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Editorial policy

Since the first volume in 1947 Discovery and excavation in
Scotland (DES) has played a vitally important role in Scottish
archaeology. Each new issue offers a simple way to keep up
to date with current work in the field, and the back issues
provide a research tool for anyone seeking information about
the archaeology of Scotland.
The full run of DES is now available digitally, with the
exception of the most recent two volumes. These are
available in print form to members of Archaeology Scotland.
All volumes from 1947 onwards are available as PDF files.
They may be downloaded for research and teaching purposes
but must not be resold or made available on any other
website or any other medium with or without charge, unless
with the prior written consent of Archaeology Scotland and
the relevant copyright holders. The digital archive may be
accessed via a link on the Archaeology Scotland website.
DES is not intended as a medium for final publication. It is
a reference work, an annual summary of activity in technical
form. A fuller account will eventually appear in print
elsewhere, and/or further detailed records will be deposited
with the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS: formerly referred to
as NMRS) and in the appropriate museum service. It is a
condition of Historic Scotland funding that entries should be
supplied for publication in DES.
Archaeology Scotland publishes DES as a service to its
members and to archaeology generally. It is aimed at a
readership with a specialist interest in archaeology and
welcomes contributions from all sectors of the archaeological
community. Its production represents a significant percentage
of Archaeology Scotland’s annual income. Financial support
is received from various bodies for entries relating to their
work, and further contributions are received for reports on
developer-funded projects.
DES aims to provide a rapid, comprehensive summary of all
4

archaeological work undertaken in Scotland each year by the
end of May in the succeeding year. This imposes a very tight
timescale on the production process. These considerations
underlie and constrain the editorial policy reflected in the
notes for contributors below. It seeks to balance maximum
information value and accuracy with speed of production
and minimum cost. It is divided into two sections: notes for
contributors on the format and deadlines for submissions,
and a section on conventions, arranged in alphabetical order.

Acknowledgements
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1 Notes for contributors
1.1
Content of DES
The editor will accept appropriate accounts of all forms of
archaeological discoveries. It is preferable to submit entries
in the year of discovery, but contributions may also be
submitted up to three years later. They may cover:
• Assessment (desk-based assessments should only be
submitted if undertaken as part of additional work)
• Evaluation
• Watching brief
• Excavation
• Geophysical or other field survey
• Fieldwalking
• Historic building survey
• Palaeoenvironmental studies
• Finds studies
• Records of stray finds
• Public access projects including Adopt-a-Monument
• Full bibliographic references for the final publication, in
any medium, of work previously recorded in DES.
Text format and deadlines
1.2
• Please supply contributions as a Word attachment via
email. In addition, one hard copy of each contribution
and a disk with the entries and any illustrations should
be submitted. Each contribution should be printed out on
a separate page following the standard format, and typed
or clearly printed in single spacing.
• Professional organisations should submit text in the
format requested by the editor. Individuals may submit
text in the format of the sample entry below.
• Contributions may be sent in at any time during the year.
The final deadline for inclusion of contributions in the
volume for the current year is 15 November. Contributions
received after that date will be included in the next year’s
volume.
• All entries should acknowledge the contributor(s),
organisation(s) and appropriate funder(s).
• The contributors’ contact addresses will be listed at the
back of the volume.
• The editor will not accept anonymous contributions.
• Contributions should be sent to Dr Paula Milburn at
RCAHMS, John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace,
Edinburgh EH8 9NX.
• Email Paula.Milburn@rcahms.gov.uk
Illustration format
1.3
• We will include illustrations to accompany your entry
whenever possible, provided they are of appropriate
quality. We particularly welcome plans of large-scale
excavations and surveys.
• Please supply colour and black and white greyscale
images as jpg or tif files at a minimum resolution of
300dpi.
• Black and white bitmap images should ideally be saved at
1200dpi, and no lower than 800dpi for optimum printing.
• Please supply a hard copy of each image, labelled on the
back with local authority area, site name and file name,
and a numbered list of captions cross-referencing images
and files.
• Do not embed images in Word files.
Editorial process
1.4
• Copyright for text and images published in DES will
rest with Archaeology Scotland. Entries will normally
be added to CANMORE, the RCAHMS online database

(www.rcahms.gov.uk).
• Contributors should ensure they have copyright clearance
for images not their own before submission.
• The editor will apply the standards and conventions of
these notes, as indicated in the sample entry below.
• The editor reserves the right to shorten contributions.
Because survey observations can be replicated, these
are subject to heavier editing than excavation reports,
which are records of unrepeatable work. Negative reports
(where no archaeology was found) should be as short as
possible.
• Badly written, very long or controversial contributions
may be returned to the contributor for revision.
• Contributors will not receive proofs of edited contributions.
• The contributor is responsible for the accuracy of entries,
and all enquiries concerning content should be referred
to the contributor. Contributors may be asked to verify
their contributions. The editor will not enter into lengthy
correspondence with contributors.
1.5
Sample entry
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Berry Burn Wind Farm
Evaluation and survey
Sarah-Jane Haston – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 07032 46223 An archaeological evaluation was
undertaken in July 2006 to ascertain whether there were
any archaeological constraints upon the location of a turbine
forming part of the Berry Burn wind farm. The proposed
turbine location lies near the prehistoric field system at
Rochuln (NJ04NE 3).
Seven trenches were excavated, covering 392m2, equivalent
to just over 5% of the available area. The present ground
surface was at 310m OD. The trenches were excavated through
varying depths of peat, and all came down onto natural sand
with frequent boulders protruding from the bedrock. In some
places an iron-pan had developed before the onset of peat
accumulation. Large tree trunks were visible within the peat
at depths between 0.4m and 0.7m.
The evaluation identified three lengths of dry stone
walling, comprising two separate structures lying on top of
the natural subsoil and sealed beneath up to 0.7m of peat. Of
unknown date or function, they may be associated with an
early field system. All three features lie on the very E margin
of the Turbine 30 location and c45m from the centre point of
the turbine base.
Three linear banks that lay outside the limits of the previous
work undertaken by the RCAHMS (survey DC17478/PO)
were surveyed.
Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland SMR
Funder: Entec UK

[Contact details for organisation/individual name – for
contributors list]
1.6
Format for editors
[Local authority]
[Parish]
Site name
Type(s) of project
Name of contributor(s) – Name of organisation
National Grid Reference (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) [space]
[Report]
[tab] second and subsequent paragraphs
Location of archive and/or report [no full point]
Funder: [no full point]
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2 Conventions
2.1
Abbreviations and acronyms
• Do not punctuate abbreviations or acronyms, eg RCAHMS,
National Museums Scotland, mm, m, Fig
• Use N, S, E, W, NE, SSE, E–W, and N–S for cardinal points
and directions. Spell out northwards, southern etc in full.
2.2
Bibliographic references
• It will not normally be necessary to provide references for
entries in the DES county list.
• References to previous DES entries for the same site
should be in the form DES 2001, 92–93.
• For other references follow the Harvard system. Cite the
reference in the text as the author’s name and the year of
publication, with page and illustration references. Provide
a full list of references in alphabetical order at the end of
the entry. Use the CBA journal abbreviations.
• Take the title from the title page, not from the spine or
elsewhere on the cover. The title should be transcribed
exactly as to wording and spelling but not necessarily
as to punctuation and capitalisation. This means that
except for proper names, only the first word of a title
should be capitalised and no full stop is necessary at the
end of the title.
Dates
2.3
• Cite dates as 30 July 1893.
• Use the form 5th century, 3rd millennium.
• Note that dates used as adjectives are hyphenated;
5th-millennium date, 18th-century moulding.
• Use 1590s, 1930s.
• Note the order 49 BC, but AD 1952.
• Elision of dates should be to the shortest form consistent
with clarity, eg 5–15 July, 1745–7.
Geographical references
2.4
• To allow sites/finds to be located to the highest possible
degree of accuracy National Grid references (NGRs)
should be given as two letters and at least eight figures.
Ten figure NGRs would also be most welcome.
• Exceptions are treasure trove locations where the
submitting body feels that a more ambiguous location
is appropriate, or completed work where the locational
information has already been submitted to DES.
• Use current rather than historic local authority divisions
(see map in this volume).
Italics
2.5
• Use italics for the titles of books and journals, eg Discovery
and excavation in Scotland, DES, Proc Soc Ant Scot.
• Use italics for foreign words and quotations, eg c (for
circa), terminus ante quem, honi soit qui mal y pense.
2.6
Numbers and measurements
• Spell out the numbers from one to ten except in
measurements. Numbers 11 and above should be
numerals except where the context makes this awkward
(eg at the beginning of a sentence).
• Figures between 1000 and 9999 do not require a comma.
• Where numbers appear in a sequence, use numerals, eg
of 100 trenches, 74 produced white gritty ware.
• Elision of numbers should be to the shortest form
consistent with clarity, eg 254–8, 116–18, 196–203.
• Cite measurements in kilometres (km), metres (m) or
millimetres (mm). Use the unit that is appropriate for the
accuracy of the measurement.
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• Do not use cm as they are not an SI measurement.
• Do not leave a space between the number and the unit of
measurement.
• In a series of measurements using the same unit only
the last measurement needs to be followed by the unit,
eg 34 x 67 x 83mm.
• The accuracy of measurements and the units used to
describe them will not be comprehensively checked, and
the responsibility for ensuring their accuracy rests with
the contributor.
2.7
Quotations
• Short quotations should be enclosed in single quotation
marks.
• Lengthy quotations (more than five lines) should be
indented, beginning a fresh line, and should not have
quotation marks.
2.8
Spelling
• Spelling should follow the Concise Oxford Dictionary,
preferring the first variants where offered.
• Note the preferred spellings of the following words and
phrases:
1st Edition OS
annexe (noun)
artefact
cup mark
datable
dry stone
gazetteer
ground-breaking
groundwork
gully
hollow-way
hut circle
land use
medieval
metal detecting
millennium
penannular
planticrub
ploughsoil
posthole
rig and furrow
ring ditch
roundhouse
samian
viewshed
walkover
wind farm
Style
2.9
• Contributions should be brief statements of work
undertaken.
• Survey information should be summarised.
• Write simply and clearly.
• Try to be interesting.
• Avoid the use of the passive.

Discovery and excavation in Scotland pro forma
Please supply the following information in this order and format.
If there is more than one item on a line please separate them by using the tab key.

Local authority…………………………………………………………………………...............................................................
Parish……………………………………………………………………………………...............................................................
Site name............................................................................Name of contributor(s)………………………….....................
Type of project.....................................................................Name of organisation…………………….…….......................
National Grid Reference (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures)……………………………………….......................................................
NMRS No(s)/RCAHMS Canmore site number (if known)...................................................................................................
[Report]

Location of archive and/or report ……………………………………………………..............................................................

Funder………………………………………………………………………………….................................................................

Contact details of organisation………………………………………………………….............................................................
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A rc h a e o lo g i c a l Co n t r i b u t i o n s

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SURVEYS

worship record for Angus is now virtually complete, although
a number of chapel and archaeological sites are outstanding.

Aerial reconnaissance

DJ Woolliscroft and B Hoffmann
The following is a list of new sites found from the air by the
Roman Gask Project in 2011.
Funder: The Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

ANGUS
Airlie
NO 326 482
NO 313 470
Oathlaw
NO 454 552
enclosures

Blackhills
Boat Wood

Enclosure
(?)Souterrains

Battledykes

(?)Palisaded

PERTH AND KINROSS
Kettins
NO 231 396
Greenburns
		
Scone
NO 103 275
Stormontfield
to NO 111 301
St Martins
NO 114 314
Berryhill
to NO 115 316
NO 154 331
Birch cottage
		
NO 139 331
Blairmuir Wood

Kilry Church, Glenisla, Angus (Copyright: SCHR)

(?)Track with two
ring features
Road

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY/EDINBURGH/
SCOTTISH BORDERS

The Edinburgh Art College placement students recorded and
prepared 16 churches located in Edinburgh, the Borders, and
Dumfries and Galloway for uploading to the website.
Road
(?)Souterrain
settlement
Rig

Survey of Places of Worship in Scotland

Edwina Proudfoot – Scottish Church Heritage Research (SCHR)
The field survey work has progressed in several areas
during 2011. In addition, office volunteers have taken
forward the research from journals and other publications,
which will be added to the text and to the bibliography.
A small team of volunteers has been continuing the
fieldwork in Fife, revisiting churches of all denominations,
to record the interiors, not originally included in the
survey. Working with the co-ordinator, Jonathan Dowling,
a team of volunteers has been working in Dundee; others
have helped with completing records in Angus. Effort has
also focused on Aberdeenshire, where we concentrated
on parishes S of Inverurie, and these sites are now mainly
documented and online.
Almost all of our survey work is already accessible online
(http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk) and searches may be
made by church name, place name (i.e. village, burgh) or
by parish. Please note, churches are still listed by their 1975
council areas, following the original inventory.

FIFE

About 50 sites have been revisited by the volunteer team.
In addition, a Dunfermline volunteer sent in information
about two churches, complete with historic records. The
Dunfermline mosque has been photographed and work will
be completed during a second visit.

VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME –
ABERDEENSHIRE/ANGUS/DUNDEE

The programme of recording includes a strong team of
volunteers, who have individually visited and researched
about 50 places of worship between January and October
2011. The majority have been uploaded to the website. Most
volunteers are now being encouraged and offered training in
how to prepare text and upload images, so they can see their
work through from start to finish.

ABERDEENSHIRE

A total of 236 sites were visited and researched, with most
now available on the website, although many chapel and
archaeological remains have still to be visited.

ANGUS

A total of 194 places of worship were visited and researched,
with most now available on the website. The places of

Organ in old store, Glen Isla Church, Angus (Copyright: SCHR)
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ABERDEEN CITY
Aberdeen
Bannermill, Cotton Street, Aberdeen
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94928 06625 A standing building survey was carried out,
1–8 February 2011, of the 18th-century mill building prior
to its demolition. The building was originally a grain mill,
which was in the ownership of the NE Farmers Co-operative
and the Hamlyn Milling Co. In 1977 the Shore Porters Society
bought the building but prior to the purchase the grain silos
were removed.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The Shore Porters Society

Bayview Court to Lords Hays Court, Seaton
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94557 08805 A watching brief was carried out 1–15 March
2011 during the laying of pipes for Aberdeen Heat and Power.
Trenches had been cut through the area of Seaton Pottery
and Brickworks prior to the appointment of an archaeologist.
The observed trenches revealed brickworks’ deposits from
a brick and tile works on the site of Seaton Primary School
(DES 2009, 11–12). The finds included bricks, roof tiles and
ceramic water pipes similar to those found on the earlier
evaluation.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen Heat and Power

519 King Street
Evaluation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9422 0797 An evaluation took place on 23 February 2011
on the site of a small commercial development. A well was
shown on the 1st Edition OS map of 1897 but no archaeological
features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Baird’s Pharmacy

Leggart Terrace
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 92764 02810 A 7% evaluation of a 6.1ha site S of Leggart
Terrace was carried out 16–23 March 2011. The steeply
sloped site is adjacent to the River Dee and across the river
from the site of an Early Neolithic structure (DES 2005, 8).
No significant archaeological remains were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dandara

Marischal College Quadrangle/Broad Street
Watching brief
Fraser MacRae – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 94240 06481 A watching brief was undertaken, June–
August 2010 during the excavation of deep drains in the college
quadrangle and on Broad Street. The quadrangle excavations
revealed a series of large cut features, the base for the now
removed McGrigor Obelisk, and a section of granite masonry.
It is possible that the masonry relates to the Franciscan friary
or early college structures. Finds recovered included sherds
of medieval pottery, roof tiles and Flemish floor tiles. A series
of modern made ground deposits, overlying a compacted
surface, of unknown date, were recorded during the Broad
Street excavations.
10

Archive: Aberdeen City Council and RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Marischal College
Watching brief
Cat Peters – Aberdeen City Council Art Gallery and Museums Service
NJ 9424 0653 (centred on) Conversion of Marischal College
into the new headquarters of Aberdeen City Council has
included a range of archaeological work, and the final stages
of this work were carried out 1 January–6 April 2011. A
watching brief undertaken during groundwork associated
with excavations of the Broad Street frontage of the building,
drainage excavations to the W, and new sewage installations
behind the building recorded 29 features and 6 finds.
The most recent features were an area of wooden cassies
and a low boundary wall, which probably dated to the
redesigning of Marischal College frontage in the early 20th
century. A brick-built rectangular structure was identified as
a personnel access chamber or manhole cover of probable
Victorian date. Walls, located to the rear of the building,
must have related to tenement buildings that are depicted
on the OS map of 1865, but not seen on Milne’s Plan of
1789. A construction date of between 1789 and 1865 ties in
neatly with glass and jar finds recovered during excavations.
The majority of the features (seven) located in the Broad
Street frontage area were walls and drains associated with
the cellars of tenement buildings. These were depicted on
Milne’s Plan of 1789 but not on Patterson’s earlier plan of
1746, indicating that these features date from somewhere
between 1746 and 1789, although later alterations may
have occurred. The earliest deposits were recorded from the
drainage excavations on Littlejohn Street, and it is likely that
the organic material was from part of a medieval midden
known to exist in this area.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Pitfodels Station
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 90666 03349 A standing building survey was carried out
on 7 February 2011 at Pitfodels Station and Stationmasters
Cottage prior to conversion work. The station and cottage
were constructed in 1894. The station building is a tall single
storey, 7-bay, rectangular-plan, good quality timber station
building retaining much interior detail. It was formerly part
of a small suburban station complex on Old Royal Deeside
Railway now used as footpath. It has horizontal clap-board
on a granite and concrete base.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr A Hutcheon and Mrs M Logie

The Green Townscape Heritage Initiative
Watching brief
Cat Peters – Aberdeen City Council Art Gallery and Museums Service
NJ 9417 0605 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out
11 August 2009–9 November 2010 during excavations across
ten streets linked to The Green Townscape Heritage Initiative.
A total of 26 features were recorded during excavations
relating to resurfacing work. The majority of the areas
investigated showed high levels of disturbance by services
and cables, with the level of disturbance reflecting the area’s
high occupation levels during Victorian and later periods.
The earliest features were recorded on Rennie’s Wynd and on
Exchange Street, and it is intriguing that it is the alignment of
these streets that has changed most since 1867. The majority
of other finds probably date to the mid and late 19th century

A BERDEEN CIT Y

and indicate occupation during the Victorian period.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Dyce
Aberdeen Airport
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NJ 87564 13517 A watching brief was undertaken March–
May 2011 during construction work at the site of a runway
extension at Aberdeen Airport. The foundations and floors
of a number of structures relating to the use of Aberdeen
Airfield by the RAF in WW2 were uncovered; as were two
small undated pits.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: SKM Environs

Upper Kirkton, Dyce
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 87333 14176 A watching brief was carried out on
31 March 2011 during soil stripping of a 0.5ha area prior
to the construction of a new Dutch barn. No significant
archaeological remains were uncovered.

boundary. The other five features of probable 19th-century
date consisted of two drainage ditches, a stone culvert
drainage gully and two dry stone dykes, and reflected postmedieval agricultural land use. The concrete post, wire
fence and the dry stone dykes were removed. No further
archaeological features were encountered during the related
excavations.
Archive: Aberdeen City Council
Funder: Aberdeen City Council

Plots 15 and 16, Peterseat, Altens
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 95684 03395 A 10% evaluation on plots 15 and 16 on
a 2ha development site was carried out 3–5 February 2011.
Previous work had revealed that the foundations of an antiaircraft battery (used as a German POW camp from 1945–48)
survived in this area. The evaluation uncovered two further
gun emplacements, including one with associated ordnance
store and electricity supply.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forbes Homes

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: William Cruden

Newhills
Kingswells, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 863 066 An evaluation was undertaken 12–23 September
2011 prior to development of a greenfield site at Kingswells.
The evaluation consisted of the excavation of 52 trenches
equating to 8900m2. A 10% evaluation had been planned but
extensive areas of standing water in the SE of the site and the
presence of live services limited the evaluation to c8.9%. The
only features revealed were remnant rig and furrow and the
only find was a single lithic recovered from topsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Drum Property Group

Nigg
Balmoral Park, Wellington Road, Aberdeen
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94160 01708 No significant archaeological remains were
recorded during a 10% evaluation undertaken, 4–8 April
2011, on a 5ha site adjacent to the Loch of Loirston.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Balmoral Park Ltd

Ness Farm and Tullos Hill Landfill Site
Walkover survey and watching brief
Cat Peters – Aberdeen City Council Art Gallery and Museums Service
NJ 9559 0355 (centred on) The closure of the landfill site
at Ness Farm and Tullos Hill required a programme of
groundwork operations to ensure a safe closure. A watching
brief was undertaken March–September 2010, during
groundworks occurring in areas beyond the boundaries of
the known landfill excavations.
A walkover survey of the area to be most affected by the
development revealed a total of six features. A concrete post
and associated wire fence probably marked a 20th-century

Floor of ordnance store associated with gun emplacement, showing entrance
(foreground)

Old Machar
Silverburn, Corunna Road, Bridge of Don
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 94966 09959 A 7% evaluation of a 1.8ha area of land,
adjacent to the coastal dunes E of the former Gordon Barracks,
was carried out 3–4 November 2011 prior to the construction
of houses. No significant archaeological features or finds
were recorded at this site. An evaluation N of the current
site (NJ91SE 43) produced 840 flints, prehistoric pottery and
slag, as well as postholes that probably dated to the later
prehistoric period.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scotia Homes (North) Ltd

Peterculter
Cairnlee Avenue East, Cults
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8834 0279 A watching brief was maintained on 27 June
2011 during the excavation of a drainage trench along the S
side of 37 Cairnlee Avenue East and c4m N of the scheduled
ancient monument of Bieldside Cairn. No features or finds of
archaeological significance were recorded in the 15m long by
11
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0.28m wide and 0.45m deep trench.
Reports: Aberdeen City Council, Historic Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Rose

Loirsbank Road, Cults
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 88798 02541 A 10% evaluation was carried out on 27
January 2011 of a 0.8ha site just N of the River Dee at
Cults, prior to the construction of eight luxury houses. No
significant archaeological remains were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forbes Homes

Aberdeenshire
Alford
Alford School Campus
Metal detector survey
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 56707 16210 A metal detector survey was undertaken 1–12
August 2011 on the site of a proposed school development in
fields to the W of Alford. The area was thought to possibly
contain evidence relating to the Battle of Alford (1645). No
finds of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council Infrastructure Services

Arbuthnott
Mains of Kair, Laurencekirk
Watching brief
Andrew Sibley – AOC Archaeology
NO 7697 7692 A watching brief was undertaken on 20 May
2011 during the construction of a single 15m high wind
turbine. No significant archaeological features or artefacts
were recorded during the excavation of the 5 x 5m and 1m
deep area required for the turbine platform.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: GJC Anderson and Co Ltd

Auchterless
Gordonstown Hill Wind Farm
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 71718 39976 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out in September 2011 on groundworks prior to the erection
of five wind turbines. A total of 97 test pits were excavated,
but no features, deposits or artefacts of archaeological
significance were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Aberdeenshire SMR
Funder: Infinis Ltd

Banchory-Devenick
Badentoy Way, Portlethen
Evaluation
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 9054 9720 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken 10–
14 February 2011 on the site of a large industrial development.
A total of five clearance cairns, ranging between 1.8–3.2m
in diameter were identified, sectioned and recorded. A large
flint pebble flake was recorded on the buried soil beneath
one cairn.
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Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Dreelan Services Ltd

Banchory-Ternan
Milton Cottage/Nether Mills West
Fieldwalking and lithic analysis
Heather M Sabnis – OFARS
NO 7466 9597 and NO 7526 9602 Further fieldwalking
was carried out at 2m intervals in January–March 2011 on
two fields bordering the N bank of the River Dee. This is a
continuation of the survey started in 2008 to discover the
full extent of the flint scatter in Crathes. The first field was
located between Nether Mills West (DES 2008, 16–17) and
the two fields comprising Nether Mills East (DES 2009, 16),
mainly along the river terrace common to both sites. The
second field (Milton Cottage) was in the next field to the W
of the four Nether Mills fields. Flints had been previously
reported in this field by Dr John Grieve in 1973. GPS coordinates were recorded for each find, typically accurate to
2–3m. Distribution figures were calculated on the basis of
flint numbers per 10 x 10msq. The material has been briefly
assessed but not examined in detail.
Milton Cottage The majority of almost 500 flints were
recovered from along the W end of the riverside area, with
a concentration on an area of higher ground. The finds
continued further back in the field and linked up with the
assemblage at the NW end of the Nether Mills site. Flints
were also found in the area bordering the football pitches,
which now occupy the W part of the original field. No flints
were found in the sandy E riverside area. Other areas, looked
at less intensively, yielded very few flints.
A number of diagnostic microliths were found, including a
large wide-based triangle (Early Mesolithic), two typical of the
Late Mesolithic, and one smaller isosceles triangle, possibly
an intermediate form. Cores, mainly single platform, scrapers
and debitage from all stages of raw material preparation and
tool production were also recovered.
This flint scatter is vast. It extends for c1.75km over five
fields along the N bank of the River Dee and could extend
further, through the football pitches to the Coy Burn, on the
W border of the original Milton Cottage field and entering the
River Dee at the SW corner.
Nether Mills West Almost 500 flints were collected from
along the terrace. These were mostly located towards the edge
and increased in concentration at the W end. This scatter is
presumably part of the intensive site in the field to the W.
The assemblage contains all stages of production, from the
preparation of raw material to finished tools. No microliths
were found this year, but scrapers, cores (mainly single
platform) and debitage were recovered. Other areas of the
field (the steep bank to the N, and the sandy lower area to the
S) were walked less intensively, and the few flints recovered
came from close to the terrace.
My thanks go to the late James B Kenworthy for his
assistance and support.
Archive: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS (intended)

Nether Mills of Crathes
Excavation
Jonathan R Trigg – University of Liverpool
NO 7588 9616 Situated at a riverside location, this site was
excavated by the late James Kenworthy between 1978 and
1981, following the collection of a large number of prehistoric
flints by a local fieldwalker. The excavations revealed a
number of postholes, some of which formed the circle of a
possible prehistoric house. Finds included in excess of 20,000
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flints of largely Mesolithic date. The excavations produced a
good archive, which contains charred remains, including a
significant number of hazelnut fragments, from which it is
hoped new radiocarbon dates may be obtained. More recently,
further systematic fieldwalking has revealed a considerable
quantity of flints in fields adjacent to the excavation site (see
above). The original excavator, James Kenworthy, recently
passed away, but analysis and reporting continues. The site
remains of regional and national significance due to the size
of the lithic assemblage and the presence of a presumed house
site, which when considered alongside recent excavations of
Mesolithic settlements, for example at East Barns, Dunbar
can now be more fully contextualised as potentially a key site
of the Mesolithic of Scotland.
Archive and finds: National Museums Scotland
Funder: Historic Scotland

Banff
Banff Castle
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6885 6425 A watching brief was carried out on 11 November
2010 during the excavation of a 5 x 1.8m and 1.9m deep trench
to locate a drain within the scheduled ancient monument of
Banff Castle. The trench was located a few metres E of the
boundary wall separating the site from Castle Street and to
the NE of the wide ditch on the N side of the castle curtain
wall. No archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR, Historic Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: Chap Civil Engineering Ltd

Banff Former Primary School
Evaluation
HK and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6874 6392 (centred on) A 7% evaluation was carried out
17–18 February 2011 on this 1ha site, which lies to the W
side of Walker Avenue and marks the western limit of the
medieval town of Banff. Due to terracing of the site when
the former primary school was built there had been massive
movements of soil around the site, with >2m of redeposited
soil in some of the evaluation trenches. Where the original
buried topsoil was observed, there were small quantities of
pottery of mixed modern and medieval date, derived from
midden manuring and general dumping in the area directly
outside the edge of the medieval town.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Langstane Housing Association

Duff House
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 6906 6334 and NJ 6904 6331 A watching brief was
maintained on 1 August 2011 during the excavation of
trenches to locate and repair a water leak close to the NW
and SW corners of the house. The work exposed a drain
which appeared to be part of the 19th-century layout.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Gordon’s Granaries, Banff
Standing building recording
Claire Herbert – Banff THI (Townscape Heritage Initiative)
NJ 6904 6409 A Level 2 standing building survey was
undertaken between January and March 2010 over the
building complex known as Gordon’s Granaries in Banff in
advance of a proposed redevelopment of the property. The

survey revealed that a building has occupied this site since
at least the early 18th century, and that a granary is known
to have operated on the site from as early as 1843. It was
also discovered that during the 19th century the building
complex was home to a number of families, whilst being
used for industrial purposes. Several interesting architectural
features were recorded during the survey, particularly in
what appears to be the earliest building on the site (facing on
to High Shore), including decorative stone mouldings and an
unusual arched fireplace. Where possible, these features will
be preserved during the proposed development.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council
Funder: Banff THI

Bervie
Castleview, Inverbervie
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 83105 71942 A 7% evaluation was undertaken on
4 October 2011 of a 2ha parcel of land, which is to form an
extension to the Castleview housing development on the SE
side of Inverbervie. The site lies adjacent to Hallgreen Castle,
an L-plan 16th-century house, which probably incorporates
an earlier building. No archaeological features or finds were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Fotheringham Property Developments Ltd

Boyndie
Aultmore
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to the
archaeological resource. The following features were recorded
during fieldwork.
NJ 5967 5948 Clashmadin The remains of probable peat
workings and an irregular raised platform, c50m in diameter,
of indeterminate function. The peat heads, which lie to the
W of the platform, are badly denuded and appear to be older
than other local examples.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Cairnie/Huntly
Bin Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5079 4497 – NJ 5076 4501 Mortlach A short stretch of
boundary bank, incorporating a huge natural rock, extends to
join the present FC boundary.
NJ 5121 4190 – NJ 5123 4195 Boghead of Gibston A curving
section of very denuded enclosure dyke made of large
boulders.
NJ 5119 4168 – NJ 5123 4179 Boghead of Gibston A short
length of drain, which appears to have been constructed to
drain the fields of Gibston, meanders between large earthfast
boulders. A short curving section of very denuded banking
appears to have been part of the pre-improvement field system.
13
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NJ 5140 4222 – NJ 5161 4212 – NJ 5171 4215 – NJ 5169
4221 – NJ 5141 4228 Clean Hill An area of clearance cairns
stretches along the S side of the hill from the almost deserted
settlement of Clune (DES 2007, 23). It might be part of activity
associated with the Clean Pool Late Neolithic/Early Bronze
Age site (DES 2008, 22 and DES 2007, 24). The following
surface finds were recovered:
• a piece of decorated (?)Beaker. Well-fired, thin, reddishbuff exterior with grey core. Gritty inclusions of up to
c3mm. Decorated with quite deep vertical rouletting
which meet a group of three less well defined horizontal
bands of (?)rouletting
• a patinated flint flake. Pale cream to brown at bulb of
compression.
• a fine flake of patinated brownish dark grey flint
• a secondary flake of coarse light brown flint with pale
inclusions. Half corticated
• a five-sided small chunk of patinated dark reddish,
brown flint. Possibly burnt?
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Chapel of Garioch
Pittodrie House Hotel
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 69757 23976 A standing building survey was carried
out on 9 December 2010 of steadings associated with
Pittodrie House Hotel prior to redevelopment. Four phases
of development were recorded, the earliest being an 18thcentury farm complex, which was developed throughout the
19th and early 20th centuries.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Monument Leisure

Pittodrie 18th-century farm buildings showing forestair

Chapel of Garioch/Inverurie
Aberdeen Woods
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 7309 2559 – NJ 7306 2561 – NJ 7303 2566 – NJ 7306
2571 Pitcaple At least two sets of rigs meet at a headland/
boundary. The first set run cNW–SE with a wavelength of
between 8–10m and probably extend to the modern field
boundary on their SW side. Their NW extent is defined by
14

a headland, which runs at 90° to the rigs. An additional
two rigs, spaced at 6m, were recorded in the gap before the
ground rises to a rocky knoll.
NJ 7285 2565 – NJ 7284 2564, NJ 7286 2562 and NJ 7286
2555 Pitcaple The W corner of an early modern enclosure
meets at an obtuse angle. The 90° corner of an earlier feature
also survives as a bank. The bank may have continued in
a SE direction to the end of the present wood. A second
substantial bank runs S from the first bank and meets the
corner of the modern field. The presence of a substantial
beech tree, 4.2m in diameter, suggests that the bank has been
in place for a considerable time.
NJ 7290 2557 Pitcaple A short series of rigs run cNW from
the modern field to the S. The best preserved rigs are at the
W end.
NJ 7277 2555 Pitcaple Between a plantation and a series of
rigs and masked by dense undergrowth, this ‘rickle o’ stanes’
could be part of a building or a short stretch of dyke.
NJ 7274 2557 – NJ 7274 2560 – NJ 7285 2562 – NJ 7285 2553
Pitcaple A series of rigs is masked by dense undergrowth.
They appear to run at an angle of c135° with a wavelength
of c9m, and to have been cut by a later plantation. The E end
of the field might be marked by a bank and lynchet lying to
the W of the bank with the large beech tree noted above. If
so, there might have been a track running between these two
features.
NJ 7265 2544 – NJ 7276 2539 – NJ 7271 2523 – NJ 7261
2529 Pitcaple At least two sets of rigs were recorded in dense
undergrowth. The northern set appears to sweep to the W
from the NE, with quite a substantial bank on their S side.
Some of these rigs may have a wavelength of up to 14m. The
southern set had a wavelength of c8m and run downslope
in an ESE direction. The orientation of these rigs does not
appear to match that of the later plantation dyke to their SW.
NJ 7253 2506 – NJ 7249 2500 – NJ 7247 2504 – NJ 7250
2507 Warrenside Dense scatters of stone appear to have
structural form. They lie in an area shown as planted on the
1st Edition OS map and are therefore unlikely to represent
recent clearance activity.
NJ 7239 2522 Warrenside A small quarry.
NJ 7277 2584 – NJ 7288 2579 Pitcaple This section of road,
with flanking banks, is marked as ‘Roman’ on the 1st Edition
OS map, but clearly isn’t. However, it is well constructed and
measures a substantial c11m from bank top to bank top. A
road is shown in this general position on Roy’s map and the
road might therefore be of military construction or, at least,
an imitation constructed at a similar date in the early 18th
century.
NJ 7308 2076 – NJ 7305 2071 – NJ 7314 2066 – NJ 7317
2070 Aquhorthies Enclosure banks surround a possible area
of rigs. The alignment of these banks is completely different
to the present surrounding field patterns and clearly predates
the later alignment.
NJ 7302 2053 Aquhorthies A small area of rigs with a
wavelength of c10m survive in the corner of the wood. A
large mound is probably a natural outcrop.
NJ 7243 2084 Aquhorthies Quarry.
NJ 7211 1886 – NJ 7206 1883 Gallowshill A short section
of pre-modern dyke footings. A number of other possible
features were also noted, particularly at the W end.
NJ 7203 1853 Gallowshill A concentration of stone may
represent a linear feature. Other possible features were
obscured by the deep fir litter.
NJ 7209 1841 – NJ 7202 1835 – NJ 7197 1837 – NJ 7201
1846 Gallowshill An area of rig with a wavelength of 7m
runs downslope.
NJ 7202 1832 Gallowshill A stretch of hollow-way runs at
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c190° towards the rigs noted above.
NJ 7144 1841 Gallowshill Small quarry.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Chapel of Garioch/Inverurie/Oyne
Burnhervie to Old Rayne Natural Gas Pipeline
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NJ 71958 21488 – NJ 67158 27767 A watching brief and
programme of mitigation work was undertaken April–June
2011 during the construction of the pipeline. The watching
brief led to the discovery of eight concentrations of
archaeological features (Sites 1–8) as well as a number of
isolated features. These largely consisted of pits and linear
ditches of varying sizes. Material recovered from several of
the sites suggests that these concentrations of features are
likely to be prehistoric in date, while others did not contain
any datable artefacts. Finds uncovered included prehistoric
pottery, lithics and a saddle quern.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scotland Gas Networks

Clatt
Percylieu Farm, Clatt
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
A watching brief was carried in 2011 during the excavation of
a 5 x 5m trench for a wind turbine. The site was considered
sensitive as at least four fragments of Pictish symbol stone
have been found in the surrounding area, including one
which had been built into one of the farm buildings. No
archaeological deposits or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Anderson

Whitehaugh
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5306 2313 Casaiche How A small stone-built structure,
measuring c3 x 2.5m externally, is located in a steep cut next
to a minor burn.
NJ 5306 2328 Casaiche How A dam is located at the
junction of Claisache How and Claisache Burn. An 18thcentury estate plan depicts the start of a lade near this point.
The dam probably dates to period when this lade was in
operation.
Casaiche Lade/Catchwork System
(a) NJ 5327 2343 A dam lower downstream than the one
noted above feeds the lades noted below. The construction of
this dam may be related to the reworking of parts of the lade
during landscaping of Knokespok House.
(b) NJ 5327 2343 – NJ 5355 2360 The course of the present
watercourse, probably engineered in the early 19th century.
(c) NJ 5327 2343 – NJ 5355 2360 A watercourse which runs
parallel to, but 10–20m below (b). This lade joins another
lade downslope from the relict course (d) and may reflect a
period, perhaps shortly after landscaping, when both courses
(b) and (d) were in use. However, this interpretation is highly
conjectural.
(d) NJ 5355 2360 – NJ 5346 2374 The course of the

lade beyond the landscaped diversion. The lade is shown
on the 18th-century estate plan as joining a small stripe at
cNJ 5346 2374 and heading downhill to the E of Tillyangus.
The watercourse may have fed a mill, although none is
known from Tillyangus. Alternatively it may have followed
the hill’s contour and acted as a catchwork, with the water
used to irrigate the fields below. This practice was widely
recorded in this area during the 18th century and possibly
undertaken far earlier.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Cluny
Castle Fraser
Excavation
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7227 1257 As part of a project to renew lightning
conductors, small trenches for seven of the conductors were
excavated around the perimeter of the building on 13–14
September 2011. The two to the E of the castle revealed
garden earth and planting holes associated with the former
17th-century Privy Garden and a 19th-century flower border.
The two to the S side of the castle revealed stone-built drains,
possibly of late 18th-century date. The final three trenches
in the courtyard revealed details of buildings of 19th-century
date.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR, the National Trust for
Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Castle Fraser Courtyard
Excavation
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7227 1257 An excavation undertaken 14–18 March 2011,
prior to repaving in the courtyard at Castle Fraser, revealed
the foundations of a late 18th- and 19th-century stair block
that had been demolished in 1950.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR, the National Trust for
Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Castle Fraser Stables
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7202 1245 A watching brief was carried out, 4 August–31
August 2011, during the removal of contaminated soil in
the yard between the 1795 Stable Block and the E wall of
the freestanding W building. A stone-built drain probably
associated with the 18th-century block was revealed and
planned. The foundations of a 19th-century blocking wall
between the two buildings were also uncovered.
Report: Aberdeenshire Council SMR, the National Trust for Scotland
and RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Castle Fraser Walled Garden
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7238 1273 A watching brief was carried out on 20 April
2011 during works to establish a soakaway to the E of the
walled garden. No archaeological features or finds were
recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR, the National Trust for
Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland
15
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Crathie and Braemar
Glenshee Road, Braemar
Evaluation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 1517 9113 An evaluation was proposed prior to the
commencement of work on a new residential development
at Glenshee Road. Unfortunately the development work had
commenced prior to the evaluation, and the majority of the
site had been stripped down to the natural subsoil. A limited
area of 210m2 of trial trenching and a walkover survey of the
stripped areas was undertaken on 30 May 2011. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Springfield Properties Group

Daviot
Loanhead of Daviot
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 748 289 A decorated handled stone bowl or lamp was
found by chance near Loanhead of Daviot. Much of the rim
and upper body has been lost. The vessel has a flat rim,
angled in towards the cup, and a short rectangular-sectioned
handle (oriented vertically), the sides converging to a neartriangular end. Decoration was restricted to the side opposite
the handle. It can be reconstructed as a pair of horizontal
lines containing a band of slightly-angled vertical incisions.
A short horizontal line lower on the body may be a markingout line. Parts of the surface are blackened. The central
hollow (with steeply-sloping sides and a concave base), has
plentiful peck marks from manufacture. It is made of redbrown sandstone and measures 111 x 117mm externally in
diameter, hollow 66mm in diameter, depth c50mm; length
(with handle) 129mm, height 76mm; handle 30mm wide,
39mm high.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 90/10), allocated to Aberdeen
University Museums

Dunnottar
Dunnottar Castle, Stonehaven
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 88095 83903 A watching brief was maintained on 11
March 2011 during the installation of a new composter in
the NE sector of the castle. A total of 14 postholes were
excavated by hand but no archaeological features or finds
were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Dunecht Estates

Durris
Durris
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 7628 9572 Glenview The footings of a rectangular
building measuring c10 x 4m externally. The apparent odd
alignment of the S wall may be a result of disturbance. The
structure is close to and aligned with a lade, which is shown
on the 1st Edition OS map, and this isolated structure may
have been linked to use of the lade.
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NO 7639 9425 Corbiecraig A small area of rig and furrow
with a wavelength of c8m, running N–S, slightly across the
slope.
NO 7639 9433, NO 7636 9425, NO 7639 9431 and NO 7642
9430 Corbiecraig The remains of two very denuded linear
features. The first initially runs roughly N–S then swings
slightly to the W. The second short section of dyke runs
roughly SE from the main dyke into an area of undergrowth.
NO 7580 9414 Cairnfauld The presence of various stone
remains are suggestive of a ruined farmstead and associated
enclosures. Nothing is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map
but a track, running up from another farmstead, would
have led to it and an old gate allows entry to the wood. The
presence of windblown trees prevented a full assessment of
the site.
NO 7565 9407 Cairnfauld A low clearance cairn.
NO 7562 9410 Cairnfauld A low bank, which appears to
define a denuded dyke, is located just N of the previous
feature. The sizeable concentration of rocks revealed by a
windblown tree at its NE end suggests that the bank may
still survive extensively as a sub-surface feature.
NO 7700 9442 Balladrum A large concentration of
stones located on a ledge. They may relate to field or dyke
clearance. However, they might also mask the remains of
structures related to the fermtoun of Balladrum, which lies
slightly above this site.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Durris
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
Sawmill Wood The following water management features
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map were found to be extant:
NO 7933 9572 Mill dam with sluice; NO 7929 9571 Culverted
drainage lade beneath trackway; NO 7935 9569 – NO 7966
9534 Lade; and NO 7933 9569 – NO 7904 9526 Lade.
NO 7945 9547 – NO 7962 9494 Clune Wood A substantial
linear bank runs N to align with a bend in a sawmill lade
and was possibly constructed contemporaneously.
NO 7955 9494 Clune Wood At least four cairns were
recorded in mature woodland just E of a stone circle and
ring cairn. They seem to be associated with the ceremonial
monuments rather than being the products of clearance.
NO 7946 9495 Clune Wood A stone lying just to the
W of the circle and possibly associated with it has the
unmistakable notched appearance of a stone in the process
of being split by adzing.
NO 7913 9533 Sawmill Wood A well preserved saw pit,
c3 x 2m x 1m deep, with upcast at both ends. It presumably
predates the subsequent saw mill and associated water
management features noted above.
NO 7909 9533 Sawmill Wood A substantial concentration
of stones between track and lade, may be structural in origin
or related to clearance activity. A second pile was recorded
c16m to the SW, but it is unclear if the two are associated.
NO 7868 9546 – NO 7851 9549 Woodlands Wood A stone
dyke appears to follow the alignment of a field boundary to
the E and a trackway, which serves Wheywell. The dyke,
does not appear on the 1st Edition OS map, and presumably
relates to the field boundaries established prior to woodland
planting.
NO 7850 9578 (centred on) Woodlands Wood An extensive
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area of very denuded rigs on an alignment of 335°. The rigs
to the SW have a wavelength of c8m, whilst those towards
the corner of the wood have a wavelength of c6m. This could
reflect two distinct areas of activity or simply variations in
wavelength. The rigs extend uphill and appear to interrupt
clearance cairns near the top. The broader rigs run downhill
and end at a slight bank, which may be a later feature. A
substantial amount of later field clearance was recorded at
the lower end of the 6m rigs.
NO 7798 9551 – NO 7803 9545 – NO 7801 9540 Woodlands
Wood A substantial bank is partially obscured by dense
vegetation. The N part appears to share the alignment of a
boundary element lying to the SW, which is shown on the 1st
Edition OS map. The bank might form part of this boundary
system.
NO 7861 9531 (centred on) Woodlands Wood An area
of very denuded rigs with a wavelength of c5–6m and an
orientation of c140°.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Echt
Echt, Westhill
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 74151 05716 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 18–19
April 2011, at a 2.4ha site N of the B9119 on the E side of the
village of Echt, prior to the start of work on a small housing
development. No significant archaeological remains were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kirkwood Homes

Fetteresso
Kempstone Hill
Walkover survey
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 8802 8976 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken on 29 June 2011 as part of an assessment
on the site of a proposed wind farm. Clearance cairns of
probable prehistoric date, which are part of the spread of
cairns identified as NO88NE 44, were plotted. No other
archaeological features were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Meikle Carewe Wind Farm
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 8620 9086 – NO 8287 9210 A watching brief was carried
out in July 2011 during the excavation of trial pits associated
with the construction of a number of wind turbines. No
significant archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Aberdeenshire Council SMR
Funder: Renewable Energy Systems UK and Ireland Ltd

St Leonard’s Hotel, Stonehaven
Photographic survey
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 87258 86333 A photographic survey was carried out on
4 May 2011 of St Leonard’s Hotel prior to its conversion into
housing. The building, formerly St Leonard’s House, had
been used as a hospital in WW1, a billet for soldiers in WW2
and was severely damaged by fire in 2010.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kirkwood Homes

Fintray
Balbithan Prehistoric Landscape Project Season 1
Evaluation
Murray Cook, Martin Cook and Jamie Humble – Oxford
Archaeology North
NJ 8123 1778 This project aims to undertake five years of
keyhole excavations in and around the series of hut circles
and clearance cairns in Balbithan Wood. The work will be
undertaken with students and local volunteers.
In August 2011 a series of test pits were dug around each
hut circle and keyhole excavations were carried out on two
of the hut circles. In situ charcoal was recovered from each
roundhouse as well as one external feature. The artefacts
from the roundhouses included worked flint and quartz
as well as a Mesolithic core. Charcoal samples have been
submitted for four radiocarbon dates.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland, Oxford Archaeology
North, Murray Cook, Martin Cook and Jamie Humble

Fordoun
Drumtochty
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 6804 8007 – NO 6800 8036 Friar’s Glen A hollow-way
departs from the track noted on modern OS plans to follow
a more winding and westerly course, apparently heading
around the Hill of Annahar.
NO 6827 7990 – NO 6838 7989 Friar’s Glen A short stretch
of possible lade survives as a slight lynchet.
NO 6812 7970 – NO 6850 7985 – NO 6857 7961 – NO
6827 7955 Friar’s Glen A bank with inner ditch enclosing a
flattened hill area is partially depicted on the 1st Edition OS
map. A short bank extending from its NE corner runs along
the top of a spur. To the S are possible structural remains
(NO67NE 16). The coincidence of these remains with the
possible medieval religious holdings in this area should not
be ignored.
NO 6820 7978 Friar’s Glen A heavy concentration of stones
beside a possible entrance to the enclosure (noted above), is
likely to be the remains of a building of unknown function.
NO 6873 7992 – NO 6865 7987 – NO 6873 7963 – NO
6888 7967 – NO 6886 7971 Colt Moss A bank enclosing an
area of rigs running at c50° with a wavelength of c7–8m
is probably associated with the building noted below. As
with the enclosure described above, the banks surround a
flattish hill top. A second bank that runs parallel to the rigs
and disappears, into an area of windblown trees, might be
associated with the later plantation boundary shown on the
1st Edition OS map. The E side of the enclosure runs parallel
to the trackway, just W of the present drain.
NO 6885 7974 Colt Moss A rectangular possibly turf-built
structure measuring c5 x 3m internally. The bank at the
W of the structure may represent the remains of a further
building. The rigs noted above lie <50m to the W and a
burn runs c8m to the N.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission
17
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Fordyce
Muirake Farm, Cornhill
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NJ 562 579 A watching brief was carried out on 13–14
September 2011 during topsoil stripping associated with
the construction of two new wind turbines. The natural
was encountered at a depth of 0.32–0.50m on the site of
Turbine 1 and 0.20–0.65m at Turbine 2. No archaeological
deposits or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Vento Ludens

Muirake Farm, Cornhill
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 562 579 A watching brief was maintained, 15–23
September 2011, during the excavation of a c1km long by
c5m wide cable trench between two wind turbines. The
area was considered sensitive as Muirake Farm is the
possible location of a late medieval manor granted to John
Gordon of Cromallat before 1542. The depth of plough soil
removed varied between 350–400mm. No archaeological
features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Forglen
Burnside of Whitefield, Forglen
Watching brief
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 6601 5359 A watching brief was undertaken on 24

Volunteers and students uncover the early 17th-century gardens at Fyvie Castle
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February 2011 on the site of a wind turbine and associated
cable trench. A well, dyke and road were revealed and
recorded. These features can be identified on a Forglen
Estate map of 1804 and belonged to Westerton Farm, which
was replaced by the present farm in 1867.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Eric Mutch

Fraserburgh
Kinnaird Head Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 998 675 A watching brief was maintained on 6 June 2011
during the excavation of trenches for new signs. A total of
five trenches were excavated, four in the grounds of the
lighthouse and one next to the Wine Tower. A piece of
prehistoric flint blade and modern pottery were recovered
from recently disturbed fill material in the trench at
NJ 9981 6756.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Kinnaird Head Wine Tower
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 9992 6750 A watching brief was maintained on 1 March
2011 during the excavation of a new foundation trench for
a stair base at the Wine Tower. The removal of the existing
stair and widening of the footprint of the existing concrete
foundation did not reveal any archaeological finds or
features.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Fyvie
Fyvie Castle
Excavation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 76393 39277 Following a successful evaluation in 2010
(DES 2010, 21) six trenches were excavated, 4–10 July 2011,
to determine the extent of the possible chapel building
and to look at the inner garden. The foundations of a
small stone building measuring c3.66m E–W and 10.98m
N–S were recorded. The floor consisted of water washed
cobbles, and a line of postholes indicated that a wooden
structure had been positioned along the inside of the W
wall. Finds from the building include sandstone fragments,
slates, iron nails, window glass and clay pipes consistent
with an early 17th-century date. The heel of a clay pipe
with a maker’s mark is attributed to Reijnier Jansz Blom
who was working in Gouda c1650–1670. The building
is too small and positioned too close to the castle for an
agricultural building, and possible interpretations include a
summerhouse and a private chapel. The building had been
sited within an inner garden surrounded by a substantial
sandstone wall. Within this garden one trench revealed
a series of turf beds, pink sandstone and grey cobbled
surfaces, which together would have created the range of
colours and textures required in gardens of this period.
Parallels may be drawn with Gordon’s view of Heriot’s
Hospital drawn in the mid-17th century.

have been remodelled. The sub-floor remains of the N wall,
demolished as part of the 1903 remodelling process, suggest
a well made wall of slightly greater thickness than those
associated with the 18th-century rebuild. These remains might
therefore relate to an earlier period of construction.
Though generally taken to have been founded as a reformed
kirk in c1574, Glass was a pre-reformation parish with its own
church. The location and landscaping surrounding the present
church make it a likely candidate for that earlier church. For
it to have been sited elsewhere would require all memory of it
to have disappeared. In the former staunch Catholic Gordon
homeland, this is considered unlikely.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR. Report: www.scottishheritage.org.uk/papers

Archive: RCAHMS and the National Trust for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Fyvie – Oldmeldrum Overhead Line
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 7713 3597 – NJ 7717 3591 A watching brief was maintained,
25 January–25 February 2011, during the excavation of a
connecting cable trench between two electricity poles c85m
apart. The site was at Gallows Hill, thought to have been
a place of execution associated with the Castle of Crichie.
A possible Bronze Age cairn also exists in the area. No
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Power Distribution

Gamrie
Briar Rose, Afforsk, Gamrie
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 79316 63219 A watching brief was carried out on 29 March
2011 during the excavation of a 5.5 x 5.5m trench associated
with the construction of a wind turbine. No archaeological
features or finds were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Brian Paton

Glass
Glass Kirk
Standing building recording
Colin Shepherd
NJ 434 399 A standing building survey was undertaken in
April 2011 prior to the property’s sale. The survey found that
the basement/boiler room appears to retain evidence of an
earlier plan. One wall, which truncates at head height, serves
no weight bearing purpose and appears to have not done
so since at least 1770, when the present church is said to

Plan of sub-ground floor walls and features recorded at Glass Kirk

Glenbervie
Fetteresso
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NO 7779 8829 – NO 7818 8841 Hill of Three Stones A lade
not depicted on 1st Edition OS map and possibly out of use by
that time. It feeds into a drain at its E end, which is depicted
on the 1st Edition OS map.
NO 7463 8805 Brucklaw On the E side of the burn is a
rickle of stones which appears to be the remains of either a
platform or stone revetment. A sluice runs from this feature
and rejoins the burn at the end of a significant drop. The
remains suggest that a dam may have been constructed to
retain water and that some water was diverted into the sluice.
NO 7469 8790 Brucklaw A sub-circular enclosure measuring
c40m from E–W is located on a low knoll overlooking a steep
cut and burn. The bank of the enclosure loops to the W,
where it is cut by a modern forestry road. The E side of the
bank runs along the top of the steep cut and is again cut by
the modern road. The line of the bank appears to continue
S of the road. However, in this area the bank is only visible
from the interior of the enclosure, which lies well below the
level of the bank.
NO 7473 8772 Brucklaw An original or secondary course
of the burn has been purposefully dammed at this point for
some unknown purpose.
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NO 7492 8770 Brucklaw A platform of laid stones, which
may be the course of a former track, or an area of floor/hard
standing, sits in the middle of an enclosure associated with
the early modern farmstead of Brucklaw.
NO 7687 8766 Stonehouse A pre-improvement field system
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map, was probably associated
with Stonehouse. There is a probable hollow-way heading S
from the fields.
NO 7687 8768 Stonehouse A small stone animal pen
sits at the NW corner of the field system noted above. It
measures c5 x 5m externally. Three sides of a possible c18 x
10m enclosure around the pen were identified, but no trace
exists of a fourth side.
NO 7542 8750 Hobseat At the SW corner of the field system
associated with Hobseat is a short stone setting. It runs along
the bottom of a bank overlooking the Cowie Water towards a
feeder burn. It then seems to follow the burn for a few metres
before possibly turning back to follow the Cowie Water.
A platform of rubble of indeterminate nature was noted at the
turning point. The stones below the bank disappear towards
the E, but may lie hidden beneath soil creep.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Huntly
Avochie South 1
Field visit
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 54035 46551 Cup-marked rock with two good cups and
one badly weathered cup in the field to the S of the ‘famous
stone’. The site was recorded on 10 June 2011.

Cup-marked rock, Avochie South 1

Clune
Excavation
Colin Shepherd – Strathbogie Archaeology Group
NJ 518 421 Clune is first mentioned in a charter of 1511.
Thereafter it became subsumed within the large fermtoun of
Gibston and cannot be traced through the rentals of the area.
An estate plan of 1764 shows the settlement as scattered along
the spring line on the eastern side of what was to become the
Bin Forest. By the time of the 1st Edition OS map Clune had
become Clean Brae and had been rationalised into a single
farm holding, at the southern end of the former Clune, and
two cottages disposed almost equally along its former length.
Pre-modern building platforms survive along the entire length
of the former small fermtoun. Nothing is shown on the 1st
Edition OS map apart from the farm and two cottages.
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Cobbling running around cottage with culvert beneath path at Clune

A particularly well preserved group of settlement features
was chosen for investigation with the permission of the
landowner, Miss Anne Duncan, to whom grateful thanks
are extended. This season’s work in May 2011 revealed an
increasingly complicated history to what seemed, initially, to
be a simple story. The structures do not appear on the estate
plan or on the 1st Edition OS map and are unlikely to have
been built at any time between them, though the possibility
of reuse should not be ruled out (see below).
The first building consisted of turf-walled construction
over stone foundations, and contained a cobbled floor,
which appears to have been disturbed by stock. On top
and subsequent to this phase of use a small hearth was
constructed at one end of the building. A sherd of mid-19thcentury china was recovered from beneath the hearth. This
suggests permitted ‘squatter’ occupation, as do the midden
deposits just outside the door, which contained ceramics of
a similar date. Removal of the hearth revealed the earlier
cobbled floor, c300mm below the final one. The cobbled
surface appears to have been levelled with soil before the
later floor was added. The presence of the earlier floor fits
with the cartographic evidence, which suggests a building
date of no later than the early 1700s.
Outside the building, the area had been meticulously
cobbled on two sides and a rear drainage gully appears to
have been culverted below this cobbling in two locations,
in order to divert the roof-wash into a channel leading away
from the building.
An investigation was also undertaken of the suspiciously
straight section of enclosure dyke running at 90° from the
front door of the house. This dyke was discovered to have
been built upon the foundations and surviving entrance to
another building. The two buildings and a cobbled path
defined three sides of a courtyard opened onto by the two
surviving doorways. The fourth side is partly marked by a
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poorly defined length of cobbling.
The work to date has demonstrated that pre-modern
dwellings in the NE are likely to demonstrate greater levels
of architectural planning and landscaping than previously
expected. Moreover, conservation strategies that only deal
with the protection of the immediately obvious buildings
risk failing to protect significant archaeological and cultural
remains.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR

Kinnoir Wood
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded 17–31 May 2011 during
fieldwork. Particular attention was focused on defining the
area of the Park of Kinnoir. This is presumed to have been
one of the parks pertaining to the powerful Gordon family
and, as such, is a relict of a former ‘landscape of lordship’.
Desk-based research and fieldwork have been combined to
tentatively suggest boundaries, and to trace the development
of the landscape since its abandonment in the 1600s, after
the partial destruction of Huntly Castle in 1595.
NJ 5541 4289 Backside The structural remains of a
farmstead that are depicted on two 18th-century estate plans
(RHP2278 and RHP2279).
NJ 5456 4138 Kinnoir Park The denuded remains of an
enclosure as depicted on the first draft of an 18th-century
estate plan (RHP 2279).
NJ 5464 4116 Kinnoir Park A series of enclosures as
depicted on an 18th-century estate plan. A few other features,
not shown on the map, were also noted in this area.
NJ 5414 4096 Kinnoir Park A circular scooped and banked
feature measuring c6m in diameter. The front edge is raised
and creates a sharp lynchet below the feature.
NJ 5414 4097 Kinnoir Park A short length of broad linear
bank, c4m wide, which appears to have been cut by a later
19th-century plantation dyke.
NJ 5453 4096 – NJ 5462 4094 Affleck The N and SE edges
of an irregularly shaped enclosure depicted on an 18thcentury plan and cut by modern forestry tracks.
NJ 5473 4085 – NJ 5484 4092 Affleck A very low c4m wide
bank depicted on an 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 5469 4087 – NJ 5476 4124 Affleck A long linear feature
shown on an 18th-century estate plan survives as a badly
denuded bank. Its S end lies along the W side of a later deep
drainage channel. Its northern end is better preserved.
NJ 5497 4078 Bruntstane The enclosure boundaries of a field
depicted on an 18th-century estate plan. The interior appears
to contain the remains of NW–SE aligned rig and furrow.
NJ 5447 4162 Park of Kinnoir The slight remains of an
enclosure and structures depicted on an 18th-century estate
plan. The plan shows two buildings flanking the SE entrance
to a small enclosure.
NJ 5418 4112 Park of Kinnoir A sub-rectangular enclosure
with attached southern spur survives as very denuded banks
linking rocky outcrops. These features are not depicted on
estate plans and do not post-date them.
NJ 5410 4112 – NJ 5408 4120 Park of Kinnoir A narrow,
c2m wide, track runs from a rocky outcrop to a 19th-century
plantation dyke, which it cuts. It forms a level path between
lynchets.
NJ 5412 4135 Park of Kinnoir A short stretch of enclosure
bank as depicted on 18th-century estate plans.
NJ 5430 4164 Park of Kinnoir A lynchetted enclosure
above the burn and cut by a later forest track appears to be a

field depicted on an 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 5450 4204 Park of Kinnoir A lynchet appears to show
the area of an earlier field. It is not depicted on the 18thcentury estate plans, but is cut by a dyke and a modern track.
NJ 5452 4207 Park of Kinnoir A short denuded section
of bank runs downslope and roughly parallel to the N edge
of the field noted above. It shares an alignment with fields
shown on the 18th-century estate plans and may be associated
with them.
NJ 5453 4208 Park of Kinnoir A number of platforms
may suggest structural remains, which could be dwellings
associated with the fields shown on estate plans.
NJ 5457 4242 – NJ 5456 4244 Mungo Wood A short section
of enclosure dyke as noted on an 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 5458 4237 – NJ 5458 4225 Park of Kinnoir A short
length of bank, up to 6m wide, lies between the present track
and a more westerly feal dyke.
NJ 5460 4218 – NJ 5457 4212 and NJ 5455 4212 ‑ NJ 5452
4212 Park of Kinnoir A banked enclosure as depicted on an
18th-century estate plan, cut by later features.
NJ 5452 4207 – NJ 5477 4202 Park of Kinnoir An enclosure
bank noted on both 18th-century estate plans and the 1st
Edition OS map. Rigs with a wavelength of c8m run roughly
parallel to the bank.
NJ 5490 4116 Affleck A banked enclosure as depicted on
an 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 5518 4129 Greenfold A series of enclosure banks and
a trackway as depicted on an 18th-century estate plan. A
number of other features, not shown on the map and clearly
earlier, were also recorded including a small sub-rectangular
enclosure.
NJ 5520 4162 – NJ 5527 4119 Greenfold A broad stone and
feal boundary depicted on an 18th-century estate plan.
NJ 5529 4122 – NJ 5540 4118 Greenfold A bank, c4m wide,
not shown on estate plans.
NJ 5541 4117 Greenfold This small farmstead appears to
represent the single structure shown on an 18th-century estate
plan. The dense undergrowth made an assessment difficult,
but there may be two structures with an accompanying
enclosure. They are aligned E–W, both measure c6 x 4m and
are c6m apart.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Insch
Denwell Road
Evaluation
Martin Cook and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 6349 2873 An evaluation was undertaken, 27–28
September 2011, on a proposed residential development
at Denwell Road. The evaluation which consisted of the
excavation of 12 trenches (2240m2) recorded no significant
archaeological finds or features.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Whitehall Road, Insch
Evaluation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 6352 2827 An evaluation was undertaken
29 September–1 October 2010 on a proposed residential
development. A total of 15 trenches were excavated covering
1575m2. A single prehistoric pit was identified and fully
excavated. The pit contained a single piece of worked flint.
A 10 x 10m area excavated around the pit, in an attempt
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to identify any associated features, did not contain any
significant archaeological finds or features.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Inverurie
Burnhervie, Inverurie
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 722 214 A watching brief maintained, 31 May–7 June
2011, during topsoil stripping of a 1ha area at Burnhervie
minimum offtake connection did not record any significant
archaeological remains.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Fabricon Ltd

Stonefield Place, Inverurie
Evaluation
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 76028 22300 A 7% evaluation was carried out, 18–19
November 2010, on a 2ha site prior to the construction of
affordable housing. The site is just to the S of the Brandsbutt
stone (NJ72SE 23), an Ogham inscribed Pictish stone. In
1984 (NJ72SE 111) Ian Shepherd carried out an excavation
prior to a housing development 50m N of the current site and
found sherds of possible cinerary urn, an isolated cremation
deposit, in a small pit containing an unburnt flint flake, a
rotary quern, a heavy stone mortar, with a deep sub-conical
bowl, a small deposit of charred barley grains and a quantity
of coarse medieval pot sherds and some slag. No significant
archaeological remains were discovered during the current
work.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Kintore
Hill of Tuach
Excavation
Richard Bradley and Amanda Clarke – Reading University
NJ 7957 1544 The Hill of Tuach is an isolated granite knoll to
the SE of Kintore, bounded on three sides by the Tuach Burn,
a minor tributary of the Don. The excavated site has been
badly damaged over the last 150 years, but in its original
form it seems to have consisted of a ring of six standing
stones, enclosed by a broad circular earthwork. The bank
was outside the ditch, and the monoliths seem to have been
placed along the outer edge of a small circular platform only
10m in diameter. By contrast, the bank was 5m wide and the
ditch attained a width of nearly 3m. It was first excavated by
Dalrymple in 1855 who found Early Bronze Age cremation
burials beside most of the monoliths.
The site is unusual for two reasons. Its earthwork has
most of the attributes of a small henge monument and is
of a similar size to other examples in N and NE Scotland.
At the same time the setting of monoliths has features in
common with what are thought to be the last stone circles
in Britain. This view is supported by the discovery of
Cordoned Urns in the 1855 excavation. What is exceptional
is that the Hill of Tuach shares both of these characteristics.
It is hard to identify any intact monument which combines
these elements.
The monument is located half-way down a SW-facing
slope and commands a view across the Tuach Burn towards
the flank of the Midmill Neolithic long cairn. Viewed from
further downhill, it is not particularly conspicuous. From
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further up the slope it is easy to look into the interior which
resembles a secluded arena.
In the absence of a detailed record of the 19th-century
excavation, it seemed important to conduct new fieldwork
on the site. It had the following aims:
• to establish the original plan of the prehistoric stone
setting, most of which has been destroyed since the 1855
survey
• to establish the nature of the earthwork perimeter and
to look for environmental and chronological evidence
associated with its construction
• to establish the character of any surviving deposits
within the enclosure and to look for additional deposits
of cremated bone
• observations of similar enclosures suggest that they
often preserve traces of a blocked entrance towards the
S. It was important to ask whether the same could have
happened in this case.
The new excavation undertaken March–April 2011 was
designed to investigate half the interior of the monument and
two lengths of the surrounding earthwork. A smaller area on
the inner lip of the ditch was also examined for evidence of
a blocked entrance. Work inside the enclosure was limited
to two areas where it was possible to excavate between the
trees that cover the site today.
The earthwork had been built on a much larger scale
than had been anticipated. It consisted of a wide external
bank, revetted on the inside by a low stone kerb, and a deep
ditch. It was constructed in a largely open environment,
and there may have been a blocked entrance aligned on
the Midmill long cairn, but the evidence is not entirely
conclusive. There was a concentration of quartz pebbles
on this part of the site.
The interior of the enclosure had been disturbed by
Dalrymple, but the positions of several standing stones were
clear from the new excavation. As he had claimed, there were
six monoliths located at intervals of c4.4m. They seem to have
formed a circle c9m in diameter, with one of the stones at the
putative entrance to the site. Taken in combination with the
natural gradient of the hill, it suggests that the structure was
oriented towards the SW.
A series of circular pits was identified towards the centre
of the site. Eight were recorded in 2011 and, to judge from an
account of the 1855 excavation, at least four more could have
existed. Six of the pits were precisely circular with rounded
bottoms. One contained a small deposit of cremated bone on
its base. Otherwise only tiny quantities of burnt bone were
found inside them and they cannot be regarded as cremation
pits. Their main characteristic is that they included placed
pebbles of quartz or sandstone, which seem to have been
selected for the purpose.
Two burials were discovered in 2011. One was in an inverted
Collared Urn which was tightly packed in the ground. The
other was also in a cylindrical pit and was in an inverted
Cordoned Urn, together with what are probably fragments of
a bronze razor. One feature that connects both these burials
is that red pebbles derived from the local drift had been
placed in and around them. By contrast, all the monoliths at
Tuach seem to have been grey or white.
The results of the project suggest a number of possibilities,
although they are obviously subject to change in course of
post-excavation work:
• Radiocarbon dates from the project suggest that the stone
circle and the features inside it date from the Early Bronze
Age. The outer earthwork, however, has a terminus post
quem in the Late Bronze Age. It seems likely that it was
built long after the monoliths were erected and the site
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The extent of excavation at the Hill of Tuach. Drawing: Aaron Watson

was used as a cemetery
• There are certain clues to the internal organisation of this
site. The cremation burials were found in two distinct
zones. Six of those excavated in 1855 were in pits beside
the standing stones. A second group of burials occupied
the central area
• The earthwork and enclosure at Tuach was much more
substantial and significantly later in date than had been
expected
• Work elsewhere at Kintore shows that the local landscape
changed around 1800–1600 BC. From that time onwards
substantial circular houses were being built. It is likely
that their histories overlapped with the use of the Hill of
Tuach.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: British Academy

Leslie/Tullynessle and Forbes
Correen Hills
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd

This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5771 2176 – NJ 5777 2181 Craighill A short stretch of
stone dyke might have marked the end of the Craighill fields.
NJ 5778 2197 Bogside A slight earthwork identifies the
platform of a turf-built structure. The walls sat on stone
foundations measuring c8 x 2.5m internally. The narrow
width suggests the building may have been a byre or sheep
cote rather than a dwelling.
NJ 5777 2196 Bogside A windblown tree revealed a
concentration of stones c10m SW of the platform noted
above. It measured 3–4m in diameter and is probably a
clearance cairn.
NJ 5786 2205 Broadbog A slight lynchetted trackway runs
behind the fields of Broadbog. It is shown on the 1st Edition
OS map and possibly marks an earlier extension to the fields.
NJ 5797 2232 Hillcroft A short stretch of pre-modern dyke
extends the limits of the fields of Hillhead beyond the area
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 5837 2326 Hillhead A sub-circular pond exists just W of
a deep drain and bank shown on the modern OS map.
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NJ 5821 2341 Hillhead A rectangular pond may have been
built as a fire pond.
NJ 5617 2429 – NJ 5612 2406 – NJ 5640 2409 Strathburn
A stone boundary dyke encloses a field which was no
longer in use by the time of the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 5589 2416 – NJ 5601 2429 Charleston A deep hollowway which appears to follow the line of the derelict fields
shown above Charleston on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 5612 2406 – NJ 5609 2393 – NJ 5652 2382 Rapplich
A drain and bank define relict fields shown on the 1st
Edition OS map. The drain would have helped to improve
the fields below. Its rather ‘wobbly’ course might suggest a
pre-modern date for its construction.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Longside
Middleton of Rora
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NK 07036 49367 A watching brief was maintained on 21
March 2011 during the installation of a new electricity pole,
as part of the overhead line replacement project between
Peterhead and St Fergus. The site was considered sensitive
as the pole was located within metres of the River Ugie,
and it was considered possible that it may have revealed
details of the late 18th-century Ugie Canal; a section of
which is known to exist less than a kilometre to the NE. No
evidence of canal working was recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Power Distribution

Walls of the House of Kelly emerging under the terraced lawn of Haddo House
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Marnoch
Battlefield
Field visit
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 57167 53719 Cup-marked rock with five cups found
amongst vegetation, two well preserved and three badly
weathered. A large mark is a natural depression in the rock.
The site was recorded on 24 June 2011.
Marnoch Cemetery
Evaluation
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 5955 5002 An evaluation took place on 31 January
2011 of an extension to an existing graveyard, which is
associated with an early church dedicated to St Marnoch. No
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Methlick
Gurgedyke Wood
Field visit
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 87959 35956 Cup-marked rock with 11 cups found near
the Ellon – Methlick Road, S of the River Ythan. The site was
recorded on 6 August 2011.
Haddo House, Tarves
Watching brief and excavation
HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8678 3479 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
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15–25 August 2011 during the construction of a new fire main.
The work revealed a well and part of a substantial stone wall
beneath the lawn to the W of the front façade of 18th-century
Haddo House. A geophysical survey of the lawn undertaken
by Rose Geophysical Consultants revealed what seemed to
be ranges of buildings surrounding a large courtyard. Five
trial trenches targeting these features identified walls still
standing to a height of almost 2m. These probably formed
part of a building with several vaulted rooms at ground floor
level, as well as other sections of the courtyard structure.
The structures were identified as part of the House of Kelly,
the location of which is not documented and was previously
unknown, although wall foundations 80–120m SW of the
present excavation have been considered a possible site.
Kelly is first documented in 1261 when it was occupied
by Alexander Comyn, Earl of Buchan. The Gordon family
acquired it in the 1460–80s and added new accommodation in
the 16th century. It remained occupied until the construction
of Haddo House in the 1730s. The excavation suggests that
when Haddo was built the earlier structure was demolished
and levelled to create wide level lawns to complement the
18th-century façade.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR, the National Trust for
Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

New Deer
Culsh Cemetery
Evaluation
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8813 4803 An evaluation was undertaken on 9 February
2011 on an extension to the existing graveyard. A pit recorded
at NJ 88119 48037 associated with charcoal, a fragment
of burnt bone, a flint flake and a scatter of quartzite was
interpreted as one of the sockets of a stone circle excavated
in 1912 and subsequently destroyed.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Aberdeenshire Council

Greenhill, Bonnykelly
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 8433 5302 A watching brief was undertaken on 19
September 2011 during topsoil stripping associated with the
construction of an access track and base for a new wind
turbine. The track was 4m wide by 86m long and the turbine
base and associated hard standing measured 37 x 48m. The
depth of topsoil removed varied between 250–300mm. No
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Old Deer
Deer Abbey
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 9685 4816 A watching brief was maintained 6–8 June 2011
during the removal of a tree stump. There were no finds or
features of archaeological significance other than deposits
which may date to 19th-century landscaping.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Old Deer
Excavation

HK Murray and JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 97910 47685 (church) and NJ 9777 4769 (centre of village)
As part of the Book of Deer Project a community excavation
opened 14 evaluation trenches in the village of Old Deer to
assess the possible survival of remains associated with the
early medieval monastery of Deer. The results indicate that
a bank regarded as a possible enclosure associated with the
early monastery is of probable 19th-century date. Finds of
14th- and 15th-century pottery in test pits in gardens suggest
the presence of a settlement associated with the 13th- to
15th-century Old Parish Church. A 2 x 1m excavation within
the chancel of the Old Parish Church identified an anomaly,
recorded during a previous geophysical survey, as a wall that
appeared to predate a floor level associated with the 15thcentury chancel arch.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR, Historic Scotland and
RCAHMS
Funder: Book of Deer Project

West Knock Wind Cluster, Stuartfield
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NJ 9857 4492 A watching brief was carried out 31 May–21
June 2011 during topsoil stripping on the footprint of three
wind turbine bases in an area of prehistoric activity. No
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Oyne
Bennachie Landscapes
Evaluation
Gordon Noble, Jeff Oliver and Colin Shepherd – Bailies of
Bennachie
NJ 691 217 Bennachie Landscapes is a community research
project sponsored by the Bailies of Bennachie in conjunction
with the University of Aberdeen. The project which began in
September 2011 aims to encourage community research into
the cultural heritage of Bennachie and the Garioch.
The project began with an investigation into the 19thcentury ‘squatter’ colony on the E slopes of Bennachie.
This work aimed to answer two questions. Firstly, can the
material remains of the colonists be seen to sustain or refute
contemporary descriptions of their lifestyles? Secondly,
does the colony have a greater chronological depth than is
indicated by contemporary accounts? The second question
was fuelled by data from previous ground surveys carried
out by the Bailies of Bennachie, which suggested that the
colonists may well have been reusing a previously farmed
landscape.
An initial inspection of the material assemblage was
undertaken by shovel-pitting. This method interrogates
the topsoil in the same way as fieldwalking but is more
appropriate to a woodland environment. What is lost in
terms of area coverage is balanced by the meticulous sieving
of the soil and retrieval of smaller artefacts than are usually
recovered by fieldwalking. The pits were dug on a grid which
provided a representative sample across the area and allowed
distribution patterns to be assessed. The technique can be
executed with minimal training and can be carried out by
all age groups. Over 40 volunteers of various ages undertook
the work and had a thoroughly wonderful time. The results
achieved were also highly rewarding. Preliminary analysis of
the artefactual remains indicates the colonists had a level
of affluence that was similar to that of their neighbouring
tenant farmers. The dating of the finds appears to confirm
25
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the contemporary accounts for the start date of the colony.
A couple of pits dug in the area of suspected pre-colony
activity came down upon possible earlier features which
were left undisturbed.

NJ 67878 28719 and NJ 67902 28658 A watching brief was
carried out on 19 September 2011 prior to the installation of
two wind turbines. The site was considered sensitive as it
lies 70m SE of the summit of Gallows Hill, the documentary
site of a post-medieval gallows. No archaeological finds or
features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Hamish McIntosh

Seasoned campaigners from Aboyne Academy keeping the ‘old ‘uns’ right
(sorry Andy) during shovel-pitting, Bennachie

This community activity clearly demonstrated what can
be achieved by a willing group of enthusiastic helpers of
all ages in a very limited timescale using an appropriate
methodology. The hypotheses posed concerning the material
assemblage and depth of chronology, whilst not answered
with exactitude, were both confirmed. This data can now be
used to help formulate a series of more refined questions to
be addressed through a further work programme.

Mill of Bonnyton
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NJ 68301 29327 A standing building survey was carried out
on 9 February 2011 prior to restoration of this Category B
listed building. The Mill of Bonnyton is shown on the 1st
Edition OS map of 1867 as a corn mill, consisting of an
L-shaped building, an F-shaped building to its S and three
small single buildings around an enclosure to the E. A mill
pond lies to the N with a lade leading from it to the mill. By
the 2nd Edition OS map the three small buildings had gone
and an L-shaped structure lay in this area, which is shown
as a saw mill. The current layout is seen on the 2nd Edition
OS map of 1900. Two fires in the late 19th century and the
1920s damaged machinery which was later repaired. The
mill ceased working in the 1940s.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs D Rook

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR
Funder: Bailies of Bennachie

Peterhead
Denholm Seafoods Ltd, Castle Street, Peterhead
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NK 1390 4570 A watching brief was maintained on 18 October
2011 during groundworks associated with the construction of
a new cold store. The site was considered sensitive due to
its close proximity to the supposed site of Keith Inch Castle,
thought to have been constructed by the Keith Earls Marischal
after 1589, of which nothing now remains. The area stripped
measured 44 x 15m and the excavation uncovered deep
deposits of building rubble from a demolished office block
that previously occupied the site. No archaeological features
or finds were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Denholm Seafoods Ltd

Premnay
Burryhillock
Field visit
Alexander Jarvie
NJ 63985 26209 Cup-marked rock with five cups found in the
middle of a field on the hill just N of Burryhillock Farm. One
cup is on the E side, one on the W side and three down the
middle of the stone. The site was recorded on 29 May 2011.

Rayne
Cromwellside, Old Rayne
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
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Main mill building showing lade (left) and mill wheel, Mill of Bonnyton

Rhynie
Clashindarroch Forest
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
NJ 42 27 (centred on) As part of the Forestry Commission’s
heritage management strategy a survey was undertaken in
2011 of the ﬁeld systems and a number of settlement sites
relating to the fermtouns and farmsteads of Garbet, Longley
and Little Blackmiddens in the Clashindarroch Forest. Many
of the enclosures and buildings were known from an 18thcentury estate plan and from aerial photographs taken by
the RAF after the war. However, some further sites were
identified.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Drush Inn
Standing building recording
Colin Shepherd – Strathbogie Archaeology Group
NJ 448 281 The Drush Inn has been the stuff of local legend
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for a number of generations. Stories abound concerning
the purveyance of illegal whisky and female favours at this
establishment. The derelict building was removed in the
1950s when the local TA made use of the stones to build
a bridge at Rhynie. The stones were gifted by the present
owners, Forestry Commission Scotland. All that remained
were the wall footings under the destruction debris. In
2010 the Strathbogie Archaeology Group, with the owner’s
consent, cleared debris, cleaned and planned the site.
Local people were asked about the building and what
stories they had been told by their forebears concerning its
history. This led to some interesting exchanges and, though
presumably exaggerated, there appears to be a kernel of
truth underlying many of the claims. The plan appears to
demonstrate that the building was designed for commercial
enterprise, the door being far too wide for a simple house.
The building lay on the route to a peat moss, still widely used
into the 1940s. It also lay near to a sheep shearing site that
employed itinerant, seasonal labour. It therefore seems likely
that a commercial enterprise was organised to profit from
busy bouts of seasonal trade, and it is also conceivable that
not too much heed was paid to the niceties of all aspects of
the law at these times.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR. Report: www.scottishheritage.org.uk/papers

Rhynie Environs Archaeological Project
Excavation
Gordon Noble and Meggen Gondek – University of Aberdeen and
University of Chester
NJ 49749 26345 An evaluative excavation over cropmarks
and geophysical results at Rhynie was undertaken 7–21
April 2011. The work revealed a series of concentric
enclosures centred on a ring ditch and other possible timber
structures, and in association with the Class I symbol stone,
the Craw Stane. The enclosure features included an inner
ditch, an outer ditch, a circular setting of large postholes
and a palisade trench. The site experienced at least one
significant destruction phase and several of the features
showed evidence of burning in situ.

amber beads. This phase of evaluative work strongly
suggests that the Craw Stane and two other symbol stones
nearby were associated with a high status 6th-century
settlement, but only detailed post-excavation and further
phases of fieldwork will elucidate the full sequence.
Archive: University of Aberdeen
Funder: University of Aberdeen, University of Chester, Carnegie
Trust for the Universities of Scotland, Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland, Society of Antiquaries of London and Historic Scotland

Slains
Sands of Forvie
Field visit
Robert John Hughes
NK 00926 24383 It has long been known that there was
a thriving Bronze Age coastal settlement on the Forvie
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) Nature Reserve. A large hut
circle can be seen from satellites, many small hut circles
have been identified and burial cairns are also present in
the area.
The sands of Forvie shift with time, both on land and
offshore. In the spring of 2011, the sea swept a metre deep
channel clear of sand revealing a stone circle. In addition
other stone arrangements were revealed along the beach
1050m to the N of the first site. When these were put in
place is unclear. Neither is it clear what they may signify,
but one line of stones points to the stone circle, and another
to 550–600m S of the Bronze Age settlement, which is
visible today.
There appears to be a recumbent stone missing at the
circle site. Excavation may bring one to light, but this is
unknown. What is known is that 1050m N is a stone that
is exactly the right size and shape for use as a recumbent.
The detailed report on these findings includes discussion
of a hypothesis relating to who might have built the
recumbent stone circles peculiar to the NE of Scotland, and
the possibility of using artefact analysis and DNA analysis
of human bone to deduce the origins of this population.
It is suggested that the spread pattern of settlements (a
stone circle per settlement), would imply a landing on the
E coast, at or near Forvie, Aberdeen and Peterhead, the
establishment of a foothold and a subsequent spread inland
to good farming country.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: http://forvie.jimdo.com

St Fergus

Excavation under way at the Craw Stane, Rhynie. Tap o’Noth hillfort is in the
background

Near the Craw Stane, evidence of a rectangular structure,
possibly a building, was found including post and beam
settings and potential floor layers. Other features included
a range of pits and postholes. Artefacts included sherds
from probably two different types of imported Late Roman
Amphorae of 6th-century date, a fragment of 6th-century
continental glass, metalwork, metalworking debris and

Ednie Wind Farm, St Fergus
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NK 08540 51060 (Turbine 1) and NK 08970 51330 (Turbine 2)
A watching brief was maintained on 20 April 2011 during
topsoil stripping on the footprints of two wind turbines at
Ednie Wind Farm. Nothing was found at the location of
Turbine 1, but rig and furrow was uncovered at Turbine 2
in addition to five flint pieces and flakes, probably dragged
along the furrow plough lines. These provide further
evidence of prehistoric activity in the immediate area.
Reports: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Strathdon
Bunzeach
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
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This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy as described under Aultmore, Aberdeenshire. The
following features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3724 0827 Bunzeach A stone-built and wood-lined
‘shelter’ measures c1.5 x 1.5m. The timbers contain nails
and their preservation suggests the structure is fairly recent.
It may be related to WW2 activity. The earth is slightly
mounded around the outside of the chamber and there is a
very narrow entrance on the NNW. There is a possible subcircular outer ‘entrance chamber’.
NJ 3731 0842 Bunzeach A structure, measuring c1.5 x 1m,
has a wood-lined chamber and narrow NNW-facing stone
entrance way. A square wooden post was visible in the SW
corner of the chamber.
NJ 3759 0843 Bunzeach A well preserved wood-lined
chamber, measuring c1.5 x 1m, with a 210mm wide stonebuilt entrance. Timber posts survive in each corner of the
chamber and the horizontal wooden lining held back by the
posts supports the surrounding slightly embanked mound.
The posts stand 1m high and this appears to be the full
original height of the chamber.
NJ 3760 0843 Bunzeach A shallow circular scooped
depression, measuring c3m internally, lies c15m to the E of
the above noted feature.
NJ 3733 0834 Bunzeach The remains of a further woodenlined chamber, as described above.
NJ 3787 0833 Bunzeach Section of trackway which is
coincident with the long distance route shown on an 18thcentury estate plan.
NJ 3745 0841 Bunzeach A section of trackway, shown on
an 18th-century estate plan, runs to the W of the track noted
above.
NJ 3738 0775 Backtop The poorly preserved remains of a
structure measuring c3 x 2m internally, which could be the
remains of a grouse butt.
NJ 3738 0779 Backtop A grouse butt with E-facing entrance.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Tarves
Tolquhon Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 8724 2871 A watching brief was carried out on 28
February 2011 during the excavation of a drainage trench
within the forecourt on the N side of Tolquhon Castle. Most
deposits seen probably related to recent work, but some
may be remnants of the earlier garden layout.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Udny
Pitmedden Garden
Watching brief
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NJ 8845 2806 A watching brief was conducted on 27
September 2011 during the construction of four new
interpretation panels. The only significant find was made
from a trench facing the Cottage, on the site of the 17thcentury Court of Offices, where a Bronze Age flint thumbnail scraper was recovered from the base of the pit at a
depth of c0.6m.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland
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Airlie
Carlinwell Standing Stone
Excavation
Melanie Johnson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 3208 5025 The scheduled ancient monument of Carlinwell
Standing stone fell over in January 2010. A programme of
work was undertaken 7–11 March 2011 to investigate the
socket and reinstate the stone. The excavation of a 2 x 2m
trench, centred on the socket, revealed two pits containing
inverted Collared Urns with cremations. The socket of the
stone was oval in plan, 0.8 x 1.1m, with a re-cut on its S
side, which contained large packing stones. The stone had a
significant lean to the S and the re-cut and packing may have
represented an attempt to stop the stone from toppling. One
of the packing stones had damaged one of the Collared Urns.
Archive: Angus Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Arbroath and St Vigeans
Arbroath Abbey
Watching brief and excavation
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 6429 4129 and NO 6430 Two trenches were excavated on
31 May 2011 to allow the installation of information signs at
Arbroath Abbey. The deposits mostly consisted of levelling
material; however, a number of possible structural remains
were noted in the S trench (NO 6430 4124). These remains
were undisturbed during the excavation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Inchcape Park, Arbroath
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 6400 4024 A watching brief was carried out 1–22
September 2011 during work on new coastal defences at
Inchcape Park. The work consisted of the demolition of the
existing red sandstone revetting wall, a later concrete wall, the
grading of deposits behind these walls for the construction of
a rock armour revetment, and the replacement of a concrete
slipway. The site was considered sensitive as it lay in the
vicinity of three early medieval/medieval sites, which had
produced a sculptured stone, medieval pottery and a long
cist burial. During the course of the work a moulded or
sculptured stone, possibly medieval, was recovered from
the foreshore in front of the sea wall. A wall, aligned NE–
SW, constructed of beach cobbles bonded with light brown
mortar, was also recorded at the top of an excavated area,
below turf and topsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Angus Council

Red Lion Caravan Park, Westway
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 6260 4000 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken
10–13 January 2011 on open ground to the W of the Red
Lion Caravan Park. The area was considered sensitive as it
is adjacent to the SW corner of the scheduled grounds of
Hospitalfield House. These grounds probably formed part of
the lands of the medieval hospital of St John the Baptist,
which first appears on record in 1352. In 1861 and 1889
burials and building foundations, which were thought to be
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part of the chapel and burial ground, were found to the E of
the grounds (NO64SW 10), within the current caravan site.
The W boundary of the hospital lands that may have been
marked by Geordie’s Burn also passes roughly N–S through
the centre of the proposed development. On the basis of this
data it was considered that outlying buildings, enclosures
and/or burials associated with the hospital may have been
located in the area.
A total of 16 trenches of between 7–30m in length were
machine excavated. A major deep sewer was located to
the W of Geordie’s Burn and its placement had effectively
destroyed any archaeological deposits, reducing the
evaluation area by about half in this area. A sequence of
topsoil and made ground was recorded overlying a former
ground surface. The remains of a 19th-century lodge and a
driveway leading to Hospitalfield House were also located.
An earlier cobbled surface/driveway was found to the W of
the driveway noted above.
A sequence consisting of a previously buried topsoil,
overlying deep deposits of a thickly banded natural silty
sand and clayey silt subsoil, which bottomed onto yellow
orange sand, was also recorded. Early 19th-century cobble
field drains and three 19th-century rubbish pits had been cut
into the subsoil deposits. A large 19th-century soakaway with
side drains was found in a trench on the W side of Geordie’s
Burn. No remains relating to the Hospital of St John the
Baptist were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Loch Earn Caravan Parks Ltd

enclosures and at least three possible ring ditch houses and
associated souterrains. No archaeological features or finds
were recorded.
Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR, Historic Scotland and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE Power Distribution

Brechin
Dubton Farm, Brechin
Evaluation
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 586 606 A trial trench evaluation of 5370m2 (7%) of a
development area at Dubton Farm was undertaken 15–23
November 2010. A scatter of generally shallow pits and linear
features was recorded. Rig and furrow cultivation marks
were also recorded across parts of the site, generally aligned
NW–SE.
Two suites of archaeological remains were exposed and
evaluated. The first consisted of the remains of a postbuilt roundhouse c6m in diameter. The second consisted
of the remains of a souterrain and an associated post-built
roundhouse. The curved underground passage appears to
follow the curve of an arc of pits along its inner edge, and
this arc is likely to represent the remains of a timber built
roundhouse.
Archive: Angus Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Scotia Homes (North) Ltd

Sidney Street, Arbroath
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 64498 41511 A watching brief was carried out on 22
December 2011 during the excavation of trial pits prior to
the construction of residential housing on a 2ha site. No
significant archaeological remains were recorded.

