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Editorial policy

Since the first volume in 1947 Discovery and excavation in
Scotland (DES) has played a vitally important role in Scottish
archaeology. Each new issue offers a simple way to keep up
to date with current work in the field, and the back issues
provide a research tool for anyone seeking information about
the archaeology of Scotland.
The full run of DES is now available digitally, with the
exception of the most recent two volumes. These are available
in print form to members of Archaeology Scotland. All volumes
from 1947 onwards are available as PDF files. They may be
downloaded for research and teaching purposes but must not
be resold or made available on any other web site or any other
medium with or without charge, unless with the prior written
consent of Archaeology Scotland and the relevant copyright
holders. The digital archive may be accessed via a link on the
Archaeology Scotland website.
DES is not intended as a medium for final publication.
It is a reference work, an annual summary of activity in
technical form. A fuller account will eventually appear in print
elsewhere, and/or further detailed records will be deposited
with the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS: formerly referred to
as NMRS) and in the appropriate museum service. It is a
condition of Historic Scotland funding that entries should be
supplied for publication in DES.
Archaeology Scotland publishes DES as a service to its
members and to archaeology generally. It is aimed at a
readership with a specialist interest in archaeology and
welcomes contributions from all sectors of the archaeological
community. Its production represents a significant percentage
of Archaeology Scotland’s annual income. Financial support
is received from various bodies for entries relating to their
work, and further contributions are received for reports on
developer-funded projects.
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DES aims to provide a rapid, comprehensive summary of all
archaeological work undertaken in Scotland each year by the
end of May in the succeeding year. This imposes a very tight
timescale on the production process. These considerations
underlie and constrain the editorial policy reflected in the
notes for contributors below. It seeks to balance maximum
information value and accuracy with speed of production
and minimum cost. It is divided into two sections: notes for
contributors on the format and deadlines for submissions, and
a section on conventions, arranged in alphabetical order.
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1 Notes for contributors
1.1
Content of DES
The editor will accept appropriate accounts of all forms of
archaeological discoveries. It is preferable to submit entries in
the year of discovery, but contributions may also be submitted
up to three years later. They may cover:
• Assessment (desk-based assessments should only be
submitted if undertaken as part of additional work)
• Evaluation
• Watching brief
• Excavation
• Geophysical or other field survey
• Fieldwalking
• Historic building survey
• Palaeoenvironmental studies
• Finds studies
• Records of stray finds
• Public access projects including Adopt-a-Monument
• Full bibliographic references for the final publication, in
any medium, of work previously recorded in DES.
1.2
Text format and deadlines
• Please supply contributions as a Word attachment via
email. In addition, one hard copy of each contribution
and a disk with the entries and any illustrations should be
submitted. Each contribution should be printed out on a
separate page following the standard format, and typed or
clearly printed in single spacing.
• Professional organisations should submit text in the format
requested by the editor. Individuals may submit text in the
format of the sample entry below.
• Contributions may be sent in at any time during the year.
The final deadline for inclusion of contributions in the
volume for the current year is 15 November. Contributions
received after that date will be included in the next year’s
volume.
• All entries should acknowledge the contributor(s),
organisation(s) and appropriate funder(s).
• The contributors’ contact addresses will be listed at the
back of the volume.
• The editor will not accept anonymous contributions.
• Contributions should be sent to Dr Paula Milburn at
RCAHMS, John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace,
Edinburgh EH8 9NX.
• Email Paula.Milburn@RCAHMS.gov.uk
1.3
Illustration format
• We will include illustrations to accompany your entry
whenever possible, provided they are of appropriate
quality. We particularly welcome plans of large-scale
excavations and surveys.
• Please supply colour and black and white greyscale images
as jpg or tif files at a minimum resolution of 300dpi.
• Black and white bitmap images should ideally be saved at
1200dpi, and no lower than 800dpi for optimum printing.
• Please supply a hard copy of each image, labelled on the
back with local authority area, site name and file name,
and a numbered list of captions cross-referencing images
and files.
• Do not embed images in Word files.
1.4
Editorial process
• Copyright for text and images published in DES will rest
with Archaeology Scotland. Entries will normally be
added to CANMORE, the RCAHMS online database (www.
RCAHMS.gov.uk).

• Contributors should ensure they have copyright
clearance for images not their own before submission.
• The editor will apply the standards and conventions of
these notes, as indicated in the sample entry below.
• The editor reserves the right to shorten contributions.
Because survey observations can be replicated, these are
subject to heavier editing than excavation reports, which
are records of unrepeatable work. Negative reports
(where no archaeology was found) should be as short
as possible.
• Badly written, very long or controversial contributions
may be returned to the contributor for revision.
• Contributors will not receive proofs of edited
contributions.
• The contributor is responsible for the accuracy of entries,
and all enquiries concerning content should be referred
to the contributor. Contributors may be asked to verify
their contributions. The editor will not enter into lengthy
correspondence with contributors.
1.5
Sample entry
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Berry Burn Wind Farm
Evaluation and survey
Sarah-Jane Haston – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 07032 46223 An archaeological evaluation was
undertaken in July 2006 to ascertain whether there were
any archaeological constraints upon the location of a turbine
forming part of the Berry Burn Wind Farm. The proposed
turbine location lies near the prehistoric field system at
Rochuln (NJ04NE 3).
Seven trenches were excavated, covering 392m2, equivalent
to just over 5% of the available area. The present ground
surface was at 310m OD. The trenches were excavated
through varying depths of peat, and all came down onto
natural sand with frequent boulders protruding from the
bedrock. In some places an iron-pan had developed before
the onset of peat accumulation. Large tree trunks were
visible within the peat at depths between 0.4m and 0.7m.
The evaluation identified three lengths of dry stone
walling, comprising two separate structures lying on top of
the natural subsoil and sealed beneath up to 0.7m of peat. Of
unknown date or function, they may be associated with an
early field system. All three features lie on the very E margin
of the Turbine 30 location and c45m from the centre point of
the turbine base.
Three linear banks that lay outside the limits of the previous
work undertaken by the RCAHMS (survey DC17478/PO)
were surveyed.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Entec UK

[Contact details for organisation / individual name –
for contributors list]
1.6
Format for editors
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Site name
Type(s) of project
Name of contributor(s) – Name of organisation
National Grid Reference (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) [space]
[Report]
[tab] second and subsequent paragraphs
Location of archive and/or report [no full point]
Funder: [no full point]
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2 Conventions
2.1
Abbreviations and acronyms
• Do not punctuate abbreviations or acronyms, eg RCAHMS,
NMS, mm, m, Fig
• Use N, S, E, W, NE, SSE, E–W, and N–S for cardinal points
and directions. Spell out northwards, southern etc in full.
2.2
Bibliographic references
• It will not normally be necessary to provide references for
entries in the DES county list.
• References to previous DES entries for the same site should
be in the form DES 2001, 92–93.
• For other references follow the Harvard system. Cite the
reference in the text as the author’s name and the year of
publication, with page and illustration references. Provide
a full list of references in alphabetical order at the end of
the entry. Use the CBA journal abbreviations.
• Take the title from the title page, not from the spine or
elsewhere on the cover. The title should be transcribed
exactly as to wording and spelling but not necessarily
as to punctuation and capitalisation. This means that
except for proper names, only the first word of a title
should be capitalised and no full stop is necessary at the
end of the title.
2.3
Dates
• Cite dates as 30 July 1893.
• Use the form 5th century, 3rd millennium.
• Note that dates used as adjectives are hyphenated; 5thmillennium date, 18th-century moulding.
• Use 1590s, 1930s.
• Note the order 49 BC, but AD 1952.
• Elision of dates should be to the shortest form consistent
with clarity, eg 5–5 July, 1745‑7.
2.4
Geographical references
• To allow sites/finds to be located to the highest possible
degree of accuracy National Grid references (NGRs) should
be given as two letters and at least eight figures. Ten figure
NGRs would also be most welcome.
• Exceptions are treasure trove locations where the
submitting body feels that a more ambiguous location
is appropriate, or completed work where the locational
information has already been submitted to DES.
• Use current rather than historic local authority divisions
(see map in this volume).
2.5
Italics
• Use italics for the titles of books and journals, eg Discovery
and excavation in Scotland, DES, Proc Soc Ant Scot.
• Use italics for foreign words and quotations, eg c (for circa),
terminus ante quem, honi soit qui mal y pense.
2.6
Numbers and measurements
• Spell out the numbers from one to ten except in
measurements. Numbers 11 and above should be numerals
except where the context makes this awkward (eg at the
beginning of a sentence).
• Figures between 1000 and 9999 do not require a comma.
• Where numbers appear in a sequence, use numerals, eg of
100 trenches, 74 produced white gritty ware.
• Elision of numbers should be to the shortest form
consistent with clarity, eg 254–8, 116–18, 196–203.
• Cite measurements in kilometres (km), metres (m) or
millimetres (mm). Use the unit that is appropriate for the
accuracy of the measurement.
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• Do not use cm as they are not an SI measurement.
• Do not leave a space between the number and the unit of
measurement.
• In a series of measurements using the same unit only
the last measurement needs to be followed by the unit,
eg 34 x 67 x 83mm.
• The accuracy of measurements and the units used to
describe them will not be comprehensively checked, and
the responsibility for ensuring their accuracy rests with the
contributor.
2.7
Quotations
• Short quotations should be enclosed in single quotation
marks.
• Lengthy quotations (more than five lines) should be
indented, beginning a fresh line, and should not have
quotation marks.
2.8
Spelling
• Spelling should follow the Concise Oxford Dictionary,
preferring the first variants where offered.
• Note the preferred spellings of the following words and
phrases:
1st Edition OS
annexe (noun)
artefact
cup mark

datable
dry stone
gazetteer
ground-breaking
groundwork
gully
hollow-way
hut circle
land use
medieval
metal detecting
millennium
penannular
planticrub
ploughsoil
posthole
rig and furrow
ring ditch
roundhouse
samian
viewshed
walkover
wind farm

2.9
Style
• Contributions should be brief statements of work
undertaken.
• Survey information should be summarised.
• Write simply and clearly.
• Try to be interesting.
• Avoid the use of the passive.

Discovery and excavation in Scotland pro forma
Please supply the following information in this order and format.
If there is more than one item on a line please separate them by using the tab key.
Local authority........................................................................................................................................................................
Parish......................................................................................................................................................................................
Site name................................................................................. Name of contributor(s)...........................................................
Type of project......................................................................... Name of organisation..............................................................
National Grid Reference (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures)...................................................................................................................
NMRS No(s)/RCAHMS Canmore site number (if known)..........................................................................................................
[Report]

Location of archive and/or report............................................................................................................................................
Funder....................................................................................................................................................................................
Contact details of organisation................................................................................................................................................
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NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SURVEYS
Survey of Places of Worship in Scotland

Edwina Proudfoot – Scottish Church Heritage Research (SCHR)
The first quarter of 2013 was spent completing the records
for Moray and uploading them to the website, bringing to
an end the three year Historic Scotland funded project to
record all the places of worship in Angus, Aberdeenshire
and Moray. A total of c1500 places of worship, ranging from
early chapels through to 21st-century new builds, including
mosques and other faith places were recorded. The records
on the website consist of the details of the most recent site
visit, a description and a wide range of images. References
and archives summary data complete each entry. Not all
information can be utilised and the additional images and
references are retained in the project archive.
The other main focus in 2013 was on the work undertaken
in Fife. The results of the pilot project have been analysed to
assess what remains to be done. Other faith buildings in Fife
have not been systematically researched and three members
of the volunteer team have been visiting incomplete sites to
finish the records. One member has drawn a simple plan of
each Fife place of worship for the website.
Efforts to increase knowledge of SCHR and its work now
include membership of numerous other organisations,
including The Future for Religious Heritage. Talks were given
to eight groups in various parts of Scotland, tours of Cupar
were run for Doors Open Day, and study days were held
in Forfar, Braemar, Glen Esk, Dunfermline and Leuchars.
Membership of Fife Interfaith has been of great interest.
There have been visits to mosques, to the Coptic Church in
Kirkcaldy and other activities, including the Interfaith Week
events. For the latter SCHR and a member of the Jewels of
Islam set up a joint exhibition which was well received.
Fieldwork during 2013 was restricted due to a lack of
funding, but some research was carried out. Several sites in
the Dunfermline area were recorded, including St Margaret’s
Roman Catholic, Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic, the
Vine Church, Destiny Church, St Margaret’s Cave, Headwell
Church (exterior), Holy Trinity Episcopal and Dunfermline
Abbey.
Fieldwork continued in Ayr and Ayrshire. Several
hundred sites have been photographed and researched.
This information has not yet been added to the website. One
volunteer has been visiting churches and chapels, mainly in
the Highlands over a number of years, and this information
will be added to the website in 2014.
A new project, to record Glasgow, our first city record, has
been in preparation for some time and several training days
have been held. This work will be entirely carried out by a
volunteer team, initially drawn from Glasgow Archaeological
Society.
A departure from routine fieldwork included recording
three RAF chapels. The chapel at Leuchars RAF Station
was recorded in advance of the closure of the base and
its proposed future use by the army. The chapel at RAF
Buddon, near Peterhead, closed a number of years ago, but,
is in use as a nursery, almost unchanged. Exterior images
were taken, but interiors were not; nothing now indicates its
earlier use as a chapel. At RAF Kinloss the site could not be
visited, and it is not known whether it still stands, but some
artefacts have been deposited in the local parish church.
These examples highlight the fragility of such sites and the
need for a full survey of military, naval and RAF chapels,
which are important ecumenical places of worship, as well
as catering for individual denominations.

A stained glass window photographed at RAF Leuchars. Window
designed and made by Janet Scrimgeour Wedderburn FRBS. (Copyright
EP2013 and SCHR). A bronze plaque beside the window reads:
In memory of
Mervyn Seymour Bocquet
Flying Officer
111 (Fighter) Squadran
Royal Air Force
Who gave his life for his country
on 1st February 1938
REQUIESCAT IN PACE
The Places of Worship Project support from Historic Scotland
ended in March 2013 and the Church of Scotland has also ended
its support for the project. SCHR is seeking ways to generate
funds. The lack of funds will result in a reduction of the amount
of work carried out and a reduction in the number of volunteers
who could benefit from the opportunities and training offered.
Work will continue, but at a much reduced level.
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ABERDEEN CITY
Aberdeen
Aberdeen Art Gallery, Schoolhill
Watching brief
Derek Hall
NJ 9334 06372 A watching brief was undertaken, 11 February
– 2 May 2013, on the excavation of engineers’ test pits inside
and outside the art gallery and surrounding area in advance
of a proposed refurbishment of the building. Most of the pits
were in existing foundation trenches and did not encounter
undisturbed archaeological deposits. However, test pits against
the external E wall of the gallery located a single fragment of
human fibula in close proximity to the spot where a medieval
floor tile fragment had been located.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Chaplains’ Court, 20 Chanonry, Old Aberdeen
Standing building recording and watching brief
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9404 0866 A watching brief was undertaken 6 May
– 30 November 2013 during extensive renovations of
20 Chanonry, which is the remaining part of the Chaplains’
Court, built between 1519 and 1547 by Bishop Gavin Dunbar
and, after his death, by his executors. In its original form the
court consisted of a rectangular courtyard surrounded by four
ranges of buildings with towers at each corner. Entry was
through a pend from the Chanonry. After the Reformation
many of the buildings fell into ruin and have subsequently
been demolished. The present property consists of the pend
arch with chamber above, the N half of the W range and the
NW tower. This part of the building had been raised and
altered significantly during building work in 1718 and in the
19th century, but much of the 17th-century structure remains.
Recording of the E face of the W range during temporary
removal of the harling, and the excavation for a new pathway,
have allowed confirmation of the position and width of the
former N range. A geophysical survey undertaken by Rose
Geophysical Consultants (this volume) in association with the
present project has confirmed the length of the N range and
the position of the E range.
Recording of a number of blocked features on the walls
of the W range and recording within the building during
the renovation work have added considerable detail to the
understanding both of the 16th-century Chaplains’ Court and
of the later changes. Most dramatically, removal of the 19thcentury fireplace has revealed a blocked 16th-century fireplace
behind it.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report and photographs: Aberdeen City HER
Funder: C and I Wischik

Chaplains’ Court, 20 Chanonry, Old Aberdeen
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NJ 94046 08661 Chaplains’ Court was built in 1519, possibly on
the site of, or incorporating, or enlarging, an earlier structure.
It is thought that the original building consisted of four ranges
around a central court with towers at each corner and entry
from the street via an arched pend. By the mid-17th century
only the W and N ranges appear to have survived. There have
been modifications and additions to the W range in 1718 and
some alterations in the 19th century. Today, only the W range
survives, with the current garden covering the area of the
courtyard and N and E ranges. A higher part of the garden
was part of the medieval Bishop’s Palace garden. A standing
building survey was undertaken by Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd (see above) during renovation on the building.
A geophysical survey was undertaken on 27 July 2013 in
the garden, with the aim of mapping the former courtyard,
ranges and Bishop’s Garden. Resistance survey, at 0.5m by
0.5m intervals, was undertaken over all accessible areas. The
resistance survey appears to have successfully mapped the N
and E ranges of the former court. High resistance values have
been recorded in the presumed ranges, suggesting that flooring
within the courtyard may possibly survive. Potential structures
have also been recorded along the NW limits of the survey
area. While these may be archaeologically significant, and
be associated with the Bishop’s Garden, a more recent origin
cannot be dismissed. More ephemeral anomalies have been
noted in the N half of the survey area which may also indicate
garden features. However, these too may be relatively modern.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Irene Wischik

Den of Pitfodels, Garthdee Road
Standing building recording and evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 91051 03344 A Level 2 standing building survey was carried
out of Garthdee Farm and a 10% evaluation of the neighbouring
fields, 7–17 January 2013, prior to a residential development.
No archaeological finds or features were recorded during the
evaluation.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: BDW East Scotland Ltd

Don Street, Old Aberdeen
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94139 08737 A watching brief was undertaken on 26
April 2013 during the excavation of a foundation trench for a
proposed conservatory at the rear of 79 Don Street. The site is
adjacent to the medieval Old Aberdeen Bishop’s Palace. Finds
were recovered of 18th- to 20th-century date including mortar
and building materials from a demolished building.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mrs Grace Taylor

Chaplains’ Court: A 16th-century fireplace revealed behind a
modern fireplace
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Duff Street
Evaluation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 9469 0688 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
September – October 2013 prior to possible redevelopment of
the site at 3–9 Duff Street. The evaluation consisted of three
trenches totalling 100m in length. The E part of the area had
been disturbed by the construction and demolition of previous
buildings. An area of deep garden soil, developed when the area
was used as allotments during the first half of the 19th century,
was recorded in Trench 1. The presence of this soil indicates

ABERDEEN CITY

Trial pit being dug on Nigg Bay with Nigg Lighthouse in background
that the W part of the site remained largely untouched by the
late 19th-century industrial development. One shallow cut was
uncovered in the trench to the W, and this was probably linked
to 19th-century horticultural activity.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tulloch Homes

Grampian Custodial Unit
Watching brief
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 932 082 A watching brief was carried out, 8 November
2012 – 21 March 2013, during ground-breaking works. The
area was considered sensitive due to the possible survival
of archaeological remains associated with the 18th-century
Aberdeen to Inverurie Canal, which lay adjacent to the
eastern boundary of the development. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Sweet (UK) Ltd

Hareness Road
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94972 02948 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
on 24 August 2013 prior to development. A total of eight
trenches were excavated; each trench revealed that the topsoil
had been previously stripped and the whole site prepared for
development by laying down layers of sand and stones and
then recovering with up to 0.5m topsoil. No features or finds
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Argon Developments (North) Ltd

Maidencraig
Evaluation and standing building survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 88815 06660 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 18
March – 9 May 2013, prior to a major residential development N
and S of Lang Stracht. A total of 105 trenches, equivalent to 10%
of the area, were excavated. Features of 19th- and 20th-century
date were recorded and finds included a small number of flints
from the topsoil. A standing building survey was carried out
on 7 and 8 Whitemyres Holdings, two of a group of buildings
constructed in the early 20th century for military personnel
returning injured from WW1. Each ‘holding’ had an associated
parcel of land.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Bancon

Netherkirkgate
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94259 06329 During the conversion of a shop at

26 Netherkirkgate into flats, several trenches were excavated
for new services and a stair. Most were excavated before an
archaeologist was present but photographs taken during the
work and inspection of the site on 31 January 2013 revealed
that the trenches were all cut into previously excavated areas.
The site is adjacent to 16–18 Netherkirkgate, a rich deeply
stratified waterlogged medieval site.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Drumrossie Land Development Company

Nigg Bay
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 96590 04650 A watching brief was maintained on 24–26
September 2013 during the digging of trial pits to identify
underlying geology, in preparation for the development of
Nigg Bay to form a new harbour. Nigg Bay is the location of a
25 foot raised beach midden (NJ90SE 8) and St Fittick’s Well
(NJ90SE 1), but heavy erosion at the bay has removed all traces
of these sites. Material had been dumped on the area in the
1980s to form protection for an SSSI cliff face and these deposits
were recorded in the trial pits. Some pits were dug to the natural
geology, which was rock at the N of the bay and clay at the
S end. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen Harbour Board

St Nicholas House
Watching brief and evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94198 06385 A watching brief during the excavation of post
pits, and an evaluation on an area of open ground adjacent
to St Nicholas House were undertaken, 26 August – 28
September 2012, in advance of possible development work. An
area of undisturbed garden soil, overlying natural subsoil, may
indicate the location of potentially undisturbed deposits in the
open area between Provost Skene’s House and St Nicholas
House. In other areas 19th-century tenement wall foundations
and a 20th-century concrete duct were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Trinity Quay
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9437 0612 A watching brief was undertaken on 30 January
2013 during groundwork related to the construction of a house
extension to the rear of 2–3 Trinity Quay. The site is adjacent to
the car park on Shore Brae, where a stone-built late medieval
harbour was revealed during excavations in 1974. Walls dating
to the 19th and early 20th century were recorded but there were
no other finds or features of archaeological significance.
11
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report and photographs: Aberdeen City HER
Funder: Mr C Adams and Mr R Pinch

Tullos Hill
Survey, test pitting and excavation
Ian Suddaby and Tim Neighbour – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 950 030 (centred on) A programme of archaeological work
was carried out, April 2012 – March 2013. The survey took
place following gorse cutting, mitigation works following tree
planting, and a watching brief during the formation of new
paths.
Forty-nine new sites were recorded following gorse
cutting. This represents a substantial increase in the known
archaeological resource on Tullos Hill.
Following tree planting, 13 test pits were excavated within
archaeological sites that had been affected by this operation.
The extent of the work was limited by the size of the treeplanting pits. Test pitting revealed that one cairn site (Site 173)
may contain structural stonework in the form of orthostats
and one, possibly modern, site (Site 88) contained negative
features.
Nine new sites were recorded during the path formation
and additional information was forthcoming on eight others.
Natural subsoil was rarely exposed.
A community excavation project, which was carried out by
a team of local volunteers led by CFA Archaeology, continued
the excavation of a ring cairn and roundhouse.
NJ 9521 0323 A second quadrant of the ring cairn was
excavated. The cairn was 8m in diameter and c0.5m high,
with an open central area c3m in diameter. A large quantity
of quartz chunks and pebbles had been incorporated into
the make-up of the cairn. The central area contained a stonelined pit whose fill contained fragments of cremated bone.
Four tiny fragments of fired clay and five small lithic artefacts
were recovered from topsoil. A 1938 5-Reichspfennig coin,
recovered from the upper surfaces of the cairn, must relate to
the nearby POW camp at Peterseat.
NJ 9510 0346 Excavation of the roundhouse revealed the
heavily eroded outer wall and an internal ring ditch. Fifty pot
sherds dating from the Middle Bronze Age and several worked
lithics were recovered from the ring ditch.

Archive: Aberdeen City HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Victoria House, West North Street
Watching brief and standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94416 06554 A watching brief was undertaken, 12 November
2012 – 30 January 2013, during the excavation of five trial
pits, and a standing building survey was carried out, 12–15
November 2012, prior to demolition of the standing buildings
and construction of a new Aberdeen City Council hostel.
The area appeared as gardens on Parson Gordon’s map of
1661 and it started to be developed in the 18th century, with
the construction of buildings on King Street towards the NE
of the current building. There was 1.5m of garden soil over
the whole site; in the front (King Street) garden the top 0.8m
was heavily fertilised and contained finds of 19th-century date.
The lower 0.7m is a heavy clay soil, probably predating the
current buildings, but no finds or other dating material were
recovered. The standing building incorporated a house of
probable 18th-century date surrounded by a buttressed garden
wall constructed from 18th-century local handmade bricks.
A gardeners’ shed and a hall were also recorded in the rear
(West North Street) garden of the property. A brick well was
uncovered and recorded during the removal of topsoil from the
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hall on West North Street. It was constructed of 18th-century
handmade local arch bricks and was 0.85m in diameter.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Victoria House: The phase 1 building showing late 19th-century
concrete entrances
3 Whitemyres Holdings, Lang Stracht
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 88815 06660 A 7% archaeological evaluation was carried
out at this 0.5ha single house site on 3 January 2013. No
significant archaeological remains were uncovered, and the
site had been disturbed by ploughing, neighbouring buildings
and dumping.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: BANCON

Woodside Health Centre
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 92780 08651 Three trenches were excavated on 11 March
2013 on the site of a proposed new health centre in order to
locate the line of the Aberdeenshire Canal, which is thought
to run through the site. The site contained many modern
services but the line of the canal was recorded in one trench.
Its full width was not revealed but it was lined with puddled
blue-grey clay, which has been recorded on several other sites.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Hub North Scotland Ltd

Dyce
Dyce Airfield
Standing building recording
Sorina Spanou and Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
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NJ 87309 14483 A Level 3 standing building survey was
undertaken, 1–10 October 2012, on the Dyce Airfield and Radio
Station prior to demolition during construction associated
with the AWPR. The Radio Station consists of a small circular
brick and concrete building with a substantial porch, and a
roof mount for a dish/antenna. The latter had been removed,
along with nearly all of the internal fittings. The structure
was in generally good condition. An investigation of archive
material found very few references to this structure, although
it can be dated by aerial photography to before 1941. The
building is likely to have functioned as both an R/T (Radio
Telephone) and D/F (Direction Finding) station for Dyce
Airfield (now Aberdeen Airport). It appears to have been in
operation for at least 50 years before being decommissioned
in the early 1990s.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Transport Scotland – AWPR Managing Agent for Aberdeen
City Council

Newhills
A96 Park and Choose/Dyce Drive Link Road
Geophysical survey
Sorina Spanou and Andy Boucher – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 872 113 A geophysical survey was carried out on 28
January 2013 on the site of the proposed park and ride and
associated link road prior to work associated with the AWPR.
A gradiometer survey undertaken over the footprint of the
area did not suggest the presence of any dense concentrations
of archaeological remains. The majority of the magnetic
disturbances appear to be of non-archaeological origin.

during fieldwork.
NJ 8480 1095 – NJ 8487 1099 Clinterty Woods A very
denuded broad bank with a ditch on the uphill side.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Mugiemoss Road, Aberdeen
Standing building survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 90471 09663 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out on 5 July 2013 prior to the demolition of a 19thcentury cottage at 230 Mugiemoss Road. The cottage has been
modernised and no original features survive in the interior and
very few on the exterior.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Manse (Aberdeen) Ltd

Stoneywood Paper Mill
Standing building recording and evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 89790 11205 A standing building survey and evaluation
were carried out, 21 February – 5 March 2013, prior to the
construction of a biomass plant. A complex of 19th- and 20thcentury mill remains was uncovered and recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Estover Energy

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Transport Scotland

D2 Business Park, Dyce
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 8789 1165 and NJ 8808 1105 A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 7–23 January 2013, on a proposed development at
the D2 Business Park. The area of almost 40ha is located on
greenfield land formerly belonging to a Scottish Agricultural
College and lying to the S of Dyce Drive. In total 19871m2 of
evaluation trenches were opened across the area, equating
to just over the required 5% area. The trenching avoided two
fields of crop trials and a number of live services. The only
features recorded were the remains of rig and furrow on higher
ground especially on the W side of the development.

Stoneywood: Concrete mill lade intake, late 19th or early 20th century

Hopetoun Grange, Bucksburn
Evaluation
Jake Streatfeild-James − AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 885 101 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 11–12
October 2013, on the site of a proposed housing development.
The trenches covered 2280m² of fallow agricultural land. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.

Stoneywood Road, Dyce
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 89142 11465 An evaluation was carried out on 12 May 2013.
The Aberdeenshire Canal was recorded in two trenches on
the site of a proposed new house at 326 Stoneywood Road. It
consisted of a shallow flat-bottomed cut feature 6.1–6.2m wide
and 0.7m deep, which had been lined with a 0.1m thick layer
of blue-grey clay.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Miller Developments

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Persimmon Homes

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Iain Andrew

Kirkhill
Survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to the
archaeological resource. The following feature was recorded

Viewfield, Clinterty
Watching brief and standing building survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 83442 11795 A watching brief on topsoil stripping for a
new garage and a Level 2 standing building survey on the old
garage were carried out on 30 September 2013. The building
to be partly demolished for the formation of a new garage is
13
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a former farm mill. The area had been previously disturbed,
planted with trees and then used as an area for dumping.
There were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs McKay

Walton Farmhouse
Survey
Sorina Spanou and Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 87150 11410 A photographic survey was undertaken
on 20 December 2012 of Walton Farmhouse prior to work
associated with the AWPR. The site is located on the A96 Park
and Choose/Dyce Drive Link Road section of the proposed
AWPR. The farmhouse is a simple granite two-storey, three
bay, rectangular house with pitched slate roof, oriented E–W.
Two stone extensions and a garage have been added to it. The
building was in generally good condition and was still in use
by an agricultural college at the time of the survey.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Transport Scotland

Nigg
Blackhills Quarry, Cove Bay
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 9430 9980 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were undertaken on 21 January 2013 prior to a 6.5ha extension
to the Blackhills Quarry. The only finds were of 19th- and 20thcentury date and derived from midden manuring.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report and photographs: Aberdeen City HER
Funder: Leiths (Scotland) Ltd

Redcraigs Steading, Bridge of Dee
Standing building survey
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9290 0160 A standing building survey was undertaken on
14 November 2012 prior to the conversion of an agricultural
steading into four holiday units. At the time of the survey
only the W range of the steading remained and there were
few original features. Redcraigs is a typical example of a
small Aberdeenshire improvement farm, whose present form
probably dates to the latter half of the 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report and photographs: City of Aberdeen HER
Funder: Mr Graham Cheyne

Old Machar
Berryhill Farm, Bridge of Don
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 9529 1198 A watching brief was undertaken, 3–19
December 2012, during topsoil stripping across the route of a
new road for a proposed business and industrial park. The area
monitored was up to 18m wide and extended across a total of
eight fields. Stone drains and other features of probable 19thor 20th-century agricultural origin were recorded. In addition,
ten lithics were recovered from the topsoil, one of which was
a small red arrowhead of Early Bronze Age date (pers. comm.
TB Ballin).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: MoREOF Berryhill Ltd

Danestone
Desk-based assessment and survey
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Sorina Spanou and Tim Holden – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 9239 0996 A Level 4 survey of the Category B Danestone
Walled Garden and associated buildings was undertaken,
2–9 September 2012, prior to its partial removal during
construction work associated with the AWPR.
An investigation of documentary sources provided
information on the 19th-century house and its owners but
provided little detail on the earlier Danestone House or the
walled garden. OS maps from 1869 provided useful information
and this, combined with the survey, have helped to establish a
preliminary phasing for the development of the garden.
The plan of the garden, with five irregular sides, may have
been a consequence of previous boundaries to the N, but the
design was also clearly intended to maximise the benefits of
sunshine through the long runs of S and SW-facing walls.
These would have been used to enhance the productivity
of fruit trees and border plants. During the main phase of
construction, sometime before 1869 (OS 1869, 25" map),
the garden was enclosed by a substantial brick wall with an
octagonal brick tower in the SW corner. The exact function of
this latter feature is uncertain but, in addition to its aesthetic
effect, it was probably used as a retreat or small observation
tower. During the second half of the 19th century the garden
was developed into a more functional area with the addition
of glasshouses and other outbuildings. A number of these
were demolished and replaced with more glasshouses, some
of which were heated, and sheds were built at the E end during
the first part of the 20th century. The area was leased as a
market garden for much of the 20th century.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Transport Scotland – AWPR Managing Agent on behalf of
Aberdeen City

Dubford, Bridge of Don
Evaluation and standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94187 12530 A 10% evaluation and a standing building
survey of Dubford Farm and mill were carried out, 15 January
– 28 February 2013, prior to a housing development. Several
features associated with the farm were recorded but nothing
of earlier date.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scotia Homes (North) Ltd

Peterculter
Kingshill
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 8565 0456 Gairn Hill A sub-rectangular and denuded
stone-built enclosure, c35 x 32m. Possibly associated with the
nearby hut circle and linear features noted below.
NJ 8571 0460 Gairn Hill A hut circle with an internal
diameter of c8m. A modern footpath crosses the circle and
one side is cut by a 19th-century enclosure dyke that marks the
edge of the wood. There are remains of some disturbed linear
features, which may be associated with the circle adjoining
it to the W. All of these features may be associated with the
enclosure noted above.
NJ 8682 0436 – NJ 8677 0441 Loanhead A demolished
stone dyke runs NW from the corner of a modern field into
woodland where it stops. It does not appear to be modern and
is not shown on the 1st Edition OS map. To the E of the dyke
is a disturbed area of clearance cairns and possible rig. It is
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possible that the dyke extended to the corner of the field to its
E and enclosed the area of cairns and rig.
NJ 8682 0426 – NJ 8676 0435 Blacktop A denuded stone
dyke, which is probably not modern, encloses an area of rigs.
It appears to extend the field system NW to the current fields
lying to the W of Countesswells House. The dyke is on the
same alignment as those fields, and suggests that the present
road is a later intrusion.
NJ 8666 0430 – NJ 8680 0437 Blacktop Another linear
feature which does not appear to be modern and is not shown
on the 1st Edition OS map. It appears to form part of the same
field system as the dyke noted above and may have formed a
head dyke between the arable lands and grazing land/outfields
noted above.
NJ 8699 0465 – NJ 8680 0464 Loanhead A drain which
presumably became redundant after the current one was built
in the 19th century. The drain follows the natural contour and
would have helped to dry out the former fields, which survive
as a few rigs in the corner of the wood.
NJ 8622 0445 Blacktop A quite complicated mass of
structural features in an area shown as rough ground on the
1st and 2nd Edition OS maps. At least one associated enclosure
boundary lies to the NW. Further ‘platform-like’ remains to the
W could be the product of clearance. The available evidence
suggests the structures may be the remains of a farmstead.
NJ 8629 0443 Blacktop A well preserved hut circle with
an internal diameter of c7m and 2m thick walls. Probably
associated with the linear features and clearance cairns noted
below.
NJ 8627 0438, NJ 8627 0448, NJ 8637 0444 and NJ 8634 0438
(polygon) Blacktop A denuded curvilinear bank, probably
associated with the hut circle noted above and possibly the
linear features noted below. There is a scatter of clearance
cairns on the E side of the bank.
NJ 8635 0430 – NJ 8635 0434(a) and NJ 8636 0434 – NJ 8636
0437(b) Blacktop Two very denuded linear features which
may be associated with the hut circle and associated field
complex noted above.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

South Lasts
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 84492 03702 A watching brief was conducted, 10–11 June
2013, during the construction of a wind turbine with associated
access on an area of rough hill ground. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr B Dow
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Arbuthnott
Arbuthnott Parish Church
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 80070 74724 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 27 June
2013, on a small field NW of Arbuthnott Parish Church, prior
to a proposed extension to the graveyard. Two palaeochannels,
one containing a socketed stone, were uncovered. The red
sandstone block is probably an unfinished millstone.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Socketed stone in situ in a palaeochannel with Arbuthnott Parish
Church in background
Meet Law
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 8137 8099 – NO 8135 8104, NO 8140 8105 and NO 8141
8099 (polygon) Meet Law At least eight small cairns sit on this
hillock, which is currently used for agriculture but is shown as
rough ground on the 1st Edition OS map.
NO 8134 8106 (centred on) Meet Law A number of clearance
heaps that appear to be quite modern when compared with
the small cairns on top of the hill.
NO 8135 8111 – NO 8141 8113 Meet Law A slight bank which
is absent from the 1st but shown on 2nd Edition OS map. The
course of the bank suggests it may be quite early in date and it
may have been overlooked during the first survey of the area.
The bank appears to be defining the N side of Meet Law.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Auchindoir and Kearn
Druminnor Castle
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Colin Shepherd
NJ 5131 2642 As part of research into the archaeological
potential of the area, an 18th-century estate plan was
discovered, that included a block plan of Castle Forbes (now
Druminnor) and a simple perspective sketch. Until now,
only fleeting documentary references to the pre-1841 layout
were known, from which it was deduced that the surviving
15
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building was part of a much larger complex, of which the
‘Old Tower’ was the principal element. The ‘Old Tower’ and
the Kirk of Kearn were demolished around 1800. A new
mansion was added in 1841 and the gardens remodelled.
The 1841 building was in turn demolished in the 1960s. The
perspective sketch is the only known image of ‘Castle Forbes’
prior to its 1841 renovation. The new plan confirmed that the
medieval castle was far larger than the surviving fragment,
consisting of two courtyards of buildings within a barmkyn,
surrounded by extensive enclosures for gardens, orchards
and a ‘cour d’honneur’. The ‘Old Tower’ was clearly not
where it had been imagined, but the sketch confirmed that
the documentary descriptions of it were broadly accurate.
However, inconsistencies between the block plan, the sketch
and the actual topography raised as many issues as they
resolved.
As part of the Bennachie Landscapes community research
initiative, the fieldwork group began investigating the former
ground plan of Druminnor Castle. Trial trenches were laid out
to locate the former wall-lines shown on the late 18th-century
estate plans. Unfortunately, many of the earlier land surfaces
had been removed during early 19th-century landscaping and
rebuilding works. However, the trenches did identify features,
in various states of survival, which indicated that further work
will clarify the situation.
Grateful thanks are extended to Alex Forbes for sharing
his historical and architectural knowledge, for his wonderful
hospitality and for his great forbearance whilst his gravel car
park was indelibly scarred by trenches.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Bailies of Bennachie

Banchory-Ternan
Crathes Castle
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 73537 96745 A watching brief was carried out on 29
October 2012 during the excavation of two trenches which will
drain excess water from access roads. The trenches were dug
into a dump of agricultural refuse and all the finds were of late
20th-century date.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Crathes Castle
Watching brief
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 7357 9687 A watching brief was carried out on 2
September 2013 during the removal of topsoil from the
footprint of a new building for the Beekeepers’ Association
in the nursery gardens at Crathes Castle. The area was
considered sensitive as Early Neolithic activity had been
recorded 25–30m S of the site, during the construction of
a car park in 2005. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Crathes Castle
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 7341 9680 The watching brief on drainage works around
the base of the mid-16th-century tower of Crathes Castle was
undertaken on 24 July 2013, in the context of a 1798 estate
map, which shows a range extending W from the SW corner of
the tower. A short section of wall and associated cobbling was
revealed and recorded, but it was of very light construction
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and did not appear to be a convincing structural wall of the W
range. It may have been a kerb to a path at this point, possibly
associated with the W range or maybe much later.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Crathes Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NO 73413 96801 The National Trust for Scotland’s Castle
Environs Project aims to gain a better understanding of the
potential survival of historic garden features and potential
structural features to help inform future management plans.
A resistance survey was undertaken, 11–16 November 2012,
on the lawns to the N, S and W of the castle with the aim of
mapping surviving remains of the inner court and ranges
and other possible structures and garden features. Resistance
survey was also carried out on the croquet lawn which lies in
the walled gardens to the E of the castle. A ground penetrating
radar (GPR) survey was undertaken to map possible structures
adjacent to the castle in the tarmac/gravel areas that were not
suitable for resistance survey.
The resistance surveys detected numerous anomalies across
the three survey areas. Within the main lawn to the S of the
castle, anomalies indicative of possible structural remains
were identified which may relate to earlier pavilions, or
similar garden features, referred to in documentary evidence.
These appear to be associated with a postulated earlier walled
garden in the N half of the main lawn and possible further
structural remains in the S half. However, responses from
modern features, such as avenues of trees, services and
possible earlier drives/paths, introduce a degree of complexity
to the data. Survey of the croquet lawn detected a geometric
pattern of anomalies indicative of a formal garden, including
paths and possible parterres. The data from the GPR surveys
are dominated by responses from modern services and
foundations of a Victorian wing of the castle.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Birse
Birse Church, Birse
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 55356 97247 A 7% evaluation was carried out, on 16
September 2013, in a field to the SW of Birse Parish Church
prior to a 0.6ha extension to the graveyard. The current
church was built in 1779 but is probably on the site of the
medieval church of Birse. Cropmarks in the neighbouring
fields include circular enclosures, pits, ring ditches,
possible souterrains, rectangular enclosures and rig and
furrow cultivation. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Chapel of Garioch
St Ninian’s Kirk
Excavation and fieldwalking
PZ Dransart and J Trigg – Scottish Episcopal Palaces Project
NJ 7320 1745 As a contribution to the landscape survey forming
part of the Scottish Episcopal Palaces Project: Fetternear, a test
excavation was carried out, March-April 2013, W of the now
ruined St Ninian’s kirk. This is a 19th-century construction
built in several phases near the site of the former parish church
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of Fetternear. An area of rig and furrow (aligned NW–SE) was
selected for investigation, at a point where it had been cut to
make a burial road to the 18th-century archway, which gave
access to the kirkyard. Finds in the topsoil included a 17thcentury body sherd, a shard of green bottle glass and a worked
stone disc. Two pieces of flint of indeterminate date were also
recovered.
A programme of fieldwalking was carried out in advance of
the seeding of ploughed fields at Fetternear and Ardiebrown.
Finds included lithics dating from the Mesolithic period
onwards, medieval and post-medieval pottery, glass artefacts
and an 18th- or 19th-century gun flint.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER (intended)

Chapel of Garioch/Oyne
Bennachie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6965 2113 – NJ 7001 2108 Woodend of Braco A ditched
feature with downslope and possibly upslope banks, of
unknown purpose which varies in width and visibility.
NJ 6986 2074 – NJ 6985 2126 Woodend of Braco This feature
follows the line of the parish boundary shown on current
plans, and may be the route shown running from Afforsk to
Pittodrie on a late 18th-century sketch plan. The S end appears
as a short stretch of flat, cleared trackway, wide enough for a
cart. It becomes less clear as it descends to the N, but a drain
on the uphill side indicates the route, which meets a forest
track at the base of the hill. At this point the hollow-way gives
way to a track with a stone dyke, of later construction, on its
W side.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Clatt/Tullynessle and Forbes
Whitehaugh Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5226 2415 Smallburn A small cairn that may be related
to nearby hut circles.
NJ 5226 2411 – NJ 5253 2393 Smallburn A substantial
drainage feature to the S of a hollow-way. The hollow-way
which runs to Smallburn is shown on the 1st Edition OS map.
The drainage feature is not shown on either the 1st or 2nd
Edition OS maps.
NJ 5263 2425 – NJ 5227 2412 – NJ 5254 2396 Knokespok
Forest Two major hollow-ways as shown on the 1st Edition OS
map.
NJ 5367 2237 – NJ 5389 2083 Drumbarton An apparently
complete lade which is shown on an 18th-century estate plan. It
is shown, in part (its S end is absent) on the 1st and 2nd Edition
OS maps. It presumably supplied water for milling activities
at Terpersie and ran from the ‘Blind Burn’. The ‘Thief’s Well’,
shown on the 1st Edition OS map, appears to be a spring that
added to the water supply carried by the lade.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Cluny
Sauchen
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 70066 11059 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 10–11 June
2013, prior to a new housing development. No archaeological
features were identified on the site which had shallow topsoil
and sandy subsoil. One flint core was found in the topsoil of
Trench 2.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kirkwood Homes

Crathie and Braemar
Braemar Castle
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 1560 9237 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were undertaken on 31 July 2013 of the castle environs, as part
of a wider landscape survey. The castle was built in 1628 as a
strategic stronghold and hunting lodge for John Erskine, the
Earl of Mar. It was burnt in 1689 by the neighbouring John
Farquharson. Attempts to repair it are recorded in 1689 and in
1715 but the castle may have been partly habitable during this
period. In 1715, after the Earl of Mar rose against the crown,
the estate was forfeit. It was bought in 1724 by the Earl of Mar’s
relatives, Lord Dun and Lord Grange, and in 1732 Braemar
Castle was sold to the Farquharsons. In 1748 it was leased
to the Crown as a barracks and it was not until 1832 that the
Farquharsons made it into a family home.
A good series of detailed 18th-century plans show the
structural changes during its military use, and a number of
prints and photographs add considerable detail of changes to
its grounds in the 19th and early 20th century. All identified
landscape features were photographed and recorded and
archaeologically sensitive areas were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Braemar Community Ltd

Upper Dee Tributaries Project
Geophysical survey, trial excavation and fieldwalking
SM Fraser, R Knecht, K Milek, G Noble, S Ovenden, G Warren
and C Wickham-Jones – The National Trust for Scotland, Rose
Geophysical Consultants, University of Aberdeen and University
College Dublin
NN 9440 8740 and NO 0170 8855 The first season of
investigation in a partnership project which aims to
characterise the nature of early prehistoric settlement on The
National Trust for Scotland’s Mar Lodge Estate, which will
ultimately inform woodland expansion strategies, took place
May – October 2013.
Caochanan Ruadha, Glen Geldie Located at c550m OD and
overlooking a notable topographic basin, the site of a lithic
scatter identified in 2005 was investigated in May 2013 by
Rose Geophysical Consultants, using geophysical techniques.
Anticipated features associated with a Mesolithic site include
stakeholes, scoops, and areas of burning. A gradiometer
survey was undertaken over an area of c1ha centred on the
flint scatter. Given the size of potential targets, gradiometer
data was collected at 0.5 by 0.125m intervals rather than the
more traditional 1 by 0.25m. A small resistance survey, 40 x
40m, collected at 0.5 by 0.5m intervals, was also carried out
over the immediate area of the flint scatter.
Within the gradiometer data a relatively coherent cluster
of pit type anomalies was recorded in the vicinity of the
lithic scatter. While potentially archaeologically significant,
17
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a natural origin was thought equally likely. Other isolated
responses of potential archaeological interest were also noted.
The resistance survey appears to have mapped variations in
the make-up of the till, with the exception of one possible
small, ephemeral, high resistance circular anomaly.
A team of 11 from University College Dublin (UCD)
undertook trial excavations over three weeks in May–June
2013. All excavations were by hand, and all sub-peat spoil dry
sieved to 5mm. Nearly 80 test pits (1 x 0.5m) and three small
trenches were excavated. These aimed to explore anomalies
identified by the geophysical survey and establish the extent
of the flint scatter.
Trench 1 focused on the largest area of anomalies but did not
identify any clear correlation between these and archaeological
remains. Only one certain feature was identified, a substantial
deposit of charcoal found in Trench 3 (a 1.5 x 1.5m extension
of a test pit). The full extent of this charcoal deposit was not
recorded, but it was thick (>100mm) and immediately underlay
the peat. Samples have been sent for radiocarbon dating.
All excavation trenches and test pits showed similar soil
profiles: variable depths of peat covering heavily-podzolised
fine sands which provide a thin overlay to compacted gravels/
boulder tills. The sands are provisionally interpreted as
deriving from solifluction and other movement of materials
downslope. Geomorphological assessments of the area
demonstrate that the area of the main lithic scatter is a
landform of pre-Mesolithic age and that the archaeological
material may be in situ. The surface is cut by some visible
drainage channels which may have moved archaeological
material, and two artefacts were recovered from a drainage
feature in Trench 1.
Only a very small number of artefacts were recovered
during fieldwork: Ten flints and a small number of possible
worked quartz. The flint artefacts were uniformly very small
and included high proportions of fragmentary microliths

characteristic of the Later Mesolithic, a retouched flake and
small debitage. They were scattered across almost the whole
area covered by test pits (>100 x 50m), with little sense of any
overall concentration. One test pit contained four flints, but
those surrounding it contained none. The impression is of an
extremely low density artefact scatter mainly comprised of
very small material.
Chest of Dee, Glen Dee The UCD team undertook
fieldwalking along the path from White Bridge to waterfalls
at the Chest of Dee in June 2013, where a scatter numbering
hundreds of pieces had been previously identified near the
confluence of the Geldie Burn and the Dee. A total of 152
artefacts were recovered from the path (c400m), with the most
northerly being tucked up against the outcropping rock of the
waterfalls. The lithics included many pieces of Later Mesolithic
type. The small size of one platform core is especially notable.
In October 2013 a team from the University of Aberdeen
excavated a series of test pits as part of the department’s third
year Advanced Archaeological Practice module. The aim was
to determine the location of the lithics in relation to the peat
deposits at the Chest of Dee and to determine if any in situ
features survived. Forty test pits measuring from 0.5m2 to 1m2
were excavated.
Four test pits were excavated at the confluence of the Geldie
and the Dee (Area E). No lithics were identified, but there were
traces of possible features dug into the subsoil below the peat.
Ten test pits were dug on either side of the Dee near the White
Bridge. On the S side of the Dee, extensive deposits of peat
were revealed, but no archaeological features (Area A). On the
N side six test pits revealed shallower peat deposits overlying
a leached E horizon above the subsoil and no lithics (Area B).
Four test pits were placed on a prominent ridge a short
distance to the N (Area C). A single small isosceles triangle
microlith was found just below the peat, at the junction with
the subsoil below.

Upper Dee Tributaries Project: Excavations at Caochanan Ruadha, June 2013
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Area D was a more productive area, with a line of 18 test
pits laid out following the path through the peat. Towards
the western end of the line, greater numbers of lithics were
found as the test pits approached the banks of the Dee. The
numbers of lithics were small, ranging from one to five pieces,
and all were found towards the base of the peat at the junction
with the subsoil below. Some test pits contained layers of
burning and one (TPD12) contained a sub-rectangular pit
or scoop filled with loamy sand and fine charcoal. TPD11
contained a shallow gully or slot associated with three lithics,
and a number of other pits showed more ephemeral layers of
burning or occupation. All of the features were found below
the peat, cut into the subsoil.
Near to the line of test pits in Area D, two small eroding pits
were found at an eroding face near the N bank of the Dee. Both
pits were associated with lithics and both contained significant
quantities of charcoal which were sampled for dating. One pit
contained an isosceles triangle microlith.
Four 0.5m2 test pits were dug near the waterfalls at the
Chest of Dee, near to a large pool located just E of the falls
(Area F). Here, another eroding face revealed over 60 lithics,
including a microblade core and flakes, mainly of flint, but
with other raw materials present, which had been eroded out
of the section created by the Dee. Extensive evidence of pits
and cultural layers was evident in the erosion face below the
peat. The test pits dug here revealed extensive evidence for
repeated pit digging, with a complicated series of intercutting
deposits. These pits contained extensive deposits of charcoal
which were sampled for dating. A large pit was also identified
directly overlooking the waterfalls in another erosion face.
No lithics were identified here, but charcoal samples were
obtained for dating.
The lithics recovered from the excavations total over 100
pieces and include microblade cores, isosceles triangles,
obliquely backed points, blades and flakes, all on very fresh
flint. The assemblage is a classic Scottish Narrow Blade type.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland, Aberdeenshire Council,
University of Aberdeen and University College Dublin

Drumoak
Drum Castle
Watching brief
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7962 0050 A watching brief was undertaken, 13 June – 18
July 2013, during drainage works in the field lying to the SE of
the castle. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded. An area of ground on the S and SW perimeter
of the S lawn was also investigated in an unsuccessful attempt
to locate a well shown on an annotated estate copy of the 1899
OS map. An area of stones proved to be infill of a shallow
hollow, probably a tree-fall hole or similar. However, a well
built stone channel was recorded which may have taken runoff from the well.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Drum Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NJ 79620 00494 A geophysical survey that aimed to map
potential structural remains and garden features associated
with the castle was undertaken, 22–26 July 2013. A resistance
survey at 0.5m by 0.5m intervals was undertaken on the lawns
to the W, E and S of the castle, with GPR being conducted over
gravel, tarmac and paved areas.

The resistance survey mapped many elements of the formal
garden within the S lawn. Anomalies of possible interest
were also noted within the W and E lawns, although, with
the exception of two well defined responses from former
paths, these are ephemeral. The GPR survey identified several
anomalies of possible interest, including possible footings of a
wall associated with the tower and potential structures in the
NE of the courtyard. Numerous services were also detected.

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Dunnottar
Dunnottar Castle
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 8812 8384 A watching brief was maintained, 14–15
January 2013, during the extension of a safety barrier erected
in 2009. A series of 26 postholes were excavated by hand.
One posthole, against the castle wall, exposed two foundation
stones c400mm below ground level.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Dunecht Estates

Durris
Durris Woods
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 8082 9428 Westport This farmstead is shown as roofed on
the 1st and unroofed on the 2nd Edition OS map. The L-shaped
building, with a possible enclosure wall on the S side, is clearly
visible. The possible remains of a W range were also noted,
though this feature may simply reflect clearance.
NO 8106 9428 Westport The remains of a possible former
small farmstead. The 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps show a
small square enclosure at the W end, which can still be seen
disappearing into the woodland.
NO 8097 9459 Westport A large, 10 x 7m, clearance cairn.
NO 8096 9446 – NO 8099 9453 Westport A line of boulders
that gradually climbs the contours of the hill on a zig-zag
course. It may be associated with the possible settlement
remains noted below.
NO 8087 9451 – NO 8088 9452 Westport A short stretch of
denuded dyke, which may be associated with the possible
settlement remains noted below.
NO 8083 9452, NO 8085 9455, NO 8087 9454 and NO 8085
9450 (polygon) Westport An amalgamation of clearance
remains overlying linear features, which may be the remains
of a small farmstead.
NO 8083 9439 – NO 8086 9457 – NO 8083 9459 Westport A
single major dyke with two short stretches of damaged dyke at
its N end, which may be associated with it.
NO 8082 9450 – NO 8080 9453 Westport A stretch of
damaged linear dyke, possible associated with features noted
above.
NO 8079 9443 – NO 8077 9449 Westport A stretch of turf
dyke that may mark an area of cleared ground shown on the 1st
and 2nd Edition OS maps. It appears to split at its N end, with a
slight fork to the NE which ends at a small cairn.
NO 8080 9444 – NO 8078 9449 Westport A short stretch of
damaged turf dyke which may appear as a dotted line on the
2nd Edition OS map.
NO 8107 9452, NO 8111 9454, NO 8113 9451 and NO 8110
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9449 (polygon) Westport A number of piles of stones which
may represent different periods of clearance activity. Some
take the form of almost linear piles of massive boulders whilst
others form discrete cairns of smaller stones.
NO 8110 9458 Westport A small farmstead/cottage not
shown on the 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Echt
Leuchar Moss, Cullerlie Estate
Walkover survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7849 0472 A walkover survey was undertaken on 11
December 2012 prior to proposed woodland planting on part
of Leuchar Moss, near Garlogie. The only feature recorded was
an area of rig and furrow (NJ70SE 11), which will be excluded
from the planting.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Cullerlie Estate

Fetteresso
Chapelton of Elsick
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 8970 9346 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 12–16 August 2013, during Stage 1 of a largescale mixed development. A total of 28 trenches covering 7%
(6,027m2) were excavated. A single undated stone filled pit, an
area of rig and furrow and plough scarring were recorded. Two
unstratified lithics were also recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Elsick Development Company

Kirkton of Fetteresso
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 85377 85884 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 6–7 June
2013, prior to the development of a large sloping field. The
bases of two pits containing small fragments of burnt bone,
possibly the remains of cremation burials, were found adjacent
to the modern cemetery wall on the top of the hill, but no other
archaeological features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: GS Brown Construction Ltd

Meikle Carewe Wind Farm
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 8390 9176 A programme of archaeological work was carried
out, July 2011 – November 2012, during the construction of a
wind farm. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded during trial pitting. The monitoring of
groundwork during construction recorded three undated
linear ditches, a possible trackway, and a single stone clearance
cairn within the Hill of Allochie cairn field.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Renewable Energy Systems UK and Ireland Ltd (RES)

Tullo Wind Farm
Watching brief
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 8390 9176 A watching brief was carried out, May – June
2013, during groundworks associated with the construction of
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an extension to an established wind farm. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Natural Power Consultants Ltd

Fintray
Balbithan
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 8120 1789, NJ 8129 1796, NJ 8142 1785 and NJ 8136
1786 (polygon) Greenlands An area of rig orientated N–S
with a wavelength of c6m is located S of a road and E of a
forestry track. They are almost certainly an extension of the
field system lying to the W of the track. The rigs run up to
the northernmost of the hut circle group, stopping short of
and respecting them. To the SE the rigs stop at a shallow
valley.
NJ 8125 1794 – NJ 8119 1794 Greenlands A very short stretch
of bank runs at c90°, and appears to be cut by later rigs.
NJ 8110 1800, NJ 8113 1810, NJ 8127 1797, NJ 8119 1790
and NJ 8113 1792 (polygon) Greenlands An area of rig and
furrow orientated cN–S with a 6–7m wavelength extends from
an entrance track to the wood, and probably forms part of the
system noted above.
NJ 8120 1769 – NJ 8124 1779 Greenlands A denuded
boundary bank which shares a similar alignment to the rigs
noted above. However, this feature seems to be attached to one
of the hut circles at its N end. The W end may be continued by
a couple of further short lengths of linear dykes and clearance
cairns.
NJ 8108 1803, NJ 8100 1793, NJ 8097 1775, NJ 8090 1777,
NJ 8091 1794, NJ 8088 1796 and NJ 8097 8109 (polygon)
Woodside An extensive area of rigs with a wavelength of c9–
10m spread N from the fields of Woodside to a linear feature
noted below. A denuded linear bank appears to separate the N
and S parts of the rigs.
NJ 8160 1720 (centred on) Larrick An area of remains, which
appear to conform to the layout of a farmstead predating the
1st Edition OS map, were revealed after clear-felling. Four sides
of an enclosure can be identified, with debris in the SW and
NE corners possibly indicating the sites of former structures.
The W and N dykes were incorporated in the later dyke and
drainage system shown on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 8090 1794 – NJ 8100 1770 Woodside A very denuded
linear feature seems to mark the former extent of the (?premodern) fields associated with Woodside. It encloses a
southern extension of the rigs noted above.
NJ 8169 1768 Backhill A small hut circle, possibly ovoid
and measuring c5.5 x 4m internally, sits in a slightly elevated
position on the side of a low knoll.
NJ 8178 1765(A), NJ 8174 1764(B) and NJ 8177 1762(C)
Backhill Within a dense concentration of clearance cairns are
three small features with hollow centres that might be small
ring cairns (or small roundhouse-type structures). Feature
A has an external diameter of c5m, B measured c6m and C
measured c4m.
NJ 8225 1771 – NJ 8223 1769 Backhill A linear concentration
of stones may represent the remains of a former structure.
NJ 8208 1758 – NJ 8219 1766 Backhill A denuded linear
bank heads directly towards the feature noted above. A single
clearance cairn is located on it, with others lying to the W.
NJ 8220 1725 – NJ 8226 1729 – NJ 8225 1735 Backhill A
dog-legged length of linear enclosure bank.
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NJ 8184 1784 – NJ 8185 1785 Backhill A very short stretch of
denuded linear bank running cSW–NE.
NJ 8083 1715 Woodside To the E of the forestry track and
sitting atop a rocky outcrop are the remains of a possible
farmstead. There are a number of clearance cairns in a cleared
area to the NE of the remains.
NJ 8100 1745 Woodside The remains of a possible ovoid
structure/clearance debris. It is close to and may have been
associated with an impressive roundhouse.
NJ 8204 1734 – NJ 8199 1742 Newton of Fintry The loop of
an enclosure bank which incorporates cairns along its length.
A cut in the bank caused by a modern track revealed that it
was constructed of a combination of stones and soil.
NJ 8199 1744 Newton of Fintry A substantial hollow, located
near to the linear feature noted above, containing a large stone
with an interesting ‘patterned’ rim. The bottom of the hole
is very wet, which suggests this may be a spring-fed pond;
although the water table was quite high when the site was
visited. The cause of the patterning and purpose of the stone,
if any, is unclear.
NJ 8194 1738 – NJ 8201 1730 Newton of Fintry A stretch of
linear bank that appears to divide nears its S end.
NJ 8190 1791 – NJ 8191 1789 Backhill A short length of
curving linear enclosure bank.
NJ 8208 1758 – NJ 8219 1766 Backhill A denuded length of
linear bank.
NJ 8214 1741 – NJ 8213 1739 Backhill A short length of
linear boundary.
NJ 8187 1785 – NJ 8190 1798 Backhill A length of hollowway probably wide enough for wheeled vehicles.
NJ 8190 1794 – NJ 8188 1795 Backhill A short length of
linear boundary cut by a hollow-way.
NJ 8179 1785 – NJ 8188 1795 Backhill A linear stone and
soil bank.
NJ 8176 1788 – NJ 8178 1791 Backhill A short length of
linear bank.
NJ 8176 1796 – NJ 8178 1799 Backhill A short length of
denuded linear bank.
NJ 8168 1796 – NJ 8169 1801 Backhill A substantial linear
bank.
NJ 8175 1795 – NJ 8168 1795 Backhill A linear bank.
NJ 8080 1752 Woodside A probable hut circle with internal
diameter of c6m.
NJ 8098 1746 Woodside A probable hut circle with internal
diameter of c7m.
NJ 8082 1746 Woodside The remains of probable structure,
c7 x 4.5m.
NJ 8078 1725 – NJ 8079 1721 Savik A slight and narrow
hollow-way.
NJ 8102 1726 Savik A hut circle with internal diameter of
c5m.
NJ 8099 1808 – NJ 8117 1803 Greenlands A substantial
curving linear bank that defines the end of an area of rig.
NJ 8170 1716 Larrick A probable hut circle measuring c6 x
4m internally.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Balbithan Prehistoric Landscape Project Season 3
Evaluation
Murray Cook, Jamie Humble, Hana Kdoleska, Anthony Dickson
and Ann MacSween – Rampart Scotland
NJ 8123 1778 This project aims to undertake five years of
keyhole excavations in and around the series of hut circles
and clearance cairns in Balbithan Wood. This work will be
undertaken with students and local volunteers.

In August 2013 the project examined Hut Circle 18 and
nearby Cairn 3. The hut circle measured 6.2m in diameter
with a stone rich bank up to 0.6m high and 1.2m thick. The
bank contains numerous sherds of Carinated and Impressed
Ware. It seems unlikely that this material is redeposited and is
probable that the structure is a Neolithic or Early Bronze Age
ring cairn rather than a Middle Bronze Age hut circle.
Cairn 3 measured 6.6m in diameter and up to 0.75m high,
although it had been flattened by a forest plough. The cairn
appears to consist of a small clearance cairn around a glacial
erratic, which was subsequently enlarged with the addition of
a kerb, and was then abutted by linear clearance. Finally, there
were two small collections of stones c1m in diameter. The
first was associated a cluster of nine cores all face down and
the second was associated with two pieces of a leaf-shaped
arrowhead, possibly broken in antiquity.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland and Murray Cook

Fordoun
Drumtochty Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 6961 8021 – NO 6956 8082 and NO 6961 8021 – NO
6958 8035 Muir of Blackfaulds Linear features that appear
to articulate with others previously recorded. They are not
shown on the 1st Edition OS map, when the area is shown
as wooded, and appear to have been out of use by this time.
There is a reference to woodland at Drumtochty occurring as
early as 1559. The presence of a ditch on the upslope side of
the northern feature suggests it may have been used to exclude
stock from the castle grounds rather than to enclose them.
NO 6920 8076 – NO 6929 8047 Dhulin Burn A lynchetted
trackway that is not shown on the 1st Edition OS map. Where
this route intersects the modern track to the N, it lies at least
2m lower. It is possibly associated with the stone steps noted
below.
NO 6942 8022 – NO 6949 8008 Dhulin Burn The well
preserved course of a lade runs from just above a weir/?former
dam. A bridge is shown near to this position on the 1st Edition
OS map and the springings for it may lie just to the S of the
weir. This lade presumably predates the concrete version on
the other side of the burn. A reference to a grain mill occurs for
1618 and 1633, though a reference to the ‘ville’ at Drumtochty
in 1440 might suggest a still earlier associated mill site.
NO 6942 8022 Dhulin Burn Steps leading from the possible
bridge site noted above, which may also be associated with the
lynchetted trackway noted above.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Kincardine Castle
Excavation
Derek Hall
NO 671 751 Excavations were carried out, 3–15 July 2013, as
part of the Scottish Medieval Deer Parks project, and involved
the opening of a trench in a room on the E side of the S entrance
into the castle. The trench exposed mortar-bonded wall faces
up to 0.75m high and located a roughly-laid stone floor
below layers of demolition material, which produced pieces
of pig and cattle bone. A small sherd of ceramic (possibly a
mould) was also recovered from the floor surface. A piece of
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pig bone from demolition material above the stone floor was
radiocarbon dated to 885 ±34 BP which calibrates at AD 1040
to 1220 at 95.4% probability.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kevin Malloy, University of Wyoming

Fraserburgh
Watermill Road, Fraserburgh
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 9811 6677 A programme of archaeological work was carried
out, 27–28 November 2012, in advance of the development of
land to the N of Watermill Road. The remains of a 19th-century
steading were located to the E of the site, which was replaced
in the late 1890s by a more regular U-shaped steading to the
W. Two barns and a farmhouse were identified, as well as
a former cart shed and another barn, the former of which
contained blocked arched cart entrances. The evaluation
consisted of the excavation of ten trenches covering 1610m² of
the development area. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Grontmij

Fyvie

The mortar-bonded wall recorded at Kincardine Castle
Kincardine Park
Excavation
Derek Hall
NO 6629 7817 Excavations were carried out, 25 June – 1 July
2013, as part of the Scottish Medieval Deer Parks project and
involved the opening of a trench across the N park boundary
and another earthwork to its E. Evidence for a possible
palisade/fence line was located on top of the N park boundary
and episodes of hill wash that had sealed one side of the
park bank. The trench across the other earthwork found no
evidence of its function. A small enclosure, also of uncertain
function, was recorded at the N end of that bank line.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kevin Malloy, University of Wyoming

Foveran
Toors O’Ythan, Newburgh
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NK 00069 26162 A 7% evaluation was carried out on 4 April
2013 prior to a small residential development. The S of the site
had been sand dunes and the E had been within the area of the
Ythan. On the higher ground at the NW of the site a shallow
scoop containing a flint scraper was identified as the remains
of a small working area.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr N Schellenberg
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Fyvie Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NJ 76390 39306 A geophysical survey was carried out, 18–22
November 2012, to the S and E of the area that was surveyed
and revealed a wealth of anomalies associated with the
former formal gardens in April 2012 (DES 2012, 19). The
surveys undertaken identified several anomalies of possible
archaeological interest. The resistance survey detected the
continuation of several features detected in the previous
survey to the N. Although a complex data set, the anomalies
appear to be associated with the earlier approach to the castle.
In addition, anomalies in the far S of the survey area may
be associated with settlement beyond the castle. However,
further survey is required to place these anomalies in a wider
context. The gradiometer data is relatively noisy due to buried
services, adjacent fences and the nature of the geology of the
area. However, several anomalies of possible interest have
been located which tie in with the resistance data.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Gartly
Gartly Moor
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5619 3394 – NJ 5644 3417 Greens of Glennieston
A hollow-way that crosses a forest road and heads towards
Glennieston possibly from the complex of routeways cutting
across the hill.
NJ 5655 3406 – NJ 5640 3402 Greens of Glennieston The
slight remains of hollow-way not much wider than 1.5m.
NJ 5607 3409 – NJ 5678 3473 Brown Hill A substantial
hollow-way appearing as a double feature along much of its
route. An 18th-century estate plan shows the N end of this track
winding above the fields of Shanquhar and entering the lands
of the fermtoun of Bothwellseat. The course of the hollowway can be seen as a lynchet crossing the hillside outwith the
woodlands.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Hill of Corskie, Gartly
Walkover survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 5465 3279 A walkover survey was undertaken on 11
January 2013 in advance of an application to construct eight
wind turbines. The cairn (NJ53SW 0065) was identified
and appears to be a depleted boundary marker in the line
of a dry stone dyke. There was no evidence to indicate if it
was of prehistoric origin. The slate quarries (NJ53SW 0033)
were surveyed and a number of working areas, tracks and a
quarryman’s shelter recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Mr Oosterhof

Glenbervie
Droop Hill
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 75462 81770 A watching brief was undertaken, 11 October
– 8 November 2013, during topsoil stripping on the site of two
wind turbines, a control building and their associated access
tracks at Droop Hill to the NW of Glenbervie. Two boundary
dykes, which each had ditches running down both sides, were
recorded. The dykes related to post-medieval farming activity
were clearly visible and for the most part unaffected by the
development.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Greenspan Agency

Fetteresso
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 7734 8793 Water Hill A single-celled building, measuring
c12 x 4m externally, with c1m high walls, as shown on the 1st
Edition OS map. There is a possible drain or culvert at the W
end and an entrance in the NE corner of the short side. The W
end may have been stone gabled.
The building stands parallel to the river in a small but long
piece of haughland with a bank between it and the river.
There is a further bank at the foot of the slope behind the
haugh. The rear bank runs to the river bank at NO 7751 8797
where there is now a drain. The riverside bank extends to NO
7769 8794 where the river is full of massive boulders, unlike
anything else in the vicinity. Running the full length behind
the riverside bank is what appears to be a very long rig. If
the river was blocked at the point where the riverside bank
stops a watermeadow could have been created. These types
of haughland features can be seen at other locations along the
Cowie Water.

Mid Hill
Watching brief and walkover survey
Gary Savory − CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 7658 8605 A watching brief and walkover survey were
carried out, 9 January – 8 May 2012, during work associated
with the construction of the Mid Hill Wind Farm Substation.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Natural Power Consultants Ltd

Glenbuchat
Westerton, Glenbucket
Standing building recording
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 3692 1448 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 12 June 2013 of a ruined croft at Westerton (alternative
name Burn of Deochry). A 23m long rectangular building
dates to between 1867 and 1900, and consists of two rooms
with an extension to the E abutting it. Part of a second building
post-dating 1900 and portions of other enclosing walls were
also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Mr A Sorenson

Glenmuick, Tullich and Glengairn
Lary Burn
Survey
Ken C Cooper and Stuart Farrell
NJ 3470 0100 Three structures at a very remote site in the
gully of an un-named burn, a tributary of the Lary Burn, were
visited on 21 July 2013.
1) A building platform with slight turf and stone walls,
rectangular 6.4 x 3.7m, aligned NW–SE.
2) A stone-lined pit, oval 4.0 x 3.3m and 0.8m deep, with an
opening in SW quadrant.
3) A shed type structure built into the S side of the gully,
and measuring 4.1m wide x 0.7m deep x 2m high. The bulk of
the structure had collapsed so it was not possible to establish
its full depth. Built of coursed rubble and probably mortared.
It had a large wood framed doorway, 2.26m wide, possibly for
double-leaf doors. There are the remnants of a corrugated iron
roof, originally pitched, 1.1m deep.
Given the remote location and enigmatic nature of this suite
of structures, it is likely to be the site of an illicit still, possibly
operated by the locally well known Gillanders family, formerly
of Lary Farm, said to have been whisky smugglers.

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Jacksbank Farm, Glenbervie
Watching brief
Diana Sproat − AOC Archaeology Group
NO 77665 82613 A watching brief was undertaken, 5–16 August
2013, during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of three wind turbines and their access roads. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Greenspan Agency

The structure identified during the Lary Burn survey
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Lary Burn
Survey
Ken C Cooper
NJ 339 004 An ill-defined rectangular structure, buried in
heather and sited within a large enclosure (NJ30SW 54), may
represent the boulder footings of a building. The site was
visited on the 10 August 2013, measured 4.8 x 2.4m, and was
aligned NW–SE. There was a small stone-lined pit is at SE end.
It is possibly the remains of a corn-drying kiln, or a whisky
still.
Lary Burn
Survey
Ken C Cooper and Stuart Farrell
NJ 3465 0115 (centred on) The site of three shieling huts was
visited on 21 July 2013. The oval structures measured 4 x 3m,
were aligned roughly N–S and had 0.6m high rubble and turf
walls, which were covered in heather.
Tullich Burial Ground
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NO 39057 97533 A GPR survey was carried out at Tullich
Burial Ground, 11–12 March 2013, with the aim of mapping
the known ditches and other features. The survey was part of a
wider evaluation of the site, including targeted excavation (see
entry below), undertaken prior to extension of the graveyard
and development of a visitor centre.
The known and postulated parts of the ditch were identified
by the GRP survey, although it was not well defined in some
areas. The areas of poor definition probably reflect a lack of
contrast between the ditch fill and the surrounding natural,
whilst other areas may contain a rubble fill. There was also
clear evidence of revetment within the ditch, and other
anomalies that may be anthropogenic in origin.

0.7m deep, which can be identified as one of the anomalies on
the geophysical survey, was dug along part of the ditch line.
This probably dates to the late 18th century. The ditch is shown
as an existing boundary on a 1790 estate map.
Scheduled monument consent was granted by Historic
Scotland to allow the investigation of some anomalies between
the NE edge of the existing graveyard wall and the ditch. A
0.6m deep curved cut into the natural clay, recorded across
the SW corner of this area, may have been caused by the
removal of an earlier wall/structure. A number of stones were
set against the slope in a semi-vertical position and had clearly
been deliberately placed. Among them were two cross slabs,
one of which was still in an upright position with the cross
facing towards the church, the other had fallen on its face but
originally would also have been facing the church.
To the S of the graveyard, a possible entrance, flanked by
two ditches, was excavated. Over the fill of one ditch there was
a section of wall which appeared associated with iron working
and which can probably be identified as a small enclosed yard
shown on the 1790 estate plan. However, three samples from
the ditch fill, which all yielded 7th- to 9th-century AD dates, give
good evidence for activity in this area during the early years of
the foundation (653–771cal AD, 676–870cal AD, 693–890cal
AD – All radiocarbon dates 95.4% probability).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Tullich Burial Ground
Evaluation and excavation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 3912 9757 In November 2012, an evaluation was undertaken
in the field to the E of the remains of Tullich Church and burial
ground, prior to extension of the burial ground. Although the
present ruined church is of medieval date, it is considered to
have replaced a chapel built in the 7th century by St Nathalan.
A Pictish symbol stone and a number of Early Christian cross
slabs found in the graveyard and the roughly circular line of
the graveyard wall (the present wall follows the line of an
earlier wall) all give support to the early date.
The evaluation revealed cropmarks identified on air
photographs as the remains of a substantial ditch that ran
around the NE, E and S sides of the medieval graveyard. A lime
kiln and hearth were excavated on the inner side of the ditch;
these were radiocarbon dated to AD 1661–1954cal.
To inform a programme of targeted excavation, a geophysical
survey was undertaken by Rose Geophysical Consultants (see
above). Subsequently, several sections were excavated across
the ditch which was between c4.6 and 7m wide and up to
1.7m deep. A sample from the primary fill in one section was
radiocarbon dated to AD 1228–1384cal. Medieval documentary
references show that in the 12th century the church and its
lands were granted to the Knights Templar and, after the
suppression of that order in c1309, transferred with their other
assets to the Knights Hospitallers in 1312. A fort is thought to
have been built around the church in the 13th century. After
the ditch was filled, a very large stone drain, 1.5m wide and
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One of the cross slabs discovered during the excavation at Tullich
in 2013

Huntly
Tullochbeg Farm Steadings
Standing building recording
Colin Shepherd
NJ 5150 3882 A standing building survey was undertaken in
December 2012 ahead of demolition/conversion of parts of
the farm steading prior to its reuse as a ‘starter farm’ aimed at
helping new people to gain a foothold in the farming industry.
The steading which was based on a 19th-century courtyard
plan showed developmental changes, which had occurred
between its initial construction and the end of the 20th
century. The four ranges of the courtyard were recorded by
measurement and the individual features were captured
photographically. Some specific architectural features were
highlighted and a developmental sequence proposed. The
steading stands on the site of a former fermtoun dating from
the early 16th century. There is a slight possibility that some of
the earliest phased features may have incorporated structural
elements from parts of some of the fermtoun buildings.
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Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

enclosure banks that are shown on the plan.

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Insch
Petersfield
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 60412 28917 A standing building survey was carried out on
19 November 2012 of a 19th-century steading which appears to
have incorporated a water mill.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr D MacMillan

The image shows one of the earliest parts of the steading with later
additions on either side. The early parts are defined by low walls,
undressed stone lintels, and less uniform stonework than is seen in
later parts of the building

Huntly/Rhynie
Clashindarroch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4744 3929 – NJ 4760 3968 Brown Hill A well defined
hollow-way winds up a hill from just above an abandoned
cottage. It crosses a forestry track and heads SW, presumably
in the direction of Upper Gordonsburn. Its N end appears to
pass through enclosure banks and drains possibly associated
with the site of a farmstead shown on an 18th-century estate
plan of the Braes of Gartly.
NJ 4758 3968, NJ 4766 3968, NJ 4774 3966, NJ 4778 3958
and NJ 4760 3962 (polygon) Artloch The banks and drains E
of a track match well to boundaries shown on an 18th-century
estate plan. The short lengths W of the track appear to reflect
the same construction technique, but are not shown on the
plan. The boundaries all include drainage features that were
not created by modern forestry work.
NJ 4674 3966 – NJ 4690 3990 Backside Lade.
NJ 4676 3962, NJ 4683 3970, NJ 4692 3980, NJ 4695 3966,
NJ 4692 3958 and NJ 4679 3958 (polygon) Hill of Backside
A series of enclosure banks, some of which appear to match
those shown on an 18th-century estate plan. Others do not
appear on the plan and are likely to be earlier. A later track
appears to cut through the enclosure features. The banks
extend into the present grazing lands outwith the woodland.
NJ 4435 2797 Glackhead This site has been noted previously
but clear-felling has revealed it to be more extensive than was
initially realised. An area of disturbance, around a modern
telephone pole, which was previously discounted, has been
revealed as well defined enclosures. One of the boulders in the
middle of area may have faint cup marks.
NJ 4242 2810 Craigs of Longley Shooting butt.
NJ 4288 2904 – NJ 4276 2902 Green Knowe A hollow-way,
which runs up to some crags, may have been providing access
to an area of upland pasture. The route is not shown on a late
18th-century estate plan, but appears to have been overlain by

The mill building at Petersfield

Keig
Bennachie Landscapes
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd – Bennachie Landscapes Fieldwork Group
NJ 6157 1916 (Road); NJ 6150 1932 (Lade) In August 2012, as
part of Bennachie Landscapes community research initiative,
local amateur archaeologists helped Keig School with their
investigations into the relict landscape on the Castle Forbes
Estate. The school project had identified a former 18th-century
road and a probable mill site (DES 2012, 21-2). The road and
lade were sectioned. The former was found to have been
embanked with internal side ditches and a lightly metalled
surface. The remains suggest that the stones were dumped in
cartloads to the width of two carts. This seems to have resulted
in a reduction in density towards the centre and to either side
of the carriageway. This evidence suggests that not all 18thcentury roads were in the parlous state described by such
‘improvers’ as Grant of Monymusk, a near neighbour. The
sectioning of the proposed lade confirmed the suggestion that
the school children had indeed found a formerly unrecognised
mill site. It is hoped that further work will discover more
concerning its date and purpose. Grateful thanks are extended
to the Master of Forbes for permission to pursue the work.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Bailies of Bennachie

Keithall and Kinkell
Inverurie Paper Mill
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7962 1893 A 7% evaluation was carried out, on 10 January
2013, on a low lying area adjacent to a site of prehistoric
importance. No finds or features of archaeological significance
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were recorded.

Kintore

Upper Kinkell Farm, Inverurie
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7903 2000 A watching brief was undertaken on 15 February
2013 during the construction of a wind turbine base and
associated access track. Although the site is adjacent to a
number of locations of prehistoric finds, no archaeological
features or finds were recorded.

Hill of Boghead
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7942 1423 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were undertaken, 12–13 November 2012, in advance of
the submission of a planning application for a commercial
development to the S of Kintore. On the 1865 OS map 27 cairns
were recorded of which only 12 definite and 5 possible cairns
appear to survive. A ruined croft at Denwell was also planned
and recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: International Paper (UK) Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: WC and AD Allan

Kennethmont
Leith Hall, Courtyard, Kennethmont
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 5418 2979 A watching brief was carried out on 16 July 2013
during the hand excavation of a new cable trench around the
S and E sides of the interior of the courtyard at Leith Hall,
which dates from 1650. With the exception of a small portion
of possible wall foundation at the W end on the S side of the
courtyard, no other features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Kincardine O’Neil
Hillhead of Dess
Walkover survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 57970 01592 A walkover survey was carried out on 8 August
2013 at Dess prior to tree planting. The features recorded on a
1991 survey are still largely present, although some have been
disturbed by animal activity, gorse and waterlogging. The
firm identification of two possible hut circles, one recognised
by aerial photography and one during this survey, requires
further work.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr I Hunter

The Granary, Ennets Farm
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 61339 06187 A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out on 24 April 2013 prior to conversion into a house. The
buildings date to the early to mid-19th century and originally
included a mill in the W part of the building, which was later
converted to a steading. The wheel was removed but the lade
and race survive.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr D Preston

King Edward
Kirkton
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 7057 5807 A watching brief was undertaken on 8 April 2013
for a new house, garage and associated services to the SW of a
cropmark (NJ75NW 18). No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr P Bruce
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Hamish McDonald

Inverurie to Leylodge
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7813 1804 – NJ 7843 1712 A watching brief was undertaken,
3 June – 6 August 2013, during the excavation of an
underground electricity cable trench in Kintore. The section of
trench observed extended for 1.44km and was 5m wide. The
initial 270m long section (NJ 7833 1721 – NJ 7814 1715) lay
parallel to the Alford Valley Railway, which ran between Alford
and Kintore and operated from 1859 to 1966. Much debris from
the railway was evident. Although other sections of the cable
trench passed close to a number of known prehistoric sites, no
further archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Lincrieff, Gauchhill Road
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 78799 15248 An evaluation was carried out at this site on
6 May 2013 prior to a small extension to a housing estate. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: AJC Homes Scotland Ltd

Longside
North Woods, Mintlaw
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9978 4891 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 14–15 August
2013, in advance of a housing development in an area
containing evidence of late prehistoric activity. Vestiges of rig
and furrow cultivation were recorded on a ridge at the N end of
the site, and a flint scraper and two flakes recovered.
Archive: RCAMHS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Colaren Properties Ltd

Maryculter
Blairs
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8800 0050 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 24 June – 6
September 2013, in advance of a housing development on a
c31ha area bisected by the South Deeside Road (B9077). The
area N of the road extended 120m S of the River Dee from
c10–20m OD, while the land to the S sloped up to 50–80m. On
the lower ground to the N there was clear evidence of frequent
changes in the river channel, plus silting and flooding, which
may account for a lack of evidence for prehistoric activity. The
fields to the S of the road have been extensively cultivated
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from at least the 18th century and some traces of rig and furrow
cultivation were exposed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Hermiston Securities Ltd

Marykirk
Brigton Farm
Watching brief
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 6812 7099 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out on 21 March 2013 during topsoil stripping in advance of
the construction of a wind turbine. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Greenspan Agency

Methlick
Haddo House
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 86849 34796 The excavation of a trench for a new oil tank
pipe was monitored on 24 October 2012. It was excavated
within the fill of existing services and no archaeological finds
or deposits were recorded.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Haddo House
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8681 3470 A watching brief was undertaken on 17 July
2013 during work associated with the Haddo Estate mains
water supply, located along the E boundary of the staff car
park, to the N of Haddo House Hall and S of the S wing of
Haddo House. Previous work in the area of the car park has
recorded large stone walls, which might relate to stables, etc,
belonging to the 16th-century House of Kelly identified in 2011
on the W Lawn. The present site proved to have been cut by
service trenches and no new evidence of medieval structures
was recorded. However, two sherds of late medieval or postmedieval redware pottery were found.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

enclosed an area of rig. The rig is greater in area than was
previously recorded (DES 9, 26).
NJ 7019 0702, NJ 7017 0699, NJ 7018 0697, NJ 7021 0697
and NJ 7021 0700 (polygon) Bogindhu A group of small cairns
and/or remains of possible enclosures. Any association with
the nearby hut circle (ibid) is unknown but must be considered
possible. There are suggestions of banks between the cairns,
and the GPS plot indicates a coherent pattern, including a
possible enclosure lying just to the E of the hut circle. This
area has now been clear-felled, which has given a clearer view
of the features.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Roadside of Corsindae, Midmar
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6836 0789 A 7% evaluation was carried out on 5 August
2013 prior to a housing development. The site was adjacent to
an area of rig and furrow which may relate to the tower house
at Corsindae Mains. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Callan Homes Ltd

Monymusk
Pitfichie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following feature was recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6732 1330 – NJ 6646 1289 A disarticulated section of this
feature was noted in DES 9. Recent fieldwork has now shown
that portion was a short section of a much longer linear feature
of substantial proportions. The impressive linear bank has a
deep ditch on its N side and is not a simple boundary. Its scale
would make it a very usable boundary for a deer park, and its
proximity to Cluny Castle makes the possibility of a deer park
a reasonable suggestion.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Midmar
Easter Tulloch, Midmar
Standing building survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 68569 06379 A standing building survey was carried out
on a late 19th-century farmstead on 26 March 2013 prior to
its conversion to housing and office accommodation. The
farmstead had been constructed in one phase of building
work.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forbes Homes

Midmar
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6989 0699 – NJ 6992 0692 Upper Balblair A badly
damaged dyke with an irregular course appears to have

Substantial linear bank and ditch, Pitfichie
Pitfichie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
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strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following feature was recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6723 1777 – NJ 6755 1721 Ord Mill A lade running from
N to S probably led from the burn lying a short distance NW
of the lade’s present most northerly point. The lade heads in
the direction of Pitfichie Castle and possibly provided a feed
for the castle. It is not shown on the 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps
and was presumably out of use by the mid-19th century.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Old Deer
Aden Park, Mintlaw
Survey and excavation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9806 4808 In 1996 RCAHMS recorded a group of 27 circular
enclosures or possible huts in a plantation 40m N of the former
stables of Aden House. Within the last few years a number of
these have been lost during landscaping. The remaining sites
in this area of woodland were recorded and trial excavations
undertaken as a community project, 2–8 October 2013.
Apart from a number of banks formed from upcast earth
during drainage of the woodlands, there was a group of five
conjoined circular features. Two, possibly three, of these
can be interpreted as small roundhouses with clay walls and
entrances to the SW. The two remaining, semi-circular, features
are unlikely to have been roofed and may be interpreted as
animal pens or possibly small enclosed garden plots. Apart
from a single undiagnostic flint flake on one of the clay walls,
the only finds were 19th- and 20th-century objects in the
topsoil. Nor were there any samples suitable for radiocarbon
dating. Nevertheless, the morphology of the group suggests a
late prehistoric date. A stone pathway that curved around the
outside of the group cannot be dated and may be a much later
feature.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Book of Deer Project

Aden Park: School children excavating a stone path in woodland

Ordiquhill
Greendykes
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NJ 58500 56228 A walkover survey was undertaken on 18
April 2013 in advance of the construction of a wind turbine
and associated access. Previously recorded features in the
area, including dry stone walls and old field boundaries, were
28

visited. Some of these will be affected by the development and
mitigation was recommended. Two previously unrecorded
features, a possible former field boundary and a sheep dip
or burn crossing were identified. Neither were likely to be
affected by the development.
Archive: HAS. Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: 1 Renewables Ltd

Oyne
Bennachie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6723 1926 – NJ 6732 1926 Donview A trackway that
may be a late 18th- or early 19th-century forestry route. It is
not shown on the 1st Edition OS map but is wide enough for
wheeled vehicles.
NJ 6779 2150 – NJ 6794 2119 Heather Brig A track that leads
from Heather Brig to Pitgaveney Quarry, with a parallel drain
on its E side along its lower reaches. The upper end is now
used for the route of the Gordon Way.
NJ 6558 2558 – NJ 6555 2544 Hill of Cobrigdale A hollowed
trackway winds up the hill from a stone enclosure.
NJ 6515 2505 West Parkbrae A medium sized shallow
quarry.
NJ 6515 2524 Hill of Cobrigdale A cairn, c4m in diameter.
NJ 6958 2164, NJ 6958 2168, NJ 6962 2172 and NJ 6963
2166 (polygon) Bennachie Centre A series of short rigs with
a wavelength of c7m were revealed during forestry thinning.
They do not appear to have formed part of the nearby 19thcentury fields.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Oyne/Premnay
Bennachie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 6479 2456, NJ 6502 2465, NJ 6513 2481, NJ 6508 2524,
NJ 6500 2530, NJ 6485 2520, NJ 6500 2489 and NJ 6575 2462
(polygon) Cobrigdale An extensive area of quarrying, which
affects a large part of the hillside, is probably of 19th- and early
20th-century date.
NJ 6512 2434 – NJ 6528 2468 Tillymuick A hollow-way,
which is not shown on the 1845 or 1st Edition OS map, and
was presumably out of use by that time.
NJ 6506 2496 – NJ 6511 2460 Cobrigdale The presence of
a substantial set of earthworks suggests that this trackway/
group of trackways saw a significant amount of traffic. The
route is shown on an 1845 map of the area and the 1st Edition
OS map. Its N and S ends run across forestry land, whilst the
most impressive earthworks lay to the E in farmland. The
multiple banks suggest that the course was altered as former
tracks became unusable.
NJ 6509 2467 Tillymuick A medium sized quarry.
I am grateful for the assistance of Colin Miller and Jackie
Cumberbirch for their help in plotting the following sites.
NJ 6895 2209 – NJ 6898 2208 The Colony Small quarry-faces
linked to the Colony settlement by a system of hollow-ways.
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NJ 6883 2204 The Colony An apparent small shelter dug
into the side of the hill with an entrance on the downslope
side.

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Peterhead
Harbour Street and James Street, Peterhead
Photographic survey
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NK 1365 4603 An initial photographic record was made
in 2010 of 26–32 Harbour Street and 2–12 James Street in
advance of proposed conversion to flats (DES 2010, 27). The
buildings were found to be in very poor condition, and large
areas, including almost all the ground floor, were inaccessible.
This report covers a follow-up visit made in January 2011 to
record 26 Harbour Street following stripping-out, and another
in March 2012 to record the burnt out interior of 2–12 James
Street after it had been cleared of debris.
In Harbour Street the building interiors, formerly occupied
by the chandlers, had been lined out, and modernised
internally, with some stud partitions, and no original details
were visible. Number 26 had been stripped out to a roofless
shell with four walls standing but no floors or internal fittings.
When visited James Street comprised a roofless shell with
the four walls standing but no floors or internal fittings. A door
was found to lead through into the Harbour Street range. The
NW corner of this has been walled off and forms part of those
premises.
Archive: HAS. Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Ron Shanks Development Projects

Interior of 2–12 James Street from E end after rubble clearance

Premnay and Leslie
Windyfield Rhynie WTW
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 6170 2454 – NJ 6227 2454 and NJ 5860 2478 – NJ 5901 2490
A watching brief was carried out, April – July 2012, during
groundworks associated with the construction of a WTW
transfer main. Two areas were monitored, one to the W of
Auchleven and one to the W of Mill of Leslie. Rig and furrow
was recorded near the Mill of Leslie.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Rhynie
Lesmoir
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4692 2831 Mains of Lesmoir A mill dam with revetted
pre-modern fields on the W side overlooking a dammed pond.
The feature is shown as a sluice on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 4621 2822 Brae of Essie A small circular mound,
measuring c4m in diameter.
NJ 4604 2831 Brae of Essie A small rectangular structure,
measuring c3m x 2m internally, may be a small animal byre
associated with a structure 9m to the E (noted below).
NJ 4606 2932 Brae of Essie The remains of a building,
measuring c4.5 x 2m internally, does not appear to have a
front wall base. It is possible the wall is simply not visible or
has been robbed; however, it may have been an open-fronted
animal shelter.
NJ 4571 2823 – NJ 4592 2850 Burn of Newmerdrum A
trackway as shown on an 18th-century estate plan and the
subsequent 19th-century OS map. Its W end is defined by a
stone dyke and slight bank, its E end becomes increasingly
sunken to form a hollow-way.
NJ 4590 2836 Croich Hill A distinctive solitary stone, which
appears to have a shallow cup mark on its NW-facing flat side.
NJ 4610 2836 Croich Hill A single deep cup mark on the top
side of a large boulder.
NJ 4723 2772 Gallows Hill A partially quarried but
substantial mound stands on a knoll called Gallows Hill. It was
possibly a site for hangings. The mound is c18m in diameter
and 3–4m high and the quarrying suggests that the mound is
not predominantly a rocky outcrop. The mound overlooks the
levelled top of a slightly lower hilltop to the N, upon which
sits an enclosed building. Both features may form a part of the
same planned landscape.
NJ 4724 2778 Gallows Hill A small rectangular building
measuring c6 x 4m internally and aligned ENE–WSW. It stands
in a small enclosure measuring c14 x 12m, which it abuts
along the middle of the N side. It may be a small byre with
attached pen; however, it is in a very exposed position. The
small complex sits peripheral to the infields of Lesmoir and
on the edge of land known as Templand (a name that often
refers to a holding of one of the knightly Christian orders). The
building is not shown on the 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 4723 2779 Gallows Hill A standing stone lying ENE of a
building and enclosure noted above. Some of the marks on the
WSW are possibly not natural.
NJ 4722 2774 Gallows Hill A c12m long linear arrangement
of stones. At its E end there is a cairn of small stones and a
stone with a deep irregular hollow.
NJ 4723 2779 and NJ 4724 2779 Gallows Hill Two small
buildings orientated NW–SE positioned against a later dyke,
which cuts through the W building. The buildings are shown
on a 1770 estate plan as standing to the S of a two acre enclosure
in an area of stony pasture ground. They may be the remains
of a small farmstead, consisting of a small longhouse with
associated byre. Alternatively, their very narrow proportions
might indicate that they were animal byres.
NJ 4747 2760 Garrach Knowe A very denuded enclosure
with clearance remains overlying further probable remains at
its eastern side. The area is shown as unimproved on the 1st
and 2nd Edition OS maps and as ‘whinny pasture’ on the estate
plan. Any remains clearly predate this period.
NJ 4734 2766 – NJ 4743 2770 Garrach Knowe A denuded
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The square barrows at Rhynie
linear dyke which matches the field edge shown on the 18thcentury estate plan.
NJ 4764 2766 Burn of Essie A small quarry/scooped shelter
measuring c4m in diameter, located just within the 18thcentury outfields of Howtown.
NJ 4764 2768, NJ 4769 2777, NJ 4775 2773, NJ 4768 2771,
NJ 4770 2776, NJ 4775 2771, NJ 4770 2773 and NJ 4767 2766
(polygon) Milnfield Torie A series of linear dykes which appear
to define the outfields shown on the 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 4761 2771 (centred on) Milnfield Torie Small area
of slight linear banks appearing to be coincidental with the
extent of the outfields shown on the 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 4721 2800 Burn of Essie A ford which is shown on the
1st and 2nd Edition OS maps and possibly on the 18th-century
estate plan.
NJ 4733 2794 – NJ 4735 2792 Burn of Essie A lynchet and
slight linear feature indicating the line of a track and field
boundary shown on the 18th-century estate plan and OS maps.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rhynie Environs Archaeological Project
Excavation
Gordon Noble and Meggen Gondek – University of Aberdeen and
University of Chester
NJ 4990 2680 An excavation was carried out, 24 June – 7 July
2013, in a field just to the S of the medical centre at Rhynie. The
excavation targeted two square enclosures that were identified
through aerial photography by Aberdeenshire Archaeology
Service in 1994. Excavation revealed the larger square
enclosure to measure c20m across with a single entrance on
the N side. The smaller enclosure measured c16m across, again
with a single entrance on the N. The square enclosures loosely
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resemble one excavated at Forteviot, Perthshire (NO01NE
169), which may have formed an early focus for the cemetery
at the early medieval royal centre.
The larger square enclosure was found to enclose a variety
of features, including a very truncated ring ditch, postholes
and pits. A number of these were sampled, but revealed no
datable finds. The smaller square enclosure also enclosed a
truncated ring ditch and pits and postholes, and the square
enclosure also cut an earlier ring ditch located on the eastern
side of the enclosure. A very large pit was also found opposite
the entranceway towards the centre of the enclosure. Just to
the N of the smaller square enclosure, two square barrows
were identified. One of the square barrows surrounded a very
well constructed long cist. The collapsed capstones of the
grave covered a partially preserved human burial consisting
of portions of the lower legs, vertebrae and skull. The other
square barrow enclosed a grave that showed traces of a
wooden coffin, but no preserved human remains.
A test pit was also dug in the garden of Ashvale house on
the SW outskirts of the village, close to where two of the
Pictish symbol stones at Rhynie were found. A 1.5 x 1m test
pit identified a cut feature demonstrating the potential for the
survival of archaeology in the village. A large scooped feature
was also identified in the grounds of the Old Hospital during
the construction of a new driveway. Both of these features
have been sampled for radiocarbon dating.
The project also helped host a Pictish community café, site
tours and arts project including experimental iron smelting.
The Pictish café was run by the collective Rhynie Woman, and
the experimental metalworking was organized by the Scottish
Sculpture Workshop.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: British Academy, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland,
Historic Scotland (radiocarbon dating) and University of Aberdeen
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Skene
Broadshade, Westhill
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 8121 0738 A watching brief was carried out, 16–28 January
2013, during topsoil stripping on the site of the new Westhill
Episcopal Church. No archaeological finds or features were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Westhill Episcopal Church

Broadshade, Westhill
Evaluation
Stuart Mitchell − CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 81303 07726 A trial trenching evaluation was carried
out, September 2013, in advance of a proposed residential
development. A total of 35 trenches, covering 2943m², were
excavated. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes Ltd

Slains
Knapsleask Steading
Standing building recording
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NK 0311 3244 A standing building survey was undertaken, 2
July 2013, prior to the demolition of a derelict steading and
construction of a new agricultural building. It was a U- shaped
steading of three stone-built ranges around an open dung
court with entry from the S. Cattle had been housed in the N
range. Originally, the W range had included a mill, granary,
cart sheds and loose boxes. The E range included the threshing
barn. The open dung court had been roofed in the 20th century
to provide extra cattle accommodation. Knapsleask was a
fairly typical Aberdeenshire improvement steading, probably
dating from c1800 with development throughout the 19th and
20th centuries.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: David Stubbs

St Cyrus
Ecclesgreig Gardens, St Cyrus
Evaluation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 7451 6523 A 5% evaluation was carried out, 13 August 2013,
prior to a housing development on the W edge of the village
of St Cyrus. A number of documentary references exist to the
sites of possible medieval manors nearby, while cropmarks to
the S of the village indicate prehistoric activity in the area. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Snowdrop Developments (UK) Ltd

Strathdon
Bunzeach
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following feature was recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3665 0905 Craig of Bunzeach The badly damaged
remains of the easternmost of the three buildings shown on

the Glencarvie Estate Plan survives under deep litter. This
is one of a pair of buildings shown to the sides of the wide
entrance to a substantial enclosure.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Bunzeach
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City.
This is a revised account of what is currently visible in this
area. Ruigh an Loin (NJ30NE 32) Shieling hut (NJ 3706 0613),
pen with annexe (NJ 3704 0612), shieling hut (NJ 3704 0611),
small pen/fank (NJ 3703 0610), shieling hut (NJ 3703 0608)
and shieling hut (NJ 3704 0610).
NJ 3708 0618 Ruigh an Loin A fairly large, multi-celled
enclosure, is located a short distance NW of the shieling group
noted above. It is difficult to determine if the complex was used
by humans and stock or was entirely used for stock control.
NJ 3787 0641 Shealings of Culquanny A stone-built
enclosure, c16m in diameter, which although poorly preserved,
appears to contain intra-mural huts/pens. Shielings are
shown in this area on an 18th-century estate plan, though no
individual structures are shown. This feature is quite similar to
one recorded nearby by RCAHMS (NJ30NE 74).
NJ 3788 0644 Shealings of Culquanny A pile of stones, c4m
in diameter, with a slightly hollowed centre. It does not have
the appearance of a clearance cairn and, on the basis of the
available evidence, its purpose remains unclear.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Bunzeach
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3524 1100 – NJ 3513 1108 Roadside A faint hollow-way
as shown on the 1st Edition OS map, which appears to link the
fermtoun/lordship of Brughs with its shieling grounds in the
middle of the Bunzeach Forest. The route was cut by the later
mid-18th-century military road.
NJ 3512 1156 – NJ 3528 1139 – NJ 3517 1128 – NJ 3518 1120
Coulick Hill An enclosure (plantation?) bank as shown on the
1st Edition OS map.
NJ 3522 1176 - NJ 3518 1154 Monthie A lade which appears
to have been cut to carry water to a sheepwash at the site of the
abandoned farmstead of Monthie.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Tarland
Alastrean Quarry, Tarland
Watching brief
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 4943 0449 A watching brief was carried out on 9 November
2012 during topsoil stripping associated with the extension
of gravel quarrying. The work was undertaken near the site
of a possible building identified in an evaluation in 2000. A
small charcoal filled pit and a small hearth associated with
iron working waste and slag were excavated. Charcoal from
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the hearth was dated to 778-969cal AD (95.4% probability).

N

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: MacRobert Trust Estate

Blackhills
Excavation
Richard Bradley and Amanda Clarke – University of Reading
NJ 5072 0714 The site was first identified in 1998 when it
was covered by trees and was provisionally interpreted as the
remains of a roundhouse. When the forest was replanted in
2012 the earthwork was accidentally damaged, leading to its
partial excavation. At the same time a local inhabitant recalled
that it had originally included a setting of standing stones which
were removed in the 1940s, long before their archaeological
significance was recognised. The 2013 excavation had the
aims of diagnosing the original form of the monument and
collecting dating evidence.
It is clear that the remains were not those of a domestic
building but belonged to a substantial ring cairn with well
preserved inner and outer kerbs, the latter of which had been
robbed. The entire monument had been constructed out of
blocks of local stone. A fallen monolith was identified on its
NE side, and towards the SW were two substantial sockets
from which standing stones seem to have been removed. They
flanked a shallow oval hollow of suitable size to have held the
base of a recumbent stone. Comparison with the neighbouring
monument of Tomnaverie, excavated and restored in 1999–
2000, suggests that the structure at Blackhills was a previously
unknown recumbent stone circle. It was one of the largest
monuments of this type. Its position overlooking the Howe of
Cromar also makes it one of the highest. If the ring cairn was
unusually massive, the stone circle immediately outside it may
have been of more modest proportions. Radiocarbon samples
were collected from the land surface sealed by the monument.
The structure had a series of unusual features. The cairn
was significantly larger on the NE side and may not have had a
kerb towards the SW. The widest and highest part of the bank
of rubble provided evidence of internal walling, supporting a
flight of shallow ‘steps’, surfaced by flat slabs. They may have
accommodated an audience looking across the recumbent
stone toward the distant flank of Lochnagar. The stone circles at
Tomnaverie and Waulkmill are also visible from this position.
In the reverse direction the monument was built at the point
where someone leaving the lower ground of the Howe would
first see the summit of Mither Tap. A significant quantity of
worked quartz extended outwards from the monument and
was recorded in the forestry trenches by a team led by Moyra
Simon and Jane Summers.
In a secondary phase, the original monument at Blackhills
was covered by a uniform deposit of rounded boulders
collected from glacial deposits nearby. In the centre of the
site three features were excavated through this material. Two
contained dense deposits of charcoal, whilst a third also
included a quantity of cremated human bone. In this case the
surface of the hillside was scorched, suggesting that it was an
in situ cremation pyre. These structures were covered by a
thin layer of stones before the entire interior of the ring cairn
was overlain by a dense deposit of 13,000 pieces of worked and
broken quartz. Radiocarbon dating should provide a terminus
post quem for the initial filling of the ring cairn and for the
secondary deposits in the centre of the monument.
In view of the significance of the site, the structure and the
area immediately around it have been taken out of forestry and
are to be preserved in an area of grazed grassland.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council, with help in kind from University of
Reading and the MacRobert Trust
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An outline interpretation of the excavated monument at
Blackhills, shows the internal walling within the ring cairn,
the features that may mark the positions of two flankers and
a recumbent stone, and the hearths and a cremation pyre
excavated through the filling of the court during a secondary
phase. Drawing: Sarah Lucas

Udny
Pitmedden House
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8844 2805 A watching brief was carried out on 27
November 2012 during the replacement of a sewer pipe. It was
considered possible that the line of the trench might cut across
foundations relating to the 17th-century wings that existed
prior to the burning of the house in 1807. However, the ground
had been disturbed by the earlier services and no foundations
were observed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

ANGUS
Aberlemno
Baldardo Hill
Cup- and ring-marked rock
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 505 535 Cup- and ring-marked rock found on Baldardo Hill
near the site of a burial cist (300m S of cist). Found 4–5 years
ago.
Accessioned into Meffan Museums Collections F2013.21

Pitscandly Hill
Cup- and ring-marked rock
George Currie

ANGUS

NO 49731 53557 A sandstone boulder 1.1 x 0.4m bearing five
cup marks, two of which have a single ring , lies to the S of a
junction of fences on the lower northern slopes of Pitscandly
Hill.

Cup- and ring-marked rock, Pitscandly Hill

Airlie
Powmyre Quarry
Watching brief and excavation
Tamlin Barton − CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 3685 5050 A watching brief and excavation was undertaken,
8–31 May 2013, during topsoil stripping to the N of current
quarrying in advance of Phase 4 extraction works. Previous
phases of work had been undertaken by Headland Archaeology
Ltd (DES 2010, 31). The earliest features discovered were a
domestic timber structure and group of pits dating to the Early
to Mid-Neolithic. Further prehistoric remains were found to
the S, including a series of pits containing Grooved Ware and
other domestic material which was associated with burnt areas.
Nearby an eight-post rectangular structure was uncovered
which probably dates to the Late Bronze Age. On the E side of
the stripped area there was a medieval or post-medieval corndrying kiln and remains relating to the demolished farmstead
of Cranford. Post-medieval rig and furrow was present across
the stripped area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: HER and RCAHMS
Funder: CgMs Consulting on behalf of Breedon Aggregates

Arbroath and St Vigeans
Abbey Street, Arbroath
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 6425 4124 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
29 October and 13–14 December 2012, during the excavation
of the foundations for new flats on the S side of 16-18 Abbey
Street. The site was considered to be sensitive due to its
location in the abbey precinct, close to the site of the abbey
and the Abbot’s House. The site consisted of an upper area on
Abbey Street and a lower area to the rear of the High Street.
The two areas were linked by a central stairway.
Limited work in the rear of the High Street property revealed
that any early archaeological deposits had been removed
down to natural deposits to create a level open courtyard and
outhouses, most likely in the 19th century. A 19th-century
mason’s mark in the form of a star was found on stonework for
the S door jamb of an outhouse building.
Sections recorded on the upper area revealed a modern
surface over earlier garden soil deposits. Below the garden
soil there was a deposit of small/medium sized red sandstone
fragments which indicated an earlier, probably medieval,
surface. Predating the sandstone fragments a small pit was
cut into the subsoil which contained butchered animal bone
and oyster shells, considered to date from the medieval period.
One sherd of unstratified medieval pottery was recovered from
the spoil. The surface of sandstone fragments had previously
been identified during the excavation for the Arbroath Abbey
new visitor’s centre in 2000 and again on the watching brief in
Abbey Street on excavations for a new water main in 2001. The
surface of sandstone fragments appears to extend from the site
of the new visitor’s centre at the NW corner of the abbey, along
Abbey Street and onto the upper part of the development area.
It is likely that the sandstone fragments were chippings from
the working of stone to construct the abbey which were then
spread to form a consolidated area of hardstanding around the
abbey.
The foundation trenches excavated on the upper part of the
site indicated that there has been no substantial building on
this part of the site, which historically seems to have been
used as garden ground/yard/drying green.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Brunton Design Studio

Arbroath Abbey
Excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 6430 4124 (centred on) Four small trenches were excavated,
9–16 January 2013, in order to assess the impact of the roots
of apple trees recently planted in the abbey grounds. The
trenches were located in the SW part of the abbey grounds, to
the S and SW of the Little Cloister appended onto the S side of
the main Cloister.
A fairly clear sequence of increasing archaeological
sensitivity from W to E was indicated. Trench 1 (to the W) in
particular showed that this area has been raised substantially
in the relatively recent past. However, moving E, closer to the
abbey ruins, probable medieval deposits were recorded at a
relatively shallow depth, suggesting that greater care needs to
be taken here during any future ground-breaking work.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

The eight-post structure at Powmyre Quarry, looking N

St Andrews Crescent, Arbroath
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
33

ANGUS

NO 65 41 A cannonball was found over 20 years ago in a
garden in St Andrews Crescent. The c19th-century cannonball
measures 110mm in diameter and weighs 12lb.
Accessioned into Signal Tower Museum Collection A2013.257
Funder: Angus Council

Dun
House of Dun: Castle Environs Project
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NO 66749 59951 A geophysical survey was carried out, 14–18
January 2013, within the W walled garden and the burial
ground of the House of Dun. Gradiometer and resistance
surveys were undertaken over all available areas in the garden
with the aim of locating any surviving garden features and
possible structural remains associated with the postulated
earlier castle. Resistance survey was also undertaken around
the mausoleum in the graveyard immediately to the S of the
walled garden with the aim of identifying the earlier church.
The mausoleum was created from earlier church remains.
The survey in the garden detected numerous anomalies. A
low resistance anomaly suggestive of a robber trench or ditch
was detected which may indicate the location of an earlier
wall, or possibly an earlier smaller walled garden. A perplexing
cluster of high resistance anomalies was also detected. These
have a circular form and may indicate an earlier garden
feature. Several linear anomalies have been detected indicating
former paths. The gradiometer survey recorded an extremely
high level of magnetic noise across the majority of the site.
While these responses may reflect natural features, their form
suggests they were probably caused by imported material
used to level the garden.

The survey of the burial ground detected a well defined
rectilinear anomaly indicating a western extension to the
extant mausoleum. The data suggest the earlier church was
the same width as the current structure, but twice the length.

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

House of Dun
Excavation
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NO 6675 5988 Within the walled kitchen garden (19th century)
at the House of Dun (18th century) stands an arched gateway
once thought to be the 16th-century remains of the Erskine’s
Castle of Dun. Geophysical survey carried out by Rose
Geophysics highlighted a number of anomalies which were
targeted for excavation, 10–16 August 2013, as part of the
Trust’s Trail Blazer youth camps. Five trenches were excavated
which uncovered a ditch containing medieval pottery and the
remnants of plough marks.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Edzell
Edzell Castle
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NO 58461 69108 This collection was assessed in May–August
2013. Among the stones available for examination were several
sections from a window. These included EDZ/wj/2-6 and
EDZ/wsr/1, some of which very large.
Two of the more elaborate stones, EDZ/cc/1 and EDZ/
wj/1, are worked with ornament typical of the 17th century,

Young Trust trail blazer volunteers recording a section through the medieval ditch at House of Dun
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including fluting, egg-and-dart and rope ornament. EDZ/cc/1
closely resembles a stone still in situ in the castle courtyard,
forming part of an elaborate door jamb.

