped shelter below escarpment.
Medieval/modern. (S3).
NB 13415 34980 OS1 trig station, small cairn of stones. 19th
century. (S4).
NB 13322 34999 Small terraced area. Medieval/modern.
(S5).
NB 13410 34620 Area of mounding with protruding
masonry and orthostats. Burial cairn. Possibly Norse. (S6).
NB 13710 34310 Remains of small L-shaped shelter.
Medieval/modern. (S7).
NB 13290 34621 Remains of small shelter. 19th century.
(S8).
NB 13042 34575 Stone setting in gully. Possible Norse
burial site. (S9).
NB 12905 34440 Remains of small 1.3m diameter hut on
terrace, all eroding. Medieval/modern. (S10).
NB 1320 3442 Rubble landing jetty. 19th century. (S11).
NB 13765 34620 Remains of small rectangular shelter 2 x
1.5m. Medieval/modern. (S12).
NB 12876 34930 Mullagh Beinne The summit cairn
contains a large orthostat (0.9m high x 0.5 x 0.15m), with a
second one of similar size 1.9m N in an area of peat. There is
a distinct depression towards the summit of the cairn and the
site appears to be a cist burial. Prehistoric. (S14).
NB 13084 34946 A 4.4m diameter cairn, a 1.7m slab forms
the kerb. Prehistoric. (S15).
NB 13088 34969 Remains of shelter 2.3 x 2m. Medieval/
modern. (S16).
NB 13125 34969 Partial remains of hut with one orthostat
(0.6m high). Medieval/modern (S17).
NB 13040 35047 Stock pen 4 x 4m with entrance to SE.
Medieval/modern. (S18).

NB 13058 35080 Stock pen 4 x 2m with entrance to NE.
OS1. Medieval/modern. (S19).
NB 13080 35085 Oval enclosure 2.9 x 2.0m by 1m high,
well built with no obvious entrance. Possibly an interment
site if travel to Uig cemetery delayed by bad weather. OS1.
18th century. (S20).
NB 12976 35827 Cave formed by boulder scree, possible
occupation levels. Period? (S21).
NB 12793 35224 Shelter beside escarpment 2.8 x 2.5m.
Medieval/modern. (S22).
NB 12577 35106 Remains of turf and stone dyke, runs N–S
across promontory from NB 12570 35145 to NB 12582 35068.
The enclosed promontory has turf and stone dykes on its NE
and SW sides. It may be a stock enclosure but there remains
the distinct possibility of a promontory fort. Medieval/
modern. (S23).
NB 12856 35512 Mol an Aighe Circular shelter 1.8m
diameter. A turf and stone wall runs to NB 12810 35510 then
onwards as a turf dyke to NB 12690 35468; a turf and stone
wall then runs W to the sea at NB 12635 35461. There is a
substantial area of run rig to the N of the wall/dyke. OS1.
Medieval/modern. (S24).
NB 12558 35550 Gaoith Tuath Three E–W orientated
cellular structures. The most easterly is the largest, 5 x 2.1m.
There are two cellular depressions at 90° to each other at
the W end of the site. This may have been an ecclesiastical
retreat. Early medieval. (S25).
NB 12577 35578 Remains of oval hut, eroding. Medieval/
modern. (S26).
NB 12750 35830 Remains of cave with a collapsed roof and
remnants of a stone staircase which provided access to the
cave floor. It is possible that the cave may have been used as
a refuge. Slightly W of the cave a turf and stone dyke runs W
to steep cliffs at NB 12620 35841. Another wall runs SE then
E and ends at NB 12800 35800 c200m S of the cave. The wall
is marked on OS1. Medieval/modern. (S27).
NB 12261 35711 A small shelter, 1.5 x 1.5m. Medieval/
modern. (S28).

Plan of Fuaidh Mor village, drawn by James Crawford, October 2010

189

Historic Scotl and

HISTORIC SCOTLAND’S DESIGNATION TEAMS – PROTECTING ANCIENT
MONUMENTS, HISTORIC WRECKS AND HISTORIC BUILDINGS
An Update from the Scheduling and Marine Team
Historic Scotland’s Scheduling and Marine Team is
responsible for protecting monuments under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 on behalf
of Scottish Ministers. This involves compiling a Schedule (a
list) of nationally important monuments. The team is also
responsible for the selection and designation of Historic
Marine Protected Areas under the new Marine (Scotland)
Act 2010.

Area-based Work

This year the scheduling team completed its area-based
work assessing 14 parishes in Inverclyde and East
Renfrewshire, spread across three local authority areas.
After a comprehensive sift of over 5000 records of all known
monuments, 104 sites were assessed in the field. Of these,
57 were confirmed as nationally important and are being
scheduled or re-scheduled. These include a wide range of
monuments, both in terms of date and type, from prehistoric
rock carvings and cairns, settlements and forts, through to a
smaller number of medieval monuments and Second World
War remains, the latter reflecting the strategic importance of
the Clyde.

Other notable sites include: a well-preserved enclosed
homestead on Knockmade Hill; three prehistoric roundhouses
at Hillside; a rare and undisturbed marine crannog on the
shore of the Clyde, at Langbank (only nine are known in
Scotland); and the upstanding remains of Lurg Moor Roman
fortlet and road (just above Greenock), an excellent example
of Roman military infrastructure during the Antonine era.
The team is now preparing for its next area-based programme
in Shetland, for which over 10,000 records have been sifted
and some 200 sites will be visited. Fieldwork will take place
in May–June 2011.

Schedule Enhancement Programme

Schedule enhancement work involves the team in a range of
cases across the country. Traditionally, these are brought to
our attention by HS casework teams because the scheduling
documentation is not up to modern standards, or they are
requests from local authority archaeologists and others for us
to consider sites for scheduling for the first time.
Newly scheduled sites include the early historic chapel and
burial ground at Baliscate, Mull; and a recent discovery
of further rock carvings at Achnabreck, Argyll and Bute,
comprising cup marks and concentric rings. Baliscate was
discovered by local volunteers working with the Scotland’s
Rural Past project; subsequent trial trenching by Time Team
confirmed its importance as a rare example of a small chapel,
established probably soon after the arrival of St Columba at
nearby Iona.
The extensive Pictish monastic settlement at Portmahomack,
Highland, in use from the 6th to the 8th century and later
re-occupied, was also scheduled this year. Excavations in and
around Tarbat West Church have verified the existence of
the enclosure ditch and revealed a burial ground and part
of a stone church, as well as evidence for smithing, fine
metalwork and vellum workshops, a road, a butchery site
and a water management system.

A highly unusual scheduling proposal comprises the remains of a Mulberry
Harbour project at Garlieston, Dumfries and Galloway. The surviving elements
include six pontoons, codenamed ‘Beetles’ during the Second World War (one
seen here), and a stone and concrete plinth. The remains at Garlieston represent
a tangible link to one of the most remarkable feats of military engineering
pioneered during World War Two. Together, the pontoons and plinth possess
enormous historical significance as the Mulberry Harbour project played an
integral role in the success of the Allied invasion of Normandy in 1944. (Crown
copyright Historic Scotland)

Among the newly scheduled sites is Paisley Abbey drain,
an impressive structure of beautifully dressed stone, roofed
partly with arches. Discovered only in 1990 (when a member
of the Regional Sewerage Department pointed it out to
archaeologists working nearby), researchers have since
surveyed the drain, excavated both ends and recovered a
remarkable collection of finds, including the earliest known
piece of Scottish music, scratched onto a piece of slate. The
earliest parts of the drain were built probably between AD
1350–1400, the rest mostly between AD 1400–1500.
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Work to improve the Schedule for properties in care is also continuing.
Here, a scheduling inspector is assessing the scheduled area at Iona Abbey.
(Crown copyright Historic Scotland)

During 2010, we have also spent time analysing the state of
the current Schedule. Scheduling in Scotland began in 1882
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The Scheduling and Marine team at work at Langbank Crannog on the shores of the Clyde. The crannog appears in very good condition and the quality of
archaeological preservation was underlined by the discovery of a possible deer antler tool among seaweed-covered stones in October 2009. (Crown copyright
Historic Scotland)

when the first Ancient Monuments Act was passed, and the
maps and documentation for many monuments do not meet
modern standards, especially those scheduled more than
30 years ago. Consequently, the scheduling programme will
be moving away from area-based programmes from 2011–14
to focus instead on improving the quality of the Schedule.
Further information about this change of direction will be
issued in due course.

Roman Camps and Forts

Work on this thematic project to update the scheduling of
large Roman monuments, particularly Roman camps, has
made good progress. Around 30 sites are being re-scheduled,
usually to clarify or extend the boundaries of the scheduled
areas. One fine example is the cropmark complex of Roman
military remains at Glenlochar, Dumfries and Galloway,
which includes a fort and annexe, at least five Roman camps,
a stretch of Roman road and a possible Roman signalling
station, as well as a pair of later prehistoric round barrows.
The newly scheduled area will be over 70ha in extent. The
fort and annexe were first scheduled in 1952 and the camps
and round barrows in 1980.

Marine

The passing of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 at the start
of the year heralded the commencement of work on the
Scottish Marine Protected Areas Project. Historic Scotland is
working with Marine Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage and
the Joint Nature Conservation Committee on this project,
which will make recommendations to Scottish Ministers on
the designation of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) around
Scotland.

Several studies are under way in support of this work.
A marine data audit has scoped the nature and extent of
marine geophysical data gathered around Scotland, which
could be interrogated to enhance our knowledge about
marine heritage. A regional desk-based pilot study of the
shipwreck heritage of Shetland and Fair Isle, and a national
overview of all located marine sites across Scotland, will
also help to improve our understanding of the significance
of the marine heritage resource as a whole. These various
studies will help us to prioritise further assessment work and
ensure that any recommendations made to Scottish Ministers
for Historic Marine Protected Areas are based on the best
evidence available.

Other Work

During 2010 the team has also been involved in work
relating to the passage through Parliament of the Historic
Environment (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill. One of the tasks
ahead is to produce guidance on the designation of artefact
scatters – now eligible for scheduling for the first time. We
will also be writing to all owners and occupiers of scheduled
monuments in 2011 to alert them to changes in the law and
what this means for them.
A major development in 2010 was publication of the Schedule
online, on Historic Scotland’s new data website at http://
data.historic-scotland.gov.uk. This brings together scheduled
monument information and geographic information system
(GIS) data, making it easier to search, view and download
maps and information about scheduled monuments. The
legal scheduling documents are also available as .pdfs.
Developed completely in-house, the data website is free,
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does not require a login and, because it is live, it is always
up-to-date.
We have also updated and are reprinting a series of
16 information leaflets on types of archaeological site,
designed to provide owners, occupiers and managers with
more information about the nature and significance of
the monuments on their land. We are also updating and
re-issuing our leaflet on Managing Scotland’s Archaeological
Heritage, which offers guidance on caring for monuments
and points to other sources of information. This will be
especially useful to Historic Scotland’s monument wardens
who work with owners and occupiers and encourage them
to maintain and improve the condition of monuments on
their land. These will all be available from April 2011, both as
printed leaflets and to download from our website. Copies of
our other free leaflets can be provided on request: Scheduled
Monuments: A Guide for Owners, Occupiers and Managers;
Historic Shipwrecks; and Metal Detecting: Yes or No? Metal
Detecting, Scheduled Monuments and the Law.

An Update from the Listing Team
Historic Scotland’s Listing Team has been working on
a varied programme during the past year, including a
nationwide survey of the work of Sir Basil Spence, and a
partnership project to look at buildings cared for by the
National Trust for Scotland, beginning with a pilot study
of Culzean and Brodick. In addition, survey work has been
ongoing in Glasgow’s East End in partnership with Glasgow
and Strathclyde Universities.

A nationwide survey of buildings and structures related to
hydroelectricity for industrial use and public supply between
1890 and 1975 was completed in 2010, and has aroused
interest both at home and abroad. The study examined
some 350 individual items (dams, power station intakes,
etc) and developed a comprehensive understanding of their
importance in heritage terms. The most significant examples
in terms of special architectural and historic merit have
been designated: the survey resulted in 33 new listings and
updates to 11 existing listings. A free publication was also
produced, Power to the People: The built heritage of Scotland’s
hydroelectric power, which details the history of the sector and
includes a gazetteer of sites. Copies can be downloaded from
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/publications or requested
from the Listing Team.
The research and survey work brought to the fore a
compelling story of important technological innovations,
remarkable people and extraordinary buildings which are
related intimately to Scotland’s landscape and topography,
and ultimately to its identity as a nation. This makes a
fascinating story, all of which informs our contemporary
approach to the buildings and civil structures associated with
hydro in Scotland.
For more information about scheduling, or to find out
what is already scheduled, see www.historic-scotland.
gov.uk/index/heritage/searchmonuments.
To access the online Schedule, including GIS maps and
.pdf versions of the legal scheduling documents, visit
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk.
For more information about designated wreck sites, see
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/wrecksites.
For more information about listed buildings, or to obtain
copies of publications, see www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/
index/heritage/historicandlistedbuildings.
Olwyn Owen, Head of Scheduling and Marine, and
Elizabeth McCrone, Head of Listing, would be happy to
answer any queries:
olwyn.owen@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, 0131 668 8658
elizabeth.mccrone@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, 0131 668 8760

Glascarnoch Dam, Conon Valley Hydroelectric Scheme, Highland. (Crown
copyright Historic Scotland)

One project worthy of particular mention was on the built
heritage of Scotland’s hydroelectric power. In a world facing
the challenges of climate change and with the objectives
of both national and international governments focused
on the renewable energy sources, the unique position of
Scotland in the production of hydroelectric power seems
obvious. In fact, the massive potential of hydro began to be
realised over 100 years ago. Initially in private developments
and later under state control, Scotland had developed an
internationally significant hydroelectric power sector by the
late 1960s. The legacy of this pioneering development is a
vibrant hydro sector, which contributes to Scotland’s status
as a net exporter of power to the rest of the UK (Scottish
hydroelectric schemes generated around 12% of the gross
power consumed in the UK in 2009).
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE ANCIENT AND HISTORICAL
MONUMENTS OF SCOTLAND

Introduction

The format of this report continues that of previous years,
with summary accounts of the major RCAHMS field and
aerial survey programmes, plus details of educational
and outreach activities, followed by a list of accessions to
the archaeological collections. Fuller details of RCAHMS
activities, along with a list of the principal accessions to
the collection, are published in our Annual Review, copies
of which are available on request. Further information on
projects and publications can be found on the Commission’s
website (www.rcahms.gov.uk), which also provides access
to Canmore, the RCAHMS National Inventory.

SURVEY AND RECORDING
Summary

RCAHMS undertook two main archaeological surveys in 2010,
on Bute and on Shetland, with another survey (of the island
of Boreray) undertaken to complement work previously
carried out on the St Kilda archipelago in 2007–09. Further,
a programme of aerial survey, which concentrated on the W
and SW of Scotland and Shetland, and three special surveys
were completed.
Both the Bute and the Shetland surveys saw active
participation by members of the local community, the
former, especially, relying on the knowledge and experience
of volunteers and the integration of them into the field teams.
The project culminated with the publication in November of
a booklet The Archaeological Landscape of Bute – a lasting
legacy of a partnership project that may well act as a model
for future RCAHMS surveys. As well as involving some local
people in the Shetland survey, the Commission welcomed
the opportunity to work in the field alongside colleagues
from Historic Scotland.
Special surveys were completed at the timber-laced fort on
Castle Law, Forgandenny, in Perth and Kinross, at Lochindorb
Castle, Highland, and in the Western Isles, where a thematic
review of Neolithic monuments in The Uists and Benbecula
was undertaken. The Scotland’s Rural Past (SRP) project,
which is hosted by the Commission and started in 2006, had
another extremely busy year, which culminated in a very
well attended conference in Crieff in October. The Historic
Land-use Assessment (HLA) project continues on track to
complete the coverage for the whole of Scotland in 2013–14.

Angus Carved Stones

A previously unrecorded ogham and another possible
inscription were recorded on a fragment of free-standing
cross from Monifieth currently held in storage by the National
Museums Scotland. Two cross-slabs remain to be drawn to
complete this survey.

Aerial Survey

Over 50 sorties were flown in 2010, recording a rich mix
of architectural, archaeological and landscape features.
Threatened buildings, defence sites, industrial and urban
areas have been photographed throughout the year, and
the regional recording of Category A listed buildings has
extended across Dundee and Angus. Advantage was taken

in March to record a broad range of sites under snow in the
Scottish Borders and a brief spell of very settled weather at
the beginning of the summer allowed aerial recording on
Shetland, concentrating on the spectacular archaeological
landscapes of West Mainland. The cropmark season provided
some excellent returns in the west, where uncommonly
dry conditions during June revealed a large number of
sites in grass. By contrast, July and August were dull and
damp, but a concerted programme in late August and early
September surveyed the coastal/maritime landscape of the
west coast with excellent results. This was undertaken with
the assistance of Dr Colin Martin, an experienced flier with
a vast knowledge of underwater and coastal archaeology.
Continuing this theme, a sortie around the far south-west
was undertaken with Dr Jonathan Benjamin, a submerged
landscapes/maritime expert with Wessex Archaeology.

View of the fort and later enclosure on Whiteside Hill, Borders (NT14NE 7).
Photographing a monument such as this when it has a light covering of snow
and when the sun is low can reveal or accentuate features that are otherwise
difficult to see. (Crown Copyright RCAHMS DP 085932)

Bute

2010 saw the conclusion of the two-year partnership project
between RCAHMS and the Discover Bute Landscape Partnership
Scheme (DBLPS), first noted last year (DES 2009, 194). This
year, the Commission continued its close collaboration with
the local community and over 70 volunteers attended a series
of training sessions held to teach aspects of archaeological
recording. Tuition combined with prospective survey resulted
in over 100 previously unrecorded sites being added to the
RCAHMS database. The volunteers also undertook detailed
surveys of individual monuments and participated in training
workshops. The former included a prehistoric hut-circle and
an Improvement period farmsteading; the latter included
topics such as training in archaeological survey techniques,
archaeological ‘ownership’, and the impact the public
contribution to archaeological projects has on the wider geopolitical landscape of Scotland.
The culmination of the project was the publication in
November of The Archaeological Landscape of Bute, a booklet
which describes and discusses the archaeology of Bute from
the Mesolithic to the 19th century. The booklet, one of several
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tangible legacies of the successful working partnership
between RCAHMS, DBLPS and the local population, is a
full-colour publication and is illustrated with ground and
aerial photographs, historical documents, maps and survey
drawings. The text highlights particular sites, discusses
possible avenues of research, acknowledges the character
of previous archaeological investigations on the island,
and demonstrates the importance of local driving forces for
future work. The booklet is available locally on Bute and
can be purchased through the Commission’s website – www.
rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms-publications.

Caithness and Sutherland Carved Stones

Building on previous work, the recording of early medieval
stones in these former highland counties continued in 2010.
All but seven (currently in the National Museum of Scotland)
have been photographed and drawn.