High Street, Brechin
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NO 597 601 A photographic and drawn survey was produced
on 2 February 2011 of 45, 47 and 49G High Street prior to their
proposed modernisation. Evidence of blocked doorways,
blocked windows and slight alterations connected to the
construction of the neighbouring Episcopal church were
recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Angus Council

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Angus Council

Barry
Kinloch Primary School, Dundee Street, Carnoustie
Watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 5581 3447 A watching brief was undertaken, during seven
visits between 22 April–19 August 2010, on the machine
removal of the foundations of five school blocks and topsoil
stripping of four small grassed areas. The clearance of the
Kinloch Primary School complex was being undertaken prior
to the development of a care home. The area was considered
sensitive due to the detection of a number of cist burials
in the vicinity during the 19th and 20th centuries, and the
discovery in 1810 of 30 long cist burials in Dundee Street, just
outside the NE corner of the development area. No features
or finds of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Angus Council

Blocked doorway visible inside building at 1st floor level, High Street, Brechin

Pitskelly, Carnoustie
Watching brief
JC Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 5425 3492 A watching brief was carried out on 24 August
2011 during the removal of an electricity pole and four stay
wires and the installation of two new stay wires. The work
was monitored as the site lay to the N of a scheduled area of
cropmarks, which includes several rectilinear and curvilinear

High Street, Brechin
Watching brief
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 5981 6010 A watching brief was undertaken 2–5
November 2010 during ground-breaking works associated
with geotechnical investigations on the site of a derelict
1920s cinema at 75–81 High Street. The area was considered
sensitive as it lies in the historic medieval core of Brechin
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close to the 11th-century round tower and the 13th-century
cathedral. The excavation of seven trial pits revealed mainly
made ground overlying natural subsoil. Two subsoil layers
that may represent a former topsoil horizon were recorded
overlying the natural in context TH9. No other artefacts,
deposits or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.
Archive: Angus Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Angus Council

Dun
Gilrivie
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 685 597 Two Russian lead alloy bundle seals, one mid19th century and the other from St Petersburg (dated 1829),
were found by metal detecting.
Archive: Finds returned to enquirer
Funder: Angus Council

Eassie and Nevay
Balgownie Mill
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
N0 359 468 A photographic survey of the former mill
building was undertaken on 24 August 2011 in advance of its
refurbishment as a house. One end of the building contains
a drying kiln with a collapsed drying floor at attic level. The
rest of the building shows traces of first and attic floor levels
and contains two millstones and the collapsed remains of
their timber framing. A wheel pit lies to the S and was fed
by a lade system, which has been infilled and is overgrown.

The mill building looking SW, Balgownie Mill
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Limited documentary research has suggested that the mill
possibly dates to the 17th century.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Sandy Greene and Charles Heath

Forfar
St James Road, Forfar
Watching brief
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 45641 50458 A watching brief was carried out, 11 April–3
May 2011, during topsoil stripping and the excavation of
foundation and drainage trenches, associated with the
construction of a new supermarket. The 1st Edition OS map
of 1846 shows a linen handloom factory on the SE part of
the site, a First Free church on the NW part, a house on
the E part, and assorted properties and gardens around the
perimeter of the site. The 2nd Edition OS map of 1888 and
subsequent maps show the site occupied by Strathmore
Woollens Mill. The mill was described by Hume in 1974, as a
mid- to late 19th-century mill consisting of a large group of 12- and 3-storey buildings, with a 1-storey, 6 bay renaissance
office block. Remains of this mill were identified but no
earlier archaeological remains.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: ASDA

Glamis
Glamis Mill
Standing building recording
Sam Scott – Scotia Archaeology
NO 38593 46510 A standing building survey was undertaken
in June 2011 of the mill that stands on the edge of the village
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of Glamis. The mill is thought to date from the early 19th
century, when it was used to process flax. The power of its
5.9m diameter waterwheel was augmented in 1820, when
a steam engine was added to the mill and it swapped to the
production of bobbins. The mill is currently derelict but is
to be restored and will house a turbine for a new hydroelectric scheme.

Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 71770 59005 An evaluation was undertaken on 31 May
2011 prior to possible redevelopment work. A total of 18
features were recorded, the majority of which related to 20thcentury services. In addition, probable 19th-century waste
pits and the sub-surface remains of boundary structures
were noted.

Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Strathmore Estates

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Angus Council

St Orland’s Stone, Glamis
Excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 40083 50019 An excavation was carried out on 14
November 2010 prior to the resetting of the St Orland’s
Stone. The excavation, which was confined to a previously
excavated area (DES 2008, 32) recorded no significant finds
or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Newbigging
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 695 596 A Romano-British headstud brooch was found
by metal detecting. This 1st- to 2nd-century AD headstud has
a worn integrally-cast teardrop motif with a blue enamelled
ring and dot, and hints of a second ring, also blue.
The arms which have raised ends are enamelled with pairs
of opposed blue crescents and a triangle at the end of the
arm. The hinged pin is lost, but was held by an iron axis.

Mains and Strathmartine

Archive: Reported to Treasure Trove Unit
Funder: Angus Council

Baldovan House
Standing building recording
Alison Cameron – Cameron Archaeology
NO 39442 34818 A standing building survey was carried out,
16 November 2010, on farm buildings associated with a large
18th-century house, which had been completely demolished
in 2002 after the structure was deemed dangerous.

Newbigging
Metal detector find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 695 596 Four Russian lead alloy bundle seals were
found by metal detecting. Two were from St Petersburg
(dated 1791 and 1830) and two from Archangel (dated 1842
and 1850).

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kirkwood Homes

Archive: Finds returned to enquirer
Funder: Angus Council

Menmuir
Brown Caterthun Hillfort
Excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 5550 6673 and NO 5556 6672 Excavations were carried
out, 24 March–14 April 2011, on two areas on the monument.
The work aimed to determine the extent of any damage
caused by fence maintenance work and to recover datable
material from the site.

The Stables, Western Road, Montrose
Evaluation
David Bowler – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 7133 5790 (centred on) A site evaluation on 25–27 July
2011 recorded an undated pit and a circular clay feature
cut into natural sand. The circular feature was probably a
tank associated with an industry such as malting. The site
boundary wall had been repaired with small handmade
bricks, probably from the Low Countries, a common feature
in Montrose.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr A Somerville

Montrose

Oathlaw

65–71 Bridge Street, Montrose
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 71204 57521 A watching brief was maintained on 28
October 2011 during the machine excavation of a small
trench to the rear of the former Salutation Inn, which is being
converted into flats. The remnants of a 19th-/20th-century
cobbled yard were recorded below modern concrete. The
yard overlay 0.5m of rubble and other debris. Towards the
N end of the trench the rubble overlay one to two surviving
courses of a single-skinned, mortar-bonded rubble wall built
into what appeared to be garden soil. This insubstantial
wall contained no datable material, but did contain reused
masonry from what appeared to be a more robust structure.

Finavon Hill
Walkover survey
HK Murray – Murray Archaeological Services Ltd
NO 4876 5494 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken on 15 June 2011 as part of an assessment of
a proposed wind farm site. No previously unidentified
archaeological features were recorded.

Archive and report: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: John D Crawford Ltd

Dungman’s Tack, Montrose
Evaluation

Reports: Aberdeenshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Tealing
Tealing
Casual find
Rachel Benvie – Angus Museums
NO 4074 3779 A sandstone saddle quern stone was found
in Coral Den, Tealing.
Accessioned into the Meffan Museum collection (F2011.11)
Funder: Angus Council
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Arrochar

Ardchattan and Muckairn

High Morlaggan Project
Excavation
Roddy Regan – High Morlaggan Project and Kilmartin House
Museum
NN 27730 01630 The second season of excavation at High
Morlaggan, April–May 2011, has shed light on the earlier
stages of the site’s history. The excavation of Structures
2 and 3 continued and Structures 1 and 4 were also
investigated. This phase of work uncovered the slight and
disparate remnants of earlier structures and floors. Any
earlier remains appear to have been badly disturbed during
what may have been a fairly substantial ‘redevelopment’ of
the settlement in the late 18th or perhaps early 19th century,
perhaps reflecting broader developments in agricultural
improvement across the W of Scotland. It is to this period
that the surviving buildings in the settlement appear to
belong. Within the excavated structures investigations have
shown a fairly fluid development of space in the buildings,
with internal areas and sometimes the buildings themselves
changing use. This period also sees a major change of the
material culture in the settlement, with the arrival of mass
produced objects indicating that from the mid-19th century
the people of High Morlaggan were well connected to the
wider Scottish markets.

Achnacreebeag Farm
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 92925 36633 A monitored topsoil strip was undertaken
on 30 March 2011 prior to the construction of a power
house, access track and pipeline route associated with a
small hydro-electric scheme.
The site was considered sensitive as it is located in the
vicinity of a number of known sites, including a buried
prehistoric landscape at Moss of Achnacree, a scheduled
chambered cairn (NM93NW 4), a burial ground and a possible
shieling. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Achnacreebeag Energy Ltd

Achnacreebeag Underground Line
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 93005 36409 – NM 92997 36453 A watching brief was
kept on 27 October 2011 during the excavation of a cable
trench that will link the power house for a new hydro-electric
scheme with a new pole on an existing overhead line. The
pole is located a short distance to the NE of a chambered
cairn (NM93NW 4). The pole trench and much of the cable
trench were under water during this operation and nothing
of archaeological significance was recorded.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: SSE plc

Balure
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NN 01618 32399 A watching brief was undertaken on 19
January 2011 during groundworks associated with the
construction of a new driveway. The site is in the vicinity of
a number of known sites, including a dun (NN03SW 1) the
farmstead of Balure (NN03SW 49) and a possible medieval
motte (NN03SW 4). No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Preston-Campbell

Barcaldine Castle
Evaluation
Nuala C Marshall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NM 90793 40576 An evaluation was carried out on 3 March
2011 on the proposed site of a new service building, access
track with parking, plus a drain and soakaway at Barcaldine
Castle. No significant archaeological finds or features were
recorded in the two excavated trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: H and C Whitehead Ltd

Leapark Benderloch
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NM 904 383 A watching brief was undertaken 1–28
June 2011 during site clearance work associated with the
construction of a house. No significant archaeological
features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: G Welsh
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Archive: Kilmartin House Museum (intended). Report: RCAHMS and
WoSAS
Funder: The Heritage Lottery Fund, Leader Argyll and Islands and
Robert Kiln Charitable Trust

Campbeltown
Campbeltown
Watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD
NR 71865 20845 A watching brief was undertaken 29
November 2010–9 May 2011 during pipe-laying works
associated with the upgrading of three sections of sewerage
pipeline. Features of archaeological interest were identified
in two sections. To the SE four walls, one relating to the
Old Quay and two to an earlier shoreline were recorded
along with 18th-/19th-century building remains. A number
of artefacts of similar date including pottery and glass were
also recovered. A well, walls and other features associated
with the 19th-century Kinloch Distillery were also recorded
to the NW.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Black and Veatch

Kildalloig Estate
Walkover survey and watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 75349 17830 (centred on) A programme of work was
conducted 6 January–6 August 2011 prior to the construction
of a small hydro-electric scheme. The following sites were
recorded during the walkover survey. All heights are given in
relation to the OD.
NR 75547 18206 (17m) Findspot Flint flake with cortex.
Prehistoric
NR 75349 17830 (74m) Sheepfold This is rectangular with
rounded corners, measuring 16m N–S and 2m E–W, with an
internal wall 6m W of the N wall. The E and S wall were 1m
high and 0.65m wide, the W wall was 0.2m high and the
N wall was not visible. A low wall (0.20m high and 0.80m
wide) extends from the N corner down to the road. There
is a possible clearance cairn on the N side of the sheepfold,
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measuring 2 x 3m and 0.65m high. 19th century
NR 75326 17837 (74m) Track Cobbled, c3–4 m wide. 19th
century(?)
NR 75018 17638 (91m) Bank A denuded earthen bank
with occasional cobbles, measuring 1m high and 2m wide,
with erosion on W side. 18th–19th century(?)
A watching brief was subsequently undertaken during the
excavation of a pipe trench across improved pasture. This
identified: a possible camp fire set on the gravel of a low
raised beach; a buried soil; and a possible hearth/dump of
ash. A flake of pitchstone was recovered from the buried soil.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Turner

Cardross
Geilston House
Standing building recording
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NS 34016 78278 As the result of a leaking roof, parts of the
house have suffered from dampness, which in turn led to a
major outbreak of dry rot. This problem has been rectified
but emergency works were required to assess and remove the
contaminated material. The investigative work and removal
of the affected material was monitored, and the newly
exposed surfaces and areas recorded. This work was carried
out during three site visits in May, June and September 2011.

S frontage), before later additions were made in the 18th
century.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Geilston House
Excavation
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 3391 7828 A large stone block was discovered by gardeners
creating a new garden border close to the car park at Geilston
House. An excavation around the block on 18 March 2011
showed it to be a large boulder, 0.90m long by 0.85m wide
and up to 0.28m thick. The block had a drilled socket,
measuring 0.05m in diameter and 0.06m deep towards the
SW corner. The block was joined to a smaller separate stone,
0.7 x 0.5m, by two iron staples. This smaller stone lay to
the SE of the former. It is unclear why the two stones are
joined together with iron brackets, but the most convincing
explanation is that the larger stone with the drilled socket
was the footing for an iron fence post.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Coll
Grishipoll Farm
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NM 193 596 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 10 August 2011 during the excavation of three turbine
bases and associated cable tracks. The excavation revealed
clean sand, with occasional windblown banding and a single
isolated sherd of 18th-century imported Chinese pottery.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Alex and Seonaid Maclean Bristol

Dunoon and Kilmun

Photograph of a window hidden behind plasterboard, Geilston House

The construction of the decorative niches in the W wall of
the morning room was recorded and the removal of plaster,
to the W of the fireplace uncovered a window. This was
identical to the window to the E of the fireplace, and had
been blocked from the outside and the internal face covered
with lath and plaster. Further recording was carried out at
the SE corner of the oldest part of the house, which dates
to c1666. Evidence was uncovered suggesting there had
originally been a window in this area (at the E end of the

Coylet
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 144 887 On the E shore of Loch Eck on the OS 6" map
(Argyllshire, Sheet CLXIII, 1869; survey 1865), a farmstead
consisting of two houses and an attached enclosure is
shown. One house is roofed and oriented NNE–SSW; the
second house is unroofed and at 90° to it, meeting it at its
SW corner. The enclosure, which is of irregular shape, is
attached to the unroofed house on its S side.
Most of the site is now occupied by the Loch Eck Caravan
Park, to the N of the Coylet Inn. It is set within an area of
higher ground to the E and S. Its E and S boundaries are
marked by an irregular stone wall forming a revetment to
a high grassy bank. The former houses and enclosure may
now survive only as part of the revetment walls. This is seen
most clearly on the E side, where the boundary wall appears
to be a section of the wall of the roofed house shown on the
6" map. There is a sharp discontinuity at its N end where
a wall of different construction and about half the height
continues N.
Innellan, Bullwood
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 16605 74567 On the W side of the A815 Innellan –
Dunoon road, about 80m N of the Ardhallow quarry
entrance, is a well or fountain. It stands at the roadside at
the foot of a steep bank, an elegant construction of whitish
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quartz boulders cemented together. It is roughly 1m square
on the base by 0.9m high and is surmounted by a truncated
pyramidal top 0.6m high, also of quartz boulders. There is a
spout in a 0.6m high stone panel with curved top set into the
front. The fountain is now dry. It may have been a watering
place for horses, though there is no trough.

of infill and modern disturbance material deposited during
the building of an extension to the college in 2003.

Innellan Hill
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 13475 69559 A 3-roomed dry stone house ruin is shown
on the OS 6" map (Argyllshire, Sheet CXCIV, 1869, survey:
1864–65) with an enclosure downhill to the E of it. The house
is presently within a small clearing in a forestry plantation,
but trees have encroached upon it and access is difficult.
The building is oriented NNE–SSW, with the E long wall
facing downhill. The short N and long E walls are poorly
preserved. The overall external dimensions are c12.3 x 5.4m,
with 0.6–0.7m wide walls. The internal lengths of the N and
central rooms are c2m and 6.50m; the imprecision in length
is a result of the dividing wall having tumbled and spread.
The S wall of the central room stands up to 1.6m high, and
the W wall up to 0.9m. The S room is 2m long internally; its
S end wall stands up to 1.5m high but only 1.3m of its length
survives. There is no visible entrance to the house; it was
probably in the eroded E wall that faces downhill.
It was difficult to investigate the enclosure on the E side of
the house because of the density of the forest. The ground
in the area of the enclosure has been severely disturbed by
forestry work. No remains of the enclosure were seen during
a very limited examination.

Auch Estate, Bridge of Orchy
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NN 3000 3850 and NN 2792 3675 (centred on) A deskbased assessment and walkover survey were carried out
on 20 April 2011 in advance of a woodland establishment
scheme. The work was undertaken to assess the nature
and extent of any archaeology likely to be affected by the
scheme and to inform recommendations for the protection
and management of any sites. A total of four planting blocks
were investigated. No archaeological sites were recorded in
Areas 2 and 4. The following new sites were recorded in the
other areas.
Area 1 Shielings were recorded at NN 29887 38379, NN
29888 38370, NN 29888 38364 and NN 29891 38631; a
shooting butt at NN 29836 38554; and a rock/boulder shelter
at NN 30157 38473.
Area 3 Shielings were recorded at NN 28812 35380, NN
28817 35380, NN 28886 35398, NN 28840 35322, NN 28824
35306, NN 28796 35300, NN 28794 35310, NN 28777 35279,
NN 28774 35283, NN 28902 35147, NN 28909 35137 and NN
28858 35132; a boundary wall at NN 28815 35083; a twinning
pen at NN 28680 35328; enclosures at NN 28247 36042 and
NN 27856 36730; boundary walls at NN 28046 36526 and NN
28124 36684; linear clearance at NN 27864 36791, clearance
heaps at NN 27840 36779; and houses at NN 27912 36756,
NN 27927 36669 and NN 27998 36756.

Toward Taynuilt
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 13393 68621 An unroofed cottage aligned NE–SW,
consisting of two dwellings end to end, stands on the E
bank of the Toward River (Toward Nuillt) 300m N of Toward
Taynuilt Farm. It appears as a roofed building on the OS 6"
map (Argyllshire, sheet CXCIV, survey: 1864–65).
The cottage stands up to roof level, which is 2.5m at the
front SE side, and 1.9m at the back. The two end gables
and the middle gable are largely intact and there is a single
chimney at each end. On a previous visit in 1999 the slated
roof was largely in place, though damaged.
The overall external dimensions are 16.8 x 5.5m. In the
front, which is the long SE side, each dwelling has a central
door flanked by two windows. The S dwelling has an internal
wall to the left of the doorway, with a door on the immediate
left into the S room, which has a tiled fireplace in the S wall,
and the remains of wood panelling on the wall to the right of
the fireplace. There is a cupboard to the left of the fireplace.
The layout of the N dwelling is a mirror image of this, with
a dividing wall on the right of the doorway, a fireplace in the
N wall and a cupboard to its right. The fireplace contains an
iron grate. The houses were last occupied as holiday homes
up to 1970.
70 Victoria Parade, West Bay
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 174 763 A watching brief was undertaken in 2011 during
ground reduction and the excavation of a foundation trench
and four pad pits on a development site adjacent to Argyll
College. The area consisted of a deposit brought in from a
local quarry to level the area prior to the creation of parking
bays. The area immediately adjacent to the college consisted
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Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Argyll College UHI Ltd

Glenorchy and Inishail

Archive: RCAHMS, WCAS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Auch Estates

Inveraray
Auchindrain
Evaluation
Roddy Regan – The Auchindrain Trust
NN 03099 03161 A total of 23 evaluation trenches were
opened, January–February 2011, across the less well known
and less well preserved buildings on the site. The work aimed
to establish the preservation state of the upper archaeological
deposits and recommend measures for their protection. The
evaluation also revealed the remains of an earlier alignment
of buildings, which possibly related to buildings shown on a
map dated from 1789.
Archive: Auchindrain Trust (intended). Report: Historic Scotland,
RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Urras Achadh an Droighinn and The Auchindrain Trust

Auchindrain
Watching brief
Roddy Regan – The Auchindrain Trust
NN 03099 03161 A watching brief undertaken in April 2011
recorded a cobbled surface or track to the rear of Building
A. The surface probably dates to after 1820, when the house
was presumed to have been built, whilst pottery from a
midden accumulation over the track dated to the later 19th
century. A distinct knoll at the rear of the house was found
to be a natural feature.
Archive: Auchindrain Trust (intended). Report: Historic Scotland,
RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Urras Achadh an Droighinn and The Auchindrain Trust

Argyll and Bute

Tamhnich settlement from the NE with house A to the left behind the enclosure D and house C middle rear. Loch Riddon in the distance

Inverchaolain
Tamhnich
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 0323 8277 (vicinity of) Set in a broad hollow, Tamhnich is
a settlement consisting of two substantial dry stone houses,
one with a complete gable end still standing, and at least
five enclosures. One of the enclosures has been constructed
from the ruins of two or more houses. A burn runs NE–SW
through this enclosure into the Tamhnich Burn that runs S
to the W of the site. There is also a knocking stone, and two
corn-drying kilns, one of which is ruinous.
A brief description of the site with no measurements
or positions was given in 1966 in the Cowal Gazetteer
by a Dr Fairhurst, presumably Horace Fairhurst, formerly
of Glasgow University. A fuller description was given by
Josephine Bennett for her Master’s thesis (brief note in DES
1985, 36), but with only approximate sizes, locations and
orientations. Accordingly, we resurveyed the site.
House A is at NS 03225 82768. It is rectangular, 10.9 x
5.3m externally. The orientation of its long axis is 250º,
close to ENE–WSW. The W gable is in good repair, standing
to c4m high, and 2.3m to the former roof level. In the
centre of the gable wall at ground level is a rectangular
drain 0.4m wide. The other three walls are broken, 0.6m
wide and up to 0.6m high. There is considerable tumbled
stone at the E end, extending 4m into the house. There is
a 0.8m wide doorway near the middle of the N long wall,
and an opposing doorway of uncertain but similar width
in the S wall. There is no clear subdivision, but it may be
obscured by the tumble. There is a grain dehusking mortar
(a knocking stone) on a small flat rock 0.9m wide at NS
03251 82758, about 25m ESE and uphill from house A. The
bowl is circular, 0.24m in diameter and 0.12m deep.
House B is at NS 03182 82777, 32m WNW of A, with long
axis NE–SW. It is near-rectangular, 11.6 x 5.6m externally,
but with curved corners at the NE end and a curved end
wall at the SW extending another 1.4m. The corners of the

SW wall have a pronounced batter. The walls vary in width
from 0.5–0.7m. The height is a maximum of 1.6m at the SW
end and up to 0.9m elsewhere. The NW and SE long walls
are the most degraded, but the edge of a single doorway of
uncertain width can be discerned in the SE wall.
There is a ruined corn kiln built into the slope 10m E of
A at NS 03228 82779, presumably that noted by Fairhurst
without a position, but not mentioned by Bennett. It is 2.8m
in diameter with the flue on the SW downhill side. A second,
better preserved, corn kiln is in a mound c60m SSE of A
along the line of the gable, at NS 03223 82706. A large rock
outcrop forms the base on the SW side and on the W side
is the flue, about 0.6m wide. The top of the corn kiln is
circular, of 4.2m overall diameter with a bowl of internal
diameter 2.5m and at least 1m deep. On the uphill side next
to the bowl a dry stone wall encloses a flat area c3.5m square
with an entrance on the N 2.4m wide, probably a temporary
storage area for the corn. There are several enclosures.
House A has an attached yard extending c15m S of the
house, and c18m broad. It is formed by a turf and stone
bank, broken on the S side, that curves round to terminate
E of the house at two large boulders, with the entrance on
their W side.
The W side of the yard of house A continues in a series
of straight stone wall segments turning SW to meet the NE
corner of a large enclosure at NS 03182 82731, SW of A.
The enclosure wall is a broad bank 1.40m wide; there is an
entrance in the N wall. There is a dry stone enclosure c9m
ENE of house B. It is 14 x 17m externally with walls 0.9m
wide.
D is a larger enclosure, 16m ENE of C. Externally, it is
roughly 32m long N–S by 17m E–W. This enclosure is
irregular in shape, having incorporated the remains of at
least two long dry stone houses at the S and N ends. A
burn runs through it and out through a channel under the
W wall.
W of the main site, across the Tamhnich Burn, is a massive
stone and turf dyke forming a large sub-circular enclosure on
the hillside.
35

Argyll and Bute
Tamhnich Glen
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 0308 8455, NS 0292 8413 and NS 0301 8309 (vicinity of)
On the E bank of the Tamhnich Burn, where it runs N–S,
are two similar groups of small, severely eroded shielings
c450m apart. Each group consists of four low turf banks,
sub-rectangular, and oval or circular, generally with some
stone evident.
The N group is near NS 0304 8464. External measurements
are given. The most northerly is a very low sub-rectangular
turf and stone bank c6 x 2.5m. It is on the E edge of a
former river bank, and its longer W side has eroded into it.
It has an internal subdivision, the N and S compartments
being respectively 2.5m and 3.5m long. Immediately S of it
is a circular turf bank on a slope, about 2.5m in diameter.
To the E is an oval turf bank, 3.5 x 3.2m with a central
hollow, on a low mound. About 16m S is a second subrectangular turf bank 4.5 x 3.2m with a central hollow, on
a larger mound.
The S group is near NS 0292 8413, to the N of the largest
(and most northerly) of a series of waterfalls. On the edge
of the E bank of the present burn is a much eroded subrectangular turf bank 3 x 3m externally, with a trace of a
subdivision; its W side has eroded into the river. About
50m to the S is an oval turf bank on a mound with central
hollow, 5 x 3m internally. S of it is a sub-rectangular turf
bank, externally 4 x 2.8m, on the river bank, and farther S
is a faint circular bank of 2m external diameter.
At NS 0301 8309, at the foot of the hill Tom a’ Chodail on
its S side, are the remains of a semi-circular wall about 2m
wide, partly encircling a large flat stone set in the ground.
Given the construction and the setting in the landscape, it
may possibly have been a preaching stance.

Kilchrenan and Dalavich
Lochaweside, Portsonachan
Standing building recording and evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NN 0340 1970 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken 23–27 June 2011 on a proposed house
development and associated access roads, services and
landscaping. A Level 1 standing building survey was carried
out of the structures on site. The evaluation consisted of
the excavation of five trenches, covering 25sqm, across the
site. No significant archaeological features or finds were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Dr W L Lim

Kilfinan
An Socach, Largiemore
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NR 95550 86000 (vicinity of) This site consists of a large
dry stone enclosure at NR 95589 86064. To the W and SW
of it are groups of small shielings, mostly oval or circular
turf and stone banks with a central hollow, frequently on a
low mound. Typically they are 3–4m in external diameter.
The enclosure is on top of a broad hillock and is covered
thickly with heather. It measures c25m E–W x 23m N–S
externally with walls 1m high and 2m wide. There is an
entrance gap on the W side 1.4–2.0m wide.
In the following, measurements are external, except
where otherwise noted. Two small shielings are 39m W of
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the enclosure, at NR 95532 86056. The E shieling is an oval
turf and stone bank measuring 4 x 3m with central hollow.
Immediately W of it is a similar structure, a circular bank
of 3m diameter with central hollow.
At NR 95491 85990, about 80m SW of the above pair, is a
group of three shielings in a line that is uphill W to E. The
lowest is oval, 2.8 x 2.0m with a 0.6m broad bank and a
small central hollow. Contiguous with it on the uphill side
is a 3m circular bank with central hollow 1.7m in diameter.
A similar structure, 3.0 x 2.5m with a 1.7m central hollow,
lies 1m farther uphill. Similar to these, 40m uphill near NR
95530 85971, are two circular structures 1.8m apart. The
lower is 3m in diameter, the upper 4m. Both have central
hollows and some stone in the bank.
At NR 95535 85926, 45m S of the previous group, is a
group of two larger circular structures about 8m apart, one
5m in diameter, the other 3m. Both have some stone in the
bank and both have central hollows. Between them is a
low grass-covered stony mound 3.5 x 1.8m, possibly field
clearance, as a second stony heap lies to the NE.
At NR 95558 85998 is a near-circular 3.6m diameter bank
containing some stone; a third stony mound is 3m NW.
On the edge of the forest, at NR 95512 85962, is a severely
eroded stone low structure, probably the remains of a small
rectangular dry stone shieling 3.5m long and about 2m
wide.
Downhill to the NW of the rectangular structure, at
NR 95493 86009, is a group of three oval and circular
structures. The largest is oval, 6.5m in the uphill direction
and 4.8m across, with a clearly defined bank, and a
possible internal subdividing bank across the slope. Uphill
from it at a distance of 6m is a 3m circular bank containing
some stone, and 8m N of this is the third structure, a 3.5m
diameter circular bank on a low mound.
About 220m NW of the enclosure is a small stone-revetted
platform at NR 95445 86233 on the NE edge of woodland
above a small burn that runs NW. The platform is 3.3m
wide and c2.8m front to back. There is no rear scarp, so
that the back is not clearly defined. There is a semi-circular
stone revetment at the front NE edge consisting of boulders
typically 0.3–0.4m long. The front height of the platform
is about 0.8m; below it the ground slopes steeply down to
the small burn.
Balliemore
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 94000 82500 (centred on) A walkover survey was
conducted 22–24 November 2010 over a parcel of land in
advance of tree planting. A scheduled dun is located within
the planting area. The survey identified a series of banks,
tracks, enclosures, an isolated longhouse, a farmstead/
small township complex (an enclosed longhouse, three
further longhouses, a barn and various banks), a corndrying kiln, two isolated structures and large areas of rig/
lazy bed cultivation.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

Stillaig, Eilean Aoidhe
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NR 93418 67208 and NR 93361 67265 Eilean Aoidhe (the
island of strangers) is a rocky kidney-shaped peninsula
c900m E–W by 300m N–S. It is connected to the mainland
by a narrow 30m raised strip of grassy land from near the
middle of its N shore, forming two bays, Port Leathan on
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the W and Salann Bay on the E. The E side of the ‘island’
is hillier, rising to 37m. On the N side of Eilean Aoidhe,
on the Salann Bay shore, at the base of a steep E–W cliff,
are two ruined rectangular dry stone houses at NR 93361
67265. To the E of these, where the cliff runs roughly N–S,
is a rectangular dry stone ruin at NR 93418 67208 attached
to a stone-built enclosure. These structures are shown on
the OS 25” map: Argyll and Bute Sheet CCII.4 (Kilfinan),
1873 (survey 1867).
The front E wall of the enclosure runs N–S and measures
29m. The S wall is at 90° to it and runs for 32m up to
the cliff base. The N wall is at an angle of 80° to the E
wall, and is 31m long to the cliff. The whole enclosure
was deeply covered with bracken, so the interior was not
examined, nor the rear wall, which appears to follow the
line of the cliff at an angle to the front wall. The enclosure
has a 2.5m wide gap 5m from the S end of the E wall and a
1.3m gap in the N wall, just E of the attached house, which
is in the NW corner, at the cliff base, in front of a large cleft
in the rock. The house is externally 5.6m N–S and 6.1m
E–W, with walls 0.6m wide surviving up to 1.3m high. The
N end wall has a door and a window, both are 0.9m wide.
Of the two adjacent houses at NR 93361 67265, whose
closest separation is 6m, that to the W is larger, 14.9 x
5.8m externally, with 1.9m high walls. Orientation of the
long axis is 30° W of N. The width of the external walls
is 0.75m. An internal wall 0.5m wide divides it into a N
compartment 5.6m long internally, and a S compartment
c7.3m internally. The N room has a 0.9m wide entrance
at the S end of its W wall. The E wall of the S room has a
splayed window of external width 0.7m, widening to 0.9m
on the inside, and two doors c0.9m wide to the S of it.
There is also a 0.9m gap in middle of the S wall and a small
0.4m gap in the W wall next to the dividing wall.
The second house has a single chamber 8.4 x 5.3m
externally, with its long axis 8° W of N. Its S wall is at
the base of the cliff. The walls are 0.6m wide and up to
1.6m high, except for the W wall, which is badly broken.
There is a 1.8m gap near the S end of the E wall. The OS
25” map shows a well immediately W of the enclosure,
now represented by a wet patch of ground in front of a
rocky cleft.

Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon
Airigh a’Bhreac Laoigh (Upper Kilpatrick Farm)
Measured survey in conjunction with Scotland’s Rural Past (SRP)
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 42328 22736 Settlement or shieling site The remains
of at least eight elliptical or roughly circular buildings and
building platforms were recorded at a height of c165m.
They stand on a narrow plateau at the bottom of a steep
slope up to a rocky crag, not far above the head dyke.
All the features at this level have been included in this
description as the hut sites may have a connection with the
peat cuttings of the area.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Airigh Mhic Cribhain, Beinn an Aoinidh
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 477 203 (centred on) The hill of Beinn an Aoinidh on

the S coast of Brolas, at the top of the cliffs immediately
above Carsaig Arches, has given its name to the wide valley
to the NW. The settlement at the western edge of this valley
is named as Airigh Mhic Cribhain (McNiven’s Shieling) on
the OS 6" maps of 1881 and 1900. Only two shieling hut
mounds can now be seen, and it is not possible to tell if
this old shieling site had been a ‘one family’ site or not.
Whether or not this area was used again until the farm
was turned into a sheepwalk is not known. Certainly the
shepherd’s house, byres and enclosures were built once
‘the sheep came in’ and were in use until the 1930s. It may
have been sited here because by then the valley was part of
the farm of Beach and it was easier of access.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Airigh na Stainge
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 51207 23141 An area of common grazing land
associated with the farm of Killunaig and stretching S over
the peninsula towards the Atlantic coast is depicted on the
1819 estate map. Both old and new maps show only one
shieling site, named ‘Airie na Staung’ at NM 51207 23141.
Two further shieling sites have been located at NM 51369
23042 and NM 51615 22752 to NM 51686 22776.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

An Leacann, Kilpatrick Farm Croft 4
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 42092 23235 Croft 4 covers a c5ha area on a very narrow,
truncated strip of land S of the A849. The E boundary of its
land is formed by the Allt Ruadh and the W boundary by a
dry stone dyke. At the S end of Croft 4 the dyke dog-legs E
to join the burn, this is 100m N of the head dyke. Croft 4 is
both shorter and narrower than the other three crofts. The
croft incorporates An Leacann Farmstead and an additional
building, the indeterminate remains of a small building or
enclosure, a trackway, dyke, enclosure and sheepfold.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Clachan Fhalbhain
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 4517 2393 This farmstead, which was surveyed
1 June–10 November 2010, lies on the S side of Loch
Scridain, about 500m from the shore and 50m above sea
level. It is situated on a deep basalt trap, in the lee of rocky
cliff faces and consists of the remains of four dry stone
walled buildings, all unroofed; various stone dykes and
evidence of cultivation beds. The area is bounded to the W
by the Beach River. To the E are the remains of two stone
dykes. The closest starts at NM 45366 24107 and runs NNE,
stopping at a cliff edge. The farther starts at NM 455 240
37
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and runs from a natural scarp in a NW direction. It is not
clear if the walls were associated with the farmstead. The
site is divided by a small stream. The area to the W of the
stream is boggy and the cultivation beds have practically
disappeared. The land to the E of the stream is better
drained and still clearly shows the beds.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Funder: Scotland’s Rural Past

replacement of a foul water drain to the rear of The
Welcome Centre on 17–26 January 2011. No features or
artefacts of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: The Iona Community

Dererach
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 5148 2977 A survey of the old township of Dererach
was undertaken 22 January–5 February 2011. The township
consists of seven dry stone, random-rubble buildings, three
with associated enclosures, one circular structure and
a sheepfold. It lies on S-facing hillside on the N coast of
Loch Scridain, between 20–40m above sea level. There are
several small streams flowing through the area, which is
littered with rocky outcrops and geological dykes. Aerial
photographs, taken in the 1940s, just before the main
forestry plantation was established, show many cultivation
strips to the W of the township, as far as the Allt na Coille
Moire, which was the march with the neighbouring farm
of Killiemore. There is also one roofed dwelling below the
township, on the B8035.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Funder: Scotland’s Rural Past

Buildings 1a and 1b, Clachan Fhalbhain

Cnoc nam Piob, Beinn An Aoinidh
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 4848 2049 (centred on) This site lies to the W of a
dyke dividing it from the area of rig. A total of 24 building
platforms or hut mounds have been identified in this area,
most of which are roughly circular, ranging from 3–6m in
diameter. A few are sub-rectangular, the largest being c8
x 5.5m. There is a noticeable lack of visible stonework
on these grass-covered mounds, the only exception to
this being a vertical stone c1m high, embedded on one
platform. This stone has a pointed top, in which is a notch
which may have been man-made.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Cul Dunsmeorach and The Welcome Centre
Watching brief
Maureen C Kilpatrick and Alastair Becket – GUARD
Archaeology Ltd
NM 285 244 and NM 28571 24568 A watching brief was
undertaken during the construction of a new extension and
associated services at Cul Dunsmeorach. The work, which
was carried out in three phases on 19 July and 26 July 2010
and 7–9 February 2011 recorded no features or artefacts of
archaeological significance.
A further watching brief was undertaken during the
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Dun na Muirgheidh, Kilpatrick
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare, Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive and Ross of Mull Historical Centre
NM 412 236 This fort is also known as Dun a’ Mhorair – Fort
of the Lord and by older local inhabitants as the ‘Danish
Fort’. The northern tip of the main dyke that divides Crofts
1 and 2 of Kilpatrick Farm terminates at the inner defensive
wall. The site consists of a midden (NM 41317 23607), three
piles of stones that may be burial cairns (NM 41327 23524),
a quarry that stands a few metres above the high tide level
and may have used as a boat naust (NM 41289 23552),
several stone piles (NM 41288 23568, NM 41324 23426 and
NM 41300 23420) cairns (NM 41263 23499 and NM 41238
23388), stone structures (NM 41388 23503 and NM 41333
23456), dykes (NM 41230 23370 and NM 41207 23446) and
a trackway (NM 41317 23440 – NM 41319 23467).
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Iona Abbey
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NM 286 245 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
on 8 November 2010 during the excavation of seven small
holes for permanent survey markers. None of the holes was
deep enough to disturb significant archaeological deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Iona Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NM 28683 24515 This large and impressive collection of
carved stones is stored in various locations, with the stones
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assessed during October 2010–January 2011, kept at the St
Columba Centre, Fionphort and in the chapel of St Ronan’s
on Iona. A substantial group of stones come from the
Nunnery cloisters, so their storage location in St Ronan’s is
appropriate. The stones consist of a number of voussoirs,
one with low-relief carved decoration. In addition, there
are two very highly decorated rectangular blocks, now at
Fionphort.

clearance. The site does not appear on the estate map of
1819, but is shown as two unroofed buildings on the 1st
and 2nd Edition OS maps of 1881 and 1900.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Killunaig Farm
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 48696 25241 This small, almost circular ring enclosure,
with no obvious entrance, lies in undrained pasture, 15m
to the S of the wall now surrounding Park House, on the
old farm of Killunaig. It measures c11.2 x 10.4m externally
and 6 x 6m internally, within slumped earth banks. The
bank was composed of turf and soil, with the occasional
stone to a depth of c0.3m.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Walling block from Nunnery cloisters, Iona Abbey

Since nothing remains of the nunnery cloisters, the
stones are the only evidence of their original appearance.
Three of the stones have been described and illustrated in
RCAHMS Argyll, vol 4, Iona. Another group of voussoirs,
although very eroded, have rows of dog-tooth ornament,
and this arrangement can be found in the N choir arcade
of the abbey church, where several voussoirs have been
replaced.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Killunaig Farm
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 4849 2499 This site is often referred to as ‘Torrans
Mill’, but is in fact on the farm of Killunaig, the River
Abhainn nan Tòrr forming the march between the ancient
farms of Killunaig and Torrans. The 1st Edition OS map of
1881 shows three buildings and the remains of all three
can still be found. It is represented on Langland’s estate
map of 1819 as having a small holding or croft, marked ‘E’,
attached to it. This holding is much smaller than others
within Killunaig Farm and has no march dyke. A SW–NE
aligned overshot mill was recorded on the S bank of the
river below a small cliff (NM 48504 24995), the remains of
what may have been the Miller’s house were just to the N
(NM 48492 24920), and a probable byre was recorded at
NM 48472 24991.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Funder: Historic Scotland

Killunaig Croft, Killunaig Farm
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 48405 25352 This small enclosure and building
complex is built into the lea of a rock buttress, just to
the E of Abhainn nan Tòrr. The remains of a dry stone
building are built into a dry stone dyke, which forms an
enclosure using the rock buttress at its back. The building
which has rounded corners measures 8.4 x 4.7m externally
and the three standing walls are 0.6m high. The enclosure
measures c41 x 11m. Little stone remains in the area of the
second building to the W, and it was not possible to locate
its exact position or size. The field in front of the enclosing
wall still shows signs of former cultivation strips and close
by are several heaps of stones, which appear to be field

A measured survey of Killunaig Mill undertaken at a scale of 1: 100

Killunaig Farm – Holding A
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 49412 25503 This farmstead seems to be represented
on the 1819 estate map as three buildings in Holding A,
one with an attached enclosure. The site consisted of a
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house (NM 49412 25503), an enclosure (NM 49407 25504),
an enclosure and structure (NM 49444 25512), and a barn
(NM 49340 25363).
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Killunaig Farm – Holding B
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 49202 25471 A single structure lies on a N-facing slope
at the same height (c50m) as other ruins farther E. It is
located just to the E of the march between Holdings A and
B shown on the estate map of 1819, although it does not
appear on that map. The remains consist of a 9 x 5.3m dry
stone building, aligned E–W, and was possibly a house.
The building abuts the N side of a 10 x 9m enclosure. From
here, a dyke can be seen wending its way downhill. This
would be the old march between Killunaig Holdings A and
B depicted on the estate map of 1819.
A single structure relating to the settlement of the tenants
of Holding B on Killunaig Farm, which is shown as a group
of three buildings on the estate map of 1819, was recorded
at NM 49026 25413. A further structure was recorded at
NM 49294 25310, just 6.5m to the W of the turf-covered
boundary dyke between Holdings A and B.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Kilpatrick
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare, Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive and Ross of Mull Historical Centre
The survey undertaken at Kilpatrick recorded a number
of features. A burial ground, which is still in use, was
recorded at NM 4195 2347. The earliest visible inscriptions
date to the late 18th century. There are no visible traces of a
chapel in the burial ground, although there is a significant
flat-topped mound immediately outside the N wall. Two
quarries that may have provided stone for the walls of the
burial ground or the boundary dyke between Kilpatrick
and Ardchrishnish were recorded at NM 41911 23503 and
NM 42014 23432, and a possible sunken enclosure was
recorded at NM 42005 23421.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Kilpatrick – Croft 1
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
The survey in this area recorded two features of interest.
The remains of kelp burning pits were recorded at NM
41296 23371.These consist of the low remains of a threecelled structure, apparent as three, roughly rectangular,
shallow and equal-sized depressions, with the remains of
the footings of perimeter and internal division walls. The
second feature consisted of a wrought iron ring set into
rock at NM 41306 23370, which may have been used for
tethering animals.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Kilpatrick Farm – Croft 1
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 41484 23219 This series of buildings and structures
lies on one of the lava terraces between two steep, craggy
slopes to the S of the A849, and on the terrace above
Kilpatrick Croft buildings and the farmstead near Allt Loch
Arm. The site consists of a building (possible blackhouse)
at NM 41484 23088, a well preserved corn-drying kiln (NM
41628 23115), two structures (NM 41575 23094 and NM
41386 23099), and two groups of stones (NM 41654 23069
and NM 41564 23167).
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Head dyke, Killunaig Farm
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Kilpatrick Farm – Croft 1
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
The survey of this site located remains of Kilpatrick Croft
House (NM 41296 23267), a ruined a dry stone walled
dwelling, 18 x 6m, with walls remaining almost intact to
eaves and verge height. The remains of a drove road (NM
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Clearing the possible blackhouse at NM 41484 23088, Killpatrick Farm – Croft 1

41274 23274), which may represent the main route used for
cattle being driven from the W end of the Ross of Mull to
Grass Point, and thence to the mainland markets. An intact
barn (NM 41416 23402) and two modern bungalows (NM
41373 23272 and NM 41375 23185) were also recorded. The
garden of the second bungalow contains a short section
stone wall footings and a small area of rig and furrow.
The ruins of Kilpatrick Farmstead stand just outside the S
boundary of the property.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Kilpatrick Farm – Croft 2
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 41834 23057 Croft 2 lies to the E of Croft 1 and consists
of a long, narrow rectangle measuring between 190–1020m
wide, with the long axis oriented roughly SSE–NNW. It is
bounded by the sea to the N, and the head dyke to the S,
and covers an area of c20ha. It follows the same profile as
Crofts 1 and 3, rising in a series of plateaus to the SE, and
is bounded by long dry stone dykes on the E and W sides.
Sections of dry stone dykes fill gaps in the E–W crags in
a series of boundaries that contain each plateau. There is
one main building, probably a dwelling, with various other
features on the same plateau which may or may not be
connected to the farmstead.
The site consisted of a building and enclosure (NM

41834 23057), two structures (NM 41877 23016 and NM
41941 22761), two banks (NM 41854 22957 and NM 41851
22892), three areas of former peat cutting (NM 41772 22996,
NM 41967 23008 and NM 41629 23119), a probable burial
cairn (NM 41672 23112), a trackway (NM 41736 23142), an
enclosure (NM 41631 23149) and a dyke (NM 41596 23198).
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Kilpatrick Farm ‑ Croft 2
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 41419 23523 The features described below lie within
Croft 2; however, it is likely that they predate it.
NM 41419 23523 Cairn The remains of a Bronze Age
cairn sit on the top platform of a significant promontory,
from which there are extensive views out to sea. The fort of
Dun na Muirgheidh lies below, a short distance to the NW.
The cairn is elliptical and measures c18 x 12.8m. The 4 x
3m outlines of the stone footings of a possible single-celled
structure were recorded on grassland c1m to the SE of the
cairn.
NM 41390 23534 – NM 41414 23479 Trackway A short
section of trackway winds along the edge of a flat area of
cultivation at the junction with the short hillslope up to the
adjacent cairn.
NM 41519 23456 Quarry A small disused quarry sits in
open countryside adjacent to the cairn and the main dyke
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between Crofts 2 and 3. It is semi-elliptical in shape, c13m
long by 6m deep and 1.5m high.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Mill Brae, Bunessan, Mull
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 38613 21958 and NM 39012 21663 A watching brief was
undertaken on the 8 September 2011 during excavations for
new poles and associated stays for overhead power lines at
two locations near Bunessan. No archaeological features
were recorded in any of the trenches.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: SSE plc

Bronze Age cairn at NM 41419 23523, Kilpatrick Farm – Croft 2

Kilpatrick Farm – Croft 3
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 41971 23226 Croft 3 lies to the E of Croft 2 and consists
of a long, narrow rectangle measuring c240m wide and 900m
long, with the long axis oriented roughly SSE–NNW. It is
bounded by the sea to the N, and the head dyke to the S,
and covers an area of c22ha. It follows the same profile as
Crofts 1 and 2, rising in a series of plateaus to the SE. The
land between the A849 and the head dyke is scattered with
evidence of continual domestic and agricultural use. Not all of
the features recorded will have been in use at the same time.
The site consisted of three buildings (NM 41878 23253,
NM 41971 23226 and NM 42182 22943), two structures (NM
41937 23267 and NM 41921 23206), an enclosure (NM 41924
23187), three stone piles possibly relating to field clearance
(NM 42003 23234, NM 42011 23230 and NM 41931 23235),
an area of peat cutting (NM 42211 229910) and a bank (NM
42131 23068).
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Maol na Mointeach
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 41650 22721 This settlement stands on a wide ledge
next to a small burn below the crags of Maol na Mointeach.
There is a large flat grassy area immediately to the N and
the head dyke stands at the top of the crag above the
settlement. The survey recorded the remains of a series
of stone walled, multi-celled dwellings and enclosures
on stone and turf platforms. A number of other features
were recorded on the terrace, but it was not possible to
determine if they were associated with it. These included
two structures (NM 41596 22938 and NM 41721 22894),
two buildings (NM 41607 22977 and NM 41686 22799), a
bank (NM 41630 22861 – NM 41546 22840), two stone piles
of possibly early structures (NM 41746 22872), and a bank
and enclosure (NM 41579 22812).
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Park House – Holdings C and D, Killunaig Farm
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 487 253 The buildings of this township were associated
with Holdings C and D of Killunaig Farm on Langland’s estate
map of 1819. They are mainly concentrated around the stone
dyke which was dividing them at that time. By the 1820s a
school house and croft for the schoolmaster of Brolas had
been created across the line of this division, taking into its
walled area at least three of the existing cottages.
The survey recorded the current Park House, built in 1966
and designed to look similar to the original building. The
remains of three dry stone dwellings, previously in both
Holdings C and D, which lie in the present garden of Park
House at NM 48727 25348, NM 48701 25300 and NM 48669
25287. These four buildings are all that can be seen of the
cluster of six buildings relating to the township depicted
on the 1819 estate map. The footings of a structure (NM
48712 25389), a structure, enclosures and dyke (NM 48772
25351), a building (NM 48707 25280), an enclosure (NM
48720 25314), and a structure and associated field system
(NM 48766 24896).
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Poll an Dobhrain – Kilpatrick
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 41209 23501 To the W of the promontory of Dun na
Muirgheidh is Poll an Dobhrain (the Sea Pool of the Otter). A
harbour has been created or enhanced here, by the removal
of rocks to deepen the draught and enable the landing or
mooring of boats. Curving dry stone walls, which project
from above high tide level into the sea, have been constructed
on both sides and there appear to be the remains of a small
boat naust above the high tide line. A series of iron fence
posts and iron rings are set into the natural rocks at or below
the current high tide level where they project into the sea.
The latter would have provided mooring points for boats
using the harbour.
The harbour is close enough to Dun na Muirgheidh to
have been in use at the same time, but the walls may be of
later construction. It is also reputedly where timber from
lost cargoes or shipwrecks was landed and taken overland,
a distance of around 200m, to be processed at the sawmill
on the burn to the SW. Charles Maclean (The Isle of Mull;
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Placenames, Meanings and Stories), states that timber was
carried from the harbour to the sawmill via rail tracks, but
no evidence of a track can be found. The rig and furrow
cultivation strips to the S of the harbour, that would predate
any track, are continuous. The advantages of such a track for
transporting timber over such a short distance are doubtful,
and the impracticality of constructing such a facility over
difficult ground conditions, would also seem to make its
existence unlikely. The same source states that rails from
the track occur in the garden of the nearby bungalow Alltnan-Faidh, and although one old cast-iron rail does exist, it
does not seem to be suitable for this purpose. A shallow pit,
just to the SW of the harbour, may be the remains of a small
kelp burning pit.
Archive: PPHA, RCAHMS and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Sròn Daraich/An Slugan
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 53084 29652 This small farmstead is situated on the
S-facing slope of Sròn Daraich and there is a relatively small
area of flattish land at sea level, before the ground rises
steeply into An Slugan (The Gullet). The valley lies between
the headlands of Sròn Daraich and Garbh Shròn and much
of the land still shows evidence of cultivation rigs. The area
was surveyed 31 December 2010–1 January 2011.
The farmstead consists of two buildings on the rocky
outcrop of Sròn Daraich (NM 53084 29652 and NM 53074
29655), an associated enclosure, at least one structure
within An Slugan (NM 52982 29774), areas of cultivation
rigs, and the remains of a stone dyke heading in an easterly
direction towards Ardvergnish.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Poll an Dobhrain (Sea Pool of the Otter) Kilpatrick, showing landing places

Sithean House
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 2710 2470 A watching brief was undertaken 19 August
2010–19 March 2011 during topsoil stripping prior to housing
development on a site N of Sithean House. The area was
considered sensitive as it was located in the vicinity of a
number of known archaeological sites, including a cross
slab (NM22SE 109), a possible burial ground (NM22SE 29)
and a possible cairn/mound (NM22SE 30).
Two sub-rectangular pits were recorded within the
windblown sand. The first measured 1.86 x 0.63m and was
0.16m deep, and the second measured 1.75 x 0.58m and was
0.25m deep. No datable material was recovered from either
of the pits, both of which were filled with brown sand.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr MacIntyre

Sligneach Croft, Iona
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NM 2829 2355 (centred on) A watching brief was
undertaken 2–4 November 2010 during ground-breaking
works associated with a development at Sligneach Croft.
The excavations revealed fine silty topsoil overlying sandy/
pebbly sandy subsoil. A considerable depth of natural
beach sand was recorded in the E corner of the site and
bedrock was found close to the surface in numerous areas.
All of the features recorded related to 19th-century or later
use of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Neil MacInnes

Tighe Mhoir, Killunaig Farm
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
NM 49498 25692 Turf covered mounds are all that remain
of the walls of a structure, measuring 14.5 x 8.5m, which
may have been a large building or small enclosure. Close
by are the vestigial remains of a smaller structure. Former
residents of Pennyghael had tales of the large ruin being
a jail. It is true that a former proprietor of the estate was
a Sheriff Robertson and the remains may have something
to do with him. An alternative theory among residents
was that the house had been lived in by the local Sheriff
Officer. No documentary evidence has yet been found to
substantiate any tale.
Several sections of the old stone march dyke between
Killunaig and Pennycross Farms were recorded on the W
bank of the lower section of Allt an Tighe Mhoir. There
are the remains of a possible lamb pen at NM 49528 25788
and immediately to the W of the dyke an area of rig is still
visible at NM 4945 2580.
The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past

Upper Kilpatrick Farm
Measured survey in conjunction with SRP
John Clare and Members of Pennyghael in the Past Historical
Archive
NM 42379 21768 This shieling site is composed of a group
of building platforms and the low remains of at least
25 buildings and enclosures on either side of the march
boundary, which follows the line of a small burn through the
middle of the valley. The shapes and sizes of the individual
features vary enormously and appear to date from a range
of periods. Some of the larger structures are elliptical or
sub-rectangular with a small, attached cell on one side, and
what appears to be the footing of an internal division wall.
A number of the structures are built up against the exposed
rock faces of the crags on either side of the shallow glacial
valley. One structure has what appear to be the remains of
a rectangular stone-lined cist set onto one side. Two small
lochans which lie to the N of the site probably played a vital
role during its occupation.
43

Argyll and Bute

Plan of the 19th-century township and the prehistoric monuments at Airigh Ghuaidhre, Islay

Other features of interest recorded included the possible
use of a sluice board at the outlet from Lochan a’ Phuill (NM
42265 21958), a possible hut circle (NM 42122 21955), an
area of peat cutting (NM 41987 22060) and five cairns (NM
42611 22081, NM 42574 22055, NM 42592 22213, NM 42543
22282 and NM 42470 22441).
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The full details of this survey, including a thorough
description of individual features, may be viewed on
Canmore, the RCAHMS database.
Archive: PPHA and RoMHC
Sponsor: Scotland’s Rural Past
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Killarow and Kilmeny
Airigh Ghuaidhre
Survey
Darko Maričević, Steven Mithen and Karen Wicks – University of
Reading
NR 39689 62507 – NR 39954 62496 – NR 39729 62955 –
NR 40014 62996 A detailed survey of the remains of the
abandoned township of Airigh Ghuaidhre, near Kilmeny,
was undertaken 20 August–2 September 2011. This work
represents the continuation of the study, which was started a
year earlier, when a geophysical survey was conducted over
the remaining earthworks of a probable chapel enclosure
belonging to this township (DES 2010, 41). A hilltop enclosure
was also identified and surveyed on the W side of the hillock.
A possible Neolithic burial mound at the edge of the township
and a fallen standing stone near the heart of the 19th-century
settlement offer glimpses of even earlier human presence.
The township A partial survey of the Airigh Ghuaidhre
township undertaken by the OS survey in 1978 included
three buildings and several partial enclosure banks and
boundaries. The OS maps also feature three disused kilns,
which were first surveyed as early as 1878 and appear on
the 1st Edition OS map. The new survey took two surveyors
12 days to complete using a Leica TS-400 Total Station. Over
9000 measurements were taken during the survey of the
township and the surrounding topography and prehistoric
monuments. The overall survey area measured c500m N–S
by c325m E–W. The surveyed extent of the township was
not only increased spatially, but was also enriched in detail
and overall accuracy. The survey recorded the remains of
the township consisting of nine longhouses, two subsidiary
buildings, six lime kilns and a string of interconnecting stock
enclosures and boundaries.
Hilltop enclosure The western part of Airigh Ghuaidhre
hilltop shows evidence of being partly enclosed along the W
and SW side of the summit by at least one or possibly two
ditches with the corresponding internal banks. The inner ditch
and bank were considerably clearer. A township boundary
made of turf and a post-township stone enclosure wall both
cross over the lines of the ditches and the banks. While the
attempts to enclose the summit from the W are relatively clear
the southern slope is unbroken and does not show any signs
of possible enclosure. Aerial photography, however, indicates
that there might be a possible return to at least one of the
ditches in the N direction from the area where they disappear
as negative features. Geophysical investigation accompanied
by targeted trenching across the line of the suspected ditches
would provide necessary confirmation or rejection of the
proposed extent and character of the enclosure.
NR 39911 62811 Standing stone Two fragments of a large
smooth stone lie loose on the ground on the outside of
the eastern side of the post-township enclosure. The stone
appears to have been deliberately split in two, but originally
it would have been 3m long and 1m wide. The stone is lying
on the SW–NE orientation and if it indeed represents a fallen
standing stone next to its original position, then the likelihood
is that it has fallen down the slope from the SW to the NE.
NR 40035 63045 Burial mound A large oval grassy mound is
located c300m NE from the fallen standing stone. Topographic
and electrical resistance surveys were conducted over the
mound and its immediate surroundings. The mound’s
orientation is NNE–SSW and it is 25m long, 15m wide and
3m high. It is ovate in shape, but with a relatively straight
N side. The mound is covered with grassy hummocks, most
of which represent grassed-over rocks protruding at the top
of the main body of the mound. The rocky makeup of the

mound can be observed through the breaks in the grass at
several other places on the sides of the mound, but there was
no obvious indication whether the core of the mound is a
bedrock outcrop or a stone-built cairn. The resistivity survey
grid was oriented along the mound and it measured 30 x
25m. The instrument used was Geoscan’s RM15 resistivity
meter with twin probe configuration and 0.5m spacing. The
survey was conducted with 0.5m traverse spacing and 0.5m
sample intervals. The most obvious feature of the results is
the generic high resistivity of the mound’s core in comparison
to the surrounding areas. The smoothness of the edges of the
mound and the regularity of its oval shape are striking and
they strongly support the argument for the artificial nature of
the mound’s construction. The results cannot be used to infer
any potential structural information from within the central
highest part of the mound due to the insufficient penetration
capabilities of the instrument. A ground penetrating radar
survey is planned for 2012 season.
Archive: University of Reading
Funder: University of Reading

Fallen and split standing stone at Airigh Ghuaidhre, Islay

East Islay Mesolithic Project (EIMP) – Storakaig
Evaluation
Steven Mithen and Karen Wicks – University of Reading
NR 3985 6270 A second season of fieldwork at the
Mesolithic site at Storakaig took place between 20 August
and 3 September 2011. Previous evaluation by test pitting
and trial excavation (DES 2010, 42), had established the
presence of a black organic-rich horizon that we interpret as
a Mesolithic occupation horizon. Several thousand chipped
stone artefacts were collected from the occupation horizon
containing numerous diagnostic Mesolithic artefacts such as
platform cores with bladelet removals including retouched
and truncated blades, along with highly fragmented burnt
bone and charred hazelnut shell. Fragments of burnt bone
recovered during trial excavation were identified as foot
bones belonging to a range of mammals including red deer,
roe deer, wild boar and badger (analysis by C Ingrem). A
radiocarbon date obtained from a fragment of charred
hazelnut shell placed occupation at the site on the cusp of
the Mesolithic–Neolithic transition (c5800 years ago), and
the latter stages of occupation that resulted in the formation
of the shell middens on Oronsay.
Detailed excavation resumed during 2011, this exposing
a 5 x 15m area of the occupation horizon identified in
2010. A strategic programme of excavation that included a
systematic sampling programme to recover stone artefacts,
bone and plant material, to locate features, and select
samples for geochemical analysis and radiocarbon dating
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was undertaken. The occupation deposit was shown to
be more extensive than previously thought and to contain
a high density of chipped stone artefacts and other finds
including 30–35 probable coarse stone artefacts, along with
several thousand fragments of highly fragmented burnt bone,
charred hazelnut shell and charcoal. The finds and samples
are now undergoing analysis at the University of Reading, a
task that will be completed in the spring of 2012.
The project also undertook coring in 2010 that identified
deep peat deposits at Loch Bharradail, c1km N of Storakaig
(NR 393 635). An AMS radiocarbon date (Beta-288422) of
2020 ± 40 years BP (2110 to 1080 cal BP; 170 cal BC to cal
AD 70; 95.4% probability), obtained from peat at the base
of the sequence indicated that relatively rapid accumulation
of sediment had occurred in the late Holocene peat levels.
Funding was awarded from the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland for further coring at Loch Bharradail, with the
expectation of obtaining sediments extending to the Lateglacial period for detailed palaeoecological analysis; this
providing an outstanding opportunity to undertake an
integrated off-site and on-site study of the environment and
economy spanning the Mesolithic to the Historic period in
this region of western Scotland. The fieldwork resulted in
the collection of three peat cores to provide high-resolution
radiocarbon dated pollen, microscopic charcoal and tephra
records that will be used to reconstruct a vegetation and
landscape history for the Dunlossit region.
Archive: Museum of Islay Life
Funder: University of Reading and Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland

NM 83861 07194, NM 83862 07122 and NM 83773 07282
Watching briefs were undertaken during the excavation of
pole trenches for a new power supply to a house currently
under construction. Three of the trenches were hand-dug
as far as glacial deposits, while two pole trenches and an
earth trench associated with one of them were excavated
by machine. Nothing of archaeological significance was
recorded in any of the trenches.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: SSE plc

Cedar Lodge, Slockavullin
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 82488 97455 A watching brief was carried out at Cedar
Lodge 26–27 January 2011. No features or artefacts of
archaeological significance were recorded within the stripped
area of the garage and workshop or within the foundation
trenches of the conservatory.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Ashton

Creag a’Mhadaidh ‘Copper Mine’, Kilmartin
Survey
Daniel Steiniger – German Archaeological Institute, Department
Rome
NM 819 002 The area of Kilmartin is well known for Copper
and Early Bronze Age rock art that shows metal artefacts.
During a survey for prehistoric mining in 2010 Daniel Steiniger
discovered probable traces of ancient firesetting besides an
18th-century mine near Kilmartin. A detailed survey of the site
was undertaken in August 2011. The remains of a storehouse
and two mining adits (c18th century) are situated c400m E
of Dun Creag a’Mhadaidh. Directly SE of the storehouse is
a spoil heap at the base of the hillside, where two adits,
each c30m long, one above the other, were excavated in a
SE direction. They are connected by a partially refilled shaft.
Some 15m ENE of the upper entrance is another gallery.
Post-medieval shot holes are confined to the entrance while
concave features within the gallery could be traces of ancient
firesetting, although natural erosion is also a possibility. The
accessible part of the gallery is c3m high and 5m long, filled
with sediment at both ends and across the floor. The gallery
is expected to extend further. No datable material was found,
but firesetting was used mainly in medieval and prehistoric
mining. Work is ongoing.
Funder: German Archaeological Institute, Department Rome

Palaeoenvironmental coring at Loch Bharradail, c1km due N of the
Mesolithic site at Storakaig, Islay

Kilmartin
Barnlunich, Ardfern
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 83733 07325, NM 83773 07282, NM 83828 07230,
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Creag nam Braithrean, Kilmartin
Field visit
Paul Brown and Barbara Brown
NR 81966 98804 Located in a wet area with natural springs
nearby this cup- and ring-marked outcrop lies below the
Creag nam Braithrean ridge. A flat slab 2.2 x 1.5m mostly
covered in moss has 10 cups, 2 with single rings, 1 with a
150mm diameter central cup surrounded by a 380mm ring
linked to a linear groove. The other has a 60mm cup with
a 180mm ring. The rock surface is friable and degraded in
some sections. The site was recorded in 2010.
Creag nam Braithrean, Kilmartin
Field visit
Paul Brown and Barbara Brown
NR 81957 98816 A flat rectangular slab sits below the above
ridge, its location, similar to the above stone is in a wet area
with springs nearby. It has three cup marks. The site was
recorded in 2010.
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Creag nam Braithrean, Kilmartin
Field visit
Paul Brown and Barbara Brown
NR 81776 98756 A stone measuring 1.13 x 0.63m is set on
a rock shelf above the natural trackway at the above ridge.
The site, mostly covered in turf, consists of one lichen-filled
cup within a single ring mark. The site was recorded in 2010.
Maol Achadh-bheinn ‘Clay Mine’, Kilmartin
Survey
Daniel Steiniger ‑ German Archaeological Institute, Department
Rome
NR 837 987 During a survey for prehistoric mining in August
2011, Jim Malcolm, ex-geologist from Kilmartin, showed us a
narrow mine entrance, c100m E of the village on the N slope
of a hill called Maol Achadh-bheinn. The gallery is roughly
quadrangular (c7 x 6m) and very low (1–1.5m). The roof
consists of hard rock, while all faces and the base display
fine greyish clay, partially covered by sinter. Intermixed with
the clay are pebbles up to 0.5m in diameter. It seems that
the clay is of glacial origin and was deposited as till in a preexisting cave. Pick traces all along the sides are comparably
fresh and leftover pebbles cover the floor, so it seems that
the clay was mined for pottery or building purposes in the
nearby village, not too long ago.
Funder: German Archaeological Institute, Department Rome

Raslie Burn Settlement, Kilmartin
Field visit
Paul Brown and Barbara Brown
NR 81646 98720 A 1.7 x 1.1m boulder covered in bracken is
located close to the Old Raslie Burn settlement. Its surface
has 29 cups and there has been an unsuccessful attempt in
the recent past to enlarge one central cup, possibly using a
quarry drill. The site was recorded in 2010.

Kilmichael Glassary
Braevallich Hydro-electric Scheme
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 95447 06858, NM 95485 06927 to NM 95490 06939 and
NM 95488 07047 A watching brief was undertaken on 12 July
2011 during excavations at three sections of a pipe trench for
a new hydro-electric scheme to the S of Braevallich near the
S shore of Loch Awe. At NM 95447 06858 the trench cut
through a dry stone dyke, probably dating to the 19th century,
and a nearby earth bank that seemed to be upcast from an
adjacent ditch. Between NM 95485 06927 and NM 95490
06939 the trench cut through a section of rig and furrow
which was very shallow in profile. At NM 95488 07047 it
ran through an earth and stone boundary of possible preimprovement age.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Mr Philip Bowden Smith

Lochgilphead to Port Ann Overhead Line Renewal
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NR 88826 85536 A watching brief was undertaken on 12
May 2011 during excavations for the replacement of a pole
on this overhead line. The pole stood on a natural mound
close to the former township of Tomban (NR88NE 41).
An area measuring 12 x 4m on the top of the mound was
stripped of topsoil to allow a mechanical excavator to dig
the trench. Nothing of archaeological significance was
uncovered during excavation.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Lochgilphead to Kilmichael and Duntrune Overhead Line
Renewal
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
Watching briefs were undertaken in March and April 2011
during the excavation of trenches at several locations along
power lines in the Kilmichael and Duntrune areas. At NR
80952 96612, close to several prehistoric monuments around
Poltalloch, the summit of a natural mound was stripped to
increase clearance for an overhead cable. A pole trench was
dug at NR 86658 93891, near the possible site of a cairn
at Ducharnan. Three pole trenches were excavated close to
several cup-marked rocks near Kilbride Farm, at NR 85137
96269, NR 85181 96323 and NR 85232 96379. Nothing of
archaeological significance was uncovered in any of the
trenches.

Loch Glashan
Casual find
Anne Crone – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 91890 92457 The lowering of the water level in Loch
Glashan in August 2011 exposed the remnants of a logboat
on the shore just to the S of the dam. Only a small fragment
of the logboat remained and this was in a very decayed
condition. It is likely that this is the same logboat observed
by Horace Fairhurst during his excavations of the medieval
island settlement in the loch and left in situ at the time.
The surviving fragment is an oak log just 2.7m in length
and 0.48m at its widest point. In cross-section all that
survives is a hollowed-out chord, 0.15m at its thickest.
The upper surface is completely eroded but the lower
surface is much better preserved. The curved surface of
the heartwood/sapwood boundary survives over much of
the surface, and scattered along this surface are clusters
of shallow axe marks, probably incurred while stripping
off the sapwood, the axe only glancing off the heartwood.
A branch junction has not been trimmed back and still
projects some 70mm from the surface, suggesting that this
may have been an unfinished logboat, left in the water to
prevent drying out.
A radiocarbon date from the logboat has produced a
date of 1720 ± 25 BP (SUERC-36708), which calibrates, at
2-sigma, to 250–392 cal AD. This is comparable with the
earliest group of dates from the nearby crannog and suggests
that the manufacture of the logboat was part of the same
phase of activity on and around the loch which probably
saw the construction of the crannog sometime in the 2nd to
4th centuries AD.

Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Temple Wood Stone Circles
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NR 826 978 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 19 September 2011 during the installation of upright
wooden posts holding electronic people counters. No finds
or features of archaeological significance were recorded
during the excavation of six shallow holes.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Kilmartin/Kilmichael Glassary
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FCS forester Andy Buntin and the Loch Glashan logboat (© Forestry
Commission Scotland)

Kilmore and Kilbride
Dunollie House
Watching brief
Roddy Regan – The Dunollie Preservation Trust
NM 85275 31500 A watching brief was undertaken 25–28
February 2011 during work at Dunollie House. Evidence of
gravel quarrying was seen in the N of the area and this may
be related to the construction of Dunollie House in 1746, or
possibly the extensive remodelling of the house and grounds in
1830. The remains of a small structure were located in the area
of the N car park. This was probably used as a potting shed
and subsequently demolished. The reason for its demolition is
unclear, but probably occurred during landscaping of the area
in front of the house, which coincided with the refurbishment
of the house and the construction of a large walled garden
below Dunollie Castle in the early 19th century.
Archive: Auchindrain Trust (intended). Report: Historic Scotland,
RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: The Dunollie Preservation Trust

Gallanach Road, Oban
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NM 8485 2940 A watching brief was carried out 1–22 August
2011 during site clearance associated with the construction
of a new house at Cardentrive, Gallanach Road. The site,
which is located close to the caves containing archaeological
remains, was found to have been heavily disturbed at some
point in the past and no significant archaeological features or
finds were recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: C Currie
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Kerrera, Torbhain Mor
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 79935 28166 A walkover survey was undertaken 15–16
February 2011 prior to the submission of an application for a
small wind farm centred on Torbhain Mor, which is located
at the S end of the island of Kerrera. Various remnants of
post-medieval, pre-clearance cultivation were recorded,
including areas of rig/lazy beds, clearance cairns, banks,
walls and access tracks. In addition two structures, possibly
18th-century or earlier in date, were recorded on the W side
of the farmstead of Barnabuck. The mid-18th-century jetty
from which cattle were transported and that was later used
by the Grass Point–Barnabuck mail ferry was also recorded.
All heights are given in relation to the OD.
Clearance cairns, all probably 18th-/19th-century in date,
were recorded at the following locations: NM 79758 28162
(164m); NM 79762 28123 (158m); NM 79727 28139 (141m);
NM 79691 28129 (131m); NM 79754 28192 (123m); NM 79777
28189 (117m); NM 79793 28205 (116m); NM 79754 28290
(97m); NM 79733 28344 (87m); NM 79677 28344 (71m);
NM 79782 28557 (27m); NM 79810 28434 (30m); NM 79832
28443 (29m); NM 79749 28458 (28m); NM 79823 28339
(35m); NM 79838 28343 (34m); NM 79880 28311 (33m); NM
79901 28420 (24m); NM 79996 28451 (3m); NM 80191 28185
(38m); and NM 79713 27960 (32m).
Walls, all probably 19th-/20th-century in date, were
recorded at NM 79750 28150 (154m); NM 79635 28408
(57m); NM 79635 28430 (49m); NM 79655 28539 (42m); NM
79907 28290 (30m); NM 80189 28210 (35m) to NM 80220
28103 (60m); and NM 80101 28110 (65m). A 18th-/19th-century
wall runs from NM 80010 27687 (63m), curves to NM 79952
27641 (56m) and NM 79916 27643 (56m).
Banks, all 18th-/19th-century in date, were recorded at NM
79776 28278 (103m); NM 79847 28306 (35m); NM 79883
28409 (19m); NM 79964 28334 (24m); NM 80034 28425
(1m); NM 79935 28280 to NM 79990 28321 (36–34m); NM
80068 28247 to NM 80132 28252 (40–21m); NM 80275 28036
(95m); NM 80058 28023 to NM 79870 27961 (85–99m); NM
79869 28226 (62m); NM 79846 28194 to NM 79820 28194
(55–49m); NM 79697 28063 to NM 79735 28009 (20–36m)
and NM 79939 27725 (88m).
Lazy beds/rig, all 18th-/19th-century in date, were recorded
at NM 79677 28334 (70m); NM 79781 28389 (25m); NM
79896 28315 (34m); NM 80024 28320 (22m); NM 80005
28160 (64m); NM 80027 28230 (52m); NM 79935 28166
(73m); NM 79958 28017 (90m); NM 79899 28066 (78m) and
NM 80040 28041 (87m).
Two 18th-/19th-century tracks were recorded at NM 79907
28290 and NM 80060 28112 to NM 80111 28256 (70–30m); a
19th-century quay at NM 79847 28506 (13m); a 19th-century
quarry at NM 79749 28458 (28m); an 18th-century longhouse
and barn at NM 80120 28319 (14m); an 18th-/19th-century
threshing barn and ruined house at NM 80135 28330 (11m)
and an 18th-/19th-century peat hag at NM 80367 27897
(117m).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kerrera Development Trust

Pennyfuir
Evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 86805 31994 A 8% evaluation was undertaken 17
January–19 July 2011 on the site of a proposed cemetery
extension. The work recorded a series of buried soils and
colluvial deposits, a possible cremation, an oval pit with
a cobble fill and the potential for further negative features
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beneath the topsoil. The buried soils did not contain any
pottery and in places they were sealed by a substantial layer
of colluvium; it is likely that these date back to the medieval
and perhaps prehistoric period. Post-medieval ceramics were
observed in the upper colluvium/ploughsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Argyll and Bute Council

Tullich to Kilmelford Overhead Line Renewal
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 87469 26061, NM 87285 26126, NM 87698 25674,
NM 87775 25594 and NM 87796 24890 A watching brief
was maintained 11–12 October 2011 at several locations
during the replacement of poles for an overhead power line
between Tullich switching station and Kilmelford. Nothing of
archaeological significance was found in any of the trenches.

A complex of field boundaries and enclosure walls
complete the archaeological record and indicate the phased
division of the landscape through time. The walls were of dry
stone, turf and stone construction, and varied significantly in
their preservation, while some of the walls displayed good
evidence for phasing.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Ulva Estates, Mull

Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: SSE plc

Kilninian and Kilmore
Island of Ulva
Walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NM 4335 3975 (Area 1 – centred on) and NM 42298 39674
(Area 2 – centred on) A walkover survey was carried out
1 April–30 May 2011 in advance of woodland establishment
schemes. The work was undertaken to assess the nature
and extent of any archaeology likely to be affected by the
scheme and to inform recommendations for the protection
and management of any sites. The survey identified sites
previously recorded by AOC Archaeology Group in 1998 and
new sites relating to post-medieval settlement on the island.
The total number of sites identified and recorded during
the walkover survey included 22 houses, 17 byres, 13 bothies,
2 kale yards, 28 shielings, 5 pens, 8 enclosures, 49 boundary
walls, 49 areas of rig and furrow cultivation, 3 wells, 2 sheep
fanks, 1 jetty, 1 track and numerous clearance cairns. The
only prehistoric site of note was a previously recorded
standing stone.
The density of the remains indicates a well preserved
settlement system of regional importance including
infrastructure associated with the cultivation and modification
of the land. This includes a complex of small settlements,
individual farmsteads, houses and their associated ancillary
buildings, enclosures and cultivation plots, and shielings
possibly relating to several phases of occupation.
The major settlements identified appear to relate to Soriby
Bay and Aird Glass. Beyond the enclosures and areas of major
settlement we did find the ephemeral remains of bothies,
shielings and rock shelters that were probably associated
with transhumance activities within the wider landscape.
Some of this activity was centred on areas of enclosure, some
of which may have consisted of areas of grazing for livestock,
but which generally consisted of areas of rig and furrow
cultivation. In addition to these sites, we did recover some
evidence for the connectivity with the sea in the form of a
jetty and cleared areas on the foreshore for boat landings.
Some of the areas of rig and furrow were enclosed with dry
stone, and turf and stone dykes, while natural rock outcrops
and escarpments had also been utilised within the enclosure
system. The majority of the rigs or lazy beds appear to have
been hand-dug, making use of the better quality ground,
while the interspersed furrows would have provided drainage
channels for water run-off. Clearance cairns were also
identified associated with some of the improved land.

Part of the settlement of Aird Glass, island of Ulva

Kildavie
Survey and excavation
Bill Patterson and Ian Hill – Mull Archaeology Interest Group
NM 3920 5316 A survey and trial trenching were undertaken,
July 2010–September 2011, by the Mull Archaeology Interest
Group (MAIG) and Heritage and Archaeological Research
Practice Ltd (HARP) at the abandoned settlement of Kildavie.
The site consists of a variety of unroofed buildings and
enclosures. Two trial trenches and one test pit were excavated
to investigate two of the structures, which lie on the outside
of the settlement. The excavations revealed a possible
agricultural plot and a watermill; however, further work will
be required to determine the exact nature of the watermill.