Mercury (detail of panel), Edzell castle
The seven panels of Celestial Deities in the summerhouse,
EDZ/o/3 - EDZ/o/9, which are early 17th-century in date, have
been moved there from the walled garden to prevent further
deterioration, with replicas now set in the garden wall. The
decorative details at the corners of some of the slabs resemble
those carved on semi-circular stones in the garden’s E wall,
behind the original positions of the slabs.
A group of 13 voussoirs, EDZ/v/4-16, are laid out on the
ground in the kitchen area of the castle, forming a large arch.
This could have come from the adjacent kitchen fireplace,
but similar arches remain in place, eg in the arches above the
courtyard entrance.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact:
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Lindsay Burial Aisle
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype

apart from the burial vault. The four tomb slabs and the font
which make up the collection are of very high quality, and
have recently undergone conservation at Historic Scotland’s
Conservation Unit.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact:
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Meikle Tullo Farm, Edzell
Walkover survey and watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 5738 7282 and NO 5746 7289 A walkover survey was
carried out on 2 April 2013 prior to the finalisation of cable and
wind turbine base locations. The walkover recorded at least 14
unrecorded features.
NO 57496 72795 Seven discrete stone heaps forming one
sub-oval heap and measuring 17m NE–SW and 10m NW–SE.
NO 57470 72813 An area of rig and furrow. They are a
maximum of 0.2m high, with a wavelength of 3–4m.
NO 57471 72880 A hut circle consisting of a circular bank,
3m wide and 0.7m high, with an internal diameter of 12m.
There is a 1m wide central depression and one depression offcentre to the E.
NO 57403 72948 A hut circle consisting of a circular bank,
2m wide and 1m high, with an internal diameter of 6m.
NO 57534 72885 A possible shieling or enclosure consisting
of oval banks/platform measuring 7 x 5m and a maximum of
0.3m high.
NO 57511 72914 Semi-circular bank, possible field clearance,
12m long and a maximum of 1m high.
NO 57514 72907 Oval field clearance mound consisting of
two joined stone heaps, 8m long by 4m wide.
NO 57430 72876 An area of poorly preserved rig and furrow,
with a wavelength of 4m.
NO 57436 72857 A hut circle consisting of a bank, 2m wide,
with an internal diameter of 14m. There is a 2m wide entrance
on the SW.
NO 57425 72850 A hut circle with an internal diameter of 8m
and 2m wide by 0.3m high banks. There is a 2m wide entrance
on the SW. There is a 2 x 3m mound which is off-centre. There
is evidence of extensive rabbit burrowing.
NO 57390 72860 Poorly preserved rig and furrow.
NO 57410 72860 A bank 0.7m high and 1.5m wide and
another to the W less well preserved with flat hollow-way
between them.
A watching brief was carried out on 5 June 2013 on the soil
strip for Base 1, the cable trench and the vehicle access but no
archaeological features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Michael Hay

Forfar

Tomb slab fragment, Lindsay Burial Aisle
NO 58263 68699 This collection was assessed in December
2012. The collection of late-medieval and post-medieval
stones comes from the old parish church of St Laurence at
Edzell where the Lindsay family had endowed a chantry in
the aisle, which is now the only part of the church remaining,

Royal Hotel, Castle Street, Forfar
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 45577 50683 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out
on 28 March 2013 during the excavation of a service trench
at the former Royal Hotel at 33 Castle Street. The trench in
the pend leading from Castle Street pavement to the rear of
the hotel contained archaeological deposits below the recent
made ground and resurfacing layers. These included finds of
modern pottery, cobbles, large bore ceramic pipe fragments
and one residual sherd of medieval pottery. Excavation on the
pavement of Castle Street revealed a possible medieval ditch
feature aligned E–W, from which fragments of burnt bone and
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one medieval pottery sherd were recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: SSE

The Cross, Forfar
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 4561 5061 A watching brief was maintained, 28–29
January 2013, during the excavation of a trench 19m long
for an underground electricity cable at 6–7 The Cross, in the
centre of the medieval burgh of Forfar. The area had been
heavily disturbed by previous services and no finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report and photographs: Aberdeenshire Council HER
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Lintrathen
Brankam Hill
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 30 55 A heavily corroded Late Bronze Age leaf-shaped
sword of the Ewart Park type was discovered in the course
of unauthorised detecting on the margin of a scheduled
monument area. The poor surviving condition and
incompleteness of the hilt preclude detailed classification and
it is only possible to assign it to an all-embracing date range of
c1050-800 BC, during which such swords were current.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 211/12), allocated to Angus Museums

Late Bronze Age sword from Brankam Hill (Copyright NMS/T Cowie)

Monifieth
Ethiebeaton Farm
Watching brief
Derek Hall
NO 479 342 A watching brief was carried out on 28 February
2013 during the stripping of ploughsoil down to natural subsoil
on the site of three new wind turbines. No archaeological finds
or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr David Reid

Montrose
Montrose Beach
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 732 598 A large lead depth-sounding weight with a hollow
centre and filled with tallow wax, which was used to assess
particles from the sea floor. The find was retained by the
enquirer.

work was designed to compliment a conservation plan being
produced by Simpson and Brown Architects.
Sunnyside Hospital has its origins in the foundation of the
Montrose Lunatic Asylum and Dispensary in 1781, which
was located in Montrose. In 1858 the hospital moved to a
purpose built site on Sunnyside Farm to the NW of the town.
Overcrowding led to continued expansion, with the completion
of Carnegie House in 1899 and further development during
the early to mid-20th century. The hospital came under NHS
control in 1946 and in the late 20th century underwent a series
of phased closures, culminating in the final closure of the
site to patients in 2011. No archaeological sites of note were
recorded during the preliminary research or the walkover
survey.
Archive and report: Aberdeenshire Council HER and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: Jones Lang LaSalle

Oathlaw
Finavon Doocot
Standing building recording
Tamlin Barton – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 4968 5648 (centred on) An historic building survey
was carried out, 6–7 November 2012, of Finavon Doocot,
the largest doocot in Scotland, prior to a proposed repair
programme. The external and internal elevations of the large
double-lectern doocot were surveyed electronically and an
analytical record of the structure produced. The 1978–9 partial
restoration of the doocot had replaced about a quarter of the
building’s original fabric including wall tops and the S wall.
This work had removed any evidence of phasing which may
have been present in the original building, though some of
the stone reused in the restoration hints that there were some
historic alterations. In particular, it seems that the finials and
gablets may have been added in the late 17th or 18th century,
and the crow-steps were possibly renewed at this time. The
date of the original building is uncertain, but the doocote was
probably constructed around the time of Finavon Castle which
was probably built by the Earl of Crawford after 1608. The
original building appears to have had yetts in the doorways,
an important security measure to protect a doocot of this size.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Tannadice
Tannadice
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby − CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 4765 5777 A watching brief was undertaken in November
2012 during the excavation of a water main trench adjacent to
Tannadice Waste Water Treatment Works, which forms part
of the Glen Ogil Reservoir hydro-electric scheme. A single pit
with four fills was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report: Aberdeenshire Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

Funder: Angus Council
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Sunnyside Hospital
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NO 70721 61654 A desk-based assessment and walkover survey
were undertaken on 25 April 2013 of Sunnyside Hospital. The
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Druimavuic
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
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NN 01509 44476 A walkover survey was carried out in August
2013 prior to construction of a hydro-electric scheme. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NN 00694 44799 Clearance cairn (6 x 5m) Oval mound,
grass covered, few rocks visible. 18th/19th/20th century.
NN 00714 44794 Clearance cairn (5 x 3m) Two mounds,
with collapsed tree, few stones. 18th/19th/20th century.
NN 00766 44767 Enclosure and wall (10 x 14m). Subrectangular enclosure, comprising large granite river cobbles,
single course high and wide, possible entrance on S side,
cobbled(?), attached to wall that leads up from burn on W and
follows the top of the natural bank to E. Raised interior. Forest
plantation over the site. 18th/19th/20th century.
NN 00798 44741 Wall comprising single course of granite
river cobbles, oriented NW–SE, joins wall at 90°, full length
not visible due to forest plantation. Part of designed landscape
garden? 18th/19th/20th century.
NN 00877 44656 Granite cobble wall, runs up to burn.
Oriented SW–NE, 0.75m high and 1m wide. 18th/19th/20th
century.
NN 00962 44708 Enclosure (14 x 12m) Granite cobble
enclosure, widely spaced granite blocks forming rough oval,
in a conifer plantation, so much disturbed. Unknown date.
NN 01195 44635 Enclosure (21 x 21m) Irregular dry stone
enclosure, wall 0.75m high and 0.40m wide. Possible animal
enclosure. 18th/19th century.
NN 01246 44616 Dry stone wall, 0.75m high and 0.80m
wide, oriented N–S. 18th/19th century.
NN 02078 44331 Dry stone wall, 0.70m high and 0.80m
wide, runs down to large boulder, before reaching current
pipeline. 18th/19th century.
NN 02235 44321 Sheepfold, 18 x 63m. 19th century.

built. 18th/19th century.
NN 02324 44390 Shieling (4 x 4m) Square, grass covered on
raised ground. 17th/18th/19th century.
NN 02320 44374 Shieling (4 x 4m) On grassy rise.
17th/18th/19th century.
NN 02163 44511 Bank (0.5 x 1.0m) Earthen and stone bank
running down hill, cut by track. 17th/18th/19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Adrian Laycock Ltd

Land South of the Bunker
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 90864 35393 A small programme of works was carried
out on 8 March 2013 prior to development. Two metres of
peat were removed, revealing a well sorted, clast supported
gravel. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Alchemy Construction Ltd

Millbrae, Benderloch
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and Pete Higgins – Highland Archaeology
Services and Archaeology North Ltd
NM 8985 3959 A watching brief was carried out on 14 August
2012 during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of a house. The area was considered sensitive as various sites,
including cist burials and standing stones have been recorded
in the area. A single possible posthole and two stone-filled
land drains were recorded. The site has been ploughed within
the last 50 years, but the presence of peat may suggest that
the mill pond shown on the 19th-century OS map could have
extended further than the map showed.
Archive: HAS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: L Mackechnie

Shielings recorded during the survey at Druimavuic
NN 02270 44279 Shieling (4 x 3m) Stone built, rectangular,
on a low rise. 18th/19th century.
NN 02296 44261 Two shielings (4.5 x 5m) Rectangular on
low knoll, 8m to SW is a hollow lined with stone, 9 x 6m.
18th/19th century.
NN 02342 44268 Shieling (4 x 3.5m) Oval on slightly raised
ground. 17th/18th/19th century.
NN 02357 44270 Shieling (4 x 3m) Grass covered and
rectangular. 18th/19th century.
NN 02354 44271 Shieling (4 x 3m) Sub-oval. 17th/18th/19th
century.
NN 02379 44301 Shieling (5 x 4m) Sub-oval. 17th/18th/19th
century.
NN 02366 44408 Shieling (5 x 3.5m) Rectangular stone

North Connel
Watching brief
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NM 91702 34886 A watching brief was carried out on 28
October 2013 during work associated with a new housing
development. The site is close to several prehistoric burial
sites and the Moss of Achnacree. The site had been severely
disturbed by military activities during WW2 and the local
machine driver advised the site had been the location of a radio
receiving station associated with North Connel Airfield. The
foundations of Nissen huts, cable trenches and pits containing
concrete were recorded, and it was clear that the area had
been stripped of topsoil in the past and the modern topsoil is
redeposited. The disturbed land continues into the field to the
N and a large bank of displaced peat is located just to the E of
the development area where the Moss survives.
Archive: FAS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Star Brae Properties Ltd

Ardchattan and Muckairn/Glenorchy and
Inishail
The 18th-century military road network: Inverawe to
Bridge of Orchy
Survey
Biddy Simpson
NN 02888 30546, NN 03033 30410, NN 19699 27559, NN
20049 27462, NN 20505 27479, NN 20706 27483, NN 20798
27457, NN 23628 27590, NN 24126 28146, NN 24247 28239,
NN 24453 28531, NN 24534 28632, NN 25309 29528, NN
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25531 29840, NN 26519 30611, NN 29647 31716, NN 29604
39666, NN 29297 40183 A survey was undertaken, 1 October
– 30 November 2012, to assess and record the nature and
condition of the 18th-century military road network, and any
features associated with it, within the National Forest Estate
at Inverawe, Glen Lochy and the Bridge of Orchy. A total of
8.75km was walked and surveyed. Culverts and other drainage
features were the predominant features identified along the
route but other features, such as quarries, bridges, tracks
and sidings, were also identified. The purpose of the survey
was to enable Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) to make
informed and reasonable decisions on the future management
of surviving elements of the military road network on the
National Forest Estate.
Archive: WoSAS
Funder: The Forestry Commission Scotland

34) and the excavation of new foundations. The cottage is
located close to a souterrain (NM26SW 10), which has a
modern entrance at NM 20958 59975 (±6m) approximately
where the chamber would originally have been located. The
souterrain is located under the road and the passage was
capped underneath the road with a steel plate after it collapsed
in c1974. The original entrance to the souterrain is probably
located under the old ruined schoolhouse at NM 20958 59975.
Arnabost Cottage is shown on the 1st Edition OS map of 1881
as consisting of one roofed, two unroofed buildings and two
enclosures. The enclosures are located to the S (both sides of
the road) and W of the cottage and the foundations of one
ruined dyke were located in the foundation trenches of the
new studio building. The ground around the cottage consists
of garden soil 0.45m deep including frequent lenses of peat
ash and 19th-century ceramics, glass and metal artefacts, and
it overlies a buried ground surface, which was not excavated
and remains in situ.
Archive: FAS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs P Ings

Arnabost Cottage, Isle of Coll
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NM 209 603 (centred on) A programme of monitoring work
was carried out, 7 April 2008 – 13 August 2013, on a site to the
N of Arnabost Cottage during the construction of a new house.
The excavations mainly revealed a silty topsoil with either a
clay or sandy subsoil. No significant archaeological finds or
features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Julianna Nicholls

Colonsay and Oronsay

A culvert recorded at Arrivain during a survey of the military road
network

Campbeltown
Dunelm Cottage, Machrihanish
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 63356 20691 An 8% evaluation was carried out, 24–25 June
2013, in advance of the construction of new housing on land
W of Dunelm Cottage. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded in any of the trial trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr T Macneal

Coll
Arnabost Cottage, Isle of Coll
Watching brief
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NM 20938 60085 A watching brief was undertaken, 9–10 March
2013, during extension works to Arnabost Cottage (NM26SW
38

Ardskenish
Excavation
Audrey Horning and Wes Forsythe – Queen’s University Belfast and
University of Ulster
NR 34443 91218 The settlement at Ardskenish consists of a
cluster of sub-rectangular house platforms and a series of
cultivation ridges. While local tradition suggests occupation
into the 18th century, little is known about the site chronology.
Excavation focused upon two dwellings and a midden deposit,
and took place during 4 days in May–June 2013, and 4 days
in September 2013. This project was part of a broader island
wide survey of the historical landscape of Colonsay, funded
by the AHRC as part of its Heritage Research for Communities
programme, and involved the University of Ulster, Queen’s
University Belfast, Kilmartin House Museum, Historic
Scotland and The National Trust for Scotland, working with
the local community to investigate their historic past.
In the first house a 1 x 3m trench (Trench 1) was excavated
over the entrance and into the interior of the dwelling. Finds
included a white ball-clay tobacco pipe stem with a stem bore
diameter indicative of the period 1650–80, a stone gaming
piece, and a sherd of coarse pottery of probable Iron Age date
found in the platform deposit underlying the structure. A
1m2 trench (Trench 2) placed between this dwelling and an
adjacent structure was sterile. A 1.5 x 3m trench (Trench 3)
was located in the interior of a second dwelling, uncovering
an open hearth, characterised by an extensive ash spread
and burned clay, adjacent to the N doorway on the long axis
of the structure. The finds assemblage consisted of animal
bones and nail fragments. A fourth 1m2 trench (Trench 4) was
excavated outside of this structure, uncovering a thick midden
deposit. The presence of cattle, sheep/goat, and poultry bones
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alongside fish and shellfish remains suggest the midden is
associated with historic occupation. There were no diagnostic
finds from the midden.
Archive: University of Ulster
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Colonsay Community Archaeology Project
Excavation
Roddy Regan – Kilmartin Museum
NR 40706 98630, NR 40601 98618 and NR 40603 98602
A programme of archaeological work was carried out in
September 2013 as part of a community archaeology project.
The site lies on the upper and SW-facing slopes of Beinn Bheag,
is c500m E of the track leading from Kiloran Bay to Balnahard
Farmhouse, and consists of two enclosures (Enclosures 1
and 2) each containing several structures with a possible
hut circle lying to the N of the lower enclosure. Both of the
enclosures and the hut circle afford extensive views to the S
over Kiloran Bay.
The upper enclosed area, Enclosure 1 (centred on NM 40706
98630) contains four buildings (Structures A–D) with a fifth
building (Structure F) lying on a terrace immediately outside
the enclosure to the E. The lower enclosure, Enclosure 2 (NM
40601 98618) also contains four buildings (Structures H–K)
and lies E of what is probably a larger modified roundhouse
structure or hut circle (Structure G at NM 40603 98602). There
is also evidence of extensive agricultural remains on the slopes
below the enclosures to the S and W, where there also appears
to be few associated structures. A total of 11 test pits were
excavated.
Enclosure 1 – The buildings, apart from Structure F, occupy
a relatively sheltered NW–SE aligned gully close to the summit
of Beinn Bheag. They are enclosed by a turf and stone wall that
blocks both ends of the gully but also encloses the rocky and
uneven escarpments to the E and W forming a sub-circular
enclosure c60m in diameter.
Buildings A and B were of similar size and build, Structure
A measuring 4.7 x 4.0m internally with Structure B measuring
6.0 x 5.2m both with walls between 1.1–1.2m in width. The
walls of both structures are built from dry stone rubble, the
walls of Structure B being better built than those of A. The test
pits cut against the walls of both structures failed to produce
evidence of occupation or deposits beyond what may be sterile
floor or levelling deposits. A third test pit cut into the central
area of Structure B also found no evidence of occupation
deposits.
Structure C was of a slighter build than Structures A and
B consisting of a raised oval ring of turf and stones. The
small test pit cut across the SE wall showed that this was an
insubstantial structure probably mainly built of turf with the
inner basal edge formed by a stone revetment (this only one
course high in the trench). Apart from some charcoal flecking
within what may be a levelling deposit no formal floor or
occupation deposits were revealed.
Structure D was a narrow dry stone structure built against
the N side of the surrounding enclosure wall, adjacent to
a possible entrance to the enclosure. The building was
rectangular and measured 5.2 x 3.7m externally with an
entrance on the S. Again the test pit which was opened against
its W wall failed to produce evidence of occupation.
Enclosure 2 – The lower enclosure springs from a steep
escarpment forming the E side of the enclosure and contains
the remains of four structures. The test pits in Structures H
and J showed that these buildings were slight in nature, no
more than rough alignments of stones that possibly formed
the base of what may have originally been mainly turf/earth
walled buildings. Neither of these buildings had any evidence

of formal floors or associated occupation deposits.
Structure I was rather different in nature and more
substantially built, although this was not apparent from
the surface remains. The walls of this sub-circular building
consisted of large blocks of stone that may have been levered
or dragged into position and underpinned by smaller stone
blocks. The use of such large blocks made it difficult to
extrapolate the true width of the walls, which appeared to
be 1.0–1.2m wide. The large blocks, along with subsequent
collapse of some of the walls gave the internal wall face a very
uneven appearance. Evidence of occupation was provided by
dark internal deposits containing charcoal and pottery. The
pottery was hand made from a coarse dark red brown fabric
with frequent quartz inclusions. The pottery was mainly
derived from two clusters that appeared to have been trampled
into the floor deposit. The increasing amount of charcoal at the
SE of the test pit suggested the possible presence of a hearth
beyond the edge of excavation.
Structure G, The Hut Circle – The hut circle occupied a
relatively flat terrace lying N and just below Enclosure 2.
The building measured 4.5m across internally within walls
up to 1.2m thick. A test pit was excavated against the N wall
of the building and within what appeared to be a possible
internal modification at this end of the structure. This internal
structure was found to be a single alignment of large stones,
which were possibly used as the footings of a temporary
structure or pen. Beneath this lay a deposit of wall collapse
or demolition material. This collapse and surrounding silt
sealed a surface of stone and cobbles and to the S of the
surface two post positions, one with stones forming a ‘pad’
at the base of the cut. Within and around the posts lay a dark
silty deposit which contained fragmentary remains of pottery
and utilised beach pebbles. Another test pit was cut around
the presumed entrance of the structure revealed a trampled
deposit of small stones that appeared to be a surface lying just
below the vegetation. This lay c0.2m above the height of the
internal surface and may be associated with the building’s
later use. A third test pit excavated outside the building to the
W recorded the edge of wall collapse lying over natural.
Archive: Kilmartin Museum (intended). Report: OASIS, RCAHMS
and WoSAS
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Dun Cholla
Excavation
Colin Breen – University of Ulster
NR 3777 9152 Test excavations were undertaken at a ‘house’
platform below Dun Cholla over a three day period during
Easter 2013. This project was part of a broader island wide
survey of the historical landscape of Colonsay, funded by
the AHRC as part of its Heritage Research for Communities
programme, and involved the University of Ulster, Queen’s
University Belfast, Kilmartin House Museum, Historic
Scotland and The National Trust for Scotland working with the
local community to investigate their historic past.
This site consists of a sub-rectangular earthwork measuring
13m long and 9.5m wide. It contains an internal area of c50m2
and appears to have two opposing entrances in the N and S
wall respectively. An external ditch, possibly associated with
drainage is located at the W gable. No other structural features
are apparent but a set of lazy beds or cultivation ridges are
present S of the site. A 2 x 4.5m trench was excavated inside
the structure immediately E of the entrance features. A number
of primary phases of activity were noted. A small shallow
bowl furnace was located and predated the later construction
of the house. The house was late medieval in character and
finds included an early 17th-century gun flint. The house was
39
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probably abandoned by the early part of the 18th century.
Archive: University of Ulster
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Lady’s Seat, Scalsaig
Excavation
Colin Breen – University of Ulster
NR 3906 9445 A sub-rectangular house site with an overall
measurement of 13 x 6m is located in a rocky gully in the
SE-facing uplands above Scalsaig. The site was investigated
over a three day period in June 2013. This project was part
of a broader island wide survey of the historical landscape of
Colonsay, funded by the AHRC as part of its Heritage Research
for Communities programme, and involved the University of
Ulster, Queen’s University Belfast, Kilmartin House Museum,
Historic Scotland and The National Trust for Scotland working
with the local community to investigate their historic past.
Three test pits were excavated in the interior of the structure
(T1a 2 x 1m, T1b 1.6 x 1m and T1c 1 x 1m). Evidence of Iron
Age activity associated with the nearby dun was present in
the form of a number of pottery sherds that were deposited
in the building in turf and sod material. The sub-rectangular
house was probably built in the late medieval period and the
most significant feature was a stone lintel-covered shallow flue
that ran across the interior of the site at an angle. This was a
dry feature with no evidence of burning and may have been
used as a ventilation feature for use with the, as yet, unlocated
hearth. A burnt ash spread would suggest that this was located
in the W end of the house. Following the abandonment of
this house a second structure was built in its interior in the
17th century. A musket ball and a fragment of clay pipe were
recovered from this later building.
Archive: University of Ulster
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Port Mor
Excavation
Audrey Horning and Colin Breen – Queen’s University Belfast and
University of Ulster
NR 362 947 The foundations of an 18th/19th-century house
were excavated beneath a 20th-century engine room, currently
being used as a display centre for the Colonsay and Oronsay
Heritage Trust. A 2 x 4m trench was excavated in June 2013
and recorded the SW section of the gable end of the building.
Finds included 19th-century pottery, a large curved bone hair
pin and a small brooch.
This project was part of a broader island wide survey of the
historical landscape of Colonsay, funded by the AHRC as part
of its Heritage Research for Communities programme, and
involved the University of Ulster, Queen’s University Belfast,
Kilmartin House Museum, Historic Scotland and The National
Trust for Scotland working with the local community to
investigate their historic past.

built up, as documented, to protect the underlying burials
before the present Parish Church of 1841 was constructed. Cut
through this material was a single possible grave cut; this was
not excavated. The foundation cut for the Argyll Mausoleum,
built between 1795 and 1796, was revealed and a portion of the
stepped stone foundation was also recorded. Probable builder’s
rubbish, consisting of a layer of mortar and mixed stone and
slate waste, presumably derived from the construction of the
latest Parish Church, was also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Argyll Mausoleum Ltd

Balagowan
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NS 12488 82793 – NS 12595 82835 and NS 12503 82928 – NS
13663 81963 A walkover survey was undertaken on 22 July
2013 along the route of a proposed new hydro-electric scheme
on the Balagowan Burn c9km N of Dunoon. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Dhalling Mhor
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 17923 77650 A tall ruined stone-built octagonal tower
stands in the grounds of the former Dhalling (or Dhailling)
Mhor Estate, the mansion house having been demolished
in the late 1990s. It is now in waste ground amid residential
houses in a wooded area to which access is difficult due to
heavy vegetation cover. It is unroofed but all sides stand up to
roof height, although the structure is deteriorating, with some
loss of smaller boulders used in the construction. The sides are
1.9m wide and entrance is by a pointed arched doorway 0.9m
wide in the SE wall. Each other side contains a tall narrow
pointed arch window with bases c1m above ground level. The
windows are splayed, of 0.6m width inside, narrowing to 0.3m
on the outside. It was possibly a folly or gazebo.

Archive: Queen’s University Belfast
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council

Dunoon and Kilmun

The octagonal Dhalling Mhor tower

Argyll Mausoleum
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 16600 82061 A watching brief was undertaken, 5 June
– 14 October 2013, during renovation works on the Argyll
Mausoleum and Kilmun Parish Church. The majority of the
deposits revealed around the buildings consisted of made
ground dating to the late 18th and 19th century. A spread of
material was recorded that appears to be the made ground,

Dunloskin
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 16702 98485 On flat ground on the steep hillside W of
Loch Loskin, 70m higher than the level of the loch, is a small
isolated turf structure. It is a broad low oval turf bank 6.0 x
3.8m externally, with a central hollow c3.0 x 2.0m. The longer
axis is NE–SW. The bank is c0.4m high and c1.8m wide at its
greatest spread.
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Dunloskin Wood
Survey and watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 1619 797 – NS 1668 7844 A programme of archaeological
mitigation was undertaken, December 2012 – April 2013, prior
to and during the dismantling of an overhead electricity line.
Archaeological sites within the corridor were initially surveyed
and demarcated. A watching brief was later undertaken
during the removal of pylons adjacent to the scheduled site of
Ardnadam Chapel.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: WoSAS and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Power Distribution

Garail, Bullwood Road
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 160 738 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 14–17
May 2013, in advance of development on an area of land
known as Garail, at 104 Bullwood Road. A total of 28 trenches
were excavated and mainly contained a sandy topsoil with
either a sandy or gravelly subsoil, which probably represented
a raised beach. There had been some disturbance in the N
half from services associated with the now demolished Garail
House (formerly Clyde View). The topsoil in the S area was
fairly deep and rich in nature, and was possibly the location of
a former garden or orchard.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report WoSAS
Funder: G1 Architects

Hunter’s Quay
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 18501 78961 Near the summit of a low hillock (24m), in a
wooded area at the highest point in the grounds of the Hunter’s
Quay Hotel, is a stone-built two-storey hexagonal tower 4.8m
high. From it there are panoramic views of the Firth of Clyde.
The structure is built up against a N–S property boundary
wall which forms the longest side, 4.3m long. The two adjacent
walls are perpendicular to this, the N and S walls 2.3m and
2.7m respectively. From N to S the remaining three walls are
1.7m, 2.3m and 1.4m long. The wall width is 0.5m.
The ground floor has a doorway 0.9m wide in the N wall and
a blocked up window in the opposite wall. The upper storey
has blocked up windows in the NE and E walls. A flight of
external stone steps up against the boundary wall provides
access to the upper storey, which has a flat roof.
The upper floor has been modified by the addition of a
concrete stairway to the flat roof, which has been surfaced
with concrete. There is now no access to the interior of the
upper floor. This is likely to have been a WW2 conversion for
use as a lookout tower, as part of the defences of the Clyde
Estuary.
An aerial photograph of 1910 shows the tower at the upper
corner of a large garden suggesting that it may have been a
summerhouse.
Morag’s Fairy Glen
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 16446 75657 On the southern outskirts of Dunoon the
Berry Burn runs through a deep gorge known as Morag’s
Fairy Glen. At NS 16446 75657, on the edge of a steep S bank
which drops down to the river in stages, stands a tall, roughly
square stone tower 3.1 x 2.75m externally. The construction
is of large stone blocks at the corners with extensive filling of
smaller thin slabs of stone, all mortared. The longer, burn-side
wall is oriented 60° E of N, roughly parallel to the burn at that

point. The tower is estimated to be about 9m high, is unroofed
but stands up to near roof height, and had three-storeys as
evidenced by two rows of beam sockets in each of the N and S
walls. The tower may have been a folly.
The W wall has the only entrance, a door 0.7m wide and
1.75m high. There is no external or internal staircase, so that
the upper storeys must have been accessed, if at all, by ladder
internally through the floors. There is a small square window
in the centre of this wall at the top storey. Its width, estimated
as for all the upper inaccessible windows by projecting the
lines of the sides downwards, is c0.6m. From the outside it
appears as a horizontal slit.
In the N wall is a large splayed window with a stone lintel
above. It is 0.85m high and 0.65m wide inside, narrowing to
0.48m outside. The sill is 1.35m above the floor level. A long
narrow upright stone has been cemented in vertically as a
support at a later date. Above it is a small window c0.55m wide
and of greater height in the second storey.
The E wall has a long narrow splayed window 0.95m above
the floor. It is 1.1m high and 0.35m wide inside, narrowing to
0.2m. An unusual feature is a quadrilateral cavity in the sill at
least 0.3m deep constructed with sides parallel to the window
edges. It is 0.25m long parallel to the left and right sides and
0.27m and 0.18m perpendicular. There is a small window
c0.5m wide and of greater height that straddles the second and
third storeys.
The S wall has a small blocked up window c0.35m wide and
c0.7m high in the second storey and a window near the top of
the wall roughly 0.3 x 0.7m.
Outside, two short (<1m) wall sections protrude from the
SW corner suggesting the remains of an attached structure.
The OS 25" map (Argyll and Bute Sheet CLXXXIV.5 1869)
shows a square building, evidently the tower, with a second
rectangular chamber of the same width on its SE side. A longer
rectangular building is attached on the SW. A 6m stretch of its
N wall can be traced along the edge of the drop and the edge
of a front wall 2.2m out from the S wall of the tower. All the
structures are shown as roofed in 1864 but unroofed in the
1898 edition of the 25" map.

The tower at Morag’s Fairy Glen
Morag’s Fairy Glen
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 16553 75870 On the southern outskirts of Dunoon the
Berry Burn runs through a deep gorge known as Morag’s
Fairy Glen. On the N bank at NS 16553 75870 stands a large
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tall extensively modified stone building, overall 9.8 x 5.6m.
It is in the grounds of the former Glen Morag House, now the
Glenmorag Hotel. It is a two-storey building, standing to a
height of c3m at the W end and higher at the E gable end, and
showing at least two phases of modification. Its long axis is at
60°. There are two large rooms E and W. The building is stonebuilt, with both stone and brick modifications. The walls are
mortared and areas of plaster survive on the exterior walls.
There are no doors in the N and S long walls; the doorways
to the outside are in the E and W end walls of the building, and
the two rooms shared a large doorway in the common wall,
1.4m wide and at least 2.2m high and now blocked with stone.
The 1m wide doorway in the E wall is 0.5m from the N end
and has a wooden lintel. The W wall has a doorway near the S
end, 1m wide and 1.7m high, with a wooden lintel above and
a second doorway at the N end 1m wide blocked with stone.
Between them is the lower edge of a window 0.9m wide at the
upper level.
The exterior of the N wall is plastered for 4.3m at the W end.
At its E end a low brick wall 1m high encompasses the NE
corner of the building, extending 2.2m out from the building,
3.2m long parallel to the N wall and 2.6m parallel to the E wall.
The exterior of the S wall is mostly plastered. It has two large
windows in the lower storey 1.5m high and c1.3m wide and
symmetrically placed, 3.2m apart and 2.0m from each end.
Both have stone lintels at the base and the W window also has
an upper stone lintel. They were originally splayed but have
been modified with brick to produce straight edges. Above the
E window is the base of a window in the upper storey.
In the interior of the W room the N wall shows a horizontal
wooden line, presumably the remains of the floor of the upper
level. Just below it towards the E end is an iron pipe 120mm in
diameter with brick in the wall above, probably from a stove
added later. The E wall of the W room contains the broad
blocked doorway and the S wall one of the two large windows
described above.
In the interior E wall of the E room at the ground floor level
is a central fireplace blocked with brick but with the remains
of tiling at the base. It is surmounted by a 2.4m long stone
lintel and above that a longer and broader flat stone. Directly
above is what may be a second fireplace in the upper storey
0.7m wide with a stone lintel above. At the S end of the E wall
at ground level is a 0.9m wide recess.
Old Finbracken
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 1569 8001 The site is W of Ardnadam Farm, Sandbank at
an altitude of 90m. It is on a terrace in a clearing in the forestry
below a line of pylons, c50m uphill from and N of the former
reservoir on the Allt Chromain Burn. There are a number of
near rectangular hollows bounded by broad turf banks with a
thick cover of vegetation. In a limited removal of the vegetation
little stone was uncovered and no walling. The site is unclear
and measurements are approximate.
The banks and hollows suggest at least two house sites, A
and B, and possibly up to four close together, and a separate
oval or sub-rectangular structure C just N of A. The alignment
of all is cE–W. The ground slopes upwards to the W. An old
road leads up to the settlement from Sandbank village and
passes along its S edge.
House A is at NS 15687 80006. It measures 8.6 x 5.0m
externally with broad 1.5–1.8m turf banks bounding a central
hollow. A gap 1.2m wide in the E bank may be an entrance.
Next to it on the SW is B, 6.7 x 6.0m, with bank 1.0-1.4m wide
bounding a hollow and up to 0.7m high. To the W of B is a
faint hollow, 5.0m long E–W and width uncertain, bounded
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by a bank. To the S of A is a hollow bounded only by the S
bank of A and the E bank of B. It is not clear whether this is
a distinct structure. The bank is rounded and has a gap 0.9m
wide in the N wall. The separate distinct structure C is 4.5m N
of A. It is oval or sub-rectangular, c8.0 x 4.5m and is mounded,
the ground falling off most steeply on the E side. The name
Finbracken survives in neighbouring Sandbank as the name
of a house, a cottage and a later block of flats.
Stronchullin
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 18061 84965 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken in July 2013 prior to the construction of a hydroelectric scheme at Stronchullin. A single field bank, lined with
oak and measuring 1m high by 2m wide, was recorded at NS
18739 84706.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Adrian Laycock Ltd

Gigha and Cara
Kinerarach, Isle of Gigha
Evaluation
Steven Mithen, Karen Wicks and Anne Pirie – University of Reading

Chipped stone artefacts collected from Kinerarach: (1) Single
platform core; (2) Knife; (3) Scraper, and (4) Blade fragment
NR 65900 53450 A surface scatter of chipped stone artefacts
was discovered in a field at Kinerarach on land farmed by
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Angus McNeil during the late 1970s. Approximately 250
pieces of chipped stone, mostly of heavily patinated and
rolled flint, were collected from the upthrow of ploughsoil
c500m to the N of Kinerarach Farm. The collection was passed
from Angus’ daughter, Sheila McNeil, to Tony Philpin, a local
archaeological enthusiast and current resident at Kinerarach,
who contacted Steven Mithen about the discovery in 2013.
A short visit to Gigha was made in July 2013 to inspect the
assemblage and to visit the location. During this visit, it was
confirmed that the assemblage was likely to be of prehistoric
origin, with subsequent analysis of selected artefacts by Anne
Pirie confirming the presence of possible Mesolithic and postMesolithic elements within the assemblage. Pieces tentatively
assigned to a Mesolithic cultural affinity include seven single
platform cores, along with a small number of regular blades
or blade fragments. Several larger blades might also constitute
irregular elements of a Mesolithic assemblage, or derive from
post-Mesolithic stone working. Tools include a number of
marginally retouched or used blades and flakes that are likely
to be Neolithic. More formal tools include three scrapers, two
knife/scrapers, one truncation and a backed blade. Overall,
the collection includes a number of post-Mesolithic elements
(especially the tools) alongside a few pieces (a few bladelet
fragments and the cores) that may be earlier or may simply be
the more formal and blade-oriented part of a post-Mesolithic
assemblage.
Funder: University of Reading

Glenorchy and Inishail

B. About 16m SSW of A at NN 16635 25057 is a broad circular
turf and stone bank c1m wide and 0.5m high on a slope down
to a small burn. The external diameter is 4.5m N–S and 4.0m
E–W and there is a gap on the W (burn) side.
C. About 20m SW of B is a rectangular dry stone building
at NN 16622 25042 with a large square yard attached on the
W side. This L-shaped structure is the only object in this
group that is shown on the 19th-century 6" maps. It is 20.6
x 6.4m externally with double walls in places 0.9m wide
and up to 1m high. The long axis is at 330°. It is subdivided,
with N and S compartments respectively c7m and c12m long
internally. There is a possible entrance in the E wall S of the
subdivision. The yard on the W side is 13.3m N–S and 13.5m
E–W externally. Its S wall is a continuation of the S wall of the
house. It is turfed-over stone and, where the stone is exposed,
is seen to be double-walled. The entrance is in the N wall next
to the house.
D. About 50m NW of C is a badly eroded rectangular
enclosure bounded by low stone walls, 10.0 x 14.5m externally,
the walls 1.3m wide, the shorter axis at 320°.
The cottages
A. The S cottage faces 350° and is externally 9.5 x 6.2m. It
is ruined, but much of the surviving walls stand up to roof
height. Attached on the W side are the remains of what might
have been a second small cottage, 6.5m long modified to form
two outhouses of width less than the cottage width. A partition
0.5m wide has been inserted. The outhouse nearest the
cottage is c4m wide and c4m front to back (N–S). The second
is 1.8m wide. A cross wall with a 1.1m doorway has been built
to enclose the larger space. The W wall has been shortened to
3.7m N–S and contains the remains of a fireplace.
The main E part of the S cottage has a splayed window in the
rear S wall 6m from the E end. It is 0.95m high and 0.65m wide
on the outside broadening to 1.1m inside. The N wall has a 1m
wide doorway 5.3m from the E end and a 0.8m wide window
2.4m from the E end. In the E wall is a recess and a blocked-up
fireplace.

Barran
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NN 1640 2496 and NN 1660 2506 (vicinity of) At Barran, 2.4km
S of Dalmally, are two widely separated areas of settlement of
different periods. At the main Barran site, which is the most
visible and most recently occupied, are two cottages facing N,
one directly in front of the other. The front of the N cottage is
at NN 16399 24955. The OS 6" map (Argyllshire Sheet CI 1874)
shows only the S cottage, roofed. It is inside a large enclosure,
estimated from the map to be c105m N–S, and is up against
the middle of the S wall. The 1897 map revision shows both
cottages roofed, the N cottage of shorter E–W length.
The rear, S cottage, is now unroofed and ruined but most
of the walls of the main structure on the E side survive up to
roof height. The W side has been modified. There is a large
yard attached at the back (S) and a sheepfold on its W side. At
the time of our survey in 2012 the front cottage was intact and
roofed but uninhabited.
A second site, the low ruins of a small settlement consisting
of three rectangular and one circular dry stone structures, lies
c200m to the NE near NN 16600 25060. It is evidently earlier
and we describe these structures A to D first.

Barran: Interior of Cottage A, with Cottage B on the right

The small settlement
A. At NN 16651 25083 is a rectangular dry stone two-roomed
house with long axis at 320° and an annexe attached to the S
end. The overall dimensions, including the annexe, are 22.8 x
6.2m. The house is 17.4m long with a very low subdivision. The
S compartment is 4.8m long internally and has a door 0.9m
wide in its E wall. The N compartment is c11m long internally.
The walls are better preserved on the E side where the wall is
0.6m high, and can be seen in places to be double and up to
1m wide. There is considerable tumble in the SE corner. The
W wall has a good edge but is very low. The annexe is 4.6m
long internally, bounded by a broad heavy turf bank 0.8m
wide with rounded corners and containing some stone.

In front of cottage A and to the W is a clapper bridge, 1.9m
long, of four stone slabs across a narrow channel running
E–W, parallel to the cottage front. About 24m farther W a
section of the channel is sandwiched between two turf banks,
1.8m wide and 10m long. The channel was wet but did not
contain flowing water and is aligned with the channel section
at the bridge.
Close to the bridge to the NW are the low remains of the
8.4m S wall of what was probably a rectangular building. Only
short (1.7m and 3.4m) stretches of the E and W walls survive.
The early sheepfold on the 6" map has been extensively
modified but was not measured. The yard attached to the rear
of the cottage is c29.5m2. Its N wall continues the line of the
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rear cottage wall 13.6m to the E and contains a 2.3m wide
entrance adjacent to the cottage. In the SW corner of the yard
are the remains of a rectangular building shown on the 6"
map, 10.5m N–S and 5.5m E–W with an entrance gap in the
E wall.
B. The second cottage lies in a large enclosure 9m N of A
with the same orientation as A. Externally it is 8.8m E–W x
6.4m N–S. The E walls of A and B are collinear. It is roofed with
red corrugated iron in good condition. The 1m wide door is in
the centre of the N front wall and is flanked by two windows
1.45m high and 1m wide. In the rear wall are two windows
1.45m high, 2m from each end. The W window is 0.6m wide,
the E 0.8m. These have been modified and straightened from
splayed originals. There is a corrugated iron annexe with
sloping roof on the W side, 2.6m E–W x 3.7m N–S with a door
on the N side.
Uachdar Mhaluidh (Auchtermally)
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NN 17251 25860 (and vicinity) The extensive site of Uachdar
Mhaluidh, anglicised as Auchtermally, consists of four distinct
areas which have groups of dry stone structures with at least
16 structures across the whole area, including two enclosures.
Area 1 On the S bank of the Allt Mhaluidh is a long
rectangular dry stone building whose longer front wall
containing the entrance faces 330°. The partly destroyed
doorway is 7.9m from the E end. Its SW corner is at NN 17229
25803. The building measures 13.4 x 6.1m with walls 0.8m
wide and generally 0.2m high but up to 0.9m at the E end. The
ground falls away on the N and E sides; on the S side a broad
stone and turf dyke 1.5m wide runs parallel to the S wall at a
distance of 2.7m. On the edge of a steep rocky bank, 11m to
the N, are the remains of two walls of a rectangular structure,
a double wall 5.4m long E–W and a 2.7m stretch at 90° at the
W end.
To the W of these structures is the sheepfold. Neither it nor
the long house described above are shown on the OS 6" maps
(Argyllshire, Sheet CI, 1874). The post-1897 multi-chambered

Uachdar Mhaluidh Area 1 looking W
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sheepfold occupies a location where there was formerly a line
of four small rectangular buildings.
A feature shown on the 6" maps, and now attached to the
S wall of the sheepfold, is either a 24m long and 6m wide
rectangular dry stone structure or two contiguous structures
end to end. The long axis is 260°, roughly E–W, with the NE
corner at NN 17211 25809. The walls are up to 0.4m high and
are 1.4m wide on the E side, 0.9m wide on the W. Internally, the
E and W compartments are c9m and c12m long respectively.
There is an older enclosure on the S side that encompasses
the W part of the two buildings and the SW corner of the
sheepfold. It is a low turfed-over dyke 1–1.5m wide. The NW
corner of the dyke is marked by a standing stone 1.2m high x
0.35m thick and 0.4m wide tapering at the top. The owner of
Brackley Farm, whose family has farmed this land for over 170
years, indicates that the building up against the sheepfold was
the schoolhouse.
Area 2 There is a well preserved corn kiln or limekiln on
the N bank at NN 17234 25840. It is circular, with external
diameter 4.7m. The bowl diameter is 2.5m and it is at least
0.9m deep. On the S side facing the river the wall on the river
side is 1.3m high. It has an opening 0.3m wide and 0.4m high
0.4m below the top edge. There is a second opening at least
0.4m high below it under a lintel stone. This may be the flue of
a corn kiln or the draw-hole of a small limekiln. It is reported
by the farmer at Brackley that lime burning was carried out at
Auchtermally.
At NN 17350 25872 is the easternmost structure in Area 2,
25m from the main group. It is a crude low near-circular turf
bank 0.9m wide of 5.3m external diameter on a slope facing S
with a gap on the downhill side and one opposite, uphill.
From E to W the houses in Area 2 are first A at NN 17317
25872 with long axis roughly E–W. It measures 16.4 x 4.6m
with a possible subdivision; the walls are c1m broad and low.
The S wall curves outwards and there is a large boulder in the
E wall. There is an entrance gap at the N end of the W short
wall.
House B is 12.5m W of A with the same E–W orientation
but a little to the N. Its SW corner is at NN 17271 25862. It
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measures 20 x 5.7m and is subdivided into E and W rooms
c5.8m and c11.8m long respectively. The walls are 0.8–1m wide
and 0.5–0.8m high. In the better preserved W chamber there is
a gap, probably an entrance, in the N wall 5m from the E end.
House C is at an angle to A and B, roughly NW–SE. Its SW
corner is 0.9m from the W end of B. It is 15.0 x 6.1m and has
an annexe at the N end 3.3m long and 6.1m wide. The walls
are 0.7m wide and 0.3–0.4m high. The S wall is a single line
of large boulders. There is a subdivision in the form of a low
hump 7m from the S end.
House D is 18m W of C with long axis at 330° and stands
on the highest ground with a broad view of the area to the
N, E and W. Its SE corner is at NN 17251 25860. It measures
17.5 x 5.8m with no obvious subdivision. The walls are 0.8m
wide and c0.8m high except for the N wall which stands up to
c2.1m. The N section of the E wall is broken but the S edge of
a doorway 4.8m from the S wall is preserved.
Structures E and F are 25m WSW of D at NN 17221 25853
across an old road, a hollow-way, which runs from the river
downhill to the W of Area 2. They are two low rectangular dry
stone structures end to end very roughly constructed of large
boulders interspersed with smaller stones. Their long axis is
at 320°. E and F are 9m and 10m long respectively and 5.9m
wide, with E to the N of F. The walls are 0.9m wide and up to
0.4m high.
Area 3 On lower ground on a broad flat terrace near NN
17202 25921 is a contiguous line of three rectangular structures
G, H, and J, set end to end along a NW–SE line, with G farthest
N. On the W side, and enclosing a large flat area, is a large yard
c24m long NW to SE and 12m wide. G is 8.7 x 6.1m, H 10.7 x
6.4m; they are separated by a 1m gap. The walls are 0.7m wide
and up to 0.5m high in G, 0.7m in H. The smaller structure J
is attached to the SE end of H, but is narrower, at 4.2m wide
and 5m long. A separate structure K is 3.5m SE of J, oriented
NE–SW. It is 7m long and 4.5m wide, and an annexe 3.3m long
is attached to the NE end. The walls are 0.6m wide and 1m
high and there is much tumble at the SW end. It has a doorway
in the NW long wall 5.2m from the SE end.
Area 4 At NN 17140 26001 is M, a roughly circular turf and
stone bank, c0.5m wide of external diameter 3.6–4.0m, and
lying at the edge of a steep slope. A degraded corn kiln is a
possibility. A rectangular dry stone structure L is 9m to the
NNW of M, its long axis is at 340°. It has broad walls, 1.2m
wide standing up to 0.6m high, and measures 12.6 x 6.0m.
There is a subdividing wall 0.7m wide 5.1m from the outside
edge of the N wall and a 1.1m wide entrance in the E wall of the
S chamber 4.4m from the S end.

Inveraray
Inveraray
Casual find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NN 09 08 An Early Bronze Age flat axehead was discovered in
2006 by Mr Jochem Wynans on the shore beside Main Street
South, Inveraray. According to the finder, the axehead lay in
two pieces, on the surface of the sand just below the high tide
mark in an area of the shore line often littered with modern
debris. While there seems no reason to doubt that the axehead
had originally been deposited in the immediate vicinity, the find
circumstances clearly suggested that it had been redeposited
in the relatively recent past. One likely possibility noted
by the finder is that it may have been disturbed a few years
previously during extensive works undertaken in connection
with modifications to the sewage system which runs along
the shore in this area. The relatively straight-sided butt of this
axehead invites comparison with the Biggar variant of Migdale

type flat axeheads. Despite the potential importance of the
region to the metal supply chain during the Early Bronze
Age, relatively few actual finds of metalwork are known from
Argyll, making this a useful addition to a limited inventory of
material, despite its rather worn and battered condition.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 125/12), allocated to Kilmartin
Museum

EarlyBronzeAgeflataxeheadfromInveraray(CopyrightNMS/TCowie)

Inverchaolain
Ardentraive
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NS 03874 75591 – NS 03320 74650 A walkover survey was
carried out on 1 November 2013 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme alongside the Milton Burn
near Colintraive on the Kyles of Bute. The only previously
unrecorded feature of interest comprised the scant remains of
an earth and stone bank which ran eastwards for c20m from
NS 03713 75347.

Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Inverchaolain
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
A walkover survey was undertaken 29–31 July 2013 on a parcel
of land in advance of a proposed woodland planting scheme.
The survey identified.
NS 10311 78228 (1A) Shieling, 4 x 4m, C-shaped, 0.75m high
walls.
NS 10297 78217 (1B) Two celled shieling, 2 x 2m and 4 x 4m,
stone walls.
NS 10311 78207 (1C) C-shaped shieling, 3 x 3m.
NS 10145 78546 (2A) Shieling, 6 x 3m, oval, with 0.5m high
stone wall.
NS 10152 78541 (2B) Shieling, 6 x 3m, with rubble wall.
NS 10243 78507 (3) Shieling, 8 x 4m.
NS 10307 78435 (4) Shieling, 4 x 4m, with dry stone wall.
NS 10840 78010 (5) Leac a Ghaill Farmstead, as shown on 1st
Edition OS map.
NS 10675 76967 (6) Shieling, 5 x 4m, oval, 1m wide wall,
sunken centre.
NS 10595 76977 (7A) Shieling, 3 x 4m, with 0.5m high wall.
NS 10600 76959 (7B) Shieling, 5 x 4m, with 1m wide wall.
NS 10582 76936 (7C) Shieling, 6 x 4m, thin stone wall,
sunken centre.
NS 10686 77016 (8A) Shieling, 5 x 5m, with stone cairn on
W side.
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NS 10658 77024 (8B) Shieling, 4 x 4m, bracken covered.
NS 10654 77041 (8C) Shieling, 6 x 5m, stone walls, 1m wide
by 0.75m high.
NS 10676 77054 (8D) Shieling, 6 x 4m, stone walls, walls
0.5m high.
NS 10761 77337 (9A) Shieling, 4 x 4m, C-shaped.
NS 10768 77316 (9B) Shieling, 6 x 6m, bracken covered.
NS 10794 77532 (10) Dry stone wall, 0.25m high by 0.6m
wide, runs from Inverchaolain Burn to small gorge.
NS 10646 77455 (11) A 22m long dry stone wall, 0.75m high,
running NE–SW.
NS 09695 75360 (12) Field with lazy beds.
NS 09962 75148 (13) A 3m long dry stone wall, probably a
shooting butt.
NS 10818 77812 (14) Shieling, 4 x 6m, stone built with 0.9m
wide and 0.7m high walls. A dry stone wall, L-shaped, 14m
long, forms a possible enclosure.
NS 10234 78320 (15) A raised platform, possible shooting
butt, overlies a shieling.
NS 10245 78252 (16A) Shieling, 4 x 4m, circular with low
rubble walls.
NS 10230 78259 (16B) Shieling, 4 x 4m, rectangular with
collapsed dry stone walls.
NS 10164 78379 (17A) Shieling, rectangular but bracken
covered.
NS 10150 78384 (17B) Shieling, rectangular but bracken
covered.
NS 10181 78371 (17C) Shieling, 4 x 5m, dry stone, only one
course visible.

Inverchaolain: Shielings at the top of the glen
NS 10190 78350 (18) Structure, 4 x 5m, just visible with flat
interior.
NS 09225 75469 (19) St Bridget’s Chapel and burial ground
appears as ditched enclosure with structure in the interior.
NS 09501 75777 (20) Lazy beds in field defined by banks as
shown on current OS map.
NS 09490 75841 (21) Bank, 0.75m high and 2m wide, as
shown on 1st Edition OS map.
NS 09801 76520 (22) Shieling, 5 x 5m, square with 0.5m
wide walls.
NS 10087 77084 (23) Millstone quarry.
NS 10202 76686 (24A) Bank, 0.5m high and 2m wide.
NS 10139 76644 (24B) Circular enclosure.
NS 10108 76591 (24C) Earth and stone bank
NS 09162 75804 (25) Sheepfold as shown on 1st Edition OS
map.
NS 09099 76104 (26) Square structure, 1.1 x 1.2m, single
course of stones.
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NS 09059 76411 (27) Enclosure bank.
NS 08700 76891 (28) Farmstead consisting of three buildings
and three enclosures.
NS 09960 76060 (29) Linear bank forming a shooting butt,
10m long and 1–2m high.
Recommendations are for the preservation in situ of all sites,
with the exception of the shooting butts (Sites 13 and 29) and
the fields with lazy bed cultivation (Sites 12 and 20).
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Mr E Thompson

Jura
Ardfin
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 48376 63484 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out on 26 September 2013 in advance of the development of a
new golf course. The following features were recorded.
NR 47122 64425 (1) Clearance cairn, 14 x 4m.
NR 47151 64419 (2) Earth and stone clearance cairn, 6-7m
diameter, 1m high.
NR 47005 64200 (3) A 10m long quarry face.
NR 74202 64132 (4) Dry stone wall, 2 x 1m, shooting butt.
NR 47011 64175 (5) A 10 x 10m quarry.
NR 46886 64043 (6) Earthen bank and lazy beds, 1.5m wide
and 0.70m high, oriented NW–SE.
NR 47247 63217 (7) Pier consisting of two cobble walls, 1m
high by 0.8m wide, with a narrow entrance.
NR 74502 63320 (8) A single cup mark, which appears to be
modern.
NR 47639 63703 (9) Shooting butt, V-shaped, 1.5 x 1.9m long
and 0.5m high.
NR 47808 64013 (10) Earth and stone bank, 0.3m high and
1m wide.
NR 48133 63830 (11) Possible kiln barn, consisting of 4.5m
diameter circle of dry stone walls, up to 0.5m high and 0.9m
wide.
NR 47941 63908 (12) Quarry, 8 x 12m.
NR 47794 63909 (13) Earth and stone enclosure, with 2m
wide and 1m high walls.
NR 47712 63971 (14) Clearance cairn, 2 x 2m and 0.3m high.
NR 47738 63270 (15) Large clearance cairn, 6 x 7m and 1m
high.
NR 47773 63288 (16) Clearance cairn, 4 x 4m and 0.7m high.
NR 47696 63192 (17) A natural cave, with series of low walls
(one stone high) located on flat ground outside. Possible pen
4 x 3m.
NR 48168 63304 (18) A dry stone wall located between
natural outcrops.
NR 48182 63328 (19) C-shaped structure set against cliff
edge, with a dry stone wall, 3 x 3m, appears modern. On
seaward side two walls (1m long and 4m long) enclose a
structure between two natural outcrops.
NR 48687 63406 (20) Cave, linear, natural. Entrance blocked
by modern earthworks associated with construction of a new
pier.
NR 48664 63524 (21) Clearance cairns.
NR 48992 63478 (22) Clearance cairn.
NR 49147 63427 (23) A number of clearance cairns.
NR 49220 63392 (24) Clearance cairn.
NR 49241 63380 (25) Clearance cairn.
NR 49342 63338 (26) Bank 0.75m high and 2m wide,
oriented N–S.
NR 49753 62960 (27) Burial cairn with cist, 5.8 x 4.8m,
central cobble cist 1 x 1m, robbed.
NR 49869 62962 (28) Earth and stone bank, 0.50m high and
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1m wide, oriented NE–SW.
NR 49759 63181 (29) Earth and stone bank, 0.50m high and
2m wide, oriented E–W.
NR 49537 63313 (30) Clearance cairn.
NR 49555 63677 (31) Large area of field clearance.
NR 49320 63849 (32) Clearance cairn.
NR 48614 63509 (33) Clearance cairn.
NR 47853 63300 (34) Clearance cairn.
NR 47827 63265 (35) Clearance cairn.
Recommendations are for the preservation in situ of all sites,
with the exception of the shooting butts, quarries, a modern
structure (Site 19) and the modern cup mark (Site 8).
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Ardfin Estate

any future excavation may reveal their age and function.
Archive: Kilmartin Museum (intended)
Report OASIS, RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Tarbert and Skipness Community Trust

Kilchoman
Low Nerabus
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 22580 55105 A watching brief was carried out, 15–16
April 2013, in advance of the construction of a single house.
A spread of probable occupation material associated with
two postholes, two shallow linear gullies and two pit hearths
were fully excavated. Finds included 15 flint flakes and two
pebble polishers. A 19th-century cobble track and an area of
cobble that may have been used as a haystack base were also
recorded. A radiocarbon date on willow from the occupation
deposit dates the prehistoric activity to the Late Mesolithic,
7194–7069 cal BC.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs McDiarmid

Ardfin: Robbed out burial cairn, with fine view out over the Sound
of Jura

Kilbrandon and Kilchattan
Ardmaddy Castle
Walkover survey and watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 79073 16248 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out, March – July 2013, in advance of the construction of a
hydro-electric scheme on the Ardmaddy Estate. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded. A
watching brief was then undertaken during the excavation of a
pipe trench and groundworks associated with the construction
of a powerhouse. The ground where the powerhouse is to be
located was made up from rubble derived from the demolished
Neo-Jacobethan wing of Ardmaddy Castle. This wing was
demolished in 1976. Two probable pits were excavated in the
pipe trench. A piece of roof slate from one indicates that they
are no older than the 18th century. A single piece of flint was
recovered from the base of 0.6m of brown silt colluvium.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Ardmaddy Estate

Tarbert Castle
Desk-based assessment, survey and excavation
Roddy Regan – Kilmartin Museum
NR 86760 68717 The community survey undertaken at Tarbert
Castle in February 2013 has recorded details of the upstanding
remains. While few new features came to light during the
survey within the castle walls, an area to the S of the inner
bailey had several faint traces of ditches or enclosures. As yet,
it is not known whether these are associated with the use of
the castle or with the possible medieval burgh. A geophysical
survey was also undertaken within and around the castle, by
Northlight Heritage Archaeology. This hinted at the presence
of buried features in same area and focusing on this area during

Shepherd’s Cottage
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 21559 63225 A watching brief was undertaken, 14
January – 3 July 2013, during topsoil stripping in advance
of development. Over 100 lithics were recovered from the
ploughsoil, the top of the natural and from deposits within
two structures, although these are not believed to be primary
contexts. The E ends of two sub-rectangular structures were
excavated. The W ends ran under their respective baulks and
thus outside the area of disturbance. The sub-rectangular
structures were 7m and 5.25m wide respectively externally
and 3.5m and 3m wide internally, both were oriented E–W.
The walls were made of sand with an internal stone revetment
and posts within the main bulk of the wall, some of which
were supported on slate post-pads. The floor of each structure
was sunken. Both structures had a pit hearth. Peat appears to
have been the main fuel in the larger structure and wood in
the smaller. One structure had a floor deposit rich in midden
material, and the other had a floor of burnt turf, thought to
be remnants of the original roof. Craggan ware was recovered
from both structures, as was a small assemblage of stone
polishers and a broken slate whetstone. An iron knife with
an iron scalloped handle was recovered from the base of a
posthole in one of the structures.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Brooke

Kilchoman/Killarow and Kilmeny
Islay Power Supply Refurbishment
Walkover survey and watching briefs
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
Walkover surveys were undertaken at various locations on
Islay, 17–19 June 2012, in advance of the refurbishment of
sections of the island’s power supply. The principal stretches
were: Bowmore to Port Charlotte (NR 3204 6024 – NR
2470 5770), Ballinaby to Saligo (NR 2218 6705 – NR 2100
5628), around An Sidhean (NR 2638 6655 – NR 2465), and
around Foreland (NR 2516 6455 – NR 2748 6358). Smaller
investigations were centred on NR 1685 5200 and NR 1970
5295, near Portnahaven.
Two previously unrecorded sites were encountered. At NR
30228 62815, a short distance W of Blackrock, is a small area
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of lazy beds. At NR 24920 58051, in a pasture field on the edge
of Port Charlotte is a low, circular mound completely grassed
over and measuring c8–9m across and 0.4m high. Its summit is
slightly dished, perhaps indicating that its interior is filled with
collapsed walling although this could not be verified.
Watching briefs were undertaken, 18 September 2012 –
31 January 2013 during the excavation of three trenches
to accommodate new underground power cables and pole
trenches for overhead lines. Most of the underground cable
between Bowmore and Port Charlotte was laid using a mole
plough which cuts a narrow furrow, lays the cable and backfills
the trench with minimal ground disturbance. Watching
briefs were carried out at two short stretches on this line, at
Bruichladdich and Braibruich, where open trenching was
employed in areas where several prehistoric findspots have
been identified.
NR 26345 61433 – NR 26210 61175 Bruichladdich A trench
c330m long was excavated to the rear of the Bruichladdich
Distillery. Initially, a 4m wide strip of topsoil was cleared before
the cable trench, 0.7m wide and 1m deep, was cut through the
centre of the strip. The trench contained 0.2–0.3m of topsoil
and underlying glacial till.
NR 25887 60040 – NR 25599 59589 Braibruich A trench
c630m long was excavated through fields to the immediate N
of the A847 road between Bruichladdich and Port Charlotte.
Topsoil was stripped along a width of 5m before the 0.7m
wide and 1m deep cable trench was cut. The trench contained
0.2–0.3m of topsoil and underlying glacial till.
NR 25380 66750 – NR 24858 66410 An Sidhean An
underground cable was inserted between overhead lines at
Grulinmore and the former Kilchoman Schoolhouse. The
cable trench ran along the N side of the B8017 through part
of a prehistoric and pre-Improvement landscape known as
An Sidhean, which is a scheduled ancient monument. This
area contains the remains of eight hut circles, field banks and
clearance cairns, probably dating from the Late Bronze Age,
as well as traces of rig and furrow agriculture of probable postmedieval date. The cable trench, c700m long, 0.7–1m wide
and 1m deep, cut through the sparse remains of two earth
and stone banks, at NR 25199 66607 and NR 25045 66511. The
trench skirted around a low mound, measuring 5 x 3m, at NR
24945 66454. The latter did not appear to be a field clearance
cairn or a glacial feature and could be a burial mound.
NR 27273 63045 – NR 26563 64208 Foreland The excavation
of 24 new pole trenches was monitored to the W of Foreland
House, in an area where burial cists were uncovered in the
1920s. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
NR 29404 63315 Uiskenie A watching brief was undertaken
during the excavation of a trench for a replacement pole, which
stood very close to a prehistoric standing stone (NR26SE 2).
Nothing of archaeological significance was recorded.
NR 33136 60618 Gartmain A replacement pole was inserted
c130m NE of the site of the early chapel and burial ground
of Cill a’ Bhuilg, a scheduled ancient monument. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive and report: RCAHMS, Historic Scotland and WoSAS
Funder: SSE

Kilchrenan and Dalavich
Balliemeanoch A, C and D
Walkover surveys
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 0473 1990 – NN 0428 2036, NN 0237 1736 – NN 0139 1690
and NN 0196 1611 – NN 0114 1608 Walkover surveys were
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undertaken on 2 August 2013 along the proposed routes of
three hydro-electric schemes (A, C and D), near Balliemeanoch
Farm on the E side of Loch Awe. The only features of interest
recorded were the remains of several field boundaries of preand post-improvement ages and a clearance cairn at NN 01554
16121, probably associated with a nearby small level field in an
otherwise steep hillside on Scheme D.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Wemyss Renewables Ltd

Blarghour Farm
Walkover survey and watching brief
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NM 9975 1345 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out by Jennifer Robertson (2008) and Fiona Baker (2011)
prior to construction of a hydro-electric scheme. A watching
brief was then undertaken during development in 2013. All
sites, with the exception of one stone and turf dyke, were
avoided by the development. A 7.2m long stretch of single
faced dyke and associated drainage ditch was cut through at
NN 00292 13390.
NM 9975 1345 (centred on) A township and field system
consisting of the features listed below:
NM 9965 1327 – NM 9988 1370 Stone wall.
NM 9975 1340 Enclosure.
NM 9960 1358 – NM 9988 1340 Track.
NM 9977 1327 – NN 0008 1358 Drain.
NM 9992 1314 – NM 9997 1335 Stone wall.
NN 0055 1317 – NN 0045 1348 Wall/earthen dykes.
NM 9975 1341 House (occupied).
NM 9984 1343 House.
NM 9986 1343 House.
NM 9986 1343 – NM 9983 1341 Wall.
NM 9986 1346 House.
NM 9984 1347 House and two clearance cairns.
NM 9986 1347 – NM 9988 1348 Wall.
NM 9989 1347 House.
NM 9989 1345 and NM 9994 1358 Track.
NM 9993 1351 Corn drying kiln.
NM 9996 1344 – NM 9999 1348 Rig and furrow (unenclosed
field).
NM 9992 1343 House.
NM 9994 1339 House.
NN 0001 1336 – NN 0009 1340 Path.
NM 99858 13513 Platform.
NM 99873 13256 Clearance cairn.
NM 99872 13541 Clearance cairn.
NN 0149 1373 Track.
NN 0295 1305 Shieling.
NN 01082 13646 Peat hags.
NN 00900 13485 Platform at peat hags.
NN 005 133 (centred on) A field system of rig and furrow
covers the area between a head dyke and settlement remains.
NN 00295 13386 – NN 00487 13188 A head dyke runs from
a dyke at NN 00295 13386 to NN 00557 13396, where it is cut
with a farm track, through NN 00606 13298, a junction with a
dyke, and terminates at NN 00487 13188.
NN 00606 13298 – NN 00594 13162 Head dyke and field
enclosure.
NN 00600 13230 (centred on) A field of enclosed rig and
furrow.
NN 00257 13442 – NN 00235 13217 A stone and turf dyke
runs from NN 00257 13442 to a junction with a dyke at NN
00223 13254 and ends at NN 00235 13217.
NN 00276 13249 Corn drying kiln.
NN 00248 13273 Corn drying kiln.
NN 00241 13252 Corn drying kiln.
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NN 00223 13254 – NN 0038 1412 Stone and turf dyke runs
NW from a junction with a dyke at NN 00223 13254; it is cut
by a farm track at NN 00089 13398 and ends at NN 0038 1412.
NN 0007 1381 Cairns, dykes and stony spreads.
NM 99828 13411 Corn drying kiln.

Archive: FAS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Blarghour Farm

Kilfinan
Claddie Cottage
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 91511 74790 A watching brief was carried out on 2 August
2013 during the construction of a house extension. A single
posthole and an earthen and stone bank from the late 18th or
early 19th century were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Rankin

Dalmuneasaig or Doire nan Caorach
Settlement
David Dorren and Nina Henry
At NR 9458 8046, on the N bank of a small burn that runs
to the SW into the Strone Burn, is a group of four low, very
degraded and overgrown dry stone house remains. They are
in a line close together and have long axes NE–SW, parallel to
the burn. The site lies 1.2 km S of Strone Farm and is outside
the N edge of the forestry plantation that contains the ruined
Doire nan Caorach settlement 300m to the SSW. Owing to the
severe degradation the measurements given for the structures
are approximate. From NE to SW they are:
A. Rectangular, 6 x 4m, consisting of a single layer of stones.
B. Sub-rectangular or oval, on the edge of the burn, 6–7m long
and 2m wide. Immediately outside on the SW is a knocking
stone. C. Rectangular, 14 x 4m, with a possible subdivision.
Some stone walling can be traced but it is incomplete. D.
Rectangular, some stone, 8 x 5m.
The site is absent from the OS 6” map of 1873. In The
History of Cowal (A Brown 1908) are settlements listed as
Derinakerachmore and Derinakerachbeg. The larger site within
the forestry is named on the 6” map as Doire nan Caorach, so
we may identify it as Doire nan Caorach Mhor and this site,
Dalmuneasaig, as Doire nan Caorach Beag.
Doire nan Caorach
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
This settlement is in a forestry clearing on the E bank of the
Strone Burn where it runs N to S. In the vicinity of NR 94514
80105 is a group of nine rectangular dry stone buildings along
a NNE–SSW line. The OS 6" map of 1873 shows that most are
bordering the E side of a large enclosure. To the NE of them
it shows a rectangular structure with an attached yard and,
farther N, a smaller rectangular structure on the S bank of a
small burn. All these structures were identified, apart from
the large enclosure, whose location is within the forest and
has largely disappeared apart from a short remnant of its E
edge. We have labelled the structures A–I from S to N. Only
two structures, B and C, were shown as roofed on the 1865 6"
map, and are unroofed in the 1898 revision.
A and B form a long rectangular building of combined
length 16.7m and width 5.2m with A attached to the W side
of B. The orientation of the long axis is 300°. Internally A
is 12.3m long and B 3.8m. Both are substantially built. The
walls of A are 0.9m wide and they stand up to 2m high at the
W end and up to 0.8m elsewhere. The walls of B are narrower

at 0.6m and stand up to 2.5m high. A has a possible entrance
in the middle of the N wall. B has a doorway at the N end
of the E wall, with the N wall extending out an additional
0.2m. There is no communication between A and B. This, the
different wall widths of A and B and the fact that B was still
roofed in 1865, suggest that B may have been a later addition.
A 9m section of the 0.2m wide enclosure wall connects
the E end of B to the 30.7m structure oriented cN–S at 30°
that consists of three houses or compartments C, D and E in
a line from S to N, with D the longest. Internally, C, D and
E measure respectively 5.6m, 15.7m and 5.8m. Their widths
are from 5.3–5.6m with wall widths 0.7m throughout. D and E
communicate by a doorway in their common wall, and E has a
1m wide doorway to the outside in the centre of its shorter N
wall. There is no door between C and D but their common wall
has a window in the W side, and there is a niche or cupboard
on the E side within D.
F is 7m N of E and at 90° to it, with its long axis roughly E–W.
It measures 15.0 x 6.2m externally. The front S wall is largely
destroyed, but the rest of the building is better preserved. The
E wall stands to 2.4m and may have had a chimney. The W
wall is 3m high and has a small central window 0.4m square
c1m above ground level.
G is 4m W of F, 5.2 x 4m with long axis at 300°, it is a much
tumbled building with walls up to 1.2m high and 0.7m wide.
H is a larger building 18m N of F, 10.8 x 5.6m with long axis
E–W. The walls survive up to 2.8m high and there is a 1m wide
entrance at the S end of the W short wall. Attached to it on the
E and S sides is a large yard bounded by a dyke extending 10m
out from the E wall.
I is a small low structure NW of H on the S bank of a small
burn. It measures 5.6m N–S by 4.1m E–W with a central door
in the S wall. The walls are 0.5m wide and up to 0.7m high.
There is an enclosure across the burn.

Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon
Bishop’s House
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 28696 24250 A watching brief was carried out, 5 November
2012 – 9 January 2013, during the construction of an extension
to Bishop’s House. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Island Retreats Ltd

Iona Abbey
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NM 286 245 (centred on) A series of minor interventions were
monitored between November 2012 and May 2013. These were
primarily associated with the construction of a new visitor
centre at the SW entrance to the site. Other work included
minor survey and standing building recording programmes at
Columba’s Shrine and the Road of the Dead.
NM 2865 2452 Columba’s Shrine A trench measuring 3.80m
x 1.98m was excavated to record the surviving paved surface,
previously recorded in this small ruinous building, currently
covered by modern infill. This surface included a recumbent
cross slab, subsequently lifted for conservation and display.
The excavation confirmed that the paving was intact and
generally set within a clay-rich bedding deposit. There was
some evidence of another, possibly earlier, fragmentary paved
surface to the N and S of the cross slab. The W doorway and
W-facing elevation were also recorded.
NM 2860 2450 Road of the Dead A small trench was
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excavated over the line of the cobbled roadway at its S end.
The trench (2.0 x 0.8m) recorded a surface consisting of large,
water-rounded red granite boulders. The full width of the road
was not confirmed, but it was partially sealed (on the W) by a
deposit of ploughsoil.
NM 2871 2455 Cross settings in the Infirmary Two small
trenches (1.3 x 1.3m) were dug through post-1964 infill at the
W end of the infirmary.
NM 2856 2448 Signage, drainage and hard standing
Only two drainage trenches, running parallel to, and E of,
the boundary dyke at the SW entrance, reached greater
than 200mm. They measured 5.25m x 550mm and 8.50m x
400mm. Both were dug to a depth of c500mm and revealed a
deep deposit of cultivated soils, below modern landscaping
and services. The cultivated soils were c200mm deep, sealing
a series of truncated cuts, associated with a crude metalled
surface (unexcavated). The cultivation horizon is probably
19th- to early 20th-century in date.
NM 2857 2447 Soakaway The removal of an existing
soakaway, to the E of the ticket office, exposed a 2.0 x 1.1m and
0.9m deep area. The area contained a 200mm deep deposit
relating to modern landscaping, over a 300mm deep cultivated
soil horizon, overlying a truncated horizon with cut features
(none excavated).
NM 2856 2448 Access gate construction Two small post
settings, each 0.4 x 0.4m, were dug at the SW entrance to
the site. A crude cobbled surface was recorded at a depth of
160mm.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Iona Overhead Line
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 28545 24560 A watching brief was undertaken on 20
March 2013 during the excavation of a trench for a new
transformer pole on an overhead power line near the McLeod
Centre and c130m W of Iona Abbey. The large pole trench
cut through materials disturbed during the installation of the
original pole. A smaller trench for a cable joint cut through a
thin layer of topsoil which sat directly on glacial till.
Archive and report: Historic Scotland, RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: SSE

Kilvickeon Church and burial ground, looking NW
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Kilvickeon Church, near Bunessan
Standing building recording
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NM 41199 19622 Pre-conservation photographic and measured
surveys were carried out of Kilvickeon Church, on 19 March
2013, to provide a baseline record of the monument’s present
condition. This chapel is one of the seven medieval parish
churches on Mull, and was probably dedicated to Ernan, son
of Eoghan, a nephew of St Columba. It was in use until 1804,
when a new church was built at Bunessan. The N and S walls
are still standing to near roof height and the entrance to the
church is intact. Above the doorway, the chapel still bears an
intriguing, though worn, symbolic stone carving interpreted
as a ‘sheela-na-gig’.
Archive: RoCAS and RCAHMS (intended). Report: OASIS and WoSAS
Funder: Addison Conservation + Design

Martyr’s Bay, Iona
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NM 2846 2387 A gradiometry and resistance survey was
undertaken, 6–11 January 2013, on two fields to the SW of
the village on Iona. The first survey, immediately to the S of
the nunnery, aimed to establish if structures associated with
the nunnery were located in this area. The second survey was
further S and covered an area of known burials at Martyr’s
Bay, which are associated with An Eala, a pronounced mound,
and Clad Nan Druineach, an 18th-century or possibly earlier
graveyard, which lies in the S of the survey area. This work
aimed to investigate the nature of the mound, and identify
further burials, their limits, and any other remains.
The survey data from the field to the S of the nunnery was
dominated by anomalies of presumed natural and modern
origin. However, a cluster of linear trends in the resistance
data and curvilinear anomalies in the gradiometer data may
be of archaeological interest.
The resistance survey of the second area identified several
anomalies. A curving high resistance anomaly suggests a kerb
or revetment surrounding An Eala. Anomalies suggestive of
possible burials/cists were detected in the S of the survey
area, and these may indicate an extension to the graveyard.
Several more ephemeral anomalies were also noted, including
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The measured survey of Torran Lochdarach
a possible structure.

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Torran Lochdarach Township, Mull
Survey
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 47207 24246 A survey was carried out, 2 January – 30 June
2013, of Torran Lochdarach, which is part of the ancient farm
of Torrans. Sometime before 1509 the farm was split into three:
Torranbeg, Torran Uachdarach and Torran Lochdarach (Little,
Upper and Lower Torran). Extensive dry stone dykes were
built, one of which bisects the township. The buildings closest
to this dyke have been robbed. Those at a greater distance
retain most of their tumbled stonework. All the buildings
were of dry stone, rubble construction, with rounded corners
externally and squared corners internally. They have 0.7–0.9m
wide walls.
House TOR 4.3.1 On the NW side of a modern forestry fence
are the remains of a building measuring c10m x 4m, with either
an outshot or an internal division 2.5m from the W end. Two
to three courses of stone survive in most sections.
TOR 4.3.2-5 Two springs, the remains of a dyke and
unidentified structures were located in this area.
TOR 4.3.6-11 This group of six buildings and one enclosure,
situated on high ground, is separated from the remainder of the
township by a dry stone dyke, which post dates the township.
The majority of the stone from these structures may have been
used to construct the dyke.
TOR 4.3.12-26 This area constitutes the main part of the
settlement, and contains ten buildings, the majority of which
were probably houses. Three enclosures and the remains of
several unidentifiable structures were also recorded.
TOR 4.3.27-30 This group of three buildings and one
enclosure lies to the S of a small mound. The buildings have
been robbed and the 0.8–0.9m wide walls can only be seen
in a few locations. Running SW–NE below these buildings,
and skirting the stream and adjacent boggy ground, are the
remains of a stone dyke.
Additional structures Three buildings are shown to the

W of an enclosure (TOR4.3.26) on an estate map of 1819. No
trace of these buildings now remains.
Archive: RCAHMS and PPHA

Victoria Cottage, Iona
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 28627 24206 A watching brief was carried out on 17
June 2013 during the construction of an extension to Victoria
Cottage. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Mr and Mrs Dougall

Killarow and Kilmeny
East Islay Mesolithic Project (EIMP) – Rubha Port an
t-Seilich, Islay
Excavation
Steven Mithen and Karen Wicks – University of Reading
NR 43035 67449 Site evaluation by test pitting, carried out by
a team from the University of Reading in 2010, indicated the
presence of a complex sequence of stratified archaeological
deposits situated on a coastal terrace at Rubha Port an t-Seilich.
Black organic-rich horizons exposed in the test pits were shown
to contain dense concentrations of chipped stone artefacts
similar in form to those ascribed to the Mesolithic narrow-blade
industries found in western Scotland. Six radiocarbon dates
obtained from single entity fragments of charred hazelnut
shell (Beta-288425, 7010±50BP; BP; Beta-288424, 7540±40BP;
Beta-288428, 7660±40BP; Beta-288423, 7820±40BP; Beta288426, 8230±40BP and Beta-288427, 8240±40BP) indicate
that inferred human activity at the site is amongst the earliest
known for western Scotland, occurring between c9000–7700
cal BP. Excavation of a slot trench (1 x 27m) positioned across
the centre of the terrace was undertaken in August 2013, with
the principle aims of resolving the stratigraphic relationship
of the organic-rich horizons and to obtain associated material
suitable for radiocarbon dating. A multi-phase hearth-like
structure, along with caches of elongated stone tools and raw
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View of the slot trench on the coastal terrace at Rubha Port an t-Seilich, overlooking the Sound of Jura with the Paps as a backdrop
materials, were encountered in association with the black
organic-rich horizons containing Mesolithic cultural remains.
Deposits were systematically sampled and wet sieved on-site,
generating substantial quantities of chipped and coarse stone
artefacts, charred plant remains and burnt bone.
Archive: Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte, Islay
Funder: University of Reading

Kilmartin
Meall a’ Bhreathain
Field visit
Paul Brown and Barbara Brown
NM 82749 01128 A search was carried out in 2013 for the cupand ring-marked gritstone slab that was first reported in 1961,
by Marion Campbell and published by WB Morris in 1977. The
landscape has been devastated by rigorous forestry operations,
and little can be seen in an area affected by continuous
plantation clearance, deep ploughing and drainage channels,
associated with the planting of new trees. Despite an intensive
search, using the known GPS coordinates the site was not
located.
However, a new site was located, at NM 82749 01128, in
dense forestry at the N end of the plantation, close to the linear
ridge of Druim Buidhe. Seven cups of various sizes (40–90mm
in diameter) have been pecked onto the top section of a large
moss-covered gritstone boulder (2.2 x 1.5 x 1.0m), together
with the possible remains of an additional cup, which appears
as a much weathered hollow on its S-facing section.
Nether Largie Standing Stone
Excavation
Roddy Regan – Kilmartin Museum
NM 83650 01728 The discovery of a large flat stone on
Carnassarie Farm led to an evaluation and subsequent
excavation of the site. This work, in June 2012, revealed that
the stone was one of three, which had originally covered an
intact cist structure. The excavation of the cist revealed it was
well constructed within a pit cut into the natural rock. The cist
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contained no apparent burial or artefacts that might suggest
grave goods. The two flints recovered came from relatively
high up in the fill sequence, and it is unlikely they represent
original placed objects. The absence of an obvious burial
or even organic staining within the lower cist fills possibly
indicates the absence or disturbance of any primary burial,
although any such burial may have completely degraded.
The two smaller cist covering stones did appear to have been
slightly displaced and this might suggest later disturbance, as
does the presence of a post-medieval pottery sherd within the
upper fill. However, the upper disturbance could be attributed
to later agricultural activity (given the nearby rig and furrow)
rather than deliberate robbing.
Despite the lack of a body the cist is an important discovery
adding to the picture of prehistoric activity along the higher
slopes N of Kilmartin Glen. The cist, along with the nearby
burial cairns and cup-marked rocks, suggest an important
landscape in the prehistoric period. The cist overlooks some
of the more spectacular monuments in the Kilmartin Glen
area, including Carn Ban, the Carnassarie standing stones
and nearby cairn, while also enjoying expansive views over
Kilmartin Glen and its linear cairn cemetery. That most of
the above monuments are associated with the dead, or retain
some form of ancestor memory, tends to suggest the location
for this burial cist was carefully chosen.
Archive: Kilmartin Museum. Report: OASIS, RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: The Craigend Trust

Nether Largie Standing Stone
Excavation
Roddy Regan – Kilmartin Museum
NR 8282 9760 An outlying stone of The Nether Largie Standing
Stone group collapsed in the autumn of 2012. A programme
of work was undertaken, March–April 2013, to investigate the
stone pit and reinstate the stone. The excavation recorded an
oval pit, which had been packed with stones around the base
of the stone on the E side. The lack of packing on the S side of
the pit may have allowed the stone to lean and ultimately fall
in this direction. Apart from the packing stones, no artefacts
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were recovered from the original fill of the pit. The stone was
reinstated on 17 May 2013. Two groups of previously unnoticed
cup marks were noted on the original W side of the stone. A
group of three at its base and three eroded cups on its upper
face.
Archive: Kilmartin Museum. Report: OASIS, RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: The Craigend Trust and Historic Scotland

Kilmichael Glassary
A’Chruach, Kilmichael Forest
Walkover survey
Dan Atkinson – WA Heritage
NR 92800 98710, NR 93910 98900, NR 97280 98440, NR 97330
97750 and NR 93870 96640 A walkover survey was carried
out, 25 June – 14 September 2012, in advance of a wind farm
development. A significant number of previously unrecorded
sites (27) were located during the surveys, including a number
of dry stone and turf dykes, small cairns, shieling huts, and
an upstanding dry stone compartmented enclosure. A further
large enclosure, probably associated with the croft to the NW
of the study area, and a boulder-built linear feature revetting
the E bank of the River Add tributary downstream of the croft,
were also identified. Additionally, a peat cutting or possible
hut platform, to the NE of a standing stone and a turf dyke to
the S of the shieling complex were recorded.
The cultural heritage features in the survey area mostly
relate to agricultural activity, particularly stock control and
summer pasturing, and probably date to the post-medieval
period onwards. However, the standing stone may indicate
potential for earlier prehistoric human activity in the valley.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Infinis Wind

Ederline
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 90789 04409 – NM 90260 04069 A watching brief was
carried out during the excavation of a 1m deep trench for an
underground power cable near Finchairn on the SE shore of
Loch Awe. The trench, which was c600m long, cut through
a farm track and across a pasture field, much of which was
waterlogged. It passed close to outcrops of bedrock upon
which groups of prehistoric rock carvings have been identified
and terminated a short distance from Finchairn burial cairn.
Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered in
the trench, although the remains of a hitherto unrecorded
rectangular building were noted on the summit of one of the
rock outcrops. This building measured c11 x 4m internally.
Nearby, on the summit, were several possible circular
structures, each c5m across, although vegetation cover made
it difficult to interpret them.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: SSE

Kilmore and Kilbride
Cleigh Mill
Watching brief and evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 88146 25630 A watching brief and evaluation were carried
out, 9 August – 25 October 2012, on land E of Cleigh Mill during
topsoil stripping in advance of a small housing development.
One Bronze Age kerb cairn and a pit were fully excavated; a
second kerb cairn was discovered and provision made for its
preservation in situ. A mill lade was evaluated to ascertain
its character. The kerb cairn was built over a funerary pyre, a

shallow scoop being dug into the ashes of the pyre and lined
with rounded cobbles. A thin deposit of ‘primary’ ash was
collected and placed at the base of the cobble cist and then
covered by two large flat capstones and a rounded cobble. A
secondary burial contained within silt-rich organic matter was
then placed on top of the capstone with some of the material
appearing to have been forced into the gap between the
capstone and the edging stones. A piece of the bone dated to
1541–1437 cal BC. Cobbles were then placed over and around
the cist concentrically to cover the extent of the funerary pyre.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Private client

Dunbeg
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 87524 33833 An 8% evaluation was carried out, 12–13 June
2013, on a parcel of land (Area 3) in advance of a proposed
housing development. An 18th-/19th-century peat/turf bank
was sectioned in two places, but there were no other finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: West Highland Housing Association Ltd

Dunollie
Casual find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NM 85 31 Bronze socketed axehead said to have been found
near Dunollie near Oban in the 1920s or 1930s (Schmidt, PK
and Burgess, CB The axes of Scotland and northern England,
Munich). Their catalogue no. 1053 refers to this axehead
but simply gives the provenance as ‘Scotland’. The axehead
belongs to the so-called Portree type, named after a find
from Skye. Although the overall distribution of axeheads of
this type is quite widespread, the Dunollie find reinforces a
concentration in the Western Highlands, notably in Skye,
and in the Hebrides. Formerly on loan to Dumfries Museum
and subsequently NMS, the axehead was claimed as Treasure
Trove (TT 126/12) to resolve the issue of ownership, and it has
now been allocated to Kilmartin Museum.
Kilbride Kirkyard
Survey
Bob Irving
NM 85694 25705 A graveyard survey, including a condition
and measured survey of the gravestones, is being undertaken
as an Adopt-a-Monument and Dunollie Preservation Trust
project. The graveyard, which is enclosed by a rubble stone
wall, consists of three areas: The first is the original burial isle
where the chiefs of the Clan MacDougal have been buried since
1737. It is within an enclosure, which was built in 1786; and the
roofless remains of the 18th-century church (1706) are located
2m N of the burial isle. The second is the current MacDougall
Burial Isle. The third is the public graveyard, which has been
in use since the medieval period. The graveyard is on two
levels; a W elevated area, and a lower E area, which contains
the ruin of the kirk and burial isles.
A total of 200 gravestones have been recorded to date,
and the possible locations of an additional 20 horizontal
gravestones identified. The majority of the gravestones
date to AD 1770–1910. The ornamented Western Highlands
Gravestones consist of horizontal carved slabs of sandstone,
schist and slate, probably date to the 14th–16th century, and
provide examples of the Loch Awe, Iona and possibly Kintyre
schools of carving. The slate, used for several of the medieval
horizontal grave slabs, is thought to have come from the
local quarries at Easdale and Ballachulish. Remedial work is
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required to prevent several gravestones and slabs, which are
located on the edge of steep slopes in the upper level, from
toppling.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Musdale
Walkover survey
Dan Atkinson and John McCarthy – WA Heritage
NM 938 222 A walkover survey was carried out, 2–4 April
2013, in advance of the proposed construction of a wind farm.
All eight known cultural heritage assets within the proposed
development areas were located and visited. One previously
unrecorded feature, a pair of adjacent 19th-century structures
on opposite sides of a track, were also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Terence O’Rourke Ltd

Kilninian and Kilmore
Ardnacross
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 54151 48901 A walkover survey was undertaken in
September 2013 in advance of the construction of a hydroelectric scheme. The following features were recorded.
NM 54600 48936 (1) Clearance cairn (4 x 3m) Rounded
boulders.
NM 54593 48942 (2) Clearance cairn (7 x 3m).
NM 54587 48946 (3) Clearance cairn (5 x 9m).
NM 54475 48922 (4) A stone and earth dyke, 0.5 high and
1.5m wide, one section runs parallel to a burn and the other
runs down to a burn.
NM 54209 48893 (5) An earth and stone bank, 1m high and
1.5m wide, runs N–S from a natural ridge down to a curve, and
then runs along the top of a natural ridge, enclosing a field
with lazy beds.
NM 54152 48900 (6) A twinning pen is set against a natural
rock outcrop, it has a low dry stone wall on two sides, and
measured 1.6 x 1.9m externally and 0.5 x 0.8m internally.
NM 54166 48841 (7) Lazy bed cultivation, runs to a burn.
NM 54107 48848 (8) A clearance cairn built of rounded
cobbles is located on the edge of a field.
NM 54103 48838 (9) An earthen bank, 0.5m high and 1.5m
wide, oriented N–S runs into a clearance cairn.
NM 54061 48802 (10) An earth and stone bank, runs next to
a burn and then heads W.
NM 54067 48876 (11) A stone and earth dyke, which runs
next to and across a burn, 0.5m high and 1m wide, oriented
N–S.
NM 53802 49036 (12) Clearance cairn 2 x 3m and 0.1m high.
NM 53641 49145 (13) A dry stone wall located next to a
burn, 0.5m high and 0.8m wide.
NM 53752 49116 (14) A clearance cairn 4 x 3m and 0.3m
high.
NM 53846 49050 (15) A grass covered clearance cairn, 10 x
3m, located on a ridge of grass covered rock.
NM 53853 49056 (16) A grass covered clearance cairn, 3 x
2m.
NM 53948 49000 (17) A probable 18th-century track runs
roughly parallel to a burn, 2m wide and up to 0.5m deep and
partially stone lined, it fords burns that run down from the S.
NM 53986 49002 (18) A large clearance cairn, 4 x 5m, is set
against a natural ridge and within a palaeochannel.
NM 54049 48984 (19) A clearance cairn 3 x 4m and 0.5m
high.
NM 54206 48866 (20) Lazy bed cultivation within an
enclosed field.
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NM 54280 48845 (21) A low platform, 5 x 6m, with a built
up northern edge, forms a level platform in a field. It may have
formed the base for a crop store.
NM 54362 48927 (22) A oval clearance cairn, 3 x 4m and
0.3m high.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Adrian Laycock Ltd

Baliscate Chapel, Mull
Excavation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 49695 54086 Baliscate Chapel is set on a natural terrace
in a small clearing in a spruce plantation on the lower slopes
of Coille Creag a’ Chait. Following the discovery of the site
by Hylda Marsh and Beverley Langhorn, initial recording by
the RCAHMS, and a three day excavation by the Time Team
(Wessex Archaeology), Mull Museum secured funding to
undertake a research and community excavation at the site.
This excavation was undertaken, 18 August – 1 October
2012, and was led by Argyll Archaeology. In addition to the
excavation a number of other chapel sites similar in character
to that at Baliscate were visited and recorded by volunteers
assisted by Argyll Archaeology.
The earliest evidence for human activity around Baliscate
comprises Neolithic and Bronze Age lithics which were
incorporated into early historic and medieval deposits
through the extensive use of turf as a building material. In the
Late Iron Age/Early Historic period a narrow slot trench was
dug to support some form of organic fencing, this truncated
earlier ard marks; the latter a remnant of plough cultivation.
The Early Historic fencing was dismantled and the empty slot
trench was backfilled with dumps of ash from turf and oak
fires which may have been used in metalworking. However,
latterly the material in the slot trench changed to that more
typical of domestic midden. Shortly after the backfilling of
the slot trench, the ground to the N was used as an Early
Historic Christian cemetery. This cemetery contained adults,
children and infants; the adults are likely to be brethren and
the children fostered from aristocratic families for religious
training. The cemetery lay within an earthen, timber and
stone fronted enclosure, the monastic vallum. Metalwork
continued to be made on site near to the cemetery. The
cemetery was either abandoned in the late 8th century or its
focus was moved to another location, which has not been
identified. A rectangular leacht and two potential cross
bases were probably erected in the 9th or 10th century. These
stations may have been located along a processional route
that circumnavigated the enclosure.
The site may have been abandoned between the 10th and 12th
century. In the second half of the 12th century a stone and turf,
bow-ended kiln barn was built and used to dry already cleaned
crops of barley and oats. The kiln comprised a stone-edged
kiln bowl with a stone lined long flue and a short secondary
flue. The kiln had a turf roof which caught fire when oats were
being dried and collapsed on top of the crop; the kiln was
never rebuilt.
In the late 13th or early 14th century a wattle and turf
structure with a stone and possible wooden sill beam
foundation was built adjacent to the rectangular leacht.
Barley was being stored in sacks placed up against the wattle
panelling when the building caught fire and collapsed. A short
time after the destruction of the wattle and turf building,
the ground was stripped of turf, levelled and a new stone
and turf rectangular structure was built with the E end lying
directly over the former wattle building. It is probable that the
leacht was extended at this period. The roof of the turf and
stone building was supported by squared timber posts. The
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structure was constructed for use as a chapel, being enclosed
within a sub-rectangular bank built in a very similar manner
to that employed for the chapel. However, the deposits within
this building are typical of domestic occupation and there
appears to be little regard for cleanness. Either the chapel
went out of use as a religious building shortly after it was
constructed (this might explain the domestic midden and
lack of associated burials) or because the parish priest’s visits
were so infrequent, it was also used for secular purposes. It is
probable that the kiln barn was renovated during this period
with the construction of internal stone divisions. The kiln
barn appears to have been used as a domestic dwelling with
the drying of grain for personal use over a fire as well as the
mending of iron objects. The main phase of medieval religious
and secular activity probably lasted around 100 years.
Occupation and the dumping of midden continued in the
chapel into the 16th century. Around the second half of the 16th
century the kiln barn was reused, perhaps for metalworking,
but it appears that the turf roof caught fire very soon after
its construction and collapsed into the structure. In the late
18th or early 19th century a small fire was built in the ruins
of the former kiln barn, but this was only used once or twice
before the site was again abandoned. In the late 18th/early 19th
century the chapel and the enclosure wall/bank were used as
a quarry for the adjacent sheep fank. A small bothy was then
built in one corner of the sheep fank. Finally, the bothy was
used for Victorian picnics.
Archive: Mull Museum
Funder: LEADER, Heritage Lottery fund, Mull Museum, Forestry
Commission Scotland, Mull and Iona Community Trust and Hunter
Archaeological and Historical Trust

Glenmore Farm, Kilmelford
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NM 841 111 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were carried out, January – February 2013,
in advance of a proposed woodland planting scheme. The area
covers c340ha of rough grazing land. The following 21 features
were recorded during the survey, plus numerous turf field
banks.
NM 82730 11894 (1) Possible enclosure.
NM 82988 12119 (2) Remains of possible settlement.
NM 82846 11603 (3) Stony cairn/clearance cairn.
NM 82949 11622 (4) Stone setting.
NM 83123 11562 (5) Adjacent turf linear banks.
NM 82712 11362 (6) Stony cairn/clearance cairn.
NM 82718 11349 (7) Stony cairn/clearance cairn.
NM 82874 11066 (8) Very small rectangular structure.
NM 82607 11029 (9) Rectangular structure.
NM 82575 11044 (10) Oval/oblong structure.
NM 82439 11340 (11) Possible rectangular structure.
NM 82477 11376 (12) Field clearance.
NM 82724 11953 (13) Area of quarrying.
NM 83279 11489 to NM 83219 11495 (14) Partially upstanding
stone wall.
NM 83288 11487 to NM 83283 11489 (15) Short section of
walling/revetting.
NM 82930 11005 (16) Possible area of quarrying/walling/
revetting.
NM 82885 11773 to NM 82886 11765 (17) Small turf linear
bank.
NM 82870 11762 to NM 82870 11769 (18) Small turf linear
bank.
NM 82799 11680 to NM 82793 11683 (19) Small turf linear
bank.
NM 85445 11049 (20) Modern walkers’ cairn.
NM 85508 11100 (21) Modern walkers’ cairn.
NM 84187 11826 – NM 89109 11820 (22) Small section of
turf/stone bank.
Archive: RCAHMS
Report: Forestry Commission Scotland and WoSAS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Lochgoilhead and Kilmorich

Baliscate community excavation, local school visit

Kilninver and Kilmelfort
East Kames, Kilmelford
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NM 817 114 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 24–28 January 2013, in advance of a proposed
development. A total of 14 trenches were excavated and these
recorded a c0.5m deep peat deposit overlying a gravelly or
clayey subsoil. The water table in this area, close to Loch
Melfort, was very high and raised beach deposits were
recorded in some areas.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr P Holder

Rest and Be Thankful
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 22980 07379 An evaluation of a large mound was carried
out on 30 September 2013 in advance of the construction of a
bus turning circle. The mound proved to be entirely natural
in origin.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Argyll and Bute Council

North Bute
Kilbride
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 03399 69223 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out in February 2013 in advance of a proposed woodland
planting scheme. The following features were recorded during
fieldwork.
NS 02932 69016 (1) An earth and stone bank, 2m wide and
2m high. It runs from a fence line in a SW–NE direction and
crosses a burn at NS 02940 69016.
NS 03483 69404 (2) A possible cup-marked boulder. The
55

ARGYLL AND BUTE

mark was oval, measured 60 x 50 x 20mm and was on a 0.4 x
0.8m schist erratic boulder.
NS 03458 68993 (3) An earth and stone bank, 1.5m wide
and 1m high. It runs N from a fence line, curves E at NS 03554
69162, and has branches off to the N at NS 03525 69204 and NS
03642 69168, the branches may form a sub-circular enclosure
NS 03584 69218 (4) A Bronze Age burial cairn, as described
by RCAHMS. It consists of two cists and a possible kerb cairn.
It shows signs of robbing/excavation.
NS 03588 69025 (5) A N–S running, 3m wide track, which
has been cut into a hill, may be 18th-century in date.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: UPM Tillhill

North Knapdale
Creag Mhadaidh
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 72435 79938 (centred on) A walkover survey was
carried out on 18 March 2013 in advance of tree felling. It
was established that the site of a previously recorded ‘burial
ground’ was probably in a field in the vicinity of a cross
marked slab (NR77NW 22). Other features recorded included:
NR 72120 79790 (1) A dry stone wall of irregular
construction, it is 0.7m wide, and runs NE–SW across a small
glen. 19th century.
NR 72398 79732 (2) A dry stone wall of irregular
construction, it is 0.75m high and 1m wide, and runs down
slope in E–W direction, ending at a cliff face. 17th–19th century.
NR 72547 80089 (3) Pitched roof, gabled ended structure
with small ‘door’ at N end, made of brick, stone and concrete,
0.65m high, 0.67 x 0.62m in plan. Set on N–S rocky ridge in
birch woodland. 19th century.
NR 72554 80102 (4) A beehive shaped folly, 0.65 x 0.60m
wide and 0.9m high, built of brick, stone and concrete. It has
an entrance on the E side and is set on a N–S oriented rocky
ridge in birch woodland. 19th century.
NR 72446 79905 (5) An oval dry stone structure, 8.5m E–W
and 7m N–S, which narrows at E end where there is a possible
entrance. The two courses of walling are 1.1m wide and 0.5m
high. It is set on an elevated level terrace in birch woodland.
?17th–19th century.
NR 72409 79869 (6) A single course, 0.5m wide and 0.4m
high, of curving wall defines the edge of a terrace. ?17th–19th
century.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Mrs Tuthill

Dun Mhuirich
Survey and excavation
Roddy Regan – Kilmartin Museum
NR 7228 8441 The second season of community work at
Dun Mhuirich, undertaken in June 2013, confirmed the
presence of a complex multi-phased site, and shone new light
on its development. A trench across the robbed out lower
enclosure wall revealed a deep sequence of occupation, with
layers returning artefacts from the early medieval through to
the post-medieval periods. Further excavation of the upper
enclosure revealed a cruck-framed structure at the SW of the
enclosure, this was modified or replaced when the two more
obvious structures that occupy the same enclosure were built,
probably sometime in the 15th century, the buildings were
then occupied until the mid–17th century. Outside the dun
enclosure, a trench examined a late midden at the base of
the escarpment, while another trench confirmed the size and
extent of a large rectangular structure lying outside the lower
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enclosure; little dating material was recovered. To the N of this
structure a newly recognised building was also investigated,
revealing a sequence of floors and hearths, separated by an
extensive burnt deposit, suggesting the building or at least the
roof had burnt down.
Archive: Kilmartin Museum
Report: Historic Scotland, OASIS, RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: The Craigend Trust, the Heritage Lottery Fund (Awards for
All) and Kilmartin Museum

Rothesay
Rothesay Castle
Excavation and watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 0878 6458 A watching brief was carried out on 27 June 2013
during the excavation of two trenches for new signs. The first
sign was placed in the castle courtyard, the second replaced
an existing sign on the top of the moat embankment E of the
Ticket Office. Two small test trenches were also opened in the
courtyard to test the depth of topsoil.
The areas exposed revealed that there are intact
archaeological horizons in the courtyard 280mm below
the current ground surface. Although the levelling material
above the in situ archaeological deposits seems to have been
introduced in modern times, the imported material appeared
to contain material of much older date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

South Knapdale
Crear Burn
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 72338 67206 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out in May 2013 along the proposed route of a pipeline and
feeder ditch associated with a hydro-electric scheme. A total
of seven features of archaeological or historical significance,
including banks and rig and furrow cultivation, were
recorded.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Ormsary Farmers

Crinan Canal, Ardrishaig
Watching brief
Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NR 85280 85260 A watching brief was carried out, 2–16 July
2013, during ground-breaking works associated with the
installation of a pumping station alongside Sea Lock 1 on
the Crinan Canal. All modern surfaces were recorded, and
an earlier surface of the breakwater, exposed to the N of the
Old Sea Lock Office, was recorded and shown not to extend
further W. Various iron fittings were set within this surface.
Made ground underlay the modern surfaces.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Historic Scotland
Funder: Arup on behalf of Scottish Canals

Stronachullin
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 84000 79300 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out in May 2013 along the route of a N–S pipeline associated
with a proposed hydro-electric scheme. Seven features of
archaeological or historical significance were recorded. These
consisted of two banks, a sheepfold and four lead/copper
mines.
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Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Ormsary Farmers

Stronachullin: Waste from a lead mine

Strachur
Strachur
Walkover survey and watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 10402 02461 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was carried out, 15 October 2012 – 2 May 2013, in advance
of the construction of a hydro-electric scheme. A subsequent
watching brief on the pipeline adjacent to An Dun recorded no
finds or features of archaeological significance. The following
features were identified during the survey:
NN 01997 09720 (1) A stone wall, 0.9m wide and 0.4m high,
oriented NE–SW.
NN 02158 09824 (2) An earth and stone bank, 2.2m wide and
1.25m high, oriented ESE–WNW, joins (1) at NN 0982402158.
NN 03299 10983 (3) A wall, 0.7m wide and 1m high, oriented
NE–SW, follows line of river.
NN 01842 09698 (4) Dun, as described by RCAHMS.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Strachur Estate

Strathlachlan
Evanachan
Walkover survey and watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 94970 86424 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was carried out in July 2013 in advance of the
construction of a hydro-electric scheme. The survey identified
25 sites (see below).
NR 94596 86491 (1) A Clearance cairn, 18/19th century.
NR 94623 86523 (2) A cup-marked rock, enclosure and
structure. Bronze Age, and 18th/19th century.
NR 94628 86543 (3) A single cup mark on natural rock.
Bronze Age.
NR 94634 86546 (4) An enclosure consisting of a barely
visible wall. 18th/19th century.
NR 94659 86567 (5) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 94646 86566 (6) Clearance cairn and ?wall. 18th/19th
century.
NR 94708 86574 (7) A cup-marked rock with ten possible
cup marks. Bronze Age.
NR 94700 86563 (8) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 94710 86555 (9) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 94700 86522 (10) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.

NR 94703 86531 (11) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 94663 86527 (12) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 94837 86517 (13) Burial ground, description as per
RCAHMS. Medieval/late medieval.
NR 94815 86549 (14) A cup-marked rock with six possible
cup marks. Bronze Age.
NR 94880 86434 (15) An earth bank, 4m wide, with a ditch
on seaward side, which forms a field boundary running
upslope parallel to other field boundaries. 18th/19th century.
NR 95068 86353 (16) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 95187 86342 (17) A possible rectangular dry stone
structure. 18th/19th century.
NR 95247 86322 (18) A large earth and stone bank. 18th/19th
century.
NR 95304 86376 (19) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 95305 86406 (20) Two distinct clearance cairns, with
some stone between them. 18th/19th century.
NR 95355 86352 (21) Stone and earth bank. 18th/19th
century.
NR 95401 86343 (22) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 75401 86358 (23) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 95348 86329 (24) Clearance cairn. 18th/19th century.
NR 94578 86465 (25) Boulder wall, one boulder high, runs
to Site 2. 18th/19th century.
A subsequent watching brief during the excavation of a
pipe trench adjacent to sites 2, 10 and 11 recorded no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr A Barge

Lachlan Castle
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 00527 95280 A watching brief was carried out, 14 March
2013, during the construction of external and internal
scaffolding at Old Lachlan Castle. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were observed.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Historic Scotland

Tiree
Tiree Water Mains
Watching brief
Lynn Fraser and Steven Birch – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological
Services and West Coast Archaeological Services

Tiree Water Mains: WW2 remains
NM 019 459 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
November 2012 – 2 February 2013, during the rehabilitation
of the water main (schemes 1, 2 and 4) on the Isle of Tiree. A
total of 132 individual features were recorded, most of which
were in the environs of the pipeline trench. They included
post-medieval structures, quarry pits, middens, a relict track,
standing stones and WW2 structural remains. A few artefacts
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were recovered from the pipeline trench. They included postmedieval pottery, glass and metalwork, together with a stone
tool and a pottery sherd, which could date from the prehistoric
period.
Archive: RoCAS Report: OASIS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish Water

Tiree Water Mains
Watching brief
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NL 97043 40673 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out, 9–13 September 2013, during the excavation of a trench
associated the water mains rehabilitation extension scheme
on the Isle of Tiree. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded in the trench. However, 51 individual
features were recorded in the wider landscape. They included
post-medieval and possibly earlier structures, dykes, platforms
and clearance cairns. A single stone tool, which could be
prehistoric in date, was found close to some boundary dykes.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: OASIS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish Water

Torosay
Garmony
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 6715639427 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out in November 2012 in advance of the construction of a
hydro-electric scheme. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mull and Iona Community Trust

Lochdon
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 73806 33713 A walkover survey was carried out on 13
September 2013 in advance of a proposed woodland planting
scheme. The following features were recorded.
NM 73568 33292 (1) An earthen bank, 1m wide and 0.75m

The possible hunting lodge at Dollar Glen under excavation
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high, oriented E–W.
NM 73630 33457 (2) The edge of a large area of disused peat
cutting.
NM 73809 33805 (3) An earthen bank, 1m wide and 1m high.
NM 73694 33879 (4) Peat cuttings.
NM 73619 33894 (5) An earthen bank, 1.5m wide and 1m
high, oriented NW–SE.
NM 73709 33819 (6) Peat cuttings.
NM 74506 34002 (7) A possible rectangular enclosure, c9.5
x 11.5m is visible on aerial photographs.
It was recommended that the three earthen banks and the
possible enclosure should be preserved in situ.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

CLACKMANNANSHIRE
Clackmannan
Clackmannan Tower
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 9080 9191 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
19–21 March 2013, during alterations to three gates to allow
disabled access to the tower. Evidence of recent landscaping
and utilities were seen but nothing of archaeological
significance was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dollar
Bank Hill
Excavation
Candy Hatherley and Elizabeth Jones – Ochils Landscape
Partnership
NS 9584 9930 Excavations were undertaken, 21–29 September
2013, on a building, possibly a hunting lodge, located on a
level terrace on the S slopes of Bank Hill. This site was first
identified in 1972 (TC Welsh – DES 1972, 18). The building
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faces E with excellent views over Castle Campbell, the glen
and the Forth Valley. The structure is a rectangular N–S
oriented building with a doorway centrally located in the E
wall. A later square structure abuts the S wall of the building.
The entire building is constructed of dry stone random rubble
walls which have been cut into the W slope of the hill.
Excavations within the rectangular building fully exposed
the doorway, with worn threshold stone, and a section of the
interior of the building. The internal floor surface consisted
of compact clay and gravel, overlain by trample or midden
containing sherds of pottery, glass wine bottles, glass vessels,
window glass and iron objects dating from the mid-17th
century. Against the edge of the trench was a potential flagstone
surface overlain by a thick deposit of yellow clay. Surrounding
the flags was a spread of charcoal and ash, which suggested
that a hearth area overlain by the collapsed clay structure of a
hanging lum lay to the immediate S of the trench.
The square room to the S contained a well built central
stone-lined drain surrounded by flagged and cobbled surfaces.
A raised rectangular stone feature, possibly a stone trough or
plinth, was located in the NW corner. This room appears to
have been used as an animal byre or storehouse.
The assemblage of fine table-wares and window glass
in the rectangular room, and its excellent location directly
overlooking Castle Campbell and Dollar Glen, suggest that
this structure was directly associated with the late medieval
occupants of Castle Campbell. As the building sits centrally
within a complex of banks and enclosures, identified as
features associated with the hunting estate in the glen in the
later medieval period, it is likely that this building served
as a hunting lodge with the later square building to the S
functioning as stables or a butchery room.
Archive: RCAHMS and The National Trust for Scotland
Funder: Ochils Landscape Partnership and The National Trust for
Scotland

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
Annan
Port Street, Annan
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NY 191 665 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken, 2–3
May 2013, prior to proposed redevelopment. The excavated
trenches recorded mainly cobbled areas, the denuded remains
of walls and demolition debris. The cobbled areas and walls
were mostly consistent with structures and open areas
depicted on 19th-century cartographic and archive material,
which show houses fronting onto Port Street with outbuildings
to the rear.
Wall [111] appeared to be the denuded remains of a medieval
wall and was located in isolation, as most of the surrounding
area had been cleared down to the natural during the
demolition of the houses. A small sherd of late medieval greenglazed pottery was found in creamy mortar in a compacted
area which could have been part of an earlier floor or wall.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: David Smith

Balmaclellan
Loch Urr
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 74701 84440 A watching brief was carried out on 22

January 2013 during ground-breaking work associated with
the construction of an anemometer mast next to Loch Urr.
A total of eight anchor points, measuring 3 x 0.7m and 2m
deep, were excavated. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Axis

Buittle
Buittle
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NX 79 60 A well preserved example of a late Middle Bronze Age
flanged axehead was found during metal detecting in a pasture
field. It belongs to the Balcarry type, named after a hoard of
three such axeheads discovered in Wigtownshire. The main
concentration of Balcarry axeheads is in SW Scotland and this
is reinforced by this new find.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 138/12), allocated to the Stewartry
Museum

Dalbeattie
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NX 82 61 Middle Bronze Age flanged chisel or diminutive
axehead in very worn condition, 77mm in length. As a result
of metal detecting there has been a perceptible increase in the
recovery of small tools, similar in many respects to Bronze
Age axeheads but more likely to be chisels in view of their
diminutive size and weight. This find adds to a significant
cluster of Middle Bronze Age metalwork recorded from
Kirkcudbrightshire.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 328/12), allocated to the Stewartry
Museum

Colvend and Southwick
Mote of Mark
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NX 8452 5399 The cross walls and perimeter walls (DES 10,
54) on the terrace SW of Mote of Mark were examined in
early November 2013, after bracken die-back. A bank or rock
ridge runs along the rear of the terrace in a shallow curve 50m
long. A cross-contour rock ridge runs out from 12m NW of
the end of this curve, for 35m and a further 15m at a lower
level. The platforms lie NW of this within the curve. They
comprise a platform 15 x 5m cut into the slope, and slightly
lower another 10 x 5m. A ridge or bank perpendicular to the
curved bank, 12m long, divides these from a third platform 10
x 7m to SE, cut into the slope, with possible 2m wall footing
on SW. Below these is a 2–3m terrace, possibly an access track,
which passes through a gap in the cross ridge, E of which it
appears to turn steeply downhill. The hut lower downhill to
E, described in 2009, more accurately at NH 8454 5398, is
20m across, including rock components, and probable stone
clearance, and only 6m in diameter internally. With adjacent
scarps it appears to restrict access to the terrace. It is not
certain whether these features are contemporary with the fort
or a much later homestead.
Archive: RCAHMS

Rough Firth
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NX 8429 5413 The national grid reference was given incorrectly
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in 2011 as NX 8439 5413; it lies behind the cliffs between 50–
100m from the shore, 150m NW of Mote of Mark.
Archive: RCAHMS

The Newbarns Project
Excavation
Liz and Alastair Penman – The Stewartry Archaeological Trust
NX 8812 5505 A twelfth season of excavation by volunteer
diggers has continued during July and September 2013.
Previous work has been reported in DES 2003, 44; 2005, 42;
2006, 48; 2007, 60; 2008, 51; 2009, 54-5; 2010, 52; 2011, 59;
2012, 56–7.
Three further Early Bronze Age boat-shaped burials, with
the bows of the boats pointing towards the E, on the North
Cairn, were subject to limited excavation when it was found
that a stone founded granite construction had been erected
and set into the cuts within their joint perimeters. This later
juxtaposition construction had one playing card corner
surviving to the N and what appeared to be the remnant of
a stone staircase to the S, which was constructed within the
central original boat burial. A row of stakeholes to the E of the
cut hint at some form of fencing, which probably related to the
later feature, but unfortunately heavy rain late in the season
prevented further investigation.

shrine area.
The W end of the roadway into the shrine feature was further
investigated and yielded evidence of an imposing entrance,
which could only have been entered, travelling eastwards,
from the waters of the loch.
Within the hypothesised shrine area, after the removal of a
large capstone, a further boat-shaped burial (Burial 60), facing
N to S, was excavated immediately to the E of the Early Bronze
Age burial (Burial 30) discussed in previous reports. Both
burials shared two large cist side stones, those of Burial 30 to
the E and those of Burial 60 to the W. This indicates that those
Early Bronze Age burials must either have been contemporary
or one, Burial 60, could have been later and the prehistoric
mourners found it to their advantage to incorporate part of
the earlier existing burial (Burial 30) into the later one. This
would have saved both stone and space in an area which may
have been becoming overcrowded, yet managing to contain it
in the environs of the already designated graveyard. A further
anomalous finding was the discovery of a shale stone bearing
an incised cross on the upper level of Burial 30. The incised
stone would appear to have been pushed under the capstone
of Burial 30 at a later date. This is the second such incised
shale stone, an earlier find was in no particular context, but
immediately adjacent the stone foundations of a medieval
building dated to the 13th century.
A heavily cobbled surface was found to have survived in the
region of some later burials on the S part of the cairn. Several
capstones were seen in this area and four of these were lifted to
reveal cobbled cists with cremation deposits set under larger
stones. There was also evidence of a later drain having been
inserted through the cobbled area.
Archive: The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbright
Funder: Hamish McRae, Mrs Jane Elvy, Dr Donna Moore,
Mrs Margaret Powell, Mr and Mrs Baker and an anonymous funder

Dalton
A75 Hardgrove to Kinmount
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Claire Casey and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NY 1170 7100 A watching brief was carried out, 8–23 April
2013, during work associated with the construction of
improvements to the A75 road. A total of 13 trial trenches were
excavated along the full length of the new road area. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway Council HER
Funder: McLaughlin and Harvey Ltd

Wall area with Burial 9 showing playing card corner of building
Further excavation to the E of the above feature uncovered five
more medium sized granite capstones, which were removed
by hand. Each one had a larger stone set into a cist covering a
cremation pit (Burials 72–76). Further excavation is required
on these features to determine the reason for their location at
this place, as opposed to their inclusion within the postulated
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Dalton Old Parish Church
Evaluation
Andrew Nicholson
NY 11420 73980 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
28 October – 1 November 2013, in advance of the dismantling
and reinstatement of a wall. The excavation of three 1m2
trenches, adjacent to the N wall of the churchyard, recorded
late medieval dumping deposits, one of which contained
disarticulated human remains. A single 19th-century
inhumation was also recorded.
Archive: Dumfries and Galloway Council HER and RCAHMS
Report: ADS

Dryfesdale
Lockerbie
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
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NY 14 81 Middle Bronze Age flanged chisel or diminutive
axehead; surfaces generally badly corroded and pitted. Length:
79mm. Axeheads with short flanges beginning some distance
above the blade are the characteristic axe of the Middle Bronze
Age in Scotland and northern England. This find adds to the
limited range of Middle Bronze Age metalwork known from
eastern Dumfriesshire.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 218/12), allocated to Dumfries and
Annan Museums

Glasserton
Black Loch of Myrton
Excavation
Graeme Cavers and Anne Crone – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 3612 4280 An excavation was carried out, 15–27 July 2013,
on the settlement at Black Loch of Myrton to characterise the
site identified in 2010 (DES 2010, 52–3). Radiocarbon dates
obtained in 2010 had indicated activity during the mid- and
later first millennium BC.
A trench was placed over one of the large stony mounds
situated on a raised area of ground in the Black Loch plantation.
This located the remains of a timber roundhouse with a
massive central hearth, built from large quarried greywacke
blocks retaining water worn cobbles and capped with a large
hearth slab. The hearth had been refurbished twice, each
time with a new layer of cobbles, a capstone and clay lining.
Fragments of a saddle quern and some highly corroded iron
objects were recovered from close to the hearth.
Surrounding the central hearth was a surface of roundwood
logs, overlain by reeds and other plant material used as

flooring. Alder and oak posts formed a central postring
surrounding the hearth, and outside of this was a concentric
ring of narrow stakes forming the outer wall of the house and
defining a structure c11m in diameter.
Removal of the sub-floor roundwoods showed that the
building had been constructed on natural peat (lacking
the artificial foundations of a crannog), indicating that the
settlement was located beside, rather than in, open water.
Coring transects across and beyond the site found lake
sediments only in the areas to the N and W of the settlement,
suggesting that the Black Loch had never been an extensive
body of water prior to drainage in the 19th century, and that the
settlement had been located on the wetland periphery of the
loch. A topographic survey of site indicated that there are at
least eight further stony mounds. A trial trench on one mound
suggested that they indicate the position of further buildings.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Hoddom
Burnswark, Lockerbie
Watching brief and metal detector survey
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NY 186 787 A watching brief and metal detector survey were
carried out on 26 June and 3 September 2013 on the scheduled
ancient monument of Burnswark, during construction work
in the area. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water

The first-phase hearth and surrounding corduroy flooring timbers at the Black Loch of Myrton
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Johnstone
Lochbrow
Geophysical and auger survey
Kirsty Millican, Helen Goodchild and Dorothy Graves McEwan –
RCAHMS and University of York
NY 09514 89350 A fourth season of fieldwork was undertaken
12–21 September 2013 by the Lochbrow Landscape Project
team. This work represents the continuation of geophysical
surveys begun in 2010, 2011 and 2012 (DES 2012, 58), the
initiation of a programme of sediment coring and trial
of an experiential methodology. The work focused on
investigating the development of the sites and landscapes
at and around Lochbrow by studying the location and wider
context of a prehistoric cropmark complex consisting of a
timber cursus, timber circles and barrows, as well as two
palisaded enclosures.
In 2013 the gradiometer survey in the field containing the
cursus, timber circles and barrows was completed, with a
total of 83 miles of survey grids walked. The gradiometer
survey of the field containing the two palisaded enclosures,
to the S of the initial survey area, was continued and
expanded to include the ring ditch and area around the sites.
Targeted resistance and GPR surveys were also undertaken
at key locations in the two fields. The survey successfully
identified features known from cropmarks, added detail to
those features and identified new features. This information
is enabling the re-analysis of the aerial photographs and has
led to the identification of previously unidentified features.
A pilot programme of hand auguring was initiated in
2013 with the aim of understanding the stratigraphy of the
underlying deposits and their relationship to the development
of the landscape. Key locations around the known sites
were selected and initial results indicate that the auguring
will provide useful information about the development of
the landscape. A short trial of an experiential methodology
was also carried out around the cursus and timber circle.
This proved successful and it is hoped it will be further
developed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of London

A small oval pit with a compacted ashy fill was uncovered
during the excavations for a service track. The pit contained
small fragments of charcoal and burnt animal bone.
Radiocarbon dating undertaken on the bone dated the pit to
the Late Bronze Age.