Historic Land-use Assessment

The Historic Land-use Assessment project (HLA), jointly
funded by Historic Scotland and RCAHMS, continued work
across Scotland during 2010 with the intention of creating
an entire data set for Scotland by 2013/14. This year’s work
saw the completion and publication of the Western Isles
data, and the interpretation and editing of part of Dumfries
and Galloway. Draft guidance documents for users are now
available through the new HLAmap website (www.hla.
rcahms.gov.uk). The HLA data can be downloaded for private
research from HLAmap; for commercial purposes it can be
obtained from RCAHMS as a GIS dataset for use under licence.
1:10 drawing of the Pictish symbol stone found prior to 1978 in association with
what is probably a small burial cairn (ND34SW 57) near Groat’s Loch, Watenan,
Caithness. The stone is now on display at the Northlands Viking Centre,
Auchengill. (Crown Copyright RCAHMS SC 1081259)

Shetland

Dun Scalpsie (NS05NE 4) was excavated in the 1950s. This plan, the result of
a survey undertaken by RCAHMS in 2010, shows the dun (A) that sits on the
summit; the wall of the possible fort (B); the timber round-house (C), and the
fox-hole type shelters (D) that were probably constructed by local defence
volunteers, later the Home Guard, during the Second World War. (Crown
Copyright RCAHMS GV 004725)
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In 2010 the Commission undertook two 10-day trips to
Shetland to evaluate a new methodology for the rapid
survey and recording of archaeological monuments in large
areas of landscape based on a desk-based interpretation of
high resolution colour vertical aerial imagery followed by
fieldwork. The first survey was undertaken at Sandwick
Bay on the east coast of Unst, where the landscape is
characterised by abandoned 19th- and 20th-century buildings,
enclosures and fields. Underlying these features, however,
are the extensive but more subtle remains of earlier
settlement. These include thick-walled prehistoric buildings,
and cultivation which comprises irregular plots bounded by
low walls and banks, more regularly-shaped areas defined by
lynchets and larger rectangular fields that run perpendicular
to the coast. The survey succeeded in identifying a number
of previously unrecorded prehistoric and medieval structures
and established a relative chronological framework for the
different periods of cultivation.
The Walls survey area included a high proportion of ground
that was either open peaty moorland or, at best, rough
grazing enclosed within stone walls or fences. The majority
of the earliest monuments, including Neolithic cairns and
settlements, as well as field-systems defined by low boulder
walls (most of them largely obscured by peat), were found in
the former area. Some prehistoric monuments, predominantly
burnt mounds and hut-circles but also one standing stone,
were recorded in the latter, but here the landscape is mainly
characterised by the remains of abandoned farmsteads
and crofts, and a large number of associated planticrubs,
kaleyards and peat stands were recorded.
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St Kilda

As part of the mapping of the archaeology of the St Kilda
archipelago, which RCAHMS has been engaged with in
partnership with the National Trust for Scotland since 2007,
an expedition to the island of Boreray was undertaken in
July 2010. Uninhabited, Boreray lies some 7km NE of the
main island, Hirta, and its soaring sea cliffs are an important
breeding colony for tens of thousands of seabirds. The trip was
organised through a partnership comprising NTS, RCAHMS
and seabird researchers sponsored by Professor Wanless
of the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology. The survey team
identified and recorded some 75 structures and an extensive
previously unidentified multi-period field system. The range
of structures recorded included bothies, cleits, peat-drying
stances, wells, rock-shelters and subterranean corbel-roofed
multi-cellular structures.

Scotland’s Rural Past

As SRP moves towards completion in September 2011, the
penultimate year has been devoted mainly to helping the
35 or so remaining projects finish their research and submit
their records to the RCAHMS database. This has involved
extensive fieldwork by the team and the provision of four
special workshops, including ‘Archaeological Drawing’ and
‘Presenting Material to the Public’, to provide skills not
covered in detail by other SRP training courses. About 400
site records were added to Canmore by SRP participants in
2010, many of them incorporating extensive social history
and oral history research. Included in this figure are 250
from the North of Scotland Archaeology Society following
completion of their Strathconon survey.
Education projects in 2010 (see below) saw more schools
involved in a wide range of activities, including oral history
research and fieldwork. Several projects were linked to
community SRP projects, with exciting results. These included
the Aboyne Academy ‘LOST’ project, which involved all 130
pupils in the survey and recording of the rural settlement of
Auchtavan, near Braemar.
The third annual SRP conference was held in Crieff over

a weekend at the end of October. The Saturday comprised
a programme of presentations, with the emphasis on talks
given by members of local community groups rather than
professional archaeologists and historians. There were also
workshops, displays, clinics to deal with specific data entry
issues and a preview of four new SRP training videos, which
focus on specific field recording skills. These will be available,
together with a field recording manual, on the SRP website
(www.scotlandsruralpast.org.uk) in 2011. The Sunday saw
two guided walks to local rural settlements in Glen Cochill
and Glen Almond.
Other new developments within SRP in 2010 included the
design and delivery of a new ‘Training for Trainers’ course,
which is aimed at professionals and volunteers who work
with the wider public and young people (especially Young
Archaeologists’ Clubs) to encourage wider engagement
with the rural heritage. SRP also welcomed a new, Gaelic
speaking, member to the team to assist with community
liaison activities in the final year of the project.

Special Surveys

The photographic and measured survey of Lochindorb Castle
(NH93NE 1) was completed in the spring of 2010, enabling
the two main phases to be outlined at both ground and
first floor level, and profiles across the site to be compiled.
An outwork was found to have been added to the primary
castle of enclosure in the 14th century. It is now clear that the
primary great hall and chamber were built in timber against
the west or back wall of the castle in the 13th century, to be
replaced in the 14th century by a stone-walled hall in the
newly enclosed space between the inner and outer curtains.
The chamber block in this new arrangement appears to have
been the first floor of the primary range of stone buildings
along the east curtain over the original entrance. This change
is indicated by the conversion of the garderobe beside the SE
tower to a passage. The gothic arch of the gate in the outer
curtain has a shallow profile that suggests a 14th-century date
and bears comparison with the first-floor hall at Rait Castle.
That this gate is so close to the shore suggests there may

View from SE of J Sherriff (RCAHMS) investigating a peat stand (HU24NW 158) at Stany Field, Walls and Sandness, Shetland. Prior to the modern period, largely
treeless Shetland relied on peat as its main source of fuel and the turves were stacked on raised stands to dry out before they were carried off the moor. (Crown
Copyright RCAHMS DP 091923)
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once have been a jetty here. The gate was defended by a
portcullis and a covered passage suggesting a gate tower over
the entrance.
The survey of the timber-laced fort on Castle Law,
Forgandenny (NO01NE 5), which was initiated in October
2009 (DES 2009, 195–6), was completed over a week in
March 2010 with the assistance of students from University
of Glasgow Archaeology Department. The survey succeeded
in establishing a relative sequence for the different periods of
enclosure on the hill, the latest appearing to be the inner of
the two timber-laced forts on the summit.
A thematic review of Neolithic monuments in The Uists
and Benbecula was carried out over two week-long trips in
March and September 2010. In all, thirty-three chambered
cairns were visited, together with eight standing stones, five
stone circles and two stone rows. An updated description
for each site is being written and will be made available to
the public through Canmore. Of the ‘chambered cairns’, two
are new discoveries, while seven have been reinterpreted,
most of them as large buildings, and will be reclassified
accordingly.

was produced and placed in position as a permanent legacy
of the project. The public road provides the route used by the
Cape Wrath Challenge runners, and the milestone was in place
for the event. RCAHMS provided two teams of participants
for the race, one representing Scotland’s Rural Past, and one
formed in collaboration with members of Defence Estates,
and the RCAHMS/DE team ran in specially produced T-shirts
which featured the winning milestone design, as a means of
publicising the project.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
Defending the Past

Following the start-up to this project (DES 2009, 196–197)
2010 has seen the project undertake most of its fieldwork
and move to a conclusion. Supported by the Heritage Lottery
Fund, and undertaken in partnership with Defence Estates,
this project aimed to increase access, understanding and
enjoyment of the built heritage contained within the Cape
Wrath military training area by the local community, and
by the thousands of NATO troops who visit each year to
undertake military exercises. Initial work in late 2009 had
introduced schoolchildren to the area, through a combination
of desk-based and outdoor activities. RCAHMS aerial, survey
and collections information was used to provide the context
for the area’s development as a training centre, and this was
followed up by a programme of guided camping trips, and
visits to the Cape Wrath lighthouse and the military control
tower at Faraid Head to give the children firsthand experience
of sites they had studied earlier.
The contrast between the area’s natural and cultural
heritage importance, and its use as a site for intensive military
practice since the 1930s, caught the children’s imagination.
With the help of a commissioned environmental artist, this
became the starting point for a range of creative responses to
the challenges the area faces. The children created a series of
‘anti-targets’, in the form of signs which designated areas of
heritage importance which needed protection from bombing.
They also created temporary in-situ artworks, achieved by
transforming some of the many disused military vehicles
used for target practice in ways which expressed some of
the themes which had come out of their earlier work. These
anti-targets and temporary artworks stayed in place over the
period of the Cape Wrath Challenge in May 2010, when the
training centre hosts hundreds of runners from across the
country who gathered to compete in one of the toughest
marathons in Britain. An exhibition featuring outputs from
the project was created and shown in the Village Hall for the
duration of the event.
Previous research had indicated that one of the milestone
markers which line the 1833 public road from the lighthouse
to the Durness ferry was missing, so school children from
Kinlochbervie High School developed a range of possible
designs for a new eight-mile marker, and the winning design
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The winning eight-mile marker design, by Kinlochbervie High School S1 pupil
Jennifer Ross, in place on the Cape. (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

The troops who come to the area to participate in NATO
exercises formed an important part of the audience for the
project, and the concept of a pack of playing cards, featuring
images of the area, was developed as a means of reaching
this widespread group. A photographic competition was
held to gather the best public images of the stunning natural
and cultural heritage in the area, and the winning images
were combined with images from Defence Estates and the
Sutherland Biodiversity Partnership to form an accessible
and attractive memento of the Cape environment. With
additional funding from Defence Estates and the Biodiversity
Partnership, 7,500 packs of playing cards were produced.
These have been made available to the local community, as
well as to Defence Estates, and will be a lasting legacy of
the project for both military personnel and visitors over the
coming years.
The project concluded with a series of oral histories of life
in the Cape area past and present, recorded through sessions
led by a local storyteller. These have been edited to form
linked reminiscences on specific areas within the Cape, and
will be made available in podcast form to the public via
the Web. A presentation giving an overview of the project
was also delivered to the Highland Archaeology Festival in
October, and packs of playing cards were distributed to the
attendees.

RC A HMS
Scotland’s Rural Past

The local fieldwork which lies at the heart of SRP has proved
to be ideal material for engaging with schools’ audiences,
and is particularly well-suited to meet the requirements of
the new Curriculum for Excellence, with its emphasis on
the importance of inter-disciplinary and extra-curricular
work. Building on these strengths, a number of innovative
education projects with schools have been undertaken
across Scotland over the past year by the SRP Interpretation
Officer, Brian Wilkinson.
In Shetland, Uyeasound Primary School on Unst, began
recording a number of deserted croft houses depicted on a
collection of watercolours in the care of Unst Heritage Society.
These watercolours, by artist June Owers, were made in the
1970s and have recently been scanned for inclusion in the
RCAHMS Collection. The children took grid references of the
remains using hand-held GPS devices, and photographed
the croft houses to show how they have changed in the
intervening years. Their work was subsequently used in
a display at the Unst Heritage Centre during the Shetland
Hamefarin 2010 celebrations. As a result of this, SRP has
been a continuous theme throughout the school curriculum
over the past year, and in the recent ‘excellent’-graded HMIE
inspection of the school, specific mention was made of the
benefit to children’s learning through their involvement
with RCAHMS in recording abandoned settlements.
In Orkney, visits were made to Stronsay, Shapinsay
and Westray schools, as part of their involvement in the
‘Crofting Connections’ project, a joint initiative between
the Soil Association and the Scottish Crofting Federation to
investigate crofting past, present and future. This involved
taking the pupils to explore a variety of improved and preimprovement farmsteads to inform their research on the
history of crofting on their islands.
The Interpretation Officer also spent three days at
Auchtavan township in Aberdeenshire with S1 pupils from
Aboyne Academy in September, helping them to undertake
the fieldwork element of their year-long Enterprise project to
record and interpret the township for future visitors. Despite
having one fieldwork day cancelled due to storm force winds,
over 100 pupils visited the site over the course of the week
and began a plane table survey. Volunteers from the Glen
Muick and Braemar SRP projects helped the pupils carry out
their recording. The project was visited by Mark Stephen
from BBC Radio Scotland’s ‘Out of Doors’ programme who
recorded interviews with the pupils, teachers and the SRP
Interpretation Officer about the work they were undertaking
and its relevance to pupils’ learning.

Working with Hawick Heritage Hub and Scottish Borders
Council Archive Service, a visit was made to a ruined
farmstead at Shootinglee, near Traquair. Three Borders
primary schools had already been involved in a project on
emigration using archive records to trace the movement of
people from the region during the 19th century. As part of
their research, they discovered that one family, which had
emigrated to Australia, was recorded as living at Shootinglee,
a farmstead shown as unroofed on the 1st Edition OS map.
The remains of this farmstead were visited and investigated
by pupils from Ettrick and Yarrow primary schools in the
company of the SRP Interpretation Officer.

SRP Interpretation Officer Brian Wilkinson shows the remains of an agricultural
settlement at Lonemore township to children from Gairloch Primary School’s
Gaelic-speaking unit. (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

The SRP Interpretation Officer spent two mornings in
September with Youth Vision investigating Threipmuir
steading in the Pentland Hills Regional Park. Youth Vision
is an HLF-funded informal education project which uses
outdoor learning to assist young people who have low selfesteem, lack of confidence, are underachieving in school,
have behavioural problems or are not in employment,
education or training. Youth Vision has taken a long lease
of Threipmuir, which has been surveyed in detail by the
Pentland Hills SRP group.
In early October eight young people from the Gaelic medium
unit at Gairloch primary school, along with their class
teacher and local volunteers, joined the SRP Interpretation
and Community Liaison Officers on a visit to Port Henderson
crofting township. This fieldtrip supported a school project
to investigate the history of crofting in the district. Working
with SRP volunteer Anne MacInnes, the group visited both
the abandoned settlement and the modern crofting township
at Port Henderson, where they interviewed two of the last
Gaelic speakers in the district about how the crofts had been
worked. The pupils were given a tour around a surviving
croft house and byre and were allowed to handle a range
of traditional tools stored in the byre. SRP’s Community
Liaison Officer, Kirsty MacDonald (a native Gaelic speaker),
led the discussion on how the tools were used on the croft
and how the croft house had been built. The class went on to
investigate, measure and draw the remains of a corn-drying
kiln and a row of fishing cottages on the shore.

Online Developments
S1 pupils from Aboyne Academy using a plane table to record settlement
remains at Auchtavan township on Invercauld Estate in Glen Feardar,
Cairngorms National Park. (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

RCAHMS recognises that the online environment is one
of the most effective ways of reaching out to general and
specialist audiences across the country, and throughout
2010 we have been building on the initiatives outlined in last
year’s report.
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The ScotlandsPlaces website (www.scotlandsplaces.gov.
uk/) was launched in 2009 as a collaboration between
RCAHMS, the National Archives of Scotland (NAS), the
Scottish Government and the University of Edinburgh. It
brings together historical data about the people and places
of the nation. Its easy to use gazetteer and interactive
map-search interface allows users to access invaluable
RCAHMS and NAS resources ranging from listings of land
ownership and Register House records to photographs,
plans and drawings of the nation’s buildings and
archaeology. The National Libraries of Scotland joined the
ScotlandsPlaces project this year, and have contributed a
range of additional map-based information to the project,
including 1st Edition Ordnance Survey mapping (at both 6"
and 25" scales), Bathymetrical Survey mapping of Scottish
Freshwater Lochs from 1897-1909 carried out by the Royal
Geographical Society in both volume and individual map
record-formats (with magnification facility), Historical
County mapping from 1580–1928, and historical Town
Plans from 1580–1919.
In May, the ScotlandsPlaces site was awarded the
prize for ‘most beneficial information service’ at the
Association for Geographic Information (AGI) annual
conference in Glasgow, as part of the AGI’s ‘One Scotland,
One Geography’ challenge. Both AGI delegates and the
competition judges voted ScotlandsPlaces first in its
category. In addition, the website was commended as
an example of a potential INSPIRE-based Spatial Data
Infrastructure for Scotland.
MyCanmore (http://canmore.rcahms.gov.uk/en/mycanmore/),
launched in August 2009, is the customisation and usergenerated content facility within the main RCAHMS
Canmore database. Once registered, users can modify their
search settings within Canmore, upload text and image
contributions to sit alongside RCAHMS information on
specific sites, and manage their own personal settings and
contributions. More than 3,000 image contributions, and
over 500 text contributions have now been received, and the
material which has been contributed has been a significant
enhancement to the RCAHMS database. User research is
now under way to inform the next phase of MyCanmore
development, which will focus on improving the accessibility
of the interface and enhancing the searchability of the
contributions.

COLLECTIONS

As ever, this year has seen a broad range of archaeological
material accessioned into our collections, with archives
from projects ranging from excavation and watching briefs,
to surveys and historic building recording. Some of this
year’s highlights include excavations by GUARD at Hilton of
Cadboll, and the Isle of May, archive from the Traprain Law
Environs Project, excavations of a cist at Eweford, by Helen
Nisbet, and 20th-century defences in Fife.
Material can be accepted in both traditional paper form,
and as digital media. RCAHMS continues to play a lead role
in the development of policies and guidelines on standards
of archival creation and preservation, to ensure that this
media continues to be accessible for the future.
Copies of guidelines for the creation of paper and digital
archives are available online, through the Freedom of
Information section of the RCAHMS website www.rcahms.
gov.uk. For further information and advice, please contact
Iain Fraser or Sharon McMeekin.
Much of this year has been devoted to two major projects:
the first has been the preparation of all the archive material
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held in our main outstore for transfer to a new location in
west Edinburgh. This has been a major project, involving
the upgrade of collections storage, documentation, and
retrieval systems. The necessary, temporary, suspension in
accessioning new material explains the comparative brevity
of this year’s list of accessions. The second project is the
complete redesign of the Collections page of the RCAHMS
database, Canmore. The resulting hierarchical structure
will allow more flexible interrogation of RCAHMS data and
collections. Together, these two developments will mean
that much more information regarding RCAHMS Collections
will appear in Canmore over the coming months, and that
new accessions will appear much more quickly.
The RCAHMS public search room is open for consultation
from Tuesday to Friday, 9.30 to 17.00 (18.00 on Thursdays).
As many of our collections are stored outside the main
building, to ensure that material is available, it is advisable
to arrange an appointment prior to visiting the search room.
Address: John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace, Edinburgh
EH8 9NX Telephone: 0131 662 1456 Fax: 0131 662 1477/1499
Email: info@rcahms.gov.uk Website: www.rcahms.gov.uk

PRINCIPAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL ACCESSIONS
January 2010 to December 2010
SCOTLAND, GENERAL

Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd:
environmental impact assessment, Clatto, Fife, Corriemoile,
Highland and Harestanes, Dumfries and Galloway (WISS),
2003; desk-based assessment and field reconnaissance,
Esk Valley Burghs, CSO strategy study (VABU), 2000;
environmental impact assessment, Cambusmore Estate,
Drummuir Estate, Kinnaird Estate and Trinafour, Highland,
Moray and Perth and Kinross (RESL), 2002; environmental
impact assessment, five wind farms (FIWF), 2006–07; report
on a watching brief and excavation at Crystal Rigg II Wind
Farm, Lammermuir Hills, East Lothian and Scottish Borders
(1579.2), 2009.
Bound volume of map extracts, with index, on Roman
Camps and Forts in Scotland, compiled by OGS Crawford’s
pilot. (Dr Birgitta Hoffmann).
Archaeological dental reports by Dr D Lunt, formerly of
the University Glasgow Dental School, Department of Oral
Sciences.
Research files created during research for the corpus of
brochs, published as a BAR report, by Dr EW MacKie.