Volunteers surveying at Kildavie, Mull

The limited work undertaken has established that the site
has definite archaeological potential, but has not provided a
full understanding of the settlement prior to its abandonment.
A more focused excavation is planned to investigate the
watermill and the potential domestic buildings within the
site. The settlement was first recorded as part of the SRP
project and is now part of Archaeology Scotland’s Adopt-aMonument Scheme, which is working to conserve, interpret
and promote the settlement. To date this has included the
reduction and management of bracken, and work with the
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community owned woodland trust to improve access.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: WoSAS

Kilninver and Kilmelford
Clachan-Seil
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 79422 20335 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken 1 November–1 December 2010 prior to the
submission of an application for a wind farm. Various banks/
walls and tracks were recorded. A farmstead consisting of
a possible house with attached enclosure (kale yard) and
circular corn-drying kiln was also recorded. A further isolated
stone structure, possibly for agricultural use was also noted.
A cup-marked stone, with a single large cup was recorded
on a natural outcrop. A township, Dowackarck, was also
recorded adjacent to the access track, as well as later stone
structures including a farmstead. All heights are given in
relation to the OD.
Earthen banks were recorded at the following locations:
NM 79792 20675 (82m) discontinuous to NM 79829 20742
(87m); NM 79654 20758 to NM 79530 20567 (79–95m);
NM 79658 20542 to NM 79664 20484 (81–69m); NM 79351
20304 to NM 79494 20254 (97–92m); NM 79056 20326 to NM
79118 20314 (64–67m); NM 79172 20307 to NM 79143 19995
(66–80m); NM 79212 19960 to NM 79332 19852 (74–88m)
discontinuous to NM 79418 19810 (90m); NM 79525 20218
to NM 79606 20163 (93–71m) and NM 79393 19739 to NM
79623 19995 (85–97m).
Walls were recorded at NM 79849 20609 to NM 79313 20982
(60–92m); NM 79802 20812 to NM 79678 20900 (98–83m);
NM 79310 20926 (94m) and NM 79654 20758 to NM 79433
20300 (79–100m).
Stone and earthen dykes were recorded at NM 79387 20670
to NM 79509 20591 (88–101m); NM 79557 20641 to NM 79592
20630 (94–111m); NM 79715 20652 to NM 79674 20644 (76–
91m) and NM 79011 20153 to NM 79010 20121 (61–51m).
Tracks were recorded at NM 79467 20713 to NM 79588
20764 (84–91m); NM 79742 20554 to NM 79733 20635 (64–
73m) and NM 79218 19905 to NM 79240 198856 (76–73m).
Structures were recorded at NM 79524 20576 (93m); NM
79912 20531 (38m); a possible disturbed structure at NM
79936 20495 (35m); a structure and enclosure at NM 79516
20017 (89m) and a structure and walls at NM 80014 20387
(32m).
Quarries were recorded at NM 79774 20994 (88m) and NM
79523 21171 (113m).
Other features recorded were a cup mark at NM 79025
20270 (66m); cultivation remains at NM 79525 20223 (95m);
a corn-drying kiln at NM 79512 19982 (90m); a head dyke at
NM 79887 20864 to NM 79751 20705 (81m) and a township
at NM 80010 20458 (34m).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Kilninver and Kilmelford
Arduaine Dun
Excavation
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NM 7977 1054 A trench 5m long by 2m wide was excavated
across the SW perimeter of the dun site between 21–29 April
2011. Removal of rubble revealed a possible inner face of a
stone wall that only stood to two courses high at most. The
wall survived to between 0.8–1.2m thick but could have
been wider as no external face was located. No artefacts were
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recovered that would help date the site although there were
flecks of charcoal on the surface of the subsoil. The extremely
poor construction might suggest that the structure is not an
Iron Age dun or it may simply have been very heavily robbed.
Interestingly Roy’s map of the mid-18th century names the
site as ‘Dungaiulaig’.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Photographing the excavation trench at Arduaine Dun

Kingarth
Blackpark Plantation
Watching brief
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NS 0916 5566 A watching brief was carried out 11–12
October 2011 during topsoil removal associated with car
access improvements close to a scheduled stone setting. The
area lay due N of the monument, on the N side of a track
linking the planned road with the B881. The area affected
by the work measured 30m E–W by 5m N–S. The removal
of c0.25m of humic topsoil revealed a bioturbated orangebrown sandy gravel subsoil. No significant archaeological
features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: Bute Museum, Mount Stuart and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme

Kingarth/North Bute
Christian Sites of the Atlantic Rim
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NS 03660 62646, NS 04539 67269 and NS 10004 56658 On
the 24 July 2011 gradiometry and resistance surveys were
undertaken at the four sites of Kilchousland, Kilchatten,
East St Colmac Chapel and St Colmac. This work represents
the start of the Christian Sites of the Atlantic Rim research
project (CSAR) which, aided by a small grant from the British
Academy, aims to answer the question ‘can geophysics alone
identify and date chapel sites?’ The project has initially
chosen to concentrate on the ‘Celtic’ church and has begun
by focusing on the Isle of Bute, as it represents a discrete
geographic area and appears to have an abundance of ‘lost’
chapel sites.
The gradiometry survey was employed to identify and
discount sites with a ‘domestic’ signature, on the assumption
that these sites were either farmsteads or more complex
monastery sites. The resistance survey aimed to determine the
form and layout of sites, which it is hoped would be indicative
of their age. Of the four sites surveyed the results suggest
one ‘no show’, one ‘surprising turn up’, one ‘interesting
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results; possible need for further work’ and one ‘raises more
questions than it answers’. However, it is hoped that the
surveys have added to Bute’s archaeological record. Certainly
one completely new site has been located (St Colmac); East
St Colmac would bear further investigation with the potential
for cists and/or burials and a tentative chapel, and Kilchatten
has been confirmed as a large prehistoric monument. In
terms of the CSAR Project it could be argued that two sites
provide data that confirm the efficacy of the techniques and
provide dates, though of a broad spread.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Rose Geophysical Consultants, British Academy and
Discover Bute Landscape Partnership

Lismore and Appin
Achnacone Cottage, Appin
Watching brief
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 95783 45095 A watching brief was undertaken on 21
December 2010 on a controlled topsoil strip associated with
the planned development of a housing plot on land NW of
Achnacone Cottage. The site is in the vicinity of a number
of known sites, including a recumbent stone (NM94NE
1), an enclosure and a farmstead. No features or finds of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr MacLean

Ballimackillichan Power Line
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 86161 43871 to NM 86267 43949 A watching brief was
undertaken on 9 June 2011 during trenching for a new
underground power supply a short distance from the large
cairn of Cnoc Aingil (NM84SE 13). Nothing of archaeological
interest was recorded in the trench.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Port Moluag
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NM 8715 4335 A walkover survey was undertaken 12–13
March 2011 over a small area of land which is shown as the
site of a chapel on the 1st Edition OS map of 1875. The land is
immediately adjacent to a development site for two houses.
An irregular walled enclosure and an enclosing earth and
stone bank were recorded at the approximate location of
the chapel. Ridges of bedrock within the enclosure would
indicate that this is not a burial enclosure. However, burials
may have been located within the cultivated land on the W
side of the enclosure or within the enclosed area on its N
side. A rectangular stone structure, formerly a boat building
workshop and a saw-pit were also recorded. A well, Tobar
na Slàinte, noted on the 1st Edition OS map of 1875, was also
located and proved to be a modified natural spring.
Archive: Lismore Heritage Centre
Funder: Lismore Historical Society

Lochgoilhead and Kilmorich
Cormonachan
Walkover survey and evaluation
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NS 19620 97325 A walkover survey and evaluation were
undertaken 6–7 June 2011 on a site to the E of Cormonachan

Wood, which may incorporate Currymonachan, a settlement
shown on General Roy’s Military Survey of Scotland (1747–
55). Ruins are also shown on the 1st Edition OS map of
1869, which may represent the former farmstead of Lower
Cormonachan. A walkover survey located two earth and
stone banks, the two ruins depicted on the 1st Edition OS map,
a possible haystack platform and a much denuded enclosure.
No archaeological features or deposits were observed in any
of the trial trenches excavated as part of the 8% evaluation.
All heights are given in relation to the OD.
NS 19486 96979 (7m) Altan Breach A possible enclosure,
c7 x 6m, of dry stone wall construction. A single course of
stones is visible, 0.1m high by 0.5m wide. The enclosure is
on a natural flat terrace overlooking the loch. The W side is
formed from a bedrock ‘cliff’. A low stone wall runs for 5m
N of the enclosure and another runs from the SE corner for
c5m, ending at a natural ridge. Probably 18th or 19th century.
NS 19810 97581 (3m) Imir Buidhe 1 A curvilinear earth
and stone bank, c10m long, up to 1m wide and 0.5m high. It
is oriented E–W and ends at a rocky knoll. Probably 18th/19th
century.
NN 19826 97589 – NN 19775 97603 (2–8m) Imir Buidhe 2
A curvilinear earth and stone bank that starts in the sea as
blocks of stone and runs up onto a flattish area below a relic
cliff. It is oriented E–W and is 100m long, 0.5m wide and up
to 0.7m high. Probably 18th/19th century.
NS 19624 97325 (20m) Lower Cormonachan A rectangular
14 x 7m structure of dry stone construction with square
corners. The building is oriented NE–SW and has 1.7m high
and 0.75m wide walls. This probable 18th-/19th-century
domestic building is located on the edge of a burn 10m N of
a current track and is shown on the 1st Edition OS map.
NS 19587 97256 (13m) Lower Cormonachan A rectangular
6 x 15m structure of dry stone construction, with square
corners and 0.75m wide walls. The N gable end survives to
2.8m high, but only a single course remains of the S end of
the building. A later internal dry stone wall is located 6m S
of the gable end. This probable 18th/19th-century building is
located c10m from the burn and is shown on the 1st Edition
OS map.
NS 19598 97248 (12m OD) Lower Cormonachan The
possible base for a 18th/19th-century haystack consists
of a low circle of stones forming a roughly flat 1.9 x 1.9m
platform.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Cowal Leisure Ltd and Drimsynie Estate Ltd

Glen Kinglas, Allt a’ Chnoic
Survey
Donald Adamson, David Dorren and Nina Henry
NN 2633 1292 At the S end of a broad open area upon which
five glens converge (Glen Kinglas, Gleann a’ Mhill Beag,
Srath Dubh-Uisge, Glen Sloy, and Glen Uaine) is a complex
of three large adjacent stock enclosures. The site is on a SW–
NE route from Argyll (including Cowal) to Inverarnan, and
thence Crieff (via Glen Kinglas and Srath Dubh-Uisge).
The most southerly of these enclosures has three subenclosures within it, which are in a cN–S line, and situated
against the E wall of the main enclosure. The main enclosure
(c60 x 25m) is in a hollow bounded by a broad stone and turf
bank, c2m wide and no more than 0.75m high, which forms
the E side of all three sub-enclosures. On the W and N sides,
the enclosure walls are partly enhanced by being built into
the slope. The entrance to the enclosure is to the S side, and
6.5m wide.
The sub-enclosures were recorded in 2000 and 2003 by
the last two authors (DES 2003, 37). The investigation of
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the larger complex described here is from July 2011. The
sub-enclosure to the N is L-shaped (8 x 12m); the central
sub-enclosure is rectangular (7 x 8m); the southern subenclosure is roughly triangular (13 x 16 x 15m). These subenclosures all have entrances on their W sides into the main
enclosure. On top of the E bank of the central sub-enclosure
is a large upright boulder, roughly triangular, about 2m high
and 2m broad at the base.
Outside the enclosure, but built into the E wall was a
semi-circular structure which was c5m long and of a roughly
similar width (corrected from the earlier DES report). This
was recorded in 2000 and 2003, but destroyed after 2003
when replacement pylons were erected to carry a new
power line from the Loch Sloy hydro-electric scheme.
The next large enclosure is adjacent to, uphill from and
N of the first enclosure described. It is in an irregular subrectangular shape, running cSW–NE, and c60 x 15m. It is
considerably degraded, but forms a terrace above the first
enclosure, and uses the contours of the slope to minimize
dyke construction. The entrance in the SW corner is well
preserved being 2.5m wide.
The third enclosure lies to the NE of the first enclosure.
It is roughly oval in shape (45 x 28m), although the N wall
appears to have been largely removed by a small quarry,
presumably used to provide stone for the nearby estate
track. Again it is much degraded, set into the slope and the
turf and stone dykes are no more than 0.5m high and 2m
wide. There is a 15m wide gap at the S end.
Given the location, irregularity and size, the enclosure
complex is interpreted as possibly representing both a
cattle gathering centre for the neighbouring five glens (Clan
MacFarlane lands) in the period before commercial sheep
farming took over in the area (c1750), and also a stance
site on the long distance droving route to Crieff Tryst in the
period before the dominant Scottish cattle market moved
from Crieff to Falkirk (c1760). The sub-enclosures might
represent a cattle fank (Gaelic: fang) or sorting pens, to
enable the sorting and inspection of the cattle. The only
possible habitation associated with the complex is the
now destroyed structure built on the outside of the dyke of
the first enclosure. This may have represented a bothy for
drovers and summer cattle-herders. The prominent boulder
may have acted as a location marker.

Luss
Colquhoun Arms Hotel, Luss
Standing building recording
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NS 35812 92890 Standing building recording of the original
inn’s N and S gable end walls, which are now internal
walls with 19th-century extensions to the N and S, was
undertaken 13–14 April 2011 during redevelopment works.
The inn dates to c1755 and is first shown on a map in 1776
and referred to in written sources in 1760. The original
gable end walls have been altered on several occasions
in the intervening 250 years and no longer retain much
archaeological integrity. The Category C listed building
report for the structure requires amendment in that the
central bay is the original bay and the N bay and S bays are
19th-century extensions.
Archive: FAS (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Luss Estates Ltd

Glenview, Luss
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – Guard Archaeology Ltd
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NS 358 926 A watching brief was undertaken 25–30 May
2011 on the site of a housing development at Luss. An area
of 144sqm was stripped under archaeological supervision
but no significant archaeological features or finds were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Richmond Architects

North Bute
Cnoc an Rath
Geophysical survey
Oliver JT O’Grady – OJT Surveys
NS 05363 67274 A resistance geophysical survey was
undertaken 23–25 May 2011 over Cnoc an Rath earthwork
as part of a programme of community archaeology projects.
The survey covered the interior, and the ditch and bank
earthworks up to a 19th-century boundary wall which
surrounds the site.

Local volunteers taking part in geophysical survey on the Isle of Bute

The project aimed to help address key issues as to the
character and origins of the monument, which place name
evidence suggests could be a Viking legal assembly site or
þing. A possible circular feature within the interior was
indicated by a series of high resistance anomalies. This was
located off-centre in the NE side of the central platform and
23m in diameter. Post-medieval reorganisation of the site
limited the likelihood of historic features having survived
and site clearance may be the source of the anomalies. The
truncated remains of an enclosure associated with a þing
site were also a possible interpretation.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme

Cnoc an Rath
Geophysical survey and excavation
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
(DBLPS)
NS 05363 67274 A programme of investigation (DES 2010,
48‑49) continued at the scheduled ancient monument of
Cnoc an Rath between May and July 2011. The work formed
part of the DBLPS’s programme of community archaeology
projects for 2011.
A resistivity survey of the monument was undertaken by
Dr Oliver O’Grady in May 2011 (see above entry).The results
of this work aided in the production of the project design
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for a programme of excavation, which was undertaken 20
June–11 July 2011.
Three trenches were opened at the monument to examine
the ditch, the bank and a proportion of the central area inside
the bank. Frustratingly, few artefacts were recovered and
there was no evidence of any structural features. Instead,
evidence of re-cutting suggested that the ditches had been
cleaned out, and the banks enhanced from ditch derived
material in more modern times. A preliminary interpretation
suggests that much of the visible form of the monument
probably dates to the 18th century and later. The most
probable candidate for this work is the last Lord Bannatyne
of Kames, at the turn of the 18th century, though the next
owner, James Hamilton of Kames may also have undertaken
work. However, there remains the possibility that the work
modified an earlier þing site, or prehistoric enclosure. A
post-excavation programme is planned and a second phase
of geophysics will investigate the surrounding area.
The excavation was an excellent training opportunity
and over the three weeks of the excavation over 35 people
volunteered over 200 days of work, many of whom were
taking part in an excavation for the first time. Over 250
visitors also attended the excavations.
Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme

East St Colmac Stone Circle
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NS 0443 6679 The St Colmac stone circle consists of an
extant stone circle that measures c13m diameter internally.
Work on 18th-century cartographic records and archive
research by George Geddes of RCAHMS had suggested a
second stone circle was located c25m to the W, prior to
its removal by blasting powder in the early 19th century.
There is little visible evidence of the second stone circle. A
geophysical survey was undertaken 30–31 July 2011 at the
request of the DBLPS to further investigate the site.
Whilst there is some confusion in the results arising from
the natural geology and shallow bedrock the ‘lost’ stone
circle is apparent in the data. It is roughly circular in plan,
c22m in diameter and located c40m NW of the extant stone
circle. It is possible to identify six potential stone sockets,
with the data suggesting that at least two may contain
remnants of standing stones, though the survey resolution
does not make this identification absolute.
Perhaps as important, but more surprising, is the detection
of two sub-circular concentric, but offset, ditches with a central
rectangular structure. The structure (c11 x 8m) is oriented
roughly N–S but presents no anthropogenic signature in the
gradiometer data, as might be expected from a dwelling. It is
possible that this is the site of a Christian chapel. Whilst this
site is close to the known chapel site of East St Colmac c300m
to the N, its location close to a stone circle does support its
interpretation as a potential chapel site.

Consolidation works were undertaken in three main
phases: the replenishment of the clay bonding and lime
mortaring of the castle walls; repairs to the soft topping of
the walls (both undertaken by Little and Dave Construction/
Arc Architects); and the monitoring of topsoil stripping
from a c35m E–W by 20m N–S area to the immediate N of
the scheduled area around the castle.
Archaeological recording by Addyman Archaeology in
2007 had produced a comprehensive survey of the standing
remains. No additional information was recorded during the
consolidation works. The removal of the topsoil revealed a
large dump of beach derived sands and gravels. Although
archaeologically sterile, these were judged to relate to
the construction of the post-medieval farmstead that now
occupies most of the site.
Archive: Bute Museum, Mount Stuart and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme

Scalpsie Bay
Geophysical survey
Carmen Cuenca-García – University of Glasgow
NS 05830 58712 An integrated geophysical survey was
conducted in an area with a burial cairn (NS05NE 9) and a
barrow (NS05NE 10) at Scalpsie Bay 5–12 June 2010. The
general aim was to gain a better understanding of these
structures, to collate data for a PhD research project and to
help in the planning of an excavation at the barrow by the
DBLPS (DES 2010, 49).
An extensive magnetic gradiometer survey was
undertaken to determine the extent of the cairns and any
other features. The survey was carried out at 0.5 x 0.13m
intervals covering 3.56ha. Targeted magnetic susceptibility,
earth resistance and ground penetrating radar surveys were
carried out over the burial cairn to clarify its current shape
and depth.
The gradiometer survey mapped the two cairns and their
immediate environs. The detected remains of the burial
cairn measured c37m E–W, 33m N–S and 48m NE–SW.
The dimensions of the barrow were c15m N–S by 16m NE–
SW. The presence of a metal fence to the E of the barrow
prevented a full survey in that direction.

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Discover Bute Landscape Partnership

Kilmory Castle
Watching brief and consolidation
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NS 05072 61170 A programme of works was undertaken
August 2010–March 2011 at Kilmory Castle as part of a
four year programme to consolidate the scheduled ancient
monuments on Bute. The planned consolidation forms part
of a wider programme of landscape enhancement facilitated
by the DBLPS.

Processed magnetic data plot of the gradiometer survey at Scalpsie showing
the anomalies caused by the cobbles and earth used for the construction of
the burial cairn and barrow

The multi-technique geophysical survey revealed
anomalies associated with the cairns. Distinctive dipolar
anomalies were detected in front of a possible entrance and
surrounding the burial cairn. Low resistance anomalies
around the burial cairn suggest a possible truncated ditch.
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Other trends and circular anomalies were detected inside
the burial cairn. The GPR data recorded reflections of
interest underlying the structure to a depth of 1m. The
survey also detected features related to historical periods
(eg old field boundaries and evidence of cultivation marks)
as well as areas of disturbance in the burial cairn and
geological features within the surveyed area. No remains
suggesting the presence of the building which is mentioned
in the RCAHMS database were identified.
Archive: DBLPS project (deposited) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: NERC and Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme

North Knapdale
Castle Dounie
Survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 7675 9323 A detailed topographic survey of the dun
at Castle Dounie in Knapdale was undertaken 20–21 June
2011. The survey suggested that the ‘straight joint’ noted
by previous surveyors in the S elevation in fact represents
a second entrance, blocked and coursed over by later
reconstruction.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Castle Dounie
Evaluation
Roddy Regan – Kilmartin House Museum
NR 7674 9323 An evaluation was undertaken during June
2011 within the entrance passage of Castle Dounie dun
prior to the realignment of the access path to the site. The
evaluation confirmed that the original, unusually large
entranceway had been narrowed by a modification on the
W side of the passage. The modification would appear to
have been undertaken whilst the dun was under occupation
as the lower passage wall of the later modification was
sealed by a distinct accumulation of midden-like material.
The samples collected from this material and a recovered
metal pin/nail may provide dating evidence for the latest
occupation of the dun.
Archive: Kilmartin House Museum (intended). Report: Forestry
Commission, OASIS and RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Druim an Duin
Survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 7811 9130 A topographic and laser scan survey of Druim
an Duin was undertaken 24–26 October 2011. A series of
plans and elevations were produced of the site which is
generally in good condition.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Rosneath
Easter Garth, Rosneath
Watching brief
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NS 25422 83036 A watching brief undertaken 12 July–15
September 2010, in advance of development of two
new houses, recovered a few medieval pottery sherds
including 13th-/14th-century white gritty and 15th-century
grey wares and a possible Dark Age sherd and fragment
of a bowl furnace. A single retouched flint blade/scraper
was also recovered. However, the site at the bottom of
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the raised beach, had been extensively levelled, the soils
were redeposited and there was up to 2m of colluvium
at the bottom of the raised beach. None of the artefacts
were in their original location. Nonetheless, given the
likely significance of Rosneath in the medieval period the
recovery of late medieval pottery and possible Dark Age
material from close to the site of St Modan’s Church was
considered useful.
Archive: FAS (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs R Fryer

Portkill Cottage, Kilcreggan
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 2518 8096 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken
on 9 November 2010 prior to the proposed construction of a
house on land N of Portkill Cottage. A total of four trenches
were excavated across the foundations and driveway. The
trenches contained mid-brown topsoil overlying either
brown gravelly clay or a grey/orange boulder clay subsoil.
Gravel drains were located in three of the trenches, but no
significant archaeological features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Mr Matthew Calderwood

Portkill Lodge, Kilcreggan
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 253 810 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
19–21 April 2011 during groundworks associated with the
construction of a house on land NW of Portkill Lodge.
An initial evaluation undertaken in November 2010 had
identified three potential archaeological features. Two of
these features were found to be modern, but the third
consisted of a possible truncated posthole containing
charcoal. A further three possible archaeological features
were identified during the watching brief; however, their
fill was consistent with the composition of the current
topsoil, suggesting that they were also modern features.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Mr Kenneth Thompson

Rothesay
Castle Street, Rothesay
Excavation
Paul Duffy – Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
NS 0891 6457 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in the back garden of 7 Castle Street in October
2011. This project formed part of a ‘Kids Archaeology
Week’ organised by the DBLPS and Achievement Bute,
and was carried out as part of a programme of community
archaeology projects.
Two trenches were excavated, each measuring 2 x 1m. A
mixed humic topsoil containing small angular stones was
recorded in both trenches, extending to > c0.5m deep. There
were frequent sherds of 19th-century pottery and other 19thcentury detritus recorded throughout the topsoil. One sherd
of medieval green glaze pottery was also recovered, along
with an 1863 silver threepenny piece. The excavations were
a valuable educational event for 19 local children. They also
provided evidence, which matches that recovered from the
immediate area, indicating that deposits in this area relating
to the medieval archaeology of Rothesay are preserved under
>0.5m deep modern deposits.
Archive: Bute Museum and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Discover Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme
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Southend
Ballybrennan
Walkover survey
Clare Ellis – Argyll Archaeology
NR 68000 13500 (centred on) A walkover survey was
conducted in September 2011 over a parcel of land in
advance of tree planting. The survey identified a series of
banks associated with 19th-century drainage, 18 circular
shielings, 2 stone buildings and associated enclosures/
platforms, an area of peat cutting and a single track. All
heights are given in relation to the OD.
NR 68282 13931 (63m) Stone and earth bank Measuring
1–1.5m wide and up to 0.4m high, it is oriented NNW–
SSE and runs along the edge of a burn to NR 68325 13912
(70m) where it turns and extends to NR 68320 13897
(72m). 19th/20th century(?)
NR 68235 13804 (74m) Stone and earth bank Measuring
1m wide and up to 0.2m high, it is oriented E–W and
splits at NR 68243 13804 (74m). The split portion runs
N–S along the top of a scarp and ends at NR 68346 13838
(80m). 19th/20th century(?)
NR 68246 13303 (93m OD) Track A 3m wide N–S
oriented track leads away from a farm. Shown on 1st
Edition OS map. 19th/20th century(?)
NR 68292 13055 (108m) Earth bank Measuring 1–1.25m
wide and 0.75m high, it is oriented E–W and runs slightly
up hill next to a burn and out across rough pasture to the
E. Splits at NR 68494 13090 (113m). 19th/20th century(?)
NR 68205 12975 (141m) Shieling A sub-circular
structure, 5 x 4m, it is grass-covered with a hollow centre
and E-facing entrance. 18th/19th century(?)
NR 68113 12944 (167m) Shieling A sub-circular
structure, 5 x 5m, constructed from earth and stones,
it has 0.4m high walls and an entrance on the E side.
18th/19th century
NR 68055 12908 (181m) Possible shieling An ephemeral
feature measuring 4 x 4m. It has a low bank and an
entrance on the E side. 18th/19th century(?)
NR 68178 13048 (134m) Shieling An oval structure, 4
x 5m, with 1m high walls and a hollow centre. 18th/19th
century(?)
NR 68155 13059 (141m) Shieling An oval structure, 4 x
5m, with a hollow centre. 18th/19th century(?)
NR 68207 13068 (126m) Shieling A circular, 6 x 6m
structure, with hollow centre, ill-defined walls and
E-facing entrance. 18th/19th century(?)
NR 68174 12979 (145m), NR 68148 12968 (151m), NR
68375 12832 (130m), NR 68371 12713 (136m) and NR
68241 12844 (155m). Banks A series of banks associated
with drainage. Early/mid-20th century(?)
NR 67966 12751 (193m) and NR 67976 12756 (193m)
Two shielings Measuring 8 x 4m and 5 x 5m, on low
mounds, 1m and 1.5m high. One has the remnants of a
shooting butt on top. 18th/19th century(?)
NR 67992 12559 (188m) Cairn/Shieling(?) A 1.7 x
1.9m oval of stones, stands to two courses high with clear
edges. 18th/19th century(?)
NR 68003 12565 (183m) Shieling A 4 x 4m circle of
stones built into the edge of a low N-facing river cliff.
The centre of the circle is filled with rubble. 18th/19th
century(?)
NR 68072 12635 – NR 68048 12586 (175–171m) Earth
bank Measuring 1–1.5m wide and oriented N–S this bank
separates an area of land bounded by two burns. 20th
century(?)
NR 68240 13342 – NR 68208 13349 – NR 68182 13509

(90–105m) Earth bank Measuring 1–1.5m wide and up to
1m high. 20th century(?)
NR 67778 13738 (101m), NR 67809 13717 (106m), NR
67884 13786 (90m), NR 68141 13835 (69m), NR 68153
13583 (81m) and NR 67937 13727 (101m) Banks A series
of 1–1.5m wide by 0.8m high banks associated with
drainage. 20th century(?)
NR 67834 14258 (111m) Structure A substantial possible
structure, 12 x 5m, with a 1.5m wide by 0.4m high wall.
There is a pile of large stones at the N end and a 6 x 3m
pile of stones 8m to the S. A 3 x 3m platform was recorded
to the E. All of the features were located on a flat knoll.
NR 67726 14102 (125m) Field boundary A broad low
earth bank, oriented E–W and measuring 0.6m high and
5m wide. 20th century(?)
NR 67662 14111 (131m) Bank A N–S oriented earth and
stone bank, 0.75m high and 3m wide. 20th century(?)
NR 67629 14196 (152m) Structure A rectangular dry
stone structure with 0.8m wide by 0.5m high walls, with
4 to 5 courses of visible stone and an E-facing entrance.
Two phases of construction were recorded. The earlier
W end measured 6 x 6m and the lower and later E end
measured 8 x 6m. A bank leading away from the E end to
NR 67642 14193 (151m) was possibly part of an enclosure.
19th century(?)
NR 67602 14195 (159m) Enclosure A 0.75m high by
2m wide earth and stone bank leads to a possible 7 x 6m
enclosure. 19th century(?)
NR 67768 13979 – NR 67724 13949 (98–104m) Wall This
0.3m high by 0.75m wide wall, which is depicted on OS
maps, runs alongside a gorge/burn. 19th/20th century(?)
NR 67407 14047 (170m) Possible shieling A 0.3m high
by 1m wide earth and stone bank encloses a 5 x 5m area.
19th century(?)
NR 67204 13603 and NR 67195 13595 (171m) Possible
shielings Two mounds measuring 6 x 6m and 4 x 5m and
a possible third on their W side may represent shieling
sites. A bank extends W from the third site down to the
burn. 18th/19th century(?)
NR 67216 13646 (170m), NR 67225 13654 (172m), NR
67205 13680 (179m), NR 67198 13654 (172m) and NR
67203 13644 (172m) Shielings A number of shieling sites
measuring up to 8 x 5m. 18th/19th century(?)
NR 67729 13920 (104m) Bank A NNE–SSW oriented
0.5m high and 1.5m wide earth bank cuts off the
peninsula. 20th century(?)
NR 67760 13792 – NR 67731 13770 (187–184m) Bank
An E–W oriented earth bank measuring up to 1m high
and 1–1.5m wide, with a well defined S side, runs along
the edge of a gorge/scarp. 20th century(?)
NR 66975 13450 (210m) Peat cutting A 10 x 40m area of
peat cutting. 19th century(?)
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

South Knapdale
Dun a’ Choin Duibh
Survey
Graeme Cavers – AOC Archaeology Group
NR 8043 6407 A topographic and laser scan survey of Dun
a’ Choin Duibh was undertaken on 24–26 October 2011,
and plans and elevations produced. Several of the features
reported by previous surveyors are no longer visible,
including architectural details of the N entrance, and the
possible median wall face of the central dun. The current
survey suggested that the site is multi-phase, with the
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central circular dun (the SE quadrant now lost to collapse)
overlying the earlier dun enclosure on the hilltop.
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland
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Strachur
Auchabracaid, Glenbranter
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 0947 9637 The OS 6" map (Argyllshire 1870, sheet CLII,
survey: 1865) shows a sheepfold, walls, and associated
rectangular structures on the W side of the Allt Robuic
in Glenbranter above the forestry road, 1.7km WSW of
Glenbranter Farm. All are dry stone structures. External
measurements are given except where otherwise indicated.
The sheepfold at NS 09468 96372 is 11.5m N–S by 18.5m
E–W. There is a 2.2m entrance gap in the E wall and a
sheep creep in the N wall. Within the main compartment
is an internal section in the NE corner measuring 6.0 x
6.5m. The walls are 0.7m wide and up to 1.2m high. There
is a detached rectangular structure, 6.3 x 7.5m, outside the
sheepfold at the W end of the N side with walls up to 1.5m
high. This has a gap in the NW corner and in the centre
of the S wall. There is a 1.3m space between it and the
sheepfold but its E wall extends to meet the sheepfold.
A long wall 0.4m wide extends downhill to the E from
the SE corner of the sheepfold. Abutting the wall on the
S side at NS 09476 96365 is a rectangular moss-covered
dry stone structure 4.5m wide N–S. The length is c8m, the
E end being unclear. Its long S wall is 0.7m wide; the N
wall is the wall extending from the sheepfold. There is no
obvious entrance.
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At NS 09480 96370, E of the sheepfold, and downhill
from it near the forestry road, is a long eroded rectangular
dry stone building 16.5m E–W by 5.5m N–S with a good N
wall, a poor S wall, and no obvious entrance. The interior
is hollow. A large boulder 2.2 x 1.5m forms part of the E
wall and there are large boulders built into the NW corner.
About 40m SW of the sheepfold, at NS 09448 96343,
on the high S bank of a burn, is a rectangular dry stone
structure 7.0 x 3.8m, the longer side E–W parallel to the
burn. It is badly eroded and the walls are 0.7m wide and
0.5m high. A 1m gap in the N long wall is a possible
entrance.
Braighlinne, Glenshellish
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 1084 9501 (vicinity of) The OS 6" map (Argyllshire
1870, sheet CLII, survey: 1865) shows several structures,
including one designated ‘kiln’. All but one are in a forestry
plantation on the E side of the forestry road.
Outside (S of) the forest, at NS 10842 95010, is a low
eroded rectangular dry stone structure, probably a house
or shieling, inside the bend of a burn where it runs W then
NW into the forest. Externally it is 5m wide N–S by up to
11m E–W, the E wall having poorly survived. There is an
entrance 2.2m wide in the N wall.
Within the forest, 13m to the N of the shieling, is a
massive dry stone sheepfold on the E bank of the same
burn. Externally it is 22m N–S by 18m E–W, with a 1m
gap in the W wall 4m from the S end. Across the burn,
21m to the W, is a second house or shieling 7.0m x 5.6m
externally, long axis parallel to the burn, roughly NW–SE.
The walls are 0.5m wide and stand up to 0.9m high. There
is no clear entrance.
Uphill, at NS 10867 95105 on the S bank of a second
burn, is a corn-drying kiln of massive construction standing
4m high above the level of the burn. It is large and well
preserved, with the flue visible outside and inside, but its
integrity is threatened by trees growing on and around it.
The top is oval, 4.5 x 3.3m, with long axis parallel to the
burn. The bowl is approximately circular, 1.5m in diameter.
There is an inside ledge 0.8m below the top and 0.7m
above the vegetation debris forming the present floor. The
flue is on the downhill side, 0.6m wide, surmounted by two
long flat lintel stones, one above the other.
Across the burn and uphill from the corn kiln, at NS
10868 95137, is a sheepfold of massive build with walls
0.9m wide and 1.5m high. It is well preserved except on
the N side and adjacent section of the W side, where the
walls are broken down. It consists of two major contiguous
compartments roughly 20m E–W, the N compartment 13m
wide N–S, and the S compartment 19m wide N–S with
a smaller rectangular compartment attached outside its
W wall at the S end. Within the S compartment are two
rectangular compartments in the NE corner.
About 700m SSE of this site, in a gap in the forestry at NS
11229 94403, are the low remains of a small circular or oval
turf and stone structure lying in rough ground, possibly a
shieling or store. It consists of a few stones in a single layer,
with a central hollow. The interior diameter is 2.5m, the
external diameter 3.3–4.0m.
Sron Criche, Glenshellish
Survey
David Dorren and Nina Henry
NS 1027 9634 The OS 6" map (Argyllshire 1870, sheet CLII,
survey: 1865) shows a sheepfold on the W side of Glen
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Shellish at an altitude of about 190m. An enclosure and
settlement of seven houses is shown c200m ENE of it,
below a head dyke. The location of the settlement is near
where the present forestry road running S makes a sharp
turn to the N in a hairpin bend.
The sheepfold was located. The settlement was not found,
despite an extensive search over two days of a broad area
300m E–W and 150m N–S centred on the recorded position;
the search failed to turn up any trace of built structures.
However, within the hairpin bend, on the E bank, are small
pieces of earthenware, 20–40mm in size, some patterned,
evidently from household plates. A few metres to the N, in
a small burn, are more pieces, including a 70mm long piece
containing a rim. These observations would suggest that
the settlement has been completely destroyed during the
building of the forestry road.

bezel set with an oval glass paste intaglio. This imitates
a layered agate, comprising three different-coloured layers
(black, white and red). It has been damaged on one edge;
subsequent smoothing indicates its use continued. The
surface is badly cracked, but the design features a standing
figure holding a staff or spear.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 40/11), allocated to the NMS

Torosay
Benmore
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 50700 35850 – NM 52050 35580 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 8 May 2010 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme at Benmore, near the shore of
Loch na Keal. Nothing of archaeological significance was
recorded, although the remains of a still (NM53NW 13)
were visible on a small island in the Abhainn na h-Uamha
at cNM 51700 35820, a short distance from the intake point.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Shawater Ltd

Derryguaig
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 49100 35900 – NM 50030 33780 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 28 June 2010 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme at Derryguaig, near the shore of
Loch na Keal. Nothing of archaeological significance was
recorded.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Shawater Ltd

Dhiseig
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NM 49900 34000 – NM 49200 38500 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 7 May 2010 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme at Dhiseig, near the shore of
Loch na Keal. The only features encountered were several
field dykes, all depicted on OS maps, and an area of lazy
beds centred on NM 49212 35806.
Archive and report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Shawater Ltd

CLACKMANNANSHIRE
Alloa
Lornshill
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NS 86 94 A Roman gilt copper-alloy finger ring was found
during metal detecting at Lornshill; it seems to be a stray
find. The ring has the classic Roman form, a circularsectioned hoop expanding smoothly to a broad, flat

Roman finger ring with glass paste intaglio, Lornshill © Crown Office

Dollar
Dollar Glen
Excavation
Daniel Rhodes ‑ The National Trust for Scotland
NS 95842 99469 A test excavation was carried out at Dollar
Glen 31 July–5 September 2011 as part of a National Trust
for Scotland Thistle Camp. The excavation was carried out
by Daniel Rhodes and Derek Alexander, with the assistance
of 12 volunteers and the volunteer co-ordinator John
Downie.
The site is located on a small promontory on the upper
slopes of Dollar Glen. The site consists of the remains of
two turf built rectangular structures, the northern one
(Structure A) measuring c10m N–S by c7.5m E–W and the
southern one (Structure B) measuring c12m N–S by c7.5m
E–W. Both structures are visible as low rectilinear banks no
higher than c0.45m. Around Structure B it is also possible
to discern a low, roughly rectilinear, enclosing bank no
higher than c0.5m and measuring c22m N–S by c16m E–W.
Three trenches were excavated in Structure A; two (Trench
1 and 2) cut through the low turf banks described above
and the third was located in the centre of the structure
(Trench 4). Trenches 1 and 2 where excavated to 0.4m,
and uncovered a single layer of homogenous turf. Trench
4 was excavated to 0.2m and uncovered no archaeological
material.
Trench 3 was located across the W bank of Structure B
and was excavated to a depth of 0.45m. As in Trench 1
and 2, a single layer of homogenous turf was encountered.
However, within this were sherds of Scottish White
Gritty Ware and medieval Red Ware ceramic, implying a
construction date of as early as the 13th to 15th centuries.
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Further excavations are planned for the summer of 2012.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

related to the excavation and re-deposition of natural
deposits during the construction of the castle moat.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Caerlaverock Castle
Excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NY 0244 6583 (centred on) A series of trenches was
excavated 28 March–7 April 2011 in a field to the N of
the visitor centre to assess the potential impact of a new
car park. The trench locations were guided by an earlier
geophysical survey. In addition to a modern service trench,
a number of archaeological features were recorded. These
consisted of a combination of linear slots and ditch-like
features plus a series of discrete pits of various sizes.
Archaeological features were located in all of the trenches.
Only one of these features was fully excavated, the rest being
revealed after the machine removal of topsoil. The features
revealed towards the S edge of the site were generally more
extensive and better preserved than those towards the N of
the site, where the plough soil was shallower. The features
are thought to mainly represent prehistoric activity across
the whole site. A ditch and pit complex, noted in Trench 9,
was partly excavated and prehistoric pottery was retrieved
from the pit, with part of an edge of pottery also recorded
in the ditch. The upper fill of the southern of two ditches
in Trench 5 was partly excavated, exposing an underlying
stone-rich fill.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Colvend and Southwick
Volunteer excavations of the turf structures at Dollar Glen, overlooking Castle
Campbell

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
Applegarth
Dinwoodie House Hotel, Johnstonebridge
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NY 104 903 A series of evaluation trenches was dug across
a proposed development site at Dinwoodie House Hotel on
22–23 November 2010. The trenches contained a topsoil
overlying silts. The only feature of archaeological interest
was the remains of a stony track, thought to date to c1900
at the earliest.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Dumfries and Galloway
SMR
Funder: Mr Steve Crawford

Caerlaverock
Caerlaverock Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NY 0248 6576, NY 0252 6570 and NY 0253 6566 A watching
brief was maintained 15–17 November 2010 during the
excavation of three small trenches that were dug in order
to locate a fault in a power cable. Only one trench revealed
any deposits of archaeological interest (NY 0253 6566).
These deposits included possible construction debris, an
earlier ground surface and gravel layers, which may have
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Barcloy Hill
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NX 8559 5258 At 21m from the cliff path fence, 37m W
of the wall around the summit of Barcloy Hill, there is an
oval house platform 11m wide by 7m deep, which falls 1m
to over 3m on its downslope side. About 12m upslope is a
semi-natural platform incorporating a low circular mound,
8m in diameter, with a small cairn, 2.5m in diameter, on
its W edge.
Archive: RCAHMS 2011/121, MS/6319

Gutcher’s Isle
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NX 8637 5272 On the E side of this rock stack in a small
rocky cove is a foundation 8 x 4m. It is screened from the
shore by higher parts of the stack to the N and W. Gutcher
could be derived from gauger (excise man).
Archive: RCAHMS 2011/121, MS/6319

Lower Mark
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NX 8463 5477 The extant part-standing buildings are 7.5
x 5m and 20 x 4m. They are built on or around a mound
of stones, 18m E‑W by 15m, on sloping ground. The
mound has been reduced on the S side to form part of
the foundation of an earlier building, 27 x 7m, the SW
corner of which is still extant outside the S side of the
longer building. The settlement is contained within two
concentric arcs of walling 20m apart.
Archive: RCAHMS 2011/121, MS/6319
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Rough Firth
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NX 8439 5413 A settlement based on terraces is located in
a hidden declivity behind the cliff top and next to a small
stream. The uppermost terrace is 23m long, varies from
10–14m in depth, and is backed mainly by steeply dipping
rocks. It is fronted by a low bank, 3m wide for 15m.
There is then an inclined entry located between receding
stony structures, with earth-fast stones at the crest, like a
gateway, which is 4m wide. E of the entrance are two lower
terraces, while across the entrance and to the W there is
a gradual slope. The first terrace is 5m deep, the second
is more uneven and 6m deep, with a possible foundation
measuring 5.5 x 3.3m. Below two further terraces, which
incorporate natural outcrops there is a 1.5m wide by 30m
long defile through the rocks, which ends in a steep descent
to the shore.

Outside in the area beyond the yard there is evidence of
some form of industrial or agricultural activity. This takes
the form of a long, clay-lined pit, which has displayed its
long term efficiency by holding 0.5m of water for most of
the season, thus preventing any further investigation. The
pit measures 2.4m in width at the its S end and continues
N into the base of a motte hill, which adjoins the site,
for 11.5m where it narrows to just under 3m wide. One
hypothesis was that this feature may have been a burnt
mound; however, the dating of adjacent features refuted
this theory.
Archive: The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbright
Funder: Dumfries and Galloway Natural History and
Antiquarian Society, Hamish McCrae, Mrs Margaret Powell
and Broughton Anderson

Archive: RCAHMS 2011/121, MS/6319

The Newbarns Project
Excavation
Liz and Alastair Penman – The Stewartry Archaeological Trust
NX 8812 5505 and NX 8810 5485 A tenth season of
excavation by volunteer diggers and students from various
British universities has continued, despite very bad weather
conditions during the 2011 season. Previous work has been
reported in DES 2003, 44; 2005, 42; 2006, 48; 2007, 60;
2008, 51; 2009, 54 and 2010, 52.
A further major cremation burial (No.59), which
contained two separate deposits, one under a small internal
capstone, and both covered with a flat-topped stone
weighing over one tonne, was excavated. The interior had
been cobbled with great care with small granite and shale
flat-topped stones and each cremation pit was outlined
with small beach pebbles. A shale rubbing stone, c40 x
50mm, was removed from within the uncovered cremation
pit. Due to chemical reactions caused by fluctuations in the
water table over the last 4000 years no cremation remains,
or artefacts consisting of organic material, such as wood,
leather or antler have been recovered from the site to date.
A further cremation burial (No.61) was excavated and
planned, but also failed to yield any datable material. This
burial differed from those previously excavated, as instead
of numerous small stones and pebbles being used in the
internal cobbling, the bottom of the grave consisted of 12
large flat granite slabs, with the cremation pit situated at
the W end, on its own, in a small annexe delineated with
small granite and shale pebbling. Two further cremation
burials have been identified and will be excavated in 2012
when, hopefully, the water table will be lower.
The Satellite Cairn immediately adjacent to the N cairn
produced one further cremation burial, deposited in a
central pit under a large granite capstone. Just to the S of
the northern perimeter of the kerb of the cairn evidence
of a medieval timber construction was excavated. This
structure took the form of a rectangular shape consisting
of 25–30 postholes (to date) and appears to have been a
two room building with cobbled floors, which had been
inserted into a clay layer. The structure measured c11m
W–E by 9m N–S, with a doorway at the NE end. Further
excavation of this feature will take place in 2012.
To the N of the satellite cairn the flat granite stone
foundations of an Anglian building overlain by the random
boulder foundations of a medieval building have been
excavated. A doorway opens northwards into a cobbled yard
and set against the inside wall are the remains of a hearth.

A medieval hearth set into an internal wall, The Newbarns Project

Dalry
Earlstoun Castle
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza and Rowena Thomson – GUARD Archaeology
Ltd
NX 61268 84022 A watching brief was undertaken 7–17
March 2011 during ground-breaking works associated
with the installation of services. No features or finds of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: ARPL Architects Ltd

Johnstone
Lochbrow
Survey
Helen Goodchild, Dorothy Graves and Kirsty Millican –
Universities of York and Edinburgh and RCAHMS
NY 09514 89350 Geophysical and topographic surveys were
undertaken 13–14 November 2010 and 8–11 September
2011 across the location of the cropmarks of a timber
cursus, timber circles and round barrows at Lochbrow.
The aim of these surveys was to investigate the nature and
extent of the sites and monuments, as well as their wider
context and topographic location. The gradiometer survey
identified several anomalies of interest, including some
possible post pits of the cursus, a previously unidentified
round barrow, probable pre-modern plough furrows, a
rectilinear magnetic anomaly of unknown origin, scattered
pits, and magnetic anomalies, probably modern in origin.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
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Excavations under way at Grey Mare’s Tail in August 2011

Kirkcolm

Kirkgunzeon

North Lossat, Kirkcolm
Evaluation
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NX 014 710 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken 31
January–2 February 2011 on a proposed development area at
N Lossat. The evaluation consisted of the excavation of nine
trenches, positioned to target the remains of three rectangular
structures, with associated enclosures, which were depicted
on the OS map of 1849. A total of five possible features
were located during the works. These consisted of the fairly
denuded remains of two walls with mortar debris and the
remains of three sections of enclosure walls. The former
probably represented the remains of a structure aligned E–W
on the 1849 map, with the three areas of walling representing
sections of the associated enclosures.

Falgunzeon Farm
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Thomas Rees – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NX 8787 6274 An assessment and walkover survey were
undertaken in October 2010 on land at Falgunzeon Farm prior
to its possible purchase by the Forestry Commission Scotland.
The work identified six potential sites, which ranged from
local to regional in their significance.
The sites included two areas dominated by clearance
cairns, one of which also contained a small rectilinear
structure. A third area of field banks, terraces and cairns
also contained two rectilinear structures, and together these
three sites appear to reflect medieval or later rural settlement
and agriculture. However, an earlier prehistoric date for the
upland cairn fields may also be credible. The fourth site
was a scooped settlement of later prehistoric date surviving
within an arable field, now improved pasture. The fifth was
a low-lying combination of cairns and two small enclosures;
one very ephemeral, while the other has previously been
proposed as a sheep enclosure. As these have never been
mapped they probably date to the late 18th or early 19th
century. Falgunzeon Farm was the sixth identified site.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Dumfries and Galloway SMR
Funder: Mr Hall

Kirkcudbright
Isle House, St Mary’s Isle
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NX 674 493 A watching brief was undertaken 17–18 March
2011 during the excavation of foundation trenches for a
new extension. The area was considered sensitive due to its
proximity to the 12th-century St Mary’s Priory. However, no
archaeological finds or features were recorded in the area,
which had been heavily disturbed by service pipes and the
foundations of a Late Victorian mansion.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Dumfries and Galloway SMR
Funder: Mr and Mrs King
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Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Dumfries and Galloway Council
Archaeology Service
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Kirkmahoe
Carzield
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NX 97 82 Finds recovered from N of Carzield fort indicate

D u m f r i e s a n d Ga l l o w ay / D u n d e e

Roman activity extended in this direction. They include
samian ware and coins ranging from Domitian to Antoninus
Pius, consistent with the fort’s 2nd-century date.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 87/10, 88/10), allocated to Dumfries
Museum

Moffat
Grey Mare’s Tail
Excavation
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NT 17898 15372 A test excavation was carried out at Grey
Mare’s Tail as part of a National Trust for Scotland Thistle
Camp. The excavation was carried out, 13–20 August
2011, by Daniel Rhodes (NTS regional archaeologist) with
the assistance of 12 volunteers and Christine McPherson
(volunteer co-ordinator).
Excavation concentrated upon the remains of a stone
built structure thought to be that of a 19th-century crofter’s
cottage on the banks of the Tail Burn. Focusing on clearing
the site of overgrowth and tumble in this first season, the
work revealed and recorded a series of dry stone walls and
turf banks (standing up to 1m high), and the remains of a
well preserved cobbled floor and central drain within the
structures NW room. Further excavation in 2012 is aimed at
investigating further floor layers within the structure and the
phasing of the walls, in an attempt to date its construction
and occupation.

DUNDEE
Dundee
Balgay Park, Dundee
Survey
Phil Richardson, Ian Hill and Hilda Spear – Archaeology Scotland
(PR) and Heritage and Archaeological Research Practice Ltd
NO 3798 3077 A condition survey was carried out on the Rose
Window in Balgay Park in April 2011 as part of Archaeology
Scotland’s Adopt-a-Monument Scheme. The work provided a
baseline survey of the stonework against which to measure
future change. Some of the stones showed signs of damage
from recent weathering and there was moss growing in some
of the cracks on some of the stones; however, most of the
weathering was not recent. The majority of the stonework
of the Rose Window is currently well protected below the
ground surface, and there does not appear to be any visible
damage from the flowers and shrubs that are growing in the
window ‘panes’.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Dundee Museum
Funder: Archaeology Scotland

Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Old Luce
Kiln Croft, Glenluce
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NX 191 575 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
28 February–1 March 2011 during topsoil stripping and the
excavation of foundation trenches, a track and a septic tank,
all associated with the construction of new house. A spread
of lime mortar was uncovered at the location of a structure
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map of the area. Sherds of
china, mostly modern, but one of which was thought to date
to the early 19th century were also noted.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Dumfries and Galloway SMR
Funder: Mr Clark

Sorbie
Cruggleton
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden and Tim Neighbour – Rose Geophysical
Consultants (SO) and CFA Archaeology Ltd (TN)
NX 478 433 A geophysical survey that aimed to provide context
for finds recovered during fieldwalking was undertaken
between 29 April–4 May 2011. A gradiometer survey of a
c12ha area was conducted over a recently seeded arable field.
The survey data was dominated by responses from modern
fired and ferrous material and land drains. However, some
clusters of potentially archaeologically significant anomalies
were detected. Whilst no clearly defined archaeological
responses were detected in the vicinity of the findspots, very
weak suggestions of ditch-type anomalies and an adjacent
palaeochannel, may indicate the possible survival of features
that may be associated with the finds.
Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Historic Scotland

Rose window, April 2010

Broughty Ferry
Casual find
Christina Donald – The McManus Gallery, Dundee
NO 479 310 A small, flat, pebble, countersunk on both sides,
was handed in to McManus Galleries in March 2010. It was
found in Broughty Ferry, on the beach opposite Barnhill rock
gardens, by Dr Jeannie Cooper. The pebble was reported
to the Treasure Trove Unit for assessment and identified by
Dawn McLaren as a prehistoric countersunk pebble.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 50/10), allocated to Dundee Museum

Prehistoric countersunk pebble, Broughty Ferry
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Meadowside, Dundee
Casual find
Derek Hall and Christina Donald – The McManus Gallery, Dundee (CD)
NO 40317 30572 A large virtually complete jug of green
glazed Scottish post-medieval reduced ware of 16th- to
17th-century date was handed into the McManus Gallery
in March 2011. The vessel had been kept at a property in
Dundee for c30 years.

Galston
Sornhill, Galston
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 511 341 A watching brief was carried out in two
stages, between November 2008 and March 2011, during
excavations for the placement of services around a house
and the placement of foundations for a garage. No significant
archaeological deposits were recorded and all finds related
to late 19th- or 20th-century use of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr Haddow

Stewarton
Dalry Road, Stewarton
Evaluation and excavation
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 4108 4593 An evaluation and small-scale excavation
were carried out 17 March–15 April 2011 on a proposed
development area at Dalry Road. The trial trench
evaluation consisted of 86 trenches covering 8% of the
12ha development site. Several significant archaeological
features were recorded during the evaluation. The
excavation of these features revealed a possible stone wall,
two cobble paths and a pit. All of the features appeared to
relate to 19th-century agricultural improvements.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stewart Milne Homes

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Kirkintilloch
Scottish post-medieval reduced ware vessel from Meadowside

Creelshaugh Road, Fenwick
Evaluation
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 466 435 No significant archaeological remains were
identified during an evaluation of a development area in
November 2010. The few features that were recorded related
to either attempts to improve the area as park land or from
the establishment of modern services. All finds related to
modern use of the site.

Forth and Clyde Canal: Southbank Marina to Seagull
Trust Boatshed
Desk-based assessment, survey and watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 6519 7349 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
survey were carried out 3–16 May 2011 on the bank to
the N of the slipway that is currently used as a boatshed.
This work identified the potential presence of in situ
archaeological features, and a watching brief was requested
during the excavation of three trenches associated with the
creation of a canal side pontoon and access bridge.
The slipway, which would have required the partial
truncation of the E side of the 1830’s Townhill Basin
entrance, was added by the firm of J and J Hay in 1897–8.
The inlet to the slipway was formed by the addition of
a spur of masonry (forming the N wall of the slipway)
with make-up material, of unknown composition, forming
the bank behind. The excavation trenches cut through
this bank and presented an opportunity to examine its
composition.
The watching brief identified the make-up as part of a
late 19th-century addition to the canal. The presence of
possible un-jointed walling, coupled with the presence of a
later (and largely collapsed) hull-plate revetment, suggests
that an original rubble wall was later supplemented by
a revetment, which in turn collapsed leaving the bank
exposed. In the 1980s a boathouse was built by the Seagull
Trust on the site of the slipway and Hay’s boat building
yard. This was updated with a new structure in 2007.

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Atrium Initiatives

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: British Waterways Scotland and Intermarine Ltd

EAST AYRSHIRE
Auchinleck
Knockroon Farm, Cumnock
Evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 5585 2068 An evaluation was carried out 31 March–6
April 2011 on a proposed development area at Knockroon
Farm. The evaluation consisted of 39 trial trenches, which
investigated 8% of the 4660sqm development area. The only
features recorded related to a field drainage system associated
with 19th- and 20th-century agricultural improvement works.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Hope Homes (Scotland) Ltd

Fenwick
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Westermains, Glasgow Road
Evaluation
Michael Roy and John Gooder – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 6442 7361 An evaluation consisting of 11 trenches,
totalling 618m2, was undertaken on 20–22 September 2011
prior to a residential development at Westermains. The
site was considered sensitive as it lay immediately to the
E of Adamslie Roman camp (SAM 3047). The development
area had been heavily disturbed during 20th-century sand
quarrying and no significant archaeological features or
artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Dawn Homes Ltd

EAST LOTHIAN
Athelstaneford
The Chesters Season 2
Survey
David Connolly and Murray Cook – Rampart Scotland
NT 50760 78260 As part of ongoing research into East Lothian
hillforts further topographic, erosion and limited geophysical
survey was undertaken in August 2011. The survey was
carried out by volunteers and the EAFS. The geophysical
survey was carried out to the E of the main site and in the
courtyard of the 16th- to 17th-century farm buildings to the
NE. The survey recorded clearly visible banks and ditches,
and located and characterised structures on the summit.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and Rampart Scotland

Dirleton
Dirleton Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5160 8393 and NT 5164 8392 A watching brief was
maintained on 19 July 2011 during the excavation of two
small trenches for new interpretation boards. One trench
was located within the castle compound while the other was
positioned adjacent to the present footbridge.
The trench within the castle (NT 5160 8393) revealed
bedrock with no sign of weathering and was too uneven to
represent the courtyard surface. The other trench (NT 5164
8392) appeared to be cut against an artificial terrace. The
terrace presently defines the S edge of the main defensive
ditch and also provides a platform for formal planting. The
terrace may form part of the elaborate gardens associated
with the 16th-century occupation of the site, which included
a central parterre (presently a bowling green and a series of
other compartments defined by low earthworks to the E and
S). The terrace also serves to provide an access point to the
bridge. Whether the rocky outcrop was complemented by a
ditch in the 13th century is unknown. However, it is possible
that the present terrace represents a rationalisation of a route
leading up to an earlier bridge point, perhaps at a lower level.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Muirfield Gate, Duncur Road, Gullane
Standing building recording
Jürgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology
NT 48896 83508 A standing building appraisal was
undertaken 21–22 July 2011 of this large Category A listed
building, which was constructed in 1907, prior to renovation

work. The appraisal recorded a number of documented
modifications to Muirfield Gate.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Lindsay Buchan Architects

Saltcoats Farm, Saltcoats Road, Gullane
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 48730 82255 A standing building appraisal undertaken
in March 2011 confirmed that Saltcoats Farm was a ‘Mains’
or home farm associated with a large East Lothian estate,
which lies on the edge of fertile arable land. A total of 26
individual units were recorded and the earliest buildings are
all stone built with ashlar dressings and crow-stepped gables.
The farm includes a range of buildings associated with a
boiler house and chimney base. This was originally used for
threshing corn in the early 19th century. A fine cart shed and
portico is situated on the S side of the farm and was formerly
attached to a rectilinear animal house which has been
reduced to about one third of its original size following a
fire. Adjoining this range was another range of the same size.
The latter has six cattle courts with a roofed feeding stall and
gate piers on the E side. Facing the cattle courts was another
rectilinear range comprising a farmhouse, cattle sheds and
stables. The farmhouse has fine ashlar crow-steps on its
front (E elevation). It has a simple two room plan, which
has been little altered and still contains early 19th-century
fireplaces. On the E side of the farmhouse is a large modern
steel-framed shed, to the S of which is a 19th-century dairy.
This detached building is associated with other domestic
buildings, including a row of outhouses, which were used by
the occupants of a new large farmhouse of mid-19th-century
date, situated on the SE side of the farm.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: East Lothian Council SMR
Funder: Mr David Inglis (landowner)

Templar Lodge Hotel, Gullane
Standing building recording and evaluation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 4815 8275 A standing building survey and evaluation were
carried out 2 April–15 May 2011 prior to development work.
Information provided by the local historical society indicated
that the building was originally known as the Gullane Lodge,
before becoming the Queen’s Hotel in 1928 and then finally
the Templar Lodge Hotel in the 1990s. The work showed
that the structure had been altered, from a single two bay
three storey building in the mid-18th century, to a grander
mansion. Later phases of construction filled-in the space
between the pavilions and a later canted extension built to
the W, and added hotel accommodation (now demolished)
to the rear. An excavation to the SE of the property recorded
remains relating to the construction of an extension to the
original building.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy

The Renaissance Club Golf Course, Dirleton.
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 49569 85668 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out, July–August 2011, during ground-breaking work
associated with the construction of three new holes at the
Renaissance Club Golf Course. The features recorded all
appeared to date to the early modern and WW2 periods and
included a dry stone dyke and gateway.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: The Renaissance Club
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Dunbar
Bleachingfield, Dunbar
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 675 788 (centred on) A 10% evaluation was undertaken
1–2 February 2011 on the site of a proposed community
centre, car park and play area. A deposit of >1m of made
ground was recorded across the entire site. The deposit
consisted of clay and cinder/ash and appeared to have been
laid to raise and level the site. The remains of 19th- and 20thcentury white glazed ceramics and glass sherds were noted
within the deposit. The basal courses of two unmortared
sandstone walls of unknown date were recorded below the
made ground.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Dunbar Town House/Tollbooth
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 67931 78951 The Category A listed Dunbar Town
House was the town’s tollbooth for civil administration
and housed the town’s gaol in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries. The building is rectangular in plan and has two
storeys with two vaulted prison cells, above which is a
dormered attic. A semi-hexagonal stair tower is capped
by a slated peined roof with a lead-covered spire. The
masonry is of local red sandstone and there is rubble-built
cream-coloured sandstone edging on the lower portions
of the tower and crow-stepped gable. The building was
stripped of its harling in c1920 leaving the fabric exposed
to the elements, resulting in serious erosion over much of
the exterior. Repairs and re-harling work were undertaken
2007–8 and an external survey carried out. Three floor
joists were subjected to dendrochronological dating and
a felling date of between AD 1524 and 1539 places the
construction of the Town House in accordance with the
earliest historical reference for the building of AD 1539.
A major programme of interior alterations and
refurbishment, July 2010–May 2011, led to further building
recording and a watching brief during the installation of a
stair tower, a new lift shaft base and the creation of a new
doorway in the N gable. The survey confirmed the presence
of three blocked fireplaces. The presence of a cast-iron fire
back suggests at least one of the ground floor fireplaces is
19th-century in date. The one located in the N gable is of
potentially early 16th-century date and has a large lintel
surmounted by a segmented stone relieving arch. On the first
floor, hidden behind the concrete wall of a 1927 fireproof
strongroom, was a massive fireplace more in keeping with
a great hall. This fireplace had been reduced in size by the
insertion of a smaller fireplace with stone surrounds. These
stones were heavily inscribed with names and 18th-century
dates, and were probably associated with the inmates of the
gaol. The strongroom had earlier formed one of two prison
cells. The N gable was found to have been constructed of a
rubble core within the rubble-built walls of the ground floor
vault and external wall. The cobbled surface of an earlier,
but post-18th-century, yard was also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: East Lothian Council and RCAHMS
Funder: East Lothian Council

Spott Road, Dunbar
Evaluation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 6826 7766 A programme of trial trenching was undertaken
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26–27 September 2011 on land adjacent to Spott Road prior to
development work. A total of ten trenches covering 1000m2
(5% of the area) were excavated. No finds, features or
deposits of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: East Lothian Council and
RCAHMS
Funder: Berwick-upon-Tweed Garden Centre Ltd

Garvald and Bara
White Castle Season 2
Survey and excavation
Murray Cook and David Connolly – Rampart Scotland
NT 6135 6860 The second season of a four season research
excavation was carried out by volunteers and professionals
during July–August 2011. The work consisted of further
topographic, geophysical, vegetation and erosion surveys,
plus seven trenches and ten test pits.
The excavation recovered a Neolithic flint scraper and
a Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowhead as well as
identifying an external ditch, an internal hut platform and
the presence of a palisade feature to the rear of the site. In
addition, the middle and outer defences on the rear of the
site were found to be simple terraces, rather than banks and
ditches as they are at the front.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Rampart Scotland

Haddington
Alderston Mains, Haddington
Desk-based assessment and watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 49724 75336 A watching brief was carried out 14–15 April
2011 during topsoil stripping associated with the construction
of a wind turbine. A desk-based assessment had indicated
that there were no known archaeological sites in the vicinity,
and no features or artefacts of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: The Green Company (Europe) Ltd

Amisfield Walled Garden
Evaluation and standing building recording
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 53314 74192 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in September 2011 as part of the Peter Potter
Lost Landscapes project, in association with the Amisfield
Preservation Trust. Over 180 people, including school children,
students and volunteer groups helped with the work.
The garden has an area of 3.24ha and is enclosed by
5m high walls of dressed Garvald freestone to the N and
rough masonry on the other three sides. The excavation
uncovered the central glasshouse on the N wall and revealed
the stonework from the 1783 building. This was intact and
contained both a tile hypocaust system and later cast iron
pipe heating system, with raised beds and walkways relating
to its original use as a pineapple house, built by the Wemyss
Estate. Geophysical work carried out by the EAFS revealed
the foundations of another later glasshouse to the S of the
excavation area. A survey of the NE pavilion, of the four
corner pavilions located in the walled garden, was carried out
as part of a training day. Further work is required to complete
the investigation of this and the two flanking glasshouses.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Peter Potter Gallery, Connolly Heritage Consultancy and
Amisfield Preservation Trust

e a s t lot h i a n
Begbie Farm Steading
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 49173 70800 A historic building assessment was
undertaken of barns at Begbie Farm on 6 September 2011
prior to their conversion into residential accommodation.
The farm buildings date to the early to mid-19th century and
include a linear S range, consisting of at least 5–6 phases of
construction and a cart shed. The large central range is a
former cow byre. A linear, single bay E range retains evidence
of a former cobbled floor, while the T-shaped N range has
undergone some rebuilding and restoration. Begbie was the
subject of an extensive and sympathetic restoration in the
1980s (Alison Smith pers. comm.).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Lennoxlove Estate

Victoria Park, Haddington
Standing building recording and evaluation
Diana Sproat and Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 51495 74172 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out 5–6 April 2011 prior to demolition of the existing
buildings and during redevelopment of the site. A historic
building assessment of the 1930s Employment Exchange
building revealed original panelling and a domed ceiling
above a later suspended ceiling.
A stretch of wall, which now forms the N boundary of a
walled garden, was considered of interest as it stood on the
alignment of a suspected medieval town wall. However, the
wall was quite thin with an inserted arched doorway and
it is suspected that although on the correct alignment this
represents a wall that has been rebuilt on a logical boundary.
An 8% evaluation across the development area did not
identify any significant archaeological features or artefacts.

new development area had been used as agricultural land in
recent periods.
A geophysical survey detected anomalies that appeared
to indicate the presence of palaeochannels in the northern,
lower part of the survey area. A number of linear features
were also detected and were subsequently investigated
during the trial trenching evaluation. The trenches revealed
that the linear features corresponded to post-medieval tilepipe and cobble infilled drains. The two strong geophysical
anomalies recorded in the SW corner of the site related to
brick-rubble and gravel-ash infilled pits, possibly fire pits,
whilst a large anomaly on the lower slopes might represent
a pond.
The potential for prehistoric remains was realised with the
discovery of a possible disturbed burial in the SW corner of
the site and the discovery of the bases of two fragmented
Bronze Age cremation vessels in a single pit nearby. No
artefacts were found associated with these remains, and
additional investigation of the immediate surroundings did
not uncover any further archaeological remains or features.
Nevertheless the Bronze Age features suggest that the SW
corner of the development area, which is one the highest
points (c89m AOD) in the river valley, was considered
significant in prehistory.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Verdant Leisure Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Whittinghame Drive, Haddington
Watching brief
Martin Cook and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 5200 7414 A watching brief was undertaken 14 February–27
May 2011 during ground-breaking works associated with
the construction of a new all-weather pitch. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Innerwick
Thurston Manor
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Martin Railton – NP Archaeology Ltd
NT 7106 7443 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 3 October–11 November 2011, on land to the N of
Thurston Manor prior to the proposed extension of Thurston
Manor Holiday Home Park. The area contains significant
prehistoric remains, including a number of scheduled ancient
monuments (SAM 5895, 5896, 5847 and 5870), which have
been interpreted as forts or enclosures, and Thurston Manor
may date to the medieval period. Thurston House was
demolished in the 1950s; however, elements of the former
estate survive, including an associated lodge, walled garden,
gate piers, dovecote, cottage and farm. Previous evaluation
work, undertaken in 2004 on land to the N and W of the
present development area, revealed a series of post-medieval
features including the remains of a building, a mill and a
kiln. However, the desk-based assessment indicated that the

Excavation of two plough-damaged Bronze Age cremation vessels, Thurston Manor

Inveresk
Eskmills, Musselburgh
Evaluation
John Gooder – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3394 7230 An evaluation was undertaken, 27–28 April
2011, on a proposed residential development site. The
excavation of trial trenches covering 187m2 indicated that
most of the area was free of archaeological material. The
only significant archaeological find was a small waster pit,
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which yielded a significant assemblage of waster sherds, slag
and kiln furniture from the early 19th-century Newbigging
Pottery. It is considered possible that further examples of this
type of pit, or waster scatter, may survive in the eastern part
of the development area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Dunedin Canmore Housing Association

Inveresk Lodge
Standing building recording
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 34876 71849 A survey of the roof structures at Inveresk
Lodge was undertaken, 18 January–11 November 2011,
following the localised failure of the roof structure above the
double height first floor Music Room, on the eastern pitch
of the principal N–S aligned range. The work consisted of
a drawn survey of the roof structure, a written record, a
photographic survey and a report.
Inveresk Lodge lies on the SW side of Inveresk Main Street
towards its SE end. The building occupies the NW corner
of a wider plot located on the SE side of the level top of the
Inveresk ridge; beyond the building itself the ground then
slopes rapidly downhill to the flood plain. The area of ridge
to the SE of the house and the sloping ground to the SW form
part of the NTS Inveresk Garden.
An initial examination of the roof indicated that it was a
complex structure, which had been considerably modified at
an early date. The relationship of the main roof to additional
roof structures relating to the stair tower and S range, which
ran in from the W, were considered of particular interest.
These structures appeared to be secondary to the roof
structure of the main range, suggesting that the principal
range may have been pre-existing. This finding was at odds
with an established theory that the original Inveresk Lodge
consisted of the main range and the first section of the
southern range, forming an L-plan, with the existing semioctagonal stair tower at the re-entrant, and that the whole
was datable to c1683 (on the basis of a dated window lintel
on the stair tower). The possibility that the Inveresk Lodge
of the 1680s incorporated parts of pre-existing structures had
been proposed in the past, though little direct evidence had
been cited.
The roof above the principal, eastern range of Inveresk
Lodge was a complicated single structure, the product of a
number of periods and re-workings. The structure basically
consists of 35 couples (cross-frames) arranged at 16 to 18”
centres. The surviving original couples are arranged in
sequence by numbered carpenters’ assembly marks. These
run in an interrupted, though correctly positioned sequence,
from I–XXXII. A number, including the last three, have been
wholly or partly renewed. The roof is substantial, with a
span of c7.6m. Each frame consists of a rafter couple, each
morticed, tenoned and pegged at the apex; an upper collar
affixed to the upper (N) side of the rafters, this half-lapped
with a half dove-tail and pegged; and a lower collar (or tie)
that is morticed, tenoned and single-pegged. The lower collars
are set at a relatively high level for such a span, at about
1.7m above the rafter foot; this was evidently contributory to
the structural failure of the roof below.
Parts of the rafter-end assembly were visible at the interior
wall face in the S compartment of the roof space. Though
the wall head masonry is built up around the rafter feet,
short vertical timber sections were visible and these revealed
that the rafters terminated at an ashlar-piece/sole-piece
assembly, a feature typical of early Scots roof construction.
In November 2011 rafter feet were revealed and recorded
during repair works at five points in the N compartment
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of the roof, three on the E pitch and two to the W. The full
assembly was revealed in a number of places and added to
the survey drawings.
The recording and analysis carried out suggests that even
the early part of the building is far more complicated than
previously thought. The early roof structure predates work
dated to c1683 (the stair tower). Typologically the roof form
could be considerably earlier, although details of Scots
roofing evolved very slowly and over a long period of time.
The possibility of an earlier 17th-century or even late 16thcentury date cannot be excluded on the basis of present
evidence. The quirked angle roll detail present on some of
the E range windows would be somewhat archaic at the end
of the 17th century, but is commonly employed in the later
16th and earlier 17th centuries.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Inveresk Village Road, Inveresk
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 344 721 A watching brief was carried out on 17 November
2010 during the excavation of four trial pits in the garden of
3 Inveresk Village Road. No archaeological finds or features
were recorded.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Hackland and Dore on behalf of Pat Teague

Musselburgh Primary Health Care Centre
Excavation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 3428 7224 An excavation was undertaken August–
November 2010 on the site of the new Musselburgh Primary
Health Care Centre. Until recently the area was occupied
by the former Brunton Wireworks. The scheduled ancient
monument of Inveresk Roman fort lies at the top of the steep
slope immediately to the S of the site. Two phases of fort
occupation dating to the Antonine period (2nd-century AD)
have been established, whilst evidence for an associated
civilian settlement extending eastward from the fort has
also been revealed through excavation. Earlier finds from
the Brunton Wireworks included Roman burials (NT37SW
161) consisting of at least five possible graves, which were
discovered in July 1985 by workmen excavating a trench for
machinery. The close proximity of the development site to
these known Roman remains meant there was recognised
potential for associated remains to exist within it.
A deposit containing Mesolithic and possibly Neolithic
flints represents the earliest activity on the site (Phase 1). A
large assemblage of worked flint was recovered and will form
the basis of a report on this aspect of the site.
An undated curvilinear ditch (Phase 2) which may
originally have been circular in form was identified towards
the SE corner of the site. This feature had been cut by a
probable Roman period burial (Phase 4), which had in turn
been cut by a ditch associated with a probable Roman field
system (Phase 6).
Four burial pits have been identified as Iron Age in date
(Phase 3), one of which was a stone-lined cist. The pits
contained a minimum of six individuals, as two of the graves
contained double inhumations. Apart from the fragmentary
human remains, a few other artefacts were recovered,
including a brooch from one of the single burials.
Six inhumation burials have been identified as Roman
(Phase 4), although this will need to be confirmed with
radiocarbon dating as none contained any artefacts.
Stratigraphic evidence suggests that they predate the
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Roman field system (Phase 6) and finds-rich soil deposits
(Phase 7). These skeletons were generally better preserved
than the Iron Age group, and four of the six had evidence
of decapitation. If these skeletons were contemporary with
the 2nd-century Inveresk Fort, they are some of the earliest
Roman decapitation burials to be found anywhere in Britain.
The various cremation deposits and a possible pyre site are
also likely to be Roman, although again there is no definitive
dating evidence at present. A horse burial may be another
contemporary deposit, although it could also be Iron Age.
A rampart base may have been part of a Roman military
structure (Phase 5). This may be contemporary with the
burials (Phase 4) but is earlier than the field system (Phase 6).
A network of ditches is interpreted as a Roman field system
which is likely to be contemporary with the use of Inveresk
Fort (Phase 6). This was sealed by finds-rich soil deposits
(Phase 7) which may be related to the abandonment of the
fort, and which contained large quantities of pottery and
animal bone. The very large fragment size of this material
suggested that the deposit had not been reworked and that
the material was found in its original deposition site.
A later post built structure (Phase 8) was identified within
the rampart. One of the postholes associated with this feature
had been cut into the backfill of one of the ditches thought to
be associated with the Roman period field system (Phase 6).
This would indicate that the post built structure post-dated
both the rampart and the field system.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: East Lothian Council

Newhailes
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society (EAFS)
NT 32692 72533 A ground resistance survey was carried out
1–2 September 2011. A total of 14 grids measuring 20 x 20m
were surveyed, over the promontory bounded by Newhailes
House to the SW and the ha-ha to the NE, in an attempt to
locate the line of the 1696 driveway to the house. A slight
linear high resistance was noted running just right of centre
in a NE direction. This was obscured in places by probable
later garden features. At the NE of the site there were diffuse
high resistance anomalies, possibly associated with two
surviving stone statue bases. A further partial grid to the W
of the Shell Grotto located the line of the culvert under the
site of the former pond.

level. The latter were capped with ‘rockwork’, consisting of
fragments of industrial (possibly smelting) waste to match
the façade of the Shell House behind. Several fragments of
sponge, an artificial coral-form rockwork, were found loose
within the feature, apparently part of its decoration.
Excavation to the E revealed the continuation of the brick
culvert vault to the E of its mouth, and a layer of white quartz
pebbles that covered the ground above. The culverted river
was secondary to the partial infilling of the pool and suggests
that the original clay lined pool was river fed in addition to
the cascade water. The entire pool was then infilled and trees
planted. A small trench excavated further to the W across
the pool edge exposed an orange blaize path leading to the
nearby stone bench.
It seems likely that a structure stood in the location of the
current Shell House (1770s), which may have related to the
laying out of the water gardens in the 1740s. The current
structure is slightly off-centre to the cascade, with the
rockwork as a secondary intervention to parallel the Shell
House decoration.
The feature had been fully infilled by the early 1790s, but
evidence (plaster, mortar and stonework) seems to point to
initial dumping of debris into the pool. This activity may
relate to the 1770s phase of the Shell House construction.
The cascade is similar to many water garden features found
in association with grotto structures around the country.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and the National Trust
for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland, Archaeology Scotland
and BBC

Archive: East Lothian Council SMR, NTS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland, Archaeology Scotland and
EAFS

Newhailes
Excavation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 32543 72705 In September 2011 a further investigation
was carried out on the masonry remains exposed in 2001 and
2002 just below and to the W of the Shell House. The S half
of the feature previously excavated was uncovered, revealing
the water cascade flowing down to the edge of a large, shaped
pool (now infilled). This trench was then extended to reveal a
further level of the cascade and the relationship between the
cascade, the pool and the underlying culvert. The project was
attended by school classes, volunteers and drop-in groups
as part of the launch of Archaeology Scotland’s Archaeology
Month.
Water emerged from a brick-vaulted culvert and fell down
three semi-circular stone cascades (now largely robbed)
before falling into the pool itself. Each tier was lead-lined and
bounded by ashlar flanking walls that stepped out at each

Newhailes cascade to W of Shell House

North High Street, Musselburgh
Standing building recording and watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 3386 7279 A building survey and watching brief were
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carried out at 124 North High Street in January 2011. The
survey was carried out prior to the demolition of standing
walls, which formed the remains of a roofed rectangular
building, thought to have been a bakery, and boundary
walls depicted on the 1853 OS Town Plan. The footprint of
the building, elevations of the walls and the extent of an
associated cobbled surface were recorded. A watching brief
was also carried out during the excavation of foundation
trenches for a new building. No archaeological deposits or
remains were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: George Herkas

Smeaton Grove, Inveresk, Musselburgh
Watching brief
Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 3495 7150 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out March–April 2011 during the insertion of services at
3 Smeaton Grove. The area was considered sensitive as
previous work had recorded Roman remains; however, no
significant archaeological features or finds were recorded
during this work.