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: Charles Hope Dunbar

Saddler’s Croft, 10 St Mary’s Place
Standing building recording
David Devereux
NX 68369 50760 A photographic survey and drawn record
were produced of a late 19th-century outhouse wall, which
incorporates three relief-carved stones, prior to its demolition.
One stone may be a late medieval architectural fragment. The
other two are sub-triangular in shape, one having three carved
heads of similar size and the other one a carved head and three
smaller heads. The identification and date of these stones is
at present uncertain. The only prior record of the stones is
a photograph of the wall taken c1900 (Stewartry Museum),
which shows all three stones in better condition. A fourth
triangular shaped stone was incorporated in an internal wall of
the outhouse and depicts a bird beneath what may be a sheaf.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
and The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbright

Kirkmabreck
Chain Burn Lead Mine
Survey
John Pickin
The following sites were recorded as part of a survey of historic
mining remains in the Galloway Forest Park:
NX 501 608 (centred on) Chain Burn Lead Mine.
NX 50102 60878 Shaft hollow.
NX 50124 60850 Flooded mine level and spoil tip.
NX 50174 60800 Mine level and spoil tip.
NX 48592 58801 Englishman’s Burn Lead Mine. Probable
spoil tip within forestry plantation.
Report: FCS, Dumfries and Galloway HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kells

Kirkpatrick Durham

Craigshinnie
Survey
John Pickin
NX 58580 79369 A mine level and spoil mound were recorded
as part of a survey of mining remains in the Galloway Forest
Park.

Tarbreoch, Kirkpatrick Durham, Castle Douglas
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NX 788 698 An evaluation was carried out, 17–18 December
2012, on land N of Tarbreoch prior to a proposed development
on the site of a former farmstead. The evaluation recorded the
partial remains of two rectangular structures. The remains
of the farmhouse consisted of an in situ fireplace, a slabbed
floor and a probable store with footings partially made out of
worked bedrock.
Cartographic sources indicated the house was occupied
from at least the mid-19th century. However, it is more likely
that the original structure probably dated to the late 18th to
early 19th century and was repaired and modernised over time
before being abandoned sometime in the first decades of the
20th century.
Census records document that from at least 1841–1851
Boghall was occupied by Samuel Shaw, who with his family,
farmed 40 acres. The subsequent occupants were recorded as
being either agricultural labourers or a ploughman, indicating
that after the Shaws left Boghall, it was no longer run as a farm.

Report: FCS, Dumfries and Galloway HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kirkcudbright
Banks Hill, Dundrennan
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NX 707 483 A watching brief was undertaken on 27 March
2013 during development work. The area was considered
sensitive as it is close to a number of cup- and ring-marked
rocks. The work mainly recorded sequences of a mid- to light
brown fairly fine silty topsoil and either a pale yellow/orange
clay containing small stones or a grey/orange clay subsoil.
Large sub-angular stones and areas of shattered bedrock were
visible in the subsoil and bedrock was visible close to the
surface in places.
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Funder: Jim Fingland
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Langholm
Langholm Castle
Geophysical survey
Richard Jones – University of Glasgow
NY 3617 8494 Following a pilot survey in November 2013, a
3200m2 area to the S of the extant tower of the castle and to
its E, as far as the racecourse, was examined in August 2013.
Resistivity survey revealed several strong anomalies, resulting
from stone debris, that formed a distinct circular shape (c15m
in diameter) almost due E of the tower. Beyond that there
were further concentrations of stone debris. The survey was
carried out collaboratively between University of Glasgow and
volunteers of the Discovering Dumfries and Galloway’s Past
project.
Funder: Dumfries and Galloway Natural History and Antiquarian
Society

Middlebie
Birrens Roman fort and environs
Geophysical survey
Richard Jones – University of Glasgow
NY 21900 75180 The survey carried out in 2012 to the W of
the extant fort was continued, 22–14 May 2013, northwards
across a 1.8ha area. The major NW–SE road running through
the earlier fort discovered in 2012 (and clearly visible in aerial
photographs) extends for c80m stopping abruptly where it
meets a large but amorphous-shaped feature (also visible on
the aerial photograph). The only other likely Roman feature
in this field is a segment of ditch belonging to Birrens Camp
III. The remaining numerous anomalies, most of them linear,
are probably related to post-medieval agricultural activity. The
survey was carried out collaboratively between University
of Glasgow and volunteers of the Discovering Dumfries and
Galloway’s Past project.
Funder: Mouswald Trust and Dumfries and Galloway Natural
History and Antiquarian Society

Minnigaff
Bruntis Lochs, Kirroughtree Forest
Survey
John Pickin
NX 4475 6526 and NX 4455 6517 A survey and assessment was
made of the two mine dams at the Bruntis Lochs. Both dams
were built in the second half of the 19th century to supply
water to the dressing floors at the East Blackcraig Lead Mine.
The Bruntis Loch Dam (NX 4475 6526) is an earth and clay
embankment, 75m long x 7m high, with battered masonry
faces on both sides. It has been constructed across the shallow
valley of the Bruntis Burn and makes use of natural rock
outcrops on the valley sides. The outcrop at the SE end of
the embankment forms a natural extension to the dam and
incorporates the reservoir outfall channel at its E end. Little
Bruntis Loch Dam (NX 4455 6517) is similar but smaller than
the Bruntis Dam. The stone-faced embankment, 32m long and
5.50m high, has a pronounced concave plan and there is a
single sluice and outfall channel at the NE corner.
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER, FCS and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Galloway Forest Park
Survey
John Pickin
The following sites were recorded during a survey of the
historic metal mines in the Galloway Forest Park:

NX 48204 71700 Craighandle Level and spoil tip associated
with 19th-century trial mining for lead and copper..
NX 446 645 (centred on) East Blackcraig Lead Mine Worked
for lead and zinc between the 1750s and WW1. Features within
Forestry Commission Scotland property include:
NX 44246 64748 Shaft hollow. NX 44260 64741 Shaft hollow.
NX 44294 64730 Prospecting trench .
NX 44313 64716 Shaft hollow.
NX 44338 64709 Shaft hollow. NX 44421 64681 Mine level.
NX 44431 64695 Mine level.
NX 44449 64647 Spoil mound.
NX 44614 64585 Reservoir or holding pond.
NX 44588 64566 Embanked lade from holding pond.
NX 489 724 (centred on) Grey Mare’s Tail Mine This mine
was worked for copper and lead. The following features were
recorded:
NX 4895 7245 Mine level.
NX 49071 72590 Shaft and spoil tip.
NX 49125 72615 Mine level.
NX 49108 72614 Mine level.
NX 49352 72717 Mine level.
NX 45462 63773 Palnure Lead Mine Level and spoil tip
associated with 19th-century trial mining for lead ore.
NX 481701 (centred on) Talnotry Arsenic Mine Worked
for arsenic in the 1890s by the Palnure United Exploration
Company. Features recorded include:
NX 48113 70232 – NX 48053 70209 Lade.
NX 48037 70219 Probable wheel pit.
NX 48038 70219 Earth platform with flat top.
NX 48017 70225 Spoil tip.
NX 4801 7023 – NX 4803 7023 Retaining wall.
NX 48021 70206 Shaft hollow.
NX 48004 70210 Spoil mound.
NX 477 702 (centred on) Talnotry Nickel Mine Features
recorded include:
NX 47841 70345 Mine level and spoil tips.
NX 47875 70333 Mine level.
NX 47885 70349 Mine level.
NX 47738 70357 Shaft and spoil mound.
NX 440 649 (centred on) West Blackcraig Lead Mine Worked
for lead and zinc between the 1750s and WW1. Features within
Forestry Commission Scotland property include:
NX 43487 65280 Prospecting trench .
NX 43811 65019 Shaft hollow.
NX 43520 65330 Prospecting trench .
NX 43875 65069 Shaft hollow.
NX 43980 64925 Boundary stone.
NX 43931 64933 Spoil tip.
NX 43917 64999 Stone quarry. NX 43954 64992 Stone quarry.
NX 43971 64966 Shaft hollow. NX 44075 64868 Shaft.
NX 44079 64871 Boundary stone.
NX 40999 64881 Building.
NX 43956 64898 Shaft hollow. NX 44096 64845 Shaft hollow.
NX 44172 64763 Shaft hollow. NX 44188 64783 Stone quarry.
NX 44193 64761 Stone walled enclosure.
NX 43917 64999 – NX 43959 64972 Inclined track.
Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER, FCS and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kirroughtree Visitor Centre, Stronord, Newton Stewart
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NX 455 648 A watching brief was carried out, 10 January – 4
March 2013, during excavation of a section of new road. The
work identified a site, which had been disturbed by a tree
plantation, at the W end of the construction area, and a road/
track with associated drainage in the main area of excavation.
It was established from cartographic sources that the road/
track was built sometime after 1957. The road was constructed
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of debris from the Blackcraig Lead Mines and was of fairly
robust construction. This type of construction was required
as the ground, which had a clayey subsoil, was fairly boggy.
No further remains relating to the use of Little Park Farmstead
or other significant archaeological finds or features were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Mochrum
Dounan Moor Township, Wigtown
Survey
Rebecca Shaw, Ben Edwards and Andrew Wilson – Rebecca Shaw
Archaeological Services
NX 346 539 A comprehensive site inspection and survey
was carried out in March 2013 of Dounan Moor Township
to provide a baseline record of the site which will be used in
future conservation management. The remains consisted of:
(1) A long rectangular structure aligned WSW–ENE and
measuring c25 x 6m, including a small detached L-shaped area
at its WSW end. The walls in the ENE half of the structure
were fairly complete and consisted of very large rectangular
stones with cement mortar visible in places. The walls were
between 0.4–0.9m (1.65m at ENE end) high. The end walls,
ENE and WSW, were possibly gable ends. There was one
internal dividing wall which had an opening in it, and there
was a possible entrance in the SSE wall. Occasional roof
slates were visible in the general rubble. In the WSW half
of the structure the walls were of a dry stone construction,
fairly denuded, <0.3m high (0.5m at the rear wall) and 0.6m
wide. The structure had one internal division with a possible
entrance in the SSE wall.
(2) A very small partially upstanding dry stone built
rectangular structure (to the immediate SSE of Structure 1).
It measured 1.6 x 1.6m (internally) with 0.3–1.65m high walls.
The ENE wall was barely visible and was on average 0.5m
wide. At the base of the WSW wall there was a rectangular
slot, which was nearly as deep as the wall. It had an opening in
the outer face but was sealed on the inner face.
(3) A sub-oval mound of various sized (mostly angular)
stones, located on a slight rise, aligned N-S, and measuring c7
x 4.5m and 0.80m high. There was a large (possible corner)
stone in the SE corner and both the S and E sides appeared to
have slightly defined edges.
(4) The partially upstanding remains of a rectangular rubble
structure, aligned cN–S, measuring 10 x 5m, with three visible
walls, there was no E wall. Both the S and W wall formed part
of other walls. The S wall was part of an enclosure (i) and the
W wall was part of a field dyke. Inside the building there were
two stone built platforms adjacent to the N and S walls. These
measured c0.6m high by 1m wide.
(i) Irregular shaped enclosures with walls that were 0.5–1.3m
high. A sub-oval mound, c5 x 3.5m, constructed of various
sized, mostly angular stones, was attached to the exterior of
the enclosure. The SE side had a possible defined edge.
(5) A small slightly ‘V’ shaped rubble built structure, 4 x
2.5m, and formed by an indent in the existing field wall.
(ii)/(iii) The partially upstanding remains of two enclosures.
A sub-rectangular enclosure (ii) which had 0.3–1.1m high and
c0.4m thick walls and a smaller square enclosure (iii), with
0.8m high and 0.6m thick walls. There was a very small square
structure in the NE corner and an entrance in the E wall.
(6) The remains of a small rectangular structure, aligned
cE–W and measuring 9 x 3.8m. There was a possible entrance
in the S wall. A sub-oval enclosure (iv) was attached to the N
wall.
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(7) A conical shaped stony mound which had a visible
hollow on the surface. A field dyke has been built over the top
of this feature.
(8) The remains of three sites were visible as moss covered
walls, a maximum of 0.5m high. The sites consisted of a subrectangular enclosure (v), a much smaller, 10 x 5m, rectangular
structure (attached to the SW edge of enclosure v), and a suboval shaped detached enclosure (vi) to the SW of Structure 8.
(9) The complete remains of a stone built sheep ree. It
consisted of a number of pens with 1.6m high walls. Sheep
creeps were visible within some of the walls.

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Old Luce
Carscreugh, Glenluce
Excavation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NX 22596 61549 An excavation of a prehistoric cairn was
carried out in June 2013 prior to the development of a
proposed wind farm. The centre of the cairn was found to have
a noticeable depression, suggesting that it had been disturbed.
The excavation recorded a large stone cairn incorporating
a rudimentary kerb of large upstanding stones. At the base
of the cairn was a shallow spread of burnt material, which
included small fragments of burnt bone and a large quantity
of pottery fragments dating to the mid- to Late Bronze Age.
A number of small stone-filled pits were recorded below the
cairn. These have been interpreted as infilled stoneholes,
possibly associated with the construction of the cairn.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Gamesa Energy UK Ltd

Carscreugh, Glenluce
Evaluation
Alistair Robertson and Russel Coleman – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NX 2257 6108 An evaluation of known archaeological
sites to be affected by the construction of a wind farm was
undertaken, 2–10 July 2012. The sites were recorded and the
excavation of extant field boundaries demonstrated that they
were simple constructs of turf and stone walling. Excavation
of rig and furrow recorded their profiles. Although no dating
evidence was recovered, these features generally correspond to
boundaries and cultivated areas shown on 18th-century estate
plans and the 1st Edition OS map of 1846–7. An additional
cairn, identified at Turbine 8, provides further evidence of
probable Bronze Age cultivation activity associated with a
cluster of known sites, including a cairn field.
The trial trench evaluation identified no sub-surface
archaeological finds or features, and the consistently shallow
soil profile (0.3m) recorded in the trenches reflects the
marginal, upland location. Areas of peat and outcrops of
bedrock were also recorded. If ploughing did take place it
may have removed any archaeological features; however,
it is considered more likely that the evaluation avoided any
remains.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: Gamesa Energy UK Ltd

Rerrick
Rerrick
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NX 75 46 Near complete palstave, generally sound but in
badly worn and corroded condition.This axehead belongs
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to the class known as ‘transitional palstaves’ which developed
under continental influence during the 13th to 12th centuries
BC (Penard metalworking phase). Although metal detecting
finds are adding to the inventory from Scotland, such
palstaves remain uncommon, with only a thin scatter from
the Borders to Caithness.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 139/12), allocated to the Stewartry
Museum

Terregles
Barnhill
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NX 95077 76819 (centred on) A 5% evaluation was undertaken,
13–15 November 2012, prior to residential development on a
greenfield site on the N side of Terregles Road, Barnhill. A total
of 5% of the 2.2ha site was evaluated. Special attention was
paid to two oval cropmarks, recorded on aerial photographs,
located in the NW and NE quadrants of the site. Evaluation
trenches across the cropmarks failed to find any structural
evidence of occupation; however, this may have been removed
by deep ploughing. Evidence of 19th- to 20th-century cultivation
was provided by the bottom of slots with dark fills and some
oval cuts made into the natural silty clay deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Persimmon Homes

Tinwald
Jericho Bridge Quarry
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NX 992 822 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out on
19 March 2013 prior to a proposed extension to the Jericho
Bridge Quarry. Eight trenches were excavated, covering 8%
(1420m2) of the 1.77ha development area. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tarmac Ltd

Late Bronze Age palstave (set vertically, ie at 90° to scale)
(Copyright NMS/T Cowie)

Sanquhar
Sanquhar
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NS 70932 07786 A walkover survey was carried out on 18 April
2013 prior to the development of Sanquhar Wind Farm. The
site is located c7km SW of Sanquhar and 5km SW of Kirkconnel
and covers an area of c448ha. A desk-based assessment had
found no archaeological sites in the development area. Aerial
photographs showed a number of features, but none of
these were considered to be of archaeological significance. A
single pre-improvement farmstead, Glengap Farmstead, was
identified on General Roy’s mid-18th-century military map,
and this site was visible on the ground.
Archive: RCAHMS and Dumfries and Galloway HER (intended)
Funder: Community Windpower Ltd

Sorbie
Whithorn
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NX 47 42 Part of the blade of a Late Bronze Age leaf-shaped
sword was discovered during metal detecting near Whithorn.
It consists of a mid-blade portion, corroded but in sound
condition but too incomplete to permit more detailed
classification; traces of hammering and distortion at the break
edges indicate deliberate breakage.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 27/13), allocated to Stranraer
Museum

Tongland
Tongland Fish House
Standing building recording
David Devereux and John Pickin
NX 69907 54043 A building survey was undertaken of
the roofless ruin of Tongland Fish House prior to its
redevelopment. The building was part of a salmon fishery
operated on the River Dee at Tongland by the St Mary’s Isle
Estate, probably from the mid-19th century until the mid-1930s
when its use became impractical, following the construction of
the Tongland Dam and Power Station as part of the Galloway
Hydro-Electric Scheme.
Oral history evidence indicates that the building was used
during the fishing season from February to September to pack
the fish into ice and into boxes. The ice was supplied from an
adjacent (still existing) ice-house. Boxes of fish were sent daily
to Kirkcudbright Railway Station. A plan and elevations of the
building were drawn and the site photographed. Anecdotal
evidence suggests that the building may have a lower storey
or cellar on the river side, but access to this area was been
blocked by previous demolition work.
Archive and report: RCAHMS intended Report: Dumfries and
Galloway HER and Stewartry Museum
Funder: TAS, Castle Douglas

Twynholm
Kirkcudbright
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NX 67 51 The blade portion of a Late Bronze Age socketed
axehead was found during metal detecting. The incompleteness
of the fragment precludes detailed classification and it is
only possible to assign it to an all-embracing date range of
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c1150–700 BC during which socketed axeheads were current.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 26/13), allocated to the Stewartry
Museum

Knockendurrick Hill, Tywnholm
Walkover survey and watching brief
Mhairi Hastie – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NX 63922 57213 A watching brief was carried out on 10 April
2013 during the construction of a temporary meteorological
mast in an area that was considered archaeologically sensitive.
The walkover survey assessed the possible impact of the
construction on known archaeological sites. A watching
brief was then carried out during the excavation of anchor
pits for the mast. No archaeological sites were disturbed
and no finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway HER
Funder: Banks Renewables

agricultural practices have reduced the potential for the
survival of archaeological remains.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: ATH Resources plc

Fenwick
Dalmusternock Farm, Fenwick
Watching brief
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 4557 4170 A watching brief was carried out, 31 July – 1
August 2013, during ground-breaking works associated with
construction at the steading of Dalmusternock Farm. No
archaeological features or finds were encountered, although
a stone spread, possibly modern clearance material or hard
standing associated with the farm, was found at the proposed
site of the septic tank.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Hope Homes

DUNDEE

Loudoun

Monifieth

Polwarth Street, Galston
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 50221 36884 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
25–26 March 2013, in advance of a proposed commercial
development. A total of seven trenches, amounting to 760m2
and covering 8% of the area were excavated. No features or
finds of archaeological significance were recorded.

Pitkerro Cemetery, Drumsturdy Road
Assessment, excavation and watching brief
David Bowler and Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 461 338 (centred on) A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken on 29 August and 6–7 September 2012 on
the site of a possible prehistoric mound and early Christian
long cists located within the area of a new cemetery. The area
of interest, which is located just S of Drumstudy Road, was
identified when the construction of a new pathway disturbed
a long cist.
The mound was recorded and a watching brief carried
out during the realignment of the path. The cist burial was
fully exposed, recorded and then reburied in situ with a
new capstone. A small bone recovered for radiocarbon
dating produced a calibrated date of AD 530–635. During
the excavation of the first cist the W end of a second cist was
exposed. This cist was also recorded and reburied. The site is
part of an early Christian long cist cemetery that is focused on
the much earlier mound, which is possibly Bronze Age.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dundee City Council

EAST AYRSHIRE
Auchinleck
Laigh Glenmuir, Duncanziemere
Evaluation
Sorina Spanou and Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 613 217 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
11–18 April 2012, prior to the proposed extension to Laigh
Glenmuir Surface Mine. A relatively small number of features
were recorded. They predominantly consisted of drainage
or boundary ditches, sealed by thin topsoil. An isolated pit
containing abundant charcoal was also identified. Only two
datable finds were recovered. An unstratified sherd of 14thto 16th-century pot retrieved from topsoil and a 19th-century
sherd from a drainage ditch fill. These dates correlate with
known settlement and activity in the area based on historic
documents and the results of an investigation in June 2011.
The general sparsity of features reflects the low level historic
occupation of the area and the likelihood that post-medieval
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tesco Ltd

Muirkirk
Auldhouseburn Farm, Muirkirk
Walkover survey and watching brief
Melanie Johnson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 70235 27015 – NS 71060 26450 A walkover survey and
watching brief were carried out, February 2012 – August 2013,
during groundworks associated with the construction of a
hydro-electric scheme at Auldhouseburn Farm.
The survey recorded the remains of quarry scoops, rig
and furrow cultivation, paths or tracks, and clearance
heaps along the route, as well as former canal and railway
embankments.
The watching brief recorded the composition of the railway
embankments, which consisted of a clay core covered with
industrial ashy deposits, and recorded a partial section
through the former canal which was waterlogged and filled
with soft silt.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr HA Blackwood

New Cumnock
Greenburn Opencast Mine – Wellhill Farm and Hall of
Auchincross Farm
Standing building recording, watching brief and evaluation
Stuart Mitchell, Magnus Kirby and Mike Cressey – CFA
Archaeology Ltd
NS 58140 14430 and NS 58218 14075 A programme of
archaeological work was carried out, September 2012 – April
2013, prior to work associated with the opencast mine.
A Level 2 standing building and general photographic survey
was carried out at Wellhill Farm and the adjoining byre of the
E range. There was evidence that the walls of the detached
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derelict barn and byre had been raised. A blocked opening
for a cart shed was also recorded in its W-facing elevation.
A collection of other buildings, including a Dutch barn and
various other steel-framed cattle sheds, were of no historical
interest. Cartographic sources show that Wellhill existed as a
place name in the late 18th century.
A Level 2 standing building survey, photographic survey and
watching brief were carried out at Hall of Auchincross Farm.
The farmhouse and adjoining calving shed and byre were
recorded. Part of the building’s gable incorporated a carved
head and carved lintel possibly originating from the medieval
Auchincross Hall, which was perhaps cleared to make way for
the present farmstead.
The NW-facing gable of Building 4 incorporated a marriage
stone with the letters GC and BC carved on either side of a
heraldic plaque. A corbel with a carved beaded face and four
other stones were identified as either lintels or sill stones.
All the stones probably originated from the late medieval
Auchincross Hall which, based on cartographic evidence,
was built on the site of the present Hall of Auchincross Farm.
The evaluation of the area recorded walls and features
related to the recently demolished farmsteads, the remains
of three walls at Wellhill Farm and an area of cobbling at
Hall of Auchincross Farm. However, all of these features are
considered to relate to the 19th-century or later development
of the farms. Within the footprint of the farmsteads horizontal
truncation appeared to have taken place as disturbed/made
ground lay directly over the natural. This appears to have
taken place as part of site preparation prior to construction
and it is considered that archaeological remains relating to
any potentially earlier settlement do not survive within the
evaluation areas.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Kier Mining Ltd

Riccarton
Mauchline Road, Hurlford
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 45552 36212 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
18–20 March 2013, prior to a proposed development. An 8%
sample of the 8ha development area was excavated and a
thin topsoil overlying a clay subsoil recorded. A boggy area
covering the N of the site was found to contain limited peat
deposits. No significant archaeological finds or deposits were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Glen Catrine Bond Ltd

EAST AYRSHIRE/NORTH AYRSHIRE
Kilmarnock/Dundonald
The Meadowhead and Stevenson Catchment
Watching brief
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 428 379 – NS 316 394 A watching brief was carried out,
12 October 2010 – 4 May 2012, during the construction of
a storm relief sewer between Irvine and Kilmarnock. The
work recorded rig and furrow, a cundy drain, five pits, two
postholes, a possible field boundary and two possible wall
foundation cuts.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: MBV joint venture

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Baldernock
Bardowie
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NS 59 73 Middle Bronze Age flanged axehead found during
metal detecting in pasture. The axehead belongs to the
Baldersby type, named after a North Yorkshire find. Among
the features which characterise Baldersby axeheads are the
relative shortness of the axes, contrasting with the marked
heaviness of the blade, a sloping stop ending in a bevel line
connecting the ends of the flanges, and the marked turning-in
of the flanges over the septum - all features found on this
specimen. The new find adds to the thin scatter of Baldersby
axeheads from southern Scotland.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 167/12), allocated to Auld Kirk
Museum, Kirkintilloch

Boghall
Geophysical survey
Carmen Cuenca-Garcia and Richard Jones – University of Glasgow
NS 58004 74564 As part of a landscape survey to the E of
Milngavie, designed to record post-medieval agricultural
activity and development, Paul Bishop of University of
Glasgow, has been investigating the area using the 1st Edition
6" OS and estate maps as a source of information. An early
18th-century estate map suggested that lime kilns might be
located at Boghall adjacent to an abandoned limestone and
coal quarry. A magnetic survey of a 1.75ha area in April 2013
detected with remarkable clarity two rows of probable clamp
lime kilns, lying close to the abandoned limestone quarry.
One row has 14 kilns, the other has 3 kilns. Other features
probably associated with the mining or other activities were
also detected.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Glasgow

Kirkintilloch
Glen Shirva Road, Twechar
Watching brief
Donald Wilson − Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 6995 7587 A watching brief was carried out, 17–22 July
2013, during demolition work, including the removal of
floor surfaces and wall foundations, at the site of a former
factory on the junction of Glen Shirva Road and Main Street.
The southern part of the building was thought to lie on the
projected line of the Antonine Wall, but no evidence of the
wall was recorded, and it is considered that the construction
of the factory may have truncated any remains associated with
the wall. The natural subsoil was only exposed in small areas
of the site and it is possible that remains still survive below the
brick debris left on site, particularly across the higher areas of
the site to the S of the demolished building.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Cooper Cromar

Lairdsland Primary School, Kirkintilloch
Watching brief and evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar and Gemma Hudson – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 6510 7335 A watching brief was carried out on 12 December
2012 during investigation work prior to the proposed
development of a primary school on the site of a former 19thcentury iron foundry. A total of 11 test pits were excavated to
a maximum depth of 2.7m. Natural subsoil was not reached
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in any of the test pits, with the majority of the fills consisting
of topsoil over dark brown clay containing modern iron, glass
and plastic. No archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Woolgar Hunter

New Kilpatrick
Roman Road, Bearsden
Watching brief
Beth Spence – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 54807 72084 A watching brief was carried out 16–19
September 2013 at 51 Roman Road during groundworks
associated with construction of a house extension. A small
area of stones, possibly from a foundation, was uncovered in
one of the foundation trenches. There was substantial modern
disturbance in the immediate area and no dating evidence was
recovered. The site is in the immediate vicinity of the Antonine
Wall and it is possible that the stones could be associated with
it, although no connection could be demonstrated.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr R Muir

EAST LOTHIAN
Athelstaneford
Garleton Castle SW Lodge
Evaluation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 50943 76697 An excavation of two test pits in September
2013 confirmed that the ground level around the building has

Volunteers excavating at Dirleton Green
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been raised considerably (up to 0.75m) with soil and midden.
An examination of the sill height of the door into the eastern
chamber indicates that the exterior ground surface for the
lodge would have been c300–400mm lower than today. The
boundary wall is considered to date to the late 18th or 19th
century.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy
Funder: Wemyss and March Estate

The Chesters Season 4
Survey
David Connolly and Murray Cook – Rampart Scotland
NT 50760 78260 As part of ongoing research into East
Lothian hillforts, further topographic and erosion survey was
undertaken, September – November 2013. The site is stable;
however, gorse regrowth is ongoing.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Rampart Scotland

West Fortune Farm, Drem
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 52884 78965 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in November 2013 prior to the construction
of a wind turbine. The desk-based assessment identified a
number of known sites, some scheduled, in the vicinity of
the proposed construction. One, a proposed Hutted Military
Camp (NT57NW 153) may be directly affected. The camp is
not shown on historic maps but is shown on a 1946 RAF aerial
photograph. The 1st Edition OS map of 1854 shows a ‘Boar
Stone’ adjacent to the access road, but it does not appear on
the 1895 2nd Edition. A watching brief during topsoil stripping
recorded a network of drains and fragments of brick walls,
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which may be associated with the camp.
Archive: RCAHMS and East Lothian HER
Funder: Green Cat Renewables

Dirleton

c2500m² of agricultural land situated due W of Dunbar, N of
the A1. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barbour Homes Ltd

Dirleton Green
Excavation
Stephanie Leith – East Lothian Council Archaeology Service
NT 5149 8403 A community excavation was undertaken, 12–
18 September 2013, on the Green in Dirleton by East Lothian
Archaeology Service, with Gullane and Dirleton History
Society, as part of East Lothian Archaeology and Local History
Fortnight.
The excavation followed an earthwork survey carried out
with Gullane and Dirleton History Society and a geophysical
survey of the site undertaken by EAFS in 2012. These surveys
suggested that there were at least two buildings on the Green,
which had disappeared by the time of Roy’s map in 1750.
The excavation uncovered one of the buildings, and
showed that the other one did not exist. The building that was
excavated appears to have been a substantial stone building,
which was demolished in the 15th or 16th century. A number
of interesting artefacts were found during the dig, including
several thimbles, an early 17th-century pipe bowl and several
coins including an 1895 silver thruppence. A number of sherds
of medieval pottery were recovered from the demolition layers
of the building.
During the five days of excavation, 70 volunteers took part
in the dig, nearly 400 people visited the site, and 40+ school
children from Dirleton got involved.

Lamer Street, Dunbar
Evaluation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 6807 7895 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out in
October 2012 prior to a proposed development at Lamar Street.
A total of three trenches, covering 65m, were excavated. The
trenches located a stone-lined culvert towards the S end of the
area, sealed beneath a layer of redeposited sand, which was
on average 0.7m deep. The remains of a stone wall associated
with a 19th-century building were exposed in the NE corner of
the site. A lens of beach cobbles and stone flag floor recorded
in one trench were thought to be associated with 19th-century
gardens shown on early OS maps. A small single shard of
15th- to 16th-century glazed pottery was recovered from the
redeposited sand.

Dunbar

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: PR Design

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council and The National Trust for Scotland

East Barns Farm Steading
Standing building recording, evaluation and excavation
Diana Sproat and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 71691 76256 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken, 8 April – 31 October 2013, on the large
farm steading at East Barns prior to its demolition and the
commencement of quarrying. The site has been occupied for
hundreds of years with the remains of the steading dating to
the late 18th or early 19th century. The majority of the steading,
including the central cattle yards, had been demolished and
most of the remaining barns had been derelict for 30+ years.
Many of the roofs had collapsed rendering the buildings
inaccessible. A measured, written and photographic survey
was produced.
After the demolition of the remaining buildings an evaluation
was carried out, in September 2013, which aimed to identify
any remains of the earlier 18th-century farm and former late
19th-century country house. No earlier farm buildings were
identified; however, the foundations of the country house to
the W of the site, which was demolished in the 1980s, were
located. A larger trench was opened over the foundations and
the remains recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Lafarge Cement UK Ltd

Hedderwick Hill
Evaluation
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 6406 7785 An evaluation was undertaken on 14 January
2013 on the site (Phase 2) of a proposed leisure development.
A single 60m trench was excavated through the centre of the

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Niall Donaldson

East Linton
Stenton House
Evaluation
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 622 742 23 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
in August 2013 in advance of the construction of a house. A
total of four trenches, totalling 64m2 and representing 5% of
the plot were excavated. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.

Garvald and Bara
Carfrae Farm, Gifford
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 5727 6923 A desk-based assessment and watching brief
were undertaken in June 2013 during the construction of a
single wind turbine. A single cultivation furrow was identified
during topsoil stripping.
Archive: East Lothian HER and RCAHMS
Funder: George Gibson and Sons

White Castle Season 4
Excavation and survey
Murray Cook and David Connolly – Rampart Scotland
NT 6135 6860 The final season of the research excavation was
carried out by volunteers and professionals during July 2013.
The work consisted of further topographic, vegetation and
erosion surveys, plus six trenches.
The excavation expanded upon two of the trenches (33 and
34) in the NW entrance. This work confirmed the presence of
posts, suggesting these represent formal gateways rather than
cattle breaches, and ties in with the track which circles the site
on the W side and then joins with the main entrance track.
Trench 40 resolved into a platform, which had been cut into
the inner rampart scarp and over the ditch filled with rubble
from a dry stone wall revetment of the upper rampart bank.
No structures were recognised, suggesting this was an open
area rather than a hut platform.
Trench 39 over the external ditch and bank showed that
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collapse had take place in a number of phases, suggesting the
collapse of a deteriorating site. OSL sequencing was carried
out on the ditch fill.
Trench 41 confirmed the presence of a turf wall structure with
heather matting which may have been a shepherd’s shelter.
Trench 42 over the mound at the entrance had been placed
to test a theory that it may have been a deliberate mound over
a cist cemetery. No revetment or kerb stones were found,
although there were two substantial postholes associated
with the mound indicating that it may have formed part of an
alternative entrance.
Further post-excavation and research is ongoing to provide
a full interpretation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Rampart Scotland

The team highlights the profile of the outer ditch for the final
season of Rampart Scotland excavations at White Castle
(Copyright David Connolly)

Haddington
Abbeymill Farm
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 53613 74731 A geophysical survey was undertaken on 27

April 2013, at the request of Haddington’s History Society, of
a 2400m2 area of arable land at Abbeyhill Farm on the site
of St Mary’s Nunnery. This was one of the largest Scottish
nunneries, founded by Ada, Countess of Northumberland
and Huntingdon, for Cistercian nuns, before 1159 and closed
in 1621. The survey identified an L-shaped higher resistance
anomaly located to the S of the graveyard measuring 28m E–W
and 13m N–S at its widest point. Traces of possible outlying
structures were also noted.
Archive: East Lothian HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Russell Trust, Haddington’s History Society and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

Amisfield Walled Garden
Excavation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 53314 74192 A third season of community excavation was
undertaken, 27 May – 1 June and 9–14 September 2013. The
garden has an area of 3.24ha and is enclosed by 5m high walls
of dressed Garvald freestone to the N and rough masonry
on the other three sides. Continuing investigations on the
glasshouses on the N wall revealed the stonework from the
1783 building. This was intact and the massive mortar footings
of the structures were uncovered. The garden walls were
recorded photographically and each pavilion was recorded in
3D using photogrammetric software. A total of four schools
were involved in the excavations.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Amisfield Preservation
Trust

Bothwell Castle, Hardgate
Excavation and standing building recording
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 51700 74089 A programme of community archaeology was
undertaken, 15–22 September 2013, as part of the Peter Potter
Gallery Monument Project. This work was supported by East
Lothian Council Archaeology Service and brought together 11
schools and over 200 local people to excavate in Hardgate Park

1920s image of Bothwell Castle, Haddington and 3D photogrammetric point cloud of the trench, showing the courtyard wall and lintel of
doorway into the vaulted kitchen beyond (Copyright David Motherwell and David Connolly)
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on the site of ‘Bothwell Castle’.
Bothwell Castle is a late 16th- or early 17th-century town
house, which consisted of a main block running N–S and
two wings which extended E to the river, enclosing a small
courtyard. A circular tower projected at the front SW angle,
while at the E end of the S wing was a rectangular dovecot
integral with the wall.
Excavation in the upper levels showed the building is still
upstanding (2–2.5m high) towards the river and the courtyard
is intact to ground floor level. The vaulted kitchen chamber
has lost the vaulting and the cellar has been filled with rubble
hardcore. A doorway and window sills were uncovered, but
the building was demolished to ground level in 1952.
The lower river walkway is buried beneath over 1.5m of
sand; however, examination of the river wall confirmed the
presence of a range of structures along Hardgate, which is now
parkland. These include a complete set of post 1548 Siege town
houses and hints that some of these may have foundations
that date to the 16th century or earlier.

excavation of a deeper sondage revealed both the c18th-century
realignment of the Nungate Bridge and demolition debris from
a house known to have been constructed in the later 1600s.

Byres Cottage
Standing building recording and watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 49529 76909 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out on 8 January 2013 during development work
at 3 Byres Cottage. A Level 1 standing building survey
was undertaken of the current building. A settlement was
established at Byres in the 16th century with the construction
of the bastle house known as Byres Tower. A farm steading
was established to the W of the tower in the late 18th to 19th
century. The cottage itself, one of several to the SE of the farm,
probably dates from the early to mid-19th century.
A watching brief was carried out during the excavation of a
4.5 x 1.4m by 2.4m deep area to the NW of the cottage for a
septic tank and a house extension to the N of the cottage. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.

Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Amisfield Preservation
Trust

Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Peter Potter Gallery/HLF

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr R Black

Cheviot Mill House
Standing building recording
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 51276 73371 A standing building survey was carried out
3–30 January 2013 on this unremarkable but significant mill
building, part of the West Mills complex, which represents an
important part of Haddington’s milling and weaving history.
The survey established that the site may be divided into three
broad phases, with construction in 1852, construction and
alteration up to 1885 and interior panelling in c1910.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy

Nungate Bridge Washhouses
Excavation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 51900 73765 A programme of community archaeology
was undertaken, 9–16 June 2013, as part of the Peter Potter
Gallery Monument Project. This work was supported by East
Lothian Archaeology Service and is one of the first Open
Access Archaeology projects, where passersby were welcome
to become involved in the excavation or discussions. The
project brought together eight schools and over 450 people
from Nungate and Haddington.
The team excavated and recorded part of the stone walls
and later brick extensions of a 19th-century washhouse. The

Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and Peter Potter Gallery/
HLF

St Mary’s Church, Haddington
Standing building recording
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 51893 73635 In May – September 2013 a group from the U3A
worked as part of the Peter Potter Gallery Monument Project
to record features on the S side of the grand parish church of
Haddington. This church was dedicated to the Virgin Mary,
and first mentioned in 1139, when it was granted to St Andrews
by David I. However, during the Siege of Haddington (1547/8)
the building was largely destroyed by both undermining and
cannon fire. The surviving masonry is pock marked with
bullet holes from arquebus shot. The record of the 428 bullet
holes provided an insight into their direction and impact
trajectory, and allowed the production of a complex heat map
and calculation of the firing direction of the bullets.

Tenterfield Cottage, Victoria Park, Haddington
Standing building recording and assessment
Diana Sproat and Thomas Bradley-Lovekin – AOC Archaeology
Group
NT 51495 74172 A standing building survey and assessment
were carried out on 17 December 2012 on Tenterfield Cottage
in advance of proposed development work. The Dictionary of
Scottish Architects suggests that the cottage was built at the
same time as the Employment Exchange building, 1912–15;
however, it does not appear on any maps until after the 1940s.
The building is in a state of dereliction, although it is fairly
wind and watertight. Whilst the exterior still retains its original
character, the interior has been modified, with fireplaces
cemented over and new furnishings and decoration, leaving
the windows as the only original features still intact.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Inveresk
Carberry Estate Gymnasium
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey − CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 36320 69825 A building appraisal was carried out in July
2013 on the former gymnasium prior to its conversion into
flats. The building is first shown on the 2nd Edition OS map of
1894. It has remained unchanged with the exception of a toilet
block that was added to the NW-facing elevation during the
late 20th century. It is brick built with a slate gambrel-shaped
roof and lit by 18 roof lights. At the SE end an entrance lobby
provided access to a narrow hallway and first floor gallery
staircase. The staircase is a typical late Victorian feature with a
barley twist balustrade and newel posts. A fireplace heated the
gallery and this was also found to be an original period feature.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: East Lothian HER and
RCAHMS
Funder: Kingsland Estates

Inveresk Lodge
Standing building recording and watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
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NT 34869 71851 An opportunity arose for a standing building
survey of the lodge to be carried out, 17 June – 23 August
2013, when the building became temporarily vacant following
a small fire. A measured survey of external and internal
elevations, a plan and photographic and written records were
produced. A review of archive material was also undertaken.
The work established that several phases of building had
taken place within the lodge. The long standing construction
date of 1683, based on the date inscribed lintel over the stair
tower window, reflects the date of the stair tower, which was
added to the original and earlier SE wing. The SW wing was
then added, probably in two stages, with later 19th-century
additions and changes. One of the major changes to the house
was the creation of the Music Room, possibly in the late 18th
or early 19th century, from a former two-storey element of the
SE wing. Large windows were inserted into the SE elevation,
disturbing the balance of the façade. A central doorway with
porch and a large dining room extension to the S were also
added at this time. The NW wing of the house was demolished
during the early 19th century, creating a bulge in the wall on
the W side of the NE elevation. There is now a separate block
forming the NW wing.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

The test pits did not reach natural but identified a firm layer
of made ground, which could be used as the foundation for
the garage. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian HER
Funder: Mr David Deery

Morham
Morham
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 5568 7231 On the 8 June 2013 EAFS surveyed the assumed
site of Morham Castle at the request of East Lothian Council
Archaeology Service. Morham Castle dates to the 12th century
but had disappeared by 1792. The survey revealed some slight
linear high resistance responses in the centre of the survey area
with a ‘horse shoe’ shaped anomaly to the SW. They appeared
to be bounded by a roughly circular low resistance band of
c39m in diameter, possibly delineating an earlier feature. It is
thought that the very dry soil conditions may have degraded
the survey results.
Archive: East Lothian HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council Archaeological Service and EAFS

North Berwick
Castle Hill, East Links
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 5606 8516 As part of Fringe-by-the-Sea Performance
Archaeology, EAFS surveyed two partial grids, a total of 560m2,
on Castle Hill on 7 August 2013. The castle was held by three
noble families, the MacDuffs, the Stewarts and the Lauders.
The 13th-century ‘castle’ was a wooden motte and bailey
built by the MacDuffs, Thanes of Fife. A substantial higher
resistance anomaly 17 x 4.7m was noted to the NW of the
survey area, possibly representing wall foundations. A further
area of the East Links adjacent to Castle Hill was surveyed but
nothing of note was detected.
Inveresk Lodge
Inveresk Lodge Garden
Metal detector survey and excavation
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NT 34828 71719 As part of East Lothian Archaeology Fortnight
and the commemoration of the Battle of Pinkie, The National
Trust for Scotland carried out a community excavation with
the intention of establishing the location of the garden within
the possible movement and retreat of troops in 1547.
A full metal detector survey was carried out, 7–11 September
2013, with the help of the Scottish Detector Club and uncovered
nearly 200 finds. Following this, a series of small test trenches
were excavated, which uncovered medieval pottery and the
remains of aviaries associated with the early 19th-century
occupation of the lodge by the Brunton family.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Sweethope North Lodge, Carberry Road, Inveresk
Watching brief
Jamie Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 35386 70818 A watching brief was carried out on 7 July
2012 during topsoil stripping and test pitting associated with
the construction of a house extension and garage on garden
ground adjacent to the NW wall of Sweethope North Lodge.
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Archive: East Lothian HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fringe by the Sea, Connolly Heritage Consultancy, Historic
Scotland and EAFS

Castle Hill, East Links
Excavation and survey
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 5606 8516 As part of an awareness raising exercise
regarding archaeology in the Lothians, this ‘pop up’ excavation
on 7 August 2013 took place with support from ELCAS and
Fringe-by-the-Sea. An open access dig, to the W of the Castle
Hill outwith the scheduled area, showed a depth of sand
deposits with several bands of soil growth and blown sand
with one event at c0.8m which contained a large number
of ‘live’ shells transported to this location by a large storm.
The inclusion of two corroded nails and a small fragment of
Scottish Red Ware ceramic suggest the date of 1656, when a
large storm hit North Berwick. A geophysical survey of the
Castle Hill showed a large retaining wall and other internal
features, while an enhanced topographic survey showed areas
of continued erosion, reflecting the impact of public access.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy

Gilsland
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
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NT 5428 8441 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
21–22 January 2013, prior to residential development. It was
planned that 8% of the 3.87ha area would be investigated;
however, the presence of live services led to a reduction in
the area examined from 1470 to 565m. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Cala Homes

Mains Farm, North Berwick
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 5470 8425 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 25
February – 6 March 2013, prior to a proposed development on a
37ha greenfield plot at Mains Farm. The northern 22ha will be
most significantly affected and a total of 84 trenches covering
8% (>18300m2) were excavated across this area. The presence
of areas of standing water and numerous field drains suggest
that historically the ground has been relatively poor. The
limited assemblage of unstratified artefacts recovered suggest
that deep ploughing, indicated by the plough scarring found
in many of the trenches, has not truncated any significant
archaeological deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CgMs Ltd on behalf of Walker Group Ltd

Tantallon Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NT 59587 85029 Gradiometer and resistance surveys were
carried out, 5–9 March 2013, over the Inner Close, the Outer
Close and the Outer Defences. Both the surveys have identified
a wide variety of anomalies of potential archaeological
significance. Within the Inner Close well defined anomalies
indicating possible building ranges have been detected. Within
the Outer Close the data are more ephemeral. However, both
the gradiometer and resistance datasets suggest a possible
range of buildings immediately to the NW of the entrance
to the castle. A perplexing cluster of anomalies, suggesting
a series of stone packed postholes, has also been detected.
Elsewhere less well defined anomalies have been noted which
may be of archaeological significance. Data from the Outer
Defences are dominated by a wide ditch outwith the ravelin
and responses from earlier ridge and furrow cultivation.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Historic Scotland

Ormiston
Ormiston Medical Centre
Evaluation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 4066 6902 An evaluation of a field to the N of Tynemouth
Road and the W of Ormiston village was carried out, 15–16
March 2013, prior to development work. The work recorded
field drains and a field boundary.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: GTFA Ltd

Pencaitland
Pencaitland Parish Church
Watching brief
Philip Karsgaard – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 4432 6901 A watching brief was carried out, November
2011 – January 2012, during groundworks relating to the
upgrading of footpaths and the installation of drainage and

footpath lighting in the grounds of Pencaitland Parish Church
Cemetery. The human remains encountered during these
works, both in situ articulated burials and redeposited charnel,
were recovered and reburied, either as close to their original
positions as possible, or in charnel caches whose locations
were recorded. Exposed grave slabs, footings and boundary
markers were cleaned and photographed. Architectural
remains relating to a previous churchyard entrance and a
former boundary wall were also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian HER
Funder: Pencaitland Parish Church

Pencaitland Parish Church
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 44383 68930 A watching brief was undertaken, October
2013, in the grounds of Pencaitland Parish Church during the
excavation of two shallow trenches for the installation of an
electricity cable on the SW side of the churchyard. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian HER
Funder: East Lothian Council

Prestonpans
Dolphinstone Farm, Prestonpans
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 38061 73291 A watching brief was undertaken on 15 March
2013 on the SW edge of a new housing development. This area
is within the 100m buffer zone of a newly scheduled ancient
monument discovered during an earlier evaluation. The work
established that one part of the area had been truncated by
post-medieval mining activity, but the majority of the groundbreaking works were not monitored.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barratt Homes

Spott
The Bowerhouse, Spott, Dunbar
Watching brief
Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 66714 76626 A watching brief was carried out in August
2013 during ground-breaking works associated with the
installation of drainage services and a soakaway. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian HER
Funder: G A Laing on behalf of Bain, Swan Architects

Tranent
Tranent Mains Farm
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 4083 7348 An evaluation was carried out on 20 August 2013
at Tranent Mains Farm prior to its redevelopment for housing.
The presence of extensive concrete foundations and surfaces,
some reinforced and over 0.3m deep, across two thirds of the
site limited the evaluation to four trenches covering 130m2.
The work recorded a number of sandstone walls and brick
floors belonging to the 19th-century farmstead that once stood
on the site and is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map. The N
and W sides of the farmstead survived beyond the extent of
the 20th-century concrete.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Persimmon Homes East Scotland
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Whittingehame
Cockielaw, Haddington
Watching brief
James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 59290 73300 A watching brief was undertaken on 5
November 2012 during ground reduction works associated
with the creation of the footings of two wind turbines
and the associated cable trenches. No finds or features or
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: East Lothian HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Agricultural Management (Haddington) Ltd

Yester
Stobshiel Pump Station, Humbie
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 51099 64291 A watching brief was carried out on 17
November 2011 during topsoil stripping associated with a
new development near Stobshiel Pump Station. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: LH Architecture

EAST RENFREWSHIRE
Mearns
Barcapel Fields, Newton Mearns
Evaluation
Kirsty Dingwall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 5416 5761 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken, 28
January – 1 February 2013, on a 6.8ha site prior to a proposed
residential development. The trenching revealed areas of very
poorly preserved rig and furrow across parts of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Persimmon Homes West Scotland

Greenbank House, Clarkston
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NS 5610 5663 A ground resistance survey was carried out on 4
June 2013 in the walled garden at Greenbank House. An area
of 52 x 40m was examined to look for evidence of the layout of
the earlier formal garden. The survey recorded probable paths
or hard standings as areas of high resistance. Several areas of
low resistance were also recorded, an almost perfect square of
c7 x 7m is possibly the site of a flower bed or pond.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland, RCAHMS and WoSAS
(intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and EAFS

EDINBURGH
Currie
Kirk Manse, 1 Kirkgate
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 18365 67648 A standing building survey was undertaken
of a former workshop and stables associated with the Kirk
Manse prior to their partial demolition and development. The
buildings, which consist of two small detached stone rubble
blocks with pitched slate roofs, were constructed in the late
74

18th century, at the same time as the manse. A few alterations,
to make them suitable for modern use, had been made but
one room a former stables still contained some early, probably
19th-century stalls and a cobbled floor.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr R Aitken

Malleny Park, Balerno
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1670 6676 A 10% trial trenching evaluation was carried
out, 12–13 December 2012, prior to development of a new
football pitch. A total of seven trenches, covering 812m2,
were excavated but no finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Currie Rugby Football Club

Mansfield Road, Balerno
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1612 6539 An evaluation was carried out, 19–27 September
2013, prior to a proposed residential development. A
geophysical survey was undertaken and identified a number
of potential archaeological features, which upon investigation
were found to be stoneholes and large rubble drains associated
with modern agriculture. The presence of overhead power
lines on the c12.5ha site led to trenching being reduced from
the planned 10% sample of 6200m to 5600m. A 19th-century
tile works was known to be located in the SW corner of the
area; however, due to the presence of power lines this area was
only partly evaluated.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barratt and David Wilson Homes

Mid-Hermiston Steading
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 17600 70210 A watching brief was carried out, 20 March
2012 – 13 March 2013, during the excavation of foundation
and service trenches associated with the redevelopment of
the steading. A large stone-lined well was recorded below the
foundation of the 18th-century steading walls, which may relate
to activity during the 17th-century. A number of the foundation
walls for the steading were also recorded in the trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Credential (Hermiston) Ltd

Dalmeny
Agilent Technologies, South Queensferry
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 137 776 and NT 139 773 An evaluation was carried out, 26–
28 August 2013, on a development site at Agilent Technologies.
The development area measures c13ha; however, only two
areas covering 3.86ha in total were available for evaluation.
The work had aimed to target the possible site of a medieval
motte (NT17NW 34); however, the whole area had been
severely truncated and there were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: EMA Architects and Design Ltd

Edinburgh
Albert Dock, Ocean Drive
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Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2724 7676 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
20–25 June 2013, prior to a proposed residential development
on a brownfield site. A total of seven trenches covering 7%
(479m2) were excavated across the site. The demolition of the
buildings associated with the active use of Albert Docks and
the travelling cranes had been extensive and comprehensive.
Barring the survival of the actual Albert Docks frontage there
only remained a small area of survival in the SW corner of the
site. This consisted of areas of cobbling and train tracks, which
were cleaned and recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Cala Homes (East)

Beaverhall Road
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 256 754 An evaluation was carried out, 29 April – 2 May
2013, in advance of a proposed residential development.
Although the majority of the site had been truncated, with
limited survival of in situ original deposits, the truncated
remains of several brick structural elements were recorded.
These included the remains of a building visible on the OS
map of 1908. A further small brick surface was also recorded
along the S boundary of the site. This was directly overlain
by concrete and formed a layer of hard standing, capping
a deposit of made ground. The disturbed remains of the
hard standing were visible in several trenches along the SE
boundary. No archaeological remains predating the late 19th /
early 20th centuries were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Springfield Properties Ltd

Bellevue Road
Evaluation
James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 25924 75253 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
on 13 March 2013 prior to a development on land 47m N of
117 Bellevue Road. The evaluation covered 5% of the site and
deep deposits, up to c4m, of made ground were recorded in
all of the trenches. No evidence for a road, mill race or the
Broughton Burn, which are shown on the 1852 OS Town Plan
were recorded. Although no remains of the buildings shown
on the plan were recorded, at least some of the various layers
of demolition debris and red brick probably originated from
these structures.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Justin Lamb Associates

Biggar Road
Standing building recording, evaluation and watching brief
Diana Sproat and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24796 67784 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, 25 October 2012 – 3 September 2013, in advance
of demolition and development work on the site of the
Fairmile Inn at 44 Biggar Road. A standing building survey
was carried out of the Fairmile Inn, which was originally
called the Hillburn Roadhouse, and was built in the 1950s.
The inn was built after the demolition of an earlier building
of unknown, but at least mid-19th-century date. The site is
on the location of the former Bow Bridge, which was located
on one of the main routes into Edinburgh. The development
site had been heavily affected by the construction of the
Edinburgh City Bypass in the 1980s and no finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded during the
evaluation or watching brief.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Oberlanders Architects LLP

Bridge Street, Portobello
Evaluation, excavation and watching brief
Jake Streatfeild-James − AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3044 7430 An evaluation, watching brief and excavation
were undertaken, 28 May – 24 July 2013, on a development site
at 1 Bridge Street. A large dump of kiln waste, clinker, discarded
kiln furniture and stoneware wasters covered the whole of the
site. This deposit was interpreted as made ground that had
been used to create a level yard surface behind the promenade,
which was constructed in the 20th century. The remains of a
substantial harbour wall in three distinct phases were located
during the evaluation and subsequently uncovered during the
excavation. Several concentrated dumps of ceramic material
were also recovered. A large spread of sanitary ware, dating
to the late 19th century was recovered in the upper levels of
the site. Two concentrations of earlier material were recovered
from material thought to be contemporary with the use of the
harbour.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: MNM Developments (Scotland) Ltd

Brunswick Road
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 266 747 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 10–12
December 2012, across a 1.625ha area in advance of a proposed
residential development. The majority of the site was covered
in reinforced concrete, and trenches targeted farm and rail
buildings visible on the 1st Edition OS map of 1853 and the 2nd
Edition OS map of 1897. The work revealed that the majority
of the site had undergone significant truncation with no in situ
original deposits remaining. The raised concrete foundation
platform was associated with the last building known to occupy
the site. The remains of stone flooring, relating to the rail shed
visible on the 2nd Edition OS map were recorded beneath the
concrete foundation. Upright supports for racking, probably
associated with the rail shed, were also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Barratt East Scotland Limited

Burdiehouse Mains
Evaluation and excavation
Matthew Ginnever – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 27885 67123 A trial trenching evaluation was carried
out, 12–24 October 2012, prior to a proposed residential
development on three fields, bounded to the S by the
Edinburgh City Bypass and to the W by Burdiehouse Road.
A total of 53 trenches, covering 7310m2 were excavated, and
recorded multiple ceramic and rubble field drains of recent
date, beneath c0.5m deep topsoil. The discovery of a modern
brick and concrete surface in the E section of the site led to an
excavation of that area. This recorded the limestone wall of a
building, which was probably associated with the nearby 19thcentury farmstead or lime working on the site.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Hallam Land Management

Calton Gate
Excavation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2638 7390 An excavation, consisting of hand dug test pits
followed by machine excavation was carried out, August –
October 2013, on a brownfield site at the corner of Old Tolbooth
Wynd and Calton Road prior to residential development.
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The work confirmed that the site had been occupied from
at least the 16th century, when cartographic evidence first
records activity. A poorhouse, which was built on the site in
1761, was excavated and found to contain at least two phases
of construction. The poorhouse was converted for use as an
epidemic hospital in the early 1870s.
The poorhouse was known to have been built over the N
edge of the Canongate Cemetery, which was associated with
the 17th-century Canongate Kirk to the S of the development
area. The remains of six human bodies were recorded in this
area. Both the cemetery and the poorhouse were built over
midden material dating from the early medieval period.
Evidence for earlier agriculture activity was provided by
possible rig and furrow or vegetable lines, together with the
fragmentary remains of the original burgage boundaries.
A midden bank and a stone wall identified over the natural
subsoil suggest that the site was originally divided into
three plots. The artefactual material recovered indicated
that material had been dumped on the site from at least the
13th century.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Places for People

Casselbank Street, Leith
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2684 7584 A watching brief was carried out in December
2012 during ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of a single house. The work covered a 64m2 area
in the gap between existing buildings. A layer of garden soil
was recorded below the modern ground surface and a small
number of clay pipe stems dating to the 18th/19th century were
recovered from the soil.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr R Heinfer

Castlehill
Watching brief
Jake Streatfeild-James − AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25333 73637 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 October
– 14 December 2012, during ground-breaking work associated
with the replacement of a low pressure gas main. A large arched
tunnel constructed of mortar bonded sandstone was recorded
below the roundabout opposite the Hub, and it runs from
Castlehill in the direction of Upper Bow. Two negative features
were also recorded in the service trench; the first opposite the
Camera Obscura and the second opposite the Ramsay Lane
Reservoir. The former produced a single fragment of 13thcentury Scottish White Gritty Ware.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service

Clifton Terrace, Haymarket
Watching brief
James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 24010 73230 A watching brief was carried out, 9 July – 8
October 2012, at 7–8 Clifton Terrace during ground-breaking
work. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ica Architects

Cloverfoot Cottages, The Wisp
Evaluation
Jake Streatfeild-James − AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3039 7089 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
2–3 September 2013, on land S of Cloverfoot Cottages, on
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the W side of The Wisp, in advance of a proposed residential
development. The development area consists of open land
situated adjacent to the former Niddrie Pits, and between the
designed landscapes at Niddrie House to the N and Edmonston
House to the S.
A total of 16 trenches, covering 2,518m2, were excavated and
recorded large deposits of clinker, spent coal, clay and other
mining waste. These deposits were interpreted as waste piles
for the nearby colliery, which had been dumped downslope,
modifying the slope of the hill and filling up natural hollows.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Springfield Properties PLC

Constitution Street, Leith
Watching brief
Laura Bailey – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 269 759 A watching brief was carried out in July 2013
during road and footpath resurfacing, alterations to kerb lines
and gully repairs. The excavations generally did not exceed
0.17m in depth and no finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The City of Edinburgh Council

Corstorphine Bowling Club, Saughton Road North
Watching brief
Charlotte Douglas – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2004 7268 A watching brief was carried out, 11–15 January
2013, during groundwork associated with the extension
of Corstorphine Bowling Club. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Corstorphine Bowling Club

Corstorphine Hill
Evaluation
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society (EAFS)
NT 2026 7498 At the suggestion of John Lawson of CECAS,
EAFS is undertaking test pitting at the N end of Corstorphine
Hill in the general area where a ‘collection of articles from a
kitchen midden on Corstorphine Hill including shells, bones,
bone implements, hammer stones, cup-marked stones,
the upper stone of a saddle quern, whorl, and fragments
of pottery’ were found and exhibited to the Fellows of the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in 1894. An initial five
1m2 test pits were opened on 23 July and 21 September 2013.
Only modern material was recovered. The first two pits were
excavated to bedrock and the remaining three to below the
modern disturbance layer. It is planned to put in further test
pits during 2014.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and CECAS
Funder: Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

Corstorphine Hill
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society (EAFS)
NT 2064 7377 In 2011 Dr T Welsh recorded the presence of
‘a round-ended rectangular enclosure 20m by 15m formed
by a 2m bank and outer ditch’ to the S of Clermiston Tower
on Corstorphine Hill (DES 2011, p.73). It is not clear whether
this matches an oval enclosure depicted in roughly the same
area on the 1895 25" OS map. On 1 June 2013 EAFS carried
out a ground resistance survey over the feature and adjacent
open ground. The results showed the oval or sub‑rectangular
feature, but also suggested variations in the bedrock on the
same roughly E–W alignment. Some of the boulders within
the feature have quarrying shot holes on them and the nature
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of the feature is uncertain. It is hoped to carry out a small
excavation through the banks of the feature during 2014 to
further explore its nature and possible origin.

and condition of the trenches. The main concentration of
trenches was located on the S side of the river, but a second
group was also identified and surveyed on the N side.

Corstorphine Hill
Cup-marked rocks
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society (EAFS)
NT 2052 7414 While the existence of cup-marked rocks on
the W-facing slope of Corstorphine Hill has long been known,
there has been some discrepancy in accounts of the extent of
the cup-marked slabs and of how many cup marks are present.
On 13 April 2013 members of EAFS, under the guidance of Dr
Tertia Barnett, created a record of the cup-marked rock slabs
using a standardised methodology which has recently been
developed for recording rock art in the N of England. This
system uses standard forms to record the location, description
and environment of the site, as well as potential threats. The
site is drawn and photographed in consistent formats. This
facilitates the creation of a detailed database of information
on rock art sites.

Drum Street
Watching brief
Alan Duffy - AOC Archaeology Group
NT 29304 68588 A watching brief was carried out, 31 October
– 1 November 2013, during ground-breaking work at 36 Drum
Street associated with a mixed residential/retail development.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and CECAS
Funder: Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

Archive: RCAHMS and CECAS (intended)
Funder: Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

Dreghorn Polo Fields
Survey, evaluation and standing building recording
Rob Engl and Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 21966 68366 (excavation area), NT 21938 68405
(Laverockdale Cottage) and NT 21927 68377 (Laverockdale
Bridge) A programme of archaeological work was undertaken
8–16 January and 16 October 2013 in advance of a proposed
residential development. A metal detector survey of the area
located only modern finds. The evaluation, which covered
7.5% (2050m), recorded two large rubble pits at the N end
of the site. These were filled with handmade bricks which
probably predated the 1850s. A former field boundary visible
on early maps was also investigated.
A standing building survey was carried out of Laverockdale
Cottage and Laverockdale Bridge. The cottage is shown on the
1st Edition OS map of 1855 and was probably constructed in the
early 19th century. The 1st Edition map shows a rear porch in
the position now occupied by rear bedroom windows, which
suggests that the building was remodelled or rebuilt sometime
after 1855. The position of the cottage, close to the Dreghorn
Castle Estate, suggests it may have housed people working on
the estate. When the estate was purchased by the MOD the
cottage formed part of the purchase, indicating a connection
between the estate and the cottage.
Laverockdale Bridge, which dates to the late 19th century,
was constructed when the position of the access road over
a burn was changed from the E of the cottage to a position
to its W. The new bridge replaced a wooden footbridge and
provided cart access to the estate.
A concrete and brick platform associated with the use of the
N end of the field by the MOD was also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Dreghorn Woods
Survey
Bob Will and Fiona Jackson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd and Centre
for Battlefield Archaeology
NT 224 684 (centred on) A topographic and condition survey
was carried out, 7 February – 1 March 2013, on WW1 practice
trenches in woods on either side of the Braid River adjacent to
Dreghorn Barracks. The survey aimed to record the position

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr John Sheerin

Fairmilehead
Evaluation and standing building recording
Rob Engl and Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2480 6850 An evaluation and a standing building survey
was carried out, 4–14 March 2013, in advance of a residential
development at the waste water treatment works, Fairmilehead.
A 10% evaluation of the 10.3ha area was requested by CECAS;
however, c40% of the site was covered, and truncated by, the
deep foundations of the former water works, with further areas
affected by roads and live services. The evaluation of 3690m2
revealed that the site had been largely truncated by the creation
and development of the treatment works. The fields to the
N of the site were largely untouched and contained shallow
agricultural topsoil overlying bedrock. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA/David Wilson Homes

Fernielaw Avenue
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 21012 68267 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
on 18 July 2013 on the site of a small residential development.
The area had previously contained a Victorian cottage, now
demolished, and the site has been used for grazing in recent
years. The evaluation covered 10% (198m2) of the development
area, concentrating on the house plot. A 1.67m wide ditch with
a rubble drain at its base was found running N–S through the
W edge of the site. This is considered to be a probable postmedieval boundary ditch and drain related to Ferneilaw Farm.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr S Dalton

Ferry Road, Edinburgh
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24415 76045 A standing building survey was carried out on
1 November 2011 of a small building at 382 Ferry Road prior to
its renovation. The building is a late 19th-century single storey
former stable with a hay loft above.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: McLaren, Murdoch and Hamilton

Fettes College
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 23601 75288 A standing building survey was carried out,
4–15 April 2013, of the former old gymnasium and concert hall
to the NE of Fettes College prior to major restructuring work.
Two original buildings were constructed within the complex in
77
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1872 and these were slowly expanded over the next 150 years,
with larger classrooms added in the 1950s. The main building
to the SW was originally a gymnasium, although it is now used
as a concert hall. The rest of the older buildings are now used
as classrooms, although older maps indicate that an L-shaped
building to the NE was once a fives’ court.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fettes College

Fort House, Leith
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2615 7662 A watching brief was carried out, 8 January – 7
February 2013, during ground-breaking work associated with
the demolition of Fort House. The original fort was built in
1780, and the boundary wall and two gatehouse buildings,
all Category B listed, still survive. A previous evaluation (DES
2011, 75) had identified remains relating to the fort, but it was
thought that the foundations of previous buildings would
have destroyed remains at this location. This was not the
case, and several foundations and walls relating to different
phases of the fort’s buildings were recorded throughout the
site. The remains corresponded to features on early maps,
and possibly predate the fort. Furthermore, a large postmedieval pit was recorded next to the fort wall which appears
to predate the fort.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Fort House, Leith
Excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2615 7662 An excavation was undertaken, 11–29
November 2013, prior to development of Fort House. The
site was previously used as an extension to the adjacent gun
battery and fort built in 1780. It is contained to the SE, SW
and NW by the original 19th-century boundary wall, which
with two gatehouse buildings still survive as Category B listed
structures.
The excavation of six areas in the development area
recorded several phases of fort construction which match
with the cartographic and historical evidence. Furthermore,
the earlier soil horizons provided ceramic and other artefacts
that will help to provide dates for activity in the medieval and
post-medieval period. Finally, a boundary ditch relating to
earlier agricultural activity on the site and a series of postholes
running parallel to it were recorded along the NW boundary
of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

2012 during the reinstatement of an access track to a new
energy centre within the former policies of Niddrie House.
The course of a path, marked on the 1st Edition OS map, was
located and its surface found to be made up of broken paving
slabs and crushed bricks.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Herman Lyon’s Mausoleum, Calton Hill
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26184 74210 A standing building survey was carried out on
26 August 2013 of the former Herman Lyon’s Mausoleum on
the top of Calton Hill, prior to its concealment after drainage
works on the site. The mausoleum, which dates from 1795,
is thought to be the first Jewish mausoleum/grave site in
Edinburgh created by Herman Lyon. It does not appear on any
maps bar the 1st Edition OS map of the 1850s and, although
its existence was known, it remained covered and generally
forgotten for the last 150 years. The survey identified the
main chamber with barrel-vaulted roof, the floor covered in
a deposit of modern hardcore, presumably dumped there
during the construction of the adjacent tarmac road.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Holyrood Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NT 26940 73964 The most interesting stones in this collection
are the late medieval tomb-slabs, and although some are very
weathered, some well executed details remain on others.
HOL/ts/1a+b forms the top left hand and right hand corners
of an incised slab. This would have belonged to a churchman,
with the remains of a cross-head, together with a chalice and
a shield containing three fleurs-de-lis(?). The identity of the
individual is unknown, as an inscription running around the
outer edge is illegible.
The upper part of another slab is found in a pair of stones,
HOL/ts/6-7. Together, the late medieval fragments depict a
tree set above a shield of arms. The quartered shield bears
three florettes and a ship. The shield has a crown above and
is flanked by a pair of stags, each of which wears a harness,
the lower ends of which entwine in a decorative knot below
the shield.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Greendykes Road
Evaluation
Douglas Allan and Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 301 708 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
15 August–11 September 2013, in advance of a proposed
residential development. The evaluation covered 10% of the
13ha area and recorded the basal courses of a demolished
sandstone wall/field boundary, mineshafts and further
evidence of early modern mining activity.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Meary Voar Developments

Greendykes Road
Watching brief
Derek Hall
NT 299 711 A watching brief was carried out on 19 November
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Holyrood Park: Whinny Hill
Survey
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 279 735 (centred on) A condition survey was carried out
on 7 August 2013 on part of the NE portion of Whinny Hill
after an area of grass and gorse thickets was damaged by fire.
The affected area measured c200m E–W by 100m N-S and the
fire had burnt out four large gorse thickets and left the areas
between them scorched or badly burned. A potential low bank
may be part of the larger scheme of field banks (undated)
which can be traced on the plan in RCAHMS Broadsheet
Number 6 (1998).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Inch House, Liberton
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 2771 7082 A ground resistance geophysical survey
consisting of two partial 20 x 20m grids was carried out at Inch
House on 6 May 2013, at the request of the Greater Liberton
Heritage Project, which was interested in trying to locate a well
and any earlier buildings near to the existing house. The area
surveyed was on the E side of the house and had a maximum
extent of 32 x 18m, though with several gaps due to buildings
and hard surfaces.
The only clear high resistance features found were associated
with modern disturbance. Elsewhere there was little variation
in ground resistance, with the possible exception of one area
that showed more variation. Unfortunately, the survey was so
constrained by buildings and hard surfaces in this area that
it is not possible to draw any conclusions on what might be
causing the variations.
Archive: Greater Liberton Heritage Project, RCAHMS and CECAS
Funder: Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

James Gillespie’s Primary School
Evaluation, excavation and watching brief
Martin Cook, Jamie Humble and Hana Kdolska – AOC Archaeology
Group
NT 2509 7216 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 23 February – 22 March 2013, prior to and during
redevelopment of the school. Deposits had been removed
almost to bedrock across most of the site, and the area with the
highest archaeological potential was a zone of raised ground
close to the current school buildings. An excavation focusing
on the ridge of higher ground recorded features relating to
the 17th-century designed landscape surrounding the tower
house of Bruntsfield House. These garden features consisted
of a parallel pair of retaining walls, which would have formed
a raised path/track and the base of a flowerbed. Set into one
of the walls facing Bruntsfield House was a recessed niche or
grotto. Preserved below the garden features was an earthen
bank, part of an estate or field boundary. Underlying this was
the badly truncated remains of a medieval structure comprising
two walls along with pits cut into the natural subsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Services for Communities and The City of Edinburgh
Council

James Gillespie’s Primary School
Evaluation and watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2509 7216 A second phase of archaeological work was
carried out, 15 July – 2 August 2013, prior to and during
redevelopment of the school. The evaluation demonstrated
that the Bruntsfield House ice house will be affected by the

proposed development. The E half of the ice house is currently
intact, but the W half may have been truncated by the 1960s
school buildings. Evidence seen during a watching brief
indicated that the former footprint of Bruntsfield House may
have extended further E and that other probable boundary
walls still survive in the grounds of the school.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Morrison Construction

Lanark Road West
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 18428 67829 A standing building survey was carried out
of two early to mid–19th-century cottages at 157–9 Lanark
Road prior to their demolition, followed by an evaluation of
50m2 of the development area. The work undertaken, 13 – 24
September 2013, recorded the buildings but did not locate any
other finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

L’Arche House, Restalrig
Evaluation and metal detector survey
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 287 744 A trial trenching evaluation and metal detector
survey were carried out on 19 December 2012 during
redevelopment of a plot of land for the new L’Arche House.
A 10% (120m2) area of the site was assessed, but the area had
been truncated during the construction of the surrounding
20th-century housing estate, and there were no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: L’Arche House

Lauriston Castle
Watching brief
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 20300 76095 A watching brief was carried out, 13–15
August 2013, during the excavation of five test trenches in
advance of the installation of new water mains. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The City of Edinburgh Council

Liberton Tower Lane
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26465 69599 A watching brief was carried out on 19
November 2011 during topsoil stripping associated with a new
development at 1A Liberton Tower Lane. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Martin Reynolds

Marshall’s Court
Watching brief
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2616 7438 A watching brief was carried out on 2 July 2013
during the excavation of service and foundation trenches
at Marshall’s Court. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: London Organising Committee of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games Ltd

McDonald Street
Evaluation
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Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 260 752 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out on
21 March 2013 on a brownfield site prior to development.
There are no known sites within Phase 1 of the development,
but a Victorian church is located within Phase 2. A total of
10% of the development area was evaluated but only largescale landscaping and backfilling, attributed to modern sand
extraction, were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service

Murano Place
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2260 7495 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
on 27 November 2013 on a proposed development site to the
E of Murano Place. The excavation of four trenches (108m)
recorded several brick building foundations and floor deposits
relating to Victorian industrial buildings that formerly
occupied the site. A well preserved cobble yard associated
with the buildings was also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Axiom Project Services

National Museums, Granton
Standing building recording
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 22813 76897 A programme of standing building recording
was carried out in February 2013 at West Granton Road on
three brick built single storey buildings of late 1940s to early
1950s date, prior to their demolition. The buildings were in a
moderate state of repair and had been stripped of all modern
internal fixtures and fittings. The buildings were part of a
larger complex of buildings located to the W of the existing
NMS Collection Centre and consisted of two storage buildings
and an office block. The work allowed a preliminary phasing
of some elements of the buildings, including the insertion and
blocking of windows and doors and the construction of two
new gable ends. The buildings were constructed as part of a
project to retrain demobbed soldiers returning to the UK after
WW2.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: National Museums of Scotland

Newcraighall North
Watching brief
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 32048 72060 A watching brief was carried out, 3–5
June 2013, during the excavation of 25 pits on a proposed
development site. The trial pits contained up to 3m of make-up
material and there were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: David R Murray and Associates

Oaklands Special School, Broomhouse Crescent
Evaluation
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 20377 71224 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out in September 2012 at the site of the former school.
A total of 16 trenches, amounting to 870m2 were excavated. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Cruden Homes (East) Ltd

Old High School, Infirmary Street
Excavation and watching brief
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Ross Murray – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 26151 73477 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, March – May 2013, during development work. The
area of the Old High School is of interest as an earlier building,
the 16th-century Royal High School, was demolished to make
way for its construction. It was also the speculated location of
a Dominican Friary founded in 1230 and demolished during
the Reformation in 1559.
Since 2010 Headland Archaeology Ltd has been involved in
the renovation of the Old High School with the work including
a watching brief, historic building recording and an excavation.
The watching brief revealed limited evidence of buildings to
the rear of the Old High School and a number of culverts to
the front of the building. The excavation was located near the
entrance of the building and contained the remains of the
Royal High School, as well as part of the Dominican Friary
and associated graveyard. In total 95 burials were excavated,
including one which had an elaborately carved grave slab.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The University of Edinburgh

Potterrow
Excavation and watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 25939 73252 An excavation and watching brief were
carried out, 9 January – 13 May 2013, in advance of the
construction of student accommodation at 18–22 Potterrow.
A prior evaluation had identified building remains (DES 2012,
81), and the excavation found that the buildings directly
corresponded to the layout of those shown on the 1st Edition
OS map of 1852. Photographic evidence suggests that they
consisted of traditional Edinburgh tenements with commercial
premises on the ground floor and residential dwellings from
first floor level upwards. Cartographic sources indicate that
the buildings had been partially demolished by 1947, with the
remainder demolished by 1962.
The features uncovered were in keeping with demolished
tenements and included an external cobbled area, wall
footings, drainage channels, floor surfaces, basements,
external yards, a well and vaulted cellars. Some of the walls/
surfaces sat directly on top of the natural subsoil, while
others sat on top of mixed made ground levelling deposits.
Deep basements and cellars at the N end of the site probably
removed any earlier features in this area, and there was no
clear evidence of any earlier structures elsewhere on the site.
Two wall lines and a circular feature along the W edge of the
site had been constructed from slightly different material, and
although there was some speculation that this might indicate
an earlier phase of construction, the wall lines uncovered were
found to directly correspond with wall lines shown on the 1st
Edition OS map.
The finds recovered were largely 19th/20th-century in date
and predominantly domestic items such as pottery. Again, this
is in keeping with the presence of tenement buildings and the
finds were probably mostly derived from dumped demolition
material. A few earlier pottery sherds including some of
medieval date were recovered from mixed made ground
levelling deposits, which also contained more recent material.
This residual material was probably brought in with material
used during the construction of the tenements.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Arduni Ltd

Princes Street Gardens
Watching brief
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25496 73879 A watching brief was undertaken, 17–21
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October 2013, during ground-breaking work associated with
the construction of support pilings for a fairground wheel. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded
in the four 1m2 trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Underbelly Ltd

Raeburn House Hotel
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat and Rob Engl
NT 24252 74721 A Level 2 standing building survey and
evaluation were undertaken, on 21 December 2012, in advance
of proposed renovation work. This country house was built
in the 1830s and converted into a hotel in the 20th century.
The building was renovated in the mid- to late 20th century
and few original features survived. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded in evaluation
trenches (50m2) excavated to the rear of the house.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Pentland Investments Ltd

Ravenscroft Gardens
Evaluation
Nicholas Johnstone – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26339 73115 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
14–15 October 2013, during development of an open area of
land. The 10% evaluation of 36m2 found that the area had been
quarried and there were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Jim Ryce

Redhall House, Craiglockhart Drive South
Standing building survey, evaluation and watching brief
Mike Cressey and James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 21876 70076 A programme of archaeological works was
carried out, May – October 2012, prior to the demolition of
the former Redhall House stables, carriage house, barn and
ancillary building, including Level 2 and 4 historic building
survey, a trial trenching evaluation and a watching brief.
The stable and carriage house (Building 1) was constructed
in 1774 as part of the Redhall House Estate. The buildings
occupy a C-shaped plan with both a two-storey N and S wing
and a central block. The S wing was the main stables and the
central block was the carriage house. The E-facing elevation
of the S wing incorporates a neo-classical façade with roundheaded central window flanked by pilasters. The cornice is
surmounted by an open pediment that once held a plaque of
a horse. The carriage house doorway is on the same elevation
between the two wings. The slate roof was removed during the
late 20th century and its walls were reduced to first floor level.
Building 2 was constructed during the late 19th century and
is a small stone-built animal house with hatch and slit vents. It
was later converted into a wash house.
Building 3 is a large rectangular stone-built barn that was
lofted. Built in the late 18th or early 19th century, it has skewed
gables and has ornate slit vents on its E-facing and S-facing
gable. The vents are embellished with carved tri-foil and stars.
A chimney occupies the NE corner of the NE-facing gable, and
it is postulated that this may be associated with a blacksmiths’
forge.
Building 4 is represented by upstanding 1.5m high walls. The
building was extant in the mid-19th century and demolished
sometime during the 20th century.
A targeted evaluation consisting of three trenches and
covering 50m2 was carried out around the buildings.
Archaeological deposits were recorded in only one trench;

these consisted of a post-medieval metalled and flagstone
floor.
A demolition watching brief on the interiors of Building 2 and
3 confirmed that Building 2 had a concrete floor resting directly
on natural clay. Building 3 had a flagstone floor overlying an
earlier sandstone and lime mortar floor. The foundations of
the wall comprised undressed sandstone boulders.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Miller Homes (East) Ltd

Robertson`s Close
Evaluation
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2606 7347 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
on 2 November 2012 in advance of a proposed planning
application. A total of three trenches were excavated covering
10% of the area. No remains of archaeological significance
were identified and it was evident that the site had been
heavily truncated by modern development. Backfill deposits
of construction gravel and sand extended to a depth of at least
2.2m below the present ground surface.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Edinburgh

Saltire Society
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2612 7363 A watching brief was undertaken, 7–17 June
2013, while a bedding trench for new waterproofing membrane
was excavated along part of the N elevation of the Saltire
Society offices. This revealed the truncated brick-lined flue of
a sub-floor heating system. The feature was cut through the N
wall of the property, which in turn was cut against a deposit
of clay (undated).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Seafield Street, Leith
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 28608 75671 A standing building survey was carried out, 18
April 2013, of the former hospital building at 4 Seafield Street,
formerly part of the Eastern General Hospital. The building
was constructed c1910 as part of the Leith Poorhouse, later the
Seafield Hospital and Eastern General Hospital. In its later life
the building served as part of the Findlay Care Home. This
T-shaped building with a slightly projecting stair tower to the
W was in a poor state of repair, having been left abandoned for
a number of years. Few architectural features remained in the
building; there were the remains of a decorative cornice and
fireplace surround in one first floor room.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: J Smart and Co (Contractors)

Shrubhill
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2647 7505 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
26 November 2013, on a brownfield site on the W edge of
Leith Walk prior to its proposed development. A total of four
trenches covering 122m were excavated. These revealed that
the area had undergone significant truncation to a depth of
3m. Natural deposits of clay and sand were recorded in all
trenches. No archaeological remains were discovered in the
trenches; however, a surviving segment of cobbled and railed
road, probably relating to the Victorian Middlefield Coach
Works, was observed on the current ground surface in the NW
81

CITY OF EDINBURGH

part of the site.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ziggurat (Shrubhill) LLP

Slateford Road
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 23343 72058 A standing building survey was undertaken
on 24 April 2013 of the remains of the early 20th-century former
biscuit factory at 1 Slateford Road, prior to its demolition. The
Grove Biscuit Factory was constructed at the beginning of the
20th century for S Henderson and Sons Ltd. Originally a 22-bay
red brick building with yellow detailing (built in two phases
between 1885–1919), the site slowly expanded to the N and
E to fully enclose the available space by the mid-20th century.
Today the building survives in its original form alone with
only a two-bay later addition to the N side. The S section of
the original building survives in an early form, although the
sections to the N have been segregated by breeze-block walls,
and an office complex (a relatively modern addition) exists
on the first floor. The survey created a record of the oldest
surviving parts of the building, including the S elevation and
a ground and first floor plan, plus written and photographic
records.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: AMA (New Town) Ltd

Spartans Football Ground, Ferry Road
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2337 7595 An evaluation was carried out, 17–19 September
2013, on the site of the former football ground prior to its
proposed development. The evaluation of 10% of the 2.13ha
area was restricted by the presence of numerous live services
and exclusion zones. The majority of the area had been
heavily truncated and only a small pocket of undisturbed
ground, containing a relict ploughsoil, was located in the
NE part of the site. With the exception of a single sherd of
medieval White Gritty Ware recovered from the imported
topsoil, no archaeological remains predating the late 19th/early
20th centuries were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: J Smart and Co (Contractors) PLC

St Mary’s Medical Centre
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2404 7357 A watching brief was carried out, 10 April – 21
May 2013, during ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of a new medical centre. The isolated remains of
a few fragments of walls were recorded close to Manor Place.
The walls do not appear on the 1st or 2nd Edition OS maps,
which suggests the remains predate the mid-19th century and
they were probably part of the landscaped gardens associated
with East Coates House built in c1615.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Chester Street Properties LP

Stenhouse Grove Baptist Church
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2133 7186 A standing building survey was carried out on
11 April 2013 of the church prior to its demolition. The church
was built in 1932 as a simple rectangular building at the NE
corner of the Stenhouse Grove roundabout, at the junction
between Stenhouse Drive and Stenhouse Place East. It was
expanded to the W later in the 20th century.
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Endeavour UK Ltd and Locate Developments Ltd

University of Edinburgh
Watching brief
Mike Roy and Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2534 7350 A watching brief was carried out, 8 January – 16
July 2013, during the excavation of pipe trenches for a new
central heating and power project. The development area was
centred on the new energy centre at St John’s Hill, to the E of
the Pleasance and involved the excavation of trenches along
Drummond Street, Infirmary Street, Viewcraig Gardens and
Holyrood Road.
In situ archaeological material was encountered in the
High School Yards, where a tarmac car park had been laid
over Georgian garden features. A structure was recorded on
St John’s Hill, next to the Hutton Memorial Garden. This was
thought to be the foundations of a school with associated
outbuildings and yard surfaces.
A track was also excavated up to the remains of the Flodden
Wall at the W end of Drummond Street. This work recorded
several phases of rebuilding within the existing wall, and
phases of made ground in the area around it.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: University of Edinburgh

Urban Oasis, Albion Road
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 272 746 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
26–28 June 2013, prior to proposed development of c2.5ha of
derelict land. The evaluation was restricted to the W part of
the site due to the presence of a works compound. Trenching
revealed that the area had undergone significant truncation,
which had removed most of the original ground surface and
replaced it with made ground and demolition debris. The only
features of archaeological interest were the heavily truncated
structural remains of a building visible on the OS maps of 1905
and 1931. The remains consisted of small elements of brick
and sandstone flooring, service cuts and a small segment of
narrow gauge rail line.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: EMA Architects

Waverley Station, Edinburgh
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2597 7393 A watching brief was undertaken, 1 July – 29
July 2013, during the excavation of two trenches, associated
with the construction of two lift shafts, for the raised walkway
at the Calton Road entrance to Waverley Station.
Two deep trenches were excavated at the base of the raised
walkway, one to the outer side of the station and one inside
the station building. The external trench revealed part of an
earlier platform edge relating to a late 19th-century layout of
the station. A second platform exposed in Trench 2 related to
an earlier configuration of the station.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: C Spencer Ltd

West Bowling Green Street, Leith
Evaluation and excavation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2640 7615 An evaluation and excavation were undertaken,
15 October – 11 December 2012, during the construction of
mixed residential/commercial development. The site was
evaluated and three excavation areas opened: Area A to the N
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and E of West Bowling Green Street and Areas B and B1 to the
S and W of West Bowling Green Street.
Area A contained the foundation pillars and arched
foundations of a 19th-century fertiliser works, as well as an
earlier sandstone and brick drainage junction. Areas B and B1
revealed the remains of 19th-century warehouse foundations
cutting through several earlier 18th- and 19th-century buildings
and features, one of which contained a couple of fragments of
disarticulated human remains.
Several features relating to the late medieval period were also
recorded. The excavations uncovered three ditches relating
to field systems of Old Bonnington House Estate, as well as
a group of features that probably related to the 1560 siege of
Leith, alongside a small assemblage of medieval ceramics.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: J Smart and Co plc

West Harbour Road, Granton
Standing building recording and evaluation
Graeme Carruthers, Mike Cressey and Stuart Mitchell – CFA
Archaeology Ltd
NT 23628 77094 A programme of archaeological works was
undertaken, January – June 2013, at 9 West Harbour Road
in advance of development. The work consisted of a predemolition Level 2 survey of a building, followed by a post
demolition trial trenching evaluation.
A brick-built rectangular building, last used as a garage/
workshop, was recorded prior to its demolition. The main
structure was built sometime before 1908 and a lean-to
building was constructed on the N gable by 1933. A felt roof
raggle on its W-facing elevation relates to a much later roof line
associated with a second lean-to that was built sometime after
1959. The method of its construction and the use of king-post
trusses confirm a purpose built structure for industrial use.
The interior of the building had a large open plan workshop
and a small office. A storeroom, kitchen and toilet occupied
the lean-to building. There is no firm evidence to suggest that
the building was ever used by the RNVR. However, given the
close proximity to their former headquarters, situated on the
other side of Granton Square, the building could have been
used during WW2 and the post war period.
A subsequent trial trenching evaluation covered 146m2 of
the development. The evaluation identified the foundation
courses of earlier buildings. The remains correspond to
buildings mapped on the 1896 OS plan. Only the fragmentary
remains of the foundation courses of the walls survive and no
in situ floor levels or deposits were recorded.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: Cruden Homes Ltd

West Park Place
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 23914 73003 A standing building survey was carried out,
28–29 November 2013, of a former Post Office building, picture
house and garages located at West Park Place prior to their
demolition (Numbers 4 and 4A) and renovation (Number 5).
The area was formerly part of the Easter Dalry Estate and
consisted of a cultivated landscape up to the 1860–1870s
when this area of Edinburgh was subject to a large amount
of industrial development. The Caledonian Distillery was
built to the N of the site and industrial buildings, including
a cabinet works, were constructed in the development area.
These were largely swept away in the Edwardian period, when
warehouses (4) were built on the site (possibly an expansion of
the distillery), together with a two-storey Post Office building
in red brick (5) and a picture house (4A). All of the buildings

had been modernised, especially the warehouses, which had
been recently used as garage by Avis.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Park Place LLP

West Tollcross, Edinburgh
Excavation
Laura Bailey – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2466 7276 An excavation was carried out, November 2012 –
January 2013, on the site of proposed student accommodation
at Lochrin Place, 19 West Tollcross. Cartographic evidence
shows the area lies to the N of the former Lochrin Basin and
overlies buildings dating from the mid-19th century, including
structures associated with a distillery, brewery and iron
foundry. The excavations found that the wall foundations,
floor surfaces and machine bases of the various phases of
buildings survive intact, though the central area of the site has
been heavily truncated.
A considerable depth of garden soil was recorded at 3.7m
below the current ground surface. This might be associated
with gardens shown on early 19th-century maps of the site.
Two deposits of buried horticultural soil were visible; the upper
deposit contained pottery dating to the 17th to early 18th century.
The underlying deposit was lighter in colour and contained
pottery dating from the 12th to 15th century. A large ditch, pits
and postholes were cut through the earlier garden soil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Watkin Jones Group Ltd

Woodhall Farm Equestrian Centre
Evaluation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 20034 68482 An evaluation was carried out, 27–31 July
2013, of a field N of Woodhall Road. A number of field drains
and a field boundary were recorded.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Patience and Highmore

Woodhall House, Colinton
Standing building recording
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 19729 68348 A standing building survey was carried out
on 1 March 2013 in advance of the redevelopment of the upper
floor of Woodhall House and possible harling of the building.
The parts of the building that will be affected primarily date to
the 19th century, when a major refurbishment was undertaken.
The entire roof structure and all the upper rooms underwent
alteration at that time. The re-pointing of the exterior walls
provided valuable insights into the structural history of the
building, including the phased alterations dating to the 1550s,
1630s, 1700 and 1820s.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy

Edinburgh/Kirkliston
Edinburgh Tram Project
Watching brief
Bob Will – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 258 769 (Chancelot Mill/Ocean Terminal) to NT 151
731 (Edinburgh Airport) A watching brief was carried out,
October 2008 – May 2013, during groundworks associated
with the tram construction phase along the original route
from Ocean Terminal to Edinburgh Airport. Key features
uncovered included an old sea wall at Ocean Terminal, part
of the Crawley Tunnel that brings water into Edinburgh where
it crosses Princes Street at the Mound, and part of a second
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tunnel, as well as vaulted cellars on Princes Street and South
Scotland Street. Possible air raid shelters were also uncovered
at York Place and Haymarket. Four decorative carved bull
heads, probably relating to the 19th-century cattle yards at
Haymarket, were removed to avoid them being damaged.
Other discoveries included a stone-built well at Balgreen, parts
of the designed landscape at Broomhouse and prehistoric
remains near the airport.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Transport Initiative Edinburgh, Bilfinger Berger, City of
Edinburgh Council

evaluation was carried out, 15 November 2012 – 25 April 2013,
prior to the construction of a house. The assessment identified
a number of significant archaeological features in the area
surrounding the proposed development. These features
ranged in date from the prehistoric through to the industrial
period.
A total of eight trenches, covering 145m, were excavated
in an area close to the top of South Platt Hill. The trenches
recorded c0.35m of topsoil overlying a stone rich subsoil and
undulating bedrock. A left-sided human femur, dated to the 7th
to 8th century AD, was recovered from the topsoil. A watching
brief carried out during the removal of topsoil from the house
footprint and access track recorded no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr R Fleming

FALKIRK
Bo’ness and Carriden
Grahamsdyke Road
Antonine Wall
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Museum
NT 0073 8114 Trial trenching in the curtilage of 24 Grahamsdyke
Road in February 2013 found no trace of the Roman frontier.
The site lies just south of the OS line.
Report: Falkirk Museum
Sponsor: Mr Miller

St Ninian’s Chapel
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 0547 8013 A small trench was excavated on 12 June 2013
to allow the installation of a March stone near the SW corner
of St Ninian’s Chapel, the remains of which sit on the flat
summit of Castle Hill to the SW of Blackness Castle. Nothing
of archaeological interest was recorded during the excavation.
Crawley Tunnel crossing Princes Street

Ratho
Bonnington House, near Wilkieston
Evaluation
Melanie Johnson and Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 11141 69102 An evaluation was carried out, August–
September 2013, during groundworks associated with garden
landscaping at Bonnington House. A stone-built well was
recorded to the E of the House and cobbled paths, relating to
the garden recorded on the 1853 OS map, were recorded to
the W.
A lead pipe on the interior W side of the well runs to the
bottom of the well and was probably used to pump water to
the house. An old pump in the basement of the house has a
matching lead pipe, but no remains of a connecting pipe were
found. The well is probably of 17th/18th-century date and is
contemporary with the house.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr R Wilson

Hillwood Farm South Platt Hill, Ratho
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 13124 71016 A desk-based assessment and trial trenching
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Falkirk
Mannfield Avenue, Bonnybridge
Excavation
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Local History Society
NS 8193 7962 An excavation during August 2013 in the back
gardens of 18, 24 and 26 Mannfield Avenue, confirmed the line
of the Antonine Ditch, which was 11.7m wide. A shelf similar
to that reported at Castlecary (DES 2011, 74) was found on
the S lip and a collapsed dry stone dyke revetted the upcast
mound to the N. In the 18th century a metalled road ran along
the berm.
Report: Falkirk Museum
Funder: Falkirk Local History Society and EAFS

The Helix Canal Connection and Foul Drain Works
Watching brief
Rowena Thomson and Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 905 816 and NS 909 817 A watching brief was carried out,
29 January – 6 August 2013, during the construction of the
Helix Canal Connection to the Forth and Clyde Canal between
Falkirk and Grangemouth. The wall of the Forth and Clyde
Canal consisted of timber pilings and compact grey clay,
topped by large capping stones. The foundation trench was
filled with natural boulder clay. Sub-surface deposits on the
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S bank of the canal had been disturbed by service trenches.
An additional watching brief was undertaken during work
associated with the insertion of a drainage pipe through an
in-filled section of the canal at the Helix Canal Hub. The
excavation recorded a cut made during the removal of the
original stone wall, and the modern material used to in-fill the
canal.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Helix Trust

Larbert
Larbert Lade
Evaluation
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Local History Society
NS 8548 8207 Examination of stonework in the River Carron
in July 2013 showed that it had belonged to a weir and lade of
the late medieval mill at Larbert. This had been substantially
modified in 1760 by the Carron Company in order to supply its
ironworks with water. In 1772 new flood banks were installed.

Culross
Keir Wood Fort, Kincardine
Evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 9464 8822 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
in November 2012 at Keir Wood Fort. The three trenches
excavated gave considerable information on the construction
of the fort defences, which consisted of a series of ramparts,
ditches, and artificially created escarpments. A single sherd
of pottery recovered proved to be medieval in date, but this
came from high up within the deposits and is considered to
be unsecure in relation to dating the fort. Several soil samples
were taken, a number of which contain pieces of charcoal,
which may allow the date of the fort to be established.
Archive: Fife Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Report: Falkirk Museum
Funder: Falkirk Local History Society and EAFS

FIFE
Beath
Blairadam
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 13 95 A stray find of a Romano-British headstud brooch
was recovered by metal detecting. It was probably deposited
intact (perhaps as a votive deposit), but is now damaged.
Oval hollows on the foot and bow once held riveted enamel
inlays; the wings have red and blue enamelled triangles; there
is a ribbed bar at the head-wing junction and a crest on the
head. The bow has three longitudinal ribs, separated from
the expanded foot by a ribbed collar. An integrally-cast semicylindrical casing holds the hinged pin, with remains of a wire
headloop set into one end. L 48mm, W 24.5mm, H 20mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT198/12), allocated to Perth Museum

Carnbee
Kellie Castle – Castle Environs Project
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NO 52010 05239 The National Trust for Scotland’s Castle
Environs Project aims to gain a better understanding of the
potential survival of historic garden features and structural
features to help inform future management plans. A
gradiometer and resistance survey was undertaken, 19–23
January 2013, on the lawn to the S and W of Kellie Castle.
The resistance survey detected a wealth of anomalies of likely
significance, including a possible earlier drive associated with
the castle. Weaker responses which may be associated with a
courtyard have been noted but they are very ephemeral and
interpretation is cautious. Numerous linear trends have been
detected, some of which are thought to be drainage features,
while others may be associated with earlier garden layouts. The
gradiometer survey also detected a cluster of anomalies. Many
appear modern in origin and probably reflect drainage. Both
survey methods recorded substantial anomalies of unknown
origin along the S limits of the survey area.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Keir Wood Fort: Trench 1, oblique shot showing Ditch 1 and
Rampart 2

Dunfermline
Outh Muir, Knockhill
Watching brief
Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 07149 95030 A watching brief was carried out on 14
May 2013 during ground-breaking works associated with
the installation of an anemometer mast. No significant
archaeological remains were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Arcus Consulting

Falkland
Falkland Palace
Standing building recording
Jonathan Clark – FAS Heritage
85

FIFE

NO 25345 07454 A programme of building recording and
analysis was carried out, January–February 2013, during work
to rake out cement from the W facade prior to repointing with
lime mortar, as part of an ongoing programme of conservation
works. Work to the E range identified three distinct phases of
activity, which have been dated to the mid-15th to 16th century.
Phase 1 has been assigned to the early history of the castle,
which is believed to be of probable 14th-century date, and lies
to the immediate N of the palace site.
Phase 2 has been allocated to the early development of the
palace following confiscation of the castle by the Crown by the
early 15th century. Although existing narratives have focused
on the works of James IV and James V in the late 15th and early
16th century, evidence has been identified which suggests that
significant work to the palace was undertaken by James II, and
later by his queen, Marie of Gueldres, including elements of
the E range. In particular, documents survive to suggest that
a long gallery was in existence by 1461; fabric of the E range
suggests that it would have been located on the first floor,
and provided a link between the hall to the N and the royal
apartments in the S range. In 1461 two rooms were built in the
gallery, in addition to the creation of a new chamber for the
queen with a door leading to a pleasure garden below.
Phase 3 saw some internal alteration to the E range, creating
additional apartments within the formerly open part of
the gallery. However, the main focus of James IV’s work at
Falkland appears to have been the reconstruction of the S
range, incorporating the original rectangular gatehouse, with
the creation of a chapel, and alterations to the E range. The
key alterations to the E range appear to have been undertaken
at the S end of the gallery perhaps as far north as the cross
house where an E–W wall divided the apartments off from the
remaining section of the open gallery. Fireplaces in the W wall
at the S end of the gallery appear to date from the early 16th
century.
James V’s work at Falkland Palace appears to have fallen into
three campaigns. The reworking of the E range is likely to have
been completed around 1536; the alterations and additions to
the S range were probably completed around 1539 and, finally,
alterations and heightening of the gatehouse undertaken by
1541. The main works to the E range consisted of the insertion
of buttresses onto the W elevation, the re-cutting of window
and door openings, and some new insertions, to create a
more regular facade. A series of small rectangular openings
on the second floor were blocked and replaced with larger
dormer windows. The former long gallery was converted into
apartments, and on the E side of the building the whole range
was thickened by the addition of a replacement gallery to
overlook the gardens below. The inscriptions provided on the
W elevation buttresses suggest that the works were completed
around 1536. Externally the S range was altered by the addition
of a stone gallery along its N side and some reworking of the
parapet on the S elevation.
The impact of the restoration work in the 1890s and those
areas of the range which were not subject to such intensive
work are now extremely important, as they are the only parts
of the building retaining archaeological evidence. It is clear
that the development of the E range has a longer and more
complex history than previously recognised.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: The National Trust for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Kinghorn
Grange
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
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NT 27 88 Two Roman denarii (of Hadrian and Lucius Verus)
found at Grange by metal detecting were claimed as Treasure
Trove (TT215/12) and allocated to Fife Museums.

Leuchars
Leuchars
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NO 46 22 A Middle Bronze Age flanged axehead was found
during metal detecting near Leuchars. The features of this
specimen invite comparison with axeheads of the Kirtomy
type, named after an axe hoard found in Sutherland in the late
19th century, and it adds to a scatter of finds of axeheads of
this type from the Lothians, Fife and Angus. As there are few
associated finds and the dating evidence is unsatisfactory, the
type is only broadly datable to the 15th to 12th centuries BC.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 16/13), allocated to Fife Cultural Trust

Middle Bronze Age flanged axehead from near Leuchars. (Axe is set
horizontal, ie parallel to scale) (Copyright NMS/T Cowie)

Saline
Saline Old Churchyard
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 02400 92549 A survey of a 600m2 area of the old burial
ground was undertaken by EAFS on 13 July 2013 at the
request of the Saline and District Heritage Society. The survey
hoped to locate the site of the old parish church which had
been demolished by 1811. Results were unclear over much of
the area, probably due to the very dry nature of the subsoil.
However, a positive higher resistance anomaly which could
be a two cell structure of 10.0 x 4.5m was detected in the SE
corner. This appeared to continue into the adjacent grounds
of Kirklands House. A further survey in the field to the E of
the Old Manse revealed no features of archaeological interest.
Archive: Fife Council HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fife Council Archaeological Unit, Saline and District
Heritage Society, Russell Trust and Edinburgh Archaeological Field
Society

St Andrews and St Leonards
Abbey Walk, St Andrews
Watching brief
Jamie Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 51256 16331 A watching brief was carried out, April–May
2012, during ground-breaking works associated with a new
development. Several archaeological features were recorded
including a stone-lined drain, a shallow ditch and a wall. All of
the features were of probable 19th-century date.
Archive: Fife Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Robertson Group Ltd

FIFE/GLASGOW
South Street, St Andrews
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Jürgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NO 50761 16605 A desk-based assessment and a walkover
survey were undertaken, 10–27 September 2012, prior to the
proposed redevelopment of existing buildings and adjacent
vacant ground at 157–9 South Street. The existing buildings
date to 1972; however, the site lies within the medieval core of
the town and there is potential for intact remains of 19th century
or earlier date to survive below the present floor level. The land
to the rear appears to have lain relatively undisturbed since at
least the late 16th century and there is considerable potential for
intact remains of medieval and post-medieval date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ardross Partnership

St Mary’s Quad, St Andrews
Evaluation and watching brief
John Gooder
NO 5099 1654 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, on 29 April 2013, in advance of the erection of
a statue in university grounds. An evaluation trench was
excavated over the footprint of the statue’s plinth, with a
watching brief on the cable trench for lighting. The natural
soil profile had undergone significant modification, and a
medieval soil had been severely truncated and completely
eradicated in places. The medieval soil was overlain with
levelling and demolition deposits. Three medieval ceramic
sherds were retrieved.
Archive: RCAHMS

St Nicholas House, St Andrews
Watching brief
Jamie Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 51224 16371 A watching brief was carried out, March 2010
– November 2012, during ground-breaking work associated
with the redevelopment of St Nicholas House. The only find
was an unstratified fragment of human skull. Following police
examination this was returned to CFA.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Eastacre Investments LLP

GLASGOW
Eastwood
Darnley Mains, Glasgow
Evaluation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 53566 58609 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
26–27 June 2013, prior to development. A total of 13 trenches,
covering 458m, were excavated with the goal of locating
evidence of Clogholes Farmstead, which is marked on the 1st
Edition OS map. No evidence of the farmstead was located;
however, the foundations of a stone boundary wall thought
to be contemporary with the farmstead were recorded. Two
linear ditches were also identified, although the modern finds
recovered from the fills indicated they were 20th-century
in date. The finds included a number of bullet cartridges
associated with the area’s use as a rifle range in the early 20th
century. A number of tile field drains were also noted.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Meridian Developments Ltd

Darnley Mains, Glasgow
Watching brief and excavation

Laura Bailey – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 530 586 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 26–27 August 2013, during topsoil stripping in
advance of a residential development. The area was considered
of interest as previous work in 2006 had indicated the possible
presence of a lime kiln on the site. A kiln was located and fully
excavated during the works. A pit containing pottery dating
to the 16th century, together with charcoal and burnt bone
fragments, was also recorded. In addition, a number of pottery
fragments broadly dated to the 13th to 16th century were
recovered from the interface between the topsoil and subsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Meridian Developments Ltd

Glasgow
Commonwealth Games Village, Dalmarnock
Excavation, evaluation and watching brief
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 6191 6307 A programme of archaeological works was
undertaken, November 2010 – October 2011, in advance of
development of the site. The excavation of the site of the
former Springfield Print and Dye Works recorded boiler
houses, machine stances, working surfaces, underground flue
and drainage systems and filtering ponds.
The excavation of the site of the Glasgow Water Works
(1806–1855) recorded the engine and boiler houses of
both buildings. The best preserved was the early pump
house (Structure 5). A series of massive foundations were
recorded in both buildings. Internal features included spiral
staircases, boiler stances, chimney foundations, brick
surfaces and worked masonry. No evidence of the engines
survived but phases of alterations were matched to known
historical upgrades in the first quarter of the 19th century.
The remains of brick tunnels, with some extant pipe work
that was used to pump water from nearby reservoirs,
were also recorded. The remains of the ancillary buildings
were heavily truncated, although a long length of culvert
orientated towards nearby settling ponds was undoubtedly
used to transport water.
Several evaluations were conducted. One, in the vicinity of
the former manor (Dalmarnock House), found no surviving
traces of the building. The second, on the location of the
former filtering ponds for the dye works, recorded a series of
clay linings and deposits of cinder and ash that contained rows
of linear clay pipes used to filter water. The third evaluation
investigated the location of Springfield House, and heavily
truncated foundations were found to exist below the current
ground level. The remains identified in the evaluation trenches
included the sandstone foundations of the main house walls,
internal wall lines, drainage and plumbing features and the
sub-floor damp course layer.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS
Funder: City Legacy Ltd

Pinkston Basin, Port Dundas
Watching brief and excavation
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 59392 66686 A watching brief and excavation was carried
out in May 2013 in advance of the construction of a Paddlesports
Centre at Pinkston Basin. The excavation recorded the remains
of three buildings and extensive cobbled surfaces.
The first building was constructed of sandstone and
contained coke kilns and a chimney. The plan of this building
corresponded to the layout of one shown on the 1867 OS
Town Plan, which formed part of the Monkland Iron Depot
complex. This building was in existence by 1857 and had
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been demolished by 1913. The other buildings, which were
in existence by 1913, consisted of a brick-built structure
and a possibly open-sided structure. These may have been
warehouses or storage facilities for the Pinkston Power Station.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Historic Scotland
Funder: Arup on behalf of Scottish Canals

Old Monkland
Bredisholm Road, Baillieston, Glasgow
Evaluation
Richard Tuffin – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 68800 63900 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
14–23 October 2013, prior to a proposed housing development.
The trenches revealed a brick and sandstone structure,
potentially relating to nearby modern industrial activity,
as well as a linear feature containing evidence of modern
metalworking. A curvilinear feature of unknown date was
recorded and traces of rig and furrow were identified in a
number of trenches. Both of these features probably related
to agricultural activity, which has been undertaken in the area
from at least the post-medieval period.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Persimmon Homes West Scotland

Ellismuir Farm, Baillieston
Evaluation
Russel Coleman – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 68542 63345 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
on 23 August 2013 in advance of a housing development.
This phase of work was undertaken on the location of a new
access road and area of infill at the W end of the development.
A total of five trenches, 2.1m wide and amounting to 481m2,
were randomly placed across the c0.6ha area. The work
recorded numerous field drains, but no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Miller Homes/Taylor Wimpey Homes

HIGHLAND
Maritime
Unknown Wreck
Underwater survey
John McCarthy – WA Heritage
NC 12456 33550 An assessment was undertaken, 18–21
September 2012, of a newly reported wreck near Drumbeg.
Following liaison with Ewen Mackay, the discoverer of the
site, a photographic, acoustic and measured survey was
carried out. An initial survey recorded three concreted iron
cannons lying close together c35m from the MLWS mark.
It was subsequently established that the cannon lay on
top of a c10.65m long preserved section of hull, which was
lightly covered by mobile sand. Discussions with a local
diver revealed that there were two arrow–shaped anchors
associated with the site. One of these had lain beside the
cannons, but had been moved by the local divers to facilitate
metal detecting. Its current location is on the seabed 350m
away from its original location. This anchor was surveyed by
divers. A second anchor was reported c200m to the NE of the
main site. No survey was made of this anchor in order to focus
resources on the main site, but it is described as being similar
to the first one.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Abernethy and Kincardine
Castle Roy
Evaluation and watching brief
Justin Garner-Lahire – FAS Heritage
NJ 0065 2192 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 9
December 2012 – 25 January 2013, following a programme of
work in 2012 (DES 2012, 90). Two trenches were excavated
inside the castle walls, to the SW and NE (interventions 7
and 8). The structural remains and artefacts recorded in both
trenches enhanced understanding of the position and form of
buildings and provided evidence of activity within the castle.
Evidence of a timber building, with a possible solid lime
mortar floor, was recorded in the first trench (intervention 7).
A small remnant of the floor surface was recorded close to the
SW corner of the castle. The floor was contemporaneous with
a square posthole and both features overlay subsoil, which
suggests they may belong to an early phase of occupation. A
stone plinth and mortar flecking recorded in nearby deposits
may indicate a building aligned NE–SW along the NW of
the castle interior. Accompanying material consisted of an
assemblage of animal bone which, while small, represented
a diverse range of species of domesticated and wild animals,
providing a glimpse of the high status lifestyle enjoyed by the
inhabitants of the castle.
The second trench (intervention 8) provided evidence for
a building in the NE corner of the castle, perhaps extending
along the SE wall. The remains of stone features and structural
ironwork provided evidence of a timber frame. An arrangement
of cobbles of unknown function was also recorded.
An examination of the extant fabric of the walls indicated
the presence of a range of buildings along the SE wall, which
incorporate a substantial horizontal recess set at a fairly
high level. This has been interpreted as a wall plate recess,
indicating the presence of a fairly high first-floor level within
an internal building, which ran the full length of the curtain
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wall. The lack of window openings and garderobe features
suggests that this building may have been a service range and/
or stables with storage above.
Archive: FAS Heritage
Funder: Castle Roy Trust

Alness
Novar Woodland Creation, Evanton
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 58000 70715 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken, 17 December 2012 – 14
January 2013, in advance of a proposed woodland planting
scheme at Strath Mor. The survey identified two previously
unrecorded hut circles and accurately recorded a known hut
circle and field system, shooting butts and boundary dykes.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Crosscut Forestry

Alvie
Croftcarnoch Farm
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 7988 0328 The desk-based assessment identified a flat,
raised platform adjoining the steading, surrounded with
field stone walls, on the 1st Edition OS 6" map of 1870. A
walkover survey on 7 September 2012 located the site, which
was identified as a mid-19th-century stackyard, probably
constructed at the same time as the steading and farmhouse.
Considerable work must have been required to level off the top
of a natural knoll and it seems possible that this might have been
done with the intention of building here. The substantial wall
constructed around the stackyard, 19th-century in character,
would have formed a very effective barrier to livestock.

marked on the 1881 OS map but not later editions. Some
18th- to 19th-century pottery was recovered from a domestic
midden. The base of an undated stone wall may predate the
known building.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: HER
Funder: Bracewell Stirling Architects

Ardgour
Allt Raoicidhdail
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
NM 9525 6123 A compact shieling on the N side of the Allt
Raoicidhdail, occupying a moderate bracken covered slope,
with boulders and rocky outcrops, and having a SE aspect.
The buildings are of dry stone, turf and presumably creel, with
small platforms recessed into the hillside, and lines of stones
possibly retaining paths across the slope. There is a good, if
restricted view down to Loch Linnhe but it is not well placed
for overlooking the grazing land in the corries above.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Pace Names Survey per HLF

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Mr A Macpherson-Fletcher

Ardersier

Survey work being undertaken on the shieling at Allt Raoicidhdail

Fort George
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 7625 5673 A watching brief was undertaken in October
2012 during the replacement of a wooden floor, in room G2
of the Highlanders Museum. The rotten floor joists and infill
material were removed and foundation trenches for sleeper
walls excavated.
No evidence was found of earlier buildings or major
alterations. Natural beach sands were overlain in some areas
by an uneven layer of lime mortar, probably the product of
plastering or rendering rather than a deliberately laid floor.
Joists had been laid directly over this and the spaces between
them packed with imported rubble and debris, mostly similar
to the natural underlying material but also including lime,
sandstone and brick debris. The trenches for the new walls cut
into the clean, natural material below.