ABERDEEN, CITY OF

Archive from excavation, Wellington Road (4420/4455), by
AOC Archaeology Group, 2004.
Drawing from a desk-based assessment and historic
building survey at King Street Bus Station (ABUS), by CFA
Archaeology Ltd, 2007.
Archive from monitoring, Chapel Croft, Bucksburn
(WTBA09), by Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2009.

ABERDEENSHIRE

Archive from projects by AOC Archaeology Group: watching
brief, Cairnmore Wind Farm, Rhynie (21500), 2009; watching
brief, Cairnborrow (21426), 2010.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: desk-based
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assessment and reconnaissance field survey, Stoneyhill,
Peterhead (COSW), 2001; watching brief, Hill of Fiddes Wind
Farm (FIDD, 1673), 2009; environmental impact assessment,
Third Don Crossing, Aberdeen (TDON), 2002–05; watching
brief at Tullo Wind Farm (1700), 2009; reconnaissance
survey, Gordonstown Wind Farm, (GORD), 2008.
Archive from evaluation and risk assessment, Craigenlow
Quarry, Dunecht (544), by GUARD, 1997.
Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd:
watching brief, Mill Farm Quarry, Kemnay (MFQ04), 2009;
watching brief, Boyndie Wind Farm, Portsoy (BWFP09),
2009.
Archive from projects by SUAT Ltd: watching brief and
walkover survey, Blackdog Burn (BD01(WB)), 2008;
investigations, Pitsligo Castle, Rosehearty (PC01), 1995.

ANGUS

Archive from excavation, Westfield Park (20799), by AOC
Archaeology Group, 2007.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: evaluation
and excavations, Newton Farm, Carnoustie (NECA), 2004;
investigations on the A92D (A92D), 1998; evaluation,
Battie’s Deposition Area, Muirdam and Purleton Borrow
Pits, Ardownie (PURL), 2003.
Archive from projects by GUARD: survey, House of Dun
(795), 2000; skeletal analysis, Montrose (638), 1998.

Archive from projects by GUARD: risk assessment, Port Anne
to Lochgair (699), 1999; watching brief and risk assessment,
Saddell Abbey (723), 1999; watching brief, the Old Quarry,
Campbeltown (695), 1999; watching brief, Eilean Righ
(746), 1999; feasibility project, Tarbet-Ardlui Cycle Path
(765), 1999; risk assessment, Tayinloan and Muasdale water
supply (814), 1999; watching brief, Islay water pipeline
(790), 2001; field records and notes, Colonsay (540), 1998;
excavation, Mulreash Mines (411), 1996; excavation, Iona
Abbey (399), 1996.
Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd: works,
Black Crofts, North Connel (BCN06), 2006; evaluation,
Middle Inens, Tighnabruaich (MIT06), 2008; desk-based
assessment, Culcharron Quarry, Benderloch (CQB04), 2005.

CLACKMANNANSHIRE

Archive from historic building survey at Castleton Farm,
Pool of Muckart (DOLL), by CFA Archaeology Ltd, 2009.

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY

Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: environmental
impact assessment, Whiteside Hill (WIDE), 2006; historic
building survey, Kelton Mains, Threave Estate (KELT, 1522),
2008.
Archive from projects by GUARD: Scheduled monument
consent application, Dumfries Cursus (666), 1998;
environmental impact assessment, Moffat (657), 1998;
excavation, Steven’s Croft (348), 1997; watching brief, High
Street, Stewarton (597), 1998.

Archive from projects by SUAT Ltd: watching brief, House
of Dun, Montrose (MT26), 2008; watching brief, land N of
Dorward House, Warnack Terrace, Montrose (MT24), 2008;
evaluation and watching brief, Hillhead, Kirriemuir (KM07,
KM08), 2008; walkover survey, evaluation, desk-based
assessment, and watching brief, hydro-electric pipeline,
Rottal, Glen Clova (GA01 and GA02), 2008; watching brief,
Trades Close, Montrose (MT15), 2002; watching brief,
Brechin Cathedral (BR09), 2003; watching brief, Old Shore
Head (AB22), 2004.

Archive from watching brief, George Street/King Street/
Bruce Street, Whithorn (WWB07), by Headland Archaeology
Ltd, 2007.

ARGYLL AND BUTE

EAST AYRSHIRE

Archive from projects by AOC Archaeology Group:
excavation, Canavan (20087), 2006; excavation, Glenegdale
House (20457), 2007.
Notebook containing manuscript account of ‘Circular Rock
Markings supposed to be Early British’, and ‘Duns, or
Ancient British Hill-Forts’, discussing antiquities principally
of Argyll, by HD Graham (Miss Iona Chatterton).
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: preservation
strategy report, A’Chruach Wind Farm (CHRU), 2003;
reconnaissance survey, Brackley Wind Farm (BRAW), 2005;
coastal zone assessment survey, Kintyre and Isle of Arran
(KACL), 2004; evaluation and watching brief, Kingarth
Quarry, Kingarth (KING), 2001; scoping report, Ormsary and
Stronachulin Estates (ORMS), 2005; environmental impact
assessment, Corlarach and Blantyre Muir Wind Farms
(WCCB1 and 2), 2006.
Archive from projects by FIRAT Archaeological Services:
walkover survey, Braevallich Farm, Loch Awe, 2009;
watching brief on land W of Tigh na Mara, Mull (DM 06
and 08), 2010.

DUNDEE, CITY OF

Report on a watching brief at Transit Shed 25, Camperdown
Street (1652), by CFA Archaeology Ltd, 2009.
Archive from watching brief, site of Seafield House, Grove
Academy, Broughty Ferry (DD52), by SUAT Ltd, 2006.
Archive from evaluation, Kilmaurs Road, Fenwick (20727),
by AOC Archaeology Group, 2007.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: survey
and evaluation at Grievehill Open Cast Coal Site extension
(GREX2), 2008; environmental impact assessment, Galston
Flood Prevention Scheme (GAFL), 2004.
Archive from projects by GUARD: watching brief, Mote Hill,
Cumnock (634), 1998; investigations, Loudoun Castle (825),
1999; risk assessment, Loudoun Hill Phases 2 and 3 (819),
1995; watching brief, New Street, Dalmellington (594), 1998.
Archive from cultural heritage assessment, Meiklewood,
Kilmarnock (MKA04), by Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2005.
Archive from walkover survey and evaluation, Carmel
Meadows, Crofthead Road, Kilmaurs, Kilmarnock (KY01),
by SUAT Ltd, 2006.

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE

Archive from watching brief, Kelvin Valley Sewer (KVS97),
by Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2001.
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Archive from excavation, Alderston House (20119), by AOC
Archaeology Group, 2006.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: evaluation,
Lochend Avenue/Brunt Place, Dunbar (GOUL), 2009;
desk-based assessment and evaluation, Plot 1, Bell House,
Roxburghe Park, Dunbar (BEHO, 1624), 2009; cultural
heritage assessment, Penston and Merryhatton (MERY),
2006; evaluation, Toddleburn Wind Farm (TODD2), 2009;
environmental impact assessment, Crystal Rig Phase II Wind
Farm, Lammermuir Hills (MONY3), 2003; building recording
survey, Bielside Garden Lodge, West Barns (GARD), 2003;
excavation at 253 North High Street, Musselburgh (SOCL),
2008; watching brief and excavation at Aikengall Wind Farm
(ACOW), 2008; buildings appraisal at 92–93 High Street,
Haddington (1641), 2009; watching brief at Ferneylea Riding
Arena, Oldhamstocks (FERL, 1680), 2009; discovery of five
post-medieval burials at Longdykes, Prestonpans (1643),
2009; metal detector survey and watching brief at Bankton
House Steading (1681) 2009; evaluation at a new amenity
building, Dunbar Castle Park (1653), 2009; medieval and
later boundaries and buildings at The Poplars, Back Lane,
Aberlady (1644), 2009; historic building survey at Manse
Stables, 244 Church Street, Tranent (1670), 2009; building
appraisal at numbers 52–54 High Street Haddington (1687),
2009.

EAST RENFREWSHIRE

Archive from projects by GUARD: landscape and survey,
Greenbank House and Gardens (474/300), 1997; watching
brief, Levern Walkway, Barrhead (744), 1999.

EDINBURGH, CITY OF

Archive from projects by AOC Archaeology Group: survey,
Woodhall Mill Brae (4014), 2003; Cramond Walled Garden
(20529), 2007; excavation, Semple Street (20418), 2007;
excavation, former Trinity House (20515), 2007.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: desk-based
assessment, 10 West Harbour Road, Granton (HARO), 2006;
desk-based analysis, reconnaissance and report, City Park and
West Winnelstrae (WINN), 2007; watching brief, Biomedical
Centre (BIOM), 2005; investigations, Echline Avenue, South
Queensferry (PLPE), 2007; level 1 standing building survey
on the Airdrie to Bathgate Railway and linked improvements
(1646), 2009; photographic building survey on a series of
over bridges on the Airdrie to Bathgate railway (1646), 2009;
photographic survey of specific sites along the Water of Leith
(1640), 2009; evaluation at 17 Redhall House Drive (REHA),
2008; watching brief at Belmont Garden House, Murrayfield
(BEWE), 2008; evaluation on land adjacent to Whitehill Road,
Kinnaird South, Newcraighall (WOAD), 2008; watching brief
at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo Grandstand, Edinburgh
Castle Esplanade (TATT), 2008; watching brief on an office
development, Glasgow Road, Ratho Station (RATO), 2008;
watching brief on the Gogar Burn sediment management
project (GOGA), 2008; watching brief at Ratho Hotel, Glasgow
Road, Ratho Station (RATO), 2008; desk-based assessment
and evaluation at Southbank, 145–147 Grange Loan (GLON),
2008; desk-based assessment and evaluation at Kingsinch
School, Gilmerton Road (1551 and 1666), 2008 and 2009;
watching brief at Orocco Pier Hotel, 17 High Street, South
Queensferry (SQUE), 2009; watching brief at the Water of
Leith flood prevention scheme, Warriston Road (1729), 2009;
excavation of a ha-ha within the grounds of Edmonstone
House (1663), 2009.

Cist at Knowes, East Lothian, excavated as part of the Traprain Law Environs
Project, 2004. (Copyright Durham University and Dickinson College: RCAHMS
DP093986)

Archive from excavation and fieldwork carried out for the
Traprain Law Environs Project, by Durham University and
Dickinson College, 2000–04.
Archive from projects by GUARD: watching brief, Pencaitland
to Penston (Pathhead to Gladsmuir) (685 and 685.2), 1998;
environmental analysis, Port Seton (675), 1998; desk-based
assessment and field survey, East Fortune Airfield, North
Berwick (525), 1997.
Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd:
Bankhead Farm, Humbie (BFH02), 2002; excavation,
Wedderburn House, Inveresk (WHI01), 2005; evaluation,
East Fortune Hospital (EFH05), 2006.
Archive from excavations of two cists at Eweford, by
HC Nisbet, 1975. (East Lothian Council).
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Excavation of a large ditch by Headland Archaeology Ltd ahead of development
at Gogarburn Hospital, City of Edinburgh, 2003. (Copyright Headland
Archaeology Ltd: RCAHMS D093980)
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Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd:
appraisal, Hyvots Loan, Moredun Dykes Road, Gilmerton
(MDH07), 2007; appraisal, Liberton Drive/Alnwickhill Road
(LDE06), 2006; cultural heritage appraisal, McDonald Road
(MRE05), 2006; appraisal, 396–410 Gorgie Road (GRED07),
2007; Scottish Parliament Archaeology Project (PAR98), 1999;
watching brief, metal detector survey, Leith Links Drainage
(LLDP09), 2009; monitoring, Craigroyston High School
(PLN07), 2007; evaluation and historic building recording,
Hermiston Steading, Currie (HSE07), 2008; watching brief and
excavation, Gogarburn Hospital (GBH01), 2003; evaluation,
Tiso, 41 Commercial Street, Leith (TCSL08), 2008; desk-based
assessment, Horne Terrace (HTED07), 2008; evaluation, Well
Flats Road, Kirkliston (WRK05), 2005.
Artefact publication drawings from excavations at the
Scottish Parliament site, Holyrood, 1999. (Historic Scotland).
Archive from projects by SUAT Ltd: standing building
recording, 40–42 Elbe Street, Leith (EB04), 2007; desk-based
assessment and evaluation, Dovecote Cottage, Orrock Park,
20 Gilmerton Road (EB02), 2002.

FALKIRK

Report on a watching brief at The Kilns, 6 Fairfields Moss
Road, Dunmore (KILN), by CFA Archaeology Ltd, 2009.
Archive from site analysis, Cowden Mill (494), by GUARD,
1996.
Archive from evaluation, M80 Stepps to Haggs DBFO
(SHG06), by Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2007.
Archive from evaluation and salvage excavation, Lochlands
Industrial Estate, Larbert (FK01), by SUAT Ltd, 2002.

FIFE

Descriptions and photographs of sites on the 1940 Fife AntiTank Line, ‘The Command Line’, compiled by GJ Barclay,
2005–09.

Archive from a survey of the Isle of May, by JR Hunter and
SJ Dockrill, 1991.
A folder of measured survey drawings, with photographs
and correspondence, from excavations at Newark Castle,
St Monans, by Scotia Archaeology Ltd and S Scott, 2002.

GLASGOW, CITY OF

Archive from projects by AOC Archaeology Group: excavation,
New Rotterdam Wharf (4931), 2006; survey, Great Eastern
Hotel (20655), 2007.
Archive from projects by GUARD: excavation, Cathkin
Braes (514), 1998; evaluation, M77 Glasgow South Orbital
(428), 1997; watching brief, Glasgow Cathedral (435),
1996; assessment, SNH Glasgow and Clyde Valley (557),
1997; geophysical survey, Priesthill Mineshaft (592), 1998;
evaluation, Antonine Wall, Bearsden (498), 1997; watching
brief, Carmunnock (536), 1997.
Archive from assessment of pottery assemblage, Verreville
Pottery (VPG04), by Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2004.

HIGHLAND

Archive from projects by AOC Archaeology Group: recording,
Gruids, near Lairg (238), 1993; excavation, A9 Helmsdale to
Ord of Caithness (20069), 2006.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: environmental
impact assessment, Invercassely Wind Farm (INWF), 2005;
environmental impact assessment, Strathspey and Badenoch
Trunk Main between Upper Tullochgrue and Glen Einich
(SAWS), 2005; excavation, Morayhill quarry extension,
Inverness (MORS2), 2008; monitored topsoil strip and
excavation at the A830 – Loch nan Uamh to Arisaig, Lochaber
(A830), 2008; palaeoenvironmental assessment at Clachan
Harbour, Churchton Bay, Raasay (1527), 2008; evaluation at
Sainsbury’s, Nairn (SAIN), 2008; evaluation Kinnairdie Link
Road (KINN), 2009.
Photographs of the fort and dun at Wester Rarichie, Easter
Ross, by Sir N Bayne, 2010. (Dr Joanna Close-Brooks).
Graveyard monument recording forms by S Farrell, for Advie,
Nairn, and Invershin, 2008.

Second World War pillbox, part of the Fife Command Line. (Copyright GJ Barclay:
RCAHMS DP93983)

Archive from conservation management plan, Dysart
Harbour (DYSA), by CFA Archaeology Ltd, 2008.

Fragments of sculpture from the Hilton of Cadboll Stone, recovered during
excavations by GUARD, 2001. (Copyright GUARD: RCAHMS DP093985)

Archive from projects by GUARD: watching brief, Howe of
Fife wastewater treatment works (589), 1998; excavations
at Isle of May (GUARD 101), 1992–7; watching brief, High
Valleyfield (511), 1998.

Archive from projects by GUARD: desk-top assessment,
Inveroykel Estate, Sutherland (631), 1998; assessment,
Wardlaw (432),1997; inventory of gardens, Highland
and Islands (617), 1998; evaluation and risk assessment,
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John o’Groats (667), 1998; analysis, Lochaline Mine (663),
1998; evaluation, Milton of Leys, Inverness (660), 1998;
evaluation and risk assessment, Kinlochaline Castle (505),
1997; field survey, Daviot Pigs (341), 1996; excavation,
Urquhart Castle (326), 1996; excavation of Hilton of Cadboll
(1078), 2001.

Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd: historic
building appraisal, Dalhousie Dairy, Cockpen (DDB07),
2007; evaluation, Harvieston Farm, Gorebridge (HFG07),
2007; desk-based assessment, Lady Brae, Gorebridge
(LBG05), 2005; evaluation and excavation, Melville Gate,
Dalkeith (SWD04), 2007.

Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd: watching
brief, Kilbraur Wind Farm, Strath Brora (SBW02), 2006;
desk-based assessment, Fortrose, The Black Isle (FFT06),
2006; assessment, Kintradwell Estate, Brora (KFS06), 2006;
evaluation, High Burnside, Aviemore (HBA06), 2006;
evaluation, Rosebank, Croy (RCH06), 2006.

MORAY

Archive from fieldwork on Canna and Sanday, by the
University of Bradford, 1994. (Professor John Hunter,
University of Birmingham).
Archive from desk-based assessment, evaluation and
watching brief, Inverness Airport Access Road (JN08, JN09),
by SUAT Ltd, 2002–04.
Archive additional to material already deposited. Context
sheets from excavations at the Glenfinnan Monument, by the
National Trust for Scotland, 1998.

INVERCLYDE

Archive from watching brief, Fochabers (R1) site investigation
works (21298), by AOC Archaeology Group, 2009.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: excavation
A96 Fochabers to Mosstodloch Bypass (FOMO), 2009;
desk-based assessment and evaluation at Spynie, Elgin
(1712), 2009; evaluation at Mains of Buckie, Buckie
(ROB5), 2008; watching brief and evaluation on land at
Mosstodloch (MOSS, 1537), 2008; environmental impact
assessment, RAF Kinloss Surface Water Treatment Project
(RAKI), 2004.
Photograph of medieval painting from tomb of John of
Winchester, Bishop of Moray (d1460), by J Close-Brooks,
2010.
Graveyard monument recording forms for Cromdale, by
S Farrell, 2008.

Archive from geotechnical and geo-environmental report,
and watching brief, Cartsburn, Greenock (755 and 760), by
GUARD, 1999.

Archive from standing building recording and watching brief,
Trinity Place, Elgin (EL13 and EL13WB), by SUAT Ltd, 2009.

MIDLOTHIAN

Archive from evaluation, The Priory, Largs, by FIRAT
Archaeological Services, 2008.

Archive from projects by AOC Archaeology Group:
excavation, Stobbs Farm (20554), 2007; watching brief, 5–9
Links Avenue, Musselburgh (21548), 2010.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: deskbased assessment and evaluation at Suttieslea Road,
Newtongrange (1630), 2009; watching brief, Gorebridge
Water Pipe (GOWP), 2008; building appraisal at Milton
Mill, Milton Bridge (1629), 2009; watching brief at
Glencorse Water Treatment Works, Glencorse Mains,
Penicuik (1578), 2008; evaluation at Shewington Open
Cast Coal Scheme extension, Rosewell (1688), 2009;
investigations, Thornybank Cemetery (BRIG 2), 2001;
desk-based assessment, evaluation and watching brief,
14-16 Ironmills Road, Dalkeith (IRON), 2007; scheduled
monument consent form, Rosslyn Chapel (526), 1997.