NT 55402 85555 A historic building survey was undertaken,
7 June–28 October 2010, prior to the removal of the decayed
tower roof, for health and safety reasons, from this Category
B listed building and scheduled ancient monument.
Built as a cross-shaped church between 1658 and 1664,
a square bell tower was added to the W gable in 1770,
accompanied by some selected rebuilding of the main church
fabric. It was abandoned in 1878 and left to decay following
the sale of the interior and roof materials in the 1880s. The
roof and the interior of the main church were removed, as
were the N and S transepts, which were replaced with family
burial plots. The roof of the bell tower will be removed soon,
and although some timber floors are still present, the original
timber stair no longer exists. The level 2–3 survey consisted of
the production of a photographic, drawn and written record
of the kirk and tower. A detailed drawing of the underside of
the roof of the tower was also produced.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Caughey

North Berwick
Land adjacent to Lochbridge Road, North Berwick
Evaluation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 5540 8453 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out,
21–23 February 2011, on a sloping field immediately to the N
of North Berwick Law. A small isolated pit was discovered
near the base of the slope. The fill contained two fragments of
pig bone. A large drain was discovered running W–E across
the area, roughly built and still functioning with a strong
flow of water. A further main rubble drain was discovered
downslope from the drain.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: East Lothian Council

North Berwick Priory
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NT 5465 8504 Three hand dug trenches were opened, 7–11
February 2011, on the site of the medieval tile kiln. Upstanding
remains of the back wall of the kiln were located in Trench 2
at 0.76m below modern ground level, a flagstone surface
and wall foundation were located in Trench 1 at 1.26m
below modern ground level and a further tile and stone-built
structure were located in Trench 3 at a depth of 0.40m. The
tiles from all three trenches tended to be roof rather than floor
tile with a mixture of nibs and peg holes. Twenty samples
were submitted for chemical analysis (ICP). The excavated
structures were marked with tape and the trenches backfilled.
Two samples of pig bone were submitted for C14 dating
from deposits contemporary with the kiln’s operation and
demise. A date of 900 +/- 30 BP (calibrated to AD 1030–1220
at 95.4 % probability) associated with the kiln’s operation
and a date of 870 +/- 30 BP (calibrated to 77.8% probability)
associated with the kiln’s demise were received.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

St Andrew’s Kirk, North Berwick
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
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General view of St Andrew’s Kirk from the NE

Pencaitland
Former Railway Station, Macmerry
Desk-based assessment, photographic survey and watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 4309 7231 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken November 2010–January 2011 on the site of the
former railway station at Macmerry. The DBA recorded the
development and eventual abandonment of the railway
station. The photographic survey identified and recorded
surviving features associated with the former railway
station. The watching brief recorded the build of the
main platform embankment and revealed the remains of
four structures associated with the railway station. It is
unclear what these structures represent, although they do
correspond to structures depicted on the editions of the OS
maps published when the railway station was in operation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: East Lothian Council SMR
and RCAHMS
Funder: Camerons Ltd on behalf of East Lothian Council

Prestonkirk
Mill Wynd, East Linton
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 59252 77223 A historic building survey of a small cottage
at 3 Mill Wynd was undertaken on 21 December 2010 prior
to renovations. The cottage abuts a large mill building to the
N and both buildings probably date to at least the mid-18th
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century. It is a small three bay one-storey cottage, built of
stone rubble with a pitched roof. Unfortunately the interior
of the building was gutted in the 1970s (and the roof was
replaced) so no internal features survive.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Hamish Scott

Smeaton Barn, Preston Mains Farm
Standing building recording
Michael Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 59070 78712 An appraisal of a detached barn was
undertaken in October 2010 prior to its conversion into
residential accommodation. The barn is shown on an 1820
estate map and is therefore likely to date to the late 18th
or early 19th century. The barn has a square plan with six
stone-built piers and a single W-facing stone-built gable.
The E gable had been demolished and the opening later
replaced with planking. The A-frame roof is a 20th-century
replacement, which carries pantiles. A central partition wall,
now partly demolished, provided two areas where animals
could shelter from the worst of the weather. The building is
best described as a shelter shed.
Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Niall Young Architect

Traprain Law
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 584 746 Animal burrowing on the edge of a terrace
along the S side of Traprain Law had exposed layered slabs
which were suspected to be a rampart line. Three trenches
were excavated across this terrace, 11‑19 September 2011,
to clarify whether there was a rampart. In fact, it transpired
that the slabs were part of an extensive scree deposit which
formed the terrace. This represented two phases; an upper
scree with a colluvial matrix, and a lower scree with a
subsoil-derived matrix. The upper scree was sterile, bar
some charcoal in places at its base. The lower scree had
more extensive charcoal and burnt clay in it, as well as a
sherd of Roman pot; a shallow scoop had also been cut into
it. Human activity in this area was clearly limited, but if
radiocarbon dates confirm the implication of the pot sherd,
it suggests that this scree formed during or after the main
occupation of the hill, and the southern side must have
been even steeper during the later prehistoric occupation.
The lack of any old soil level suggests that the hill had
been stripped of turf at this time, probably for building
purposes.
Funder: Historic Scotland and National Museums Scotland

Prestonpans
Wilson Avenue, Prestonpans
Evaluation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 3897 7417 An evaluation was undertaken in March
2011 at 61 Wilson Avenue, a 20th-century semi-detached
property to the N of Prestonpans, prior to the construction
of an extension. A 0.74m deep evaluation trench exposed
construction debris from a late 20th-century building and
two features, of possible late 19th-century date, relating to
an orchard phase. The natural sandy clay was reached at
0.52m below the current ground surface. The majority of the
area had been heavily altered in the 1960s and no significant
archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr D Ledward

Spott
Crystal Rig II Wind Farm
Excavation and post-excavation analysis
Phil Moore and Christina Hills – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 6520 6960 (Pit 076) and NT 6630 6820 (Friardykes
features) A programme of archaeological work was conducted
July–October 2008 prior to and during construction works at
Crystal Rig II Wind Farm. Three features were then subject to
post-excavation analysis in 2010.
The remains of a possible prehistoric pit (076) were
partially excavated, and the fill yielded a single piece of flint.
A sample from 076 was processed and enough charcoal was
recovered to be radiocarbon dated, yielding Late Bronze Age
dates of 2770 ± 30 BP and 2750 ± 30 BP (1000–830 and
980–820 cal BC respectively).
The substantial remains of several large rock-cut ditches
were uncovered at Friardykes. A sample of a deposit (026),
located in one of the ditches, was taken for post-excavation
analysis, but no dating evidence was forthcoming. A sample
was also taken of a circular pit (080) which yielded charcoal
suitable for dating, and produced two Mesolithic dates of
7285 ± 30 BP and 7355 ± 30 BP (6230–6070 and 6360–6080
cal BC respectively).
Archive: East Lothian Council and RCAHMS
Funder: Natural Power Consultants Ltd

Tranent
Falside Castle, Tranent
Watching brief
Mike Roy – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 3795 7098 A watching brief was undertaken on 23 May
2011 during groundworks associated with the construction
of a single wind turbine to the E of Falside Castle. No
archaeological deposits or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Ian Brash

Land at Seton
Watching brief and metal detector survey
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 4116 7508 A watching brief and metal detector survey
were carried out in September 2011 during topsoil stripping
associated with the investigation of an area of mine collapse.
The site was within the area of the Battle of Prestonpans
but no archaeologically significant finds or remains were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Castle Group Scotland Ltd

‘Stepping Stones’, Seton Mains, Longniddry
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 4245 7535 An evaluation was carried out 11–12 January
2011 in advance of a proposed residential development.
The excavated trenches, which covered >10% of the area,
were archaeologically sterile and all of the features recorded
related to modern utility services and made ground.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Paul Calvesbert

Well Wynd, Tranent
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 4051 7268 A 5% evaluation was carried out on 1 March
2011 on the site of the former Labour Club at Well Wynd
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prior to residential development. The site was covered by a
layer of modern building rubble, which overlay a deposit of
soft sediment containing 19th- to 20th-century pottery, which
in turn overlay natural subsoil. A shallow pit in Trench 1
contained a well preserved articulated horse skeleton. The
pit fill also contained 19th- to 20th-century pottery, indicating
that the burial could not have been more than 100 years old,
probably less.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: East Lothian Council

Yester
George Hotel
Evaluation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy
NT 55505 67739 Investigations undertaken 7–10 October
2011, during the excavation of geotechnical test trenches,
recorded a number of archaeological deposits and walls.
The cartographic evidence suggests that these may relate
to known structures. An additional rubble foundation in
the NW of the site (test pit 2) could relate to an earlier
structure.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and CHC
Funder: John Tod Associates (Architects)

Sheriffside Season 1
Excavation
Doug Rocks-Macqueen, Stuart Dinning, Murray Cook and David
Connolly – Rampart Scotland
NT 55505 67739 A single 22 x 1m trench was opened at
Sheriffside Farm in May 2011 over the suspected ditch and
bank of an enclosure identified by the RCAHMS during aerial
survey in 1981. Features identified within the trench were
excavated, recorded and surveyed. In addition, a geophysical
survey was undertaken, which covered half of the known
extent of the possible site.
The excavations revealed several artefacts including
polishing stones, a hand thrown ceramic sherd, and
charcoal. The excavations failed to confirm the presence of
the putative cropmark enclosure, but did identify a terrace
with associated platform and cut features, such as postholes
and rock-cut channels. The charcoal retrieved from the fill of
one of the rock-cut features dated to 2030 ± 30 or cal 110 –
50 BC at 1σ (SUERC 35712).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Peter Potter Gallery and Rampart Scotland

EAST RENFREWSHIRE
Eaglesham
Cross Keys, Eaglesham
Evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 57315 51884 A trial trench evaluation was carried out on
31 May 2011 on a development site at Cross Keys. The eight
trenches covered 45.9sqm and provided a representative
sample across the site. The evaluation indicated that the S
of the site had been built-up in the 19th century. A single
sherd of 19th-century pottery was recovered from one of the
lower layers. The lower levels to the N of the site had been
disturbed by 20th-century building works and associated
services.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Carlo Citti
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East Revoch Farm
Excavation
Susan Hunter and Robin Hunter – ACFA
NS 56825 50938 and NS 56895 50927 A test pit was dug into
each of the possible burnt mounds identified in DES Volume
11 (2010, 63) and no burnt material was found.
‘The Orry’, Eaglesham
Survey
Susan Hunter and Robin Hunter – ACFA
NS 5670 5161, NS 5730 5212, NS 5741 5195 and NS 5683
5158 The common ground lying within Eaglesham Village
known as ‘The Orry’, including the W end known as
Townhead, was surveyed in the early spring of 2010 using
a Garmin GPS 12 XL. Various banks, paths, modern bridges
and water management features, relating to the Orry Cotton
Mill (1st and 2nd Edition OS maps of 1856 and 1895), and the
corn and barley mill (1st Edition OS map) were recorded.
NS 5712 5187 (centred on) The remains of the Orry Cotton
Mill were surveyed at 1:200. The northern section of the
existing wheel pit (NS 57114 51869) was surveyed at 1:10. The
survey team consisted of S Hunter, I Marshall and J Munro.
The Orry Cotton Mill was drawn up by I Marshall.
NS 57108 51901 An EDM survey was carried out of the
northern and remaining area of the Moat Hill which lies
within ‘The Orry’ ground by S Hunter, I Marshall and
J Munro.
NS 56838 51588 The remains of a structure lying in the
garden of Blawerie, Montgomerie Street were surveyed at
1:100 by R Hunter, S Hunter and J Munro.
Archive: ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and
WoSAS
Funder: The Occasional Paper was funded by Eaglesham and
Waterfoot Community Development Trust and Eaglesham Feuars
Association

‘The Orry’, Eaglesham
Geophysical survey
Peta Glew and Susan Hunter ‑ ACFA
NS 57163 51915 A geophysical survey of ‘The Orry’ was
undertaken on 18–19 July 2011. A total of 1.72ha was
surveyed across three areas of ‘The Orry’; including the
larger open areas on the N side of the Eaglesham Burn
(Area 1 – the ‘Eastern Park’ and Area 2 – the ‘Moot Hill’) and
the small open area on the S side, c200m SW of Mid Road.
A total of nine principal groups of anomalies were identified,
along with several groups of faint features. These included
features relating to the 19th-century grain mill at the NE end
of the study area, structures probably associated with the
Orry Cotton Mill (NS55SE 52/175), a number of complicated
anomalies around the alleged ‘moot hill’ (NS55SE 18) and
more amorphous features that potentially relate to the
medieval layout of the village (NS55SE 17), as depicted on
Roy’s map (1752–55).
The survey was carried out by Peta Glew with equipment
hired from Glasgow University and a survey team of
G Petersen (Glasgow University), S Hunter, I Marshall and
J Munro (ACFA).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and WoSAS
Funder: Eaglesham and Waterfoot Community Development Trust
and Eaglesham Feuars Association

Mearns
Eastwood High School
Evaluation and watching brief
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
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NS 5397 5734 An evaluation and watching brief was
undertaken, August–October 2011, in advance of the
construction of a new high school in the grounds of the
former school. A ha-ha identified on the 1st Edition OS
map was recorded prior to its destruction during knotweed
removal. No features or finds of archaeological significance
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Bam Construction Ltd

Neilston
Uplawmoor East
Evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 4393 5515 An 8% evaluation consisting of 20 trenches
was undertaken 26–27 September 2011 prior to a residential
development on a 2.47ha greenfield site to the E of
Uplawmoor village. The work revealed 19th-/20th-century
drains but no significant archaeological remains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mactaggart and Mickel Homes Ltd

Edinburgh
Currie
Gowanhill Farm
Standing building recording, evaluation and watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 16056 68080 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 24 May–1 July 2011, at Gowanhill farm steading
prior to the building’s conversion to separate residential
houses. The survey of this 18th- to 19th-century Category C
listed farmhouse and associated courtyard recorded
features and construction phases which indicated that the
farmstead underwent a variety of improvements, repairs
and extensions, as might be expected from a working farm.
The evaluation and watching brief recorded a wall footing
and drain respectively, both related to the occupation of the
farmstead, but were of limited archaeological significance.

paper manufacturers called Balerno Mill, one of at least
two along the Water of Leith in Currie and Balerno. It was
abandoned in the late 19th century and lay empty for a time
before briefly operating as a glue and gelatine manufacturers.
It was purchased in 1913 by J Hewit and Sons and was run
as a tannery until 2010, when the company moved out of
the premises.
The buildings on the site were dominated by a large fourstorey production shed to the E of the site. A number of
ancillary stores and stone rubble-built office buildings lay
to the W. A stone-built chimney also survived to the E side
of the site, attached to a later brick-built boiler house with
adjoining two/three-storey production areas behind. A large
brick-built drying shed had also been added to the buildings
to the S of the site, adjacent to the Water of Leith.
The most interesting feature recorded was located beneath
the main production shed, and consisted of the remains of a
large water wheel, in a wheel pit, which had been blocked
off from the original mill lade (now filled in). It rested over
two large lever walls and was set in large bearing blocks.
Once demolished, and the concrete floor slabs of the
buildings removed, an evaluation was undertaken to identify
any earlier phases of activity. Earlier stone floor surfaces and
features were identified and a wider excavation was then
undertaken to record these features. To the W of the site
there was evidence of two buildings with a small ancillary
wheel pit (0.9m wide) between them. To the E of the site the
earliest phases of the buildings included another wheel pit
(0.55m wide), evidence of an earlier stone slab floor surface
and other machine blocks and fittings.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: G Dunbar and Sons (Builders) Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Hollick Homes Ltd

Hermiston
Watching brief
Mike Roy – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1767 7023 A watching brief was undertaken 1–2
November 2010 on ground-breaking works associated with
the construction of a new house at 42 Hermiston. The site
was considered sensitive as it located in the centre of the
medieval fermtoun of Hermiston. The only features recorded
were modern services and a 19th-century field drain, which
cut a buried soil horizon of reddish brown gritty silty clay.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Jim McKendrick

Kinauld Tannery
Standing building recording, watching brief, evaluation and
excavation
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 17535 67387 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken, 27 September 2010–16 September 2011, on the
former tannery buildings at 371 Lanark Road, Currie, prior
to and during their demolition.
Kinauld Tannery began life in the late 18th century as a

Detail of the remains of the large water wheel after the demolition of the huge
production shed, Kinauld Tannery © AOC Archaeology Group

Malleny House
Watching brief
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NT 16470 66541 A watching brief was carried out 21–22
November 2011 during the excavation of an electrical cable
trench. The trench was c0.5m wide and 0.6m deep, located
2.7m to the SE of Malleny House and ran for 14.5m through
the western most boundary wall of the property, to the NW
of the Bavelaw Burn. The excavation ran NE–SW, parallel
to the longest axis of Malleny House and uncovered the
foundations of a large stone and mortar wall. Where this wall
has not been previously demolished is has been incorporated
for a short distance into the existing boundary, but is easily
distinguishable as it is considerably thicker and stands out
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as an obvious dogleg in the boundary orientation. It is not
known if this wall represents an earlier boundary or an
earlier exterior wall of Malleny House.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Ravelrig Wynd, Balerno
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1593 6686 An evaluation was undertaken 2–3 March 2011
prior to a proposed residential development. The area covered
0.76ha but the presence of protected trees across c50% of
the site limited the evaluation to 0.38ha. A total of seven
trenches representing a 10% sample (380m2) were excavated
across this greenfield site. The two trenches excavated along
the SW boundary revealed topsoil over natural subsoil.
The remaining trenches all contained layers of compacted
hardcore, temporary service ducts, building debris, fencing,
cabling and general detritus. No significant archaeological
features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (East) Ltd

Dalmeny
Hawes Pier, South Queensferry
Survey and watching brief
Derek Hall
NT 136 783 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken 1 February–1 April 2011 to produce a photographic
record of the proposed location of a new lifeboat station, on
the Category B listed Hawes Pier, and to monitor groundworks
associated with this development. Sandstone bedrock was
encountered below a dump of loose sandstone rubble that
formed the core of the pier. Bedrock varied in depth from
0.7m below the modern ground level to 2.07m at the N end
of the development area.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: RNLI

Edinburgh
Acheson House
Excavation
Elizabeth Jones – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2647 7375 A service trench measuring 5.6m by 0.8m was
excavated to the rear of Acheson House on 30–31 August 2011.
Workmen had already collected numerous finds from the soil
overlying an existing pipe. Further excavation revealed twothirds of the trench consisted of backfill from two separate
pipe trenches. Natural bedrock was overlain in the W half
of the trench by a layer of light brown clayey silt. A feature
filled with stone rubble cut through this deposit but was not
excavated. The feature was overlain by a thin band of midden
deposit. At the E end of the trench were the remains of a wall
cut into the natural slope, and abutted by midden deposits.
These deposits are thought to predate the construction
of Acheson House in 1633. A thick layer of post-medieval
midden debris overlay these features. The remains of a brick
path were found in the centre of the trench, truncated by the
two pipes. Cartographic evidence suggests that demolition
of structures to the rear of the house took place in the first
half of the 19th century. A brick path in the new open yard or
garden may also have been added at this time.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: CECAS and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council
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Brae Park, Cramond
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 1830 7557 A watching brief was undertaken in June 2011
during the excavation of foundation trenches for a building
extension at 1 Brae Park. The site was considered of interest as
it lies within the core of the historic settlement of Cramond/
Long Row and is located on the junction of the road leading
towards the 16th-century Cramond Brig. This crossing point
is likely to date to the Roman period. No archaeological
remains or deposits were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and
RCAHMS
Funder: Davidson Design Partnership Ltd

Brigend Farm, Old Dalkeith Road
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2799 7098 A watching brief was undertaken in July 2011
during groundworks for a proposed car park at Bridgend
Farm. A row of sandstone slabs measuring 8.5 x 2.5m were
removed to reveal two 0.9m deep brick-lined tanks. These
tanks may have been slurry or sediment traps associated
with the farm buildings.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Brunstane Cottages
Photographic survey and assessment
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
NT 3177 7243 A programme of survey (photographic) and
assessment (trial trenching) was undertaken in July 2011 on
garden ground adjacent to Brunstane Cottages in advance
of redevelopment. The site lies close to the 16th-century
Brunstane House and within the area of an earlier medieval
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tower house. No significant archaeological remains were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: South Castle Properties Ltd

Clermiston Tower
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NT 2066 7378 A round-ended rectangular enclosure 20m by
15m formed by a 2m bank and outer ditch contains a linear
outcrop and piles of stones, 50m S of Clermiston Tower.
Report: RCAHMS

Clerwood, Corstorphine Hill
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NT 2061 7402 There is a small circular enclosure on a little
promontory in the NE corner of the summit. It is 20m in
diameter over a 5m bank with a mound in the centre, which
is partly a rock outcrop, 5m in diameter. It is isolated by
a spine of mostly solid rock resembling a rampart. Close
to this and W of the boundary wall along the summit of
Corstorphine Hill are traces of another enclosure, measuring
30m in diameter, over a 7m bank incorporating many rock
outcrops.
Archive: RCAHMS 2011/132, MS/6327

Corstorphine Hill
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NT 2038 7446 Wall remains exist on the exposed N side of
the twin rocky elevations (with a grassy hollow between),
which form this NW spur of Corstorphine Hill. The higher
summit has a quarry at the S end (NT 2044 7440). The walls
consist of prominent banks incorporating natural outcrops
with berms on the N side, flanked by lesser stony banks,
on the same or related alignments. The overall alignments
change either side of a gap, at about NT 2038 7446, which
could be an entrance, but this is not aligned with the natural
hollow.
Archive: RCAHMS 2011/132, MS/6327

Corstorphine Hill
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NT 2053 7428 On a high point SE of the open ground are the
remains of a rectangular building, measuring 12m E to W by
8m, partly made up of outcropping rock, contained closely
within a sub-circular enclosure formed by individual stones
or a stony bank skirting the summit edge. It lies E of the old
wall that follows the summits of the hill.
Archive: RCAHMS 2011/132, MS/6327

Craigmillar
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 29 71 A Roman brooch and coin were found during metal
detecting near Craigmillar. The small trumpet brooch is
intact apart from the spring and pin, and has a full acanthus
moulding (overall L 51mm). A silver denarius of Marcus
Aurelius was also discovered.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 44/11), allocated to Edinburgh
Museums

Craigmillar Castle
Watching brief and excavation
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology

NT 2882 7088 A watching brief and minor excavation were
carried out 16 February 2009 on the East Range during
the excavation of three test trenches. The work allowed
the examination of previously undisturbed deposits and
ascertained the floor make-up and the height of the vaults,
prior to remedial works to prevent water inundation.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Craigroyston Pitches
Evaluation and geophysical survey
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2167 7559 A geophysical survey and evaluation trenching
were undertaken, 3–4 March 2011, prior to proposed
redevelopment work. The geophysical survey identified a
number of anomalies; however, these were all interpreted as
modern services or related to landscaping of the site. The
evaluation confirmed these interpretations and no significant
archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council SMR

Drum Street, Gilmerton
Watching brief
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2927 6860 A watching brief was undertaken in June
2011 on the site of a new residential property to the rear of
22 Drum Street. The upstanding sandstone boundary walls
were recorded and the excavation of foundation trenches
was monitored. No significant archaeological remains were
recorded.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mumtaz Hussain

Edinburgh Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2514 7344 A watching brief was maintained on 16
December 2010 during the lowering of steps in a passage cut
between the two vaults currently housing the French Prison
reconstruction. The presence of brick fragments was noted in
the fabric of the wall-core; this may reflect the presence of an
existing gap, exploited in 1980 and enlarged, rather than the
use of brick within the late 15th- early 16th-century wall lines.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Edinburgh Old College Quadrangle
Excavation
Ross Cameron and Tom Addyman – Addyman Archaeology/
Simpson and Brown Architects
NT 25990 73360 A programme of archaeological investigation
was undertaken in the Old College Quadrangle for the
University of Edinburgh in 2010 (DES 2010, 67–69). This work
included a large scale excavation that revealed the vestigial
remains of the historic Kirk o’ Fields, the associated cemetery
and the buildings of the early University of Edinburgh.
Excavation within the cellar area of the library building
along the N side of the existing quad, constructed in 1642–6,
revealed a small quantity of brightly coloured compounds
and fragments of glass apparatus. Subsequent assessment of
the materials showed them to be highly toxic and the glass
to be in the nature of chemistry apparatus. Health and Safety
concerns dictated this area remain undisturbed.
Subsequent assessment of the recovered materials during
the post-excavation process identified a reference which
indicated the chemistry apparatus of renowned scholar of the
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Excavation in progress at Edinburgh Old College Quadrangle

Scottish Enlightenment, the chemist Professor Joseph Black,
was stored in the basement of the library building after
his death in 1799 (and perhaps considerably earlier, from
c1780). Assessment of the glass and ceramic artefacts by Dr
Robert Anderson indicated these objects to be of outstanding
significance in the history and development of early
chemistry. This discovery was deemed especially important
as 2011 is the International Year of Chemistry. It was therefore
agreed by the University of Edinburgh to reopen the trench
in this area to recover a more representative sample and this
work was undertaken 14–30 June 2011.
Removal of the demolition rubble from within the SW
angle of the cellar of the 1642 building, an area of 5 x 2.5m,
revealed a spread of artefacts of exceptional variety and
significance. These artefacts all lay directly atop the beaten
floor surface of the building, and seemed to represent a
combination of debris accumulated during the building’s
use and materials abandoned when the range was ultimately
demolished in 1820.
A wide variety of artefacts was recovered and recorded.
The artefacts were predominantly of glass and ceramic
with a notable number of metal objects; also apparent
were concentrations of chemical compounds of a variety
of colours. Many of the ceramic vessels also retained or
contained apparent chemical residues. A large number of
glass rods were recovered, some solid and some evidently
thermometer sections, as well as fragments of what appear
to be test tubes. Of particular note was a quantity of small
ceramic crucibles.
Apparently immediately predating the deposition of
the chemistry materials was the find of some 40 pieces of
founders type, used in the printing process. Documentary
sources indicate that from 1754 the college’s Press was
situated in this chamber, referred to by one source as ‘the
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printing house immediately under the [Low Library]’ – run
by the College Printer, Hamilton and Balfour. An earth-fast
setting of four post-pipes located within the excavation area
may relate to the former position of a press.
A deeper sondage at one point identified an apparent wall
trench set at the same alignment as some of the 16th-century
and earlier structures identified within the 2010 excavations.
The excavation was necessarily undertaken under a strict
Health and Safety regime.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: University of Edinburgh

Hawthornvale, Newhaven
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 25751 76802 A watching brief was carried out, April–
June 2011, during groundworks relating to the construction
of the new Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop and associated
buildings. The site lies within the northern limits of the
former Victorian North British railway. Also, prior to being
renamed Hawthornvale in 1869, the area was known as
Claypotts from the name of a local 18th-century farm, which
suggested its possible use as a source of clay for potting. No
features, deposits or artefacts of archaeological significance
were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: City of Edinburgh Council SMR
Funder: Thomson Bethune

Fettes College
Evaluation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2320 7518 An evaluation was undertaken on 13 October
2011 prior to the development of a new boarding house at
Fettes College. The evaluation consisted of the machine
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trenching of a 5% sample (200m²) of the development area.
No significant archaeological features or artefacts were
encountered.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fettes College

Fort House, Leith
Evaluation
Elizabeth Jones – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2615 7662 An evaluation was undertaken 26
September–12 October 2011 on the site of Fort House prior
to its demolition. The aim of the evaluation was to target
the remains of the early 19th-century extension to the fort,
as shown on Kirkwood’s map of 1817 and the 1st Edition OS
map of 1853. Sixteen trenches were excavated, spread across
five areas of the site (A to E), amounting to 4% of the area
available for trenching.
The trenches located a number of features and finds.
These were mostly concentrated towards the S end of
the site and included walls and surfaces of the Ordnance
Store, stable blocks and ancillary buildings, parade ground
surfaces and a possible ‘target’ location within the parade
ground. A number of concrete wall bases were recorded to
the N. These may relate to the later use of the fort, which
was occupied until the 1950s. An E–W aligned ditch was
recorded in the central part of the site, within the area of
the parade ground. The fill of the ditch, which is not shown
on any of the maps of the fort, contained oyster shell and
demolition rubble. The finds from the ditch indicated a late
18th-century date, which suggests that its infilling may have
coincided with the construction of the initial fort building
and battery to the N of the present site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: CECAS and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

George Heriot’s School, Grassmarket Campus
Excavation
Kenneth Macfadyen – Addyman Archaeology
NT 2560 7330 An excavation was undertaken March 2010–
January 2011 prior to development work. The archaeological
potential of the area was considered high as the 16th-century
Flodden Wall effectively defines the southern and eastern
limits of the site and numerous structures are depicted on
the backland areas of the riggs running S from the Lawn
Market in Rothiemay’s view of 1647. However, the site
has also seen several phases of rebuilding, with a series of
increasingly large industrial structures shown on 19th- and
20th-century maps.
The excavations quickly confirmed that the northern lower
part of the site had been heavily terraced into the natural
clay, leaving no surviving archaeological remains. However,
the ground surface within some areas of the southern half of
the site survived to more than 2m higher. Remains recorded
in this area consisted of the remnants of a deep basement
to the E and the degraded fragments of structures to the W.
The remains could not be dated to much before the 19th
century and related to the successive industrial structures
that had been built across the site. The construction of these
buildings had removed any traces of earlier archaeology.
The lower parts of the upstanding eastern boundary wall,
towards Greyfriars cemetery, contained the in situ remains of
the basement and first floor of one early structure, complete
with blocked windows and entrances, which formerly led
into a narrow close bounded on its opposite side by the
Flodden Wall. A fireplace was recorded in the lower part of
what was probably the southern gable wall of the structure.

The close between the boundary wall and the retaining wall
of the graveyard (possibly containing parts of the Flodden
Wall) proved to be a narrow, infilled feature.
A brick-vaulted tunnel was also exposed in the SW part of
the site. This ran for a short distance into a previously known
wide and deep well/mine shaft. This was uncovered and
recorded in advance of new capping being fitted to the shaft.
Archive: CECAS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: George Heriot’s School

George Heriot’s School, Grassmarket Campus

Hermitage Drive
Evaluation
Nuala Marshall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 25053 70382 An evaluation was conducted on 21 March
2011 on a development site at Hermitage Drive. The area
was considered sensitive due to its proximity to Blackford
Hill Iron Age hillfort and Hermitage of Braid House. No
significant archaeological features, deposits or artefacts
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Ball

Hillwood, Corstorphine Hill
Fieldwork
Tom Welsh
NT 2055 7360 A possible small promontory fort, located E
of a quarry and S of a rocky defile, is 27m long by 10–15m
wide. The apparent defensive bank across the approach
is a composite of natural rock outcrops and sparse stony
footings. There is a possible building measuring 8 x 5m
within the possible fort. Lower down to the S of this feature
the bank has been cut almost to the E edge by a 4m wide
rectangular excavation, possibly indicating a wooden
building. At the tip of the promontory is a rectangular
mound measuring 7.5 x 4m.
Archive: RCAHMS 2011/132, MS/6327

Holyrood Park
Watching brief
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 270 733 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
8–11 November 2011 during the clearance of rocks from the
W face of Salisbury Crags, between the two quarry sites.
Prior to the displacement of the rocks, the landing area and
the area at the top of the hill, where anchor points for the
ropes were placed, were examined. There were no finds or
features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Holyrood Park
Watching brief
Alan Radley ‑ Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 275 730 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
1–28 February 2011 during the construction of new steps at
various points around Arthur’s Seat. The steps were near
three areas: Dry Dam, the ‘Zig-Zags’ and Nether Hill (or
Lion’s Haunch). All of the material removed was probably
hillwash and finds from the ‘Zig-Zags’ were Victorian or later
in date. No finds or features were recorded in the small areas
excavated at Dry Dam or Nether Hill and it is highly likely
that the hillwash covers any prehistoric features that survive
on these slopes.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Holyrood Park
Watching brief
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2693 7380 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained,
10 November–14 December 2011, during the excavation of
a service trench in the gardens to the S of the Palace of
Holyroodhouse. The trench, which was 265m in length,
exposed long and often remarkably consistent sequences.
The earliest archaeological evidence consisted of a lower
ground surface, perhaps 500mm below the current level,
with possibly associated structural remains, all buried by
imported soil and levelling material.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Inglis Green Road
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 21932 70821 A Level 1–2 standing building survey was
carried out in August 2011 at the former Duplex plastics
factory, now derelict, at 10–12 Inglis Green Road. The site has
a protracted history of manufacturing. The present factory
is built on the site of the 1908 Inglis Green Dye Works and
Tweed Mills. These were demolished to make way for a larger
factory complex in the late 1930s under the name of Everlasta
Dye Works. Part of the site was modified to accommodate
a large steel-framed Calender Hall where plastic sheeting
was manufactured. The survey recorded 39 individual units
within the factory and carried out measured surveys on
selected external and internal elevations. A photographic
survey was completed and included the modern graffiti on
the walls.

Joppa Salt Pans, Portobello
Excavation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 3210 7340 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken February–March 2011 on the site of the former
salt works at Joppa following the collapse of the NW corner of
the seawall. The work consisted of the excavation, recording
and survey of the upstanding remains relating to the salt pan
works within a specified area close to the damaged sea wall.
The excavations revealed the remains of a number of
upstanding stone walls along with two brick flues and related
features. In total, features associated with at least three
different phases of the salt pans were recorded. The main
features included a stone wall that incorporated two later
inserted large brick arches, which were associated with the
remains of two long brick flues. These flues were the main
focus of the excavation area and would have formed the
heating element to the salt pans. The arches had subsequently
been blocked and the flues covered. A smaller opening with
a heavy cast iron door had been inserted into one of the
arches that led to a smaller brick flue. No significant artefacts
associated with the salt pan works were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Edinburgh City Council

King’s Church Hall, 11 Gayfield Street
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26004 74607 A Level 1 standing building survey was
undertaken on 27 July 2011 at the King’s Church Hall prior
to development work. The hall was built in 1878, at the
same time as the church offices were built at the junction
of E Broughton Street and Gayfield Street. It has been well
maintained and, although modern building regulations
have resulted in some modern intervention, it still retains
its original classical elements with pilasters and a decorative
plaster ceiling.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: K Two Products

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: City of Edinburgh Council
SMR
Funder: DTS Raeburn Ltd

James Gillespie’s High School
Evaluation
Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2509 7216 An evaluation consisting of the excavation of
five test pits, covering a total area of 10m2, was undertaken
in August 2011 in an area of James Gillespie’s High School,
adjacent to Bruntsfield House. The work recorded structural
remains consisting of two walls and a box drain or culvert in
Test Pit 3 to the S of the house, and a wall with associated
paving in Test Pit 5 to the E of the house. Undated or modern
negative features were recorded in the other test pits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: City of Edinburgh Council
SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: AECOM on behalf of City of Edinburgh Council Framework
Agreement
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Kirk Loan, Corstorphine
Standing building recording
Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 19875 72890 A Level 1 historic building survey was
undertaken on 13 September 2010 on a range of buildings
off Kirk Loan. The buildings consisted of a stable with
associated workshops and storage, and a later double
garage, arranged around a small courtyard. A photographic
survey and written description, which describes several
construction phases, were produced.
The boundary wall to the S is probably the oldest
structure on the site, possibly dating from before the mid18th century. A stable block and a row of dwelling houses
were later built, and may have served a larger house to
the NE. Around the turn of the 20th century tenement
development blocked access to the stables, resulting in the
construction of a pend and an extension of the hay loft
to the W, providing access from Kirk Loan. Further utility
buildings were added, and later a large double garage.

walls. Two pits, thought to relate to 19th- to 20th-century
industrial activity were also recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ms C Leeson

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: City of Edinburgh Council
SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Richard Berry

Liberton House, Edinburgh
Watching brief and standing building recording
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2679 6934 A programme of monitoring and building
recording was undertaken during May 2011 in advance
of a small development within the grounds of Liberton
House. The excavation of an 8m long foundation trench
and two small test pits revealed that the entire footprint of
the development consists of up to 1.5m of made ground.
A significant quantity of 19th- to 20th-century ceramic
fragments, bottles and brick were recovered from this
deposit. The survey of the upstanding stone wall affected
by the development revealed a number of minor features
and possible evidence for two phases of development.
The wall fabric included a significant amount of repair,
including a brick and cement capping. The wall is thought
to represent one elevation of a long rectangular building
first depicted on the 1st Edition OS map of 1858.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Kelly and Jonathan Foley

Liberton Tower Lane
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 26551 69682 A watching brief was carried out in June
2011 during groundworks associated with the construction
of a house extension at 4 Liberton Tower Lane. The site
was considered sensitive as it is adjacent to the Category
A listed 15th-century Liberton Tower, a Category C listed
early 18th-century farmhouse, and a Category B listed late
18th-century farmhouse. No features, deposits or artefacts
of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: City of Edinburgh Council SMR
Funder: Mr Frank Pritchard

Logie Green Road/Beaverbank Place
Watching brief
Laura Scott – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 25483 75294 A watching brief was undertaken 23 June
2010–16 March 2011 on a proposed development site. This
work followed evaluation work undertaken in December
2009 (DES 2010, 70). During the watching brief the remains
of the mapped mill lade were found in two areas. Five
tanning pits of modern date were uncovered alongside
several structural foundations, brick floor surfaces and

Archive and report: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Watkin Jones Construction

15 Marlborough Street, Portobello
Standing building recording
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 30712 73840 A building survey was carried out in
January 2011 on a former Congregational Church situated
at 15 Marlborough Street, prior to its conversion to a house
and the demolition of the attached hall. The church was
constructed in 1835 and was remodelled in c1870 with the
addition of a Romanesque frontage. A hall was added to the
rear in c1885. The church is single-storey and rectangular in
plan with a semi-circular rear. It is built of sandstone with
mixed patterns, which indicate the possible reuse of stone,
and is mortar bonded with extensive concrete repointing
and repairs. The hall to the rear was constructed of brick.

Mary Erskine School
Evaluation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 220 742 A 5% sample evaluation was undertaken on
13 July 2011 prior to the construction of new tennis courts
at the Mary Erskine School. No significant archaeological
features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mary Erskine School

Melville Street
Standing building recording
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 24387 73734 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out in April 2010 on a lean-to structure and garden
walls at the rear of 21 Melville Street prior to its demolition
and redevelopment. The house at 21 Melville Street is
a Category A listed building and lies within part of an
extensive classical terrace designed by Robert Brown in
1814. Melville Street forms the central axis of the Walker
Estate residential scheme and forms an integral part of this
section of Edinburgh’s New Town. The lean-to structure
and the shed appear contemporary, and both post-date the
construction of the walls and the main building, although
their depiction on early town plans would suggest they were
built shortly after completion of the Melville Street terrace.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Axis Mason

Newcraighall
Survey, evaluation and watching brief
Alan Hunter Blair, Warren Bailie and Natasha Ferguson – GUARD
Archaeology Ltd
NT 32048 72060 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken 13 May–7 July 2011 across two fields and a
disused railway embankment to the N of Newcraighall
prior to their potential development. The area was
considered sensitive due to the presence of a ring ditch
cropmark and the site’s proximity to the Battle of Pinkie.
The work consisted of a metal detector survey across the
fields, the excavation of 52 trenches, amounting to 8.2% of
the 8.2ha development area, and a watching brief during
site investigation works.
Instead of the expected later prehistoric and late medieval
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archaeology the artefacts and features recorded suggested
a predominance of 19th- to 20th-century activity across the
area. The previously recorded ring ditch cropmark was found
to be an abortive mineshaft. Despite the recovery of a small
and widely dispersed assemblage of early prehistoric flint
artefacts, including the tip of a flint bifacial arrowhead of
Neolithic or Bronze Age date, none of the features appeared
structural and the artefacts were probably residual, rather
than indicative of prehistoric settlement.
There was no evidence that the rout from the Battle of
Pinkie passed through the development area. The only
possible finds that could have been derived from this
event were an iron buckle and a lead musket ball. The
simple D-shaped iron buckle is a form of buckle that could
potentially date anywhere from AD 1250 – 1750. However,
owing to the poor metal condition across the site a later
date for this buckle is more likely. The small musket or
carbine ball had been heavily distorted due to impact with
a hard surface. Also, as this was an isolated find it was not
possible to link it to any specific event. The rest of the finds
recovered by metal detecting were 17th- to 20th-century in
date with the vast majority consisting of iron fixtures, pegs
and other debris dating to the 19th and 20th centuries.
The possible, perhaps abortive, mineshaft and adit
encountered during the evaluation and watching brief,
together with the spatial distribution of features containing
coal and ash waste, derived from mining activity, and the
wide distribution of nondescript iron debris found across
the site clearly indicates that it had been extensively
disturbed in modern times. While the precise purpose of
most of these features could not be identified, the nature
of the material they contained indicates that they probably
related to mining activity, the construction of the adjacent
railways and agricultural activity during the post-medieval
and modern periods.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The EDI Group Ltd

Nicolson Square Methodist Church and Epworth Halls
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 26024 73122 and NT 26043 73127 A historic building
survey was carried out on 18 October 2011 prior to a major
redevelopment of the buildings. The Methodist Church was
built in 1815–16 to replace an earlier Methodist Church at
Low Calton. It was built in a classical style, with a small
vestry in the S corner and an original manse (now the
square centre) to the NW. The main two-storey chapel and
basement has a typical Georgian style interior, with a large
area reserved for the altar to the S, pews in front and wide
galleries above. It retains its former character, although the
altar area (which once had an upper walkway) has been
altered, and the large round-headed windows blocked.
The basement contains a large dining hall for a café with
adjoining kitchens and some smaller offices.
The Epworth Halls were built in 1916 to the E of the
church and consist of a large hall (now sub-divided into
four smaller rooms) on the first floor, offices on the ground
floor, and a small basement. The cartographic evidence
suggests that the N part of the Halls was constructed first,
with the S wing, including the main hall on the first floor,
constructed some time before 1931–46.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Edinburgh Methodist Church

Niddrie Burn Restoration Scheme
Evaluation and excavation
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Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 301 702 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken 7 March–29 April 2011. An evaluation carried
out prior to the start of restoration work revealed that
significant archaeological remains would be directly
affected by the work. The evaluation located the remains
of an ice-house, a discrete area of medieval activity and the
remains of a possible path or estate road associated with
the 17th-century Niddrie House.
The consequent excavation recorded these features and
in addition found a number of pits, the remains of a small
farm steading, a well, stone tank and an industrial hearth
dating to the early part of the 17th century. The excavation
also identified the presence of former estate walls and
roads. Artefacts included ceramics, glass, animal bone and
a large quantity of metal finds consisting of coins, and lead
and copper alloy objects.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council

Parliament House Gas Main
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar and Alan Duffy – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2567 7354 A watching brief was undertaken on 9 January
2011 during excavations associated with the disconnection
of a gas main in Parliament Square. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were recorded in the
two small 0.8m deep hand excavated trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Courts Service

Parliament Square
Watching brief
Mike Roy – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 25760 73555 On the 14 April 2011 human remains
were encountered by a contractor undertaking repair
work in a 2.2m by 1.1m service trench in Parliament
Square. The single bone had been recovered prior to the
arrival of the archaeologist on 15 April 2011. The trench
contained a sequence of tarmac and hardcore, overlying
made ground consisting of soft sediments of indeterminate
age, recorded at a depth of between 0.25–0.8m (the limit
of the excavation). A single further piece of charnel was
recovered from these soils.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Court Service

Piershill Square East and West
Evaluation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2847 7421 and NT 2834 7421 An evaluation was
undertaken 11–12 January 2011 in advance of the proposed
redevelopment of two established parks. Ten trenches
(covering an area of 96m2) were excavated and a red brick
and cobble surface located, recorded and preserved in situ.
The surface represents the remains of a building recorded
on the 1st Edition OS map.
Archive: AOC Archaeology Group (digital) and RCAHMS (paper)
Funder: City of Edinburgh Council (Property Services)

4–17 Poplar Lane and 20 Salamander Place, Leith
Watching brief and evaluation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 27559 76223 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken September–November 2010 prior to
redevelopment work. The site was evaluated and a
watching brief, which included the recording of exposed
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features and artefacts, maintained during topsoil stripping.
The work recorded late 18th- to mid-19th-century building
remains and a large number of pits and postholes. These
varied in size, shape and function, from small domestic
pits through to large sand quarrying pits. A number of
trench-like pits were also discovered, the location and
regularity of which suggested they related to 18th-/19thcentury industrial processes. Five wells were recorded, four
with barrel linings and one constructed entirely from brick.
Finds from the site included 18th- to 19th-century pottery, a
small amount of animal bone, leather shoes (ranging from
small children’s through to adult boots), metal work (the
majority obtained from two pits), glass and metal slag, clay
pipe, and the remains of at least two large iron working
crucibles with associated brick supports and lids.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: J Smart and Co PLC

Portobello High School
Desk-based assessment, survey and evaluation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 3060 7296 A desk-based assessment, geophysical
survey and evaluation were undertaken in August 2011 on
Portobello Park prior to the construction of a new High
School. Data from the geophysical survey and cartographic
information were used to determine the position of trial
trenches. A total of 29 linear trenches (covering 1687m)
were excavated and a significant number of tile and rubble
field drains recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The City of Edinburgh Council

Primark Site, Princes Street
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 2523 7386 A Level 1 standing building survey was
carried out December 2010–February 2011 on the E and
W-facing gables of 90 and 94 Princes Street, which were
exposed during the demolition of the former Marks and
Spencer store at 91–93 Princes Street. The W-facing gable
of 90 Princes Street provided evidence of three major
architectural phases.
Phase 1 Probably late 18th-century main build, created
for a traditional town house or tenement building, with a
Mansard-shaped roofline for a four-storey building.
Phase 2 Probably early 19th century, there was evidence
for an abutting building with a pitched roof surviving as a
roof raggle.
Phase 3 Mid- to late 19th-century major rebuild of the
W-facing gable, representing the addition of a new roof
with dormer windows.
Two chimney breasts, each with a blocked fireplace were
the only notable features recorded on the E-facing elevation
(gable of 94 Princes Street).
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Commissioned by 3DReid on behalf of Primark
Stores Ltd

The Glebe, Cramond
Watching brief
Martin Cook and Tom Bradley Lovekin – AOC Archaeology
Group
NT 1891 7658 A watching brief was undertaken on 22
September 2011 during ground-breaking works associated
with the construction of a house extension at 7 The Glebe.
No significant archaeological features or artefacts were
identified.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Urban Creatures

The Liquid Room, Victoria Street
Watching brief and excavation
Paul Masser – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 2557 7345 A watching brief and excavation were carried
out, 4 November 2009–19 July 2010, during works in a
garden behind The Liquid Room, a converted 19th-century
church at 9c Victoria Street. The work recorded two large
medieval pits, both of which had been backfilled with soil
incorporating domestic refuse. This material included 12thto 14th-century pottery and metal-working residues, which
indicated that smithing had been carried out in the vicinity.
Similar material was recovered from a medieval buried
soil adjacent to the pits. The boundary walls surrounding
the garden contained blocked doors and windows, which
related to buildings depicted on early maps, one of which
was standing in 1765.
Archive: RCAHMS. Physical archive: Awaiting SAFAP
Funder: The Liquidroom Ltd

Towerbank Primary School, Portobello
Evaluation
Melanie Johnson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 3056 7405 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
on 1 February 2011 prior to the construction of an
access road. The site was considered sensitive as it lies
on the periphery of the former industrial potteries area
of Portobello. Three trenches, covering 67.5m2, were
excavated but no significant archaeological features or
deposits were recorded.
Archive: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: The City of Edinburgh Council

West Silvermills Lane
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2478 7470 A watching brief was undertaken on 9 March
2011 during groundworks associated with the conversion
of offices into flats at the Category B listed building at 3
West Silvermills. Three 1 x 1m test pits and a 6m long
by 0.65m wide service trench were excavated. A sequence
of modern made ground overlay soft sediments of
indeterminate age, recorded at a depth of 0.5–1.0m (the
limit of the excavation). A small section of mortared wall
was also recorded cut into the soft sediments in test pit
1. The soils could have archaeological potential or mask
significant material. However, as the groundworks will not
extend below 0.3m deep any archaeological material will
be preserved in situ.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Grant Caledonia Ltd

Whitehouse Loan and Newbattle Terrace
Evaluation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 25080 71594 A 10% trial trenching evaluation was
carried out in July 2011, at 160–162 Whitehouse Loan and
35–37 Newbattle Terrace, in advance of construction work.
The evaluation, which aimed to identify any surviving
remains of the leper colony or graveyard associated with the
earlier Chapel of St Roque, did not identify any significant
archaeological deposits or artefacts.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: City of Edinburgh Council SMR and
RCAHMS
Funder: Comprehensive Design Architects Ltd
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Whitehouse Road
Watching brief
Paul Masser – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 1842 7560 An inspection of trenches excavated by
contractors within a garden adjacent to 124 Whitehouse
Road was undertaken on the 22 February 2011. No
significant archaeological finds or features were observed.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dr and Mrs Murray

Kirkliston
Clifton Hall School, Newbridge
Watching brief
Mike Roy and Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 10830 71040 A watching brief was undertaken 5–13 July
2011 during groundworks associated with the construction
of a temporary building. Twenty foundation pads, varying in
size between 0.8–1.3msq, and three service trenches were
machine excavated. The remains of a small lime mortared
stone wall were recorded crossing one service trench.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Clifton Hall School

Newbridge Industrial Estate
Evaluation
Ross Murray – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 11605 71850 An evaluation was undertaken 30 June–1
July 2011 prior to proposed industrial development. A
combination of trenches and test pits established that an old
ground surface was present beneath an area of deep made
ground in the northern half of the site. No made ground
was present in the southern half of the site. Field drains
and post-medieval rig and furrow cultivation were present
across the whole site. No other significant archaeological
remains were recorded, though the northern part of the site
was not fully evaluated due safety concerns relating to the
excavation of deep deposits of made ground.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Northern Trust

Pepperwood Cottage, Wheatlands
Watching brief
Elizabeth Jones – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 14335 74910 A watching brief was undertaken on
21 July 2011 during groundworks associated with the
construction of a new access road and garage. The site
was considered sensitive due to the existence of known
prehistoric remains in the area and the presence of two
cropmarks in the field to the W. The work recorded three
N–W oriented furrows, 3–4m apart. No datable finds were
recovered but the furrows probably relate to medieval or
later agricultural activity.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Landowner

Plot 5, Newbridge
Evaluation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 12283 72934 An evaluation was undertaken 24–25 May
2011 on a proposed commercial development at Newbridge.
The evaluation consisted of the machine excavation of
trenches covering 20% (510m2) of the development area.
No significant archaeological features or artefacts were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: John Clark Holdings Ltd
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EDINBURGH/FIFE/WEST LOTHIAN
Inverkeithing (LP1–3), Dalmeny (LP4–14,
Echline Cairns), Kirkliston (LP15–22)
Forth Replacement Crossing
Evaluation and excavation
Kirsty Dingwall, Ian Hill, Jamie Humble, Elizabeth Jones and
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 122 819 (N) to NT 119 736 (S) A series of trial trenching
evaluations were undertaken, September 2010 and June 2011,
in advance of the construction of the Forth Replacement
Crossing. A number of discoveries during the evaluations led
to further work. The details of this work are shown below by
land parcel (LP).
NT 1222 8196 (centred on) LP1 – Castlandhill, Rosyth A
metal detector survey and an evaluation totalling 22 trenches
(1630m²) comprising just over a 5% sample were excavated
across LP1. The evaluation identified archaeological
features in five trenches and five larger Areas (A to E) were
subsequently excavated. Area C revealed a possible ditch
to be part of a natural depression filled with sandy silt,
while Area D contained a large pit, as recorded during the
evaluation, but no further features. Area E contained modern
drainage features.
Area B contained a number of features, including a possible
structure, and lithic artefacts were recovered from three
features. The excavation area was subsequently extended to
encompass Area A and to reveal the extent of the spread of
features.
The subsequent excavation area contained two possible
structures and over 60 additional features including; a
hearth, small gullies and large pits. Lithic artefacts including
cores and tools, found across the site demonstrate the use of
Mesolithic technology in the manufacture of stone tools and
provided an indicative date for the features.
NT 12041 81844 (centred on) LP2 – Castlandhill House,
Fife A total of five trenches (84.75m2) were excavated
comprising a 2.3% sample of LP2. A small building was found
in the SE corner of the parcel. The trench was extended in
order to identify the limits of the building, which established
that it was rectangular in shape and had associated external
features. The building is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map
of 1856 and is the southern gate lodge associated with the
Castlandhill House to the N.
NT 12412 81474 (centred on) LP3 – St Margaret’s Wharf,
Rosyth The aim of the work was to record an upstanding
wharf that survived within an area of reclaimed land, and
to establish if any earlier structures or vessels were present
adjacent to the wharf.
Three trenches totalling 63.6m² were excavated around the
wharf. Due to the constraints of groundwater levels and the
presence of services, limited areas were available for trenching
along the relict shoreline close to the wharf. Trial trenching
established that the main structure of the wharf survived
in good condition including features such as a protective
wooden framework present along the seaward elevation. The
structure of the wharf was recorded, as well as the location
of an earlier wharf to the N, and the remnants of part of
a later pier further to the SW. No evidence of any vessels
or associated structures was identified. An assessment of
all readily available documentary and cartographic sources
was undertaken following the completion of fieldwork. This
indicated that the wharf was constructed c1900, and was in
use for around 30 years, probably for transporting stone and
coal from small-scale local enterprises, mainly quarrying.
The desk-based assessment identified one low rectangular
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structure to the rear of the wharf, but this was removed in
the mid-20th century, during which time the whole of St
Margaret’s Bay was being infilled and reclaimed as part of
the wider expansion of Rosyth Naval Dockyard.
NT 11422 78220 (centred on) LP4 – Echline Fields, South
Queensferry A total of 189 trenches (17198m²) comprising
a 7.5% sample were excavated across LP4. Trenches were
targeted following assessment of the results of a geophysical
survey undertaken 30 August–16 September 2010. The
evaluation identified archaeological features in several
trenches across the land parcel. Subsequently four areas of
excavation with a total area of 16032m2 were opened located
around the features of archaeological interest.
The majority of the excavated remains related to Mesolithic
occupation of the site with the most significant find being
a probable sunken-floored house structure, measuring 6.96
x 5.92m with a W-facing entrance. Around the edge of the
structure were nine postholes forming an oval that represents
the main structural element of the house. A possible inner
post ring was identified and this may also be part of the
structure of the house. Internally the structure had a cobbled
surface to the S and a number of hearths and pits. A second
possible Mesolithic structure consisted of an oval-shaped
arrangement of posts with associated hearths. Alongside
these two structures were numerous pits many of which are
currently undated.
While the only definite evidence of Neolithic activity was
a single pit containing Grooved Ware pottery, a structure
consisting of a series of inter-cutting curvilinear ditches
appears to date to the Neolithic, indicated by the presence
of naked barley. Many features are currently undated and
these include a heavily truncated roundhouse. Medieval
activity comprised a large pit, dating from the 13th to 14th
centuries. Post-medieval agricultural remains in the form of
furrows alongside a system of field boundary ditches were
also present.
NT 11135 77960 (centred on) LP5 – Echline Fields, South
Queensferry A total of 58 trenches (5346m2) were excavated
comprising a 7.5% sample of LP5. Trenches were targeted
following assessment of the results of a geophysical survey
undertaken 30 August–16 September 2010, and also included
trenches sited to ensure good spatial coverage. The trial
trenching revealed ditches and furrows relating to postmedieval agricultural activity.
NT 1270 7779 (centred on) LP6 – Dundas Castle Farms
A total of 36 trenches (3530m²) comprising a 5% sample
were excavated across LP6. The trial trenching revealed two
curvilinear ditches and an associated posthole, all undated,
around which a larger area of 788m2 was opened to reveal
its full extent. Ditches and furrows relating to post-medieval
agricultural activity on site along with an isolated pit were
also exposed.
NT 1163 7782 (centred on) LP7 – Builyeon Road A total
of three trenches (203m2) comprising a 5% sample were
excavated across LP7. Trenches were sited to ensure good
spatial coverage and to avoid existing areas of hard standing
used by the farmer. No archaeological remains or deposits
were identified.
NT 1163 7757 (centred on) LP8 – Dundas Castle Farms A
total of 28 trenches (2716m2) were excavated comprising a
5% sample of LP8. Trenches were sited to ensure good spatial
coverage while avoiding a strategic utility and an overhead
power line which ran across the S of the land parcel. The
trial trenching revealed ditches and furrows related to postmedieval agricultural activity along with a small number of
field drains. A small area of stones recorded in Trench 17 was
also related to post-medieval agricultural activity.

NT 11901 77124 (centred on) LP9 – Dundas Castle Farms
A total of four trenches (351m2) were excavated comprising
a 5% sample of LP9. Trenches were sited to ensure good
spatial coverage. No archaeological remains or deposits were
identified.
NT 12143 77293 (centred on) LP10 – Dundas Castle Farms
A total of 34 trenches (3360m2) were excavated comprising a
5% sample across LP10. Trenches were sited to ensure good
spatial coverage. The trial trenching revealed furrows relating
to post-medieval agricultural activity.
NT 12159 77315 (centred on) LP11 – Dundas Castle Farms
A total of five trenches (472m²) were excavated comprising a
5% sample across LP11.The trial trenching revealed a series
of possible pits forming a roughly E–W alignment across the
site, with a separate isolated pit to the W end of the site.
During further work at the site a 10 x 100m area was
excavated centred on the line of the possible pit alignment.
Excavation of the clay filled features at the E end of the site
demonstrated these to be natural hollows in the gravel, which
had filled with natural clay. The features at the W end of the
site were also revealed to be areas of variation in the natural
clays and gravels. One of the features unexcavated during
the evaluation was found to be a test pit. The excavation
also revealed furrows in the western part of the evaluation
area running E–W; rubble drains crossed the site on the same
alignment.
NT 12600 77327 (centred on) LP12 – Dundas Home Farm
A total of 32 trenches (3208m2) were excavated comprising
a 5% sample across LP12. Trenches were sited to provide
good spatial coverage while avoiding a strategic utility that
ran through the centre of the land parcel, and an overhead
electricity cable to the N. The trial trenching revealed ditches
and furrows relating to post-medieval agricultural activity.
The evaluation specifically targeted the site of the Newbigging
cobbled surface, which was identified during evaluation
of the M9 extension and A90 upgrading. No evidence of
a cobbled surface or any other features of archaeological
interest were encountered.
NT 1297 7696 (centred on) LP13 – Dundas Castle Farms
A total of three trenches (216m2) were excavated comprising
a 5% sample across LP13. With the exception of rubble field
drains and a geotechnical test pit from earlier investigations,
no archaeological remains or deposits were identified.
NT 13906 77155 (centred on) LP14 – Dalmeny A total of 16
trenches (1506m2) were excavated comprising a 5% sample
across LP14. Trenches were sited to ensure good spatial
coverage across all of LP14. The trial trenching revealed
furrows relating to post-medieval agricultural activity.
NT 1134 7476 (centred on) LP15 – Humbie Farm, Kirkliston
A total of 25 trenches (4300m²) were excavated comprising
a 5% sample across LP15. The trial trenching revealed
a series of N–S oriented furrows relating to post-medieval
agricultural activity. At the NE end of LP15 modern made
ground deposits were encountered, these were presumed to
relate to the construction of the motorway bridge.
A kiln was found in the far SW corner of LP15. This
consisted of a large pit filled with burnt stones, charcoal and
limestone, with finds dating to the 18th and 19th centuries.
The trench was extended to reveal the extent of the kiln and
exposed further deposits running downhill of the kiln to the
E. An additional 20 x 20m area, centred on the kiln, was
then excavated. The remains of the kiln consisted of a semicircular stone structure set into a large pit, which had been
truncated on its eastern side. At least two phases of use were
evident within the pit, which contained a hard burnt clay
floor with a small drain cut into it. The presence of a large
lump of lime within the pit suggests it was used for making
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agricultural lime. The large cut truncating the pit probably
represents an infilled quarry, which is depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map of 1856.

NT 11983 74026 (centred on) LP21 – Milrig Farm,
Kirkliston A total of five trenches (304m²) were excavated
comprising a 5% sample of LP21, which had been recently
ploughed. The field drains still in use demonstrate that the
field requires drainage in order to be productive. This would
have made the area of limited use in the past in terms of
settlement or agriculture. No archaeological remains or
deposits were identified.
NT 11904 73694 (centred on) LP22 – Milrig Farm,
Kirkliston A total of 13 trenches (1490m2) were excavated
comprising a 5% sample across LP22. Trenches were sited to
ensure good spatial coverage. No archaeological remains or
deposits were identified.
NT 12045 77344 (centred on) Echline Cairns Six clearance
cairns were cleaned back and half sectioned down to the
natural geology. Modern material was located within and
underneath a number of the cairns, which were all located
within the topsoil layer. The cairns are of a modern date and
probably relate to recent field clearance from the adjacent
fields.

Excavated kiln showing burnt base and stone structure, Humbie Farm

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Transport Scotland

NT 11037 74756 (centred on) LP16 – Humbie Farm,
Kirkliston A total of four trenches (256m2) were excavated
comprising a 5% sample of LP16. The trenches were sited to
ensure good spatial coverage of the area under investigation,
although constraints to the layout were imposed due to a
gas main running through the middle of the field. The trial
trenching revealed a modern ditch and number of rubble filled
field drains relating to post-medieval agricultural activity.
NT 11008 74636 (centred on) LP17 – Milrig Farm,
Kirkliston A total of five trenches (357m2) were excavated
comprising a 5% sample across LP17. The trenches were
sited to ensure good spatial coverage of the area under
investigation. The trial trenching revealed a small number of
rubble filled field drains relating to post-medieval agricultural
activity.
NT 11134 74585 (centred on) LP18 – Overton Farm,
Kirkliston A total of five trenches (181m2) were excavated
comprising a 5% sample across LP18. The trenches were
sited to ensure good spatial coverage of the area under
investigation. The trial trenching recorded evidence of large
scale infilling that related to the construction of the M9 to the
N and a number of furrows relating to agricultural activity.
NT 13345 74322 (centred on) LP19 – Overton Farm,
Kirkliston A total of 11 trenches (1700m2) were excavated
comprising a 5% sample of LP19. The trial trenching revealed
a curvilinear ditch and a larger 311m2 area was opened to
reveal its full extent. This small feature is of post-medieval
date and may reflect small-scale agricultural or industrial
activity. The presence of furrows and a drainage ditch
provided evidence of post-medieval agricultural activity.
NT 11739 74106 (centred on) LP20 – Milrig Farm,
Kirkliston A total of 12 trenches (940m²) were excavated
comprising a 5% sample of LP20. The area of LP20 to the
S of the Niddry Burn had been recently ploughed; to the
N of the burn LP20 was rough pasture, sloping downhill
from woodland at Lindsay’s Crags. A line of large rounded
stones was found in one of the trenches towards the base
of the slope, running E–W. This corresponds with the line
of a former bank of the burn, which is clearly visible as a
landscape feature further to the E. No walls are shown on
any of the early OS maps of the area location and it was
concluded that the stones represented the edge of the former
course of the burn and were naturally deposited. With
the exception of field drains, no archaeological remains or
deposits were identified.
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FALKIRK
Bo’ness and Carriden
Carriden
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 03 80 Metal detecting to the SE of the Roman fort produced
the lower bow and foot of a Romano-British brooch. It is
most likely from a headstud brooch.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 97/10), allocated to Falkirk Museum

Kinneil
Excavation
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Community Trust
NS 977 803 and NS 975 801 A series of trenches designed to
pick up the spur road heading S from the fortlet at Kinneil
found evidence for extensive landscaping in the late 18th
century. Farther S, on the supposed line of the Military
Way, excavation demonstrated that the known road was not
Roman, but was also 18th century. It is now assumed that the
Roman road lay adjacent to the Antonine Wall in this area.
Archive: Falkirk Museum
Funder: Falkirk Local History Society and EAFS

Kite aerial photograph of the excavation trench and fortlet at Kinneil. Courtesy
of John and Rosie Wells, West Lothian Archaeology

Fa l k i r k
Kinneil House
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 9822 8055 A watching brief was undertaken on 28 July
2011 during the excavation of a trench for an information
sign. The trench was located SE of the house and the area
was considered sensitive as the course of Antonine Wall is
thought to run E–W close to the S face of Kinneil House.
The sequence of landscaping which had accompanied the
development of the estate was noted but no significant
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Falkirk
Allandale Football Ground, Castlecary
Watching brief
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Community Trust
NS 7986 7868 A two day watching brief undertaken in 2011
during ground preparation work for an artificial football
pitch, on the line of the Antonine Wall, showed that the
rampart would have been removed during the terracing of
the 1920s. However, the upcast mound survives well at the
N end of the site, where levels were built up.

Archive: Falkirk Museums Trust and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: EAFS and Falkirk Local History Society

Castlecary Roman Fort
Excavation
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Community Trust
NS 790 782 Excavation in the grounds of the old school at
Castlecary in 2011 confirmed the width of the ditch of the
Antonine Wall at 10.75m, and the presence of a low dry stone
dyke on the southern lip. The upcast mound was retained
on the N by sandstone debris, presumably derived from the
construction of the fort. It also had a line of large boulders
arranged across its axis. The rampart was located 5m S of its
anticipated line, complicating its junction with the fort walls.
No defensive pits were found on the berm, but a N–S ditch
cut across it.
Archive: Falkirk Museum
Funder: Falkirk Local History Society and EAFS

Archive: Falkirk Museum, Callendar House, Falkirk
Funder: Sponsor: Stein Thistle FC

Antonine Wall – Rough Castle
Evaluation and excavation
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 8431 7991 (centred on) Four test trenches were
excavated, 16–18 February 2011, to ascertain the extent of
the current drainage scheme and to characterise the extent
of the in situ remains of the Roman ditch. The trenches
revealed that a number of changes had been made to the
earthwork by the drainage works of the 1960s.
The ditch, originally V-shaped, had been stripped,
truncated to the N and S and the central area excavated.
The excavated material had been retained and placed over
the installed drainage. As a result of this work the ditch now
has an uncharacteristic flat-bottomed U-shaped profile in
this area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Antonine Wall – Rough Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 8431 7991 (centred on) Further to minor exploratory
excavations (see above), a watching brief was undertaken
on 23 March 2011, during excavations to install new drains.
There were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Castlecary Roman Fort
Geophysical survey
Ian Hawkins – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NS790 782 A ground resistance survey was carried out on 10
July 2011 in the garden of the Old Schoolhouse, Castlecary
in advance of an excavation by Falkirk Local History Society.
Results were generally disappointing due to a layer of stony
rubble that formed the base of the school playground and a
layer of very wet redeposited boulder clay from the Antonine
Wall ditch. High resistance anomalies noted were probably
garden features or geological in origin.

Stone on the S lip of the Antonine Wall ditch, Castlecary Roman Fort

Falkirk Distillery
Evaluation
Robert Will – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 922 794 An evaluation was carried out 8–11 February
2011 prior to the development of a new distillery to the
E of Falkirk. The area was considered sensitive due to its
proximity to the Antonine Wall and a number of other Roman
and prehistoric sites. The trial trench evaluation, which
covered 6.3% (2322m2) of the development area, recorded
no archaeological features or finds.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Falkirk Distillery Company

Falkirk Old Parish Churchyard
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 888 799 (centred on) A watching brief was carried out,
9 June 2010–21 February 2011, during groundworks associated
with regeneration work. A number of walls, some fragments
of early modern gravestones and a substantial amount of
disarticulated human bones were recorded. The human
bones were re-interred within the graveyard (NS 887 800)
upon completion of the groundworks.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Falkirk Council

Grahamsdyke Street, Laurieston
Excavation
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Community Trust
NS 9138 7952 Hand excavation of foundation trenches in 2011,
for an extension at 74 Grahamsdyke Street, found a 1.2m wide
N–S turf wall immediately to the S and perpendicular to the
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Antonine Wall. An occupation horizon was recorded to the E
of this feature. This discovery mirrors the evidence found in
an adjacent property to the E in 2008.

Archive: Falkirk Museum
Funder: Falkirk Local History Society and EAFS

in shape and measures c70m NW–SE by 48m NE–SW and is
mostly surrounded by a bank and ditch, although the ditch is
barely visible in the W. There is an entrance in the SE.
Callendar Wood fort is located in an area of mixed deciduous
trees in Callendar Wood. The fort is sub-rectangular in shape,
measures c155m E–W by 93m N–S and consists of a ditch with
an external bank. The ditch measures between c0.3–3.0m in
depth and is deepest at the E end. The ditch is least visible
along a small southern section. There is an entrance in the SE
flanked on either side with fairly large banks, and a possible
smaller entrance in the SW. Two much smaller ditches, which
are aligned roughly N–S across the site, appear to be later
additions and are possibly associated with later drainage
related to the footpath.

Grangemouth

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife and North Lanarkshire SMR
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Archive: Falkirk Museum
Funder: Falkirk Local History Society and EAFS

Mumrills
Fieldwalking
Geoff Bailey – Falkirk Community Trust
NS 918 794 A day of fieldwalking undertaken in 2011 recovered
Roman pottery and part of a shale box. Plotting of the material
confirmed the previous general trends in distribution.

Union Canal Towpath, Redding
Photographic survey and watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 9171 7815 A watching brief was carried out in October
2010 during small excavations ahead of the installation of
a new mooring on the N bank of the Union Canal between
Blairlodge Bridge (No.55) and Redding Bridge (No.56).
A photographic survey was conducted of the site prior to
ground-breaking works.
The excavations showed that a considerable amount of
work had gone into the insertion of the sheet piling. This
had consisted of the grading of the towpath bank (to allow
an appropriate level of access), the insertion of the piles
and the reinstatement of the bank and towpath. This work
had affected or led to the removal of much of the canal’s
original fabric. It is common to see large sections of wall,
protected by sheet piles, wooden poles and corrugated iron,
and a crumbling or partially surviving section of original wall
behind. It is possible that along this section of the canal it had
been deemed prudent to remove a section of wall, which was
perhaps in a poor state of repair.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: British Waterways Scotland

FALKIRK/FIFE
Falkirk/Culross
Keir Plantation/Castlehill Wood/Callendar Wood
Survey
Rebecca Shaw and Ben Edwards – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological
Services
NS 946 882, NS 971 899 and NS 896 787 A programme of
surveys was undertaken 9 April–10 June 2011 on three forts in
the Scottish lowlands.
Kier Plantation fort is located roughly half way up the
eastern side of Moor Loch in an area of mixed woodland.
The W of the site is bordered by the Moor Loch, the N by
marshy ground that was originally part of the loch and the
E and S by flat ground. The fort is sub-circular in shape and
a maximum of c70m in diameter, with a number of banks
and ditches. There is a knoll at the N end that would have
originally formed a promontory into the loch. Although there
is no internal rampart the incline on the inner face of the
ditch is very sharp, reaching 1.5m high in places. A definite
break in the bank and ditch mark the position of a possible
entrance to SW.
Castlehill Wood fort is located on fairly level low-lying
ground in mature trees within Bogside Wood. The fort is oval
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Survey of earthworks at Keir Plantation, Fife. Drawn by Ben Edwards,2011
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Aberdour
Aberdour Castle
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 1910 8537 and NT 1923 8545 A watching brief was
carried out on 7 September 2011 during the excavation of two
small trenches in advance of the installation of new signs at
Aberdour Castle. The first, near the entrance gate (NT 1910
8537), revealed whin dust, suggesting recently laid turf. The
second, just SW of the Castle (NT 1923 8545), was on the
site of an existing display board, but a mortar-rich layer at
the lower limit of excavation may represent an undisturbed
horizon.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Fife
Inchcolm Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NT 18973 82656 This collection, which consists of a wide
range of stones from arcades to window tracery, was assessed
during July–August 2010. The arcade stones, of which there
are four, form the springers for a series of arches. The profile
of these stones is related to that of a string-course fragment,
also in the collection. This string-course may have come
from the chapter house exterior, and it is therefore possible
that the arcade stones came from stalls on the interior of the
chapter house.
A very unusual item was a mass dial, broken into two
pieces. This has a series of incised radiating lines, and the
remains of a gnomon in the centre. Although mass dials are
well known in English churches they are relatively rare in
Scotland.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

demolition and robbing event, natural deterioration due to
neglect, or landscaping by subsequent property owners.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Collessie
Kinloch House
Evaluation
Douglas Gordon – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NO 2813 1178 An evaluation was carried out, January–
February 2011, prior to proposed mineral extraction on land
to the S of Kinloch House. The evaluation confirmed the
presence of significant archaeological sites, first identified
from aerial photography, within the proposed extraction
area. The sites included an unenclosed settlement that may
date from the Iron Age to the Pictish period, on a knoll that
would have formed a peninsula into the drained Rossie Loch.
This settlement includes a scheduled souterrain, evidence for
post built structures and sunken structures with paved floors.
Farther N a severely truncated pit alignment of uncertain,
but probably prehistoric date was recorded. A number of
dispersed pits or postholes were also located, one of which
contained numerous sherds of a Neolithic Grooved Ware
pottery vessel.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council Archaeology Service
Funder: Laird Aggregates Ltd

Crail

Mass dial, Inchcolm Abbey

Auchtertool
Little Raith Wind Farm, Lochgelly
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 1985 9161 – NT 1820 9107 A watching brief was carried
out, August–October 2011, during soil stripping for the
erection of wind turbines at Little Raith. The work identified
three sites (WB 1–3): two ditches and the remains of a small
structure with a paved interior. The gable end of a building
at Easter Lochhead that was scheduled for partial demolition
was also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council SMR
Funder: Wind Prospect

Balmerino
Balmerino Abbey
Watching brief
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NO 35821 24684 A watching brief was undertaken on 24 March
2011 during the demolition an existing stone interpretation
plinth and the excavation of two small postholes for a new
interpretation panel at the SW entrance to the abbey. A layer
of collapse or demolition, represented by mortar fragments,
was encountered directly below the topsoil. This was
interpreted as a phase of deconstruction at the abbey’s nave
entrance. It is unknown whether this related to an intentional

Fife Ness
Coastal survey
Colin Martin, Paula Martin and Edward Martin – Morvern
Maritime Centre and Edward Martin Photography
NO 6367 0985 A survey of rock-cut features on Fife Ness
associated with the building of a beacon at the end of the
adjacent Carr rocks by Robert Stevenson in 1813–17 was
conducted, between 1 June–30 September 2011, using
rectified vertical photographs obtained with an aerial drone.
The features comprise a partially collapsed rubble quay
23m wide and up to 3m high at the edge of a natural creek,
recorded as a harbour or haven since the 17th century.
The quay runs lengthwise from N to S. Close to its centre
a roughly circular structure some 4m in diameter, built of
roughly-squared blocks has been identified as the footing of
a circular crane base built into the top of the quay. 30m to the
W, on a rock platform which appears to have been artificially
levelled, is a rock-cut circular feature with a central boss
which appears to be a crane base of similar size to the one
on the quay. Beside this feature, curving towards the crane
base on the quay is a series of paired holes, which can be
identified as anchor points for a tubway similar to that used
by Stevenson during the building of the Bell Rock light some
years earlier. The tubway holes cease some 10m short of the
quay, where the rock surface drops away, suggesting that
some kind of elevated arrangement for the track had been
provided here. There are holes elsewhere on the platform
whose function is not clear.
On either side of the western crane base are rock-cut
segments of circles which may be identified as setting-out
jigs for cutting and trimming the interlocking stone courses
before shipping them out for assembly on the reef, a process
recorded by Stevenson. Two discarded interlocking stones
have been identified on the foreshore, and one has been
preserved. Some distance to the S a small circular pool with
a well-dressed masonry surround has been identified as
a quenching bath for the constant task of sharpening and
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Vertical photograph of the surviving foundations of the southern section of the mill-dam at Fife Ness. On the right is the rock-cut channel for the mill-wheel, and on
the left can be seen the foundations of the presumed mill building’

tempering the masons’ tools.
Great difficulty was experienced in erecting the beacon
tower, since the lower courses were repeatedly knocked
down by heavy seas. Shortly after completion in 1817 the
whole upper tower collapsed, and a short cast-iron beacon
was built on the surviving foundation courses. This structure
is still extant.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Low-level vertical aerial photograph of the possible quenching bath at Fife Ness
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Fife Ness
Coastal survey
Colin Martin, Paula Martin and Edward Martin – Morvern
Maritime Centre and Edward Martin Photography
NO 6366 0986 A rectified vertical photographic survey
by aerial drone was made, between 1 June–30 September
2011, of features associated with the tide mill near Fife
Ness, where a natural basin has been enhanced by the
construction of stone-built barrages on either side of a
rock outcrop to create a reservoir some 100 x 70m in extent
when filled by the incoming tide. A channel cut through
the central outcrop acted as a mill race, with slots to
accommodate a mill-wheel (presumably retractable) and
associated structures. The footings of the southern barrage
indicate a cohesive single-phase structure, straight-built
with squared facings set lengthwise and a rubble fill, while
the longer northern barrage is curvilinear and much less
regular, with edge-set facings and evidence of multiple
phasing.
Stone foundations and rock cutting just beyond the
southern end of the S barrage indicate the presence of a
building. Local information in 1968 suggested that the
footings were those of a two-storey structure.
The OSA for Crail (1790–91) notes that of the two corn
mills then functioning in the parish ‘one … is turned by
salt water, admitted during flood tide into a reservoir,
and discharged upon a wheel after the tide has ebbed’.
No subsequent reference to it has been found, and it may
be presumed to have ceased operating early in the 19th
century. The multiple phasing and vernacular character
of the northern barrier suggests that the system may
have functioned from a considerably earlier date, with
the rebuilding of the southern barrier representing a final
phase.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)

Fife

Culross
Culross
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NS 98 85 A Viking copper-alloy ring-headed pin was found
by metal detecting near Culross, adding to a thin scatter of
this Hiberno-Norse type along the coast of eastern Scotland.
The ring is lacking; the polyhedral head is decorated with
punched ring-and-dot motifs.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 43/11), allocated to Fife Museums
Service

Culross Palace
Excavation and watching brief
Daniel Rhodes – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 98547 85959 A test excavation and watching brief were
carried out prior to and during ground disturbance associated
with the conversion of the 19th-century building known
as the ‘Garage Bothy’. The Garage Bothy sits directly E of
Culross Palace just outside the area designated as a scheduled
ancient monument. The test excavation took place on the 25
October 2010 and the watching brief on the 9–10 March 2011.
Prior to this phase of the conversion project a full historic
building survey was carried out.
Two test pits (1 x 1m) were excavated, Trench 1 directly
adjacent to the entrance to the Garage Bothy on the inside
of the threshold and Trench 2 on the outside. Trench 1
uncovered a sandstone paved surface directly below current
ground level. Below this was a layer of levelling sand and
below this a layer of black gravel and shale above natural
gravels and clays. Trench 2 uncovered a layer of cobbles at
the entrance to the Garage Bothy.
The watching brief was carried out during the excavation
of a small waste water pipe trench (Trench A) which ran from
the back of the W wall within the Garage Bothy, S through
the door and continued for c8m to a pre-existing drain cover.
The trench was mechanically excavated to a depth of c1m.
A second trench (Trench B) running along the E side of the
building was excavated to allow the installation of a drain;
however, the presence of stone flags and wall foundations
within the trench led to the abandonment of this drain.
The foundations of two unknown walls were uncovered in
Trench A, c2m S of the Garage Bothy. The S wall was oriented
N–S along its long axis and consisted of seven sandstone
blocks in a single course. The largest block measured c1.0 x
0.5m and the smallest c0.3 x 0.2m in plan. The N wall was
oriented E–W along its long axis and consisted of a single
course of one large sandstone block (c1.20 x 0.65m in plan)
standing to a height of 0.35m at a depth (to the top of the
stone) of 0.35m. The layer above both these foundations
contained a pipe bowl of a bulbous forward-tilting type, and
though it bears no maker’s mark, the star stamp on the heel
indicates it is of Stirling manufacture, with similar examples
from elsewhere in Scotland dating it to the period of c1660–
1680. A large sherd from a post-medieval reduced ware jug
is possibly contemporary with the pipe, though it cannot be
dated as closely. However, the presence of one small sherd
of probable 19th-century pottery indicates this deposit must
have been disturbed relatively recently.
Below both these wall foundations lay a layer of grey
ash sandy mortar containing small chunks of coal. Within
this was found a single sherd of pottery of a probable postmedieval date, possibly 16th or 17th century. However, being
a single sherd it should be used as dating evidence with a
degree of caution. Activity at the site in the 17th century is
therefore indicated by the finds, though they are too few

to draw any conclusions about the nature of that activity.
However, it is possible to conclude that there exist previously
unknown structures below the current Garage Bothy.
Archive: The National Trust for Scotland and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Cults
Cults Churchyard
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NO 3470 0989 A survey was undertaken of gravestones
immediately around and inside the church of Cults
(NO30NW 33) between September 2010–July 2011. A total of
81 memorials were recorded.
Report: RCAHMS

Dunfermline
Dunfermline Carnegie Library
Evaluation
Douglas Gordon – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NT 09080 87331 An evaluation was carried out in September
2011 in respect to a proposed extension to a car park. The
evaluation, which consisted of the excavation of five
trenches, recorded the presence of significant archaeological
structures and deposits. These included a probable medieval
culvert, medieval wall foundations and an artefact rich
medieval palaeosoil which produced medieval pottery and
a bone comb.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council Archaeology Service
Funder: Fife Council

Kirkcaldy and Dysart
Ravenscraig Castle
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 2908 9252 and NT 2906 9245 A watching brief was
carried out on 7 September 2011 during the excavation of two
small trenches in advance of the installation of new signs at
Ravenscraig Castle. The first trench was located outside the
castle to the N, adjacent to the path approaching the site
from the NE (NT 2908 9252), while the second was in the
courtyard to the S of the castle (NT 2096 9245). The only
noteworthy deposits were seen in the second trench, where
the upper surface of a rubble deposit was revealed. The mortar
noted on some of the stones indicated that this represented
structural debris. The probable wall line to the W and the
ruined range of buildings to the E are likely sources for this
material. The material from this trench has demonstrated the
potential for archaeological deposits to survive within the
castle’s courtyard.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Leslie
Leslie House
Standing building recording
Tom Addyman and Nicholas Uglow – Addyman Archaeology
NO 25968 01833 Following a fire during renovation works in
February 2009 a full survey of Leslie House was undertaken in
November 2011. This included a general photographic survey
and production of ground floor and cellar level plans by the
RCAHMS; rectified photography of the fire-gutted interiors
by Photarch Ltd, and a general analysis and historical
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assessment by Addyman Archaeology, the latter jointly with
John Lowrey of the University of Edinburgh.
An examination of both physical and documentary
evidence enabled the reassessment of the history of this
highly important but little studied building. The accuracy of
plans published in the 18th century in Vitruvius Scoticus was
confirmed in their overall dimensions, planning and many
individual details. Numerous features of the early building
were recoverable, such as evidence for the ground floor
interior sub-divisions within the northern pavilion, details of
the two lost 17th-century stairs within the range, the positions
of early fireplaces, entrances and windows, and the presence
of numerous masons’ marks.
The combined study of several early inventories and other
sources, and the Vitruvius Scoticus drawings, permitted a
review of the architectural and historical importance of the
house, home of the Earls (and 1st Duke) of Rothes, in the
context of Restoration Scotland. The discovery of a large
amount of un-catalogued material in the RCAHMS goes
some way to explaining why it has not been previously
investigated. This material was inaccessible for this study.
The existing building constitutes the remaining W range of
the 1660s quadrangular palace by John and Robert Mylne,
and Sir William Bruce, largely destroyed by a major fire in
the mid-1760s. The archaeological evidence confirmed that
this range had also been gutted by the fire, as well as the
N, E and S ranges. What remains of the 1660s building is
confined to the masonry fabric of the W (entrance) and N
elevations, excepting the upper level, the western parts of the
S elevation, and the central section only of the E elevation
at ground and first floor levels, which fronted the former
courtyard. Internally, little remained, except the four major
E–W cross walls.
Following the demolition of the rest of the palace in the
1760s, the W range was retained, and comprehensibly
remodelled externally and internally. This included a new
axial passage at ground floor level, a new axial access
between rooms at first floor level, newly formed paired
staircases, and the raising of the wall heads to form a full
height upper storey. The external walling to the E and SE
was made good and the E frontage was regularised in a
symmetrical distribution of fenestration.
Later alterations and extensions to the house were
documented upon the drawn survey, informed by historic
plans, including one set from 1954, previously undiscovered
in the possession of a local Leslie history enthusiast. The
historic plans enabled the tracing of alterations in the 19th
and 20th centuries, especially those made around 1905 by
the new 19th Earl. These show typical modernisation of the
house for Edwardian country sports and entertainment.
Some consideration was made of the gardens and associated
policies at Leslie, much newly revealed following clearance
of undergrowth. Much of the built infrastructure of an
important designed landscape survives, this is contemporary
with the 1660s palace and probably influenced by Bruce. In
the vicinity of the house this includes the entrance forecourt,
a long flanking terrace to the S and, beyond this below the
house, tiered walled terraced gardens.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Sundial Properties

Leuchars
Dovecot Field, Leuchars
Evaluation
Iraia Arabaolaza – Guard Archaeology Ltd
NO 452 218 (centred) An evaluation was carried out 24
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October–1 November 2011 of Dovecot Field to the N of
Leuchars prior to development. The area was considered
sensitive due to the presence of previously recorded
cropmarks to the N and W and Leuchars Castle to the NE.
The trial trench evaluation, which consisted of 46 trenches
covering 7.5% of the 6ha development area, recorded three
undated pits and some rig and furrow, but no significant
archaeological remains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bett Homes Ltd

Saline
Muirside Woods
Desk-based assessment and survey
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NT 0031 9173 A programme of survey work was undertaken
in March 2011 in respect of a series of defined land parcels at
Muirside Woods. The work identified the scheduled ancient
monument of Kinnedar Mains, a cropmark site recognised
from aerial photographs. No other sites of archaeological
significance were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Fife Council Archaeology Service and
Forestry Commission Scotland
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

St Andrews and St Leonards
St Andrews Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 5125 1695 A watching brief was carried out on 10
February 2011 during repairs on a faulty electricity cable/
junction box located within the E stair of the Sea Tower in
St Andrews Castle. The cabling had been cut into a deep
trench which underlay the S wall of the Sea Tower and the
contents of the trench represented the redeposited back fill
of this cut. This suggested that the insertion of the cable
trench had seen the removal of substantial masonry and
footing elements from the S wall of the Sea Tower, or that
there were no defined footings and the masonry sits on made
ground. The latter hypothesis seems more likely and in turn
implies that the remodelling of the Sea Tower, in the later 16th
century, saw changes in ground level immediately S of the
earlier 14th-century tower. The present Sea Tower has been
much restored, but the creation of a double suite of rooms
at ground and first floor levels, apparently with the express
purpose of creating a dungeon on the E side, may be related
to the fall of the bedrock. However, it is also possible that
the Bottle Dungeon was excavated out of the relatively soft
bedrock, perhaps enhancing a natural downward slope.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

GLASGOW
Cadder
Saughs Farm
Standing building recording
Mike Haseler – Glasgow University Certificate in Field Archaeology
NS 64681 68872 A standing building survey was undertaken
25 May–11 June 2011 at Saughs Farm by students of the
Glasgow University Certificate in Field Archaeology course.
Historic records indicate this site has been occupied since at
least 1653. The building survey confirmed that the farm has

Glasgow

occupied the same footprint since the early 19th century. The
former farmhouse, which was present from at least 1850 to
1945, could not be positively located. The modern house and
animal shed are now derelict.
Archive: RCAHMS

Interior view of W gable, Saughs Farm © Mike Haseler

Carmunnock
Cathkin Braes, Carmunnock
Watching brief
Elizabeth Jones – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 6131 5823 A watching brief was undertaken 6–7 October
2011 during the excavation of 34 test pits and 2 boreholes
on the site of a proposed wind turbine and meteorological
mast. The area was considered sensitive due to its proximity
to a number of cairns and a circular earthwork. The test pits
contained 0.2–0.4m of topsoil orange/brown stilty clay or
bedrock. No archaeological finds or features were recorded.

Clayslaps Mills
Field visit
Stuart Nisbet
NS 5687 6635 Thirty years ago, Clayslaps Dam stood at
least 2m high across the River Kelvin. Since then, most
of the remaining sandstone blocks (some weighing up to
1000kg) have been dislodged in winter floods and washed
downstream, where they lie in a tumble. This destruction
has exposed the lowest courses and foundations of the weir
and sluices. These comprise a complex layout of dressed
sandstone masonry, postholes and cut-outs in the bedrock,
from several phases of weirs dating back to the medieval
period. A part of the lower courses of the weir is quarried
from the solid bedrock.
The dam is sited on a natural drop in the sandstone river
bed. Some upstanding parts of the weir survive on the river
banks, beyond the main river flow. An exposed cross section
shows that the masonry dam has a timber core, consisting of
vertical posts set into the postholes in the bedrock and infill
timber panels.
Clayslaps was traditionally known as the ‘New Mill of
Partick’. From the early 1500s it had a succession of multiple
uses as a grain mill, waulk mill, lint mill, snuff mill and malt
grinding mill for Glasgow’s brewers. In 1771 Clayslaps Mills
were purchased by Glasgow’s Bakers and converted entirely
to flour grinding to feed Glasgow’s growing population. This
dam powered three undershot water wheels, 5m in diameter,
driving 15 pairs of mill stones. The mill buildings latterly
filled most of the river bank behind Kelvingrove Museum,
from this dam down to Regents Mill Dam. Clayslaps Mills
were demolished and completely cleared in c1874, but the
dam and its sluices were retained and used to manage the
high water levels that were required for leisure and boating in
Kelvingrove Park, particularly during Glasgow’s International
Exhibitions of 1888 and 1901.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: RCAHMS and WoSAS
(intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Glasgow
Barrowfield Weaving Sheds
Standing building recording
Sophie Nicol – Headland Archaeology
NS 6093 6322 A Level 4 standing building survey was
undertaken of weaving sheds associated with Barrowfield
Mill, 14–21 June 2010, prior to their demolition. A desk-based
assessment was followed by a survey of the N bays of the
structure. This produced a detailed floor plan of the structure
showing any additions/modifications to the building,
an external illustration of both the E and N elevations,
a photographic survey of the W elevation and an internal
section showing the roof and building construction. The
work produced a comprehensive record of the structure, and
identified several areas of repair and modification.
The original structure was constructed from red brick
and built as single storey N lit weaving sheds. The external
walls had a one header four stretcher regular coursing. The
zigzag roof was supported by a combination of circular cast
iron columns and H-beam columns. The original section of
building surveyed was likely to have consisted of two large
open rooms/sheds. The S one (R2 and R3) had wooden
flooring while the N room had a concrete floor. The toilet
blocks in the sheds provided an insight into the composition
of the workforce, which was predominantly female.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: I and H Brown

Dam foundations from S, showing sluice in foreground and remains of dam on
opposite bank in background

Commonwealth Games Village, Dalmarnock
Watching brief
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 6191 6307 A watching brief was undertaken, September
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Volunteers working on the foundry site, Claypits, Possilpark

2009–November 2010, on all remediation works and targeted
excavations across key structures in advance of development
of the site. The work confirmed the presence of the key
elements of the 19th-century Glasgow Waterworks, the
Springfield Print and Dye Works, and Dalmarnock House.
Structures recorded included the Glasgow Waterworks
filtering tower and filtering pond, various buildings and
structures including boilers, flues, drains and the engine
house of the Springfield Print and Dye Works and elements
of the Dalmarnock House designed landscape.

material consisted of a mixture of small sub-rounded quartz
pebbles (used as a decorative surface spread) and a mixed
backfill containing modern glass, iron nails, scaffolding bolts
and a single disarticulated human bone.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Glasgow Cathedral
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 602 656 A watching brief was undertaken 18 April 2011
during the excavation of 18 small pits for trees in the N burial
ground at Glasgow Cathedral. The pits mainly contained
an infill of industrial waste material, which was probably
brought in to level up the ground around the time that the
original Royal Infirmary was built at the end of the 18th
century. No significant archaeological remains or features
were recorded.

Rutherglenbridge Cotton Mill
Excavation
Sophie Nicol – Headland Archaeology
NS 607 632 An excavation was undertaken, 14 June–2 July
2010, on an area of open public land adjacent to the River
Clyde, prior to work relating to the upgrading of a road. The
excavation identified the remains of a 19th-century cotton
mill. Following the construction of the mill structures (Phase
1) the demise of the cotton industry led to the demolition of
the large sandstone mill structures (Phase 2). This demolition
allowed the construction of tenement houses on the site
(Phase 3). The remains of the mill were recorded in the form
of substantial sandstone foundations, brick partitions and a
brick built chimney in the SW of the site. Evidence relating to
the tenement housing consisted of concrete foundations and
brick interior walls, which in several places had truncated
the mill features.