Camas na Craoibhe
Survey
JE Kirby, M Gascoigne and Finn MacLaughlin – Garbh Chriochan a’
Deas Lost Place Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Highlanders Museum

Nairn Road, Ardersier
Evaluation
Pete Higgins – Archaeology North Ltd
NH 7835 5441 An evaluation undertaken, 15–16 April 2013,
in advance of a housing development found evidence of
landscaping in the NW of the site, at the location of a building

The cave at Camas na Craoibhe, located in the lea of the low cliff
NM 9748 6218 In the cliffs above the raised beach is a small
cave which is triangular in plan. The front is 4.4m wide and
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A plan of the mine showing the wheelpit and crusher
2.2m in height, and has been walled across, the wall standing
to a height of 1.15m and 0.7m wide, with a drain 0.2m wide
and high, to the W of the entrance. The cave slopes to a point
c4.4m from the entrance, and the rear has been built up to
form a triangular seat 1.0 x 1.0 x 0.7m. The only occupation
debris visible is modern, but the front appears to have been
built up with material from within, and a fragment of unglazed
pottery was recovered from the eroded front.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Pace Names Survey per HLF

Ardnamurchan

At NM 80058 65964 is the entrance to a 122m long mine
level, known as Deep Level, which was driven beneath the
opencast workings to explore the vein at depth. Ore was taken
to a rope-operated inclined tramway which survives as a linear
earthwork (NM 80016 65992 – NM 79874 66050). At the W end
of the incline are a free-standing masonry wheel pit and a large
spoil tip associated with a water-powered ore crushing mill.
These features date from the 19th century and probably belong
to the reworking of the mine in the period 1850–1872.
The only evidence for 20th-century working is a collapsed
wooden shed or bothy at NM 80056 65878, which was probably
used during the post-war assessment of the mine.

Achnalea
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
NM 8567 6180 On the W side of the burn, which eventually
becomes the Allt Coire na Creiche is an extensive area of
bracken on a dry slope, with rocky outcrops and boulders.
Scattered throughout are at least 20 huts and small enclosures
of dry stone construction forming one of the shielings
belonging to the 5 penny-land of Achnalea.

Report: FCS, Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Corrantree
Survey
John Pickin
NM 8000 6590 (centred on) A survey was carried out to locate
and assess the principal archaeological features at Corrantree
Lead Mine. The mine was worked intensively from 1722 to
1815, reworked in the mid-19th century and examined but not
worked during the 1950s.
The mine worked a lead vein which outcrops at the surface
between NM 8006 6560 and NM 8048 6585. Mining remains
comprise shallow trench workings and a series of opencast
excavations. A mine level driven from the N bank of the
Allt Tarsuin (NM 80120 65859) drains the W opencasts. The
opencast workings are associated with hand-dressing floors for
ore crushing and relate to the first phase of operation between
1722 and 1815. Two rectangular stone buildings at NM 80028
65914, probably workshops and offices, probably date to the
same period. but may have continued in use until the mine
closed in the 1870s.

Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey per HLF

Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Pace Names Survey per HLF
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Glenborrodale
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey/Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
NM 6127 6140 About 200m S of Caisteal Breac Dùn is a sloping
terrace backed by a steep, rocky hillside. At the E end of the
terrace is a probable small oval cairn measuring 4.7m E–W
by 6.0m N–S, and 0.7m high, with an excellent view down to
Glenborrodale Bay.
Ormsaigbeg
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 47710 63673 A watching brief was carried out on 11 April
2013 at 64 Ormsaigbeg in advance of construction on three
house plots. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Mr Carmichael

Arisaig and Moidart
Baile Ur, Ru Peninsula
Survey
Ken and Jean Bowker
NM 6474 8464 This previously unidentified, complex structure
of stone-built banks, no more than 0.5m high and covering c20
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x 20m, was surveyed by plane table in February 2013. It sits
on a raised beach, with rigs to the S, and consists of a sinuous,
non-rectangular enclosure c5m E–W and 15m N–S; the N
end of drops c1.5m, as a stone-built revetment, to the ground
below. To the N of this enclosure is a semi-circular wall, with
an entrance into the gap between it and the enclosure halfway
down the E side of the enclosure. The W end of the wall is
blind, connecting to an extension of the enclosure wall, and a
low, internal wall bridges the gap c5m E of the blind end.
Report: Highland HER, Lochaber Archive and RCAHMS

Bealach na Gaoithe, by Glenuig
Survey
Ken and Jean Bowker
NM 6860 7635 To the SE of Loch Bealach na Gaoithe and
190m above Glenuig there is a collection of at least 17
ruinous features, ranging from a gable-ended house to rock
shelters. Known locally as the Glenuig Shielings, some of
these buildings are well built and it has been suggested that
they formed permanent dwellings, although the absence of
cultivation remains makes this unlikely. If they were shielings,
it is not known whether they were used by the people of
Glenuig, Caolas Mor or the lost township of Forsay, all of
which are equidistant. The following features were recorded,
September 2010 – October 2013, during fieldwork.
NM 6853 7643 (1) Substantial stone structure, collapsed,
sub-circular. 0.5m high, 3 x 2.5m, with entrance on W side.
NM 6855 7642 (2) Scattered stone structure, circular, 0.75m
high, 2.5m in diameter, with entrance on N side.
NM 6857 7636 (3) Tumbled stone structure, 0.75m high, 4 x
2.5m, with entrance on W side.
NM 6858 7636 (4) Substantial stone structure, 4 x 2.5m,
with entrance on W side.
NM 6860 7634 (5) Gable-ended stone structure, with low
window opening on NE side, 1.2m high (to lintel), 4 x 2.5m,
with entrance on W side.
NM 6866 7623 (6) Stone structure utilising bedrock, 1m
high, sub-circular c2m in diameter, possible entrance on NE.
NM 6866 7625 (7) Rough stone structure – collapsed cleit.
NM 6867 7626 (8) Stone structure, mostly covered in
vegetation.
NM 6864 7628 (9) A stone structure with an intact lintel over
the entrance on E end. The best preserved of the buildings,
1.5m high, 4 x 2.5m, appears to have been remodelled and has
square corners on E end, and rounded corners on the W end.
NM 6863 7629 (10) Cleit – a well-preserved and dry storage
hut – stone built, 2m diameter in ‘bee-hive’ style to 1m high
with large stone slab in place over E entrance. Roof built of
huge transverse criss-crossed overlapping slabs covered with
smaller stones.
NM 6863 7629 (11) Rough stone structure, 0.5m high, 4 x 2.5m.
NM 6861 7627 (12) A stone structure, sub-circular 1m high
and 3m in diameter, with W-facing entrance.
NM 6864 7627 (13) Rough stone structure, sub-circular, 1m
high and 2m in diameter.
NM 6858 7630 (14) Primitive rock shelter with shelves, built
against tumbled hillside. Built walls on three sides, S wall
consisting of a single very large stone slab, and shelves built
into low N wall. There is a possible storage area under the
tumbled rock on the W side against the hillside.
NM 6858 7631 (15) Primitive rock shelter, with possible
storage, built of low walls against natural large rock tumble.
NM 6858 7633 (16) A substantial stone structure, subrectangular, 4 x 2.5m, with entrance on NW corner.
NM 6855 7634 (17) A stone structure using bedrock, 2 x 2m,
with entrance to NW.
Report: Highland HER, Lochaber Archive and RCAHMS

Forsay Cairn, by Glenuig
Survey
Ken and Jean Bowker
NM 68989 78016 A survey was carried out on 3 November
2013 of a cairn 20m above the A861 road at Forsay, within the
perimeter of a caravan site. It is 1.5m high x 1m in diameter,
built of large stones and hollow inside. Its purpose is unknown,
although at least two possibilities arise. Firstly, Forsay is
known as the place from where Charles Edward Stuart began
his progress through Moidart to raise the standard in 1745.
Secondly, coffin routes run along the lines of the old tracks
and when the A861 displaced coffin resting cairns at another
point along its route in 1967, a conglomerate cairn was built in
place of them.
Report: Highland HER, Lochaber Archive and RCAHMS

Cairn at Forsay, by Glenuig
Glenuig
Survey
Ken and Jean Bowker
NM 6690 7770 This elongated cairn, which was surveyed in
October 2013, is situated 10.5m from a narrow shingle beach
on turf and bracken covered ground c1m above the shore. The
narrow end of the cairn points directly towards the open sea
beyond the beach. The cairn is 0.5m high, 6.5m long and a
maximum of 2.5m wide, with rounded ends, and has suffered
minor surface damage from fallen tree branches. It appears to
be built of stones, but is mostly grass covered.
Report: Highland HER, Lochaber Archive and RCAHMS

Rhu Peninsula
Survey
Ken Bowker
NM 6210 8448 In April 2013, during a walkover survey of the
Rhu Peninsula, a group of very faint markings were spotted
on a stone forming part of the E-facing wall of a ruined stone
building. The markings could only be seen in exactly the right
lighting conditions. The stone is of basalt and the markings,
incised diamond shapes and cross-patterns <2mm deep, have
been interpreted as Neolithic. The stone measures 290 x 180 x
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200mm (W x H x D).
The ruined building is a couple of hundred years old and
appears to be a rebuild of an earlier one. Many other stones
are scattered close to the building, but without further
investigation there is nothing that can definitely be construed
as a Neolithic feature. The incised stone appears to have
been used simply as a building stone. Following discussions
with Treasure Trove officers and the landowner, the stone,
which was not in any original context but was in a vulnerable
location, has been moved to the Land, Sea and Islands Centre
in Arisaig.

to the sea before this causeway was built in the mid-1800s.
Report: Highland HER, Lochaber Archive and RCAHMS

Report: Highland HER, Lochaber Archive and RCAHMS

Roshven House: Base of causeway carrying the old driveway

The stone under artificial lighting
Roshven Fish Trap/Irin Fish Trap
Survey
Ken and Jean Bowker
NM 70842 79242 (centred on) A fish trap is clearly visible on
the E shore of Loch Ailort, in an oblique aerial photograph
taken by RCAHMS on 1 June 2009. On 31 August 2011 there
was an unusually low tide and this allowed the site to surveyed
using tape offsets and GPS. The gravel and shell foreshore
slopes gently into the loch and the fish trap is marked by
kelp. The kelp was found to be attached to stones, all c0.5m in
diameter, which delineated the shape of the trap. The trap is
D-shaped with the flat of the ‘D’ along the beach. The back of
the trap, located on the shore above the HWM measured 41m.
The distance from the entrance to the back of the trap was
21m. The entrance measured 6m, but was probably far less
before the stones were scattered.

Roshven Kennels
Survey
Ken and Jean Bowker
NM 7025 7840 In 2011, rhododendron clearance near West
Lodge, Roshven, revealed a ruined building in an area known
locally as Kennel Park. It is not shown on the 1st Edition OS
6" map of 1876, but appears on the 2nd Edition of 1899 as
‘kennels’. The building is inside the original grounds of the
Roshven Estate, bought in 1853 by Professor Hugh Blackburn
of Glasgow.
A survey was undertaken of the stone building, December
2012 – February 2013. It measures 7.6 x 3.5m (externally) is
very roughly built and divided into two compartments, with
a single doorway c0.75m wide in the S wall. Both the E and
W gable walls (the W gable is unstable and mostly collapsed)
have openings with lintels, each 0.75m wide but only 1m high
– presumably a doorway for dogs. Each of these low entrances
opens into what were open compounds with metal fence posts
lead-sweated into the low walls, connected by wire fence lines.
There is no sign of roofing, although fragments of rusted
corrugated iron sheets are visible to the W of the building.
However, this is more likely to be left over from military use
in WW2.
Report: Highland HER, Lochaber Archive and RCAHMS

Report: Highland HER, Lochaber Archive, RCAHMS and SCARP

Roshven House
Survey
Ken and Jean Bowker
NM 7047 7860 A survey was carried out, 19 September 2012
– 11 June 2013, on a ruined moss covered building SW of
Roshven House and NW of a disused estate track, known as
English Lane. The building is located on a sloping platform,
and to the NW the land descends across a boggy area to a
burn. The building is not shown on any OS maps.
The two roomed building faces cNW with an entrance in the
NW wall. It has rounded corners, with 0.6m thick and 0.5m
high walls. There is a tumbled enclosure wall, with a stone
scatter within it, extending generally E from the SE corner.
Between the burn below the ruin and the nearby shore of
Loch Ailort is a stone-built causeway c5m high carrying what
was, until 2011, the drive into Roshven House. It is postulated
that the occupants of the building would have had easy access
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Assynt
Assynt Lodge, Inchnadamph
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Pete Higgins and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NC 2571 2236 A watching brief was carried out, July –
November 2011, during groundwork associated with the
construction of a house and access road. The development
was located in a group of hill fields, defined on the 1st Edition
OS 6" map by a rough, irregular stone dyke. The fields defined
by the dykes seem to roughly match an area of much earlier
clearance, which was probably associated with a hut circle
identified close to the access road. The only features recorded
were two dykes and the ploughed out remains of a possible
clearance cairn. These were fully recorded before removal.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: G and R Vestey

Inchnadamph Moated Enclosure
Excavation
Graeme Cavers, Gordon Sleight and Charlotte Douglas – AOC
Archaeology Group
NC 2488 2197 As part of the Assynt Fire and Water Project, an
excavation was undertaken, 18–23 February 2013, to investigate
the moated enclosure at Inchnadamph. The site has always
been enigmatic and prior to excavation it was considered
undated. Although the similarity to moated granges of S and
E Scotland offered the closest comparanda, the retrieval of
fragments of a high-cross from the nearby graveyard, probably
of SW Scottish provenance, raised the possibility of the site
being an Early Christian site.
Excavation comprised a slot trench placed over the ditch
and the exterior bank in the E area of the site, close to one
of the probable entrances. The ditch was found to be a broad

U-shape in profile, c1.5m deep with a flat base, with the fill
largely derived from the erosion of the outer bank.
A large number of artefacts were recovered from the upper
deposits, derived mainly from the eroded bank outside the site,
and included ceramics similar to Hebridean Craggan Ware, a
fragment of a disc-shaped rotary quern, a folding knife and
a large quantity of iron working slag, including furnace base
cakes. Given the lack of a local ceramic sequence, the pottery
is not easily datable, but a post-medieval date is considered
probable for the majority of the artefacts.
Waterlogged deposits were encountered at the base of the
ditch, and although these could only be investigated to a
limited extent, they contained waterlogged wood, including
an off-cut of Scots pine, animal and fish bones and a sizable
plant macrofossil and insect assemblage. Radiocarbon dates
were obtained from samples taken from the upper and basal
deposits of the ditch: these are statistically inseparable
and indicate activity between the mid-15th and mid-17th
century AD.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund

Avoch
Rosehaugh Estate
Field visit
Stuart Farrell
The following sites were noted during a visit to the Rosehaugh
Estate:
NH 67780 56037 Kennels.
NH 67820 56052 Game store, octangal in shape.
NH 6893 56490 A rectangular building named as E Lodge on
1st edition OS of 1881, but N Lodge on the subsequent editions
in 1907 and 1951.
Archive: RCAHMS

Work in progress at Inchnadamph
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Boleskine and Abertarff
Culachy Estate, Fort Augustus
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NH 36720 05490 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken, 26 March – 6 April 2013 in advance
of a woodland planting scheme. The survey identified 17
new archaeological sites including enclosures, turf and stone
dykes, clearance cairns, shielings and the remains of a dam
and associated hydro scheme relating to the estate; and the
previously recorded route of Wade’s Military Road.

Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: D and L Forbes

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and ADS

An 18th-/19th-century British Army-type sword recovered by
Christopher Birch
Port Clair Forest
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch, Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and
Cromarty Archaeological Services and West Coast Archaeological
Services
NH 40571 13075 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey was carried out, 16 February – 3 March 2013,
in advance of proposed tree felling along the A82 trunk road.
The survey identified 46 previously unrecorded archaeological
sites, including post-medieval settlement, boundary walls and
clearance cairns.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Culachy Estate - Sluice-gate housing and surviving iron
mechanism
Foyers Campsite and Caravan Park
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 4928 2104 A watching brief was undertaken, January – April
2013, during site clearance associated with the construction
of a new camping and caravan site on the SE shore of Loch
Ness. A total of 27 features were identified, including a ditch,
a possible fire pit, an old ground surface, a spread of stone/
remains of field clearance material and a mid-1900s animal
burial pit. The ditch, only part of which was uncovered on the
S side of the site, may have been an earlier boundary ditch. The
remaining features consisted of scattered pits in the subsoil,
which probably related to agricultural activity.
One intriguing, but inconclusive feature (26) on the upper
terrace, was a sub-rectangular hand dug pit uncovered during
the excavation of a service trench. There appeared to be two
further pits next to it, although these were only partly revealed
in the trench. The gravelly soil fill of the pit contained a small
fragment of white glazed pottery and a small slate fragment.
The subsoil at the base of the pit was concrete-like in hardness.
Another surprising find from the site was a chance find made
by a site worker, Christopher Birch. He recovered a late 18th- or
early 19th-century sword from a spoil heap. The sword has a
basket hilt with possible copper alloy braiding on the handle
and a flat blade, the tip missing, bent to an approximately 140°
angle. The sword was passed to Stuart Campbell at the Treasure
Trove Unit, who suggested the sword is a typical broadsword, a
British Army type and possibly used for dress only.
94

Small, stone-built bridge crossing a burn at Wester Port Clair

Boleskine and Abertarff/Kilmonivaig
Fort Augustus to Loch Quaich Overhead Line
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NH 3555 0839 – NH 0703 0230 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were undertaken, 1–3 October 2013 in
advance of the upgrading of an overhead power line between
Auchterawe Power Station and Loch Quaich Dam. No
previously unrecorded structures or features of archaeological
significance were recorded, but substantial stretches of the
route were covered with bracken.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and Highland HER

Bracadale
Glen Vidigill
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie, Pete Higgins and John Wood – Highland
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Archaeology Services in association with Archaeology North Ltd
NG 3858 3638 A walkover survey was carried out, on 16
October 2012, in advance of the proposed construction of
a wind turbine. A photographic record was taken of known
sites and previously unknown sites were recorded. Previously
reported structures included stone structures, a farmstead,
multi-celled structures and a longhouse with enclosure. Other
previously recorded features were not identified and may have
degraded to such an extent that they are no longer visible.
The new features consisted of three dykes; one very clear
following a relatively straight course, and two that were almost
buried in the peat that has developed since their construction.
There were no areas of contiguity, so the stratigraphic
relationship between the two phases of dyke building could
not be determined.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Wind Harvest Ltd

Kraiknish Dun, Isle of Skye
Survey
Graeme Cavers and Gemma Hudson – AOC Archaeology Group
NG 3546 2340 A survey of Kraiknish Dun was carried out,
15–16 May 2013, using laser scanning. A topographic and
photographic survey was also undertaken and plans and
orthographic profiles of the site produced at a range of scales.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Canisby
John o’Groats Mill
Desk-based assessment, standing building recording, walkover
and geophysical survey
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
ND 37023 73349 (centre of mill) A programme of work,
relating to the abandoned John o’Groats Mill on the N
coast of Caithness, has been commissioned by the Princes
Regeneration Trust in association with the North Highland
Initiative. The work undertaken, 4–14 March 2013, included
a desk-based assessment and walkover survey of the land
within the ownership of the mill, a measured survey of the
mill, a general topographic site plan of the area including the
mill pond and its associated waterways, a detailed written/
photographic survey of the mill, the mill cottages and the
abandoned cottages to the NW, as well as the adjacent 17thcentury Cromwellian Bridge, an inventory of all the moveable
artefacts inside the mill and a geophysical survey on the
ground surrounding the mill by Rose Geophysics.
John o’Groats Mill was constructed largely in 1901, a rebuild
of a much earlier threshing mill, thought to date from the mid18th century, probably earlier. It is a long held belief that there
has been a mill on or near this site for many hundreds of years,
and the area of John o’Groats certainly has a long history
dating back to the post-medieval period. However, apart from
some unpublished investigations dating to the 1980s, there

Kraiknish is an unusual late prehistoric dun that sits on a prominent coastal rocky boss at the mouth of Loch Eynort on Skye. A terrestrial
laser scan survey was carried out in conjunction with an interpreted total station survey – and the work was supported by a series of low
altitude vertical and oblique aerial photographs. In terms of creating or enhancing a site-based record, low altitude vertical and oblique
aerial photography by microcopter provides exceptional detail and 360˚ flexibility. Low altitude aerial photography by EM Photography.
(Copyright Forestry Commission Scotland)
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has been no evidence to suggest that any such mills existed.
This work aims to establish the history and phasing of the site
and its landscape, and provide information that will allow an
informed decision to be made on the preservation and any
future use of the building.
The present mill is a large mill for its type, three-storeys in
height with a large kiln to the NE side, and a huge overshot
waterwheel – set in its own wheel house – powering three
large millstones on the first floor. It has been left empty since
2001, and there are 213 artefacts (some in groups) in the mill
including tools, equipment, former millstones, winnowing
machines, etc, which, although not of great antiquity, form
part of the picture of the history and use of the mill in the
later stages of its life. The flagstone mill pond to the S is just
as interesting, with stone cobbled weirs and water channels.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

John o’Groats Mill

Contin
Ledgowan
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 1283 5381 A walkover survey was carried out on 1 August
2013 in advance of the construction of a hydro-electric scheme.
Two archaeological features were recorded; a possible cairn
bounded by large stones, and a footpath reinforced by stones
and boulders running along the edge of natural ridges and
platforms. The remains of tree roots, preserved in peat, were
also seen along the route.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

Lochrosque
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 1613 5869 and NH 1516 5990 A walkover survey was
carried out on 1 August 2013 in advance of the construction of
a hydro-electric scheme. A total of ten features were identified,
including various water tanks (roofed and unroofed), a wooden
bridge, turf dykes and pipelines, as well as a low mound in a
gently sloping open area (c3m high, 49m long and 22m wide)
with a line of large upright stones running out from the SE
end. It was unclear if the mound was a manmade feature or a
natural mound modified for use, possibly as a barrow.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables
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Creich
Auchinduich
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NH 61547 94961 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out in advance of a proposed woodland planting scheme. A
total of 54 features were recorded during fieldwork.
NH 61547 94961 (1) Structure, 6 x 4.8m externally, 3m
internal diameter, 0.5m high walls. ?18th century or prehistoric.
NH 61542 97958 (2) Structure, 5.5 x 4.5m, its W peat and
stone wall survives. ?18th century or prehistoric.
NH 61566 97982 (3) Structure, 4 x 3.7m, its W peat and
stone wall survives. ?18th century or prehistoric.
NH 61562 98009 (4) Curvilinear bank, 1.1m wide and 0.2m
high, oriented NW–SE. 18th century.
NH 61618 97959 (5) Possible hut circle, 12 x 12m, with low
peat bank 0.15m high, on level platform with distinct break of
slope on S side, set on slight knoll. Prehistoric.
NH 61790 97974 (6) Bank up to 1m high, 1.3m wide, possibly
edges 2m wide track, oriented E–W. 18th century.
NH 62003 98020 (7) Settlement consisting of a house, with
enclosure on N side, a second structure lies to W of house,
with possible cart shed on its E side. There is a large dry stone
walled enclosure to S of the house, with smaller enclosure in
SE corner. 18th/19th century.
NH 62028 98057 (8) Structure, 4 x 6m, with 0.9m wide and
0.3m high wall. ?17th/18th century.
NH 62015 980431 (9) Bank, 0.5m high and 1.5m wide.
?18th/19th century.
NH 61949 98056 (10) Possible hut circle, 14 x 14m, set on
level raised platform, with low earthen bank. N side built
over by later bank, possible structure 4 x 2m. Prehistoric and
18th/19th century.
NH 61957 98067 (11) A 3m wide track, leads up the hill from
(9). 18th/19th century.
NH 62067 98025 (12) Structure, 15 x 5m, internal room 6m,
with 0.5m high and 1m wide walls. Oriented NW–SE and on
flat ground. ?17th/18th century.
NH 62074 98045 (13) Structure, 3 x 8m, with 0.7m wide and
0.3m high walls. Boulder bank 10m to W. ?17th/18th century.
NH 62122 98008 (14) Structure, 6 x 6m, with 0.7m wide and
0.4m high walls. A boulder wall leading off structure forms an
enclosure. ?17th/18th century.
NH 62136 98063 (15) Structure, 6 x 5m, attached to a bank
leading to 7 x 6m enclosure. ?17th/18th century.
NH 62250 98078 (16) Peat hag. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 62250 98021 (17) Peat hag. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 62148 97867 (18) Possible quarry. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 62029 97967 (19) A N–S oriented bank, 0.8m wide.
17th/18th/19th century.
NH 62000 97908 (20) Possible hut circle, 1.4m wide and
0.45m high bank. Prehistoric.
NH 61889 97913 (21) Clearance cairn, 5 x 4m. ?17th/18th
century.
NH 64905 97909 (22) Clearance cairn, 3 x 4m. ?17th/18th
century.
NH 61909 97894 (23) Clearance cairn, 3 x 4m. ?17th/18th
century.
NH 61998 97897 (24) Clearance cairn. ?17th/18th century.
NH 61896 97889 (25) Clearance cairn. ?17th/18th century.
NH 6152 97830 (26) Clearance cairn, 6 x 2m. ?17th/18th
century.
NH 61531 97848 (27) Structure, 2 x 2m, one course of stones
visible. ?17th/18th century.
NH 61571 97853 (28) Clearance cairn, 5 x 3m.
NH 61523 97867 (29) Structure, oriented N–S, 4 x 12m, 0.8m
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wide and 0.9m high walls, with associated enclosure on W
side. ?17th/18th century.
NH 61529 97883 (30) Structure, 5 x 5m. ?17th/18th century.
NH 61524 97892 (31) Structure, oriented E–W, 5 x 28m. A
smaller, 5 x 9m, stone structure is located on top of the larger
structure. ?17th/18th century.
NH 61469 97855 (32) Structures, 8 x 8m and 10 x 4m, with
earlier 4 x 10m structure. ?17th/18th century.
NH 61471 97909 (33) Clearance cairn, 1 x 3m. ?17th/18th
century.
NH 61411 97880 (34) Enclosure, oriented N–S, 16 x 16m,
with 0.5m high and 1m wide bank. ?17th/18th century.
NH 61358 97890 (35) Structures, 4 x 6m and 4 x 6m.
?17th/18th century.
NH 63630 97906 (36) Clearance cairn, 10 x 3m. ?17th/18th
century.
NH 61104 97836 (37) Hut circle, 14 x 14m, with earlier
possible hut circle or elaborate entrance on E side. Low earthen
bank and flat interior set on level rise. Prehistoric.
NH 61263 97842 (38) Bank and possible track running NW–
SE. ?17th/18th century.
NH 61440 97811 (39) Earth and stone bank ?17/18th century.
NH 61592 97808 (40) Clearance cairn, 2 x 2m. ?17th/18th
century.
NH 61567 97774 (41) Bank, 16m long, 0.5m high and 0.6m
wide. ?17/18th century.
NH 61598 97834 (42) Clearance cairn, 2 x 3m. ?17th/18th
century.
NH 61931 97836 (43) Structure, 6 x 9m, with 0.7m wide and
0.2m high walls. Unknown date.
NH 62106 98113 (44) Peat hag. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 61965 98312 (45) Peat hag. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 61898 98180 (46) Peat hag. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 61900 98128 (47) Peat hag. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 61595 98056 (48) Bank Low earthen and stone bank,
runs downhill. 18/19th century.
NH 61783 98186 (49) Peat hag. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 61554 98327 (50) Peat hag. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 60364 98139 (51) Structure, 3 x 3.8m, with 0.4m high
and 0.6m wide walls. 17th/18th/19th century.
NH 60521 98107 (52) Hut circle, 14 x 13m, with 0.15m high
bank and possible entrance on E side. Prehistoric.
NH 60441 98105 (53) Platform, 14 x 14m, possible location
of hut circle. Prehistoric.
NH 61424 98057 (54) Structure, 6 x 6m, with 1.5m wide and
0.5m wide bank. Prehistoric.
It was recommended that all sites, with the exception of the
peat hags, should be preserved in situ.

Within the centre of the house lay a large hearth made of
flat stones. This was associated with a stone built draw-flue.
A large rubble and dry stone culvert ran from the ‘outshot’
to the front of the building. The E house had both front and
back entrances. The latter being associated with the ‘outshot’.
Two cruck post settings were also recorded. A stone apron c1m
wide ran along the front of the building.
A second house was recorded abutting the W wall of the
first building. A large hearth with collapsed chimney was built
into the NE corner of the house. A possible second hearth was
located within the centre of the structure, although this was
located close to the entrance and may be a large post-pad. To
the W of this building, at the lowest point of the site, was an
associated byre. This appeared to have been remodelled and a
small ancillary building constructed at its E end.
A small quantity of ceramic fragments and glass was
recovered from the buildings, together with the remains of an
iron cauldron and two copper buttons. Initial examination of
the pottery indicates that it is of early 19th-century date. This
correlates well with the known historical evidence for the site.

Archive: Argyll Archaeology
Funder: Mark Seed

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services and West Coast
Archaeological Services

Torbreck Longhouse, Loch Buidhe
Excavation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 6488 9804 An excavation was undertaken, 8–16 April
2013, of a longhouse complex near Loch Buidhe prior to the
development of a new electricity sub-station. The excavation
recorded a longhouse complex of dry stone and turf structures
consisting of three phases of construction. These included
two distinct house structures with associated animal byres
and a small ancillary building. The structures had obvious
partitions. Both of the house structures revealed intact floor
deposits and several internal architectural features.
The E house provided strong evidence for internal divisions
with a rectangular out-shot along its N edge and a smaller
rectangular recess along its S edge. This latter feature was
associated with the truncated remains of an internal wall.

Reeds Park, Cromarty
Survey and excavation
Steven Birch, Mary Peteranna, Lynn Fraser – Cromarty Medieval
Burgh Community Archaeology Project
NH 7941 6722 The Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community
Archaeology Project was developed after winter storms and
high tides in December 2012 revealed extensive medieval and
post-medieval archaeological deposits on the E side of the
town.
In the spring of 2013 a geophysical survey (see entry
above) was conducted in Reeds Park, the greenfield site
adjacent to the shoreline erosion, to assess the potential for
further archaeological remains. In the summer of 2013, in
conjunction with SCAPE-SCHARP, the first three week season
of a community excavation was undertaken on the shoreline
and in Reeds Park. Hard-working volunteers supported by

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Cromarty
Reeds Field, Cromarty
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NH 78000 67000 Storms in the winter of 2012/13 exposed
midden deposits close to what would have been the core area
of the medieval burgh of Cromarty. In addition to small finds,
both postholes and walling were apparent in the exposed
section. An excavation carried out during the laying of a water
pipe had recorded further midden deposits, postholes and
gullies. A gradiometer and resistance survey were carried out,
11–12 April 2013, over Reeds Field to determine the nature and
extent of any anomalies extending inland from the exposed
coastal section.
While the results of the surveys were not very clear, the
gradiometry has identified a zone of potentially archaeologically
significant anomalies in the NW of the survey area, which
suggests that the site exposed on the coast may extend c30m
inland. The resistance data is dominated by responses from
ridge and furrow cultivation and more amorphous anomalies,
which are thought to reflect natural features. Both resistance
and gradiometry identified the line of Thief’s Lane and the
yards to the rear of former cottages on the Causeway.
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Volunteers digging at Reeds Park, Cromarty 2013 (Photograph Elinor Graham of SCAPE)
professional archaeologists uncovered the post-medieval/
abandonment phase of archaeological remains in this part of
town including, Thief’s Row and the robbed out remains of
three houses, which are shown on the OS map of 1880. The
analysis of the artefacts recovered, many of them personal
objects, plus animal/fish bone and shellfish remains, are
allowing us to learn about how the people of Cromarty lived
during the 18th and 19th centuries.
More targeted excavation below the 18th/19th-century layers
uncovered significant medieval remains, including earlier road
surfaces below Thief’s Row and the stone-built foundations
of substantial buildings with evidence for cruck-frame
construction. The preservation of the medieval remains is
excellent, reinforcing our belief that medieval Cromarty was an
important burgh, probably sustained by the fishing industry.
Small finds from the deposits include ceramics dating to
between the 12th and 15th centuries (including imported wares
from the Scottish central belt, Yorkshire and the low countries
of Europe), iron fish hooks and knives, stone and ceramic
spindle whorls, rotary quern stones and numerous stone potlids. The querns have all been found built into the medieval
buildings, which may indicate the reuse of convenient stone.
One particularly large lower quern stone had been built into
the wall of one of the buildings facing into the interior at floor
level. Some of the earliest settlement evidence uncovered
indicates possible destruction of earlier wooden buildings by
fire.
The results suggest that the site may have been an industrial
area for medieval Cromarty and that the fishing industry
may have formed an important role in these activities. This is
supported by the amount of shellfish remains (probably used
for bait), fish bone, a significant number of stone pot-lids, dense
ash layers and only very few domestic cooking pots. However,
some of the deposits recovered from the earliest settlement on
the site are domestic in nature. Post-excavation analysis will be
undertaken to assess the results and to continue research into
primary documentary sources. The project website will have
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more details as work progresses: www.medievalcromarty.org
Archive: WCAS and RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
(intended)

Funder: Hunter Archaeological Trust, SCAPE (Scottish Coastal
Archaeology and the Problem of Erosion), SCHARP (Scotland’s
Coastal Heritage at Risk), The Highland Council, The Cromarty
Trust, Catherine Mackichan Trust, Global Energy Nigg Ltd, Nigg
Energy Park, Cromarty Firth Port Authority, Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services and West Coast Archaeological Services

Cromdale, Inverallan and Advie
Auchnagallin Lease Area
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services

Lime kiln at Wester Achnagallin Farm, Auchnagallin Lease Area
NJ 0477 3324 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey was carried out, 20 May 2013, in advance of
a proposed woodland planting scheme. The survey identified
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seven previously unrecorded sites, including a post-medieval
lime kiln, quarry, dam and track located along the Caochan
Burn. The possible remains of a prehistoric field system,
consisting of two possible very degraded structures and
clearance cairns, was located along the W edge of the survey
area c30m higher than the post-medieval settlement.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Balnafettach Farm, Cromdale
Metal detector survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NJ 0774 2832 and NJ 0772 2886 A metal detector survey was
carried out on 28 February 2013 in advance of a housing
development. The survey recorded 15 items, all modern and
largely agricultural in nature.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: W Cassells

Croy and Dalcross
Clava Cairns
Watching brief
Thorsten Hanke – Kirkdale Archaeology
NH 7571 4443 A watching brief was undertaken, 18 December
2012, during the excavation of small trenches to allow the
installation of permanent survey markers. The 11 holes
excavated did not exceed a depth of 200mm and no features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Clava Lodge, Culloden Moor
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: F Johnstone

Daviot and Dunlichity
Inverarnie
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and Pete Higgins – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 6800 3613 A watching brief was carried out on 1 February
2013 during groundwork associated with a development at
Mains of Gask, Inverarnie. The area was considered sensitive
due to the presence of a ring cairn to the S. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Kevin Anderson

Dingwall
St Andrews Road, Dingwall
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie, Leonard McKinney and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 551 603 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
24 October – 18 November 2011, in advance of a housing
development. The evaluation covered 5% (1582m2) of the
development. Evidence of French drains, levelling, stone
clearance, tree planting and infilling of hollows to create
a gentle profile, were considered to reflect 19th-century
landscaping work associated with the creation of a park for
Tulloch Castle.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Roy Homes

Tulloch Castle, Dingwall
Evaluation
Pete Higgins – Archaeology North Ltd
NH 5485 6025 An evaluation was undertaken, 22–26 March
2013, in advance of a housing development on land SE of
Tulloch Castle. The work recorded a single linear feature of
unknown purpose and a land drain.
Archive: Archaeology North Ltd
Funder: Bracewell Stirling

Dores
Cullaird Farm Cottage, Scaniport
Evaluation
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 63646 40255 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
undertaken, on 12 March 2013, in advance of the construction
of a house on land 80m W of Cullaird Farm Cottage. Three
possible features, a modern plough mark, a stone hole and an
inconclusive deposit of charcoal rich material, were recorded.
Flint flake recovered from the topsoil, Clava Lodge

Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: A MacLaren

NH 76336 44819 A watching brief carried out, 6–7 February
2013, during site clearance associated with the construction of
a new house, identified four features. Three pits in the subsoil
contained topsoil and were interpreted as stone holes, created
by the removal of boulders from the subsoil. A fourth pit,
which contained degraded hay, a fragment of glass and hemp
twine was of unknown function, but may have been associated
with post-medieval agricultural activity. A large flint flake
of unknown origin, examined by Alan Saville at NMS, was
an intriguing topsoil find, although of little archaeological
significance.

Dores
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NH 58 33 Metal detecting resulted in the discovery of a Late
Bronze Age hoard comprising a mixture of complete objects
and metalworking debris, apparently dispersed by ploughing.
The hoard consists of two complete socketed axeheads; the
upper socket portion and the blade portion of a further two
socketed axeheads; a tanged knife with crescentic blade; a
socketed gouge; a socketed knife; a miscast socketed knife and
a casting jet (most likely from the gate of a mould for a socketed
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axehead) and a lump of melted bronze. It is unusual to find
casting debris in Scottish hoards and this is also an unusually
large hoard for the Highland region. Excavation around the
presumed locus of the hoard revealed two, as yet undated, firepits with charcoal-rich fills but shed no immediate light on the
original circumstances of the metalwork deposit.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 14/13), allocated to Inverness
Museum and Art gallery

a housing development. The site was on part of the former
town fields of Dornoch, and field boundaries are shown on
OS maps before 1972–3. A total of 8.6% (170m2) of the area
was excavated, but no finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Report: Nortec Consulting Engineers Ltd

Dunnet
Dunnet Westside
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology
Services
ND 212 712 A desk-based assessment and watching brief
were undertaken in May 2010 in advance of the construction
of a house. Unfortunately groundwork had already been
undertaken before the archaeologist was informed and some
areas had been excavated and concreted. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Martin Murray

Durness

The Late Bronze Age metalwork hoard from Dores (Copyright NMS)

Dornoch
Pitgrundy Farm
Metal detector and trial trenching surveys
Lynne McKeggie, Emma Malone and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 7929 9053 A desk-based assessment, metal detector and
trial trenching surveys were undertaken, March 2013, in
advance of the development of a proposed sand and gravel
quarry. The area was considered sensitive as metal detecting
in the area has previously produced large numbers of
artefacts. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: SC Mackintosh

Royal Golf Hotel, Dornoch
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 8006 8959 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken in
advance of the development of holiday accommodation in the
grounds of the Royal Golf Hotel. The site consists of two areas
divided by a road: The area to the W of the road had been
completely excavated in the past and was therefore excluded
from the evaluation. The area to the E contained a 10–12m
strip of hard standing along its N edge. Just over 7% of the
remaining area was excavated, but only 20th- and 21st-century
garden features and services were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Dornoch Developments Ltd

Stafford Court
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Lynn Mckeggie and Pete Higgins – Highland Archaeology (LM) and
Archaeology North Ltd (PH)
NH 8010 9000 A desk-based assessment and trial trenching
evaluation were carried out on 1 October 2012 in advance of
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Bettyhill
Walkover survey and evaluation
Lynne McKeggie and Pete Higgins – Highland Archaeology Services
NC 3735 6078 A walkover survey and evaluation was
undertaken, 31 October – 7 November 2012, in advance of
and during the construction of a wind farm. Bronze Age/
Iron Age roundhouses with associated field clearance cairns
and other contemporaneous features have been recorded in
the area; but field survey found the whole of the area to have
been extensively cut for peat, which is likely to have destroyed
archaeological evidence.
When construction started it was thought that six known
features could not be safeguarded as planned, so an evaluation
was undertaken to establish their nature and prepare for full
excavation. A small trench across a circular earthwork feature
showed that it was almost certainly a roundhouse of Late Bronze
Age or Iron Age date. The other features were all substantial
cairns. No structural features, burials or datable artefacts were
found in the cairns, and they were interpreted as clearance
cairns associated with the roundhouse. A decision was taken to
change the turbine location and the features were unaffected.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Report: Invenergy LLC

Duthil and Rothiemurchus
Auchterblair
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 9211 2279 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 30
May – 3 June 2013, in advance of the construction of a silage
pit. The area was considered sensitive due to a cropmark,
which indicated the presence of potential archaeological
features. A total of five trenches, covering c29% of the area
were excavated.
Seven features were identified, of which two contained
modern material, including the remains of a post and a
stone with metal fitting. One feature consisted of an area of
large stones sunken into an amorphous pit, with some burnt
material. Four features were approximately circular pits with
dark homogenous fills containing flecks of charcoal. Three
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of these pits were c1m in diameter, and were well defined
with fairly deep, steep-sided cuts and one or two fills. Some
small pieces of burnt bone were recovered. The fourth was
0.6m in diameter with a shallow cut (0.2m deep) and some
large stones which may represent post-packing. There were
no apparent alignments or relationships between the features,
but further work on the burnt bone and soil samples may aid
in their interpretation.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: T Stirling

Farr
Golval Farm, Melvich
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 9041 6159 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out, on 24 September 2013, of five parcels of land in advance
of a proposed woodland planting scheme covering 30ha. The
following features were noted.
NC 86SE 31 Sheepfold (not a building as described in
RCAHMS).
NC 96SW 17 A cairn field with at least 30 mounds.
The following previously unknown sites were recorded.
NC 90324 61904 Structure.
NC 90385 62106 – NC 90398 62148 Stone dyke.
NC 90740 62097 Shieling.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: Fountains Forestry

Melvich
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie, Paul Humphreys and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NC 8991 6273 and NC 9004 6237 A walkover survey was
carried out in June 2012 in advance of the re-opening of two
small sand and rock quarries at Ackron, Melvich. A previous
walkover survey by Cathy Dagg in 2002 had identified various
sites in the vicinity, including an enclosure, a hut circle and
a cairn. No finds or features or archaeological significance
were recorded in the quarry area. A possible vestigial hut
circle and two 20th-century shooting butts were recorded in
the surrounding area. An unrecorded pre-clearance rural
settlement site consisting of buildings and field boundaries
was noted in an adjacent field.

Fearn
HMS Owl
Desk-based assessment and standing building recording
Lynne McKeggie and Pete Higgins – Highland Archaeology
Services (LM) and Archaeology North Ltd (PH)
NH 8479 7615 A desk-based assessment and building survey
were undertaken on 28 September 2012 of the control tower,
Fearn Airfield (former HMS Owl), in advance of development.
The control tower is a standard RNAS four-storey structure,
one of only two surviving in Britain, and the only one in
Scotland. The bricks of the load-bearing brickwork are halffrogged commons, stamped ‘NIDDRIE’. These were produced
in a large works near Edinburgh, which was active until 1991.
The construction of the lower walls is of c350mm brickwork
supporting concrete floor slabs apparently cast in situ. From the
second floor upwards a reinforced concrete frame replaces the
brickwork, with block work or brick infill panels. The concrete
floor slabs of the first and second storeys are cantilevered out
to form balconies to the SW elevation, extending for short
distances along the NW and SE elevations.
In one room pencilled marks show where a light switch
was intended to be placed, and presumably dates from the
construction of the building. In the same room are a crayon
profile of a man’s head, with later comments around it, a crude
drawing of an aircraft, and the name ‘James Kilpatrick Ltd’.
Two other standing buildings were also recorded: a brick
built generator house and a Nissen type hut of brick and
asbestos concrete. Hollows and mounds in the grass-grown
area around the tower may indicate the remains of other
buildings.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Charlotte Seddon

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Alastair Campbell/Foggo Design Associates

Skelpick, Strathnaver
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 724 542 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried out,
on 20 June 2013, in advance of a proposed woodland planting
scheme covering 55ha. The following features were recorded.
NC 75SW 6 Sheepfold (not a hut circle as described in
RCAHMS).
NC 75SW 77 Sheepfold with remains of two houses and
head dyke.
NC 72327 54681 Structure and clearance cairns.
NC 7247 5413 (centred on) Clearance cairns, possible field plot.
NC 7256 5413 (centred on) Two shielings.
NC 7255 5410 (centred on) Clearance cairns, possible field plot.
NC 7250 5399 (centred on) Clearance cairns, possible field plot.
NC 72318 53973 Structure.
NC 72314 55136 Sheepfold (possible).
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry

The control tower at Fearn Airfield (former HMS Owl)

Gairloch
Mellon Udrigle Roundhouse
Survey
Anna Welti – Lochbroom Field Club
NG 89150 95686 The site is a roundhouse of approximately
10m internal diameter set among sand dunes above the beach
at Camus a’ Charraig. It was covered with sand until around 50
years ago when a storm removed the sand. The site may have
suffered some disturbance and dilapidation since the loss of
sand cover.
The N arc of the structure is built up, with built stones
showing in the banking together with a lot of tumble. There
has been some recent dumping at the base of this bank from
land clearance in advance of the construction of a fence.
On the S side is a level area of flat turf between sand dunes,
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invaded by rabbits. The structure is slightly recessed into this
area. There is a shell midden at the SE entrance.
Plane table survey was carried out in 2009 after detailed
recording of the structure as part of the Wester Ross
Roundhouse Survey (DES 2010, 174). The structure seems to
have some internal compartments, with radial dividing walls.
These could indicate ‘wheelhouse’ construction. There are
several possible fallen orthostats with related postholes lined
with small packing stones. Further investigation of this site is
planned subject to funding and permission from both Historic
Scotland and the landowner.
Archive: Highland HER (intended)

Gairloch/Lochbroom
Wedigs Community Project
Excavation
Anna Welti – Lochbroom Field Club
Heritage Lottery and Highland Council funding of a community
project sponsored by Lochbroom Field Club allowed the
targeted excavation of six prehistoric roundhouse sites,
March–October 2012, by volunteers from local communities
in Achiltibuie, Lochbroom and Gairloch. Post-excavation
analysis is ongoing. The primary aim of the project was to
gather sufficient information and samples to allow six lines of
investigation to be fulfilled.
(1) A detailed pre-excavation plan of the site leading to a site
typology. (2) The creation of a coherent wall typology. (3) A
suggestion of function in relation to wall typology. (4) Dates for
the occupation or use of the structures. (5) Reconstruction of
the surrounding floral landscape. (6) Factors which governed
the choice of site for each structure.
Each of the aims was designed to clarify future work on
similar sites located across the W coast’s varied landscapes.
Charcoal samples were taken for radiocarbon dating and soil
samples for environmental analysis at each of the sites.
NC 0213 1188 Loch Raa Hut Circle, Achiltibuie (Wedig 1)
This hut circle lies close to the E shore of the loch, immediately
by the E side of the road. The remains consist of a rather
chaotic, bracken covered, circle of boulders and stones, c12m
in overall diameter. A possible entrance faces cSE. The site
lies on a gently sloping hillside which falls away to the loch
c30m to the W. An upslope ditch carried water around the
roundhouse. A second, less well defined hut circle is c40m
upslope to the E. There are fragments of enclosure boundaries
around the site. Three trenches were excavated, two in the hut
circle and one close by.

Trench 1, Loch Raa, showing the sequence of three hearths
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Trench 1, which was placed just off the centre of the
structure, contained a sequence of three hearths with
associated ash and charcoal deposits. The earliest hearth, a
shallow pit cut into the natural with a flat slab at its base, also
had an associated stone lined tank (a small, well preserved
feature) by its N side.
Trench 2 was placed across a well preserved section of
enclosure in the SW arc of the roundhouse. A well built 2m
wide stone wall was recorded. It was constructed with inner
and outer faces consisting of well laid coursed stonework
retaining an earth and rubble core A single posthole complete
with packing stones was located 1.2m in from the inside face
of the wall. Small finds included nice examples of fragmented
pot-boilers, a possible flaked quartz tool and two small rim
fragments, one from a soapstone bowl and one from a steatite
rich pottery vessel. A number of water worn beach pebbles
were also recovered.
Trench 3 was positioned c6m N of the roundhouse. A well
defined sequence of soil horizons was recorded.
NC 0230 1265 Achnahaird Hut Circle, Achiltibuie (Wedig
4) This hut circle lies close to the shore at the S tidal limit of
Achnahaird Bay. The site is surrounded by lazy-bed cultivation
ridges and heavily overgrown with bracken. Latterly the interior
has been used as a feeding stance for livestock. The remains
consist of a well defined earth ring-bank with occasional
glimpses of stone wall-facing, c10m in overall diameter. A
possible entrance faces to the W. A second, less well preserved
hut circle lies by the shore c150m to the N.
Trench 1, which was placed just off centre of the structure,
contained a quadrant of a rubble-stone hearth with heat
reddened stone surrounded by areas of char and ash. The
rake-out from the fire spread across a compacted sandy earth
floor forming a well defined occupation horizon. Below this
was a layer of clean sand (abandonment) which sealed an
earlier, and similar, occupation horizon which lay directly on
the levelled summit of a sand dune.
Trench 2 was placed across a well preserved section of
stone wall, revealing an inner face built of laid boulders and
slabs and a boulder outer face c2m to the N. The later phase
of occupation butted up to the internal foot of this wall. The
earlier phase of occupation ran under this wall to butt up to
the remains of an earlier wall, consisting of orthostatic facing
stones with a rubble fill. The later phase roundhouse wall was
built within the earlier phase utilizing the earlier wall in its
construction.
Trench 3 was located amongst lazy-bed cultivation and
contained post glacial soils and an old ground surface, sealed
below the lazy-bed cultivation.
Trench 4 was placed across a possible W-facing entrance to
the later phase house. This feature proved to be a recent break
in the perimeter. However, a truncated posthole, complete
with packing stones, could belong to the initial phase of
occupation.
Trench 5 was placed across a boundary wall, which appeared
to form an enclosure around the site. The wall was found to
have no organized structure, but to be a linear gathering of
boulders and stones from the surrounding landscape.
Small finds included a possible burnisher, several light use
pounders and many fragments of pebble pot-boilers.
NH 1057 9689 Rhue Hut Circle, Ullapool (Wedig 2) This hut
circle lies c200m upslope from the road and a more substantial
hut circle by the roadside. The site consists of a heather
covered ring-bank c10m in overall diameter, with an extended
entrance facing to the SE. The surrounding area, although
heather covered, showed considerable evidence for cultivation
with numerous clearance cairns protruding through the peat.
Trench 1 which was placed just off centre within the
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structure revealed a large stone slab set directly on the natural
subsoil. This slab, which had been levelled with stone wedges,
showed no indication of heat and was surrounded and partly
covered by a black, occupation horizon.
Trench 2 was placed across a well preserved section of turf
bank just to the W of the entrance. Excavations revealed a
tumbled stone wall with the inner face surviving four courses
high. The outer face had tumbled down the slope. The
occupation horizon revealed in Trench 1 was seen to butt up
to the foot of the inner face of the hut wall.
Trench 3 was placed c3m to the W of the site.
Small finds included a maul/working surface from the
tumbled wall core, which may indicate the presence of an
earlier occupation site in the area.
NH 1269 9728 Strathain (1) and (2) Hut Circles, Ullapool
(Wedig 5) These hut circles are part of a previously unrecorded
site lying on a steep S-facing hillside recently cleared of
vegetation by a woodland fire. The site overlooks An Strathan
and a small burn, and is 1.5km from the Rhue site. It consists
of roughly circular rubble ring-banks set on platforms cut into
the hillslope at the back and built out at the front – effectively
a platform settlement. Trenches were excavated on two of the
platforms at Strathain 1.
Trench 1 was placed just off centre within the structure
and recorded a shallow and very greasy black horizon lying
immediately below a peaty turf and resting on the clay natural.
The only feature was a small arc of stones. Several small, water
worn, white quartz pebbles were associated with the black
horizon.
Trench 2 was placed on the E side of the circle across a
possible collapsed wall. The feature was found to be a random
pile of stone overlying the greasy black horizon. A random
collection of flat slabs lay at the W end of the trench and white
quartz pebbles were found in the black horizon.
Two further trenches were excavated at Strathain 1.
Trench 3 was located c10m SW of the platform, and Trench 4
was located c15m W of the platform. The soil profiles in these
trenches matched that of Trench 1.
Srathain 2 lay c100m N and upslope of Strathain 1 and
was identical in appearance. A single trench (Trench 5) was
excavated just outside the front of the platform to the centre.
This trench demonstrated that the platform had been revetted
at the front, with a five course wall behind, which had a fill
of small stones. A cut had then been made into the hill slope
to create the platform. The greasy black horizon was present,
but again there was no evidence of occupation. At some point
after the abandonment of the platform a layer of peaty soil had
formed and a small peat fire had been built at the centre of
the platform. There were no small finds associated with either
platform. Soil samples were taken for later analysis. A charcoal
sample was later recovered from a soil sample.
NG 8055 7713 Achtercairn (1) Hut Circle, Gairloch
(Wedig 3) Trench 1, placed just to the SE of the centre of
the site revealed three levels of activity. Removal of the turf
exposed an area of well laid stone slab paving, possibly related
to the remains of the small (shieling type) structure lying
immediately to the N of the trench. Sealed beneath this paving
was an area of burning so intense that the underlying natural
and adjacent stones had been reddened. Removal of the burnt
level revealed a quadrant (in the NE corner of the trench) of a
shallow scoop in the natural subsoil, which contained a dark
charcoal rich earth and burnt stones. There were no associated
finds. Soil and charcoal samples were taken from all levels.
Trench 2, placed across a well preserved section of wall on
the S side of the site recorded the foundations of a 2m wide
wall, consisting of massive boulder faces with a rubble and
soil core. This wall, judging by the amount of collapsed rubble

would have stood c1.5m high. The trench was extended for 2m
towards the centre of the site, but no evidence of occupation
or activity was located. A single fire cracked pounder was
recovered from the rubble fill of the wall. Soil and charcoal
samples were taken, including a series of core samples for
magnetic susceptibility and phosphate analysis.
A 1m2 trench (Trench 3) was excavated c10m SW of the
platform and the soil profile recorded.
NG 8077 7693 Achtercairn (2) and (3) Hut Circles
(Wedig 6) These previously unrecorded hut circles lie in deep
heather at the foot of a prominent NW-facing slope, known
locally as Meall na h-Iolaire. The remains consist of a low
heather covered ring bank c10m in overall diameter, with
a possible entrance facing to the SE. The site was cleared of
heather prior to excavation. A second ring of boulders lies
40m to the NE. This site (Achtercairn 3) consists of a ring of
boulders 6m in overall diameter, which appears to be sitting
directly on the ground surface. A total of four trenches were
excavated. A single trench placed across Achtercairn 2, two
soil trenches, and a small test trench in Achtercairn.
Trench 1 placed across Achtercairn 2 on a cN–S alignment
recorded a fine orthostat faced wall, with a boulder fill, on the
N and S side. A well built buttress supported the downhill N
wall. A compacted clay floor butted up to the inner face of the
walls. An oval hearth area, (char filled black earth), lay roughly
central to the interior space. A second hearth, constructed of
stone, which post dated the clay floor, lay against the inner
face of the N wall. Lifting of the clay floor revealed a truncated
posthole which still retained its post pad c1.25m in from the S
inner wall face. A second truncated posthole was found 1.25m
inside the N inner wall face. Removal of the wall stones showed
that the stone wall was a secondary feature and that an earth
walled roundhouse predated the stone structure. Small finds
included a large ovoid light use pounder.
A 1m2 trench (Trench 2) was placed c10m NE of the
roundhouse, but was abandoned due to geological difficulties.
A second soil profile trench (Trench 3) was excavated c10m W
of the roundhouse.
Trench 4 was placed in a circular stone setting (Achtercairn 3)
c40m downslope of the roundhouse. Excavation showed that
the stone setting was not a structured wall but a surface setting
of boulders encircling an area of red loamy soil. Within the
stone setting was a small cobbled area, which showed no
signs of burning, but was associated with well defined areas of
charcoal and many chunky quartz fragments, later identified
as a worked quartz assemblage.
At Achiltibuie radiocarbon dating of the latest Loch Raa
hearth, at 2374 BP ±27, matched that for charcoal inside the
later wall at Achnahaird (2345 BP±29) showing a probability
of both sites being occupied at the same time, in the early
Iron Age.
The earliest hearth at Loch Raa was dated to 3207 BP±29,
Early Bronze Age. This could indicate continuous occupation
of the Loch Raa site between 1257 BC and 424 BC.
The radiocarbon date from the Rhue central trench is 2462
BP±29, contemporaneous with a Srathain date of 2479 BP±29.
Early Iron Age activities may have been taking place at Srathain
at the same time as people were living at Rhue.
The radiocarbon date from the Rhue wall trench is 1675
BP±29, Later Iron Age, c800 years later than the date obtained
from the central trench. Did occupants leave, and later return?
Or was the Rhue site occupied continuously for 800 years?
At Achtercairn radiocarbon dates from Achtercairn (1)
central trench were 2163 BP±27 and 2204 BP±29 indicating
that intense burning took place over a short time span in the
Middle Iron Age. Achtercairn 2 gave a date 500 years earlier,
2676 BP±29, Late Bronze Age. The date at Achtercairn 3 was
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2000 years earlier than neighbouring Achtercairn (2), 4719
BP±30, Neolithic. Hence these three sites, although situated
near to one another, did not appear to have had contemporary
occupation.
Website: www.wedigs.co.uk
Archive: Highland Archive Centre at Inverness
Funder: Heritage Lottery and Highland Council

Glenelg
Dun Troddan Broch
Watching brief and evaluation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NG 8339 1725 A watching brief and evaluation was carried
out, on 18 March 2013, during minor alterations to the
broch entrance. Within the area of the entrance passage
and connected guard cell a minimal amount of work was
undertaken, principally weeding and the removal of superficial
surface deposits. A photographic survey was undertaken of
the guard cell. The excavation of a small trench in the broch
revealed that archaeological deposits survive at a depth of
450mm, with evidence for some of these continuing into the
entrance passage.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Inverie, Knoydart Peninsula
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch, Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – West Coast
Archaeological Services
NG 7621 0207 and NG 8126 0069 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were undertaken, 16–28 November
2012, in advance of a woodland planting scheme. The survey
identified several new sites including prehistoric hut circles
and associated field system, field boundary dykes, a possible
post-medieval building and a well.

undertaken in 1977 led by Roger Mercer prior to woodland
planting had recorded 49 sites. The area had been deeply
ploughed and substantially furrowed for planting of the
woodland and most of the sites, which were small mounds
or turf-built shielings, were not located. Surviving sites were
located adjacent to stream courses, where ploughing did not
reach the edges, or within forest rides. A total of 25 new sites
were recorded, including hut circles, farmsteads, shielings,
boundary dykes, cairns, enclosures and tracks. The new hut
circles were located amongst the previously known hut circles
N of Achlibster Hill.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Harpsdale
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Paul Humphreys and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
ND 1315 5510 A watching brief was carried out in June 2012
in advance of the construction of a new house. The area was
considered sensitive as the river valley contains a variety of
archaeological sites, including two recorded brochs within
500m of the development site. Two distinct types of probably
late 18th- to mid-19th-century land drains were recorded.
Phase 1 drains were carefully constructed stone-lined
channels with capping stones, laid in a herringbone pattern,
with the water flow being directed to the NE to the road side
ditch. Phase 2 drains were narrower and less sophisticated, with
slate pitched in to form a clear channel and a rough capstone
across the top. These cut the Phase 1 drains and followed a
parallel layout, the water flow being directed to the S into a
ditch orthogonal to the roadside ditch. As these land drains
were operational they were reinstated after investigation.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Mr and Mrs G K Bell

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and ADS
Funder: Knoydart Foundation

Halkirk
Braehour Forest Block
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch, Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and
Cromarty Archaeological Services

Harpsdale – Stoney, but not a broch

Inverness and Bona

Braehour Forest Block – Achlibster Cottage (Highland HER
MHG51358)
ND 0966 5120 A walkover survey of Braehour Forest Block, S
of Halkirk was undertaken, 30 November – 11 December 2012,
to locate archaeological sites prior to tree felling. A survey
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Culloden Footpath
Metal detector survey
Steven Birch, Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services and West Coast Archaeological Services
NH 72724 44678 (centred on) A metal detector survey was
carried out, on 8 February 2013, on behalf of The National
Trust for Scotland, of an area W–SW of Culloden Battlefield.
The survey, which was undertaken during construction of
a new footpath along the S side of the B9006, recovered 42
objects, including two copper alloy buttons, one copper alloy
buckle, one lead or pewter object and miscellaneous iron
objects.
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Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: The Highland Council

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: SSE

Knocknagael Substation
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 6548 4050 A watching brief was carried out, 24 October
– 5 November 2011, during groundwork associated with a
new water main for an electricity substation. This follows a
walkover survey and trial trenching undertaken in 2009 (DES
2010, 96). A number of 19th-/20th-century field clearance
heaps and the base of a demolished former field wall were
recorded. Other features, such as boundary stones and a hut
circle identified in 2009, were safeguarded and avoided.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Report: SSE

Culloden Footpath – Copper alloy buckle recovered during the
metal detector survey
Dell of Inshes
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 6893 4424 An evaluation was undertaken, 1–4 July
2013, in advance of a proposed commercial development.
The work recorded a series of archaeological features of
probable prehistoric date. These included pits, postholes and
a linear feature. The remains of a ring ditch roundhouse with
associated postholes were also identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Corran Properties

River Ness Flood Protection
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 6638 4539 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
6 November 2012 – 26 March 2013, on the enabling works
for construction of new flood defences on the River Ness.
Monitoring was undertaken on Bank Street, Huntly Street,
Friars Lane, Friars Street, Riverside Street, Glebe Street and
Douglas Row in the town centre. Phase I of the scheme is now
in progress and monitoring is continuing during construction
of the flood defence walls.

Inshes
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NH 70 43 The blade portion of a Late Bronze Age socketed
axehead was found during metal detecting near Inverness. Its
incompleteness precludes detailed classification and it is only
possible to assign an all-embracing date range of c1150–700
BC, during which bronze socketed axes were current.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 132/12), allocated to Inverness
Museum and Art Gallery

Inverness West Link Road
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna and John Wombell – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 6522 4309 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
December 2012 – January 2013, during ground investigations
ahead of construction of the Inverness West Link Road
on the SW side of Inverness. The excavation of 20 trial pits
along the route and inspection pits ahead of four boreholes
on the Caledonian Canal recorded no finds or features of
archaeological significance. However, 15 stray finds were
recovered from ploughsoil at the SW end of the route.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Capita Symonds

Knocknagael Substation
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Lachlan McKeggie and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 6548 4050 A watching brief was carried out in 2011 during
groundwork associated with a new cable for an electricity
substation. Various features were identified, mostly field
drains or plough scores on the same orientation, but also a
stone-lined hearth and some pits.

Sandstone built drain culvert, identified 1.8m below street level on
Bank Street, Inverness
Although there was considerable disturbance below the street
level, due to past service and infrastructure works, the remains
of 34 archaeological features were recorded in the trenches.
On Bank Street, seven sandstone-built drain culverts were
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recorded below a build up of material on the river front. On
Friars’ Street, a section of a 1.6m wide ditch survived amidst
numerous utilities’ cuts. A fragment of medieval pottery and
a pewter object were recovered from the ditch fill, suggesting
a probable medieval date. The ditch, located in the area of
the medieval friary, may have formed part of an early town
boundary. Other features included shell and bottle middens,
building walls and sequences of archaeological deposits.
Archive: RoCAS
Funder: The Highland Council

St Valery Avenue, Inverness
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Lachlan McKeggie and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 6517 4454 A watching brief was carried out, 7–16 May 2013,
during the construction of a water main along the towpath of
the Caledonian Canal, a scheduled ancient monument. The
pipe trench was opened at Tomnahurich Bridge and extended
N, past a cemetery, before diverting away from the towpath to
serve a small housing development. A section of the towpath
and an open area to the NE of the canal behind the towpath
embankment were examined but no finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Robertson Group

Torvean
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 64621 43721 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey was carried out on 5 July 2013 in advance
of the proposed development of a sports hub at Torvean. The
survey identified a previously unrecorded possible burial
cairn and post-medieval structures, and recorded a known
settlement and boundary dykes.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Capita Symonds

Kildonan
Lower Caen
Excavation
Keir M Strickland – University of the Highlands and Islands
ND 01359 17834 A community excavation, planned to
commemorate the bicentenary of the Kildonan Clearances,
was undertaken 8–23 June 2013. The deserted township of
Caen is located in the Strath of Kildonan, c2 miles upstream
from the village of Helmsdale. Lower Caen is located on a
river terrace above the Caen Burn. It is distinct from Upper
Caen, which comprises a collection of ruins that extend N, up
Caen Burn.
A programme of topographical mapping and geophysical
survey was carried out. As the structural remains were clearly
visible the fluxgate gradiometer survey aimed to identify
the location of hearths, middens and other possible internal
features. Unfortunately, the underlying granite masked
not only more subtle responses but even that from a large
corn-drying kiln. As a result it was only possible to identify
features already visible, such as extant walls and ‘potato’ pits.
Meanwhile, topographic information was shared with a team
from the University of St Andrews ‘Virtual Worlds’ group in
order to develop an immersive ‘Virtual Caen’ (now available
at: http://openvirtualworlds.org/unity-static/web-Timespan/
web-Timespan.html).
The first season of excavations at Lower Caen focused upon
the final phase of occupation and subsequent abandonment of
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a single longhouse (Structure 1) and its associated outbuilding
(Structure 2). Two L-shaped trenches were laid out to provide
a half-section across both structures along the N–S (Trench B)
and E–W (Trench A) axes.
The removal of turf exposed rubble spreads across
Structure 1 and across the E half of Structure 2. At the W
end of Structure 2, removal of the turf exposed a compressed
earth surface. Removal of the rubble across Structure 1 (the
longhouse) exposed a high quality cobbled surface in the S
end of the longhouse (upslope and upwind). This surface
was constructed of rounded river pebbles and had been
finished with a concreted lime treatment. At the N end of
Trench A (within Structure 1) the end of a sub-rectangular
void was found in this flooring, and was interpreted as
potentially representing the laying of the flooring around
a large rectangular item of furniture – such as a box-bed or
similar. We recovered a significant number of sherds of postmedieval glazed wares (18th- and early 19th-century in date,
predominantly local wares but including some English wares)
lying directly on top of this floor surface. This included one
low profile bowl which had clearly shattered in situ with a
complete half of the vessel recovered (the other half appears to
lie under the baulk). In addition to the ceramics a considerable
number of fragments of glass, iron objects (all badly corroded)
and two fragments of leather were recovered.
Near the centre of Structure 1, at the S end of Trench B, a
hearth was uncovered. Lying within a beaten earth floor, the
hearth was made up of flat stones with a shallow depression
at its centre. No accompanying features were identified, the
central baulk ran immediately to the W and S of the hearth.
A single doorway was identified in the E-facing wall of the
longhouse, with an accompanying internal and external area
of rough paving. No threshold stone was present, although
remains of a timber beam running across the entry at floor
level were recovered from sockets on either side of the
doorway, along with a substantial iron bolt and badly corroded
iron object which may have been a door hinge. The stonefooting of an internal dividing wall was identified at the N of
the internal paved area, along with a fragmented iron cauldron
that had been deliberately incorporated into the paving during
its construction.
The final northern third of Structure 1 represented the byre
end of the longhouse, with an uneven and sloping surface of
exposed natural. No drain was identified within this surface,
although it is possible that it lay off-centre in the unexcavated
W half of the structure.
In the space to the E of Structure 1, between the eastern flank
of the longhouse and the gable end of two other (unexcavated)
structures a metalled yard surface was exposed directly
beneath the turf. Lying upon this, and butting against the E
wall of Structure 1, we identified a stack of cut peat bricks.
The walls of Structure 1 consisted of a single skin of dry
stone walling, using locally available and unfinished granite.
The quality of construction was notably higher in the southern
‘domestic’ end of the building.
The excavations in Structure 2 revealed a very different
structure. Here, removal of the rubble collapse spread
revealed an uneven beaten earth floor across the interior of the
structure. The construction of the walls varied significantly
from E to W. The E gable end of the structure (separated from
Structure 1 by a gap of c0.5m) was constructed of substantial
dry stone walling, very similar in construction to that of
Structure 1. However, the W wall was completely different in
form, consisting of banked turf and rubble butting between
two large granite boulders at the NW and SW corners of the
structure. Meanwhile the N and S walls were thick double
skinned turf and stone constructions.
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Planning Trench A (facing N), at Lower Caen
Although removal of the collapse material produced finds
including ceramic sherds, iron objects and sherds of glass,
the density of finds from Structure 2 was far lower than
in Structure 1. However, in the E end of the structure, the
removal of the rubble collapse material revealed the presence
of five fragments of riveted copper sheeting, almost certainly
representing a fragmented copper pot-still, of the type used in
18th-century whisky distillation across the Highlands.

Archive: Timespan Museum (Helmsdale)
Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS

Kilmallie
Achnacarry
Walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NN 1755 8811 A walkover survey was carried out on 4
December 2012 in advance of the proposed construction of
an Archimedean screw hydro-electric scheme at Achnacarry.
The site is currently occupied by an existing hydro-electric
plant, which in turn appears to stand on, or close to, the site
of earlier industrial features, including one or more mills and
a possible iron working site. This reuse has led to considerable
disturbance and individual features and landscaping could not
be attributed to identifiable phases.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Eden Environment

Allt Dudh, Achnasaul
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NN 16185 91072 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken, on 4 December 2012, in advance of
the construction of a proposed hydro-electric scheme on the
Allt Dubh, Achnasaul. The proposed penstock line follows an

old shieling track leading to the headwaters of the Allt Dubh,
but no significant archaeological features were identified.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Eden Environment

Cameron Square, Fort William
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NN 10151 73890 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
on 11 June 2013, during ground investigations associated with
a planned town regeneration project. Cameron Square, once
known as Church Square, was the original site of the 19thcentury Kennedy Monument and borders the site of the now
demolished old Town House. Despite the narrowness of the test
pits and bore holes, a small cobble-lined drain was identified.
Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Capita Symonds

Duncansburgh MacIntosh Church, Fort William
Watching brief
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NN 10459 74053 A watching brief was carried out on 19
February 2013 on the site of a proposed extension to a church
hall. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Duncansburgh MacIntosh Church

Glen Nevis
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie and Pete Higgins – Highland Archaeology
Services (LM) and Archaeology North (PH)
NN 1253 7181 An evaluation was undertaken, in November
2012, of land at Glen Nevis Caravan Park. The area was
considered sensitive due to its proximity to Dun Dige. A test
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pit indicated that the site, which is on a flood plain, stands
on peat deposits >1.9m in depth. The 0.5m deep evaluation
trenches recorded several land drains and a possible area of
hand cultivation.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Glen Nevis Holidays

Kilmonivaig
Achluachrach
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Emma Malone and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NN 2985 8121 A desk-based assessment and watching
brief were undertaken in February 2013 in advance of the
construction of a house. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded during topsoil stripping.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: AN Fraser Joinery and Building Contractor Ltd

Allt Choire a’ Bhalachain
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 1320 0032 A walkover survey was undertaken in
advance of a proposed hydro-electric scheme at Allt Choire a’
Bhalachain. Over 20 features were recorded, including a well
defined rectangular stone-built enclosure, with straight edges,
apparently from quarried stone. It measured c7.7 x 10.4m
externally and may represent the remains of a roofed building.
It is probably of late 18th-/19th-century estate construction and
later than the other features in this area. Several other former
buildings, livestock pens, field dykes, clearance cairns and
small quarry pits, were also recorded. These features occur
in two distinct groups; one a pre-agricultural improvement
vernacular settlement, and the other 19th-century estate
constructions. None of the features will be affected by the
proposed scheme.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Ardessie
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 21143 02618, NH 21075 02169 and NH 18909 01905 A
walkover survey was carried out on 21 June 2013 in advance
of the proposed construction of a hydro-electric scheme at
Ardessie, Little Loch Broom. Three areas of significance were
identified and features recorded included dry stone structures,
dry stone walls, narrow agricultural rigs, a clearance cairn and
boat nousts.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: DHG Hydro

Blairour Wood
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NN 2251 8262 – NN 2243 8205 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 7 September 2012 in advance of the construction
of a hydro-electric scheme at Blairour, Spean Bridge. One
rectangular enclosure was recorded, c9m (NW–SE) x 9.5m
(SW–NE), lying on a flat shoulder in the valley of the Allt
Odhar, and it was formed of overgrown stone and earth banks.
It is cut on the SE side by the steep slope down to the burn
and has probably been eroded. There is a clear entrance in
the middle of the NW side and gaps in the NE and SW sides,
although these seem likely to be the result of erosion. The
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enclosure should not be affected by the development.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Bohuntin Burial Ground
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NN 28524 82613 A post-medieval burial ground is believed to
lie within a pasture field to the NE of Roy Bridge, near Spean
Bridge. The extent of the presumed graveyard is unknown and
all that survives is a low mound of rubble. It is believed that
the last burial occurred c1800. A resistance survey was carried
out, 14–15 October 2013, over a 0.96ha area. The survey
covered the area of the postulated burial ground and the plot
of a proposed house.
The data are dominated by anomalies reflecting natural
variations in the underlying soil and bedrock and agricultural
activity. Although some ephemeral anomalies, possibly
indicative of a potential barrow have been noted around the
surface mound of rubble, their interpretation is cautious.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Private client

Langwell
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 21143 02618, NH 21075 02169 and NH 18909 01905 A
walkover survey was undertaken on 14 June 2013 in advance
of the construction of proposed hydro-electric schemes at
Langwell, Glen Canaird. Seven archaeological features were
identified and recorded during the survey. Many of these were
ephemeral remains which could not be interpreted, but other
features were more substantial, including a sheepfold, a track,
a wooden footbridge, and a dam or fish trap.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: DHG Hydro

Kilmorack
Abhainn Glean nam Fiadh
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 1923 2589 A walkover survey was undertaken in February
2013 in advance of the construction of a hydro-electric
scheme in Glen Affric. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Allt na h-Imrich
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 2264 2643 A walkover survey was undertaken in February
2013 in advance of the construction of a hydro-electric
scheme at Allt na h-Imrich, Glen Affric. Several features were
recorded, including a disused track/roadway defined by a
stone embankment. This is built up on a platform where it
meets the river, with dry stone construction on one side and
random rubble and mortar on the other. The other features
consisted of an artificially flattened area, a sunken track with
rough stone embankment, an old pathway defined by stones,
a very ephemeral dry stone structure, and a possible kiln with
random rubble walls and a hollow in the centre.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd
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Beauly Priory
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NH 5267 4646 A watching brief was undertaken, 12 March –
23 April 2013, during the felling of a pine tree, whose roots
appeared to be preventing the closure of an access gate. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded
during the removal of the tree roots or repositioning of
pavement slabs.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Comar Wood Dun
Evaluation and survey
Steven Birch, Lynn Fraser, Cathy MacIvor and Mary Peteranna –
Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 32509 31008 An evaluation and measured survey were
undertaken, 9 September – 31 October 2013, on a dun in
Comar Wood, located 1km SW of Cannich in Strath Glass.
The site was discovered during a pre-felling check on the
woodland by Forestry Commission Scotland foresters. Located
on a prominent knoll with extensive views over Strath Glass,
the site consists of a dun with a well defined enclosure or
defensive outwork. Later buildings of probable post-medieval
date have been built into the rubble of the dun and outwork.
The main aims of the survey and evaluation were to: (i)
record the site and to establish both the nature and extent
of any surviving archaeological deposits and any damage
caused by afforestation; (ii) securely date the site and better
understand its form and function; (iii) enhance the historic
environment record and forest design plan; and (iv) contribute
to the Scottish archaeological research framework.
The dun consists of a massive stone-built sub-circular
structure at least 21m in diameter over tumbled walls, up
to 4m wide. The inner wall face of the dun would not have
exceeded 1.5–2.0m in height and some sections of the exterior
wall face must have stood to between 3–4m high. However,
the walls of the dun have failed and collapsed, with the bestpreserved sections now standing to a maximum of 0.8m high.
Extensive damage from tree roots contributed greatly to the
poor preservation of walling, with the outer wall face only
partially surviving and no visible inner wall faces.
Excavations in the dun’s entrance passage recorded
substantial postholes, some complete with packing stones,
forming a roofed porch, a main post ring and an inner post
ring to the structure. Deposits associated with the postholes
and entrance portal provided evidence for intense burning,
including some large fragments of vitrified stone. Sections of
burnt roof timbers were also recovered along with ash deposits
relating to the burning of peat or turf, which may provide
evidence of a turf roof for the dun. The lowest course of stones
in the entrance passage, substantially damaged by tree roots,
indicated that the passage was lined with upright slabs.
The dun walls were evaluated and a trench on the E side
of the structure, placed to investigate the walling and a
possible intramural feature, revealed a well built outer wall
face surviving up to 0.75m high. On the interior side of the
trench, no clear evidence survived for an inner wall face or
second wall. Although the deposits had been disturbed by tree
root growth and movement, there did appear to be a possible
intramural cell within the rubble-built walling. On the inside
of the dun wall and overlying an earlier posthole, there also
appeared to be an inner bank of stone relating to a secondary
phase of use and restructuring.
A trench on the S side of the dun uncovered a surviving
section of the outer wall, where an entrance through the wall
had been blocked. The outer wall alignment on both sides of

the entrance curved inward to this passage. There was also
evidence for a possible outer wall or external structure around
the blocked entrance, with steps leading to it. Further trenches
evaluated the site’s outer enclosure wall and two of the postmedieval structures built into the W side of the dun.
Two clear phases of use were identified. An internal hearth
consisted of a well-built stone setting with upright edge
stones overlying two earlier hearth features. The earliest
being a scoop in the natural subsoil that had been baked hard
through use (and was filled with a reddish-coloured peat
ash). This was overlain by the partially robbed out remains
of a slab-built hearth and associated charcoal-rich deposits,
over which had been built the final hearth. Some of the kerb
stones surrounding the large upper slab-built hearth appeared
to relate to the underlying robbed out hearth, while small post
and stakeholes to the side of the hearth probably related to
hearth ‘furniture’ for suspending cooking pots.
Few small finds were recovered and there was no pottery.
A lower rotary quern stone had been incorporated into the
slab construction of the upper hearth setting, along with a
flat, polished rubbing stone; while a fragment of an upper
rotary quern stone (including a central hopper-hole and off-set
handle hole) was recovered from a linear stone setting to the S
of the hearth. The remaining small finds consisted of one small
fragment of sheet bronze with a small perforation hole and
several small pebble tools. Samples suitable for radiocarbon
dating, including charcoal and burnt bone were recovered.
The dun appears to have been destroyed by fire during two
phases of use, with areas of the underlying subsoil partially
vitrified through the intense heat. Post-excavation analysis of
the data and samples recovered will be undertaken prior to
final reporting.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

An amazingly well-preserved hearth was found in the centre of the
dun. This is a rectified low altitude aerial photographic view of the
well-preserved central hearth. Low Altitude Aerial Photography by
EM Photography. (Copyright Forestry Commission Scotland)

Kiltarlity and Convinth
Allt Garbh
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie, Lachlan McKeggie and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 1814 2014 A walkover survey was undertaken, February
2013, in advance of the proposed construction of a hydroelectric scheme along the Allt Garbh, Glen Affric. Two small
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dry stone structures, probably shielings, were noted in an area
of flat ground close to the river. Both structures are 6 x 4m,
with a maximum visible wall height of 0.5m with two courses
surviving in the corner of one structure. A notable change in
floor level was recorded in one of the structures.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

archaeological significance, and no known archaeological
features lie within the development area.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: J Martin

Bruiach House
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 5002 4099 Traces of a sub-circular enclosure lie on a spur
on the left bank of the River Bruiach; the present Bruiach
House lies within, but off-centre, a little to SW. The enclosure
measures 130 to 150m across. The N and NE arc is most
obvious but overlain by cultivation ridges; the W and SW is a
natural slope crest.
Archive: RCAHMS

Photograph showing possible shielings identified at Allt Garbh
Balgate Wood
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 5089 4209 One quarter of the circumference of a possible
circular enclosure formed by a scarp, ditch and outer bank,
and with a combined width of 15m. East of the fence, at
NH 5084 4211 the woodland is too dense and disturbed to
identify the eastward extent, while the NW arc coincides with
a woodland boundary bank and ditch. If complete it would
have a diameter of 150m centred at NH 5090 4215. There is a
mound, 18m in diameter, outside the bank at NH 5090 4205,
and a semi-circular bank and ditch, internal diameter 20m, at
NH 5096 4203.
Archive: RCAHMS

Beinn Mhor, Tomich
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 31924 25394 A walkover survey was undertaken, on 11
April 2013, in advance of the proposed construction of a wind
farm and associated access at Beinn Mhor. Four previously
recorded features were visited, including a modern boathouse
and a stone built, 6m high, memorial cross dedicated first to
Lady Tweedmouth and later to Lord Tweedmouth. The cross
stands on the highest point of the site and visually dominates
the area. Two new features, an ephemeral shieling or turf
structure and a very dilapidated timber boat house, were also
recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Wpd Scotland Ltd

Bruiach Farm
Standing building recording
Lynne McKeggie, John Wood and Leornard McKinney – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 5014 4118 A standing building survey was carried out,
27–28 February 2012, in advance of a proposed housing
development, including conversion of a farm steading
to residential accommodation. The survey found that
the steading contained no elements of architectural or
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Glen Convinth
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 49581 34493 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken, 2–4 May 2013, in advance of a new
woodland creation scheme in Glen Convinth. The survey
identified three previously unrecorded sites: a stone-built
bothy revetted into a hillside; a hut circle or enclosure; and
a shieling. The survey also accurately recorded known sites
recorded during a previous survey in 1997.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: CKD Galbraith

Guisachan
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 3216 2670 A walkover survey was undertaken, on 11
April 2013, in advance of the proposed construction of a
wind turbine. Previously reported features were visited and
recorded, including the remains of dry stone structures. One
previously unknown possible turf structure was identified.
This possible hut circle or round shieling consisted of low turf
banks on a grassy knoll with a possible entrance on the SE
side. It was 8m in diameter, and the walls were a maximum
of 0.5m high and 2m wide, with a hollow in the centre. This
feature is very ephemeral and might be of periglacial origin, as
similar mounds were scattered across the surrounding grassy
area.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: 1 Renewables Ltd

Kiltarlity Old Parish Church
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 4972 4392 The church (now roofless) stands on a subcircular mound, 30–35m across, which in turn appears to
overlie the NE quadrant of an oval enclosure, internally 45m
E–W by 25m, contained within a bank 8–10m broad. There
appears to have been a ditch between the mound and rising
ground to the N. Possibly the church reused an early motte
and bailey.
Archive: RCAHMS

Kiltarlity Saw Mill
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NH 5059 4192 On a spur 20–60m SW of a sewage works, W of
the housing development on an old saw mill site, there is an
enclosure, 40m long by 25m tapering to 12m W, formed by an
intermittent ditch 5–6m broad. It contains a building platform
20 x 12m bounded SW and SE by a bank, and other remains,
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and is possibly an artillery work similar to that at Castle Hill
(NH54SW 2) at NH 50964357, thought to date from the 1746
assault on Beaufort Castle. Across the smaller spur SW is an
arc bank and inner ditch.
Archive: RCAHMS

Kiltearn
Yellow Wells, Foulis
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 57155 64019 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out, 12–16 August 2013, during topsoil stripping associated
with the construction of a wind turbine on land 560m to the SE
of Yellow Wells. Fifteen archaeological features were recorded
during the site clearance. The features, seven field drains,
three stone spreads, two areas of plough marks, a bank/ditch
boundary, one small pit and one linear feature, mostly related
to a post-medieval settlement. The only finds were one piece
of c19th-century pottery and a fragment of stone roof tile.
During the fieldwork two unrecorded, circular stone cairns
were identified in close proximity to the turbine access track.
One cairn may be prehistoric in date, whilst the smaller cairn
was found to be the remnants of a jubilee bonfire for Queen
Victoria. The cairns and ten nearby archaeological sites,
including two cup- and ring-marked stones, two hut circles
and a post-medieval farmstead at Strongarve, were recorded.
The sites and features relate to prehistoric and post-medieval
settlement at Strongarve and Black Hill.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Temporis Wind

in Gleann Chomhraig. The June survey recorded one group
of previously unrecorded shooting butts on the E slopes of
Aonach Mor, one group of post/wire shooting stances on the
W slopes of Aonach Mor, two small marker cairns and one
isolated structure on Aonach Mor.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Scottish Woodlands

Boundary wall enclosing Gleann Chomhraig settlement
Ruthven Barracks
Watching brief
Thorsten Hanke – Kirkdale Archaeology
NN 7645 9976 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 19 December 2012 during the excavation of small holes to
allow the installation of permanent survey markers around
the exterior of the barracks. The interventions did not exceed
200mm in depth and nothing of archaeological significance
was noted.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Knockbain

Photograph courtesy of Hector Munro – Caption reads ‘Jubilee Bon
fire, Black Hill, June 22/97’

Kingussie and Insh
Killiehuntly, Kingussie
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NN 80016 96078 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out, 7 January – 10 June 2013, in advance
of a proposed woodland planting scheme. The desk-based
assessment revealed that sections of the area had been covered
by walkover surveys during the past 14 years. A small farmstead
and two groups of shooting butts had been previously
recorded within the survey area. The January survey recorded
two previously unrecorded groups of shooting butts at the
NW end of Gleann Chomhraig and one extensive settlement

North Kessock
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie, Leonard McKinney and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
NH 6430 4863 A 7% trial trenching evaluation was undertaken,
December 2011, in advance of site clearance associated with
the construction of offices at North Kessock. Although Iron
Age features have been recorded from areas adjoining the
site, no significant archaeology was found. However, the site
had been disturbed during the construction of an adjacent
road system and nearby houses. In some areas, the topsoil
had been stripped and a considerable amount of excavated
material placed over the top. It was therefore not possible to
obtain a clear indication of what, if anything, of archaeological
significance might survive.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: County Properties Ltd

Lairg
Altbreck Broch, Dalchork
Survey
Graeme Cavers, Gemma Hudson and John Barber – AOC
Archaeology Group
NC 5911 1035 A detailed topographic survey was carried
out, on 30 July 2013, of Altbreck Broch, for the purposes of
conservation management planning. The broch is ruinous, but
the remains of at least five intra-mural chambers are visible
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Altbreck Broch sits within a large clearing within Dalchork Forest near Lairg. Low altitude vertical photography was undertaken to support
archaeological measured survey by terrestrial laser scanner. This 1:200 plan shows details of the broch. (Copyright Forestry Commission
Scotland)
and, although the stairs are not visible beneath the rubble
of the building’s collapse, there is indirect evidence for the
original presence of an upper storey, and architectural features
imply that the structure originally had tower-like proportions.
For the most part, the structure stands to less than 1.5m in
height, although capping lintels are in situ in the guard cell
to the N of the entrance passage, and a probable displaced
jamb stone is visible in the entrance passage itself. The stairs
were probably located in the gallery on the S side of the broch,
which is entered through a narrow opening and contains a
reverse corbelled chamber to the E. Two small enclosures have
been constructed against the roundhouse wall to the W, and a
linear field boundary runs from the rubble mound to the NE.
A shooting butt of recent date overlies the broch wall on the
N side.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Balnafettach Farm, Cromdale
Metal detector survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NJ 0774 2832 and NJ 0772 2886 A metal detector survey was
carried out on 28 February 2013 in advance of the construction
of two houses. The survey recovered 15 items, all modern and
largely agricultural in nature.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: W Cassells
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Lairg Wind Farm
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NC 60696 03829 A watching brief was carried out during site
stripping and construction work at Lairg Wind Farm to identify
and record any archaeological features affected by the work. In
a previous walkover survey (DES 2005, 85) the settlement of
hut circles and field systems at Allt Domhain was visited and
recorded, and the access road was diverted to avoid this area
and the oval cairn identified in the 2005 survey.
However, despite careful routing of the access road, a group
of field clearance cairns could not be entirely avoided. The
cairns affected were removed under close archaeological
supervision. The cairns were shallow and made up of mixed
stones and peat, with no buried soil levels, burials or other
associated features.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: ABO Wind

Latheron
Burn of Whilk Wind Farm
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
ND 2849 4087 A watching brief was carried out, 4–22 December
2012, during site investigation works associated with the
construction of a wind farm and associated access roads. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded
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during the monitoring of the 115 trial pits and 23 plate tests.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: RWE Npower Renewables Ltd

Burn of Whilk Wind Farm
Evaluation and photographic survey
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
ND 3000 3820 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 17–21 June 2013, during the excavation of a
borrow pit (Pit 1) associated with the wind farm development.
The work consisted of the demarcation of known sites, the
production of a photographic record of the now disused Mid
Clyth to Lybster rail line and an evaluation of two probable
19th-century building platforms.
The evaluation of the building platforms (Sites 38 and
39), which had been identified during a previous deskbased assessment, revealed substantial structural remains.
Several turf and stone walls and flagged floor surfaces, which
reflected internal divisions, were recorded. Other structural
components included a stone fireplace and a rotary quern
support structure. Small finds included a cache of leather
shoes and a substantial amount of 18th-/19th-century ceramics.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: NPower

Lower Camster
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Paul Humphreys and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services
ND 2509 4552 A watching was undertaken, on 7 June 2012,
during topsoil stripping associated with the construction of a
house. Two brochs and three roundhouses lie within 450m of
the site. Evidence of medieval or later settlement consists of
a late 18th- or early 19th-century arable farm, underlying the
present sheep farm. However, the bedrock was found to lie
close to the surface in the development area and no finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Stephen Firth

Shore Park, Latheronwheel
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
ND 1847 3240 A watching brief was carried out, 27 September
– 2 October 2011, during topsoil stripping and site clearance
associated with the construction of an agricultural building. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: A Werjuka

Shore Park, Latheronwheel
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology
Services
ND 1859 3188 A watching brief was carried out during gorse
scrub removal, initially in two areas proposed for the planting
of broadleaf woodland. The brief was later extended to cover
gorse scrub clearance in several areas of an enclosure formed
to farm red deer. Three features were noted in an area of
scrub. One recorded short cist burial whose position had been
described as being within the scrub was not found; however,
a feature roughly matching its description was encountered in
dense scrub within the deer park area. This raises the possibility
that the feature’s location has been inaccurately recorded. The
remaining two long-cist burials, were apparently, not hitherto
recorded. They would have been invisible during the initial
walkover survey (DES 2011, 112). The site was then visited

after planting to check mitigation. The clearance from Area
A was completed and no further unrecorded archaeology was
found to be concealed by the scrub.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: A Werjuka

Lochalsh
Drumbuie and Plockton
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna and John Wombell – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NG 77617 31127 (Drumbuie) and NG 80619 33706 (Plockton)
A watching brief was carried out, 29 November – 5 December
2012, during work associated with the installation of a new
water main on land in Drumbuie and Plockton. The ruins
of a post-medieval building, located close to the trench in
Drumbuie, were recorded. A probable horse cart step was
recovered from an unstratified topsoil layer in Drumbuie
village.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Loch na Smeoraich
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NG 8502 3009 A walkover survey was carried out, 16–22
November 2011, in advance of the construction of a proposed
hydro-electric scheme. The pipeline route runs through rough
pasture and moorland, and parts lie close to an existing water
main. A short fragment of rough stone dyke was recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: R Kaura

Lochbroom
Ardcharnich, Loch Broom
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 19288 88582, NH 19022 88992 and NH 17329 88449 A
walkover survey was carried out, 14 June – 25 July 2013, in
advance of the construction of a hydro-electric scheme. A total
of 23 archaeological features were identified. Features included
a 19th- and 20th-century settlement, including outbuildings, of
dry stone, concrete and wooden structures. Also outlying dry
stone buildings, dry stone field boundaries and enclosures,
clearance cairns, peat cuttings, the ephemeral remains of a hut
circle and four possible cairns.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: DHG Hydro

Lochcarron
Allt a’ Chonais
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 07023 48238 (Intake) – NH 04777 49199 (Outlet) A walkover
survey was carried out, on 22 August 2013, in advance of the
proposed construction of a hydro-electric scheme. The survey
identified 13 features, all but two of which had been identified
by the assessment completed in 2006 by SSE. Features
identified were stalkers’ paths, trackways, bridge abutments,
boundary dykes, peat cuttings, structural footings and a small
dry stone structure. This last feature had stone slats covering
the surviving part and may have been used as a shelter or food
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covering to prevent animal intrusion.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

wall. The monument was not associated with cremation
burials or pyres (typical of kerb cairns) and does not appear
to have been associated with funerary practices. Typologically,
and due to the presence of worked quartz, the kerb cairn is
likely to be Bronze Age in date. However, there is a possibility
it could be post-medieval and relate to woodland management
practices.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Moy and Dalarossie

Dry stone structure identified in the Allt a’ Chonais survey

Morvern
Kinlochteacuis, Lochaline
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 6680 5434 – NM 6584 5472 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 29 July 2013 along the proposed route of a hydroelectric scheme along the Kinloch River at Kinlochteacuis. The
only feature recorded consisted of the remains of an earth and
stone boundary wall, probably dating from pre-improvement
times.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and Highland HER
Funder: SSE

Loch Arienas Kerb Cairn
Walkover and geophysical survey and excavation
Daniel Lee and Matt Ritchie – Orkney Research Centre for
Archaeology (DL) and Forestry Commission Scotland (MR)
NM 67793 50808 A desk-based assessment, walkover survey,
geophysical survey and excavation of the Loch Arienas
kerb cairn and environs were undertaken, 26 November – 6
December 2012. Kerb cairns at Claggan (NM64NE 7) and
Acharn (NM75SW 2) are c3.5km to the SE of the site. The
work aimed to enhance management of the cultural heritage
resource in the Morvern forest block and answer research
questions relating to the kerb cairn site.
The desk-based assessment indicated that the known sites
in the area are dominated by post-medieval remains, including
the cleared Allt An Aoinidh Mhor township (NM65SE 1).
This pattern was confirmed by the walkover survey, which
located the majority of known sites and recorded 19 new sites,
including additional post-medieval structural remains and
boundaries, and an Iron Age dun (NM 69019 47695).
Results of the geophysical survey (earth resistance and
magnetometer) undertaken in the area around the kerb cairn
indicated several potential archaeological anomalies; however,
four test pits demonstrated that these were derived from the
natural geology. The sub-circular kerb cairn, situated in a
small area of ancient woodland, consisted of an outer wall
(2.6m in diameter) built from irregular granulite blocks with
a narrow 0.47m wide entrance to the SE. Two shallow internal
pits were sterile apart from occasional wood charcoal. Root
disturbance was apparent throughout. Externally, a layer of
rubble containing worked quartz continued below the cairn
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Balvraid, Tomatin
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 8392 3113 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried
out, on 24 October 2013, in advance of a proposed woodland
planting scheme. The survey identified two enclosures, one
of which may have been the site of a weaver’s cottage, whose
exact locations had been previously recorded. A rapid survey
was also undertaken of the visible settlement remains at Croft,
which were located outside of the survey area.
Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: SAC Consulting

Nigg
Easter and Wester Rarichie
Geophysical survey and excavation
Candy Hatherley and Gordon Noble – University of Aberdeen
NH 8434 7360 (Easter Rarichie) and NH 8406 7366 (Wester
Rarichie) Two excavation sessions were undertaken in 2013
at Easter and Wester Rarichie, by a team from the Department
of Archaeology at the University of Aberdeen. The sites are
located on two rocky knolls c180m apart at the base of the NE
slopes of the Hill of Nigg, on the E coast of the Tarbat Peninsula.
The hill of Easter Rarichie is occupied by a multivallate hill fort
crowned by a stone and rubble built roundhouse or dun at
its summit. The site on Wester Rarichie hill consists of a turf
walled roundhouse and a series of ditches and banks located
on a summit plateau. Both are prominent hills in the landscape
and command clear views across the Tarbat peninsula and the
Dornoch and Moray Firths.
Geophysical and measured surveys were undertaken on
the sites in January 2013, and two phases of excavations and
further geophysical surveys were undertaken in April and
July 2013. Four trenches were excavated on Easter Rarichie,
targeting the roundhouse, the rampart walls encircling it and
a flat terrace area on the lower slopes. On Wester Rarichie a
single trench was excavated through the summit roundhouse.
The excavations on Easter Rarichie identified a well
preserved stone built roundhouse with internal postholes,
occupation surfaces and a stone-built hearth. A trench
through the two walls enclosing the summit showed these to
be stone-faced earth and rubble walls. Activity in the form of
postholes, midden deposits and paved areas was identified
in the areas between the rampart walls. The terrace trench
identified a series of paved areas, postholes and a metalled
surface. A fragment of shale bracelet was recovered from a
posthole within the interior of the roundhouse, and animal
bone was retrieved from a number of deposits within each of
the trenches.
A single radiocarbon date of c400–205 cal BC (SUERC-46744)
was obtained from a layer of charcoal underlying the stone
wall of the summit roundhouse. A further six radiocarbon
samples have now been submitted from various deposits.
The trench across the earthen bank and its interior on the
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Trench through the interior of the summit roundhouse on Easter Rarichie showing the hearth, postholes and internal wall face
summit of Wester Rarichie identified the structure as a turf
walled roundhouse. Within the interior a series of postholes
and one end of a possible rectangular structure with a wellworn entranceway were identified. Animal bone and fragments
of burnt clay were recovered from a number of features within
the interior of the roundhouse, and a fragment of cannel coal
bracelet was recovered from one of the postholes. Radiocarbon
samples from the internal features of the dun have been
submitted.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in partnership
with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Nigg Old Church
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 8045 7171 A watching brief was carried out during removal
of concrete from floor levels at Nigg Old Church as part of a
project to re-house and re-display the Nigg cross slab. The
stone has been housed in the W end of the church beneath
the W Loft since March 1978, when the floor was lowered. The
present work was undertaken as a precaution in case features,
artefacts or human remains survived in situ.
After the removal of the stone for conservation, the existing
concrete floor was removed. The floor overlay a uniform layer
of loose, orange-brown sand and grit, which appeared to be
the floor make-up within the church. It was cleaned off, but no
features or artefacts were recorded. The layer was left in situ
apart from a small area, c200 x 300mm, which was trowelled
back. It was found to be c20mm thick and overlay virtually
identical, but compacted sand and grit containing fragments
of lime mortar.
The concrete walls and floor of the pit created in 1978 for
the cross slab were not removed, apart from the lower of two

concrete steps which provided access to it. The only feature
recorded consisted of two well preserved sandstone slabs,
partly visible in the doorway to the main body of the church,
which will remain in situ. They had been dressed on the upper
surface only and were clearly intended as paving.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Report: Nigg Old Trust

Shandwick Stone
Geophysical survey
Gordon Noble and Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NH 8555 7471 and NH 8556 7473 A resistance survey was
undertaken, 11–13 September 2013, in the field around
the Shandwick stone – a Pictish cross slab dating to the 7th
or 8th century AD. The survey aimed to contextualise the
landscape location of the stone as part of the Northern Picts:
Archaeology of Fortriu project. The survey was focused on the
area to the S and E of the Shandwick stone (an area to the NW
has previously been surveyed by the University of York). A
total of nine 20 x 20m grids were surveyed using a TR/CIA
resistance meter. The area was walked in 1m transect lines and
measurements were taken every 0.5m.
The survey recorded a number of anomalies, including
regular rows of small sub-rectangular anomalies to the E and
S of the stone. The anomalies to the E may relate to a known
burial ground, which was used until the 1830s before being
ploughed out in the 1880s by the tenant farmer (NH87SE 3).
The anomalies to the S of the stone included suggestions of
stone-built structures and further grave-like anomalies. One of
these was sampled and human remains were identified under
the ploughsoil. Dating of a loose fragment of bone has identified
the burial as being of 18th-century date (SUERC-49032 182±30
uncalibrated), indicating that the area around the Shandwick
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stone has been extensively used for burial in recent centuries.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen, Development Trust, University of
Aberdeen and Tarbat Discovery Centre

Petty
Castle Stuart
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 74 50 An enamelled Iron Age finger ring, which has
seen heavy wear, was found near Castle Stuart. The hoop
had broken in antiquity, and much of the enamelling is lost.
Double-trumpet mouldings sit at the bezel-hoop junction. The
enamelling has a base of opaque red with other colours set
into it; surviving elements suggest they once formed a triskele.
The multicoloured nature of these inlays suggests reuse of
bits of glass beads. The findspot lies close to a known later
prehistoric settlement (NH75SW 35).
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT181/12), allocated to Inverness Museum

Portree
Achnahannaid, Isle of Skye
Survey
John Macdonald and Scott Wood – ACFA
NG 5115 3754 The survey of the township of Achnahannaid
was carried out in April 2012 and 2013 by ACFA. The survey
aimed to record the physical remains of human activity of all
periods and if possible identify a chapel site mentioned in the
RCAHMS records.
A total of 90 structures were recorded, mostly dating to the
setting up of the township in the early part of the 19th century,
although there were a few from an earlier period situated in
the common grazing. The structures consisted of domestic
dwellings and other structures associated with agricultural
activity. Unfortunately, none of the structures could be
identified as the chapel site.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Braig Township, Isle of Rona
Survey
Wendy Raine – ACFA
NG 634 601 (centred on) The township of Braig to the N of
Rona was short-lived. It was settled by three families in 1873
after the lighthouse was built there in 1857 as an attempt by
the owner at the time, George MacKay, to increase his rental.
Census details indicate that it was deserted by 1901. A survey
was carried out, 26 April – 4 May 2013, which recorded the
remains of at least three houses, 11 stores/barns, a possible
kiln barn, three enclosures with stretches of walling, a well
and several older rough stone features probably associated
with use of the land prior to the settlement.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Robert Kiln Charitable Trust, Hertfordshire

Resolis
Kirkmichael
Excavation
Lynne McKeggie, Lachlan McKeggie and volunteers from
Kirkmichael Trust – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 7059 6585 Four test pits were opened in the internal
corners of what are now referred to as the chancel and
mausoleum of Kirkmichael. The work undertaken, 28 June –
1 July 2013, aimed to establish the nature of any wall footings
or foundations and adjoining surfaces to inform conservation
and reconstruction work. All test pits were 0.6 x 0.6m and
bounded on two sides by the surviving wall structures.
Test pit 1 was located in the SW corner of the Gun Munro
mausoleum and was excavated to a depth of 0.45m. An
organic-rich layer containing plant material was uncovered,
which was of even depth and appears to represent a floor
layer. Foundation stones underlie the current walls, at a depth
of 0.45m below the current floor level and protrude for c0.3m
inside the building. Made up of undressed local sandstones,
this foundation differs from the roughly-dressed red sandstone
blocks forming the walls. Given the small area exposed, it is
possible that they represent residual stones from a previous
wall or robbed out floor layer.
Test pits 2, 3 and 4 were excavated to depths between 0.5–
0.9m, but did not reveal any foundation or lower course wall
layers. In some areas changes in render were noted, including a
yellow clay sealing the gaps between stone in the lower wall of
the easterly chancel, also known as the Urquhart mausoleum.
Articulated human remains or those discovered within an
identifiable burial cut were left in situ, but small fragments
of disturbed human remains were recovered, as well as nails,
shells, pottery fragments and glass sherds.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: The Kirkmichael Trust

Rosemarkie
Fortrose Cathedral
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NH 7270 5655 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
11–12 March 2013, during the excavation of three trenches
for new signs. The removal of a set of grass bars at each of
the existing information boards was also monitored. The
work recorded indications of distinct phases of landscaping,
including an 1876 ha’penny, found in the small trench
excavated immediately SW of the path, S of the entrance gate
at the N end of the grounds.
Achnahannaid: Plan of Croft 8 – Features 5 and 6
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Gallanfield Avenue, Rosemarkie
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 737 573 A watching brief was carried out, on 18 July
2013, in advance of the construction of a driveway across
the S end of a house plot. The excavation of three possible
features recovered modern material, but no finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Michael Hossack

Rosemarkie Caves
Excavation
Simon Gunn and Eric Grant – Rosemarkie Caves Project
NH 756 608 (vicinity of) The Rosemarkie Caves Project (RCP)
is currently investigating the archaeology of 19 caves on the S
shore of the Black Isle. These caves have been high and dry
for at least 6000 years and Cairds’ Cave (DES 2011, 114–5) was
found to have been in use since the Iron Age.
Following a survey of the 19 caves (2011–2012) and test pits
dug in Ivy Cave in 2012, the RCP group dug further pits in 4
caves (Learnie 1B, 2B, 3B and 3C) on the coast below Learnie
Farm (NH 755 610), from 16 June – 13 October 2013. This work
aimed to recover the earliest dating material and pits were dug
in the cave entrances, where it was hoped that old hearths
might be located. Typically, the pits attained a depth of at least
1.5m before beach sand and bedrock was reached.
The presence of talus at the entrance to Learnie 3C prevented
the excavation of a pit in the entrance to the cave. The floor
inside this cave was composed of a 0.5–0.6m deposit of fine,
silty sand. Underlying this was a stony layer, which contained
bone and charcoal. The cave is linked by a tight passage with
Learnie 3B, and this passage may have acted as a chimney for
any fires lit within the cave.
This year’s work has provided the RCP with good samples
of bone and charcoal, which are being sent for radiocarbon
dating, as well as three pieces of medieval pottery from
Learnie 2B. This last cave has the remains of a mortared wall
at the entrance, 0.9m deep, which suggests more permanent
habitation or use as an animal shelter.
Website: http://www.spanglefish.com/RosemarkieCavesProject/
Funder: Highland Council, The Cromarty Trust, and North of
Scotland Archaeological Society (in kind)

Rosskeen
Rhicullen
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie, Pete Higgins and John Wood – Highland
Archaeology Services (LM and JW) and Archaeology North Ltd (PH)
NH 6988 7184 Work by Stuart Farrell in 2011 (DES 2012, 113)
identified a range of features and finds in this area. The 11
fragments of iron slag recovered in 2011 were subsequently
analysed by Kath Crooks and Julie Franklin of Headland
Archaeology Ltd. The fragments found in a pit together with
a single fragment of vitrified red clay furnace lining and
occasional flakes, suggest that industrial activity was taking
place nearby, although not on site.
The watching brief undertaken, 7–14 May 2012, recorded
more evidence of rig and furrow cultivation and ten pits with
evidence of burning. These all survived below either a layer of
colluviums or stone clearance cairns and associated spreads,
which had protected them from later ploughing. Some
appeared to show deliberate placement of round stones in the
base. Samples were taken of the fills of the deeper pits.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: William Munro Construction (Highland) Ltd

Teaninich
Metal detector survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 6576 6850 A metal detector survey was carried out, on 10
May 2013, in advance of the construction of a new pipeline
through the ex-RAF base at Alness Point. Three features were
recorded close to the pipeline route, bomb store earthworks,
a bomb shelter, and a fuel pump stand. The route of the pipe
will be modified to avoid these features. The survey recovered
a range of mostly modern items, and also located a section of
buried metal plate with mortar overlying and ash underneath.
This possible buried wartime feature, which will be avoided
during construction, was photographed and left in situ.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: AW Scott Ltd

Sleat
Ardvasar Youth Hostel
Watching brief
Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NG 63753 04127 A watching brief was carried out, on 20
February 2013, on work associated with the construction of a
new house on land 140m NW of the Youth Hostel. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER and OASIS
Funder: Jim Cook

Small Isles

Rosemarkie Caves: Learnie 1B – preparing the first test pit

Kilmory, Isle of Rum
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NG 3610 0360 A watching brief was carried out by Emma
Malone, 18–30 July 2013, during repair work and the
construction of new steps to a dilapidated stone dyke
surrounding Kilmory Cemetery. Sections of the wall have
clearly been repaired and rebuilt many times, using different
walling construction techniques. Three parts of the wall were
identified as requiring repair due to collapse. Two fragments
of human remains were revealed as a result of soil movement
after the removal of collapsed stonework. These were
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photographed and replaced in the same area when the wall
was reinstated.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Scottish Natural Heritage

identified a significant number of archaeological sites, many of
which were new to the archaeological record. These included
farmsteads, shielings, enclosures, boundary dykes and a road
bridge of post-medieval date; a possible hut circle and boulder
boundary dykes of prehistoric date; and a range of industrial
features of post-medieval date relating to the marble quarries
in Torrin and Strath Suardal including stretches of the Marble
Line railway and associated culverts and bridge abutments,
a winch house, and a munitions/dynamite store. Mitigation
measures were proposed to safeguard the sites.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and ADS
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Kilmory: Area B after repair

Snizort
Peinvraid, near Uig
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 4200 6360 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey was carried out, 4–17 September 2013, in advance of
the construction of two new mini hydro-electric schemes.
The survey identified a number of new archaeological sites
including post-medieval farmsteads, shielings, boundary
dykes, a stone-built bridge and associated track revetments,
and an area of rig and furrow cultivation. Mitigation measures
were proposed to safeguard the sites.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and ADS
Funder: Andrew Mellor Associates

Looking NW over large clearance cairn with Blaven behind
Broadford to Strollamus
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 6400 1945, NG 6475 2215 and NG 5922 2670 A desk-based
assessment and walkover survey were carried out, 22–28
August 2013, in advance of the construction of water main
between Broadford and Strollamus, a water main along the
lower stretches of Glen Suardal, a site compound area adjacent
to the Heaste Road, and track access and haulage routes from a
compound to Loch Buidhe and Loch Lonachan. Sites recorded
included post-medieval settlement remains, including
boundary dykes; two post-medieval bridges; a dam, sluice and
the degraded remains of a former boat house; and the former
track bed of the Skye Marble Railway line.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and ADS
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Peinvraid: Stone bridge and revetted track with steel parapet

Strath

Parliamentary bridge over the Allt Drochaid Mhor, Strollamus

Broadford to Elgol
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 6378 2308, NG 5794 2118 and NG 5317 1518 A deskbased assessment and walkover survey were carried out, 22
September – 27 October 2013, in advance of the construction
of a new water main between Broadford and Elgol. The survey

Tain
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Ardjachie
Survey
Gordon Noble and Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NH 746 845, NH 744 848 and NH78SW 26 A programme
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of archaeological work was carried out, 7–10 September
2013, as part of the Northern Picts: Archaeology of Fortriu
project. A geophysical survey was conducted, which aimed
to contextualise the landscape location of the Pictish symbol
stone (NH78SW 17), which was found at Ardjachie during
ploughing in the 1960s. A total of 28 20 x 20m grids were
surveyed using gradiometry and 9 grids using resitivity. The
geophysical surveys showed few features with the exception of
one round, c10m diameter, anomaly identified in the resistivity
survey. A test pit suggested this was simply a variation in the
subsoil.
A DGPS survey was conducted on the peninsula to map
features which had been identified by local society members.
The features included midden layers (NH78SW 25) and other
unrecorded structural remains of uncertain date. Pottery
recovered from one of the middens has been provisionally
identified as Beaker pottery and was found in association with
a finely worked flint tool.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen, Development Trust, University of
Aberdeen and Tarbat Discovery Centre

Tarbat
Tarrel Dun
Excavation
Candy Hatherley and Gordon Noble – University of Aberdeen
NH 9046 8034 An excavation was undertaken, 7–13
September 2013, at Tarrel, which was identified as a dun
during a RCAHMS visit in 1979. The site is located on a
rocky knoll on a pebble shore on the E coast of the Tarbat
peninsula. The knoll has a sub-circular summit dropping off
to sheer cliffs on the seaward side and a steep sloping hill on
the landward side. At the base of the NE slope of the knoll

is a cave with access from the pebble beach below. During
an initial survey, walls were identified on the landward side
of the knoll, curving around the upper and lower slopes of
the hill and at its base. On the top of the knoll a short length
of earthen bank was seen running around the S edge of the
summit. The knoll is a prominent feature in the landscape
and commands clear views out across the Moray Firth and
its northern coastline and along the eastern shoreline of the
peninsula.
A total of five trenches were excavated, targeting the summit
of the knoll and the walls encircling it. In addition, features
identified in the cave were photographed and planned. The
excavations on the summit identified a linear stone-faced
rampart, which ran the entire length of the summit for 12m,
gently curving S at its E end. A blocked entranceway, which
overlay an earlier rampart or wall face, was located at its E end.
A test pit excavated against the face of the summit enclosure
wall identified a number of deposits, one of which contained
a blue glass bead.
Almost 2m below the summit wall was an even more
substantial wall or rampart encircling the knoll, consisting of
a very substantial dry stone structure, putatively identified
as the surviving N side of a circular broch or dun c6m in
diameter. Lower down the slope a large rubble bank was
exposed encircling the landward side of the knoll, which may
have been part of the entrance features of at least one phase
of the enclosures identified on the knoll. A number of postmedieval walls were recorded on the lower slopes of the knoll
and in the cave. The cave appears to have been more recently
used by fishermen and a rock-cut bait hole was identified on a
shelf close to the entrance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Aberdeen Development Trust in partnership
with the Tarbat Discovery Centre

Tarrel Dun under excavation in September 2013
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Thurso
Thurso Substation
Evaluation
Lynne McKeggie, Paul Humphreys, Leonard McKinney and John
Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
ND 1208 6501 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken, 13–
23 March 2012, on the site of a proposed electricity substation
c1 mile SSW of Thurso. The excavation of engineering test pits
was observed, and 51 archaeology trial trenches, covering 5%
(5050m2) of the development area, were opened. A previously
unrecorded linear bank and ditch and a round cairn were
noted, and an excavation was conducted to clarify their nature
and extent. Both appear to be constructed features. The
bank may be a boundary marker, while the cairn has a form
consistent with a mid- to Late Bronze Age date, although no
supporting evidence was found.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: SSE

Weydale
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology
Services
ND 1401 6527 A walkover survey was undertaken, in February
2013, in advance of the construction of a wind turbine. An
ephemeral ring-shaped depression, a sub-rectangular flat
topped mound, and a field clearance cairn were identified and
recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: 1 Renewables Ltd

Tongue
Tongue
Metal detector find
Trevor Cowie – National Museums Scotland
NC 60 59 Blade portion (surviving length 41mm) of what
appears to have been a small Early Bronze Age axehead of
uncertain original overall form; the sharply defined break
edge and marked lengthways distortion of the profile strongly
suggest that the axehead has been deliberately snapped.
Although matrices for diminutive axeheads or chisels are a
feature of Early Bronze Age stone moulds, actual examples are
relatively uncommon finds.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 15/13), allocated to Strathnaver
Museum

Urquhart and Glenmoriston
Allt Iarairidh
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 3533 1581 A walkover survey was undertaken, on 26
April 2012, in advance of the construction of a hydro-electric
scheme at Allt larairidh. A previously recorded enclosure,
formed by substantial stone dykes, was as described in
the HER. There are indications of the possible footings of a
cottage, which have been eroded by the river, attached to the
enclosure. The features probably relate to 19th-century estate
control of fisheries along the river, it is highly unlikely that
they are earlier in date.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Green Highland Renwables

Corrimony
Walkover survey
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Lynne McKeggie – Highland Archaeology Services
NH 37644 29938 – NH 37204 28493 A walkover survey was
undertaken, on 26 July 2013, in advance of the construction
of a hydro-electric scheme at Corrimony. A total of 12
archaeological features were recorded. These included dry
stone dykes, disused pathways and tracks, bridge abutments,
dry stone and turf bank enclosures and boundary walling, one
hut circle and the ‘Mony’s Stone’ standing stone.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: DHG Hydro

Kilmichael House, Drumnadrochit
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services
NH 50407 30280 A watching brief was undertaken, 18–19
April 2013, during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of a new house 30m SE of Kilmichael House. The
area was considered sensitive due to the possible presence of
a graveyard. Four features were recorded: an area of furrows
or plough marks visible in the subsoil; two pits resulting from
vegetation clearance; and a sewer pipe trench.
Archive: RoCAS. Report: Highland HER (intended)
Funder: Mackintosh Joinery Ltd

Tomchrasky
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Lachlan McKeggie – Highland Archaeology
Services
NH 25904 16150 and NH 25000 14377 A walkover survey was
undertaken, on 16 July 2013, in advance of the construction
of a hydro-electric scheme at Tomchrasky. Six features were
recorded: bridge abutments; a possible kiln; concrete water
tanks; and pipes and drains.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: DHG Hydro

Urray
Tarradale
Fieldwalking and geophysical survey
Eric Grant – Tarradale Archaeological Project
NH 54 48, NH 54 49, NH 55 48 and NH 55 49 The Tarradale
Archaeological Project (an approved NOSAS project)
continued in 2013. Fieldwalking in the fields to the E, W and
N of Tarradale House produced almost 300 lithic finds, mainly
flint, and many of them of microlithic size, taking the total
recorded to over 500 lithics. The majority of the lithic finds can
be classified as debitage but there are a number of reworked
flakes, end scrapers and side scrapers. All lithic finds are
plotted by GPS and analysis of the mapped distribution shows
a distinct concentration along an abandoned shoreline 10–15m
above current OD and up to 200m inland from the Beauly Firth.
This distribution also includes the inferred sites of seven shell
middens identified from the presence of marine mollusc shells
in the ploughsoil. In 2011 test pitting at the site of a spread
of recently ploughed up marine molluscs demonstrated the
existence of a very large shell midden, which also contained
pieces of bone and antler. Radiocarbon dates for these were
obtained in 2013 (courtesy of the University of Aberdeen)
and dated the shell midden to the seventh millennium BC
(hazel charcoal was dated to 6632–6480 cal BC and antler to
6204–6005 cal BC, both at 95.4% probability). Other lithic
finds from fieldwalking in 2013 included a fine leaf-shaped
arrowhead, a triangular arrowhead and a tanged and barbed
arrowhead. Fieldwalking on the site of the inferred Tarradale
Castle produced further eroded sherds of medieval pottery,
iron nails and animal food wastes.
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In February 2013 the University of Aberdeen carried out
a geophysical survey in a field where aerial photographs
strongly suggest the presence of a barrow cemetery, with
both round- and square-ditched barrows (centred on NH 5485
4890). This investigation included magnetic susceptibility of
the wider area of the cemetery, with results suggesting that
some barrows identifiable in earlier aerial photographs may
no longer survive under the eroding ploughsoil. A resisitivity
survey of a smaller area in a more favourable location showed
the presence of at least one square barrow.