NORTH AYRSHIRE

Archive from projects by GUARD: desk-based assessment,
Lamlash Parish Church, Arran (775), 2001; evaluation,
Fairlie Castle (642), 1998; watching brief, Seagate Castle,
Irvine (697), 1999.

NORTH LANARKSHIRE

Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd:
environmental impact assessment, Hartwood Wind Farm
(HAWF), 2005; environmental statement, Douglas Support
Estate (DOSE), 2001.
Archive from watching brief and risk assessment, Tollpark,
Cumbernauld (577), by GUARD, 1998.
Archive from evaluation, Croy Miners Club (CMC03), by
Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2004.

ORKNEY

Archive from projects by JR Hunter: survey of Switha
and Rysa Little, 1983; survey of Cava, 1983; survey of
Fara, 1981–2; excavation, Hurnip’s Point, Deerness, 1991;
excavation, Brough of Birsay, by C Curle and JR Hunter,
1972–4, and JR Hunter, 1974–82.

PERTH AND KINROSS

Archive from projects by AOC Archaeology Group:
excavation, Camserney (4925), 2005; excavation, Drumderg
Wind Farm (20343), 2006–07.
Opening a trench during an evaluation at Melville Gate, Midlothian, by
Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2007. (Copyright Headland Archaeology Ltd:
RCAHMS DP093981)
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Archive material from excavations at the Roman fortress
of Carpow, by JD Leach and JJ Wilkes, 1964–79, and
publication material by JJ Wilkes and J Dore. (The
Archaeological Practice Ltd).
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Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: survey,
test-pitting and evaluation, Polytunnel investigation
project, Glendoick, Glencarse (SOGP), 2007–08; excavation
at gWest, Blackford (1510 and 1514), 2008; evaluation at
Gowrie Quarry, Luncarty (GOLP), 2008.
Archive from projects by GUARD: assessment, Bridge of
Earn Flood Prevention Scheme (759), 1999; desk-based
assessment, disused railway station, Coupar Angus (750),
1999; excavation, Cragganester (381), 1996.
Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd:
evaluation, Donafuil Farm, Aberfeldy (DFA00), 2000;
historic building recording, Hospital Block, HMP, Perth
(PPBL08), 2008; cultural heritage appraisal, Kippendavie
Estate, Dunblane (KED05), 2005.
Archive from projects by SUAT Ltd: evaluation, Westmount,
7 Main Street, Abernethy (AE14), 2005; watching brief,
Hermitage Car Parks, Dunkeld (DK02), 2003; watching
brief, North Car Park, Dunkeld (DK04), 2005; excavations
in St John’s Square, Perth (PEX55, PEX58 and PEX59),
1985–6 and 1987; watching brief, Innerhadden, Kinloch
Rannoch (KX03 and KX03WB), 2009; evaluation, Ardler
Road, Meigle (ME02), 2008; evaluation and watching brief,
Greyfriars Cemetery, Perth (PE26 and PEX137), 1997–2000;
excavations at new Kinross High School, Lethangie (KR05
and KR06), 2005 and 2006; evaluation, Lethangie, Kinross
(KR04), 2008.

Whitelee Wind Farm (WHWB), 2006–08; watching brief at
Channelkirk Cottage, Oxton (1693), 2009; walkover survey
and excavation at Dunlaw Wind Farm extension (DUNL3),
2008; watching brief at Kirkbride House, Traquair (KIRB),
2009; watching brief at Brunta Hill, meteorological
mast, Westruther (1698), 2009; environmental impact
assessment, Langhope Rig (LANG), 2006.
Archive from projects by GUARD: risk assessment,
Coldingham Priory (707), 1999; field records and notes,
Coldingham Priory (546), 1997.
Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd: Kinegar
Sand and Gravel Quarry, Cockburnspath (KSG99), 2005;
evaluation, Lempitlaw Farm, Sprouston (LPL06), 2007.
Reports by Dr TC Welsh: Henderland, Yarrow, 2010; Rodono
Chapel, Chapelhope, Ettrick, 2010; Chapelhope, Ettrick, 2010.

SHETLAND

Archive from excavations at the Biggins, Papa Stour, by
Professor BC Crawford, 1977–90.
Archive from projects by GUARD: survey, Unst Chapel
(575), 1998; desk-top assessment, Fetlar (636), by GUARD,
1998; excavations at the Biggings, Papa Stour, 1977–90;
excavations at Kebister, by C Dickson, 1985–7.
Archive from survey, Fair Isle, by JR Hunter, 1985–9.

Report on Register House Plan RHP92576: Plan of a line of
march from farm of Green to Forteviot Bridge, Perthshire,
1794, by Dr TC Welsh.

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

RENFREWSHIRE

Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: survey on
the Mark’s Hill and Arechleoch Grid Connection (1555),
2008; desk-based assessment, walkover survey, watching
brief and paleaeoenvironmental assessment, Scotland/
Northern Ireland Interconnnection, Auchencrosh/Coylton
to Ballantrae/Curranie Bay (SPIL), 2000.

Archive from projects by GUARD: watching brief, 45 High
Street, Paisley (650), 1998; evaluation and survey, Braehead
(433), 1998.

Archive from projects by GUARD: watching brief, St Ninian’s,
Prestwick (670), 1998; risk assessment, Arthur Street, Ayr
(522), 1998; monitoring, 141 High Street, Irvine (823), 1999;
risk assessment, Macrae’s Monument, Monkton (520),
1999; desk-top assessment, Greenan Golf Course (601),
1998; watching brief, 1 Main Street, Dundonald House,
Dundonald (647), 1998; excavation, Murphy Pipeline (371),
1996; desk-top study, Benquhat Hill, Dalmellington (818),
1999; desk-based assessment, Wheatsheaf, Monkton (772),
1998; watching brief, Ballantrae (518), 1997.

Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: watching
brief, Ailsa Lodge, Erskine Ferry Road, Bishopton (AILS),
2006 and 2009; desk-based assessment, walkover survey
and evaluation, Harelaw Quarry, Port Glasgow (HALA),
2005.

Archive from cultural heritage appraisal, Stanely Firs,
Foxbar (SFF06), by Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2006.

SCOTTISH BORDERS

Archive from projects by AOC Archaeology Group: watching
brief, Ashybank, Denholm (20910), 2008; excavation,
Easter Langlee (20825), 2007; watching brief, Winnington
(21446), 2009.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd:
reconnaissance survey, Whitehall House Estate, Chirnside,
Duns (CHIR), 2009; desk-based assessment and field
survey, evaluation and works at Carcant Wind Farm (1671,
1708, 1724 and 1726), 2009; evaluations at Plots 1 and
2, Old Nenthorn House Walled Garden, Kelso (KELS and
1684), 2009; historic building survey and watching brief
at Friardykes Steading (1654 and 1715), 2009; desk-based
assessment, proposed wind farm development, Elibank
and Traquair Forest (MINC), 2002; watching brief, Trident
123Kv OHL route, Hawick Grid Substation V269, Hawick
(HAWI), 2008; scoping study, cultural heritage, wind farm
at Leithope (LHWF), 2004; evaluation and watching brief,

Archive from excavation, Balgarth (20534), by AOC
Archaeology Group, 2007.

Archive from projects by SUAT Ltd: evaluation, Bolestyle
Road, Kirkmichael (KQ01), 2003; desk-based assessment,
evaluation and watching brief, St Cuthbert’s Road, Maybole
(MB01 and MB02), 2001–02.

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE

Archive from excavation, Coalburn (20249), by AOC
Archaeology Group, 2006.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: watching
brief and reconnaissance survey, Hagshaw Hill Wind
Farm (HAWB), 2007 and 2008; desk-based assessment,
Castle Street/New Town Square, Hamilton (CANE),
2006; evaluation, excavation, watching brief and survey
at Elvanfoot substation (EVOL), 2008; watching brief at
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Kirkhouse Farm (KIFA2), 2009; evaluation and watching
brief at East Greenlees residential redevelopment,
Cambuslang (1686), 2009.
Archive from projects by GUARD: watching brief, Castleyet,
Castlegate, Lanark (672), 1998; desk-based assessment,
Calder Mill M8 Service Station (490), 1997; watching brief
and risk assessment, The Ward, Strathaven (560), 1998;
watching brief, Cold Chapel Farm, Abington (812), 1999.
Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd:
evaluation, Lanark Grammar School (LGG07), 2007;
watching brief, Markethill Road, East Kilbride (MREK09),
2009; evaluation and excavation, Larkhall Academy
(LAL05), 2005.
Archive from projects by SUAT Ltd: watching brief,
Cleghorn Bridge (LA01 and LA01WB), 2004; walkover
survey, evaluation, walled garden survey and desk-based
assessment, Craighead, Blantyre (BY01), 2008.

STIRLING

Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: evaluation
and standing building survey at Chaorach Hydro-electric
Generating Station (1689), 2009; evaluation at A91/B9124
Greenyards Roundabout, Bannockburn (1704), 2009.
Archive from evaluation, Baker Street, Stirling (449), by
GUARD, 1997.

High Street, Livingston (HILI), 2007; standing building
recording, test pitting and a watching brief at Avon Place,
Linlithgow (AVPL), 2009; watching brief at The Vennel,
Linlithgow (LILO), 2009.
Archive from projects by GUARD: field notes, Linlithgow
Palace (676), 1999; Refuge Stone, Westfield (528), 1998.
Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd:
investigations, Linlithgow Palace and Peel (LPP01), 2007;
evaluation, Deans Community High School, Livingston
(WSL07), 2007.

WESTERN ISLES

Archive from research, Loch Portain, North Uist (116), by
AOC Archaeology Group, 1987.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: environmental
impact assessment, Lewis Community Wind Farms (ATLE),
2006; reconnaissance survey, Ben Aketil Wind Farm (BENA),
2008.
Archive from projects by GUARD: palaeo-assessment,
geophysical survey report, Holm Waste Treatment Works
(815), 1999; excavation, Bragar Township (363), 1998.
Archive from evaluation, Kisimul Castle, Isle of Barra
(KCB00/01), by Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2001.

Archive from survey and excavation at Ross, Ben Lomond,
by JR Hunter, 1994.
Archive from projects by SUAT Ltd: evaluation and watching
brief, Wallace Monument, Stirling (ST11, ST14 and ST16),
2001–03; gravestone recording and evaluation, Drymen
Parish Church, Drymen (DX01), 2009.

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE

Archive from survey, Ballantine’s Distillery, Dumbarton
(4668), by AOC Archaeology Group, 2005.
Archive from investigations, the Lang Cairn, by FIRAT
Archaeological Services, 2009.
Archive from projects by GUARD: risk assessment, Loch
Lomond Distillery (611), 1998; watching brief, Erskine Old
Ferry Road, Old Kilpatrick (549), 1997.
Archive from projects by Headland Archaeology Ltd:
evaluation, Keil School (KWD06), 2006; excavation,
Dumbarton Sheriff Court, Church Street, Dumbarton
(DSC07), 2008.
Archive from evaluation and excavation at 94–102 High
Street, Dumbarton, by SUAT Ltd, 1997.
Correspondence and slides from excavations at College
Street, and 101–103 High Street, Dumbarton, by E Talbot,
1973. (SUAT Ltd)

WEST LOTHIAN

Archive from evaluation, Kingsfield Farm, Linlithgow
(20605), by AOC Archaeology Group, 2007.
Archive from projects by CFA Archaeology Ltd: standing
building recording, test pitting and watching brief, 212–224
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Excavations at Kisimul Castle, Western Isles, by Headland Archaeology Ltd, 2001.
(Copyright Headland Archaeology Ltd: RCAHMS DP093982)
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RADIOCARBON DATES ARRANGED THROUGH NATIONAL MUSEUMS
SCOTLAND ARCHAEOLOGY DEPARTMENT DURING 2009/10
Alison Sheridan (JAS), Martin Goldberg and David Clarke – Department of Archaeology,
National Museums Scotland
Our radiocarbon dating efforts this year focused on Iron Age and Early Historic material; we include two dates, for decorated
ox phalanges from the Broch of Burrian, which were obtained in 2008/9 but have not previously been published in DES. In
addition to obtaining the dates listed here, we facilitated Sarah Winlow’s dating of unburnt human remains from the Women’s
Knowe, Inchtuthil, and from cist 4 in the long cist cemetery at Kingoodie, both Perth and Kinross; the results (namely
1945±30 BP, SUERC-27351, cal AD 15–85 at 1σ, 20 cal BC–cal AD 130 at 2σ, and 1565±30 BP, SUERC-27352, cal AD 430–540
at 1σ, cal AD 420–570 at 2σ respectively) have already been published in the Tayside and Fife Archaeological Journal (Winlow
2010). We also facilitated Mary Peteranna’s dating of organic residue from a Food Vessel in an Early Bronze Age cemetery at
Armadale, Skye; that result will form part of her site report in due course. In addition, one of us (JAS) obtained radiocarbon
dates for material from Saint Fiacre, Brittany, Le Déhus, Guernsey and Kiltierney, Co Fermanagh using part of a grant received
from the Society of Antiquaries of London. (See DES 2009, 212 for the use of other money from this grant to date material from
Les Fouaillages, Guernsey.) She also facilitated the dating of three samples of cremated bone from the Early Bronze Age cairn
at Shaw Cairn on Mellor Moor, near Manchester, on behalf of the Mellor Archaeological Trust. Since these do not fall within
the area of interest of DES, and will be published elsewhere, they will not be reported upon here.
The ox phalanges from the Broch of Burrian (NMS X.GB 227–8) were dated in order to shed light on the dating of Pictish
symbols and of other designs: the phalange NMS X.GB 227 bears ‘classic’ Class I Pictish crescent-and-V-rod and ‘throne’
symbols, while the design on NMS X.GB 228 is less clear and less obviously ‘Pictish’, but was deemed worthy of dating to
determine whether the design might form part of a broader repertoire of Pictish designs. The results (see below), which are
discussed in Clarke and Heald 2008, indicate that the Pictish designs on NMS X.GB 227 fall within the earlier part of the 7th
to 8th century AD bracket proposed for Class I Pictish stones as long ago as 1903 by Joseph Anderson. The date for phalange
NMS X.GB 228, cal AD 660–780, is later.
The human remains from Parkburn long cist cemetery, Lasswade, Midlothian (Henshall 1956; 1974; Wells 1957) were dated
in order to obtain a clearer idea of the date of this cemetery, and the results, which confirm its use within the date bracket cAD
440–650, complement the work of Sarah Winlow in collating information about Iron Age and Early Historic graves in Tayside
and Fife (Winlow 2010, table 1). The Parkburn cist found in 1962, dated here, had been constructed using Roman masonry.
Cist 27 is of interest for the inclusion of a fragment of a bangle, most probably of cannel coal or shale, as a grave good; and
the contents of cist 8 are of interest because they suggest re-use of the cist: individual 8b had been a middle-aged woman,
whose remains were found pushed to one side of the cist to make way for those of an elderly man, 8a. Finally, the Blackness
Castle skeleton (also from a long cist) was dated in order to resolve a long-held suspicion, voiced by Robert Stevenson in 1983
(Stevenson 1983), that the associated bronze bracelet may be of 6th-century AD date and Anglo-Saxon style, rather than of Early
Iron Age date, as initially claimed (Richardson 1925). The result demonstrates that the original assessment was in fact correct.
The results have been calibrated using OxCal v4.1 (Bronk Ramsey 2009), using the INTCAL04 dataset (Radiocarbon 46(3),
2004); in no case was it necessary to correct for a marine reservoir effect. After discussion, it has been decided not to round
the calibrated results up or down, since there is variability in this practice, and it is easier to leave users to see the results as
they emerged from the OxCal system. The results are all cal AD.

Decorated ox phalanges from the Broch of Burrian, North Ronaldsay, Orkney (HY75SE 3.00)
Context, associations, Registration No

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

In or near the broch; according to excavator, NMS
from later of two occupation phases;
associations unspecified but abundant
artefacts and animal bones found
NMS X. GB 227

UB-6923

-22.0

1435±29

As NMS X.GB 227
NMS X. GB 228

OxA-18353

-22.63

1289±27

ORADS/NERC

Calibrated date
at 1σ and 2σ
cal AD
605–645
571–655

675–767
666–774

OxA-18353 – This was funded by ORAU as the final sample in a set submitted to compensate for problems experienced with
the laboratory’s ultrafiltration equipment between 2000 and 2002 (see Sheridan and Higham 2006 for details).
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Skeletons from Parkburn sand pit cemetery, Lasswade, Midlothian (NT26NE 28):
dated samples all of unburnt human bone
Context, associations
(all bones NMS X.unreg)

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Long cist (cist 8a): left femur dated

NMS

-20.7

1465±30

Long cist (cist 8b): long bone, ?humerus,
dated
Long cist (cist 27): skull fragment dated.
Fragment of cannel coal/shale armlet
(NMS X.FN 189; material to be checked
analytically)
Long cist (cist 63): left humerus dated

NMS

SUERC-31296
(GU-22366)
SUERC-31297
(GU-22367)
SUERC-31298
(GU-22368)

-20.8

1540±30

-21.0

1555±30

SUERC-31299
(GU-22369)
SUERC-31300
(GU-22370)

-20.7

1420±30

-21.2

1550±30

NMS

NMS

Long cist (cist excavated 1962): unidentified NMS
part of body

Calibrated
date at 1σ and
2σ cal AD
574–632
551–646
437–567
430–591
435–545
425–571
612–651
581–661
436–552
426–578

Skeleton (unburnt) from Blackness Castle (NT08SE 8)
Context, associations, Registration No

Sponsor

Rib bone from adult female (NMS X.EQ
NMS
369), extended supine skeleton in N–S long
cist, head to N; penannular bracelet had
probably encircled R wrist

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

SUERC-27353
(GU-20664)

-20.3

1890±30

Calibrated date at
1σ and 2σ cal AD
67–136
55–219
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ALLOCATIONS OF TREASURE TROVE CASES 2010
The following is a list of cases claimed by the Crown and allocated to the museums or museum services indicated. The list
comprises cases dealt with by the Scottish Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel (SAFAP) at its meetings of February, June
and November 2010 and is organised by the council area in which finds were discovered.
Contact details along with addresses and opening hours for all museums can be found at: www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk.
ABERDEENSHIRE
Neolithic assemblage
Post-medieval/modern assemblage
Neolithic/medieval assemblage
Neolithic assemblage
Three medieval finds
Medieval silver fede ring
Three medieval and later finds
Four medieval and later finds

Findspot
Milton Wood
Craigievar Castle
Kintore
Crathes Castle
Fettercairn
Forgue
St Combs
Whitehills

Museum Allocation
Marischal
Aberdeenshire
Marischal
Marischal
Aberdeenshire
Aberdeenshire
Aberdeenshire
Aberdeenshire

TT no
194/09
198/09
201/09
202/09
210/09
211/09
05/10
45/10

ANGUS
Medieval/19th-century assemblage
Medieval assemblage
Fragment of a Pictish symbol stone
Medieval seal matrix and finger ring

Arbroath
Forfar
Glamis
Baldovan

Angus
Angus
Angus
Angus

183/09
203/09
219/09
52/10

ARGYLL AND BUTE
Assemblage of modern material
Carved stone showing a human figure
Carved stone head
19th-century excavation assemblage