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: MW Groundworks Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: I and H Brown

Glasgow Cathedral
Evaluation
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 6022 6557 An inspection was made on 29 July 2011 of an
area of flood damage on the N side of the nave of St Mungo’s
Cathedral. Heavy rain had dislodged a significant amount
of material around two of the exterior window bays. The

Victoria Iron Foundry, Possilpark
Excavation
Phil Richardson, Chris O’Connell, Paul Ede and Ian Hill – Friends of
Possilpark Greenspace
NS 5850 6722 The Friends of Possilpark Greenspace organised
a weekend of activities as part of the ‘Bats, Beasties and
Buried Treasure’ activity days on the 11–12 June 2011. During

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: VHE Construction plc and Glasgow City Council
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the weekend Archaeology Scotland’s Adopt-a-Monument
team, British Waterways and volunteers from Headland
Archaeology and Heritage and Archaeological Research
Practice organised a series of archaeological activities and a
small trial excavation at the site of the former Victoria Iron
Foundry.
The site of the former Victoria Iron Foundry lies just to
the W of the British Waterways offices on Applecross Street.
The two trenches excavated were targeted on the likely
location of the remains of the main foundry building, and
although they were limited in size, they contained significant
archaeological remains. Trench 1 revealed at least three
phases of floor construction and a small brick wall with
associated water pipes. The brick wall and pipe work may
have been part of a toilet block that was a later addition to
the original structure, which was represented by the earlier
phases of concrete flooring and brickwork. Trench 2 revealed
a probable wooden floor and possible brick and metal
machinery settings in the interior of the foundry building.
The destruction deposits above the remains suggested that
the building was deliberately demolished and burnt prior to
a series of ground levelling events.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: WoSAS
Funder: British Waterways, Archaeology Scotland

Glasgow/Old Monkland
Easterhouse
Evaluation and survey
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 672 667 Five sites of historical or archaeological
significance were indentified within the study area during
work undertaken in March 2011. These included the remains
of an estate road running along the N boundary of Parcel 1 to
what was Frankfield House. The other three were boundary
walls relating to old land divisions.
Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Govan
Cathcart Road
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 5901 6340 An evaluation was undertaken 11–22 July 2011
prior to a proposed mixed retail and residential development
on an area of land that included part of the former Govan
Ironworks. The evaluation consisted of the excavation of
57 trenches over an area of 6980m2, just over 9.3% of the
development site.
The majority of the site had suffered modern disturbance
with extensive made ground deposits across much of the
site, especially to the N. In the S the absence of any remains
relating to the iron works is testament to a thorough salvage
and reclamation process. Remains of the late 19th-century
Naburn Street were recorded in the NW corner of the site, and
included the road surface, kerbstones and tenement building
remains. The remains of two deeply set flues, a sandstone
building and brickwork were all that could be attributed to
the site’s extensive industrial past.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Cathcart Developments Ltd

Gushetfaulds, Cathcart Road
Evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 587 635 An evaluation consisting of the excavation of

two trenches (112sqm) was carried out on 17 August 2011.
The trenches were located to target buildings shown on
the 2nd Edition OS map. The trenches encountered layers
of artificial material of between 0.8–1.4m deep, which had
accumulated over the past century. The material concealed
the remains of a 19th-century railway shed, which is depicted
on the 2nd Edition OS map to the W of Cathcart Road. The
built remains consisted of two sandstone walls, a localised
sandstone paved surface and possible sandstone kerbs. All
of the remains were likely to be roughly contemporary. The
remains may represent the subdivisions in the railway shed
that are shown on the 2nd Edition OS map.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: First Group

New Kilpatrick
Drumchapel Woods
Evaluation and survey
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 9991 9235 Three sites of historical or archaeological
significance were identified during work in the study area
in March 2011. The most significant was the section of the
Antonine Wall that was recorded crossing the NW corner of
the study area at NS 51447 72309. A field boundary relating
to 19th-century agricultural use and tramways associated
with 19th-century industrial activity were also recorded.
Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

HIGHLAND
Maritime
John Preston Wreck
Underwater survey
Mary Harvey – Nautical Archaeology Society
NM 6583 4437 The Sound of Mull field school undertook a
survey, 18–26 June 2011, on the site of the John Preston, a
19th-century shipwreck. A total of 38 dives were undertaken
by seven participants, under the supervision of Mary Harvey
and Steve Liscoe.
The survey conducted in 2011 aimed to create a
comprehensive site plan of all surface features, which could
form the basis for a dive guide for future visitors. In order
to achieve this, a primary objective was to establish some
permanent control points on the site. A total of six markers
were placed around the exterior of the site, with a further two
points located on the keel. These markers will enable visitors
to orientate themselves on the site plan, and be used in any
future surveys and monitoring on the site.
A total of 22 features were identified in 2011. A collection
of seven features, six iron and one timber was identified in
close proximity to the anchor winch. As the timber was not
substantial, it is possible that this is mobile on the site and
not in an original context. Future monitoring of the site will
help to determine if this is the case. Given the proximity of
this collection to the anchor winch, which is known to have
broken in 2000, it is likely that these features are elements of
the winch machinery, possibly a swivelling chain catch and
release hook.
With the exception of a piece of coal, all remaining
features recorded in 2011 were iron objects. Two of these
also contained timber, but the concretions prevented any
identification of the artefacts. A total of three iron knees have
now been located on the site, these are all of different sizes
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but each show a bend in one arm where the knee is likely
to have been positioned around a beam. Three pieces of iron
strapping have also been identified and it is likely that these
were reinforcements for wooden joints on the vessel.
A further investigation of timbers on site was not conducted
in 2011; however, extant timbers were observed to the N of
the keel and remain an area of interest for future surveys.
The areas excavated during 2010 were also monitored and
appeared to be stable.
Archive: NAS
Funder: Historic Scotland

consists of a levelled surface of between 5–11m in width,
with no discernible camber.
A series of field reconnaissance and photographic recording
days undertaken in 2011 located the following sites:
NH 56092 50752 A fragment of double embanked routeway
runs ENE–WSW in Spital Wood, at the junction with the
forest path which runs from Muir of Ord to Inverness.
The routeway has a stone base and is 9–10m wide. The
embankments, which are up to 1m high, consist of stone
boulder footings under laid turf.

Alness/Creich
Alness
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 646 973 and NH 632 710 A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken 31 January–9 March 2011
to identify sites and features that might be affected by the
construction of new electricity substations at Alness, Ross
and Cromarty and Cambusmore, Sutherland. A total of four
sites were checked at Cambusmore, centred on cNH 646 973
and seven sites NW of Alness, centred on cNH 632 710. There
appeared to be few archaeological concerns with these sites,
with only a single possible burnt mound recorded in Area F.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Alness/Dingwall/Fodderty/Killearnan/
Kilmuir Easter/Kiltearn/Logie Easter/
Logie Wester/Tain/Urquhart
Road through Ross-shire
Walkover survey
Allan MacKenzie and Cait McCullagh – North of Scotland
Archaeological Society (NOSAS)
NH 56887 50573 and at various given points to NH 7664
7795 This project, which started in October 2009, is an
entirely voluntary community archaeology venture, which
has attracted participants from both the NOSAS network and
the Archaeology for Communities in the Highlands (ARCH)
‘Pathway into the Past’ programme.
In 2011 participants recorded a series of double embanked
features that we believe are the remains of a thoroughfare
connecting a network of ancient routeways in Easter Ross.
These routeways perhaps even connected with the former
Province of Ross. The main roadway is projected to run for
c50km, from the Tarradale area on the Beauly Firth to Tain
on the Dornoch Firth. The roadway does not manifest as a
single, linear feature, but as the repeated occurrence of a suite
of consistent characteristics, preserved for the most part, in
areas of woodland. Our understanding of the likely line of
the route is enhanced by exploration undertaken by project
participants, and examination of both cartographic and aerial
photography evidence. The recording of the physical remains
of the roadway have enabled the project’s co-ordinators to
postulate that the fragmentary remains demonstrate a suite
of characteristics which represent one specific design and
form of early road making. The suite of characteristics is:
• a relatively straight main thoroughfare at the centre of a
wider network of communications
• a roadway that generally takes a direct route from point
to point
• a roadway that is, for the most part, delineated by parallel
turf embankments
• a roadway that, between its double embankments,
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Double embanked routeway fragment running ENE–WSW at Spital Wood

NH 53809 52562 A fragment of double embanked routeway runs cE–W in Balvaird Wood. The routeway has a stone
base and is 9–10m wide. The embankments, which are up to
0.5m high on the W and degraded on the E, consist of stone
boulder footings under laid turf.
NH 51441 58917 A fragment of double embanked routeway,
5m wide, runs N–S at Knockfarrel, to the E of the hillfort. It
runs to the E of a roadway known locally as the ‘Coffin Road’,
which connected Mulbuie to Fodderty, uniting dispersed
members of the Strahconon community cleared to Mulbuie
and Loch Ussie in the 19th century.
NH 51425 58665 Possible bridge abutments, consisting of
2m wide reveted embanked platforms, on either side of the
burn that runs WNW from Knockfarrel.
NH 55548 60574 A fragment of a double embanked linear
feature runs W–E at Uplands. The feature is 7m wide and the
embankments, which are up to 0.5m high, consist of stone
under laid turf. The N-facing embankment is preserved as a
field boundary. The feature is truncated by a modern road
junction at Uplands Farm.
NH 63745 68397 A fragment of double embanked routeway,
7m wide, runs WSW–ENE in the area of Skiach, between
Evanton and Alness. There is a ditch on the N side of the
N embankment and the routeway is truncated by a N–S
running relict farm track.
NH 75960 76171 A fragment of double embanked
routeway, 7m wide, runs ENE–WSW at Brenachie Wood. The
embankments, which are up to 0.8m high, consist of stone
under turf.
It is proposed that the suggested routeway continues to
coincide with the pilgrimage route which terminated at Tain.
This was a significant locus of sanctuary in the 15th century
and possibly as far back as the 11th century. The construction
of the enshrinement chapel of St Duthus (NH78SE 1) in the
13th century and the foundation of a full collegiate church
in c1321 attest to the burgh’s significance as a medieval
pilgrimage destination.

HIGHL A ND

The project’s coordinators continue to assist in developing
‘Pathways into the Past’ with colleagues from ARCH. The
programme consists of community learning sessions and
fieldwork workshops. It offers participants from seven of the
communities situated along the Easter Ross thoroughfare
opportunities to learn how to research and record the feature
in their area. We wish to thank our colleague in ARCH,
Cathy MacIver, for her collaboration in facilitating the
invaluable community research into what we propose is a
new monument class for the Highlands.
Archive: Highland Council Archive Centre, Inverness (intended)
Funder: The Hugh Fraser Trust and The Robert Kiln Trust

Alvie
North Kinrara Farmstead/Tor Alvie, near Aviemore
Survey
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 86767 07604 (centred on) Kinrara Farmstead The
settlement is situated 1km to the SW of Kinrara House and
close to a monument to the Duchess of Gordon. It is on a
grassy knoll and has extensive views towards the S and
the Cairngorm Mountains. The settlement consists of five
buildings and an enclosure spread over c100 x 80m. The
remains of the two largest buildings are on the summit of the
knoll and consist of low turf footings. The other buildings
appear as platforms and it is assumed that they were probably
of timber construction. The enclosure is surrounded by
substantial turf banks and has a curious circular recess in its
NW corner. Contemporary documentary evidence strongly
suggests that this is the original farmhouse occupied by the
Duchess of Gordon before she built Kinrara House in 1804.
NH 877 089 (centred on) Tor Alvie This site is situated
on the summit of Tor Alvie, and a monument to the Duke of
Gordon also occupies the summit. The hill, which is part of
the Kinrara estate, is elongated, 2km long and aligned NE–
SW, with a steep NE end and a more gradual slope or ‘tail’
to the SW.
A possible dun or fortification occupies an 85 x 30m area
on the summit of the hill. The area is generally flat but
slopes to the SW. It is enclosed by the remnants of a stony
bank and a distinct change of slope. The building of the
monument significantly disturbed the NE end of the site and
it is considered likely that any remains of a fortification have
been destroyed in this area. The SW end of the stony bank is
2–3m thick and 25m to the SW of the bank a further change
in slope, 40m in length, may reflect additional fortification.
The survey work was undertaken June 2006–January 2011.
Report: Highland HER, local library and RCAHMS

Alvie/Kingussie and Insh
Glenfeshie Estate
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NN 8430 9330 Although Glen Feshie has been thoroughly
surveyed in the past by NOSAS, a walkover survey was
conducted March–April 2011, prior to the start of a five year
woodland restoration scheme. The survey aimed to assess
previously surveyed areas and to cover areas not previously
surveyed. A total of 26 new sites were recorded, including
a new shieling settlement and new structures were added
to the records of some previously identified settlements.
Two other extensive shieling sites were identified, but not
surveyed as they lay outside of the survey area; however,
their NGRs are noted below.

Moss-covered dry stone shooting butt above Stronetoper, Glenfeshie

NN 8184 9406 (centred on) Allt Coire nam Mart Twentytwo single and multi-cell stone and turf shielings were
recorded along both sides of the Allt Coire nam Mart, S of
the Allt Mor and Coire Fhearnasdail. The two N structures
had been badly damaged by machinery, although the other
sites appear undisturbed. Differences in the condition and
construction of the shielings may represent multiple phases
of activity.
NN 8059 9235 (centred on) Feith Mor A group of at least
20 grass- and heather-covered shielings was recorded in open
moorland. The site was outside the survey area.
NN 8050 9218 (centred on) Feith Mor A group of at least
13 grass- and heather-covered shielings was recorded in open
moorland. The site was outside the survey area.
NN 8416 9158 (centred on) Ruigh Fionntaig Four new
sites were recorded. A turf enclosure and three further subrectangular dry stone houses or house-byres associated with
the settlement at Ruigh Fionntaig.
NN 8215 9460 (centred on) Coire Fhearnasdail Two
degraded, probable shieling structures were located at the S
end of Coire Fhearnasdail.
NN 82817 96081 Allt Mor One very degraded, possible turf
shieling was located to the E side of Allt Mor. It measured
2.5m in diameter with 0.3m high walls, spread to 1m wide.
NN 86106 97168 Allt Fhearnagan A possible still, a circular
dry stone structure measuring 3m in diameter, was situated
to N side of a burn in an upland location away from the
settlements along River Feshie.
NN 82085 97421 Baileguish A prominent upright stone,
measuring 0.55m high and 0.6m wide at the base, was
recorded within a ride in a forested tract of land and may be
a grave or landscape marker.
NN 84735 98045 Druimcallich The remains of a
demolished, moss- and grass-covered square mortar/stone
building, measuring 3 x 3m and up to 0.75m high, has been
interpreted as a wartime pillbox or guard cell.
NN 84632 93650 Carnachuin A moss-covered rectangular
platform measuring c25m in diameter was recorded near the
River Feshie.
NN 82146 94647 and NN 82122 94569 Coire Fhearnasdail
Two sub-rectangular structures were identified. They
measured 3m NW–SE by 1.5m with 1.2m high walls, spread
to 1.2m and were separated by a deep central trench. These
have been interpreted as wartime training trenches.
NH 8404 0010 (centred on) Camalup A probable clearance
cairn and a revetted platform with walling, which may have
been the remains of a road or track, were recorded in a
forested tract.
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Five different upland sites, alignments of shooting butts
constructed of turf and stone or dry stone, were recorded
across the estate and reflect the past and present use of the
land as a shooting estate.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Glenfeshie Estate Ltd

Applecross
Langwell, Applecross
Geophysical survey
Susan Ovenden – Rose Geophysical Consultants
NG 7150 4398 A geophysical survey was undertaken 3–5
September 2011 with community involvement as part of the
Applecross Community Archaeology Project. A number of
earthworks are visible on the ground and estate maps from
c1810 also show the former township.
The geophysical surveys identified a wealth of anomalies,
many of which are thought to be archaeologically significant.
There is good correlation between the results from the
gradiometry and resistance surveys. Both data sets exhibit a
marked change in the nature of the responses in the E of the
survey area, corresponding to the recorded location of the
former township. It is considered likely that the anomalies
recorded in the data reflect the presence of the settlement and
that the lack of coherent responses, indicative of individual
buildings, may be attributed to the removal of structures. Two
very strong linear magnetic responses in the W of the survey
area are puzzling. While these possibly represent former field
boundaries associated with the township, it is more probable
that they are modern or natural features.

sword, a spear, a shield boss, a bronze ring pin, a knife,
a possible rim of a drinking horn (bronze), a ladle-like
implement, a whetstone, Viking grass-tempered pottery and
many other pieces of iron we have yet to identify. Although
the body had mostly rotted away, we were fortunate that a
few fragments of bone and two teeth survived, confirming
the presence of the body in the grave at the time of burial.
This was totally unexpected, as were looking to excavate
what looked like a clearance cairn, close to the Neolithic
tomb of Cladh Aindreis. A full conservation and post
excavation process is now under way.

Boat burial mid-excavation, Swordle Bay

Archive: Rose Geophysical Consultants
Funder: Applecross Community Archaeology Project

Russel Burn
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NG 8154 4121 A desk‐based assessment and walkover survey
were carried out, 1 September–4 October 2011, prior to
the proposed construction of a hydro-electric pipeline and
associated structures. The project represented a revision to
an existing hydro-electric scheme and the pipeline route ran
through rough pasture and moorland. A single rough stone
dyke was found to lie across the pipeline N of the turbine
house. A second linear feature was interpreted as the line of
a 20th-century water main. The only other feature recorded
was a road‐makers quarry beside the Applecross road.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Dulas Hydro Generation

Ardnamurchan
Ardnamurchan Transitions Project
Research Field School
Hannah Cobb, Héléna Gray, Oliver Harris and Phil Richardson –
Manchester University and Leicester University
NM 54200 70500 Excavations in Ardnamurchan by the
Ardnamurchan Transitions Project began in 2006 and the
project has excavated sites from the Neolithic, Bronze Age,
Iron Age and post-medieval periods as part of our attempt
to characterise the changing forms of occupation within
Swordle Bay on the peninsula’s northern coast.
The 2011 season, which ran from 10–29 July, saw the
excavation of a Viking boat burial. This consisted of a boat
shaped cut, 5.1 x 1.5m, containing good evidence of the
boat itself (in the shape of 150+ rivets 3 dimensionally
recorded) and multiple grave goods including an axe, a
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X-ray of sword from the Viking boat burial, Swordle Bay

Excavations continued at Coldstream Cottage where small
trenches in four structures were excavated. These excavations
recorded evidence for the reuse and abandonment of all four
structures. At least two kinds of structure were present,
which seem to date from two separate periods of occupation,
Structure 1 being earlier than 2–4. More analysis is needed
but it certainly seems to be the remains of one of the Swordle
townships that were cleared in the 1850s. The finds from here
were almost exclusively post-medieval. Structure 1 contained
two sherds of potentially medieval pottery.
Test pits were excavated along the outcrop at Dun
Mhurchaidh in order to uncover evidence of use and
dating material. The test pits recorded some evidence for
metalworking, slag, lots of burning etc, but no associated
structures, other than two possible stone platforms. A
posthole containing animal bones at its base was found next
to one of these platforms. Towards the possible entrance, a
putative ditch was uncovered in a test pit, sealed by a major
burning event. The finds included polishing/burnishing
stones, slag, an amber bead and part of a shale bracelet.
A series of test pits were also excavated along a wave-cut
platform forming part of the Swordle Valley. These test pits
revealed only a few finds of post-medieval date, identified
within either topsoil or hillwash deposits. In addition, a trench
was excavated across two dry stone wall field boundaries, to
examine their construction and identify any possible earlier
structural and dating evidence.
Archive: Highland HER, NMS and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ardnamurchan Estate, Manchester University, Newcastle
University, Prehistoric Society, CFA Archaeology Ltd, British
Academy and Leverhulme Trust

Highland
Glenborrodale Estate, Ardnamurchan
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NM 61282 61563 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out 13–20 May 2011, in advance of a
woodland creation and management scheme. The work
was undertaken to assess the nature and extent of any
archaeology likely to be affected by the scheme and to inform
recommendations for the protection and management of any
sites. Caisteal Breac Dun was also revisited and recorded,
although this structure was located outside the survey areas.
The following new sites were recorded during fieldwork.
Shielings at NM 61527 62378 and NM 61532 62334.
Enclosures at NM 61433 61602 and NM 61242 61276.
Boundary dykes at NM 61015 62452; NM 61301 62224 and
NM 61399 61212. A well at NM 61221 61655 and a track at
NM 61481 62796.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Ardnamurchan Estates

Glen Drian, Ardnamurchan
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NM 4790 6890 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey was carried out 16–20 June 2011 at Glen
Drian, on the N tip of the Ardnamurchan peninsula, in
advance of a bracken control programme. The work was
undertaken to assess the nature and extent of any archaeology
and to inform proposals for the programme. The survey
recorded scheduled ancient monuments and previously
unrecorded sites, and confirmed that the area contains sites
of regional and national importance. The post-medieval
settlement remains in the area, which are ruinous but mostly

well preserved, are extensive and represent multiple phases
of occupation and building. The sites recorded during the
walkover survey are listed below:
Houses were recorded at the following locations: NM
47907 68508; NM 48025 68576; NM 48021 68634; NM 48021
68635; NM 48104 68725; NM 48083 68732; NM 48045 68729;
NM 48040 68719; NM 48034 68722; NM 47970 68777; NM
48032 68890; NM 48031 68894; NM 48028 68901; NM 48020
68913; NM 47883 68935; NM 47864 68960; NM 47852 68963;
NM 47840 68983; NM 47851 69014 and a house/byre at NM
47830 69049.
Shielings were recorded at: NM 47864 68309; NM 48317
69024 and NM 48287 69048.
Rig and furrow was recorded at NM 47745 68177; NM
47074 69053; NM 46923 68908; NM 47415 69316; NM 48197
68569; NM 47883 68490; NM 47830 68314 and NM 47544
67642.
Boundary walls were recorded at NM 47967 68334; NM
48107 68595; NM 48423 68580; NM 47959 68588; NM 47891
68705; NM 47967 68846; NM 47875 68950; NM 47912 68673;
NM 47147 68916; NM 47191 69062 and NM 47714 67606.
Dry stone buildings were recorded at NM 47981 68805, NM
47976 68816 and NM 48045 68884.
Byres were recorded at NM 47887 68969; NM 47835 69000
and NM 47840 69001.
Clearance cairns were recorded at NM 48077 68497 and
NM 47479 67458.
Enclosures were recorded at NM 48028 68880 and NM
48050 68721; and enclosure walls at NM 47866 69003; NM
47063 69151 and NM 47521 69218.
A stone-lined spring was recorded at NM 48001 68781; a
sheep fank at NM 48006 68912; a hut circle at NM 46977
68895; an orthostat wall at NM 47980 68678; a stone-lined

Well preserved settlement remains at Glen Drian with the rim of the caldera beyond
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drain at NM 47973 68603; a turf and stone head dyke at NM
47942 68669, and a track at NM 47992 68788.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Ardnamurchan Estates

Laga Estate, Ardnamurchan
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NM 62911 62038 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were carried out 13–16 May 2011, in advance of a
woodland creation and management scheme. The work
was undertaken to assess the nature and extent of any
archaeology likely to be affected by the scheme and to inform
recommendations for the protection and management of any
sites. The following sites were recorded during fieldwork:
Shielings were recorded at the following locations: NM
63054 61148; NM 62118 62521; NM 62143 62526; NM 63238
61645 and NM 63204 61163.
Boundary dykes were recorded at NM 63078 61146; NM
62974 61173; NM 62903 61173; NM 63114 61833; NM 63320
61477; NM 63378 61378 and NM 63297 61324.
Dry stone walls were recorded at NM 63035 61042; NM 63352
61465; NM 63380 61281; NM 63484 61270; NM 63500 61236
and NM 63477 61506.
Rig and furrow was recorded at NM 63048 61249; NM
63342 61735 and NM 63456 61597.
Clearance cairns were recorded at NM 63373 61535; NM
63228 61405; NM 63545 61233; and NM 63545 61222 (centred
on) to NM 63243 61113 (centred on) 19 clearance cairns.
Dry stone dykes were recorded at NM 63302 61759; NM
63129 61675 and NM 63288 61708.
Two boundary walls were recorded at NM 63147 61145 and
NM 63175 61214; a track at NM 62395 62703; a stone pile at
NM 63211 62114; a stone marker at NM 62911 62038; a hut
circle at NM 63209 61733; a grave (dog) at NM 63405 61442;
a sheep fank at NM 63318 61392; a stock pen at NM 63289
61416, and a concrete water tank at NM 63178 61290.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Laga Estates, Ardnamurchan

Sgeir Mhali
Shipwreck
Jim Kirby – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey
NM 7433 6124 The Molly left Strontian in December 1739
with 115 tons of lead bars, each bar weighing 8 stones
Amsterdam (or 9 stones Avoirdupois). It ran into a skerry to
the SSW of Rubha an Daimh in Loch Sunart and sank. No
further details are known but the cargo was later salvaged
by Jacob Rowe at a cost of £200. The skerry has since been
known as Sgeir Mhali, the Molly’s Skerry.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey

Arisaig and Moidart
Abhainn Slatach, Glenfinnan
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
George Geddes – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
A programme of archaeological work was undertaken May–
July 2011 on the site of a proposed hydro-electric scheme,
which will harness the two streams of Abhainn Shlatach and
Allt na h-Aire. An assessment of cartographic evidence and
aerial photographs highlighted at least two archaeological
sites. A field survey, undertaken in difficult conditions,
confirmed the existence of these, one a sheepfold (NM 8914
8120), the other an enclosure and quarry (NM 8900 8135),
and also identified a turf enclosure (NM 8875 8010) and a
series of drains (NM 897 807). All are probably indicators
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of 18th- and 19th-century farming activity. Their locations
were recorded and marked by canes. A number of mitigation
measures have been proposed and the sites should not be
affected by the development.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: TLS Hydropower Ltd

Assynt
Clachtoll Broch – Life and Death in Assynt’s Past Project
Conservation work
John Barber – AOC Archaeology Group
NC 0366 2784 Historic Assynt with the assistance of AOC
Archaeology Group undertook a comprehensive survey
of the parish of Assynt in the winter of 2009–10 as part of
their Assynt’s Hidden Lives Project (DES 2010, 86). From
this survey they identified three sites on which to focus their
attentions during the Life and Death in Assynt’s Past Project
of 26 September–7 October 2011: Clachtoll Broch, Glenleraig
and Loch Borralan East Chambered Cairn.

Volunteers at Clachtoll Broch

Concerns had been raised previously about the condition
of the broch at Clachtoll and in 2002, HS had organised an
emergency intervention in the area of the entrance. Whilst
this work addressed the immediate threat to the monument,
the instability of the entrance area was not remedied, and
the upper inner wall at first floor level was in imminent
danger of collapse. In addition, the uppermost slab of
the right hand guard cell had been removed, weakening
the structure of the guard cell and allowing the ingress of
people and debris. As part of the 2002 works, a pillar (of red
Syenite) had been introduced to support a cracked lintel.
Over time this had become unsightly and ineffective and
was found to be hanging by its fixing from the damaged
lintel, as the stones on which it had been supported had
settled away from its base.
Conservation works began with the excavation of material
to the left of the entrance which had slipped downhill and was
eroding back into the wall fabric. This revealed the intramural
gallery of the first floor wall level, now infilled largely with
wind-blown sand. Iron Age pot sherds were found at the
base of this infill, resting on the upper surface of the in situ
deposits of the gallery floor. The gallery provided compelling
evidence of the structural failure of the entrance area at some
point in time. The debris slope toward the front of the outer
wall and c3m left of the entrance passage, continued behind
the poorly constructed wall face at this point. There is no
doubt that the inclined slope of structural stones from the
inner face of the outer wall continued and continue to exert
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pressure on the outer wall skin. To counteract this force, a
new block of masonry was erected from the horizontal level
to which our excavation had proceeded (roughly the level
of the bottom of the entrance lintels). This was designed
to withstand lateral forces from the entrance area and to
buttress the outward lean of the inner wall and adjoining
debris slope. All newly placed stones were marked with two
5mm modern drill holes so that on close inspection the new
can be distinguished from original or authentic fabric, while
at the same time the holes are not detectable from more than
a few metres away.
The area above the entrance passage was stripped out
down to the level of the tops of the lintels. This material
was mainly backfill from the 2002 incursion and its removal
revealed the bronze armature used to support the most
seriously damaged of the lintels. We did not disturb this
arrangement. The excavation revealed the existence of a
‘lintel pocket’, a space within the wall into which the lintels
had been dropped. Stub walls had been built over the lintels’
ends the W one still intact, the E example had been removed
in 2002 and the space it had occupied was rebuilt into
the adjacent wall, masking its existence and function. We
concluded that the stub walls were intended to carry at least
a second layer of lintels, relieving the stress on the primary
lintels. We had anticipated some such relieving structure but,
in the absence of any record from the 2002 intervention had
only the evidence of the surviving stub wall to support this
interpretation. It had been our intention to provide long term
relief for the passage lintels by inserting secondary concrete
lintels above them. The structure revealed allowed us to
dismiss this approach and to insert replacement secondary
stone lintels to achieve the same end.
AOC’s stone conservator replaced the stone pillar with a
steel plate and stainless steel dowels under the end of the
split lintel. Suitably textured and coloured epoxy resin was
used to secure this support and to mask its appearance
sufficiently to reduce its visual impact.
Stripping of the inner face of the upper wall adjacent to the
entrance revealed the scarcement first noted by Dr MacKie,
which was revealed over several metres on the W side of the
entrance passage. The scarcement was constructed by the
simple expedient of moving the upper wall inwards c350–
450mm from the inner face of the ground floor wall. Each of
the stones revealed had on it a deposit of carbonised material
and many of them were broken. It is clear that they were
fractured by the collapse onto them of large structural stones.
Within the broch interior a mass of vacuous structural stone
could be seen to underlie the current solum. This mass is
interpreted as primary collapse of the broch wall in this
area. A sample from the carbonised material has returned
a radiocarbon date of 2025±30 years BP. Calibrated, this
indicates that the wood sample dated had ceased growing
at some date between 111 cal BC and 55 cal AD (with a
probability of 95%; or between 53 cal BC and 22 cal AD with
a probability of 66%). This date can be described as implying
the cutting of this wood near the end of the 1st century BC.
The damaged wall to the E of the entrance passage at first
floor level was stripped down and laser scanned at intervals
to compile a continuous record. It became clear during the
work that virtually every stone in this wall segment has been
fractured. Using the largest surviving fragments together with
new material from among the loose slabs within and around
the broch, we rebuilt this wall, restoring it to a vertical profile,
especially along the side of the entrance passage, which it
had come to overhang dangerously.
Finally, the gap over the guard cell was closed off with
stone lintels and a large stone slab. The latter was dowelled

into the adjacent roofing slab of the guard cell; the only direct
intervention into the in situ fabric of the monument. This in
turn was buried under a further layer of large stones, to deter
vandalism and soil was introduced to the wall head. This soil
will be topped up and returfed in the spring of 2012, when
the weather is more clement and the turves may have a hope
of surviving and establishing a grassed over wall head.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, Highland Leader+ and Heritage Lottery
Fund

Gleneraig – Life and Death in Assynt’s Past Project
Excavation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NC 1517 3149 As part of the Life and Death in Assynt’s Past
Project an excavation of a single building within the Glenleraig
Township was undertaken 26 September–7 October 2011. The
building is one of around 50 structures within the township,
which was cleared in 1812.
The excavation revealed that the building was a typical
longhouse, with accommodation for both people and animals,
although no internal division separating the two distinct
areas was found. Partial floor remains and a central hearth
were recorded in the ‘house’ end of the building. The hearth
appeared to have been fed by flues which indicated that it
may once have been a more complex structure. The byre end
of the building was split into two areas on a longitudinal axis.
One half of the area had been lowered and a slope formed by
the deliberate reduction of the underlying bedrock, possibly
to enhance drainage. A raised platform and stone kerb had
then been built to create a level area. The only entrance to
the building appeared to have been through the byre.
A small number of ceramic fragments and glass were
recovered from inside the building, together with the
remains of a boot and a single unidentified iron object. Initial
examination of the pottery indicated that it is of good quality
and predates 1780. The assemblage of predominantly cream
wares includes a Staffordshire mug. The presence of good
quality wares suggests that the inhabitants had a certain
amount of disposable income.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund and Highland Leader

The excavation of the longhouse at Gleneraig

Loch Borralan East Chambered Cairn – Life and Death in
Assynt’s Past Project
Excavation
John Barber – AOC Archaeology Group
NC 26243 11189 Loch Borralan East Chambered Cairn was
excavated by volunteers led by AOC’s John Barber between
29 August–17 September 2011. The chamber had previously
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been cleared by Alexander Curle in 1909; Audrey Henshall
(1963) categorises it as being in the Orkney-Cromarty group,
and suggests that it may have had horns protruding on the
SE and SW sides. This monument had been selected for
investigation as it is a type site for the area and because we
believed that its soft deposits had been removed by Curle,
allowing us to concentrate on its architecture and engineering.
Our excavations revealed that the polygonal chamber had
been built onto the top of a small crag and tail bedrock
feature. The top of the crag had been quarried roughly level
and the tail, to the W of the chamber had been quarried
away to allow for a roughly symmetrical sweep of the cairn
around this side of the monument. The extension westwards
is what Ms Henshall, and this writer, had imagined might
be evidence for a hornwork. Entrance was from the E with a
passageway believed to extend somewhat to the SE.
No archaeological deposits were found within the chamber
and it seems probable that these were removed by Curle’s
excavations. The chamber itself had been constructed from
large quarried slabs of Syenite, a granite-like rock type (but
with no quartz) and a pink to red appearance (from the
Feldspar) when fresh. The surfaces of these large slabs had
been dressed to rough planarity and flake scars can be seen on
three in particular. Examination of the spoil tips revealed the
presence of quartzite or a crypto crystalline quartz-like stone
of great density and hardness. A simple on site experiment
showed that this was easily capable of working the surface
of Syenite blocks. Some of this material was found in pencilshaped prismatic fragments, one end of which had been
brought to a rough point and the tips of which were broken.
The entrance area was stripped of peat and small stones
in and over the peat, the latter being attributed to Curle’s
excavation work in 1909. Under these lay an entanglement
of very large stones, weighing 300–500kg. These could not be

removed by hand without damaging the monument, and were
left in place. It was nonetheless clear that this monument has
an antechamber, a possibility recognised by Henshall.
Excavations into the cairn material beyond the ante chamber
revealed the slightly concave, frontal façade of this D-shaped
cairn. A low extension beyond the main façade wall was
divided by a narrow entrance passage, which terminates at
two low but relatively massive entrance portals of Salterella
gritstone. Between them the entrance to the antechamber is
choked with densely packed stones in a soil matrix which is
peat-free. It is clear that Neolithic deposits survive within the
antechamber. It is possible, indeed probable that some of the
very large slabs now choking the ante-chamber formed part
of an ornate, polycope façade and the others are roofing slabs
of the antechamber.
Two long cuttings were dug from the chamber out past the
cairn edge on the S and W sides of the monument. These
revealed the expected polycope walls, three full walls and a
plinth wall on the outermost circuit. The innermost wall face
is in fact the outer face of the core cairn within which the
chamber was built; it is 1.6m wide at the revealed height,
near the top of the chamber.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, Highland Leader+ and Heritage Lottery
Fund

Boleskine and Abertarff
Allt Doe Hydro-electric Scheme
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NH 4045 0975 – NH 4015 1000 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 22 August 2011 along the proposed route of
a new hydro-electric scheme at Allt Doe. The only features

Gordon Sleight of Historic Assynt records the elevations within the chamber of Loch Borralan
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of interest found were remnants of an earlier hydro scheme,
namely a derelict power house and sections of an overground
pipeline.
Archive and report: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd and
RCAHMS
Funder: Eden Environment Ltd

Inverfarigaig Bridge
Survey
Graeme Cavers and Gemma Hudson – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 52175 23849 An emergency laser scan survey was
undertaken 28 February–1 March 2011 on Inverfarigaig
Bridge, following the collapse of a large section of the Wade
bridge in the winter of 2011. The bridge was scanned and
CAD elevations and a plan produced.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Canisbay
John o’ Groats House Hotel
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
ND 37928 73394 A Level 3 standing building survey was
undertaken 21–22 June 2011 of the derelict hotel prior to
redevelopment of the harbour. The hotel, built in 1875,
was one of the first tourist buildings constructed in John o’
Groats, which as the most northerly settlement in Scotland,
was becoming popular as a tourist destination. Today, the
harbour is used mainly as a ferry port for tourist trips to
Orkney, and a new development commencing in autumn
2011, aims to sustainably regenerate the area.
The hotel is a relatively large building standing prominently
to the NE edge of the harbour. At the time of survey, the hotel
had not had any paying guests for over 10 years and the bar
in the hotel closed down several years ago. The building is
no longer watertight and has suffered from a large amount of
neglect. The building has serious damp problems, which have
destroyed many of the ceiling and floor timbers throughout,
as well as the hotel’s furnishings. A photographic, written
and drawn record was produced of the building.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: K2 Equity Partners LLP

Upper Gills
Walkover survey
John Wood and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology Services
Ltd
ND 32169 71295 – ND 39862 72769 A walkover survey was
carried out 22–25 April 2011 of the proposed route of the new
overhead electricity power line running from Upper Gills (ND
32169 71295) to Duncansby Head (ND 39862 72769). The
survey identified an old quarry, a small area of rig, significant
areas of peat banks, and field boundaries lying adjacent to
the northerly section of the route at Duncansby. It has been
recommended that pole positions should be positioned to
avoid the ditch and bank field boundary by at least 5m.
Archive: RCAHMS
Sponsor: Scottish and Southern Energy

Cawdor
Glengeoullie
Walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 8486 4604 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried out
10 January–23 February 2011 ahead of proposed tree planting

at Gleneoullie. Extensive areas of Bronze Age/Iron Age field
clearance were overlaid by medieval or post-medieval peat
cuttings. On the western end of Carn Mor, within a fenced
enclosure, the footings of two post-medieval houses were
surrounded by rig and furrow. These appear to also overlie
evidence of Bronze Age/Iron Age farming activity. Three
buildings were recorded just outside the survey area at NH
850 468, NH 8477 5651 and NH 845 464. The following sites
were recorded in the survey area:
NH 8396 4620 Buildings and quarry pit; NH 8461 4618
(centred on) field clearance cairns; NH 84620 45670 kerbed
cairn; NH 84490 45840 hut circles and field systems; NH
849 455 (centred on) Bronze Age/Iron Age features overlain
by houses; NH 849 455 (centred on) hut circles and field
systems; NH 840 454 house; NH 85010 45640 house; NH
84940 45560 house and NH 854 461 (centred on) field cairns.
The northern slopes of the two hills are apparently clear of
archaeological features, but the flatter top of Carn Mor and the
E side of Creag Daimh are not. The longhouse and extensive
rig and furrow fields on Carn Mor (NH 849 455) are interesting,
as this is an exposed hilltop location nearly 260m above sea
level. The rig and furrow must have been in use over quite
a long period, as in some places the ridges have merged into
wider strips. It was not possible to clarify the full extent of the
rig and furrow, which extended into the surrounding heather,
but there appear to be indications of Bronze/Iron Age hut
circles and field clearance cairns underlying it. As the hilltop
has a large number of archaeological features it has been
recommended that the area should be cleared of heather, the
features marked and protected by 5–10m buffer zones, and
the area planted with native broadleaved woodland.
Another area of Bronze Age/Iron Age fields lies on the E
slopes of Creag an Daimh. The heather in the area has been
burnt, which made it easier to determine the extent of the
features. It has been recommended that these features should
be marked and protected during planting of broadleaved
woodland. The footings of several medieval or post-medieval
buildings, recorded on lower ground towards the burn,
should be protected with by a buffer zone of 20m during the
planting of conifers.
Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Sponsor: Cawdor Forestry

Clyne
Back Beach Brora
Excavation
Joanna Hambly and Jacqueline Aitken – The SCAPE Trust and
Clyne Heritage Society
NC 90470 03307 (centred on) The SCAPE Trust and the Clyne
Heritage Society undertook a fifth season of excavation from 27
July–22 August 2011. The excavation was funded by Historic
Scotland and their support is gratefully acknowledged. The
site was excavated by volunteers, who once again made the
most significant contribution to the success of the project.
Documentary evidence records that Lady Jane Gordon,
Countess of Sutherland, established a salt pan here in
1598. In 1618, there is a reference to the iron of the pans
being sold, probably to help pay off estate debts following
the death of her son John, the 12th Earl, in 1616. The main
focus of this year’s excavation was the site of the Old Salt
House, which is marked on John Farey’s 1823 mineral map.
The 2011 excavations uncovered the remainder of the well
preserved building first revealed in 2010 (DES 2010, 89–90).
The principal outcomes of this season’s work were:
• the total excavation and recording of the 16th/17thcentury building;
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• recovery of further evidence showing the quality, status
and uniqueness of the building for the historical period
in this area;
• the identification of a central chimney and fireplace with
contemporary graffiti on the chimney breast lintel and
sides. This may include masons’ marks and apotropaic
or witches marks;
• recovery of finds including 16th/17th-century window
glass; pottery hinting at hitherto unknown local pottery
production from this period; a wide range of animal
bone, including whale bone, fish and sea bird; and a
range of metalwork.
A 12 x 8m trench was machine excavated over the western
half of the c17m long by 6m wide building, first investigated
in 2010. This exposed the western half of a large (10.5 x 6m)
E room (the eastern half of which was excavated in 2010),
and the entire smaller (c4 x 6m) W room. The surviving
walls were >2m high and constructed of roughly hewn
beach boulders bonded with a hard white lime mortar. There
is good evidence that the internal and external faces of the
wall were harled with the same mortar.
A substantial stone-built buttress, subsequently modified
to form a loading platform, and possibly carrying an external
staircase, was recorded abutting the outside of the W gable
end of the building. This indicates an upper storey was
used for storage. The external structure was covered with
quantities of industrial midden material, composed of burnt
fuel and ash. The deposit was identical to that previously
revealed in the coastal section continuing c30m W from
the building and terminating at the site of the probable pan
house. It provides further evidence that the two buildings
were contemporary and that the waste from the pan hearths
was used to create a substantial surface or trackway between
the two buildings.

The building revealed from the sand dune, Back Beach Brora
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The large E room was laid with angular shale slabs bedded
onto clean beach sand. There was evidence of a partition to
form an internal porch or hallway area in front of the door,
but the room was otherwise devoid of internal features. The
dividing wall contained a chimney, the fireplace of which
opened out into the smaller W room. An intriguing feature of
the fireplace was a number of letters and marks carved into
its sandstone lintel and sides. These may include masons’
marks and carved symbols to ward off evil spirits, commonly
known as apotropaic marks. This is not an unreasonable
theory given the date of construction of the building, which
coincides with the height of fear of witchcraft under James
VI, particularly prevalent on the E coast of Scotland.
The W room was also devoid of internal features, except
for evidence of a partition to separate a small area directly
in front of the door. A dark grey shale/clay was recorded on
the floor, but there was no surviving evidence of a deliberate
flooring material. A fine group of construction features and
deposits including stakes for scaffolding platforms, postholes,
construction trenches and deposits full of construction debris
were recorded beneath the floors in both rooms.
Over 30 sherds of window glass were recovered from floor
deposits in the E room, and a reused carved window sill was
found in the W gable end wall. Chemical analysis of the glass
shows it has a high lime low alkali composition which dates
it to before 1700 (Robin Murdoch pers. comm.). It is possibly
imported, or is the earliest surviving evidence of the use of
Scottish glass in the Highlands. Four sherds of very rough
pottery may provide evidence of local production and are
currently undergoing further analysis. A very wide range of
animal bone including sea bird, whale bone and fish bone
was recovered from deposits relating to both the construction
and the use of the building. As in previous years, the most
numerous finds were iron objects. Our youngest volunteer,
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8 year old Callum Machinnon found an iron hunting
arrowhead within the industrial midden deposits on the
possible loading platform outside the W gable end wall.

Callum showing off the arrowhead he found, Back Beach Brora

This final season of excavation of the Old Salt House site
confirms our impression of a high status building, probably
offices and a store, related to the earliest industrial salt making
venture by the Sutherland Estate. The building continues
to reveal many ‘firsts’ for our knowledge of construction
methods, materials and the material culture of its builders
and users in the NE Highlands of the late 16th and early 17th
century.

glen and a total of 300 were recorded. The usual townships
comprising the remains of early turf buildings, later stone
built structures, corn-drying kilns and enclosures were
mostly in the upper glen. Many of these had several pits,
thought to be for storing potatoes. Also associated with these
townships, and perhaps the most exciting finds of the project,
were 49 illicit still bothies. In the lower glen these bothies
were hidden in small wooded burns, but in the upper glen
they were much more remotely located in the mountains.
Our documentary research confirmed that the glen had been
a hot-bed of the illicit whisky industry and at one point a
‘no-go’ area for the excise man.
The archaeology of sheep farming and the sporting estate
were well represented with perhaps the most unusual sites
being three horse engine platforms, a model dairy farm and a
cableway over a gorge, which was thought to have been used
for winching deer carcasses.
Reports of all four phases of the project can be seen on
the NOSAS website at http://www.nosas.co.uk/documents/
Site%20Records/SC%203.pdf and on the Highland HER
website at http://her.highland.gov.uk/SingleResult.aspx?
uid=‘EHG3309’
Reports: Dingwall Library, Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: North of Scotland Archaeological Society

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland

Contin
Strathconon Project
Survey
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
NH 4465 5460 – NH 1000 4700 A project to identify
and record archaeological remains in Strathconon was
undertaken by the NOSAS as part of the Scotland’s Rural
Past scheme. The documentary evidence indicated that
Strathconon had a population of 1100 people 200 years ago,
today there are perhaps 100. The glen was reputed to have
been one of the most densely populated areas of Ross-shire
and controversial removals are documented during the first
half of the 19th century.
The fieldwork for the project took place between October
2006 and October 2009. An area of 70sqkm W of Marybank
was targeted, and to make the work manageable the glen
was divided into four different phases. In the lower part
of the glen forestry and hydro-electric schemes have had a
great impact; dams and consequent bodies of water have
overwhelmed many of the former settlements. In addition,
forest tracks, realignments of roads and power lines have
destroyed much of the archaeology. However, in the upper
glen preservation was much better and the abundance of
archaeological remains provided confirmation of the activities
of a large population. A total of 250 sites consisting of 1200
individual features were recorded throughout the whole glen.
The archaeology was not spectacular and was representative
of a rural community over the last few centuries. For the
prehistoric period a previously unrecorded group of cupmarked rocks was located at Scatwell. This consisted of a
main stone with 53 cups and 11 ‘satellite’ stones. Two new
roundhouses with field systems were recorded at Carnoch in
the upper glen.
There were shielings in just about every upland part of the

NH 41825 55132 (SC1 site 201) Plan of still bothy at Drumandarroch, Strathconon

Torrachilty
Survey and evaluation
Claire Williamson, Douglas Gordon and Thomas Rees – Rathmell
Archaeology Ltd
NH 441 588 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in August 2011. The work commenced with a
detailed survey of the hut circle and its immediate landscape.
The hut circle appeared as a 4–6.2m wide penannular
vegetation clad bank. The outer limits of the visible bank
were circular in plan and c18.5m in diameter. The inner break
of slope also enclosed a circular area, c12m in diameter. A
3.5m wide break in the circuit was recorded in the SE. The
wider survey identified two linear banks that connected into
the E side of the monument.
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Four targeted areas within the monument were hand
excavated to recover information on the monument’s date
and form, and to determine the nature of any damage
from forestry operations. These showed the bank to be a
slight rubble wall, 1.2m wide, encircling a hollow in the
natural subsoil slope. The interior showed no evidence for
a superstructure having been present or for substantive
occupation of this space.
On balance, the excavators are of the view that the most
likely explanation for the Torrachilty monument is that it
was a purpose-built animal fold, which may relate to the
use of the area as shieling grounds within the medieval to
post-medieval period. The interior of the monument has
suffered progressive erosion as a result of this use, leaving
its bowl-shaped form. The two banks associated with the
enclosure may have been used to funnel stock into the
entrance as they were driven upslope from the Black Water.
The presence of a burnt deposit from an in situ fire indicated
that the enclosure had been reused.
The information provided by this work has allowed us
to explain the importance of the monument including the
consequences, both positive and negative, of its long-term
presence within woodland. Some recommendations have
been made to inform future best practice in managing sites
that emerge from harvested forestry.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Forestry Commission Scotland and
Highland HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Creich
Acharry Moor
Walkover survey
Pete Higgins – Archaeology North Ltd
NH 7165 9140 and NH 7054 9066 A walkover survey was
undertaken 23–30 August 2010 on two parcels of land on
Acharry Moor in advance of a proposed woodland planting
scheme. The survey identified the substantial remains of
farmsteads, enclosures and field systems, all apparently dating
from the 19th century or later. Vegetation cover may have
hidden other remains. Some buildings were in a reasonable
state of preservation, and it has been recommended that
these sites, and an area around them, be excluded from the
proposed planting scheme.
Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Mark Banham

Duchally and Rosehall, Balnagown Estate
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
John Wood and Cathy Dagg – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NC 4329 0228 and NC 3856 1595 A desk-based assessment
and walkover survey were carried out, 15 December 2010–1
April 2011, in advance of a native woodland planting scheme.
The scheme consists of five planting areas. Areas 1–3 centred
on Dalnaclave (NC 3856 1595) and areas 4–5 centred on Carn
Beag, Rosehall (NC 4329 0228). The survey covered a c815ha
area and the land ranged in height from 16m above sea level
at Rosehall to 260m N of Dubh Coille.
The desk-based assessment identified two scheduled ancient
monuments, Croich Broch (NC 4116 1121) and Langwell Fort
and Dun (NC 4104 0084), whilst the survey identified land use
features, which predated the sheep and deer forest. A number
of features were marked out and exclusion zones defined.
The protection of features from the effect of regenerating
vegetation will be in included in any management plan.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: CKD Galbraith
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East Birchwood, Migdale, Bonar Bridge
Watching brief
Pete Higgins – Archaeology North Ltd
NH 63207 91960 A watching brief was undertaken on 14
October 2010 during groundworks associated with the
construction of a new house and access road at Plot 2,
East Birchwood. The site was considered sensitive as it is
in the vicinity of a Bronze Age hoard and a 19th-century
mill. One clearance cairn, a French drain and a truncated
podzol were recorded. All probably relate to mid- to late
19th-century land improvements.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: J and C Markland

Migdale, Bonar Bridge
Watching brief
Pete Higgins – Archaeology North Ltd
NH 6336 A watching brief was undertaken on 15 September
2010 during groundworks associated with the construction
of a new house and access road at 194 Migdale. A stone
dyke, marked as an enclosure boundary on the 1st Edition
OS map of 1874, was found, together with a land drain.
Both probably date from the mid-19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: T McBride

Rosehall Wind Farm
Walkover survey and watching brief
Jamie Humble – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NC 4945 0413 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken 11 May–28 July 2011 in advance of tree
felling and construction. A walkover survey confirmed
the presence of two previously identified archaeological
sites, and these were fenced-off to prevent any accidental
damage. A 10% sample of all construction work was due
to be monitored; however, as the groundworks progressed
it became clear that there was nothing of archaeological
significance in the area. The watching brief was terminated
following the monitoring of two stretches of access track,
covering a total of c250m, and the footprint of two turbines.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: E.On Climate and Renewables

Daviot and Dunlichity
Gask House, Inverarnie
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NH 68141 35836 A watching brief was conducted in May
2011 on the site of a proposed new house 200m SE of Gask
House. No significant archaeological features or deposits
were recorded.
Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr B Scobie

Dingwall
Craig Wood Dingwall
Evaluation
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 5560 6029 A trial trenching evaluation was carried
out, 31 August 2010–25 January 2011, in advance of the
first phase of residential development at Craig Wood.
No significant archaeological artefacts or features were
recorded.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: OER2006 Ltd

Highland
Cromartie Memorial Car Park – Dingwall Thing Project
Geophysical survey
Oliver JT O’Grady – OJT Surveys
NH 54981 58916 A ground penetrating radar survey was
undertaken, 11–12 September 2011, in the car park on the
N side of Dingwall town centre. The survey was carried
out as part of a research and community project, which is
investigating the archaeology of Dingwall’s Viking assembly
site or ‘thing’.
Prior to 1947 the site was the location of a large earth
mound, known from at least the 16th century as the Moothill
(‘hill of assembly’), and subsequently adapted as a burial
memorial for the First Earl of Cromartie in 1714. The survey
aimed to locate remains of the mound and assess the area
for any other significant deposits. A possible ditch, c5m
wide and 2m deep was identified on the N, W and S side of
the mound’s historic footprint. Truncation of the site from
modern services and post-medieval buildings were indicated
across the S side of the car park. Anomalies that probably
relate to Victorian trenching at the mound in 1875 were also
noted around the centre and S side of the site. Foundations
of an enclosure wall built in 1819 and known as the Hillyard
were also traced.
Archive: Highland Council (deposited) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Dingwall History Society, Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland, Hunter Archaeological Trust, Strathmartine Trust and
Highland Council

Dingwall Old Parish Church – Dingwall Thing Project
Geophysical survey
Oliver JT O’Grady – OJT Surveys
NH 54936 58988 A geophysical survey was undertaken, 8–10
September 2011, in St Clement’s Parish Church graveyard, as
part of a research and community project investigating the
archaeology of Dingwall’s Viking assembly site or ‘thing’.
An electrical resistance survey was undertaken over the N
side of the graveyard in the area surrounding St Clements’s
Aisle. The survey aimed to locate the remains of Dingwall
Old Parish Church, which was demolished at the end of the
18th century, leaving only the N aisle. The sample density
was 1 x 0.5m with probe separation of 0.5m. Three linear
high resistance anomalies aligned N–S were recorded to the S
of the aisle. These were interpreted as truncated foundations
of the W and E walls of the old church nave and the site
of a rectangular chancel. A low earthwork SE of the aisle
correlates with the geophysical results.
Archive: Highland Council (deposited) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Highland Council, Dingwall History Society and Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland

Local volunteer Jonathan McColl (Dingwall History Society) helps out with a
geophysical survey at St Clement’s Aisle, Dingwall

Dores
Baravanish, Dores
Evaluation and watching brief
George Geddes – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NH 6252 3298 An evaluation and watching brief were
conducted in February 2011 on the site of a new house and
garage, located immediately N of a hut circle (NH63SW
78). Three features were identified during a site visit: (a)
a possible bank at NH 6251 3296, (b) a field bank at NH
6253 3297, and (c) a possible clearance cairn or burnt
mound at NH 6250 3300. Feature (a) was considered to be
natural, after the excavation of two trenches, while (c) was
outside the development area and was left in situ without
further intervention. The field bank (b) was planned and
photographed, and appears to be a pre-improvement
boundary, perhaps a form of head dyke related to the two
nearby townships at West Town and Midtown. A watching
brief carried out during the topsoil stripping recorded no
additional deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Ms J McCallum and Mrs K Douglas

Old Pumphouse, Farr
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NH 627 328 A watching brief was conducted in May 2011
at a development site for a new house. The work on this
greenfield site revealed no archaeological features or deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Colin Armstrong Architects

Torness
Evaluation
John Wood and Emma Malone – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 5792 2720 An evaluation was undertaken on 15 June 2011
prior to the construction of a house. A total of nine trenches,
measuring 20 x 1.5m, were excavated. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: M Somerville

Dornoch
Argyle Street, Dornoch
Evaluation and standing building recording
Pete Higgins – Archaeology North Ltd
NH 8004 8960 An evaluation of the land at 6 Argyle
Street was carried out in June and July 2010 prior to the
construction of a new house. A standing building survey was
also undertaken on a building that would be demolished as
part of the development.
The building was a single storey byre, built in the first half
of the 19th century. It had possibly been used as a domicile,
before reverting to a byre and is now used as a store. The
original structure was much lower than the existing building,
though on the same footprint, and appears to have been
open to the N. Several types of stone were used in different
construction phases. The internal face of one doorway quoin
had been carved and signed (?James Munro, Mason), and
two reused stone carvings had also been inserted in this wall.
A total of three small trenches were opened and a number
of modern features plotted. A wide linear feature containing
a modern service pipe was recorded on the alignment of a
former property boundary.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: M Tulley
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327 Hilton, Dornoch
Standing building recording
Pete Higgins and Anne Johnston – Archaeology North Ltd
NH 7973 9138 A standing building survey was undertaken,
13–20 November 2011, on a two-storey stone-built byre
immediately E of a former croft house, in advance of
development. The earliest part of the building was the
S wing, which was probably constructed in the mid-19th
century. This had been extended, probably in the late 19th
century, to the N and W. A number of 20th-century repairs
and adaptations were also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Gordon Fielder and Mrs Lorna Richmond

Pitgrudy
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 79 92 A single piece of Viking hacksilver was found
during metal detecting at Pitgrudy, near Dornoch. It is the
tapering terminal of a penannular bracelet.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 84/10), allocated to Historylinks
Museum, Dornoch

Duirinish
Ardmore, Harlosh
Watching brief
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 2860 4095 A watching brief was carried out, 4 July–
20 July 2011, on the site of a single house development
at 3 Ardmore, to the NE of Clar Inis. No archaeological
features or finds were identified within the development
area, although a stone and turf built bothy or shieling was
recorded c20m to the NE.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Mr Peter Campbell

Durness
Laid, Loch Eriboll
Walkover survey
Pete Higgins – Archaeology North Ltd
NC 4248 6049, NC 4202 5987 and NC 4158 5866 A walkover
survey was undertaken 12–19 August 2010 on three crofts at
Laid in advance of a proposed woodland planting scheme.
The sites lie to the S of Port Chamuill, a settlement dating to
at least 1823 and Laid itself was created between 1832–35.
The survey identified the substantial remains of farmsteads,
enclosures and field systems, all apparently dating from the
19th century or later. Vegetation cover may have hidden
other remains. Some buildings were in a reasonable state
of preservation, and it has been recommended that these
sites, and an area around them, be excluded from the
proposed planting scheme.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mark Banham

Duthil and Rothiemurchus
Grampian Road, Aviemore
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 8972 1326 A 7% sample evaluation was undertaken,
19–20 January 2011, on the site of a proposed school
development. The 0.74ha area had until recently formed
part of birch woodland and the presence of substantial tree
stumps and roots hampered the evaluation. A total of six
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trenches, covering 530m2 were opened across the site.
A large linear earthen bank consisting of dumped topsoil
and redeposited natural subsoil was recorded extending into
the area from the SE. The bank is considered to represent
the remains of a temporary loading siding, attached to the
nearby railway main line, which was in use during WW2
for the transport of locally felled timber for the war effort.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Highland Council

Eddrachillis
Stack Woods, Reay Estate
Walkover survey
Catherine Dagg
NC 29091 41696 A walkover survey was undertaken on
28 March 2011 in advance of a proposed native woodland
planting scheme. The survey identified a group of footings
for four buildings at NC 29091 41696, on a steep hillslope
SW of Loch Stack. These do not correspond to any known
early modern settlement, do not appear on any modern
or historical maps, and are too substantial for shieling
structures. Another similar structure was located at NC
29246 41541. These are tentatively interpreted as temporary
housing for road labourers working on the massive retaining
walls for the Lairg – Laxford road running along the SW
side of Loch Stack, commissioned by Earl Grosvenor at the
beginning of the 1850s.
Archive: Highland HER
Funder: CKD Galbraith, Reay House

Fodderty
Heights of Inchvannie
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NH 49575 60584 A watching brief was conducted during
June 2011, in advance of the construction of a horse riding
arena and associated services, to the SW of the site of
Druim Dubhran (NH46SE 1). The work revealed a single
furrow, which was part of a rig and furrow field system
identified by J Wordsworth in 2000.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Mrs K Armour

Fodderty/Knockbain
Knock Farril and Ord Hill
Survey
Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 5045 5850 and NH 6640 4910 A detailed topographic
survey was undertaken 21–22 June 2011 of two Pictish
forts on the Black Isle. These were Knock Farril, near
Dingwall and Ord Hill, near North Kessock. The surveys
provided a baseline record of the earthworks and surviving
structural features of the forts. This data will be used in
any future access and interpretation initiatives and assist
with conservation management of the sites.
Both forts are situated on very prominent ridges and
would have offered commanding views over their respective
surroundings. Substantial remnants of (at least) partly
vitrified enclosure walls and outworks are still visible
at each site. There were no clear signs of contemporary
internal features in either fort. The sites currently provide
very different visitor experiences. Knock Farril offers clear
views of both the environs and the layout of the fort, while
Ord Hill’s afforested summit makes comprehension of the
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Aerial photograph of Knock Farril by Caledonian Air Surveys © Forestry Commission Scotland

site and its setting more difficult.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Gairloch
Arrowdale House, Leacnasaide, Gairloch
Walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NG 7987 7315 A walkover survey was undertaken
16 November 2010–14 January 2011 prior to the
development of a house. The development area covered
c2.6ha at a height of c15m ASL on the W side of Loch
Shieldaig looking across to Eilean Shieldaig, off the B8056
between Shieldaig and Badachro.
The survey identified, photographically recorded and
plotted the position of a number of features of possible
interest. There was evidence of several buildings that are
shown on the 1st Edition OS 6" map, and it is understood
that these will be preserved within the development. It has
been recommended that a watching brief is undertaken
during any future groundworks.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Rupert and Clare Lumsden

Badachro
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NG 780 715 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were undertaken in April 2011 for an area of proposed
forestry. Part of the area had been surveyed in August 1998
by Jill Harden (DES 1999, 54) for a new water main. A
number of structures and field walls were noted around
the area of the enclosures (NG77SE 28), though dense

birch woodland made these hard to define. The work
revealed four buildings at a farmstead (NG77SE 11), but
no indication of the mill lade which had been previously
suggested. The work revealed the following previously
unrecorded sites:
A sheepwash at NG 7823 7294, a building at NG 7882
7166, and enclosures at NG 78282 72973 and NG 7872 7136.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: Treeline Forestry Ltd on behalf of Gairloch Estate

Gairloch/Lochcarron
Coulin
Walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 003 562 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried out
on 20 January 2011 in advance of a new woodland planting
scheme on the Coulin Estate. A total of five areas, covering
33, 34, 37, 53 and 91ha, of predominantly heather moorland
had been selected for planting. Eleven sites were noted
within or adjacent to the planting areas. The majority were
typical features of a 19th- to 20th-century sporting estate. One
is modern and one may date to the short period of sheep
farming during the mid-19th century. The rest are features
associated with land use which predates the sheep and deer
forest. These types of features are generally referred to as
post-medieval or Early Modern; however, their actual date
could only be established through excavation and they may
have been in use for many centuries. They occupy small
areas of slightly favoured ground that would have been
equally attractive to prehistoric settlers as to 18th-century
tenants. The position of the early features suggests that the
shielings near Loch Bharranch were probably associated
with settlements to the W, by Loch Torridon, whilst the
105

Highland

features along the Easan Dorcha may have been linked to
settlement at Coulin Farm.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: The Trustees of the Honourable Philip R Smith

Glenshiel
Allt Ratagan Bridge
Survey
Matt Ritchie – Forestry Commission Scotland
NG 916 194 A detailed measured survey was undertaken on
30 May 2011 of Allt Ratagan Bridge, an unusual early 19thcentury high-arched road bridge situated on the N-facing
slopes of Sgurr Mhic Bharraich above Loch Duich in Glen
Shiel. The bridge survives as a coursed faced rubble bridge
with a single short span segmental arch springing from
massive rubble abutments that rise from the steep sides of
the gorge. This Category B bridge has been bypassed by
the modern road and is now unused. The recent removal of
vegetation from the area opened up the site and provided the
access required for the survey. The survey aimed to provide
a baseline record of the surviving structural features and this
data will be used in future conservation management of the
site. The survey was undertaken using a dumpy level and the
tape-and-offset method.
Archive: Highland HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

were conducted in April 2011 for an area of proposed forestry.
The work revealed the following structures and hut circles
(NC70SE 17):
A hut circle at NC 75637 04745 and another at NC 75616
04799, an enclosure at NC 75614 04728, a possible structure
at NC 75653 04693, structures or possible hut circles at NC
75696 04676 and NC 75578 04800, a field wall at NC 75712
04874 to NC 75699 04892, and an oval enclosure at NC 77136
03830.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry

Halkirk
Achies
Watching brief
John Wood and Paul Humphreys – Highland Archaeology Services
Ltd
ND 13159 55241 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 6 December 2010 during topsoil stripping associated with
the construction of a new house and garage at Harpsdale,
Caithness. The contractor had stripped c10% of the area prior
to the arrival of the archaeologist. This area was re-scraped,
to provide a clean surface and inspected. An examination
of the spoil heaps, which were partially obscured by snow
was also carried out. No features or finds of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: D Flett

Inverness and Bona
Castlefield Heights, Fairways, Inverness
Evaluation
Stuart Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NH 6785 4185 An evaluation was conducted in November
2010 in advance of a housing development. The only recorded
find in the area is of a copper-alloy mount found during
metal detecting in 1996 (NH64SE 186). A single modern pit
was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: WSD Scotland Ltd
Allt Ratagan Bridge photographed in October 2010 before clearance and
survey © Forestry Commission Scotland

Littleferry
Watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 8057 9568 A watching brief was undertaken 21 March–1
April 2011 during work to lay underground electricity cables.
The cable trenches were machine excavated to a depth of
c0.75m and revealed c0.3m of topsoil above clean sand. A
single feature consisting of two parallel lines of stones, which
appeared to indicate the presence of a former building, was
recorded at HN 80553 95666. However, this could not be
investigated in any detail within the confines of the trench.

Caulfield Road South, Cradlehall, Inverness
Evaluation
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 7023 4430 A desk-based assessment and trial trenching
evaluation were undertaken 17 March–4 April 2011 in advance
of the proposed construction of two houses. The desk-based
assessment indicated that no sites had been identified in the
area; however, a pair of Bronze/Iron Age hut circles were
noted in 1885 c400m ESE of the site. An OS visit to this site in
1970 found that they had been destroyed by development. A
total of six trenches covering c7.7% (95sqm) of the available
area were machine excavated. The trenches all initially
measured 1.5m wide by 10m long; however, Trench 4 was
subsequently extended to 13m. No artefacts or features of
archaeological significance were recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dr RJ Campbell

Golspie/Rogart

Clachandreggy, West Torbreck
Evaluation
Stuart Farrell
NH 6428 4043 An evaluation was conducted in July 2011 for
a small commercial workshop to the NW of Torbreck Stone
Circle (NH64SW 1) this work was further to an evaluation

Golspie

Achork
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 770 045 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
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conducted by the author in 2003 (DES 2003, 88). Work to
35% of the development area revealed no archaeological
features or deposits.
Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Makar Ltd

East Beechwood Farm
Excavation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 6903 4506 A programme of excavation was undertaken
18 April–17 June 2011, following evaluations in 2009 and
2010, and prior to a mixed use development. The excavation
revealed numerous settlement features including several later
prehistoric roundhouses, four-poster structures and a partially
surviving palisaded enclosure. The artefact assemblage was
slight, but the presence of slag suggested iron working had
taken place on site. A disparate suite of features (clusters
of pits and small postholes) together with the presence of
Grooved Ware reflected earlier Neolithic settlement in the
northern part of the development area.

area of the gravel grading compound. The recovered pottery
indicated that six of the pits were certainly related. An
examination of the pits morphology and spatial distribution
suggested that another five features probably related to this
group. Apart from one flint flake, which was recovered from
a pit in the flood relief channel, the entire assemblage of
small finds was recovered from pits in the gravel grading
compound. Although no fully intact pots were recovered,
there was an unusual mixture of styles (representing at
least 13 pots) and both Early to Middle Neolithic style and
Late Neolithic Grooved Ware. Samples of charcoal from
two of the pits containing prehistoric pottery and lithics
were radiocarbon dated and returned dates of 4365±30 BP
(3090–2900 cal BC at 2σ ) and 4335±30 BP (3030–2890 cal
BC at 2σ).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Global Construction Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Highlands and Islands Enterprise

Huntly Street, Inverness
Standing building recording
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NH 6641 4521 A historic building survey was undertaken,
28 October–4 November 2010, at 18 Huntly Street, which
had been built in 1939 as The Palace Cinema and converted
in 1963 to The Carlton Bingo Hall. The survey identified
elements of the original building that had been retained
during the conversion to a bingo hall.
Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Franklin and Andrews Ltd

Inverness Flood Relief Channel
Watching brief
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 6668 4142 A watching brief was undertaken December
2010–January 2011 at Culduthel, SW of Inverness. The site
is S of Culduthel Mains Avenue and c50m S of the high
status Iron Age metalworking site excavated by Headland
Archaeology (DES 2010, 96; 2009, 100). A total of 28 features
were identified including a hearth, pits and evidence for an
old ground surface; 16 pits were located in a distinct group
and many contained Neolithic pottery and associated lithics.

Middle Neolithic pottery from Feature 22

The group of 16 pits, which were of various shapes and
depths, were located on a flat terrace at 67–68m OD, in the

From clockwise: Serrated-edge flint flake (SF17), flint end scraper (SF13e), stone
flake from polished axehead (SF16d); illustration by Alan Braby

Inverness Oil Terminal
Evaluation
Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NH 66579 46391 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken 28–30 March 2011 on the scheduled
ancient monument of Cromwell’s Fort. The fort survives as
two lengths of rampart and a bastion, which appear on the
ground as turf-covered earthen banks. The work, which took
place within the boundary of the Inverness Oil Terminal,
aimed to identify the most suitable surface on which to
lay impermeable bentonite clay matting, without causing
unnecessary disturbance to the monument.
The vegetation was stripped from two areas, measuring
12 x 1m and 10 x 1m, and extended from the inner edge
of the bastion to the fence that forms the limit of the oil
terminal. Area 1 was stripped by hand to a depth of c5mm.
The surface was lightly trowelled but no features other than
rabbit burrows were identified. Area 2 was stripped by hand
to a depth of c10–15mm and this revealed a small area of
gravel in the N part of the area and gravelly/stony topsoil
material on the embankment slope. These deposits may
represent in situ bastion material, or eroded and disturbed
material. Several finds of probably 19th/20th-century date
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were recovered from the turf/topsoil layer.
Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: GB Oils

Ness Castle, Inverness
Evaluation
John Wood and Emma Malone – Highland Archaeology Services
Ltd
NH 6512 4175 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
18 October–5 November 2010 on the site of a proposed
housing development. The area is located between Dores
Road and Essich Road and lies within the policies of Ness
Castle. It rises from c28m ASL along its N boundary to c53m
at the S corner. A total of 94 trenches covering 139,823sqm
were accessible and an area of 9248sqm was evaluated. No
significant archaeological features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The Tyser Trust and the MacRae Consortium

Killearnan/Tain
Pathways into the Past
Survey
Cathy MacIver – Archaeology for Communities in the Highlands
(ARCH)
NH 57620 50160 to NH 77980 82140 In 2011 the Pathways
into the Past project recorded sections of possible early
routeway and other potentially related features running
through Easter Ross-shire. The project was inspired by and
works with the Road through Ross-shire, a NOSAS project
that aims to augment the record of the feature and its
landscape. More information on this project can be found
in the 2010 edition of DES.
The survey work has been carried out on a number
of sites, including Wester Teaninich (NH 63610 68310),
between Evanton and Alness and at Brenachie (NH 75960
76380), N of Milton. The participants of several community
archaeology training workshops have recorded the profiles
of a series of double embanked features, using both a dumpy
level and a Total Station. The profiles of the sites show a
double embanked feature, with a 5–8m wide routeway and
0.5–1.0m high embankments. The variation in both the
width of the road and the height of the embankments may
reflect different building and maintenance practices and/or
differential preservation.

The project has also been examining sites that overlook
the routeway and other sites that might have had a role in
its control. As part of this work a plane table survey was
undertaken of a possible moated feature at Wester Teaninich
(NH 63180 67840), between Evanton and Alness. The survey
recorded a c23 x 30m stone walled platform. A shallow (up
to 1.2m deep) ditch was recorded on the N and NW sides of
the platform. Documentary research has indicated that the
disturbance noted during the fieldwork may be attributed
to tree planting across the platform during the early 1900s.
At this stage of investigation the original function of the site
remains unclear; however, it may represent a well drained
tree platform in a designed landscape or perhaps an earlier
moated site, which was later reused.
The work undertaken during these surveys and
excavations has been undertaken by community volunteers,
whose input is gratefully acknowledged. By assisting local
people to research, record and present these sites the
project has tapped into a wealth of local knowledge, which
has been an essential resource.
Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: HLF, Highland LEADER and Highland Council

Kilmallie
Achnacarry to Banavie Overhead Line
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 17500 88850 – NN 11255 77702 A walkover survey of
the proposed route of new power line was carried out 2–3
June 2011. The route runs from a new hydro-electric power
station at Achnacarry to an existing line just N of Banavie,
near Fort William. The work identified a small number of
previously unrecorded sites.
An earthwork, possibly natural, consisting of grasscovered banks forming a rough square, 6–8m wide, 2.5m
high and open on its N side was recorded at NN 15078
81999. Banks were recorded extending short distances to
the N and S of the feature.
Two cairns were recorded at NN 14811 81645 and NN
14795 81664, each was 4–5m in diameter and 1m high.
They may be clearance dumps, although there was no
evidence of arable farming in this rather boggy area. One
cairn was grass-covered, the other only slightly overgrown.
Two cairns recorded at NN 14323 80940 and NN 14373
80897 were almost certainly clearance dumps.
Archive and report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE plc

Kilmonivaig
Abercalder Woods
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 254 043 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were conducted in November 2010 for a 224ha area
of proposed forestry. No archaeological features were
recorded.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: UPM Tilhill

Profile drawing at Brenachie, Pathways into the Past
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Corrour Old Lodge
Desk-based assessment and survey
Hugh P Dinwoodie – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NN 4080 6480 Corrour Old Lodge is a ruined shooting
lodge, probably built in the mid-19th century, uninhabited
since 1899, and measuring 30 x 50m in extent. It is reputed
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Ruins of Corrour Old Lodge, 2010

to have been used as an isolation hospital in the early 20th
century; although documentary evidence for this seems
lacking. Photographs and rough measurements taken
during four brief visits (2010-11) have resulted in a sketch
plan of much of the upstanding remains, with a suggested
interpretation. Further details and diagrams are being lodged
with the RCAHMS.
Archive: RCAHMS

Kilmorack
Tighchuig
Walkover survey and watching brief
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 389 377 (centred on) A walkover survey was carried out
on 18 November 2010 in advance of a proposed residential
development and associated hydro-electric scheme. The site
occupies an E-facing slope which rises from c53m ASL at the
roadside to >250m at the water intake for the hydro scheme.
The survey identified 23 features, which mainly consisted of
post-medieval clearance heaps, and some building remains,
a single round house or dun was also recorded. The route
of the proposed pipeline was positioned to avoid these sites.
A subsequent watching brief in 2011 during site clearance
identified an additional clearance cairn, which was removed
under supervision.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd and RCAHMS
Funder: Struy Estate per Maxwell and Co Architects/Eagle Brae

Kilmuir
North Duntulm
Desk-based assessment, walkover survey, watching brief and
excavation
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 4370 7490 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were carried out on 26 July 2011 at 7
North Duntulm prior to the construction of two houses.
The survey identified a range of features, which mostly

consisted of well preserved post-medieval settlement
remains, representing multiple phases of occupation and
building. The structures included houses, byres, boundary
dykes and kale yards. The only prehistoric feature recorded
was a possible cairn of Neolithic or Bronze Age date.
A programme of mitigation works, designed to record and
investigate some of the remains prior to their destruction,
and to safeguard sites on the periphery of the development,
was undertaken 9–11 November 2011. Evaluation trenches
were opened over three structures and a watching brief
was maintained during the excavation of access routes,
sceptic tank locations and associated pipelines.
A 4.5 x 2.5m trench was opened over house site C4. The
trench exposed areas of well-built paving, a paved route
through a doorway and an underlying drain. The location
of the drain through the entrance and a soakaway for the
drain in the interior of the building suggested that the
structure was used as a byre before it was modified for
residential use. The modifications included the thickening
of the front, N-facing wall to house two splayed windows,
a chimney at the W end of the building and associated
hearth furniture.
A thick layer of ash and charred wood discovered
overlying the floor provided evidence of a serious fire. At
some stage after this event the two windows were blocked
with stone and it is possible that the building was again
used as a byre or store. Small finds recovered during the
excavation included ceramics which suggested occupation
during the latter half of the 19th century, and continued use
of the building into the early 20th century.
The evaluation of structure A3 revealed a stone built
structure, which was revetted into sloping ground, with a
cobbled floor and internal dividing wall. Few small finds
were recovered during the excavation and the building
is thought to have functioned as a byre. The remaining
structures and features identified across the site will not
affected by the proposed development.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Mr and Mrs Reitsma
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Kiltarlity and Convinth
Belladrum
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NH 52 42 Metal detecting produced an unusual copper
alloy dress pin (L 77mm) with a perforated flat disc head
surrounded by dot decoration; slight pellets decorate the
disc/shaft junction. Parallels suggest a 10th- to 12th-century
date.

close to a flat-topped mound. This has been interpreted as a
possible motte and the religious site of Cnoc an Teampuill.

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 92/10), allocated to Inverness
Museum

Coulachy Township
Survey
Catherine Dagg – Archaeology for Communities in the
Highlands (ARCH)
NH 4717 3638 A plane table survey and photographic
recording was undertaken 28 April–1 May 2011 of the
depopulated settlement of Coulachy. The work formed part
of a community training project which aims to teach skills
in recording heritage on the ground.
The site is recorded as a farmstead on the RCAHMS
database and appears as four buildings with associated
enclosures and dykes on the 1st Edition OS map. Recent
woodland felling has exposed the remains of a more
extensive settlement. This consisted of ten buildings
representing two phases of construction, followed by
adaptation of the buildings for use as sheep fanks and
their subsequent abandonment by the mid-19th century.
A corn kiln appears to have been built into the side of a
substantial and possibly prehistoric cairn. The results of
the work formed part of the exhibition Boblainy: Displaying
a Hidden Landscape in Kiltarlity Village Hall in June 2011.
Archive: Highland HER
Funder: Boblainy Forest Archaeology Project

Mauld Forest
Walkover survey
Catherine Dagg
NH 3745 3326 A walkover survey undertaken on 8 March
2011 in advance of a woodland planting scheme identified
a number of archaeological features. The most notable
was a hut circle (NH 37449 33264) with an associated
field system, overlaid by a group of five shieling huts. The
concealed and relatively inaccessible features recorded
along the Allt a’Chroisg have been tentatively identified as
a possible illicit still site (NH 38737 34464) and enclosures
for hiding stolen livestock.
Archive: Highland HER
Funder: CKD Galbraith

Kiltearn
Delve into the Past
Survey and excavation
Cathy MacIver – Archaeology for Communities in the Highlands
(ARCH)
NH 58878 63950 The Road through Ross-shire and
Pathways into the Past projects have been investigating a
possible early routeway through Easter Ross. As part of this
research a number of sites in the vicinity of the routeway
have been investigated. At many points along the route
there appears to be a confluence of castles/grand houses
and chapels/religious sites, often near river crossing points.
One example of this can be seen at Foulis, where a river
crossing and the current site of Foulis Castle are located
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Delve into the Past – Volunteer planning the stony deposit at the base of the
mound

A topographic survey and excavation of the possible
motte was undertaken 9–24 July 2011, in conjunction
with the excavation of a nearby linear cropmark, which
was thought to be part of the routeway. The excavations at
the possible motte recorded a series of stony spreads that
possibly related to a collapsed structure. The full extent of
this feature will be investigated in 2012.
The work was undertaken by community volunteers. By
assisting local people to research, record and present this
site the project has tapped into a wealth of local knowledge,
which has been an essential resource. By training local
communities in excavation and surveying techniques
the project aims to leave a legacy of individuals who are
well suited to exploring and recording their local heritage
beyond the scope of this excavation.
Archive: Highland HER and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: HLF, Highland LEADER and Highland Council

Wyvis Estate
Walkover survey
Catherine Dagg
NH 47175 73571 A walkover survey was undertaken on
21 July 2011 along the route of a proposed hydro-electric
scheme on the Abhainn Beinn na Eun, W of Loch Glass. The
survey identified evidence of a post-medieval enclosure and
cultivation, and the footings of two substantial buildings,
which do not correspond to any known settlements.
The large scale clearances of the upper parts of Kiltearn
parish took place in the decade after 1811, but this area
was possibly cleared in 1791 during the earliest stages of
sheep farming. The buildings may have been abandoned
during this time, alternatively they may represent buildings
from an earlier more scattered settlement pattern, in place
before the concentration of settlement at Corravachie.
Archive: Highland HER
Funder: Hydroplan UK

Kincardine
Achnahanet
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 511 970 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
was conducted in March 2011 for an area of proposed
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forestry. No archaeological features were recorded in the
survey area; however, a previously unrecorded farmstead
was noted just outside the area at NH 5087 9781.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry

Amat
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 465 900 (centred on) A desktop survey was conducted
in December 2010 for an area of proposed forestry. A field
visit was not possible due to deep snow. The work revealed
two unrecorded sites: A building at NH 4727 9057 and a
possible enclosure at NH 4744 9040.

Nuala C Marshall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 71156 98558 A 5% trial trenching evaluation was
undertaken 18–20 October 2010 on the site of a proposed
housing development off Station Road. A total of 21 trenches
were excavated but no features, deposits or artefacts of
archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: Highland HER
Funder: Argyll Developments Scotland Ltd

Laggan

Croick, by Ardgay
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NH 478 898 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey
were conducted in March 2011 for an area of proposed
forestry. The work recorded a number of large clearance
cairns as part of the field system probably associated
with three hut circles (NH48NE 2). One cairn had been
extensively damaged by an estate access road. The work
also revealed an unrecorded farmstead just outside the
scheme at NH 4722 8959.

Beauly to Denny Overhead Line
Survey and evaluation
David Sneddon – Northlight Heritage
NN 5800 9396 A survey and demarcation work were
undertaken 9–10 May 2011 prior to the creation of a borrow
pit at Crathie. The borrow pit was associated with the
Beauly to Denny overhead line development programme.
The survey identified a range of features associated with
the extensive remains of the uninhabited post-medieval
settlement of Crathie. These features were marked out to
ensure they were avoided during operation of the borrow
pit. Although the overwhelming majority of the remains at
Crathie should not be affected by the borrow pit operation,
the upgrading of the existing track is likely to affect a
number of lengths of dry stone walling. It has therefore
been recommended that a watching brief be undertaken
during this work.

Report: RCAHMS
Funder: Treeline Forestry Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Doune, Strath Oykel
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NC 4451 0090 A desk-based assessment and trial trenching
evaluation were undertaken in April 2011 at Doune. The
work aimed to establish the nature of a flat topped mound
that could be affected by the construction of a house. An
excavation was undertaken of a single trench, measuring
c20 x 3m, which had been positioned to cover both edges
of the mound. The top of a quarry face created in the 1990s
was also investigated. The partial remains of a stone cup
were recovered from an unsecure context. It has been
recommended that the feature should be fully excavated
prior to the start of development and that a search should
also be undertaken for further pieces of the stone bowl.

Glenshero Estate, Laggan
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NN 56716 92764 A desk-based assessment and walkover
survey were undertaken 13–15 July 2011 on an area of
proposed woodland planting. The survey identified eight
new archaeological sites including two shielings, a turf and
stone enclosure, the ephemeral remains of a house, byre
and bothy, and fragmentary turf and stone boundary dykes.

Report: RCAHMS
Funder: CKD Galbraith on behalf of Amat Estate

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: W Ross

Kingussie and Insh
Etteridge, Crubbenmore
Survey and watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NN 68525 92709 A desktop and walkover survey were
undertaken in October 2010 prior to the upgrading of the
A9 at Etteridge. The walkover survey recorded a possible
enclosure with clearance material at NN 68382 92376. The
site was marked out before construction work commenced.
A watching brief undertaken 18–21 October 2010 during the
excavation of a site compound recorded no archaeological
deposits or features.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: John Paul Construction

Station Road, Newtonmore
Evaluation

Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Glenshero Estate/Bidwells

Spey Dam, Laggan
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair and Susan Ramsay – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NN 58254 93714 An evaluation was undertaken 17–18
February 2011 of a proposed site compound at Spey Dam.
The area was considered sensitive due to its proximity to
the site of St Michael’s Chapel and the deserted township
of Crathie. The excavation of seven trenches covering 5%
of the 1.33ha site revealed a number of archaeological
features. A clearance cairn was identified towards the NW
part of the development area; while Trench 7 in the SE of
the site revealed a deposit containing a good quantity of
burnt faunal bone and charcoal, possibly representing the
remains of a hearth, next to the ruinous remains of a dry
stone structure.
The deposit of grey ashy silty sand with charcoal and
frequent burnt bone measured 1.3m long by 1.2m wide
by 0.06m deep. The stone founded structure, possibly
representing the remains of a wall footing, was located
2m to the E of the hearth and measured 1.3m long by
up to 0.68m wide and 0.22m high. A undefined spread
of rubble was recorded within a mid-greyish brown sand
immediately to the E of the wall footing. A small fragment
of factory produced refined red earthenware pottery, with
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a black probably manganese glaze that would date it to
the 19th century or later, was recovered from the top of
the rubble. Trench 7 was expanded, but as only the area
designated as the site access could be examined it was not
possible to define the extent of the remains.
The subsequent analysis of a flotation processed sample
from the hearth found the charcoal assemblage contained
alder and birch charcoal, with some indeterminate bark.
The assemblage was consistent with general hearth waste.
Alder and birch trees grew in the native woodlands of this
area throughout the prehistoric and historic periods, and
were probably abundant along the nearby riverbanks of
the River Spey. A single 0.22g fragment of alder charcoal
was sent for AMS radiocarbon dating and returned an
Iron Age date of 790–510 cal BC (SUERC-35389). While
the most visible remains of Iron Age settlement in the
vicinity is the stone walled fort of Dun da Lamh, c670m
S on the summit of Black Craig hill, the hearth remains
and probable associated dry stone structure indicates that
other Iron Age settlements may lie buried in the low-lying
grounds of the glen.
A 10m buffer zone was established around the area of
Trench 7 and the access road foundations were placed
above ground. This allowed the remains to be preserved in
situ and negated the need for mitigation work.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Balfour Beatty Utility Solutions Ltd

Lairg
Dalchork Forest, Dalchork
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NC 5870 1560 (centred on) A walkover survey was
undertaken November 2010–January 2011 across 24 areas
in N and S Dalchork Forest. The work aimed to enhance
and update the existing record of sites, and provide data
that will assist with future forestry management strategies.
Many areas of Dalchork Forest have been previously
surveyed by the OS (1963 and 1976), by Roger Mercer
and Edinburgh University (1978–80) and by the RCAHMS
(1989). The current survey planned to identify and record
the location and condition of known sites and to record
newly identified sites, utilising and updating the existing
FCS Heritage Module records in the field. The survey
targeted areas which had been identified as having very
high archaeological potential.