The pin has seen heavy use, as the decoration is worn. A bend
at 107mm may stem from use, as there is stress cracking; the
tip has been lost. Surviving length 185mm; head width 8mm;
height 6mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT37/12), allocated to Dunbeath
Heritage Trust

Archive: Highland HER, local library and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: NOSAS (in kind) and University of Aberdeen

Late Iron Age zoomorphic pin from Stain, Caithness. Drawn by
Alan Braby

INVERCLYDE
An example of a flint found during fieldwalking at Tarradale

Greenock/Kilmacolm

Wick

Lurg Moor
Survey
Louie Pastore and Stephen Jennings
A survey of the possible route of the Roman Road and the
archaeology around the scheduled Antonine Fortlet at
Lurg Moor is currently ongoing. A search was carried out
for cambered roads of variable length initially reported
by Frank Newall in the 1960s. This included searches for
features believed to relate to Roman roads, such as quarry
pits, earthworks, cropmarks, possible sites for Roman signal
stations, stone route markers, kerb-stones, etc, not necessarily
in situ but found close to a likely line. Signs of indigenous
activity along the route were also included in the search,
including cup-marked carvings and possible hut circles. The
search area covered Lurg Moor, Knocknairs Moor, Corlick Hill,
Maukinhill Moor, Burnhead Moor, Crawberry Hill, Whitelees
Moor and Darndaff Moor. The data for this survey have been
drawn from three principal sources, Frank Newall’s reports
of the Roman Road in DES, the RCAHMS Canmore website
and Bing Maps aerial and satellite imagery. The research has
included a number of Frank Newall’s reported sites, which
do not appear on Canmore, are inaccurately pinpointed, or
grouped together as a single find.

Sinclair’s Bay
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology
Services
ND 3392 6016, ND 3365 6179 and ND 3196 5763 A walkover
survey was carried out, April 2013, on three areas of Sinclair’s
Bay prior to the selection of a development area. In the
Longreen area a small mound and a substantial peat mound,
a turf and stone field boundary and an edge-set stone that
appears to mark a spring site were all identified and recorded,
as well as the previously recorded buildings.
In the Keiss Links area various modern features were
recorded, including a boulder with a bronze hemisphere
set into it, a double Y-shaped sheep shelter with associated
mound, a vertically set squared-off stone with a horse shoe
attached to each face, a possible stock pen, raised trackways
and two stony mounds.
At Skitten West the ruins of a dwelling and two clusters of
substantial flat topped mounds (possibly wartime structures)
were identified and recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: SSE

Stain
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
ND 34 60 A Late Iron Age zoomorphic-headed pin was
recovered during metal detecting near Stain. The head
comprises a flat disc with a lip moulding leading onto the
shank. The shaft is D-sectioned at the top, gradually becoming
round as it tapers. Its upper part is decorated with three
groups of concentric lines bounding two blanks crossed by a
single diagonal line; this was probably incised after casting.

Search area: Old Largs Road to Whitelees Road
NS 2678 7337 Darndaff Moor A section of possible Roman
road was located on Darndaff Moor which was first reported
by Newall in DES (1963). The road is cambered, 15–15.5ft wide
and runs E–W at the foot of the hill. This section is cut through
by the Old Largs Road with cambered sections on both sides
of the modern road.
NS 26856 73348 Darndaff Moor Banks of earth on either
side of the cambered section of possible Roman road are
located off the Old Largs Road. They are both on the flat plain
at the point where the road joins the foot of the hill. One
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mound seems to curve towards the road and could possibly be
a ramp. There are two quarries fairly close by to the S and W
of this spot and the layout is similar to the earthworks found
near a possible road section adjacent to Auchenfoil Road. A
possible marker stone was found at NS 26844 73376, the stone
is roughly square shaped at the base, becoming more pointed
at the exposed top.
NS 27025 73372 Darndaff Moor The possible Roman road
continues over Darndaff Moor. An ancient turf dyke or raised
track appears to have been built over the route of the road.
NS 27095 73374 Darndaff Moor The possible Roman road
continues over Darndaff Moor. At this point there is a slight
camber on the hillside and the road can be seen as a cropmark.
NS 27531 73332 Darndaff Moor The possible Roman road
continues over Darndaff Moor to Whitelees Road. It travels
up an incline, where an exposed line of stones is visible on
the slope. This may be part of a cambered surface which
leads towards another cambered area identified by Newall,
which is on the opposite side of Whitelees Road. A second
possible marker stone was found on Darndaff Moor at
NS 27374 73291.
NS 2730 7330 Darndaff Moor The possible Roman road was
located on Darndaff Moor, south of Whitelees Hill. The site
was first reported by Newall (DES, 1970). Newall suggested
that this was possibly a junction point between a main trunk
road leading from the fortlet towards Loch Thom and a patrol
track that shadowed the road from the hills above.
Search area: Whitelees Road to Crawberry Hill
NS 27603 73381 Whitelees Moor The possible Roman
road continues from Whitelees Road. This may be part of
the cambered road identified by Newall, on the N side of
Whitelees Road. The route would seem to continue behind
Whitelees Cottage towards Crawberry Hill, where another
section was reported by Newall.
NS 27874 73387 Whitelees Moor A rocky platform appears
to have a W-facing entrance and contains a depressed area
within. The site would be adjacent to the route of the road
between Crawberry Hill and Whitelees Moor reported by
Newall.
NS 28349 73148 Whitelees Moor A possible cambered
section of Roman road is located near Crawberry Hill. It was
reported by Newall in the 1960s and is adjacent to what is
believed to be a horseshoe-shaped quarry.
NS 28352 73149 Whitelees Moor A circular feature was
noted close to the summit of Crawberry Hill. The feature
appears to be a horseshoe-shaped quarry, cut into a W-facing
bedrock outcrop, 4m in diameter by 1.5m deep. The site
overlooks a section of Roman road reported by Newall.
NS 28365 73153 Whitelees Moor A possible cup-marked
rock is located on the S slope of Crawberry Hill. The site also
overlooks a section of Roman road reported by Newall.
NS 28455 73070 Whitelees Moor A possible cup-marked
rock with three cup marks. Part of the rock also appears to
have been smoothed down to enhance an area of natural
patterns, which have a reddish brown hue. The find was
located near Crawberry Hill on Burnhead Moor.
NS 27961 73089 Whitelees Moor A possible carved rock is
located just off Whitelees Road. The D-shaped ‘carving’ on
top of a flat boulder appears to be a slightly raised outline.
NS 27962 73108 Whitelees Moor Two circular features were
recorded, possibly the remains of hut circles.
Search area: Burnhead Moor to Lurg Moor
NS 28900 73486 Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor A section
of possible Roman road first reported by Newall (DES,1963).
This section of the route runs from Burnhead/Maukinhill
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Moor N of Corlick Hill and continues N downhill towards the
Burnhead track at the foot of the hill. Newall recorded the site
at NS 2892 7350, a more accurate GPS reading of the site is NS
28900 73486.
NS 28863 73424 Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor A
possible cup-marked rock was located on the slope of the hill
close to where Newall reported a section of Roman road.
NS 28974 73460 Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor A
possible cambered section of Roman road may be the section
originally reported by Newall (DES, 1963). This section is
as he described, accompanied over rocky ground by quarry
pits and cambered, 4.58–4.72m wide between hill ridges. The
route ties in with Newall’s reported road find (NS 2892 7350)
on the opposite side of the hill.
NS 28953 73434 Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor A
possible oval roundhouse is located at the top of Burnhead/
Maukinhill Moor N of Corlick Hill. It consists of an oval hollow
with a W-facing entrance flanked by two large boulders. In
view of its proximity to the road and prominent position,
overlooking the Fortlet at Lurg Moor and the possible road
route over Burnhead/Maukinhill Moor, it is possible that the
site may have been a Roman signal post.
NS 29014 73429 Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor Several
quarry pits, c1m in diameter, are located along the route of the
possible Roman road. Pits of this nature have been associated
with road construction. These may have been the quarry pits
originally reported by Newall (DES, 1963).
NS 29064 73420 – NS 29067 73418 – NS 29070 73421
Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Possible cup-marked rocks
were recorded in three locations. The first was recorded at NS
29064 73420, with a second 5.18m away at NS 29067 73418.
The stones are located on the brow of a hill, on the possible
route of the Roman road and may even have sat astride the
road as kerb or marker stones. A third cup-marked boulder
was subsequently recorded at NS 29070 73421.
NS 29078 73431 Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor A
possible section of cambered road was located on the brow of
a hill and is flanked by quarry pits.
NS 29161 73357 Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor A
possible cup-marked rock was located along the route of
the road on Maukinhill Moor. One of the cups was exposed
and weathered while a better preserved cup mark was found
beneath turf.
NS 29311 73293 Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor A
possible carved block of stone was found close to the route
of the Roman road on Burnhead Moor. Part of the stone
protruded above the turf and measured c370 x 330mm.
Search area: Lurg Moor
NS 29608 73397 Lurg Moor A cambered section of possible
Roman road winds uphill, curving behind the summit of the
hill, and heading E. This may have been the junction leading
to Whitemoss Fort (Bishopton) to the E and Outerwards
fortlet in the W.
NS 29648 73466 and NS 29680 73445 Lurg Moor
A cambered section of possible Roman road was located at
NS 29648 73466 and NS 29680 73445. This may have been
the route uphill from the plateau where the scheduled Roman
road has been located. These cambered sections may lead to
a possible junction between the Bishopton and Largs routes
on the ridgeline.
NS 29603 73551 Lurg Moor A possible section of Roman
road was located close to the scheduled road S of the fortlet.
This section of the route appears as a cutting running along
the foot of the hill. The road leads to a stream, beyond which
is a cambered uphill section of road.
NS 29685 73391 Lurg Moor A cambered section of possible
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Roman road was located which appears to align with the uphill
cambered sections, and may be the route leading towards a
possible section of the route near Auchenfoil Road.

A cambered section of possible Roman road was located at
NS 29685 73391
Search area: Knocknairs Moor to Auchenfoil Road
NS 29994 73065 Knocknairs Moor A possible cambered
section of Roman road route located on a slope on Knocknairs
Moor. This may have been the E route the road took linking
Knocknairs Moor with the fortlet road on Lurg Moor. A large
rectangular block of stone was found at the foot of the slope.
NS 30137 72919 Knocknairs Moor A possible cambered
section of Roman road may be the E route leading to the
fortlet road on Lurg Moor. A square shaped block of stone
was found partly exposed on this cambered section.
NS 30205 72899 Knocknairs Moor A possible cambered
section of Roman road route flanked by quarry pits. Large
blocks of various sizes are scattered around the field.
NS 30354 72845 Knocknairs Moor The possible Roman
road route leads towards a possible large occupation site.
The C-shaped mound at Knocknairs Moor can be seen on
Bing aerial images. The site is c60.96 x 18.29m, much of the
W-facing side appears to be a sloping turf covered bank of
earth. There are two raised banks on the N and S ends and
signs of sloping turf banks on the E side, where there may
have been an entrance. Two oval pits or trenches were found
cut into the turf banks on the N and W banks of the mound,
the edges seemed to be banked up with turf.
NS 30562 73345 Knocknairs Moor A mound with evidence
of walling was located. Newall reported the site in the 1960s
as a circular, heather-covered mound 10m in diameter and
0.6m high. The site was visited by OS in 1964 and described
as a ‘doubtful antiquity’. An inspection of the mound found

that the top of the mound had a circular depression with
a NW stone-lined entrance passage that winds down the
mound. The scattered piles of stones suggest evidence of
walling on each side of the passageway. At the bottom of
the mound, facing E, are two circular pits which also have
evidence of walling. Another pit on the S side had been filled
with stone.
NS 30479 72973 Knocknairs Moor An oval shelter
consisting of a turf covered stone wall built around a rock
face on the side of a hill, creating a shelter with a possible
N-facing entrance.
NS 30587 72630 Knocknairs Moor A possible cup-marked
rock with two smooth cup-shaped carvings and a third hole
which appears to be a much narrower bore hole.
NS 30640 72537 Knocknairs Moor In the 1954 edition of
DES Newall reported quarry pits and a hollow-way road route,
which may actually be the remains of the Roman road route.
A large earth mound, rectangular in shape and running N–S
was identified on the hillside, opposite the electrical substation on Auchenfoil Road. The site was located adjacent to
the route of Newall’s hollow-way, alongside a large quarry
pit and raised banks of earth.
NS 30689 72516 Knocknairs Moor Several quarry pits
were located along the route of the possible Roman road
adjacent to Auchenfoil Road. One of the larger pits is located
at NS 30689 72516 opposite the sub-station.
NS 30669 72513 Knocknairs Moor Possible sections of
Roman road run N–S adjacent to Auchenfoil Road. They
appear on the ground as a slightly cambered cropmark
and are visible on Bing maps’ aerial images. The road is
occasionally flanked by earthworks This may be part of the
hollow-way reported by Newall (DES, 1954).
NS 30771 72281 Knocknairs Moor Possible sections of
Roman road are flanked by earthworks and evidence of
quarrying. At this point the road heads in the direction of
Auchentiber Farm, where Newall reported cambered sections
of the Roman road to the Whitemoss Fort in Bishopton. The
end of this section of the route has been cut through by a
modern road and disappears in the adjacent field, which has
been intensively ploughed.
NS 30751 72288 Knocknairs Moor Banks of earth appear
intermittently on both sides of the possible Roman road
at the Auchenfoil Road, which could give the route the
appearance of a hollow-way or sunken road. They appear
to be positioned near the larger quarry pits and could be
ramps, allowing barrows of gravel to be tipped onto carts.
Alternatively they could be banks of crushed stone from the
quarry, left at the side of the road, ready to be transported
and laid as metalling on new sections of road. The sunken
appearance of the road could reflect the gradual subsidence
of the road’s thinner layer of metalling, whilst the thicker
gravel banks or ramps have survived.

Inverkip
Finnock Bog Farm, Inverkip
Watching brief
Liam McKinstry – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 20360 70515 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out, 12–26 September 2013, during ground-breaking work
associated with the construction of two wind turbines. An
existing farm track was upgraded and topsoil stripped from the
turbine bases. Two large pits of unknown date and a number
of modern field drains and boundaries, some associated with
a recently abandoned airfield, were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CWE Northwind
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MIDLOTHIAN
Cranston
Cousland Park Farm, Cousland
Watching brief
James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 39025 68969 A watching brief was carried out on 5
February 2013 during ground reduction work associated with
the construction of the footings for two wind turbines. A single
late/post-medieval ditch was found.
Archive: East Lothian HER and RCAHMS
Funder: The Hood Partnership

Hillside Gardens, Cousland
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 37863 68331 A watching brief was carried out on 21 August
2013 during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of the foundation for a new garage and driveway at 24 Hillside
Gardens. No significant archaeological features or artefacts
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr P Lysiak

Crichton
Crichton Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 3803 6113 A watching brief was undertaken on 27
November 2012 during the excavation of six small trenches to
allow the installation of a new gate through a fence to the E
of the castle. The removal of an existing sign just SW of the
gate was also monitored. There were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dalkeith
The Old Mill House, Newmills Road
Watching brief
Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 334 670 A watching brief was carried out, November 2012
– September 2013, during ground-breaking works associated
with a new extension to the Old Mill House. The area appears
to have been undeveloped in the past and may have been an
orchard in the mid-19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian HER
Funder: Mr T Walker and Ms S deWaard

Tolbooth, Dalkeith
Standing building recording and watching brief
Kenneth Macfadyen and Tom Addyman – Addyman Archaeology
NT 3332 6743 A programme of historic building recording and
monitoring was undertaken, 7 March – 29 May 2012, during
conservation work on Dalkeith Tolbooth. The work involved
the removal of cement harl from the rear (SE) elevation and
SW gable wall, its replacement with lime harl, and extensive
repair by stone indenting of the ashlar-faced street frontage to
the NW, the latter much patched with cement.
The work revealed significant new evidence for the former
appearance of the tollbooth. The frontage in particular was
significantly different in detail to its subsequent appearance.
The work defined the extent of surviving original fabric and
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confirmed it to have been of one overall build, which did not
incorporate the in situ remains of pre-existing structures.
The various lifts visible on the rear and side elevations
indicate that the build occurred in three principal stages.
The rear elevation also revealed the presence of two original
first floor windows and the probable site of an entrance at
ground floor level.
The overall design of the building was of notable
sophistication. The detailing and execution of the ashlarfaced street frontage was of superlative quality, with many
finely nuanced constructional features and an assurance of
composition (in spite of the asymmetry of some elements –
a symptom of the functional nature of the building), which
clearly suggests the hand of a significant architect. Elements of
the original construction, such as the majority of the ground
floor openings, including the principal entrance, a first floor
centrepiece and the details of its roof-scape were evidently
missing or considerably altered.
A number of secondary works were recorded. Of particular
significance was an early recasting of the principal frontage
where the main entrance, the ground and upper floor
windows, and the panel above the entrance all saw significant
modification. This work may have occurred in the mid- or
later 18th century and may have been associated with the
reordering of the building internally. Perhaps associated
were modifications evident to the rear; these were principally
associated with the addition of a shallow two-storey
extension which may have contained a stair. A further lean-to
construction had been added to the NE.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dalkeith Townscape Heritage Initiative

Lasswade
Mavisbank House
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 290 652 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 12 December 2012 during the excavation of four trenches
in the grounds to the NE of Mavisbank House to inspect the
drainage system. One of the trenches revealed brick-built
drainage of uncertain date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Mavisbank House
Evaluation
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 283 653 A programme of evaluation and recording was
carried out in June 2013 on the remains of a disused mine
ventilation shaft in the grounds of Mavisbank House. The
ventilation shaft probably relates to the mining activities of
Bilston Colliery. The ventilation shaft appears on the OS 6"
maps of 1854 and 1894.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: East Lothian HER
Funder: The Coal Authority

Newbigging Cottages, Rosewell
Watching brief
James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 27671 60399 A watching brief was carried out on 22 March
2013 during ground reduction work associated with the
construction of a house extension at 2 Newbigging Cottages.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: East Lothian HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr C Tait
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Newbattle
Newbattle Abbey House
Watching brief and excavation
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 3330 6598 A watching brief and excavation was undertaken,
12 December 2012 – 15 January 2013. The work consisted of
the cleaning and recording of a collapsed stone-lined and
capped culvert or drain, running cE–W, on the S side of the
present (W) approach road to the college. The feature was cut
against natural river bank gravels, lined with up to five courses
of unbonded masonry, then capped in stone and sealed by a
clay deposit. The drain/culvert predated the approach road
construction and is probably associated with the medieval
monastic foundation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Newbattle Abbey College

South of Mayfield, Dalkeith
Evaluation
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3351 6385 An evaluation was carried out on 24 October
2012 on land S of Mayfield prior to a proposed housing
development. A total area of 1244m2 was sampled but no finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Persimmon Homes

Penicuik
New Mains, Braidwood
Watching brief
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 19245 59278 A watching brief was carried out on 19
March 2013 during excavations for a new water pipe, whose
route crossed the projected route of a Roman road. The
majority of the trench did not contain any deposits of interest.
However, broadly in line with the visible remains of a road/
trackway, a stone feature around 0.7m wide was encountered
0.35m below the surface. The large sub-rounded stones did
not form a coherent structure and contained no bonding
material. Directly to the SE was a moderately compact deposit
containing a large number of small to medium angular stones
and associated with a discrete deposit of clay. The large stones
would appear to form an edge or revetment, most probably to
an early road or track as it rises to a bridge allowing it to cross
a watercourse. There was no evidence for the opposite side of
the track which may have been removed during construction
of a modern road which lies above it. No datable artefacts were
recovered.
A metalled surface had been recorded along the line of the
Roman road during excavations in 1966 at nearby Walstone
and was interpreted as distinctly non-Roman. The lack of a
detailed description of the surface at Walstone prevented
comparison with the Braidwood finding.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Braidwood Community

Temple
Old Manse Garden, Temple
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 31493 58717 A ground resistance survey was carried out
on 4 July 2013, at the request of Time Trackers Research
International, in the garden of the Old Manse prior to an
excavation. A pipe trench dug in this area in 1989 had exposed

the NE corner of a possible building (DES 1989, 52–3). Four
partial 20 x 20m grids were surveyed. Roughly rectangular
high resistance anomalies were found.
Archive: RCAHMS and East Lothian HER (intended)
Funder: Time Trackers Research International Inc and Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society

MIDLOTHIAN
Dalkeith/Newton/Lasswade/Melrose
Borders Railway Project
Evaluation and standing building recording
Graeme Carruthers, Mike Cressey, Magnus Kirby and Ian Suddaby
– CFA Archaeology Ltd
A programme of archaeological work was carried out, October
2011 – April 2012, in relation to the Borders Railway Project.
Evaluations – NT 332038 669602 A trial trenching
evaluation covered 181.5m2 (6%) of the available development
area. Trenches 1 and 2 were targeted on a cropmark (NT36NW
193) to determine its character. The cropmark, which had
been identified as a possible enclosure, was found to be a 0.3m
deep spread of crushed coal debris.
NT 331950 669718 A trial trenching evaluation covered
120.75m2 (6%) of the available development area. The trenches
were targeted to find any surviving evidence of Harelaw Farm,
which appears on the 1st Edition OS map of 1857. The remains
of a single robbed out wall were recorded, which presumably
belonged to the Harelaw Farm complex.
NT 52268 34999 A trial trenching evaluation covering
44480m2 (6%) of the available development area was carried
out in two fields, which straddle the A6106 at Millerhill, and
revealed no archaeological features.
NT 3201 6780 The 12 trenches covering 916m2 (c5%) of the
available development area excavated at Sherrifhall identified
features visible on OS mapping. These included; an earth
field bank, a rectilinear enclosure defined by earth banks, the
remains of a well and a trackway in Trench 8 which survived
just below the turf line and was visible on the surface. Other
features identified included a trackway in Trench 6, which
appeared to run alongside the upstanding earth field bank.
Undated sections of shallow ditch were identified in Trenches
3, 4 and 12. Two pits and a probable ditch were also identified
in Trench 1 cut in to the natural subsoil. These survived as
only vestigial features and no dating evidence was recovered.
However, prehistoric pottery was recovered from the subsoil
horizon overlying them.
NT 3246 6592 Nine trenches were excavated covering 840m²
(7%) of the development area at the proposed Hardengreen car
park. The deposits consisted of a considerable depth of made
ground resulting from the construction of the Jewel and Esk
College. Numerous field drain cuts were identified indicating
early 19th-century agricultural improvement, but there were
no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Standing building survey – NT 3326 6670 An enhanced
standing building survey was carried out to record the
architectural details surviving at the former Eskbank and
Dalkeith Railway Station. The station is a two platform
through-station built for the North British Railway, and
opened on 12 July 1847. Originally known as Eskbank, it was
renamed as Eskbank and Dalkeith when the short Dalkeith
branchline was closed to passengers in 1942. The station was
finally closed in 1969. The station has become overgrown
since its closure, but was cleared of its vegetation to allow the
building survey to proceed. The principal features recorded
include the E and W platform, a ruined building at the N end
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of the E platform, two sets of stairs leading to the pedestrian
footbridge, and a pedestrian platform shelter. Photographs
dated to the late 19th century confirmed the presence of an
earlier wooden footbridge and a timber built telegraph office.
The footbridge was replaced in the 20th century by a riveted
cast iron lattice-work footbridge. A small blocked fireplace and
brick-built chimney breast are all that survive of the telegraph
office. The S end of the E platform has been buried under an
earth embankment. The W platform is well preserved along its
full length of c166m.
Level 1 bridge and viaduct surveys – The Glenesk and
Lothianbridge viaducts were designed and built to carry the
former Waverley Railway. The smaller overbridge at Eskbank
South Station carries the Westfield to South Mellville Road
over the Waverley Railway. The entire line closed to regular
passenger traffic on 6 January 1969 and much of the route in
Midlothian currently forms part of a cycle track.
NT 32372 67136 Glenesk Railway Bridge This bridge spans
the River North Esk and the A7 trunkroad at Dalkeith. The
bridge is reputed by some authorities (eg Hume 1976) to have
been opened in 1849, having been constructed on behalf of
the North British Railway Company in 1847 by the engineer
John Millar (1805–1883) to replace an earlier timber bridge
(Paxton 1993). Paxton (1993) claims that the stone structure
below deck level is nearly two decades earlier and that no
earlier timber bridge existed at this location. The elegant, lateGeorgian styling of the bridge, which incorporates fine ashlar
masonry, suggests to Paxton (1993) that it was designed by
the engineer James Jardine (1776–1858), a close associate of
Telford, and erected sometime between 1829–1831. If this is
so, in terms of historical engineering, it should be considered
the finest pre-Victorian railway bridge in Scotland (ibid). The
viaduct has a single segmented arch with 64 voussoirs. It has
extensive curved wing-walls, tapering pilasters and archivolts.
NT 32367 66711 Eskbank South Bridge This bridge over
the railway carried a minor road from Westfield and South
Melville to the W. The bridge is listed as part of the larger
former Eskbank and Dalkeith Station. The bridge has a single
span with a segmental arch. The structure is constructed of
droved ashlar with a brick-arch ring and intrados. The arch
is surmounted by an ashlar string-course and a saddleback
coped parapet resting on four courses of ashlar.
NT 32695 64844 Lothianbridge (Newbattle Viaduct) This
viaduct carried the Edinburgh to Carlisle ‘Waverley Route’ of
the former North British Railway over the River South Esk and
two public roads; the river here forms the boundary between
the parishes of Cockpen, to the NW and Newbattle to the
SE. Accredited to the engineer John Millar and opened in
1849, the railway viaduct consists of 23 semi-circular arches
and is constructed of coursed rock-faced sandstone with
brick voussoirs and soffits. The bridge also contains ashlar
imposts with hood moulding over the arches. The parapet
is tooled sandstone with ashlar copings and metal railings.
Reinforcement using iron straps is present along the soffits
and piers. The pier bases have projecting stonework and blind
recessed arches infilled with coursed tooled sandstone. The
last arch which is skewed over a road at the SE end, has stone
voussoirs and flanking buttresses built of rock-faces stone.
Two arches resting on a pier with deep curved ashlar cutwaters
span the River South Esk. The 1852 OS Name Book mentions
that the viaduct was built at an expense of £21,000. There
was considerable debate over the financing of this extensive
viaduct, a structure that was necessary in order to bridge the
River South Esk and access the Lothian and Dundas collieries.
The Marquis of Lothian was reluctant to spend the money
and it was considered unsuitable for Dundas, who owned the
Arniston estate, to pay (Worling 1991). It was eventually built
126

at the expense of the Marquis of Lothian (Thomas 1971).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: East Lothian HER and
RCAHMS
Funder: ERM Ltd on behalf of Transport Scotland

MORAY
Aberlour
Aberlour Main Street
Watching brief
Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 26410 42843 A watching brief was carried out in September
2013 during groundwork associated with the construction of a
flood prevention scheme. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Moray Council HER
Funder: Scottish Water

Alves
Ardgye
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 15 63 A collection of material gathered casually from
forestry plantations at Ardgye included a medieval strap
handle, unglazed, in orange fabric. The remainder of the
collection was recent in date.
Retained by finder, details with NMS

Bellie
Deer Park and Whiteash
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3841 5976 – NJ 3857 5951 Chapelford An earth bank with
western ditch runs almost parallel to a woodland ride shown
on the 1st Edition OS map. The form of the bank and ditch
is unusual and appear to be an attempt to acquire land and
provide it with uphill drainage and a boundary bank.
NJ 3847 5918 – NJ 3849 5903 Chapelford A bank that is
more clearly defined at its N end, where it has been partly
incorporated into a forest ride. It runs slightly obliquely to the
ride and the bank turns E away from the ride at its S end. The
bank terminates at the edge of a deep ravine. The orientation
of the bank does not fit with other local features and it may
therefore be pre-modern in date.
NJ 3848 5876 Chapelford A slightly hollow raised platform,
measuring c8 x 4m, with a circular hollow, c4m in diameter, on
its E side. The purpose of these features is unclear.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Bellie/Boharm
Ordiequish
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3499 5498 – NJ 3486 5532 Scotch Hill A very shallow

M O R AY

c2m wide ditch. It does not appear to be a modern feature. A
second similar feature runs parallel to the other at its N end.
This may suggest that they represent a trackway.
NJ 3545 5456 – NJ 3549 5421 Thief’s Hill This well defined
ditch feature may be related to forestry activity but this is
considered unlikely. The ditch appears to have been overlain
by a hollow-way (see below) which is shown as a trackway on
the mid-19th-century 1st Edition OS map. This indicates that
the ditch was already in existence and redundant by the mid19th century.
NJ 3548 5446 – NJ 3543 5413 Thief’s Hill A hollow-way
shown as a trackway on the 1st Edition OS map appears to
overlay the ditched feature noted above and is cut by a later
forestry drain.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Ordiequish
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3813 5280 Cow Moss A peat head with probable stacking
platform.
NJ 3817 5269 – NJ 3835 5272 Cow Moss A possible trackway
provides access to the moss. It is not shown on the 1st Edition
OS map. It measures c2m wide at its W end, increasing to 4m
wide at NJ 3828 5271, where it becomes parallel banks with a
hollowed centre.
NJ 3330 5219 – NJ 3282 5265 Wood of Cairnty A substantial
bank with a ditch on its S side. It appears to have been built to
exclude stock from an area of land.
NJ 3568 5603 – NJ 3641 5551 Ordiequish Hill A rather
complicated bank feature, which may in places be the product
of modern track construction, but might have formed part of a
series of features designed for managing deer.
NJ 3548 5647 – NJ 3556 5625 Ordiequish Hill This linear
bank is shown on the 1st Edition OS map. The northern part of
the bank loops out and round to form a partly enclosed area.
The 19th-century course of the bank is overlain by a modern
forest track and only the northern section survives.
NJ 3554 5624 – NJ 3562 5595 Ordiequish Hill Most of the
N end of a boundary, which is shown on the 1st Edition OS
map, has been recently removed. The S part curves to the SW
ending at a deep gully.
NJ 3559 5613 – NJ 3563 5597 Ordiequish Hill A quite
denuded bank, which does not appear on the 1st Edition OS
map, may now lie beneath a modern road.
NJ 3565 5599 Ordiequish Hill Two sides remain of a
substantially built small rectilinear enclosure. It has been cut
by later trackways.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Bellie/Keith
Ordiequish
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3781 5188 Woodside of Mulderie The poorly preserved
remains of a farmstead, shown on the 1st Edition OS map, were

identified by the concentration of stone in an area that has
been affected by forestry ploughing.
NJ 3775 5176 – NJ 3758 5169 Parkfoot The E end of this bank
appears proportionate to the others in the wood. To the W it
becomes a double bank with a central ditch, which measures
c2m from the base of the ditch to the top of the bank. Its place
name suggests it stood ‘at the foot’ of a park and this boundary
feature would certainly have retained deer if topped by a fairly
insubstantial fence. The boundary is shown on the 1st Edition
OS map.
NJ 3805 5140 – NJ 3899 5105 (Lade) and NJ 3809 5115 (Dam)
Wood of Mulderie A lade is shown on the 1st Edition OS map,
but a dam is not.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Boharm/Rothes
Ben Aigan
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 2924 4929 Sandyhill The scattered remains of a linear
dyke run along the N side of a burn. It is not shown on the 1st
Edition OS map and probably predates it.
NJ 2919 4815 – NJ 2909 4811 – NJ 2906 4815 Killiemore
A deep hollow-way that might be the track noted on the 1st
Edition OS map but, given that its W end does not match the
alignment of the track, it should not be assumed that it is the
same feature.
NJ 2908 4812 Killiemore Low banks define a small shelter
lying along the S edge of the hollow-way noted above. It
measures c4 x 3m externally and has a S-facing entrance.
NJ 3005 4754, NJ 3005 4757 and NJ 3003 4757 Red Burn A
small settlement consisting of three buildings and enclosure
banks. All the buildings are shown as unroofed on the 1st
Edition OS map.
NJ 3022 4680 – NJ 3014 4661 Baron’s Croft A rather
enigmatic but substantial linear feature which seems to have
no obvious relationship with the nearby farmstead of Baron’s
Croft. It generally follows the line of a later fenced boundary
but lies to the E of it and is more irregular. It is substantially
built and has a small irregular enclosure at its N end. The
feature is not shown on the 1st Edition OS map and does not
seem to relate to forestry activity.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Cabrach
Bennachie Landscapes
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd and Karen Patterson
A prospective survey was undertaken in March 2012 of
Elrick Farm in Cabrach as part of the Bennachie landscapes
community research initiative. Grateful thanks go to the farmer
John Smith and Deborah Smith for permission to survey their
land and for indicating the location of the hut circles.
NJ 4123 2556 Corse of Elrick A well-made ford located on
the line of a trackway marked on the 1st Edition OS map. The
bottom has been laid with flat stones and the trackway has
been revetted to form a flat crossing.
NJ 4098 2530 Burn of Braes A trackway and fording point
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not shown on OS maps. Slight hollow-ways lead down to the
fording point.
NJ 4078 2535 Burn of Culwyn A small stone-built hut
utilising earthfast boulders as constructional elements. The
entrance faces S and its dry stone construction might suggest
an early modern date. However, it is not shown on the first two
OS maps of the area.
NJ 4076 2533 Burn of Culwyn A very slight bank running at
c155°. There may be a return heading back in the direction of
the hut noted above.
NJ 4066 2532 Burn of Culwyn A linear bank runs from
the wood almost down to the burn. The defined area is very
disturbed and contained rig-like features with a possible
wavelength of c3.5m. However the disturbance may have been
caused by non agricultural based activity.
NJ 4064 2525 – NJ 4064 2516 Burn of Culwyn A broad linear
bank, which does not appear to be modern, is shown on the
current but not earlier OS maps.
NJ 4065 2525 – NJ 4079 2523 Burn of Culwyn A slight
trackway, which is most visible at its W end, does not appear
on any plans of the area. It heads E, possibly in the direction of
the ford noted above.
NJ 4066 2525 Burn of Culwyn This cairn stands on a
slight promontory and could be the result of field clearance.
However, many of the stones appear sharp-edged and resemble
quarrying debris. The source of the stones is unclear.
NJ 4147 2552 Corse of Elrick A sub-rectangular c8m long
structure which has a possible E-facing entrance. A small
platform, 2 x 4m, is attached to its N side.
NJ 4152 2560 – NJ 4147 2554 Corse of Elrick A very denuded
c2m wide linear bank runs up to the crag that is the location of
the structure noted above.
NJ 4138 2560 Corse of Elrick A hut circle measuring c8m in
diameter.
NJ 4138 2565 Corse of Elrick A group of three hut circles.
The two northern ones appear to have raised central platforms
with a depressed band between them and the outer wall
lines. Both entrances face SE but the southern one might be
restricted by the presence of the third hut circle.
NJ 4144 2564 Corse of Elrick A small irregular hut circle
noted after heather burning.
Archive: Bailies of Bennachie and Moray and Aberdeenshire
Council HER

Cullen
Indulf House, Cullen
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 5107 6599 A watching brief was carried out, 13–14 June 2013,
during topsoil stripping associated with the construction of a
new house and garage. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Grant and Geoghegan

Dallas
Rothes Wind Farm
Watching brief and survey
Ian Suddaby and Gary Savory − CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 18334 49863 (centred on ) A programme of archaeological
work was carried out, September 2011 – January 2013, during
the construction of an extension to a wind farm. A walkover
survey was carried out prior to tree felling and four of the
six sites identified during a prior desk-based assessment
were located. The two in areas scheduled for felling were
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demarcated.
The survey identified the remains of Whiterashes Farmstead
(NJ 16100 49800) and Corr Hatnich Farmstead (NJ 18210
49020). A plan, plus written and photographic records of
the sites were produced. A watching brief was carried out
during groundwork associated with the turbine bases, access
roads and a borrow pit. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Moray Council HER
Funder: National Power Consultants Ltd

Duffus
Burghead Fort
Geophysical survey
Gordon Noble and Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NJ 1090 6914 A geophysical survey was carried out, 21–23
October 2013, in order to try to contextualise the promontory
fort of Burghead as part of the Northern Picts: Archaeology
of Fortriu project. A resistance and magnetic survey was
undertaken in the upper and lower citadel of the fort. The
main goal was to identify if there are any surviving features
which may relate to the occupation of the fort. Six 20 x 20m
grids were surveyed in both the upper and lower citadels. The
gradiometry survey did not record any features. This may be
due to the use of the citadel in the 18th–19th century, although
there were extensive scatters of metal objects from more recent
times. The resistance survey results were more promising and
showed a number of anomalies in the upper citadel and lower
citadels. Of particular interest are two areas of high resistance
measuring in total c6–8m by 40m located on the S side of the
lower citadel by the middle rampart. However, the results as
expected, suggest extensive disturbance of the fort in modern
times.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen, Development Trust, University of
Aberdeen and Tarbat Discovery Centre

Clarkly Hill
Metal detector and casual finds
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 13 67 Continuing metal detecting around Clarkly Hill has
produced an Iron Age enamelled finger ring, an Iron Age
triskele-decorated pin head, a Viking bell and three-way strap
distributor of 9th–10th century AD date. Casual finds included
a Guido class 14 annular bead and a scatter of flints ranging in
date from Mesolithic to Bronze Age.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 172/12, 200/12, 226/12, 331/12,
02/13), allocated to Elgin Museum

Clarkly Hill
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 13 67 Work continued at this long-lived settlement site on
the southern slopes of Clarkly Hill, on a low rise which once
bordered the former loch of Roseisle. The 2013 work looked
at a field immediately E of the one examined previously (DES
2011, 124; 2012, 122-3). Four trenches were opened, targeting a
series of geophysical anomalies and guided by the distribution
of finds recovered in metal detecting and fieldwalking.
Trench F produced an extended occupation sequence. The
earliest element comprised Mesolithic lithics; this trench lay
on the loch edge beside a former spring, making it a desirable
location for settlement. In one corner of the trench, a curving
narrow ditch (probably for a fence or palisade) enclosed five
stone settings. One had a small stone still in situ, while two
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elongated boulders, 0.85–1.10m long, had been ploughed out
of other settings. The results suggest this is a variant stone
circle. No finds were recovered, but local parallels point to a
Bronze Age date, and a worn sherd of AOC Beaker pottery was
found nearby.
Adjacent to this was an unusual sub-oval roundhouse, c9
x 8m in diameter, with a ring ditch on the northern side, an
irregular post-ring and a massive central hearth comprising a
single sandstone slab (1.7 x 1.2m). It was associated with an
extensive external cobbled surface. Overlying this was a stone
platform of larger boulders, including an unfinished rotary
quern. Preservation in this trench was excellent because the
medieval ploughsoil had been sealed by a sandstorm in the
17th century, protecting the features underneath from the
effects of modern ploughing.

for the wall. The ring ditch showed two phases, with a gravel
levelling layer dumped in the base; samples of the underlying
deposits should provide an extremely rare insight into the use
of such features. Traces of stake lines within it would support
a role in corralling animals. One end of the ring ditch produced
an extensive spread of a collapsed turf wall. Significant finds,
both from the ring ditch, were a copper-alloy spiral finger
ring and an iron projecting ring-headed pin. A later spread
of material seems to be associated with a sub-rectangular
building with some stone in its foundations, but time did not
permit full investigation of this.
Trench I, adjacent to trench G, targeted a magnetically noisy
area. Only a sample was excavated, revealing a sequence which
started with sterile dump deposits (to raise the ground level?),
included cobbling and hints of wall lines, and finished with a
more extensive series of dumps of dark cultural material (the
source of the magnetic noise), including fire-cracked stone,
crucibles and other bronze-casting debris, and saddle querns.
Funder: Moray LEADER, Gordon and Ena Baxter Foundation, Welsh
Family Trust, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, Association for
Roman Archaeology, Moray Society, Moray Field Club, Kerstin
Keillar and Cardiff University

St Peter’s Church
Inventory
John Godbert – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 1751 6865 (centred on) An assessment was undertaken,
14–15 February 2013, of seven slumped grave markers in the
churchyard of St Peter’s Church. The markers were moved
to pallets before being recorded. Nothing of archaeological
significance was noted in the original cuts for the grave
markers, except a few fragments of dressed sandstone of
unknown origin, presumably used for levelling the markers
when installed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dyke and Moy

Excavations in progress at Clarkly Hill, with the stone setting and
enclosing slot in the foreground, and an unsual roundhouse
beyond. (Copyright NMS)
Only 15m to the E, on the high point of the ridge, ploughing
had been much more destructive, and none of the blanket
of ancient soil survived. Here, trench G exposed a rash of
features, only partly examined in the time available. Key
features included a standing stone which had been deliberately
taken down and buried at some stage (adding to evidence of
an earlier prehistoric focus); two ring-groove houses 12.5 and
14m in diameter, with internal post-rings; and two small oval
scooped building floors, post-dating one of the roundhouses.
One of these was a metal-worker’s workshop, with a cobbled
floor associated with a hearth; onto this a clay disc tuyère was
placed when the building was abandoned. Other finds from
the trench included crucible fragments and two pieces of shale
bangle; unusually, one was decorated.
Trench H, on a slight terrace to the N, targeted a ring ditch
roundhouse 19m in diameter, with the ditch to the S and the
entrance to the W. It had an internal post-ring and a ring-groove

Brodie Castle: Castle Environs Project
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NH 97959 57775 A geophysical survey was carried out, 6
August – 19 September 2013, as part of a project to gain a better
understanding of the potential survival of historic garden
features and potential structural remains to help inform
management plans. The survey at Brodie Castle aimed to
gain a better understanding of the pre-18th-century landscape,
including the gardens, walled courts, ancillary buildings etc,
which may have surrounded the castle. The survey covered
areas of lawn, tarmac and gravel. Resistance survey was
undertaken over the lawn areas and GPR over the tarmac and
gravel areas.
The survey identified numerous anomalies of potential
interest. The resistance data suggests structural and other
remains associated with the original formal SW approach to
the castle. Suggestions of robbed out foundations have been
detected to the NW of the castle near the extant stable block.
More ephemeral anomalies to the SE of the castle suggest the
possible limits of a former formal garden. Further anomalies
have been recorded to the NW of the castle and are indicative
of relic garden features. The GPR data are dominated by
responses from buried services, primarily to the SW and SE of
the castle. Other anomalies thought to relate to earlier layouts
of the castle grounds may also have been detected.
A further resistance survey was undertaken within the
Dovecote Park of Brodie Castle. This survey formed part of a
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wider evaluation of the area prior to potential development.
A varied level of resistance was recorded across the area.
This is believed to primarily be due to variations in recent
ground cover and vegetation. Several trends are apparent
in the data and reflect ploughing. Although several discrete
anomalies of potential archaeological interest have been
noted, interpretation is cautious given the varied use of this
area in modern times.

Manbean. The enclosure measures c90 x 90m. The survey did
not reveal any trace of the enclosure, but a series of evaluative
trenches were excavated to establish its nature. One of these
test trenches located the ditch on the W side of the enclosure.
Here the ditch measured c2.5m wide and 0.6m deep. Four fills
were identified and charcoal from the lowest fill was dated to
3635–3370 cal BC. There is, however, significant potential for
this charcoal to be residual.

Edinkillie

Elgin/Spynie

Hill of Glaschyle
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NJ 0336 4782 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken in July 2012 prior to the proposed
development of a wind farm. Various post-medieval buildings
and boundary stones, as well as prehistoric roundhouses
and field systems had been previously identified within the
area. These were visited and recorded. Newly identified and
recorded features included a modern quarry, peat cuttings and
20th-century shooting butts.

Elgin Flood Alleviation Scheme
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 2224 6305, NJ 2201 6342, NJ 2223 6299 and NJ 2097 6295
A programme of archaeological work was carried out, June
2012 – April 2013, during ground-breaking work associated
with a flood alleviation scheme. Previous evaluations and
excavations conducted at four sites along the River Lossie
in 2011 had identified the remains of a post-medieval mill
at Deanshaugh. The work in 2012–2013 aimed to safeguard
archaeology not in the previously investigated areas.
Four areas (A to D) were monitored. In Area A at Kingsmills,
the remains of an illicit post-medieval grave were recorded. In
Area B, next to Deanshaugh Mill, a well that would have been
contemporary with the mill was recorded. At Pansport Bridge,
Area C, the structural make-up of the river bank was exposed
and recorded. Monitoring of topsoil stripping on the river bank
to the W of Mansion House Hotel, Area D, recorded no finds or
features of archaeological significance.

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Muirden Energy

Elgin
East End School, Elgin
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NJ 22169 62624 A watching brief was carried out, May–July
2013, prior to the construction of a nursery to the S side of
East End School. Removal of Victorian garden soil and an
underlying medieval subsoil revealed two prehistoric features;
a hearth and a pit. A thumb-nailed decorated rim of a Neolithic
pot was recovered from the hearth. Both features were sampled
for radiocarbon dating.
Report: Moray Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Moray Council

Pluscarden Abbey
Watching brief
Lynne McKeggie and John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services
NJ 1418 5761 A watching brief was undertaken, February–
May 2012, during groundworks associated with a new wood
pellet heating system at Pluscarden Abbey. The level of most
of the land involved had been raised considerably in the 20th
century and all the observed work took place in this area. No
archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: Pluscarden Abbey

Upper Manbean
Geophysical survey
Gordon Noble and Oskar G Sveinbjarnarson – University of
Aberdeen
NJ 1884 5758 and NJ 1868 5761 Two phases of geophysical
survey was conducted at Manbean to contextualise the
landscape location of a Pictish symbol stone as part of the
Northern Picts: Archaeology of Fortriu project. In October 2013
a resistance survey was conducted in the immediate vicinity
of the symbol stone, but few features are identifiable on the
survey other than a modern fence line and track. Geophysical
survey was also conducted at a nearby rectilinear cropmark
enclosure (NJ15NE 41) which surrounds a bog at Upper
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Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Morrison Construction

Forgue/Rothiemay
Corniehaugh
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5686 4616 – NJ 5677 4638 Fourman Hill A narrow
hollowed trackway, which is not shown on the 1st or 2nd
Edition OS maps, goes up the hill and ends at a hedge. It seems
to represent the easiest way up the hill from Corskellie.
NJ 5682 4660 – NJ 5733 4638 Woodfold A track, which is not
shown on OS maps, passes through a gateway into a field and
appears to have led to a now demolished farmstead. The track
appears to be wide enough for use by wheeled transport. The
track becomes a deep hollow-way about half way down the hill.
This has used as a drainage channel. Further down it reverts
to a track, which may have originally led to Corniehaugh,
though evidence of this has been removed by 19th-century
modernisation.
NJ 5720 4620, NJ 5722 4639, NJ 5735 4637 and NJ 5741
4612 (polygon) Woodfold A relict field system which appears
to have gone out of use by the 19th century, when this area
is shown as wooded on the 1st Edition OS map. The dykes
are basic clearance lines of substantial stones and boulders.
Some appear to be associated with drainage channels. There
are possible signs of rig and furrow. The system presumably
relates to a vanished farmstead (see below).
NJ 5735 4639 Woodfold A large number of stones and
evidence of underlying linear foundations, combined with the
evidence of the field system and track leading straight here
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(see above), very strongly suggest that this is the site of a
vanished pre-modern farmstead.
NJ 5698 4709 – NJ 5607 4702 Woodfold Wood A narrow
lynchetted track exits the wood through a break in the dyke.
The track is not on the 1st Edition OS map, though the dyke is
shown.
NJ 5705 4697 – NJ 5698 4694 Woodfold Wood A narrow
hollowed track runs around the hill towards the track noted
above. Two clearance cairns at NJ 5699 4696 and NJ 5698 4694
partially block the track suggesting that they post date it.
NJ 5695 4692, NJ 5694 4691 and NJ 5695 4687 Woodfold
Wood A group of three clearance cairns containing large
boulders, which may be related to the two noted above.
NJ 5703 4675 – NJ 5700 4665 – NJ 5703 4660 Woodfold A
narrow track heads in the direction of the presumed missing
farmstead noted above; at NJ 5700 4665 it crosses a deep drain
at a ford.
NJ 5716 4665 Woodfold A clearance cairn built of medium
sized stones.
NJ 5723 4651 (centred on) Woodfold An area of probable
former fields is surrounded by clearance cairns and has areas
of rushy grasses which may indicate the position of former
drainage channels.
NJ 5729 4652 Woodfold A clearance cairn consisting of
medium and large stones.
NJ 5739 4646 Corniehaugh A substantial area of clearance
remains is located at the end of a dyke running from the area of
the proposed former farmstead. The date of the clearance and
the source of the material is unclear, though some of it may
be associated with the demolition of the proposed farmstead.
NJ 5709 4672 Woodfold A clearance cairn composed of
medium, large and very large stones sitting on the edge of a
small craggy cleft.
NJ 5717 4681 – NJ 5718 4685 Woodfold Four clearance
cairns composed of medium and large stones. They sit close
to the modern arable fields but are divided from them by a
deep ditch indicating that the fields were not the source of the
stones. The stones may have been removed from the area of
the ditch during its construction/maintenance.
NJ 5705 4727 Woodfold Wood Small and denuded linear
banks appear to enclose a small sub-rectangular area.
NJ 5814 4572 Muirwell The remains of a small farmstead
which is shown on the 1st Edition OS map. Its badly overgrown
footings measured c9 x 4.5m externally.
NJ 5685 4640 Woodfold Croft A revetment appears to
indicate the line of this farmstead’s front yard, as shown on
the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Forres
Grantown Road, Forres
Excavation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 0308 5720 An excavation was carried out, 28 January
– 22 February 2013, on the site of a proposed residential
development to the S of Forres. A previous evaluation of
a 34ha area in 2011, which was located on rough pasture at
NJ 0308 5720, located a range of features. These consisted of
linear ditches, pits and postholes. Artefacts recovered included
Grooved Ware pottery, coarse stone, flint and later prehistoric
ceramics.
The 2013 excavation (Phase 1) consisted of the complete
excavation of features identified in Areas A, B and F. The
excavation identified the remains of a series of truncated

prehistoric structures including two ring ditch roundhouses,
post-ring structures and isolated pits. Artefacts recovered
included prehistoric ceramic, coarse stone and chipped stone
assemblages.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Springfield Properties Ltd

Greshop House, Forres
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 0223 5877 An evaluation was undertaken on 23 October
2012 prior to development work associated with the Forres
Flood Alleviation Scheme near Greshop House. A total of two
trenches (86m2) were excavated across a known cropmark
(NJ05NW 121), which was thought to be a possible ring
ditch. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Royal Haskoning

Grange
Sillyearn
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following feature was recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5117 5273 – NJ 5084 5215 A hollow-way, not shown on
1st and 2nd Edition OS maps, which possibly represents the
original pre-mid-19th-century course of a later track.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Grange/Rathven
Aultmore
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4252 5792 Tor Sliasg A small, c4 x 4m, embanked
enclosure badly damaged by ploughing, which may be a
shelter related to the possible saw pits noted below.
NJ 4248 5791, NJ 4247 5792, NJ 4246 5791and NJ 4250 5789
Tor Sliasg A group of four possible saw pits, each measuring
c3 x 1.5m. Three sides of each pit are vertical the fourth is
more degraded, possibly indicating that this side was used to
access the pit. The upcast from the pits is evenly distributed
around all four sides. Alternatively, the pits may be WW2
training ‘fox-holes’, but this seems unlikely.
NJ 4241 5785 – NJ 4269 5769 Gateside This may be a simple
drain but the presence of an apparent mill dam suggest it
may be a lade. It is carefully constructed with all upcast
placed on the downhill (W) side. The soil profile, revealed
by a windblown tree, shows a clay basal layer overlain by a
substantial peaty accumulation and capped by soil.
NJ 4243 5751 – NJ 4274 5742 Gateside An area of extensive
peat diggings where the presence of a number of slight wedgeshaped salients jutting from the peat suggest the peat was
being cut by different groups of people working from defined
points.
NJ 4281 5740 – NJ 4287 5738 Gateside Further peat heads
which may be associated with the more extensive workings
noted above.
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NJ 4185 5883 – NJ 4218 5883 Broadmuir A slightly puzzling
feature that has the appearance of a lade but could not have
functioned as one due to the odd gradients. It may relate
to forestry drainage or an early attempt to drain land for
agricultural use.
NJ 4210 5891 – NJ 4222 5881 Broadmuir A poorly preserved
hollow-way which is not shown on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 4706 5654 – NJ 4699 5655 Balnamoon A length of peat
working.
NJ 4709 5601 – NJ 4711 5605 Kilbady A small area of peat
working.
NJ 4736 5671 Balnamoon A very small and poorly preserved
peat head.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Keith
Edintore, Keith
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 42270 46485 A watching brief was carried out, 19–22
November 2012, during the excavation of 50 test pits across
the area of a proposed wind farm. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Vento Ludens Ltd

Knockando
Cossack Wood, Craigellachie
Watching brief
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 2448 4415 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
15–16 July 2012, during topsoil stripping of a 791m2 area
associated with the construction of two houses on former
forestry land. The area was considered sensitive as it was
within 200m of a prehistoric cairn with other possible cairns
(clearance) noted nearby. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Grant and Geoghegan

Elchies
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 2160 4592 Corshelloch A small building and curvilinear
enclosure. The single room building, which is shown as
unroofed on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps, measures c11
x 4.5m. The enclosure joins the building at its SW and NE
corners and measures c7m E–W.
NJ 2099 4587 Corshelloch A substantial farmstead, which
is shown on the 1st and 2nd Edition OS maps, which had fallen
out of use and was shown as unroofed on the 2nd Edition map.
The c23 x 5m E–W orientated building was built of granite and
originally had two cells, with a third being added to join this
building to the N–W range. The c26 x 3m N–S orientated byre
appears to have had stone foundations and turf walls.
NJ 2116 4580 Corshelloch A small, irregular enclosure with
turf banks located on a platform overlooking the burn.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Elchies
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 1998 4448 Hillhead Small peat head standing c100m NE
of a former enclosure and possibly associated with it.
NJ 1995 4506 – NJ 1980 4470 Hillhead The highest part of
the track (all of which is shown on the 1st Edition OS map)
survives as a very obvious hollow-way. Lower down there is
evidence of the track having been widened by more recent
wheeled transport, though the whole length may have been
used for carts in the past.
NJ 2144 4455 – NJ 2186 4421 Lynes This cart track is shown
on the 1st Edition OS map and starts from an extant gateway on
the edge of forestry grounds. However, after c100m its course
appears to diverge from the course recorded on the map and
seems to follow the line of a plantation boundary.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Mortlach
Glenfiddich Distillery
Evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NJ 32669 41171(centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 11–12 September 2013, prior to the construction
of a new distillery building. A total of eight trenches, each
50m long and 2m wide, were excavated and covered 5% of the
1.6ha development area. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mott MacDonald and William Grant and Sons Ltd

Rafford
Altyre Dairy
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 0343 5456 A watching brief was carried out on 10 July 2013
during ground-breaking work associated with the construction
of a new dairy shed. The removal of introduced topsoil and
made ground up to 0.7m in depth across the development area
revealed no significant archaeological features or finds.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Grant and Geoghagen

Rathven
Aultmore Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4219 5750 – NJ 4227 5732, NJ 4219 5750 – NJ 4223 5727,
NJ 4198 5710 – NJ 4187 5727, NJ 4160 5682 – NJ 4099 5673,
NJ 4100 5672 – NJ 4109 5674 Millstone Hill A number of
hollowed tracks, some depicted on the 1st Edition OS map. The
current tracks, which are wide enough for wheeled vehicles,
may follow the route of pre-modern hollow-ways.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
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Rothes
Rothes
Walkover survey
Lynne McKeggie and Emma Malone – Highland Archaeology
Services
NJ 2356 4841 A walkover survey was carried out, 13–14
December 2012, prior to the construction of a new estate road
on the Rothes Forest Estate. Previously identified features
were recorded, but no significant new archaeological features
were recorded.
Archive: HAS. Report: Highland HER
Funder: The Rothes Forest Estate

Teindland
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following feature was recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3091 5437 – NJ 3118 5356 Wood of Orton This track does
not appear on the 1st Edition OS map and was presumably out of
use by that date. The track, which bridges a number of gullies,
follows the same contour and seems to have been designed for
the transport of reasonably heavy loads. It is possible that it
may have been used in the illicit whisky trade. The route would
have linked Speyside to the coast near Garmouth and the value
of the trade may have warranted the expense of constructing
this sophisticated track. Interesting comparisons may be made
with 18th-century military roads and it is possible the track
dates to this period. The relationship between the track and
other features in the wood also support an 18th-century date.

NJ 2928 5698 – NJ 2889 5659 Aultonside A substantial
curving linear bank which may have been a head dyke for the
fermtoun of Aulton.
NJ 3012 5542 Bogincur A large cairn, c13m in diameter and
c1.5m high, composed of small to medium stones. A robber
hole has been dug on the top of the cairn.
NJ 3038 5527 – NJ 3019 5521 Upper Inchberry A premodern hollow-way.
NJ 3007 5490 – NJ 2961 5502 Carraburn A lade which is
partly shown on the 1st Edition OS map. This lade (and the one
noted below) would have moved water from Ladies Moss and
appears to head past and E of Carraburn.
NJ 2965 5507 – NJ 2942 5520 Carraburn A lade built to
move water from Ladies Moss.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Spynie
Newton
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 16 63 A mica schist rotary quern was recovered after forestry
ploughing at Newton. It is discoidal with slightly convex edges
and a gently rounded underside. It seems it was intended as an
upper stone for a disc quern, as there is a conical hopper on this
surface (D 50mm), but before a handle socket was created it
was converted into a lower stone. The dished grinding surface
shows that it saw extensive wear. Diameter 405 x 400mm;
height 70mm; cylindrical spindle socket, 18-25mm diameter.
Retained by finder – details with NMS

Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rothes/Speymouth/St Andrews–Lhanbryd
Teindland Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 2914 5779 – NJ 2917 5787 – NJ 2936 5779 Badentinan A
substantial early plantation bank with a ditch on the N side of
its northern section, which appears on the 1st Edition OS map,
but had been superseded at that time by the present woodland
boundary.
NJ 2917 5789 – NJ 2920 5796 Badentinan A denuded
boundary bank and ditch noted as a civil boundary on the 1st
Edition OS map.
NJ 2924 5789 Badentinan A substantial quarry stretches W
into a wood from the present woodland boundary.
NJ 2917 5789 Badentinan A boundary pillar set along a civil
boundary.
NJ 2952 5711 – NJ 2928 5698 Aultonside A linear bank which
survives as a slight bank with river cobbles at its E end and as
a substantial earth bank further W. The bank might relate to
the fermtoun of Aulton, a plantation shown on the 1st Edition
OS map, or as it encloses a substantial area of haughland, premodern water management.
NJ 2928 5698 – NJ 2932 5697 Aultonside A water channel
that would have moved water from a present ford located
behind an area of haughland lying behind the bank noted
above. The channel could have helped to flood and drain the
area as required.

A mica schist rotary quern, Newton. Drawing: Alan Braby
Quarrywood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
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strategy as described under Kirkhill, Aberdeen City. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 1841 6414 – NJ 1855 6414 Quarrywood A hollow-way of
apparent cart width.
NJ 1860 6380 – NJ 1888 6363 Quarrywood Two almost
parallel hollow-ways, which form one hollow-way
approximately halfway along their recorded course, appear to
be heading towards Quarrywood Castle from the direction of
Elgin.
NJ 1804 6338 (centred on) Quarrywood Hill A group of
small quarry pits which probably predate the major quarrying
activity recorded on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 1852 6350 (centred on) Quarrywood Hill A group
of small quarry pits which do not appear on OS maps and
presumably predate them.
NJ 1922 6321 – NJ 1929 6338 Oak Wood A very substantial
bank and ditch whose course can be traced by the line of the
ditch S of the present woodland boundary. At its maximum
the bank is c7m wide, the ditch 2m wide and the height from
the base of the ditch to the top of the bank c2m. There is a
gap through the bank ditch near the middle of its recorded
course. This substantial feature is not shown on the 1st Edition
OS map.
NJ 1878 6363 Quarry Wood A pit, c5 x 1.5m, with upcast
on its N side, may have been a saw pit during the mid-19th
century, when the area was covered by mature trees.
Archive: Moray and Aberdeenshire Council HER and Forestry
Commission, Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

St Andrews–Lhanbryd
Elgin Business Park
Evaluation
Jake Steatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 2448 6196 An evaluation was carried out, 11–16 February
2013, on land adjacent to a known cropmark site prior to
development work at Elgin Business Park. A single large pit of
indeterminate date was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Springfield Properties Ltd

NORTH AYRSHIRE
Dreghorn
Wheatrig Farm, Kilmaurs
Watching brief
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 39765 42605 A watching brief was carried out in July
2013 during ground-breaking works associated with the
construction of two wind turbines. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Arcus Renewable Energy Consulting Ltd

Kilmory
Arran Overhead Line
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 90017 34092, NR 92856 33181, NR 91674 33505 and NR
91442 33467 Watching briefs were undertaken on 22 June
2013 during the excavation of two pole trenches (NR 92856
33181 and NR 91674 33505) and a stay trench (NR 91442
33467) during the refurbishment of power lines around the
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edges of Machrie Moor. Nothing of archaeological significance
was recorded in any of the trenches.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: SSE

NORTH LANARKSHIRE
Cumbernauld
Westerwood, Cumbernauld
Evaluation
Liam McKinstry – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 76500 77000 (centred on) An evaluation was carried
out, 23–26 September 2013, prior to proposed development
work. A total of 38 trenches covering 3728m² (8%) of the
area were excavated. The only features recorded were
truncated agricultural furrows and a series of modern pipes
and drains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barratt Homes

Old Monkland
M8 Enabling Works, Coatbridge
Watching brief
Don Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 72498 62596 A watching brief was undertaken, 9 April
– May 2013, ahead of road improvements at the M8/A725
Shawhead Junction. The removal of topsoil from areas to
the SE of the junction to provide compound areas and access
tracks exposed areas of clay subsoil and evidence of 19th-/20thcentury disturbance associated with the coal mining industry.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forkers Ltd on behalf of Transport Scotland

ORKNEY
Birsay and Harray
Marwick
Evaluation
Rosalind Aitken and Christopher Gee – ORCA
A walkover survey was undertaken, 12–13 June 2012, on the
site of the Marwick water pipe replacement scheme. The
survey identified the following previously unrecorded sites;
enclosures (HY 24104 24599 and HY 23010 24830), farmsteads
at Crook (HY 235756 24661) and Midhouse (HY 23010 24830),
two dykes (HY 23058 24787 – HY 22984 24734 and HY 23532
25392 – HY 23497 25304), a possible standing stone (HY 23361
25188) and a flagstone (HY 23598 24757).
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Scottish Water

Marwick
Watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Christopher Gee – ORCA
HY 23080 24788 and HY 24109 24605 A watching brief was
undertaken, 10 October – 13 November 2012, on the site of
the Marwick water pipe replacement scheme. Three features
of archaeological interest were observed on the N side of
Langskaill Farm; a small sub-oval pit, an oval pit with evidence
of in situ burning which may represent a truncated scoop
hearth, and a possible posthole.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Scottish Water
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Cross and Burness
Howar, Sanday
Evaluation
Rosalind Aitken and Catherine Parker – ORCA
HY 617 372 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 28–30
June 2013, on the proposed site of a new house, garage and
access road. Ten trenches were excavated across the proposed
development area. A layer of windblown sand (0.1>1.2m)
underlay turf and topsoil. Buried soils were found beneath the
sand in all trenches. The sporadic presence of charcoal, shell
and small fragments of animal bone in these soils suggest they
reflect the spreading of midden material on cultivated land. In
most trenches only a single buried soil was encountered, with
the following exceptions.
Trench A A sequence of banded deposits c0.5m thick
(max), probably representing deposits of midden material,
was located underlying windblown sand. A prehistoric pot
fragment was retrieved from these deposits.
Trench B Three pit-like features were located. One had a
small animal (?piglet/dog) burial in the upper fill. These may
be at a depth which will not be affected by the development
and were not further investigated at this stage.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Elisa Gava and David Williams

Eday
Green
Excavation
Mick Miles – BEVARS
HY 56971 28987 A seventh and final season of work at this
Neolithic settlement site took place over two periods of six
weeks, 19 May – 28 June and 14 July – 25 August 2013. The
main aims were to complete the excavation of Structures 1
and 2; to establish the full extent of Structure 3 and to extend
the trench to the N to expose the whole of the structure; to
investigate the nature and function of Structure 3; to investigate
Structure 4; to investigate the gully separating Structures 1
and 3 from Structures 2 and 4; to try and establish cross site
stratigraphy between the various structures and the gully; to
continue the programme of environmental sampling of all
contexts; to try to determine the nature, extent, sequence and
dating of the later intrusions into the Neolithic archaeology;
to look for evidence of any activity prior to the construction of
the Neolithic buildings.
In Structure 1 the point where the two main runnels crossed
each other was excavated and it was found that one had been
blocked off and replaced by the one leading from Structure
3. This confirmed the presumed sequence and proved that
Structures 1 and 3 had been in use simultaneously. A small
bowl-shaped scoop in the upper room was also excavated. This
was found to contain the remains of a crushed pot, possibly a
storage jar.
In Structure 2, a large red sandstone block lying in the
interior was lifted. Beneath it was the same mixture of building
rubble and midden that was found across the whole interior of
this structure. This material was removed and four stoneholes
were found, two of these contained the remains of probable
stone packing. The stoneholes were set symmetrically in pairs,
c1.8m apart on either side of a room c3.2m long x 2.8m wide
and could possibly be the remains of bed boxes.
There was no evidence for any further surviving parts of
this structure. There was however one stone abutting the
stonehole on the NW side that appeared to be a continuation
of the wall going off at a slightly different angle, suggesting
that the NE pair of stoneholes may have been placed at the

pinched midpoint of a two room building. It now seems
probable that Structure 2 was a house, although there was no
trace of a hearth and no material relating to its use was found.
The material overlying Structure 2 has been interpreted as
being a mixture of midden and building rubble.
A limited amount of work was carried out on the central part
of the gully between Structures 1 and 2. This work confirmed
that the gully was a well built stone-lined drainage channel
with a cover consisting of large well laid sandstone flags. It
is probable that they also served as a pathway in an earlier
phase of the site, as the stones were contiguous with other
stones forming paving in one of the doorways of Structure 3.
This paving continued on the SE side of the gully for a short
distance towards Structures 2 and 4 where it was truncated by
the supposed quarrying cut. The paved gully cover was seen to
continue to the NE corner of the extended trench, separating
Structures 3 and 4 and defining the outer face of their walls.
In the part of the gully that was excavated, evidence for part
of a small stone-lined and covered drain was noted overlying
the gully cover. Only a short section of this feature survived
running around the outer wall of Structure 2. Unfortunately
this feature and the adjacent area were badly damaged from
above by a post-medieval pit. Although not directly linked, it
is possible it would have been crossed by the nearby stone
pathway leading from the S entrance to Structure 3 through
the remains of, and over the surviving wall of the demolished
Structure 1.

View from the N showing Structure 4 left centre and Structure 2
top right with the stone covered gully in foreground
Only a small part of Structure 4 was seen, lying between the
gully and the E side of the trench under which it continued.
Like Structure 2, it had been damaged by quarrying and had
probably also lost an entire room. The mid points of both
buildings were clearly established and there was a gap of c2m
between them and presumably one structure had followed the
other.
The outer face of the wall was formed of large sandstone
slabs which also defined the side of the gully. The inside wall
was probably built of similar slabs, although only one survived
in the trench, together with a contiguous stonehole which
formed part of the edge of the truncation. The wall was infilled
with sandy clay. There were two stoneholes for on edge stones,
one of which retained its packing, set at right angles to the
wall. These were 1.8m apart and may have formed the ends of
a bed box. The SW stonehole which contained the packing was
about 1.2m long. Within the building it turned at right angles
and continued for a short distance to the NE with packing for
another on edge slab.
Adjacent to these stoneholes was a hearth measuring 1.2 x
0.6m internally. The trench was extended 1m to the E and 2m
N–S to expose the whole of this feature. It was placed centrally
just inside the upper room and had an almost exact length to
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Post-excavation view from the NE of Structure 3, with Structure 1 visible to top and Structure 2 and gully top left
width ratio of 2:1 as did the hearth in Structure 3. Like the
hearth in Structure 3 and possibly the later hearth in Structure
1, it appeared to have had a dual function. At its SW end there
was a flat hearth plate with no evidence of burning, whilst the
NE end was deeper and had hosted fires, the ashes from which
appeared to have spread suggesting it had been regularly
raked out. The hearth in Structure 1 had hearth plates at both
ends, only one of which had hosted a fire, whilst the hearth
in Structure 3 had a series of large deep pits for fires at one
end and smaller, shallower pits at the other. Also like the other
hearths all the side slabs had their lower edges bevelled to
facilitate their placement into the ground. There were layers
of surviving occupation material up to 60mm deep across the
floor of Structure 4.
The major part of the work in 2013 was the excavation of
Structure 3, a large Neolithic stone building. The internal
dimensions of the building were 9 x 4.75m and there were two
rooms separated by large on edge slabs set into the walls on
either side. Apart from some minor disturbance to the W the
internal walls of Structure 3 formed a complete circuit of the
building. Only the bottom two courses survived but they were
well built using mostly large red sandstone slabs up to a metre
in length. Many of these had been dressed with facial pecking
and in at least one case this pecking had given the facing a neat
curvature that matched the layout of the wall.
The newly exposed upper NE room proved to be in better
condition than the lower room and it was covered by a
substantial pile of stone debris. In the upper part of this
material was a setting of two in situ slabs at 90° to each other
together with a similar but slightly displaced slab on top of
the rubble. All three stones were 0.65m long by 0.15m high.
Within this setting was a circular pit that had been dug through
the rubble and occupation levels into the natural. The pit was
empty. It is possible to speculate that this was a robbed out
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Bronze Age cist built into an existing stone mound.
The rubble consisted of flat thin sandstones, mostly broken
and some with evidence of knapping, patches of clay and large
red sandstone slabs similar to those in the walls. The thin slabs
were spread across the floor and many were embedded in the
occupation layers. The clay was similarly spread across the
interior whilst the sandstones were found lying in proximity
to the walls. This would suggest that the building had a stone
roof with clay caulking which had collapsed, bringing down
part of the walls with it. The removal of the rubble revealed
only small patches of in situ paving. This suggests that the
building had been abandoned and stone removed prior to the
collapse of the structure.
There were at least two layers of occupation in the upper
room and these were extensively sampled. There were also a
number of features cut into the natural below. These included
several pits, a runnel, stoneholes for a rectangular structure
and a hearth.
The hearth was set entirely within the upper room and close
to the midpoint of the structure. It consisted of four large grey
sandstone slabs forming a 1.5 x 0.75m rectangle. These were
set inside a large pit, cut into the natural boulder clay and held
in place by clay packing. It became apparent that each end had
its own pit and that the SW end of the hearth had been used
for fires whilst the NE end had possibly been used as a place
to keep things warm. There was some evidence of re-cutting
of pits within the hearth and charcoal and ash were also noted
in the deposits around it.
There was a rectangular feature set against the wall to the NW
of the hearth. It was formed of two stoneholes for substantial
on edge slabs and the central division slab set into the wall.
It was c2m long by 1m wide. Both stoneholes retained their
packing. Traditionally such a feature would be interpreted as
a bed box however this is by no means certain. To the NE of
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the rectangular feature was a further long cut but no function
could be ascribed to it. Around the upper parts of the building
were a number of pits and scoops. Immediately adjacent to the
NE end of the hearth was a large flat red sandstone boulder
sitting in a shallow pit. The upper face of the boulder was
pecked all over, as if it was intended to be used as a quern,
although there was no sign of it having been utilised.
A runnel which could have served as drainage started at
the highest point at the NE end of the interior and ran just
inside the SE wall of the upper room. About halfway along it
curved in about a metre towards the centre of the room before
continuing SW into the lower room. It is likely that the runnel
was covered, but only one possible covering stone survived.
In the gap between the runnel and the wall were seen several
small circular depressions in the floor up to 100mm in diameter
and no deeper than 80mm. It is feasible that they may have
derived from posts or from the legs of timber structures or
furniture.
There were a number of features running across the
midpoint of the building between the dividing slabs set into
the walls. The arrangement of the features all but separated
the two rooms from each other. There would have been no
access between the rooms on the NW side of the hearth, whilst
to the SE there was just a small gap of c0.5m between the
hearth and a square posthole about 100mm across. The runnel
passed through this gap into the lower room which stepped
down a level.
It was not possible to fully excavate the lower room in the
time available. Material from the collapse of the building was
similar to that found in the upper room but had been subjected
to a great deal of later activity. Several pits were cut in from
above and some stone had probably been quarried away.
Some of this later activity was probably not prehistoric.
On the SE side of the room there was an irregular clay lined
feature formed of thin on edge stones. This feature was also
cut into the rubble and was probably later prehistoric. Two
flaked stone bars and a red sandstone cobble with a large
cup mark were within the feature and three ard points found
adjacent to it. One ard point was of particular note. The stone
was volcanic, appeared to have been polished and was a very
good match for a modified polished stone axe found close by
in the ploughsoil in 2010.
The larger of the pits was situated in the centre of the room.
It had been cut deeply into the layers below the rubble and
through at least one and probably two layers of paving. It
had also gone into a stone covered drain that appeared to be
coming from the same direction as the runnel in the upper
room and heading towards the drain that entered Structure 1
in the S doorway.
A little to the SW of this pit was a feature that was sealed
beneath the rubble. This was a clay lined stone feature formed
of thin side slabs and the base was formed of a single large
grey sandstone flag measuring 1.2 x 0.5m. This stone sloped
down significantly towards the centre of the room. The feature
could have served to hold water but its function is otherwise
unknown. It was also seen to cut into an earlier larger feature
which in turn had been cut through paving.
Elsewhere in the lower room some presumed patches of
occupation layers were seen and sampled as were some other
patches of possible paving but at differing heights. One of the
lowest of these patches appeared to be at the same level as the
paving in the SE doorway and the main gully cover outside the
building. It is probable that there were many phases of activity
associated with the interior of Structure 2 only some of which
have survived. It is also possible that some of the activity in the
lower room may predate Structure 3.
Further evidence of multiple phases is provided by the

Structure itself. Unusually the building had four doorways.
However, it is improbable that they were all in use at the same
time. There was one doorway in the centre of the upper NE
end of Structure 3 that appeared to be integral to the original
construction of the walls. At some point during the life of the
building this doorway was modified. The gap in the inside
wall was enlarged and the side slabs removed. The other three
doorways were located in the lower room, to the SW, S and SE.
The final piece of evidence for the prolonged use of the site
came from the construction cut for the whole of the Structure
3 building. The cut was clearly visible on the NW and SE sides
of the building. To the NW the cut was dug into a sandy clay
subsoil, whilst to the SE it was cut into the compacted sandy
clay infill behind the main wall of the gully and filled with
darker midden-like material. Significantly this cut truncated
the paving and side wall of the passage leading into the SE
doorway, which suggests that the paved passageway originally
led into some other structure that had been presumably
removed prior to the building of Structure 3. Intriguingly this
passageway appears to have been reused in the new building.
There were postholes for probable doorposts cut into both the
occupation deposits inside the inner doorway and also against
part of the passageway that appeared to have been rebuilt but
not repaved.
At the landowners request this was the final season of this
project. At completion the whole trench was covered over with
geotextile to preserve the remains and as far as was possible all
upstanding masonry was bolstered with sandbags The site was
due to be backfilled by the landowner using imported topsoil.
During the course of the seven seasons the area opened up
for excavation totalled c225m2. This represents just 25% of the
area of high geophysical responses first identified in 2006. What
this project has found undoubtedly represents a palimpsest
of Neolithic buildings and activity with many phases, some
possibly later prehistoric. A long period of post-excavation
work will be now required to analyse and integrate the
evidence from c500 contexts, associated drawings, paperwork
and photographs, several hundred environmental samples and
many thousands of finds. A programme of radiocarbon dating
has already been started and we are intending to produce a
monograph in due course.
Archive: To be arranged, currently with BEVARS
Funder: BEVARS

Firth
Damsay
Landscape, geophysics, surface and coastal survey, targeted
excavation
David Griffiths – University of Oxford
HY 3895 1422 Damsay is a small island in the Bay of Firth,
which has been uninhabited since the early/mid-19th century.
It is only accessible by boat at any stage of the tide, although
possible underwater features observed by the Rising Tide
project suggest it may once have been linked to Rendall Shore
by a low natural causeway, which may in earlier times have
been exposed at low tide (C Wickham-Jones, pers. comm.).
The island is composed largely of a low sandstone dome topped
with glacial deposits, with a flat area protruding towards the N.
It is currently entirely used for extensive sheep grazing and is
part of the Breckness Estate, to whom we are very grateful for
permission.
Damsay was evidently an important central place in the
medieval period and possibly as early as the Iron Age. It
receives several mentions in the Orkneyinga Saga, and was
the site of a major chiefdom residence in the Norse period.
The most famous Saga event to occur on the island was the
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murder in 1154 of Earl Erlend Haraldsson by Earls Rognvald
Kali Kolsson and Harald Maddarson. Damsay featured in Jo
Ben’s Description of Orkney (1529). The Chapel of St Mary,
the island’s only scheduled site, is associated with an eroding
mound on its NW tip. Nearby is a complex of roofless stone
buildings of the post-medieval period, including a two-storey
house, a walled inner and outer yard (the inner wall of which
part-consists of a gable end and side wall of an earlier, possibly
domestic, structure) and two cell-like dry stone duck-shooting
butts overlooking a small fresh water lochan bordering the
shore to the W. The buildings are situated at the W end of
an extensive stony settlement mound, aligned E–W across the
N end of the island, which is almost certainly multi-period in
origin and arguably consists of Iron Age, Viking and medieval
remains, although the suggestion that it conceals a broch
site (DES 2012, 131) is unsubstantiated. There are two stone
jetties of apparent medieval/post-medieval date at the NW
and SE ends of the island. The jetty at the SE end is currently
the main access point to the island and is a simple, straight,
stone platform. The jetty at the NW end (disused, seaweedinfested and in a state of partial collapse) is the larger and
more impressive of the two, consisting of massive blocks of
sandstone, and it part-encircles a bay on the NW side of the
island which may well have acted as a tidal harbour.
Recent concern over the eroded state of the scheduled mound
2949, associated with St Mary’s Chapel, has been noted both
by Wickham-Jones’s Rising Tide project and by Lynn (DES
2012, 131-3). OIC invited a team under the author’s direction to
undertake a landscape survey and a rescue excavation, 19–23
August 2013, of the eroded face of the chapel mound, on the
model previously undertaken by the Birsay Skaill Landscape
Archaeology Project at Marwick, Birsay (DES 2009). HS
granted SAM consent for a partial excavation and a Section
42 licence to Oxford University, following the completion of a
European protected species survey requested by SNH, which
showed that no such constraint existed.
Survey methods: The buildings, chapel site and associated
settlement mound were surveyed in close topographic detail
using a Leica Smartrover GPS system. In addition, 6.2ha
of the island was surveyed using two Bartington Grad 601

magnetometers, resulting in 58 full 30 x 30m grids and 22
partial grids. A Geoscan RM15 resistivity meter was used to
survey the full extent of the settlement mound at the N end of
the island and some discrete features elsewhere (14 full 30 x
30m grids).
Survey results: A Digital Terrain model is in preparation
for the northern side of the island (chapel and settlement
mound), plus discrete monuments elsewhere on the island.
A rapid coastal assessment was conducted and the sites
observed by Lynn (2012) ‘Structures B and C’ were visited,
photographed and re-surveyed, and several more were added.
There are clusters of small mounds, burnt areas and coastal
deposits of probable prehistoric date at the E and W tips of the
island, as well as kelping remains. Three low square banked
structures were observed in grassed areas towards the centre
of the island, each measuring c8 x 8m, and located at intervals
in a line E–W, intersecting with well-preserved remains of
field rigs. The central one of these square structures (at HY
3898 1389), at the highest point of the island, which had been
identified previously, has been suggested as a possible Norse
castle site (see Lynn DES 2012, 131-3).
Magnetometry and resistivity surveys showed the
settlement mound on the N of the island has considerable
archaeological potential. There were several other small
discrete features (including Lynn’s Structures B and C) which
showed up magnetically, indicating burning. The rest of the
island was generally magnetically very quiet, although the
extensive upstanding rig remains showed up as a background
pattern. Unfortunately, the small square structure previously
associated with a Norse castle (above) and two similar ones
identified in this survey, proved to have no magnetic or earthresistance character that might indicate any archaeological
potential, such as might be expected of a Norse structure.
These therefore are assumed to be the result of agricultural
activity in later, possibly recent, times. They may possibly be
the sites of temporary shelters used for shooting or animal
husbandry.
Excavation on SAM 2949: Just over 12m of the N-facing
erosion section of the scheduled mound on the NW tip of the
island was cleaned back, straightened and part-excavated. The

SAM 2949 excavation, final general shot looking S (Copyright University of Oxford)
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top of the exposed section rose at most to just under a metre
above the beach. The rubble, debris and topsoil in front of the
section, and built up on the storm beach, were removed and
the section cut back only as much as was necessary to clarify
the mound stratigraphy in a vertical section. This varied from
0.2–0.3m back from the slumped section. Bulk finds were
collected (principally bone and shell) and environmental
samples were taken. The section revealed several structural
features: a great deal of rubble slumped to the E in particular;
N–S walls; floors, and a midden-type layer. No finds, other
than bone and shell, were discovered.
In the E of the mound section the remains of a two-phase
wall were uncovered protruding nearly a metre out of the
section and running cN–S. This wall was built from thin,
faced flagstones held together with limestone mortar,
certainly in the second phase, and with limestone plaster on
one face. Approximately 0.75m W of this wall was an even
more fragmentary stretch of another N–S wall, suggesting a
N–S passageway. Between these two walls were at least two
superimposed layers of flagstone flooring and a possible underfloor drain, running N–S against the more western wall. The
foundations of both these walls were cut into the underlying
glacial till. To the E of the passageway walls the mound was
composed of building rubble, tailing away to the E. West of
the second wall, deposited above the till, the section showed a
2.5m long stretch of level midden material about 0.2m thick.
This midden contained plentiful peat ash, charcoal and animal
bone and underlay the remnants of another flagged floor. One
or two of the visible flags belonging to this floor were nearly
a metre long. Above the floor the mound was created of
abandonment infill and collapsed structural debris.
West of this flooring, bedded in midden material, at the end
of the mound, was a 1.5m wide stretch of a well built flagged
surface suggesting flooring. The lowest layer of flagging
remained firmly bedded into the till below the storm beach
and was revealed when a thin layer of stones and beach
gravel was removed in front of the section. This roughly
square section of flooring ran out from the section and looked
virtually undisturbed; it was 1.8m wide W–E with just over a
metre visible coming N–S out of the section. The flags were a
range of shapes and sizes, but cut to create a straight edge to
the area, and dominated by roughly square flags c0.5m wide.
Approximately 0.2m above this floor the remains of another
well constructed floor protruded from the section, laid over a
levelling layer of rubble, gravel and earth; there were hints of
a third layer of flags above that middle layer. The floors were
covered by the gravelly subsoil accumulation of collapse and
abandonment layers forming the upper part of the mound.
Animal bone preservation was good. Environmental
samples will be assessed for archaeobotanical evidence and
radiocarbon potential by Dr D Alldritt, Glasgow.
Archive: Oxford University. Report: HS, Orkney Museum and
RCAHMS
Funder: Oxford University and Orkney Islands Council

Firth/Stenness
Rising Tide
Landscape Survey including subsea
CR Wickham-Jones, S Dawson, R Bates, M Bates, D Huws and N
Nayling – University of Aberdeen, University of Dundee, University
of St Andrews, University of Wales Trinity Saint David and
University of Bangor
HY 387 141 and HY 294 131 (centred on) Work on Holocene
sea level change in Orkney indicates that relative sea levels
only reached their present position some 4000 years ago. This
project which was set up in 2005 aims to: construct a sea level

curve to provide detail of former changes in relative sea level
around Orkney; investigate the possibility that remains of past
human settlement might be preserved on the seabed.
The project combines different strands of work including
sediment coring, remote sensing, seismic survey, diving,
intertidal survey, palaeoenvironmental analysis on land,
in the intertidal zone and from submerged surfaces, aerial
photography, archive searches, and ethnoarchaeology.

Diver recording the Main Mound, Bay of Firth, Orkney
In April 2012 – March 2013 work focused on coring and diving
in the Bay of Firth with the following aims: Investigation of the
Main Mound site in order to determine possible anthropogenic
origin; trial of subsea vibrocore equipment in palaeo-landscape
and archaeological contexts; recovery of detail relating to
organic sediments below the present seabed, indicative of a
lake prior to inundation by the sea; reconstruction of Early
Holocene inundation sequence as it took place in the Bay of
Firth and production of palaeogeographic reconstruction as
inundation took place.
Preliminary results indicate that the Main Mound is natural
in origin. Work in 2014–5 will focus on the recovery of short
sediment cores from around the mound in order to ascertain
whether any evidence such as charcoal or micro-artefacts
exist, suggesting the possible human use of this prominent
place in the ancient landscape.
Trials of the vibrocore equipment were successful and further
work will be undertaken in 2014–5. Lake bed deposits rich in
mollusc remains exist beneath the marine sands recording the
flooding of the basin following sea level rise. The combination
of the high resolution seismic and dated cores allows a more
comprehensive framework for inundation of this part of the
Bay of Firth. As we are now able to provide a dated framework
for inundation in this part of the bay, current modelling of the
inundation process should add further insight to the exact
timing and mechanism of inundation.
Brief dives were made at Loch of Stenness on one of the
anomalies identified in 2011, a long mound to the N of the
Seatter embayment, to undertake a visual inspection. Results
support the seismic report from 2012 in suggesting that the
feature may be artificial in origin.
Archive: ADS, Orkney HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and Carnegie Trust

Holm
Graemshall, Holm
Walkover survey and watching brief
Rosalind Aitken and Christopher Gee – ORCA
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A walkover survey was undertaken, 13–14 June 2012, on
the Graemshall water pipe replacement scheme. Several
previously unknown sites were recorded within the corridor of
the proposed pipe trench – three mounds at HY 49368 01927,
HY 49144 01898 and HY 48947 01806; a dyke at HY 48847
01766 to HY 48847 01786; a causeway at HY 48892 01800 and a
concrete object at HY 48787 01760.
A series of watching briefs were carried out, 29 August
2012, 30 November 2012 and 4 December 2012, during the
excavation of test pits in areas which the walkover survey had
identified as potential archaeological sites. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were recorded.

anomaly identified on the SW side appears to derive from
the ditch fill and the ditch may have been recut on this side
only. Interestingly, the entire monument was made up of clay,
with an apparent decision not to use building stone as in most
Orcadian burial mounds. Excavations at Groups offered a rare
opportunity to investigate an extant square barrow which
survives as an upstanding earthwork and it is unfortunate
that no material suitable for dating was found. Only a broad
Pictish date can be assigned to the mound, on the basis of
topological comparisons with similar examples found in
mainland Scotland. The square barrow cemeteries at Groups
are the only examples currently known in Orkney.

Hoy and Graemsay

Kirkwall and St Ola

Hoy and Walls Landscape Project
Excavation
Daniel Lee – ORCA
HY 21813 04337 Excavations carried out, 9–14 September
2013, targeted one of the square barrows within the western
cemetery at Groups, Braebuster Hoy (HY20SW 42). This area
has been investigated using walkover and geophysical survey
(DES 2012, 134; 2011, 138). An evaluation trench (8.5 x 1.5m)
was excavated across the southern side of square barrow G8,
which has a square central mound and outer segmented bank
(c15m in diameter), with the aim of recovering material for
radiocarbon dating.
The trench revealed an outer bank which partly overlay
an internal ditch (c1.3 wide x 0.7m deep) around the central
mound. The bank (c1.5m wide x 0.47m high) was capped by
a layer of redeposited clay and appeared to be a later addition.
The ditch was recut, suggesting the monument had been
refurbished; however, no central or satellite burials were
found. Perhaps the mound was a cenotaph? A geophysical

Scapa Bay, Lingro
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
HY 43 09 Two Roman denarii were found by metal detecting,
one of Trajan, the other of Hadrian. The findspot is close to
the Broch of Lingro, where a scattered denarius hoard was
recovered among the outbuildings in antiquarian excavations;
it is possible that these are part of the same hoard.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

Archive: ORCA
Funder: Orkney Islands Council and Orkney Archaeology Society

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT216/12), allocated to Orkney
Museums

Upper Berryhill
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – ORCA
HY 41072 08528 A watching brief was carried out on 7
November 2012 during groundwork associated with the
construction of a wind farm. The site was considered sensitive
as it is close to the remains of a WW2 anti-aircraft battery.
Two c5.5m2 areas and a narrow trench were excavated for

Hoy and Walls Landscape Project: Section through the side of the Groups Square Barrow showing the ditch and clay bank, looking NE
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turbine bases and associated cables. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Historic Scotland, ORCA, Orkney HER and RCAHMS
Funder: D Leask

Lady
Meur Mound
Excavation
Catherine Parker – Sanday Archaeology Group
HY 74733 45810 A limited excavation was carried out, 3–10
September 2013, on a mound at the N end of the grounds of
Meur as part of ongoing community archaeological training
by Sanday Archaeology Group. The site was selected as it is
threatened by coastal erosion, which has already revealed
charcoal and shell-rich midden deposits on the W side of
the mound. It is located c50m N of the Meur burnt mound
(HY74NW 9).
A 6 x 4m trench was excavated on the summit of the mound,
revealing a suite of features. This included a collapsed wall
or stone bank, edge-set slabs, a cobbled area and a shallow
ditch infilled with midden-rich material. Preliminary findings
indicate these features overly earlier midden deposits. Finds
included prehistoric pottery fragments.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: C Parker

Orphir
Smoogro, Orphir
Walkover survey
Rosalind Aitken and Christopher Gee – ORCA
HY 36275 06286 A walkover survey was undertaken, 12–13
June 2012, along the route of a water pipe replacement scheme
at Smoogro, Orphir. The following previously unrecorded sites
were located: A 19th-century bridge (HY 35682 06358); a stone
built structure (HY 35726 07346); a mound (HY 35730 06359);
WW2I concrete structures (HY 35949 06515, HY 36641 06189,
HY 36789 06184 and HY 36770 06170); earthworks (HY 36854
06155, HY 36937 06106 and HY 35536 06283); a culvert (HY
36879 06148) and a dyke (HY 35990 06535).
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Scottish Water

Rousay and Egilsay
The Braes of Ha’Breck, Wyre
Excavation
Daniel Lee and Antonia Thomas – ORCA
HY 4375 2592 The final season of excavations was carried out
at the Early Neolithic settlement at Ha’Breck from 3–8 June
2013. In Trench A, the drains within House 5, which run from
beneath and around the central hearth to the S, were fully
excavated. Floor deposits in the D-shaped room at the southern
end of the building were excavated, revealing a bowl-shaped
pit in the SE corner. The pit contained numerous pieces of
wood charcoal. Externally, the drains either side of House 5
were fully excavated. On the western side below the remains
of an external hearth, a series of narrow interlinked drains ran
to the S. A short gully and pit was also found sloping into the
house adjacent to the NW internal orthostat (1203) which was
built into the main internal wall. On the eastern side, the main
drain that ran down the side of House 3 continued past House
5 to the S where it broadened.
In Trench B, the eastern end of the Early Neolithic stone
quarry discovered in 2011 (DES 2011, 134) was excavated. The
quarry (c0.9m deep) contained a similar sequence of lower

fills as those excavated in the section to the W in Trench E,
displaying a neatly cut stepped quarry face and flat base.
Trench F (5 x 2m) was opened between Trench A (houses)
and Trench E (quarry) to investigate an area of magnetic
enhancement shown in the results of the magnetometer
survey. No significant features or structures were encountered
and the magnetic anomaly corresponded to a thin subsoil
containing charcoal. Trench F confirmed that the house and
quarry/working surface areas were discrete zones in the
settlement.

Archive: ORCA
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Orkney Archaeology Society and
the Flaws family

The Knowe of Swandro
Evaluation
SJ Dockrill, JM Bond and R Maher – University of Bradford (SJD/
JMB) and Orkney College (RM)
HY 3753 2966 A team from the University of Bradford, Orkney
College (UHI), William Paterson University and City University
New York cleaned, recorded and sampled the site at Swandro,
23 June – 19 July 2013, as part of the ‘Orkney – Gateway to
the Atlantic Project’. The project aims to investigate and record
coastal sites in Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre which are threatened
by rising sea levels and coastal erosion. Work on the Knowe
of Swandro this year again concentrated on two areas, the
mound itself and the eroding beach deposits.
In the first season of the project, upright stones just visible
among the pebbles on the beach below the eroding site were
investigated and proved to be part of a series of structures and
features surviving beneath the storm beach (DES 2010, 123).
Subsequent investigation of this area has completely changed
our understanding of this enigmatic mound.
Initial clearance of the overlying beach material revealed the
remains of what appeared to be an Iron Age structure. This
was confirmed by an AMS radiocarbon date of 25BC–AD130
at 95% confidence for carbonised barley from a midden that
sealed flagging in one of the compartments. Work in 2012 (DES
2012, 135) enabled the nature of the erosion to be more fully
understood, indicating significant archaeological survival and
potential. It can now be seen that the sea has created terraces
or steps within the archaeological mound, with each of these
eroded scars being covered by redeposited beach material.
In 2011 on the NW side of the cleared surface, the remains
of a substantial and well built outer wall forming the arc of a
large circular building were revealed. Further clearance of the
beach material in 2012 showed that there was a series of three
substantial concentric outward facing walls, and the structure
appears to be a Neolithic chambered cairn, surrounded by
later settlement.
Work in 2013 concentrated on the continuation of the site to
the SE of the mound, extending towards the Norse house site
known as Westness. Investigation this year has demonstrated
a Late Iron Age and Pictish phase of Swandro, indicated by
cellular structures contained by the infilled remains of more
substantial Iron Age structures. Material recovered from
these structures included fragments of glass and copper alloy,
hammer scale, slag, vitrified material and a small copper alloy
projecting-headed pin. It can now be seen that the truncated
remains of the Norse hall of Westness clearly overlie the
Swandro Late Iron Age settlement.
On the beach close to the chambered cairn, the truncated
remains of the earliest Iron Age building (Structure 1) were
further investigated and found to contain an orthostat and
stone construction interpreted as an oven. This feature has a
close parallel with the 1st century BC oven excavated by the
authors in Structure 8 at Old Scatness, Shetland.
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Excavation of the shoreward part of the Swandro mound
continued in 2013 and indicated that stone from the upper
parts of the Neolithic chambered cairn had been robbed in
antiquity. Excavation identified shillet and midden deposits in
this area of disturbance, though the date of this activity has not
yet been established.

Archive and report: Orkney HER and RCAHMS (intended). Digital
records: ADS
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, University of Bradford, Orkney
College, City University of New York and William Patterson
University

South Ronaldsay
The Cairns, Windwick Bay
Excavation
Martin Carruthers – Orkney College, UHI
ND 4542 8688 Excavation work continued, 17 June – 12 July
2013, as part of ongoing research on the Orcadian Iron Age.
The main open area trench, c25 x 25m, was the focus of work
with an extension on the S side. The principal aims were to
extend understanding of a massive Atlantic roundhouse or
broch-like building (Structure A) that makes up a large part of
the mound, and to continue to investigate the area immediately
above a well preserved souterrain (Structure F).
Structure A, a monumental thick-walled roundhouse, c22m
in diameter, was further defined and explored. A trench
extension on the S side was dug to characterise the outer wall
face and the nature of deposits resting against it. This section
was designed to be contiguous with one made immediately
to the W in 2012. The 2013 trench recorded very substantial
walling composed of massive blocks, very neatly constructed.
Attempts to reach the base of this wall were abandoned when

The Cairns: Looking SE across the interior of the Broch to Windwick Bay
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part of a possible new structure were encountered. This was
well constructed using evenly coursed masonry, and the
presence of substantial uprights, radial to its inner wall face
seem to indicate internal partitions within a building. The
new structure was itself sealed by material banked against
the broch wall that is known to predate the establishment of
the Late Iron Age settlement on top of the broch. While this
structure therefore post-dates the construction of the broch
in stratigraphic terms, it is a very good candidate for an
extramural building associated with the period of the broch
and is certainly the earliest building so far identified on site,
after the broch itself.
The deposits on the inside of the broch were more
extensively sampled in 2013, with approximately a quarter of
the upper occupation deposits in the interior area of the broch
being investigated. A series of roughly flagged surfaces were
encountered interleaved with ashy deposits, some of which
were stratigraphically linked to focal points of burning that
had been observed, in previous seasons, to have scorched and
cracked the inner wall face of the broch. These burning events
that have occurred late in the life of the broch may have taken
place while the broch was unroofed, but before it was filled
with tons of rubble apparently derived from the reduction of
its upper superstructure. Most interestingly, the ashy deposits
contained a substantial and, for the Iron Age, unusual quantity
of fish bone, apparently mainly represented by head and
tail bones, itself a likely indicator of in situ processing, and
similarly substantial quantities of limpet shell indicating quite
intensive exploitation of the marine resource. Radiocarbon
dates obtained from the deposits below and above this
fishbone rich deposit indicate that it was probably formed
sometime between the later 1st and mid-2nd centuries AD. The
fish deposit provides good evidence of one of the activities
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under way within the broch, well within the Middle Iron Age,
but late in the life of the building itself. Only further excavation
of the broch interior will reveal whether this practice was a
one-off but intensive event, perhaps immediately prior to the
abandonment of the broch, or if this was more typical of the
range of uses the broch was being put to throughout its life.
Either way this fishbone provisionally appears to represent
quite unusual evidence for intensive and spatially focused fish
processing for the Scottish Atlantic Iron Age.
Towards the end of the excavation, on the lowest reached
surface within the broch a set of discrete features emerged,
these included a large roughly set hearth and other pit-like
features cut into the ashy-clay surface. A radiocarbon date
obtained from this surface indicated a date in the mid-1st to
mid-2nd century AD.
A radiocarbon date was obtained for a semi-articulated
cattle vertebra recovered from the surface of the uppermost
occupation deposit, which was sealed by rubble that had
been used to fill the broch interior at the very end of its use.
This date provides a very good indication of the timing of the
broch’s decommissioning and suggests this occurred between
AD71 and AD233. If confirmed, this end point is quite early in
relation to others in Atlantic Scotland, and raises interesting
questions about the particular development of the site, and
the causes and circumstances of broch abandonment more
broadly.
Work also continued to define the stratigraphic relationships
between the souterrain, Structure F and its possible above
ground contemporary counterpart, Structure G. The area
containing this putative roundhouse was explored and while
the walls seem to have been badly disturbed by later building
activity and middening, a well constructed hearth, internal
divisions or kerbing and floor deposits were well preserved.
The souterrain would have been entered from the northern
part of the above ground building close to its inner wall face
in a position and manner seen in other Orcadian souterrains/
earthhouses. The possible roundhouse was confirmed as
having been deliberately infilled with midden, probably
derived from Late iron Age house, Structure E, immediately
to the NW. This infill also seems to have sealed the entrance
to the souterrain at the same time. Finds from Structure G
included a well-preserved set of iron shears.
The infill deposits from the souterrain were excavated from
the point where the passage connected up to the chamber
(the reused entrance passage of the broch). These deposits
contained a concentrated mass of burnt material and burnt bone
that may represent some kind of deliberate deposit, perhaps
even cremation remains, made at the decommissioning of the
souterrain, which at this stage is thought to have occurred
between the 4th and 6th centuries AD.
Work also continued on the later post-broch suite of
buildings and activity areas in the northern area of the main
trench. Attention focused on Structure C, ‘the workshop’, and
Structure B, a complex multi-phase arrangement of rectilinear
and cellular wall lines, features and adjoining rooms or, more
probably, entire buildings.
Archive: Orkney HER and Orkney Museums Service (intended)
Funder: Orkney Islands Council and Orkney College UHI

Stenness
Ness of Brodgar
Excavation
Nick Card – ORCA and Orkney College, UHI
HY 303 129 Further investigation of the large Late Neolithic
complex on the Ness of Brodgar was undertaken, 15 July – 23
August 2013, in order to characterise more of the structures

and activity on the site. Relationships between some of the
structures were clarified and a stringent sampling procedure
was implemented for tackling the floor deposits. Micromorphic
samples were also taken through floor and midden deposits.
In Structure 1 internal floor deposits consisted of extensive
occupation layers and discrete patches of occupation and
clay floor material around the central hearth and abutting the
piers. Small box sections excavated for soil micromorphology
sampling revealed a complex floor stratigraphy, c0.13–0.23m
thick, consisting of numerous thin occupation and clay floor
layers. Externally, excavations on the W side revealed that
Structure 1 was built on a sequence of midden and levelling
layers (0.52m thick) which seal glacial till. A section through
the paving in the intramural passage on the E side of Structure 1
demonstrated that Structure 19 was constructed later than
Structure 1. The passage is underlain by a stone-lined drain.
To the S of Structure 1, extensive dumps of ashy midden
had been heaped around a large orthostat which is aligned
on the S entrance. The midden heap also sealed rubble and
irregular structural remains which have yet to be excavated.
This rubble continued below Structure 11 and this building
was constructed at this level. Last season it was established
that Structure 21 was constructed just after Structure 1 and
more of this building was exposed in 2013. This included the
remains of an inner wall face.
The majority of Structure 7 was removed to investigate the
underlying remains of Structure 19. Following the excavation
of the remaining quadrants of levelling material around the
Structure 7 hearth, the hearth itself was removed, revealing
an earlier hearth directly below. A possible oven, containing
burnt stone, with a flue, was found to the N of the later central
hearth. Along with the oven to the S excavated in 2012, the
northern oven and sequence of hearths indicates varied
and perhaps intensive use of this area (large-scale cooking).
Structure 19, and later Structure 7 above, was of piecemeal
construction and modification as this area developed, and
probably never roofed.
Excavation within the previously exposed NNE portion of
Structure 8 was limited to half sectioning the SSW portion of
the central hearth, in order to expose burnt deposits suitable
for archaeomagnetic dating. The floor deposits in this area of
the structure were left in situ until the rest of the structure has
been fully exposed.
In the SSW portion of Structure 8, deposits associated with
the initial dismantling and decommissioning of the structure
were removed. These deposits consisted of interleaved
deposits of demolition rubble, including further evidence of
dressed roofing stones and deposits of midden material, and
sealed floor deposits associated with the use of Structure 8. A
further rectangular hearth was partially exposed, which was
offset from the central axis of the building, towards Recess 7.
In the central area of the SSW portion of Structure 8, a large
mound of secondary in situ burnt deposits was revealed,
which measured 3m NNE–SSW by 2.2m WNW–ESE. This
mound of burnt material is unusual, as it does not appear to
be associated with a formalised hearth setting at this level.
The sequence of deposits infilling Structure 8 were block
sampled for soil micromorphology.
Deposits overlying the outer passageway of Structure 10 were
excavated, in order to clarify the stratigraphic relationships
between deposits that were infilling Structure 8 and the outer
passageway of Structure 10.
In the Central Midden Area between Structures 8 and 12,
excavation was limited to clarifying the relationships between
a deposit of trample, midden deposits, two clay surfaces and
the annexe of Structure 12.
Work in Structure 10 further explored its interior and
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sequence. Features and deposits relating to the secondary
cruciform shaped central chamber were investigated, and
removed including several orthostatic arrangements. The two
surviving SW and NE later corner buttresses were partially
removed. Under the NE one a six knobbed carved stone
ball was discovered, while under the SW one a large and
elaborately decorated stone block was revealed. Both seem to
have formed part of a foundation deposit associated with the
secondary reconstruction and remodelling of the interior of
Structure 10. The floor of this secondary use sat on a thick,
very mixed rubble and clay deposit that is presumed to seal
the primary deposits that relate to its original square plan
with rounded corners. More of the robber trench infill was
removed, particularly around the SE corner, to confirm the
original square plan of the interior.

the Ness of Brodgar sits. The mound is clearly defined on its E
and S sides, blends into the natural slope on its W side and is
partly truncated by the road on its N side. The trench, which
was placed to intersect two concentric curvilinear features
and a possible enclosure identified through geophysics,
measured 7 x 15m and was aligned with its long axis cN–S. The
curvilinear features were thought to be revetment walls, which
raised the possibility that the mound was a chambered tomb.
Accordingly, the principal objective of the excavation was to
define the date and type of the mound.
The excavation revealed that the mound (at least in the
upper levels so far encountered) was constructed from vast
amounts of midden material. A significant later remodelling of
the mound was represented by the construction of a revetment
wall built to contain a large quantity of rubble and stony soil
that seems to form a collared platform around the mound. The
midden mound is likely to be Neolithic in date; the date of the
remodelling of the mound is uncertain but presumed to be
Late Neolithic. Evidence for robbing of the stony platform was
provided by a large quarry pit that produced some fragments
of iron.
More samples for archaeomagnetic dating were taken from
hearths in Structures 8, 12, 14 and 16 by Dr Cathy Batt and
Dr Zoe Outram of Bradford University with support from
the British Academy. To accompany the large catalogue of
Neolithic art already discovered many other examples were
revealed and catalogued this season, taking the total number
discovered to date to 670.
Report: Orkney HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Orkney College UHI, Robert Kiln
Trust, Orkney Archaeology Society, Orcadian, British Academy and
Currie Brothers

Work in progress on Structure 12, Ness of Brodgar
With the removal last year of the upper mass fill layers in
Structure 12 deposits were reached that signified a later
phase of reuse of the building. A large hearth was revealed in
the S half of the building in association with a large spread of
cattle bone. A large number of stone roofing slates were also
recovered from the interior. In its primary phase Structure
12 had an entrance in its NW corner, and internal buttresses
at both ends. This entrance was then blocked and a new
narrow entrance was ‘punched’ through its N end when the
annexe/porch arrangement was added. The annexe utilised
walling from at least two earlier structures that underlie
Structure 12.
Work on Structure 14 was confined to its interior floor
deposits which were gridded and sampled. The complexity
of the floors necessitated two narrow sondage trenches being
excavated across them in order illuminate their stratigraphy.
These revealed a sequence of numerous floors and potential
phases.
Trench T was opened for the first time in 2013. The trench
was placed to investigate a c45m diameter mound (HY31SW
20) that rests upon the eastern tip of the spit of land upon which
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Ness of Brodgar
Excavation
Lisa-Marie Shillito – University of Edinburgh
HY 2945 1335 Samples were collected in August 2013 from
midden deposits at the Ness of Brodgar for micromorphology
and phytolith analysis. The aims of this pilot project are to
investigate differences in activities occurring in different
parts of the site, and to investigate the types of plants being
used for food and fuel. This will be achieved by combining
microscopic analysis of midden stratigraphy with analysis of
plant microfossil remains. This combination of methods has
been successfully applied to Neolithic sites in other parts of the
world, but so far has not been applied in the UK. Preliminary
assessment of material in the field indicated a high potential
for excellent preservation of microscopic features, and full
analysis will be undertaken in 2014.
Report: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. Digital data: ADS
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland and the Orkney
Archaeology Society

Ness of Brodgar Passing Place
Watching brief and excavation
Dave Reay – ORCA
HY 30243 12941 A watching brief and evaluation trenching
were carried out, 1 July – 23 October 2013, during works to
improve access at the entrance of the Ness of Brodgar site
and the construction of a passing place on the NE side of the
Brodgar to Stenness road.
The entrance works consisted of the machine excavation of
an access ramp, which measured a maximum of 9.6m NW–SE
by 6.5m NE–SW, and the area was excavated to a depth of 0.6m
below the present ground level. This work revealed a series of
ash-rich clayey silt midden deposits which sloped downwards
to the NE. The upper surface of the underlying glacial till was
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Discussing sampling strategy during excavations at Ness of Brodgar
undulating and appeared to be truncated, possibly by a wide,
shallow cut feature. This feature measured 3m NE–SW, was
>0.2m deep, and contained two fills derived from dumps of
ash-rich midden comparable to the overlying deposits. The full
extent and depth of the cut was not revealed, as this feature
was below the formation depth of the access ramp.
The passing place was 12m long by 3.6m wide, with 12m
tapers at either end. Prior to the construction of the passing
place, four test pits were excavated within the development
footprint. The test pits were hand excavated down to the
formation depth (0.6m) of the passing place, or to the first
significant archaeological horizon. The exception to this was
TP2 to the NW, which was machine excavated to a depth
of 1.1m to allow a new water main to be augured under the
existing road. In Test Pits 2, 3 and 4 significant archaeological
deposits were revealed between 0.55m and 0.7m below the
present ground level. These consisted of deposits of ash-rich
midden, and possible cut features, which were further revealed
during the watching brief phase (see below).
A large wall was revealed in TP5 to the SE. A 12m NW–SE by
2.7m (maximum) wide area was subsequently hand excavated
to reveal the extent of this structure, within the boundaries of
the development. The wall was aligned WNW–ESE, measured
>6.4m long by 3.2m wide, and survived to a maximum
depth of 0.42m. The external wall face was remarkably well
constructed, using neatly faced, quarried flagstone in regular
0.06m thick courses. This wall face survived to a maximum
of five courses, and was constructed on a stepped foundation
which was built with large tabular flagstone. The wall face had
been truncated in the vicinity of the existing road. Two parallel
walls were present 1.6m and 2.8m respectively to the SSW of
the outer wall face, which both had rough faces to the SSW.
These two walls appeared to be integral to the construction

of the structure, and were probably retaining walls, given the
relatively poor quality of the masonry. Two small investigative
slots were excavated through wall core deposits to characterise
these layers. The wall core deposits appeared to be derived
from a mixture of horizontally orientated large flagstone
rubble, redeposited midden, and debris from dressing stone
(small angular flagstone chips, some with pronounced bulbs
of percussion).
A further deposit of horizontally orientated flagstone rubble
was revealed to the SW of the wall. It was unclear if this was
a further deposit of wall core for a structure outside of the
development area. The wall sealed the fill of an irregular cut
feature to the NW, this cut a layer of mid–reddish brown clayey
silt midden, which was evident beneath the wall in all exposed
areas.
The construction method for the SW 12m of the development
area was altered to allow the in situ preservation of these
significant structural remains. The remainder of the passing
place was reduced down to 0.6m below present ground level.
Deep topsoil deposits sealed a layer of redeposited glacial clay,
which became thicker downslope to the NE. This context
sealed the fills of two large cut features. The fills of these two
features were very similar. One measured 6.2m NW–SE by
>3.5m and was >0.3m deep; the other was 7.5m NW–SE by
>3.5m and >0.65m deep. The full extent of these features was
not revealed and they were were preserved in situ. They have
tentatively been interpreted as quarry pits.
Very few finds were recovered, with only small fragments
of burnt bone, burnt stone and a single sherd of prehistoric
pottery from the archaeological deposits, and a struck flint
from the topsoil overlying the main wall.
The quality of the masonry and the stepped foundation
bears similarities to some of the structures at the Ness of
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Brodgar, and given the close proximity of this site, a Neolithic
date for the structural remains seems highly probable.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Orkney Islands Council

mound was also recorded. A small assemblage of cobble
tools, worked pumice and animal bone was recovered, and
ten environmental samples were taken. Deposits associated
with the landscaping/truncation of the mound were exposed
which contained redeposited burnt mound material, such as
heat affected flagstone.
Archive: Orkney Museum, Shetland Amenity Trust and RCAHMS
Funder: Evance Wind Turbines Ltd

Westray
Noltland Castle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
HY 42944 48695 A gradiometry and resistance geophysical
survey of c0.25ha was carried out on 1 December 2012 prior
to the development of a new car park. The castle is a late 16thcentury Z-plan tower with later additions to the S, E and W.
Excavations have suggested the presence of a graveyard to the
W of the castle. The main survey covered the whole of the
castle compound; a second area immediately to the W of the
property was also surveyed.
The data in the NE part of the survey area is dominated by
responses from earlier farm buildings and boundaries, which
today survive as a prominent earthwork/platform. No clearly
significant anomalies were located on the lawns surrounding
the castle. The survey within, and immediately S, of the walled
garden to the W of the castle identified some anomalies of
possible archaeological interest, including the suggestion of
an oval high resistance response. However, the limited size
of the survey area, together with modern use of the area as a
garden/allotment, makes any interpretation tentative.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Historic Scotland

Wall in passing place at Ness of Brodgar looking SE (see pages 144–6)
Unstan Chambered Cairn
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
HY 2829 1172 A watching brief was carried out, 28–29 January
2013, during the excavation of a narrow trench cut into the
W-facing slope of the mound at Unstan Cairn. The work aimed
to determine the depth and nature of deposits overlying the
concrete cap sealing the monument’s original masonry, and to
investigate the possibility of inserting some form of drainage.
The excavation revealed that up to c1m of overburden had
been placed above the concrete. A small part of what may have
been original masonry was revealed and left undisturbed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stronsay
Stronsay Wind Turbines
Watching brief
Nick Card and Dave Reay – ORCA
HY 65223 27932, HY 65300 28032 and HY 65374 28044 A
watching brief was carried out, 24–25 April and on 21 May
2013, during groundwork associated with the construction
of three turbine bases and excavation of two cable trenches.
Significant archaeological remains associated with the site
of Bleaching Knowe Burnt Mound were uncovered. The in
situ deposits consisted of numerous layers of charcoal and
ash rich material, which appeared to overlie an extensive
deposit of fire cracked flagstone. A buried soil horizon which
appeared to be sealed by deposits associated with the burnt
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Noltland Castle
Excavation
Andrew Hollinrake and Graeme Wilson – Kirkdale Archaeology
and EASE Archaeology
HY 4289 4872 and HY 4290 4872 A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken at the castle, 30 January 2012 – 12
June 2013. Minor excavations were carried out in the walled
enclosure just NW of the castle in advance of work to create
a car park and improve access (HY 4289 4872). A smaller
excavation was then undertaken following the demolition of
part of the boundary wall along the W perimeter of the castle
grounds (HY 4291 4872).
In the main area of excavation, the findings indicate that a
complex of structural remains survive within the proposed
development area. These comprise two or more phases of
construction and include at least three buildings and associated
features and deposits. No dating evidence or material suitable
for sampling was found in association with any of the
structures. The later structural remains do not appear on the
1st Edition OS map of 1882/3, although an irregularity in the
alignment of the road may reflect their former presence. The
multiple floorings found inside the structure indicated that it
is likely to have been in use over an extended duration, and it
is possible that the earlier remains, represented by two other
structures, may be of considerable age. An area of wall, for
example, is comparable in its robustness and scale to the
range of buildings attached to the S side of Noltland Castle,
which date to the 17th century.
There was nothing of archaeological significance revealed
by the small excavation on the other side of the boundary wall.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Alyth
Glenisla Golf Course, Pitcrocknie
Evaluation
Graeme Brown – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 25490 48909 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation
was carried out, 16–17 July 2013, in advance of development
work. A total of ten trenches, covering 5% of the area, were
excavated. A badly truncated Early Bronze Age feature was
uncovered in one of the trenches. This was interpreted as the
fragmentary remains of a single urned cremation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Deveron Glenisla LLP

Ardoch
Ardoch Roman Fort
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 84306 10602 A watching brief was carried out on 18 July
2013 during the excavation of a trench for a new pole on
an overhead power line in the scheduled area that covers a
complex of Roman forts and camps to the N of Braco. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive and report: Historic Scotland, PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE

Arngask
Blindwell, Newton of Balcanquhal
Standing building recording
Ray Cachart and David P Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1611 1092 (centred on) A Level 2 standing building survey
was carried out, 29–31 January 2013, of buildings at Blindwell
Farmstead prior to their demolition. The buildings consisted
of a two-storey farmhouse, a byre attached to the NE gable end
of the main house, a roofless ruin abutting the SW gable end of
the house and a small outbuilding used as a storage shed. One
feature of interest was a marriage lintel, ‘TC 1728 IR’ located
over the byre entrance. It was recommended that the marriage
lintel be retained and housed in an appropriate setting.

drop behind the bank. The uneven quarried edge was then
infilled to form a relatively flat face and the hollow partially
infilled with stone, some of which may have been rubble
from the structure on the summit of the hill. The upper stone
fill formed a roughly level surface and may have acted as a
courtyard for keeping animals. Fragments of pottery from this
phase of infilling have been initially identified as medieval. A
more recent latrine pit was cut into the upper stone fill of the
hollow.
The second trench explored a poorly preserved circular
structure on the summit of Kay Craig. The surviving basal
course of a c1.5m wide wall was recorded and the arc of
the wall suggested the structure would have been c11m in
diameter. Large boulders, which formed the second course
of the wall, at the NW end of the trench were different in
character to those forming the basal course. The boulders may
represent a second phase of building and suggest multiple
phases of occupation. The disturbed traces of occupation
recorded inside the structure included a hearth setting, with
fragments of metalworking debris surrounding it, a whetstone
and an unfired clay loom weight. Only ephemeral traces of
occupation prior to the construction of the structure were
recorded.
The excavation recorded an outer stone wall built along
the mid-slope of the hill, generally concentric to the circular
structure on the summit. This outer wall, which incorporated
outcrops of bedrock, would have formed a coherent boundary
and provided an additional defensive barrier.
A limited geophysical survey was undertaken of the areas
surrounding the excavation. The results characterised the
magnetism of the outer bank and several anomalies were
recorded on a terraced area to the NW of the summit.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Sutherland Hussey Architects

Auchterarder
Kay Craig: SERF
Excavation and geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NN 97604 12714 An investigation consisting of two excavation
trenches and a small area of geophysical survey was undertaken
at Kay Craig, 15 June – 5 July 2013. One excavation trench was
positioned to explore the outer bank and inner hollow. The
outer bank, which encircles the SW side of the hill, was 1.2m
high and composed of a series of earthen deposits faced with
stone. The mixture of material used in its construction points
to a variety of sources and at least two construction phases
were recorded. The lower portion of the bank was composed of
several discrete dumps, which appeared to contain occupation
debris. The source of this material is unknown. It is possible
that the lower deposits formed an early earthen bank, which
was subsequently rebuilt with stone facings.
A hollow to the E of the bank was probably a natural feature
which was augmented by quarrying along its W and SW
edge. The quarrying created a vertical edge with a substantial

Excavating the outer bank at Kay Craig

Blackford
Gleneagles
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby and Jamie Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 9238 1019 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
May–July 2013, prior to the construction of a temporary bus
terminal for the 2014 Ryder Cup. A total of 20 trenches, covering
1139m² were excavated in May. In the S of the site, adjacent to
Loaninghead Fort, shallow ditches and two pits were recorded.
One sherd of prehistoric pottery was also recovered from an
insecure context. In the N of the area, modern deposits and
features relating to the golf course were recorded.
A further six trenches, covering 477m2, were excavated in
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July to investigate if the features recorded in May were part
of a complex of significant remains. The work indicated that
the features were isolated, vestigial and probably agricultural
in origin.
Archive: Perth and Kinross Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Ryder Cup Europe Ltd

Gleneagles Station
Evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NN 927 101 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 26–28 August 2013, prior to the proposed
construction of a new access road to the S of the railway
station. The site was considered sensitive due to its proximity
to known archaeological sites, including a Pictish Stone and
Iron Age settlement. A total of 42 trenches, each 20 x 2m, were
excavated across 6% of the 3.4ha development area. A single
feature, an undated oval shaped (0.78 x 0.35m) charcoal-rich
spread, was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CH2M Hill Halcrow and Perth and Kinross Council

Blair Atholl
Ardtulichan (AR 8)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 8921 6279 About 430m W of Ardtulichan farmhouse, on a
gentle S-facing slope, a rock 1 x 0.6m, flush with the ground,
bears 17 cup marks including one dumb-bell.