Colonsay
Kilfinan
Port Appin
Helensburgh

Argyll and Bute
Kilmartin
Kilmartin
Argyll and Bute

185/09
224/09
30/10
34/10

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
Bronze Age assemblage
Multi-period prehistoric assemblage
Prehistoric assemblage
17th-century lead alloy seal matrix
Hoard of medieval silver coins
Iron Age strap mount
Roman silver denarius
Prehistoric assemblage
Prehistoric assemblage
Three Anglo-Saxon coins and a strap end
Bronze Age spearhead and seal matrix

Castle Kennedy
Stranraer
Whithorn
Locharbriggs
Garlieston
Burnside
Kirkton
Dumfries
Dunragit
Dumfries
Dunragit

Stranraer
Stranraer
Stranraer
Dumfries
Stranraer
Dumfries
Dumfries
Dumfries
Stranraer
Dumfries
Stranraer

187/09
195/09
197/09
207/09
213/09
218/09
220/09
07/10
18/10
29/10
47/10

DUNDEE
Prehistoric countersunk pebble

Broughty Ferry

Dundee

50/10

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Neolithic carved stone ball

Kirkintilloch

Auld Kirk

31/10

EAST LOTHIAN
Post-medieval assemblage
Medieval assemblage
Roman assemblage
Medieval/post-medieval assemblage
Medieval assemblage
Medieval cut halfpenny
Roman/Iron Age excavation assemblage

Prestonpans
Aberlady
Inveresk
Little Spot
Haddington
Prestonpans
Inveresk

East Lothian
East Lothian
NMS
East Lothian
East Lothian
NMS**
NMS*

196/09
21/10
22/10
24/10
25/10
27/10
32/10

EDINBURGH CITY
Medieval assemblage
Medieval evaluation assemblage
Medieval/post-medieval assemblage
Medieval assemblage
Post-medieval assemblage
Post-medieval lead alloy test-piece

Kirkliston
Kirkliston
Edinburgh
Waverley Vaults
St Giles’ Cathedral
Mortonhall

Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh

23/10
35/10
42/10
190/09
199/09
208/09
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FALKIRK
Roman excavation assemblage
Medieval assemblage
17th-century gold and enamel finger ring

Findspot
Carriden
Stenhousemuir
Carriden

Museum Allocation
Falkirk
Falkirk
NMS*

TT no
176/09
179/09
206/09

FIFE
Medieval zoomorphic strap fitting
Neolithic stone axehead
Roman brooch
Roman silver denarius
Hoard of five Roman denarii
Early Bronze Age axehead
Medieval harness pendant

Ballinbreich
Hatton Law
Glenrothes
Dunbog
Kirktonbarns
Kirktonbarns
Tayport

NMS*
East Fife
Kirkcaldy
East Fife
East Fife
East Fife
East Fife

209/09
216/09
221/09
223/09
01/10
03/10
28/10

HIGHLAND
Two carved stones from watching brief
Bronze Age assemblage
Medieval weight and annular brooch
Iron Age enamelled strap mount
Viking insular mount
Prehistoric to 19th-century evaluation assemblage
Neolithic; prehistoric assemblage
42 medieval and later objects
Napoleonic shoulder belt plate
Post-medieval silver brooch

Broubster
Helmsdale
Dornoch
Culbokie
Ardersier
Lower Slackbuie
Slackbuie
Dornoch
Rothiemurchus
Balrobert

Highland
Inverness
History-links
Inverness
Inverness
Inverness
Inverness
Inverness
Inverness
Inverness

177/09
192/09
205/09
226/09
02/10
38/10
39/10
48/10
49/10
56/10

MIDLOTHIAN
Roman excavation assemblage

Dalkeith

NMS*

37/10

MORAY
Neolithic, Iron Age and Early Historic assemblage
Medieval and post-medieval assemblage
Medieval seal matrix and spindle whorl
An Early Historic strap end
Five Roman and Iron Age finds
33 medieval and later objects
Head of an Early Historic pin
Medieval zoomorphic buckle

Forres
Elgin
Cullen
Burghead
Burghead
Burghead
Urquhart
Cullen

Forres
Marischal
Moray
Elgin
Elgin
Elgin
Elgin
Elgin

189/09
200/09
212/09
227/09
228/09
229/09
51/10
57/10

NORTH AYRSHIRE
Prehistoric excavation assemblage
Medieval to modern assemblage

Kilmory
Largs

Kelvingrove
North Ayrshire

06/10
20/10

NORTH LANARKSHIRE
A barbed and tanged arrowhead

Limerigg

NMS**

12/10

ORKNEY ISLES
Iron Age assemblage
Post-medieval/modern assemblage

Breckness Broch
Skaill House

Orkney
Orkney

184/09
204/09

PERTH AND KINROSS
Medieval to 19th-century assemblage
Medieval to 19th-century assemblage
Late Bronze Age socketed axehead
17th-century silver pin
Medieval enamelled mount
Iron Age strap fastener
Medieval gold finger ring
Medieval harness pendant

Perth
Perth
Kinross
Classlochie
Kinnesswood
Kilspindie
Aberdaglie
Inchyra

Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth

180/09
181/09
217/09
14/10
15/10
53/10
54/10
55/10

RENFREWSHIRE
Fragment of Early Historic carved stone

Inchinnan

Paisley

215/09

SCOTTISH BORDERS
Late Bronze Age spearhead
Medieval silver coin
Medieval harness pendant

Yetholm
Coldstream
Duns

Scottish Borders
NMS**
NMS**

11/10
44/10
46/10
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SOUTH LANARKSHIRE
Assemblage of 19th-century pottery sherds
Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age assemblage
Prehistoric watching brief assemblage

Findspot
Carstairs
Cambuslang
Douglas

Museum Allocation
Glasgow
Glasgow
Douglas

TT no
175/09
191/09
36/10

STIRLING
Bronze Age palstave
Hoard of four Iron Age gold torcs
A medieval enamelled pommel
Roman evaluation assemblage
Roman excavation assemblage

Balfron
Blair Drummond
Doune
Doune
Doune

Stirling
NMS*
Stirling
Stirling
Stirling

222/09
225/09
04/10
40/10
41/10

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE
A medieval silver coin

Dumbarton Rock

Hunterian

214/09

WEST LOTHIAN
Medieval enamelled mount

Dechmont

NMS**

58/10

WESTERN ISLES
Iron anchor
Iron Age excavation assemblage

Isle of Skye
Isle of Lewis

Museum of the Isles
NMS**

13/10
19/10

* = case allocated to NMS as the sole bidder with no local bid
** = case allocated to NMS in the absence of any bids at all
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CURRENT POST-GRADUATE SCOTTISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH
IN THE UK
This is not necessarily an exhaustive list. The university departments providing courses in archaeology listed in the 2000
CBA Guide to Archaeology in Higher Education were asked to give details of their current post-graduate research involving
Scottish sites or materials. The information below is that provided by the institutions who responded. Archaeology Scotland
encourages any readers engaged in continuing research to submit details (as set out below) for publication in the volume
for 2012.
Institution

Name

Research

End Status
date

Orkney College
– UHI

James Moore

Landscape and society in Iron Age Orkney

2012

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Michael Bumstead

Material meanings of the North American fur trade
in Britain

2012

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Emma Philip

Symbolism, subsistence and the significance of
landscape: from Mesolithic to Neolithic in
North East Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Aberdeen

Naomi Woodward

Tanged flint points: Evidence for early human activity
in Scotland?

2011

PhD

Univ Birmingham

Kevin Colls

Archaeology, visibility and scholarly perceptions:
redefining and characterising the archaeological
resource on the Isle of Harris

2011

PhD

Univ Bradford

Lindsey Buster

Inhabiting Broxmouth: domestic buildings and everyday
life in the Scottish Iron Age

2012

MPhil

Univ Bradford

Deborah ES Lamb

Modelling an island landscape in the North Atlantic
Iron Age: The interpretation of monuments and resources
in order to understand local factors influencing
settlement and social organisation

2011

PhD

Univ Bradford

Dave Lawrence

Orkney’s first farmers: the effects of environment, society
and subsistence on the inhabitants of Orkney at the dawn
of agriculture

2011

PhD

Univ Bradford

Robert Michael Legg

Muck, farmsteads and landscapes: geochemical and
geophysical investigations of farmstead and landscape
interaction on the Isle of Unst (Shetland)

2011

PhD

Univ Bradford

Mhairi Maxwell

Broxmouth and materiality: understanding objects in the
southern Scottish Iron Age

2011

PhD

Univ Bradford

Rachael Reader

Marking the landscape: the hillfort landscape of
South East Scotland

2011

PhD

Univ Central
Emma Thompson
Lancashire		

Chambered tomb pottery assemblages from South West
Scotland and Northern Ireland

2011

PhD

Univ Durham

Rosie Bishop

Plant gatherers, plant managers or agriculturalists?: the
importance of wild and domestic plants in the Mesolithic
and Neolithic of Scotland and Northern England

2012

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Claire Bony

Infanticide in Britain from the Roman conquest to the
16th century AD

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Rachel Ford

Ritual landscapes in northern Britain

2011

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Julia Gerken

Iron Age worked bones in Atlantic Scotland

2011

PhD
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Univ Edinburgh

Dawn Gooney

The osteological examination of the human skeletal
remains from Berst Ness, Westray

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Peter Groom

An experimental study of Mesolithic fishing practices in
western Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Caroline Mamwell

‘It rained a lot and nothing much happened’: land use,
settlement and society in Bronze Age Orkney

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Cecilia MedinaPatterson

Cremation technology and ritual in Bronze Age Scotland

2011

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Marlo Nalven

Health status in medieval Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh

Geoff Waters

Early Christian chapels of Islay: aspects of chronology,
distribution and landscape

2011

MPhil

Univ Glasgow

Donald Beck Adamson

Commercialisation before Culloden: an archaeology
of the re-direction of food surpluses in the Scottish
Highlands prior to 1745

2013

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Kevin James Grant

Perceptions of landscape in the Scottish Highlands in the
‘period of transition’ c16th to 19th century

2013

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Tom Horne

A journey to the Western Isles of Scotland: defining a
Hebridean-Norse sub-region in the Viking world

2012

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Jennifer Novotny

The material culture of the Jacobite rebellions

2012

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Allan Dene Wright

A regional study of the Mesolithic of Ayrshire
and Lanarkshire

2012

PhD

Univ Hull

Chelsea Budd

Marginality, metaphor and meaning: stable isotope
studies of diet and subsistence aimed at understanding
the adoption of agriculture during the Neolithic and
Bronze Age periods in the Orkney Islands

2013

PhD

Univ Liverpool

Shirley Curtis

Monasticism and the body: a skeletal and stable
isotope study on medieval inhabitants from Tarbat,
North East Scotland and Norton Priory, England

2014

PhD

Univ Liverpool

Colin Wallace

Writing and using the history of Romano-British
archaeology, in a biographical dictionary approach

2010

PhD

Univ Reading

Davina Freedman

Prehistoric rock art in Scotland: one tradition or many?

2010

PhD

Univ Reading

Karen Wicks

Environment history and human interactions in Scottish
prehistory: an island perspective from Tiree and Coll,
Inner Hebrides

2011

PhD

Univ York

Jenny Clarke

A comparative archaeological study of regimental
memorials of England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland
erected pre-World War One with a view to assessing each
country’s relationship with ‘The British Empire’

2013

PhD
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL ADVISORS AND THEIR AREAS OF
RESPONSIBILITY
Many of the projects described in Discovery and excavation in Scotland include an input by the archaeological advisors to
local authorities. Amongst their core activities, these advisors have a responsibility to monitor planning applications and
other proposed developments in their area, and to ensure that adequate provision is made for archaeological recording if
such developments are to go ahead. This responsibility may include writing the specification for work to be undertaken by
archaeological contractors, and monitoring that work to ensure that appropriate standards are being achieved.
The following list gives details of local authority archaeological advisors, and indicates their areas of responsibility.

Aberdeen City

Dumfries and Galloway

Aberdeenshire; Angus and Moray

Dundee City; East Dunbartonshire and
North Lanarkshire

Judith Stones
Keeper of Archaeology
Aberdeen City Council
Whitespace
60 Frederick Street
ABERDEEN AB24 5HY
Tel: 01224 523658
Fax: 01224 523666
Email: judiths@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Bruce Mann
Archaeologist
Planning and Environmental Services
Aberdeenshire Council
Woodhill House
Westburn Road
ABERDEEN AB16 5GB
Fax: 01224 664879
Tel: 01224 664731		
Email: bruce.mann@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Argyll and Bute; Glasgow City; E Ayrshire;
E Renfrewshire; Inverclyde; N Ayrshire; Renfrewshire;
S Ayrshire; S Lanarkshire; W Dunbartonshire;
W Lothian; Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National
Park (Argyll, Stirling and W Dunbartonshire parts)
Dr Carol Swanson
Manager
West of Scotland Archaeology Service
Charing Cross Complex
20 India Street
GLASGOW G2 4PF
Tel: 0141 287 8332/3
Fax: 0141 287 9259
Email: enquiries@wosas.glasgow.gov.uk

Clackmannanshire and Stirling

Claire Milne or Peter Morgan
Planning Regulation and Waste
Stirling Council
Viewforth
STIRLING FK8 2ET
Tel: 01786 442522/422914 Fax: 01786 443003
Email: archaeology@stirling.gov.uk
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Jane Brann
Archaeologist
Dumfries and Galloway Council
Planning and Environment
Newall Terrace
DUMFRIES DG1 1LW
Tel: 01387 260154
Fax: 01387 260149
Email: jane.brann@dumgal.gov.uk

Thomas Rees
Consultant Archaeologist
Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops
Kilwinning
AYRSHIRE KA13 6PU
Fax: 01294 542849
Tel: 01294 542848
Email: archaeology.dundee@rathmell-arch.co.uk
Email: archaeology.eastdunbartonshire@
rathmell-arch.co.uk
Email: archaeology.northlan@rathmell-arch.co.uk

East Lothian and Midlothian

Biddy Simpson
Heritage Officer
East Lothian Council
John Muir House
HADDINGTON EH42 1RF
Tel: 01620 827158		
Fax: 01620 827038
Email: bsimpson1@eastlothian.gov.uk

City of Edinburgh

John A Lawson
Curator of Archaeology
CECAS
Corporate Services
City of Edinburgh Council
Museum of Edinburgh
142 Canongate
EDINBURGH EH8 8DD
Tel: 0131 558 1040
Fax: 0131 558 1090
Email: john.lawson@cecas.freeserve.co.uk
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Falkirk

Shetland

Fife

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles)

Geoff Bailey
Keeper of Archaeology and Local History
Falkirk Museum
Callendar House
Callendar Park
FALKIRK FK1 1YR
Tel: 01324 503783
Fax: 01324 503771
Email: geoff.bailey@falkirk.gov.uk

Douglas Speirs
Fife Council Archaeological Unit
Town House
2 Wemyssfield
KIRKCALDY KY1 1XW
Tel: 01592 583 391
Fax: 01592 417 886
Email: douglas.speirs@fife.gov.uk

Val Turner
Shetland Regional Archaeologist
Shetland Amenity Trust
Garthspool
Lerwick
SHETLAND ZE1 0NY
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SELECTIVE INDEX TO THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Compiled by Susan Vaughan
Page numbers in italics indicate that the reference is, or includes, an illustration.
abbeys/monastic houses: Culdee 143;
Culross 76; Dryburgh 155;
Dunbeath 99; Inchcolm 75;
Inchmahome 169; Inverness 96;
Iona 41, 190; Jedburgh 154;
Kelso 153; Lewis 189;
Melrose 155; Old Deer 27;
Paisley 151, 190;
Portmahomack 190
Aberdeen City: archives 198;
Craigton Road 11;
Donside Urban Village 11;
Duthie Park 11; Elmbank Terrace 11;
Greyhope Road 11; harbour 11;
Justice Street 11; Park House 11;
Robert Gordon University 11–12;
Tullos Hill 12; University 11;
Victoria House 12
Aberdeenshire 13–31, 197, 198–9, 207
Aberdour (Fife): Aberdour Castle 75;
Inchcolm Abbey 75
Aberlady (E Loth), Luffness Mains 59
Aberlour (Moray), Morinsh Wood 107
Abernethy (Highld), churchyard 80
Abernethy (P & K): church 10;
Clunie Cottage 135
Abertaff (Highld): Ardochy Woods 87;
overhead line renewal 88
Achany (Highld), wind farm 98
Achnabreck (Ag & B),
rock carvings 190
aircraft 72
Alford (Aberdeens), Greystone Road 14
Alness (Highld): Novar Wind Farm 80;
Novar Woods 80; road 81
altars, Roman 61
Alva House (Clacks) 50–1
Alves (Moray): Inchstelly Farm 107;
Roseisle Forest 107
Amulree (P & K), evaluation 139
anchor 39
Angus 9, 31–5, 193, 199, 207
Annan (D & G), Annandale Distillery 51
Antonine Wall 58, 74, 118
anvil 84
Applecross (Highld), broch 82, 83–5
Arbirlot (Angus), Millhill Mill 31–2
Arbroath (Angus), Cliffburn Road 32
architectural fragments 76, 77, 95
ard/plough marks: Applecross 83;
Kettle 76; Kintore 25; Skye 103, 104;
Tain 104
Ardclach (Highld), school 85
Ardersier (Highld): fitting 85;
Fort George 85;
overhead line renewal 85
Ardess (Stirlg): fieldwork 165; tyre 165
Ardgartan (Ag & B), watching brief 47
Ardkinglas (Ag & B): estate 48;
evaluation 47
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Ardnamurchan (Highld): Dun Ghallain 86;
transitions project 85–6
Ardross (Highld), Drover’s Stance 102
Argyll & Bute 10, 35–50, 199, 207
Armadale (W Loth), railway 172
Arngask (P & K): Cloven Craigs 9;
Easterton 9
Arran (N Ayrs): Brodick Castle 116;
Cor-na-Beithe 116, 117;
Cul-an-Droma 117; Seal Bay 117;
Stronach Wood 116; Thundergay 117
Arrochar (Ag & B): High Morlaggan 35;
Inverbeg hydro scheme 35;
overhead line renewal 36
arrowheads:
Neolithic 120
Bronze Age 93, 103, 143, 172
Assynt (Highld),
Hidden Lives project 86
Athelstaneford (E Loth),
The Chesters 59
Auchindrian (Ag & B), evaluation 37–8
Auchtavan (Aberdeens), recording 197
Auchterarder (P & K):
Castle Mains 135–6;
East Kirkton Farm 136;
Ruthven Towers 136;
Whitemoss Golf Club 136
Auchterhouse (Angus), church 10
Auldearn (Highld),
Washingwells Farm 86–7
Aviemore (Highld), youth club 93
Avoch (Highld), Mount Eagle Forest 87
Avondale (S Lans), Snabe Quarry 162
axe-hammer 160
axes
Neolithic:
Auldearn 86, 87;
Avondale 162; Birnie 109;
Braes of Ha’Breck 122;
Gilgordie Brogs 159;
Ness of Brodgar 130
Bronze Age 76
Iron Age 141
not dated 34
Ayr (S Ayrs): Eglinton Terrace 160;
Greenan 162;
High Abbothill Farm 160
Badanloch (Highld), survey 97
Balblair (Highld), Newhall Point 101
Balloch (Highld): Upper Cullernie 101;
Wellside Road 101
Balmaclellan (D & G),
Barnhillies Estate 51–2
Balnagowan (Highld), survey 100
Banchory (Aberdeens):
Banchory Woods 15;
Blackhall Forest 15;
Hill of Banchory 15