A small cairn, 3m by 1.3m high, at Am Breac-Leathaid
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The work showed the impact of natural degradation and
afforestation on the condition of the sites during the past
50 years. It also identified new sites and documented the
disappearance of previously recorded sites. The Heritage
Module was found to be a useful tool to have in the field. It
assists the FCS by providing an efficient and accurate way to
update the present sites and monuments records, whilst the
user can input data and create recommended buffer zones,
which will assist with future management.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

West Shiness
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NC 519 170 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey were
conducted in March 2011 for an area of proposed forestry.
Work revealed the following unrecorded sites:
A sheepfold at NC 5166 1675, a building at NC 51737 17182,
and a building and shieling at NC 52390 16438.
Report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry

Latheron
Burn of Whilk
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar and Andrew Sibley – AOC Archaeology Group
ND 29266 41355 A watching brief was undertaken on
18 January 2011 during groundworks associated with the
construction of an anemometer mast. A total of five anchor
pits, each measuring 3 x 1m, were excavated but nothing of
archaeological significance was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: RWE Npower Renewables

Latheronwheel
Walkover survey
John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
ND 1859 3188 A walkover survey was carried out 16–25
August 2011 on two areas of proposed native woodland
at Latheronwheel. The western area consists of a steep
slope running down from the road to the cliffs. There has
been a good deal of natural slippage and this, combined
with outcrops of rock, gives the whole area a very uneven
appearance. However, unless in extremis it would not make
good ground to cultivate and the attempts to clear it may
date from the period of the clearances. It seems an unlikely
location for earlier fields or occupation. Large parts of the
eastern area were covered with dense gorse and scrub and
were therefore inaccessible. Further work was proposed for
these areas once the scrub has been removed. The survey
identified five features:
ND 18762 32394 Cairn (F1) A field clearance cairn,
measuring c5 x 2.7m.
ND 18792 32303 Cairn (F2) A roughly circular badly
damaged cairn, measuring c5.5m in diameter, which is
overgrown with gorse. A possible capstone was noted lying
on a large heap of stones at the E end of the valley. This area
is shown as improved land on the 1st Edition OS map and the
stones may reflect 19th- or 20th-century field clearance.
ND 18938 32158 Building (F3) The ruins of a rectangular,
c13.4 x 7.8m, late 18th- to early 19th-century two room
building. This is outside the area that will be affected by
planting.
ND 18729 31811 Dyke (F4) A substantial, c2.5m wide by
0.5m high, stone and earth bank with ditches to both sides,
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running NW–SE, of indeterminate date.
ND 18408 31524 Field clearance cairns (F5) Four field
clearance cairns, apparently post-medieval, lie along the E
edge of a former cultivated area. They measured between
4.7–5.5m in diameter and were 5–10m long. They lie on the
edge of a slope that runs down to a burn and would have
helped to prevent erosion.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: City Centre Properties

Lismore and Appin
West Laroch
Watching brief
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 07952 58088 and NN 07778 58208 A watching brief was
carried out on 24 March 2011 during the replacement of two
electricity poles. Three burial cairns were once located near
these poles although they were disturbed during a house
building programme in the mid-20th century. No trace of
further burials or other archaeological features were recorded.
Archive and report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE plc

Lochbroom
Achneigie, Gruinard Estate
Walkover survey
Catherine Dagg
NH 09041 79233 A walkover survey was carried out on 21
June 2011 on an area of proposed native woodland. Achneigie,
on the Gruinard River, was one of several townships in this
formerly densely populated area, whose clearance was
noted by James Hogg in 1803. He passed through the valley
of Strathinashalloch, ‘now inhabited only by Mr Macintyre’s
shepherds, but there were considerable crops of corn and
potatoes left by the tenants who had removed last term’.
The survey recorded a pattern of scattered farmsteads rather
than nucleated townships, a pattern thought by Dodgshon
(1993) to be earlier and associated with enclosed areas of
cultivation rather than the run-rig system. No rigs were
recorded at Achneigie.

John Wood and Cathy Dagg – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 003 562 (centred on) A desk-based and walkover
survey were undertaken in January 2011 on a 247ha area of
proposed woodland at Coulin. The work recorded a number
of post-medieval features and recommendations were made
to safeguard these sites.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: CKD Galbraith

Morvern
Eilean Chulaig
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and PJ Madden – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey and Forestry Commission Scotland
NM 6280 5645 The top of this small rocky islet is only about
15m square and is clearly an old woodland site with a
vegetation of bluebells and rank bracken overlying six clearly
defined lazy beds. On the SE side is a veteran coppiced ash
tree, now separated out into ten or more individual ‘trees’
growing from a much eroded stump.
Funder: Forestry Commission Lochaber

Laudale House
Walkover survey
JE Kirby and M Gascoigne – Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place
Names Survey and Sunart Oakwoods Research Group
A walkover survey of an area of ancient wood pasture
consisting of hazel, birch, alder stub and planted coppiced
oak recorded several archaeological features:
NM 7519 5967 A veteran pollarded oak, now fragmented
into three individual live stems and a dead stem, now
fallen. The much reduced remains have a circumference
of 8.2m and present clear evidence for wood pasture in the
medieval period.

Archive: Highland HER
Funder: Gruinard Estate

Eisg Brachaidh
Walkover survey
Catherine Dagg
NC 09086 18815 A walkover survey was carried out 29–30
August 2011 on an area of proposed native woodland in a
remote corner of Lochbroom Parish. This area is known as the
Kerrow Garve, the rough or empty part of the W coast lands
of Cromartie, which are thought to have been sparsely or
sporadically populated before they were cleared to form part
of the Inverpolly sheep farm in c1820. The farm boundary
dykes, shieling areas and settlements proved to be as recorded
by Peter May in 1754 for the Commission for the Annexed
Estates. The settlement of Leorchircaig proved to be more
substantial than anticipated, with large areas of rig cultivation,
hill enclosures for livestock and areas of peat cuttings.
Archive: Highland HER
Funder: CKD Galbraith

Lochcarron
Coulin Estate Lochcarron
Survey

Veteran pollarded oak at Laudale, NM 7519 5967

NM 7520 5957 A recessed platform, 8.7 x 8.0m, with a
0.4m high stone revetment and a 0.9m high rear scarp. There
is a clearly defined drain to the rear and abundant charcoal
in an eroded track to the E.
NM 7518 5964 A recessed platform, 8.3 x 8.1m, with a
0.55m high stone revetment and a 0.8m high rear scarp.
There is a well defined drain to the rear, and the surface of the
platform is occupied by a rectangular structure, measuring
7.0 x 2.5m on an E–W axis.
NM 7514 5971 A recessed platform, 7.0 x 7.0m, with a
0.3m high turf revetment and a 0.4m high rear scarp. The
SW side is wet and vegetation makes the site difficult to
see; however, charcoal is visible beneath an old oak stump.
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NM 7520 5982 A possible fort(s). A low, twin-topped
oak covered ridge with excellent views up and down Loch
Sunart may have been fortified. The N top measures 25 x
12m, with crags to the E and steep slopes to the N and W.
The 42m descent to the col has a series of short lynchets,
and the E slope is covered in lazy beds. The S top is 34m
beyond the col, and measures 18 x 9m. The W and E
sides are steep and the E side is also protected by bog. A
level ‘platform’ on the S side c15 x 15m may have been a
working area.
Funder: Garbh Chriochan a’ Deas Lost Place Names Survey

Nairn
Balmakeith Industrial Estate, Nairn
Excavation
Dave McNicol – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 89600 56110 An excavation was undertaken 24 January–11
February 2011 on the site of a proposed retail development.
A number of linear features, the majority of which probably
related to a medieval or post-medieval field system were
uncovered, along with a number of large probable quarry
pits. A number of smaller pits and hearths, one of which
produced a large amount of prehistoric pottery from a single
cooking vessel, were also uncovered.
Archive: Nairn Museum
Funder: Halcrow, on behalf of Sainsbury’s

Portree
Dry Harbour
Survey
Wendy Raine – Association of Certificated Field Archaeologists
NG 6244 5824 (centred on) A survey was undertaken in
May 2010, 14–21 May 2011 and 15–18 October 2011. Dry
Harbour (Acarsaid Tioram) is the main township of Rona,
and contains both the school and mission house. The last
residents left Dry Harbour in the 1930s. The remains of at
least 32 houses of various ages, with attached byres, stores
and stretches of walling and terracing were recorded. Two
wells were also found within the settlement. The ruins of
the school were surveyed, as was the mission house and
one further dwelling, which have both been renovated. A
number of fish-traps, a possible boat noost, a third well and
areas of shore line cultivation were recorded around the
bay. A nearby group of small dry stone stores and a row of
enigmatic features were probably unusual small fish-traps.
Report: RCAHMS

Possible fish-trap, Dry Harbour, Isle of Rona
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Reay
Dounreay
Evaluation and excavation
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NC 9930 6790 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken in October 2010 in advance of the construction of
new low level waste facilities adjacent to Dounreay Nuclear
Facility. The work consisted of the excavation of a series of
evaluation trenches across the site amounting to 6% of the
development area and full hand excavation of Site 36, a small
grass-covered mound.
The evaluation of 141 trenches across the site led to the
identification of a single small pit that was thought to be
a disturbed cist. A number of linear features were also
recorded, although these were mostly natural fault lines or
drainage channels. Further work included the excavation
of a substantial circular cairn of interleaving stone slabs,
which measured 10m in diameter and up to 0.65m high. The
cairn contained a single stone-lined cist that on excavation
was found to have been disturbed. No evidence of human
remains or any significant artefacts were recorded within
the cist.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Dounreay Site Restoration Ltd

Resolis
Craggan Cottage, Newhall Point
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell
NH 70819 67133 A watching brief was undertaken in July 2011
during work associated with the construction of a garage/
studio. The site was considered sensitive as it lay to the N of
an ice-house (NH76NW 115). No archaeological deposits or
features were recorded.
Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs M Storr

Rosemarkie
Caird’s Cave
Excavation
Hugo Anderson-Whymark – Rosemarkie Caves Project
NH 7458 5950 Between 21 June and 3 July 2010 the
Rosemarkie Caves Project undertook an excavation at
Caird’s Cave, near Rosemarkie, on the Black Isle. It has long
been suspected that this cave was the one excavated by Dr
William Maclean and Colonel William Hall between 1907
and 1912, but their excavation was not published and no
primary records survive that directly relate their excavations
to Caird’s Cave. Maclean and Hall’s excavations yielded an
important assemblage of bone working debris and bone
tools, including an exceptionally fine amber inlaid pin, which
after Maclean’s death was donated to the NMS by his widow,
Louisa. Maclean initially believed his discoveries to date
from the Palaeolithic, but an obituary published in the RossShire Journal on 12 December 1930 suggests the finds were
Mesolithic. These dates are conjecture and the amber inlaid
pin is currently considered to date from the 8th or early 9th
centuries AD (S Foster pers. comm.). It is, however, unclear
how the amber inlaid pin related to the other archaeological
remains that were identified. More recently in 1992, the
construction of a footpath disturbed the remains of a ‘stone
age midden’ in front of the cave, indicating that some
archaeological remains were present at the cave.
The current excavation programme was designed to clarify
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three key issues:
• if Caird’s Cave was excavated by Maclean and Hall
• the extent of any previous excavations
• the date, character and state of preservation of any
surviving archaeological deposits.
To these ends, five excavation trenches were opened within
and around Caird’s Cave. These excavations revealed that
the cave had previously been extensively excavated, and
artefacts recovered indicate this occurred in the early 20th
century. These excavations removed c70m³ of deposits from
the cave’s interior and created a large spoil heap in front of
the cave; the latter is likely to be the ‘midden’ disturbed in
the 1990s. The spoil heap was composed of redeposited talus
and occupation deposits rich in charcoal and marine shell.
A plain bone pin and bone working debris comparable to
material held in the Maclean Collection were also recovered.
The current excavators are therefore confident that they have
located the site of Maclean and Hall’s excavation.
The excavations also revealed the presence of in situ
stratified deposits within the NE half of the cave. These
deposits were comparable to the material in the spoil heap
and yielded a further bone pin. Three radiocarbon dates
were obtained from bone and charcoal present within this
sequence. These dates indicate the base of the stratigraphic
sequence dates from the 4th or 3rd century BC, while the top
of the sequence dates from the 2nd or 3rd century AD. This
indicates higher deposits, of Early Historic and later date,
were entirely removed by Maclean and Hall’s excavation.
Additional dating on worked bone and antler artefacts from
Maclean’s collection provided evidence of activity in the
2nd or 3rd century AD, 7th or 8th century AD and the postmedieval/modern periods.
Beyond the spoil heap a small stone structure was
investigated. This structure exhibited several construction
phases, but no clear ground-plan could be discerned. The
use of lime mortar in the first phase indicates the structure
probably dates from the 19th or early 20th century.
Archive: Rosemarkie Caves Project (currently) and NMS (intended)
Funder: Highland Council Black Isle Ward Discretionary Fund,
Highland LEADER 2007-13, The Cromarty Firth Port Authority,
The Cromarty Trust, Groam House Museum, Fortrose and
Rosemarkie Common Good Fund, Workers’ Education Association
(North Highland Local Association), Mr Neil MacKinnon and
Mr Donald Cameron

Marine Terrace, Rosemarkie
Evaluation
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NH 7376 5763 A 17% evaluation was carried out in April
2011 on a proposed residential site at 5 Marine Terrace. The
site had formerly been a private garden, which had been
buried beneath 0.75–1.4m of topsoil during the creation
of a retaining wall at the rear of the site in the mid-1900s.
Underlying the redeposited soil was the original topsoil layer
which contained the remains of a 19th-century midden pit
holding fragments of late 19th-century pottery, a fragment of
clay pipe, broken glass fragments, a broken buckle (pewter
or brass), an iron hinge, glass beads, a button, and two
upholstery nails (one set into a wooden object).
Predating the midden was an early ground surface, a
drainage ditch and associated cobbled surface, and three
pits. The edges of the drainage ditch had been lined with
stone and the remains of a cobbled surface extended from
its N side. The ditch was filled with 0.48m of silt, which
contained a significant amount of animal bone (mostly
horse) and some iron rivets/nails at the base. A sub-circular

pit containing loosely packed medium-large beach cobbles
and soil with some mortar, animal bone and one iron nail
was uncovered at the E end of the ditch. The function of this
0.9m diameter pit, which was sectioned to a depth of 0.35m,
remains unclear.

Drainage ditch during excavation, Marine Terrace

The second elongated sub-oval pit contained animal
bone, sherds of burnt glass, one iron rivet and mortar. Its
function remains unclear, although the presence of burnt
glass suggests that it may have contained midden material,
whilst the presence of the iron rivets suggests it may have
been contemporary with the ditch and cobbled surface. The
overall quantity of iron nails/rivets found within the deposits
suggests that some type of joinery work, such as boat repair,
may have been taking place on the site in the mid- to late
18th century.
The final oval pit which measured 2.2m long by 1.2m wide
was located in the NE corner of the site. The pit had been
cut directly into the natural sand subsoil and the base and
sides of it filled with black soil/silt containing some stone,
charcoal and charred wood fragments. At the very centre of
the pit, with half a metre of space on either side, the partial
remains of a small horse had been set into soft pink clay.
Specialist analysis of the animal bone indicated that the skull
and most of the torso had been buried in the pit, but that
the legs and feet were absent. As the bones of the lower legs
and feet of a horse are particularly compact and dense it was
considered unlikely that they had decomposed. There was
very little evidence of butchery on the remaining bones, but
it is possible that the missing bone may have been removed
for a specific purpose such as making glue or feeding dogs.
Photographs of a bottle base recovered from the fill of the pit
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were examined by a glass specialist, who has indicated that
the appearance of the kick and belling in the bottle suggest
it dates to AD c1750. This correlates with the 18th-century
ceramic pan tiles that were also recovered from the fill.
Other contexts on the site also contained animal bone
(horse, sheep, cat, dog, cattle, fish and bird). The horse bone
consisted of bone primarily from the legs and feet; however,
it was not possible to tell if the bones came from the horse in
the pit deposit. The horse burial was very unusual and there
are no recorded medieval or post-medieval horse burials or
horse butchery sites on the Highland HER. The care and
deliberation with which the animal had been buried does
suggest there was some importance attached to it.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Jim Gaitens

Ness Gap, Fortrose
Evaluation
Nuala C Marshall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 7329 5651 An evaluation was undertaken 20–21
September 2010 on Phase 1a and 1b of a proposed housing
development off Ness Road. A total of seven trenches were
excavated but no significant archaeological features, deposits
or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Tulloch Homes Ltd

Ness Gap, Fortrose
Evaluation
Nuala C Marshall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NH 7329 5651 An evaluation was undertaken 21 September
2010–18 Februay 2011 on Areas B–G of a proposed housing
development off Ness Road. A total of 50 trenches were
excavated and revealed a range of prehistoric features,
including an urned cremation, a stone cist with a Bronze Age
Food Vessel and a further possible cist. The cist and possible
cist were close together but the urned cremation, which had
been badly truncated by ploughing, was located almost 200m
to the E.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Tulloch Homes Ltd

Sleat
Crofts 6 and 7 Tokavaig
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 6050 1230 (centred on) A desk-based assessment and
walkover survey were undertaken 23 October–12 November
2010 in advance of a proposed woodland management
scheme. The work was undertaken to assess the nature
and extent of any archaeology likely to be affected by the
scheme and to inform recommendations for the protection
and management of any sites. The following new sites were
recorded during fieldwork.
Dry stone buildings were recorded at the following
locations: NG 60452 12623; NG 60224 12176; NG 60221
12156; NG 60250 12134; NG 60241 12117; NG 60586 11963;
NG 60570 11966; NG 60602 11923; NG 60607 11764; NG
60625 12001 and NG 60768 12045.
Dry stone walls were recorded at NG 60467 12500; NG
60541 12058; NG 60593 12055; NG 60573 12085 and NG
60628 11872.
Houses were recorded at NG 60561 12645; NG 60561 12619;
NG 60652 12106 and NG 60819 12021.
Turf enclosure banks were recorded at NG 60429 12394
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and NG 60290 12366.
Clearance cairns were recorded at NG 60381 11961; NG
60558 11973; NG 60969 12073 and NG 60646 11765.
Road/tracks were recorded at NG 60512 12018; NG 60868
12009 and NG 60856 12017.
A boundary dyke was recorded at NG 61114 12310 and turf
and a stone head dyke at NG 60934 11914.
Turf and stone enclosure walls were recorded at NG 60677
11872; NG 60976 12116; NG 60944 11974 and NG 60413
12390.
An enclosure was recorded at NG 60557 12673, a dry stone
enclosure at NG 60538 12002, a turf and stone enclosure at
NG 60714 11731 and a dry stone wall/enclosure at NG 60800
12015.
A stone jetty was recorded at NG 60513 12638; a boundary
wall at NG 60452 12582; a concrete platform at NG 60561
11996; a quarry at NG 60580 11943; a byre at NG 60578
11947; a turf building at NG 60672 11736; a turf and stone
building at NG 60845 12035; rig and furrow cultivation at NG
60961 12092 and a stone wall at NG 60834 11971.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Dorothy Jackson

Kilbeg, Sleat
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 6410 0700 (centred on) and NG 6300 0550 A desk-based
assessment and walkover survey were carried out 21 October
2010–22 February 2011, in advance of a woodland creation
scheme. The work was undertaken to assess the nature
and extent of any archaeology likely to be affected by the
scheme and to inform recommendations for the protection
and management of any sites.
The survey identified a significant number of new sites
including 38 farmsteads/houses, 11 byres/bothies, 11 small
enclosures and kale yards, 1 corn-drying kiln, 83 shielings, 1
possible still, 15 large field enclosures, 84 field boundaries/
dykes and 36 areas of rig and furrow cultivation. The majority
of these structures had been constructed from turf, with only
a small proportion of the farmsteads and shielings built from
stone. The only prehistoric site was a hut circle.
The survey of the area has revealed a complex of small
settlements, individual farmsteads and houses, and their
associated ancillary buildings, enclosures and cultivation
plots, possibly relating to several phases of occupation and the
use of the wider landscape through transhumance activities.
The location of some of the farmsteads and more nucleated
areas of settlement appear to relate to the abandoned and
cleared townships of Leanigarry, Ostaigmhor and Ostaigbeg,
which had been identified from estate and OS maps.
The large numbers of shieling structures identified within
the survey areas at Kilbeg indicate the important role of the
transhumance economy. While often considered as ancillary
to the main townships, it is clear that shielings should be
considered an equally important counterpart to the main
settlements.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Clan Donald Estates, Armadale, Skye

Snizort
29–30 Borve
Desk-based assessment, walkover survey and watching brief
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 45628 47637 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, 26–30 August 2011, in advance of groundworks
relating to the construction of a house and associated
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developments at 29-30 Borve. The site was considered
sensitive as important prehistoric and historic remains have
previously been recorded in the surrounding area, including a
possible souterrain and associated features 25m to the NW of
the development site. The walkover survey recorded two turf
and stone boundary dykes but no additional archaeological
features or deposits were recorded.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Mr Robert MacRae

Strath
Broadford Medical Centre
Desk-based assessment, watching brief and excavation
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 64133 23915 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken, 25 July–20 August 2011, in advance of
development works for a new medical centre at High Road,
Broadford. The site was considered sensitive as important
historic and archaeological remains have previously been
recorded in the surrounding area, including the Neolithic
chambered tomb of Liveras, which is located to the SE. The
discovery of significant archaeological remains and deposits
during the watching brief led to the complete excavation of
the features.
The major features excavated were located on a gravel ridge
to the NW of the Liveras chambered cairn at c22m above OD.
A large spread of medium to large-sized water-worn cobbles
were identified at the highest point of the ridge, but displayed
no particular shape or form. However, underlying the cairnlike material a stone-lined channel was located running
NW–SE and was capped by flat stone slabs up to 0.8m long.
The channel below the slabs measured up to 0.35m wide
and 0.2m high and appeared to represent a drain, although
the function of such a feature on the crest of a well drained
gravel ridge remains open to interpretation. A series of small
stone-lined postholes were revealed below the cairn material,
which had been cut through an underlying surface that
displayed evidence of burning (possible woodland clearance
and burning). The only small find recovered from this feature
was a single lithic.

Broadford Medical Centre – View SE into the entrance of the souterrain with
one of the grain-storage pits to the left

Three large pits were excavated to the S and SE of the
possible denuded cairn, which had been cut into the
underlying gravel deposits. The pits were circular in plan (up
to 1.4m in diameter) and up to 1.3m deep. In the base of
the pits we found organic residues and burnt plant remains
including barley, along with orange ash deposits. The pits
had been backfilled in prehistory with fire-cracked stone
and larger boulders, while one of the pits had subsequently
been used to house a grain drying kiln. The kiln displayed
at least three different phases of use and we recovered large
samples of burnt barley from the associated contexts. The
archaeological deposits sealing the kiln produced Iron Age
ceramics and two sherds of incised Beaker.

Broadford Medical Centre – Post-excavation image of the stone-lined grave

One of the pits had been truncated by the cut for a
stone-lined souterrain, which was aligned NW–SE and
measured around 10.5m long. An entrance ramp at the NW
provided access to the souterrain, the slightly curved shape
terminating in an oval-shaped stone-built cell. The terminal
cell was constructed as a modification to the souterrain,
which also increased the overall length of the feature. The
lintels or roof for the structure had already been removed
and the entire feature backfilled with stone and sediments,
but the stone-built walls were complete and measured up to
1.4m high. Floor deposits were exposed and sampled in the
base of the souterrain, above which we excavated primary
backfill deposits containing what appears to be Middle Iron
Age ceramics. Above the backfill a second archaeological
horizon was identified, possibly indicating a secondary use
of the feature. The remains of a large ceramic pot consisting
of a globular-shaped vessel with a flat base and flaring high
rim was also recovered from this horizon. Two cordons had
been applied to the outside of the pot, one at the widest part
of the vessel, the other in the narrowing of the neck. Using
typological comparisons, the pot dates to between the 4th and
7th centuries AD. Finally, the souterrain had been backfilled
to the wall-heads with a mixture of mainly sterile sediments
and large boulders.
Located around 10m to the SE of the souterrain terminal
chamber the capstone for a stone-lined grave (cist) was
revealed. Lifting of the capstone revealed a sterile gravel and
silt fill, below which two flat stones were uncovered. These
stones may have been associated with the original capping
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of the cist, as we found directly below them the broken and
crushed remains of two Beaker pots. Unfortunately, it appears
that if there had originally been a body in the cist, this had
degraded away. A dark stain was present in the base of the
cist, possibly representing the remains of the body and any
organics it may have once contained. These deposits were
sampled extensively for post-excavation analysis.
Several isolated pits were also investigated, which contained
charcoal-rich deposits and stone fills, while one of the pits
also contained a cobble tool. Additional amorphous-shaped
pits containing a black ashy deposit were also excavated
and sampled across the extent of the site, and it is possible
that these features are also associated with forest/scrub
clearance and burning during prehistory. A programme of
post-excavation analysis is now in progress on the samples,
finds and data recovered from the site.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: NHS Highland

4 Kilbride, Broadford
Desk-based assessment, walkover survey and watching brief
Steven Birch – West Coast Archaeological Services
NG 59160 20250 A desk-based assessment, walkover survey
and watching brief were carried out 7–10 August 2011 in
advance of groundworks for a new house. The watching
brief uncovered two discrete archaeological features; a single
pit and the capstone for a possible cist, both located outside
of the main development area. The pit was excavated and
samples recovered for radiocarbon dating, but the potential
cist capstone was not disturbed and mitigation measures
were put in place to safeguard the features during the
developments at the site.
Archive: Highland HER, RCAHMS and WCAS (intended)
Funder: Mrs Alison Dean

Tain
Tain
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NH 7837 8114 An evaluation was carried out 4–7 April 2011
on a proposed retail development site on the outskirts of
Tain. A number of trenches, covering 5% (2750m2) of the
5.5ha site were opened. No significant archaeological finds
or features were recorded.
However, limited recording was undertaken of walls
located on either side of the B9174 road, which belong to
Knockbreck House, and may be affected by the development.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: ASDA Stores Ltd

Tongue
Rhitongue, Sutherland
Watching brief
Lynn Fraser and Mary Peteranna – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NC 60504 59866 A watching brief was carried out on 9 June
2011 on the site of a single house development. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Highland HER
Funder: Peter MacDonald

Urquhart and Glenmoriston
Balnacarn, Glen Moriston
Photographic survey and watching brief
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John Wood – Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
NH 2734 1317 A photographic survey and subsequent
watching brief were undertaken 1 March–18 May 2011 in
advance of the development of a hydro-electric scheme
at Balnacarn. The work focused on the site of the turbine
house and its immediate intake, as these will be located
close to the improved 19th-century farmstead of Balnacarn.
An earlier deserted township lies to the W. A mill lade ran
down to the steading, but there was no evidence of a water
wheel or associated structures and features. No features of
archaeological significance were found apart from a single,
stone-lined drain.
Archive: Highland Archaeology Services Ltd
Funder: Dulas Hydro Generation

Urquhart and Logie Wester
Braes of Conon, Conon Bridge
Evaluation
David McNicol – Headland Archaeology
NH 54897 55198 An evaluation was undertaken 4–15
October 2010 on a proposed residential development site
at Braes of Conon. The excavation of 45 trenches across
the site identified a low density of features. A total of six
features, all in the western half of the site, were identified as
having archaeological potential. A possible trough, similar to
those found associated with burnt mounds was considered
of particular interest. The remaining features were natural
deposits or reflected relatively recent activity, containing
finds dating to the 19th century and later.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: HCAU and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: Cameron and Paterson Homes Ltd

Conon Bridge School, Conon Bridge
Evaluation and excavation
Stuart Farrell
NH 54675 55443 An evaluation was undertaken in November
2010 for a development of a new school with associated
access and services within the existing grounds of Conon
Bridge School. The work revealed a number of archaeological
features, including a group of pits. Excavations in January
2011 revealed a number of other features including a possible
hearth and postholes and a possible corn-drying kiln, though
many of the features had been truncated by 19th-century
ploughing. Post-excavation dating returned a variety of
dates ranging from the Neolithic to the post-medieval for the
features.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Highland HER and RCAHMS

Mulchaich Farm, Ferintosh
Survey
Meryl Marshall – NOSAS
A programme of survey work was undertaken February 2009
to April 2011 on three archaeological sites in the vicinity of
Mulchaich Farm by members of NOSAS.
NH 57966 56957 (centred on) East township A plane table
survey was carried out of this previously recorded township,
which is located in intensively farmed land 400m to the NE
of Mulchaich Farm. It covers an area of 100 x 50m on a NWfacing slope above the Cromarty Firth and has extensive views
towards the town of Dingwall and Ben Wyvis. The remains of
nine buildings, two enclosures and several other features can
be seen as earth or earth and stone banks. The banks range
from between 0.3–0.5m high and 1–1.5m wide. The footings
of some of the buildings have distinct stone edges, whilst
others have substantial earth support on their lower sides.
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Many of the buildings have multiple compartments. A cupmarked stone with 16 cups was found amongst clearance
material to the N of the site
NH 5766 5679 (centred on) Chambered Cairn (NH55NE 2)
A plane table survey of this scheduled chambered cairn, with
two encircling kerbs, was completed by NOSAS members in
April 2011. The inner kerb surrounds the top of the knoll and
is roughly circular, c17m diameter edge to edge; a previously
recorded cup-marked stone is at the S edge of this kerb. The
outer kerb is elliptical and 50m diameter NW–SE, 40m NE–
SW. The stones here are generally smaller than those in the
upper kerb and many have been displaced. The height of
this kerb varies from 0.3–0.5m to 1m although it is barely
discernible in places.
NH 5763 5688 (centred on) West site A plane table survey
was carried out of this previously unrecorded site, which
is located in intensively farmed land to the N of Mulchaich
Farm. It covers 100 x 70m on two steep spurs of ground,
which enclose a marsh and has a NW-facing aspect. The site
consists of the remains of seven buildings, a large enclosure
and several working areas. Six of the seven buildings are
substantial and of similar construction, with the remains of
solid stone footings on substantial turf and stone platforms,
which have up to 1m of underbuild at their lower end. The
wall footings are generally of stone and turf, although in
some places they have double faced stonework with a rubble
core. Two of the six buildings are kilns with barns and two of
the buildings may have opposing entrances.
Oral tradition suggests that this site was a distillery
constructed in the 18th century under the ‘Ferintosh
privilege’. In 1689 Duncan Forbes of Culloden secured the
privilege of distilling whisky free of duty on his Ferintosh
Estate for services rendered to the Crown, his estate had been
sacked by the Jacobites in 1689. There was an immediate
boom in the production of the spirit and Ferintosh whisky
became increasingly popular and important, both because
of its quality and its price. In 1781 there was an outcry from
Lowland distillers against the flood of whisky produced
in Ferintosh. In c1782 a large distillery was constructed
at Ferintosh, but ‘the privilege’ was withdrawn in 1786 to
meet other distillers’ complaints about the injustice of the
competition from Ferintosh whisky. Robert Burns in his poem

‘Scotch Drink’, 1786, devoted a verse to Ferintosh whisky. A
densely populated area, with at least seven large townships
is depicted on Roy’s map of c1750. Neither of the sites at
Mulchaich is shown on the 1st Edition OS survey of 1870.
Archive: Highland HER, local library and RCAHMS

Wick
Nybster Broch
Excavation
Andy Heald, Graeme Cavers and Charlotte Douglas – AOC
Archaeology Group
ND 3702 6314 A community excavation was carried out
at Nybster Broch, over two phases in summer 2011. The
excavations focused on the enclosing rampart and the
adjacent deposits, and latterly on the cellular roundhouses to
the E end of the Nybster promontory.
It was discovered that the enclosing rampart had gone
through at least two phases of construction and modification,
with the original, slighter rampart heavily reinforced and
enhanced by a second phase of building. During this second
phase, the area around the entrance to the site was modified
and a cell constructed within the thickness of the rampart
wall. Finds within this cell included pottery, a saddle quern
and a fragment of a pin mould. After the second phase, when
the rampart had become ruinous, several stone cist-like
structures were dug into the rubble. These features could not
be confirmed as graves, although they resemble cist burials
encountered by antiquarian excavations on other Caithness
brochs. Finds from the fills included a stone pendant, a
copper alloy strip and a crucible fragment.
Excavation to the E of the promontory investigated three
cellular roundhouse structures. The largest of these contained
at least four phases of hearth construction, associated with
several superimposed occupation deposits and flagstone
flooring. In several places, deposits undisturbed by Tress
Barry’s excavations were encountered, and during the
excavation of these a Roman melon bead was recovered.
Other artefacts from these structures included ceramics, a
complete bone pin and a bone knife handle.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund, Highland Leader and Highland Council

View of the cellular roundhouse at Nybster during excavation

119

H i g h l a n d / i n v e r c ly d e
Thrumster Broch
Excavation
John Barber – AOC Archaeology Group
As part of the Yarrows Heritage Project the Yarrows Heritage
Trust embarked on the excavation of the broch at Thrumster.
The excavation was undertaken by volunteers supervised by
AOC, from 4–24 July 2011.
Thrumster Broch is on Thrumster Mains, a sporting estate
in Caithness. Part of the broch was dismantled in the late
18th century for use as a garden feature and, later, to make
way for the construction of a summer house, which still
stands. Records state that human remains were discovered
and subsequently reburied 20 paces from the summer house.
A long-handled weaving comb, presented to the National
Museum in 1783 by Mr Innes of Thrumster is believed to
have come from this site.
Previously unexcavated, the broch was believed to be
solid-walled. However, the structure was found to feature
intra-mural galleries and at least one cell (to the N). The
inner and outer walls each consist of three concentric
layers of stonework. It has previously been believed
that the entranceway had been in the S of the building,
obliterated by the building of the summerhouse. However,
an entranceway, blocked in antiquity, was discovered
in the NW. It was paved with massive stone slabs and
subsequently infilled. The galleries in the N were also
filled with large stones. Fracturing in the wall faces suggest
that this area of the monument had been subjected to
severe structural stresses. It is possible that the resultant
damage led to the infilling of the features in this area and
relocation of the entranceway in an attempt to stabilise
the structure. Disarticulated human remains were found
in the infill of the gallery in the NW of the structure. The
site proved rich in radiocarbon datable remains and the
structural sequence is being explored with a series of
radiocarbon dates.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Highland Leader+, Highland Council, Heritage Lottery
Fund and Scottish Natural Heritage

HIGHLAND/PERTH AND KINROSS
Abertarff, Boleskine, Inverness and Bona,
Kilmallie, Laggan/Dull
Drummond Hill/Dun-da-Lamh/Dun Deardail/Torr Dhuin/
Craig Phadrig
Survey
Magnar Dalland and Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
A topographic survey of five hillforts on Forestry Commission
land was undertaken in September 2010, and completed
in February 2011. The forts surveyed were: Caisteal Mac
Tuathal, Kenmore (NN 7790 4765); Dun da Lamh, Laggan
(NN 5823 9295); Dun Deardail, Fort William (NN 1270 7013);
Tor Dhuin, Fort Augustus (NH 3485 0693) and Craig Phadrig,
Inverness (NH 6400 4528). The survey aimed to produce
plans at a scale of at least 1:1000. Two of the forts, Caisteal
Mac Tuathal and Tor Dhuin are covered by dense bracken
and its removal would significantly improve the appearance
of these forts.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

INVERCLYDE
Greenock
James Watt Dock, Greenock
Watching brief
Donald Wilson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 2994 7553 A watching brief was undertaken on 9 March
2011 during ground-breaking works at James Watt Dock. The
site had been identified as being archaeologically sensitive
and potentially contained earlier dock features/surfaces
and pre-industrial archaeological remains. The small area of
ground-breaking works that was monitored revealed a brick
constructed culvert that contained a number of cast-iron
pipes and modern cables. This culvert was considered to be
part of the 1870’s dock construction. No other significant
archaeological finds or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: James Watt Dock LLP

Port Glasgow
Newark Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 3282 7452 A watching brief was maintained on 19
January 2011 during the excavation of a small trench for the
installation of a new stair in the wine cellar of the N range
of Newark Castle. This small hole confirmed that the stair at
the N end of the chamber sits over at least two more courses
of masonry. Despite the fact that this range is thought to be
a late 16th-century building, overlying the traces of an early
15th-century hall-like structure, the infill and the possibility
of the stair being cut within an earlier wall suggest that the
N wall of this room may predate the late 16th-century reworking. It is difficult to see why the floor level has been so
radically raised, unless it was to rationalise a new general
floor level for the passage and stair arrangement at ground
floor level for the new range, which incorporated parts of
the hall-like structure. All thresholds respect the newly raised
floor level.
Stone lamp/bowl in situ at Thrumster Broch
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Borthwick
Temple Quarry, North Middleton
Evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 351 583 A 10% evaluation consisting of 16 trenches
was undertaken 24–25 August 2011 prior to development
of the 1.3ha site. The evaluation recorded no significant
archaeological remains. The 19th-century trackway known
as ‘Halkerston’ (NT35NE 47) that was thought to cross the
NW end of the site may have been ploughed out, or be so
ephemeral that it has left no significant physical remains.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (East) Ltd

Lasswade
Mavisbank House
Watching brief
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 2888 6501 A watching brief undertaken 8–10 September
2010 during ground-breaking works at the site of new house
recorded no features or finds of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Harley Weston

Lasswade High School
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar and Charlie Morris – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 30259 64906 A 5% evaluation consisting of 21 trenches,
totaling 2048m2, was undertaken on 1–8 August 2011 prior
to a school development. No significant archaeological
features or artefacts were recorded.

Seafield Road, Bilston
Evaluation
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 26260 65080 An evaluation was carried out 12–20
September 2011 in advance of a residential development
on land N of Seafield Road. A desk-based assessment
undertaken in 2009 had indicated that a cist, a
nonconformist meeting house and two buildings may have
been present within the area. Trial trenching identified
numerous field drains and a few vestigial traces of rig
and furrow cultivation, but did not identify any features,
deposits or finds of archaeological significance.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Bam Construction Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Taylor Wimpey East Scotland

Cranston

Penicuik

Cruden Housing, Cousland
Desk-based assessment and evaluation
Ian Suddaby and Helena Gray – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 37769 68225 A desk-based assessment and evaluation
were undertaken, 27 October–1 November 2010, prior to a
residential development on a greenfield site in Cousland
village. The site was located immediately to the S of
Cousland Castle and a later walled garden. A total of 11
trenches, totalling 595.5m2 (10% of the development area)
were excavated. The evaluation revealed linear ditches,
pits, stone drains and soil deposits containing exclusively
medieval finds.

Penicuik House
Watching brief
Jenni Morrison – Addyman Archaeology
NT 21726 59208 A programme of archaeological monitoring,
recording and excavation has been ongoing in 2011 as part
of a long term project to stabilise and conserve Penicuik
House. This year archaeological recording focused on
drawing the interior elevations of the two principal central
areas of the house. Details of the internal layout of the
central part of the house were revealed, including a section
with a timber floor, a fireplace and plastered walls. The
basement appears to have been for storage, with brick
areas and stone shelves for the storage of barrels. To the
E of the main hall a number of ceramic and metal flues
were revealed in a badly damaged section of wall. These
appeared to connect to the boiler found in the sub-basement
excavated last year. A detailed record was made of the flues
before the wall was reinstated.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Cemex UK Operations Ltd

Cockpen/Lasswade

Archive: East Lothian Council SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Cruden Homes (East) Ltd

Crichton
Crichton
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NT 38 62 A heavily-worn Anglo-Saxon strap end with a
zoomorphic terminal was found by metal detecting near
Crichton. It is of 9th-century date.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 56/11), allocated to NMS

Dalkeith
Orchard View, Eskbank
Evaluation and geophysical survey
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 320 668 An evaluation was undertaken 14–21 February
2011 on the site of a proposed residential development. The
evaluation consisted of trial trenching of a 10% sample
(4000m2) of the 4ha site and a fluxgate gradiometer and
resistivity survey. The evaluation recorded widely spaced
rig and furrow crossing the site on a N–S alignment.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Penicuik House Preservation Trust

Temple
Temple House
Geophysical survey and excavation
David Connolly – Connolly Heritage Consultancy/Edinburgh
Archaeological Field Society – on behalf of Celtic Wireless
NT 31737 58650 Investigations begun in 2010 (DES 2011, 107)
continued 29 June–3 July 2011. Geophysics was extended
over the areas to the W and N of the monument and an
investigation of the mound to the E of the Temple gateway
showed it contained standing walls beneath demolition
rubble up to a height of 2.1m. An internal surface was
reached that showed the house had lain open to the
elements prior to demolition. The stair tower uncovered in
2010 was fully exposed and was clearly a later extension,
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containing masonry from Temple Church. The gateway
with a chamfered decoration on the arch was dated to the
12th or 13th century, with a Hospitaller shield (of likely
15th-century date) overcut on the keystone. The entire
structure was removed from Temple Church in the mid17th century by Stephen Boyd, who occupied Temple House
and extended and remodelled the church at this time. Test
trenches outside the boundary wall recorded little activity,
other than later coal dumps and general levelling.

were left intact for future researchers.
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Archive: Connolly Heritage Consultancy and RCAHMS
Funder: Connolly Heritage Consultancy

MORAY
Birnie
Birnie
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 210 585 Small-scale excavation was undertaken at the
later prehistoric settlement of Birnie (DES 2010, 108–9
with further references) to clarify loose ends from the
long-running excavations; a rather larger scale evaluation
exercise took place to the S of the main site in advance
of renewed agricultural work. This work was carried out
between 17–28 April and 8–22 May 2011.
Further work in parts of the trench AL roundhouse (DES
2010, 109) clarified the nature of late activity within the
abandoned house, with the discovery of a hearth full of
hammerscale from blacksmithing; an intact iron fire-shovel
was found in an adjacent pit. The interior of the trench
AH roundhouse (DES 2010, 109) was re-examined to clarify
its construction; the structural post-ring was successfully
identified, along with evidence of earlier and later activity
on this stance.
An area immediately to the S of the known site was
examined in advance of intensified agricultural activity
(trench AX). The results showed that ancient activity had
stretched beyond the higher parts of the sandy terrace
into this area. A thin scatter of features was revealed
and the majority sampled. Key features included a small
post-ring roundhouse (the post-ring 6.0m in diameter),
another blacksmith’s pit full of hammerscale, an unlined
corn-drying kiln with a stone baffle wall between bowl
and flue, and a segmented shallow ditch. This ran beyond
the trench edge, but was overlain in one area by a large
stone, 1.6m long. Immediately S of this lay a stone-packed
hole, probably for the recumbent stone, and indicating it
was once a standing stone – an unexpected find in an area
which has seen such extensive agricultural improvement.
Reports: Can be accessed by typing ‘birnie’ into the search
engine at http://repository.nms.ac.uk/
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Birnie
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 2084 5851 Work was completed, 8–22 May 2011, on the
corn-drying kiln exposed in an old sand quarry (DES 2010,
110). Careful excavation of the charred timbers revealed
structural relationships between them, a number of
pegged joints, and remains of the kiln mat with substantial
quantities of charred grain. The stone-built bowl of the kiln
had a carefully laid floor; the first part of the flue, where
the fire was set, had a clay-lined base, with a less well-built
passage leading to it. A quarter of the deposits in the bowl
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Corn-drying kiln at end of excavation, Birnie

Birnie Kirk
Standing building recording
Alan Braby and Tanja Romankiewicz
NJ 20654 58718 A building survey of Birnie Kirk, 8–22 May
2011, clarified its complex building history and revealed
more of the medieval fabric than had been anticipated,
including what is possibly a blocked piscina.
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Castlehill
Fieldwalking
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 217 579 The ploughing of a field known as Castlehill, to
the E of Birnie, for the first time in over decade provided
the opportunity for fieldwalking on 22 May 2011. The place
name has been linked to a bishop’s palace, although in
the mid-19th century the Rev. George Gordon recorded that
the name had been transferred from another farm (New
Statistical Account 13, Elginshire, 85). This was confirmed
by the sparsity of medieval material from the site, although
the farmer reported that large stone slabs had been found
when it was last ploughed. Unexpected evidence of later
prehistoric activity was found in the form of a few pot
sherds, suggesting a settlement site on this low rise.
Funder: National Museums Scotland

Paddockhaugh
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 2065 5864 A series of trenches was excavated, 8–22 May
2011, down the northern slopes of the hill on which Birnie
Kirk sits, to complement similar work on the southern
slopes (DES 2009, 123; 2010, 110). Extensive hillwash was
sterile in the upper layers but included cultural material
in its lower layers, and masked some features cut into
subsoil. There was no substantial ditch around the hill,
but a shallow scoop filled with peat suggests deliberate
manipulation of the base of the hill to create a water-filled
boundary in which peat subsequently formed.
Funder: National Museums Scotland
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Boharm

Boharm/Keith

Ben Aigan
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s
management strategy to recognise and safeguard sites
in advance of timber operations that may be potentially
damaging to the archaeological resource. The following
features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 2947 4756 – NJ 2949 4749 – NJ 2946 4747 – NJ 2943
4754 Arndilly Very large piles of stones, too many for a
single farmstead, appear to represent the remains of several
substantial structures. Due to the high level of destruction
very few defining edges could be seen. A possible well, with
an associated drainage channel and small dam were noted
at the SE corner of the site. This area is depicted as heavily
wooded on the 1st Edition OS map. The remains appear to be
defined, on their W side, by the dyke noted below.
NJ 2939 4759 – NJ 2947 4747 Arndilly An earth and stone
dyke is not shown on the 1st Edition OS map. The S end
of the dyke joins the boundary noted below and appears to
define the limit of the settlement remains noted above.
NJ 2935 4739 – NJ 2956 4749 Arndilly A boundary bank
follows the line of a trackway depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map and is aligned with the present field boundary and
a track to the SW. The boundary may have been associated
with the settlement and linear boundary noted above. It
appears to follow the top of the steep scarp overlooking the
Burn of Arndilly.
NJ 2934 4745 – NJ 2944 4751 Arndilly A lynchetted
trackway appears to have been reused for recent forestry
work. It has been cut by the forest boundary on its W side,
which suggests it predates this boundary. The ploughing of
the adjacent field has removed all trace of the track beyond
the forest. The track would have run to the settlement
remains noted above and is not depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map.
NJ 2962 4743 Burn of Bogmuck The remains of one side
and two ends of the westerly of two buildings depicted
on the 1st Edition OS map survive on the corner of fields
overlooking a steep scarp. The remains suggest the building
had an internal length of c12m.

Rosarie
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to
the archaeological resource. The following features were
recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3480 4762 Corbiehole A farmstead, depicted as ruined on
the 1st Edition OS map survives as footings, 32 x 5m externally.
Remnants of associated enclosure dykes were also noted.
NJ 3470 4833 Ardoch Wood A very denuded bank running
at 290° probably relates to land use prior to the planting of
Ardoch Wood.
NJ 3454 4830 Ardoch Wood A substantial, but highly
denuded curving bank, appears to represent an early
boundary. This feature, which cuts off the corner of the later
wood, is not shown on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 3531 4896 Hillhead A small building, presumably a
cottage, is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map, when it stood
within Hillhead Wood. It measures c7 x 4m externally, but is
barely visible beneath brash and regenerating scrub.
NJ 3700 4975 Tauchers Wood A large quarry is situated on
the hillside within Tauchers Wood, but not noted on the 1st
Edition OS map.
NJ 3686 4986 Tauchers Wood The end of a hollow-way,
which heads in the direction of the quarry noted above was
recorded at this location.
NJ 3841 4910 Auchanacie A farmstead depicted as
unroofed on the 1st Edition OS map appears to have consisted
of three cells, measuring c9 x 4m; 11 x 4m and 11 x 3.5m
internally E–W. The westernmost appears to have gone out
of use before the others or to have been constructed in a less
robust manner.
NJ 3835 4956 Auchanacie An embankment extends along
the E side of the Burn of Rosarie before turning towards the
possible remnants of a dam on the W side. If joined, the
bank and dam would have contained a substantial volume
of water. A lade leaves the burn a few metres to the N and
this ‘pool’ may have served as a reservoir. This feature is not
depicted on the 1st Edition OS map, though another dam is
noted along the lade to the N.
NJ 3874 4957 Auchanacie The overgrown remains of the
footings of a building, depicted as unroofed on the 1st Edition
OS map.
NJ 3878 4885 Auchanacie The overgrown remains of a
substantial farmstead. This is depicted on the 1st Edition OS
map, but appears to have gone out of use by the time of the
2nd Edition in 1896. It might be related to the probably earlier
remains noted below.
NJ 3874 4880 Auchanacie The scattered debris of structures
survive SW of the farmstead noted above. What seems to be
a small kiln sits beside a denuded dyke. Nothing is noted in
this location on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 3887 4876 Auchanacie An enclosure, c3.5 x 3.5m, with
external building platform as depicted on the 1st Edition OS
map. A lack of building debris suggests that the building
was wooden or made of some other less robust material. An
entrance halfway along its SW side presumably opened onto
a track that linked it with the farmsteads on either side of it.
The narrow width of the entrance and the construction of
the walls suggest that the enclosure may have been used for
stock control.
NJ 3894 4865 Auchanacie A substantial farmstead complex
that was still upstanding in the 1920s. More remains survive

Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Ben Aigan 1
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s
management strategy to recognise and safeguard sites
in advance of timber operations that may be potentially
damaging to the archaeological resource. The following
features were recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 3247 4836 Oldtown A series of structural remains
exist on the site of the derelict farmstead shown on the
1st Edition OS map. One building, which lies outside the
forestry plantation, measured c4 x 10m externally. Further
structural remains of probable buildings exist in the dense
woodland, but have been badly damaged by ploughing.
NJ 3415 5059 Cummings Wood An area of extensive
slate quarries. This type of slate is seen on old cottages in
the area.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

123

M o r ay

than are depicted on the 1st Edition OS map, and although
some post-date this period, the remains suggest that the
farmstead had existed for a considerable period of time.
NJ 3883 4938 Auchanacie This farmstead, like that above,
also appears to have survived, though in a reduced form,
into the 1920s. However, by this time it seems to have been
reduced to a single roadside building. A 19th-century dam
survives to the S of the building.
NJ 3881 4975 Hyndstack The dam belonging to this
farmstead is still evident, and appears as depicted on the
1st Edition OS map. However, the buildings of this small
courtyard farmstead are covered by dense undergrowth and
their condition is hard to gauge.
NJ 3859 4983 Auchanacie A large pile of stones of
various sizes lies just within the wood by a gate to adjoining
farmland. The debris is on the E side of a woodland bank and
trackway as depicted on the 1st Edition OS map. This area is
shown on the map as a disused enclosure. Its position by a
locally important track would have made it a reasonable site
for a small cottage.
NJ 3949 4937 Jocksleys School The footings of the school
and its enclosure survive as depicted on the 1st Edition OS
map, though covered in dense vegetation. The school is not
depicted on the 2nd Edition OS map of 1896 and was clearly
out of use by that time.
NJ 3959 4951 Jocksleys A short section of almost invisible
bank lies at the S extremity of what is depicted as a disused
field on the 1st Edition OS map. The bank which runs at 20° is
on a different alignment to an old track and the surrounding
field boundaries and therefore may predate them. There is
the suggestion of a further and parallel bank c17m to the SE.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

NJ 131 675 A geophysical survey by Tessa Poller of Glasgow
University revealed a previously unknown later prehistoric
settlement in an area where various stray finds had been
made. An excavation was carried out, 24 July–7 August 2011,
to investigate and characterise the site. One trench confirmed
the presence of a substantial ring ditch roundhouse with a
complex subsequent history; two (perhaps originally three)
orthostats were set up around its margin and a dark soil layer
was deposited in which were found two steatite lamps, an
iron knife and an iron dagger. Over this was a stone building
platform associated with an extensive and well preserved
cobbled spread. A cup-marked stone had been reused in
the building platform. Other finds from this trench included
a Romano-British trumpet brooch and a Roman Iron Age
massive-style openwork finger ring.
An area with unclear geophysical signals proved to
have a series of stone-founded structures with very
shallow foundations. This included the robbed remains of
a substantial stone slab floor with a hearth and an earlier
vestigial sub-rectangular building with remains of a hearth,
but with shallow stone foundations at one end only. These
structures lay in an old soil layer which overlay a series
of negative features, including ard marks. Finds from the
palaeosoil included a Guido class 8 yellow glass bead and an
iron projecting ring-headed pin.
An area of very high remnant magnetism proved to be an
industrial area towards the edge of the site. A small trench
produced substantial quantities of iron-smelting slag and
bog ore, a series of stone-built hearths, and heavily vitrified
crucible sherds from non-ferrous metalworking.
Preservation is good (including bone survival) on account
of the preserved ancient soils; post-medieval sand-blows over
this area increased the soil depth, and modern agriculture
has had a relatively limited impact.

Dallas

Funder: National Museums Scotland, Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland and Ian Keillar

Lonehill, Dallas
Walkover survey
Mary Peteranna and Lynn Fraser – Ross and Cromarty
Archaeological Services
NJ 08676 51061 A walkover survey of an area of proposed
native woodland on 20 September 2011 on the Knockando
Estate recorded five sites. These included a line of grouse butts,
a small turf structure and a cluster of clearance cairns. Three
new sites consisting of structures and features associated with
transhumance and estate activities were also recorded.
NJ 08846 50733 Peat cuttings An area, which has been
extensively cut for peat, probably linked to a settlement by
the disused tracks depicted on current mapping.
NJ 09294 51216 Turf structure, possible shieling A grasscovered turf and stone U-shaped structure, 4m wide by 5m
long, over walls spread 1–1.5m and standing up to 0.7m high.
NJ 09353 51427 Clearance cairns Several low stone cairns
were located under a dense area of gorse and several conifers
(c20 x 8m). The cairns consisted of different types of medium
to large stones. The absence of any visible structural evidence
suggests that they probably represent the remains of earlier
clearance cairns.

Clarkly Hill
Metal detector and fieldwalking finds
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
NJ 13 67 Metal detecting and fieldwalking around Clarkly
Hill produced an Iron Age button and loop fastener, two
copper alloy punches (perhaps of Late Bronze Age date),
two cobble tools, and a range of early medieval metalwork,
including strap ends, a spur and a Scandinavian-style birdshaped mount.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 31/11, 34/11), allocated to Elgin Museum

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Aberdeenshire Council SMR
Funder: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

Duffus
Clarkly Hill
Excavation
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
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Elgin
Croy, Pluscarden
Watching brief
Stuart Farrell – Alba Archaeology (Highland) Ltd
NJ 1649 5751 No features of archaeological significance
were discovered during a watching brief undertaken, 29
August–16 September 2011, in an area of rough pasture prior
to the development of a single house plot.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Moray SMR
Funder: LDN Architects

Elgin
Evaluation and excavation
Martin Cook and Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NJ 2188 6094 A 10% sample evaluation was undertaken 22
November–7 December 2010 prior to development of two
residential plots, R9 and R10, on a 10.78ha greenfield site
on the outskirts of Elgin. A series of possible cropmark sites
had been identified from aerial photographs (NJ26SW 158)
and the evaluation trenches were placed to investigate these
cropmarks. No features were found in area R10 and although
four pits were encountered in R9, they contained only a few
charcoal fragments. An expansion of the trenches around
the pits failed to reveal further features and no significant
artefacts were recovered from either the four pit features or
topsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Springfield Properties Ltd

Grange
Sillyearn
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to
the archaeological resource. The following features were
recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 5208 5356 – NJ 5217 5353 – NJ 5223 5360 – NJ 5213
5365 Sillyearn A cairn field, containing cairns up to 5m
in diameter. The presence of undergrowth prevented a full
assessment of its extent but it may be a continuation of the
cairn field previously recorded c300m to the N.
NJ 5211 5335 – NJ 5212 5365 Sillyearn A hollow-way
running from the corner of the wood appears to cut through
the cairn field noted above. A smaller ‘branch’ from the main
track heads W. The lower end of the main track is quite
substantial and may have been recently reused.
NJ 5211 5337 – NJ 5203 5337 Sillyearn A narrow and
winding hollow-way appears to connect with the larger track
noted above.
NJ 5216 5354 Sillyearn A short length of denuded dyke
may be related to the cairn field noted above. The presence
of dense turf and the poor preservation of the dyke prevented
a full interpretation.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Grange/Rathven
Aultmore
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management

strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to
the archaeological resource. The following features were
recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4608 5928 Black Hill The remains of well defined peat
heads, which may have been used by Whitestripe Farmstead
(see below). The 1st Edition OS map shows a track leading
from them to the farmstead.
NJ 4535 5895 Whitestripe Extensive remains of
Whitestripe Farmstead, as depicted on the 1st Edition OS
map. The remains of the stoke hole, flue and boiler chamber
for a steam engine, presumably used to drive a small mill,
are well preserved.
NJ 4545 5886 Whitestripe Clearance remains lie to the S of
Whitestripe Farmstead, they are outside its fields and appear
as depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 4376 5910 Black Bourock A dressed boundary stone,
not sitting on any boundary, appears as noted on the 1st
Edition OS map. A further stone depicted as lying by a track
farther E was not found.
NJ 4440 5903 Lady’s Bridge A boundary stone shown on
the 1st Edition OS map sits just W of a long distance route
across Aultmore.
NJ 4418 5916 Stony Slacks Possible remains of rig and
furrow has a wavelength of 8–10m and is aligned with the
present FC boundary.
NJ 4284 5783 Gateside An enclosure depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map is difficult to distinguish.
NJ 4632 5731 Deerhill A farmstead, consisting of a house
and possible byre, as depicted on the 1st Edition OS map. A
structure shown to the SW of the main buildings was not
seen.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Keith
Balloch
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to
the archaeological resource. The following features were
recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 4630 5001 – NJ 4629 4986 (A) and NJ 4630 5003 – NJ
4677 5030 (B) Crofts of Ardrone Two drainage channels (A
and B) positioned c30m apart were probably designed to
prevent water from the hill draining onto the field below.
Channel A is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map, channel
B to the S is not depicted and was probably out of use by
that time.
NJ 4594 4930 – NJ 4608 4919 Wester Herricks A slight
bank appears to be a field boundary, suggesting that the area
was cultivated prior to the improvement period.
NJ 4600 4906 Wester Herricks Two parallel hollow-ways
are cut by a modern track at this point. They appear to be
heading towards Wester Herricks and are also cut by the later
woodland perimeter bank.
NJ 4597 4887 – NJ 4588 4862 – NJ 4587 4862 Easter
Herricks A substantial fairly straight bank and drain
presumably built to demarcate and drain fields. The N end
has a substantial mound on its W side (NJ 4590 4870). It was
not possible to tell if this was structural or simply a product
of construction. At its S end the feature turns 90° to the W.
NJ 4585 4864 – NJ 4590 4870 Easter Herricks An
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embanked trackway enters woodland and runs towards the
mound noted above.
NJ 4581 4816 – NJ 4584 4808 Birkenburn A hollow-way
runs up the hill. The hollow-way is cut by a large drain.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Knockando
Elchies
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to
the archaeological resource. The following features were
recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 1973 4455 Hillhead A stone-built building, as depicted
on the 1st Edition OS map. It measures c6 x 3m internally
and has a doorway on the E side of the S wall. The enclosure
depicted on the map no longer exists.
NJ 1947 4453 Hillhead This building is depicted as a
sheepfold on the 1st Edition OS map, but it may have been
a dwelling during an earlier period. The building appears to
have been extended on the S side, to permit the addition of
a sheep dip; an entrance on the N might be secondary, as
the original entrance was on the E. The structure measures
c10 x 3m internally, but originally it may have been c7 x
3m. The absence of masonry debris suggests the original
dwelling may have been constructed of turf. The remains of a
lynchet running SW from the structure may represent a field
boundary or simply be the product of possibly 19th-century
drainage work.
NJ 1991 4443 Hillhead This enclosure with internal
buildings is depicted on the 1st Edition OS map. The N, E and
W banks of the enclosure remain but the S bank appears to
have been destroyed by a modern track. The presence of a
raised platform and masonry inside the enclosure suggests
the possible presence of archaeologically significant building
remains.
NJ 2014 4463 Hillhead An area of peat heads c80m in
length.
NJ 1900 4455 Newlands of Knockando The poorly
preserved remains of buildings depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map. The footings of a building remain to the S of a large
drain, which has truncated the site. Part of the long range lies
against the W boundary and has been overlain with debris.
A raised bank to the S of the structures may be the bank
associated with a track that also appears on the OS map.
NJ 2292 4464 – NJ 2290 4512 – NJ 2227 4511 – NJ 2229
4449 – NJ 2292 4448 Wood of Archiestown A substantial
bank and drain laid out on the same alignment as the planned
village of Archiestown. The features are not depicted on the
1st Edition OS map, when the area is shown as planted.
Their purpose is unknown, but they may relate to an earlier
plantation or have been constructed to define fields or as a
boundary.
NJ 2172 4507 Lynes A structure depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map is now almost covered by the overburden of a modern
track. The W wall can be seen peeking out from underneath
several tonnes of rubble. A 19th-century track was on the
line of the modern track but an earlier track, recognisable
by a lynchet, can be seen running along the slope. This track
seems to mark the boundary of the 19th-century wood.
NJ 2185 4480 Lynes There are embanked areas along the
river and surrounding areas of haugh, divided by drains.
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They appear to reflect water management in the adjoining
haughlands, and presumably relate to the creation of a
water-meadow.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Scootmore
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to
the archaeological resource. The following features were
recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 1771 3845 – NJ 1748 3817 Scootmore A lynchetted
trackway that is not depicted on the 1st Edition OS map but
is also not directly related to modern forestry work. The E
end appears to have been recently reused and widened, but
the W end is cut by the present track and does not appear to
have been altered.
NJ 1743 3806 – NJ 1729 3795 ‑ NJ 1723 3800 Scootmore
A lynchetted trackway that is not depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map has been cut by a modern route at its E end. The
trackway, which is wide enough for wheeled vehicles,
appears to have replaced the hollow-way noted below.
NJ 1744 3808 – NJ 1725 3800 Scootmore A substantial
hollow-way, which is not depicted on the 1st Edition OS map,
probably linked the settlements to the W with Strathspey.
NJ 1702 3801 – NJ 1706 3787 Gheallaidh Burn A very
substantial dyke composed of large boulders seems to define
an area between the burn and the steep scarp to the E. Its
S end is invisible, beneath windblown trees, but appears to
follow a natural rocky outcrop. At its N end there is a narrow
gap between the dyke and the scarp to its E, just S of where
the burn flows up against the scarp. Its purpose is unclear,
though it may be related to some form of water management.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rothes
Rothes Golf Club
Evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NJ 26654 48732 An evaluation of possible human remains
was carried out 20–23 July 2011, on an area of Rothes Golf
Club, where a possible funerary beaker had been uncovered.
The evaluation consisted of a general assessment of the
findspot and a geophysical survey of the area. The work
located the truncated remains of a wide, shallow pit below a
modern artificial mound.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Teindland
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to
the archaeological resource. The following features were
recorded during fieldwork.
NJ 2770 5220 Woodside The foundations, c9 x 3m
internally, of a farmstead depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 2761 5209 – NJ 2767 5217 – NJ 2770 5217 – NJ 2779
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5184 – NJ 2779 5171 Teindland Hill A bank and ditch appear
as depicted on the 1st Edition OS map.
NJ 2793 5231 Teindland Hill A boundary stone marked
with ‘A’ on the W and ‘FS’ on the E. Presumably ‘A’ is for
Auchinroath and ‘FS’ is Findlayseat.
NJ 2796 5250 Teindland Hill A boundary stone marked
with ’A’ on the W and ‘F’ with a backward-facing ‘S’ on the E.
NJ 2843 5255 Findlayseat A farmstead depicted on
the 1st Edition OS map is now very poorly preserved. The
foundations appear to measure c9 x 3m internally.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Rothiemay
Rothiemay
Historic landscape survey
Colin Shepherd
This project is part of the Forestry Commission’s management
strategy to recognise and safeguard sites in advance of
timber operations that may be potentially damaging to the
archaeological resource. The following feature was recorded
during fieldwork.
NJ 5436 4997 – NJ 5450 4999 Boundary bank This bank
heads WSW and continues beyond a road into private
woodland. This boundary appears to be an extension of a
previously noted feature lying to the E and is presumably
also pre-improvement in date. It is not depicted on the 1st
Edition OS map when Scraib Wood had already assumed its
present shape.
Archive: Aberdeenshire Council SMR and Forestry Commission,
Aberdeenshire
Funder: Moray and Aberdeenshire Forestry Commission

Spynie
Quarrywood Henge
Geophysical survey
Oliver JT O’Grady – OJT Surveys

sampling density of 0.25 x 1m. A concentration of globular
negative anomalies and areas of pronounced magnetic
disturbance were recorded in the centre-north interior of
the site. These formed a generally circular arrangement and
were interpreted as possible pits or post settings. Equidistant
parallel linear anomalies, which crossed the site NW–SE,
were interpreted as remains of forestry ploughing.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Rathmell Archaeology Ltd and Forestry Commission
Scotland

Spynie Palace
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NJ 2302 6584 A watching brief was maintained on 2 March
2011 during the excavation of four trenches to house the
uprights for a new gate, to the NW of the ticket office to the W
of Spynie Palace. The retrieval of a 15th-century pottery sherd
indicated the archaeological sensitivity of the area, even at
a relatively shallow depth. The excavation also showed that
the area had been subject to later landscaping, but still holds
high archaeological potential within the layers sealed by this
later work.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

NORTH AYRSHIRE
Ardrossan
32 Green Street, Saltcoats
Watching brief and evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar and Kevin Paton – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 2464 4129 A watching brief and evaluation was carried
out 10–11 January 2011 during the removal of building
foundations in advance of a proposed residential and retail
development. A number of trenches, covering a basal area of
33.5m2, were excavated through up to 1.6m of modern made
ground over natural geology. No archaeological features or
artefacts were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Wylie Developments Ltd

Cumbrae
Penmachrie, Golf Road, Cumbrae
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 159 552 A watching brief was conducted in April 2011
during the excavation of foundation trenches on Plots 1 and
2 at Penmachrie. No archaeological features or deposits were
identified.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Quigley Architects Ltd

Dalry
Gradiometer survey results (interpolated) from Quarrywood Henge
(Background mapping Headland Archaeology Ltd)

NJ 1858 6306 A flux-gate gradiometer survey was undertaken
on 27 October 2011 in advance of evaluation work. This
formed part of restoration works being carried out in response
to footpath erosion. The survey area of 0.34ha covered the
henge earthworks and associated forest clearing, using a

Millour Hill Wind Farm
Watching brief
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NS 2600 5280 A watching brief was undertaken 17 January–22
February 2011 prior to the construction of a six turbine wind
farm at Millour Hill. Nothing of archaeological significance
was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Community Windpower Ltd
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Dreghorn
Dreghorn Primary School
Evaluation
Warren Bailie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 35430 37840 A trial trench evaluation, consisting of 25
trenches amounting to 6% of the 14930sqm development
area was carried out 25–26 May 2011. The trenches revealed
that the area had been heavily truncated and landscaped;
firstly by the mineral railway of 1897, which bisected the
site, and later by groundworks for the A71 and landscaping
for a bowling green and football pitches. No significant
archaeological features or finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: North Ayrshire Council

Irvine
Bridgegate, Irvine
Watching brief
Douglas Gordon – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 3204 3888 A watching brief was undertaken July–August
2011 during site investigation works prior to the proposed
renewal of street and pavement surfaces. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Historic Scotland and WoSAS
Funder: Austin-Smith: Lord Architects on behalf of Irvine Bay
Regeneration Company

East Road/High Street, Irvine
Watching brief
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 3228 3890 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 20 January 2011 during site investigation works on a
development area formerly occupied by a Police Station,
Community Centre and Court House. The area was
considered sensitive due to its proximity to known medieval
and post-medieval market places. No archaeological features
or finds were recorded in any of the monitored test pits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ironside Farrar

Kilbride
Brodick Castle
Watching brief
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 0155 3793 In response to a proposal that the staff
car park outside the courtyard to the N of the castle be
extended by c10m two trial trenches were excavated, on
2 March 2011, to look for any buried deposits. Trench 1 (NS
0155 3793) was 10m long by 2m wide and was positioned
in the W corner of the proposed extension. This revealed
1.2m of made ground overlying and sealing a dark black
peat deposit containing branches and tree root material.
The date of the peat deposit remains unknown, although
a piece of orange field drain was found immediately
above this layer and suggests that the made ground may
have been part of the mid-19th-century terracing and
landscaping around the castle. The peat deposit is level
and this suggests it was formed as blanket peat in a wet
hollow rather than in the fill of a deep steep sided ditch
surrounding the castle. Trench 2 was 5m long by 2m wide
and revealed a much shallower sequence of deposits, with
0.85m of made ground overlying and sealing a grey clay
deposit. The removal of topsoil from a third trench (NS
0158 3790) close to the gun battery, prior to the laying of
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foundations for a new shed, revealed a well-drained rubble
deposit, which was at least 0.4m deep.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Brodick Castle
Excavation
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 0159 3796 A single small trial trench was excavated on
4 May 2011 by local school children over the site of a set of
buildings, marked as ‘present stables’ on a William Nesfield
plan of the castle in 1852. The trench was aligned SW–NE
and was 4m long by 1m wide. Topsoil was removed and the
first level cleaned. This revealed a bright red compact gravel
deposit, perhaps a yard surface, with a linear slot 0.3m
wide cut across it, which might be a robbed out wall trench.
Further investigation work will be required in this area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Kilmory
St Bride’s Church, Lochranza
Watching brief
Rosemary Scott Dowens – Roselea Archaeology
NR 93698 50216 A watching brief was carried out in July
2011 during groundwork prior to and during demolition of
the toilet annexe adjoining the back of the church vestry,
in advance of construction of a larger replacement. The
present day St Bride’s Church occupies a site of worship
and burial with continuity of use from the medieval period,
and there is a strong possibility that it originated as an early
Celtic Christian site.
As the work took place in close proximity to a number
of marked graves particular vigilance was maintained
for the presence of human remains. A quantity of
disarticulated and fragmented human bone was found in
the foundation trench for the walls of the new building
at between 100–300mm below ground level, and beneath
the floor surface of the old annexe at a depth of 230mm.
The remains were mixed, broken and in deposits which
had been most recently disturbed in the 1980s, when
drainage and electrical installations were upgraded. The
lack of any change in soil colour or composition at the
findspots indicated that no decomposition of soft tissue had
taken place since the deposition of the bones. This factor
considered in association with the colour, condition and
types of bone found, and the close proximity of 17th-, 18thand 19th-century gravestones, lead to the conclusion that
these were the partial remains of possibly two individuals,
an adult and a small child, interred in the 17th or 18th
century, and then moved in the 19th century to make way
for subsequent burials. The church has undergone several
phases of remodelling and enlargement since it was rebuilt
in 1712, so it is likely that these remains have also been
disturbed at other times. The remains will be re-interred
close to the findspot at the earliest opportunity.
Most other finds were of relatively recent origin and of
little archaeological significance. However, two small sherds
of dark brown, coarse pottery, recovered from spoil, have
been identified as later prehistoric plain ware, dating from
somewhere between the Late Bronze Age to Late Iron Age.
Although the sherds were recovered from a modern context
they are considered of interest as there are several known
sites of prehistoric occupation and activity in the area of
Lochranza. It is tempting to suggest that the Gaelic name of
the field S of the church, Achadh an Teampuill (Field of the
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Temple), rather than referring to the church may indicate
the presence of a prehistoric structure, perhaps regarded by
earlier Christian inhabitants of the area as a pagan temple.
Historical records include several accounts of prehistoric
monuments on the island being deliberately destroyed in
the past (in some cases to reuse the stone); so, in theory,
this may have happened at this location.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Lochranza and Pirnmill Church of Scotland

Kilwinning
Kilwinning Abbey Tower
Watching brief
Claire Williamson – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 3027 4329 A watching brief was undertaken during
upgrading work to a lightning protection system in June
2011. No significant archaeological features were identified
during the ground-breaking works. The upper layers of
the area immediately surrounding the tower had been
heavily disturbed by modern ground surfaces, 20th-century
archaeological excavations and modern construction works,
and the minimal groundworks undertaken failed to reach
below these upper layers.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Historic Scotland and WoSAS
Funder: North Ayrshire Council

Kilwinning Old Parish Church
Watching brief
Claire Williamson – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 3034 4328 A watching brief was carried out September
2010 during the insertion of new drainage at Kilwinning Old
Parish Church. The ground had been previously disturbed
with modern backfill deposits present across the whole of
the development area. The only feature discovered was the
line of a sandstone foundation (007), which may represent
the presence of an earlier structure, although the use
of concrete to bond it suggests it to have been only 20thcentury in date. Several fragments of disarticulated human
bone were recovered from the disturbed deposit which sat
above the 20th-century foundation (007).
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Historic Scotland and WoSAS
Funder: Kilwinning Old Parish Church

Largs
Knock Castle
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 195 629 A watching brief undertaken in May 2011
indicated that no significant archaeological features were
disturbed by the development works. Those areas excavated
prior to the commencement of archaeological monitoring
can now be said to be free of significant archaeological
material.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr Walker

Rockland Park, Largs
Watching brief
Gary Savory – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 20801 57826 A watching brief was carried out in August
2011 during groundworks for the placement of a bathing
water quality sign W of 8 Rockland Park. No features or
finds of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: North Ayrshire Council SMR
Funder: AECOM

NORTH LANARKSHIRE
Cadder
Mount Ellen Golf Club, Johnston Road, Gartcosh
Evaluation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 7060 6880 An evaluation was carried out 25–29 November
2010 in advance of a residential development. Truncated rig
and furrow cultivation remains were revealed in three of the
four trenches. No other archaeological remains or deposits
were identified.
Archive: North Lanarkshire SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Scott Wilson Ltd on behalf of Bellway Homes

Cumbernauld
Antonine Access Improvement Project
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 7210 7621 – NS 7857 7815 A watching brief was undertaken
April–June 2011 during excavations relating to discontinuous
path and signage upgrades. Despite taking place within the
boundaries of the Antonine Wall World Heritage Site no
significant archaeological features were recorded and all of the
material recorded related to modern use of the site. The most
likely explanation for the lack of archaeological material was
the small size of the excavations and the fact that they were
often carried out on sites of previous modern disturbance.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: North Lanarkshire Council HER
Funder: North Lanarkshire Council

Antonine Wall
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7534 7732 A watching brief was maintained on 10 February
2011 during the excavation of a single small trench required
for the foundations of a new visitor information board. There
were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

ORKNEY
Birsay and Harray
Marwick
Geophysical survey
Ian Wilkins – ORCA Geophysics
HY 2300 2370 A gradiometer survey was conducted 12
December 2010–15 January 2011 prior to the start of work
on the onshore aspects of a marine development project. A
previous geophysical investigation of Marwick Bay by Oxford
University (DES 2009, 128 and 2008, 132–133) had identified
a Viking settlement to the N of the development area.
The geophysical data identified a number of anomalies of
archaeological significance, including a number of potential
roundhouses (possibly paired houses) and a number of
associated but less well defined structures. The area also
contained former field boundaries and extensive rig and
furrow.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Xodus Aurora

Marwick
Geophysical survey
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Ian Wilkins – ORCA Geophysics
HY 2313 2366 In June 2011 MA students from Orkney College,
under the supervision of staff from ORCA Geophysics and
the Orkney College Department of Archaeology, carried out
1.2ha of gradiometer survey, 1ha of resistance survey and
0.08ha of GPR survey. The geophysical data identified two
possible roundhouses, one clearly illustrated in the GPR
data. The area also contained former field boundaries and
extensive rig and furrow.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Orkney College UHI

Marwick – Time slice: 0.35 – 0.40m, using a 400Mhz antenna, 0.5m traverses
and 0.1m sampling

Birsay and Harray/Sandwick
Birsay-Skaill Landscape Archaeology Project
Survey and excavation
David Griffiths and Jane Harrison – University of Oxford
HY 2365 1962 and HY 2460 2700 This project, which began
in 2003, focuses on building landscape context for erosive
coastal areas with significant windblown sand. Geophysical
survey and targeted excavation have taken place at three
bays and their hinterlands at Birsay, Marwick and Skaill.
The Brough of Birsay, the Point of Buckquoy, parts of
Birsay Links, and areas surrounding the bay frontage at
Marwick were all surveyed 2003–10. Survey and excavations
in 2003–10 at the Bay of Skaill concentrated on the N bay
environs. Gradiometry showed a dense concentration of
magnetic anomalies on a group of five large settlement
mounds on the northern margins of the Links of Skaill,
immediately NE of the bay frontage. These have been
tested selectively by excavation.
Excavations in 2004–10 revealed Viking and Norse period
middens stratified over well preserved stone buildings on
two large settlement mounds: ‘Castle of Snusgar’ and ‘East
Mound’. On ‘East Mound’, a coherent complex of stone
structures surrounding a longhouse 26.3m in length was
revealed in 2010, with walls standing up to 1m high with
clearly defined internal and external areas, stone flagged
floors, yards, flights of steps, and entrances. Radiocarbon
and OSL dates from samples taken in 2004–8 indicated a
general chronology AD c950–1200 for occupation layers on
‘Snusgar’ and ‘East Mound’. Further refinements in 2011,
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from dates taken from occupation levels and metalworking
hearths in 2010, and ongoing statistical analysis by Derek
Hamilton of SUERC, suggest the main domestic occupation
phase of the longhouse and its associated buildings on
‘East Mound’ is dated to a relatively narrow chronological
range in the early 11th century AD.
In August 2011 a 15 x 2m trench was excavated on the
sloping periphery of the settlement complex to test the
mound/soil formation deposits in this area. As with other
peripheral interventions on the edges of these settlement
mounds, a complex build up of laminated sands and
buried ground surfaces was exposed, trending towards
waterlogged silts nearest to the burn edge, and showing
indirect settlement influences. These layers were sampled
and recorded in section and further soil, environmental and
dating analyses are in process. A 2 x 2m test pit was also
machine excavated on a possible smaller mound feature
to the SE of ‘East Mound’ on the other side of the burn.
This area had been surveyed using magnetometry in 2005,
with generally negative results, and the test pit confirmed
a depth of clean windblown sand to 2m, the lowest
practicable excavation depth in such soft and unstable
ground, eliminating the possibility that this particular
‘feature’ is archaeological in origin.
Geophysical survey was undertaken using a Bartington
G601-2 gradiometer and a Geoscan RM15 twin probe
resistance meter, on 20m grids taking readings at 0.25m
with 1 separation, and the data was processed using
Archaesurveyor™ software. In 2011, a possible mound
feature 100m to the E of ‘East Mound’ at the Bay of Skaill
was surveyed with both magnetometer and resistivity,
having been topographically surveyed in 2010. The site
was found to be badly contaminated by modern activity
but some potential was highlighted at the uppermost part
of the feature where a stone dyke crosses it. A surface
survey and geophysics were also undertaken on the one
remaining scheduled site yet to be investigated within
its study area: the mound known as Saevar Howe (SAM
1373) on the southern edge of Birsay Links. This is another
large sandy settlement mound, known to be of significant
archaeological interest, having been excavated on two
previous occasions in 1862 and 1977, producing evidence
of Pictish and Norse burials and structures. Its current
condition is poor, suffering weathering and deflation, and
animal erosion by rabbits and cattle. A large deflation
hollow occupies the centre of the mound, which partly
may be due to previous excavations, and which is strewn
with metallic and other debris dating from WW2 and later.
The survey aimed to further characterise its remaining
archaeological importance and assess its vulnerability to
further degradation. A topographic model was compiled
using a Leica 400 Total Station and Surfer™, which was
supplemented by 0.64ha of combined magnetometer and
resistivity survey. A large rectilinear feature occupies
the upper area of the mound, surrounding the deflation
hollow, which is of potential archaeological significance.
This possibly represents a large, coherent stone feature
which has probably been made visible magnetically by a
build up of midden around its exterior. Elsewhere on the
mound, and particularly on its northern side, are more
diffuse amorphous anomalies of a type which have become
familiar on several such large sandy settlement mounds
already surveyed at the Bay of Skaill. These are caused
by multiple layers of organic midden and windblown sand
producing a combined magnetic response. Resistivity and
3D survey modelling have helped to give these some depth
and topographic resolution. This summary is based only on
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the first stage of visualising the results: further processing
and refinement is ongoing.
Archive: University of Oxford (currently). Reports: Historic
Scotland, Orkney Museum and RCAHMS
Funder: Historic Scotland, Oxford University and Orkney Islands
Council

Saevar Howe, Birsay Links – Magnetometer survey modelled on topographic
data, looking NW © University of Oxford

Birsay and Harray/Stenness
Earl’s Palace, Birsay/Brough of Birsay/Unstan
Chambered Cairn, Stenness
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
HY 248 277 (Earl’s Palace), HY 239 285 (Brough of Birsay)
and HY 2829 1172 (Unstan) A watching brief was maintained
on 23 June 2011 during the excavation of shallow holes
in advance of the installation of survey markers at three
sites around Orkney. Two of the holes at the Earl’s Palace
required the removal of whin dust or gravel, revealing in
situ flagstone floors. The stones were not disturbed, as
the survey points were marked by metal studs installed
between the stones. All the other holes disturbed only
turf and topsoil and revealed no features or deposits of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Eday
Green
Excavation
Mick Miles – BEVARS
HY 56971 28987 A fifth season of work at this Neolithic
settlement site took place 30 July–3 September 2011. The
main aims were to carry out further work on the interior of
Structure 1, an Early Neolithic building and to investigate
its relationship with the adjacent Structure 3 with which
it appears conjoined; to further investigate Structure 2, to
establish its relationship with the midden and to establish
the extent of the midden.
Three 0.5m test pits were dug a little to the S of the
previously opened trench and midden material was found
in the base of the most easterly of the three pits. This pit
was extended to a 3m N–S slot and revealed that the end
of the midden material was c2.3m S of the entrance to
Structure 2. Farther to the W a trench edge section had
revealed that the midden extended up to 7m from the SW
of Structure 2. It would therefore appear that the midden

was unevenly spread and it is possible that it was made
up of different piles of material. The midden ended at the
wall of Structure 2 and would appear to be laid up against
it. It was noted that the midden was directly overlying the
windblown sand which covers the natural boulder clay
outside the structures.
Work on Structure 2 has shown that it only had a slight
wall, which suggests that it may be an enclosure rather than
a building. The full extent of this structure remains unclear
but it has an entrance to the SE. Within this entrance was
found a clay-lined sub-rectangular pit measuring 1.50
x 1.15m with the long axis running NW–SE through the
entrance. In the pit were three flat slabs sealed in by the
clay and, along the long axis, a small linear cairn had been
placed over the slabs before the pit was backfilled. Due to
time constraints it was decided to complete the excavation
of the pit in 2012.
Within Structure 1 more of the occupation layers were
excavated and sampled, and it is becoming increasingly
apparent that the floor of the house has been subjected to
substantial activity. There are a number of shallow runnels
and small scoops cut into the boulder clay with many of
these intercutting. There has also been further evidence
of depositional practices within these features but it has
not as yet been possible to ascertain if they have any
other function. One scoop in particular had an egg-shaped
quartzite hammerstone placed on a slightly raised platform
at its centre, similar to several other features previously
excavated.
The upper hearth in Structure 1 has now been fully
excavated. It was found to consist of a single on edge slab
that was propped on a pile of small stones in an oval bowlshaped pit measuring 0.60 x 0.45m. Although the basal
fill of the pit contained charcoal there was no evidence
of burning anywhere else within this feature. This would
suggest that in its final form it did not actually serve as a
hearth. The pit was crossed by a runnel and it was here
that an upturned quern and rubbing stone had previously
been found.
Further work on the lower hearth of Structure 1 has
revealed a complex series of events and, although further
work is still required, a picture of the sequence is emerging.
At the centre of the building is a hollow which may or may
not be natural. In the middle of the hollow a bowl-shaped
pit c1m in diameter was dug into the natural. A hearth
was constructed around this pit, the shape of which is not
yet fully apparent, but was clearly not rectangular judging
from the positioning of the one surviving side slab and
stone holes. At about the same time a V-shaped channel
was formed in the base of the pit by the placing of two long
flat slabs running NE–SW in the base of the pit. These were
held in place by several stones to either side and packed
with clay in the base of the channel. Dark deposits began
to build up in and around the hearth.
Subsequently, the hearth was modified, all but one
of the side slabs were removed and were replaced by a
rectangular arrangement of on edge slabs within the pit. It
is likely that these were replaced on at least one occasion.
This was done by hammering into place stones that had
had their bottom edges bevelled to facilitate this. The
upper end stone was partly supported at one end by the
surviving stone of the earlier arrangement. By this time
further deposits had built up.
In its final phase the hearth consisted of this rectangular
arrangement and measured 1.00 x 0.75m. The slabs at
either end had both been fashioned to have what looks
like a mouse hole, both had been broken presumably by
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Green: View of trench from NE with the internal wall faces marked in white

being hammered into place. The holes were aligned with
the internal V-shaped channel. This was covered with two
hearth plate stones, only one of which appeared to have
hosted a fire. At the upper, NE end of the hearth, a D-shaped
scoop had been created and appeared to have given access
to the ‘mouse hole’, however this had been sealed off with
a packing of clay. At the other end the ‘mouse hole’ led into
a shallow runnel, which in turn led into a larger runnel that
ran out through the entrance to Structure 1.
Work at the junction of Structures 1 and 3 suggests that
they may be the same building, although the excavation of
this area is at an early stage and Structure 3 is much wider
than Structure 1. Structure 3 has its own doorway to the
SE. Two small flat cobbles, each of which had an incised
triangle, were recovered from the vicinity of the junction of
Structures 1 and 3. Several large patches of clay were found
in the demolition material and it may be that the walls of
the buildings had an internal lining of daub.
Other finds recovered from the site have consisted of
pottery and coarse stone tools together with quantities
of worked and unworked flint. Also recovered were three
pieces of Arran pitchstone, two pieces of haematite and
some pumice. One piece of worked bone was also recovered.
Archive: BEVARS (currently)
Funder: BEVARS

Evie and Rendall
Evie Landscape Survey
Walkover and geophysical survey
James Moore – Orkney College UHI
HY 3453 2674 (centred on) An extensive walkover survey
covering c175ha was undertaken, 16 October–11 November
2011, in a transect running SW from the Evie coast, as
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part of PhD research. A total of 28 sites were identified,
including 19 previously unrecorded sites. In the main, these
sites were related to the post-medieval and early modern
exploitation of the landscape. However, a burnt mound was
located, as well as possible sub-peat features in an upland
area that may be tentatively be assigned a prehistoric date.
A targeted gradiometer survey was undertaken on two sites
within the survey area.
The first area spanned c4.2ha covering the Knowe
of Grugar (HY32NE 10) and its surrounding area. The
responses were generally well defined, with anomalies
suggestive of a substantial roundhouse, with associated
domestic activity, surrounded by a large ditch. Outside the
ditch the responses and trends in the data demonstrated
some enhancement that may relate to the settlement.
The second area of c2.9ha around the partially excavated
Broch of Burgar (HY32NE 27) also produced well defined
responses, with a clear ditch-like anomaly surrounding
the roundhouse and associated settlement. Further ditchlike anomalies running c150m inland appeared to indicate
a contemporary enclosure of an unusual and substantial
nature.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Orkney College UHI

Firth/Stenness
Rising Tide
Landscape survey
CR Wickham-Jones, S Dawson, R Bates, M Bates, D Huws –
University of Aberdeen, University of Dundee, University of
St Andrews, University of Wales, Trinity St David, and University
of Bangor
HY 387 141 and HY 294 131 (centred on) Work on Holocene
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sea level change in Orkney indicates that relative sea levels
only reached their present position some 4000 years ago.
This project which was set up in 2005 aims to:
• construct a sea level curve to provide detail of former
changes in relative sea level around Orkney
• investigate the possibility that remains of past human
settlement might be preserved on the seabed.
The project combines various different strands of work
including sediment coring, remote sensing, seismic survey,
diving, intertidal survey, palaeoenvironmental analysis on
land, in the intertidal zone and from submerged surfaces,
aerial photography, archive searches, and ethnoarchaeology.
In June 2011, seismic survey in the Bay of Firth revealed
detail of structural complexity within some of the main
anomalies previously identified by sonar survey, suggesting
an anthropogenic origin for these structures. The position
of these sites within the submerged landscape suggests an
Early Neolithic date. In addition, detail of the sediments
within the Finstown Basin has been used to interpolate
the existence of a small loch or lagoon prior to inundation.
This is of particular relevance to an understanding of the
Mesolithic use of the area. In September 2011 sediment
cores were extracted from the Bay of Firth with the aim of
building more detail into the environmental history of the
area pre-inundation.
Work has also taken place in the Loch of Stenness. An
initial sonar survey around the SE shores has revealed a
number of potential anomalies in close proximity to the
World Heritage sites at Ring of Brodgar and the Stones of
Stenness, and to the excavations at Ness of Brodgar. These
will be investigated further in 2012 and the extent of the
survey extended.
Dates from the Lochs of Stenness and Harray, and from
Mill Bay, Hoy and Dam of Hoxa, South Ronaldsay have
added to the detailed sea level history of the islands.