NN 864 598 A watching brief was carried out, 6–8 February
2013, during alterations to the visitor centre and café buildings.
The area had been the location of Ballinluig Farmstead, which
was occupied during the mid-19th to early 20th century and
then demolished. No structural remains were located and
finds were consistent with the occupation dates.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Perth and Kinross HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Blairgowrie
Balrae
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 1717 4207 Trial resistivity and magnetic gradiometer
surveys, over a pit defined enclosure identified from
cropmarks, failed to define the pits or any other features of
obvious archaeological significance. The survey was carried
out, 16 August – 13 September 2013.
Archive: Perth and Kinross HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Blairgowrie, Rattray and District Local History Trust

Blackcraig Lodge, Ballintuim
Standing building recording
Graeme Brown – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 11074 53665 (centred on) A photographic survey was
carried out on 4 July 2013 of the lodge in advance of the
construction of a new extension to the rear of the site, which
will extend over the current parking area and a grassed area
to the SW. The lodge was built in c1856 by the Arbroath
born artist and architect Patrick Allan-Fraser. The lodge is a
good example of the Scots Baronial style with some nicely
executed features on the gabled porch and the canted bay
window. The bay window is noteworthy in a building of this
nature as this style, first introduced by the Victorians, did not
become common till after c1870. Sadly, many of the mouldings
and other detail, all constructed in soft red sandstone, have
suffered badly from weathering over the years.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: LD Bertram Architectural Services

Caputh
Caputh
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 12 39 A medieval copper alloy belt buckle was recovered
during metal detecting. It is of zoomorphic form. The solid
pin bar is held at either end in the mouth of a snake or dragon
head, the two heads sharing one body, the D-hoop of the
buckle. A 12th-century date is likely from comparison with
excavated examples. L 45.8mm, W 34.2mm.
The cup-marked rock at Ardtulichan showing dumb-bell
Fincastle (FC 2)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 8776 6304 A pointed rock, 1 x 0.6 x 0.2m, located 150m N
of NN86SE 19, at the E edge of a stand of pines and adjacent to
a cairn, bears three cup marks. Two are incorporated in a right
angled groove, with another possible groove at the S edge of
the rock.
Queens View Visitor Centre, Loch Tummel
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
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Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Delvine, Spittalfield
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 11 40 A copper alloy and enamel mount, suitable for
straps, belts, harness and caskets, was recovered during
metal detecting. The mount is square with a central motif
of a red enamel cross set in a blue enamel field. There are
traces of gilding on the bare metal and there is a rivet hole
in each of the four corners. The design is similar to those
used by the Christian military orders that grew out of the
crusading movement, but not specific enough to attribute it to
a particular order. Delvine in the medieval period was part of
an extensive network of estates owned by Dunkeld Cathedral,
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which extended E to Clunie.

JK St Joseph in the 1960s.

Delvine, Spittalfield
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 11 40 A largely intact copper alloy bell (50mm high) of
typical Roman design was recovered during metal detecting.
It is pyramidal in form, rising to a suspension loop of a round
hole in a diamond-shaped frame. The stub of an iron clapper
remains inside the bell. The bottom edge has been broken off
leaving no trace of the usual four corner feet. The bell is small
enough to have been worn or attached to an animal, though
the feet typical of such bells also suggest they could be placed
on furniture or an altar in a domestic setting. Its principal
function was probably apotropaic – warding off evil with the
sound of its tinkling.

Cleish

Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Spittalfield, Caputh
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 11 40 The cross-guard of an Iron Age sword hilt was
recovered during metal detecting (L 58mm, H 10mm, W
10mm). In side view the guard is elliptical, with a central
rectangular section pierced through with a rectangular hole to
receive the blade and hilt piece. Two, slightly asymmetric side
wings sweep down towards the blade side of the guard. The
flat, blade facing edge of the guard is scarred and botched all
over. It is made of copper alloy with a layer of tinning and dates
to the 1st–2nd century AD. Spittalfield lies some 2.4km from the
1st-century AD Roman legionary fortress of Inchtuthil.

Archive: The Roman Gask Project
Funder: The Roman Gask Project

Blairadam
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 13 96 A massive-style terret of late Iron Age date (c3rd–
6th century AD) was found during metal detecting near
Blairadam. It is in poor condition, with most of the original
surface lost and about a third of the hoop missing, perhaps
from use-damage. This has exposed the ceramic core in one of
the fracture surfaces which extended to about half the height
of the hoop. An iron rod (D 4.5mm) was inserted into this core
in the base, forming an attachment loop which was cast into
the terret. A split-lip moulding projects into the hoop interior.
L62, W25.5, H49mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT05/13), allocated to Perth Museum

Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Cargill
Cargill
Geophysical survey
DJ Woolliscroft – The Roman Gask Project

Massive-style terret, Blairadam. Drawing: Alan Braby

Clunie/Dunkeld and Dowally
Buckny Burn
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 05744 48177 – NO 06448 45878 A desk-based assessment
followed by a walkover survey on 1 April 2013 were carried
out along the route of a proposed new hydro-electric scheme
along the banks of the Buckny Burn to the N of Butterstone.
The survey identified the possible remains of rig and furrow at
NO 06164 47167.
Archive and report: PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: MNV Consulting Ltd

Comrie
Cargill West. Fortlet: Magnetometry
NO 163 376 The substantial magnetic survey conducted
in 2003 was repeated on a larger scale and with modern
equipment. A far clearer image was obtained of the ring
features known to exist to the SW of the Roman installation,
at least one of which can now been seen to have two opposing
entrances. There was still no sign of any internal features in
the fortlet, however, which is in line with previous aerial and
geophysical results, and with a trial excavation undertaken by

Fortune’s Gate, Dalginross
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NN 774 211 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out on
22 February 2013 on land W of Fortune’s Gate in advance of
development. A total of three trenches, covering 5% of the
area, were excavated. The trenches contained 0.27–0.36m of
grey brown silt overlying an orange brown gravel (natural). No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Maurice and Gill McBride
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Coupar Angus
Abbey Gatehouse, Coupar Angus
Watching brief
David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 22340 39738 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
13 November 2012 – 28 January 2013, during the formation
of new paths giving access to the ruins of Coupar Angus
Abbey gatehouse from Queen Street and from Coupar Angus
churchyard. The work also entailed insertion of drains for the
recently restored Simprim Mausoleum, and the excavation of
a posthole for an information panel.
The excavation was shallower than expected, as the removal
of turf and topsoil generally exposed layers of gravel or
sandstone rubble firm enough to serve as a sub-base for the
paths, without deeper excavation. The layers seemed to be
modern or related to the development and maintenance of
the churchyard and the surroundings of the ruins. Only the
information panel posthole went deep enough to penetrate
these layers and exposed a deposit of sandstone and mortar
fragments possibly associated with the demolition and decay
of the abbey. The earliest find was a steel coffin handle, of 19thor 20th-century date.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Churchyards Project and Perth and Kinross
Heritage Trust

Mains of Keithick Farm
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 2079 3885 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
16–17 April 2013, in advance of proposed development work.
A total of 19 trenches covering a 6% sample of the area were
excavated. The trenches contained ploughsoil, overlying
subsoil, overlying natural crushed red sandstone, and sand
and gravel, which were reached at 0.3–0.9m below the current
ground service. Aside from an occasional field drain, nothing
of archaeological interest was recorded.

Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 86 20 A fragment of a probable pilgrim badge was recovered
during metal detecting. It is the head portion of what may be
a male saint, with a pair of round, bulging eyes, a large nose,
hair across the brow and a mouth, set within a tightly cropped
well spaced, beaded border. The beaded nimbus is sometimes
associated with the Virgin but generally (especially when tight
into the head as here) seen on male saints. Thomas Becket can
be ruled out as there is no mitre evident but other possible
saints include Giles, Leonard, John the Baptist and John
Schorn (an unofficial saint whose cult is mainly recognised
in Buckinghamshire and the SE of England). The neatness of
the head suggests the badge was in the form of an unframed
standing figure. The medieval burgh of Perth has the highest
concentration of pilgrimage souvenirs from Scotland, and this
badge fragment importantly extends the distribution out into
the countryside.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Dull
Airigh Coirein a’ Chinn
Field visit
George Currie
NN 86761 57753 (centred on) A group of shielings was recorded
during fieldwork. The best preserved shieling measured 7 x
4m with parts of the walls 1m high.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Keithick Biogas Developments Ltd

Strathmore Tannery, Pleasance Road
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NO 22180 39624 A Level 2 survey was carried out on 29 April
2013 of the surviving buildings in the Strathmore Tannery
complex prior to redevelopment. A written and photographic
record was produced of all the buildings.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr P Thomson, Proactive

Crieff
Duchlage, Crieff
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 86 20 A fragment of a Late Bronze Age socketed axehead
was recovered during metal detecting. The broken edge is
smooth and worn, and the cutting edge and sides are polished
with wear but not damaged. It is not clear whether the blade
tip was deliberately broken off or was broken accidentally. It
is one of two recent examples of broken LBA axeheads found
in Perthshire.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Duchlage, Crieff
Metal detector find
150

The group of shielings recorded at Airigh Coirein a’ Chinn
Black Burn (BB 33–34)
Field visit
George Currie
NN 82697 45634 An outcrop with two cup marks.
NN 82724 45735 An area of exposed bedrock bears at least 47
cup marks, 3 of which have single rings. A further 8 cup marks
were recorded 2m to the N.
Craig Formal
Field visit
George Currie
NN 85753 45498 A group of four shielings was recorded on the
southern slopes of Craig Formal. An additional single shieling
was recorded 100m to the S of the group.
Craig Hill (CR 36)
Field visit
George Currie
NN 81928 45577 A rock bearing at least six cup marks, two of
which have single rings.
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Shian Burn, Wester Shian
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
A watching brief was carried out, 24 April – 29 May 2013,
during groundwork associated with a hydro-electric scheme
on Shian Burn. The area was considered sensitive as the lower
part of the pipeline route runs through Wester Shian Township
(centred on NN 8430 3995) and by Wester Shian Farmstead
(NN 8433 4019). A temporary fence was constructed around
both sites to avoid them being damaged.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Highland Eco-Design Ltd

Dull/Kenmore
Pitmackie
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 8056 4008 – NN 8190 4033, NN 8122 4100 – NN 8149 4049
Walkover surveys were undertaken on 24 May 2013 along the
proposed routes of two hydro-electric schemes at Pitmackie,
Glen Quaich. A desk-based assessment had identified the
remains of several farmsteads (NN84SW 11, NN84SW
12, NN84SW 13, NN84SW 14, NN84SW 23, NN84SW 24)
along these routes. However, two further settlements were
encountered during the walkover survey. The scant remains
of a probable farmstead consisting of two, or possibly three,
buildings was identified on the N bank of the River Quaich at
NN 81615 40334. Close to an unnamed burn that feeds into the
river, at NN 81229 40864, stand the surviving courses of what
was probably a shieling hut.
Archive and report: PKHT and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables

Dunbarney
Moncreiffe Hillfort
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 1313 1988 Resistivity and magnetic surveys were carried out,
19–23 April 2013, over the central area of the hillfort. This is not
a good area for magnetics as the bedrock is a lava flow which
outcrops at the S edge of the fort. The grey scale display of the
magnetic survey has a rather granular texture with no obvious
archaeology, and it seems likely that most of the anomalies have
a geological origin. The resistivity work hints at two circular
features 10–15m in diameter. Taking a positive view, these could
be enclosures or habitation features, being more negative, they
are related to the forestry which formerly covered the site.

Dunning
Dunning’s Big Dig: SERF
Excavation
Louisa Campbell – University of Glasgow
As part of SERF’s Community Archaeology programme the
children and staff of Dunning Primary School (NO 01808
14548) had the opportunity to plan, participate in and record
an archaeological excavation with Dunning’s Wee Big Dig,
which ran from 17–30 June 2013. With the support of several
student assistants from the University of Glasgow, the children
opened two 1m² trenches in an area to the W of the school
building. Close to the school boundary wall, this area was
deliberately selected as it was unlikely to have been subject
to extensive disturbance from the recent modernisation of the
building. A range of artefacts were recovered, including pottery
sherds dating from the 14–20th century, nails, clay pipes and
fragments from several glass bottles. Structural features in
Trench 2 confirmed changes in the entrance gateway, path and
front door of the original school building. At the end of the two
day excavation some of the artefacts were put on display for the
pupils to handle and discuss, and a presentation summarising
all the activities was given to the whole school. A time capsule,
in the form of a glass jar containing several objects selected by
Dunning Primary School pupils, was inserted into Trench 1
before it was back-filled and sealed.
Residents of Dunning also opened up their gardens for the
Big Dig and, supported by student assistants, volunteered to
excavate 1m² trenches in their gardens to contribute to our
understanding of the development of the village. Trenches
were spread across the village at: Granco Cottage (NO 01936
14647), Ashcliffe, Muckhart (NO 01919 14235), Cairnbaan
(NO 01728 14438), Kirk Wynd (NO 01879 14587), 1 Station
Road (NO 01801 14477) and Thimble Row Cottage (NO 01989
14388). A wide range of objects were recovered, including
stamped clay pipe bowls, glass from a variety of bottles and
windows, iron nails, metal buttons, stone loom weights,
pottery sherds, bovine and small rodent bones, wooden
construction material, clay bottle stops and modern linoleum.
The artefacts and structural remains date predominantly to
the late 19th and 20th century.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Dunning Roman Temporary Camp: SERF
Survey
Jeremy Huggett – University of Glasgow

Archive: RCAHMS and Perth and Kinross HER (intended)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Dunkeld and Dowally
Dunkeld Cathedral Chapter House Museum
Watching brief
David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 0257 4267 A watching brief was carried out on 21 August
2012 during the construction of a fire escape from the museum.
The building is in the area of a designed landscape connected
with the former Dunkeld House. The trench recorded mostly
modern deposits and features over natural sand. One deposit
of stones and mortar could have been the remains of a very
poorly defined wall foundation, but was too fragmentary to
interpret with confidence.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The Dunkeld Chapter House Museum Trust

SERF students undertaking topographic survey in Kincladie Wood
NO 0229 1519 A topographic survey of the upstanding area
of the Roman temporary camp in Dunning was undertaken,
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22–27 June 2013, by students on the SERF field school. The
survey focused on the Kincladie Wood section of the defences,
recording the main bank and ditch of the camp, as well as the
surviving remains of the titulus bank and ditch beyond the N
entrance. At the W end of the rampart, the survey may suggest
the beginning of the corner of the camp, in contrast to the
extant plan which shows this in the field beyond. At the E end
of the rampart, the survey may have identified the entrance
before being cut by the road. An additional low bank to the S
of the main rampart was probably associated with drainage in
the boggy area of woodland.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Leadketty: SERF
Fieldwalking, geophysical survey and excavation
Kenneth Brophy and Dene Wright – University of Glasgow
NO 021 161 The main focus of the prehistoric element of
the SERF Project in June–July 2013 was a putative Neolithic
causewayed enclosure 2km N of Dunning and 500m N of
the Late Neolithic Leadketty palisaded enclosure (NO01NW
40), which was the target of work in 2012. The enclosure is
a cropmark discovery, sub-circular in form and defined by a
single wide ditch with multiple entrance gaps. Fieldwalking by
SERF in this area in March 2013 revealed no artefacts of note.
Geophysical survey over the enclosure (using both resistivity
and gradiometry techniques with readings taken every
0.25m by 0.125m) complemented the information gained by
comprehensive cropmark recording.
Excavations at Leadketty in 2013 focused on an area
measuring 50 x 20m on the S side of the enclosure,
concentrating not just on the ditch, but also internal and
external features recorded from the air and during the
geophysical survey. During the three week excavation, we
found no diagnostic material culture, despite identifying
and digging dozens of cut features. It is hoped that postexcavation analysis will enable us to date the various features.
The identification of features was problematic due to the dry
weather encountered during the excavation, and a series of
very wide plough furrows running across the trench had
damaged some of the earlier features.
The ditch of the putative causewayed enclosure was sampled
in three places and shown to be shallow, no more than 0.67m
deep, and up to 2.66m wide. The fills were relatively clean silts
that had washed in naturally from the surrounds. We identified
one terminal, demonstrating that the entrance gap on the S
side of the enclosure is indeed genuine, and not a product
of differential cropmarking. No trace of a bank was found. A
wide range of features were found in this ditched enclosure
although none of these could be connected, stratigraphically
to the enclosure itself. These consisted of clusters of small cut
features including stake and postholes, pits, hollows and a
slot that once supported a light fence or screen; some of the
features were intercutting. A few of the postholes within the
enclosure may have belonged to structures. A circular setting,
a straight line of small posts and an arc of larger postholes
were identified, but the relative chronology and function of
these features was unclear. Fragments of cremated bone were
identified in several features, but none represented a burial,
while post 18th-century ceramics and corroded metal objects
were found in several pits.
Outwith the enclosure, two main features were identified,
and again chronologically we could not tell how these related
to the causewayed ditch enclosure. A ring ditch 15m in
diameter with a small entrance gap on the E side and a few
small internal postholes was investigated; the ditch perhaps
supported a fence. This feature cut a posthole which was found
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to be part of an arc of posts, which we interpreted as a rather
substantial palisade or fence line. A possible entrance gap in
this palisade, with large postholes flanking it, was identified.
Both the ring ditch and palisade are visible as cropmarks
on a few air photographs, although it is difficult to tell if the
palisade represents part of the continuous boundary of a large
timber-post defined enclosure following roughly the route of
the causewayed enclosure, or if it is some kind of elaborate
entrance arrangement, or simply a fence line.
The question of whether the causewayed enclosure
should continue to be included in Neolithic studies remains
unresolved. However, we have identified what appears to be a
complex multi-phase occupation site, mostly we would argue
representing prehistoric activity.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

The substantial palisade to the south of the causewayed ditch
enclosure, viewed from the W, with the ring ditch cutting this
feature in the foreground
Millhouse Farm
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 696 492 A site inspection, on 28 May 2013, of the course
of a new access road recorded 0.3m of dark brown sandy clay,
overlying natural clay. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr S Howie

St Serf’s and Kirk Wynd, Dunning: SERF
Excavation
Adrián Maldonado – University of Glasgow
NO 01905 14490 Three trenches were excavated, 15 June – 5
July 2013, along Kirk Wynd outside the N and W boundary
wall of St Serf’s Parish Church to find evidence of the suspected
early medieval origins of the site. This area was formerly the
site of a 20th-century Scout Hut, and before this, the village
midden and outbuildings or sheds visible on the 1st Edition OS
map. The churchyard wall in this area encloses the late 19thcentury graveyard extension.
Trench 04 was a narrow slot along the N face of this wall,
adjacent to the findspot of a fragment of early medieval cross
slab found by SERF excavations in 2012. This trench revealed
that the churchyard wall had been rebuilt at least twice on
the same alignment, and the lowest courses consisted of
coursed dry stone boulders with smaller pinning stones in
the interstices. These lower courses abutted a series of linear
arrangements of boulders set at right angles to the wall, which
seem to represent the footings of early modern structures
similar to those found in 2012. These structures and the
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churchyard wall foundations rested on a layer of rich garden
soils containing abraded fragments of medieval ceramic
including redwares and Scottish White Gritty Ware. Sealed by
this layer was a massive N–S wall of unmortared sandstone
blocks up to 0.75m wide and 0.86m long, standing up to three
courses high (0.8m) and resting directly on bedrock. This was
backed to the W by a layer of rubble and clay with larger blocks
of sandstone probably representing the slighted remains of the
massive wall. To the E, facing toward the Dunning Burn, was
a layer of loose river gravel containing occasional fragments of
gritty ware ceramic. The wall would appear to be a revetment
against the floodwaters of the Dunning Burn.
Trench 05 to the E towards the Dunning Burn revealed
a shallow stratigraphy beneath the Victorian midden
layer. Spreads of coal and fence posts seem to relate to the
outbuildings depicted in this area on 19th-century maps. Sealed
by the midden layer were sterile river gravels, shallow spreads
of medieval cultivation soils, and the heavily truncated corner
of a dry stone structure similar to those seen in Trench 04.
Trench 06 was a narrow evaluation trench running from the
churchyard wall to the Dunning Burn, exposing the modern
embankment of the river and the artificial raising of ground
in this area. Trial trenching also continued in the back garden
of Castle Cottage to locate the supposed 8th-century monastic
vallum ditch discovered in Dunning Primary School in 2008.
Two test pits and a longer slot trench confirmed the position
of a large cut feature in line with the supposed vallum, but this
could not be fully excavated.

can be dated to c1150. The trench also revealed details of the
substantial foundations, with a simple unchamfered plinth
(double-stepped on the church wall), and a mortar layer on top
of a deep foundation of river boulders. The tower measured
5.5m2 externally, and the roughly coursed ashlar had diagonal
toolmarks. The unweatherd stones had been above ground
level before 1810, so most of the severe stone decay seen in the
church has taken place in the last two centuries, presumably
due to acid rain from industrial pollution.

Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

The junction of the church and tower, showing bonding of 12thcentury ashlar, and unweathered surfaces with tool marks

Exposing the substantial wall at the Kirk Wynd excavation
St Serf’s Church: SERF
Excavation
Ewan Campbell – University of Glasgow
NO 01896 14491 A very small exploratory trench (3 x 1m) was
excavated, 20 June – 3 July 2013, on the N side of the tower of St
Serf’s church, at the angle between the tower and the church,
which is dated to the early to mid-12th-century on art historical
grounds. The area chosen does not contain modern burials,
it has been a pathway since the re-modelling of the church in
c1810, and was constrained to the N by service trenches.
The excavation had two main aims. The first was to
investigate the chronological relationship between the tower
and the church, as the junction had been obscured by stone
decay and later repointing. Some early church towers in this
area (eg Dunblane) were originally free-standing, and possibly
of earlier date than the main body of the church. Exposure of
the unweathered stonework rapidly showed that the tower and
church were contemporary structures, as the ashlar blocks
were bonded together. The tower therefore, like the church,

The second objective was to look for evidence of a preRomanesuqe church, as Dunning is reputed to be the site of
a foundation by the 8th-century St Serf, and has 9th- to 10thcentury sculptured stones, as well as a dated vallum ditch.
Evidence for a stone structure was uncovered at the W end
of the trench. This consisted of a large foundation block (of
different form to the tower foundations) which was set at an
angle to the tower. The foundations of the structure consisted
of a shallow trench filled with gravel, and were very different
from those of the tower. The structures foundations were cut
by the 12th-century foundations and a crude attempt had been
made to integrate the earlier foundations into the plinth of
the tower. Due to the limited nature of the excavation there
was no indication of whether this early structure was part of a
church, an earlier tower, or another ecclesiatical building, but
it is a very rare example of pre-Romanesque stone building in
Scotland.
No direct dating material was obtained from any of the
deposits, but a number of burials were encountered, which
will be datable. The earliest of these burials ran underneath
the early structure (on a different alignment), showing there
was an earlier focus of sanctity before the stone structure was
built. This may have been a wooden church. The grave in
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turn incorporated disturbed earlier human remains, showing
a high density of early medieval burial over an extended
period of time. The foundations of the 12th-century tower also
included human remains disturbed by the construction of the
Romanesque church. Dates from these burials should give an
indication of when the early medieval cemetery was in use.
A number of later medieval burials were also recorded
in the trench. An adult was inhumed alongside the tower
foundations, but post-dating them, and the grave contained
numerous disturbed human remains from earlier burials. On
top of this burial were two infant burials, probably dating to
the early post-medieval period.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Forgandenny
Castle Law: SERF
Geophysical survey and excavation
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NO 0998 1554 A geophysical survey was carried out at Castle
Law (Forgandenny Hillfort) prior to a programme of smallscale excavation. A geophysical survey, using both resistivity
and gradiometry techniques, was undertaken 16–22 February
2013. Despite the influence of the underlying geology the data
highlighted the variable physical character of the enclosures
defining the fort. In particular, the banks appear to have been
built using a variety of materials. On the summit of the hill
several anomalies, which may be heat affected areas, were
identified. Several distinct features were also recorded which
appear to correspond to hut platforms recorded by the 2010
RCAHMS survey.

A total of five trenches were excavated, 25 March – 13 April
2013, in order to explore key features of the hillfort. Three
trenches explored the massive stone walls of the enclosures on
the summit of the hill, which had been previously excavated
by the antiquarian Edwin Bell at the end of the 19th century.
The stone walls consisted of stone facings with boulder
cores. A variety of geological sources provided the material
for the walls and distinct segments of construction could be
identified. The walls were substantial, measuring >4m wide
and the inner enclosure wall survived up to 1.2m high.
The fourth trench was positioned to investigate a possible
hut platform and a portion of the bank enclosing the summit of
the hill. The results revealed very ephemeral and unstructured
traces of occupation within a low bank of chipped stone.
The enclosing bank was composed of a core of possible
metalworking debris and burnt bone, sealed by a stone cap.
The fifth trench examined an outer bank on the S side of
the hill. The bank was largely composed of a mix of earth and
stone, which had been excavated from an outer ditch. Thin
lenses of burnt twigs and vegetation were recorded near the
top of the bank.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

The Roundel: SERF
Excavation
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NO 1147 2010 Two small excavation trenches were dug, 5–19
October 2013, to investigate the hillfort at The Roundel. Five
ditches, initially recorded as cropmarks, were examined in a
43 x 2m trench on the N side of the hill. The lower fills in the
second and third outer ditch contained what was interpreted
to be turf and mixed subsoil. These fills were probably the
remains of collapsed bank material. The upper fills of all
the ditches were consistent and probably related to the final
demolition of the banks during the Improvements. No traces
of any of the banks associated with the ditches survived. A
second trench placed to explore the terminal of the outer
ditch recorded large boulders at its base, which may indicate
a particular stone elaboration at the entrance.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Castle Law: Re-excavating Bell’s trench
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The Roundel: Recording the section of the second outer ditch
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Fortingall
Drumcharry (D 1–3)
George Currie
Field visit
NN 75540 48452 A prominent outcrop bears four small cup
marks. At NN 7543 4839, to the N of a track, a 1.4 x 1.2 x 0.3m
rock bears 35 cup marks. The rock is not in situ and appears to
have been recently dumped at this location. At NN 7569 4814
a 2m high rock has six cup marks on its W edge.

Fowlis Wester
Corrymuckloch (CR 15)
George Currie
Field visit
NN 88981 34778 A 3.2 x 2.3m rock, which slopes to the SE,
bears four shallow cup marks at the SW, one cup mark at the
N, and at least eight cup marks at the S, where one has two
rings and another one ring. There is also an angular grooved
motif centred on a cup at the lowest point at the S.
Drummy Farm
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 93 24 An early medieval, insular, copper alloy mount was
recovered during metal detecting. It has a button-like form
with a flat surface, bevelled edge and a concave back with a
central, pierced lug (broken). The yellow enamel cells of the
front are defined by a central circular cell design from which
radiate three pairs of irregular, zig-zagging lines. It would have
been a suitable fitting for a leather strap or a wooden box such
as a reliquary. It is c8–10th century in date and 30.5mm in
diameter. Early church activity in and around Fowlis Wester
is signalled by the two 9th-century Pictish cross-slabs that now
stand in the church.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Easter Cottage
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 92824 24008 (centred on) A 6% evaluation was carried
out, 12–13 April 2013, on a 0.22ha site in advance of a
proposed residential development. The area was considered
sensitive as it is located <50m S of a parish church which
stands on an earlier site containing Pictish stones. Four
trenches, each measuring 16 x 2m, were excavated. The
evaluation recorded modern deposits of demolition rubble
and a gravel surface, a probable 19th-century retaining wall,
a 19th-century soakaway, a stone surface, a 19th-century wall
and two deep field drains with a pit. The field drains and pit
probably represented medieval horticultural activity.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: John Page

Fowlis Wester
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 92 24 A fragment of a medieval silver finger ring with
the inscription element ESVS preserved and indicative of
the typical medieval phrase IESVS (sometimes IHESVS)
NAZARENVS REX IVDEORVM (‘Jesus of Nazareth, King of the
Jews’), which on the ring (as with other, complete examples)
may have been abbreviated. The phrase was used widely on a
range of objects because of its perceived, powerful apotropaic
effect in averting evil by calling on Christ’s protection. In its

reduced form it may have been no more than a piece of scrap
but the neat form, respecting the letters of Jesus’ name, may
also suggest that a key part of a precious object had been
preserved after breakage as an amulet.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Fowlis Wester
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 93 24 A medieval, copper alloy seal matrix (L 27.2mm,
W 17mm) was recovered during metal detecting. It is vessica
shaped but the edge is badly damaged making the inscription
largely illegible. The design depicts the Virgin Mary as Queen
of Heaven, holding the Christ child. To the right of Mary is
a single star. The centrally mounted suspension lug on the
convex back is broken. Its presence in Fowlis Wester may
reflect links between the monastic site at Inchaffray, the Earl
of Strathearn’s hall at Fowlis Wester and the church at Fowlis
(gifted to the abbey by the earl in the 13th century).
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Kenmore
Kenmore
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 7772 4559 A watching brief was carried out, 16–17 July
2013, during the excavation of a trench and outflow associated
with a borehole upgrade. A linear ditch was recorded in the
trench, but its full depth was not exposed. It may contain a
buried service or be a boundary or drainage ditch.
Archive: Perth and Kinross Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

Taymouth Marina
Survey
John McCarthy – WA Coastal and Marine
NN 7700 4488 A scuba and snorkelling survey was carried out,
18–20 April 2012, across the area of a proposed breakwater
development, associated with a proposed redevelopment of
the Taymouth Marina. The area was considered sensitive due
to the discovery of an intact Bronze Age log boat to the N of
the Crannog Centre during its construction in 1982, and the
presence of a large number of crannogs in the loch, which
provide evidence for exploitation of the loch.
The surface of the loch bed in the development area was
largely devoid of visible archaeological features. All but one
of the objects noted was modern in date. The single feature of
interest was a flat linear wooden object at least 3m long, the
upper surface of which was slightly concave. As it was located
within c40m of a confirmed Bronze Age log boat, it was
considered that this object was potentially archaeologically
significant. Although the feature was partially exposed and
photographed, the scope of the survey did not allow for further
investigation. Further work is required to confirm the nature
of the feature.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Perth and Kinross HER and
RCAHMS
Funder: McKenzie Strickland Associates

Kilspindie
Pitroddie Farm
Casual find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
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NO 21 25 A Victorian brooch was found by Mr J Steele in a wall
head during renovation works at Pitroddie Farm and donated
to Perth Museum. The brooch is made of thinly pressed copper
alloy in the form of interlocking coral branches. Set within this
coral frame is a cross-shaped form of four settings. Only one
of these settings is complete and contains an amber-coloured
cut-glass ‘stone’. The pin and the loop fastener can be seen on
the reverse, protruding from the mortar, which is compacted
around much of the brooch. The farm started out as a 16thcentury tower house and the main building is an apparently
late 18th- to early 19th-century farmhouse of L-shaped plan.
A small extension was added in the late 19th century and the
brooch was recovered during renovation of the interior of the
extension. The brooch had been pressed into the mortar at
the top of the wall head, just below the roof line. This cheap
brooch imitates more expensive styles, using glass to imitate
amber and copper alloy to imitate branch coral. It uses a
cross form for its settings and all three elements are powerful
amuletic/apotropaic attributes, which lend weight to it being
deliberately concealed in the wall as a protective device, in a
long-lived, traditional manner.
Archive: Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Kinclaven
Ballathie
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 14 36 A fragment of a Late Bronze Age socketed axehead
was recovered during metal detecting. The broken edge is
irregular and worn, and the cutting edge and sides are also
badly damaged. It is not yet clear whether this blade tip was
deliberately broken off or was broken accidentally. It is one
of two recent examples of broken LBA axeheads found in
Perthshire.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Old England, Stanley
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NO 12540 37896 A Level 1 survey was carried out on 17 May
2013 of the derelict building complex at Old England prior to
its redevelopment. A photographic and written record was
made of all the buildings.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr R Dunlop

Kinloch
Buzzart Dykes
Excavation
Derek Hall
NO 1268 4766 A programme of further excavation was carried
out, 3–24 June 2013, as part of the Scottish Medieval Deer Parks
project. Trenches were excavated across the W and N park
boundaries and a large rectangular building to the NE of the
park. The excavation across the building located the remains
of most of a smashed Scottish Redware jug in the fill of its
drainage trench. The vessel has been dated to no later than the
14th century. A charcoal sample from the floor of the building
produced a date of 740 ±34 BP which gives a calibrated date of
AD 1219–1295 at 95.4%.
The excavation across the N boundary located evidence for a
fence or stake line running just below its top. The excavations
across the W boundary located the course of a possible hedge
line along its top.
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Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kevin Malloy, University of Wyoming

Excavations in progress at Buzzart Dykes

Kinross
Billiard Hall, High Street
Standing building recording
David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 11912 02046 A standing building survey was carried out
on 15 October 2013 of a derelict billiard hall attached to the
former Carnegie Museum and Library in Kinross High Street.
This small, early 20th-century brick building is mostly of
limited interest and quality, but includes a Dutch barn roof
with very distinctive timber and wrought iron roof trusses,
and ornate corbels.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Wilson Homes (Kinross) Ltd

Classlochie
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NT 13 99 A copper alloy, square belt-plate with enamelled
decoration was recovered during metal detecting. The
design comprises a bird (probably an eagle) with its wings
outstretched and its head pointing upwards. It is set within
a circular frame, with four D-shaped hoops on the outer edge
of the circle, each pointing into a corner of the square plate.
There are traces of blue and green enamel in parts of the field
and the circular frame, the median line of the frame is also
marked by small studs of copper alloy which would have sat
flush or proud with the enamel when complete. No trace of
the colouring of the eagle is apparent. The partial remains of
the clasp linking it to the buckle survive down the left hand
side. It has the remains of three rivets still in place – one, top
right corner, one on the mid-point of the right edge and one
in the middle of the D-hoop, bottom right. There is a vacant
rivet hole in the bottom right corner and a second such hole
immediately to its left. This irregular arrangement suggests at
least one episode of reuse, which saw the plate converted to
a mount, on leather or wood. It is in the style of the Limoges
workshops of the late 12th to early 13th centuries.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Kinross/Portmoak
Scotlandwell
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
Three medieval objects were recovered during metal detecting
around Scotlandwell.
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NO 17 00 A fragment of a copper alloy annular brooch.
The traces of Latin inscriptions on both sides are preserved
in a single word or part-word. The clearest meaning relates
to the word IHESVS, an element of the medieval apotropaic
inscription IHESVS NAZARENVS REX IVDEORVM (‘Jesus of
Nazareth, King of the Jews’) commonly found on jewellery.
It is set within a frame of zig-zag lines. The fragment respects
the word IHESVS and may indicate that a broken brooch was
deliberately reused as an amulet calling on Christ’s name. The
second inscription is the end of a word: VINS +.
NO 17 01 A fragmentary pendant probably for suspension
from a leather horse-harness. It is of slightly convex, circular
form with six vari-sized projecting points (two of them broken
stubs). The central element carries traces of blue enamel with
no apparent traces of an image.
NO 17 03 A copper alloy, D-shaped belt buckle (44m long)
with zoomorphic terminals, probably 12th- or early 13thcentury in date. The terminals of the hoop take the form of
dragon heads, with the hoop their shared body – although
corroded details of the scaling and the thickened central
section representing the wings can be detected. The pin bar
is missing, with a small stub all that remains in each of the
mouths of the dragon heads.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Kirkmichael
Lair: Glenshee Archaeology Project
Survey and excavation
David Strachan and David Sneddon – Perth and Kinross Heritage
Trust and Northlight Heritage
NO 1387 6376 The second field season of this project continued

researching the prehistoric and early medieval archaeology of
Glenshee for the benefit of both residents and visitors to the
area.
The 7–30 June 2013 season focused on the excavation of
two trenches, both over potential medieval ‘Pitcarmick’ type
buildings. The buildings consisted of two SE to NW orientated
rectangular structures that were defined by turf banks
previously identified by the RCAHMS. They lay end to end
and were next to, and aligned with, a prehistoric ring cairn.
Further potential archaeology visible on the surface to the SE
of the ‘Pitcarmick’ buildings was also trial trenched, primarily
to ascertain if they were archaeological in origin.
One of the main excavation trenches encompassed the NW
half of the smaller SE-most turf longhouse while the other was
located over a section of defining turf bank on the NE side of
the NW-most turf longhouse. Underneath the collapsed turf
walls of the smaller structure a huge concentration of stone was
revealed possibly relating to a stone foundation. At the base of
both trenches a series of postholes and pits were uncovered.
These may form part of a timber structure relating to the turf
longhouses or form part of earlier prehistoric activity, which is
known to have occurred here, and is visible in the form of the
nearby ring cairn and roundhouses. A number of iron artefacts
were recovered from both trenches.
The smaller trenches over features to the SE of the turf
longhouses revealed a series of likely clearance cairns, a stone
defined circular structure and a possible routeway.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust, Cairngorms National
Park, Heritage Lottery Fund, the Gannochy Trust, the Hunter
Archaeological and Historical Trust, Friends of Perth and Kinross
Heritage Trust and Aviva

Lair: A bird’s-eye view of the ring cairn and two trenches over the turf longhouses (Copyright Eddie Martin Photography)
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Lair
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 1400 6370 A magnetic survey was started in 2012 to provide
a broad context for excavations at Lair being conducted by
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust. An extra block of about
1.5ha was surveyed, 31 July – 8 September 2013. The area has
been occupied repeatedly, possibly from as early as Neolithic
times.
Archive: Perth and Kinross HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Little Dunkeld
Balnaguard
Field visit
George Currie
NN 94438 51323 A boulder, 2.6 x 2.1 x 0.4m, bears six cup
marks. It is located c70m SW of a hill track.

Little Dunkeld/Moneydie/Redgorton
A9
Watching brief
Dan Atkinson and Andrew Bicket – WA Heritage
NO 06400 38000, NO 09600 38000, NO 09600 29350 and
NO 06400 29350 A watching brief was carried out, 23 April
– 3 September 2013, during groundworks (geotechnical
investigations) associated with the conversion of the A9 to a
dual carriageway between Luncarty and the Pass of Birnam.
No significant archaeological finds or features were recorded
during monitoring at 188 locations. However, six locations
contained sediments of palaeoenvironmental value, typically
laminated or stratified organic sediments with the potential
to preserve post-glacial, high resolution proxy records of past
climate, vegetation history and human impact.
Two locations contained ditch features which were hand
excavated. A shallow ditch feature of unknown date infilled
with fine grained probably water-lain sediments, and an
infilled ditch, associated with a post-medieval culvert, cut into
a disused railway embankment, were recorded.
Of the 188 monitored locations, 170 (90%) were sterile
and contained natural deposits. One location was aborted
prior to excavation of the topsoil. Three locations contained
contaminated material (asbestos) and were aborted. Three
locations contained modern features such as field drains
and modern detritus. Three locations contained 19th- or 20thcentury features relating to a disused railway embankment
and a highway embankment. Two surface finds were made:
one was a Short Cross penny, a silver medieval coin in good
condition; the other a worked animal bone.
Archive: Treasure Trove, RCAHMS and PKHT
Funder: Transport Scotland

Logierait
Balarchibald
Field visit
George Currie
NN 94623 53194 A prominent 1.5m high outcrop bears one
cup mark.
Castle Dow Fort, Strathtay
Survey
Sorina Spanou and Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 9295 5130 A measured survey was carried out, 9–10
January 2013, of the fort which is mostly covered by dense
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heather. The fort is defended by largely collapsed stone
ramparts and an annexe is located on the SW side. A modern
stone dyke cuts across the fort, which has been damaged by the
construction of a sheepfold across the W part of the annexe,
and the construction of c15 marker cairns on the E rampart.
Recent felling of trees on the S and W sides has created a better
view of the fort from a distance. The monument appears to be
very stable with few signs of any significant damage, the only
issues being minor erosion scars in the footpath leading into
and across the fort.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forest Trust – Forestry Commission Scotland

Pittiely Burn
Standing building recording
Graeme Brown – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 8774 4818 (centred on) A standing building survey was
carried out, 22 August – 2 September 2013, in advance of
the construction of a house, which required the demolition
of two ruinous dry stone structures in the SE of the site. A
photographic survey recorded the general details and character
of the structures. The other farmstead buildings, lime kilns
and cup-marked stone have been demarcated and will not be
affected by the development.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: David Wilson

Longforgan
Woodlands
Evaluation
James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 30067 30270 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
on 27 March 2013 prior to development. A total of six trenches,
covering 219m2 (c9%) of the area, were excavated. One of the
trenches contained a ditch with a later recut. The ditch was
found on the projected alignment of a boundary ditch of the
Longforgan/Greenbourne Roman Temporary Camp. However,
the ditch does not form the classic V-shape defensive ditch,
which has been recorded at other Roman camps and on a
previous A90 excavation. The recut was noted in the upper
fills.
Archive: Perth and Kinross HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Mark Wilson

Methven
Methven
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 01 26 A metal detector rally exploring the fields around
Methven recovered a scattered hoard of medieval silver
pennies. A total of 41 coins were found, 37 of which were
issues of Edward I, II and III (one example). One of the coins
was an Irish issue of Edward I, while three were Scottish issues
(two of Alexander III – one of them a cut halfpenny – and one
of Robert Bruce).
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Muthill
Duchlage Farm
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 86 20 A fragment of a Late Bronze Age socketed axehead
was recovered during metal detecting. The axe is broken at a
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point just above the base of the socket, which has a very low
transverse internal rib. The incompleteness of the fragment
precludes detailed classification and it is only possible to
assign it to an all-embracing date range of c1150–700 BC
during which socketed axeheads were current. This is one of
several recent examples of broken LBA axeheads found during
metal detecting. In the absence of any clear signs of deliberate
destruction, their breakage may simply reflect accidental
damage.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 104/13), allocated to Perth Museum
and Art Gallery

Muthill Old Church
Watching brief
Graeme Brown – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 86793 17060 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out on 23 July 2013 in advance of the installation of Caithness
slabs under the gate swings at Muthill Old Church. A series of
earlier surfaces for the entranceway were identified, though the
majority of these were modern. The earliest phase identified
was a cobbled surface that predated the construction of the
archway.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Perth
Atholl Place, Perth
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1179 2382 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out on
15 October 2013 in advance of development work at 2 Atholl
Place. The area was considered sensitive as it is adjacent to the
historic core of the medieval burgh and close to Blackfriars
Cemetery to the NE. An excavation at Horse Cross found a
medieval ditch, which was probably part of the c12th-century
Perth Castle defences, and it was considered possible that the
defences extended into the development area. Two evaluation
trenches were excavated, which bottomed onto natural riverine
silty clay deposits.
Trench 01, located adjacent to the site boundary at Blackfriars
Wynd, recorded part of an early 19th-building wall with cobble
flooring and an adjacent pit. A garden soil, which contained
sherds of medieval pottery, was recorded below the building
remains. An unstratified, unidentified but probably medieval
coin was also recovered. The trench reached a maximum
depth of 1.5m.
Trench 02, positioned to the N of trench 01, in the backlands
close to the centre of the plot, revealed deep garden soils with
inclusions of medieval pottery. Two intercutting pits were
recorded at a depth of 1.4m. The pits contained abundant
medieval pottery and some metalwork. The upper parts of the
pits appear to have been truncated by later garden activity. The
trench reached a maximum depth of 1.6m.
The evaluation found no evidence of the castle defences, but
did locate 12th-century pottery from pits which may have been
associated with activity at the castle.
Archive: Perth Museum, RCAHMS and Perth and Kinross HER
Funder: N and S Tulloch

Balhousie Castle
Watching brief and survey
David Bowler and Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1142 2437 (centred on) Balhousie Castle was built as
an L-plan tower house in 1631 for the Hay family and it was
extensively enlarged in the baronial style in c1863. For many
years it has been the Headquarters and Regimental Museum of

the 42nd (Royal Highland) Regiment, The Black Watch, latterly
The Black Watch Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Scotland.
A photographic survey was carried out on 7 March 2012 in
advance of the demolition of an annexe. This showed many
design details and how the annexe was made to harmonise
in style with the castle. Original fabric is preserved in various
parts of the castle, including examples of hand-made window
glass.
The watching brief on groundworks for the new annexe and
on the building work, which impinged upon the historic fabric
of the tower house, was undertaken on various dates during
July – October 2012. The watching brief recorded modern or
19th-century garden features in the form of linear and circular
cuts and field drains, cut into the natural clay. Parts of the tower
house foundations at the SW and NW corners were recorded.
Excavation outside and inside the boiler room revealed 19thcentury stepped foundations and makeup and rubble below
the concrete floor surface. Demolitions in the tower house
revealed a sealed doorway and some reused architectural
stones within the N wall.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Black Watch Museum

George Street, Perth
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1196 2371 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out, 20 December 2012 – 3 March 2013, during development
work at 32–34 George Street. Although virtually confined to
the sections revealed in the N, S and W baulks of the site,
the monitoring recorded significant archaeological deposits
relating to frontage and backland activity during the
medieval period. The sections revealed intense occupation
deposits in the form of horizontal layers of gravel, sand
and clay, representing the remains of successive floor
surfaces, interleaved with darker organic demolition and
trample deposits. Organic midden was revealed below the
occupation levels, and fragments of a medieval wooden
platter were recovered from the midden material. Deposits
of garden soil were recorded towards the back and on the S
side of the site. On the N side of the site, occupation floor
levels were observed between two phases of garden soil.
On the Skinnergate frontage a metalled surface of cassies
and lower gravel and sand layers showed makeup for earlier
Skinnergate road surfaces. At the N side of the site natural
riverine deposits were located at 4.25m OD, roughly 3m
down from the top of the baulk at that location.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Gillies Ltd

Jeanfield House, 4 Jeanfield Road, Perth
Standing building survey and evaluation
Héléna Gray and Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 1074 2376 A standing building survey and trial trenching
evaluation was carried out in January 2013 prior to development
work. The building was constructed in the Late Victorian
Revivalist style which commonly includes wide projecting
eaves, bipartite and tripartite mullioned windows, and multiple
pitched dormers with various architectural embellishments.
The school was constructed in 1876 and refurbished in 1948.
This refurbishment work had only minimal impact on the
external elevations. The N-facing elevation is unaltered with
the exception of the addition of an annexe to the E-facing gable
of the N wing. The S-facing elevation is also largely unaltered
with the exception of the addition of an annexe to the E-facing
gable and a corridor providing access at ground and first floor
level to the modern (1980s) office block.
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The E-facing elevation is symmetrical, with the gables of the
N and S wings framing the E-facing elevation of the main block.
The large tripartite window and the smaller flanking windows
on the ground floor would probably have lit classrooms. The
main living accommodation would have been on the first and
attic floors. The porch contained the formal school entrance,
which continued in use as the main entrance until the building
was vacated.
The W-facing elevation has had a steel fire escape added,
probably in the 1960s. This was partly supported on an original
19th-century gate pier. The W-facing elevation is dominated
by the two-storey block. The only blocked feature on this
elevation was a door below the fire escape. Its position close
to the former gated entrance suggests it was the main service
access to the school. The boiler house, chimney and fuel store
probably date to the first half of the 20th century.
A total of seven evaluation trenches, covering 107.2m2
were excavated, but no finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: Perth and Kinross Council HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Ryven Ltd

King Street Perth
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1158 2332 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
19–20 March 2013, during groundwork associated with the
construction of a house extension and garage on a site behind
31–33 King Street. The area was considered sensitive due to its
proximity to the 15th-century Carthusian monastery located to
the NW. The area investigated consisted of 0.7m deep deposits
of 19th-century made ground overlying garden soil. The single

Excavating a cremation urn at Kilmagadwood
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sherd of residual medieval pottery recovered from the soil
was probably derived from manuring of the soil during the
medieval period. A large upright slab, which may have been
a reused threshold or paving slab, was recorded on the site of
the garage.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: David Donaldson

Portmoak
Easter Balgeddie, Loch Leven
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 17 03 A fragment of a heavily decayed Roman brooch, with
some cell-enamelling still intact.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Kilmagadwood
Evaluation and excavation
Derek Hall
NO 18057 02119 An evaluation was undertaken in December
2012 and January 2013 on the proposed site of two new houses
at Kilmagadwood. The area was considered of interest due to
the discovery of a cinerary urn on the site in 1946 (NO10SE 1).
The evaluations identified a number of cremation urns, and
an excavation of the area was undertaken, 1–9 April 2013.
The urns were excavated, lifted and recorded. A total of 24
urns were discovered, 6 were intact, 11 were slightly plough
damaged, and 7 were broken.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Imagine Land (Kilmagadwood) Ltd
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Rattray

St Madoes

Blackhills
Roundhouse (possible)
George Currie
NO 20268 47777 There is a possible roundhouse located 700m
NE of Blackhills Farm on a terrace in rough pasture. It has an
inner diameter at least 10m, the tallest footings are 0.5m and
it is visible from a distance of at least 80m. The northern arc
has the most obvious signs of walling and there is an entrance
to the SSE.

Inchyra
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 1889 2040 A gold posy finger ring of the 17th century.
This appears to have started life as a finger ring with floral
decoration on the outer band. However, the differential wear
on the outer and inner faces has led Stuart Campbell to suggest
that the inner band inscription is a later addition to turn the
ring into a posy ring. The inscription is in Scots and combines
pictograms and words: daith vill ♥ ♥ for one shall not; the
sense of which appears to be something akin to two hearts
joined in love will only be separated by death.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Trinity Gask

The possible roundhouse at Blackhills
Mains of Rattray
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 2103 4530 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
undertaken on 24 July 2013 on land 280m NW of Mains
of Rattray in advance of the construction of a house. The
area was considered sensitive as it is located on the S edge
of a motte and bailey site known as Castle of Rattray. Four
evaluation trenches were excavated, each measuring 2 x 15m
and representing 6% of the available area.
The evaluation showed that the site contained a deep
build up of homogeneous topsoil or colluviums, formed
as a result of hillwash off the motte and bailey feature. The
unstratified topsoil bottomed onto fine orange natural sands
and gravels. Two of the trenches crossed a large ditch feature
extending cNE–SW across the site. The ditch contained a fill
of homogenous silty loam, virtually identical to the topsoil.
In each trench a narrow slot feature bottoming into natural
sand seemed to be associated with the S edge of the ditch.
In one trench where the ditch appeared, some fragments of
slag (possibly metalworking) were recovered from the lower
part of the topsoil and in the same trench one fragment of slag
was recovered from the bottom of the ditch fill. The slag could
indicate that metalworking had been taking place nearby. No
significant archaeological features appeared in the other two
evaluation trenches.

Kirkhill Roman Signal Station
Evaluation
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NN 9676 1883 An assessment was carried out on 8 November
2012 on parts of the monument damaged by pigs. The worst
damage was towards the NW quadrant of the bank, ditch
and inner platform. Despite the extent of turf damage, there
appeared to be no serious, permanent effect on the monument,
with clods of turf still in situ. It was clear, however, that
continued erosion would have become an issue, and some
remedial work to replace the disturbed turf was recommended.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

RENFREWSHIRE
Erskine
Ailsa Lodge, Bishopton
Watching brief
James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 44747 71965 A watching brief was undertaken, 20–21
November 2012, during the excavation of foundations for a
new conservatory. The remains of two walls, probably postmedieval in date, and the remnants of a previous garden wall
were recorded.
Archive: Renfrewshire Council HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Quigley Architects

Bishopton
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Robert Strachan

Scone
Bonhard Park, Scone
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 1544 2652 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out on 4
September 2013 on the proposed site of a new house. A total of
three trenches, covering 6% of the area, were excavated but no
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr D Normand

The Pegasus mount from Bishopton (Copyright NMS)
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NS 42 72 A copper-alloy mount in the form of a Pegasus was
found about a kilometre NE of the Roman fort of Bishopton.
The surfaces are rather worn; the legs and most of the wings are
lost. The front part of the figure is represented, with a socket
for attachment at the rear which broke and was replaced with
a riveted fastening. Such objects (which are unusual finds) are
usually identified as vehicle mounts.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT124/12), allocated to Paisley Museum

Houston
Kilallan Kirk
Geophysical survey and grave recording
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 382 689 A geophysical survey and programme of grave
recording were carried out, 20–30 September 2013. The survey
of the interior and kirkyard of the medieval kirk located a
robbed out foundation trench inside the kirk and two large
sub-circular features in the kirkyard. These features probably
relate to earlier ecclesiastical activity on the site. An area of
lower resistance on the N side of the kirk may be a grave cut,
whilst two areas of magnetic disturbance may indicate the
presence of multiple burials. The grave recording identified a
total of 58 grave monuments and two possible grave footings.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Kilallan Kirk Preservation Trust

Paisley
Paisley Abbey
Geophysical survey
Richard Jones and Carmen Cuenca-Garcia – University of Glasgow
NS 4849 6388 A GPR survey was undertaken on 4 September
2012 to explore the direction of the medieval drain and the
possible presence of other structures related to the abbey. The
survey covered a 24 x 34m area, in a small park close to the
White Cart Water, to the S of the abbey. The disturbed topsoil
resulting from the demolition of 19th-century tenements and
other levelling and landscaping works produced complex
results. The higher conductivity of these deposits and the
rubble matrix of the topsoil resulted in limited penetration
by the electromagnetic signal. Nevertheless, some coherent
responses from near-surface reflectors (c1m) were recorded,
probably relating to the foundation remains of 19th-century
tenements. Of greater interest was the detection of what appears
to be a 20m segment of the E–W course of the drain, starting
at a depth of c0.5m and developing westwards at 0.8m deep.
Archive: The Renfrewshire Local History Forum
Funder: The Renfrewshire Local History Forum

Paisley Town Hall
Watching brief
Bob Will – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 48456 63977 A watching brief was carried out, 13–27
February 2013, during groundworks associated with the
refurbishment of Paisley Town Hall. The area had been severely
disturbed during the installation of modern services and no
significant archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Renfrewshire Council

SCOTTISH BORDERS
Ashkirk
Synton House, Ashkirk
162

Evaluation
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 48667 22332 An evaluation was carried out on 14 January
2013 at Synton Barn Cottage prior to the construction of a house,
garage and workshop. The evaluation aimed to establish the
exact location and condition of the remains of Synton House,
which was built in the 18th century and demolished in the
1970s. Archive material suggests that Synton House may have
been built on the site of a 16th-century building and possibly
incorporated some elements of this structure.
The remains of Synton House were located and many of the
walls survive to c1m in height. A large number of pieces of
shaped red sandstone masonry, including part of a chimney
and a selection of ceramic tiles, were recovered from the
rubble. These have been retained by the client for reuse.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council HER (intended)
Funder: Mr Dominic Ware

Ayton
Ayton
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 92 61 The head of a Romano-British brooch was found
during metal detecting in a field N of Ayton. It is very
corroded, broken across a casting flaw, and is an unusual form
which cannot be closely identified in this condition. The semicylindrical head has converging ribs where the bow runs onto
it and cast-in grooves near the ends. An integral loop on the
underside held the sprung pin; corrosion traces imply it had
an iron axis. 27 x 18 x 10.5mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT207/12), allocated to Scottish Borders
Museum Service

Head of an unusual Romano-British brooch, Ayton. Drawing: Alan
Braby
Netherbyres
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 94 63 The base of a small terret was found during metal
detecting at Netherbyres, S of Eyemouth. It is of the ‘massive’
type, with a looped integrally-cast base for attachment and a
projection into the ring interior, broken where it expands. L 41,
W 13.5, H 29mm. Cropmarks of a later prehistoric settlement
are known in the same field.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT205/12), allocated to Scottish Borders
Museum Service

Broughton, Glenholm and Kilbucho
Glenholm Cottages
Standing building recording and evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 1023 3294 A standing building survey, carried out on
twin cottages prior to development, found that both had been
extended to the front and sides. No original architectural
features had been retained in the interior of either cottage. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded

SCOT TISH BORDERS

during a trial trenching evaluation of 10% of the 0.3ha
development area. This work was carried out 10 June – 18
November 2013.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr John Burnett

Rachan Wood, Rachan
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 120 345 A 10% trial trenching evaluation was carried out
on 26 April 2013 prior to the construction of a house within
woodland. A total of five trenches were excavated covering
the 250m2 footprint of the house. A simple stratigraphy of thin
topsoil overlying gravel rich subsoils was recorded. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: D and H Farmer Chartered Architects

Bunkle and Preston
Blackhouse, Reston
Watching brief
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 82107 60838 (start of access road) A watching brief was
carried out, 16–17 September 2013, during topsoil stripping
associated with the construction of a single wind turbine and
access road. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.

elevation incorporates a pedimented arch with pilasters.
Historical photographs show that the arch housed the station
clock. The interior of the building has been refurbished to suit
the needs of 20th-century living, and there are no surviving
period features associated with its former use as a ticket office
and station masters house.
NT 4772 3858 The Torwoodlee gate piers are located on a
minor trackway leading from the N to the Torwoodlee mansion
house. The piers were hewn from single blocks of sandstone
and are probably of mid-19th-century date.
NT 51572 35251 A Level 1 survey was carried out on the
Category B Galafoot (Redbridge) Railway Viaduct located to
the E of Galashiels. The viaduct was constructed in c1849
to cross the River Tweed for the North British Railway and
formed the first part of the Waverley Railway Line from
Edinburgh to Carlisle. Also known as the Tweed or Redbridge
Viaduct, it is constructed of squared sandstone rubble with
ashlar voussoirs on its segmental arches. The piers consist
of rusticated sandstone with boat-shaped cutwaters on the
upstream and downstream sides. The parapet is constructed
of sandstone with ashlar copings. The viaduct is approached
along embankments on both sides of the river. The 1972 OS
map shows a massive stone abutment to the W of the stream,
while the viaduct also crosses a track to the E of the river.
The Waverley Railway closed to regular passenger traffic on
6 January 1969 and much of the route in Midlothian now
forms part of a cycle track.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Locogen Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report: Scottish Borders HER and RCAHMS
Funder: ERM Ltd on behalf of Transport Scotland

Caddonfoot/Galashiels/Melrose/Stow

Cockburnspath

Borders Railway Project
Evaluation and standing building recording
Stuart Mitchell, Graeme Carruthers and Mike Cressey – CFA
Archaeology Ltd
A programme of archaeological work associated with the
Borders Railway Project was carried out, October 2011 –
February 2012.

Old Cambus
Evaluation
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 806 695 A 10% trial trenching evaluation was carried out
on 23 January 2013 prior to residential development. The
excavation of a single trench, measuring 25 x 2m, did not
locate any finds or features of archaeological significance.

Evaluations
NT 45133 42631 The excavation of a single trench, through a
cairn on the E of the railway bed to the S of Stow, recorded a
feature containing blocks of concrete within its matrix, built
on made ground and redeposited natural.
NT 52268 34999 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
in a pasture field at Tweedbank. A total of 7% (1173m2) of the
area was examined but no finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Standing building surveys
NT 4976 3583 Langhaugh Mill is located in an industrial estate
and is predominantly a late 19th-century complex, consisting
of stone built weaving sheds with multiple pitched roofs
supported on cast-iron columns. The exteriors are largely
unmodified, whilst the interiors were greatly altered during
the 20th century. A late 20th-century steel-framed weaving
shed and plant room were also surveyed. Associated with the
weaving sheds is a detached two-storey house with attic which
probably housed the mill manager. The interior had been
converted into offices for a local builder.
NT 4564 4454 Stow Station was built in the Victorian
revivalist style and occupies roughly a Z-shaped plan with
an assortment of 20th-century additions attached to its E and
W-facing external elevations. The building is constructed of
snecked sandstone and has ashlar dressings. The S-facing

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr R Drysdale

Townhead Farm Steading, Old Cambus
Standing building recording
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 8000 6980 A standing building survey, carried out on
27 February 2013 of Townhead Farm Steading prior to
its conversion into three dwellings, produced a complete
photographic survey of the exterior and interior of the
buildings. Alterations, blocked openings, etc, were recorded at
a scale of 1:200 on the existing architect’s drawings.
The buildings were not all of one phase, with at least
three different types of masonry and mortar apparent. The
adaptation of the buildings over time, as agricultural practices
changed, could be seen in numerous blocked openings and
others inserted through walls. Evidence for other buildings
visible on the 1st Edition OS map was recorded in the form of
wall stubs and scars of roof lines.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ms D Logue

Coldingham
Coldingham Priory Church
Watching brief and post-excavation work
Melanie Johnson and Adam Jackson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
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NT 9039 6595 A watching brief in October 2012 observed the
construction of a new door in the S elevation and its associated
stair and footpath, ground reduction for an upgraded footpath
serving the entrance porch, and the excavation of a trench
through the S elevation for a new pipe.
A number of pieces of architectural stonework were
recovered from the rubble core of the wall during the insertion
of the new door. The architectural stone assemblage is varied
but is dominated by stonework characterised by a distinctive
type of bold carved moulding that can be confidently dated to
the Early English Gothic of the late 12th to mid-13th century.
Reused in the construction of the later 17th-century church,
these stones were chiefly from large heavily decorated arches
and are uniformly of a pink or red sandstone.
Two pieces are of particular interest. The first has a carved
human face, representing either a man or a woman, possibly
a saint. The face is carved in stylised fashion, although effort
has been made to define eyelids and provide texture to the
hair. Rising from the right side of the head is the beaded edge
of an arch and from the left side of the head a second rolled
modelling. It is likely that this carved stone formed part of a
door jamb.

construction phases. In addition, there are finds that are clearly
of later post-medieval and/or modern date, that were possibly
originally associated with graves or grave architecture.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Scottish Borders HER (intended)
Funder: Congregational Board of Coldingham and St Abbs

Drone Hill
Post-excavation work
Gary Savory and Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 84426 67862 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was carried in October 2011 at Drone Hill Wind Farm
(DES 2012, 162). The ground-breaking works revealed
archaeological remains indicative of prehistoric activity. Several
small pits produced a small quantity of pottery of Early Bronze
Age date and flint. Radiocaron dates derived from naked barley
recovered from one of the pits suggest an Early Bronze Age
date within the early to mid-25th century BC (SUERC-43427–8;
2458–2155 cal BC and 2466–2243 cal BC). As naked barley was
commonly cultivated during this period, and typological dating
of AOC pottery neck sherds recovered from the same pit fill
agrees with the radiocarbon dates, it is possible to date the pit
with some confidence. While the flint assemblage was largely
residual, it broadly reflected Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age
occupancy of the area and thus also corresponds to the dates of
the palaeobotanic and ceramic evidence.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Scottish Borders HER and
RCAHMS
Funder: Natural Power

Greenburn, Ayton
Watching brief
Laura Bailey – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 839 609 A watching brief was carried out, 15 August – 14
September 2012, during the installation of a new electricity line
and removal of an existing power network at Greenburn. The
work was carried out within the area of a scheduled ancient
monument (Greenburn – enclosure and pit alignments), but no
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Electricity Network Solutions Ltd

Houndwood Parish Church
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 8430 6382 A watching brief was carried out, 2–29 November
2012, during groundwork associated with the redevelopment
of the church into a crematorium. No significant archaeological
finds or features were recorded during the excavation of
internal and external service trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Grantshouse Crematorium Ltd

Coldingham Priory Church: Front view of the stylised human face
carved on red sandstone
The largest of the finds is also of note as it may constitute
the partial remains of sedilia (recessed stone seats for clergy
which are commonly found in the chancels, or choirs, of
churches). The surviving carved cusps are suggestive of
trefoil, quartrefoil, or cinqfoil motifs, which is consistent with
a 13th-century date.
Other finds, including column shafts, would also fit well
with this 12th- to 13th-century period of construction. However,
other carved stones that have simpler or differing types of
moulding are less easy to date and may point to different
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Kirk Heugh, St Abbs
Excavation and survey
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NT 91669 68778 A topographic survey and excavation were
carried out, 13–24 March 2013, to test the findings of a
geophysical survey carried out by Wessex Archaeology in
2012, and to establish the nature and date of the collapsed
kirk on the coastal cliff. None of the geophysical anomalies
examined were of archaeological significance. However,
artefacts (a small metal pin and ceramic fragments) recovered
from a trench through the southern wall of the kirk date to
the 13th to 16th centuries; suggesting an association with the
nearby Coldingham Priory.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland
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Coldstream
Eccles Substation
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 79600 41800 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
14–21 October 2013, on the site of an extension to the Eccles
Substation. The excavation of 34 trenches on an area to the E
of the substation, covering 2808m², did not record any finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Iberdrola Engineering and Construction

Cranshaws
Cranshaws Castle
Standing building recording and watching brief
Tom Addyman and Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 68195 61807 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, January 2012 – June 2013, prior to/during the
refurbishment of this well preserved later 16th-century (c1550)
tower house. The work consisted of the production of an
initial record and assessment of the structure, monitoring and
building recording during interior works, and monitoring of
excavations associated with services within and in the vicinity
of the tower. An additional stage of recording and monitoring
followed the decision to remove cementitious harl from the
tower exterior. Additional groundwork to the exterior, the
expansion of the parking area on the W side of the tower,
was also monitored. A comprehensive reappraisal of the
understanding of the evolution of the structure was carried
out and, with many areas newly exposed, an extensive formal
survey of the structure was completed. It was possible to
closely relate recorded secondary modifications to historical
sources for works carried out in the later 18th century, the early
19th century, in c1895–1900, and in the second half of the 20th
century.
Much evidence for the original appearance and internal
arrangement of the tower was recorded. A stone turnpike
stair located at the NW angle provided access, by means of
two entrances at each level respectively, to smaller chambers
within the NE part of the tower and to chambers in the main
body to the S. The entrances off the stair to the NE chambers
were all subsequently blocked and the walling segregating the
NE chambers from the areas to the S were broken through.
Evidence was found at first floor level that the NE chamber
had been vaulted. It was further concluded that the lower two
levels of the tower had probably been vaulted, with the upper
of these levels forming an entresol arrangement.
Evidence for earlier windows was recorded throughout
the building. All had been detailed with simple chamfered
surrounds and many preserved evidence for glazing grooves
and bars.
Some uncertainty remains as to whether the main entrance
was located in the same position as the current entrance or
at first floor level. The existing bolection-moulded entrance
surround dates to the 1890s. However, it is clear from earlier
views that a predecessor entrance at the same point was
itself of secondary construction. On the W elevation a broad
relieving arch above an area of patched walling at hall (second
floor) level and a series of putlogs may be evidence for an
original first floor entrance that led into an intramural space
which existed at that point, but this remains unconfirmed.
Other features of the original build include an in situ floor
structure of pine common joists at third floor level, the
remains of a slop-sink spout within the N elevation at hall
level, and relieving arches seen externally that suggest the

former presence of fireplaces internally.
Evidence for subsequent modifications was mapped
throughout. Extensive work was carried out from the late 18th
to early 19th century. This included the removal of the first
floor vault, and the vaults within the chambers to the NE, the
associated formation of a kitchen and other domestic spaces
at basement level, and a series of chambers defined by new
partition walls at first floor level. The S chamber remains well
preserved, retaining its panelled interior. The upper floors
were extensively modified and the roof structure and parapets
rebuilt. A new cap-house above the stair gave access to the
parapet; this bears the date 1781. Many new windows were
inserted during this period and original ones modified, often
enlarged and all provided with projecting stone sills. A new
ground floor entrance was also formed towards the N end of
the E wall.
Below basement floor level a stone-lined drain, designed to
keep ground water levels reduced, was recorded. Of the series
of services trenches excavated to the N and E of the tower,
none revealed evidence for remains associated with its earlier
occupation, indeed it was clear that there had been much
ground reduction to natural in the vicinity. One stone-lined
channel revealed to the N was evidently an overflow for the
well that still exists further to the NW.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Private client

Eddleston
Cowieslinn Quarry
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 23409 50711 A watching brief was carried out in February
2013 during topsoil stripping prior to the extension of
Cowieslinn Quarry (Phase 3). A small area of rig and furrow
was noted just outside the extension area. Two areas of peat
were removed and small areas of bedrock with evidence of
quarrying were exposed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Cemex UK

Fogo
Knowe Toft Farm – The Chesters
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 7410 4740 A watching brief was carried out on 7 October
2013 during groundwork associated with the excavation
of foundations for a stable block and garage at Knowe Toft
Farm. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Richard Amos Ltd

Gordon
Midmill Cottages, Gordon
Standing building recording
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 661 433 A Level 2 standing building survey was carried out,
10 April 2013, on two partly ruined 18th-century cottages, part
of a range of four buildings, associated with an 18th-century
flour mill. The cottages had been altered and modified and
although their roofs had been removed they were in generally
fair condition.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Bruce Brown
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Greenlaw
Greenlawdean Farm
Metal detector survey
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 695 499 A metal detector survey was carried out in February
2013 on land NW of Greenlaw and S of Greenlaw Dean in
advance of planting by Seed and Co. The area is in the vicinity
of a findspot of Roman coins and pottery (NT64NE 13) and S
of the location of the Corbie Heugh Coin Hoard (NT64NE 10).
All finds located were modern in date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Seed and Co

Hawick
Drumlanrig Square, Hawick
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 50015 14266 A standing building survey was carried out
on 8 May 2013 of 15 Drumlanrig Square prior to development.
This late 18th-century two-storey, three bay town house has
lain empty for a number of years. The exposure of the bare
stone walls allowed the identification of blocked fireplaces in
the SE wall on the ground and first floor. The blocked openings
recorded in the SW and SE walls indicate that the building
predates its neighbour (16) to the SW.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Brian Wear

Innerleithen
Holylee Estate, Walkerburn
Watching brief
Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology
NT 39153 37747 A watching brief was carried out, 22–23 May
2013, during ground-breaking works associated with a hydroelectric scheme. The work was considered sensitive as the route
of the water pipe ran close to Old Holylee House, which was
built in 1737, and may be on the site of an earlier tower house.
The majority of the trenching followed the route of an old
access track and monitoring, within 50m of the house site, did
not record any finds or features of archaeological significance.

Kenneth Macfadyen, Tom Addyman and Coralie Mills – Addyman
Archaeology
NT 65078 20654 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 30 October 2012 – March 2013, at 29–31 High Street,
an historic street frontage property whose poor condition led
to approval for its demolition. An historic building survey was
undertaken prior to demolition and the demolition work was
closely monitored. An examination of the visible elements of
the rear wall of the building indicated that this was a structure
of early origin, with openings displaying chamfered and roll
moulded surrounds suggesting a 17th-century or possibly earlier
date. The surviving masonry elements of a rear wing, demolished
in recent years, also indicated a 17th- or early 18th-century date.
Stripping out of the modern internal finishes permitted a
systematic historic building survey. Analysis revealed that the
NE gable wall probably preserved the earliest surviving in situ
fabric, including parts of a stone turnpike stair at the rear, E
corner, of the structure. This preserved blocked entrances,
detailed with chamfered surrounds, which had formerly
led into the adjacent property to the NE, indicating that the
structure had extended across both burgage plots.
With the exception of the NE wall, the earlier structure
seems to have been comprehensively rebuilt. This second
major phase of work affected the entire structure, and much
of this work survived intact, including the SW gable wall,
additions to the NE wall, the rear wall at ground and first floor
levels, the first floor level of the frontage, and well preserved
timber floor structures at first and second floor levels. At the
original eaves level of the rear wall the truncated remains of
the rafter feet and ties of the associated roof structure survived
embedded within the surrounding masonry of a later raising of
the wall head. Cereal chaff recovered from this area indicated a
thatched roof at that period.

Archive: OASIS and RCAHMS
Funder: Holylee Estate

Station House, Traquair Road
Watching brief
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 3315 3633 A watching brief was carried out, 12–13
November 2012, prior to a proposed residential development
on land N and E of Station House. The site is immediately N
of the former Innerleithen Railway Station, and the 1st Edition
OS map of 1856 shows a rail line crossing the site. A linear
cut, wall and black deposit of shale and coal recorded during
the work probably related to the construction of the railway.
It may be concluded that the work undertaken during the
development of the railway will have removed any potentially
archaeologically significant deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report: Scottish Borders Archaeologist
Funder: Tweed Homes

Jedburgh
High Street, Jedburgh
Standing building recording and watching brief
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The 17th-century oak floor structure as revealed during demolition
The remaining floor structures were notable for mostly being
of oak and for the fact that the timbers were sinuous and
minimally dressed, apart from the thorough stripping of bark,
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no doubt for tanbark. Dating of the floor and roof timbers by
dendrochronology (by Coralie Mills) indicated the same year
of felling for the whole oak structure, and it was possible to
identify the season of felling as the winter of 1667/8. This
indicates 1668 as the earliest likely date for the secondary
rebuild of the structure. The tree-ring analysis indicated local
native oak was used, which makes this the most recent native
oak structure so far dated using dendrochronology anywhere
in Scotland, from a period when imported pine usually
dominates. This highlights the largely untapped dendropotential in the Scottish Borders. A group of young pine
timbers from the building have not yet been analysed.
The walling of this phase incorporated a number of reused
stones, many of which displayed fine diagonal tooling suggestive
of a medieval date. A notable concentration of such stones was
recorded in the masonry of a projecting chimneybreast in the
W wall. At ground floor level these included a very substantial
lintel with chamfered aris and two recycled engaged capitals of
ecclesiastical character. These were of later 12th- or earlier 13thcentury date and not dissimilar to some of those remaining
in situ at Jedburgh Abbey. A similarly early moulded window
mullion section, also of ecclesiastical character, was recorded.
The upper parts of the building had seen considerable later
reworking, probably in the later 18th or early 19th century,
including the formation of a full second storey and the
construction of a new roof structure of sawn pine.
The groups of historic timbers in the building were
systematically sampled and this enabled the production of a
detailed record of their constructional details.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Lanton
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 62 22 An Iron Age copper-alloy dumb-bell toggle, with
bulbous ends, and collars flanking the concave shank where
a thong would fasten, was found by metal detecting near
Lanton. L 19.5mm, D 11 mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 04/13), allocated to Hawick Museum

Lanton Mill Farm
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 6120 2224 (centred on) A standing building survey was
carried out in October 2013 of the three buildings at Lanton
Mill Steading prior to its conversion into a retail and visitor
facility associated with a micro-brewery.
Building 1 was a single storey detached stable with hipped
slate roof and rubble built walls dating to the late 19th century.
Internal stalling and a cobble floor still survived. Building 2
was a single storey rectilinear structure of early 19th-century or
earlier date which was converted into a milking shed sometime
during the mid-20th century. Partitioning of the interior was
evident with contrasting brick work against the earlier stonebuilt fabric. The dairy building had five individual units
comprising the milking shed, two sterilising rooms, a boiler
room and a workshop. Building 3 was a much larger single
storey complex occupying a Z-shaped plan with attached
cattle court and cattle yard. The complex included a large byre
with arched openings into the cattle yard, four animal sheds
of varying size and a large barn associated with a cattle court.
Four major phases were proposed based on the survey results
and the cartographic evidence.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report: Scottish Borders HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Roger G Dodd and Company

Kelso
Abbotsford Grove, Kelso
Evaluation
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 7322 3395 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
on 24 January 2013 on 5000m2 of allotment land next to the
River Tweed prior to development. The site was considered
sensitive due to its proximity to the medieval town and
monastic settlement at Kelso. A total of five trenches, covering
440m2, were excavated. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Eildon Housing Association

Horse Market Gap Site, Kelso
Watching brief
Ronan Toolis and Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 7282 3399 A watching brief was carried out, 17 July – 21
August 2013, during the excavation of foundation trenches
for a development on the site of former public toilets. The
area was considered sensitive due to the potential survival of
material associated with the medieval precinct of Kelso Abbey
and cellars, perhaps dating to the late medieval/early modern
town.
The trenches reached a maximum of 2m below the current
ground surface, and recorded modern made ground and
natural subsoil across the entire site, with no remains of
cellars evident. However, part of an infilled stone-lined well
was recorded near the centre of the site. One sherd of modern
ceramic pipe and one sherd of modern glass were recovered
from the fill of the well. While its date is uncertain, the well
was probably infilled prior to the construction of the public
toilets.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Kirkhope
Kirkhope Tower
Desk-based assessment, survey and excavation
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NT 37784 25041 A programme of archaeological work
was carried out, 27 August – 7 September 2012, to address
questions about the building that were of interest to the owner.
A desk-based assessment and review of the primary historical
documentation for the site was carried out by Richard Oram.
This research demonstrated that, although a building on the
site is not alluded to until the sack of 1543, and not specifically
mentioned until 1582, Kirkhope was clearly an economic unit
of a much earlier date, part of the Douglas Lordship of Ettrick
before coming under ownership of the Cranstouns. The Scotts
of Harden, with whom the site is traditionally associated, are
likely to have taken residence as tenants of the Cranstouns
in the mid-16th century. The site as a whole remained in
occupation to the mid-17th century and it was only after that
date that decline set in, though the tower itself had tenants into
the 19th century as part of the Buccleuch Estate.
Fieldwork included a general topographic survey of the
environs of the tower. Ground investigation involved the
excavation of seven evaluation trenches within the barmkin
area, these positioned both to answer specific analytical
questions about the site and to understand its state of
preservation and stability. A trench placed on the E side of the
barmkin failed to locate any evidence for an enclosing wall.
Trenches within the S range provided important information
as to its former arrangement. It was clear that there had been
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a vaulted lower storey and, perhaps, a hall at first floor level.
Deposits within it may survive to a depth of up to 2m. The
position of an entrance to the courtyard was confirmed,
with one sandstone dressing, detailed with a broad chamfer,
found in situ; the entrance had evidently led down into the
cellar. A further trench confirmed the line of the E wall of the
W range. The architectural survival of the site was shown to
be significant with substantial clay and lime bonded walling
surviving up to an estimated 2m high.
The archaeological investigation revealed no evidence for
a primary destruction event and almost no finds from the
early period of occupation; however, because of the depth of
overlying deposits floor levels were only reached in one of the
trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Private client

Lauder
Girthgate Wind Farm
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NT 48587 47835 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken, 13–18 September 2012, in advance of the
development of a proposed wind farm. The desk-based
assessment identified 41 possible sites within the boundaries
of the proposed development, with a further 23 new sites
being recorded during the walkover survey. The majority of
sites identified comprised very large stone cairns concentrated
across one area of the site. These were visible in aerial
photographs and were generally located on hillsides. The size
and frequency of these cairns is unusual and their function is
unclear. It is possible they are related to quarrying.

The first structure measured 5.6 x 3.1m internally. Most of
the internal area was of beaten earth but that closest to the
entrance and the NE-facing entrance passage itself was paved.
The wall was poorly defined but consisted of an earth bank
with a stone capping. The second structure measured 6 x
3.6m internally. The SE portion of the internal area was paved
but there was no clear entrance. The wall was of dry stone
construction with a deposit of orange silt banked against the
external face. The third trench contained at least three walls
and a ditch but they did not represent a third building. Finds
included loom weights, spindle whorls, a glass bead and a
sherd of pottery which suggest a 7th- to 9th-century date for the
settlement. An assemblage of lithics may indicate an earlier
presence on the site.
Several watching briefs took place during the period of
construction work. Five possible fire pits and a possible track
were the only archaeological features identified.

Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council HER (intended)
Funder: Wind Prospect Ltd

Archive and report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders HER (intended)
Funder: Community Windpower Ltd

Lauder Health Centre
Watching brief
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 52961 47525 A watching brief was undertaken, 7–13
November 2012, during the construction of a new health
centre on the site of a former play park. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Health Board

Lauder Primary School
Evaluation
James Lewis − CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 53026 47468 Three trenches were excavated on 5 December
2012 in order to try to locate evidence of a medieval town
wall. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: Scottish Borders Council HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Craig Fotheringham

Longformacus
Fallago Rig Wind Farm
Excavation and watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 6111 5885 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, March 2011 – January 2013, on an access road
leading to Fallago Rig Wind Farm in the upper River Dye valley
at the confluence with Kersons Cleugh. Two well defined small
buildings were investigated and a third trench examined what
may have been the remains of a third.
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Stone spindle whorls recovered during excavations at Fallago

Manor
Hidden History of the Scottish Borders
Survey and excavation
Graeme Cavers, Andy Heald and Charlotte Douglas – AOC
Archaeology Group
NT 222 326 A programme of community archaeology was
focused on the extensive settlement and field system complex
at Glenrath Hope, Manor Valley on 11 June – 24 August 2013.
The project aimed to disentangle the evidence for prehistoric
and early historic settlement represented in the upstanding
stone roundhouses, field boundaries and enclosures in the
valley through detailed topographic survey and targeted
excavations of key buildings.
Survey was carried out as a training exercise using a range
of techniques including plane table and offset drawing, total
station and differential GPS. In addition, a detailed terrain
model was constructed using laser scanning. The survey
work identified a range of building types and relationships,
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The roundhouse at Glenrath Hope, after excavation
demonstrating that the field system and structures were
clearly of composite, multi-period character. Excavations were
carried out at two key buildings; one of the terraced stonewalled roundhouses thought to relate to an early stage in the
development of the field system; and at an unusual longhouse
structure of very different character to any of the other
buildings in the valley.
Excavation of the roundhouse showed the building to be
c9m in diameter, with a substantial stone wall terraced into
the slope above the field system. The roundhouse wall had
been re-lined with a second inner face in the upslope area, and
this rebuild sealed a dark occupation deposit. Other deposits
in the interior of the building were very thin and contained few
artefacts, though a small number of pot sherds and a fragment
of a shale or cannel coal bracelet were recovered. A hearth
pit was located in the S, downslope area of the roundhouse
and was lined with stones, but the interior was otherwise
featureless. The entrance to the building was not obvious, but
was probably located in the ruinous S area.
The second was a long rectangular building, one of the few
demonstrably rectangular buildings in the Glenrath Valley.
This building was first identified by Smith (1982; 1990) who
suggested that the building may be Norse in origin. Whilst
a possibility, it is equally plausible that building could be
medieval or post-medieval in date. Excavation revealed that
the building, at least in a later phase consisted of two rooms,
defined by the remains of an ephemeral stone foundation
layer. However, excavation of the walls demonstrated that the
building underwent a varied history. It appears that one of the
rooms may have been built first, with the second room added
on later. At some juncture the S wall was revetted, conjoining
the two rooms together. Excavation also revealed that the
building sat on top of an agricultural soil which, in turn,
overlay other walls and a cairn. Unfortunately, the interior

soils were very shallow. Finds were few and initial assessment
suggests that none are diagnostic of a particular period. Postexcavation analysis is currently ongoing.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Melrose
Abbotsford House, Melrose
Standing building recording and watching brief
Gary Savory and Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 5105 3434 A programme of archaeological work was carried
out, June 2011 – August 2012, during development work. A
watching brief was carried out during groundworks for the
construction of a car park and visitor reception building to the
E of Abbotsford House. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
A building survey and watching brief were carried out
during refurbishment works at Abbotsford House. The
principal building features identified included the foundations
for a domestic boiler and a stone-lined well. External features
that were recorded included the vaulted passage roof to the
Ice House and the East Court and Kitchen Walled Gardens.
A hypocaust flue or heating duct for the now demolished
glasshouses and a stone-lined culvert were recorded during
the laying of new services.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Abbotsford Trust

Melrose Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NT 54936 34224 This collection was assessed in November
2013. Most of the stone fragments in this part of the collection
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are small-scale, but are in good condition, many with traces
of lime-wash. Among the more interesting examples there is
a 13th-century corbel fragment carved with a grotesque head,
with bulging eyes and fearsome pointed teeth (MEL/c/9).
MEL/cc/36 is a substantial capital from a nook shaft,
probably late 12th-/early 13th-century in date, and is carved
with deeply undercut stiff-leaf foliage. The undercutting is so
pronounced that some leaves stand free of the surface behind.
The shape and position of the column shaft that would have
been set below is clearly visible on the lower surface of the
capital, showing that it was cylindrical.
MEL/vb/20 was once displayed in the Commendator’s
House museum, and is now in store at Melrose. This late
medieval circular vault boss has three flattened areas around
the edge which were once abutted by vault ribs. The outer
face of the boss is carved with a woman’s head, her long hair
flowing across the side areas of the boss. The head has large
eyes and a rounded chin. The nose is damaged but would
originally have been quite broad. The head is crowned, and
the crown has a scalloped upper edge and is decorated with
a series of lozenge shapes in low-relief. The upper part of the
head (and therefore the crown) is damaged, but appears to
have had a cap of thick material which appears in folds around
the upper edge of the crown.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

of previous geophysical surveys, which had located a road,
an oval or elliptical enclosure and at least four old walls or
field boundaries. There are now a number of archaeological
features, largely of unknown date, located at Old Melrose,
which may relate to the Early Christian monastery that once
stood here.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Melrose Historical and Archaeological Association

Minto
Hassendeanburn Bridge
Watching brief
Doug Rocks-Macqueen – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 5443 1822 A watching brief was carried out on 20 August
2013 during the construction of the abutments for a new
footbridge. The area was considered sensitive as Hassendean
Chapel and its associated burial ground once lay on the W
bank of the Hassendeanburn. The chapel had medieval origins
and was washed away in the later 18th century.
No definitive evidence of the chapel or burial ground was
found. However, a curving retaining wall of worked sandstone
and mortar was recorded, which may have been contemporary
with the chapel, perhaps defining the edge of the burial ground,
although a later date must be considered equally possible.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Nenthorn
Smiddy Corner, Nenthorn
Evaluation and watching brief
James Lewis and Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 68021 37402 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, 15 November 2012 – 8 June 2013, on the site of a
proposed residential development and an associated service
trench. The evaluation recorded four pits, one ditch and a
curvilinear feature. Only the ditch and the curvilinear feature
contained finds. These consisted of three pieces of animal bone
and sherd of medieval White Gritty Ware. The watching brief
carried out during the excavation of seven service trenches
recorded no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: Scottish Borders HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Robin Thomson

Peebles
Cavalry Court, Peebles
Watching brief
Richard Tuffin – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2635 3970 A watching brief was carried out on 2 June
2013 on a residential development. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Melrose Abbey: The outer face of the vault boss

Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders HER (intended)
Funder: Tweed Homes

Old Melrose
Geophysical survey
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 587 340 A community archaeological investigation,
supervised by GUARD, was undertaken 22 July – 23 October
2013. The geophysical survey examined the area of the
early medieval monastic settlement of Old Melrose and St
Cuthbert’s Chapel. The survey located a possible structure
and associated track/road, three linear features that may be
old walls or field boundaries, an old track and the remains of
a 20th-century enclosure. This adds significantly to the results

Cross Kirk, Peebles
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NT 25062 40725 This small collection was assessed in
November 2013. It is in many ways typical of the kind of carved
stone that tends to remain at a minor monument, comprising
small column shafts, stair treads, jambs and voussoirs of fairly
simple design. Among the collection there is a group of four
stones which were originally part of window(s) in the church,
comprising window jambs and a mullion, still with their
glazing checks.
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This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Polwarth
Marchmont House
Watching brief
Jake Streatfeild-James – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 748 486 A watching brief was carried out, 28 January – 07
March 2013, during work associated with the installation of a
biomass boiler and accumulator tank. Several features relating
to post-medieval activity were recorded during the excavations,
including five midden and waster pits, and former services
and foundations relating to ranges associated with Redbraes
Castle. The upstanding gable end of the SW range of the castle
had been incorporated into a former estate cottage, which is
itself ruined.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Richard Amos Ltd

Roberton
Roberton
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 44 13 The head of a Romano-British trumpet brooch was
found by metal detecting near Roberton, in an area where
another brooch had been found (DES 2012, 165).
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT176/12), allocated to NMS

Selkirk
Sunderland Cottages
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 47254 30880 A watching brief was carried out on 17
October 2013 on ground-breaking works associated with the
construction of a house extension at 3 Sunderland Cottages
to the S of Galashiels. The area had been affected by prior
landscaping work and there were no finds or features of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aitken Turnbull Architects Ltd

Yarrowford
Metal detector survey and watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 45587 28415 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, 12 November 2012 – 1 February 2013, over the
route of a new water pipeline on arable land adjacent to
the A708 and the Ettrick and Yarrow Waters. The pipeline
traversed the site of the Battle of Philiphaugh (1645) and
skirted the edge of a scheduled ancient monument identified
from aerial photographs as an Anglian settlement. A total
of 25 metal objects were recovered during a metal detector
survey and retained for further analysis. A watching brief was
undertaken on four areas along the pipeline, towards the E end
on the site of the Battle of Philiphaugh, and in the area around
the scheduled ancient monument. The stone foundations
of several walls and cobbled surfaces, possibly representing
yards with associated buildings, were recorded along with
two possible hearths. A small number of artefacts including
medieval and post-medieval pottery were recovered
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water Ltd

Sprouston
Stonehouse Cottage, Sprouston
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby, Alison McCaig and Jamie Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 7564 3537 A watching brief carried out, August 2011 –
March 2013, during ground-breaking work associated with
the construction of new garages, recorded a series of building
remains and a culvert.
Red sandstone mortared walls recorded in a cable trench
appear to be the remains of a roofed building recorded on the
1st Edition OS 25" map of 1863.
A series of unmortared linear features of small to
medium rounded stones recorded in the footprint of new
garages were on an approximate alignment with the walls
of the SW building of a row of roofed buildings recorded
on the 1st Edition OS 25" map of 1863. There is very little
remaining of the walls and no signs of mortar. A deposit of
sandy gravel overlain by a clay surface was recorded in the
garage footprint. The area to the NW appears to have been
landscaped and contained an area of paving and adjacent
upright stones which may have been steps.
A second watching brief was carried out during groundbreaking works for construction of a new conservatory.
A small number of potential structural remains were
uncovered, including several walls, a culvert and a rubble
drain. It seems likely that the vestigial remains recorded
were 19th-century in date and related to former boundary
walls, paths and other garden features. The majority of these
remains are preserved in situ beneath the footprint of the
conservatory.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Scottish Border HER and
RCAHMS
Funder: Roxburghe Estates

Stow
Gamekeepers Cottage, Crookston Mill
Standing building recording
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 4256 5128 A standing building survey was carried out on
22 October 2013 of Gamekeepers Cottage. A photographic
record of the exterior and ground floor was produced, but
the survey of the upper floor was limited by safety concerns.
Architects’ drawings at a scale of 1:50 were annotated with
significant information.
The main fabric of the cottage appears to be of a single
phase; however, both the interior and exterior have undergone
alteration. An area of warm yellow lime harl has survived in
situ on the rear elevation and gives an indication of the original
colour of the building. All four rooms have retained their
fireplaces. Although the building is located close to the site
of a saw mill there is no evidence that it served an industrial
function or was associated with the mill.
A date stone of 1793, evidently reset, is visible on the E
gable just below the chimney; initials above the date were
not legible from the ground. The date stone may have been
recycled from a pre-existing building. There was no physical
evidence to suggest the building had incorporated parts of
an earlier structure. The available cartographic evidence
suggests it was in existence by 1892. The style of decorative
architectural details, its chimneys, the broad flat skews and a
false decorative chimney on the porch, appear to be broadly
contemporary to those associated with the refurbishment at
old Crookston House in the 1860s.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Hunter Architects
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Traquair
West Bold, Walkerburn
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NT 364 358 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were carried out, March – April 2013, on a
135.5ha area in advance of a proposed woodland planting
scheme. The assessment identified at least 15 sites and
a total of 33 possible archaeological sites were identified
during the walkover survey. The main sites identified are
shown below:
NT 3609 3629 (1) Plora Burn – tower house, garden
(possible), farmstead and corn kiln.
NT 36360 36435 (2) Sheepfold.
NT 36487 36553 (3) Mill dam.
NT 35985 35148 (5) Sheep shelter.
NT 35959 35097 (6) Sheepfold.
NT 35920 35509 (7) Plora Craig – field systems.
NT 36237 36245 (8) Plora Craig – earthworks/enclosure.
NT 36251 36340 (9) Sheepfold.
NT 3640 3590 (10) West Bold/Bold Rig – fort.
NT 36250 36322 (11) West Bold – burnt mound.
NT 36716 35935 (12) Glenmead – burnt mound.
NT 36029 36215 (16) Rectangular structure/enclosure.
NT 36269 36334 (17) Modern small concrete block
structure.
NT 36237 36273 – NT 36202 36301 (18) Small section of
stone walling.
NT 36118 36264 – NT 36138 36239 (19) Small section of
stone walling.
NT 36015 36311 – NT 36107 36396 (20a) Stone walling.
NT 36109 36398 – NT 36160 36383 (20b) Stone/turf
walling.
NT 36801 36805 (21) Area of rig and furrow.
NT 35946 35492 (22) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 35932 35558 (23) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36029 35608 (24) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36088 35583 (25) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36056 35758 (26) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 35978 35981 (27) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36423 36094 (28) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36455 35859 (29) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36460 35837 (30) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36477 35805 (31) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36089 35476 – NT 36169 35472 (32) Former field
boundary/division.
NT 36234 35644 – NT 36096 35774 (33) Former field
boundary/division.
NT 36477 35805 (34) Stone/field clearance.
NT 36477 35805 (35) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
NT 36477 35805 (36) Stone/field clearance/quarrying.
Archive: RCAHMS
Report: Forestry Commission Scotland and Scottish Borders HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Westruther
Wedderlie Farm
Evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 645 519 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out on
27 May 2013 in advance of a proposed development. A total
of five trenches were excavated covering 10% of the 0.26ha
area. The only features recorded were modern field drains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Tilson
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Dunrossness
Broo
Survey, paleoenvironmental research and excavation
Gerald F Bigelow, Robert M Friel and Zoe M Outram – Bates
College/University of Bradford
HU 3854 1400 In 2012 and 2013 the Shetland Islands Climate
and Settlement Project (SICSP) continued fieldwork in the
area of Quendale Links, which was dedicated to outlining
the environmental and settlement histories of the area.
Previous fieldwork from 1997 to 2011 had been directed
toward recording evidence of mass mobilisations of sand from
Quendale Beach, and their subsequent catastrophic effects
on human settlements. One of the SICSP’s main priorities has
been to obtain evidence of a great early historic mobilisation
of sand that devastated the Broo Township, one of Shetland’s
most valuable properties, by the mid-18th century.
The Shetland Islands Climate and Settlement Project
involved considerable research in geology, lake sedimentology,
soil micromorphology, sclerochronology, documentary
analysis and local oral history. In addition, digital mapping
and terrestrial LiDAR surveys have been used to record spatial
patterning in field data. The results of these activities will be
combined with the archaeological information outlined below
to produce a study of environmental and settlement dynamics
comparable to ongoing analyses of coastal sand areas in the
Western Isles and Orkney Islands. Also, the possible roles
of hemispheric or global scale climate changes in cycles
of landscape transformation at Quendale are being closely
examined, because it is now clear that the last major episode
of aeolian sand movements there coincided with a period of
particularly severe climatic instability within the Little Ice Age.
From the start of the project it was clear that archaeology
would have to supply a large amount of the information needed
to reconstruct the overall record of the use of Quendale area
by humans, the timing and causes of sand movements there,
and the different ways people have responded to recurring
environmental catastrophes. The importance of archaeological
excavation, and bioarchaeological and geoarchaeological
analyses for reconstructions of not only prehistoric periods,
but also early historic times, is clear because of the relatively
small quantity of historical records pertaining to the area that
have been preserved.
Most of the archaeological research thus far has focused on
a settlement complex that is located almost 3km inland from
Quendale Beach, near the Loch of Huesbreck. Identified in
2002 surveys, the Broo Sites are two stone-walled enclosures
with building remains at one corner of each enclosure. Broo
Site I, the northernmost enclosure, was test excavated in
2003 and 2004, and its building may well be a barn and byre
agricultural structure with a circular corn drying kiln at its W
end. Broo Site II, the southern enclosure, was clearly the site
of a homestead, although one of its buildings may have also
functioned partly as a stable or workshop in the site’s first
phase. Systematic excavation of the site’s structural complex
between 2004 and 2011 revealed two rectilinear building
ruins lying in parallel and separated by a 3.5m wide, gated
passageway or courtyard. This settlement layout is known
from other, contemporary sites, although the best-preserved
comparisons are mostly elite residences that were built on
a larger scale, and with much higher quality construction
methods.
By the end of the 2011 field season it was clear that the
smaller Building 2 had started out with some kind of animal
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Broo Site II Building Complex, 2013
housing or specialised work area in its E end, judging by the
presence of a roughly laid floor of flagstones, some of which
were perforated and had been fitted with some kind of iron
objects. Excavations in the W end in 2012 and 2013 revealed
evidence suggesting that the W end of the structure was
probably partitioned-off from the beginning of the building,
and it contained a simple wall hearth that produced peat ash
that was spread and compacted into a smooth, packed floor.
The structure was then abandoned during a possibly early
phase of the sand deposition in the area, it lost its roof and
it was filled with sand. Then the W end was cleared of sand
down to the peat ash floor, a stone revetment wall was built
against the remaining sand fill in the E end of the building, and
the resulting small (3.5 x 8.0m) room or hut was roofed and
occupied for an unknown period of time: it was most likely
the last occupied space on the farm before total abandonment.
On the other side of the courtyard, Building 1 had been
identified as the main residence by the end of the 2011 field
season on the basis of its more numerous window openings
and evidence of lime plaster on its interior, clay-bonded stone
walls. In 2012 exploratory work through machine clearing of
sand overburden revealed an additional room. Subsequent
excavation exposed the 3.5 x 7.5m room, which had also been
plastered with a burnt shell lime and sand mixture, and which
contained two, opposed, large and carefully crafted window
openings on its N and S long walls. However, the room’s
most striking feature was a large fireplace with chimney in
its E gable wall. This is the earliest known flued fireplace
in Shetland outside of mortar-built, elite buildings such as
Scalloway and Muness Castle, the Earl’s House at Jarlshof,
and Busta House. After its discovery this room was named
the ‘Northeast Room’ and the previously exposed, adjoining
structure was designated the ‘Southwest Room’.
Further work on both rooms in 2013 demonstrated that the
Northeast Room was clearly added to an existing building

which became the Southwest Room of a new, much larger
dwelling. The Northeast Room has the appearance of a more
substantially constructed addition, and its wider window
openings, set within very carefully laid, curved wall niches
combine with the extraordinarily wide fireplace to create the
impression of a formal ‘hall-type’ space that may mark the
appearance of the Broo Township’s Sinclair proprietors in the
later history of the settlement. It is also possible that this farm
was the proprietors’ home farm from its original establishment.
The very large amount of stone rubble, as well as sand fill
in the Northeast Room supports the idea that a former gable
wall that stretched to the roof peak originally separated the
complete building’s two rooms, and together with the upper
courses of the E gable, fell into the room after the abandonment
of the building. The amount of rubble in the room has slowed
its excavation, and by the end of the 2013 season one quadrant
of the room had been excavated to a floor level marked by
a flagstone pavement on which a double side ivory or bone
comb was discovered.
In 2012 a 2 x 10m exploratory trench was excavated by
machine 2m SE of the Building 1 Northeast Room. The area
to the SE of the dwelling was found to have a very different
depositional history to the previously exposed heavy sand and
diffuse midden strata typical of areas to the NE of Buildings 1
and 2. The area of the settlement enclosure to the SE of the house
was subject to both periodic and intensive sand deposition,
but also experienced heavy organic soil formation not seen in
other excavated areas. Stratigraphic column samples from the
2m deep trench are currently undergoing micromorphological
analysis at the University of Stirling, and sand samples are
being dated through OSL in the Luminescence Laboratory
of SUERC. All finds recovered from the trench support the
current model that the settlement dates largely to the late 17th
century, and that it was abandoned c1690–1705, an estimate
also supported strongly by historical records.
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Thus far, excavation and other research activities have
revealed a complex history of sand movements in the
Quendale area that culminated with a 17th-century episode
that far exceeded earlier mobilisations in its areal extent, and
that largely destroyed a prosperous township and its four
farms. More work will be required to understand the causes of
this and earlier geocatastrophes at Quendale, but there will be
a pause in the field activities in 2014 to facilitate the analysis
and publication of the project’s interim data.

Funder: United States National Science Foundation, Arctic Social
Sciences and Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, USA

Sumburgh Head
Evaluation and watching briefs
Chris Dyer – Shetland Amenity Trust
HU 40723 07872 Since December 2011 a programme of
archaeological work has been ongoing at Sumburgh Head, as
part of a restoration and adaptive reuse project. This project
includes the refurbishment of the 19th- and early 20th-century
lighthouse buildings, the creation of a marine life centre and
a new education room at one of the most accessible bird
colonies in the United Kingdom. The cultural heritage forms a
significant interpretive element of the project with the site of an
Iron Age fort and surviving WW2 radar station located within
the lighthouse complex. The archaeological monitoring has
consisted of evaluation trenches, in advance of groundwork,
complemented by watching briefs.
The site of an Iron Age fort at Sumburgh Head features on a
17th-century map and a written description was compiled during
the late 18th century. The earthwork ramparts survive c150m to
the N of the lighthouse and were annotated on the 1st Edition OS
map of the area. An evaluation was undertaken on the site of the
fort ramparts in advance of the construction of a new water pump
house. No structural remains were identified, although three
historic ground surfaces were recorded, representing historic
remodeling of the area and soil micromorphology samples were
taken from these surfaces. In addition, five evaluation trenches
were dug in the W field in advance of the installation of a ground
source heat pump. No archaeological finds or features were
recorded in this steeply sloping field.

Wartime photograph showing air raid shelter blast wall in situ at
Sumburgh Head
Watching briefs have been undertaken in association with
new car parks, cabling and associated infrastructure works. In
the area adjacent to the fog horn a 20th-century brick-lined pit
was discovered, which may have been an ammunition store
for a wartime Lewis Gun position. To the S of the East Pavilion
a mass concrete blast wall was found in a recumbent position
and this viewed in association with documentary material,
indicates an air raid shelter existed within the lighthouse
complex. Machine excavations for a new stone dyke in the
vicinity of the Iron Age rampart and wartime Nissen hut
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foundations led to the discovery of several .303 bullet casings,
a button and possible part of a cap badge, relating to the
wartime usage of the site.
Archive: Shetland Amenity Trust. Report: Shetland Amenity Trust
and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Shetland Amenity Trust

Nesting
Kennemerland
Diver inspection and excavation
Douglas M McElvogue – TrenDive
HU 68847 71364 The Shetland Islands Council identified a
need to widen and deepen the S entrance to the Out Skerries
Harbour, to allow it to be used at all states of the tide and
in all weather conditions. The required work fell within the
restricted area of the protected wreck site of the Kennemerland
and a licensee was appointed, to meet Historic Scotland
requirements, to oversee the agreed dredging methodology
and archaeological mitigation.
The wreck site of the Kennemerland represents the remains
of the earliest identifiable Dutch East Indiaman to be protected
within UK waters. The character of the Kennemerland is
known from extensive contemporary historical sources. It was
involved in deep sea international trade to the Far East as part
of the trading activity of the largest contemporary mercantile
concern, the VOC. Elements of the archaeology found on site
are internationally unique and represent some of the earliest
examples of their kind to be found on a shipwreck, such as
the golf club heads. Other less unique finds have the potential
to provide information about trade links and commodities
carried by a vessel engaged in international trade and early
navigation. The Kennemerland also represents a key site in the
development of the academic study of Maritime Archaeology.
A desk-based assessment and preliminary diver survey
(2011) of the seabed encompassing the proposed dredging area
identified remaining archaeological potential at possible risk
from the proposed rock removal works. Limited excavation
and a metal detector survey of the possible impacted areas
was seen as the best mitigation strategy prior to the dredging
activities. The impacted areas have been identified as the
areas on the seabed where rock might fall off the rock strata
to be excavated onto the seabed below. The on site dredging
operations and watching brief were carried out in June 2013
and a licensee’s report submitted. A post rock removal seabed
survey was carried out on 26 and 27 October 2013 and a
licensee’s report submitted on its findings.
Thanks are due to Philip Robertson of Historic Scotland
and John Williamson of the Shetland Islands Council for their
support. Ian Tait of Shetland Museum is acknowledged for his
support and access to the museum’s files and Pieta Greaves of
AOC for conservation advice.