Banff (Aberdeens): Crow Wood 14;
Paddocklaw 15
Bannockburn (Stirlg),
Greenyards Roundabout 170
barns: East Linton 61–2; Glen Feshie 82;
Glen Lochay 167; Glenmuick 24;
High Abbothill Farm 160;
Menstrie 51; Whittinghame 63
Barra (W Isles): Brevig 174–5;
Kisimul Castle 204
barrows 49, 132, 133, 141, 191;
see also cairns; ring ditches
Barry (Angus), manse 32
Bathgate (W Loth): railway 172;
Whiteside pipeline diversion 172
battlefield 62
beads:
amber 109
bone 134
glass 49, 104, 109, 142, 143
jet 49, 86
Bearsden (E Duns): Glenburn Road 58;
Roman road 58–9
Belhevie (Aberdeens),
Wardhead Croft 16
Benbecula (W Isles): Griminish 183;
Neolithic monuments, review of 196;
Stiaraval 184
Benderloch (Ag & B), Millbrae 35
Berneray (W Isles), survey 174
Biggar (S Lans): Boghall Farm 162;
Wolfclyde Farm 163
Birnie (Moray), excavation 108, 109–10
bishops’ palaces 16, 17, 32
Bishopton (Rens), Drumcross 150
Blackford (P & K): Banheath 9;
Kinpauch 9; Tullibardine Castle 136
blackhouses 176, 181, 182, 185, 186
Blackness Park/Castle (Falk) 74, 205, 206
Blair Drummond (Stirlg),
hoard 168, 169
Blairadam Forest (Fife) 75
Blairgowrie (P & K):
Coupar Angus Road 136;
John Johnston Coupar Park 136
Blairvockie (Stirlg), fieldwalking 165
Blantyre (S Lans),
David Livingston Centre 162
Blyth Bridge (Borders),
Blythe Bank Farm 157
Boddin Point (Angus), lime kilns 33
Boharm (Moray): Baron’s Croft 110;
Ordequish 110–11; Rosarie 111;
Sandybanks 111
Boleskine (Highld): Ardochy Woods 87;
overhead line renewal 88;
Whitebridge 87, 88
Bona (Highld), Balvonie of Leys 95–6
Bonar Bridge (Highld), Airdens 91
Bonawe Ironworks (Ag & B) 37

index
Bothwell (S Lans): castle 162;
Old Bothwell Road 162
bouncing bombs 39
boundary markers 35, 52, 111, 113
Bower (Highld), overhead line 88
Braemar (Aberdeens),
Deeside Woods 18–19
Braidston (Angus), survey 9
brandy hole 54
Brechin (Angus): Bishop’s Close 32;
Cross Keys Close 32;
Middle Drums Farm 32;
Skinner’s Burn 32
brewery 73
Bridge of Don (Aberdeens),
Jesmond Drive 12
bridges: Bishop’s Bridge 148, 149;
Blairderry 54; Bunzeach 30;
Coill an Righe 81; Edinburgh 66;
Glen Lochay 166;
Glen Moriston 105;
Monifieth 35; Spean Bridge 97;
Whitebridge 87, 88
brochs: Applecross 82, 83–5;
Burrian 205; The Cairns 128;
Caisteal Grugaig 94, 95;
Carn Liath 95; Dun an Sticir 180;
Dun Telve 95; Dun Torcuill 180;
Queena Howe 134–5;
Redland 120;
South Howe (Mound of Brough) 123;
Westness 124–5
brooches 77, 104, 112
Broomend of Crichie (Aberdeens),
henge 25
Brora (Highld), Back Beach 89–90
Broubster (Highld), watching brief 101
Broughton (Borders),
Stirkfield Farm 151–2
Broxburn (W Loth):
Overton Farm development 172–3;
pipeline 172
Buchanan (Stirlg), Ardess 165
Burleigh Castle (P & K) 149
Burnfoot Hill Wind Farm (Clacks) 51
burnt mounds: Assynt 86;
Billia Croo 131;
Blair Drummond 169;
Clova 33; Derskelpin Farm 54;
East Revoch 63;
Links of Noltland 135;
Muie Grazings 102; The Ord 98;
South Ronaldsay 127; Unst 194
Burray (Orkney), Bu Sands 126
Bute (Ag & B): churches 10;
Cnoc an Rath/Tomenraw 48–9;
Dun Scalpsie 194; Quein 49;
St Michael’s chapel 49;
St Ninian’s chapel 50;
Scalpsie Access Steps 49;
Scalpsie Barrow 49;
Scalpsie Viewing Platform 49;
surveys 193–4
Butterstone (P & K),
Middle Cardney 139
button-and-loop fastener 112
buttons, uniform 62

byres: Cairniebottom 57;
Cor-na-Beithe 116; Dalrulzion 146;
Drumdauch 114;
East Mains of Carseburn 34;
Glen Lochay 166, 167;
High Abbothill Farm 160;
High Morlaggan 35;
King’s Cairn 114; Loch Long 47, 48;
Mount Eagle Forest 87;
Newliston 173; Pitfichie Forest 26;
Rosarie 111; Skaill 126;
Waterhead of Cowie 24

Castle Fraser (Aberdeens) 17, 18
Castlecary (Falk), fort 74
castles/tower houses: Aberdour 75;
Blackness 74, 205, 206;
Bothwell 162; Brodick 116;
Burleigh 149; Caerlaverock 52;
Castle Campbell 51;
Castle Fraser 17, 18;
Castle Sinclair 105; Coroghan 103;
Culzean 160; Drumtochty 20;
Dumbarton 171; Dunstaffnage 44;
Eilean Donan 98; Fedderate 26;
Fetternear 17; Fyvie 21;
Cadder (E Duns),
Holyroodhouse 71–2;
Maryhill Regeneration 58
Huntingtower 149–50;
Caerlaverock Castle (D & G) 52
Linlithgow 173; Lochindorb 195–6;
Cairnborrow (Aberdeens),
Lochmaben 54; Pitsligo 27, 28;
watching brief 23
Stirling 171; Stranraer 55, 56;
Cairndow (Ag & B),
Tantallon 61; Tullibardine 136;
Our Houses–Their Stories 48
Urquhart 105;
Cairnie (Aberdeens): Bin Forest 16;
see also motte
Blackhillock 16; Burnside 16
Cava (Orkney), assessment 121
Cairnmore (Aberdeens): hillfort 14;
caves/rock shelters: Coire Odhar 47;
wind farm 14
Lewis 187, 189; Point of Sleat 102;
Cairnryan (D & G), Old House Point 53
St Kilda 195;
cairns (other than clearance cairns)
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 103–4;
Aberdeenshire 12, 15, 22, 29
Uamh an Eich Bhric 88–9
Angus 35
cemeteries: Abernethy 80;
Argyll & Bute 41, 42, 43, 45
Edinburgh 68, 72; Falkirk 74;
Borders 156
Forteviot 141;
Dumfries & Galloway 52
Griminish 180; Inchinnan 150;
Highland:
Inverness 96; Leith 69; Lewis 189;
Ardnamurchan 85, 86;
Old Deer 27; Parkburn 205, 206;
Cartomie 93; East Durcha 91;
Portmoak 149; Suie 166;
Garve–Strathpeffer water main 91;
Whithorn 56;
Glen Feshie 82;
see also cremations; inhumations
Glen Moriston 105;
chain fragment 104
Kilbeg 102, 103;
chambered cairns: Armadale 103;
Loch Arienas 101; Melvich 94;
Assynt 86; Caravat Barp 181;
Mount Eagle Forest 87
Cladh Aindreis 85–6; Kiltyrie 144;
Moray 115
Ramscraigs 100; Stacaiseal 175;
North Ayrshire 117
survey 196; Western Isles 196
Orkney 121, 131
Chapel of Garioch (Aberdeens):
Perth & Kinross 146
Auchencleith Farm 16;
Shetland 158
Backley Hill 16;
Western Isles 175, 185, 186, 187,
Fetternear Palace 16, 17
188, 189
Chapelhope (Borders): Cat Cleuch 153;
see also barrows; chambered cairns;
Chapelhope House 153;
ring cairns
Court Know 153;
Callander (Stirlg),
Rodono Chapel 153; sheepfold 153;
Gleann nam Meann 165, 166
South Grain 153; Summerhope 154
Cambuslang (S Lans), Gilbertfield 163
churches/chapels 10; Abernethy 10;
Campbeltown (Ag & B):
Auchterhouse 10; Balblair 101;
Dental Centre 36; Old Courthouse 36;
Baliscate 190; Bute 10, 49, 50;
overhead line renewal 36
Cromarty 91; Dunbeath 99;
Campmuir (P & K), Greenacre 145
Dunkeld 139;
canals 88, 112, 113, 136
Edinburgh 10, 72, 155; Fetlar 158;
Canisbay (Highld), overhead line 88
Fetternear 16, 17; Fyvie Castle 21;
Canna (Highld), Coroghan Castle 103
Glasgow 79, 80; Granton 70;
Cape Wrath (Highld), project 196
Gullane 59; Inchinnan 150;
Caputh (P & K), Middle Gourdie 9
Islay 41; Kingarth 10;
Cardean Roman fort (Angus) 31
Kirka Taing 131; Kirkcaldy 10;
Cargill (P & K): The Smithy 137;
Langshaws 155; Leith 10;
Woodhead 137
Linlithgow 173–4; Logie 169;
Carluke (S Lans), Lochpark stadium 163
Old Deer 26–7;
cart-shed 63
Old Pentland Kirk 106; Peebles 156;
Castle Campbell (Clacks) 51
Rodel 178–9; Rothesay 10;
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St Andrews 77, 78; Seton 62–3;
Swinton 156;
see also abbeys/monastic houses;
cemeteries
cists/cist burials: Applecross 83, 84;
Armadale 102–3; Ballachly 99;
Carluke 163; Cladh Aindreis 86;
Crooksetter Hill 158; Fara 131;
Forteviot 142–3; Kingoodie 205;
Knowes 200; Lewis 187, 188, 189;
Links of Noltland 134;
Lomond Quarry 76;
Parkburn 205, 206;
Roeberry Barrow 132, 133;
Scalpsie Barrow 49; White Castle 60
Clackmannanshire 9, 50–1, 199
Cladh Aindreis (Highld) 85, 86
clay pipes 12, 17, 73
cleits 176, 195
Clova (Angus), hydro scheme 33
Clyne (Highld),
coastal zone survey 90–1
coins:
Roman 109
medieval 32
post-medieval 35, 65, 66
Coll (Ag & B), survey 36
Collessie (Fife),
Melville Gates Quarry 76
Colmonell (S Ayrs), axe-hammer 160
Colonsay (Ag & B), Cnoc nan Gall 36–7
Colvend (D & G), Newbarns Project 52
Comrie (P & K),
Ben Halton/Dun Dubh 137–8
Conon Bridge (Highld), Sundowne 105
Contin (Highld), water main renewal 91
Convinth (Highld), Mauld Forest 97
Corie an Lochan (Highld), ?crannog 95
Cottown (P & K), West Ruin 149
Coull (Aberdeens),
Coull Home Farm 17–18
counters 16, 129
Coylton (S Ayrs), Barquhey Farm 160
Cramond (Edin), Roman fort 67
crannogs: Black Loch of Myrton 52–3;
Corie an Lochan 95;
Langbank 190, 191;
Loch Hope 92; Strath 104
Crathie (Aberdeens):
Deeside Woods 18–19; Tomidhu 19
Creich (Highld),
coastal zone survey 90–1
cremations: Aberdeen 12;
Applecross 83; Armadale 103;
Cladh Aindreis 86; Forteviot 142;
Inveresk 60; Kirkliston 172;
Links of Noltland 134;
Newbarns 52;
Roeberry Barrow 132, 133;
Scalpsie Barrow 49;
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 104
Crieff (P & K), Stonefield 9
Cromarty (Highld), East Church 91
cross base 154
Croy (Highld), Nairnside 91
crucibles 14, 109, 179
Cruden (Aberdeens), salmon station 19
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Culbin Forest (Highld/Moray),
survey 106, 112
Culbokie (Highld), St Martin’s 101
Culross Abbey (Fife) 76
Culzean (S Ayrs): castle 160;
country park 160; fieldwalking 160;
Upper Whitestone 161
cup marks:
Aberdeenshire 16, 27, 31
Argyll & Bute 42, 43, 50, 190
Dumfries & Galloway 52
Orkney 130
Perth & Kinross 138, 139, 144, 145,
147, 150
Stirling 165, 166, 170
Western Isles 185
Currie (Edin): Hermiston House 64–5;
Hermiston Park and Ride 65;
Riccarton Campus 65
cursus monument 61
Cushnie (Aberdeens), survey 18
Dalkeith (E Loth), Smeaton Bing 61
Dallas (Moray): survey 111; Wangie 111
Dalry (N Ayrs),
Millour Hill Wind Farm 116
dams: Aucholzie 24; Balnacarn 105;
Blackhall 15, 30; Blairadam 75;
Clashindarroch 22, 23;
Glascarnoch 192; High Borland 64;
Mount Eagle Forest 87;
Novar Woods 80; Ordequish 110;
Rosarie 111
Daviot (Highld),
overhead line renewal 88
decoy airstrip 115
deer parks 20, 34, 35, 73, 107–8, 145
Defending the Past 196
Delting (Shet), Laggan-Tormore 157–8
Dingwall (Highld): road 81;
Strath Sgitheach 92
discs: iron 141; stone 66, 141
distilleries 51, 65
docks 58
Dornoch (Highld):
coastal zone survey 90–1;
Earl’s Cross 92
Douglas (S Lans), Mainshill 163
Doune (Stirlg), primary school 167, 168
dovecots 57, 115
Drem (E Loth), Muirton Farm 59
Dron (P & K), Balmanno Hill 9
Drummuir Wind Farm (Moray) 111
Drumnadrochit (Highld): Achtuie 104;
Culnakirk 104; Urquhart Castle 105
Drumtochty (Aberdeens),
surveys 19, 20
Dryburgh Abbey (Borders) 155
Dufftown (Moray), Parkmore 113, 114
Duffus (Moray), Clarkly Hill 112
Dull (P & K): An Torr 138;
Black Burn 138; Craig Hill 138, 139;
Lurgan 139
Dullator (N Lans), watching brief 118
Dumbarton (W Duns): castle 171;
Church Court 171
Dumfries & Galloway 51–6, 194, 199, 207

Dun (Angus), Wellhill 34
Dun Ghallain (Highld) 86
Dunbar (E Loth): Bell House 59;
Hedderwick Hill Farm 59
Dunbeath (Highld), Ballachly 99
Dundee: aerial survey 193;
archives 199; Beldragon 56;
Carse of Gowrie Orchards Cultural
Survey 56, 57;
Central Waterfront 56;
treasure trove 207; West Pitkerro 56
Dundreggan (Highld), survey 104–5
Dunkeld (P & K): Benachally 139;
cathedral 139; Leadpetty Lodge 9
Dunlichity (Highld),
overhead line renewal 88
Dunnichen (Angus), Chapel 34
Dunning (P & K): Craigenroe Hill 9;
SERF project 140
Dunoon (Ag & B), Ard na Blathaich 37
Dunragit (D & G): spearhead 55;
Westwind 55
duns: Comar Wood 97;
Dun an-t Siamain 180–1;
Dun Ghallain 86;
Dun Scalpsie 194; Lewis 188;
Rubh’ an Dùnain 88
Dunstaffnage Castle (Ag & B) 44
Durness (Highld),
Loch Croispol schoolhouse 93
Durris (Aberdeens): Durris Woods 15;
Hillhead 19
Duthill (Highld), Auchtertipper 93
Dyce (Aberdeens): Kirkhill Forest 12;
Pitdouries 12
Dyke (Moray), Rodney’s Stone 112
Eaglesham (E Rens): Comrigs 63;
East Revoch 63;
High Borland 63–4;
Holehouse 64; Kirkland 64;
Kirkton 64;
Mid and Low Borland 64;
Waterfoot Park 64
East Ayrshire 57, 199
East Dunbartonshire 58–9, 199, 207
East Kilbride (S Lans), Calderglen 163
East Linton (E Loth): Mill Wynd 61–2;
Orchardfield, land adjacent to 61
East Lothian 59–63, 200, 207
East Renfrewshire 63–4, 200
Eastwood (Glasgow), Pollok House 78
Eday (Orkney), Green 119–20
Edderton (Highld), Cartomie Cairns 93
Eddleston (Borders): Craigfoot 152;
Ferniehole 152;
Greenfield Knowe 152;
Greenside 152; Harcus Burn 152;
Kilburn 152; Nether Falla 152;
Observer 153; Spurlens 153;
Tileworks House 153;
Weary Burn 153
Edinburgh: Acheson House 65;
archives 200–1;
Balfour Stewart House 65–6;
Braid Burn Flood Prevention
Scheme 66;

index
cathedral 155; church recording 10;
Coburg Street 66;
Craigmillar Park 73;
Cramond Glebe Road 66;
Cramond Glebe Terrace 66;
Dean Path 67;
Duddingston manse gardens 67;
Gilmerton Road 69;
Gogarburn Hospital 200;
Gorgie Road 69–70;
Greyfriars Kirkhouse 70;
High Street 70; Holyroodhouse 71–2;
Joppa salt pan works 70;
Lochend Park 70;
Logie Green Road/
Beaverbrook Place 70;
London Road 70–1;
Morrison Street car park 71;
National Museums of Scotland 71;
Old College Quadrangle 67–8, 69;
Old High School 71;
Pilrig Park/Pilrig House Close 72;
Pleasance Forecourt and
Bicycle Store 73;
Poplar Lane/Salamander Place/
Fox Street 72;
Royal Botanic Garden 72;
St John the Evangelist church 72;
Scottish Parliament 72;
Sugarhouse Close/Canongate/
Holyrood Road 72–3;
Treasure Trove 207;
Turnhouse Road 73;
Whitehouse Road 73;
see also Cramond; Currie; Granton;
Kirkliston; Leith; Newcraighall;
Queensferry; Ratho
Edinkillie (Moray), Craiginsillar 112
Eilean Donan Castle (Highld) 98
Eilean Mór (Ag & B), survey 50
Elgin (Moray): Lady Hill 112;
Spynie 115
enclosures
prehistoric:
Brevig 174, 175; Forres 113;
Forteviot 141, 142;
Kingoldrum 35; Tiree 50;
Wester Moy 105
church/chapel sites:
Iona 41; Islay 41;
Prestonpans 62
medieval–post-medieval:
Arran 116, 117; Broad Moor 55;
Buaile Crois 186;
Buaile Falaich 187;
Clashindarroch 23;
Drumtochty 20; Dunan 143;
Dunning 140; Glen Lochay 167;
Glen Moriston 105;
Glentarsan 38, 39, 40;
Pitdouries 12; Powmyre 31;
Quein 49; Todhill Wood 13
not dated:
aerial surveys 9;
Assynt 86; Badanloch 97;
Chapelhope 153; Clachan 36;
Culzean 161; Dallas 111;