Northmavine
North Roe
Survey
Gabriel Cooney, Torben B Ballin, Vin Davis, Alison Sheridan,
Mik Markham and Will Megarry – University College Dublin
(GC and WM), Lithic Research/University of Bradford (TBB),
Implement Petrology Group (VD and MM) and National
Museums Scotland (AS)
HU 326 900 (Beorgs of Uyea) and HU 327 850 (Grut Wells)
Building on previous years’ work in North Roe led by Ballin
(DES 2013, 167-8) the first season of the North Roe Felsite
Project; Making an Island World: Neolithic Shetland, took
place in June–July 2013. There were three foci of work: the
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geochemical and petrological characterisation of outcrops
and artifacts; the topographical survey and characterisation of
production at Grut Wells; and the analysis and characterisation
of axes and knives in the Shetland Museum. A multi-scalar
approach to data collection and analysis is being implemented
and integrated through a project GIS.
Geochemical and petrological mapping – A Thermo
Scientific ‘NITON XL3T GOLDD+’ portable x-ray fluorescence
analyzer (PXRF), on loan from and with thanks to Historic
Scotland, was used to measure elemental compositions of a
large study sample of felsite (stone axe petrological Group
XXII) consisting of: rocks at outcrop; debitage from tool
production episodes; and polished stone axes and knives
from the collection of the Shetland Museum. Of the almost
500 implements associated with Shetland and/or described
as Group XXII the project has PXRF analyses for 213. A total
of 900 PXRF analyses were carried out in Shetland, at the
quarry complex and on the objects in the Shetland Museum,
and a further 211 in the NMS. At total of 93 field samples
were collected and 26 thin sections prepared, on which initial
analysis has been carried out.
Analysis of this material is ongoing but the PXRF appears to
be very consistent with an estimate of less than 1% variability
in results as measured from the test samples. At the quarry
complex this evidence will be used to identify outcrops,
archaeological sites and landscape features for further
investigation during the 2014 season and beyond. It is planned
to extend the PXRF survey to cover all polished felsite stone
axes and knives in major Scottish museum collections.
Topographical survey and characterization of production
at Grut Wells – A detailed survey of an area 250m (N–S) by
150m (E–W) provided a detailed basis for understanding the
working of felsite in this area. There are two distinct groups
of quarry pits on a N–S alignment (following a felsite dyke).
Other pits appear to be single episode or exploratory quarry
pits. On the surface there were significant numbers of large
blocks of felsite. The survey demonstrated a clear spatial
relationship between these large blocks of felsite (over 300mm
in length) and the quarry pits. It seems clear that the blocks
of felsite were quarried from the pits and were the primary
source utilized for the production of rough-outs.
The survey was accompanied by a more detailed sampling
strategy to try to understand the surface accumulation of felsite
debitage. This demonstrated that there was a clear patterning
in the occurrence of felsite. There is a strong correlation of
high density areas of debitage with the quarry pits. Within the
zone of the major concentration of felsite debitage a sampling
grid of over 50 1m2 sample areas were utilized to characterize
the surface debitage. Material was collected from five sample
areas. This will be compared with the debitage produced
during the experimental manufacture of axes and knives from
felsite which is currently taking place in University College
Dublin.
Axes and knives in the Shetland Museum – All the
axeheads (126) and knives (60) in the Shetland Museum were
characterized archaeologically, their geochemical signature
and petrology was recorded (see above) and they were
photographed.
Analysis of the axeheads demonstrated the dominance
of felsite as a source. Almost 75% (94 out of 126) are made
of felsite, with a significant proportion manufactured from
serpentinite (13%). The dominance of felsite is even more
apparent in the case of the knives with 95% (57 out of 60) being
made from felsite. The detailed examination of this collection
also provided quantitative support for the visual observation
that felsite axeheads are less spectacular in appearance than
the knives. Whereas the felsite knives in the collection are

produced in almost equal numbers from non-spherulitic and
spherulitic felsite, the majority (85%) of the felsite axeheads
were made from non-spherulitic varieties of felsite.
Almost 80% of the Shetland knives are either intact or
chipped. It should be noted that the spectacular find of 19
knives in the Stourbrough Hill hoard constitute almost a third
of the total number of knives. A total of 42 (70%) of the knives
were shown to be made from flake-blanks, whereas the blanks
used for the remaining pieces are uncertain. In more than 50%
of cases spherulitic, highly patterned forms of felsites, were
used. It is possible to subdivide the knives into a number of
formal types with sub-rectangular forms (54%) being most
common, followed by examples of oval/pointed-oval form
(17%). Other shapes may generally be the result of use wear
and re-sharpening. Analysis of the axes and knives suggests
that there were two distinct production lines; one for pieces
that were intended for ritual use and deposition and one for
general use with potential for repeated reworking.
Hoard and miniature heel-shaped cairn – Two other results
from the fieldwork demonstrate the special role of felsite, and
of the quarry complex in the wider context of the Shetland
archipelago. A hoard of three felsite roughouts, two large
axeheads and a Shetland knife, was discovered below and to
the SE of the Grut Wells dyke discussed above. The material
is macroscopically identical to the debitage around the quarry
pits. Comparison with the Shetland Museum collection
indicates that the objects in the hoard are unusually large and
well produced. A small megalithic tomb which can be seen
as having the characteristics of the distinctive Shetland heelshaped cairns was discovered, c300m N of the surveyed area
at Grut Wells and overlooking the line of outcrop of a felsite
dyke which dips down on to lower ground. The tomb appears
to be orientated to visually link this area of the complex with
the Beorgs of Uyea to the N. Far from being remote it would
appear that the North Roe felsite quarry complex was a central
place not just for axe and knife production but also for the
construction of identity in Neolithic Shetland.
Funder: The National Geographic Northern Exploration Fund

Tingwall
Gremista
Watching brief
Rick Barton – Shetland Amenity Trust
HU 466 448 A watching brief was carried out, 11–12 December
2012, during the excavation of 23 test pits at Gremista. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded;
however, a thick deposit of peat (>3m in places) indicates the
site has potential for palaeoenvironmental investigation.
Archive: Shetland Amenity Trust
Funder: Shetland Amenity Trust

Kergord Convertor Station
Watching brief
Rick Barton – ORCA
HU 40315 56846 A watching brief was undertaken, 14–25
February 2013, during the excavation of 57 test pits prior to
the construction of an electricity convertor station. A number
of topographic features and geophysical anomalies of potential
archaeological interest were targeted. It was found that across
the majority of the site shallow topsoil overlay the natural
glacial till deposits. An area of unimproved land in the N
part of the site contained peat deposits of between 0.5 and
0.7m deep. A number of features of archaeological interest
were identified, including a post-medieval sub-circular
structure, a possible prehistoric ditch or pit and a potentially
prehistoric clearance cairn within the peat deposits. Some of
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the topographic features appear to be associated with crofting
period management of the water course that runs E–W through
the area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Hydro-Electric Transmission Ltd

Scalloway to Tingwall Water Mains Renewal
Watching brief
Rick Barton – Rick Barton Archaeological Consultancy
HU 42968 48773 (Site 16) HU 42750 48890 (Site 14) A watching
brief was carried out on 14 May 2013 during excavations
associated with a water main renewal scheme in the Valley
of Tingwall. The area was considered of interest as an earlier
desk-based assessment and walkover survey had identified
two potential sites of archaeological interest N of the Loch of
Vatster.
The route of the water main in this area was in close proximity
to the main public road and consisted of heather covered
raised moorland consistent with the ombrotrophic blanket bog
observed throughout large parts of Shetland. The observed
excavations recorded a stratigraphic sequence consisting of
0.2m deep loose fibrous peaty topsoil, overlying firm peat to a
depth of 0.4m, overlying greyish brown humified peat between
0.1 and 0.15m thick. This in turn overlay the bluish grey stony
clay sand of the glacial till at a depth of 0.75m.
At HU 42968 48773 the excavations encountered the remains
of a large stone dyke (Site 16) abutted by the peat deposits and
directly sealing the glacial till. The dyke consisted of mainly
large sub-rectangular limestone boulders extant to 0.6m with
a spread of rubble measuring 1.8m from E–W representing the
degradation of the dyke in a number of phases to the E and W.
Patches of extremely humic peat deposits within the voids in
the upper portion of the dyke may represent a peat or turf core
to the dyke or simply a layer of turf material forming over the
wall in antiquity.
The excavations encountered the remains of a second dyke
(Site 14) at HU 42750 48890, also abutted by the peat deposits
and directly sealing the glacial till. This dyke also consisted
of mainly large sub-rectangular limestone boulders with
surviving courses of stonework extant to 1.25m. There was a
small amount of rubble present on the W side of the feature
sealing the glacial till representing some degradation of this
feature.
Report: Shetland HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ross-shire Engineering Ltd

Scord, Scalloway
Evaluation
Rick Barton – Rick Barton Archaeological Consultancy
HU 41082 39946 An evaluation of a possible prehistoric dyke
was undertaken on 10 December 2012 in advance of the
construction of a proposed house. The site was located on
improved grazing land with occasional outcrops of bedrock,
overlooking Scalloway.
The evaluation involved the hand excavation of a 1 x 3m
trench across a linear earthwork consisting of a series of large
boulders visible on the present ground surface and orientated
SSE by NNW. The excavation encountered sandy silt topsoil
to a depth of 100mm which directly sealed a layer of rubble
consisting of angular cobbles and sub-rounded tabular stones.
This rubble spread extended from the NE end of the trench
for 2.5m.
The rubble abutted a large angular boulder (0.6m high by
0.4m wide) protruding through the topsoil and visible in the
present ground surface. The boulder sealed a layer of stony,
cemented yellowish brown silty clay (the natural glacial till).
The feature appears to represent the remains of a dyke or field
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boundary. No datable material was recovered but its form
and construction suggests a prehistoric date. The trench was
backfilled and reinstated following the excavation.
Report: Shetland HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr I Jarmson

SOUTH AYRSHIRE
Ballantrae
Arecleoch Wind Farm
Survey and watching brief
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NX 173 791 A programme of field survey and mitigation
measures was undertaken, February 2009 – September 2011,
prior to and during construction of a wind farm. A site visit
highlighted 16 sites within 50m of construction work and these
sites were demarcated. A desk-based assessment identified
a further 14 sites along the route of the Wheeb Bridge to
Arecleoch access track. Six were identified in the field as being
within 50m of the construction and demarcated. A survey of
several proposed borrow pit locations identified the remains
of a well within Borrow Pit 1. This feature was recorded and
removed. A watching brief was undertaken during felling
that involved the removal of a small section of an enclosure
identified by CFA during surveying. A walkover survey on
the route of an overhead connection line identified two sites,
which were demarcated and pylons were moved to prevent
any direct impacts.
A post-construction inspection of all demarcated sites
concluded that no damage had occurred and that controlled
felling for the construction of the wind farm had been
beneficial to many sites.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish Power Renewables

Barr
Lead Mine Burn
Survey
John Pickin
NX 310 911 Records exist of a lead mine on the Lead Mine
Burn. The valley was surveyed from NX 3072 9220 to NX 3114
9070 but no mining remains were located. The area was visited
as part of a survey of mining remains in the Galloway Forest
Park.
Report: FCS, RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Colmonell
Eyes Hill
Walkover survey and watching brief
James Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NX 24345 79795 A walkover survey and watching brief were
undertaken on 20 February 2013 prior to and during the
excavation of anchor pits for a meteorological mast. None of
the monuments located in close proximity to the mast were
affected by its construction and no new archaeological finds
or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: PNE WIND UK Ltd

Dundonald
Olympic Rings, Dundonald

S O U T H AY R S H I R E / S O U T H L A N A R K S H I R E

Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 3599 3559 An evaluation was undertaken on 21 November
2012 prior to the extension of the Olympic Rings Business
Park. The evaluation consisted of the excavation of 610m of
linear trenches, covering 8% of the area. The work revealed
that sand quarrying, to a depth of c3m, had severely truncated
any deposits in the eastern half of the site. The quarrying had
adversely affected the drainage of the area and a sizeable bog
had formed to the W. No significant archaeological features or
finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: John Fife, per Hunter Mining

Girvan
Ladywell, Girvan
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 20427 00402 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
4–19 March 2013, on arable land prior to development work.
The evaluation recorded a number of archaeological features.
These included: linear cuts and fills, possibly associated with
drainage; truncated hearth remnants, one of which yielded a
microlith; miscellaneous pits, some of which may represent
refilled stone holes, whilst others may be of anthropogenic
origin. Numerous fragments of flint were recovered from the
topsoil, which was under a crop of winter barley. Tile and
rubble drains were seen across most of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barr Construction

Straiton
Genoch Farm, Newton Stewart Road, Straiton
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 390 011 A watching brief was undertaken on 11 March
2013 during work associated with the construction of a slurry
storage tank. The area was considered of interest as cinerary
urns had been recovered in the mid-19th century from a
natural knoll to the NE of the area. The development site was
relatively undisturbed and had probably not been subject to
intensive ploughing due to the high stone content in both the
top and subsoil and the central area’s tendency to flood. No
significant archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Andrew Paton and Co

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE
Avondale
West Newton Farm, Strathaven
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 690 431 A watching brief was carried out on 18 May 2013
during the stripping of ground prior to the installation of
a new slurry ground storage tank. The area was considered
of interest as a possible Roman marching camp is visible on
aerial photographs covering the NE end of the development
area. A linear feature of c5.5m in length and 100mm deep was
recorded, but appeared to be a natural undulation rather than
an archaeological feature.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Tom Yuill

Bothwell
Bothwell Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 6878 5936 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 January
– 12 February 2013, during the removal of rough racking and
other recent repairs at the wall head of the N rampart. The
repair programme focused on the western half of the 14thcentury N rampart, built against a reduced section of residual
curtain wall, running up to the circular donjon.
The exposed masonry was examined, recorded and two
main phases of construction identified. The surviving upper
1m of the new build consisted of well-shaped rectangular red
sandstone blocks, used as facing stones, with more random
rubble forming the wall core. The recent rough racking
consisted of a jumble of large blocks of red sandstone with
copious amounts of cement, creating a random rubble wall
core.
The most striking aspect of the N rampart is its sheer mass
and stability. This is in part the result of the use of the reinforced
centrally placed entrance, the tower at the W end and the
short section of masonry built at 90° angles to the residual
13th-century N curtain wall. These measures enabled a width
to length ratio of c1:10 (2.8m:28m for the main N rampart
build). This is comparable to the broadly contemporary
‘Douglas’ work at Tantallon Castle (East Lothian), where a
similarly massive and apparently free-standing screening wall
is threaded between corner and central towers; a wall c3.6m
wide (at intervals) and c35m long. This, and other such basic
formulae, appear to be an aspect of a long tradition of wall
construction, based on practical experience and a knowledge
of the physical properties of the resources available, as much
as any by aesthetic/strategic considerations.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Carnwath
Lampits Farm
Watching brief
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NS 97024 45376 A watching brief was carried out, 5–6
August 2013, during topsoil removal associated with the
construction of two wind turbines. The area was considered
of interest as there is a dense concentration of Roman activity
in the surrounding landscape and cropmarks, indicative
of prehistoric settlement, have been identified in the field
housing the turbines. An isolated pit and a burning event of
unknown date were recorded.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: AEC Wind Ltd

Muir Hall Wind Farm, Stallashaw Moss
Watching brief
Georgia Marina Andreou – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 001 534 A watching brief was carried out in September 2013
during ground-breaking work associated with an extension to
a wind farm. No finds or features of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Muirhall WF Extension Ltd

Newbigging Quarry
Watching brief and excavation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0283 4505 A watching brief and subsequent excavation
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were undertaken, 18 October – 9 November 2012, prior to an
extension to Newbigging Quarry. A number of archaeological
features were recorded, including the western extension
of the Neolithic cursus monument revealed during the
2009 excavation. Four isolated pit groupings were also
recorded. These proved to be broadly similar in nature to
the archaeological features recorded by excavation in 2007
and 2009, prior to previous extensions of the quarry. The
excavation produced a small assemblage of prehistoric
ceramics, including Neolithic carinated bowls.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Tarmac Ltd

Wester Yardhouses
Watching brief
Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology
NT 00579 50758 A watching brief was carried out, 17–18
December 2012, on ground-breaking work relating to the
redevelopment of 18th-century farm buildings. The site of an
earlier farm is marked on General Roy’s map of c1750, but no
structural remains or other evidence relating to this farm were
recorded. The foundations of the existing buildings had been
built on the upper surface of the subsoil. The few finds, of
post-medieval and 19th- century date, were unstratified.
Archive: OASIS, RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Mr R Bollan

Dalserf
Dovesdale Farm, Stonehouse
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 77577 46251 A trial trenching evaluation was carried
out, 4–6 November 2013, prior to proposed development at
Dovesdale Farm. The presence of a high pressure gas main
running across the E end of the site prevented a planned
investigation of 8% (3400m) of the site. A total of eight
trenches, amounting to 1920m, were excavated. The work
recorded a sequence of thin topsoil over natural clay subsoils.
Areas of poor drainage and the presence of numerous field
drains suggest that, historically, the ground has been relatively
poorly drained.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Wm Hamilton Ltd

East Kilbride
West Browncastle Wind Farm
Watching brief
Rowena Thomson – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 610 426 A watching brief was undertaken, 11 February
– 31 July 2013, during ground-breaking works associated
with the construction of a new wind farm. A small section
of medieval or post-medieval rig and furrow was identified
in the NE corner, near the current farmhouse. More recent
improvements in the form of a clearance cairn and ceramic
field drains were also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Falck Renewables and Arcus Consultancy Services Ltd

Hamilton
Blantyre Muir Wind Farm, Hamilton
Watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 6748 5314 A watching brief was carried out, 14 September
2012 – 31 January 2013, during topsoil removal associated with
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the construction of a wind farm. The only features recorded
were small areas of poorly preserved post-medieval rig and
furrow.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Coast Energy Ltd

Lanark
Friars Lane, Lanark
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 879 436 An evaluation was undertaken on 3 September
2013 on the site of a new house extension at 11 Friars Lane.
This work was undertaken after excavation works had
proceeded without the presence of an archaeologist. An
exploratory trench recorded a clayey silty topsoil overlying a
clayey subsoil. A single sherd of White Gritty Ware pottery,
dated to the 12th–14th century, was recovered from the topsoil;
however, the presence of other 19th–20th-century finds within
this layer indicated that the medieval pottery was residual
rather than from a secure context.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr John Banks

Lesmahagow
Auchnotroch Farm, Auchenheath
Watching brief
Rebecca Hunt – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 8204 4351 A watching brief was carried out, 7 May –
1 October 2013, during ground-breaking works associated with
the construction of a single wind turbine. Field drains and a
modern test pit were recorded at the turbine base. A deposit
of unworked stone, a rubble deposit, the remains of a spoil
heap and a possible track were identified in the cable trench.
These deposits are probably associated with the former tile
and brick works and Netherton collieries which are located in
the immediate vicinity.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables

Craignethan Castle
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 816 463 A watching brief was undertaken on 5 September
2013 during the installation of a new sign for Nethan Gorge.
A rectangular slot aligned SW–NE and measuring 0.3 x 1m
and 700mm in depth was excavated. The topsoil consisted of
a c230mm deep mid to pale brown very fine silt overlying a
brownish orange very sandy silt. Two large stones, one with
a flat upper surface and one with a flat upper surface and
outer face, were located at the NE end of the slot at a depth of
220mm. This feature extended beyond the width of the trench
and was 100mm high. The limited nature of the excavation
made it difficult to ascertain the function of the feature, but it
is possible that it represents the ephemeral remains of either a
wall or the base of a wall.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Historic Scotland
Funder: Sandblast Sign Company

Kirkfieldbank
Watching brief
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 855 429 A watching brief was undertaken, 3 July – 21 August
2013, during the installation of a water pipe at Kirkfieldbank, as
part of the Happendon to Carluke Water Mains Rehabilitation
Scheme. The only feature recorded was a stone drain.
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Muirhouse Farm, Auchenheath
Watching brief
Alison McCaig – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 820 428 A watching brief was carried out, December 2011 –
January 2012, during ground-breaking works associated with
the construction of a wind turbine. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Dulas Ltd

Libberton
Parkhouse Farm, Quothquan
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 9881 3910 A watching brief was undertaken in October 2012
during the excavation of turbine bases and cable trenches.
Parkhouse Farm lies within a ditch-defined enclosure and three
ditches were located and recorded during the watching brief.
They were c3–4m wide and 1m deep. The samples retained
from the basal fills were wet-sieved. None of the ditches
contained environmental or artefactual evidence, apart from
a very small quantity of fragments of wood charcoal, which
were not identifiable to species.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Parkhouse Farmers

STIRLING
Balfron
Dunmore St, Balfron
Evaluation
Steven Black – Northlight Heritage
NS 5502 8857 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
7–10 May 2013, prior to a proposed housing development. A
total of 19 trenches were excavated and modern field drains
and plough marks recorded. A number of previously identified
crop marks were found to be non-archaeological in origin.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Balquhidder
Ardchullarie Burn
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 5864 1413 to NN 5835 1371 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 15 October 2013 along the course of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme on the Ardchullarie Burn, 8km NW
of Callander. No previously unrecorded sites of archaeological
significance were encountered along the route.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: MNV Consulting Ltd

Edinample Mill
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
George Geddes – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NN 6055 2211 (centred on) A micro-hydro development at
Edinample is in close proximity to two known archaeological sites.
NN 6052 2259 The pre-improvement township of Mill
House, which was occupied in the mid-19th century by the
McNee family.

NN 6049 2282 The site of a mill and miller’s house, operated
in the 19th century by the Spy family, and associated dams and
watercourses.
The pipeline will cross ground immediately to the E of the
township. It will affect features such as paths, trackways and
lynchets, but will not affect any significant component of the
township. It will also cross and run parallel to two burns that
formerly supplied an overshot mill wheel which drove a corn
and saw mill. One of three mill dams lies at NN 6058 2273 and
the pipe layout was moved by a few metres to avoid it.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report: WoSAS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Quetzal Ltd

Leny Burn
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 6123 0950 to NN 6141 0867 A walkover survey was
completed on 17 October 2013 along the course of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme on the E side of the Leny Burn,
c2km NW of Callander. No previously unrecorded sites of
archaeological significance were encountered along the route.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: MNV Consulting Ltd

Buchanan
Coldrach Farm Steading, Drymen
Standing building recording
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 46931 90021 A Level 2 historic building survey was carried
out on 13 March 2013 of the mid-18th-century farmhouse prior
to redevelopment. The steading consists of three buildings
forming a U-shape around a courtyard. At the time of survey,
the stone walls were mostly intact, and three exterior walls
were harled. The building interiors had been altered during
the 20th century, with concrete floors in all buildings, and
concrete animal stalls in one building. Earlier alterations
include blocked windows and doors.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Swilken Construction (Coldrach1) Ltd

Callander
Anie Burn
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 5974 1041 to NN 5883 1005 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 15 October 2013 along the course of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme on the Anie Burn, 5km NW of
Callander. No previously unrecorded sites of archaeological
significance were encountered along the route.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: MNV Consulting Ltd

Callander Primary School
Evaluation
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NN 62713 07639 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
17–19 June 2013, on the playing fields to the E of Callander
Primary School prior to the development of a landscaped
rugby pitch and all weather playing surface. A total of 19
trenches were excavated. The area had undergone some
earlier landscaping and alteration, and no finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Stirling Council
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STIRLING
Keltie Water
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
David Perry – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 6383 1378 (primary intake), NN 6336 1310 (secondary
intake) and NN 6380 1118 (powerhouse) A desk-based
assessment and walkover survey was undertaken on 28 June
2013 on the site of a new hydro-electric scheme on the W
side of the Keltie Water. The proposed pipeline runs from a
primary intake on the W side of a reservoir to a powerhouse,
with a secondary intake on the S side of the Allt Breac-nic. The
site is currently hill pasture for sheep.
Three previously unknown pre-19th-century boundaries
were recorded – two grass banks and a dry stone wall, as well
as an old boundary ditch or watercourse.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Campbell of Doune

Drymen
Gowston Farm, Buchlyvie
Evaluation
Rebecca Hunt − CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 55938 92842 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
on 9 July 2013 at Gowston Farm prior to the proposed
construction of a house. The evaluation which covered 5%
of the plot recorded no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Stirling HER
Funder: Messrs James Risk

Killearn
Place of Killearn
Excavation
Murray Cook – Stirling Council
NS 52170 85380 A community research programme,
undertaken with Stirling Council’s Archaeology and Ranger
Service, continued to investigate features identified in 2012
(DES 2013, 176). The test pits excavated focused on a possible
tea room associated with a ha-ha type feature.
Archive: Stirling HER
Funder: Stirling Council

Killin
Benmore Burn
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 41770 25029 to NN 41345 25784 Following a desk-based
assessment, a walkover survey was undertaken on 28 August
2013 along the route of a proposed new hydro-electric scheme
feeding off the Benmore Burn near Crianlarich. The only
feature of archaeological significance encountered consisted

The Station Cottages at Killin
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of the scant remains of what may have been a shieling hut on
the E bank of the burn at NN 41734 25157.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and Stirling HER
Funder: ASH Design+Assessment

Crianlarich Bypass
Evaluation
Gordon Ewart and David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NN 380 250 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken,
7 November – 6 December 2012, of seven sites to the S
of Crianlarich identified during a prior assessment of the
proposed route of the bypass. A programme of trial trenching
and survey established that two of the features were natural in
origin. The remainder were:
1) NN 3827 2467 A Royal Ordinance Corps observation post
of post WW2 date, consisting of a small underground concrete
chamber and access chamber/shaft.
2 and 3) NN 3831 2473 and NN 3834 2493 Gravel quarries
associated with roadworks on the neighbouring A82.
4) NN 3833 2508 A small brick structure, possibly WW2 in date.
5) NN 3794 2554 A dry stone and earthwork dyke of uncertain
date, probably associated with stock management or forestry
activities.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Natural Capital Ltd/Grontmij Engineering

Killin Water Treatment Works
Watching brief
Andrew Brown – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 5610 3162 to NN 5657 3166 A watching brief was carried
out in June 2013 on groundwork relating to a new extraction
point and pump station on the River Dochart, associated with
the Killin Water Treatment Works. No finds or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water

Ledcharrie, Glen Dochart
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
David Perry – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NN 50894 26106 (main intake), NN 51362 26765 (secondary
intake), NN 50580 27840 (outfall structure) and NN 50620
27863 (powerhouse) A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken, 5–26 June 2013, on a proposed
hydro-electric scheme at Ledcharrie. A previously unrecorded
pre-improvement boundary, shieling huts and a peat cutting
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Campbell of Doune Ltd

Station Cottages, Killin
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
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A plan of the dressing floors at Tyndrum Lead Mine
NN 530 287 A Level 1 survey was carried out on 4 December
2012 of the station cottages at the former Killin Junction
Railway Station prior to their conversion into a house. A full
photographic record was made of elevations, internal fittings
and other elements of the walled garden area. The opportunity
was also taken to record two sheep crossings and three burn
crossings along the line of the access track.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Daniel Gardner

Tyndrum Lead Mine
Survey
John Pickin
NN 3179 3027 (centred on) A survey of was carried out to locate
and assess the principal archaeological features at Tyndrum
Lead Mine. The mine was worked from 1730–91, reworked in
the mid-19th century and reopened 1916–35. Historic mining
features survive from all these phases of operation.

The mine worked two mineral veins, Hard Vein and Clay
Vein, which outcrop on the NE side of Sron nan Colan. The
earliest workings are a series of opencasts and associated
hand-dressing floors on the top and central section of the hill
between NN 31645 30105 and NN 31923 30379. These probably
date from the mid-18th century, although the occurrence of
stone ore crushing mortars may indicate an earlier (?16th–17th
century) phase of exploitation.
Underground mining appears to have begun with the Scots
Mining Company in the 1760s and many of the mine levels
in the central section of the hill, including the main haulage
level at NN 31923 30379, belong to this phase. These levels
were reused and extended in the mid-19th century and again in
the early 20th century. At NN 31956 30354 are the foundations
of one or more structures on the probable site of the Scots
Mining Company’s crushing mill. The Scots Mining Company
also explored the mineral veins NE of Tyndrum village and
there is a large hush at NN 32648 31101 to NN 32594 31202.
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In the mid-19th century the Marquis of Breadalbane
constructed an incline tramway to connect the mine with
a new crushing mill at Glengarry. The incline survives as a
linear earthwork running downslope from NN 31972 30362 to
NN 32295 30517.
In 1916 the Tyndrum Lead and Zinc Company erected a large
processing mill at the bottom of the hill (NN 32115 30596) to
treat the old mine tips. Features from this period of working
include the remains of the large concrete, brick and stone mill
building and associated structures, spoil tips, tailings ponds
and a tramway embankment. The company also worked
underground and drove a haulage and access level, New Level,
at NN 31982 30398. Material from this level was taken to the
processing mill via a self-acting incline which survives as a
linear bank and channel earthwork (NN 31975 30431 to NN
32115 30596).

bullets, a 20th-century military cap badge, a 20th-century
copper jacketed bullet, two unidentified iron objects and three
shoe buckles, two of which are contemporary with the battle.

Kilmadock

Port of Menteith

Doune Steading
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NN 7303 0117 A watching brief was undertaken on 14 June
2014 during the excavation of a small trench to locate a burst
water pipe at the Historic Scotland depot at Doune Steading,
between Doune Castle Farm and Mill of Doune. No finds or
features of archaeological significance were recorded.

Gartmore Village Hall
Watching brief
Warren Bailie and Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 522 971 Following an initial watching brief in 2012 (DES
2013, 178) a second phase of monitoring was carried out,
21 August – 12 September 2013, during the construction of
foundations and laying of services for a building extension. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
However, a glass time capsule was recovered by the contractor
at the base of one of the buttresses containing two mid-19thcentury coins and a piece of paper in poor preservation with
script.

Archive: Forestry Commission Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Logie
Abbey Craig
Excavation
Murray Cook and Fiona Watson – Stirling Council
NS 80940 95650 Work continued, September–October 2013,
to investigate features identified in 2012 (DES 2013, 177). The
test pits and trenches excavated on Abbey Craig identified a
terraced stone structure, which incorporated reused vitrified
stone. This is more likely to be a Victorian path than an early
medieval structure.
Archive: Stirling HER
Funder: Stirling Council

Blawlowan, Bridge of Allan
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 8045 9697 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken on
13 December 2012 in advance of the proposed construction of
a house within the walled garden of Blawlowan East Lodge. A
total of five trenches, each measuring 5 x 2m, were excavated
mainly across the S of the development area on varying
alignments from NW–SE and N–S. A single post-medieval
feature was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: ZM Architecture

Pendreich Farm
Metal detector survey
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NN 8090 0030 A metal detector survey was undertaken, 15–17
November 2012, on a 25ha plot prior to proposed forestry
planting. The plot at Pendriech Farm lies immediately S of the
Wharry Burn and is within the Sherrifmuir Battlefield (1715).
The survey recovered eight artefacts, including four minet
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: SAC Consulting

The Kennels, Lower Polmaise
Standing building recording and evaluation
Derek Hall
NS 82206 92819 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken on 8 July 2013 in advance of the construction of
a new house and parking area. A Level 2 standing building
survey of a group of derelict farm buildings was followed by
the excavation of five evaluation trenches. A reused medieval
roll moulded doorway in the cottage will be reused in the new
development.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr C McInally

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Gartmore Community Trust Ltd

Stirling
Beechwood Park Roman Road
Excavation
Murray Cook and Fiona Watson – Stirling Council
NS 79275 91940 to NS 79289 92041 A series of small test
pits and linear trenches were excavated, 16–21 September
2013, across the line of the Roman Road in Beechwood Park.
A degraded cobbled surface was identified associated with late
17th- and early 18th-century pottery and coins. In addition, a
possible 18th-century cannonball was recovered.
Archive: Stirling HER
Funder: Torbrex Community Council, Sons of the Rock,
Stirling Council, Heritage Lottery Fund and Romans Research Trust

Cambuskenneth Abbey
Metal detector survey, geophysical survey and evaluation trenches
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 80868 93940 The investigations at Cambuskenneth Abbey
undertaken, 27 August – 14 September 2012, involved a metal
detector survey covering c17ha, a geophysical survey covering
340m² and seven evaluation trenches totalling 47.54m².
The metal detector survey retained a total of 1044 finds, 44 of
which were lead shot or musket balls. Two cannon balls were
recovered and there were 22 buttons, 3 buckles and 36 coins,
one of which was identified as an Edward I or II coin. This
coin is potentially contemporary with the time of the Battle of
Bannockburn, bridging the late 13th and early 14th centuries.
The remaining objects require further cleaning, identification
and analysis and other significant finds may come to light
during this process.
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The geophysical survey identified 14 anomalies. Several
of these potentially represented structural remains and were
further investigated via seven evaluation trenches.
Trench 1 revealed layers of refuse. These were located to
the W of the Abbey and may relate to the early centuries of
its occupation. These deposits may provide information on
past land use, economy and environment of the environs of
Cambuskenneth.
Trench 2 revealed a mole drain system leading to a
rectangular hollow along the current track across the site.
Trench 3 revealed evidence of possible turf walls and/or
structures. These features were very ephemeral.
Trench 4 revealed a 0.75m deep by 1.8m wide ditch feature
which extended parallel to the current track. This ditch is
shown on an 1813 Feu Plan of Cambuskenneth. The finds
from it included glass, pottery, animal bone, the remains of
a leather shoe sole, clay pipe fragments and fragments of red
brick. Most finds were of 19th- to 20th-century date but some
sherds of medieval pottery were recorded.
Trench 5 found evidence relating to the former rope works
that occupied this part of the site into the 20th century.
Trenches 6 and 7 revealed the possible remains of the
Watergate that once stood on the E edge of the Forth River in
Slezer’s drawing of 1693. It is considered that this Watergate,
if present in the 14th century, could have acted as a defence
mechanism during the Battle of Bannockburn when the
baggage train was held at Cambuskenneth. It is likely that the
preliminary investigation undertaken of this feature will be
followed by further work.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Insight Vacations

Cambuskenneth Abbey
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 8086 9394 A watching brief was carried out on 30 April
2013 during the excavation of a trench to install a new sign.
Upper deposits and the finds found within them suggested
that they consist of made ground of imported material. More
interesting is the discrete layer of clay below, which has been
deliberately deposited, and possibly relates to the installation
of the graveyard behind. This sits at a higher level than the
bank, and is in turn higher than the soft deposits which
currently cover the floor of the nave. It is also worth noting
that clay linings are also used in garden parterres.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

King’s Park
Survey
Nick Aitchison

NS 789 928 Fieldwalking of a ploughed area beside the new
skate park, March – April 2013, yielded six sherds of later
prehistoric pottery, including two rim sherds. One rim has a
flat profile, the other a rounded profile. One sherd of green
glazed ware was also recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Report: Forth Naturalist and Historian 36 (2013)

Stirling Castle Esplanade
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7922 9387 A watching brief was carried out, 11–12
December 2012, during the excavation of two trenches on the
approach road to Stirling Castle, which runs up the SE side of
the Esplanade. The trenches were dug to allow the replacement
of the traffic bollards. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

St Ninian’s Chancel, St Ninian’s Church
Watching brief and standing building recording
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 79564 91677 A basic photographic survey of St Ninian’s
Chancel and a watching brief on groundworks associated with its
renovation were undertaken 24 September – 27 November 2012.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: MacDuff Architects/Historic Scotland

The King’s Knot
Excavation
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7899 9368 A record was produced on 14 November 2012
of an area of disturbed ground caused by the collapse of a
hawthorn tree located close to the King’s Knot. The excavation
was located against the NE edge of a low terrace which
extends SW to meet the more pronounced NW and NE sides
of a regular, well constructed bank. The latter appears to be
in character with the more prominent elements of the King’s
Knot, in contrast with the feature cut by this excavation – a
lower and more ephemeral earthwork. The findings of the
excavation suggest that this feature is a shallow and eroded
terrace, affected by both the hawthorn roots and by water
penetration. The latter appears to have been exacerbated by
the stone wall which lies opposite and parallel to the terrace, to
the NE. The wall and the terrace edge have created a ditch-like
effect, mainly characterised by waterlogging.
Despite the limits of the work, the evidence suggests that
the low terrace immediately adjacent to the hawthorn might
be a relic of an earlier layout rather than part of the (more
prominent) present King’s Knot, generally assumed to date
from the early 17th century. In terms of construction, the terrace
is essentially a single clay-rich deposit, possibly revetted and/
or reinforced with unbonded stone fragments. On this basis,
it is a ‘mineral’ rather than a horticultural feature, part of the
fabric of a formal earthwork plan, of as yet unknown function,
predating both the 17th-century layout, and the Victorian park
(defined by the hawthorn).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Prehistoric pottery recovered at King’s Park

Viewforth, St Ninians Road
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 7953 9282 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out, 10–
14 June 2013, on a proposed development site in the grounds
of Stirling Council at Viewforth. It was planned that 8% of the
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3600m2 area would be investigated; however the presence of
live services and a heavy tree canopy reduced the area covered
from 72 to 62m. A total of 13 pits/postholes of probable
prehistoric date were recorded. These features formed a rightangled linear alignment and are the possible remains of a
substantial post-built structure or enclosure. Three sherds of
late medieval reduced ware pottery, two body sherds and a
skillet handle, were recovered from the interface of the topsoil
and natural.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stirling Council

St Ninians
Bannockburn Big Dig
Geophysical survey, excavation and metal detector survey
Iraia Arabaolaza and Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 80491 92006, NS 80243 91453 and NS 80546 91205
A programme of surveying and the hand excavation of test pits
was carried out, 17–23 June 2013, in collaboration with the
Centre for Battlefield Archaeology on several areas to the N of
Bannockburn. None of the geophysical anomalies identified
during the survey related to archaeological features. Two
archaeological features were encountered during the excavation
work; a possible fire pit and a possible dry stone wall. The
majority of the finds from the metal detecting survey dated
from the 18th century to the present day. The only earlier finds
were: a silver Elizabethan coin; a musket ball; harness; shield;
and the buckle and strap of a belt that may be of earlier date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and BBC

Bannockburn Visitor Centre
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 796 906 A watching brief was undertaken, 9 July 2012 – 28
June 2013, during the construction of the new visitor centre.
The work recorded several pits (two containing bone), the Bore
Stone setting, four linear features and a possible stakehole.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Braehead Community Garden
Metal detector survey and excavation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 81712 91148 A community research project was undertaken,
13–14 September 2013, prior to the construction of a
community garden. The investigations were conducted with
the help of volunteers from the local community, including
350 school children from the nearby Braehead Primary School
and Nursery. The metal detector survey across the 1.5ha site
was conducted by members of the Scottish Artefact Recovery
Group (SARG) and Detecting Scotland, working alongside
GUARD Archaeology staff. A total of 21 test pits were excavated
during the course of the project.
A total of 97 finds were retained from the survey including
a musket ball, a copper alloy decorative shoe/buckle piece, an
iron plated button with crowned lion design, a copper alloy
button and a small copper pointed object (possibly part of a
writing implement). Many of the corroded iron objects are
unidentifiable but are likely to be debris from post-medieval
agricultural machinery.
A range of material was recovered from the test pits
including pieces of medieval pottery ranging from the 13th- to
15th-century in date. The assemblage included one sherd of
15th-century reduced green glazed pottery and two unglazed
sherds of similar date. A copper alloy thimble and a small blue
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glass bead were also recovered.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Braehead Community Council

Cambusbarron/Redhall
Metal detector and geophysical survey
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 77846 92514 (Cambusbarron) and NS 81712 91148 (Redhall)
The investigations undertaken 22–30 August 2013 involved
44 volunteers in surveys and the excavation of 24 targeted
hand excavated 1m² test pits. This work was carried out as
part of ongoing work leading up to the 700th anniversary of
the Battle of Bannockburn in June 2014, in collaboration with
The Centre for Battlefield Archaeology, The National Trust for
Scotland, Stirling Council and BBC Scotland.
The metal detector survey retained a total of 560 finds,
including 12 coins ranging from a hammered copper alloy (pre17th century) coin to 20th-century coins, although most of the
milled coins bore no identifiable marks. Other finds included
equestrian items such as 26 horse shoes (or fragments) and
one stirrup fragment. Also recovered were six copper alloy
buttons, two lead buttons and four buckles (two iron and two
copper alloy).
The geophysical survey identified several anomalies using
resistivity. Unfortunately none of the test pits targeting the
anomalies uncovered built remains, human remains or
features that could be definitively related to the Battlefield of
Bannockburn or the site of the chapel. However the anomalies
found in the common area did correspond to early attempts
at terracing the slope at Cambusbarron. These topographic
modifications may well be contemporary with the medieval
chapel.
The material culture recovered from the test pits included
13th- to 15th-century medieval ceramic. The assemblage at
Cambusbarron included one sherd of white gritty ware, some
Scottish red ware sherds and reduced green-glazed pottery as
well as considerable amounts of late medieval green-glazed
pottery sherds. Finds from the test pits at Redhall also included
pottery of similar 14th/15th-century date, a copper alloy tool
and a small lentoid copper alloy object with a pointed end.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and BBC Scotland

Carse Fields, Stirling (Phase 1)
Metal detector survey
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 81620 91760 A metal detector survey was carried out, 6–12
April 2013, at Carse Fields to the E of Stirling. The survey was
carried out in collaboration with the Centre for Battlefield
Archaeology and undertaken by volunteers under the
supervision of professional archaeologists. This first phase of
work focused on the ground at Broadleys Farm to the E and W
of the A91. Significant finds included two possible copper alloy
medieval finger rings, a copper alloy horse harness ornament,
a stirrup fragment and a possible shield boss.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: BBC

Plean North Lodge
Excavation
Murray Cook – Stirling Council
NS 82725 86988 A community research programme,
undertaken 7–8 June 2013, with Stirling Council’s Archaeology
and Ranger Service, continued to investigate features identified
in 2012 (DES 2013, 179). The N lodge of Plean Country House
was built in the early 19th century and demolished in the
mid-20th century. The foundations of the building had been

S T I R L I N G/W E S T D U N BA R TO N S H I R E/W E S T LOT H I A N

left exposed and work established that the building had been
modified with the addition of extensions and a raised floor,
which involved blocking an existing fireplace and switching
the orientation of the rooms.
Archive: Stirling HER
Funder: Stirling Council

West Plean
Evaluation and metal detector survey
Derek Hall
NS 814 872 (Site 1) and NS 814 873 (Site 2) Two proposed
housing development sites on land W of Neuk o’ Hedge and
land N of West Plean Cottages were investigated, 8–11 March
2013, by evaluation and metal detector survey respectively.
The site evaluation (Site 1) located the line of the Roman
and later road line as marked by the OS. The metal detector
survey (Site 2) found nothing associated with the Battle of
Sauchieburn but did find two 17th-century coins (A William III
Love Token and a Charles I Turner or Bodle).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mrs Moira Stewart

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Cardross
Dalmoak Farm, Renton Road, Dumbarton
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 386 768 A watching brief was undertaken on 22 April 2013
during ground reduction work associated with the construction
of a slurry storage tank. The excavated area mainly consisted
of a dirty silt, which contained a high percentage of 19th- and
20th-century domestic waste (ceramics, glass, clay tobacco
pipes, charcoal and coke debris). The date and composition
of the deposit suggested it may have come from a domestic
waste heap.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: William N Turner

Dumbarton
Dumbarton Castle
Watching brief
John Godbert – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 4000 7441 A watching brief was carried out on 7 March
2013 during excavations to expose existing drains in advance
of the installation of new drains. The area lay immediately N of
the inner (N) face of the 18th-century rampart and associated
stone drainage channel.
The remains of a wall, probably representing an earlier
version of the southern defences of the castle and predating
the 1735 building campaign, were recorded. Although only
revealed in a small trench, they appear to show the upper
limits of a wall on a different alignment to the 18th-century
layout. The masonry lies beyond the assumed limits of the 17thcentury plan, and is probably part of the medieval defences
associated with other known residual elements, such as the
medieval gatehouse.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

New Kilpatrick
Forth and Clyde Canal, Kilbowie to Linnvale
Watching brief

Gordon Ewart and David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 5130 7001 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 January – 5
February 2013, during intrusive works over a stone culvert,
running below and across the line of the Forth and Clyde
Canal. The excavation took place over the earth embankment
on the S side of the canal and under the pathway to the S of
the canal.
The work revealed that the present embankment, which
was established in the later 20th century, had been formed
by dumping mixed soil and stones over elements associated
with the primary construction of the canal. These 18thcentury features consisted of an embankment of redeposited
compacted clean reddish clay, revetted by a low stone wall to
the S, both sealed by an additional clay deposit. The excavation
under the pathway revealed a series of 20th-century service
pipes, including the WW2 ‘Admiralty Pipe’.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Canals

Old Kilpatrick
Cochno Hill North
Walkover survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 481 768 A walkover survey was carried out 8–18 March 2013
as part of the Forestry Commission’s management strategy. A
total of 19 new sites were recorded including hut circles, small
cairns, possible building platforms, grouse shooting butts,
areas of rig and furrow and field boundaries. A condition
survey was also undertaken on several key monuments on
FCS land in the Kilpatrick Hills, including the chambered
cairns at Cairnhowit and Gallangad Burn. The latter site had
previously been reported as destroyed (RCAHMS 1978), but is
in fact preserved at the originally cited NGR and remains in the
state reported by Henshall (1972).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forest Enterprise Scotland

Kirk Crescent, Old Kilpatrick
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 460 732 A watching brief was undertaken on 24 April 2013
during ground reduction work associated with the construction
of a new driveway at 7 Kirk Crescent. The excavation recorded
a rich topsoil containing 19th–20th-century finds.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Ellen Sawers

WEST LOTHIAN
Abercorn
Hopetoun Home Farm, South Queensferry
Standing building recording and watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 09023 78884 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 4 September – 25 October 2012, during the
conversion of a single building at Hopetoun Home Farm. A
survey of the building, which had been used as workshops
but was empty, was carried out both prior to and during
its redevelopment. A watching brief was undertaken on
groundworks associated with the work, including the
excavation of a 50m long service pipe trench, an attenuation
tank trench, a series of service pipe trenches and work around
the perimeter of the building.
The building survey suggested that the building was part
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Excavation of a burial cist at the House of the Binns by NTS Archaeologist Dr Daniel Rhodes
of the original Home Farm, constructed c1725, although a
definitive phasing of the building was difficult to define. The
groundworks revealed deep deposits of made ground to the S
of the workshop with evidence for an earlier stone cobble road
surface 2.5m below the modern surface. Work closer to the
workshop revealed a stone-lined culvert immediately to the S
and shallow topsoil overlying clean yellow sand subsoil to the
E. No significant archaeological features or finds predating the
workshop were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aithrie Estates

House of the Binns
Excavation
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NT 04931 78446 During a site inspection by NTS archaeologists
an eroding cist burial was noted on the crest of a rock outcrop to
the W of the estate. In order to prevent further erosion and the
loss of archaeological information an emergency excavation
was carried out by the NTS Archaeology Department on 28
August 2013. The cist contained the incomplete and partly
articulated remains of at least two crouched individuals, with
the remnant of a heavily eroded brooch and fabric recovered
from the shoulder of one of the interred skeletons.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

The Stables Buildings, House of the Binns
Desk-based assessment and standing building recording
Mike Cressey and Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 05029 78067 A desk-based assessment and Level 3 standing
building survey were carried out in June 2013 on the Stables
Complex on the House of the Binns estate. The complex
consisted of three ranges in a U-shaped formation surrounding
a courtyard and fronted by an ornate central facade facing
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towards the E gate of the estate. The three ranges are mainly
built of random rubble using basalt with sandstone quoins at
the returns, which are noticeably of finer finish on the front, E
face. The E face of the complex contains a central facade with
a crenelated pitched profile and is decorated with two occuli
and includes a segmented arch entrance into a central carriage
house. The E-facing gables of the flanking ranges feature
decorative blind arches. The interior of the complex is largely
empty and heavily overgrown. The interior W-facing elevation
of the N range features three in situ fireplaces. One fireplace
is located on the first floor level indicating that a living or
working space existed in the loft. The overall condition of the
complex is poor.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Bathgate
Standhill Farm, Bathgate
Evaluation
Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 9675 6720 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken, 18–
23 February 2013, prior to a proposed residential development
around Standhill Farm. A total of 60 trenches, covering 8%
of the area excluding a large boggy area and a number of
services, were excavated. No features or finds of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barratt East Scotland

Ecclesmachan
Burnbrae, Ecclesmachan
Watching brief
Andrew Morrison – Addyman Archaeology

W E S T LOT H I A N

NT 05831 73685 A watching brief was carried out on 31 July
2013 during the excavation of test pits on a small development
site. The site lies within the projected area of the medieval
settlement, close to the 18th-century church, which is associated
with a 6th- or 7th-century saint dedication and incorporates
medieval fabric. The test pits revealed that the ground had
been substantially built up from the Victorian period onwards
to create a level surface associated with garden improvements.

A simple stratigraphic sequence of thin topsoil over clay rich
subsoils with the occasional outcrop of bedrock, and in the
SE corner an area of sand and gravel was recorded. Areas of
boggy ground and the presence of field drains suggested that
historically the ground has been relatively poorly drained. No
finds or features of archaeological significance were recorded,
and it is considered that historic land use was restricted to
agriculture rather than settlement.

Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Private developer

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CgMs Ltd on behalf of Walker Group Ltd

Kirknewton

Linlithgow

Calderwood, East Calder
Evaluation
Jamie Lewis – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 09197 68591 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
in April 2013 prior to development. The evaluation which
consisted of 192 trenches covered c8% (17154m2) of the
Phase 1 area. Eighteen undated linear features were identified
on a range of alignments. In the main these were shallow and
contained single fills. The features were not considered to
be of any significant age and probably related to agricultural
activity.

Kettilstoun Mains, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 984 763 A watching brief was undertaken, 30 April – 3 May
2013, during investigations on a potential development site
at Kettilstoun Mains. A previous trial trench evaluation (DES
2013, 182) had identified two Early Bronze Age cremation pits
and a group of six Neolithic pits and postholes.
A total of 32 trial pits and two trenches were excavated
but no archaeological remains were recorded. It is likely
that the investigation avoided any surviving archaeology, as
the relatively deep soil profile would have protected features
cut into the natural geology from truncation by ploughing
or landscaping. There remains the potential for settlement
remains to exist in areas outwith those excavated during this
phase of work.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
(intended)
Funder: Stirling Property Partnership

Community Hall, Kirknewton
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 11400 66992 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
21–30 May 2013, during the excavation of foundation trenches
for a community hall on land adjacent to 14 Main Street. No
archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
(intended)
Funder: Kirknewton Development Trust

Main Street, East Calder
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 08440 67837 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
on 21 January 2013 prior to a retail development at 242 Main
Street. A total of 40m of trenches were excavated, reduced
from the planned 10% sample of 60m due to the presence of
live services.
The evaluation revealed a circular stone well of probable
medieval/post-medieval date constructed of unbonded
rectangular sandstone. The well was known to local residents
and had apparently been discovered during the construction of
the public house car park that currently occupies the site. The
well had been covered by a metal drain cover and is currently
in a good state of preservation. The presence of the well and
the restrictions caused by the live services mean that further
work is considered necessary.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: SAYAK UK Ltd

Raw Holdings, East Calder
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 087 674 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken, 11–15
March 2013, on a proposed development site and adjacent
area at Raw Holdings. The area is a greenfield site consisting
of two land parcels, one covering c5ha and the other 1ha. A
total of 39 trenches covering 8% (>5100m2) were excavated.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: WoSAS (intended)
Funder: West Lothian Council

Parkhead, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 9985 7796 A watching brief was carried out, 9–10 January
2013, during ground-breaking work associated with the
construction of a new house at Parkhead. The area was
considered sensitive due to its proximity to the royal park
associated with Linlithgow Palace and a number of cropmark
enclosures. No significant archaeological finds or features
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: McLean Bell Consultants Ltd

The Star and Garter Hotel, High Street, Linlithgow
Standing building recording
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 0043 7710 A Level 2 building survey was carried out on 28
November 2012 on the fire damaged Category B hotel prior to
redevelopment of the site. Three broad phases of development
were recorded. The principal building was constructed around
1759 as a private town house, before conversion to a hotel and
associated additions to the W and S (rear) took place in 1842,
coinciding with the arrival of the railway. Further work was
undertaken from the mid-19th century onwards, with internal
renovations and additional extensions added to the rear. Only
the external walls of the building remain extant so evidence of
internal features was limited.
Report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ross Wilkie

Mid Calder
Alderstone Road, Livingstone
Evaluation and watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar, Erland Hindmarch and Kevin Paton – AOC
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Archaeology Group
NT 0458 6691 An evaluation and watching brief were carried
out, 2 July – 5 December 2012, on land to the W of Alderstone
Road prior to residential development. A considerable amount
of material was found to have been recently dumped across
the majority of the area. The evaluation of the S half of the site
recorded a lack of any buried soils below the dumped material,
indicating that it may have been stripped. The watching brief
on the N half of the site gave similar results where natural soils
were revealed; however, most of the ground-breaking work did
not reach the base of the made ground. The vestigial remains of
rig and furrow cultivation were found to exist in a single trench
but no significant archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Lovell Partnerships Ltd

Castle Greg
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 05020 59250 A ground resistance survey was carried out
on 26 October 2013 on areas to the NE and NW of the Castle
Greg Roman fortlet, where previous work (DES 2013, 182–3)
had suggested the presence of a possible annexe. Two 20 x
20m grids and three partial grids running to the forest edge
were surveyed. The results indicated that the spur from the
outer ditch at the NE corner did continue, but veered off to
the NE making it unlikely that there was an external defended
area, although it is feasible that there could have been an
annexe under the present forested area. A 3.8m wide area of
higher resistance could be a trace of the road exiting the fort
from the E gate towards the supposed line of the Roman Road
to the N of the fortlet.
Archive: Forestry Commission Scotland, RCAHMS, West Lothian
Council History Library and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, Forestry Commission Scotland and
Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society

The results of the geophysical survey at Castle Greg
Wellhead Farm, Murieston, Livingston
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0593 6426 A watching brief was undertaken, 3 June 2012
– 7 January 2013, prior to residential development at Wellhead
Farm. No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Cala Homes
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Uphall
The Steading, St Nicholas Church
Standing building recording
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NT 059 722 A Level 2 standing building survey was
undertaken in March 2013 of the Category C listed steading
(former manse outbuildings) prior to their conversion to a
house. The building consisted of a two-storey gabled rubble
built rectangular structure with a slated roof. The building is
aligned NNW–SSE and measures c30.5m by 5.7m. The SSW
end has a crow-stepped gable with a further crow-stepped
gable sited c8m to the NNE. The NNE gable is not stepped
and is slightly curved. Chimneys are visible on the two crowstepped gables and there is a smaller chimney towards the
NNE end of the roofline.
The ESE (rear) elevation has seven windows and one
doorway. There are three windows with wooden slats, two
brick infilled windows, three stone infilled windows and
one brick infilled doorway. The WNW (front) elevation
has eight windows and seven doorways. There are three
windows with wooden slats, three stone infilled windows,
one boarded window and one open window, four single
open doorways with wooden door, two double doorways/
entrances and one partially stone infilled doorway. The
SSE crow-stepped gable has one doorway and one stone
infilled window. No windows or doorways were visible in
the NNW gable. The interior of the structure is currently
divided into five areas.
From documentary and cartographic evidence it can be
concluded that the earliest part of the outbuildings date to
c1695 and is contemporary with the old manse. The earliest
section is the SSE end and would have consisted of a twostorey gabled building with crow-stepping on both gables.
The moulded doorway on the lower floor would have been
the main access to the building and access to the upper
section would have been from an external stair (probably
wooden) at the front of the structure (WNW elevation). This
doorway appears to have been later infilled, and used as a
window, before being completely blocked. Roy’s Military
Map suggests that the structure had been extended by the
mid-18th century.
When the structure was extended (to the NNW) it
appears that Areas 1, 2 and 3 were single storey and Area
4 had an upper and lower floor. A doorway was created
in the original (NNW) gable end which allowed access to
the upper floor of Area 4. This area, which was probably
a hayloft, could also be accessed from a stair in Area 3.
The external access possibly ceased to be used around
about this time and was altered to become a window. The
bowing in SSE wall of Area 3, which is the external wall of
the original NNW gable, is a common feature of a wall that
has a fireplace. If a fireplace does exist in this wall, it is
no longer visible, but the chimneys on both crow-stepped
gables suggest there may have been at least one fireplace
and that the second chimney was added for symmetry.
The presence of a fireplace would suggest that the original
structure may have been used as a house.
The extension to the original structure consisted of
numerous doorways and windows, some of which were
later blocked. The doorway in the rear wall, now blocked,
must have originally given access to Area 2, which may have
been used as a winnowing barn. Quoin stones visible on
both the rear and front elevations indicate where the original
structure ended.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: James Watson
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Maritime
The Outer Hebrides Coastal Community Marine
Archaeology Pilot Project
Survey
Jonathan Benjamin and Andrew Bicket – WA Heritage
NB 5250 6578, NA 9372 3194, NF 5775 6328, NL 5426 7800,
NF 8802 1246, NG 4187 9739 and NB 5932 3749 The first
phase of this project, baseline data gathering, outreach and
fieldwork, was undertaken during 2011–12, with subsequent
analysis undertaken during 2012–13. The work in the second
year focused on marine resource exploitation, maritime
history and transport, and submerged prehistoric potential.
Six locations were investigated across South Uist, Grimsay,
Harris, and Lewis, and a total of 39 coastal and intertidal
structures were recorded, the majority of these were
previously unrecorded. In collaboration with RCAHMS, field
recording of prehistoric and historic sites was undertaken at
Stulaigh and Hartavagh, South Uist, accessible only by boat.
The sites were investigated as a direct consequence of the
outreach campaign undertaken in 2011, when the field team
met JJ McDonald of N Locheynort.
Diving and snorkelling surveys were carried out at all
sites except Stulaigh. At Locheynort, Grimsay and Harris,
underwater surveys and local outreach were aimed at
prospecting for and locating unrecorded structures and
wrecks in the area. A number of previously unrecorded yairs
and causeways were located in the lower range of the intertidal
zone. Reports of wrecks were received but these could not be
checked as they were located in open water.
Underwater survey was undertaken at Lundale, Lewis, on
the fringes of Loch Roag. The inundated bog has substantial
in situ remains of previous wooded land surfaces, which
have been covered by blanket bog, and then by sea level rise.
Peat was also recovered and dated at Hartavagh, South Uist.
Remnants of Late Pleistocene peat deposits were recovered
in the intertidal zone at Hartavagh. The information from
these deposits offers scope for improving relative sea level
models and baselines relating to palaeogeography and early
prehistory.
A bespoke outreach activity was undertaken with the
community at Stornoway, Lewis to present the project and
to gain an insight into the types of marine and maritime
archaeology information accumulated by this group.
Considerable knowledge of the marine environment with
relevance to cultural heritage exists, requiring a dedicated
research effort.
Whilst OHCCMAPP was being undertaken additional
reports of material were made from outside the core study
areas. Significant Early Mesolithic material was recovered
by a team led by Karen Hardy from above, and below, the
waterline at Lub Dubh-Aird, Upper Loch Torridon following
a community report. An historic wreck from Loch Laxford,
West Sutherland was also reported to the project.
It is clear that investigating the full spectrum of the coastal
zone is challenging, but substantial resources exist for the
investigation of marine resource exploitation. A very large
resource of stone-built yairs and causeways are underreported, if at all, from the study areas, a key element to
understanding the economy and subsistence strategy of postmedieval townships. The intertidal zone is also a key area of
focus for investigating marine resource exploitation, but also
submerged prehistory potential in the islands. Modelling has
indicated that for at least the Neolithic and Mesolithic, the

contemporary coastlines are now largely underwater or fully
submerged. For example, the remains at Northton, Harris may
be the last remaining element of more extensive site(s) that
have been inundated and eroded during the later Holocene.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Barra
Am Meall, Vatersay
Desk-based assessment, walkover survey and evaluation
Rebecca Rennell and Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology
NL 63593 94687 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 8–11 October 2013, in advance of the construction
of a road and slipway at Am Meall, Vatersay. A walkover
survey on the footprint of the development and 100m buffer
zone, on the S shore of Bàgh Bhatarsaigh, recorded four new
sites that will not be directly affected by the development.
NL 63530 94550 Quarry located on a W-facing slope,
overlooking an area of machair. The quarry is up to 2m deep
and 10m wide. The quarry contained a tumble of angular
stones, some with blast holes.
NL 63543 94590 Bank located on a hill overlooking Bàgh
Bhatarsaigh, enclosing a natural hollow. The bank was c10m
long, 1.5m wide and 0.4m high. It was composed of earth with
occasional rounded cobbles.
NL 63651 94706 Herring curing station (NW corner)
located on the foreshore. The site consisted of a rectangular
structure, with two concrete walls, 1.1m in height, enclosing
an area of shingle and boulders, c60 x 15m.
NL 63624 94708 Post/pile located in the intertidal area,
c10m below HWM. The degraded wooden post was 1m high
and square in cross-section. It is possibly the remnants of a
quay.
The walkover survey also identified three previously
unrecorded sites that will be affected by the development.
These sites were further evaluated.
NL 63565 94646 A structure and midden is eroding from
face of dunes at head of beach. The structure was situated 2m
above the base of the dune, and consisted of two dry stone
walls of rounded boulders, c2m apart and up to 0.72m high,
with three courses visible. The structure was embedded in
midden deposits, which were up to 1.6m thick and extend for
c60m along the face of the dune. The midden was composed
of mid-yellow sand with small quantities of shell. The exposed
structural remains and surrounding deposits were cleaned
and recorded in section. It was not possible to excavate the
deposits due to the height and instability of the dune. One
abraded fragment of coarse pottery was recovered.
NL 63642 94681 Midden eroding from face of dunes at head
of beach. The exposed deposits were cleaned and recorded
in section. It was not possible to excavate the midden due
to the height and instability of the dune. The midden was
c4m above the base of the dune, and was mid–greyish brown
with a band of shell. One sherd of coarse plain pottery was
recovered from the midden. A straight-sided pit had been cut
into the deposits, and contained roughly coursed boulders,
possibly representing the base of a wall in cross section. The
midden deposits were up to 1.5m thick, extending c5m along
the beach.
NL 63654 94695 Stone alignment, timber located at head
of beach, against the base of eroding deposits of glacial till.
The site consisted of an alignment of sub-angular boulders,
c1.75m in length. Degraded timbers were leaning against the
stone alignment. The timbers contained square-sectioned
nails. Partial excavation showed that the boulders had been
placed within a cut in the glacial till. Three sherds of glazed
189
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white pottery were recovered. There are possibly the remnants
of foundations for a structure.
The desk-based assessment showed that a herring fishery
was located on the S shore of Bàgh Bhatarsaigh during the
late 19th century. Numerous buildings are shown on the 1st
Edition OS 6" map, which correspond to the remains recorded
on the foreshore. It is therefore likely that these sites relate to
the herring fishery, particularly as the eroding middens lack
the organic rich deposits, with significant quantities of animal
bone and pottery, which typify prehistoric settlements in the
Western Isles.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES HER
Funder: Castlebay Community Council

December 2012 – September 2013. The chapel and presbytery
on Mingulay was constructed by 1898 and dedicated to St
Columba, as was its medieval predecessor (NL58SE 2). It was
used irregularly until the island’s permanent population left
in 1912. It was sold in 1975 and partly restored, before falling
into disuse and ruination; a process that reached a climax in
1997 when the roof was blown off.
The building is important partly because of its unusual
form (a chapel and presbytery within a standard 19th-century
design), but also because of its connection with important
individuals that featured in the history of the Western Isles of
the late 19th century, including Fathers Allan Macdonald and
James Chisholm, but also John Mackinnon, a key member
of the Mingulay community and a skilled carpenter, who
constructed the altar.
The building was surveyed at a scale of 1:100 in July 2013,
and its environs were surveyed at 1:500. It is constructed of
local roughly dressed stone with cast concrete margins, and
details (such as chimney pots and a Belfast sink) supplied
from makers in the Glasgow area. The altar from Mingulay
stands in a side aisle at St Mary’s Star of the Sea, in Castlebay.
A simple sundial, cut into bedrock, was noted in the chapel
enclosure, as was a group of unrecorded carved stones,
probably of varying age and character.
Additional time was used to complete three other measured
surveys. A 1:100 survey of John Mackinnon’s House, a 1:250
survey of its environs (part of the township NL58SE 16),
a 1:100 survey of the horizontal mill built by Mackinnon,
and a 1:10 plan of the mill stones (NL58SE 144)
Archive: (RCAHMS). Report: NTS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Tangasdale, Isle of Barra
Evaluation
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 6509 0041 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out on
9 February 2013 in advance of the construction of a house at
86c Tangasdale. Two trenches were excavated covering 13% of
the development area. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES HER
Funder: Mairi MacNeil

Barvas
Structure and midden eroding from the face of a dune at
NL 63565 94646
Kisimul Castle
Excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NL 6652 9796 A small excavation was carried out, 10–11
September 2013, to assess the extent of possible damage
caused by recent landscaping activity. The area was considered
sensitive as work in 2001 by Headland Archaeology Ltd had
recovered a significant amount of flint from this area. The
landscaping was found to be relatively superficial, with
undisturbed slate located in the SW of the trench 180mm
below the modern turf.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Mingulay Chapel and Presbytery
Desk-based assessment and standing building recording
George Geddes – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NL 56413 83432 A programme of archaeological work including
the production of a conservation statement was carried out,
190

Gleann Mor Barabhais
Walkover survey
S Piper, P Rowley-Conwy and MJ Church – University of Durham
NB 3501 4959 – NB 3821 4307 A walkover survey was carried
out, 9–19 September 2013, along Gleann Mor Barabhais, with
the aim of identifying potential Mesolithic sites in the interior
of Lewis. Mesolithic sites have been identified around the
coastline by investigating the interface between glacial till
and machair (DES 2010,178 and 2011,187, 194-5). Evidence
for Mesolithic activity would be expected to occur above the
glacial till deposits but below the peat, which is likely to have
formed in the mid-Holocene. Substantial sections of the river
bank were actively eroding, providing fresh, clear sections for
inspection. However, in most instances either peat formations
or thick alluvial deposits were situated directly above the till.
A single potential site was identified at NB 3746 4648. A
dark brown/black possibly organic silty-clay layer with
charcoal flecks was identified, overlying a thin layer of grey
clay and glacial till and was in turn overlain by a series of
alluvial laminations. The layer is visible for c5m along an
eroding section of the river bank and in a sheep scrape. A
0.95m stretch of the section was drawn and photographed
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before two soil micromorphology samples and a 3.5l bulk
sample were taken for routine soil tests. The sample contains
charred remains, including small round-wood charcoal and
small seeds of heathland varieties. A radiocarbon date will be
obtained to establish the date of this deposit. At this stage it
is unknown whether the site represents in situ anthropogenic
occupation or redeposition of carbonised material from a
heathland fire in prehistory. It is also unknown whether this
possible fire could have been the product of anthropogenic
fire ecology or a natural event. The environmental analysis of
the samples will focus on these research questions.
Numerous post-medieval to modern features were also
identified during the survey. These included stone walls
believed to function as revetments for the stabilisation of the
river banks, lazy beds and associated structures. Known sites
were also investigated and all but three identified. A handheld
GPS was used and all points were recorded to <10m accuracy.
Archive: To be decided
Funders: University of Durham Rosemary Cramp Fund, National
Science Foundation of America and Historic Scotland

composed of midden material. Information from documentary
sources indicated the blackhouse is 19th-century in date and
the archaeological deposits are presumed to date to this
period.
The watching brief undertaken during repairs to the SW
corner of Blackhouse F revealed archaeological deposits
consisting of a wall infill. An upper context of fill contained an
assemblage of late 19th-/early 20th-century glass and ceramics.
A lower fill context was sterile of finds but was composed of
what appeared to be midden material. The lower context was
interpreted as infill associated with the original construction
of the blackhouse in the 1830s, whilst the upper was thought
likely to represent a repair undertaken in the late 19th or early
20th century.
No finds or features of archaeological significance were
recorded during excavations associated with the repair of a
water pipe to the rear of the MOD base in Village Bay.
Archive: RCAHMS and Museum nan Eilean
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland with support from
Historic Scotland

North Uist

Recording in progress at Gleann Mor Barabhais
Loch Sminig, Isle of Lewis
Watching brief
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NB 3816 5329 A watching brief was carried out, 3 June – 1 July
2013, during groundwork associated with the construction of
an access road for two wind turbines at Loch Sminig. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES HER
Funder: Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn (Galson Estate Trust)

Harris
Village Bay, St Kilda
Watching brief
Kevin Grant – The National Trust for Scotland
NF 1014 9936, NF 1006 9937 and NF 1029 9919 Three watching
briefs were undertaken on Hirta, May–August 2013. Two
during conservation works to post-medieval buildings within
the scheduled ancient monument of Village Bay, and one
during repairs to services within a modern MOD base.
The watching brief, undertaken during conservation repairs
to the W wall of Blackhouse L, Village Bay, recorded an historic
infill within the double-skinned walls of the blackhouse. The
fill was sterile of finds but did contain evidence of peat ash
and organic deposits, suggesting it may have been partially

Loch Paible
Excavation
Rebecca Rennell and Tom Dawson – The Scape Trust
NF 7100 6800 A detailed evaluation was carried out, 11–30
March 2013, as part of a community archaeology project to
record and assess the nature of archaeological deposits and
features eroding within the intertidal zone at the entrance
to the loch. The investigation included placing evaluation
trenches in four areas of the intertidal zone; a geophysical
survey of the site and surrounding area; a detailed survey
of the coast edge; and the establishment of marker pegs for
future monitoring. The archaeological investigation was
undertaken as part of the Scotland’s Coastal Heritage at Risk
Project (SCHARP); and was undertaken by the SCAPE Trust
and the University of St Andrews, in collaboration with Access
Archaeology (North Uist), Uist Archaeology and students
from St Andrews University.
Eroding archaeological remains have been noted in the
area for many years, and were highlighted in a survey
undertaken by CFA Archaeology in 2005. This latest
evaluation at Loch Paible was prompted by reports of rapid
erosion during monitoring visits undertaken by the Western
Isles Archaeology Service; and after the recovery of several
wooden artefacts from the area.
The area investigated is located within the intertidal zone
on the NE side of the channel leading from the sea to Loch
Paible. The intertidal zone was bounded by well-established
sand dunes to the N and by the channel that leads to Loch
Paible to the S. Significant erosion was recorded across the
entire intertidal zone and coast edge; and was particularly
acute close to the headland, where the channel leading
to Loch Paible has created an almost vertical section up to
1.2m deep that cuts through layers of peat, sand and midden
material. The area of investigation extended 150m W of a wall
at NF 7193 6834 (NF76NW 40) that encloses a headland and
possible archaeological site, identified as Dun Steingarry by
Beveridge in 1911 (NF76NW 2).
Four distinct areas were evaluated, and in two areas (Areas 1
and 3), alternating metre-square trenches were excavated in
order to minimise the impact of the excavation on erosion.
This method also meant that trenches closer to the sea
were the focus of activity at low tide, and as they flooded,
work continued higher up the beach. It also minimised the
exposure of archaeological deposits to the sea during high
191
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The challenge of intertidal excavation, bailing out the trenches at Loch Paible after the tide has gone out. (Copyright Tom Dawson,
The SCAPE Trust)
tide, as the squares were relatively rapid to excavate and could
be backfilled quickly.
Area 1 – Excavation at the E end of the investigation area,
closest to the headland and wall, revealed deep deposits of
silty-sand containing some (possibly residual) anthropogenic
material. We are awaiting results of an examination of column
samples collected during the excavation to clarify the nature
and origin of the deposits, but initial interpretation is that the
deposits were formed by natural processes (for example, beach,
fluvial or lacustrian deposits), into which, anthropogenic
material was mixed. Stratigraphically later than these layers
were a number of pits and gullies, a large spread of stones and
an area of burning. No relationship was established between
these separate features, and they may be contemporary.
Two large pits were located within the test trenches and a
further three pits were identified within the eroding coastal
section. The pits contained some bone and pottery. In addition,
three shallow, linear features were identified running N–S
across Area 1, probably representing the remains of gullies. In
the E part of Area 1, a spread of tightly packed, irregular blocks
of Lewisian gneiss was recorded. The stones were up to 0.3 x
0.2 x 0.1m in size. The stone spread was of irregular shape,
and extended over an area of c1 x 5.6m, orientated N–S. It was
truncated by the eroding coastal section to the S. The feature
has been interpreted as a possible area of paving, rather than a
structure, due to the irregular shape of the spread and the lack
of more than one course, The stones also appear to be thinner
than would be expected for the construction of a wall. To the
E of the stone surface was a layer of compact reddish brown
silty-sand containing charcoal, peat ash and quartz fragmentsthis layer was probably formed by burning.
The latest archaeological deposit in Area 1 was a mottled
greyish-brown silty-sand. This deposit sealed the possible
paved surface, the upper fills of the pits and gullies and
the layers of burnt material. This deposit is provisionally
interpreted as a lacustrian or fluvial deposit. Fragments of
residual pottery, bone and wood were recovered from this
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deposit. The waterlogged nature of deposits ensured good
organic preservation across the site. Organic finds included
many fragments of wood, as well as worked and unworked
animal bone and antler. Two samples from Area 1 have been
submitted for radiocarbon dating. Significant finds included
wooden stakes and pegs.

A peg or key made of larch, from eroding deposits at Loch Paible;
other finds from the area have ranged in date from the 1st century
BC to the 4th Century AD. (Copyright Tom Dawson, The SCAPE Trust)
Area 2 was located at the W end of the investigation area.
Previous surveys had noted a series of edge-set, bedded slabs
that had been interpreted as a sub-circular structure and
annexe (NF76NW 3). Open area excavation revealed that the
stones of the larger structure were dug directly into natural
glacial deposits and consisted of a single course. There was
no evidence of occupation layers within the structure. The
stonework of the annexe, although forming a more regular
shape in plan, created a very small circular structure with
an internal diameter of <2m. The boulders forming the wall
were placed directly upon a layer of loose, light grey beach
sand that resembled the present-day beach deposit. The sand
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directly overlay the glacial till, and no occupation layers were
found within the possible structure. Both the stonework and
the deposits in this area had suffered severe erosion and were
therefore very difficult to characterise and interpret.
Area 3 was located mid-way between Areas 1 and 2. Five test
pits were excavated in an area of possible cultivation deposits
cut by a series of narrow, linear features. The cuts were 0.3m
wide and 0.15m deep and had straight, angled sides and a flat
bottom. They ran broadly E–W across the area. Some surveys
have interpreted these as plough or ard marks, but they may
represent the remains of small gullies, cultivation trenches or
drainage channels. Immediately to the S of the gullies was a
wide, shallow pit, but this did not contain any dating material.
Area 4 comprised two trenches placed across the wall
enclosing the headland. The wall was also recorded by
theodolite survey, which traced the masonry on the foreshore
around the S, E and N sides of the possible dun under the
headland. One trench was excavated into beach deposits close
to the beach edge in order to investigate whether the wall
continued inland and to the W of the headland; the excavation
confirmed the presence of the wall. The second trench was
placed through a section of wall close to the tidal channel
(an area that is likely to be destroyed by erosion). Excavation
revealed that the wall was randomly coursed, built of large
rounded blocks of local stone, and that no bonding material
was visible. The wall was constructed above a sequence of
silty-sand deposits containing fragments of pot, bone and
wood. Two samples of wood from below the wall have been
submitted for radiocarbon analysis in order to date the feature.
A geophysical survey of the field behind the eroding beach
and of the headland was conducted, and revealed a large
circular target under the headland, c40m in diameter. This
was interpreted as an area of buried rock, but it could not be
determined if this was a natural outcrop or the remains of an
archaeological structure. Investigation of the eroding dune
edge however revealed exposed masonry in two places, and
there is a high probability that there is a large structure buried
beneath the headland.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland, HLF, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and
Crown Estate

South Uist
An Doirlinn, near Orosay
Excavation
Duncan Garrow and Fraser Sturt – University of Reading and
University of Southampton
NF 7300 1733 An Doirlinn is a small islet exposed on the
causeway that leads from the mainland of South Uist to
the tidal island of Orosay. As a result of its exposed coastal
location, storms had been eroding this potentially important
Neolithic site for decades. A small investigation led by Niall
Sharples in 2005 revealed potentially Early Neolithic pottery
and flint within an apparent occupation layer, and a possible
wall which appeared to be part of a stone structure. As a result
of its possibly early fourth millennium date, and because
of the continuing loss of this important site through coastal
erosion, An Doirlinn was selected as one of three key sites
to be excavated within the broader Stepping Stones research
project, which aims to understand early Neolithic settlement
around the ‘western seaways’ of Britain: http://www.
neolithicsteppingstones.org/.
The work, 23 June – 20 July 2013, excavated c80% of the
surviving total surface area of the site down to bedrock. The
main aims were to characterise the archaeology in more detail,
to investigate whether there are any stone buildings preserved,
and to recover vital dating evidence (in the form of pottery
and organic materials which could be radiocarbon dated).
An Doirlinn turned out to be a deeply stratified settlement,
dating to the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age. The settlement
consisted of partially stone-built buildings, postholes, pits,
hearths and midden-like occupation deposits. The earliest
phases of the site produced very substantial quantities of Early
Neolithic Hebridean wares, the later phases of Grooved Ware
and Beaker pottery; a very large assemblage of flint and quartz
was also recovered. These assemblages have been analysed by
Mike Copper (University of Bradford, pottery) and Anne Pirie
(University of Reading, chipped stone); radiocarbon results
are pending, and monograph publication is under way.
It is important to bear in mind that, due to erosion by the
sea over many centuries, what remained to be excavated in
2012 was almost certainly a small portion of the original

Recording of the site (sections and plans) underway at An Doirlinn. (Photograph: Dave Godwin)
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site which stood in the Neolithic. The site adds significantly
to our knowledge of Neolithic settlement in the Outer
Hebrides, not least because it produced such large material
assemblages (including the first Grooved Ware pottery to be
associated with a settlement site in the islands).
Archive and report: University of Southampton (currently). CNES
HER, RCAHMS and Museum nan Eilean (intended)
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research Council, and the
Universities of Liverpool and Southampton

Kildonan School Shieling
Excavation
Patrycja Kupiec, Karen Milek and Shruti Dutta – University of
Aberdeen
NF 7480 2750 An excavation was undertaken, 18–22 June
2013, part of the doctoral project which aims to elucidate
transhumant patterns in two contrasting regions of Norse
colonisation: Iceland and the Outer Hebrides. The project
also examines the potential of micromorphological analysis
of soil and sediments to: 1) aid the identification of seasonal
occupation at archaeological sites in regions with significant
input of windblown and silt, and 2) divulge the range of
activities that were taking place at shielings.
This shielings complex consists of a group of two large
shieling mounds, and two small shieling mounds, which
based on their surface structural remains, are likely to
have functioned as dwellings for people staying at the
shieling, and for their animals. The ruins are stone and
turf built and are located on substantial grassy mounds
(up to 2m high), which suggest multiple phases of use,
resulting in a significant build-up of occupation deposits
and/or earlier ruins. Two 1 x 1m assessment trenches were
opened in Structures 1 (dwelling) and 2 (animal pen).
After the removal of the overlying turf and stone collapse
layers, the test trenches were excavated into the uppermost
occupation deposits to expose the floor layers. The floor
layers in both structures appeared laminated, consisting
of thin interdigitated surfaces, which proved impossible to
excavate as separate contexts. Floor layers were separated by
cleaner and less compact layers of sand, possibly indicative
of short abandonment phases. This corroborates well with
the suspected seasonal nature of the site’s occupation. The
presence of a hearth in Structure 2 suggests that, contrary
to the initial interpretation, this building was probably
used as a small residential space, at least in the last phase
of its occupation. A possible small hearth associated with
a substantial peat ash accumulation was also uncovered in
Structure 1. It can be noted that the floor deposits from the
last phases of occupation of Structures 1 and 2 corresponded
well, suggesting that both structures are contemporaneous
and had the same main function: a shelter for a small group
of people. To gain an understanding of the nature and the
duration of occupation of the complex, a 1 x 2m assessment
trench was opened into the grassy mound on which the
ruin of Structure 1 is situated. This assessment trench was
excavated down to the B horizon of original soil developed
on a glacial till. It exposed horizontal lenses of possible turf
wall overlying a raised anthropogenic soil made up of soil
enhanced with turves and domestic hearth waste. The turf
wall may be the remnants of the wall enclosing the site,
or it may belong to earlier structures no longer visible on
the ground. All anthropogenic deposits were bulk sampled
to provide material for dating and information on the
contemporary environment and site formation processes.
Micromorphological samples were taken from the exposed
sections of the assessment trenches to confirm the seasonal
nature of the site’s occupation and to explore the function
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of the two structures. Thin sections will be described at the
University of Aberdeen by Patrycja Kupiec and Karen Milek.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Lochboisdale Regeneration Project, South Uist
Desk–based assessment and survey
R Coleman, S Stronach, C Jones, S Timpany and M Dalland –
Headland Archaeology Ltd
NF 796 189 A desk-based assessment, walkover and auger
survey were carried out, 23–25 April 2012, on the proposed
location of the Port of Entry Regeneration Project. A
manual auger survey of the peats aimed to investigate the
depth, nature and archaeological and palaeoenvironmental
potential of the peatland. Radiocarbon dating of the basal
peat on Gasaigh Island showed that peat initiation began
in the Neolithic period at 3013–2878 cal BC and continued
to the present day, with a modern date returned for the
uppermost peat layer.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Western Isles Council

Stornoway
Beinn Ghrideag, Isle of Lewis
Evaluation
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NB 365 333 (centred on) A trial trenching evaluation was
carried out, 15–25 July 2013, in advance of the proposed
construction of a three turbine wind farm, in an area
characterised by deep deposits of peat with the potential for
concealed archaeological sites.
A total of 67 trenches, covering c10% of the area subject
to ground disturbance, were excavated. Where safe to do so,
the trenches were excavated to the surface of the underlying
bedrock or glacial till. It was not possible to evaluate the area
around Turbine 1 due to the depth of the peat deposits and
previous ground disturbance. No archaeological finds or
features were recorded; however, birch twigs and roots were
found preserved at the base of the peat in seven trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES HER
Funder: Point and Sandwick Power Ltd

St Columba’s Church
Watching brief
Cecily Spall – FAS Heritage
NB 48469 32260 A watching brief was carried out in July
2012 during the installation of four ground struts in the W
chapel and the installation of new surfaces in the nave. A
possible brick foundation for a burial enclosure and a stone
slab grave kerb, both burials post-dating the abandonment
of the church in 1829, were recorded in the first strut trench.
The internal ground level in the chapel was raised to avoid
any further disturbance of the deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Uidh Church Trust

Uig
Callanish I (viewing stance)
Fieldwork
MR Curtis
NB 2125 3285 A group of five rocks at the S end of Callanish l
and c5.5m N of the main part of Cnoc an Tursa has a viewing
stance on the highest rock 2m above the surrounding
ground level. The stance measures 0.29m on the W, 0.20m
on the E, 0.22m on the S side and 0.28m on the N side. From
the stance, the S row of Callanish l, the tall stone in the
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circle, and Callanish XVl c800m distant (and possibly other
prehistoric sites), lie due N.

face. Stone 45 forms the right hand side of the viewing line
from stone 23, through the slit formed from stones 22, 21 and
20, then through the circle. The image of a man can be seen
from stone 23 at the W end of the W row.

View to N showing the group of five rocks/outcrop overlooking the
Callanish stones (Copyright Margaret Curtis)
Callanish Stones (equinox sunrise alignment)
Fieldwork
GR Curtis and MR Curtis
NB 21285 33015 A row of four stones/megaliths, created as a
sunrise alignment for the equinoxes, stands to the W of the
circle at Callanish l.
Stone 23 The stone furthest from the circle is blocky,
whereas the other three slabs are aligned with the row. It is
common for the end stone of a row to differ from the others
in this way.
Stone 22 The stone next to stone 23 is a diamond shaped
slab.
Stone 21 The next slab is much shorter, but it is not broken.
The top is weathered and it has always been the shortest in the
row. It now leans a little to the N.
Stone 20 The slab nearest to the circle also leans a little to
the N.
Standing alongside stone 23 on the N side, and looking E
towards the circle, the flat N face of stone 22, the top of short
stone 21, and the S side of stone 20 formed a narrow gap/slit/
window when stones 20 and 21 were upright. An observer
at the N side of stone 23 would have seen further, through
the circle between stone 49 on the left, and stone 45 on the
right, to the far horizon where equinoctial sunrises took place.
When upright, stone 21 may have hidden stone 49. GR Curtis
considered that prehistoric observers stood at backsight
stones such as stone 23, with the observer’s right shoulder to
the stone.
The stone(s) of site 14 lie on the sub–horizon at NB 228 329,
1.5km from site 1. A reassessment was made of the earthfast
stone, which is 0.72 x 0.37 x 0.40m high. There are five small
‘packing stones’ around it. It is possible to probe 0.10 to 0.15m
under it in three places. It is not considered to be a standing
stone in its own right. It is just possible that this in situ stone
once supported a boulder and was an equinox sunrise marker
as seen from site 1. The boulder is c1.0 x 1.0 x 1.3m. It has
irregular sides and rounded edges and a void underneath.
The boulder lies down slope to the S of stone 14, c5m away.
Compare this with the use of two boulders for marking sunrises
and lunar S extremes at Callanish XXVlll (DES 2010, 185).
At the spring and autumn equinoxes, the positions of
sunrises (and sunsets) change most from day to day, c0.7°
per day. We can see exactly the same sunrises and sunsets as
did prehistoric people 5000 years ago at the equinoxes. The
boulder on the sub-horizon at site 14 may have been used as
elsewhere in Britain to differentiate over four years when it was
required to insert an extra day, a leap year day, to the calendar.
Stone 45 stands in the SE quadrant of the circle. It has been
claimed that stone 45 bears the image of a man (the ‘Sun
God’?) on its inner face. It has hornblende clusters on its outer

View to N of the W row at the Callanish stones (left to right: 23, 22,
21 and 20) (Copyright Margaret Curtis)
Callanish Stones (midsummer sunrise alignment and
symmetrical triple stone setting)
Fieldwork
Malcolm Maclean and MR Curtis
NB 21298 33014 The stones which form Callanish l have not
been worked to regular shapes as have those at Stonehenge.
The natural irregularities of the stones have been used to help
define some solar and lunar events, eg ‘midsummer window’
stones 51 and 52, S extreme moonrise stones 49, 48, 9, 27. The
13 stones of the circle are set at varying intervals around the
circle. The gaps between the stones are more important than
the stones.
Seen from within the stone circle, the trio of stones 42, 43
and 44 forms a distinct symmetrical setting. A burial cairn
now hides the lower part of all three stones. Their tops are
almost level with each other.
Stone 43 is a tall isoceles triangular stone, which is set
tangentially to the circle and flanked by 42 and 44.
Stone 42 to the N of stone 43, is set tangentially to the circle.
Its long N edge is slightly irregular and vertical, while the lower
two-thirds of the S edge is more or less straight and vertical,
the upper third sloping up to the left.
Stone 44 to the S of stone 43, is set radially to the circle.
Its long S edge is slightly irregular and vertical, while the
lower three quarters of the N edge is more or less straight and
vertical, the upper quarter sloping up to the right at c45°. This
is the only stone of the trio 42, 43 and 44 already allotted a
function. It marks the E end of the short axis of the flattened
circle.
The ‘midsummer window’ formed by stones 51 and 52 gave
a seven day warning for prehistoric midsummer sunrise. The
sun is seen on the horizon. It is not an alignment as such,
but is a precise indicator. At the Callanish circle, marking the
midsummer sunrise position on the E horizon with a circle
stone would have required a megalith considerably shorter
than the other stones of the circle, or raising the observer’s
position.
M Maclean in 1987 claimed that stone 9, which stands
outside the circle on the SW, was part of a midsummer sunrise
alignment. At the time GR Curtis and I misunderstood which
stones were involved and disputed his claims as coincidental.
A recent chance encounter between M Maclean and M Curtis
may have resolved matters. A video taken from ‘the top of
stone 9’ showed the tops of stones 42, 43 and 44 close to the
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horizon. Most of the triangular stone 43 is hidden by the flat
top stone 47, but the tip of stone 43 sticks out and marks where
the sun rose (first flash or full orb?).
5000 years ago the sun would have risen half a degree (a
sun’s width) left/N of its current midsummer rise location.
If indeed a line from stone 9 over stone 47 to stone 42 is a
deliberate solar alignment, it makes stone 9 a triple backsight,
complementing stone 8 at the N end of the avenue with two
lunar extremes and the midwinter sun reflash.
The ground levels at stones 9 and 42 are similar. Stone 9,
c2.75m tall, stands 3.5m outside the circle to the SW. It is not
a slab but has three different faces/aspects. The N face has
narrow vertical grey and black bands. The E face has irregular
grey and black bands on the lowest 1m, but narrow vertical
bands above. The SW face is convex and weathered, an
original stone surface.
Standing with one’s right shoulder at the NW corner of
stone 9, the extreme NE moonrise may be seen through the
circle and above stone 34. From stone 49, the protuberance
on stone 48’s N end, the E face of stone 9 and the W side of
stone 27, a very narrow slit defines the S extreme moonrise
on Sleeping Beauty two weeks away. From the top of the
convex S and SW face of stone 9, over stone 47 and 42 seem
to mark midsummer sunrise. The irregular top of stone 9 was
examined for breaks or damage.
Stone 47 stands at the S of the circle with its grain set radially
to the circle rather than tangentially. It is at the S end of the
long axis of the flattened circle, which continues down the
avenue, past a group of 13 kerbed and unkerbed stone settings
(DES 2011, 191–3) to the multiphase cairn XXlV (DES 1996,
112–3; 1997, 86; 1999, 94; 2011, 191–4). Standing with one’s
right shoulder to the W side of stone 47, or with one’s back to
the N side of it, one can see over the constructional centre of
the circle all down the route to cairn XXlV about 1.8km away.
A full examination of stone 9 and the NE view from the top
raised some queries. It is not possible to see over the top of
stone 47 and keep the tops of stones 42, 43 and 44 more or
less at horizon level. A higher view drops the three stones
below the horizon. If triangular stone 43 has lost its very top
and used to be taller, these problems would be resolved. No
records show it as taller than now.
How did people use this putative midsummer alignment?
Did they simply climb stone 9, or use ladders? If there was a
platform on top of stone 9, the person standing on it would
be lit up by sunlight shortly before the sun rose above the
horizon. Might this be the origin of the legend of ‘The Shining
One’ at midsummer at Callanish? Alternatively a person on
stone 47 could be lit in the same way and move NNE along
the avenue.
The top of stone 9 has only one smooth and weathered edge
running roughly NS, and a number of angular edges and facets
on the E side which indicate that chunks have been broken off.
Standing stones in the vicinity of stone 9 all show damage. We
assume damage to stone 9 as having taken place in the early 19th
century, and that it once stood taller. The rising midsummer
sun would have shone over stones 42 and 47 and first lit the top
of stone 9. A person on top of stone 9 would see the first flash
of the midsummer sun slightly before people at ground level.
Callanish Stones (midsummer sunrise window)
Fieldwork
GR Curtis and MR Curtis
NB 21297 33024 Two stones, numbers 51 and 52, in the NW of
the circle at Callanish l are set close to each other. Stone 51 has
an overhang on its inner face and has lost its top since Worsaae
drew it in 1846, when it appears to have been the tallest stone
of the circle.
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Stone 52, the adjacent stone to its E, has a ‘shelf’ on its
outer face, 2m above the ground. From SW of the circle, the
overhang and the ‘shelf’ can be seen to form a rectangular
‘window’ framing a short section of the NE horizon. There
is no stone marking the viewing spot. Presumably any such
marker has been removed when this area was used for growing
crops. At midsummer and midwinter, the rising and setting
points of the sun on the horizon vary very little over some
two weeks near the solstices. To identify the midsummer’s
or midwinter’s day exactly, a precise indication is required –
preferably at sunrise – using the first gleam of the sun rather
than the tangential full orb of the sun.
When prehistoric people used sunsets for identifying the
exact date of solstice, they sometimes used locations from
which the midwinter or midsummer sun was first seen to
set, then briefly re-appear (re-flash) on one day only. Such
accurate indicators would last for only a few centuries.
The paths of the sun and moon have gradually changed since
prehistoric times, making it impossible for us to see the same
views as prehistoric people saw at midsummer and midwinter
5000 years ago. The midsummer sun’s path is approximately
a sun’s diameter further from N, while the midwinter sun’s
path is approximately a sun’s diameter further from S. Only at
the equinoxes are our views the same as prehistoric peoples.
When an indication is unequivocal and precise, it has been
used to date the standing stone monument.

The midsummer ‘window’ at the Callanish stones (Copyright
Margaret Curtis)
A theodolite survey of the ‘midsummer sunrise window’
showed that in prehistoric times, as sunrise positions moved
left/northwards and closer to the midsummer rise position,
the sun would have first appeared in the ‘window’ formed
by stones 51 and 52 seven days before actual midsummer
solstice, enabling people to assemble and hold cerenmonies or
rituals on the ‘right’ day. Prehistoric people must have selected
the two stones and erected them carefully to achieve such
accuracy. It is not possible to use the ‘window’ in reverse for
midwinter sunset due to the topography around Callanish l.
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Be on site by 4.15am BST to observe the sun in the
‘midsummer window’. You will not see the actual sunrise from
this location as it is behind stones 50 and 51. As the sun climbs
into the sky, its light falls on stone 50 creating a ‘sun dagger’
patch of light.
Callanish Sun Dagger
Ian McHardy and Margaret Curtis
Fieldwork
NB 21295 32950 and NB 21300 33017 A natural phenomenon
has been observed close to the Callanish I monument which
could be significant for the interpretation of the monument
as a whole. Approximately 20m to the S of the monument lies
Cnoc an Tursa, a hillock with distinctive rounded outcrops
of bedrock – a Roche Moutonee. One large rounded block
sits atop two others on the N side of the Cnoc, nearest the
monument. Stones flanking this group create a group of five
stones. The aperture between the first three forms a small,
much discussed cave. When GM Coles and T Rees excavated
trenches immediately N of the cave in 1993–4, they discovered
many interesting features including rows of posts, pits and
ditches containing pottery and flint. A continuity error in the
1994 DES report creates uncertainty about the position of pits
and a ‘wing wall’, which could be on the W, E, or possibly both.
It also doesn’t tell us whether the stones left in the cave were
replaced exactly or just randomly backfilled. Nevertheless,
this area has clearly been the focus of special attention at some
point in the life of the monument.
Many monuments start life as natural places perceived to be
special in some way and it is possible that this cave was such a
place. It might also be worth noting the similarity between the
cave and its flanking rocks with the entrance and forecourt of
a chambered tomb.
Around midday on a bright sunny day in February, 2013, a
defined beam or shaft of light was noticed by Ian Mchardy to
be emanating from the back of the cave, around 50 to 150mm
wide and stretching 2 or 3m out to the N onto the grass
‘forecourt’. The ‘forecourt’ area around the shaft was in deep
shade, intensifying its effectiveness. The potential significance
of this beam was realised and the discovery discussed with
Margaret Curtis, who has documented it on bright days
throughout 2013.
Investigation revealed that the bright sun was shining
through a small slit between the rocks, which was further
restricted by small trapped chock stones. The shaft moved W
to E as the sun moved E to W, not unlike the hand of a clock.
It was clear that this could only happen for a limited duration
because of the sides of the cave – at around midday, from
around 10.50 until 12.30 according to Margaret’s observations
to date. Closest to midday the beam shines down directly into
the cave, onto a step or seat like stone, as well as out onto
the forecourt. Subsequent recording of the beam by Margaret
has proved that the length of the beam and the surrounding
shadow vary from summer to winter. In summer, the high sun
casts a small shadow and beam, and in winter both beam and
shadow are long.
Therefore these stones and the forecourt create a natural
sundial, which with the addition of simple markers or posts in
the ground at the various beam lengths on a N–S axis could tell
not only the midday but the time or even month of the year.
Could this have possible in the Neolithic or before? The
sun has changed only very slightly in declination since the
Neolithic, about the width of their discs over the period since
2000 BC and so slightly more than this since 2900 BC or before.
The difference would mean that the sun and moon were
slightly further S in rising and setting, hence only potentially
negating the sun dials operation in midwinter, if the sun was

so low that the Cnoc an Tursa cast a shadow over the group of
five. This seems unlikely given the topography and magnitude
of change.
Is this what the lines of pits or postholes found by Coles and
Rees were? Access to a plan of their excavation may allow us to
test this hypothesis, by comparing the excavated features with
observation and recording of the actual sun beam through
the year. An eight fold yearly division would require five
post markers on a N–S line. Twelve months would be easily
represented by seven posts, but 12 lunar months would fall just
short of the solar year. A division of the year into 13 months
would be rather difficult, because 8 posts would represent 14
months.
There is also a possibility that on the southern extreme
of the moon, a bright full moon’s light could create a ‘moon
beam’ allowing the setting to work as a ‘moondial’. Could this
have led the builders of Callanish to understand the long, 18.6
year cycle of the moon, as has often been argued to be the
case, but yet to be widely accepted? It is hard not to suggest
that understanding this natural sun dial would pre-suppose a
certain amount of knowledge and lead to a lot more knowledge
of the cycles of the heavens. This knowledge would have been
extremely useful to a farming population.

The shaft of light emanating from the cave (Copyright Margaret
Curtis)
Ceann Reamhar
Fieldwork
MR Curtis
NB 2147 3645 The rocky heathery hill Ceann Reamhar lies of
N of Cnoc Leathann, separated from it by a deep valley. An
E–W track of stone slabs runs along the foot of the hill. Reports
of a well and the mill remain to be checked. This hill forms
part of the N horizon when seen from Callanish l. The due N
line passes close to the E of a stone cairn which is a modern
shepherds’ cairn. Nothing of prehistoric archaeological interest
was located on this hill.
Cnoc Leathann (possible megalithic site)
Fieldwork
MR Curtis
NB 2153 3623 There is a concave top c20–30m across to the
rocky and heathery hill Cnoc Leathann, which is 3.25km due
N of Callanish l. Water drains out to the N via a stream (cut
channel). Some small boulders and smooth stone slabs lie
within the concave hilltop. None have chippings by them as
on the hill to the W (DES 2012, 189). At the W of the concave
hilltop is group of large rocks outside the rim. Two groups
inside the basin may be of particular interest, as well as a
single angular stone.
There is N–S rickle of rocks in the S of the concavity, lying
some way from the rim. One slab 1.45 x 1.75m and 0.20–0.35m
thick lies on small stones 0.12–0.30m above the ground.
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If this slab was used as a megalith, or was intended for use
as a megalith, its location is of interest. The Sleeping Beauty
hills are just visible on the near horizon to the SE. The Clisham
range of hills including Glen Langadale is also just visible over
the near horizon to the SW. From the location of this slab, the
S extreme moon would have been seen to rise from Sleeping
Beauty, then roll along the near horizon (the rim) then
disappear into the Clisham range, and possibly re-appear in
Glen Langadale. This lunar event was marked at many sites in
the Callanish vicinity. Perhaps this group of rocks (the rickle)
is only a result of glaciations. Alternatively, the slab may have
been brought in by prehistoric people to this significant lunar
viewing location.
On the outside of the W rim of the concave hilltop are some
large boulders up to 1.5m in size. Nearby, close to bare rock
and on thin peat just inside the rim is a group of slabs, one
of which is broken in two. The Clisham range and most of
Glen Langadale are visible to the SW. One slab c2.0 x 1.3m
protrudes at an angle from the ground. Its lower end is in peat
and heather, with its upper end (1.6–1.8m long) 0.55m above
the ground. It is up to 0.25m thick. A nearby slab 2.25 x 0.40m
by 0.5 x 0.3m and 0.37m thick, has an irregular side. Close by
is an irregularly shaped stone almost 1m long which appears
to be part of the larger stone. It has a void under one end. It is
0.20–0.46m thick.
At the N end of the concave hilltop, close to the rim and just
E of where water drains out, is a distinctive angular stone. It is
of a different appearance from other pale smooth rocks in the
vicinity, being angular and darker in colour. It is visible from
anywhere in the hilltop basin. The level top measures 1.49m
x 0.65m and protrudes 0.22–1.0m from the peat. It has a void
under the W end of 0.5m.
A survey of the area, including a horizon survey by theodolite
from the three putative stone locations is planned.
Gearrannan
Survey
Mary MacLeod Rivett – Lews Castle College, UHI and Garenin
Grazings Committee
NB 195 445 Building on the earlier survey of Gearrannan croft
lands and inner grazing by Chris Burgess (1994–2003) a small
team of archaeology students and local volunteers carried
out a survey in the inner grazings of the W coast township
of Gearrannan. Fragments of pre-crofting and prehistoric
agricultural landscapes, with associated settlements, cairns,
and other sites were located. Peat extraction areas, quartz
veins and water sources were also noted, in order to build up
an overall picture of the subsistence base of the township in
the past. Documentary searches indicate that the township
first existed as a separate administrative entity in the late 18th
century, but local oral tradition indicates that the community
was occupied permanently from the late 17th century, probably
as part of the large tack of Upper Carloway first recorded in the
Forfeited Estates Rental of 1718.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Strathmartine Trust

Pabaigh Mòr
Excavation
MJ Church and PA Rowley-Conwy – University of Durham
NB 1041 3727 In September 2013, bulk samples were taken
from a shell midden eroding from the base of the machair at
Briomanish, on the S coastline of the island of Pabaigh Mòr.
The midden was revealed by coastal erosion, and the eroding
section measured c4 m in length and > 0.3m deep. The midden
was very similar in character to the other Late Mesolithic shell
middens discovered across the bay at Tràigh na Beirigh (DES
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2011, 194-5; 2012, 190), with an old ground surface and shell
midden deposits immediately overlying glacial till, which were
in turn overlain by machair.
The section was drawn and photographed, before
bulk samples were taken for laboratory analysis. Initial
processing of the samples has indicated the deposits contain
struck quartz and flint, burnt and unburnt fish and mammal
bones, shellfish, crustacean, charred hazel nutshells and
charcoal. Radiocarbon dates will be obtained following
the submission of suitable dating material to establish the
chronology of the site.

Archive: To be decided
Funders: National Science Foundation of America, Historic Scotland
and University of Durham

Stone Slab and Crystal
Fieldwork
GR Curtis and MR Curtis
NB 2154 3601 The smaller slab at NB 2154 3601 (DES 2012,
189) was examined in more detail. It lies at the edge of a slope
above steeper ground and has slipped or been pushed partly
over the edge. It is 2.4 x 1.6m and mostly 0.55m thick. Its
tapering W end (in the air) is c0.1m thick. It is supported by/
lies on grit and c20 small stones. One of the three stones at the
NW end is distinctive with quartz crystals, the largest of which
appears to support the weight of the stone slab. From the slab
is an extensive view over Loch Roag and several Callanish sites
to the Sleeping Beauty and the Clisham range of hills. Visible
on the skyline from Callanish XXV (DES 2003, 135) at 324°
35 minutes of azimuth, it may have been erect and acted as
a marker for moonset A new house under construction now
blocks the view for a theodolite survey. One stone at Callanish
X has quartz crystals on one face.
Tràigh na Beirigh 2
Excavation
RR Bishop, MJ Church, C Clegg, L Johnson, S Piper, PA RowleyConwy, and L Snape-Kennedy – University of Durham
NB 1003 3633 In September 2013, over 380 litres of bulk samples
were taken from a Late Mesolithic shell midden eroding from
the machair immediately W of Tràigh na Beirigh. The site was
identified in 2012 (DES 2012, 190) and radiocarbon dating
of charred hazel nutshells from the main body of the shell
midden date the accumulation to c6500–6100 cal BP.
It was evident that the archaeological deposits span
a significant stretch of this part of the Cnip headland,
potentially over 10m in section and over 0.4m in depth. In
2013, a 6m section was cleaned to expose the deposits along
the eroding edge, revealing an old ground surface overlain
by a series of shell-rich midden deposits. The midden was
covered by a layer of stones that appeared to have been
deliberately laid, before being covered by a substantial
machair sequence. The upper shell-midden deposits were
heavily concreted by post-depositional carbonate deposits,
as a result of groundwater outflow under the machair. The
midden and old ground surface were eroded in some places
along the excavated section edge but the midden appears to
continue for at least 0.4m into the section and underneath
the overlying machair. It is suggested that the site represents
part of a Late Mesolithic landscape on the eastern slopes of
the Cnip headland, containing both this site, the adjacent
shell midden (TNB1 – DES 2012, 190) and the anthropogenic
remains at TNB9 (see entry below).
The section was drawn, photographed and geo-referenced
using GPS, before bulk samples were taken for laboratory
analysis. Initial processing of the samples has indicated the
deposits contain struck quartz and flint, burnt and unburnt
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Excavation in progress at Tràigh na Beirigh 2
fish and mammal bones, shellfish, crustacean, charred hazel
nutshells and charcoal.

Archive: To be decided
Funders: National Science Foundation of America, Historic Scotland
and University of Durham

Tràigh na Beirigh 9
Excavation
L Snape-Kennedy, MJ Church, RR Bishop, C Clegg, L Johnson,
S Piper, and PA Rowley-Conwy – University of Durham
NB 1006 3640 A small-scale excavation of a coastal erosion
section containing archaeological remains, was undertaken
at Tràigh na Beirigh 9 in September 2013. This site was
discovered following an erosion survey around the headland,
to trace the full extent of the old ground surface and associated
Late Mesolithic shell midden identified at Tràigh na Beirigh 2
(DES 2012, 190).
A 1.1m long section was cleaned to expose the sequence and
was stepped back into the headland by c0.3m. All sediment
excavated was bulk sampled for 100% recovery of ecofacts,
artefacts and any remaining human bone fragments. The
section and deposits were recorded, photographed and georeferenced using GPS.
The basic stratigraphic sequence consisted of glacial till
overlain by an old ground surface, midden material and a
thick unit of machair sand. On excavation of these deposits,
human remains of a single individual and over 40 struck
quartz artefacts were recovered from the old ground surface.
The human remains were found overlying a shell-rich midden
which had been truncated by a V-shaped cut of a pit. The pit
was filled by dark brown sand silt soil and a basal layer of
cobbled-sized stones, which had been intentionally placed in
order to form a surface. These deposits yielded anthropogenic
material, such as shell, burnt bone, ash and numerous struck

quartz artefacts. The trench section was reinforced with
wooden pallets and then reinstated with stones, sand and turf.
Radiocarbon dates will be obtained from remains extracted
from environmental samples. This will provide a chronological
framework for the site and determine its relationship to others
discovered around the headland. A full osteological assessment
of the human remains will also be undertaken.
Archive: To be decided
Funder: National Science Foundation of America, Historic Scotland
and University of Durham
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HISTORIC SCOTLAND’S DESIGNATION TEAMS – PROTECTING ANCIENT
MONUMENTS, HISTORIC WRECKS, HISTORIC BATTLEFIELDS, HISTORIC
BUILDINGS AND GARDENS AND DESIGNED LANDSCAPES
An update from the Scheduling, Marine and
Battlefields Team
Historic Scotland’s Scheduling, Marine and Battlefields Team
is responsible for protecting monuments under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 on behalf
of Scottish Ministers. This involves compiling a Schedule (a
list) of nationally important monuments. The team is also
responsible for the selection and designation of Historic
Marine Protected Areas (Historic MPAs) under the Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010. The responsibility for the selection and
designation of nationally important historic fields of conflict,
through the Inventory of Historic Battlefields, has also come
into the team.
Work over the past year has focused on improving the quality
of the Schedule. Two area programmes were undertaken, in
Argyll and in Angus, in addition to a number of one-off high
priority cases requiring review.

Area based-work

In May 2013 the scheduling team undertook a programme
of work in Orkney. The rich archaeological heritage of these
islands has been recognised from an early date and many of
Orkney’s monuments were first scheduled in the 1930s and
1950s. As a result, much of the legal documentation does not
meet modern standards. Before fieldwork, the team assessed
the existing Schedule of 353 monuments and identified
150 requiring amendment to ensure adequate protection.
In addition, c60 sites were assessed for scheduling for the
first time. These included a probable Pictish square-barrow
cemetery on Hoy and a complex of Bronze Age and Iron Age
settlements and burials at the Knowe of Skea on Westray.
The team also assessed the 20th-century military heritage
of the islands, particularly around Scapa Flow. This work
combined scheduling, listing and consideration of an Historic
Marine Protected Area to ensure that the most important sites
on land and underwater benefit from appropriate protection.
Among the highlights were the substantial underground fuel
storage tanks at Lyness on Hoy, a subterranean complex
around 1km in length, designed to hold 100,000 tons of
furnace fuel oil for the Royal Navy; and an extensive WW1/
WW2 coastal artillery complex at Hoxa Head, which has chalk
and pencil graffiti writing on the walls dating back to the early
life of the battery.

North Water Bridge, Angus: A listed and scheduled structure assessed during
fieldwork in October 2013 (Crown Copyright Historic Scotland)
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In October the team visited c100 monuments in Angus. These
ranged from prehistoric settlements now visible only as
cropmarks, to Pictish carved stones and late medieval tower
houses. One of the main aims of the project was to ensure
that the numerous scheduled cropmark sites in Angus are
appropriately protected, as improvements in geographical
information systems and aerial mapping programmes mean
we can now pin-point and interpret cropmark sites much
more accurately than previously. The team is now amending
the records for 59 sites in Angus.
Our fieldwork programme in 2014 will include the Cowal
peninsula and Glasgow in the spring and the Scottish Borders
in the autumn. Smaller projects will be undertaken in the
north of Scotland and the City of Edinburgh.

Schedule Enhancement Programme

In addition to the area projects further cases were completed
as part of the Schedule Enhancement Programme. One
example is the very impressive remains of a Bronze Age round
cairn at Bucharn, near Banchory in Aberdeenshire, which was
proposed for scheduling by a member of the public.

Bucharn round cairn, Aberdeenshire (Crown Copyright Historic Scotland)

In Colonsay and Oronsay, we have been working with the
RSPB to improve the schedulings of sites on land they manage,
which includes extensive shell middens, some of the earliest
traces of human activity.
The team visited and assessed the ‘Right Sector’ anti-invasion
defences between Lossiemouth and Kingston – one of the best
preserved anti-invasion defences in Scotland, with a network
of pillboxes, anti-tank obstacles and gun emplacements,
built to slow the advance of any German invasion. These are
expected to be scheduled in 2014.
This year also saw the scheduling of the Monkland Canal. The
canal was built to connect the coal-mining areas of Monkland,
in North Lanarkshire, to Glasgow and ran for 19.6km.
Although some stretches are now culverted, other sections
remain water-filled, and the canal retains embankments and
original features along much of its length.
Another focus of this year’s work has been the continuing
review of dual designations (sites which are both listed and
scheduled). Over the next few years c780 dual-designated
sites will be assessed to determine the appropriate designation
in each case. We are now de-listing or de-scheduling sites
accordingly, to ensure that the site is appropriately protected
and can be managed effectively.

HISTORIC SCOTL AND
An update from the Listing and Designed
Landscapes Team

Searchlight emplacement and anti-tank blocks along the shoreline at Innes
Links near Lossiemouth, Moray (Crown Copyright Historic Scotland)

Historic Marine Protected Areas (Historic MPAs)

Scotland’s first Historic MPA was designated on 18 March
2013 to protect the wreck of a 17th- or early 18th-century
merchant vessel discovered by scallop divers close to the
harbour of Drumbeg, Sutherland. A further six Historic
MPAs were designated on 1 November 2013 to supersede
protection for shipwrecks under Section 1 of the Protection of
Wrecks Act 1973 (the legislation was repealed in Scotland on
1 November 2013).
In 2013 ORCA were commissioned to undertake further
work in Scapa Flow (where the remains of the German High
Seas Fleet are presently protected as scheduled monuments),
prior to the possible designation of an Historic MPA. They
have been researching and surveying previously unrecorded
sites, including the Churchill Barrier block-ships, the wrecks
of the Roedean, Prudentia and Rose Valley, the site known
as the Clestrain Hurdles, and salvage sites in and around
Gutter Sound.

Battlefields

In 2013 the Centre for Battlefield Archaeology was
commissioned to undertake research on two battlefields,
Falkirk I and Sark. The Battle of Sark (1448), Dumfries and
Galloway, appears to meet the criteria for inclusion in the
Inventory. Public consultation was undertaken in January
and February 2014. In addition, The Treasure Trove Panel and
local authority colleagues have indicated a number of new
discoveries on existing Inventory sites, which may relate to
the battles in question. Where relevant, this new evidence
will be added to the Inventory records.

The Listing and Designed Landscapes Team continues to
address a wide variety of building and designed landscape
types and cases, and is forging ahead with new and exciting
thematic projects.
We are always looking for ways to make our information
more accessible. In 2013 we upgraded the search facility and
updated our web pages. In 2014 we will revise and reprint our
publication, Scotland’s Listed Buildings.
Having completed a very useful consultation exercise with
key stakeholders, we are also looking forward to the launch
of our new ‘listed building record’. This is essentially a radical
overhaul of the list description. We are taking forward the
stakeholders’ comments in developing a final version. The
new record will have a more eye-catching design and will have
the facility to include photographs and a general location map.

Listing programme

As part of our ongoing listing programme, the team has been
busy working with stakeholders to review their buildings.
Included in these structures was the review of c70 sites which
were both designated as scheduled monuments and listed
buildings in Angus and the Orkney Council area. Historic
Scotland is committed to removing the overlap where possible
between listing and scheduling.
In other news, we have completed of our nationwide review
of public sporting buildings and the publication of a celebratory
book about Scotland’s sporting heritage is underway. This will
be ready for launch in time for the Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow in 2014.
Following the completion of our review of railway signal
boxes, we will soon launch a free booklet on the subject.
Having worked in partnership with Network Rail, our
nationwide survey of this distinctive building type has been
fascinating and the forthcoming booklet will be the first in our
new ‘buildings’ series. The review looked at over 100 sites,
which resulted in 7 individual signal boxes being added to the
list of buildings of special architectural or historical interest,
with an additional 9 signal boxes added to the statutory listing
address of an already listed station. Including these, there are
now 42 listed signal boxes in Scotland.

Education and outreach

Outreach forms a key part of our fieldwork projects. It is
an opportunity for us to meet with owners, occupiers and
managers of scheduled monuments and discuss the sites,
raise awareness of their significance and offer information
and advice on their care and maintenance. We held two very
well-attended community talks in Kirkwall in May 2013:
one about the work of our team in general and in Orkney in
particular; and the second focused on the 20th-century military
heritage of Orkney and our work to assess and designate these
remains. We also regularly attend conferences and events to
raise awareness of our designations work.
All our publications are available to download from our
website. Hard copies can also be provided free on request.
In 2014 we will be launching ‘Scotland’s First World War’,
a compelling new retail publication which tells the story of
the war in Scotland through its built heritage, exploring the
people and places involved.