Dalrulzion 146;
Deer Park Wood 107, 108;
East Revoch 63;
Harcus Burn 152;
Mount Eagle Forest 87;
North Uist 182; Ordequish 110;
Scootmore 113; South Uist 183;
Strichen 31; Weary Burn 153;
Westerord 13;
Whiteside Hill 193
engineering works 57
Errol (P & K),
East Inchmichael Farm 140
Evanton (Highld), Fannyfield Farm 97
Fain (Highld), survey 100
Falkirk 74–5, 201, 205, 206, 208
Falkirk (Falk): Antonine Wall 74;
Mumrills 74; Old Parish Church 74
Falkland (Fife), Curling Pond Field 76
Fara (Orkney), wind farm 131, 132
Farr (Highld), Croftcroy 92
Fearn (Highld), water main 94–5
Fedderate Castle (Aberdeens) 26
Fethaland (Shet),
fishing station 158, 159
Fetlar (Shet), breakwater 158
Fetteresso (Aberdeens): Burn of Day 19;
Cottonbrae 19; Jennys Bog 19
Fetternear Palace (Aberdeens) 16, 17
field systems
Neolithic 134
Iron Age 125, 135
post-medieval 108, 110
multi-period 159, 194, 195
not dated:
Ardochy Woods 87;
Broad Moor 55; Clounlaid 101;
Dallas 111; Dalrulzion 146;
Eilean Mór 50; Gateside 114;
Glen Bellart 45; Jennys Bog 19;
Lesliefield 114;
Muie Grazings 102;
Parkhill Wood 13;
Peterculter Forest 14;
Spardon Woods 148;
Spurlens 153
Fife 10, 75–8, 201, 208
finger ring, copper alloy 104
Finstown (Orkney), Rowandale 120
fire pits 28, 37, 142, 162
Firth (Orkney): Redland 120;
Rising Tide project 120
fishing bothy 19
fishing station 158, 159
fitting, zoomorphic 85
flint and stone tools
prehistoric 103
Mesolithic:
Ayr 162; Blyth Bridge 157;
Creit Dhu 45; Dunbeath 99;
Islay 42; Northton 178;
Sleat 102
Neolithic:
Aberdeen 12;
Braes of Ha’Breck 122, 123;
Eday 119–20; Inverurie 25;

Kintore 25; Links of Noltland 134;
Ness of Brodgar 130;
New Kilpatrick 58
Bronze Age:
Armadale 103; Durness 93;
Forteviot 143; Inverurie 25;
Kintore 25; Kirkliston 172
not dated:
Aberdeen 12; Arbroath 32;
Auchterarder 136; Carn Liath 95;
Culzean 160; East Linton 61;
Feadan Rock 143–4; Forres 113;
Ingleston Motte 54; Kilfinian 40;
Law of Dumbuils 141;
Morvern 100; Oakbank 144;
Rhonehouse 53; St Kilda 177;
Tullo 23;
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 104
see also arrowheads;
axe-hammer; axes; maceheads;
pitchstone; polissoir; querns
Fodderty (Highld): road 81;
water main renewal 91
fords 22, 30, 43, 81, 117, 139, 170
Forfar (Angus): Carseburn Road 34;
East Mains of Carseburn 34;
Myre Road and Castle Street 34
Forgandenny (P & K): aerial
reconnaissance 9; Castle Law 196;
Law of Dumbuils 141
Forres (Moray), Grantown Road 113
Fort George (Highld) 85
Forteviot (P & K): Craigendivots 9;
cropmarks 141–2;
SERF project 140
Fortingall (P & K):
Culdee monasteries 143;
Inverinain hydro scheme 143;
Roromore hydro scheme 143;
Roroyere hydro scheme 143
forts: Fort George 85; Leith 66;
Seamill 118; Somerset’s Mount 72;
White Castle 59–60;
see also castles/tower houses;
forts/camps, Roman; hillforts;
promontory forts
forts/camps, Roman 191;
Bearsden 58–9; Cardean 31;
Castlecary 74; Cramond 67;
Doune 167, 168; Glenlochar 191;
Gormyre Hill 174; Inchtuthil 136, 137;
Kirkurd 155; Lintrose 145;
Lurg Moor 190; Mumrills 74;
Old Kilpatrick 171; Oxton 152;
see also watchtower
four post structure 44
Fraserburgh (Aberdeens), Greenbank 20
Fyvie (Aberdeens): Birkenburn 21;
Corrydown 21–2; Corskie 22;
Fyvie Castle 21
Galston (E Ayrs), Church Lane 57
gardens/garden features: Aberdeen 11;
Aberdour 75; Blairadam Forest 75;
Castle Fraser 17, 18;
Edinburgh 67, 71, 72, 73;
Ethiebeaton 35; Fyvie Castle 21;
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Hermiston House 65;
Newliston 172–3; Ordequish 110;
Pollok House 78; Stirling 170;
Tullibardine Castle 136;
see also deer parks
Garlieston (D & G),
Mulberry Harbour project 190
Gartly (Aberdeens),
Clashindarroch 22–3
Garvock (Aberdeens),
Tullo Wind Farm 23
Gigha (Ag & B): Tigh an Rhuba 37;
wind turbine 37
Gilgordie Brogs (Shet), survey 159
Glamis (Angus):
aerial reconnaissance 9;
Powmyre Quarry 31
Glascarnoch Dam (Highld) 192
Glasgow 78–80; archives 201;
cathedral 79; Duke Street 78, 79;
Mansion Street 79, 80;
Provand’s Lordship 79;
St Andrew’s cathedral 80;
Saracen Pottery 79;
see also Eastwood; Stepps
Glasserton (D & G):
Black Loch of Myrton 52–3;
Gribton 53
Glen Devon (P & K),
Burnfoot Hill Wind Farm 136
Glen Dochart (Stirlg), Suie 166
Glen Feshie (Highld), survey 82
Glen Finglass (Stirlg), cup marks 166
Glen Gloy (Highld), survey 97
Glen Lochay (Stirlg): Innischoarach 167;
Innisdaimh 167; Lubchurran 167;
surveys 166–7
Glen Moriston (Highld), survey 105
Glen Muick (Aberdeens): Aucholzie 24;
Ganderg 24
Glen Oykel (Highld),
Craggie bloomery 98
Glenbervie (Aberdeens): Badieclay 23;
Hobseat 23; Stonehouse 23;
Waterhead of Cowie 24
Glenelg (Highld), Dun Telve broch 95
Glenlochar (D & G), fort 191
Glenshiel (Highld),
Caisteal Grugaig 94, 95
Glentarsan (Ag & B): Lonyle 39–40;
survey 38, 39
Golspie (Highld): Carn Liath 95;
overhead line renewal 95
granaries 57, 74
Grange (Moray), Gurrowood 113
Granton (Edin), church 70
gravestones
see tombstones/gravestones
Gullane (E Loth), St Andrew’s Kirk 59
Haddington (E Loth), High Street 60
harbours/jetties/nausts: Aberdeen 11;
Cruden 19; Dun an-t Siamain 180;
Dun Ghallain 86; Dundee 56;
Fara 131, 132; Fetlar 158;
Lagg Bay 40; Lerwick 158;
Loch Roag Islands 185, 186, 189;
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Lochboisdale 183; North Berwick 61;
North Uist 182; Old House Point 53;
Rubh’an Dùnain 88; Scapa Flow 134;
see also docks; fishing bothy;
fishing station
Harrietfield (P & K), Tullymoran 147
Harris (W Isles): Horgabost 177, 178;
Northton 178; Rodel church 178–9;
Spinal road improvements 176
Hawick (Borders):
Commercial Road 154;
Winningtonrig Farm 152
henges 25, 105, 130–1, 142, 150
Heriot (Borders),
Carcant Wind Farm 154
Highland 80–106, 195–6, 201–2, 208
hillforts: Cairnmore 14; Castle Law 196;
The Chesters 59;
Law of Dumbuils 141;
White Castle 59–60;
Whiteside Hill 193;
see also promontory forts
Hilton of Cadboll (Highld), sculpture 201
hoards 157, 169
Hownam (Borders),
Upper Chatto Farm 154
Hoy (Orkney): Lyness 132;
Scapa Flow project 133–4
Huntingtower (P & K): castle 149–50;
Mains of Huntingtower 150
Huntly (Aberdeens): Bailiesward 24;
Bin Forest 16; Clashindarroch 24;
Craigentrindy 24–5; Saughs 25
hut circles:
Aberdeenshire 12, 15, 18, 19
Argyll & Bute 36
Highland 86, 87, 91, 92, 94, 96, 98, 102
Moray 107
Perth & Kinross 145–6, 147
Shetland 157, 194
Western Isles 185, 186, 187, 189
ice-houses 19, 107
Inch (D & G), Cults Loch 53
Inchinnan (Rens): Airport project 150;
sculpture 150
Inchmahome Abbey (Stirlg) 169
Inchtuthil fortress (P & K) 136, 137
ingot 84
ingot mould 84
inhumations
Bronze Age:
Cladh Aindreis 85–6;
Forteviot 142–3;
Roeberry Barrow 132, 133
Pictish, Forteviot 141
Iron Age/Early Christian,
Griminish 180
medieval–post-medieval:
Bute 48; Colonsay 36–7;
Cromarty 91; Edinburgh 68;
Glasgow 79; Leith 69
not dated:
Dunstaffnage 44; South Uist 183
see also cemeteries; cremations
inscriptions 112, 193
Inveravon (Moray), Morinsh Wood 107

Inverchaolain (Ag & B): Ardtaraig 38;
Bot nan Creagan 38
Inverclyde 202
Inveresk (E Loth): Brunton Wireworks 60;
Grannus Mews 60;
Inveresk Kennels 60;
Kirk Park access road 60–1;
Lewisvale Park cricket pavilion 61;
Smeaton Grove 61
Inverness (Highld):
Balvonie of Leys 95–6;
Chapel Street 96;
flood relief channel 96;
Knocknagael substation 96;
Ness Side 96; Parks Farm 96;
Slackbuie 96;
see also Balloch
Inverurie (Aberdeens):
Broom Lodge 25;
International Paper 25;
Locomotive Works 25;
Westgate development 25
Iona (Ag & B): abbey 41, 190;
Port an Fhir-bhreige 41; survey 41
ironworks/iron working:
Applecross 83–4; Bonawe 37;
Cargill 137; Craggie bloomery 98;
Dunbeath 99; Glen Lochay 167;
Inverurie 25; Paddockhaugh 110;
Sandwick 125; Wilsontown 163, 164
Irvine (N Ayrs), City of Adelaide 116
Islay (Ag & B): Airigh Ghuaidhre 41;
Rubha Port an t-Seilich 42;
Storakaig 42
Jarlshof (Shet) 158
Jedburgh (Borders): abbey 154;
Canongate car park 154;
cross base 154
jeton 17
John Preston wreck (Highld) 80
Johnstone (Rens):
Auchengreoch Avenue 150–1;
Windyhill 151
Jura (Ag & B), Lagg Bay 40
kale yards 44, 194;
see also planticrubs
Keith (Moray), Edintore Wind Farm 113
Kelso (Borders), Ferneyhill Toll 153
Kelton (D & G): Boatcroft Farm 53;
Ingleston Motte 53–4;
Meikle Hill Wood 54
Kenmay (Aberdeens): Hillhead 25;
Rochead 25
Kenmore (P & K):
Alt Coire Phadairlidh 143–4;
Kiltyrie 144; Mergdow 144;
Oakbank 144; quern 144;
Tomour 145
kennels 100
Kettins (P & K), Lochindores 9
Kettle (Fife), Ramornie Quarry 76
Kilbirnie (N Ayrs), Newhouse Farm 116
Kilbraur Wind Farm (Highld), survey 90
Kilbride (Ag & B): Glenshellach 45;
overhead line renewal 45

index
Kilchrenan (Ag & B), Achnacraobh 40
Kildonan (Highld),
coastal zone survey 90–1
Kilearnan (Highld), road 81
Kilfinan (Ag & B): Sulphur Spring 40;
topsoil strip 40
Killean (Ag & B), Glencreggan 42
Killiecrankie (P & K),
Ochilmore Farm and cottage 148
Kilmartin (Ag & B): Glen Moine 42;
Glennan 42;
Killinochonoch Hill 43, 44;
Leckuary 42
Kilmichael Glassary (Ag & B):
Achnaba 42–3;
Dunamuck Cottage 43
Kilmodan (Ag & B), Auchnagarran
overhead line 44
Kilmorack (Highld), Comar Wood 97
Kilmore (Ag & B): Ardoran 44;
Dalnacabaig Annex 44;
Dunstaffnage 44, 45
Kilmorich (Ag & B),
overhead line renewal 36
Kilmun (Ag & B): Craighoyle 37;
Port Dornaige 37
kilns
brick/tile 153
corn-drying:
Auchtertipper 93;
Balmaclellan 51–2; Birnie 110;
Bot nan Creagan 38;
The Cairns 129; Dundee 56;
Dunning 140;
Eilean Pabaigh 186;
Forteviot 143; Glen Feshie 82;
Glen Lochay 167;
Glen Muick 24;
King’s Cairn 114;
Powmyre Quarry 31
kelp 188
pottery 57, 79, 80
not specified:
Balvonie of Leys 96;
Bin Forest 16; Dalrulzion 147;
Fuaidh Mor 188;
Fyvie Castle 21;
Glen Moriston 105
see also lime kilns
Kilspindie (P & K), Evelick 9
Kilsyth (N Lans): Garrell Burn 118;
Stoneree Glen 118
Kiltarlity (Highld), Mauld Forest 97
Kiltearn (Highld), road 81
Kilwinning (N Ayrs),
Main Street 117–18
Kincraig (Highld),
Highland Wildlife Park 82
Kingarth (Bute), churches 10
Kingoldrum (Angus), The Wellton 34–5
Kingussie (Highld), Pitmain 98;
see also Glen Feshie
Kinloch (P & K), Middleton Muir 145
Kinloss (Moray), Roseisle Forest 107
Kinross (P & K), Baltree Farm 145
Kintore (Aberdeens),
Midmill industrial estate 25–6

Kirkcaldy (Fife), church 10
Kirkintilloch (E Duns):
Auchendavie Farm 58;
St Flannan’s church 58;
Woodilee 58
Kirkliston (Edin):
Axis Business Park 73;
Newbridge Fire Training Centre 73;
pipeline 172
Kirkmichael (P & K),
Dalrulzion 145, 146, 147
Kirkoswald (S Ayrs): gas pipeline 161;
House of Burns 161
Kirkwall (Orkney), Meil Bay 121
Kirriemuir (Angus), Kirriemuir Hill 35
Knapdale (Ag & B), Learg Mhor 50
knives:
iron 36, 82, 84, 104
stone 49, 103, 122, 159
Knowes (E Loth), cist 200
Lairg (Highld): East Durcha 91;
The Ord 98–9;
overhead line renewal 95
Lamb Holm (Orkney), survey 120–1
Lanark (S Lans), Cargill Club 165
Langbank crannog (Rens) 190, 191
Langshaws (Borders),
Colmslie Farm 155
Langwell (Highld), survey 100
Larbet (Falk), Forth Valley hospital 75
Largs (N Ayrs), Flatt Farm 118
Lasswade (Midloth):
Old Pentland Kirk 106;
Parkburn 205, 206
Latheron (Highld), Bardnatua Croft 100
Law (S Lans), Bellgrove 163
Lawers (P & K): Lawers Burn 144;
Old Church Cottage 144–5
lazy beds 44, 55, 100, 176, 181, 184
lead working 137
Leith (Edin): church 10;
Citadel Church 66;
South Leith graveyard 69
Lerwick (Shet), harbour 158
Leslie (Fife), Lomond Quarry 76–7
Lesmahagow (S Lans):
Broken Cross North 165;
Cairnhouses 165; Old Brae 165
Letham (Fife), Mountcastle Quarry 77
Lewis (W Isles):
Achmore stone circle 179;
Beinn Fuathabhal 184;
Beinn Na Muilne 179;
Bradhagair 175, 176;
Callanish 184, 185;
Loch Roag survey 185–6, 187–9;
Stacaiseal 175; Stornaway 184
lime kilns: Aucholzie 24;
Auchtertipper 93; Boddin Point 33;
Brora 89, 90; Bunzeach 30;
Melrose 155; Parkmore 113, 114;
Spardon Woods 148;
Wilsontown 163
Linlithgow (W Loth):
Beecraigs Country Park 173;
High Street 173, 174;

Low Port Centre 173; Palace 173;
parish church 173–4; The Peel 174;
Queen Margaret Hall 173;
South Mains Farm 173
Lintrathen (Angus),
Durward’s Dyke 34, 35
Linwood (Rens), Burnbrae Road 151
Little Dunkeld (P & K): Ballinloan 147;
Craig Tombane 147;
Meikle Logie 147
Loch Arklet (Stirlg), survey 165
Loch Choire (Highld), survey 94
Loch Feochan (Ag & B),
overhead line renewal 45
Loch Hope (Highld), survey 92
Loch Long (Ag & B), Knap 47–8
Loch Stack (Highld), Reay estate 94
Loch Striven (Ag & B): Invervegain 39;
military site 39
Lochgoilhead (Ag & B):
Airigh na Creige 46;
Allt an Tòrra 46;
Allt Coire Odhair 46–7;
Allt Reinain 47; The Brack 47;
overhead line renewal 36
Lochindorb Castle (Highld) 195–6
Lochmaben (D & G), castle 54
locomotive works 25
Logie (Stirlg), old parish church 169
Logie Easter (Highld), road 81
Logie Wester (Highld), road 81
Logierait (P & K): Craigbea 147;
Great Gheal 9; pipeline 147–8
Lonemore (Highld), township 197
Longforgan (P & K):
Invergowrie primary school 147;
West Pilmore 147
longhouses: Arran 116, 117;
Bot nan Creagan 38; Cairnie 16;
Craigloch 29; Kilbride 45;
Kilmichael Glassary 42, 43;
Shetland 159; Skaill 125, 126
loom weight 49
Lossiemouth Forest (Moray),
survey 115
Lumphanan (Aberdeens),
Blelack Moss 26
Lurg Moor (Inverclyde), camp 190
lyre fragment 104
Lyth (Highld), Quintfall 105–6
maceheads 130
Machrihanish (Ag & B): factory site 36;
overhead line renewal 36
marine heritage 191
Markhill (S Ayrs), wind farm 160
Markinch (Fife): Kirkforthar 77;
Leven Bottling Plant 77
Maybole (S Ayrs), Culzean Road 161–2
Mearns (E Rens): Brownside Farm 64;
Capelrig Tower 64
Melrose (Borders): abbey 155;
Abbotsford 155; pipeline 155;
St Mary’s School 155
Melvich (Highld), survey 94
Melville Gate (Midloth), evaluation 202
Menstrie (Clacks), Myretoun Barn 51
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Merkland (Highld), Loch a’Ghriama 98
metalworking 84, 99, 109, 125, 129, 167;
see also ironworks/ironworking;
lead working
Methlick (Aberdeens): Bellmuir 26;
Courtstone 31
Midlothian 106–7, 202, 205–6, 208
mill ponds 19, 20, 21, 93
mills
grain:
Aucholzie 24; Birkenburn 21;
King’s Cairn 114;
Loch Mhamoil 187;
Millhill Mill 31–2;
Ordequish 110; Rosarie 111
lint/textile:
East Sutherland 91;
Jedburgh 154; Monymusk 26;
Nairnside 91
timber:
Balnagowan 100;
Coull 17–18;
Mains of Blackhall 30
not specified:
Aberdeen 11; Assynt 86;
Clashindarroch 22;
Duncanhaugh 157;
Edinburgh 66, 69–70;
Glenagaber 157; Hawick 154;
Middle Cardney 139;
Monaughty 112–13; Paisley 151;
Pitfichie Forest 26; Skene 28;
Tomnakeist 24
windmill 75
millstone quarries 118
mining sites 57, 75, 164, 165, 172
moated sites 16–17, 26, 52, 173
Mochrum (D & G): Chapel Finian 54;
Low Clone 54
Monaughty (Moray), survey 112–13
Moneydie (P & K):
Craighead Farm 147;
Logierait pipeline 147–8
Monifieth (Angus): inscription 193;
Joint Quarry Venture 35
Monkton (S Ayrs), park and ride 162
Montrose (Angus), North Esk Road 35
Monymusk (Aberdeens): Kirkton 26;
Pitfichie Forest 26
Moray 106, 107–15, 202, 208
mortar, stone 141
Morvern (Highld):
Allt Meall a’Chaorain 100;
Barr river north 100;
Clounlaid 100–1;
Loch Arienas 101
motte 53–4
moulds 14, 84, 104, 129
Moulin (P & K): Mill Glen 148;
Spardon Woods 148
mounts 84, 112;
see also strap mount
Muckhart (Clacks), Castleton Hill 9
Muir Hall Wind Farm (S Lans) 163
Muiravonside (Falk),
Myrehead windmill 75
Muirkirk (E Ayrs), Cairniebottom 57
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Mull (Ag & B): Baliscate 190;
Block House 40–1; Creit Dhu 45;
Dervaig 45; Glen Bellart 45;
Tobermory 45
musket/pistol balls 62
Musselburgh (E Loth),
Links Avenue 61
Muthill (P & K),
Bishop’s Bridge 148, 149

painted stones 130, 134
Paisley (Rens): abbey 151, 190;
Oakshaw Street West 151;
Strathcarron Drive 151;
Watermill Hotel 151
peat stands 194, 195
Peebles (Borders),
Old Parish Church 156
Penicuik (Midloth),
Penicuik House 106–7
Nairn (Highld), The Meadows 101
Perth & Kinross
needle, copper alloy 129
9, 10, 56, 135–50, 196, 202–3, 208
Nethy Bridge (Highld),
Peterculter (Aberdeens):
Abernethy churchyard 80
Aberdeen Woods 13;
New Kilpatrick (E Duns):
Contlaw Mains 13;
Boclair Road 58;
North Eddieston 13;
Douglasmuir Quarry 58
Peterculter Forest 13–14
New Monkland (N Lans),
Peterhead (Aberdeens),
railway improvments 118
Harbour Street/James Street 27
Newcraighall (Edin), Whitehill South 73 pigments 134
Newhills (Aberdeens), Wynford 12
pins:
Newliston (W Loth), survey 172–3
bone 36, 104, 134
Newtyle (Angus), Edderty 9
copper alloy 36, 84
North Ayrshire 115–18, 202, 208
pit alignments 77, 150
North Berwick (E Loth), harbour 61
pitchstone 101, 130
North Kessock (Highld),
Pitsligo Castle (Aberdeens) 27, 28
Bellfield Farm 98
planticrubs 143, 194;
North Lanarkshire 118–19, 202, 208
see also kale yards
North Ronaldsay (Orkney),
plough marks
Broch of Burrian 205
see ard/plough marks
North Uist (W Isles): Baile Sear 179;
polissoir 122
Clachan Shanda 180;
Port of Menteith (Stirlg):
Dun an Sticir 180;
Inchmahome Abbey 169;
Dun an-t Siamain 180, 181;
Upper Glenny 170
Dun Ban 181;
Portmahomack (Highld):
Dun Nighean Righ Lochlainn 181;
monastery 190; water main 94–5
Dun Torcuill 180; Griminish 180;
Portmoak (P & K), Portmoak Farm 149
Neolithic monuments, review of 196; Portpatrick (D & G), Broad Moor 55
spinal road 181, 182
pottery
prehistoric:
Oakley (Fife), Blair House 75–6
Auchterarder 136; Ayr 162;
Old Cumnock (E Ayrs),
Crooksetter Hill 158;
Greenholm Road 57
Easter Happrew 156; Forres 113;
Old Deer (Aberdeens):
Frobost 183; Fyvie 21;
Little Kirkhill 26;
Kilmartin 44; Logierait 148;
parish church and glebe 26–7
Skene 28
Old Kilpatrick (W Duns):
Neolithic:
Golden Hill Park 171;
Birnie 109;
Kirk Crescent 171
Braes of Ha’Breck 122, 123;
Old Luce (D & G): A75 54–5;
Eday 119; Forres 113;
Drumflower Quarry 55;
Forteviot 142; Inverurie 25;
Long Fort and Windy Slop 55
Links of Noltland 134;
Old Machar (Aberdeens):
Ness of Brodgar 130;
Jesmond Drive 12;
New Kilpatrick 58;
Parkhill Wood 13
Snabe Quarry 162; Tullo 23
Oldmeldrum (Aberdeens),
Beaker 49, 142, 143, 172
North Meadows industrial estate 19
Bronze Age:
Ordequish Wood (Moray), survey 108
Armadale 103; Bute 49;
Orkney 119–35, 197, 202, 205, 208
Forteviot 142; Inverness 96;
Orphir (Orkney), Naversdale 121
Inverurie 25; Kintore 25;
Orwell (P & K), aerial reconnaissance 9
Roeberry Barrow 132;
Oxton (Borders),
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 104
Channelkirk Cottage 152
Bronze Age–Iron Age 124
Oyne (Aberdeens): Bennachie 27;
Iron Age:
Oxen Craig 27
Applecross 84, 85;
Birnie 108, 109; The Cairns 129;
Paddockhaugh (Moray), excavation 110
Charraboist 187;

index
Dunbeath 99;
Eilean Pabaigh 186;
North Uist 180, 181;
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 104
Roman 60, 61, 74, 109, 171
medieval:
Brechin 32; Dunbeath 99;
East Linton 61; Edinburgh 70, 71;
Fetternear 16;
Inchmahome Abbey 169;
Logie 169; Old Pentland Kirk 106;
St Andrews 78;
Upper Whitestone 161
medieval/post-medieval 54
post-medieval 57, 66, 70, 79
see also kilns, pottery
Prestonpans (E Loth), battle site 62
Prestwick (S Ayrs), Main Street 162
promontory forts:
Brough of Bigging 126;
Cults Loch 53; East Sutherland 91;
Lewis 189; Ordequish 108;
Rubh’ an Dùnain 88
quarries:
millstone 118
Neolithic 159
quarry cart 162
Queensferry (Edin): Edinburgh Road 65;
Forth Bridge 65;
Orocco Pier Hotel 65
querns:
rotary 52, 104, 144
saddle 14, 44, 52, 101, 104, 109, 183
radiocarbon dates 205–6; Balloch 101;
Bannockburn 170; Block House 41;
Creit Dhu 45; Derskelpin Farm 54–5;
Inverurie 25; Kilfinan 40;
Lerwick 158; Logierait 147, 148;
Powmyre Quarry 31;
Rubh’ an Dùnain 88;
Sands of Forvie 28; Skaill 125, 126;
Skene 28; Sleat 102; Storakaig 42;
Tigh an Rhuba 37; Tullo 23
Rafford (Moray): Drumdauch 114;
Moor of Tore 114;
Newtyle Forest 114
railways/stations:
Airdrie to Bathgate 118, 172;
Bathgate 172; Ethiebeaton estate 35;
Fara 132; Glasgow 79;
Newliston 172, 173; Old Luce 54;
Oldmeldrum 19; Saltcoats 115;
Selkirk 156; Stepps 118;
see also locomotive works; tramways
Ramscraigs (Highld),
Grey Cairn Woodland 100
Rannoch (P & K), Dunan 143
Ratho (Edin), Ratho Byres farmhouse 73
Rathven (Moray): Gateside 114;
King’s Cairn 114
Redgorton (P & K),
Logierait pipeline 147–8
Renfrewshire 150–1, 203, 208
Resolis (Highld), Mount Eagle Forest 87
Rhonehouse (D & G), Boatcroft Farm 53

Rhu (Ag & B), Lomond School 50
Rhynie (Aberdeens),
Clashindarroch 22–3
rig and furrow
Aberdeenshire:
Castle Fraser 17; Drumtochty 20;
Glenbervie 23; Kintore 25–6;
Monymusk 26; Oldmeldrum 19;
Parkhill Wood 13;
Peterculter Forest 13–14;
Sands of Forvie 29
Angus 9
Argyll & Bute 35, 40, 45, 50
Borders 153, 155, 156
Dumfries & Galloway 55
East Dunbartonshire 58
East Lothian 59
East Renfrewshire 64
Edinburgh 65; Fife 75, 76
Highland 89, 106
North Ayrshire 117
Orkney 126
Perth & Kinross 9, 140
West Lothian 172
ring cairns 12, 101
ring ditches 32, 61, 113, 147, 173;
associated with roundhouses 32, 43,
44, 108, 109
ringwork 107
roads:
Roman 60, 74, 167, 168, 191
early Highland 81
military 35, 88, 93, 96, 97, 165
rock art 116, 130, 138, 143–4, 146, 190;
see also cup marks; painted stones;
sculpture
rock shelters
see caves/rock shelters
Rogart (Highld): Corryachvrail 101–2;
Muie Grazings 102
Roster (Highld), Preston’s Croft 100
Rothes (Moray): Lands Street 114;
Lesliefield 114; Sherrifhaugh 114–15
Rothesay (Ag & B): Bogany Road 50;
churches 10
Rothiemay (Moray): Claymires 115;
Retanach 115
Rothiemurchus (Highld),
Auchtertipper 93
roundhouses: Aberdeen 12;
Arbroath 32; Balgosie 12;
Bannockburn 170; Birnie 108, 109;
Blair Drummond 169;
Bookan Farm 126;
The Cairns 128–9;
Cladh Halainn 183; Clounlaid 101;
Dallas 111; Dalrulzion 145, 146, 147;
Doune 168;
Dun Nighean Righ Lochlainn 181;
Dun Scalpsie 194; Durris Woods 15;
Forres 113; Hillside 190;
Horgabost 178;
Killinochonoch Hill 43, 44;
Linlithgow 173; Middle Gourdie 9;
Mound of Brough 123;
North Kessock 98; Shianbank 9;
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 104;

Upper Whitestone 161;
West Pilmore 147;
Western Isles survey 174
Rousay (Orkney):
Mound of Brough/Midhowe
and Knowe of Swandro 123–4;
Rinyo 121; Westness 124–5
St Andrews (Fife): cathedral 77, 78;
St Leonard’s school 78;
university data centre 78
St Kilda (W Isles): Boreray 176, 195;
Hirta 176–7
Saline (Fife), Cadgerford 77
salt pan works 70, 89, 90
Saltcoats (N Ayrs), Station Building 115
Sandness (Shet), peat stand 195
Sands of Forvie (Aberdeens),
middens 28–9
Sandwick (Orkney):
Birsay-Skaill landscape
project 125, 126;
Bookan Farm 126;
Brough of Bigging 126
scales 129
Scone (P & K): aerial reconnaissance 9;
Grey Stanes 149
Scootmore (Moray), survey 113
Scotland’s Rural Past
49, 190, 193, 195, 197
Scottish Borders
151–7, 193, 197, 203, 208
sculpture 77, 150, 154, 155, 201;
see also architectural fragments;
rock art; symbol stones; tombstones
Seamill (N Ayrs), Ardrossan Road 118
Selkirk (Borders):
South Bridge House 156;
Sunderland Farm Cottages 156
sheep, structures associated with:
Airigh na Creige 46;
Allt Coire Odhair 46;
Allt Meall a’Chaorain 100;
Ardess 165; Ardtaraig 38;
Badanloch 97; Balgosie 12;
Blyth Bridge 157; Bunzeach 30;
Chapelhope 153; Coire Odhar 47;
Dunning 140; Evanton 97;
Glen Moriston 105; Glen Muick 24;
Glentarsan 39; Inverchaolain 38;
Kilmore 44; Langwell 100;
Loch Long 48; Merkland 98;
Novar Woods 80; Pitfichie Forest 26;
Roroyere 143; Spardon Woods 148;
Tough 31
shell middens 28–9, 90, 102, 124, 187
Shetland 157–9, 193, 194, 197, 203
shielings:
Aberdeenshire 23
Argyll & Bute 37, 45, 46
East Renfrewshire 64
Highland 95, 100
North Ayrshire 116
Perth & Kinross 143
Stirling 166, 167
Western Isles 175, 176, 182, 185, 187
ships/shipwrecks 80, 116, 183, 191
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shooting butts 15, 22, 23, 146
shooting lodges 48, 100
Shotts (N Lans):
Netherton Old Hall 118, 119;
railway improvements 118
shrine 52
Skene (Aberdeens), Broadshade 28
skewput 119
Skye (Highld): Armadale 102–3;
Kilbeg 102; Osedale water main 89;
Rubh’an Dùnain 88; Sleat 102;
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 103–4;
Uamh an Eich Bhric 88–9
slag: Applecross 84; Barry 32; Brora 90;
Craggie 98; Ingleston Motte 54;
Paddockhaugh 110; Sandwick 125;
Whithorn 56
souterrains 9, 83, 121, 128, 131
South Ayrshire 160–2, 203
South Lanarkshire 162–5, 203–4, 209
South Ronaldsay (Orkney):
Brough Ness 128; Bu Sands 126;
The Cairns 128, 129;
Old Head 127, 128; survey 126–7
South Uist (W Isles): Cladh Halainn 183;
Frobost 183; Lochboisdale 183;
Neolithic monuments, review of 196;
spinal road 181–2; Stoneybridge 184
South Walls (Orkney),
Roeberry Barrow 132, 133
Spean Bridge (Highld): Glen Gloy 97;
High Bridge 97
spearheads 55, 104, 142, 157
Speymouth (Moray),
Castle Hill Wood 115
spindle whorls 49, 104, 109
Spittalfield (P & K), Delvine 137
Spott (Borders), Friardykes Steading 156
stables 100
Staffa (Ag & B), survey 45
standing stones: Applecross 83;
Ardtaraig 38; Armadale 103;
Benbecula 184;
Clachan Shanda 180;
Invervegain 39; Muie Grazings 102;
Ness of Brodgar 130; survey 196;
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 104;
Walls 194;
see also stone settings
steam engine house 63
Stenness (Orkney):
Ness of Brodgar 129–30;
Stones of Stenness 130–1
Stepps (N Lans), Frankfield Loch 118
Stewarton (S Ayrs):
Hamilton Gardens 57;
Nether Robertland 57;
Vennel Street 57
stills 95, 111
Stirling 165–71, 204, 209
Stirling (Stirlg): castle 171; Kildean 170;
King’s Knot 170;
King’s Park 170, 171
Stobo (Borders),
Easter Happrew Farm 156
stone circles: Achmore 179;
Armadale 103; Barra 175;
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Berneray 174; Carinish 181;
Grey Stanes 149; St Kilda 176;
Sleat 102; Stones of Stenness 130–1;
survey 196;
Uamh an Ard Achaidh 104;
see also timber circles
stone rows 196
stone settings: Barra 174–5;
Beinn Mhor 187;
Beinn Na Muilne 179;
Callanish 184, 185;
Charraboist 187;
Fuaidh Mor 189; Mealbost 188
stone vessels 129, 134, 141
Strachan (Aberdeens):
Blackhall Forest 29; Craigloch 29;
Mains of Blackhall 30; Roadside 30
Stranraer (D & G), castle 55, 56
strap-ends 36, 112
strap junction 53
strap mount 101
Strathdon (Aberdeens): Auchernoch 30;
Bunzeach 30; hillforts 14
Strichen (Aberdeens),
West Cockmuir 31
Stromness (Orkney): Billia Croo 131;
Redland 131
Survey of Places of Worship
in Scotland 10
Swinton (Borders), church 156
sword pommel, whale tooth 128
symbol stones 112, 194
Tain (Highld): road 81; Shore Road 104;
Tain Jubilee Drive 104
Tantallon Castle (E Loth) 61
Tarves (Aberdeens), Courtstone 31
Tayport (Fife), Kirkton Barns 76
Temple (Midloth), Temple House 107
textile fragments 36, 69
Thrumster (Highld), Millburn 105
Tibbermore (P & K), Powside 150
timber circles 103, 173
Tiree (Ag & B): Druim Nan Caorach 50;
Heanish Machair 50
toggles, antler 84
tombstones/gravestones:
Abernethy 10, 80; Cromarty 91;
Dunkeld 139; Inchinnan 150;
St Andrews 77; Suie 166
torcs, gold 169
Torphicen (W Loth): Gormyre Hill 174;
railway 172
Torridon (Highld),
Diabeg Common Grazings 95
Torryburn (Fife), Shoreside 78
Tough (Aberdeens), Boglouster 31
Towie (Aberdeens), Monael Wood 31
tramways 48, 164
Tranent (E Loth): Birsley Brae 62;
Church Street 62;
Muirpark Drive 62;
Seton Collegiate Chapel 62–3
Traquair (Borders):
Kirkbride House 156;
Shootinglee 197
Treasure Trove 207–9

Tullich (Aberdeens):
Cambus O’May 24; Tomnakeist 24
tyre, iron 165
Unst (Shet): Hamar 159;
Sandwick Bay 194; Watlee 159
Upper Dallachy (Moray): Ashdele 107;
Deer Park Wood 107–8
Urquhart (Highld): castle 105; road 81
Urray (Highld), Wester Moy 105
warren 107
watchtower, Roman 137
Watenan (Highld), symbol stone 194
Weem (P & K), Rock of Weem 150
wells: Blackhall Forest 15; Brechin 32;
Dalry 116; Evanton 97;
Kirkoswald 161; Lamb Holm 121;
Paisley 151; Peterculter Forest 14;
St Kilda 195; Skene 28
West Dunbartonshire 171, 204, 209
West Linton (Borders), Kirkurd 155
West Lothian 172–4, 204, 209
Westerdale (Highld), evaluation 95
Western Isles 174–89, 193, 194, 204, 209
Westray (Orkney),
Links of Noltland 134, 135
wheelhouse 179
whetstones 84, 99, 104, 129
White Castle (E Loth) 59–60
Whiteash Wood (Moray), survey 108
Whitebridge (Highld), bridge 87, 88
Whiteside Hill (Borders) 193
Whithorn (D & G), cemetery 56
Whittingehame (E Loth):
Overfield Steading 63;
Papple Cottages 63
Wick (Highld): Castle Sinclair 105;
South Head 106
Wilsontown (S Lans),
ironworks 163, 164
window glass, medieval 16
wooden vessels 53, 104
Woodside (P & K),
Burnside Holding 137
World War 1 structures 93, 171
World War 2 structures: Allt an Tòrra 46;
Balnagowan 100; Bishopton 150;
Blairadam Forest 75;
The Chesters 59; Culbin 106;
Deer Park Wood 107–8;
Dun Scalpsie 194; Fara 132;
Fife 201; Fort George 85;
Garlieston 190; Inchcolm Abbey 75;
Lamb Holm 121; Loch Striven 39;
Lossiemouth Forest 115;
Old House Point 53; Paisley 151;
Scapa Flow 133–4; Wick 106
wrist guard 103
Wyre (Orkney),
Braes of Ha’Breck 121, 122, 123
Yarrow (Borders): Glenagaber 156;
Mill Knowe 156–7
Yetholm (Borders):
Duncanhaugh Mill 157;
Thirlestane House 157
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