Clachnaharry Signal Box and rail bridge over the Caledonian Canal (Crown
Copyright Historic Scotland)

In 2013 we began a major project with Scottish Canals to review
their estate across Scotland. The results will help shape Scottish
Canals’ heritage strategy and ensure that the best of their canal
heritage is recognised through designation. Existing listed
structures have been reviewed and possible new additions
to the list have been assessed. The review will be completed
shortly and we are working with Scottish Canals to develop and
produce a book celebrating Scotland’s canal heritage.
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Finally, we launched two exciting new retail publications
in 2013: Building Knowledge – An Architectural History of
the University of Glasgow. A unique collaboration between
Historic Scotland and the University of Glasgow has resulted
in a lavishly illustrated new book about the university’s
architectural history. For over 560 years the university has
acted as a remarkable patron of architecture. Employing the
finest architects, engineers and craftsmen of the day to realise
its ambitions, this book unearths the extraordinary record of
these partnerships. Much of the material in this fascinating
book has never been published before. Appealing to a wide
audience this is a prestigious publication which celebrates
some of Glasgow’s most recognisable buildings. Copies are
available on Amazon.
Pubs of Edinburgh and Glasgow A handy book of
20 postcards celebrating some of the best heritage pubs to be
found in our two biggest cities. From grand and extravagant
to the understated and simple, this publication showcases
some of the most iconic pubs in the country, all of which are
still enjoyed by patrons today. This is the first in our series of
postcard packs. It is also available for sale through Amazon.

Gardens and designed landscapes

We continue to improve and update the Inventory of Gardens
and Designed Landscapes, focusing on external requests to
assess or review sites. In 2013, we added Cowden Japanesestyle Garden in Clackmannanshire to the inventory. This
privately owned garden was designed and maintained by
Japanese practitioners in the early 20th century for the explorer
Isabella (Ella) Robertson Christie (1861–1949). Celebrated in
its heyday as an especially authentic and successful example of
a Japanese-style garden, it remains known as such in modern
scholarship and is counted among the very few surviving sites
of this kind and era in the UK.

In 2013, Historic Scotland also approved two applications
for grants to inventory sites under the Landscape Management
Plan Scheme. Awards were made to Galloway House Gardens
Trust on behalf of Galloway House, and to South Lanarkshire
Council on behalf of Chatelherault.

Dictionary of Scottish Architects

The Dictionary of Scottish Architects continues to develop
with new and updated information added to improve the
information on the architects who practised between 1840–
1940, while the post-war period is being developed, with many
biographies to be added or enhanced.
As coverage of both periods continues to develop, themes
begin to emerge, one being the extent to which the Scots
architects ventured overseas. In the later 20th century many
architects widened their experience by taking posts for
some years in the Public Works Departments, principally in
what were then Commonwealth countries in Africa but also
in the West Indies and further afield, before returning home
to practise.
In tracing the movements of Scots architects; the
Dictionary has been fortunate to co-operate with colleagues
who manage the related online dictionaries in Canada
(www.dictionaryofarchitectsincanada.org) and South Africa
(www.artefacts.co.za). By sharing information, we have been
able to complete the biographies of a number of individuals.
The Edinburgh born and trained architect Andrew Dewar
(1846–after 1932) is an excellent example. Dewar spent 11 years
in Canada from 1869. He worked successfully in partnership
with another Scots émigré in Halifax but this was dissolved in
1877 and, after another short-lived partnership and a period
working on his own, he returned to Scotland before 1881.
He formed a partnership with younger brother, Alexander
Cumming Dewar, and, together, they ran a busy practice in
Leven, Fife. Andrew apparently ‘retired’ from the practice in
1903 and emigrated to South Africa. Mysteriously, he changed
his name to William Redcote Dewar after he emigrated. He
practised successfully as an architect in Johannesburg and
Port Elizabeth for the rest of his career. For more details about
Andrew Dewar, see his biographical record at http://www.
scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=200599
For more information about scheduling, or to find out what is
already scheduled, see www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/
heritage/searchmonuments
To access the online Schedule, including GIS maps and
.pdf versions of the legal scheduling documents, visit
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk
For more information about Historic Marine Protected Areas, see
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/wrecksites
For more information about the Inventory of Historic
Battlefields, see http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/
heritage/battlefields.htm

Cowden Japanese-Style garden in Clackmannanshire, one of the latest additions
to the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes (Crown Copyright Historic
Scotland)

We also completed site reviews of St Andrews Links in Fife
and Brodick Castle on the Island of Arran, resulting in the
publication of fully revised Inventory records.
During 2013 the team launched an online survey in order
to gather feedback on how the inventory is used and to help
us prioritise future work on its format and content. Analysis
continues and a summary of results will be published online
in 2014.
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For more information about listed buildings, or to obtain
copies of publications, see www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/
index/heritage/historicandlistedbuildings
For more information about the Inventory of Gardens and
Designed Landscapes, see http://www.historic-scotland.gov.
uk/index/heritage/gardens.htm
For more information about the Dictionary of Scottish
Architects, see http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk
Or contact: Hs.Heritagemanagement@scotland.gsi.gov.uk /
0131 668 8766

RCAHMS

ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE ANCIENT AND HISTORICAL MONUMENTS
OF SCOTLAND

Introduction

The format of this report continues that of previous years,
with summary accounts of RCAHMS field and aerial survey
programmes, plus details of educational and outreach
activities and a brief overview of accessions to the collection.
Fuller details of RCAHMS activities and the annual list of
accessions can be found on the RCAHMS website (www.
rcahms.gov.uk), which also provides access to Canmore, the
RCAHMS database.

SURVEY AND RECORDING
Summary

RCAHMS fieldwork in 2013 focused on the final trip of three
to the Uists, a programme of community engagement in the
Cairngorms National Park and elsewhere, a series of special
surveys, and the aerial survey programme.

plantations for regions interpreted between 1998 and 2001,
when the methodology then used precluded the recording of
relict landscapes.

RCAHMS community engagement

The Commission’s programme of community engagement
went from strength to strength in 2013, starting with the
research of the former museum buildings in Kingussie for the
Am Fasgadh Regeneration Company (Kingussie). Fieldwork
with local volunteers started early in the year on the Dunachton
and Kincraig estate and this marked the beginning of Year
Three of the Cairngorms Communities Heritage Partnership.
Work, which also saw staff give lectures, lead guided walks
and contribute to workshops, continued throughout the
summer and autumn, and in September a week in Badenoch
concentrated on tying up some loose ends from earlier
fieldwork on Alvie estate.

Aerial survey

Aerial reconnaissance during 2013 benefited from an excellent
summer that produced extensive cropmarking along the
eastern seaboard, with especially good results in Angus, along
the Moray Plain and in parts of Easter Ross. These results
included previously unrecorded sites, but the extensive
cropmarking also provided a rare opportunity to further
record known monuments that have not been seen for many
years. The ongoing maritime/marine survey along the west
coast focused on the Gairloch to Lochinver area, with a pattern
of good returns of features such as fish traps.

Canmore mapping

This year has seen the addition of mapping that covers the
entire Forestry Commission Scotland estate. This was created
in partnership with FCS and will enhance the management
of heritage on the estate. Also added this year was mapping
covering all known WW1 defence and military installations,
created as part of an upgrade project in partnership with
Historic Scotland. Other mapping updates include the results
of recent RCAHMS surveys on North and South Uist, as well as
results from the aerial survey programme.

Carved Stone Programme

During 2013, RCAHMS continued its ongoing programme of
recording Scotland’s early medieval sculpture by completing
the record for the former counties of Inverness and Nairn.

Historic Land-use Assessment

The Historic Land-use Assessment project (HLA), jointly
funded by Historic Scotland and RCAHMS, was created to
produce a dataset for the whole country by 2015. During the
course of 2013 data for Perthshire, Angus and Northern Argyll
was completed and data gathering for Mull, Iona, Coll and
Tiree is proceeding with the remainder of the West Highlands
scheduled for 2014. An upgraded HLA map website has been
developed with additional guidance and support for users and
will be ready for launch in 2014. A partnership with Forestry
Commission Scotland led to the upgrading of data in forestry

Plan and cross-section of the cruck-framed byre at Croftroy on the west side of
Newtonmore (SC1401173 Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

In addition to the prospective walking that was undertaken,
detailed surveys were carried out of the Lynchat souterrain
(last planned c1835) and a cruck-framed byre at Croftroy,
Newtonmore. The opportunity to plan the Delfour ring cairn,
one of the more important prehistoric monuments in the
Badenoch area, was also taken. The Cairngorms project has
also drawn attention to several cruck-framed buildings in
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Tibbers Castle, Nithsdale – Plan showing the strategic location of the earthworks at the junction of two water courses, with the stone castle at the NNE end of a natural
ridge and the large baileys stretching off to the SSW (SC1401176 Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

Badenoch and Strathspey and, following on from this, Skills
for the Future Trainee Alison Clark worked with staff to pull
together all RCAHMS’ drawings and photographs of such
buildings; these are now highlighted in an online showcase
(see http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/collection-highlights/cruckframed-buildings). These illustrations include some of the
finest drawings from RCAHMS surveyors, going back half a
century and more, and this is the first time they have been
celebrated as a coherent body of work.
The work of the Community Archaeology Team was
not restricted to the Cairngorms in 2013, and what is now
a rolling programme to maintain engagement with and
practical support and training for active community groups
saw activities undertaken in several areas. These included: a
two-day event with members of NoSAS and ARCH discussing
aspects of survey work carried out by NoSAS at sites on the
Black Isle and in Strathconon; a lecture in Dingwall on Scottish
shielings; two workshops for the Hidden Heritage project in
Arrochar; a training day on St Serf’s Island, Loch Leven,
covering photography and GPS survey; a two-day field training
session near Newton Stewart for volunteers from groups in the
SW; and a guided visit to Blackhill fort near Lanark, as part of
Scottish Archaeology Month.
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Scotland’s Community Heritage Conference

Once again, the conference, which was held in the Birnam
Arts and Conference Centre and attended by 140 delegates,
was a huge success. The programme combined a series of
lectures on the varied work of community groups throughout
Scotland and was interspersed with workshops, information
sessions and poster displays. The following day, a good
number of delegates took the opportunity of learning more
about ‘Monumental Roundhouses of Perthshire’ by joining
David Strachan, manager of the Perth and Kinross Heritage
Trust, on a guided walk to the Queens View ‘ringfort’.

Special surveys

In June, during Perthshire Archaeology Month, a survey was
undertaken of Castle Law fort, Abernethy to share skills in
practical survey techniques for RCAHMS staff and members of
the local community, but also to enhance the existing record
of the fort. The fort, which was ‘excavated’ in the late 1890s, is
generally as depicted in the published report but resurvey has
demonstrated certain inconsistencies in the original recording
of the site. One of these has shown that whilst the internal
length of the fort (42m) is as previously recorded, the breadth
is 18m rather than 15m, something that significantly increases
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the usable area within the timber-laced wall.
A survey of the fort on Denoon Law, Glamis, was carried
out in the summer in order to provide a modern plan to
accompany a revised evaluation and description of the site.
Once proposed as a vitrified fort, the earthworks are, in fact,
almost entirely made up of soil derived from internal quarries,
strongly suggesting that the walls were probably of boxrampart construction with some drystone facing. Two main
periods of construction have been identified in the principal
rampart, which stands over 2m high in places but has been
robbed to ground-level at the south corner. Other than the
quarries, there are no contemporary features visible within
the interior of the fort, but there are the remains of up to seven
structures ranging in size from huts to buildings measuring
from 7 to 24m in length. The depth of chronology evident, the
scale of the larger buildings and the location of them within a
hill-top enclosure suggests that this is no ordinary farmstead
and may instead represent a previously unlocated medieval
estate centre.
A group of hut-circles at Enochdhu, Strathardle, was first
excavated in the early 1970s by Dr Margaret Stewart and
then later by Liz Thoms, at that time with the City of Dundee
Museum Service. A detailed survey was undertaken in August,
in part to clarify and enhance the existing Canmore record of
the site but also to provide an illustration for a paper on the
excavations.
The longest cursus monument (2.48km) so far identified in
Scotland was discovered in April at Broomy Law, Melbourne,
some 7km to the north-east of Biggar, its two terminals
and stretches of its sides surviving as slight earthworks in
unimproved ground. Such is the significance of the discovery
that RCAHMS adopted a range of scales and methodologies
to survey the monument, mapping the visible remains by
GPS, and using aerial photographs, including historic images,
to trace the cropmark ditches of its sides across the central
section, where much of the monument had been levelled by
the plough. In addition, the south-south-east terminal was
examined in detail using a terrestrial laser scanner, and a
measured plan was produced in the field by traditional planetable and alidade.
As part of research into early castles, a survey was undertaken
in the spring of 2013 of Tibbers Castle, which commands an old
ford of the River Nith, SE of Drumlanrig Castle in Nithsdale.
The ‘Mote de Tibris’, a 12th- or 13th-century motte-and-bailey,
appears to have been rebuilt in stone by Sir Richard Siward,
Sheriff of Dumfries, in the 1290s at the onset of the first Scots
Wars of Independence (1296–1328). The castle was provided
with a curtain wall with drum towers at the four corners and
a fifth beside the entrance which enabled the passage to be
protected by a portcullis. A range of buildings which ran along
the west side of the inner courtyard included a chamber, great
hall, services and kitchens; on the east side there was a well
and well-house.
However, it is as an earthwork that Tibbers is most
remarkable. It is simply the largest earthwork castle in
Nithsdale, as evidenced by the two successive baileys that
extend along the ridge on which it sits, comparable in scale
with Lochmaben, in Annandale, or Torthorwald, just outside
Dumfries. Indeed this makes it one of the largest in Scotland
and comparable in extent with places of first importance, like
Roxburgh. It may therefore have been the main strength of the
lordship of Nithsdale outside Dumfries itself, and it is to be
conjectured that the castle was expanding as a market centre
on the basis of the additional bailey.
The third and final part of this project, undertaken in
partnership with the local authority (Comhairle nan Eilean
Sair), saw a team visit Usinish on the remote east coast of

South Uist in the spring. Later prehistoric remains, including
wheelhouses, souterrains and round-houses, were first
recorded here in the 1860s, but evidence of these and other
remains provided by a variety of sources since have produced
a record of varying and inconsistent quality. However, the
RCAHMS team, working in conjunction with Chris Barrowman
(Historic Scotland), was able to clarify issues concerning the
precise location and classification of all the monuments,
which were mapped using GPS and photographed. A detailed
survey was undertaken of a round-house and the shielinghuts, milking pens and folds which overlie it; two previously
unrecorded round-houses were also noted.

The survey at Usinish benefitted greatly from the local knowledge provided by
Dr Chris Barrowman, Historic Scotland Monument Warden (standing). Also
present (seated left) were Alison McCaig (IfA bursary placement), Dr Alex Hale,
Ian Parker (seated right) and George Geddes, not in picture. (DP152167 Crown
Copyright RCAHMS)

Skills for the Future

‘Building Curatorial and Learning Skills for the Heritage Sector’,
is an ongoing major skills development project at RCAHMS.
Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the project forms part of
their national ‘Skills for the Future’ programme, which focuses
on creating paid training opportunities to build skills amongst
people seeking employment in the heritage sector.
The third year of the RCAHMS Skills for the Future project
is now almost complete, with only one year of the project
remaining. Supported by additional funding, our trainee
numbers rose from seven to ten this year, with four trainees
following the Education strand of the programme and six
following the Curatorial strand. The Curatorial programme
is based on developing archival skills including cataloguing,
accessioning, making collections accessible, collections
management and digitisation and is supervised from within the
RCAHMS Collections department. The Education programme
develops skills in social media, exhibitions, and engagement
and the development of a wide range learning materials for
different audiences.
Both groups of trainees are based at RCAHMS, but both
also take part in periods of placement work with partner
organisations. Education trainees undertake a three-month
placement as part of their year-long traineeship, and this year
these took place with our colleagues at Historic Scotland (based
at Edinburgh and Stirling Castles) and with the National Trust
for Scotland (based at Falkland Palace). A fourth placement
was undertaken jointly between HS and NTS, and was based
at Bannockburn. These were all very successful and led to the
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Education trainee Aisha Al-Sadie with one of her trained P7 ‘Garden Guides’ at Falkland Palace, June 2013 (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

development of some very interesting educational activities
which were trialled at the different locations, including the
first-ever open evening for the public at Falkland Palace. We
were very pleased that the trainee responsible for the open
evening, Aisha Al-Sadie, was later successful in obtaining a
full-time Learning Officer post at the Palace.
Following this placement period, the Education trainees
returned to RCAHMS, where they helped to develop and design
exhibition panels with the RCAHMS design team and were
involved in co-ordinating the Community Heritage conference
which was jointly organised by RCAHMS and Archaeology
Scotland in Birnam in November.
The Curatorial trainees had a shorter two week placement
in May based at a variety of local authority archives. This
provided both useful and interesting experiences for the
trainees and also broadened the network of sector-relevant
contacts for themselves and the organisations involved.
Throughout their work programme, the Curatorial trainees
have contributed significantly to the work of the RCAHMS
Collections team. By the year-end, they had undertaken
accessioning, identification and cataloguing of over 900 new
items and updated almost 800 records. They have taken part
in section meetings, undertaken retrievals and worked on the
RCAHMS Search Room desk. Once again, two of the trainees
were encouraged to write articles which were accepted into
architectural magazines.
Between September and November the trainees successfully
undertook online modules in either Archives Management or
Education and Outreach through the University of Dundee.
Their work programme then concluded with integration
projects, which allow Education and Curatorial trainees to work
together to accession, catalogue and make available specific
groups of material. Projects this year included material from
the John Nicolson collection which has been made available
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to schools in the Caithness area as an Education Pack, Student
Drawings in the Collections which resulted in an Esquisse
design competition run through Edinburgh College of Art, and
the cataloguing and online exhibition of cruck-frame buildings
within the Collections.
All trainees have now completed the work programme and
their work has once again made a real contribution to the
curatorial and education work of both RCAHMS and its partner
organisations. More information on all of these projects can be
found on the RCAHMS website at www.rcahms.gov.uk.

CBA and IfA traineeships

RCAHMS involvement with the IfA bursary scheme continued
this year when Alison McCaig joined our Landscape and
Marine department in February 2013 to undertake a year-long
placement specialising in both digital and non-digital recording
methods in archaeological survey and illustration. Since then,
Alison has contributed to a wide variety of survey projects,
gaining experience in plane table survey, GPS survey, laser
scanning and carved stone drawing. Working with RCAHMS
staff on sites across Scotland, the placement has involved
mapping work of Usinish, South Uist, plane table survey of
Tibber’s Castle, Castle Law, Abernethy and Denoon Law
fort, scanning of Cambo doocot and bridge, and continued
community engagement work in the Cairngorms.
In addition to the practical experience Alison has gained
working with RCAHMS staff in the field, she has also had the
opportunity to learn about the post-processing of survey data
and drawings, and to be involved in producing illustrations
and maps for publication and for access on Canmore. The yearlong placement has allowed Alison to develop a considerable
portfolio of survey drawings and illustrations and to gain a
range of sector-relevant experience which should stand her in
good stead in her search for future employment.

RCAHMS

Alison McCaig with RCAHMS Landscape Operational Manager, John Sherriff,
surveying Denoon Law hillfort in Angus (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

Britain from Above

This community heritage initiative was launched on 25 June
2012 as a partnership project between RCAHMS, English
Heritage and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Wales. The project website at www.
britainfromabove.org.uk uses RCAHMS online expertise
and innovation to engage communities with a fascinating
collection of aerial photography drawn from the historic
Aerofilms archive, covering the period 1919–1953. Users can
share and record their memories of the places shown in more
than 90,000 of the oldest and most valuable photographs in
the Aerofilms collection, including nearly 5,000 images of
Scotland. To date, more than 30,000 people have registered for

the site and have made more than 150,000 contributions.
The project is also making the collection widely accessible
by undertaking projects with communities across Scotland,
developing educational resources for schools, launching a
programme of exhibitions and producing a publication telling
the Aerofilms story.
Two community-based projects have begun in Scotland, using
a range of different techniques to engage groups from varying
backgrounds with the material in the Aerofilms archive. The
Govan Reminiscence Group and the Fairfield Heritage Project
have focused on digital storytelling with older participants,
using the Aerofilms imagery as inspiration to create audiovisual presentations illustrating personal stories about life in
Govan, both past and present. In Aberdeenshire, the Britain
from Above project is working with the 1st Stonehaven Cowie
Air Scouts to create a smartphone based trail to interpret the
built heritage of Stonehaven. An additional project is also
in preparation, exploring the history of the Solway Coast in
Dumfries and Galloway.
The Britain from Above Team has also taken the project out
to a number of community and national events to reach a wide
variety of audiences. ‘Spring Online’ and ‘iTea and Biscuits’
workshops have used the project website to coach older
people in basic web browsing skills, and we have promoted the
project at the National Museums’ East Fortune airshow and
the final airshow at RAF Leuchars. The team joined RCAHMS
colleagues to deliver a kite and pole aerial photography
activity to a school in the Cairngorms National Park, and used
the Aerofilms images to encourage community storytelling in
the Scottish Borders with the ‘Tales From the Tweed’ project.
Further community projects and events are planned for the
coming year, with a particular emphasis on using Aerofilms
images to identify and remember locations with connections

Undertaking kite aerial photography with Alvie school in the Cairngorms National Park (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)
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to the First World War.
The Britain from Above project is supported by the National
Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund. The project started
in February 2011 and will run until November 2014.For more
information please contact the Britain from Above Activity
Officer for Scotland, Brian Wilkinson: brian.wilkinson@
rcahms.gov.uk

COLLECTIONS
This year has seen a broad range of archaeological material
accessioned into the RCAHMS National Collection, with
archives from projects ranging from excavation and watching
briefs, to surveys and historic building recording.
Among the principal accessions this year are drawings of
early medieval sculpture by Ian G Scott, archaeological project
archives by AOC Archaeology Ltd, CFA Archaeology Ltd,
FIRAT Archaeological Services, Headland Archaeology Ltd,
Murray Archaeological Services, archive from the excavation
of a Roman camp at Eskbank, by Val Maxfield, and negatives
of 1930s excavations in Shetland by A O Curle.

General view of Glamis Mill, Angus, with its roof intact, 2011 (Copyright Scotia
Archaeology Ltd. RCAHMS DP 161029)

Material is added to the National Collection in both traditional
paper form, and as digital media. RCAHMS continues to play
a lead role in the development of policies and guidelines on
standards of archival creation and preservation, to ensure that
this media continues to be accessible for the future.
Copies of guidelines for the creation of paper and digital
archives are available online, through the Freedom of
Information section of the RCAHMS website www.rcahms.
gov.uk. For further information and advice, please contact
Iain Fraser or Emily Nimmo.
The RCAHMS public search room is open for consultation
from Tuesday to Friday, 9.30 to 17.00. As noted above, as many
of our collections are now stored away from John Sinclair
House, to ensure that material is available, it is advisable to
arrange an appointment prior to visiting the search room.
Address: John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace, Edinburgh
EH8 9NX
Telephone: 0131 662 1456 Fax: 0131 662 1477/1499
E-mail: info@rcahms.gov.uk Website: www.rcahms.gov.uk

Excavations at Ness of Burgi, Shetland, 1935. Cecil Curle Collection (SC 140141
Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

As reported last year, a major project is the redevelopment
and redesign of the Collections area of the database which
will improve access to and increase information about what
we hold for users. The new system has adopted a hierarchical
structure which meets international standards and allows
more flexible interrogation of the data. At present this facility
is only available in-house, but will become available through
Canmore shortly. Together, these developments will mean
that much more information regarding RCAHMS Collections
will appear over the coming months, and that new accessions
will appear much more quickly. The expanded digitisation
programme is giving greater direct access to more images and
information online. This is already allowing access to .pdf
copies of reports and other documents; further formats will
become available in the near future.
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RADIOCARBON DATES ASSOCIATED WITH THE SCOTTISH HISTORY and
ARCHAEOLOGY DEPARTMENT, NATIONAL MUSEUMS SCOTLAND, 2012/13
Alison Sheridan (JAS), Trevor Cowie (TC), Richard Bradley (RJB), Mike Church (MJC), Duncan Garrow (DG),
Jane Flint, Gordon Cook (GC) and Philip Naysmith (PN)
As had been the case in 2011/12, this year saw an eclectic mixture of material being dated for, or with the assistance of, National
Museums Scotland (NMS). This reflects not only the wide range of research undertaken by staff in the Department but also the
breadth of its collaborative research activities with outside bodies.
Regarding dates that had been mentioned as being ‘in the pipeline’ in DES 13, we report here on the two obtained from
skeletons III and IV from Galson, Lewis, undertaken to replace the ‘reject’ dates (OxA-10165–6) that had been affected by the
ultrafiltration system contamination problem at ORAU in the early 2000s (Sheridan and Higham 2006; Bronk Ramsey et al
2009, 323–4, 349). We also mentioned several dates that were to be determined from enamel and dentine from animal teeth
and bone from Northton, as part of GC’s and PN’s research into discrepancies between enamel and dentine dates. Those dates
have been obtained and were featured in a poster presentation, ‘Radiocarbon age offsets between tooth enamel, tooth collagen
and bone collagen’, at the 7th International Symposium 14C and Archaeology, Ghent, 2013. (Abstract available at: http://www.
radiocarbon2013.ugent.be/file/2). These dates will be published and discussed in full during 2014.
Most of the dates obtained this year relate to research projects by TC and JAS; dates were also obtained for material excavated
by Dr Fraser Hunter at Birnie, Moray, but those will be published separately as part of the publication strategy for that site. The
date for Croftmoraig was undertaken as part of collaborative work with RJB, following his successful excavations there in 2012;
a further 11 Croftmoraig dates were obtained by RJB, funded by Historic Scotland and the University of Reading, and all will be
published in due course.
Dates currently in the pipeline include those being undertaken by ORAU as part of DG’s and Dr Fraser Sturt’s Stepping Stones to
the Neolithic project (http://www.neolithicsteppingstones.org/_/Home.html). The artefacts in question from NMS’ collections
are three sherds of Neolithic pottery with encrusted organic residue on their interior, from the crannog-like loch settlement at
Eilean an Tighe (Scott 1951), plus the antler macehead found at the Neolithic settlement at Northton, Harris (Simpson et al 2006,
74, fig. 2.34.15). In addition, organic residues from the interior of three sherds of Hebridean Neolithic pottery, recently found
by a diver (Chris Murray) in lochs on Lewis (at Loch Arnish, Loch Bhorghastail and Loch an Duna) and deriving from Neolithic
crannog-like settlements, are included in the Stepping Stones dating programme. The kind assistance of the late Mark Elliott
(Museum nan Eilean) in securing those samples is acknowledged.
Other dates in the pipeline comprise four samples of animal bone from Shetland, two each from Ness of Gruting House 1 and
from Stanydale House (Sheridan 2013), which are being dated at ORAU through the kind offices of Dr Rick Schulting of Oxford
University; and finally, an intriguing artefact made of horse hair, found during peat-cutting at Kirtomy, Farr, Sutherland in 1952
and sent to the (then-named) National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland (NMAS).
The dates are listed here in roughly chronological order and, unless specified otherwise, all the dates in the final column are cal
BC. The calibrated dates are those supplied by the laboratories, with all but the Galson dates being calibrated using OxCal 4.1.7.
(OxCal 4.2.1 was used for the Galson dates; the results would not significantly differ had the earlier version of OxCal been used.)
While recommended practice for citing calibrated dates is to round them out to the nearest decade, the unrounded versions are
presented here, in order to avoid any possible confusion (since some archaeologists use different ways of rounding). Readers can
undertake their own adjustments using the ‘raw’ data presented here.

Tree-trunk coffin from Dumglow, Cleish, Perth & Kinross (NT09NE 4)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Wood (Quercus) from surviving portions
NMS
of tree-trunk coffin from Dumglow, Cleish,
Kinross-shire (NMS: X.EQ 519)

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

SUERC-49755
(GU32317)

3688±33

-26.5

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
2135–2031
2196–1972

Comment (JAS and TC): Sample taken from the larger of two portions of an oak tree-trunk coffin, originally about 7ft (2.1m) in
length, found during the 1904 excavation of a cairn on Dumglow, in the Cleish Hills, former county of Kinross-shire (Abercromby
1905, 179–181; Mowat 1996, 85, no A17). The sample was taken from the outer surface of the larger of the two surviving fragments
and is assumed to derive from the margin of the original tree-trunk. The species identification was kindly confirmed by Dr Anne
Crone (of AOC Archaeology). This date was determined to complement the recent radiocarbon dating of the Early Bronze Age
tree-trunk coffin from Gristhorpe, North Yorkshire (Melton et al 2013), with which it is contemporary. A catalogue of all treetrunk coffins of definite and suspected Early Bronze Age date from Britain, including the Dumglow example, is included in that
publication (Parker Pearson et al 2013).

Bone from bog burial, Seann Tom, Habost, Ness (Barvas parish), Isle of Lewis (NB55NW 56)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Human bone (right humerus) (Aberdeen
University Museum)

NMS

SUERC-49187
(GU31860)

-20.3

3059±34

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
1392–1297
1416–1217

Comment (TC): This radiocarbon date was obtained as part of wider research into Scottish bog bodies. It came from an individual
whose remains were recovered in May 1988 during peat cutting near Seann Tom, Habost, in the district of Ness on the Isle
of Lewis (Cowie et al 2011, 25, no 14); unfortunately, no archaeological intervention was possible at the time. The heavily
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decalcified skeleton was that of a probable male 15–18 years of age (originally identified by Dr Margaret Bruce and Dr Margaret
Hutchison). Samples of hair and other organic matter found with the skeleton have recently been relocated and further analysis
(and corroborative dating) is planned, but this is currently the earliest dated burial recovered from a peat bog in Scotland. It
acquires further significance in view of the suggestion that the post-cranial elements of the composite adult male found buried at
Cladh Hallan, S Uist, may previously have been buried and partly preserved in peat (Parker Pearson et al 2005, 542).

Croftmoraig: cremated human bone from 2012 excavations by RJB (NN74NE 12)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Fragment of cremated human bone
(in Trench 2), from fill of Piggott and
Simpson’s 1965 excavations

NMS

SUERC-47157
(GU30721)

-24.3

2901±39

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
1188–1013
1258–976

Comment (RJB and JAS): This was one of a suite of 12 radiocarbon dates commissioned to clarify the dating of the various
phases of activity at Croftmoraig (Piggott and Simpson 1971; Bradley and Sheridan 2005; Bradley 2012). The fragment was found
in loose topsoil, among backfill from Piggott and Simpson’s 1965 excavations, between Monolith 16 and the centre of the circle,
but it did not necessarily originate there, since the spoil had been piled up outside the circle. The result confirms RJB and JAS’s
published suspicion (2005) that there had been reuse of the monument for funerary activities during the Late Bronze Age.

Radiocarbon dates for spear shaft fragments from the Peelhill Farm hoard, near Strathaven, South Lanarkshire
(RCAHMS NS63NW 11)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Wooden shaft fragment (Fraxinus
species), charred, from inside leafshaped socketed spearhead, Coles and
Scott 1963 no 14 (Glasgow Museums:
A.1964.41.p.1)
Wooden shaft fragment (Fraxinus
species) from inside leaf-shaped
socketed spearhead, Coles and Scott
1963 no 28 (Glasgow Museums:
A.1964.41.ad.1)

NMS

SUERC-47717
(GU31148)

-26.7

2766±30

NMS

SUERC-43334
(GU28850)

-25.3

2737±24

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
971–846
997–835

902–841
927–822

Comment (TC and JF): These dates relate to the well-known hoard of Late Bronze Age metalwork found in Spring 1961 at
Peelhill Farm, near Strathaven (Coles and Scott 1963) and were commissioned as part of TC’s ongoing research into Bronze Age
metalwork. Originally analysed in the 1960s by Mr D W Brett, Dept of Botany, University of Glasgow, the wood identifications
were kindly corroborated by Dr Jennifer Miller, Northlight Heritage. Although the typo-chronological framework for British
Bronze Age metalwork is now increasingly underpinned by absolute dates, radiocarbon dates are still at a premium in northern
Britain: the two dates from Peelhill fit well with the expected date range of 1020–800 cal BC established for the Ewart Park
metalwork phase of the Late Bronze Age to which the hoard can be assigned (Needham et al 1997).

Individuals III and IV from the Iron Age long cist cemetery at Galson, Lewis (NB45NW 2.00)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Unburnt human bone, individual IV,
Galson, Lewis (NMS, unreg)
Unburnt human bone, individual III,
Galson, Lewis (NMS, unreg)

ORAU

OxA-27368

-19.27

1909 ±24

ORAU

OxA-27367

-19.26

1872±25

Calibrated date at 68.2%
and 95.4% probability
cal AD 71–125
cal AD 25–137
cal AD 81–209
cal AD 75–220

Comment (JAS and MC): These dates are in line with those previously obtained for ‘Galson II’ (OxA-16469, 1852±39 BP, replacing
the withdrawn OxA-10164: Sheridan and Higham 2006, 203) and for the skeleton found in 1996 (GU-7401, 1850±50 BP: Neighbour
et al 2000, 574).

Logboat found buried in silt in the River Conon, opposite Dingwall, Highland (Ross-shire) (NH55NE 3)
Object, context, label

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰

Date BP

Wood (Quercus) from one of three
surviving portions of the logboat
NMS X.IN 7

NMS

SUERC-49754
(GU32316)

781±31

-28.0

Calibrated date at 68.2% and
95.4% probability
Cal AD 1224–1269
Cal AD 1206–1282

Comment (TC): The date obtained for the River Conon logboat allowed further light to be shed on an object that was until
recently thought to be untraceable. Although the object was never formally registered, its original donation to the (then-named)
NMAS was recorded at the meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland held on 12 December 1881 as follows: ‘Canoe, of
oak, hollowed out of the bole of a tree. It measures 16ft 3" in length, 3ft wide at the stem, 2ft wide at the bow, and 2ft in depth of
the side. It was discovered in 1874 by the accidental change of the course of the river Conon, opposite Dingwall. There had been
a great flood, which carried away the sandhills and excavated a new channel at the point where a strong tidal current meets that
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of the stream. The canoe was found sticking out of the silt, about 8ft below the surface of a bank of gravel. Donated by William
Bruce, MD, Dingwall, through Sir Robert Christison, Bart and co. (Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 16 (1881–82), 11).
What had become of this logboat had been a long-standing mystery. However, it seems that at some point, it was sawn into
two main sections (one of which has subsequently split into two), possibly to facilitate storage in the cramped cellar space of
the former NMAS in Queen Street, where they were virtually inaccessible for study. Although recorded by Mowat (1996, 86, cat
nos A21–A22), there was at the time no obvious reason to connect these pieces with the River Conon find, which was by then
presumed lost (ibid no 28). However, as a result of improvements made to the storage of the fragments in July 2013, the three
timbers finally became more accessible for inspection and they could be seen to be the joining portions of a single logboat. The
lost logboat seemed to be a strong candidate and this was clinched with the discovery of the frayed remains of a paper label
adhering to part of the gunwale which made it possible to identify this with certainty as the ‘missing’ logboat from the River
Conon.
The dated sample derives from the outer edge of the hull and can be presumed to derive from the outer margin of the original
tree-trunk close to the sapwood boundary. (Dr Anne Crone kindly corroborated the species identification and provided advice
regarding sampling.) The resulting 13th-century AD date fits well with the wider picture from Britain and Ireland, where the
majority of logboat dates fall into the medieval period and prehistoric examples still remain relatively rare (Lanting 1998, 630–1).
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RADIOCARBON DATES FOR HUMAN REMAINS FROM CHAMBERED
CAIRNS ALONG THE SOUTH AND SOUTH-WEST COAST OF THE
ISLAND OF ROUSAY, ORKNEY
Neil Curtis and Margaret Hutchison
During the 1930s the landowner, Walter Grant, normally in association with Dr JG Callander of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland, undertook a series of excavations of the Neolithic cairns on the island of Rousay, Orkney. For many, but not all, of
these excavations reports were published which included descriptions of the human remains found within the cairn. These
descriptions were provided by Alex Low, Professor of Anatomy at the University of Aberdeen and, subsequent to examination,
part or all of the human bone assemblages were allowed to remain at the University of Aberdeen as museum specimens.
In only one case, the Knowe of Rowiegar (HY 373 297) has the complete human bone assemblage been preserved to the
present. However, this stalled, chambered cairn was considerably disturbed and re-modelled in ancient times so the surviving
bones may not be all that were originally present. The excavation of this cairn was not reported by Grant, although a description,
mainly of the cairn structure, can be found in the Inventory of Orkney by the RCAHMS (1946) and in Davidson and Henshall
(1989). A more complete description of the human bone assemblage and its context is currently in preparation (Hutchison,
Curtis and Kidd). A total of 22 samples from the Knowe of Rowiegar bones have been dated. Of these, seven were from right
humeri and 15 were from skulls which had been reconstructed from fragments to a sufficient extent to ensure that each skull
sample came from a different individual. Since the skeletons were not articulated when found, some or all of the humeri may be
from individuals which also yielded skull samples.
Samples for dating were also obtained from human bones from three nearby cairns, also in the collections of the University
of Aberdeen. One skull was sampled from the Knowe of Yarso (HY 404 279), one skull from the Knowe of Lairo (HY 398 279)
and two skulls were sampled from Midhowe (HY 372 304). The three sites are described in the Proceedings of the Society
of Antiquaries of Scotland (Knowe of Yarso, Callander and Grant, 1935; Knowe of Lairo, Grant and Wilson, 1943: Midhowe,
Callander and Grant, 1934).
In all cases, single samples from each human bone were analysed using AMS by SUERC and the AMS results calibrated using
OxCal 4.1 (Bronk Ramsey, 2009) with the IntCal09 terrestrial calibration curve. The calibrated dates are presented at 95.4% (bold
type) and 68.2% (standard type) confidence levels.

Dating information for samples of human bone from the Knowe of Rowiegar
Note – sex identification from the humerus is very tentative
Human
Bone type

Bone identifier Individual

Lab No

Date BP

δC13 ‰

δN15 ‰

Date cal BC at
95.4% and 68.2%

R humerus

90047H1

GU-26856

4605+35

-20.5

10.4

R humerus

90029H2

GU-26857

4355+35

-20.2

10.8

R humerus

15084H3

GU-26858

4540+35

-19.5

10.3

R humerus

90072H4

GU-26859

4555+35

-20.9

11.2

R humerus

90076H5

GU-26860

4470+35

-20.8

10,8

R humerus

90075H6

GU-26861

4455+35

-20.3

11.1

R humerus

16319H7

GU-26862

4545+35

-19.9

9.8

Skull

90085S1

GU-26863

4510+35

-20.8

10.8

Skull

90060S2

GU-26864

4555+35

-20.8

11.5

Skull

90070S3

GU-26865

4525+35

-20.9

10.8

Skull

90066S4

GU-26866

4545+35

-20.5

11.2

Skull

90068S5

GU-26867

4575+35

-20.6

10.8

Skull

90071S6

GU-26868

4475+35

-19.9

10.5

3520–3130
3500–3350
3090–2900
3010–2910
3370–3100
3360–3120
3490–3100
3370–3120
3340–3020
3330–3090
3340–2940
3320–3030
3370–3100
3360–3120
3360–3100
3340–3110
3490–3100
33670- 3120
3360–3100
3350–3120
3370–3100
3360–3120
3500–3110
3487–3136
3340–3030
3330–3090

212

Adult
?Female
Adult
Male
Adult
?Female
2 years
Sex NP
Adult
?Female
Adult
?Female
7 years
Sex NP
5 years
Sex NP
2 to 3 yrs
Sex NP
Adult
?Male
Adult
?Male
Adult
Male
Adult
Male

R A D I O C A R B O N D AT E S
Skull

90057S8

Skull

90058S9

Skull

90035S10

Skull

90063S11

Skull -

90064S12

Skull

90065S13

Skull

14981S14

Skull

000x1S15

Skull

90057aS15

Adult
?Male
Adult
?Female
Adult
Male
Adult
Male
Adult
Male
Adult
?Male
Young adult
Male
Adult
Male
8-9 yrs
Sex NP

GU-26869

4560+35

-20.4

11.6

GU-26870

4475+35

-20.3

10.2

GU-26871

4570+35

-20.4

11.1

GU-26872

4290+35

-19.5

10.5

GU-26873

4500+35

-20.5

11.1

GU-26874

4515+35

-19.7

10.6

GU-26875

4665+35

-20.3

10.5

GU-26876

4495+35

-20.7

11.2

GU-26877

4320+35

20.5

10.1

3490–3100
3370–3120
3340–3030
3330–3090
3500–3100
3490–3130
3010–2880
2920–2890
3360–3090
3340–3110
3360–3100
3350–3120
3620 -3360
3510–3370
3350–3040
3340–3100
3020–2890
3010–2890

Dating information from human skulls from three further Rousay chambered cairns
Cairn

Bone type and Individual
identifier

Lab No

Date BP

δ13C‰

δN15 ‰

Date cal BC at
95.4% and 68.2%

Knowe of
Yarso

Skull
14662

Adult
Male

GU-30088

4500+35

-20.2

10.2

3360–3090
3340–3110

Knowe of
Lairo

Skull
14761

Adult
Male

GU-30086

4537+34

-20.8

11.2

3360–3100
3360–3120

Midhowe 1

Skull
25898

Adult
Male

GU-30636

4700+30

-20.5

10.3

3630–3370
3620–3380

Midhowe 2

Skull
25899

Late Teens
Male

GU-30637

4531+28

-20.6

10.3

3360–3100
3360–3120
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CURRENT POST-GRADUATE SCOTTISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH
IN THE UK
This is not necessarily an exhaustive list. The university departments providing courses in archaeology listed in the 2000 CBA
Guide to Archaeology in Higher Education were asked to give details of their current post-graduate research involving Scottish
sites or materials. The information below is that provided by the institutions who responded. Archaeology Scotland encourages
any readers engaged in continuing research to submit details (as set out below) for publication in the volume for 2013.
Institution

Name

Research
		

End
date

Status

Univ Aberdeen

Emma Philip

Symbolism, subsistence and the significance of landscape: from
Mesolithic to Neolithic in North East Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Bradford

Ceilidh Lerwick

Vikings, Picts and Scots: Biocultural identity in medieval Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Cambridge Ben Cartwright

Weaving the world: Can ‘communities of practice’ created
by spinning and weaving highlight the intangible nature of
identity construction in Viking Age Atlantic Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Cambridge Aaron Critch

Silver and the political economy of Viking Age Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Cambridge Tessa de Roo

The Viking sea from A to B: Charting the nautical routes from
Scandinavia to the British Isles in the Early Viking period

2013

PhD

Univ Cambridge Russell Ó Ríagáin

Colonialism, continuity and change: The settlement pattern
in the medieval Irish sea zone

2013

PhD

Univ Durham

Rosie Bishop

Plant gatherers, plant managers or agriculturalists? The importance of 2013
wild and domestic plants in Mesolithic and Neolithic Scotland

PhD

Univ Durham

Emily Blake

Mesolithic fishing and shellfishing across the North East
Atlantic seaboard of Europe, with detailed case studies
from the Western Isles of Scotland and western Norway

2014

PhD

Univ Durham

Thomas Crowther

An exploration into the significance placed upon domestic
and landscape lightscapes within Iron Age Scottish Society

2014

PhD

Univ Durham / Celia Orsini
La Sorbonne		

Christianisation and monumental inheritance in the Kingdoms
of North Britain (5–8th centuries): Evolution of spiritual, political
and ideological world

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Claire Bony

Infanticide in Britain from the Roman conquest to the 16th century AD 2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Malcolm Cooper

Gerald Baldwin Brown and the conservation movement in Britain

PhD

2014

Univ Edinburgh Gemma Cruikshanks

Iron in the Iron Age: a long-term case study from Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Graeme Erskine

Roman roads between the Antonine Wall and Hadrian’s Wall

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Rachel Ford

Later Prehistoric Landscapes in Northern Britain

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Sheena Fraser

Cattle in Neolithic Orkney

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Julia Gerken

Iron Age worked bones in Atlantic Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Dawn Gooney

The osteological examination of the human skeletal remains
from Berst Ness, Westray

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Peter Groom

An experimental study of Mesolithic fishing practices in
western Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Mark Heise

Beaker burials in Great Britain

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Johnny Horn

Establishing dating and chronologies of hillforts in Britain and Ireland 2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Helen Langstaff

Heritability of facial morphology

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Caroline Mamwell

It rained a lot and nothing much happened: land use,
settlement and society in Bronze Age Orkney

2016

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Owain Mason

Dialogues, transitions and social preference: reassessing the
importance of Beaker type pottery in Scotland

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Kelly McCullough

Using biomechanics to test indices: A detailed look into
platymeria, platycnemia and squtting facets

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Orlene McIlfatrick

The transitory vessel: aspects of the ceramic record of the
Iron Age in north and west Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Marlo Nalven

Health status in medieval Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Cecilia Patterson

Cremation technology and ritual in Bronze Age Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Deborah Reginiano

Activity markers in Neolithic populations of Scotland

2016

PhD

214

C U R R E N T P O S T - G R A D U AT E R E S E A R C H
Univ Edinburgh Emily Stammitti

A cross-cultural analysis of the policy, application and effects
of legislation pertaining to archaeological remains in and
abutting reservoirs in the UK and the USA

2014

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Scott Stetkiewicz

Iron production in the Iron Age of the nearer continent and
Britain: a scientific analysis of smelting systems

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Sylvia Thornbush

The comparison of stylistic seriation of headstones in urban Scottish
and English churchyards with Ontario churchyards in Canada

2014 PhD

Univ Edinburgh David Trevarthen

New Light on Old Stones: The interactions of seasonal solar
movement, structure and landscape at the Clava cairns and
recumbent stone circles of north-east Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Aiden Walsh

Fortifications in early medieval Scotland and Britain

2015

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Marlo Willows

Health in medieval Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Edinburgh Simon Wood

The forts and promontory forts of western Scotland

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Donald Adamson

Commercialisation before Culloden: An archaeology of the re-direction 2013
of food surpluses in the Scottish Highlands prior to 1745

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Anouk Busset

Early medieval sculpture in ‘barbarian’ Europe: a comparative
study between Britain and Scandinavia

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Terence Christian

Phased Aviation Archaeology Research (PAAR): Development and
application of a standardised methodology to WW2 aircraft sites
in Scotland

2013

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Carmen Cuenca-Garcia

The interface of geophysical and geochemical survey in
archaeological prospection

2013

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Natasha Ferguson

An assessment of the positive contribution and negative impact
of hobbyist metal detecting to sites of conflict in the UK

2013

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Leigh Garst

The Scottish tower house revisited

2015

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Kevin Grant

Evocations of modern Scottish Highland and Island landscapes

2016

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Helen Green

Perceptions and pasts in the planning process of Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Tom Horne

The most praiseworthy journey: Scandinavian market
Networks in the Viking Age

2013

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Morgana McCabe

Liminal faces and places: the feared other in the
archaeological landscape

TBD

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Ryan McNutt

Finding forgotten fields: Towards a methodology of historic
landscape reconstruction and predictive modelling of
battlefield locations

2014

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Jennifer Novotny

Sedition at the supper table: the material culture of the
Jacobite wars, 1688–1760

2013

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Shirley Ann Watson

The cultural associations and contemporary interpretation
of Scottish battlefields

TBD

PhD

Univ Glasgow

Rebecca Younger

De-henging the henge: a reconsideration of henge sites
in Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Highlands Siobhan Cooke
and Islands		
Orkney College		

Animal remains and animal artefacts in burial and
settlement as a means of religious expression in Late
Iron Age and Viking Scotland

2016

PhD

Univ Highlands Alison Keir
and Islands		
Orkney College

Coastal change and archaeological heritage in
Northern Scotland

2014

PhD

Univ Highlands Antonia Thomas
and Islands		
Orkney College

Inscription as social practice: Understanding Orkney’s
rock-art and graffiti

2013

PhD

Univ Hull

Chelsea Budd

Marginality, metaphor and meaning: stable isotope studies of diet
and subsistence aimed at understanding the adoption of agriculture
during the Neolithic and Bronze Age periods in the Orkney Islands

2013

PhD

Univ Liverpool

Shirley Curtis

Monasticism and the body: a skeletal and stable isotope study
on medieval inhabitants from Tarbat, North East Scotland
and Norton Priory, England

2014

PhD

Univ Stirling

Val Turner

Location form and function in Shetland’s prehistoric field systems

2012

PhD

Univ York

Jenny Clarke

A comparative archaeological study of regimental memorials of
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland erected pre-WW1 with a view
to assessing each country’s relationship with ‘The British Empire’

2013

PhD
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL ADVISORS AND THEIR AREAS OF
RESPONSIBILITY
Many of the projects described in Discovery and excavation in Scotland include an input by the archaeological advisors to local
authorities. Amongst their core activities, these advisors have a responsibility to monitor planning applications and other proposed
developments in their area, and to ensure that adequate provision is made for archaeological recording if such developments are
to go ahead. This responsibility may include writing the specification for work to be undertaken by archaeological contractors,
and monitoring that work to ensure that appropriate standards are being achieved.
The following list gives details of local authority archaeological advisors, and indicates their areas of responsibility.

Aberdeen City

Judith Stones
Keeper of Archaeology
Aberdeen City Council
Whitespace
60 Frederick Street
Aberdeen AB24 5HY
Tel: 01224 523658
Fax: 01224 523666
Email: judiths@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Aberdeenshire; Angus and Moray
Bruce Mann
Archaeologist
Infrastructure Services
Aberdeenshire Council

Woodhill House
Westburn Road
Aberdeen AB16 5GB
Tel: 01224 664726
Fax: 01224 664879
Email: bruce.mann@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Argyll and Bute; Glasgow City; E Ayrshire;
E Renfrewshire; Inverclyde; N Ayrshire; Renfrewshire;
S Ayrshire; S Lanarkshire; W Dunbartonshire; W Lothian;
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park (Argyll
and W Dunbartonshire part)
Manager
West of Scotland Archaeology Service
Charing Cross Complex
20 India Street
Glasgow G2 4PF
Tel: 0141 287 8330
Fax: 0141 287 9259
Email: enquiries@wosas.glasgow.gov.uk
Dumfries and Galloway
Jane Brann
Archaeologist
Dumfries and Galloway Council

Planning and Environment
Newall Terrace
Dumfries DG1 1LW
Tel: 01387 260154
Fax: 01387 260149
Email: jane.brann@dumgal.gov.uk
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Dundee City; East Dunbartonshire and North
Lanarkshire

Thomas Rees
Consultant Archaeologist
Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops
Kilwinning
Ayrshire KA13 6PU
Tel: 01294 542848
Fax: 01294 542849
Email: archaeology.dundee@rathmell-arch.co.uk
Email: archaeology.eastdunbartonshire@rathmell-arch.co.uk
Email: archaeology.northlan@rathmell-arch.co.uk

East Lothian and Midlothian

Stephanie Leith
Archaeology Officer
Archaeology Services
John Muir House
Haddington
East Lothian EH41 3HA
Tel: 01620 827039
Fax: 01620 827038
Email:archaeology@eastlothian.gov.uk

City of Edinburgh

John A Lawson
Curator of Archaeology
CECAS
Corporate Services
City of Edinburgh Council
Museum of Edinburgh
142 Canongate
Edinburgh EH8 8DD
Tel: 0131 558 1040
Fax: 0131 558 1090
Email: john.lawson@edinburgh.gov.uk

Falkirk

Geoff Bailey
Keeper of Archaeology and Local History
Falkirk Museum
Callendar House
Callendar Road
Falkirk FK1 1YR
Tel: 01324 503783
Fax: 01324 503771
Email: geoff.bailey@falkirkcommunitytrust.org

LO C A L AU T H O R I T Y A DV I S O R S
Fife

Douglas Speirs
Fife Council
Town House
2 Wemyssfield
Kirkcaldy KY1 1XW
Tel: 01592 583391
Fax: 01592 417886
Email: douglas.speirs@fife.gov.uk

Highland
George Hamilton
Historic Environment Team
Planning and Development Service
Highland Council
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness IV3 5NX
Tel: 01463 702250
Fax: 01463 702298
Email: archaeology@highland.gov.uk

Stirling and Clackmannanshire
Murray Cook

Planning Officer (Archaeology)
Municipal Buildings
Corn Exchange
Stirling FK8 2HU
Tel: 01786 233663
Fax: 01786 443003
Email: cookm@stirling.gov.uk

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles)
Deborah Anderson
Western Isles Archaeologist
Museum nan Eilean
Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis HS1 2NF
Tel: 01851 822758
Fax: 01851 706318
Email: deborah.anderson@cne-siar.gov.uk

Orkney
Julie Gibson
Orkney Archaeologist
Orkney College
Weyland
Kirkwall
Orkney KW15 1LX
Tel: 01856 569341
Fax: 01856 569007
Email: julie.gibson@orkney.uhi.ac.uk
Perth and Kinross; Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
National Park (Perth and Kinross part)
David Strachan
Area Archaeologist
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust
The Lodge
4 York Place
Perth PH2 8EP
Tel: 01738 477080/1
Fax: 01738 477089
Email: dlstrachan@pkc.gov.uk

Scottish Borders

Christopher Bowles
Archaeology Officer
Scottish Borders Council HQ
Newtown St Boswells
Melrose TD6 0SA
Tel: 01835 826622
Fax: 01835 825158
Email: Christopher.Bowles@scotborders.gov.uk

Shetland

Val Turner

Shetland Regional Archaeologist
Shetland Amenity Trust
Garthspool Road
Lerwick
Shetland ZE1 0NY
Tel: 01595 694688
Fax: 01595 693956
Email: val@shetlandamenity.org
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Contributors to this issue of Discovery and excavation in Scotland are listed below. Comments or queries should be addressed
to the contributors.
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Aberdeen, AB24 5HY
ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL: Woodhill House,
Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5GB
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Broomy Law (S Lans), cursus 205
Broughton (Borders),
Glenholm Cottages 162–3
Bruntis Lochs (D & G), mine dams 63
Buchlyvie (Stirlg), Gowston Farm 180
buckles
medieval 148, 157
post-medieval 182
not dated 104, 105, 184
see also belt-plate
Buckny Burn (P & K),
hydro-electric scheme 149
Bucksburn (Aberdeen):
Hopetoun Grange 13;
Walton Farmhouse 14
Buddon (Aberdeens), RAF chapel 9
Buittle (D & G), axe 59
Burghead Fort (Moray) 128
burials
see boat burials; chambered cairns;
cists/cist burials; cremations;
inhumations;
see also cemeteries
Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor
(Inver), survey 122
burnt mounds 141, 146, 172
Bute (Ag & B):
Kilbride 55–6;
Rothesay Castle 56

buttons 97, 104, 151, 174, 182, 184
byres:
Bank Hill 59;
Blindwell 147;
Broo 172;
Croftroy 203, 203;
Elchies 132;
Hall of Auchincross Farm 67;
Lanton 167;
Lesmoir 29;
Lower Caen 106;
Torbreck 97;
Wellhill Farm 66–7
Cabrach (Moray), Bennachie
Landscapes 127–8
cairns (other than clearance cairns)
Aberdeenshire:
Balbithan 21;
Bennachie 28;
Bucharn 200, 200;
Bunzeach 31; Durris 19;
Hill of Corskie 23;
Kintore 26;
Lesmoir 29;
Meet Law 15;
Midmar 27;
Tullos Hill 12;
Whitehaugh Forest 17
Argyll & Bute:
Blarghour Farm 49;
Cleigh Mill 53; Islay 48;
Jura 46, 47;
Kilbride 56;
Kilmartin 52;
Kilmelford 55;
Kilmichael 53
Borders 168, 169
Dumfries & Galloway 60, 64
Dundee 66
Highland:
Ardcharnich 113;
Braehour Forest 104;
Forsay 91, 91;
Glenborrodale 90;
Glenuig 91; Lairg 112;
Ledgowan 96;
Loch Arienas 114;
Melvich 101;
Thurso 120;
Torvean 106;
Yellow Wells 111
Inverclyde 123
Moray 132, 133
Orkney 140, 141
Perth & Kinross 148, 209
West Dunbartonshire 185
Western Isles 195, 196, 198
see also burnt mounds;
chambered cairns; heel-shaped
cairn; ring cairns; round barrows
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Callander (Stirlg):
Anie Burn 179;
Keltie Water 180;
primary school 179
Cambo (Fife), doocot and bridge 206
Cambusbarron (Stirlg), survey 184
Camster (Highld), Lower Camster 113
canals:
Aberdeen to Inverurie 11;
Aberdeenshire 12, 13;
Caledonian 105, 106, 201;
Crinan 56;
Forth and Clyde 84–5, 185;
Monkland 200;
Muirkirk 66;
review 201
cannonballs 34, 182
cannons 88
Caputh (P & K), buckle 148
Cargill (P & K), fortlet 149, 149
Carnwath (S Lans), Lampits Farm 177
carriage house 81
cart sheds 22, 31, 67, 96
Cartbridge (Highld), Auchterblair 100–1
casting debris, Bronze Age 99–100, 100
Castle Dow Fort (P & K) 158
Castle Law (P & K), hillfort 154, 154,
204–5, 206
Castle Roy (Highld) 88–9
Castle Stuart (Highld), finger ring 116
castles/tower houses:
Armaddy 47; Balhousie 159;
Bothwell 177; Braemar 17;
Brodick 202;
Brodie 129–30; Castle Roy 88–9;
Clackmannan 58; Cluny 27;
Craignethan 178;
Cranshaws 165; Crathes 16;
Crichton 124; Damsay 138–9;
Drum 19; Druminnor 15–16;
Dumbarton 185; Dun 34, 34;
Dunnottar 19; Edzell 34–5, 35;
Falkland 85–6; Fyvie 22;
Garleton 68; Kellie 85;
Kincardine 21–2, 22;
Kirkhope 167–8;
Kisimul 190; Lachlan 57;
Langholm 63;
Lauriston 79; Morham 72;
Noltland 146;
North Berwick 72;
Perth 159; Pitfichie 28;
Pitroddie 156;
Plora Burn 172;
Rattray 161; Redbraes 171;
Rothesay 56; Stirling 183;
Tantallon 73; Tarbert 47;
Tibbers 204, 205, 206;
Tulloch 99
see also mottes
cauldrons 97, 106
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causewayed enclosure,
Neolithic 152, 152
caves/rock shelters:
Ardfin 46;
Bealach na Gaoithe 91;
Camas na Craoibhe 89–90, 89;
Knocknairs Moor 123;
Rosemarkie 117, 117;
St Margaret’s cave 9;
Tarrel Dun 119
cemeteries
Bronze Age 160, 160
early Christian 54
medieval–post-medieval:
Bohuntin 108;
Creag Mhadaidh 56;
Dalton 60; Duffus 129;
Dun 34; Dunning 152–3;
Edinburgh 76, 80;
Evanachan 57;
Hassendean 170;
Inverchaolain 46; Iona 50–1;
Kilallan 162; Kilbride 53–4;
Kilmun 40; Lewis 194;
Pencaitland 73;
Rhum 117–18, 118; Saline 86;
Shandwick 115;
Tullich 24, 24
chambered cairns:
Clava Cairns 99;
Cochno Hill North 185;
Rousay 141, 142, 212–13;
Shetland 175; Unstan 146
Chapel of Garioch (Aberdeens):
Bennachie 17, 25;
St Ninian’s kirk 16–17
The Chesters (E Loth), hillfort 68
chisel, Bronze Age 60–1
churches/chapels:
Achnahannaid 116;
Arbuthnott 15, 15;
Baliscate 54–5, 55; Birse 16;
Blackness 84; RAF Buddon 9;
Chapel of Garioch 16–17;
Dalton 60; Damsay 138;
Dun 34; Dunfermline 9;
Dunning 153–4, 153;
Edinburgh 82; Edzell 35, 35;
Fort William 107;
Fortrose 116; Glasgow 9;
Haddington 71;
Hassendean 170;
Headwell 9;
Houndwood 164;
Inverchaolain 46;
Kilallan 162;
Kilmun 40;
Kiltarlity 110;
Kilvickeon 50, 50;
RAF Kinloss 9;
Kirkmichael 116;

RAF Leuchars 9, 9;
Lewis 194;
Mingulay 190;
Muthill 159; Nigg 115;
Peebles 170–1;
Pencaitland 73;
St Abbs 164; Stirling 183;
survey 9; Tullich 24
cists/cist burials:
Galson 210;
House of the Binns 186, 186;
Iona 50; Jura 46;
Kilbride 56;
Kilmartin 52;
Latheronwheel 113;
Newbarns 60; Orkney 136;
Pitkerro 66; Rhynie 30
Clackmannan (Clacks),
Clackmannan Tower 58
Clackmannanshire 58–9
Clarkston (E Rens),
Greenbank House 74
Clatt (Aberdeens),
Whitehaugh Forest 17
Clava Cairns (Highld) 99
cleits 91
Clinterty (Aberdeen):
Viewfield 13–14; woods 13
Cluny (Aberdeens):
castle 27; Sauchen 17
coach works 81–2
Coatbridge (N Lans),
M8 enabling works 134
Cochno Hill North (W Duns),
survey 185
Cockburnspath (Borders),
Old Cambus 163
coffin resting cairn 91
coffins 30, 209
coin hoard 158
coins
Roman 86, 140
medieval 158, 182
post-medieval 12, 69, 116, 182,
184, 185
Coldingham (Borders),
priory 163–4, 164
Coldstream (Borders),
Eccles Substation 165
Colinton (Edin):
Woodhall Farm 83;
Woodhall House 83
Colintraive (Ag & B),
hydro-electric scheme 45
Coll (Ag & B):
Arnabost Cottage 38;
HLA project 203
Colonsay (Ag & B):
Ardskenish 38–9;
Beinn Bheag 39;
designation 200;
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Dun Cholla 39–40;
Lady’s Seat 40;
Port Mor 40
Colvend (D & G):
Mote of Mark 59;
Newbarns project 60, 60;
Rough Firth 59–60
Connel (Ag & B), North Connel 37
copper-alloy working 129
Corniehaugh (Moray), survey 130–1
Corrantree (Highld), mine 90, 90
Corrimony (Highld),
hydro-electric scheme 120
Corrymuckloch (P & K), cup marks 155
Corstorphine (Edin):
Bowling Club 76;
Corstorphine Hill 76–7
Coupar Angus (P & K):
Abbey Gatehouse 150;
Mains of Keithick Farm 150;
Strathmore Tannery 150
Cousland (Midloth):
Cousland Park Farm 124;
Hillside Gardens 124
Cowden (Clacks), garden 202, 202
Craigellachie (Moray),
Cossack Wood 132
Craigenthan Castle (S Lans) 178
Craigshinnie (D & G), mine 62
Cranshaws Castle (Borders) 165
Crathes Castle (Aberdeens) 16
Creetown (D & G),
Chain Burn lead mine 62
cremations
Bronze Age:
Alyth 147;
Cleigh Mill 53;
Croftmoraig 210;
Kilmagawood 160, 160;
Newbarns 60;
Tullos Hill 12
Iron Age 143
not dated 20, 32
Crianlarich (Stirlg):
Benmore Burn 180;
bypass 180
Crichton Castle (Midloth) 124
Crieff (P & K), Duchlage 150
Croftmoraig (P & K), stone circle 210
Cromarty (Highld):
Reed’s Field 97;
Reeds Park 97–8, 98
Cromdale (Highld),
Balnafettach Farm 99, 112
Crookston Mill (Borders),
Gamekeepers Cottage 171
cross bases 54
cross slabs 24, 49, 115, 152
cross-marked stones 56, 60
crucibles 129
Cullen (Moray), Indulf House 128

Cullerie (Aberdeens), Leuchar Moss 20
Culloden (Highld):
Clava Lodge 99, 99;
footpath 104–5, 105
Cumbernauld (N Lans),
Westerwood 134
cup marks
Aberdeenshire 25, 29
Angus 32–3, 33
Argyll & Bute 52, 53, 55–6, 57
Edinburgh 77
Highland 111
Inverclyde 121, 122, 123
Orkney 137
Perth & Kinross:
Ardtulichan 148, 148;
Balarchibald 158;
Balnaguard 158;
Black Burn 150;
Corrymuckloch 155;
Craig Hill 150;
Drumcharry 155;
Fincastle 148;
Pittiely Burn 158
Currie (Edin), Kirk Manse 74
cursus monuments 62, 178, 205
dairy 167
Dalbeattie (D & G), axe 59
Dalchork (Highld),
Altbreck Broch 111–12, 112
Dalginross (P & K), Fortune’s Gate 149
Dalkeith (Midloth):
Borders Railway Project 125–6;
Mayfield, south of 125;
Old Mill House 124;
Tolbooth 124
Dalmarnock (Glas),
Commonwealth Games Village 87
Dalton (D & G):
A75 60; church 60
dams:
Auchnagallin 99;
Aultmore 131;
Bruntis Lochs 63;
Culachy Estate 94, 94;
Drumtochty 21;
Edinample 179;
Langwell 108;
Lesmoir 29;
Ordiequish 127;
Skye 118; West Bold 172
Damsay (Orkney) 137–9, 138, 139
Darndaff Moor (Inver), survey 121–2
Dee Valley (Aberdeens),
tributaries project 17–19, 18
deer parks:
Buzzart Dykes 156, 156;
Chapelford 126;
Kincardine 21, 22;
Ordiequish 127;

Pitfichie 27
Delfour (Highld), ring cairn 203
Denoon Law (Angus) 205, 206
Dingwall (Highld):
logboat 210–11;
St Andrews Road 99;
Tulloch Castle 99
Dirleton (E Loth), Dirleton Green 68, 69
distillery 83;
see also stills
Dollar (Clacks),
Bank Hill 58–9, 58
doocots 36, 71, 206
Dores (Highld), hoard 99–100, 100
Dornoch (Highld):
Pitgrundy Farm 100;
Royal Golf Hotel 100;
Stafford Court 100
Doune Steading (Stirlg) 182
Dreghorn (Edin):
polo fields 77; woods 77
Drem (E Loth),
West Fortune Farm 68–9
Drone Hill (Borders), wind farm 164
Druimavuic (Ag & B),
hydro-electric scheme 36–7, 37
Drum Castle (Aberdeens) 19
Drumbeg (Highld), wreck 88, 88, 201
Drumbuie (Highld), water main 113
Druminnor Castle (Aberdeens) 15–16
Drumnadrochit (Highld),
Kilmichael House 120
Drumtochty (Aberdeens),
forest survey 21
Drymen (Stirlg),
Coldrach Farm Steading 179
Dufftown (Moray),
Glenfiddich distillery 132
Duffus (Moray), churchyard 129
Dull (P & K):
Airigh Coirein a’Chinn 150, 150;
Black Burn 150;
Craig Formal 150;
Craig Hill 150
Dumbarton (W Duns):
castle 185;
Dalmoak Farm 185
Dumfries & Galloway 59–66, 205
Dumglow (P & K), coffin 209
Dun (Angus), House of Dun 34, 34
Dun Troddan Broch (Highld) 104
Dunachton estate (Highld),
community project 203
Dunbar (E Loth):
East Barns Farm Steading 69;
Hedderwick Hill 69;
Lamer Street 69
Dunblane (Stirlg), Pendreich Farm 182
Duncanziemere (E Ayrs),
Laigh Glenmuir 66
Dundee, Pitkerro cemetery 66
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Dundonald (S Ayrs):
Olympic Rings business park 176–7;
sewer 67
Dundrennan (D & G), Banks Hill 62
Dunfermline (Fife):
abbey 9; churches 9;
St Margaret’s cave 9
Dunkeld (P & K),
cathedral chapter house museum 151
Dunloskin (Ag & B):
Dunloskin Wood 41;
turf structure 40
Dunnet (Highld), Dunnet Westside 100
Dunning (P & K):
Big Dig 151;
Kirk Wynd 152–3, 153;
Leadketty 152, 152;
Millhouse Farm 152;
Roman camp 151–2, 151;
St Serf’s church 153–4, 153
Dunnottar Castle (Aberdeens) 19
Dunoon (Ag & B):
Dhalling Mhor 40, 40;
Garail 41;
Hunter’s Quay 41;
Morag’s Fairy Glen 41–2, 41;
Old Finbracken 42
duns:
Comar Wood 109, 109;
Dun Mhuirich 56;
Easter Rarichie 114, 115;
Kraiknish 95, 95;
Loch Arienas 114;
Loch Paible 191, 193;
Strachar 57;
Tarrel 119, 119
Durness (Highld), Bettyhill 100
Durris (Aberdeens),
Durris Woods 19–20
Dyce (Aberdeen):
Airfield 12–13;
D2 Business Park 13;
Stoneywood Road 13
dye works 87
dynamite store 118
East Ayrshire 66–7
East Calder (W Loth):
Calderwood 187;
Main Street 187;
Raw Holdings 187
East Dunbartonshire 67–8
East Lothian 68–74
East Renfrewshire 74
Easter Balgeddie (P & K), brooch 160
Ecclesmachan (W Loth),
Burnbrae 186–7
Eday (Orkney), Green 135–7, 135, 136
Eddleston (Borders),
Cowieslinn Quarry 165
Edinample (Stirlg), mill 179
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Edinburgh:
Albert Dock 74–5;
L’Arche House 79;
Beaverhall Road 75;
Bellevue Road 75;
Biggar Road 75;
Brunswick Road 75;
Burdiehouse Mains 75;
Calton Gate 75–6;
Castlehill 76;
Clifton Terrace 76;
Cloverfoot Cottages 76;
Drum Street 77;
Fernielaw Avenue 77;
Ferry Road 77;
Fettes College 77–8;
Greendykes Road 78;
Herman Lyon’s Mausoleum 78;
Holyrood Abbey 78, 78;
Holyrood Park 79;
James Gillespie’s Primary School 79;
Lanark Road West 79;
Lauriston Castle 79;
Liberton Tower Lane 79;
McDonald Street 79–80;
Marshall’s Court 79;
Murano Place 80;
Newcraighall North 80;
Oaklands Special School 80;
Old High School 80;
Potterrow 80;
Princes Street Gardens 80–1;
pubs 202;
Raeburn House Hotel 81;
Ravenscroft Gardens 81;
Redhall House 81;
Robertson’s Close 81;
St Mary’s Medical Centre 82;
Saltire Society 81;
Shrubhill 81–2;
Slateford Road 82;
Spartans Football Ground 82;
Stenhouse Grove Baptist Church 82;
Tram Project 83–4, 84;
university 82;
Urban Oasis 82;
Waverley Station 82;
West Granton Road 80;
West Park Place 83;
West Tollcross 83
see also Balerno; Colinton;
Corstorphine; Currie; Dreghorn;
Fairmilehead; Granton;
Hermiston; Kirkliston; Leith;
Liberton; Portobello; Ratho;
South Queensferry; Wilkieston
Edzell (Angus):
castle 34–5, 35;
Meikle Tullo Farm 35
eight-post structure 33, 33
Elchies Forest (Moray), survey 132

Elgin (Moray):
business park 134;
East End School 130;
flood alleviation scheme 130;
Upper Manbean 130
enclosures
prehistoric–early medieval:
Achiltibuie 102;
Castle Law 154;
Comar Wood 109;
Denoon Law 205;
Evanachan 57;
Greenburn 164;
Kingshill 14;
Lochbrow 62;
Mintlaw 28;
Moncreiffe Hillfort 151;
Orkney 144;
Rhynie 30;
Tarrel Dun 119
church/chapel:
Baliscate 54, 55;
Dunning 153;
Inverchaolain 46;
Kilbride 53;
Kiltarlity 110;
Lewis 194;
Mingulay 190
medieval:
Bank Hill 59;
Druminnor Castle 16;
Stirling 184;
Tarbert Castle 47
medieval–post-medieval:
Dun Mhuirich 56;
Mull 51
post-medieval:
Allt larairidh 120;
Auchinduich 96, 97;
Aultmore 131;
Barran 43, 44; Coll 38;
Druimavuic 37;
Elchies 132;
Evanachan 57;
Kiltarlity 110–11;
Kingshill 14;
Lochrosque 96, 97;
Orkney 146; Rona 116;
Roshven House 92;
Shetland 172, 173;
Strath 118;
Uachdar Mhaluidh 44
not dated:
Achnalea 90;
Allt Choire a’Bhalachain 108;
Altbreck Broch 112;
Ardcharnich 113;
Arecleoch 176;
Baile Ur 90–1;
Balbithan 20, 21;
Balgate Wood 110;
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Balrae 148;
Balvraid 114;
Ben Aigan 127;
Bennachie 28; Birse 16;
Blairour Wood 108;
Blarghour Farm 48;
Borders Railway Project 125;
Braehour Forest 104;
Bruiach House 110;
Bunzeach 31;
Clashindarroch 25;
Colonsay 39;
Corrimony 120;
Corstorphine Hill 76–7;
Culcahy Estate 94;
Doire nan Caorach 49;
Dounan 64;
Durris Woods 19;
Galloway Forest Park 63;
Glen Convinth 110;
Glen Vidigill 95;
Glenrath Hope 168;
Inverchaolain 46; Jura 46;
Kilbride 56;
Kilmelford 55;
Kilmichael Glassary 53;
Kincardine 22;
Kingshill 15;
Lary Burn 24;
Lilithgow 187;
Midmar 27; Mull 58;
Ordiequish 127;
Orkney 134;
Quothquan 179;
Rhynie 29;
Upper Manbean 130;
West Bold 172
see also causewayed enclosure;
moated site
Enochdhu (P & K), survey 205
Eskbank (Midloth),
railway station 125–6
Evanton (Highld),
Strath Mor woodland 89
Eyes Hill (S Ayrs), mast site 176
Fairmilehead (Edin), water works 77
Falkirk (Falk):
battlefield 201;
Helix Canal Connection and
drain works 84–5
Falkland (Fife), palace 85–6
Fearn (Highld), HMS Owl 101, 101
Fenwick (E Ayrs),
Dalmusternock Farm 66
Fetteresso (Aberdeens):
Chapelton of Elsick 20;
Kirkton of Fetteresso 20;
Meikle Carewe wind farm 20;
Tullo wind farm 20;
Water Hill 23

field systems:
Auchnagallin 99;
Balbithan 20;
Blarghour Farm 48;
Corniehaugh 130;
Evanton 89;
Glenrath Hope 168–9;
Hill of Glaschyle 130;
Inchnadamph 93;
Inverie 104; Kingshill 15;
Lairg 112; Leith 83;
Strath Mor 89;
West Bold 172
see also enclosures; lazy beds;
rig and furrow
Fife 9, 85–7
finger rings
Iron Age 116, 128
medieval 155, 184
post-medieval 161
not dated 129
fireplace 10, 10
fish hooks 98
fish houses 65, 189, 190
fish traps 92, 108, 203
flint and stone tools
Mesolithic:
Chapel of Garioch 17;
Girvan 177;
Glen Dee 18, 19;
Glen Geldie 18;
Islay 47, 51, 52;
Tràigh na Beirigh 199
Mesolithic–Neolithic,
Gigha 42–3, 42
Mesolithic–Bronze Age:
Chapel of Garioch 17;
Clarkly Hill 128;
Tarradale 120, 121
Neolithic, Balbithan 21
Neolithic–Bronze Age:
Baliscate 54;
Blackhills 32;
Drone Hill 164;
South Uist 193
Bronze Age, Tullos Hill 12
not dated:
Aberdeen 11;
Achiltibuie 102;
Achtercairn 103;
Culloden 99, 99;
Forres 131;
Islay 47;
Mintlaw 26;
Tiree 58
see also arrowheads; axes;
gun flints; millstones
Fogo (Borders), Knowe Toft Farm 165
font 35
fords 30, 54, 127–8, 131, 133, 205
Forfar (Angus):

The Cross 36; Royal Hotel 35–6
Forres (Moray):
Grantown Road 131;
Greshop House 131
Fort Augustus (Highld):
Culachy Estate 94, 94;
overhead line 94;
Port Clair Forest 94, 94
Fort George (Highld) 89
Fort William (Highld):
Cameron Square 107;
Duncansburgh MacIntosh church 107
Fortingall (P & K), Drumcharry 155
Fortrose (Highld), cathedral 116
forts
late prehistoric/early medieval:
Kay Craig 147, 147;
Keir Wood 85, 85;
Loaninghead 147–8;
Mote of Mark 59;
West Bold 172
medieval, Tullich 24
post-medieval:
Fort George 89; Leith 78
see also duns; forts/fortlets/camps;
hillforts/promontory forts
forts/fortlets/camps, Roman:
Ardoch 147; Birrens 63;
Cargill 149, 149;
Castle Greg 188, 188;
Dunning 151–2, 151;
Longforgan 158; Lurg Moor 121
see also signal posts
Foulis (Highld), Yellow Wells 111, 111
Fowlis Wester (P & K):
Drummy Farm 155;
Easter Cottage 155;
finger ring 155;
seal matrix 155
Foyers (Highld), campsite 94, 94
Fraserburgh (Aberdeens),
Watermill Road 22
furnace 39
Fyvie (Aberdeens), castle 22
Gairloch (Highld), Achtercairn 103–4
Galashiels (Borders), viaduct 163
Galloway Forest Park (D & G),
mining sites 63
Galston (E Ayrs), Polwarth Street 66
game store 93
gardens/garden features/follies:
Aberdeen 10, 12, 14;
Brodie Castle 129–30;
Cowden 202, 202;
Crathes 16;
Creag Mhadaidh 56;
Dhalling Mhor 40, 40;
Dingwall 99;
Druimavuic 37;
Drum Castle 19;
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Dunbar 69;
Dunkeld 151;
Edinburgh 79, 82; Fyvie 22;
Greenbank House 74;
Haddington 70;
House of Dun 34;
Hunter’s Quay 41;
inventory 202;
Inveresk 72;
Kellie Castle 85;
Killearn 180;
Melrose 169;
Morag’s Fairy Glen 41–2, 41;
Perth 159; Sprouston 171
Gartly (Aberdeens):
Gartly Moor 22;
Hill of Corskie 23
Gartmore (Stirlg), village hall 182
Gifford (E Loth), Carfrae Farm 69
Gigha (Ag & B), Kinerarach 42–3, 42
Girvan (S Ayrs), Ladywell 177
Glamis (Angus), mill 208
Glasgow:
churches 9;
Pinkston Basin 87–8;
pubs 202
see also Baillieston; Dalmarnock
glass vessels 59
Glasserton (D & G),
Black Loch of Myrton 61, 61
Glen Affric (Highld):
Abhainn Glean nam Fiadh 108;
Allt Garbh 109–10, 110;
Allt na h-Imrich 108;
Glen Canaird (Highld), Langwell 108
Glen Carron (Highld),
Allt a’Chonais 113–14, 114
Glen Convinth (Highld), survey 110
Glen Gairn (Aberdeens),
Lary Burn 23–4, 23
Glen Lean (Ag & B), Balagowan 40
Glen Lochy (Ag & B),
military road 37–8
Glen Nevis (Highld),
caravan park 107–8
Glen Quaich (P & K), Pitmackie 151
Glenbervie (Aberdeens):
Droop Hill 23;
Jacksbank Farm 23;
Mid Hill 23
Glenborrodale (Highld), cairn 90
Glenbuchat (Aberdeens),
Westerton 23
Glenluce (D & G), Carscreugh 64
Glenmoriston (Highld),
Allt larairidh 120
Glenshee (P & K), Lair 157–8, 157
Glenuig (Highld):
Bealach na Gaoithe 91;
cairn survey 91;
Forsay Cairn 91, 91
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Gordon (Borders),
Midmill Cottages 165
gouge, Bronze Age 99, 100
Graemsay (Orkney),
landscape project 140
granaries 26, 31
Granton (Edin),
West Harbour Road 83
grave markers 129
gravestones/tomb slabs:
Edinburgh 78, 78, 80;
Edzell 35, 35;
Kilallan 162;
Kilbride 53–4;
Pencaitland 73
see also cross slabs
Greenlaw (Borders),
Greenlawdean Farm 166
Gremista (Shet) 175
Grimsay (W Isles),
underwater survey 189
gun flints 17, 39
gymnasium 71
Haddington (E Loth):
Abbeymill Farm 70;
Amisfield 70;
Bothwell Castle 70–1, 70;
Byres Cottage 71;
Cheviot Mill House 71;
church of St Mary 71;
Cockielaw 74;
Nungate Bridge
Washhouses 71;
Tenterfield Cottage 71
Hamilton (S Lans),
Blantyre Muir wind farm 178
harbours/nousts/jetties/docks:
Aberdeen 11–12;
Ardessie 108;
Damsay 138;
Edinburgh 74–5;
Western Isles 189
Harpsdale (Highld), drains 104, 104
Harris (W Isles):
Northton 189;
underwater survey 189
Hassendeanburn (Borders), bridge 170
Hawick (Borders),
Drumlanrig Square 166
Headwell (Fife), church 9
heel-shaped cairn 175
Hermiston (Edin),
Mid-Hermiston Steading 74
Highland 9, 88–121, 203–5
Hill of Glaschyle (Moray),
wind farm 130
hillforts/promontory forts:
Burghead 128;
Castle Dow 158;
Castle Law 154, 154, 204–5, 206;
Chesters 68;

Denoon Law 205, 206;
Moncreiffe 151;
The Roundell 154, 154;
Sumburgh Head 174;
White Castle 69–70, 70
see also forts
hoards
Neolithic 175
Bronze Age 99–100, 100, 210
see also coin hoard
Holm (Orkney), Graemshall 139–40
Hopetoun Home Farm (W Loth) 185–6
horse cart step 113
hospitals:
Leith 81;
Maidencraig 11;
Montrose 36
Houndwood (Borders), church 164
House of the Binns (W Loth):
burial 186, 186; stables 186
Houston (Rens), Kilallan Kirk 162
Hoy (Orkney):
designation 200;
landscape project 140;
Lyness 200
Humbie (E Loth),
Stobshiel Pump Station 74
hunting lodges 17, 58–9, 58
Huntly (Aberdeens):
Clashindarroch 25;
Tullochbeg Farm Steadings 24–5, 25
Hurlford (E Ayrs), Mauchline Road 67
hut circles:
Achiltibuie 102, 102, 103;
Achnahaird 102, 103;
Achtercairn 103–4;
Allt Domhain 112;
Ardcharnich 113;
Auchinduich 96, 97;
Balbithan 20, 21;
Bennachie 128;
Braehour Forest 104;
Cochno Hill North 185;
Colonsay 39;
Corrimony 120;
Edzell 35;
Enochdu 205;
Glen Convinth 110;
Guisachan 110;
Hillhead of Dess 26;
Inchnadamph 93;
Inverie 104;
Islay 48; Kingshill 14, 15;
Knocknagael 105;
Lurg Moor 121;
Melvich 101; Midmar 27;
Mintlaw 28; Rhue 102–3;
Skelpick 101; Skye 118;
Straithain 103;
Strath Mor 89;
Ullapool 102–3;
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Whitehaugh Forest 17;
Whitelees Moor 122;
Yellow Wells 111
ice houses 65, 79, 169
Inchnadamph (Highld):
Assynt Lodge 93;
moated enclosure 93, 93
Inchyra (P & K), finger ring 161
inhumations
prehistoric 209–10, 212–13
medieval 80, 153–4
medieval–post-medieval 73, 116
post-medieval 60, 76, 115, 130, 154, 194
see also cists/cist burials
Inishail (Ag & B):
Barran 43–4, 43;
Uachdar Mhaluidh 44–5, 44
Innerleithen (Borders),
Station House 166
Insch (Aberdeens), Petersfield 25, 25
Inveraray (Ag & B), axe 45, 45
Inverarnie (Highld), Mains of Gask 99
Inverawe (Ag & B),
military road 37–8, 38
Inverchaolin (Ag & B), survey 45–6, 46
Inverclyde 121–3
Inveresk (E Loth):
Carberry estate gymnasium 71;
Inveresk Lodge 71–2, 72;
Inveresk Lodge garden 72;
Sweethope North Lodge 72
Invergordon (Highld):
Rhicullen 117; Teaninich 117
Inverie (Highld), survey 104
Inverkip (Inver), Finnock Bog Farm 123
Inverness (Highld):
Clachnaharry 201;
Dell of Inches 105; Inshes 105;
Ness Flood Protection 105–6, 105;
St Valery Avenue 106;
Torvean 106;
West Link Road 105
Inverurie (Aberdeens):
paper mill 25–6;
Upper Kinkell Farm 26
Iona (Ag & B):
abbey 49–50;
Bishop’s House 49;
HLA project 203;
Martyr’s Bay 50–1;
overhead line 50;
Victoria Cottage 51
iron foundries 67–8, 83
iron working:
Achnacarry 107;
Baliscate 54, 55;
Inchnadamph 93;
Rhicullen 117;
Tarland 31–2;
Tullich 24

Islay (Ag & B):
Low Nerabus 47;
power supply refurbishment 47–8;
Rubha Port an t-Seilich 51–2 ;
shepherd’s cottage 47
Jedburgh (Borders):
abbey 167; High Street 166–7, 166
John O’Groats (Highld), mill 95–6, 96
Johnstone (D & G), Lochbrow 62
Jura (Ag & B), Ardfin 46–7, 47
Keig (Aberdeens),
Bennachie Landscapes 17, 25
Keith (Moray), Edintore 132
Kellie Castle (Fife) 85
Kelso (Borders):
Abbotsford Grove 167;
Horse Market Gap site 167
Kenmore (P & K):
borehole 155;
Taymouth Marina 155
kennels 92, 92, 93
Kennethmont (Aberdeens),
Leith Hall 26
Kergord (Shet), convertor station 175–6
Kilbowie (W Duns), canal 185
Kilbride (Ag & B), graveyard 53–4
Kildonan (Highld),
Lower Caen 106–7, 107
Kilfinan (Ag & B):
Claddie Cottage 49;
Dalmuneasaig 49;
Doire nan Caorach 49
Killearn (Stirlg), Place of Killearn 180
Killin (Stirlg):Station Cottages 180–1, 180;
water treatment works 180
Kilmagadwood (P & K),
cremations 160, 160
Kilmarnock (E Ayrs), sewer 67
Kilmartin (Ag & B):
Meall a’Bhreathain 52;
Nether Largie 52–3
Kilmaurs (N Ayrs), Wheatrig Farm 134
Kilmelford (Ag & B):
East Kames 55; Glenmore Farm 55
Kilmichael Glassary (Ag & B):
A’Chruach 53; Ederline 53
Kilmonivaig (Highld):
Achluachrach 108;
Allt Choire a’Bhalachain 108
Kilmore (Ag & B), Cleigh Mill 53
Kilmun (Ag & B):
church and Argyll mausoleum 40;
Stronchullin 42
kilns
coke 87–8
corn-drying:
Baliscate 54, 55;
Blarghour Farm 48, 49;
Broo 172; Glen Affric 108;

John o’Groats 96; Jura 46;
Lary Burn 24;
Powmyre Quarry 33;
Rona 116;
Tomchrasky 120;
West Bold 172
corn-drying/lime 44, 45
lime:
Auchnagallin 98, 99;
Boghall 67; Pittiely Burn 158;
Tullich 24
Kilspindie (P & K), Pitroddie Farm 155–6
Kiltarlity (Highld):
Balgate Wood 110;
Bruiach Farm 110;
Bruiach House 110; church 110;
saw mill 110–11
Kincardine (Aberdeens):
castle 21–2, 22; park 22
Kincardine (Fife),
Keir Wood Fort 85, 85
Kincardine O’Neil (Aberdeens):
Ennets Farm 26;
Hillhead of Dess 26
Kinclaven (P & K), Ballathie 156
Kincraig estate (Highld),
community project 203
Kinghorn (Fife), Grange 86
Kingussie (Highld):
Killiehuntly 111, 111; museum 203;
Ruthven Barracks 111
Kinloch (P & K),
Buzzart Dykes 156, 156
Kinloss (Moray), RAF chapel 9
Kinross (P & K):
Billiard Hall 156;
Classlochie 156;
Scotlandwell 156–7
Kintore (Aberdeens):
cable trench 26;
Hill of Boghead 26;
Lincrieff 26
Kirkcaldy (Fife), Coptic church 9
Kirkcudbright (D & G):
axe 65–6; Saddler’s Croft 62
Kirkfieldbank (S Lans),
water pipe 178–9
Kirkhill (Aberdeen), survey 13
Kirkhill (P & K), signal station 161
Kirkhope (Borders),
Kirkhope Tower 167–8
Kirkintilloch (E Duns),
Lairdsland primary school 67–8
Kirkliston (Edin), tram project 83–4
Kirknewton (W Loth),
community hall 187
Kirkpatrick Durham (D & G),
Tarbreoch 62
Kirkton (Aberdeens) 26
Kirkwall (Orkney):
Scapa Bay 140, 200, 201;
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Upper Berryhill 140–1
Kirroughtree Visitor Centre (D & G),
road/track 63–4
Knapdale (Ag & B):
Creag Mhadaidh 56;
Crear Burn 56;
Dun Mhuirich 56;
Stronachullin 56–7, 57
knives
copper alloy 99, 100
iron 47, 93, 98
stone 42, 43, 175
Knockhill (Fife), Outh Muir 85
knocking stone 49
Knocknagael (Highld), substation 105
Knocknairs Moor (Inver), survey 123
Lairg (Highld), wind farm 112
Lanark (S Lans), Friars Lane 178
Langhaugh Mill (Borders) 163
Langholm Castle (D & G) 63
Lanton (Borders):
Lanton Mill Farm 167; toggle 167
Larbert (Falk), lade 85
Lasswade (Midloth):
Borders Railway Project 125–6;
Mavisbank House 124
Latheron (Highld),
Burn of Whilk wind farm 112–13
Latheronwheel (Highld),
Shore Park 113
Lauder (Borders):
Girthgate wind farm 168;
health centre 168;
primary school 168
lazy beds:
Achiltibuie 102; Colonsay 39;
Inverchaolain 46; Islay 48;
Jura 46; Lewis 191; Mull 54
Leask (Aberdeens),
Knapsleask Steading 31
Ledaig (Ag & B),
land south of bunker 37
Ledcharrie (Stirlg),
hydro-electric scheme 180
Ledgowan (Highld), survey 96
Leith (Edin):
Casselbank Street 76;
Constitution Street 76;
Fort House 78;
Seafield Street 81;
West Bowling Green Street 82–3
Leny Burn (Stirlg),
hydro-electric scheme 179
Leslie (Aberdeens),
Windyfield Rhynie WTW 29
Leuchars (Fife):
axe 86, 86; RAF chapel 9, 9
Lewis (W Isles):
Beinn Ghrideag 194;
Callanish 194–7, 195, 196, 198;
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Ceann Reamhar 197;
Cnoc Leathann 197–8;
Galson 210;
Gearrannan 198;
Gleann Mor Barabhais 190–1, 191;
Loch Sminig 191; Lundale 189;
Pabaigh Mòr 198;
St Columba’s church 194;
Seann Tom 209–10;
Tràigh na Beirigh 198–9, 199
Liberton (Edin), Inch House 79
lighthouse 174, 174
Linlithgow (W Loth):
Kettilstoun Mains 187;
Parkhead 187;
Star and Garter Hotel 187
Linnvale (W Duns), canal 185
Lintrathen (Angus), Brankam Hill 36
Little Dunkeld (P & K), A9 158
Little Loch Broom (Highld),
Ardessie 108
Livingston (W Loth):
Alderstone Road 187–8;
Castle Greg 188, 188;
Wellhead Farm 188
Loch Arienas (Highld), kerb cairn 114
Loch Awe (Ag & B):
Balliemeanoch 48;
Blarghour 48–9
Loch Broom (Highld), Ardcharnich 113
Loch Buidhe (Highld), Torbreck
longhouse 97
Loch Laxford (Highld), wreck 189
Loch Leven (P & K), St Serf’s Island 204
Loch Tummel (P & K),
Queens View Visitor Centre 148
Lochaline (Highld), Kinlochteacuis 114
Lochalsh (Highld),
Loch na Smeoraich 113
Lochbroom (Highld),
Wedigs Community Project 102–4, 102
Lochgoilhead (Ag & B),
Rest and Be Thankful 55
Lochrosque (Highld), survey 96
Lockerbie (D & G):
Burnswark 61; chisel/axe 60–1
logboats 155, 210–11
Logie (Stirlg), Abbey Craig 182
Logierait (P & K), Balarchibald 158
Longforgan (P & K), Woodlands 158
Longformacus (Borders),
Fallago Rig wind farm 168, 168
longhouses:
Glen Vidigill 95;
Glenrath Hope 169;
Lair 157, 157;
Lesmoir 29;
Lower Caen 106–7, 107;
Torbreck 97
loom weights 147, 151, 168
Lossiemouth (Moray),

Innes Links 200, 201
Lower Polmaise (Stirlg),
The Kennels 182
Lub Dubh-Aird (Highld), survey 189
Lurg Moor (Inver), survey 121, 122–3, 123
Lynchat (Highld), souterrain 203
Machrihanish (Ag & B),
Dunelm Cottage 38
Manor Valley (Borders),
Glenrath Hope 168–9, 169
Marwick (Orkney) 134
Maryculter (Aberdeens), Blairs 26–7
Marykirk (Aberdeens), Brigton Farm 27
mason’s mark 33
Mellon Udrigle (Highld),
roundhouse 101–2
Melrose (Borders):
abbey 169–70, 170;
Abbotsford House 169;
Borders Railway Project 125–6;
Old Melrose 170
Melvich (Highld):
Ackron 101;
Golval Farm 101
memorial cross 110
Methlick (Aberdeens), Haddo House 27
Methven (P & K), hoard 158
middens:
Ardskenish 38–9;
Lewis 198–9, 199;
Ness of Brodgar 144;
Sanday 135, 141;
Tarradale 120;
Vatersay 189, 190
Midlothian 124–6
Midmar (Aberdeens):
Easter Tulloch 27;
landscape survey 27;
Roadside of Corsindae 27
mills
grain:
Bridge of Don 14;
Clinterty 13–14;
Drumtochty 21;
Edinample 179;
Ennets Farm 26; Gordon 165;
John o’Groats 95–6, 96;
Knapsleask Steading 31
ore-processing:
Corrantree 90; Tyndrum 182
paper:
Inverurie 25–6;
Stoneywood 13, 13
textile:
Haddington 71;
Langhaugh 163
timber:
Edinample 179;
Kiltarlity 110–11
not specified:
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Achnacarry 107;
Bennachie 25;
Glamis 208; Larbert 85;
Petersfield 25, 25;
Pitfichie 28;
Whitehaugh Forest 17
millstones 15, 46, 96
Mingulay (W Isles),
chapel and presbytery 190
mining sites:
Bilston 124; Chain Burn 62;
Corrantree 90, 90;
Craigshinnie 62;
Edinburgh 76, 78;
Galloway Forest Park 63;
Lead Mine Burn 176;
Netherton 178;
Prestopans 73;
Stronachullin 56, 57;
Tyndrum 181–2, 181
Mintlaw (Aberdeens):
Aden Park 28, 28;
North Woods 26
moated site 93, 93
Mochrum (D & G),
Dounan Moor township 64
Moncreiffe Hillfort (P & K) 151
Moneydie (P & K), A9 158
Monifieth (Angus),
Ethiebeaton Farm 36
Montrose (Angus):
Montrose Beach 36;
Sunnyside Hospital 36
Monymusk (Aberdeens),
Pitfichie 27–8, 27
Moray 9, 126–34, 203
Morham (E Loth), castle 72
mosques 9
mottes 72, 74, 110, 161, 204, 205
mounts
Roman 161–2, 161
medieval 148–9, 155, 184
Muirkirk (E Ayrs),
Auldhouseburn Farm 66
Mull (Ag & B):
Ardnacross 54;
Baliscate Chapel 54–5, 55;
Garmony 58; HLA project 203;
Kilvickeon church 50, 50;
Lochdon 58;
Torran Lochdarach 51, 51
Musdale (Ag & B), wind farm 54
musket balls 40, 182, 184
Muthill (P & K):
Duchlage Farm 158–9;
Old Church 159
Nenthorn (Borders),
Smiddy Corner 170
Ness of Burgi (Shet) 208
New Cumnock (E Ayrs),

Greenburn mine 66–7
Newbattle (Midloth):
Newbattle Abbey House 125;
viaduct 126
Newbigging (S Lans), quarry 177–8
Newburgh (Aberdeens),
Toors O’Ythan 22
Newhills (Aberdeen),
park and ride site 13
Newton (Midloth),
Borders Railway Project 125–6
Newton (Moray), quern 133, 133
Newton Mearns (E Rens),
Barcapel Fields 74
Newtonmore (Highld),
Croftroy 203, 203
Nigg (Aberdeen):
Blackhills Quarry 14;
Nigg Bay 11, 11;
Redcraigs Steading 14;
Tullos Hill 12
Nigg (Highld):
church 115; Easter and Wester
Rarichie 114–15, 115
North Ayrshire 134
North Berwick (E Loth):
Castle Hill 72; Gilsland 72–3;
Mains Farm 73
North Kessock (Highld) 111
North Lanarkshire 134
North Roe (Shet), survey 174–5
North Uist (W Isles):
Loch Paible 191–3, 192;
survey 203
North Water Bridge (Angus) 200
Oathlaw (Angus), Finavon Doocot 36
Oban (Ag & B):
Dunbeg 53; Dunollie 53
Old Kilpatrick (W Duns),
Kirk Crescent 185
Ordiequish (Moray), survey 126–7
Ordiquhill (Aberdeens),
Greendykes 28
Orkney 134–46, 200, 201
Ormiston (E Loth), medical centre 73
Oronsay (Ag & B), designation 200
Orphir (Orkney), Smoogro 141
Out Skerries (Shet),
Kennemerland wreck 174
Oyne (Aberdeens),
Bennachie 17, 28–9
Paisley (Rens):
abbey 162; town hall 162
Palnure (D & G), mine 63
palstave, Bronze Age 64–5, 65
Peebles (Borders):
Cavalry Court 170;
Cross Kirk 170–1
peg, wooden 192, 192

Pencaitland (E Loth), church 73
pendant, medieval 157
Perth (P & K):
Atholl Place 159;
Balhousie Castle 159;
George Street 159;
Jeanfield House 159–60;
King Street 160
Perth & Kinross 147–61, 203, 205,
209, 210
Peterculter (Aberdeen):
Kingshill 14–15; South Lasts 15
Peterhead (Aberdeens), Harbour Street
and James Street 29, 29
Pictish stones:
Ardjachie 119; Manbean 130;
Shandwick 115–16; Tullich 24
pilgrim badge 150
pins
Iron Age 121, 121, 128, 141
ring-headed 129
Pitmedden (Aberdeens),
Pitmedden House 32
Plean (Stirlg):
North Lodge 184–5;
West Plean 185
Plockton (Highld), watermain 113
plough marks 20, 34, 111, 120, 179, 193;
see also ard marks
Pluscarden Abbey (Moray) 130
Polwarth (Borders),
Marchmont House 171
poorhouses 76, 81
Portobello (Edin), Bridge Street 75
potato pits 106
pottery
Neolithic:
Balbithan 21;
Elgin 130;
Forres 131;
Newbigging 178;
Orkney 135;
Powmyre Quarry 33;
South Uist 193
Beaker:
Ardjachie 119;
Clarkly Hill 129;
South Uist 193
Bronze Age:
Carscreugh 64;
Drone Hill 164;
Kilmagadwood 160, 160;
Tullos Hill 12
Iron Age/later prehistoric:
Colonsay 40;
Stirling 183, 183
medieval:
Bannockburn/Cambusbarron
184; Cromarty 98;
Dunning 153; Stirling 184
post-medieval:
233

INDEX

Inchnadamph 93;
Lower Caen 106
not dated:
Achiltibuie 102;
Colonsay 39; Islay 47
Prestopans (E Loth),
Dolphinstone Farm 73
promontory forts see hillforts/
promontory forts
quarries:
Bennachie 28;
Boghall 67;
Cowieslinn 165;
Gartly 23;
Grut Wells 175;
Inverchaolain 46;
Torrin 118;
Vatersay 189; Wyre 141
Quarrywood (Moray), survey 133–4
Quendale (Shet),
Broo township 172–4, 173
quern support 113
querns:
Clarkly Hill 129;
Comar Wood Dun 109;
Cromarty 98; Eday 137;
Glasserton 61;
Inchnadamph 93;
Newton 133, 133
Quothquan (S Lans),
Parkhouse Farm 179
Rachan (Borders), Rachan Wood 163
radiocarbon dates 209–13
Achiltibuie 103;
Achnahaird 103;
Achtercairn 103–4;
Banks Hill 62;
Buzzart Dykes 156;
Cairns 142, 143;
Cleigh Mill 53;
Drone Hill 164;
Easter Rarichie 114;
Inchnadamph 93;
Islay 47, 51;
Kincardine 22;
Loch Rhue 103;
Lochboisdale 194;
Pitkerro 66; Rousay 141;
Strathain 103; Tarland 32;
Tarradale 120;
Tràigh na Beirigh 198;
Tullich 24;
Upper Manbean 130
railways/railway buildings 201
A9 158; Alford Valley 26;
Auldhouseburn Farm 66;
Borders Railway Project 125–6, 163;
Clachnaharry 201;
Edinburgh 75, 82;
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Eskbank 125–6;
Galafoot 163;
Gleneagles 148;
Glenesk 126;
Innerleithen 166;
Killin 180–1, 180;
Lothianbridge 126;
Mid Clyth to Lybster 113;
North British Railway 125, 126, 163;
Skye Marble Line 118;
Stow 163;
Waverley Railway 126, 163
see also tramways
Ratho (Edin), Hillwood Farm South 84
Rattray (P & K):
Blackhills 161, 161;
Mains of Rattray 161
Redgorton (P & K), A9 158
Refrewshire 161–2
Rerrick (D & G), palstave 64–5, 65
Resolis (Highld), Kirkmichael 116
Reston (Borders), Blackhouse 163
Rhum (Highld), Kilmory 117–18, 118
Rhynie (Aberdeens):
Clashindarroch 25;
environs project 30, 30;
Lesmoir 29–30
rig and furrow
Aberdeenshire:
Balbithan 20;
Bennachie 28;
Birse 16;
Chapel of Garioch 17;
Chapelton of Elsick 20;
Dyce 13; Fetteresso 23;
Kingshill 14–15;
Leuchar Moss 20;
Maryculter 27;
Midmar 27; Mintlaw 26;
Windyfield Rhynie 29
Angus 33, 35
Argyll & Bute 48, 52, 56
Borders 165, 172
Dumfries & Galloway 64
East Ayrshire 66, 67
East Renfrewshire 74
Edinburgh 76
Glasgow 88
Highland 91, 108, 117, 118, 128
Moray 130
Orkney 138
Perth & Kinross 149
South Lanarkshire 178
West Dunbartonshire 185
West Lothian 188
ring cairns:
Balbithan 20, 21;
Blackhills 32, 32;
Delfour 203;
Inverarnie 99; Lair 157, 157;
Tullos Hill 12

ring ditches 16, 30, 152
roads/tracks
Roman:
Birrens 63;
Braidwood 125;
Castle Greg 188;
Lurg Moor 121, 122–3, 123;
Plean 185; Stirling 182
military:
Bunzeach 31;
Culachy Estate 94;
Inverawe to Bridge of Orchy
37–8, 38
medieval–post-medieval:
Cromarty 98; Iona 49–50;
Melrose 170
post-medieval:
Bennachie 25, 28;
Gartly Moor 22;
Kilbride 56;
Kirroughtree 63–4;
Mull 54;
Roshven 92, 92
not dated:
Corniehaugh 130, 131;
Drumtochty 21;
Elchies 132;
Glen Affric 108;
Ordiequish 127;
Quarrywood 134;
Teindland 133
Roberton (Borders), brooch 171
rock art, Neolithic 91–2, 92, 144;
see also cup marks
rock shelters
see caves/rock shelters
Rona (Highld), Braig 116
rope works 182
Rosehaugh (Highld), estate 93
Roseisle (Moray),
Clarkly Hill 128–9, 129
Rosemarkie (Highld):
caves 117, 117;
Gallanfield Avenue 117
Rosewell (Midloth),
Newbigging Cottages 124
Roshven (Highld):
fish trap 92; kennels 92, 92;
Roshven House 92, 92
Rothes (Moray):
Ben Aigan 127; survey 133;
wind farm 128
round barrows 62, 96, 108, 121
The Roundel (P & K), hillfort 154, 154
roundhouses:
Achiltibuie 102, 102, 103;
Achtercairn 103, 103–4, 104;
Aden Park 28;
Altbreck Broch 112;
Balbithan 20, 21;
Bettyhill 100;
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Black Loch of Myrton 61, 61;
Blackhills 161, 161;
Burnhead Moor/Maukinhill Moor 122;
Clarkly Hill 129, 129;
Colonsay 39;
Dell of Inshes 105;
Easter Rarichie 114, 115;
Forres 131;
Glenrath Hope 168–9, 169;
Hill of Glaschyle 130; Lair 157;
Lochbroom 102;
Mellon Udrigle 101–2;
Rhue 102–3;
South Ronaldsay 142, 142, 143;
Strathain 103; Tullos Hill 12;
Usinish 205;
Wester Rarichie 114–15
see also hut circles; wheelhouses
Rousay (Orkney):
Knowe of Lairo 213;
Knowe of Rowiegar 212–13;
Knowe of Swandro 141–2;
Knowe of Yarso 213;
Midhowe 213;
radiocarbon dates 212–13
Roybridge (Highld),
Bohuntin burial ground 108
St Abbs (Borders), Kirk Heugh 164
St Andrews (Fife):
Abbey Walk 86; Links 202;
St Mary’s Quad 87;
St Nicholas House 87;
South Street 87
St Cyrus (Aberdeens),
Ecclesgreig Gardens 31
St Kilda (W Isles), Village Bay 191
Saline (Fife), old churchyard 86
Sanday (Orkney):
Howar 135; Meur Mound 141
Sanquhar (D & G), wind farm 65
Sark (D & G), battlefield 201
saw pits 131, 134
Scalloway (Shet):
Scord 176; water main 176
Scaniport (Highld),
Cullaird Farm Cottage 99
schools 44, 77–8, 80
Scone (P & K), Bonhard Park 161
Scottish Borders see Borders
sculpture 203, 208
Coldingham 164, 164;
Edzell 35, 35;
Hall of Auchincross Farm 67;
Kilvickeon 50;
Kirkcudbright 62;
Melrose 170, 170
see also architectural fragments;
balls, carved stone; cross slabs;
cross-marked stones; cupmarks;
rock art

seal matrix 155
Selkirk (Borders):
Sunderland Cottages 171;
Yarrowford 171
Shandwick (Highld),
Shandwick Stone 115–16
shears, iron 143
sheep, structures associated with:
Barran 43; Bunzeach 31;
Dounan Moor 64;
Druimavuic 37;
Golval 101;
Greendykes 28;
Inverchaolain 46; Killin 181;
Kilmonivaig 108;
Langwell 108; Mull 54, 55;
Sinclair’s Bay 121;
Skelpick 101;
Stronachullin 56;
Uachdar Mhaluidh 44;
West Bold 172
see also shielings
Shetland 172–6
shield 184
shield boss 184
shielings
Aberdeenshire:
Bunzeach 31;
Lary Burn 24
Angus 35
Argyll & Bute:
Blarghour Farm 48;
Druimavuic 37, 37;
Inverchaolain 45–6, 46;
Kilmichael Glassary 53
Highland:
Achnalea 90;
Achtercairn 103;
Allt Garbh 109–10, 110;
Allt Raoicidhdail 89, 89;
Bealach na Gaoithe 91;
Beinn Mhor 110;
Braehour Forest 104;
Culachy Estate 94;
Glen Convinth 110;
Golval 101;
Guisachan 110;
Skelpick 101; Skye 118
Perth & Kinross:
Airigh Coirein a’Chinn 150, 150;
Craig Formal 150;
Pitmackie 151
Stirling:
Benmore Burn 180;
Ledcharrie 180
Western Isles 194, 205
shooting butts:
Altbreck 112;
Clashindarroch 25;
Cochno Hill North 185;
Damsay 138;

Hill of Glaschyle 130;
Inverchaolain 46; Jura 46;
Killiehuntly 111; Melvich 101
Strath Mor 89
shrine 60
signal posts, Roman 122, 161
Sillyearn (Moray), survey 131
Skye (Highld):
Achnahannaid 116, 116;
Ardvasar Youth Hostel 117;
Broadford 118; Elgol 118;
Glen Vidigill 94–5;
Kraiknish Dun 95, 95;
Peinvraid 118, 118;
Strollamus 118, 118;
water main 118, 118
souterrains:
Birse 16; Coll 38;
Lynchat 203;
South Ronaldsay 142, 143;
Usinish 205
South Ayrshire 176–7
South Lanarkshire 177–9, 205, 210
South Queensferry (Edin), Agilent
Technologies 74
South Ronaldsay (Orkney),
The Cairns 142–3, 142
South Uist (W Isles):
An Doirlinn 193–4, 193;
Hartavagh 189;
Kildonan School shieling 194;
Lochboisdale Regeneration Project 194;
Locheynort 189;
Stulaigh 189; survey 203;
Usinish 205, 205, 206
Spean Bridge (Highld),
Blairour Wood 108
spindle whorls 98, 168, 168
Spittalfield (P & K), Delvine 148–9
Spott (E Loth), The Bowerhouse 73
Sprouston (Borders),
Stonehouse Cottage 171
square barrows
30, 30, 121, 140, 140, 200
stables 59, 74, 77, 81, 89, 167, 186
Stain (Highld), pin 121, 121
Stallashaw Moss (S Lans),
Muir Hall wind farm 177
standing stones:
Blackhills 32;
Clarkly Hill 129;
Kilmichael Glassary 53;
Lesmoir 29;
Mony’s Stone 120;
Nether Largie 52–3;
Orkney 134; Tiree 57
Stanley (P & K), Old England 156
Stenness (Orkney):
Ness of Brodgar 143–4, 144, 145;
Ness of Brodgar passing place
144–5, 146
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Stenton (E Loth), Stenton House 69
stills 23, 23, 24, 107;
see also distillery
Stirling 179–85
Stirling (Stirlg):
Beechwood Park 182;
Cambuskenneth Abbey 182–3;
Carse Fields 184;
castle esplanade 183;
King’s Knot 183;
King’s Park 183, 183;
St Ninian’s church 183;
Viewforth 183–4
stone alignment 189–90
stone circles:
Blackhills 32, 32;
Callanish 194–7, 195, 196;
Clarkly Hill 128–9;
Croft Moraig 210
stone settings 128–9, 129
stone vessels 102
Stonehouse (S Lans), Dovesdale Farm 178
Stoneywood (Aberdeen),
Paper Mill 13, 13
Stow (Borders), railway 163
Strachur (Ag & B), hydro-electric
scheme 57
Straiton (S Ayrs), Genoch Farm 177
strap distributor, medieval 128
Strath Glass (Highld),
Comar Wood Dun 109, 109
Strathaven (S Lans):
Peelhill Farm hoard 210;
West Newton Farm 177
Strathdon (Aberdeens), Bunzeach 31
Strathlachan (Ag & B):
Evanachan 57; Lachlan Castle 57
Strathnaver (Highld), Skelpick 101
Stronsay (Orkney), wind farm 146
Sumburgh Head (Shet) 174, 174
swords
Bronze Age 36, 36, 65
Iron Age 149
post-medieval 94, 94
Tain (Highld), Ardjachie 118–19
Tanent (E Loth),
Tranent Mains Farm 73
Tannadice (Angus),
water main trench 36
tannery 150
Tantallon Castle (E Loth) 73
Tarbat (Highld), Tarrel Dun 119, 119
Tarbert (Ag & B), castle 47
Tarland (Aberdeens):
Alastrean Quarry 31–2;
Blackhills 32, 32
Teindland (Moray), survey 133
Temple (Midloth),
Old Manse Garden 125
Terregles (D & G), Barnhill 65
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terrets, Iron Age 149, 149, 162
thimbles 69, 184
Thurso (Highld), substation 120
Tibbers Castle (D & G) 204, 205, 206
timber circles 62
time capsule 182
Tingwall (Shet), water main 176
Tinwald (D & G),
Jericho Bridge Quarry 65
Tiree (Ag & B):
HLA project 203;
water mains 57–8, 57
toggle, Iron Age 167
Tomatin (Highld), Balvraid 114
tomb slabs
see gravestones/tomb slabs
Tomchrasky (Highld),
hydro-electric scheme 120
Tomich (Highld):
Beinn Mhor 110; Guisachan 110
Tongland (D & G), fish house 65
Tongue (Highld), axe 120
Torwoodlee (Borders), gate piers 163
tramways 90, 182
Tullich (Aberdeens),
burial ground 24, 24
Tullynessle (Aberdeens),
Whitehaugh Forest 17
Twechar (E Duns), Glen Shirva Road 67
Tweedbank (Borders), evaluation 163
Tyndrum (Stirlg), lead mine 181–2, 181
Tywnholm (D & G),
Knockendurrick Hill 66
Ullapool (Highld):
Rhue 102–3;
Strathain 103
Unstan (Orkney),
chambered cairn 146
Uphall (W Loth),
St Nicholas church steading 188
Vatersay (W Isles),
Am Meall 189–90, 190
viaducts
see bridges/viaducts
Walkerburn (Borders):
Holylee Estate 166;
West Bold 172
Walls (Orkney), landscape project 140
washhouses 71, 81
water works 87
watermeadow 23
weight 36
wells:
Aberdeen 12;
Arecleoch 176;
Cranshaws 165;
Deanshaugh 19, 130;
East Calder 187;

Edinburgh 74, 84;
Inverie 104; Kelso 167;
Melrose 169; Rona 116;
Sherrifhall 125;
Tibbers Castle 205;
Whitehaugh Forest 17
West Browncastle (S Lans),
wind farm 178
West Dunbartonshire 185
West Lothian 185–8
Wester Shian (P & K), Shian Burn 151
Wester Yardhouses (S Lans) 178
Western Isles 189–99, 205, 209–10
Westhill (Aberdeens), Broadshade 31
Westray (Orkney):
Knowe of Skea 200;
Noltland Castle 146
Westruther (Borders),
Wedderlie Farm 172
Weydale (Highld), survey 120
wheelhouses 102, 205
whetstones 47, 147
White Castle (E Loth) 69–70, 70
Whiteash (Moray), Chapelford 126
Whitelees Moor (Inver), survey 122
Whithorn (D & G), sword 65
Wick (Highld), Sinclair’s Bay 121
Wilkieston (Edin),
Bonnington House 84
World War I structures 203, 207–8
Dreghorn Woods 77;
Maidencraig 11;
Orkney 200, 201;
World War II structures:
Alness Point 117;
Crianlarich 180; Drem 68–9;
Dyce 13; Edinburgh 84;
Fearn 101, 101; Granton 83;
Hunter’s Quay 41;
Lossiemouth–Kingston 200, 201;
North Connel 37;
Orkney 141, 200;
Roshven 92;
Sinclair’s Bay 121;
Sumburgh Head
174, 174; Tiree 57, 57
wreck sites 88, 88, 174, 189, 201
Wyre (Orkne--y), Braes of Ha’Breck 141
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