The cross-slab is made from local yellow/orange
sandstone and is very worn. A Type 2 symbol stone, it
bears an interlace-filled cross in relief with a hippocampus
type symbol on the lower front right, with another relief
of an indecipherable object to the left. There is another
(incised) symbol(s) on the rear.
Archive: Bradford University (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, Orkney Archaeology Society and in
kind contributions from all members of the excavation group.

Archive: Contributors (currently). ADS, Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
(intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland, Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership,
Society of Antiquaries of London and Royal Archaeological
Institute

Lady
Appiehouse, Sanday
Excavation
Julie Gibson – Orkney Islands Council/Bradford University
HY 6920 4108 A report of a prone Pictish cross-slab below
a flagstone floor in a house at Appiehouse discovered
during building work led to its excavation in July 2011.
The excavation was carried out by a team from Bradford
University led by Julie Bond and supported by Julie Gibson
the Orkney Islands Council archaeologist, Frank Bradford
(photographer) and Mark Littlewood (ORCA marine),
who undertook the topographic survey and initial laser
scanning.
The present 19th-century house sits on a low and slightly
truncated farm mound of unknown depth and date. The slab
was found cross-side uppermost, set in yellow clay with a
few plain flagstones, which formed part of a post-medieval
house floor. The stone, which was intact on three sides,
was set roughly at 90° to the present house, and its context
is part of a floor that probably predates the house. The
downward pressure from a wooden door post had broken
one side of the slab, and there was a section missing from
the bottom left hand corner that had been replaced with
plain flagstones. The cross-slab was recorded, its context
examined and sampled and the stone removed.

Pictish cross-slab, forming part of post-medieval floor, Appiehouse, Sanday
© Frank Bradford

Rousay and Egilsay
Howan
Standing building recording, assessment and evaluation
Tom Addyman – Addyman Archaeology
HY 47791 29239 An assessment and historic building
survey was undertaken in September 2009 in advance
of conservation repairs. A series of small evaluations,
monitoring work and an enhancement of the drawn record
were carried out 4–6 July 2011.
Howan was probably an important settlement prior to the
17th century and it was speculated that the rising ground
immediately to the S may have been a favourable location
for a broch, though nothing now exists above ground. Any
building may have presented a convenient source of stone
for the later settlement. The possible site of a medieval
episcopal residence, Howan is also the only settlement
other than St Magnus Church to appear on earlier maps of
the island.
Today the Howan settlement consists of a crow-stepped
principal house of 2.5-storeys and of T-plan form (with a
jamb (wing) running to the S), a 1.5-storeyed range running
off its E gable wall, and the remains of a further building,
occupying the NE angle of an associated former courtyard.
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The main house and its southwards-running stair jamb
were found to be largely of 17th-century date. From this
period there survives an elaborately carved lintel over the
internal entrance into the jamb (dated 1681), a moulded
fireplace surround in the W ground floor room, and a
further lintel reset into the E gable wall; the latter is now
much eroded but bore an armorial of the Douglas family.
The whole structure was very extensively remodelled in
the later 18th century, including the wholesale rebuilding of
the E gable of the main house. The well preserved interiors
at first floor level date from this time, as does most of the
woodwork in the building. The substantial stair within the
jamb was also reversed at this stage and the jamb itself
remodelled with a cat-slide roof. The site lay unoccupied
and abandoned for much of the 20th century.
The E gable of the eastwards-running wing, which is
crow-stepped, appears to be largely of 17th-century date;
however the side walls of this wing were almost wholly
rebuilt, possibly in the 19th century. The building to the NE
had also been detailed with crow-stepped gables though
these were subsequently reduced in the 20th century. The
wall closing off the E side of the flagged courtyard area is
of considerable structural complexity and perhaps contains
some of the earliest fabric remaining at the site; it was
considered possible that this represented the rear (E) wall
of a pre-existing range. In the mid-point of the N elevation
of the main house a projecting pier represents the only
in situ remains of an arched courtyard entrance, whose
dressings are detailed with a quirked roll. Many further
dressings from the feature were recovered from around the
site.
The 2011 investigations included monitoring the stripping
of the interior of the main house. Nine small exploratory
trenches were dug in advance of general service trenching,
general ground reductions took place externally and there
was floor reduction within the main house. The drawn record
of the building was extended to the upstanding walling
bounding the E side of the courtyard prior to the removal
of collapsing masonry. The only significant archaeological
feature recorded in the trenches was the foundation of the
demolished frontage (W-facing wall) to the former range,
which closed off the E side of the courtyard This range was
possibly secondary to the surviving remains of the N and
SE ranges (both probably of 17th-century date).
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Private clients

An elaborately carved lintel over the internal entrance into the jamb
(dated 1681), Howan
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Mid Howe Broch
Excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
HY 3716 3061 A small area around a hearth, exposed after the
removal of its modern metal cover, was cleaned and recorded
on 18–19 April 2011. The area had been partially excavated
between 1929 and 1934 and it became clear that significant
deposits are still in situ.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Quandale, Rousay
Geophysical survey
Ian Wilkins – ORCA Geophysics
HY 37410 32205 A gradiometer survey covering c3ha was
undertaken in March 2011 over four key areas within the
Quandale landscape. The sites included a potential prehistoric
settlement, an area around a 16th-century house (Tafts)
including out-buildings and associated enclosures, a burnt
mound at Knowe of Dale (HY33SE 15) and two small burnt
mounds close to a barrow cemetery (HY33SE 26). The aim of
the survey was to place these monuments within the context
of the surrounding landscape. The results were mixed with
weak responses from the prehistoric settlement and extensive
rig and furrow around the 16th-century house. More positive
responses were recorded for the burnt mounds, although an
extant earthwork gave very little magnetic response.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Orkney Island Council

The Braes of Ha’Breck, Wyre
Excavation
Antonia Thomas – Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology
(ORCA)
HY 4375 2592 Excavation continued at the Early Neolithic
settlement at Ha’Breck from 2–20 May 2011. Extensions to
Trench A and continued investigation of House 3 (discovered
in 2008) further defined this NNW–SSE oriented rectangular
stone built structure with rounded internal corners. House 3
measures c8 x 4m internally with central orthostatic divisions
projecting from a slight pinch in the side walls, dividing the
house into two unequal parts. The N is c4.4m long and the S
c3.6m long. A depth of 460mm of in situ floor deposits was
excavated from the N area of House 3. The earliest levels of
the floor consisted of a surface of clean glacial till, which had
been stripped when the building was constructed. Several
small intercutting steep-sided pits and gullies were cut into
the glacial till at this level, and a scoop hearth, 560 x 520mm,
lay on the central axis just to the NW of the central orthostats.
Overlying these features were several thick layers of charred
material, consisting of thousands of individual grains, which
were spread across the N end of House 3. These charred
grain layers were accompanied by several large pieces of
wood charcoal, indicating a conflagration on a massive
scale, which probably involved structural damage and was
significant enough to redden the underlying glacial till.
Dramatic as this event must have been, it did not mark
the end of the building’s life. The charred grain was pushed
to the sides of the room and the scoop hearth was sealed
with a large flagstone slab. A quern rubber was placed on
top on this charred grain layer in one of the W bays and the
area affected by the fire was covered with a thick layer of
mixed clay. This effectively sealed all evidence of the charred
remains, but left the quern visible above the surface of the
floor. A small polished stone axe was then placed next to
the quern and further floor deposits built up. A significant
quantity of round-based plain pottery was recovered from
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House 5 mid-excavation in 2011, The Braes of Ha’Breck

these floor layers. A further small polished stone axe (number
15) was also recovered from a linear slot feature beneath the
W wall line of the N end of House 3.
The southern part of House 3 did not appear to have
suffered from the same dramatic burning episode as its
northern counterpart. In its earliest phase, this part of the
building consisted of a series of shallow pits and scoops
cut into the floor. These pits were concentrated to the E
and S of the scoop hearth, 1.16 x 0.96m, which occupies
a slightly W of centre position. This was soon formalised
with the addition of a large water worn hearth slab at the S
end, which partially sealed the scoop (ENE–WSW). This slab
was broken into two unequal parts, with the northern end
of the slab moved 200mm to the N to allow for the insertion
of an orthostat between the two halves of the slab, creating
an edge. Large amounts of charred material containing a
significant quantity of charred grain was found within the
upper scoop hearth deposits and sealing a series of large flat
slabs to the W that formed an early extension to the hearth
area. The continuation of the northern clay floor to the E
for the southern hearth indicates that the use of this hearth
continued after the charred layers in the northern part of
the house were sealed. The clay layer was cut by a small
gully around the E side of the hearth. A sub-rectangular box
feature, indicated by two linear slots at 90° to each other in
the SW corner of the room, appears to be associated with the
stone-capped drain which exits the building in this corner.
Trench A was also extended to the S to fully expose the
footprint of House 5, which is appended to the S of House
3 and accessible through a 1m wide opening in the S wall
of House 3 and through a NE-facing entrance in the E wall.
House 5 is oriented NNW–SSE and consists of two rooms
or cells. The main northernmost area is sub-rectangular,

measures 4.8m x 3.2m internally and is divided in two by
orthostats. The southernmost area consists of a small suboval cell measuring c2.2 x 1.32m ENE–WSW and is entered
through a 0.59m wide opening between a pair of opposing
stone-built piers, which project into the centre of House 5.
The rectangular stone-lined hearth occupying the central
room of the northern area, oriented NNW–SSE, measuring
1.2 x 0.8m, was fully excavated in 2011. The basal slab
was found to seal a stone-lined drain or culvert. This runs
downslope in a southerly direction to exit House 5 through
an opening in the wall of the S cell.
Although House 5 is stratigraphically later than House 3,
there appears to have been an overlapping period during
which both of the buildings were occupied, with the outer
E wall of House 3 given an additional ‘skin’ when House 5
was constructed. The stone-capped drain which runs along
the E side of House 3 also appears to have been re-cut when
House 5 was constructed. Both House 3 and House 5 were
robbed out in prehistory. The entrance of House 3 was sealed
with redeposited natural clay before large amounts of black
midden were brought in and deposited over the paving to the
E of the house to form a levelling layer.
Further excavation also continued on House 4. This NNW–
SSE oriented timber structure was revealed in the form of
truncated negative features sealed by the midden deposits
immediately to the E of House 3 (DES 2010, 121–3). This
is now confirmed as a sub-rectangular building measuring
c5.1 x 2.9m internally, with a central sub-oval scoop hearth,
measuring 1.12 x 1m, aligned on the central axis. An old
land surface was identified to the E of House 4. This surface
was overlain by a working area consisting of a rammed
surface of burnt and unburnt stones, including stone tools
and midden material.
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Further excavation also took place in Trench B, which had
initially been opened as a 10 x 2m area in 2007 and was
extended to the W in 2010. Excavation of the rammed stone
floor, which consisted of a metalled surface of discarded
stone tools and burnt stones, revealed an old land surface
similar to that revealed under the working floor area of
Trench A. It is significant that across the site whilst the areas
of land used for the houses had been stripped down to the
glacial till prior to construction, the areas used for external
working floors were not similarly prepared and the old land
surface is still extant in these places. Coarse stone tools, flint
tools and debitage, plain round-bottomed pottery, including
fragments from a vessel with an unusual perforation in the
side, and a decorated collar sherd of Unstan Ware pottery
were also recovered from Trench B in 2011.

The stone quarry revealed in Trench E, The Braes of Ha’Breck

Additional excavation took place in Trench E, where
the 5 x 2m area opened in 2010 and located over a strong
geophysical anomaly had revealed the edge of a substantial
rock-cut feature with a vertical edge. This had previously
been interpreted as a possible small domestic quarry but
excavation had ceased at a depth of 1.2m. The trench was
extended by 0.5m to the E to allow for the section to be
stepped for safe excavation. The bottom of this feature
was reached in 2011 and an area measuring 3.64 x 1m
was subsequently excavated down to bedrock at a depth of
1.98m below ground level. The feature has been confirmed
as a small domestic quarry. The upper part of the bedrock
is weathered, suggesting that in the Neolithic this would
have formed an exposed outcrop of rock, which was
exploited for stone. The many fills of the quarry cut can
be broadly grouped into two main backfilling episodes.
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The lower consists of rubble dumps and contained a
hammerstone and flint blade. The upper backfilling event
consisted of midden-enhanced soils previously described
as containing a large number of flaked stone tools, flint
waste and flat-bottomed Grooved Ware pottery with incised
and applied decoration (DES 2010, 123). The extent of the
quarry beyond the trench was not clarified although GPR
was undertaken.
Archive: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, ORCA, LEADER European
funding, Orkney College Archaeology Department, the Flaws
family and Orkney Archaeology Society

The Mound of Brough, the Ditch NE of Midhowe and the
Knowe of Swandro
Evaluation
SJ Dockrill, JM Bond, J Downes and IL Mainland – University of
Bradford and Orkney College
HY 3727 3037 (Brough) and HY 3753 2966 (Swandro)
A team from the University of Bradford, Orkney College
(UHI) and City University New York cleaned, recorded
and sampled the site at Swandro, 22 June–27 July 2011,
as part of the ‘Orkney - Gateway to the Atlantic Project’.
The project aims to investigate and record coastal sites in
Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre which are threatened by rising
sea levels and coastal erosion.
The Mound of Brough The man-made mound at ‘Brough’,
also known as South Howe, on the SW shore of Rousay
contains an eroding Iron Age broch and houses. These
structures seem to be overlain by Late Norse buildings
which in turn are overlain by 19th-century middens. This
broch is only a few hundred metres away from the Broch
of Midhowe.
The Knowe of Swandro Work on the Knowe of Swandro
this year again concentrated on two areas, the mound itself
(Area B) and the eroding beach deposits (Area A). An area
4 x 10m was deturfed on the mound and features defined.
The structural elements noted in the 2010 season were
investigated and appear to be the remains of a substantial
double faced curving wall. A small area of paving close to
the beach section appears to be later in date.
On the storm beach, the cleared area was extended to
4 x 10m, to assess the extent of the remaining deposits.
Midden and other features were found to extend to the
high tide mark and further test pitting at low tide revealed
that anthropogenic deposits stretched under the storm
beach and sand deposits to the low tide line. A sondage
in the E corner of the excavated area showed a complex
series of stony midden deposits to a depth of >1.5m below
the eroded surface; at this depth, a freshwater spring made
excavation difficult, but the sondage demonstrates the
depth of midden deposits under the eroding beach. Finds
from these middens include a worked bone pin, pottery
and well preserved bone.
The remains of a prehistoric structure, first investigated
last year, were further excavated and samples taken for
environmental evidence and radiocarbon dating. A single
radiocarbon date indicated a date in the 1st to 2nd century
AD. Archaeomagnetic dates obtained from an earlier hearth
indicate use in the 4th to 2nd centuries BC.
Clearance of large beach boulders on the W edge of
Area A revealed large dressed stones, much battered by
the storm beach, forming a substantial wall which could
be shown to be the continuation of the large curving wall
seen in Area B.
Stratigraphically above the structure excavated last
year, and physically further up the beach, a paved area, a
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‘The beach’ – Swandro, test pitting at low tide; in the foreground Area A is laser scanned (photograph: S Dockrill)

fragment of hearth surround and a series of cells formed
from orthostats indicated the presence of a later structure.
The evidence suggests that Swandro is a multi-period
settlement.
This years excavations have demonstrated that the
deposits at Swandro are much deeper than initially
suspected and the extent of the site much greater. Marine
erosion has proceeded in a stepped fashion, so that the
earliest deposits survive in greatest extent below the storm
beach, whilst the later deposits are fragmentary.
Archive and reports: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS (intended).
Digital record: ADS (intended)
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, University of Bradford, Orkney
College and City University of New York

Sandwick
Bookan Landscape Survey – Ring of Bookan
Survey
James Moore – Orkney College UHI and ORCA
HY 2834 1450 In August 2011 two days of non-intrusive
recording were undertaken by MA students and staff
from Orkney College UHI. The work aimed to enhance
understanding of the Ring of Bookan, a possible henge/
chambered cairn, in light of the geophysical survey work
undertaken in 2009–10 (DES 2010, 126). A detailed survey
of the interior of the monument recorded a discrete and
coherent group of earthworks. Initial comparison with the
results of the geophysical surveys appears to confirm the
presence of a concentration of in situ stonework, which
may add weight to the interpretation of the site as a
chambered cairn. Survey work was also undertaken over
the nearby barrow of Skae Frue.

Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Orkney College UHI

Yesnaby-Skaill Landscape Survey
Walkover and geophysical survey
James Moore – Orkney College UHI
HY 22945 16391 (centred on) An extensive walkover survey,
covering c750ha, was undertaken between April 2008
November 2011 over an area of Yesnaby and Skaill Bay on the
W coast of mainland Orkney, as part of PhD research. More
than 200 sites were identified ranging from Bronze Age burnt
mounds to post-medieval buildings and enclosures. Most
significantly an extensive upland field system was identified
around the probable Bronze Age roundhouse on the Peerie
Hill. A targeted gradiometer survey was undertaken on three
sites within the survey area.
The gradiometer survey of c2.2ha covering the Peerie Hill
roundhouse and surrounding field system was of limited
success due to the effect of peat growth and soil erosion.
However, it did suggest that the roundhouse had at least two
phases of occupation. A survey of a c3.75ha area inland of the
Broch of Borwick (HY21NW 1) recorded responses indicative
of rig and furrow, and a series of post-medieval field boundaries
were also noted. However, the level of magnetic enhancement
suggests that these features are reworking substantial deposits
of anthropogenic soil, which appear to be associated with the
broch. A survey of c1ha on the promontory fort at the Brough
of Bigging (HY21NW 7) revealed clusters of apparently nondomestic responses, which seem to be related to the cist-like
features and deposits of burnt material that are eroding from
the NW side of the promontory.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Orkney College UHI
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Shapinsay
Shapinsay
Geophysical survey
Ian Wilkins – ORCA Geophysics
HY 4707 1643 A gradiometer survey was carried out on 30
May 2011 in advance of the drilling of a water borehole. The
area was considered sensitive as the pasture field, close to
Balfour Castle Estate, is thought to contain a chapel known
as Lady’s Kirk. The survey, which was undertaken on a 1ha
block centred on the borehole and a 40 x 100m corridor access
route, did not locate any obvious anomalies corresponding to
the Kirk. However, two parallel responses, 5m long and 11m
apart, were considered to be of archaeological interest and
the borehole was relocated to an area containing very few
magnetic responses.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Scottish Water

South Ronaldsay
Banks Chambered Tomb, South Ronaldsay
Excavation
Daniel Lee – ORCA
ND 4580 8339 Two phases of excavation on the newly
discovered mound at Banks established that it represents
the remains of a Neolithic chambered tomb. The area was
recently disturbed during development work but the heart
of the monument was largely intact. The tomb consists of a
linear central chamber, aligned E–W and c5m long, leading
to five burial cells sealed by large waterworn capstones. The
original ridge-like mound would have been more extensive,
perhaps up to 80m long, 20m wide and 2.5m high, but has
recently been removed and truncated to the level of the
capstones. The central area is partly subterranean and the
stone walls, containing a variety of quarried and waterworn
material, were constructed in a quarried area into bedrock.
The entrance passage is to the N. There are two larger cells
at the W and E end of the central chamber, a single cell
to the N and two cells to the S. The SW cell has an upper
shelf opposite the entrance. The tomb was waterlogged and
standing water partly filled the cells.
The N and E cells were partly excavated during Phase 1
(26 October–10 November 2010) and were found to contain
human bones that formed closing deposits. These had been
placed upon a layer of slabs, which is presumed to seal the
lower unexcavated burial deposits. Six fragments of bone,
predominantly cranium, were found in each cell, and a
whole cranium had been placed in the E cell as if in a final
gesture. The remains of the upper chamber backfill deposits
were excavated during Phase 2 and it appears that the
monument was closed in stages. Further deposits of cranium
and long bone were found within the SE cell above the slab
layer. Otter spraints were found at the level of this slab layer
throughout the entrance passage, chamber and within the SE
cell suggesting that the tomb had been left open at this stage
for some time.
The main focus in Phase 2 (21 March–7 April 2011) was the
full excavation of the W cell, which had been disturbed by a
JCB, exposing the internal deposits. The capstone had been
removed and internal walls damaged. The cell entranceway,
which consisted of two large upright waterworn blocks
set into sockets in the bedrock and the backfill and burial
deposits in this area had been disturbed. The burial horizon
in the W end of the cell, amounting to about two thirds of
the original material survived in situ. Two side walls (NE and
SW) were constructed above a thin clay floor layer which
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sealed the bedrock. Above the floor were several layers of
disarticulated human bone within soft semi-waterlogged
silts. The evidence indicates that there were several phases
of use within the cell, with distinct concentrations of bones,
two divided by a substantial c0.45m thick layer of waterborne
silt. Otter spraint was present from the earliest phases of use
and was found throughout the bone horizons. Although
analysis is at an early stage, over 2000 human bones were
recovered from the tomb with the minimum number of
individuals currently placed at 15. This number will probably
dramatically increase with the excavation of the chamber
and remaining cells.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership
(HLF) and ORCA

South Parish Environs Archaeological Research (SPEAR)
Project, South Ronaldsay
Desk-based assessment, evaluation and survey
John W Hedges and Barry Constantine – SPEAR Project
ND 4550 8400 (centred on) Work continued 11 April–30
August 2011 on the exploration, recording and evaluation of
archaeological remains over an area of c9sqkm (900ha) in the
vicinity of the Tomb of the Eagles visitor centre. This was the
second five month season undertaken and followed several
weeks of preliminary work in 2009. Desk-based work has
included the study of satellite imagery and air photographs.
A significant portion of the study area, c200ha (22%), is
either unimproved or little improved farm land and work in
2011 focused on two such areas, each c30ha (6–7%) of the
total area. Not only were they found to contain the majority
of the 150 sites/elements of sites recorded to date, but the
preservation and the site types preserved was significant.

T
SPEAR Project: Trench across linear cropmark from coast to large circular
banked enclosure on Brough Ness. The exposed metalled trackway, of
unknown date, can be seen running left to right (N) below the ranging pole.
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Structure 25 and surrounding middens from the S, Brough of Deerness. Courtesy of Frank Bradford

The work is cumulative and ongoing but a few aspects can
be touched upon.
• There are a significant number of prehistoric houses,
dykes, fields, terraces etc, and some of these are elements
of coherent settlements. Among these, one at Old Head
(ND 4690 8350) was evaluated by Malcolm Lillie of Hull
University in 2010 (DES 2010, 127–8). Others, at Liddle
Head (ND 4645 8325) and Black Geo (ND 4716 8473),
were surveyed by us in 2011.
• A non-intrusive evaluation we undertook on a trench on
a mound in the car park at Banks (ND 4580 8339) in 2010
revealed that it contained man-made elements including
several courses of a dry stone wall and a capstone sealing
a chamber. This chambered tomb was subsequently
partly excavated by ORCA (see entry above).
• An almost circular enclosure (ND 44884 83081) on
Brough Ness, c77m in diameter, was known from air
coverage. This had not previously been located on the
ground but its entire circuit was traced as a low bank.
Further inspection of air photographs suggested the
possibility of an internal ditch and also that the enclosure
was apparently met from the S and N by trackways.
Evaluation trenches across the S trackway, at its S and
N ends confirmed a metalled surface c3m wide with
kerbstones, though details differed. The northern trench
was extended N to section the enclosure bank, which
was found to have a stone core, but no inner ditch was
apparent at the point investigated.
• Several significant barrow cemeteries are in the course of
being plotted.
• An evaluation trench at the derelict farm of Isbister (ND
4658 8468) showed it to be sited on a farm mound.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: John W Hedges and Barry Constantine

St Andrews and Deerness
Brough of Deerness
Excavation
James Barrett – McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research,
University of Cambridge
HY 5955 0873 The Brough of Deerness is a sea stack with
a Late Viking Age church and approximately 30 associated
buildings on its summit. Excavation in the 1970s by
Christopher Morris and Norman Emery focused on the
church. In 2008 and 2009 three houses in the settlement
were partly excavated. One of these, Structure 25 in Area
C, was the focus of continued excavation from 20 June–29
July 2011, along with portions of associated outbuildings
(Structures 24, 26a, 26b and 29) and middens. Structure 25
was excavated to its primary phase. It was originally a threeaisled dwelling house of semi-subterranean construction,
with a central hearth and entryways in the N and S gables.
The roof was probably supported on the side walls, unlike
Structure 20 which originally had two rows of internal posts.
The layout of Structure 25, combined with the discovery of
half of a broken glass ‘linen smoother’ embedded in the floor,
suggests a Late Viking Age date for its primary occupation.
To the SW of Structure 25 were several small buildings
akin to pit houses that could not be excavated in their
entirety (Structures 24, 26a and 26b). They appear to have
been contemporary with Structure 25 during some of its use
phases. All were dug into extensive pre-existing middens
that produced bone pins of Pictish style in their upper
horizons. The absolute dating of these deposits must await
radiocarbon determinations, but an unstratified copper
alloy mount of zoomorphic form found this year suggests
the possibility of Middle (Roman) Iron Age occupation at
the base of the sequence. The 2009 season had produced a
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fragment of 6th- to 7th-century vessel glass as a residual find
(in a fill deposit of Late Viking Age date), implying that the
site as a whole may have been occupied for much of the
first millennium AD.
To the N of Area C another small building, Structure 29,
was built after the northern gable door of Structure 25
had gone out of use. The new structure, perhaps another
outbuilding, had a flagstone floor and lacked any significant
occupation deposits.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Higher Education Innovation Fund, Orkney Islands
Council, Friends of St Ninian’s and the McDonald Institute for
Archaeological Research

Stenness
Ness of Brodgar
Excavation
Nick Card – ORCA and Orkney College
HY 303 129 Further investigation of the large Late Neolithic
complex on the Ness of Brodgar was undertaken 18 July–26
August 2011 in order to characterise more of the structures
and activity on the site.
The main trench (P) was extended to reveal the full
extent of Structure 12 that was first uncovered on 2010. As
suspected this showed that its E wall had been extensively
robbed in prehistory; however, the robbing had been
concentrated on the internal wall face whilst the outer
wall face had survived mainly intact. Unlike the robbing of
Structure 10 that appeared very systematic in nature (with
vertically sided robbing trenches reflecting the original wall
lines), the robbing trench in Structure 12 was very irregular
and, although dismantled, the robbing had left much
suitable building stone behind. More infills of ashy midden
deposits were removed across the interior of Structure 12,
which has started to reveal more rubble deposits that are
presumed to seal the floor levels of the building. However,
the height of the surviving walls suggests there is still c0.5m
to be excavated before the actual occupation deposits are
revealed. Work around the entrance to Structure 12 revealed
a complex sequence of alterations with the entrance being
gradually reduced in size. During this process of reduction
and infilling/blocking a large amount of Grooved Ware
pottery was deposited on either side of the entrance,
including at least two large complete vessels.
The removal of the ashy midden infills from the S end
of Structure 8 has shown that it was almost 20m long.
The internal space was divided by a series of four pairs
of opposed stone piers that created ten recesses along its
inner wall faces. In the previously investigated N end of
Structure 8 the last remaining carefully shaped rectangular
stone roofing slates were removed (over 400 from this
area) to reveal the floor deposits. The actual floor deposits
were not investigated; however, a large array of unusual
artefacts were recovered sitting on the floor including
polished stone spatulas, a macehead, polished stones and
groups of astragali.
Work within Structure 10 concentrated on further defining
its interior and revealed that it had a more complex history
than was previously envisaged. Although exhibiting
a cruciform plan in its later life, its original plan was a
square with rounded corners similar to Structure 8 at the
Barnhouse settlement. The stonework in this early phase
is quite possibly some of the finest Neolithic construction
in NW Europe, with extensive use of pick dressing to
completely surface dress blocks of stone, create geometric
designs and refine the alignment of wall faces. Although
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one stone ‘dresser’ had previously been recognised
opposite the entrance passage, it would now seem likely
that Structure 10 potentially had four ‘dressers’, one on
each wall. This may support the idea that these had a more
esoteric religious function as reflected in Structure 10 itself.
In its later phase of use one corner of Structure 10 revealed
evidence for a production area for pigments, which had
previously been discovered on the walls of some of the
other structures on the Ness. A systematic programme of
sampling including the use of a portable XRF machine
was undertaken across Structure 10’s upper floor deposits.
Although almost completely robbed out, the entrance
passage into Structure 10 was also defined in its E wall.
Outside of Structure 10 the massive bone deposit that
represents a final decommissioning of the building was
further studied as part of a British Academy project, Smart
Fauna, by Dr Ingrid Mainland. This confirmed that it
consists of mainly cattle tibia from perhaps hundreds of
individuals; however, another notable discovery was the
inclusion of a partially articulated young red deer.
Relating to an earlier phase of the site another large
structure (14) was partially revealed to accompany
Structures 1, 8, and 12 in the NE corner of the main trench.
This building was also divided internally by a series of
opposed stone piers along its internal wall faces. A clay
object with anthropomorphic affinities was also recovered
from within the infill/collapse of Structure 14.
The floor and occupation deposits in the late sub-oval
Structure 7 were further examined. As last year, these
consisted of a complex series of ashy spreads and dumps
from a central square stone hearth which was fully exposed
and sampled this season.
Structure 11, adjacent to Structures 1 and 7, was also
examined. This building’s stratigraphic position in the site’s
phasing is unclear and may have altered during its life. A
stone ball was recovered from within a recess of Structure 11.
In Structure 1, the tertiary sub-oval structure revealed
previously, was removed. There were no immediate
indications of the function of this later insertion. Below
this were levelling layers, below which were revealed the
remains of a hearth which relates to the secondary main
phase of Structure 1, when its internal area was much
reduced in size by the insertion of a large curved wall. An
earlier hearth perhaps relating to its primary use was also
revealed partially obscured by this wall.
To accompany the large catalogue of Neolithic art already
discovered, numerous other examples were revealed
this season. This was mainly ephemeral incised designs
discovered by Antonia Thomas as part of her PhD study.
For example, over 60 designs have now been recorded in
Structure 1.
Refinement of the geophysics further implies that the
monumental wall around the complex did enclose the
main structures of the complex. This work also indicated
the presence of yet another very large sub-oval structure,
measuring c30 x 25m, potentially with opposed entrances
just to the NW of the main trench.
A large assemblage of typical Late Neolithic cultural
material was also uncovered including several more
polished stone artefacts, another blade of pitchstone, and
large quantities of Grooved Ware some exhibiting the use
of different coloured clays, slips and applied coloured
pigments.
Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Orkney College, Robert Kiln
Trust, Royal Archaeological Institute, Orkney Archaeology
Society, British Academy and BBC

Orkney

Structure 8 floor deposits, Ness of Brodgar

Walls and Flotta
Hackness Battery
Watching brief
Andrew Hollinrake – Kirkdale Archaeology
ND 3376 9146 and ND 3371 9150 A watching brief was
maintained on 23 June 2011 during the excavation of five
small holes in advance of the installation of two new gates.
The location of one of the gates was adjusted, to avoid
damaging wall foundations revealed in a gap between the far
W end of the 1866 earthworks and the W boundary wall (ND
33709 91496). Other trenches revealed levelling deposits and
demolition/construction debris, probably associated with the
1866 remodelling of the battery, but possibly part of later
landscaping.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Right Row, Lyness
Standing building recording
Daniel Lee – ORCA
ND 3107 9506 A Level 3 standing building survey was
undertaken 1–2 February 2011 on a timber bungalow at 2
Right Row prior to its proposed demolition. The structure
was the last surviving house in a row of four, which formed
part of a WW2 Officers complex to the E of Baldry’s Camp.
Documentary and cartographic evidence suggested that the
building was completed in 1940. The eight room house was
constructed entirely of timber and contained many original

features, including doors, tongue-and-groove and gas lamps,
although some renovations had been carried out.
Archive: ORCA
Funder: Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme (HLF)

Roeberry Barrow, Cantick
Excavation
Daniel Lee – ORCA
ND 3405 8905 Excavations from 20–30 June 2011 concluded
work on this large (c11.5m wide by 1.2m high) burial
mound. The established trench was extended to the E, to
further investigate the partly excavated central stone-lined
cist, and to expose the edge of the large central area to the
N that was defined by substantial orthostats. This rubblefilled depression was previously thought to represent a large
disturbed central cist.
Excavations this season revealed that the first phase of
the monument consisted of a small stalled Neolithic tomb
measuring c3 x 2m internally with six large orthostats
forming two opposing pairs of stalls. The tomb was aligned
NE–SW with an entrance to the NE (unexcavated). The
concentric external stone revetment walls exposed during
previous seasons formed the outside of the tomb (c10m
in diameter). The large central depression that was partly
excavated last season (DES 2010, 132–3) turned out to be
the robbed remains of the NW cell, although the inner wall
had been removed. The tomb was not fully excavated, this
stall was the only part to be investigated to floor level, and
no human remains were recovered. A possible posthole
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was discovered below the robbed internal wall line,
perhaps representing a construction marker, and charcoal
was recovered for dating. Several cists were inserted into
the mound when the Neolithic tomb was backfilled. The
cists contained cremation burials and probably date to the
Bronze Age. A third cist (c0.80 x 0.49 x 0.62m), which had
been inserted into the top of the backfilled tomb entrance,
was discovered this season. The cist had previously been
disturbed and there was no evidence of a cremation burial.
Unburnt human bone was found within the loose backfill,
but this could have been incorporated during disturbance.

the excavation of settlement and cultivation remains and a
cemetery, radiocarbon dated to the mid-second millennium
BC, all of which are severely threatened by sand erosion. A
pair of stone walled structures thought to represent a house
and ancillary building, were excavated and a third building
was examined in detail. While the remains were found to have
been truncated by erosion and further damaged by rabbit
burrowing, sufficient survived to provide a comprehensive
insight into the development of the settlement and the life
of its inhabitants. Finds included steatite vessel sherds and
a substantial number of stone tools, over 70 of which were
recovered from the lining of a large pit. Excavation of the
cemetery uncovered further cremation and inhumation
burials, several of which had been truncated by erosion.
Cultivation remains included areas of ard marks and field
boundaries.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland
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Aberdalgie

Roeberry Barrow: Floor of the NW stall of the Neolithic chambered tomb, with
a pair of original orthostats in the foreground. The square barrow central cist is
shown to the right, looking NE

The key discovery this season was the remains of an
inhumation burial in the central cist. This relates to the
substantial stone constructed square barrow that was
built into the mound (DES 2009, 2010). The insertion of
this cist involved removing and breaking several large
orthostats and cutting into the backfilled Neolithic tomb.
The central inhumation had been disturbed, most likely
by antiquarians, and only the hands and feet remained in
situ. The body was crouched and laid on the left side. The
remains of a (?) juvenile inhumation, also crouched and
placed on the left side, was found outside the central cist
to the NE, within a layer of rubble. The unburnt human
bone found across the mound, especially in the N cist and
around the central cist, was probably derived from these
disturbed burials. The remains of the neonate burials
found in 2009 to the SW of the central cist could also date
to this phase (DES 2009, 141–2). These burial rites and
the square barrow architecture suggest that this phase of
the monument dates to the Iron Age and possibly the first
few centuries AD. The 2011 excavations have confirmed the
long history of construction and burial at Roeberry Barrow
from the Neolithic to Iron Age, and portray the monument
as a significant place for the communities at Cantick for
several millennia.

Aberdalgie
Casual find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NO 0821 2099 A 13th-century gold and garnet-set finger ring,
found in a tractor rut whilst dog walking across a stubble
field. It consists of a plain, narrow gold band of circular
section, with a raised, pentagonal bezel, the junction with
the hoop marked with a single rib. The enclosing edge of
the bezel is damaged as if someone had tried to get the
stone out and failed or perhaps replaced one stone with
the existing setting. The stone is a blood-red garnet (visual
identification). Comparison with several rings from England
suggests the 13th-century date. There are similar published
examples from Winchester and Salisbury and three recent
finds reported under the Portable Antiquities Scheme. All
have various stone/glass settings and come with various
bezel shapes. The closest parallel is the 13th-century example
from Dunterton, Devon, which has a pentagonal setting.
Red gemstones were seen as powerful amulets, particularly
against haemorrhaging. In terms of a medieval landscape
context, the find was close to the medieval parish church
of Aberdalgie. The 14th-century battle of Dupplin took place
nearby and one of the medieval routes from Perth into
Strathearn passed this way. Weight: 3.15g; external diameter:
24.7mm; internal diameter: 19.4mm; setting: 8 x 7.1mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Archive: ORCA (currently)
Funder: Orkney Islands Council, Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership
(HLF) and ORCA

Westray
Links of Noltland
Excavation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HY 428 493 A rescue excavation was undertaken at Links of
Noltland during May–November 2011. The work focused on
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Gold and garnet finger ring from Aberdalgie. Courtesy Perth Museum and Art
Gallery
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Ardoch
Black Hill Roman Camps
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NN 840 108 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
on 3 March 2011 during the excavation of 12 postholes in
advance of the installation of new anti-rabbit fencing around
the site. No significant archaeological features or artefacts
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Black Hill Roman Camps
Evaluation
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NN 840 108 (centred on) An assessment of the level of damage
caused by the felling of 20 trees by the wind was undertaken
on the 15 June 2011. Although the damage caused was quite
considerable no archaeological remains were observed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Braco
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Stuart Campbell – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
(MH) and Scottish Treasure Trove (SC)
NN 834 095 A mid- to late 16th-century gold button with
traces of white enamel infilling the floral design was found
during metal detecting. It is comparable but not identical to a
button excavated in Fast Castle, Berwickshire. Contemporary
portraits show such buttons used decoratively on sleeves
and jerkins. Such buttons rarely survive in the archaeological
record as they tended to be melted down to allow the reuse of
the gold to create something more fashionable. The signs of
damage on the button suggest it may have been about to be
reused when lost. Weight: 1.99g; diameter: 13.3mm.

undertaken June 2008–March 2011 at Lochelbank Wind
Farm. In 2008 two trial trenches were excavated across
the line of the Wallace Road. The sections showed that the
road had had been upgraded using modern hardcore. The
absence of any evidence of an original surface suggested
that it had never been more than a beaten earth track. In
2011 a 10m buffer zone was created around the scheduled
ancient monument of Cairn Geddes. A post-felling walkover
survey in Hill Wood to the W of Lochelbank Hill identified
the remains of a known quarry. The locations of previously
identified kale yards and clearance cairns were visited but no
remains were identified. A trackway known as Cadger Road
possibly follows the route of an existing forestry access track
running through the plantation.
Archive: RCAHMS and Perth and Kinross SMR
Funder: RWE Npower

Auchterarder
Aberuthven
Casual find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 9829 1580 A small, polished Neolithic stone axehead. It
is strikingly coloured, a mottled olive green and cream. The
rock type is diorite, probably not local to Perthshire. Although
smooth to the touch, it would polish up much smoother.
It has a broad, rounded cutting edge and a rounded butt.
Precise side faceting suggests it may have been reworked
from a larger axehead. It measures 85.7(l) x 55.8mm (w) and
weighs 216g. It was found in the early 1980s during potato
lifting at Maidenplain Farm, in a field that is now under the
widened A9.
Archive: Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Neolithic axehead from Aberuthven. Courtesy of Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Gold button from Braco. Courtesy Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Arngask
Lochelbank Wind Farm
Evaluation and survey
Melanie Johnson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NO 119 132 A programme of archaeological work was

Ben Effrey and Castle Craig: The Strathearn Environs and
Royal Forteviot Project (SERF)
Geophysical survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NN 9802 1153 (Ben Effrey) and NN 9760 1271 (Castle Craig)
A geophysical survey was carried out over the two hillforts,
29 June–4 July 2011, prior to excavation (see entry below).
Ben Effrey A gradiometry survey using a Dual Bartington
Grad601 was conducted across the length of the fort
(c5600m2). The ramparts were most clearly detected on the
S side of the hill and each gave a different response. The
innermost rampart was defined by a strong positive magnetic
signal with a halo of negative magnetism. The responses
of the middle and outer ramparts were discontinuous and
characterised by a few strong anomalies. An outer ditch and
a possible counterscarp were recorded parallel to the outer
143
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Discovery of a decorated stone bowl under stone rubble within the broch at Castle Craig

rampart. A circular area of variable magnetism was recorded
just within the inner rampart, and this may reflect an area
of activity. No definitive structures were identified in the
interior of the fort.
Castle Craig Both a gradiometry survey and a resistivity
survey (using an RM 15) were conducted over Castle Craig
Hillfort. The gradiometry survey over the summit of the hill,
where there is a grass covered bank, clearly defined the
edges of this feature. Within the interior of the enclosure
the magnetic responses were variable and quite strong,
particularly across an area visible as a raised platform on the
ground. Immediately outside the entrance of the enclosure
there were several other strong magnetic anomalies,
suggesting activity outside of the enclosure. Further
downslope the second of the outer banks also produced a
distinct and strong variable magnetic response. Overall the
resistivity survey generally defined areas of higher resistance
associated with the enclosure on the summit of the hill.
Archive: University of Glasgow (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Ben Effrey: SERF
Excavation and survey
Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
NN 9802 1153 As part of the SERF project an excavation and
survey was undertaken 1–21 August 2011. A topographic
survey of the fort, with readings taken at least every 2m, was
undertaken using a Leica 407 Total Station. A single trench,
30m long by 2m wide, was then excavated across the most
well-defined area of the ramparts on the S side of Ben Effrey
Hillfort.
The outermost rampart consisted of an earthen bank
made of material excavated from an outer ditch. A narrow
palisade trench discovered under the back of the rampart
suggested that a timber structure would have supported
this rampart during construction. The foundation of the
144

middle rampart was composed of huge boulders packed
with redeposited natural. The upper part of this rampart
had been heavily disturbed and some of the stone core had
collapsed downslope. The innermost rampart was composed
of boulders carefully knitted together with smaller stones.
Pockets of charcoal and ash amongst the stones in the core
suggested that timber was also used within the rampart.
Traces of a rough cobble surface were recorded immediately
behind the inner rampart in the interior of the fort.
Archive: University of Glasgow (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Castle Craig: SERF
Excavation
Heather James – University of Glasgow and Northlight Heritage
NN 97604 12714 As part of the SERF project in conjunction
with Northlight Heritage an excavation was undertaken
2–25 August 2011. The excavations revealed the remains of
a timber palisaded enclosure, which had been constructed
over a massive stone broch occupied in the Roman Iron Age.
The broch The exploratory excavations of the broch
suggested it had an exterior diameter of c23m and >5m thick
walls. The entrance was located on the SW and a cell was
built into the NW wall. A small area of floor consisting of
flat slabs and natural subsoil was exposed. The floor levels
were sealed by intensely burned deposits of clay, stones and
charcoal, which contained numerous artefacts dating to the
1st–2nd centuries AD, including fragments of glass bangles
and vessels, bronze objects and a stone bowl. Above this
destruction level was a deposit of c1m of tumbled stones,
which appears to derive from the upper levels of the broch
and contained finds including a bronze Roman patera.
The enclosure A low earth and stone bank, c28m in
diameter, was built upon the deliberately infilled broch. The
identification of at least two postholes in the bank suggests it
supported a timber palisade. A Norse bronze ring-headed pin
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was found in the demolition rubble.
Other features Directly below the summit of the hill a
trench investigated a rock-cut ditch. This feature, which
was at least 1.9m deep, was filled with massive amounts of
rubble. Towards the base of the hill two banks of earth and
stone were also explored, and a single fragment of shale
bangle recovered.
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow
Archive: University of Glasgow (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)

Blackford
Peterhead Enclosure, Auchterarder
Excavation
Kirsty Dingwall – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 924 098 An excavation was undertaken 19 October–24
November 2010 on a cropmark enclosure to the S of
Auchterarder. An area of this scheduled ancient monument
had partly been removed during the creation of a borrow
pit. When stripped of topsoil the site was seen to contain
a sub-oval enclosure, a number of scattered features, two
souterrains and at least two long cists.

other had the remains of what might be a log coffin along its
base. The cists are likely to be contemporary with a nearby
standing stone, which has carved Pictish symbols.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Reports: PKHT and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: I and H Brown

Blair Atholl
House of Bruar
Evaluation
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NN 82300 65900 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken
on 15 March 2011 on an irregularly-shaped field immediately
E of the House of Bruar and the scheduled ancient
monument of Clach na-I-Obairt standing stone (SAM 1517).
The evaluation consisted of the excavation of 21 targeted
trial trenches, covering 6.96% of the development area.
No significant archaeology was encountered across the
development area, but prehistoric remains were revealed
just E of the site. These consisted of a series of negative cut
features. The features were sampled and a fire-cracked stone
and fragments of Bronze Age Beaker pottery recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: House of Bruar

Caputh
Delvine Iron Age Fort
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 1152 3930 As an adjunct to geophysical work being
carried out by the Roman Gask project at Inchtuthil magnetic
and resistivity surveys were conducted, 17 March–5 April
2011, in the Iron Age fort at the extreme SW corner of the
Inchtuthil plateau. The earthworks here, partly excavated in
1901, are of two different periods. The earlier set appears
to have been somewhat oval in form consisting of an outer
ditch and a palisade trench within which a roughly paved
area (?hearth) was located. It seems probable that significant
portions of these structures have been lost by erosion of the
plateau margin. At a later date a series of five huge banks and
ditches was thrown up cutting off the end of the plateau and
in places overlying the earlier works. The later earthworks
seem almost too massive for normal defensive purposes. Did
this site, which commanded a spectacular view up the Tay
valley, have some more ritual function?

Cist under excavation at Peterhead Enclosure

The souterrains were very well preserved and contained
extensive deposits showing evidence of burning and
potentially of the storage of crops. One souterrain had the
remains of a lintel stone in situ, and it was therefore felt
appropriate to stop excavation and backfill the structure,
leaving it largely unexcavated. The other souterrain was
excavated down to basal deposits, although the stone lining
of the structure was left in place. No radiocarbon dating
has been undertaken, but the deposits within the structures
seem to point to a medieval rather than prehistoric date. The
cists identified are thought to be of Early Christian date. One
contained a relatively well preserved skeleton, while the

Delvine fort magnetic survey. The interpretation map shows previously
excavated positions of palisade, ditch and paving
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The geophysical surveys covered most of the flat inner
portion of the fort, which contains the earlier pair of
ditches. Resistivity showed little of archaeological interest
except a possible line of low anomaly following the track
of the main ditch. The magnetic survey also picked up this
ditch and hints at the palisade trench in places. There is
also an anomaly near, but not coincident with the ‘hearth’.
More interesting, however, is some evidence for another,
previously unrecognised, linear feature some 5m outside
and parallel to the main ditch along which there is a series
of point high anomalies (?pits). Other anomalies included a
strange oval feature (?modern), plus a strong anomaly that
possibly corresponds to the position of a former tumulus
shown on the 1st Edition OS 6" map.

completed Roman camp.
Continued survey of the large temporary camp, nearer the
fortress, confirmed the indications gained in past seasons
of an even denser pattern of internal (and indeed external)
pits than that seen in air photographs. Finally, coverage of
the so called ‘officers’ compound’ further E revealed what
is likely to be a third barrack to the S of the two already
known from excavation.
Archive: The Roman Gask Project
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Blairgowrie Geoscience

Hallhole Farm, Meikleour
Evaluation
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1794 3920 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken
on 11 July 2011 in advance of the construction of three grain
silos. The site was considered sensitive as it is adjacent to
the SE side of the scheduled ancient monument at Coin
Hill (SAM 6952), a prehistoric settlement site consisting
of roundhouses and souterrains. Three trenches, each
5m long by 2m wide, were excavated, covering 6% of the
available area. A large unworked boulder was identified
as an in situ glacial erratic and the excavations recorded
nothing of archaeological significance.

Inchtuthil fortress hospital high resolution magnetic survey

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The Meikleour Trust

Collace

Inchtuthil Roman fortress
Geophysical survey
DJ Woolliscroft and B Hoffmann – The Roman Gask Project
NO 125 397 The geophysical survey begun in 2009 (DES
2009, 145) of the fortress and its surroundings, continued.
It had been intended that the work would concentrate on
the area of the temporary camps to the SW of the main
fortress area, but the late harvest caused by an unusually
poor summer delayed things considerably. Instead, large
scale resistance work was continued inside the fortress, and
some of the principal internal buildings which had already
been covered magnetically, were re-scanned at higher
resolution (0.5 x 0.125m). This produced superb detail,
in places showing features that had not been detected by
the Richmond excavations. The best image was produced
by the hospital building, and its surrounding barracks,
where individual posts could be seen, but the principia and
fabrica also produced excellent data (for example a passage
between rooms in the NE wing of the latter). Outside the
fortress, a large oval feature detected near the NE gate
in 2009 had caused speculation that it might represent
an amphitheatre. The higher resolution data refuted this,
however, by showing the feature to be caused by two
different features that had previously appeared conflated.
Some work was also possible in the arable fields further
W. Magnetic work in 2010 (DES 2010, 137) had cast doubt
on the identification of a rectangular enclosure, towards
the SW end of the plateau, as a small Roman temporary
camp because only three sides could be detected and no
entrance breaks were found in the remaining sides. Aerial
coverage had produced the same picture, and in 2011 so did
a resistance survey. As resistance can often locate ditches
missed by other remote sensing techniques, this seems to
be a further indication that the feature is unlikely to be a
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Dunsinnan Hill
Casual find
Diarmid Hearns
NO 2139 3167 A Roman coin was found by the side of a
molehill a couple of metres to the N of the hillfort’s entrance
on 26 December 2011. The coin is small, crudely struck
and apparently bronze. The obverse has a faint, bearded
portrait wearing a diadem. The letters ‘C’ ‘A’ and ‘V’ are
visible. The reverse is largely smoothed away except for the
letters ‘F’ ‘A’ and ‘B’ and possibly a very faint figure with
an outstretched arm. Overall, the coin looks most like one
of Carausius. A fragment of grey slip pottery, c10 x 10mm,
was found in an adjacent molehill.

Comrie
Ardvorlich Estate
Walkover survey and watching briefs
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NN 6362 2100 to NN 6322 2287 along course of Ardvorlich
Burn and a branch to NN 6301 2118 A programme of
archaeological work was undertaken, May 2008–November
2010, in advance of the development of a new hydro-electric
scheme on the Ardvorlich Burn, Loch Earn. The routes of
the pipeline and tracks were located to avoid archaeological
remains and watching briefs were maintained during work
in sensitive areas.
The disturbance of archaeological remains was limited
to the division of a few field dykes and the demolition of
a late 19th-century saw mill, following standing building
recording. A total of 25 sites were recorded along the route,
including a farmstead (Site 14 at NN 6349 2257) and an
associated corn-drying kiln (Site 13 at NN 6340 2252); a
farmstead (Site 21 at NN 6333 2284); a field system (Site
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9 at NN 6320 2234); a woodland enclosure with pollarded
trees (Site 11 at NN 6313 2237); a woodland enclosure (Site
15 at NN 6343 2262) and three old tracks.
The most significant and extensive site was Site 2, a
shieling ground or semi-permanent settlement centred on
NN 6320 2127. A total of 68 individual sites were recorded
including four dykes, a still site (Site 2.37), two platforms
(Sites 2.50 and 2.51) and 61 shieling hut foundations, which
ranged from small circular turf huts to more substantial
sub-rectangular stone foundations. A possible corn-drying
kiln (Site 2.48), suggests this settlement may have been
used on a more permanent basis. A few of the huts had
clearly been built on top of earlier huts (eg Sites 2.19 and
2.58).
Archive: FAS (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ardvorlich Estate

Balimeanach (BC 1)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 63710 22757 Immediately E of a sheepdip on the 190m
contour an area of exposed igneous rock bears a single cup
mark measuring 55 x 20mm.
Balimeanach (BC 2)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 63877 23001 A rock 50m W of Balimeanach farmhouse
bears at least 17 cup marks, three of which have single rings.

medieval personal seal with a circular body and a short
stalk handle with hexagonal ribbing and a wide suspension
loop. Though the likeness is minimal the design appears
to be that of the dove and olive branch, with the ‘dove’
looking back at the foliage upper left. The inscription is in
Lombardic script and reads: + S’ ADE DE SCRAUCI?CLL.
This is not fully translatable as the final element, a place
name, is not identifiable (possibly it has been garbled or
over abbreviated), but we can see that it runs to formula:
‘The seal of Adam of …’. Weight: 6.97g; width: 21.1mm;
diameter: 18.5mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Coupar Angus Abbey
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 2235 3980 The previous geophysical surveys in Coupar
Angus Churchyard have not provided much evidence of
the important Cistercian Abbey that is assumed to have
existed in this area. As the site consists of mostly made
ground, which has been built up by several hundred years
worth of burials, it is possible that the surveys had not
reached the remains. A grid of 16 electrical resistance
tomography profiles with c10m spacing was measured in
the churchyard, 25 July–20 August 2011, and provided
information down to c2m below the current ground surface.
Though no really clear indications of abbey structures were
found, the general resistivity picture is very much what
one might expect from a heavily robbed abbey site, with a
cloister in the western part of the graveyard and monastic
buildings around it.
Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Cup-marked rock, Balimeanach (BC 2)

Balimeanach (BC 3)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 64117 22893 A stretch of bedrock adjacent to a
telegraph pole on a terrace above Balimeanach farmhouse
bears thirteen cup marks, at least two of which have single
rings, including the largest at 70 x 25mm.

Coupar Angus
Coupar Angus
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Stuart Campbell – Perth Museum and Art
Gallery (MH) and Scottish Treasure Trove (SC)
NO 228 400 Metal detecting in Coupar Angus in 2009
recovered a small copper alloy seal matrix of fine
workmanship and in good condition. It is a typical late

Glebe Field, Queen Street, Coupar Angus
Evaluation
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NO 22288 39818 An evaluation was undertaken on
4 November 2011 during the excavation of trenches for
a power line pole and underground cables in the NW
corner of the Glebe Field. In 1993 trenching by AOC
elsewhere in the field had exposed numerous human
burials, which appeared to span several centuries. No
burials were uncovered during this investigation, only a
few disarticulated human bones and large quantities of
19th-century artefacts, within a 0.5m deep heterogeneous
deposit, overlying glacial till. This material may be related
to landscaping contemporary with the construction of the
nearby mid-19th-century parish church.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: SSE plc

Crieff
Beauly to Denny 400kv Overhead Line
Watching brief, evaluation and excavation
Alastair Becket – Northlight Heritage
NN 8778 2031 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken 27 June–12 August 2011 during the
construction of an access track leading to a proposed tower
compound at Pittentian. The watching brief identified
a timber circle monument, consisting of two concentric
post-defined circles (c22.6m and 13.9m in diameter) and
a central setting of four large posts, as well as additional
features including pits and two putative house structures.
Approximately 50% of the timber circle was excavated
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during consecutive phases of evaluation and excavation,
while the remaining features were revealed then backfilled
to be preserved in situ. Environmental samples were taken
and finds of pottery and lithics recovered. A consideration
of the features and artefacts suggests a tentative Late
Neolithic/Early Bronze Age date (c3000–1500 BC) for the
site. A programme of post-excavation analysis is planned.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Monzie Churchyard
Casual find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 878 250 A medieval silver English penny of King Henry
III was found during grounds maintenance work in Monzie
Churchyard. It is unusual as it has been double-struck and
turned over between strikes, so that both the obverse and
reverse bear traces of both the obverse and reverse design,
each overlying the other in the opposite manner. It is a
voided long cross of class 3 type issued between 1216–72
and minted in Bristol. The long cross is the clearest image
on both sides, and a coin with two long crosses may have
been particularly appealing as an amuletic device to take to
the grave or be placed in someone’s grave. Weight: 1.29g;
diameter: 18.5mm.

NN 78989 58079 A sculptured cross-slab was identified in
the old burial ground at Kirkton of Foss during a survey,
undertaken October 2010–February 2011, to assess the
condition of 114 historic graveyards in Perth and Kinross
Council. The stone is readily visible and consists of a rough
schist slab lying in a recumbent position N of the present
church and near the E boundary wall. The visible upper
face displays the worn incised outlines of possibly three
crosses and below this are the partial remains of a large
knot motif. The crosses are of differing design and the knot,
half of which has been destroyed through loss of the slab’s
NE corner, is more clearly incised. The reverse face was not
inspected. This piece adds to the corpus of Early Christian
sculpture in highland Perthshire. A cross-incised stone also
exists at Tombreck, and the stone at Foss seems broadly
comparable with tripartite crosses at nearby Fortingall.
Foss was traditionally founded by St Chad during the 7th
century AD.
Archive: PKHT (deposited)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Dull
Camserney Burn, Aberfeldy
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NN 81962 49014 An evaluation was undertaken on
21 February 2011 prior to the redevelopment of a site
compound. The trial trench evaluation encountered
substantial infill deposits below the existing compound
surface, which suggested that sand and gravel aggregate
had been extracted before the site was previously developed
as a storage yard. Undisturbed deposits of natural sand and
gravel were only encountered around the fringes of the site.
No significant archaeological remains were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Balfour Beatty Utility Solutions Ltd

Carse Farm
Evaluation and watching brief
Alastair Becket – Northlight Heritage
NN 8025 4850 An evaluation and watching brief
was undertaken 9 March–17 September 2011 during
groundworks, including topsoil stripping, on the area of
a proposed borrow pit, associated with the construction
of the Beauly to Denny 400kV overhead line. The area
was considered sensitive due to its proximity to the two
standing stone sites at Carse Farm (SAM 1511 and SAM
1539). However, no significant archaeological features or
artefacts were recorded and it seems likely that, should
any such deposits have existed, they have been destroyed
by the intensive ploughing of this field over centuries of
agricultural activity.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Kirkton of Foss: Perth and Kinross Historic Graveyards
Condition Survey
Survey
Oliver JT O’Grady – OJT Surveys
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Dunkeld and Dowally
Dowally Burn
Evaluation and watching brief
Ben Blakeman, Ross Cameron and Tanja Romankiewicz –
Addyman Archaeology
NO 0020 4792 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken 31
January–25 May 2011 prior to the proposed construction of
a hydro-electric scheme at Dowally Burn. The development
covers a single large, 0.89ha (8900m2), field immediately to
the S of Dowally village and adjacent to the A9 road. The
area was considered sensitive due to the record of a cairn
and cist in the 19th-century New Statistical Account. The

Perth and kinross

entry describes the removal of a cairn, which revealed a
stone ‘coffin’, with further ‘coffins’ recorded in the vicinity.
A total of 20 linear trenches were excavated but the only
item of note located was the remains of a 1956 Wolsey
motor car buried in a large pit. A subsequent watching
brief on specifically targeted areas revealed the possible
remnants of the cairn structure, but too little survived to
determine its significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Blair Castle Estates

Dunning
Balquhandy Forest, Dunning
Desk-based assessment, walkover survey, excavation and
watching brief
Ray Cachart – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 024 104 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken on the site of a proposed access road
at Balquhandy Forest. A desk-based assessment identified
part of a new forestry access route, from the B934 to
Balquhandy Forest and to the N of the scheduled ancient
monument of Blaeberry Hill, as potentially archaeologically
sensitive. A walkover survey undertaken on 25 March
2011, from NGR NO 0246 1042 to NO 03275 10859 and at
NO 03495 10849, recorded walls and enclosures associated
with the deserted post-medieval farmstead of Blaeberry
Hill. A limited excavation was carried out, 17–18 May 2011,
on a section of field boundary at NO 02622 10458, which
was to be destroyed by the road. The turf was removed
from the northernmost 10m of the boundary wall and a
1m wide section was cut through it. The wall consisted of
haphazardly laid field stone overlain with turf. A watching
brief undertaken 6–7 June 2011, during topsoil stripping
from NO 0246 1042 to NO 0295 104, an area close to the
SAM revealed no significant archaeological deposits or
finds.

fragments were found in two of the graves, confirming that
the head was placed at the W end of the graves. Although
not fully excavated, two possible graves had a rough stone
slab capping; one of these was partially chisel-worked. The
largest grave cut had a circular posthole at its SE corner,
which resembled the features surrounding the central
burials in the conjoined square barrows excavated outside
Forteviot in 2007 (NO01NE 29).
The structural timber-beam slot and linear arrangement
of small oval pits were closely associated with the graves.
The timber-beam slot had a posthole at one end, indicating
a possible structural function. It was aligned W–E and was
seemingly respected by the graves, but did not clearly act
as a burial enclosure, and remains undated.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Fountain Forestry

Forteviot
Forteviot Churchyard: SERF
Excavation
Meggen Gondek and Adrian Maldonado – University of Glasgow
NO 05144 17480 As part of the SERF project two trenches were
excavated, 1–21 August 2011, in the Forteviot Churchyard.
One, a narrow trench situated at the E end of the church,
revealed a series of structures and building phases relating
to the church. These included the foundations of late 18thor early 19th-century external stairs, the foundations of the
1778 church building, and at least two phases of medieval
building. These phases included what is interpreted as a
stone medieval foundation wall and part of a structure
added onto the E end later in the medieval period. Finds
of stone slates and decorated window glass suggest the
medieval church building was a substantial and impressive
structure.
The second trench, located in an unused cemetery plot
in the modern extension to the graveyard, uncovered a
previously unknown cemetery of up to seven W–E oriented
graves, as well as undated oval pits and one possible timber
slot trench. The graves and other cut features were sealed
by a 1m deep overburden of soil containing mainly modern
midden material, possibly ‘night soils’ dumped from the
nearby manse. Each grave consisted of simple earth-cut
pits. A number of human teeth and heavily eroded bone

Recording of the many building phases under Forteviot Parish Church

Forteviot Cropmark Complex: SERF
Geophysical survey
Carmen Cuenca-García and Tessa Poller – University of Glasgow
A series of geophysical surveys were carried out over
four targeted areas in the main prehistoric ritual complex
at Forteviot in May–August 2010. The surveys aimed to
confirm the survival of archaeological features identified
by aerial photography and identify any other areas of
archaeological interest.
NO 0524 1699 Double ditch enclosure A multi-technique
geophysical survey was carried out over this feature to assess
the capabilities of four near-surface geophysical techniques
(earth resistance, gradiometry, ground penetrating radar
and EM38) as part of a PhD project. The two ditches of the
enclosure were detected by the gradiometer survey. The
earth resistance survey detected only the outer ditch of the
enclosure and a central pit. The EM38 survey detected the
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structure after the stripping of the topsoil. The partial GPR
survey successfully detected the targeted ditch.
NO 0534 1705 Henge The gradiometer survey carried out
in this area clearly detected the wide ditches associated
with this structure as well as the central pit.
NO 0547 1746 Square barrows The gradiometer survey
carried out in this area identified the central grave of the W
barrow but it did not detect any ditches.
NO 0543 1695 Palisaded enclosure A gradiometry survey
carried out across the NE corner of the palisaded enclosure
suggested the enclosure may have had an accompanying
linear ditch in places, and that several of the postholes
were burnt in situ. A notable large dipolar anomaly was
recorded within the interior of the enclosure.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: NERC, Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Forteviot Village: SERF
Geophysical survey
Adrian Maldonado – University of Glasgow
NO 05144 17480 A geophysical survey was undertaken 4–6
July 2011 at four separate locations in Forteviot village,
prior to the start of the SERF field school. The combination
of gradiometer and multiplexed resistivity surveys carried
out in the empty plot of land at the W end of the village
known as the Haly Hill, at Forteviot Church burial ground,
and on two areas in the grounds of the Manse (Greylag
House), revealed numerous anomalies that probably date
from medieval to modern periods.
The Haly Hill survey revealed numerous rectilinear
anomalies, which would appear to relate to the road and
associated farm buildings shown on the 1st Edition OS map.
The substantial variation in the multiplexed resistivity plots
hint at a deep stratigraphy of occupation.
A gradiometer survey on the lawn of the former parish
manse (now Greylag House) revealed what appear to be
the foundations of medieval or post-medieval stone-built
structures, probably relating to the manse and associated
outbuildings. A weakly defined E–W linear anomaly was
recorded across the length of the survey area. This may
relate to the garden features depicted on the 1st Edition
OS map, or the linear boundary ditch seen as a cropmark
to the E of the manse, which was excavated by Ewan
Campbell for the SERF project in 2010. A small area of the
adjacent paddock was also surveyed, but this was heavily
disturbed by modern service trenches and the results were
inconclusive.

Gradiometry survey being undertaken in the churchyard of Forteviot
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An exploratory grid of gradiometer survey was undertaken
in the parish churchyard, including sections of both the
medieval churchyard and the modern extension. Due to
disturbance from post-medieval lairs and modern nailed
coffins, the survey was inconclusive. The only clear feature
was the line of the former boundary wall, which is still
apparent on the ground surface. Due to the presence of
fragile recumbent grave slabs, resistivity was not attempted
in the churchyard.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Haly Hill: SERF
Excavation
Stephen Driscoll, Rebecca Younger and Kevin Grant – University of
Glasgow
NO 05076 17542 The excavation of several trenches at Haly
Hill, 1–21 August 2011, revealed parts of two post-medieval
buildings, the remains of an old road and associated farmyard
structures.
The larger of the two buildings was a byre dwelling
constructed in the late 18th or early 19th century, which had
been demolished when the village was remodelled in 1925.
The structure had undergone several phases of remodelling
as it was transformed from a cruck-framed structure with
clay-bonded walls, to one with roughcast mortared walls.
The other building, not fully excavated, may have been
originally constructed in the 17th century, with the site
subsequently occupied by a smithy. Copious quantities
of slag, coal ash, clinker and smithing waste, as well as
numerous iron objects were uncovered. The buildings claybonded walls had been heavily robbed. Only three walls were
located, suggesting that the side facing towards the road was
open. Following its use as a smithy the interior was paved
and the building used as a byre.
A trench excavated at the N end of the site, at the location
of a road depicted on the 1st Edition OS map, revealed a road
consisting mainly of clay with a cobble base and retaining
visible wheel ruts. An extensive area of fine pebble paving,
interpreted as a farm yard, was recording adjacent and to
the E of the road. This area overlapped with Alcock’s 1981
excavations.
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow

Manse and Paddock: SERF
Excavation
Ewan Campbell – University of Glasgow
NO 0518 1745 and NO 0518 1740 Two trenches were excavated,
1–21 August 2011, in the grounds of the former Manse in Forteviot
village as part of the SERF project. The first trench was opened
in the Manse paddock field. However, very deep deposits of
19th- and 20th-century garden soil prevented exploration of a
large area. A sondage recorded a single feature cut into the
natural gravel. This appeared to be a ramped posthole, similar
to, but smaller than, the early prehistoric postholes excavated
in the ceremonial complex in the field to the S.
A second trench, measuring 15sqm, was excavated in
the gardens of the former Manse and revealed a variety
of structural features, including a wall and stone paving,
overlying a pit associated with industrial activity. The major
feature was a linear dry stone revetment wall, which was
interpreted as a property division that may have defined
church or monastic lands in the medieval period. This is
aligned with a ditch excavated last year (DES 2010, 141).
Archive: University of Glasgow and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland and University of Glasgow
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Revetment wall within the old Manse garden in Forteviot

Fortingall
Camusvrachan Hydro-electric Scheme
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 61797 47928 – NN 61917 48830, NN 62157 48514 and NN
61700 48620 On 10 June 2011 a walkover survey undertaken
along the route of a proposed new hydro-electric scheme
at Camusvrachan, Glen Lyon, identified two previously
unrecorded structures. Near the N intake, at NN 61920
48797, are the scant remnants of a rectangular structure,
perhaps a shieling hut, measuring c11 x 4m. Near the E
intake, at NN 62268 48591, are the remains of what appears
to be a triangular structure measuring c3.5 x 3m with up to
five courses of dry stone masonry surviving. This building
is interpreted tentatively as an illicit still.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Eden Environment Ltd

Fortingall: Culdee Archaeology Project
Excavation and geophysical survey
Oliver JT O’Grady – OJT Surveys
NN 741 470 A second phase of pilot investigations, 17–31
August 2011, involved the expansion of geophysical surveys
and excavation of two trial trenches over the site a possible
early medieval monastery at Fortingall. The work formed
part of a programme of community-based fieldwork by the
Culdee Archaeology Project.
A gradiometer survey revealed a line of globular anomalies
in the Glebe field E of the village, beyond the main rectilinear
enclosure or vallum, which may represent prehistoric pits.
A resistance survey in the field S of Fortingall hotel traced
the W extent of the vallum and several internal wall or
bank divisions. An L-shaped trench, 4 x 8m (Trench B),
was excavated in a recently ploughed field, over a possible
entrance on the SW side of the vallum, which was identified
in 2010 by gradiometer survey. This revealed a section of
metalled road surface flanked on the W by part of a stone
lined bank, the terminus of the vallum. The remains of at

least three courses of a dry stone revetment were recorded
at the base of the bank terminus. At least two phases of
road were noted.
A glass bead was found imbedded in the surface of
the latest road. The bead was circular (12 x 7mm), but
only half survives. It is composed of an opaque yellow
paste body with a central perforation, light green twisted
trail decoration and three circumferential parallel red
bands. This has direct parallels with insular Anglo-Saxon
intimation traffic light beads, which have a date range from
the late 5th to 6th century AD and a distribution normally
centred on SE England and E Anglia. The Fortingall bead
is the most northerly example yet identified and adds to
a growing body of Anglo-Saxon finds from early medieval
Scotland. The find predates the suggested 7th-century date
for the sculptural assemblage at Fortingall Kirk. Additional
finds from Trench B included a King John English silver
penny retrieved from the topsoil. Animal bone and iron slag
were also found in successive layers of redeposited sand,
gravel and charcoal downslope from the road and the edge
of the river terrace.
An 8 x 2m trench (Trench A) was opened across the
main enclosure bank, at the point where a junction with
an internal division had been identified on the gradiometer
survey. The well preserved remains of the base of a stonelined bank with outer ditch were recorded, along with the
rubble foundations of a small wall abutting the main bank’s
inner face. The section of bank was faced with three large
schist slabs, and possible post-settings were located in the
bank matrix behind the slabs. The bank was 3.2m wide and
composed of rounded stones in dark yellow-brown sandy
silt. The ditch was buried under 0.85m of field soils, from
which a green-glazed fragment of pottery, a possible copperalloy pin head and a fragment of buckle were recovered.
The ditch was 1.48m deep and 3.14m wide. A drain, lined
with rounded stones and gravel, had been inserted into the
base of the ditch. A single flint scraper was recovered from
the drain. The edge of an apparently in situ slag deposit was
also located at the eastern lip of the ditch. Bulk soil samples
and charcoal samples were taken from the ditch fills for
palaeoenvironmental analysis and radiocarbon dating.
Local volunteers assisted with the excavation and surveys.
Two well attended open days were held with displays and
site tours for the public. Pupils from Glen Lyon Primary
School also took part in a day visit to learn more about the
archaeology. Thanks to Breadalbane Heritage Society for
voluntary help with the fieldwork and to Dr Ewan Campbell
for initial identification of the bead.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

The traffic light bead found during excavations at Fortingall
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East Camghouran
Evaluation
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 55158 56030 and NN 55227 56056 Several trenches were
opened on 13 June 2011 at two building plots around East
and Mid Camghouran, within the remains of the 19th-century
township of Camghouran on the S side of Loch Rannoch.
No structures, features or artefacts predating the 19th century
were found in any of the trenches.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Frank McGibbon

Finnart, Rannoch (Area 1)
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NN 538 500 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey was
conducted in March 2011 for an area of proposed forestry.
Work revealed that a possible shieling site (NN55NW 12)
was probably a small farmstead. An unrecorded sheepfold
was noted at NN 50454 54777.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry

Finnart, Rannoch (Area 2)
Survey
Stuart Farrell
NN 478 565 (centred on) A desktop and walkover survey was
conducted in March 2011 for an area of proposed forestry to
the S of Dunan Township (NN45NE 3). The work revealed an
unrecorded sheepfold at NN 4661 5655.
Archive and report: RCAHMS
Funder: McGlade Forestry

Invervar Hydro-electric Scheme
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 66524 48093 – NN 65971 49436 A walkover survey was
conducted on 27 April 2011 along the route of a proposed
hydro-electric scheme to the N of Invervar, Glen Lyon.
Nothing of archaeological significance was encountered.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Eden Environment Ltd

Wester Camghouran
Evaluation
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 54780 56070 A new cottage is to be built over the remains
of a building that formed part of the former township of
Camghouran on the S side of Loch Rannoch. To determine
whether any features predating this 19th-century settlement
survived within the new house plot several trenches were
excavated on 6 February 2011 through and around the ruined
building. Nothing of archaeological significance was found.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs R Murray

Fowlis Wester
Fendoch, near Crieff
Evaluation
Alastair Becket – Northlight Heritage
NN 9140 2780 An evaluation was undertaken 2 August–26
September 2011 on the line of a proposed access track (Track
71A and B) and the construction footprints of two tower
bases (TD102 and TD103). The work, which formed part
of the Beauly to Denny 400kV overhead line development
programme, recorded two pits and several plough marks of
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relatively modern date, and the remains of a probably postmedieval track. The track was avoided during the subsequent
construction of the access road.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Fort Cottage, Fendoch
Evaluation and excavation
Alastair Becket – Northlight Heritage
NN 9160 2860 An evaluation was undertaken 27–28 June 2011
and a subsequent excavation 20 September–3 October 2011,
prior to the creation of an access track and tower compound,
related to the construction of the Beauly to Denny 400kV
overhead line.
The work recorded 19 pits, many of which contained
charcoal. A spread of material rich in pottery, of supposed
medieval date, and fragments of a copper alloy object
(perhaps a buckle) were also recorded. Four pits contained
evidence of in situ burning and one contained a large
iron object, possibly the head of a pick or other tool. The
evaluation trenches also investigated a possible cropmark
site (NN92NW 21). This feature was found to be natural in
origin and linked to changes in the subsoil.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy

Fowlis Wester
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
NN 93992 23936 A fragmentary silver wire pendant cross of
16th- to early 17th-century date. The four arms of the cross
terminate in a trio of silver balls but two of these tri-terminals
have broken off, though they do survive as fragments. The
silver balls may be skeuomorphs for pearls and gems on
more elaborate crosses common on the Continent. The fine
wire-work is typical of Scottish silver ware at this time.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Henzie Burn Hydro-electric Scheme
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 84934 33254 – NN 85179 31984 A walkover survey
was undertaken on 22 September 2011 along the route of a
proposed new hydro-electric scheme by the Henzie Burn off
Glen Almond. Nothing of archaeological significance was
found along the route, although the remains of a shieling
hut were noted at NN 84839 33161, some 150m SW of the
intake point.
Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Kenmore
Kenmore
Watching brief
Melanie Johnson – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 7745 4590 A watching brief was carried out, 1 August–31
October 2010, during construction works associated with the
erection of a new wastewater treatment works at Kenmore.
No significant archaeological features or artefacts were
recorded.
Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Graham Construction

Taymouth Drive, Kenmore
Evaluation
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Ian Suddaby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NN 7753 4561 An evaluation covering an area of 185m2 was
undertaken in May 2011 prior to development of a greenfield
site. The site was considered sensitive as it lies within the
designed landscape of Taymouth Castle. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.

Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Peter Grewar

Kinross House
Assessment
Tom Addyman, John Sanders and Nicholas Uglow – Simpson and
Brown Architects
NO 12637 02044 A conservation plan was prepared, October
2010–January 2011, in advance of internal and external
conservation work. Kinross House is the single most
important project of Sir William Bruce. The house was the
first in Scotland to introduce certain ideas of state apartment
planning taken from France, and incorporated the latest ideas
from Palladio, re-emerging during the Restoration. The laying
out of the grounds began 1679 and building work followed
in the 1680s. However, Bruce’s political, social and economic
standing deteriorated, and the house was never completed.
The research was able to demonstrate that Bruce’s Great
Dining Room had been a double cube room, again derived
from Palladio, and comparable to rooms executed by Inigo
Jones before the Civil War. However, possibly during mid19th-century repairs to the roof, the ceiling was lowered,
and the musician’s gallery blocked. The space was further
compromised by a new enriched plaster ceiling designed by
Thomas Ross in c1906.
The greatest period of change at Kinross was under Sir
Basil Montgomery, who inherited the house in c1900. One of
the most significant discoveries was the involvement of Sir
Robert Lorimer, from 1899–1902. His greatest contribution
was alterations to the panelled entrance hall; here evidence
confirming Bruce’s original layout was also identified.
Thomas Ross subsequently took over the work after 1902.
The house remained largely unchanged in the 20th century.

Kilspindie

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: First Sight Estates Ltd

Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: KDM Architects

Kettins
Hillview, Campmuir
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 21639 37792 A watching brief was carried out on
2 November 2011 during topsoil stripping in the footprint of a
new house and garage to the W of Hillview. Three small cut
features of Victorian/early modern date were investigated,
but nothing relating to the Roman temporary camp of
Lintrose was located.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mrs Ann Stewart

West Ardler Farmhouse
Standing building recording
Derek Hall
NO 254 413 A photographic survey was undertaken and
drawn elevations produced of the former farmhouse and
associated buildings at West Ardler on 16 November 2010.
The farmhouse has a fine pedimented front on its main
elevation and may date to the late 18th/early 19th century.

Evelick Castle
Evaluation
Tom Addyman – Addyman Archaeology
NO 20387 25954 An assessment was undertaken on 3 May
2011 of Evelick Castle. The aim of the work was to enhance
and extend the analysis contained in plans of the structure
produced by the RCAHMS. In addition to undertaking an
assessment of the standing ruin a record was made of other ex
situ architectural fragments. Many of these are incorporated
into a ruined cottage to the NE of the existing farm complex.
A revised ground floor plan was also surveyed.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Private clients

Kinross
Classlochie Farm
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Stuart Campbell – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
(MH) and Scottish Treasure Trove (SC)
NT 1350 9958 An amuletic medieval finger ring was found
by Mr J Crombie while metal detecting. It is a plain band
of silver bearing the inscription A+G+L+A+ around its
outer face. This was a very common form of apotropaic
abbreviated inscription believed to have magical powers,
not least when incanted like a prayer. The abbreviation is
short for the Latinised version of a Hebrew phrase Atha
Gebri Leilan Adonai, meaning ‘Thou art mighty forever,
O Lord’. The phrase itself, its abbreviation, the crosses in
the inscription and the ring itself were all deemed to have
magical power.

State staircase ceiling. This space was the only interior to be completed with an
enriched plaster ceiling by Sir William Bruce in the 1690s
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Lochleven Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 1372 0178 (centred on) A watching brief was maintained
on 30 March 2011 during the excavation of three trenches
for new signs. One of the trenches was located next to the
shore to the NW of the castle, an area that would originally
have been submerged at the time the castle was built. The
remaining two trenches were located in the inner courtyard;
one next to the N range and the other near the wall-walk
stairs in the SW corner of the courtyard. A considerable
amount of artefactual evidence was recovered from these
small excavations including oyster shell, bottle glass, bone
and pottery.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Little Dunkeld
Griffin Wind Farm
Evaluation
Magnar Dalland – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 93 44 An evaluation of two large turf-covered mounds
and a possible structure was undertaken 11 October–12
November 2010. The sites had been identified during the
course of a walkover survey. The evaluation established that
the two mounds were natural features. The structure was
identified as a square or rectangular cairn, possibly a Pictish
burial cairn.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Griffin Wind Farm Ltd

Griffin Wind Farm
Excavation and watching brief
Laura Scott – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 93 43 A series of archaeological investigations were
carried out, 13 December 2010–28 June 2011, in advance of the
construction of Turbines 26–30 and 38 at Griffin Wind Farm.
The investigations in the area of Turbines 26–30 consisted
of the excavation of ten cairns and four linear banks near
Turbine 26, and the monitoring of topsoil stripping associated
with an access road, lay down areas and the footprints of
Turbines 27–30. A small enigmatic mound believed to be a
ring cairn was also investigated, but was found to a natural
feature. The features excavated at Turbine 26 were found to
be related to land clearance associated with the settlements
located downhill towards the Ballinloan Burn.
The investigations at Turbine 38 consisted of the excavation
of six cairns and three linear banks, identified during a
walkover survey of proposed access tracks and turbine bases.
A watching brief undertaken during the installation of a cable
trench, in the area to the E of Turbine 38, identified a seventh
cairn and a fourth linear bank. The cairns varied in shape
and form and three were kerbed, which led to the initial
tentative identification of the features as possible funerary
cairns. However, the excavation established that the cairns
were probably the result of land clearance. The abundance
of cairns suggests that intensive agricultural activity was
occurring in the area.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Griffin Wind Farm Ltd

Logiealmond
Little Glenshee
Casual find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
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NN 98 34 A small Neolithic polished stone axe, measuring
61.9mm long by 41.2mm wide and weighing 52.5g. It is
an attractive mottled dark green colour, made from cryptocrystalline quartz (probably green jasper). The working edge
and the butt end both have rounded profiles and the sides
have carefully worked facets, which may suggest the reworking of a larger axehead.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Longforgan
Invergowrie Primary School
Evaluation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NO 345 302 An evaluation was undertaken on 19 October
2011 prior to the construction of an extension to Invergowrie
Primary School. No significant archaeological features or
artefacts were identified during this or a previous evaluation
undertaken in 2010.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Perth and Kinross Council

Market Knowe, Longforgan
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 312 305 An evaluation was undertaken on 14 December
2010 on a proposed house site adjacent to Market Knowe.
A single trial trench was opened on a NE–SW alignment
immediately adjacent to the scheduled ancient monument
of Market Knowe (SAM 2879). A single long cist was located
towards the SW end of the trench at a depth of 0.35m (60m
OD) below modern ground level. Two small cut features were
also located which post-dated the cist and probably related to
a former property boundary. The cist was fully recorded and
the trench carefully backfilled.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Andrew Leonard

Market Knowe, Longforgan
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NO 312 305 As much as possible of a proposed house site
adjacent to Market Knowe and associated drainage was
machine stripped on 10 March 2011, in an attempt to ascertain
the number of cist burials on the site. A second long cist was
located at a depth of 0.35m below modern ground level and
8.4m to the E of the one recorded in the first evaluation. The
cist was fully recorded and the trench carefully backfilled.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Todd

Madderty
Inchaffray Abbey
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Jenny Shiels – Perth Museum and Art Gallery (MH)
and Scottish Treasure Trove (JS)
NN 952 225 (centred on) This is a fede ring of silvered copper
alloy. Such rings were an expression of trust and friendship
based on the symbolism of clasped hands. As here, fede rings
were typically made in the form of two clasped hands, the
hands detailed in the round so that they were visible on both
faces of the ring. In addition this example carries a Blackletter
or Gothic inscription that is highly abbreviated or garbled,
and further work is needed to translate it: [H] M ? M I [E]
S V S; the second word is probably Jesus. It is probably an
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apotropaic phrase to do with love or trust or bringing good
fortune. The ring measures 23.4mm (diameter) by 5.3mm
(wide) and weighs 3.02g. The ring was a metal detector find
from within the scheduled area of Inchaffray Abbey and so
no finder’s reward was paid.

grass-covered, stony mound differs from stone spreads
scattered around this part of the valley, some of which are
natural in origin and others the result of field clearance. It is
possible that this feature, which is located a short distance
from the intake point, is a burial mound.

Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Archive and report: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Inchaffray Abbey
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Nick Holmes – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
(MH) and Scottish Treasure Trove (NH)
NN 95482 22481 (jeton) and NN 95514 22511 (weight) Two
unusual numismatic finds were recovered from close to
Inchaffray Abbey. An English jeton of probably early 14thcentury date, made of latten and bearing a castle on one side
and a long cross fleury on the other. The second find was a
brass coin weight for a Florentine gold florin of 14th- to 15thcentury date and made in France or Italy. Both pieces form a
useful further strand in the evidence for widespread trading
contacts for Inchaffray Abbey in the later medieval period.

Orwell

Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Meigle
Meigle Churchyard
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 2870 4460 A series of 23 electrical resistance tomography
profiles arranged in a rough grid was measured across Meigle
Churchyard. The work was undertaken 4 May–8 June 2011
and analysis of the data is ongoing, but no really significant
sub-surface features appear to have been delineated.
Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Methven
Tops of Leadnock
Geophysical survey
Peter Morris – Blairgowrie Geoscience
NO 0438 2852 Magnetic and resistivity surveys carried out,
24 November 2010–24 March 2011, aimed to locate buildings
shown on an estate plan of 1769. These were presumably
removed when the estate owner, Thomas Graham, improved
his lands. The magnetic survey was hampered by the
underlying geology; a strongly magnetic dyke runs beneath
the most likely village site. The resistivity survey identified one
or two linear features, though these appear to be boundaries
rather than house sites. Given the considerable uncertainties
that exist as to where the village site was located, it is quite
possible that a larger survey is required.
Archive: Perth and Kinross SMR and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Blairgowrie Geoscience

Monzievaird and Strowan
Glen Shervie Hydro-electric Scheme
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 81900 34620 – NN 82070 33930 On 22 September 2011
a walkover survey was conducted along the route of a
proposed new hydro-electric scheme in Glen Shervie off
Glen Almond. The only feature of interest encountered
was a roughly oval mound located between an estate
road and the Glenshervie Burn, at NN 82190 34094. This

Burleigh Castle
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NO 1288 0458 A watching brief was maintained on 29
September 2011 during the excavation of a single trench for
the footings of a new interpretation board. The excavation
revealed ‘fill’ deposits over earlier ground surfaces. As the
threshold of the main gateway is at the current ground level,
this means that there may have been sloping ground (a
ditch) within 5m of the main façade of the late 16th-century
castle. The presence of the ‘fill’ deposits suggests that the
ditch was more prominent in the relatively recent past, i.e.
until the ground was levelled, perhaps during the late 19th
century/early 20th century. This landscaping activity may
be contemporary with the development of the neighbouring
19th-century steading. The reduced castle sits in conjunction
with a series of carefully planned buildings, the cottages
and outbuildings located on either side of the present A911
road. The ditch appears to have followed a wide and curving
alignment, which cuts across the S end of the castle façade,
suggesting it relates to an earlier period of fortification (mid16th century or earlier).
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Channel Farm, Kinross
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Stuart Campbell – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
(MH) and Scottish Treasure Trove (SC)
NO 15 04 A late 16th- or 17th-century Scottish lead personal
seal matrix was recovered by Mr J Crombie during metal
detecting. The stalk handle and half of the flat, circular face
are missing. The seal was presumably deliberately defaced
on the death of its owner, which was a common practice.
The back of the face shows rays of what may have been a
sunburst. The depiction of a flower or sunburst on such seals
was a common feature. Only half the inscription survives, in
clear Roman capitals (apart from one letter which has been
cut and reads: MARGA[]RITE .E. This is presumably a variant
of the name Margaret and so indicates the seal belonged to a
woman. The central design cannot be deciphered, the outline
of half an elaborate shield can be seen, but nothing of the
personal arms on the shield. It is 33.5mm in diameter, 3.3mm
thick and weighs 8.82g.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Milnathort
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Stuart Campbell – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
(MH) and Scottish Treasure Trove (SC)
NO 125 045 A late 16th- to mid-17th-century plain gold finger
ring. It is complete but for the rectangular, bevelled setting
for a gemstone or cut-glass, which is empty. There are scratch
marks in the base of the setting. The ring is otherwise in
very good condition. The plainness of the ring is indicative of
changing European taste at the end of the 16th century, which
155
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moved away from gaudy ostentation to something with more
restraint. Weight: 4.01g; external diameter: 21.8mm; internal
diameter: 20mm; bezel: 7 x 6.1mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Perth
Fair Maid’s House
Watching brief
David Perry – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 1183 2380 A watching brief was undertaken 23 April–22
November 2010 during development work at Fair Maid’s
House, 21 and 23 North Port. The garden area to the rear
of the building was lowered to allow the construction of an
extension. Medieval pottery and animal bones, including the
spine of a cow, were recovered from a garden soil that sealed
a linear slot cut into the natural, possibly a boundary on a
different alignment to the present boundaries. A single sherd
of medieval pottery was recovered from the fill of the slot. The
feature had been previously identified during an evaluation
of the site by CFA in 2006. A pit lined with a barrel, used as a
mortar mixer, was cut into the garden soil. A stone-lined well
was also recorded under a boundary wall.
The foundations of the N or back wall of the Fair Maid’s
House (23 North Port) were revealed and recorded, as were
the foundations of the original back wall of 21 North Port. The
foundations of two possible former buttresses were recorded.
One was located beneath the present buttress built in 1893–
4, the other outside the ground floor window. The present
buttress contains two reused stones; a third reused stone was
displaced from the buttress during the redevelopment. The
insertion of a new access in the 19th-century gable between
21 and 23 North Port uncovered a number of reused stones,
none of evidently medieval date.
The digging of two pits for supports for a new stair inside
21 North Port revealed that the building had been built over a
garden soil, and a possible gravel path on a similar alignment
to the old boundary found outside. Most of the deposits
inside the building were post-medieval or recent, including
a stone floor, patched with cobbles and bricks. A possible
soakaway was cut into a levelling deposit, of clay and stones,
which was similar in composition to the original back wall.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Royal Scottish Geographical Society

St John’s Kirk
Watching brief
David Perry – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 11942 23546 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
15 September 2010–27 May 2011 during renovations and
alterations at St John’s Kirk. A large quantity of disarticulated
human bone and the partial remains of 11 skeletons were
found inside the church. Where possible the skeletons were
left in situ, and all of the bones were reburied inside the
church. A number of architectural stones were recorded,
including pieces of black limestone (‘Tournai marble’), as
well as medieval pottery, animal bone, nails and a Neolithic
flint blade. Foundation scarcements for the N and S walls
of the nave survived, as did the foundation plinths for the
pillars of the N and S arcades of the choir.
The partial remains of 16 skeletons and more disturbed
human bones were recorded in the former graveyard. The
bones found outside of the church were reburied in Wellshill
Cemetery. The graveyard extended at least as far W as the
pavement outside the City Hall and as far N as the entrance
to Kirkgate. The remains of the W and E walls of the
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18th-century Meal Market and two walls, which were cut into
the graveyard near the church, were recorded on the W side
of the church.
A former cellar/boiler room for the E church and a double
chamfered scarcement, with a single mason’s mark, were
recorded on the N side of the church. The graveyard was
found to have extended over the medieval midden layers of
the burgh at the S end of Kirkgate.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Trust for St John’s Kirk

Neolithic flint blade found inside St John’s Kirk, Perth

Portmoak
Kinnesswood
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Stuart Campbell – Perth Museum and Art Gallery
(MH) and Scottish Treasure Trove (SC)
NO 1738 0299 This small, oval enamelled plaque has a
tricolour combination of yellow/green/red and white/light
blue/red in triangular cells and is typical of the enamelling
workshops of Limoges, central France. These workshops
were prolific in the 12th and 13th centuries in producing a
wide range of decorative plaques for religious and secular
pieces. Such plaques were used to decorate the crests and
bodies of reliquaries, caskets, coffrets and book covers. The
location of this find, on the E shore of Loch Leven, places it
in the vicinity of three medieval sites, which might have had
such plaque-decorated containers, particularly reliquaries:
St Serf’s Priory, Scotlandwell Hospital and Loch Leven
Castle. The arrangement of the four enamel cells helps to
define a striking dark blue saltire cross. If the plaque were
from a reliquary from either St Serf’s or Scotlandwell, both
dependencies of St Andrews, then such a symbolic reference
would have been entirely appropriate. Weight: 5.90g; length:
35.5mm; width: 23.9mm.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

St Serf’s Priory: Culdee Archaeology Project
Surveys and excavation
Oliver JT O’Grady – OJT Surveys
NO 16156 00260 A walkover survey, geophysical surveys and
an excavation of two trial trenches were undertaken, 1–13
August 2011, at the site of St Serf’s Priory. The work formed
part of a programme of community-based fieldwork by the
Culdee Archaeology Project.
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The gradiometer survey revealed a series of large concentric
oval enclosures centred on the surviving priory chapel at
the SE side of the island. The largest enclosure was 200 x
110m and has been interpreted as the remains of the possible
vallum or sanctuary enclosure for the Pictish monastery of
St Serf’s, thought to have been established during the late
7th century AD. These findings were corroborated by data
from the resistance survey, which showed a curvilinear
anomaly defined by a band of high and low resistance. Linear
anomalies and areas of magnetic disturbance within the
enclosures may be remains of historic roads, light industry or
occupation areas within the monastery. The general outline
of the high medieval priory buildings were also traced, as
were suggestions of the N and S range, which are no longer
apparent on the surface and were probably extensively
robbed out.
Trench A was opened to investigate a visible earthwork
63m NW of the priory. This ditch/cutting, which measures
70m long by 10m wide and 1.5m deep, was initially
identified during a site visit in April 2011. A 2 x 15m trench
was excavated at the E end of the feature and a half section
taken of the S side. The excavation recorded a small mound
of dumped fine white sand, containing sherds of medieval
pottery, overlying thin compacted layers of highly organic
material, which were considered indicative of periods of
standing water. The feature was man-made, with several recuts on the S side, and had a roughly flat base. A fish pond
is recorded on the island during the 16th century and this
feature could have been adapted for this purpose, before the
loch water level was lowered in 1830.
Trench B (2 x 10m) was positioned to evaluate a section
of the large enclosure and possible vallum identified by the
geophysical surveys at the E end of the island. The remains
of a low and c3m wide earth bank were recorded in the
trench. The bank was buried to the S by a medieval field soil,
which contained pottery, corroded iron nails and a possible
knife blade.

The S edge of a cut feature, identified as an outer ditch,
was revealed (in plan) in the middle of the trench, below
0.6m of sand and gravel subsoils. The ditch appeared as
bands of dark silty sand, charcoal and sandy gravel, which
ran perpendicular to the trench. The S edge of the feature
was partially investigated, to confirm the cut profile and
obtain charcoal samples for radiocarbon dating. A fragment
of a possible ceramic crucible was found in the upper fill
of this feature. The possible ditch was preserved in situ for
future investigation and the trench backfilled.
A walkover survey across the island located several small
earthwork features to the S and E of the priory remains. These
may be turf-built cellular buildings, of possible Early Historic
date, and the remains of corn-drying kilns. Several shooting
hides were also found across the island, with a concentration
at the W end.
Local volunteers assisted with the excavation and
surveys. An open day was held with information and finds
on display. The Scottish Glider Centre also recorded new
aerial photographs of the site during excavation. Thanks
to members of Kinross-shire Historical Society and Kinross
Marshall Museum for voluntary help with the fieldwork.
More information can be found on the project’s Facebook
community forum page.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: Historic Scotland and PKHT
Funder: Historic Scotland and Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

West Brackley Farm
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Nick Holmes – Perth Museum and Art Gallery (MH)
and Scottish Treasure Trove (NH)
NT 15 98 A number of items of medieval and post-medieval
metalwork including coins, spindle whorls, a stud, a buckle
and a brooch were found by Mr J Crombie while metal
detecting. The coin is a silver penny (c1390–1406) of Robert
III which was found neatly folded double. Bent coins were
a common form of medieval votive, generally representing
a vow to undertake a pilgrimage. The bent coin was left
at the appropriate shrine upon completion of the journey.
They are also known from medieval burials. The holy well
at Scotlandwell is close to West Brackley, and the major
shrine churches of St Andrews and Dunfermline are also
relatively close. Any of these (or others) could have been
the destination for a pilgrim who perhaps lost a vow-penny.
Weight: 65g; diameter: 4.4mm.
The second significant item was half of a 14th-century cast
copper alloy annular brooch, highly abraded in patches and
its pin missing. Against a hatched background most of the
surviving letters of an inscription in Gothic or Blackletter
script can be seen. They appear to make no sense: N M [] R
A R V S, but are probably a representation of the common
phrase found on such jewellery, AVE MARIA GRACIA
PLENA (‘Hail Mary Full of Grace’). This was often applied
as a garbled or pseudo-text, but the presence of the letters
was enough for some to give it magical, apotropaic efficacy.
Weight: 3.96g; diameter: 36mm.
Archive: Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Volunteers start excavating at the possible vallum on St Serf’s Island,
Loch Leven_NO10SE 3 © Dr Oliver JT O’Grady

Wester Balgedie
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Nick Holmes ‑ Perth Museum and Art Gallery (MH)
and Scottish Treasure Trove (NH)
NO 1583 0403 A silver penny of William I the Lion was found
at Wester Balgedie. This is a very rare example of an early
striking of the first coinage of William I, with his obverse
head paired with a reverse showing a short cross fourchée (or
bifurcated) with fleur de lys in each quarter. Very few coins
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appear to have been struck between the death of David I in
1153 and the introduction of the crescent and pellet coinage
in around 1180, under his successor but one, William I. There
appear to be less than ten of these coins known to survive,
mostly in private hands and only one other in a public
collection, that of the NMS.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Redgorton
Bertha Roman Fort
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall and Fraser Hunter – Perth Museum and Art Gallery (MH)
and National Museums Scotland (FH)
NO 0987 2690 Illegal metal detecting within the scheduled
area of Bertha Roman fort recovered mostly non-descript,
modern detritus along with a Romano-British copper
alloy brooch and a 19th-century dress fitting. The brooch
is an enamelled umbonate disc brooch with a catchpin fastening. It measures 40 x 39.4mm; max thickness
17.4mm; and weighs 19.12g (with some adhering soil,
including charcoal flecks). It is comparable, though not
identical to a disc brooch from Newstead. It presumably
falls within a 2nd- to 3rd-century date bracket. Although the
majority of the blue and red chevron enamel cells are intact
the central, round cell, is empty and the brooch is generally
abraded, with damage to the projections and the pin (the
tip of which is missing).
The enamelled copper alloy dress fitting is in a style,
colouring and condition which suggest a medieval inspired,
19th-century date. It measures 18.2mm in diameter, with a
closed length of 16.1mm and a fully open length of 47.9mm.
It weighs 5.33g. On one side is a crescent moon and star
(the moon infilled with scrolls against white enamel; the star
surrounded by pellets against a blue enamel ground). The
other side shows a bird that looks rather like a flamingo, but
may be intended as a pelican in her piety image. Two pairs
of closing rings are hinged by small floral studs. Two further
single rings may have lost their matching opposites.

Scone
Colen
Geophysical survey
DJ Woolliscroft and B Hoffmann – The Roman Gask Project
NO 115 303 Resistance and magnetic surveys were conducted
on a faint cropmark seen from the air in 2010 (DES 2010,
9). The feature had been poorly seen, but had appeared
reminiscent of a small Roman fortlet of the type known on the
Gask line, to the SW, at Glenbank, Kaims Castle and Midgate.
However, the better image provided by the survey suggested
that the site was a natural feature. Possibly an optical illusion
based on a combination of glacial out-wash features.
Archive: The Roman Gask Project
Funder: Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

St Madoes
Inchyra (Tofthill Farm)
Metal detector find
Mark A Hall – Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 85/10), allocated to Perth Museum
and Art Gallery, with no finder reward being paid
Horse harness pendant from Inchyra. Courtesy of Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Roman brooch, Bertha © Crown Office
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NO 1874 2079 This horse harness pendant is a circular,
open-relief mount with a transverse opening suspension
lug. The design shows a central figure, possibly wearing a
crown and with outstretched hands that appear to be clasped
in the mouths of two animals, to right and left. The beasts
are slender and sinuous, with leonine-like heads. Each has
a clearly delineated mane and a tail that wraps around the
hind legs, large paws are delineated in the same way as the
man’s feet. The scene could represent Daniel and the Lions
but this is not automatic as there are several depictions of
a man (sometimes Christ) between two beasts in medieval
art. Its style and comparison with a pendant from Old Sarum
Castle, Salisbury, suggests a late 11th- to early 13th-century
date. The Old Sarum example was originally silvered and
enamelled blue. The Inchyra example is the first complete
one of this type of harness pendant found in Scotland,
although a half fragment with a near identical design had
been recovered from Rattray, Aberdeenshire. In addition to
the three mentioned, there is one other in the British Museum.
They appear to have been more common (or at least they
survive better) on the Continent. There is a complete, gilded
example from Regenstein Castle, Blankenburg, Germany, and
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now in the collections of Halle Museum. The Continental
examples generally represent animals, frequently birds,
sometimes with human faces. Their design repertoire was
transmitted from Late Antiquity into the Middle Ages and are
found throughout the Romanesque period and into the 13th
century on a range of media including architectural reliefs in
churches and castles, on sarcophagi, on gold jewellery, metal
mounts, ivory, bone and steatite carvings, on bracteates and
cloth, as well as in book and wall paintings and on leather.
They probably had an amuletic function to avert evil. The
findspot of the Inchyra piece is within the route-corridor
accessing ferry crossings between St Madoes/Inchyra and
Abernethy. Weight: 20.55g; diameter: 39.1mm (46.4mm with
suspension loop).
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

The Old Schoolhouse, Cottown
Standing building recording
Tamlin Barton – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 2057 2102 (centred on) A survey was undertaken
18–29 March 2011. The aim of the survey was to refine
and enhance the drawn record of the structure produced
by the RCAHMS in 1993. All external vertical surfaces and
internal elevations containing window and door features
were surveyed using a Leica Reflectorless Total Station. The
survey was then rendered in a CAD package and a plan and
elevations produced.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Tibbermore
Perth
Casual find
Mark A Hall and Alan Saville – Perth Museum and Art Gallery (MH)
and National Museums Scotland (AS)
NO 095 229 A small, polished Neolithic stone axehead. Made
from volcanic greenstone, it has the typical pale colour of the
Langdale (Group VI) or, to a lesser extent, the Killin (Creag
na Caillich, group XXIV) axe factory products. It has a broad,
gently curving blade-edge and a butt that tapers to a point,
which is broken off. It measures 72.5(l) x 43.8(w)mm and
weighs 65.4g. The edges have ground facets which may
indicate it was reworked from a larger axehead.
Claimed as Treasure Trove, allocated to Perth Museum and Art
Gallery

Town Lade, Perth
Desk-based assessment and walkover survey
Tamlin Barton – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NO 09 25 (centred on) A programme of work was undertaken
which aimed to give an overview of Perth’s historic lade. The
city lade runs for some 4.5 miles from a weir known as Low’s
Work on the River Almond by Huntingtower, through Tulloch
estate and onwards to Perth city centre, where it exits into the
River Tay by Perth Bridge. The entire open length of the lade
was surveyed over four days between the 10–24 May 2011.
The recent winter flooding had caused damage to the weir
at the intake on the River Almond and this meant that upper
portions of the lade were dry during the survey. As well as
recording the general condition of and alterations made to
the mills along the lade, the survey identified several new
features, including earthworks near Ruthvenfield and various
clay pits of indeterminate date near Perth Crematorium.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Tulloch NET

The waterwheel at Huntingtower Bleachfield – Town Lade, Perth
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Erskine
Whitemoss Fort
Evaluation
Fiona Baker – Firat Archaeological Services Ltd
NS 4201 7181 and NS 4206 7174 Four evaluation trenches were
excavated, 13–16 May 2008 in advance of the construction of
shower and accommodation blocks. The site was considered
sensitive due to its proximity to Whitemoss Roman fort. A
buried illuviated soil was recorded in two trenches, and a
single 17th-century pot sherd was recovered from a plough
furrow. A Neolithic flint scraper was also found in topsoil.
Archive: FAS (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Ingliston Country Club

Paisley
Paisley Abbey Drain
Excavation
Robert Will and Tiziana Ceci – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 4849 6388 A limited excavation was carried out 2–12
September 2011 on the site of a major medieval drain at
Paisley Abbey. This work followed on from previous work in
2009 and 2010 to investigate the construction of the drain and
the deposits surrounding it. Although deep demolition layers
and recent levelling deposits were recorded in both trenches,
there were areas of undisturbed archaeological deposits.
The remains of the foundations of a substantial stone wall
and associated cobbled surface were uncovered in Trench 1,
built over the drain. A stone-built structure, possibly an
oven or kiln, was uncovered in Trench 2, and both features
could be part of the monastic precinct. In addition to the
possible medieval structures, more recent deposits relating
to the buildings and tenements that occupied the site in
the 19th and early 20th centuries were also recorded. The
project was run in collaboration with Historic Scotland,
Renfrewshire Local History Forum, Renfrewshire Council
and Paisley Museum.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS
Funder: Renfrewshire Council: Paisley N and S local area
committees
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Renfrew
Renfrew Town Hall
Watching brief
Kevin Paton and Thomas Bradley-Lovekin – AOC Archaeology
Group
NS 50756 67672 A watching brief was undertaken, 27
October 2010–19 May 2011, during groundworks associated
with the refurbishment and extension of Renfrew Town Hall.
Two distinct phases of activity were identified. Cartographic
evidence suggested that the original town hall, dating to AD
1670, occupied a smaller footprint than the current building
and that the first phase of remains, three walls and their
associated contexts, related to buildings which stood to the S
of the 1670 town hall. The second phase of remains related
to post-1871 construction and usage of Renfrew Town Hall.
A range of artefacts of pre-1750 to late 19th-century date
were recovered from both stratified and unstratified contexts.
A collection of town council papers dating from January–
July 1901, including both printed material and handwritten
records, was recovered from beneath floorboards in the
present town hall.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CBC Glasgow Ltd

SCOTTISH BORDERS
Ancrum
Old Belses Farm, near Ancrum
Standing building recording
Mike Cressey – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 56900 24864 A standing building survey of Old Belses
Farm was carried out in January 2011. The current informal
layout of the farm differs from the formal arrangement
depicted the 1st Edition OS map of 1859, which shows two
courtyard steadings. Only the farmhouse remains of the more
southerly of the two steadings; however, this building did
not form part of the current survey, which examined the five
buildings adjacent to the road. Building 1 a lofted cart-shed
with a date stone of 1861, Building 2 a collection of animal
sheds, Building 3 a stone-built barn (now a workshop),
Building 4 a stone-built barn with outshot building, and
Building 5 an animal shed with a date stone of 1866.
The survey determined that Old Belses Farm was first
established during the first half of the 19th century. Building 1
is largely unaltered and Building 2 is attached to it. Building 3
was a byre with associated crew yard. Building 4 was
originally a water mill that went out of use sometime during
the late 19th century. Building 5 was part of a U-shaped range
that was left upstanding during the construction of a modern
tractor shed. Apart from Building 4, the steading buildings
date to the second half of the 19th century.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders SMR
Funder: Mr Thomas Culverwell

The Archaeology of Ancrum: Mantle Walls Project
Geophysical and topographic survey
Adrián Maldonado and Chris Bowles – University of Glasgow and
Scottish Border Council
NT 6320 2464 This project aims to examine the suspected
site of a bishop’s palace at Mantle Walls, Ancrum. The site is
under immediate threat from metal detecting and cultivation.
After the discovery of medieval pottery in plough soil and
fragments of ashlar masonry in the field margins a two-year
archaeological project, which will include several phases of
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community engagement and investigation, including a full
geophysical survey of the field known locally as Mantle
Walls, was devised and authorised.
The first phase was the staging of an ‘Artefact Roadshow’
in May 2011. This event aimed to encourage local residents
who might have information or materials from the site to
make contact. In the event, no new information came to
light, though artefacts and information about other sites in
the area were brought forward.
The second phase consisted of a detailed geophysical
and topographic survey of the site between 4–7 November
2011, which was organised and undertaken by the University
of Glasgow. The gradiometer survey revealed numerous
rectilinear anomalies at the crest of the hill, which probably
relate to the external and internal walls of a medieval
structure, as reported at or near this location since the 18th
century. Related linear anomalies included possible stone
walled enclosures or drainage features, and an unexpected
byre-like structure in the lower ground to the S of the
principal cluster of features. The resistance survey was more
limited in scale, but also revealed rectilinear anomalies on a
similar orientation to those seen in the magnetic survey. Both
techniques show a high level of disturbance to the underlying
archaeology. The character of the anomalies, quality of
preservation and potentially stratified dating evidence will
be examined in a further phase of evaluation trenching.
Archive: University of Glasgow
Funder: Historic Scotland

Ayton
Beanburn, Ayton
Evaluation
Martin Cook – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 9197 6089 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
on 9 December 2010 prior to a proposed residential
development at Beanburn. The evaluation covered >10% of
the site and focused on a liner cropmark, identified as a pit
alignment (NT96SW 35). However, despite the presence of
cropmark evidence the evaluation identified no significant
archaeological features or artefacts. The work has raised
questions regarding the life span of cropmarks following their
initial observation, in areas where the ground is still subject
to ploughing and highlighted issues relating to cropmark
anomalies caused by slight variations in geology.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fjordhus Construction Ltd

Broughton, Glenholm and Kilbucho
Rachan Mill Farm, Broughton
Evaluation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 1100 3371 An evaluation was undertaken on 9 May 2011
prior to a proposed residential and agricultural development.
The archaeological evaluation consisted of the machine
trenching of a 10% sample (equating to 880m²) of the
development area. No significant archaeological features or
artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr J Marshall

Caddonfoot
The Rink
Metal detector find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
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NT 48 32 An unusual Roman wagon fitting was found near
Rink Farm. It is a hollow-cast eagle’s head emerging from a
flower bud, and holding a berry in its beak. It has broken
from the top of a socketed fitting, one of a well-known class
of wagon fittings which probably served to secure the reins.

areas of high resistance that could possibly be interpreted
as SW–NE lines, and the ‘noisy’ nature of this part of the
plot contrasts with the more uniform picture in the S half.
However, it is not clear if this ‘noise’ represents archaeology
or variations in the depth of the underlying bedrock.

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 57/11), allocated to NMS

Report: RCAHMS, Scottish Borders Council and the National Trust
for Scotland
Funder: EAFS and Hunter Archaeological and Historical Trust

Cockburnspath
Penmanshiel, near Grantshouse
Watching brief
Magnus Kirby – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 80700 68275 A watching brief was carried out in December
2010 during groundworks associated with the construction
of a meteorological mast. The RCAHMS has recorded an
enclosure/mound and a possible barrow in this area, but no
significant archaeological features, deposits or artefacts were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: RES UK and Ireland Ltd

Coldingham
Coldingham Priory
Watching brief
Dave McNicol – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 90406 65893 A watching brief was conducted,
9 February–25 November 2010, during the construction
of a communal garden to the S of the scheduled area at
Coldingham Priory and the consolidation of existing ruins
within it.
Ivy and loose stones were removed from the walls of the
refectory, cloister and lapidarium and parts of these walls
repointed. A number of architectural stones were recorded
within the buildings. The removal of topsoil partially
revealed the foundations of the refectory, chapter house, S
transept, lapidarium and westwerk. Areas of possible paving
around the lapidarium and westwerk were also recorded.
Entrance thresholds into the refectory and a previously subsurface wall (which probably represents the E wall of the S
transept) were also revealed. A section of ground behind a
probable 19th-century retaining wall within the cloister was
exposed and an area of redeposited graveyard soil, overlying
the former surface level of the cloister, was also recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Borders Council, The Tweed Forum and Friends of
Coldingham Priory

Kirk Hill, St Abb’s Head
Geophysical survey
Don Matthews – Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society
NT 9166 6877 A ground resistance survey consisting of
thirteen 20 x 20m grids was carried out on the presumed site
of St Abb’s Kirk, its surrounding enclosure and an adjacent
possible building outline on 18–19 April 2011, at the request
of the NTS. The adjacent building outline and the three-sided
boundary bank around the enclosure were clearly visible
in the resulting plots and the resistance data suggests that
there might be a line of stony material within the boundary
bank. The resistance plot around the presumed St Abb’s
Kirk differed significantly from the features still visible on
the ground. The higher resistance outline extends further to
the S than the visible feature at the W end of the building,
with a high resistance area running N–S through the middle
of the building. It not clear whether these differences relate
to buried archaeology or geology. No clear features show up
within the enclosure, but the N part of the survey area shows

St Abbs Marine Station
Watching brief
Fraser MacRae – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 92004 67285 A watching brief was carried out in March
2010 during the excavation of machine dug test pits and hand
dug inspection pits in the Vennel area of St Abbs. This work
formed part of a pre-application assessment relating to the
possible construction of a marine research station. The work
indicated that a cobbled surface is likely to cover much of the
Vennel area, from the rough track southwards. No evidence
of archaeologically significant deposits was recorded beneath
the cobbled surface or made ground in any of the areas
examined.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Benjamin Tindall Architects

Woodville, High Street, Coldingham
Watching brief
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 9031 6600 A watching brief was carried out in June 2011
during groundworks associated with the constructions of two
extensions to the property at 6 High Street. The work recorded
a series of former garden soils, which were covered by a
modern concrete deposit and heavily disturbed by modern
services. A mixed deposit of stone was interpreted as a dump
of building material, of probably mid- to late 19th-century
date. There were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Report: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Mr Paul Harris

Coldstream
Leet Haugh, Duns Road, Coldstream
Evaluation
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 8367 4045 A 5% sample (2150m2) of a proposed
residential development site at Leet Haugh was examined
by trial trenching 20–22 December 2010. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were observed.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Hudson Hirsel LLP

Lennel Old Parish Churchyard
Watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 85740 41173 A watching brief was undertaken, 4 March–5
April 2011, during emergency stabilisation works to the bank
of the River Tweed at Lennel Churchyard. The work recorded
five articulated human skeletons, all buried in an extended
supine position with the head towards the W, consistent
with traditional medieval and post-medieval Christian burial
practice. The work also recorded numerous disarticulated
bones and associated grave furniture. The most significant
find was a well worn Scottish copper farthing, which was
found on the forehead of a disarticulated skull. The coin
was identified as a copper farthing of James III, issued
c1466–1470, an example of the later 15th-century Scottish
161
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copper ‘Black Money’ but unfortunately corrosion had left so
few visible details that it was not possible to ascribe it to a
particular issue (identification by Dr D Bateson of Hunterian
Museum). Staining on the skull suggested that the coin had
been originally placed during burial and may indicate that
the tradition of paying for the afterlife passage of souls was
practised in the Scottish Borders at this time. The coin also
appears to confirm that the churchyard was used for burial in
the late 15th or early 16th century.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Duns
Cockburn Farm, Duns
Watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar, Andrew Sibley and Thomas Bradley-Lovekin –
AOC Archaeology Group
NT 7627 5877 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
16 February–10 May 2011 during the construction of three
15m high wind turbines. Each of the three turbine platforms
required the excavation of a 5 x 5m area to a depth of 0.8m,
with an additional 2.5 x 2.0m trench for cabling, which was
of similar depth. The three turbines were then connected
by a service trench c0.55m wide and 0.65m deep, which
extended for c500m SE from the turbines to Cockburn Farm.
No significant archaeological features or artefacts were
recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: VG Energy Ltd

Eccles
Birgham Haugh Steading
Evaluation and standing building recording
Tom Addyman, Jenni Morrison and Sarah Phillips – Addyman
Archaeology
NT 7937 3911 The steading is located on the N bank of the
River Tweed on the E side of the village of Birgham. The
complex consists of a rectangular courtyard with buildings
upstanding around three sides. A separate small single storey
building, known as the bothy, lies to the E of the main group
and was included in the recording survey. The courtyard
fronts onto the main Coldstream to Kelso road. The W
boundary of the site is formed by an unsurfaced lane that
leads to the banks of the Tweed and the location of a former
major river crossing point. The site of a medieval chapel and
a small graveyard lie immediately to the S of the steading.
Between 5–17 March 2008 an evaluation was undertaken
of the interiors and interior courts of the farm steading. This
aimed to determine whether the cemetery of the adjacent
medieval chapel site had formerly extended into the area.
However, the evaluation only revealed remains relating to
later agricultural use of the site.
In July 2011 the exteriors of the buildings were recorded
using a set of architectural survey drawings produced by
Simpson and Brown Architects in September 2007. These
drawings were reproduced at a scale of 1:50 and additional
detail and notes added. A full digital photographic survey
was also undertaken. This included all interior and exterior
elevations where accessible, together with close-ups of areas
of particular interest.
The steading complex at Birgham Haugh is a good example
of a 19th-century farm. It largely represents a single phase
of planned construction, which incorporated some earlier
features such as the walling in the S elevation and the bothy.
The bothy possibly represents a remnant of a pre-improvement
162

farm building, which was rebuilt and adapted during the
subsequent development of the steading. Remodelling of the
buildings throughout the 20th century allowed the complex to
adapt to modern agricultural practices.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Ristol Ltd

Eddleston
Bellfield Road, Eddleston
Evaluation
Lindsay Dunbar – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 24328 47238 An evaluation was undertaken on 2
September 2011 on a residential development site immediately
to the NE of Bellfield Church. A total of four trenches,
covering 20% (103m2), of the site were opened. The site
was covered by a thick layer of topsoil, which increased in
depth towards the N and along the W edge of the site. No
significant archaeological artefacts or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Alistair Wilson

Ednam
Ferneyhill Toll, Kelso
Evaluation
Paul Masser – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 7331 3565 A trial trench evaluation was carried out
17–19 January 2011 on the site of a proposed cemetery, close
to the supposed site of the medieval hospital of St Leonard
at Ednam. An earlier programme of geophysical survey
and test pitting, undertaken by GUARD, had identified two
possible buildings and a linear cobbled surface, in an area
closer to the probable site of the hospital and to the E of the
current evaluation. The trial trenches covered a low-lying
area close to the road. The features identified included a
6m wide ditch, possibly a drain, and a number of smaller
ditches and stone-packed drains, all of which were probably
post-medieval in date. No evidence relating to the medieval
hospital was found.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Borders Council

Edrom
Reedy Loch Steading
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 82475 53225 A historic building survey was undertaken on
18 April 2011 of Reedy Loch Steading prior to its renovation.
The steading buildings once formed a U-shaped range of
barns around a rectangular courtyard to the N of the road,
with the farmhouse to the S. The N side of the steading had
been demolished, as had a circular horse gin that was located
to the W of the threshing barn.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mr Alan Houston

Fala and Soutra
Soutra Quarry Extension
Evaluation, excavation and watching brief
Bob Will and Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 4594 5907 Due to the presence of several previously
recorded prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval
archaeological features, a programme of work was carried
out, 1 November 2010–14 June 2011, prior to the extension
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of the quarry. The trial trench evaluation and subsequent
excavation amounted to 15,337m², representing over 12% of
the proposed extension area. Several archaeological features
were encountered during the evaluation, including a Late
Neolithic/Early Bronze Age cairn, an undated posthole
circle, an early modern sheepfold and plough marks, and a
modern causeway track. Flints and prehistoric pottery were
recovered from a hand excavated trench across the stone
matrix of the cairn.
Further excavation of the cairn, posthole circle, sheepfold
and a select area of plough marks was subsequently
undertaken. The complete excavation of the cairn recovered
a large fragment of Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age beaker
pottery and a cremation burial. All 14 postholes forming
the posthole circle were fully investigated but no artefacts
or additional archaeological features were encountered.
Further investigation of the cultivation marks uncovered a
possible field boundary, while excavation in the sheepfold
encountered no artefacts or dating evidence.
An additional watching brief on the area around the cairn
and posthole circle identified two undated, discontinuous
rubble spreads towards the S side of the area. These were
roughly aligned with a modern causeway to the SW, recorded
during the evaluation, and may be the ephemeral remains of
a relict trackway.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Skene Group Ltd

Innerleithen
Nether Horsburgh Tower
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group

with three standing walls and the ground floor that had a
stone vaulted roof has completely collapsed. The ground
level around the tower has been considerably built up and
immediately to the NE are the remains of a much larger
settlement. The S wall of the tower is also believed to have
extended further to the E.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Jedburgh
Jedburgh Health Centre
Watching brief
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 6515 2057 A watching brief was undertaken 7 March–20
October 2011 during the construction of a new extension
to Jedburgh Health Centre. The work revealed an area of
cobbling associated with two walls and the remains of a tiled
floor. A further small section of cobbling was recorded in
deep wall footings. No datable finds were recovered but it is
likely that the remains relate to the Victorian tenements and
the yard of the 19th-century Caledonian Brewery that once
occupied the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Health Board

Richmond Row, Jedburgh
Watching brief
Andrew Sibley and Thomas Bradley-Lovekin – AOC Archaeology
Group
NT 653 206 A watching brief was conducted on the 24
March 2011 during the excavation of a gas main service
track, immediately to the E of the road to Richmond Row
Cottages and below the Canongate Bridge. No significant
archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Borders Housing Association

Ridgevale, Galahill, Jedburgh
Evaluation
Phil Moore – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 64878 20078 A 5% evaluation was undertaken on 25–27
October 2010 on land S of Ridgevale prior to development.
The 803m2 area was on a steep slope and the trial trenches
did not identify any features, deposits or artefacts of
archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Edwin Thompson Chartered Surveyors on behalf of Mr
David Sturrock

Kelso
Dr Graeme Cavers undertaking a laser scan survey of Nether Horsburgh Tower
near Innerleithen

NT 30431 39688 A historic buildings survey was undertaken
on 16 June 2011 on the scheduled ancient monument of
Nether Horsburgh Tower, in advance of a programme of
consolidation and repair work. The Level 4 survey included
archive research and produced a detailed photographic,
written and drawn record of the building, including floor
plans, interior and exterior elevations and sections.
The tower was built in the mid- to late 16th century by
the Horsburgh family, who owned the land around Nether
Horsburgh until the early 17th century. The exact date of its
abandonment is unknown. The tower is now a roofless ruin,

Croall Bryson and Co, Pinnaclehill Industrial Estate, Kelso
Evaluation
Sorina Spanou – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 73145 33040 An evaluation was undertaken 1–7 March
2011 on land W of an industrial estate prior to the construction
of a supermarket. The area was considered potentially
sensitive as it lies adjacent to the S of the old Kelso railway
station. A total of 17 trenches were excavated across the site
and recorded features relating to relatively recent agricultural
use of the site. The boundary wall for the old Station Road
was also identified. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Halcrow on behalf of Sainsbury’s
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Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 7283 3381 A watching brief was carried out on 7 June
2011 during the excavation of a single trench at the W door
of Kelso Abbey. Deposits encountered appeared to represent
demolition horizons from the Abbey Church, possibly relating
to 16th-century destruction and clearance works.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Legerwood

case, would originally have been incised on a larger stone,
later cut up for use as a vault rib (Mark Hall pers. comm.).
The gaming board design was first noticed, some years ago,
when the stone was inaccessible beneath a display case in
the museum. The layout of the grid suggests the board may
have been used in a variant of a game of chess, or possibly
hnefatafl. It is difficult to establish a date for the board game
as the stone could have been present on the building site
long before it was used. However, if the board was created
shortly before the date of the rib, it could also be an early
board for draughts (a game that did not become popular until
the 16th century).

Whitslaid Farm, Lauder
Watching brief
Graeme Carruthers – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 5647 4470 A watching brief was undertaken on 13 April
2011 during ground-breaking works associated with the
construction of two wind turbine bases. No artefacts, deposits
or features of archaeological significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: Maden Design and Build

Melrose
Newhouses to Calfhill Natural Gas Pipeline
Watching brief and excavation
Ian Suddaby and Mark Ward – CFA Ltd and Land and Marine
Project Engineering
NT 513 387 – NT 513 448 A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken 1 June–30 July 2010 during the
construction of a pipeline between Newhouses and Calfhill. A
watching brief during the removal of topsoil and subsequent
excavations recorded a number of sites including early
modern clearance cairns, a ditch, pits and a trackway, late
medieval/early modern rig and furrow, a probable prehistoric
pit, and deep peat deposits. A number of unstratified finds,
of mainly 18th- and 19th-century date and some undiagnostic
fragments of flint were also recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders SMR
Funder: Land and Marine Project Engineering on behalf of Scotland
Gas Networks

Commendator’s House Museum, Melrose Abbey
Inventory of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NT 54767 34168 This group of stones was accessed January–
March 2011 during a renovation project at the museum. A
planned second phase of work will examine stones set into
the first floor walls of the museum.
The collection includes possible shrine fragments, small
fragments of a funeral effigy, and several small column
bases, shafts and capitals. A very fine vault boss is carved
with animals (possibly a lamb and a lion) and luxuriant
foliage. The inventive manner in which the architectural and
sculptural features of the boss combine is clearly shown,
with one of the attached ribs visible behind the decorative
carving. The ends of the attached vault ribs are worked flat
and are keyed to provide a secure junction with adjacent
lengths of vault rib. The profile of these attached ribs links the
boss very clearly with a vault rib elsewhere in the collection
and with the vaults remaining in the late 14th- to early 15thcentury S choir aisle vaults. These share the same profile,
and must therefore also be of a late 14th- to early 15th-century
date. However, the vault rib has the fascinating addition of
a slightly irregular grid of incised lines on one end surface.
This has the appearance of a gaming board, which in this
164

The original shrine fragment, Melrose Abbey

Another important part of the collection are two panels,
possibly fragments of the shrine of Waltheof, the 2nd abbot
of Melrose, who died c1160. One of these has been in the
museum display for many years, but the other, broken into
two pieces, was only re-united with it this year, following a
period of conservation. The panels are both worked in finegrained sandstone and are carved with figures, all of which
are damaged, and none of the heads now remain. However,
small holes have been cut in the necks of most of the figures,
intended for dowelling to attach additional pieces of stone,
allowing for extra depth of carving.
In the original museum panel, the central figure is seated
on a (just visible) throne, and is flanked by the other two
figures, each sitting on the knee of the central figure. The
draperies are well modelled, with angular and sharp-edged
folds producing a corrugated or ridged surface texture. The
central figure wears a cloak fastened by a cord at the neck,
and the gown has a waist-belt. The other two figures also
seem to be wearing cloaks, and their draperies are relatively
voluminous. A seated animal, presumably a dog, is carved
beside the left hand figure, and another dog rests on the knee
of the right hand figure. The back of the panel is roughly
finished to a flat surface.
The second panel has the remains of four figures set below
a trefoil frame. However, because the lower part of the stone
is damaged, it is possible that they were originally contained
by quatrefoils, with the lower lobe now broken away. One
figure on the left hand side is in a crouching or kneeling
pose, and carries a hawk on the wrist. The tail feathers of the
bird can be seen, incised faintly behind its body. The hand
is missing, as well as part of the bird, but an iron dowell
indicates that there was probably an additional piece of stone
here, giving extra depth and higher relief to the carving. The
heads of three of the figures are broken away, but the fourth
remains, encroaching slightly on the frame, and it can be
seen that the figure had shoulder length hair. A small circular
mortice is cut in the neck of the far right hand figure, similar

scot tish borders

to that on the other side of the stone, suggesting that as
with the kneeling figure, extra depth was required. Similar
holes are cut in the necks of the two side figures of the other
panel, and again the likely reason would be to accommodate
additional depth of carving. There is little detail remaining
on these two figures, but both wear gowns fastened by a
belt at the waist, and one wears a voluminous cloak which
is caught up under the elbow. In both fragments, cloaks are
fastened by a cord at the neck. The drapery style is similar
throughout, with clothing falling in sharp-edged folds,
breaking in an angular manner at the waist and elbows, and
creating a ridged surface texture.
This and other inventories of carved stones at Historic
Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic Scotland’s
Collections Unit. For further information please contact
hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Commendator’s House Museum, Melrose Abbey
Inventory of pottery and tile collections
Derek Hall and George Haggarty – National Museums Scotland (GH)
NT 548 342 The items in the pottery and tile collections in the
museum were re-identified and re-catalogued during March
2011, as part of the refurbishment and reinterpretation of the
displays by Historic Scotland. A number of ceramics from
Deer Abbey, Aberdeenshire, which have been on display in
this museum since at least the early 1950s were included
in the work. This group includes sherds of Beauvais Double
Sgraffito, a Loire-Type jug and sherds from a Martincamp
flask. The assemblage from Melrose Abbey includes good
examples of vessels in the local Scottish Redware and
Scottish White Gritty Ware tradition, a Cistercian ware vessel
from the Wrenthorpe kilns in Yorkshire and probably the
most important assemblage of floor tiles and roof furniture
in Scotland. This includes the very rare survival of floor tiles
with incised lettering.
Funder: Historic Scotland

Cistercian ware vessel in Commendator’s House Museum

Easter Langlee
Evaluation
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 52060 36105 (centred on) An evaluation was carried out
7–15 July 2011 on a landfill site at Easter Langlee prior to
development. Quarrying work was under way at the site in
the 19th century, but began on a large scale in 1965. Prior to
this the area was agricultural land and some pre-quarrying
aerial photographs show ploughed fields across it. The
abandoned quarry was subsequently used as a landfill site.
During topsoil stripping in June 1965, a stone built,
apsidal-ended building was destroyed without archaeological
monitoring. Examination of the stones used suggested

that these were typical of Roman work (Newstead Fort
lies nearby) or possibly post-Roman reuse of building
materials. Contemporary excavation found evidence for later
prehistoric metal working just to the SW of the quarry. Recent
examination of the pre-1965 aerial photographic record
revealed a number of features of possible archaeological
origin. These are generally linear marks, both straight
and curved, and although many of these were destroyed
during the subsequent quarrying operations, they represent
settlement on the site, arguably of different historic periods.
An accurate picture of the full extent of the quarrying activity
is not available from historic sources, and cannot be easily
identified today. However, aerial photographs suggest there
are two areas of potential survival. These areas lay to the
N and E of the proposed new development. Trial trench
sites were located in each area in order to characterise the
suspected sites. The evaluation established that there was the
potential for significant archaeological remains in the areas
undisturbed by previous works, and that a watching brief
should be carried out during future ground-breaking works.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: New Earth Solutions Group

Melrose Abbey Priory Farm
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5483 3432 A watching brief was maintained on 7 July
2011 during the excavation of a test pit at Melrose Abbey
Priory Farm, located on the E face of the E courtyard wall
towards its S end. The purpose of the trench was to examine
the wall footing of this section of the courtyard wall, in the
hope of shedding light on the cause of a pronounced lean
to the E in the masonry of the wall. The compact and stable
nature of the deposits seen indicated that the problems were
caused by structural issues rather than any subsidence.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Melrose Crematorium
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NT 55624 33848 A 7% evaluation was undertaken 7–11
February 2011 of a proposed development area (26,250sqm)
to the S of Melrose. The area was considered sensitive due
to its proximity to known archaeological remains, including
the site of the Priorswood Cross. The evaluation consisted of
39 trenches and encountered a limited number of undated
features. Two linear features, one aligned N–S and the
second E–W, were recorded along the northern part of the
development area. A stone built culvert was recorded aligned
E–W along the lowest lying part of the area. The putative
remains of rig and furrow were visible toward the SE part of
the site and numerous rubble drains were recorded across
much of the development area.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Crematoria Management Ltd

Mertoun
Dryburgh Abbey
Watching brief
Gordon Ewart – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5918 3181, NT 5911 3171 and NT 5912 3165 A watching
brief was carried out on 7 June 2011 during the excavation
of three small, shallow trenches for the installation of new
signs. There were no features or finds of archaeological
significance. The compacted stone gravel and pebble surface
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View of the snow-mark thought to possibly indicate part of the Roman road between Peebles and Lyne, seen from the ENE. Edston Wood is in the centre middle
distance and Lyne in the dip beyond

recorded in the trench at NT 5912 3165 probably represented
post-monastic levelling associated with landscaping of the
monastic ruin.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dryburgh Abbey
Watching brief
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NT 5914 3172 A watching brief was carried out on 15 June
2011 during the excavation of a small trench for a gravestone
in the church of Dryburgh Abbey. An earlier excavation at
this location in 2009 had recorded a sequence of human
burials, as well as a mass of disarticulated bone, much
of it human. The 2011 excavation revealed the presence
of considerable quantities of bone, much of it doubtless
human, although there was no indication that any of it
was from an in situ articulated burial. This confirmed the
findings of the earlier work, which indicated that the site
contains a complicated sequence of inhumations, with
later burials disturbing earlier ones. The fragments of
reddish sandstone recorded were probably derived from
the demolished Abbey Church.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Mordington
Lamberton Holdings, Lamberton
Evaluation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 9682 5731 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
in July 2011 on land E of 5a Lamberton Holdings prior to
construction work. The site lies close to Lamberton Old
Parish Church and graveyard and is set on a raised platform
166

formed by a field bank running parallel to the road. A total
of 75m² was excavated, targeting areas of the site that were
to be subject to ground-breaking work. The trial trenches
revealed a single shallow linear ditch containing several large
loose stones. A section cut through the field bank showed it
had been roughly built of large boulders, set directly onto
the surface of the natural subsoil. No other archaeological
remains or deposits were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council
SMR
Funder: Edwin Thompson Ltd

Oxnam
Rennieston Farm Steading
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 71483 20382 A historic building survey was undertaken
on 15 December 2010 on Rennieston Farm Steading prior to its
renovation. Although a settlement is recorded at Rennieston
in the mid-17th century, the present buildings date to the early
to mid-19th century and form a range of four barns around
a central rectangular courtyard, with an entrance to the SW.
Another barn is located to the SE of this range. The buildings
all appear contemporary in date and many of the later 19thand 20th-century additions have now been demolished.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Christine Ker

Peebles
Edston Hill
Walkover survey
Joyce Durham – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 2197 4058 In February 2009 the mark of a possible Roman
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Road was seen in melting snow, across the corner of a field
on Edston Farm 3km W of Peebles. From the angle of the
feature the shorter 34m arm points in a NE direction and the
longer 103m arm towards one of the Roman camps at Lyne,
1.5km to the W. The feature, the central strip of which is
c5.6m wide, is crossed by a road marked as a Roman Road
on the OS map but which has been reclassified as a mineral
road (DES 1998, 8–9).
Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR (intended)

Selkirk
Battle of Philiphaugh
Surveys and excavation
Natasha Ferguson – Centre for Battlefield Archaeology, University
of Glasgow
NT 45610 28271 The aim of this project, which ran from 16
May–14 December 2011, was to investigate the archaeological
character, extent and survival of the battlefield relating
to the Battle of Philiphaugh, and the investigation of the
battlefield forms part of the wider Philiphaugh Community
Project. The results of the investigation will be used to
inform a programme of enhancements to improve visitors’
experience of the battlefield. Establishing the form and
condition of the battlefield was of particular importance
as it is now listed on the Historic Scotland Inventory of
Battlefields. As a community project, engagement with
volunteers and schools was an important aspect of the work.
A significant number of volunteers from the local area were
involved with fieldwork, workshops and attended talks.
Artefact handling workshops and a tour of the battlefield
were also offered to local primary and secondary schools in
the area and proved to be very successful.
The Battle of Philiphaugh was fought on the 13 September
1645 and was the last battle of the Marquis of Montrose’s two
year campaign to regain Scotland from the Covenanter’s on
behalf of King Charles I. The battle was an overwhelming
defeat for Montrose, whose army, mostly Irish, were
executed after the battle by David Leslie’s forces.
The archaeological investigation of the battlefield
consisted of a systematic metal detector survey, geophysics
and a small-scale excavation. The geophysical survey,
took place in the garden of Lauriston House (NT 45843
28280). According to the owners, parch marks comparable
to building foundations appear on the lawn during dry
spells. As the house was in close proximity to the proposed
location of the former Philiphaugh House, built in 1535
and described as ancient by 1722 (NT42NW 50), there was
a possibility that the parch marks described represented
the foundations of the old house. As the house would have
formed part of the terrain of the battlefield, locating it would
assist in determining the location of the main engagement
of the battle. Both magnetometry and resistivity techniques
were used during the survey by Dr Iain Banks; however,
the results were inconclusive and only indicated ground
disturbance and the presence of utilities.
A small-scale excavation was carried out over a linear
ditch feature located between Calton Cottage and the
cricket field (NT 45623 28460). The ditch forms part of
a series of field enclosures which divide the valley floor
of Philiphaugh. Two contemporary accounts of the battle
make reference to an ‘unpassable ditch’ and the Royalist
army further fortifying their position by ‘casting up
ditches’ (Bostock 1645). The Royalist cavalry are also said
to have leaped over the ditch (Gordon 1649) pursuing
the Covenanter cavalry in a counter attack. The aim of
the excavation was to determine whether the ditch could

have formed part of the contemporary landscape of the
battle, and if so, was there evidence to suggest whether
the ditch had been modified or indeed excavated in 1645.
The close proximity of the ditch to an extensive Early
Historic settlement (NT42NE 71) identified through aerial
photography and now protected as an ancient scheduled
monument was taken into consideration when excavating
the feature. Two trenches were excavated with volunteer
assistance over one week in July.
Trench 1 was located over a broad and shallow section
of the ditch, and Trench 2 over a narrower and deeper
section closer to the A708 road. In Trench 2 the ditch was
stone-lined and the stones extended beyond the ditch on
the NE side to form a rough cobbled surface. The base of
the ditch had been re-cut in the late 19th century, and the
presence of a brick stamped Ludon and Russell Newmains
(c1873–1970s) indicated that it had been stone-lined on the
NE-facing side after 1873. In Trench 1 the ditch retained
a broad and shallow profile and appeared to have three
fills, the upper one filled with Victorian ceramics, glass
and metallic objects. A coin of Charles II (c1663–68) was
recovered from a lower fill located just above the cut on the
NE-facing side, indicating the ditch is likely to be at least
post-medieval in date, rather than a modern feature. A
musket ball and evidence of lead smelting were recovered
from the spoil heap with a metal detector. Although the
excavation was hampered by excessive rain, the evidence
gathered suggests that the ditch was at least a feature of the
battlefield landscape and may well have been used during
the battle as a defensive structure to protect against enemy
cavalry.
The metal detector survey aimed to recover and
accurately record the position of battle-related material
located in the plough soil. The survey covered an extensive
area despite being restricted by crops in some fields. It was
anticipated that early material might be encountered and
indeed a small sherd of Samian ware was recovered. As
expected, the survey recovered a large volume of modern
and agricultural related material such as horse fittings and
Victorian coins. However, the survey did recover a small
but significant assemblage of lead projectiles, as well as
some potentially related 17th-century material, including
a double Tournois coin (c1610–43). The lead projectiles
included a musket ball, which had clearly jammed in the
musket and was removed from the barrel using a worm,
a drill like tool that is bored into the lodged ball to pull
it out. A cluster of pistol balls were also recorded on an
escarpment ridge situated above the valley floor, just
SW of Calton Cottage. This is significant as it represents
a potential cavalry action, possibly to dislodge Royalist
soldiers taking advantage of the higher ground. The survey
team consisted of local metal detector users who made a
significant contribution to the project. Their involvement
was important as it was clear from the low volume of
projectiles recovered during survey, as compared to the
relatively high volume of projectiles handed in, that metal
detecting over the last 25‑30 years had negatively impacted
on the archaeological survival of the battlefield. The project
has, however, succeeded in promoting the importance and
sensitivity of the battlefield, as well as encouraging a sense
of stewardship within the local community. It is hoped that
this awareness, along with the support of the Philiphaugh
Estate, will reduce further metal detecting activity on the
battlefield.
Archive: Centre for Battlefield Archaeology. Report: Philiphaugh
Estate, RCAHMS, Scottish Borders SMR and Selkirk Library
Funder: LEADER and Scottish Borders Council
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Swinton
Main Street, Swinton
Watching brief
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 8360 4746 A watching brief was conducted in July 2011
during the excavation of foundation and drainage trenches
at the rear of 46 Main Street. No archaeological remains or
deposits were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Reports: Scottish Borders SMR and RCAHMS
Funder: Burns and Wan Ltd

Traquair
Cardrona Tower
Standing building recording
Diana Sproat – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 30092 37863 A detailed historic building survey was
undertaken, 11–16 November 2010, on the remains of the
16th-century tower house in advance of consolidation works
on the building. The work consisted of map regression, a
written, photographic and 3D scanner survey of the building.
The tower is accessible to two storeys in height and the
floor of the first floor ‘main hall’ remains intact. There is a
ground floor vaulted basement. The building is L-shaped in
plan, with a tall stair tower attached to the N side of the SW
elevation. Constructed of whinstone, the SE wall still retains
much of its steeply pitched gable, with wall heads surviving
to the second and third floor level in places. A projecting piece
of stonework on the S side of the SW elevation indicates a
possible parapet walk or the foundation of a corbelled tower.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The Forestry Commission Scotland

Wakefield 1
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 13613 52917 Approximately 1.2km SE of Wakefield
Farm there are the substantial footings of what appears to
be a sheep house consisting of rectangular turf-covered
banks, c16 x 6m over the top of the banks, 2m wide by
0.4m high, and aligned roughly NE–SW. There is an
entrance in the SW corner and the S long side extends by
c4m to presumably afford extra protection to the entrance.
Some 40m to the NW is a ring enclosure/old sheepfold
(centred on NT 13555 52996) consisting of a circular turf
bank c16m in diameter over banks up to 0.2m high and
0.5–1.0m wide. Just inside the W side of the ring a small
flake of white flint was found in a molehill, and just
outside the W side a scraper of brown flint measuring
28 x 17mm, together with another piece of brown flint
measuring 12 x 10mm were also found in molehills.
A few metres to the W of the ring and the sheep house
there is a curved linear bank, c0.1m high and 2m wide,
and indistinct in places, which runs from NT 13513 53086
to NT 13575 52924.
Wakefield 2
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 1400 5315 (centred on) About 1.4 km SE of Wakefield
Farm there is an enclosure consisting of turf covered
banks c1.5m wide and 0.5m high, surrounding a low
knoll. It measures c90m N–S. The N end is 40m wide, the
S end 35m wide, and long sides curve inwards to give a
waisted appearance. The N end has been sub-divided to
form an internal enclosure c10m wide, by a bank running
E–W. From this a bank runs centrally N–S dividing the
enclosure for most of its length. The feature is depicted on
the 1st Edition OS 6" map.
Some 100m to the E of this enclosure, on the edge of
the gorge through which the Lyne Water runs and centred
on NT 14094 53159, there is a three sided enclosure
consisting of turf covered banks 2.5m wide by 0.7m high.
The slightly curved E bank, along the edge of the gorge,
measures c35m, whilst the N and S banks, which are at
90° to the E bank, measure c21m. The W uphill side is
open.
Wakefield 3
Survey
RD Knox – Peeblesshire Archaeological Society
NT 13878 53448 (centred on) Approximately 1.1km SE of
Wakefield Farm there is a triangular enclosure consisting
of turf covered banks c2m wide and 0.2m high and
averaging 38m long. Some 35m to the NE of the enclosure,
at NT 13909 53473, there is small area, c13 x 10m and
0.4m deep, where peat/turf has been dug from a bog.

General view of Cardrona Tower from the S

West Linton

Westruther

Tarth Siphon, Blyth Bridge
Watching brief
Andrew Sibley – AOC Archaeology
NT 1289 4537 A watching brief was undertaken 29
September–4 October 2011 during the excavation of 20
test pits associated with ground investigation works. No
significant archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.

Wedderlie Farm, Westruther
Watching brief
Bruce Glendinning – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NT 6429 5194 A watching brief was undertaken on 14
March 2011 during ground-breaking works associated
with the construction of a cattle shed. No artefacts,
deposits or features of archaeological significance were
recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Water

Archive: RCAHMS and Scottish Borders Council SMR
Funder: North British Windpower
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Delting
Laggan-Tormore
Evaluation
Dave Reay – ORCA
A series of evaluations was undertaken, March 2010–
September 2011, of features identified during previous work
(DES 2010, 157–8), in advance of the construction of a gas
pipeline, processing plant and associated infrastructure at
Sullom Voe in Delting.
Two evaluation trenches were excavated over linear
earthworks at Garth Hill dyke (Trench 1 – HU 41168 74768)
and Crooksetter Hill dyke (Trench 2 – HU 40718 76399). A
survey of the full extent of the Crooksetter dyke was also
undertaken as the feature would be significantly affected
by the development. The excavations indicated that the
dykes appear to have been built from cut turf and peat. A
detailed examination of the construction and stratigraphy
of the earthworks was undertaken using thin section soil
micromorphological analysis on samples from the profiles of
both trenches.
In Trench 1 there was a marked change in soil features and
microstructure which suggests that material from elsewhere
was used in the construction of the dyke. Given the variance
in local geology, these introductions may have been local
in origin. As the microstructure was distinctly different to
what lies beneath the earthwork, it appears that there was
one single phase of construction. The uniformity observed
may imply that a solid section was sampled from amongst
a mosaic of turf, or that the repair and additions to the
earthwork consisted of the removal and rearrangement of
the turf.
The microhorizons identified indicated that water borne
material was being introduced to the site with varying
levels of energy. This may reflect isolated erosion events, or
perhaps evidence of nearby degradation, possibly induced
by the removal of vegetation. The absence of mineral lenses
in the upper horizons of the trench appears to suggest that
the landscape became more stable. The presence of mineral
lenses in Trench 2 suggests that this neighbouring location
was subject to slightly differing landscape processes. As the
organic matter continues to develop episodes of sand blow
may explain these mineral inclusions. No artefacts were
recovered from either trench, which makes their dating
problematic. However, given their associations with the
townships of Garth and Crooksetter, they are likely to be
post-medieval, although an earlier date cannot be ruled out.
A magnetometer survey of the N part of the footprint
of the gas processing plant identified seven anomalies of
potential interest, of which four (23, 24, 25 and 27) were
recommended for further evaluation. A total of nine trenches
were excavated across these anomalies.
Trenches 1, 4 and 5 investigated anomaly 25, which was
found to be a spread of sub-rounded cobbles and boulders,
probably natural in origin. Trenches 2 and 4 were located
over anomalies 24 and 27, both of which were the result of
natural soil processes. Linear geophysical anomaly 23 was
explored by Trenches 6, 7, 8 and 9 and was revealed to be
a natural channel, which in Trenches 7 and 8 was sealed by
a stone and turf field boundary. This boundary is probably
post-medieval in date, and forms part of a sub-rectangular
enclosure associated with Crooksetter Farmstead.
An evaluation to investigate a potential linear feature was
also undertaken at the Hill of Garth (HU 41540 73933). The
excavation confirmed that the geophysical anomaly was a

natural formation of manganese panning within a shallow
linear depression on the ancient peat surface.
Archive: ORCA (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Total E and P UK Ltd

Laggan-Tormore
Excavation
Dave Reay – ORCA
HU 40726 76192 An excavation was undertaken November
2010–January 2011 to investigate a group of features discovered
during the monitoring of large-scale peat stripping just to the
N of Sullom Voe Terminal. The peat stripping was part of
ground preparation work associated with the construction of
a gas processing plant.
The excavation focused on a c5m N–S by 3.5m E–W area
of charcoal-rich deposits, located in sub-peat layers, close to
the remains of a substantial dyke of large granite boulders.
The area is located c20m SW of a previously excavated
series of Neolithic or Bronze Age structures (Site 002). The
excavation recorded c1.5m of peat overlying two possibly
colluvial layers, overlying a sealed series of layers derived
from a major burning event. These deposits consisted of
an upper brownish red horizon derived from oxidised
fuel ash, which sealed a lower very dark greyish brown
charcoal-rich horizon. The horizons were contemporary
and related to the upper well oxidised portion of the fire,
with the lower horizon formed under reducing conditions,
which lead to the incomplete combustion of the fuel source.
A significant assemblage of artefacts was recovered from
the site, including pot, worked quartzite, worked stone
(including felsite), pumice, burnt bone, and cramp (vitrified
fuel ash slag). The most significant finds were two polished
felsite axes. Initial analysis of the charred plant remains
has revealed a very large assemblage of charcoal, and a
significant quantity of barley.
A full interpretation of the site awaits the completion of
post-excavation analysis. However, initial hypotheses include
the possibility that the feature may have been a cremation
pyre, with the artefacts placed as pyre goods. However, an
initial assessment of the burnt bone suggests it is animal
rather than human. Alternatively, it may have been the site of
a large, deliberately lit fire associated with food consumption
or other activities. Equally, it could be the burnt remains
of a structure, which could explain the comparatively large
assemblage of artefacts. Whatever the origin of the fire the
presence of cramp indicates that the fire reached a very high
temperature. The stratigraphy of the burnt remains strongly
suggests that they reflect a single burning event.
The burnt feature was bounded to the E by a curvilinear
stone enclosure dyke, which also appears to surround
the Neolithic/Bronze Age house and funerary structures.
The ephemeral remains of two curvilinear stone features,
associated with the enclosure dyke, were also recorded
during the excavations. These post-date the dyke, but all three
features were probably broadly contemporary. It is possible
that they represent the remains of double faced walls, which
may have formed internal divisions within the enclosure.
Archive: ORCA (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Total E and P UK Ltd

Laggan-Tormore
Excavation
Dave Reay – ORCA
HU 40583 76233 An excavation was undertaken in April 2011
to investigate a feature discovered during the monitoring of
large-scale peat stripping NE of Sullom Voe Terminal. The
peat stripping was part of ground preparation work associated
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with the construction of a gas processing plant.
The excavation focused on a large sub-circular stone
dyke enclosure within sub-peat layers on the W slope of
the Hill of Crooksetter. The area is located c100m NW of
a previously excavated series of Neolithic or Bronze Age
remains (Sites 002 and 003). The sub-circular enclosure
measured c30 x 40m, had a possible entrance on its S side
and was constructed from psammite and granite boulders.
No internal features, structural remains or artefacts were
found. All deposits appear to have been derived from natural
processes and this combined with the absence of material
remains suggest that it may have been an enclosure for
livestock. No datable material was recovered, but the site’s
stratigraphic position beneath the peat, strongly suggests
a prehistoric date, and it may be contemporary with sites
002 and 003.
Archive: ORCA (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Total E and P UK Ltd

Laggan-Tormore – Firths Voe Mound
Survey, evaluation and excavation
Dave Reay – ORCA
HU 43960 73624 A programme of archaeological work
was undertaken May–August 2011 on the site of Mound
105, a feature identified during previous work (DES 2010,
157–8), in advance of the construction of a gas pipeline,
processing plant and associated infrastructure at Sullom
Voe in Delting.
The site was surveyed and four evaluation trenches
excavated, focusing on geophysical anomalies identified in
the 2010 survey. The mound was found to be a natural
outcrop of bedrock; however, the remains of a Neolithic/
Early Bronze Age settlement (Structure A) were recorded in
Trench 2 on a level area on the S side of the mound.
Due to the nature of the planned development work
in this area in situ preservation of the remains was not
possible and a full excavation was undertaken 4 July–19
August 2011. The entire area of the mound, 30 x 40m, was
opened using a mechanical digger. The steeply sloping
N part of the site was devoid of archaeological features.
The level plateau on the S of the mound contained the
ephemeral remains of Structure A, of probable Neolithic
or Early Bronze Age date, identified in the evaluation.
A discontinuous circle (c4m diameter) of granodiorite
boulders, interpreted as the inner wall face, was surrounded
by a large arc of rubble (c14 x 12m); probably elements
of masonry that had been displaced by later activity. The
structure is very similar to those excavated at the Scord of
Brouster on the W Mainland of Shetland.
Although the structural elements of the building were
poorly preserved, a series of charcoal and artefact rich
occupation layers were excavated from the interior and
immediate surroundings of Structure A. A large assemblage
of worked quartz, pottery, worked felsite, and worked
stone was recovered. A preliminary assessment of this
assemblage strongly suggests a Neolithic date for the site,
perhaps extending into the Early Bronze Age. Specialist
post-excavation analysis and radiocarbon dating should
help to establish a more refined chronology for the site. The
analysis of the artefactual and charred plant assemblages
will contribute significantly to our understanding of
Shetland in the Neolithic.
In addition to the prehistoric activity, the remains of
a WW2 machine gun pit with associated areas of hard
standing were recorded on the top of the mound. The
remains of a N–S aligned field system relating to crofting
were recorded over the S side of the valley, and a stone-lined
170

drain of unknown date was also noted.
Archive: ORCA (currently) and RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Allseas UK Ltd and Total E and P UK Ltd

Dunrossness
Broo
Survey, paleoenvironmental research and excavation
Gerald Bigelow – Bates College
HU 3854 1400 Research on the Broo sites began in
1997 when a small team from Bates College, conducted
preliminary archaeological and geological surveys of
several coastal sand environments in Shetland, including
areas of Quendale Links, Dunrossness. The project’s main
goals, which continued in later work, were to investigate
the roles of climate change and human land use practices
in the periodic mobilisation of sands, and the subsequent
impacts on human settlement patterns. One key project
goal was to collect data specifically relevant to models
presented by H H Lamb that associated coastal sand
disasters with periods of climatic cooling and increased
storminess. Several archaeological sites were located by
this survey.
In 2002 and 2003 field course participants from the
University of Southern Maine conducted more detailed
surveys of Quendale Links, and a pair of substantial,
structural complexes was found close to the Loch of
Hillwell, on the W side of the Links area. The complexes
consisted of two stone-walled punds, or enclosures, with
rectilinear structural ruins at their corners. The wall tops
of the enclosures appeared on all editions of OS maps,
but there were no surviving local place-names attached
to the enclosures. In 2003 one small test excavation was
made in each of the ruins to obtain dating evidence, and
clay pipe stems and a redware fragment were recovered
that suggested occupation dates in the 17th or early 18th
centuries.
The dating of these sites suggested that they were
related to the lost township of Broo, also spelled variously
‘Brow’ or ‘Brew’. The Broo Township was known to have
been almost completed destroyed by blowing sand by the
early to mid-18th century, but there was little surviving
information on the start date, causes or processes
involved in the environmental catastrophe. On the basis
of the preliminary dating evidence and the sites’ general
location, the N enclosure and ruin was named Broo Site
I, the S enclosure and ruins were named Broo Site II, and
the Shetland Islands Climate and Settlement Project was
formed to investigate the documentary, environmental and
archaeological evidence of the Broo Township catastrophe
and its place within the larger history of coastal sand
movements in Shetland.
The project conducted expanded field investigations
in 2004–8 and 2011. Progress has been slow because the
17th-century landscape and archaeological features are
buried under up to two metres of sand. However, the sand
inundation also ensured an unusually fine preservation
of stone architecture, artefacts and zooarchaeological
remains.
Various types of evidence gathered thus far suggests
that Broo Sites I and II may have been agricultural and
residential components of a single farm that was destroyed
by blowing sand at a late, and probably terminal, stage
in the Broo sand catastrophe. Test trenches across the
enclosure wall of Broo Site I revealed a slightly-built dyke
of small stones and earth, yet it was preserved to a height
of one metre, suggesting that it was exposed to weathering
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Excavations at Broo Site II, Structure 2, Quendale, Dunrossness, Shetland, during May 2011 (Photo: Gerald Bigelow)

for a relatively short time before its burial in sand. Surface
contours of the building ruin at the SE corner of the Broo
Site I enclosure indicated the presence of a circular corndrying kiln at the structure’s W end, and a test trench across
a nearby section of the N long wall revealed a well-made,
packed clay floor, a feature consistent with primarily grainprocessing functions for that end of the building. Beyond
a well-preserved cross wall, the building’s long walls
extended toward the E, enclosing what may have been a
cow byre area, but they appear to have been partly robbed
for stone to build a later ból, or sheep windbreak, that
rests on the enclosure’s SW corner. Test trenches across
the outside of the ruin’s walls in the grain-processing area
record that a complex series of sand and more organic layers
accumulated against the outside of the structure before the
roof was removed or collapsed, and a virtually continuous,
deep stratum of sand filled the now-abandoned structure.
This is a site formation pattern seen in all of the other
structures that have been excavated so far in the Broo Sites.
Soil coring tests across the enclosure demonstrated the
presence of only shallow sand deposits in the exposed
middle of the enclosure, with deeper deposits along the
walls; a complete lack of structures other than the ruin at
the SW corner within the enclosure; and very thin, original
surface soils above glacial till. On the basis of this very
preliminary evidence, Broo Site I has been interpreted as a
primarily agricultural and herding facility for the original
farm settlement.
Much more extensive excavations of Broo Site II have
revealed that its enclosure contained at least two buildings
in its NW corner, and that the buildings were constructed
much more heavily and formally than the Broo Site I
structure. As the sand deposits inside and around the Broo
Site II structures are very thick, it has been impossible to
conduct a large-scale area excavation of the site. Therefore,
contiguous areas of between 20m2 and 40m2 have been
excavated each field season, with a total of c90m2 excavated

to the original ground surface by 2011, and another 45m2
have been partially excavated. One hundred percent of the
structures’ floor deposits and exterior midden soils have
been dry-sieved through 5mm mesh.
This work has revealed two, rectilinear structures, one
which has been fully uncovered and is 9.75 x 5m on its
exterior (Building 2), and one which is partially uncovered,
and may be 16 x 5m in exterior dimensions (Building 1).
Building 2 has been interpreted as originally an outbuilding,
possibly a stable or workhouse, that later had a small
habitation in its W end during the final abandonment of
the farm. Work on Building 1 has only just begun, but it
is interpreted as the farm’s main residence on the basis of
its apparent size and the presence of lime-plastered wall
surfaces in its larger, W room.
The area between Buildings 1 and 2 was a well-defined,
gated courtyard or passage. This layout feature was also
displayed in the original forms of the Old Haa, of Burravoe,
Yell (1672), and Vaila Hall, Vaila Isle (1696). Although the
Broo Site II structural complex was smaller, built without
lime mortar, and its residence was very likely only one
storey in height, it was also probably the home of an
elite household like those other settlements. Despite the
apparently small dimensions of the buildings, artefacts
from the Broo Sites, including extensive window glass
fragments, tin-glazed ceramics, Westerwald stoneware jug
fragments, a roof slate fragment, and multiple fragments
of decorated wine glasses, all suggest that the farm was
a secondary, late-established and short-lived seat of the
Sinclair proprietors of the Broo Township. These finds,
plus clay pipe stems and a series of Optically Stimulated
Luminescence dates on the cover sands, all point toward
the period 1680-1710 as the time when the Broo Sites were
overwhelmed by sand and ultimately abandoned.

Archive: RCAHMS and Shetland Archives (intended)
Funder: US National Science Foundation, Bates College and
University of Southern Maine
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East Shore, Virkie
Casual find
Fraser Hunter – National Museums Scotland
HU 402 112 A decorated fine-grained sandstone disc was
found casually on the beach below East Shore Broch, from
where it had been eroded. It bears a lattice pattern of incised
lines on one side and a less regular pattern on the other.
Similar discs are known from other Shetland broch sites.
Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 59/11), allocated to Shetland Museum

Sumburgh Head
Geophysical survey
Ian Wilkins – ORCA Geophysics
HU 4070 0785 A gradiometer survey was carried out 25–26
April 2011 in advance of a proposed refurbishment of the
lighthouse. The survey did not locate any obvious anomalies
of archaeological interest, although one response may date
from the First or Second World War.
Archive: ORCA Geophysics
Funder: Shetland Amenity Trust

Fetlar
Fetlar Breakwater
Survey and assessment
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HU 585 944 A programme of survey and trial trenching
was undertaken in December 2010 in advance of the
development of a breakwater and associated facilities. The
work identified a relict wall of possible prehistoric date and
a series of crofting remains.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Shetland Islands Council

Lerwick
Fort Charlotte
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
HU 4751 4151 Two test trenches were excavated 15–27
August 2011 in the W bastion of Fort Charlotte. Structural
cracks and voids had been noted within the N and W
walls of the bastion and the two trenches were manually
excavated to examine the composition of the wall and
underlying ground, and to ascertain the cause of the
problem. This work formed part of an on-going programme
of investigation and repair at the fort, which has seen the
examination and resolution of problem areas in the other
bastions, mainly those to the N and E.
Previous excavations in the E bastion showed that
shrinkage of the 17th-century earthwork and the resultant
void between it and the 18th-century masonry walls had
caused structural instability, severe cracking and partial
collapse of the wall. This work in the W bastion showed
that although a partial, but largely negligible, void existed
in places between the masonry wall and the earthwork, the
present structural issues originated in the later addition of
poorly bonded masonry.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Lerwick/Tingwall
The islands of East Burra, West Burra and Trondra
Landscape survey
Deborah ES Lamb – Bradford University
Study area: the islands of East Burra, West Burra and
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Trondra, all lying within a rectangle marked by a SW point
at HU 3450 2800 and a NE point at HU 4050 3900.
The archaeological sites and monuments in the study
area were comprehensively examined in order to provide
a fully mapped and referenced gazetteer as part of a
PhD thesis. This work was undertaken between October
2000–December 2010 and involved examining the existing
record and producing updated information including
current condition and accurate GPS location. Sites were
also surveyed and photographed and where appropriate
re-assessed in the light of recent research and excavation.
In the course of a full programme of fieldwalking, over 100
previously unrecorded sites and monuments were identified
and described. Around 60 of these were individual stretches
of prehistoric boundary; these are omitted here, but are
mapped and described in the full gazetteer. The remaining
sites and features recorded in the course of fieldwalking
consisted of a range of types which, pending further
inspection, are identified as follows:
Structures were recorded at HU 3667 3072 Bannaminn,
West Burra (B10); HU 3640 3190 Ruff Loch, West Burra
(B15); HU 3691 3265 Mid Field, West Burra (B17); HU 3693
3164 Scorifield, West Burra (B19); HU 3765 3542 Meal,
West Burra (B26); HU 3810 3167 The Taing, East Burra
(H25) and HU 3909 3528 Kallee Ness (T09).
Mills were recorded at HU 3635 3103 Bannaminn, West
Burra (B13) and HU 3810 3182 Annsbrae, East Burra (H04).
Mounds were recorded at HU 3675 3080 Links of Minn,
West Burra (B14); HU 3761 3216 Houlls, East Burra (H08);
HU 3768 3192 Newton, East Burra (H09); HU 3812 3358
Grevis Field, East Burra (H14); and HU 3928 3734 North
Burland, Trondra (T03).
Enclosures were recorded at HU 3627 3124 Ramsraer,
West Burra (B21); HU 3801 3370 and HU 3816 3363 Grevis
Field, East Burra (H01 and H13); HU 3785 3243 Dorothy’s
Yard, East Burra (H15); and HU 3807 3240 Loch of Houss,
East Burra (H17).
House/cairns were recorded at HU 3828 3352 Mill Pond,
East Burra (H05); HU 3883 3439 Whalsies Ayre, East Burra
(H11); HU 3848 3370 Mill Pond, East Burra (H12) and HU
3862 3316 East Hogaland, East Burra (H23).
Cairns were recorded at HU 3830 3416 Grevis Field, East
Burra (H02); HU 3932 3739 North Burland, Trondra (T05)
and HU 3886 3562 Kallee Ness, Trondra (T08), and cairns
and crubs at HU 3752 3173 Newton, East Burra (H07).
Houses were recorded at HU 3710 3213 Croogarth, West
Burra (B30); HU 3805 3239 Loch of Houss, East Burra
(H16) and HU 3826 3165 The Taing, East Burra (H24).
Iron ore was recorded at HU 3780 3130 Voe of North
House, East Burra (H03); HU 3815 3272 Whalsies Ayre,
East Burra (H22) and HU 3910 3625 South Burland, Trondra
(T07).
Boothes were recorded at HU 3689 3118 Clett, West Burra
(B29) and HU 3742 3134 Meadows, East Burra (H57).
Features were recorded at HU 3693 3159 Skutanoust,
West Burra (B16) and HU 3822 3255 Easterloch, East Burra
(H18).
A burial mound was recorded at HU 3780 3208 Houlls,
East Burra (H10) and a burial at HU 3915 3625 South
Burland, Trondra (T06).
A bank was recorded at HU 3765 3013 Tipton’s Gaet,
West Burra (B12); noosts at HU 3720 3320 Freefield, West
Burra (B18); a well at HU 3756 3098 Houss, East Burra
(H06); crubs at HU 3950 3760 Grindadale, Trondra (T01);
relict soil at HU 3969 3658 Lea Heugland, Trondra (T02);
and a longhouse at HU 3929 3743 North Burland, Trondra
(T04).
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It should be noted that because the research extended
over a number of years, the existence and current condition
of some of the sites may have been reported to, and
incorporated into, the SMR and/or RCAHMS in the interim.
This parallel assessment may also have led to alternative
interpretations of the nature of some of the remains.
Archive: Copies of the CD containing the whole gazetteer are
held by Bradford University, RCAHMS, Shetland Amenity Trust
and Shetland Museum and Archives
Funder: Bradford University

Northmaven
North Roe
Survey
Torben Bjarke Ballin, Gabriel Cooney and Will Megarry – Lithic
Research and University of Bradford (TBB) and University College
Dublin (GC) and University College Dublin (WM)
HU 326 900 (Beorgs of Uyea) and HU 316 848 (Midfield)
As part of ongoing preparations for a future research
project – Neolithic Felsite Quarrying in North Roe,
Shetland – selected areas of North Roe were inspected
during September 2011. Investigations in 2010 (DES 2010,
159) had suggested that it is possible to clearly distinguish
between workshops relating to the production of axeheads
and Shetland knives, and one of the aims of this year’s
evaluation was to identify workshops, or clusters of
workshops, which might be suitable for later detailed
examination and excavation. The purpose of this future
work should be to shed light on: 1) felsite quarrying
technology and organisation; 2) felsite blank, preform
and tool technology and organisation; 3) felsite exchange
within North Roe/Shetland, and beyond; 4) dating the
prehistoric exploitation of felsite; and 5) cosmology.
As previous years’ archaeological activity in North Roe
(DES 2006–7 and 2010) had shown that felsite dykes in the
central parts of the peninsula may have been prospected by
prehistoric people, but appeared not to have been exploited in
an organized manner, the team focused on selected locations
on the Beorgs of Uyea ridge (northern North Roe) and along
the elongated summit of Midfield (southern North Roe).
Scrutiny of axehead and knife rough-outs and production
waste, as well as the different types of felsite available in
the selected areas, indicates that axeheads and Shetland
knives were manufactured in both locations. However, it
was also possible to characterize the two areas in terms of
their potential for archaeological investigation. The Beorgs
of Uyea, for example, is defined by extensive exploitation,
probably over a prolonged period of time, and the deposits
of quarrying waste have a clear palimpsest appearance. In
contrast, the Midfield summit, or ridge, is characterized
by the presence of many discrete, probably single-event,
workshops and clusters of workshops.
At Midfield, it was possible to define two main areas of
activity, associated with two parallel felsite dykes. Midfield 1
(western dyke) is characterized by two main quarry pits and
one main large workshop, probably representing repeated
exploitation (although not to a degree comparable to that
seen at the Beorgs), relating to combined axehead and knife
production. Midfield 2 (eastern dyke), is characterized by
four or five quarry pits along a felsite outcrop, with discrete,
probably single-event workshops, located on either side of
the dyke. The latter dyke follows the landscape contours, and
workshops defined by coarse waste from axehead production
were found on the E (downslope) side of the dyke, whereas
workshops defined by finer waste from knife production were
found on the W (upslope) side of the dyke. The Midfield 2

quarry pits and workshops provide a potential initial focus of
detailed analysis, as the understanding of these more discrete
activity areas may allow areas with palimpsest character to
be disentangled.
It was suggested that a first season of fieldwork should
concentrate on the mapping of felsite dykes, workshops
and associated features in North Roe in general, as well
as more detailed mapping of the felsite dyke, quarry pits
and workshops at Midfield 2. Other activities relating to the
project includes spot-checking in the field of felsite dykes
on Muckle Roe, Delting, as it is not certain that only the
North Roe Riebeckite felsite was exploited in prehistory,
and the collection of raw material samples from these
dykes. Axeheads and Shetland knives in felsite in museum
collections are also being listed and their find locations
mapped, to allow future discussion of the dissemination of
these artefacts from North Roe.

Midfield 2, North Roe: An axehead roughout, in felsite. Courtesy of Santiago
Arribas Pena, Historic Scotland

Walls and Sandness
Norby
Evaluation
Hazel Moore and Graeme Wilson – EASE Archaeology
HU 1989 5744 A trial trenching evaluation was undertaken
during September 2011 in advance of a proposed residential
development. The remains of a substantial ditch and
associated features were uncovered. These are connected
with a large mound and probably represent an Iron Age
broch or fortified homestead.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: K and R Garrick

SOUTH AYRSHIRE
Ballantrae/Barr/Colmonell
Arecleoch Wind Farm Grid Connection
Survey and excavation
Stuart Mitchell – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NX 1821 8048 – NX 2202 8330 – NX 2376 8600 A programme
of mitigation works was conducted, 1 August–31 October
2010, along the route of an overhead line between Arecleoch
Wind Farm and the Mark Hill Collector Substation. The work
included surveys, sample excavation and the marking-out of
known sites.
Archive: RCAHMS and South Ayrshire SMR
Funder: Scottish Power Systems
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Colmonell
Gowlands Terrace, Barrhill
Evaluation
Claire Williamson – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NX 2322 8214 An evaluation was carried out in October
2011 prior to residential development on land S of 6
Gowlands Terrace. No significant archaeological deposits
were recorded and all finds related to 19th- or 20th-century
use of the site. Although some areas were excluded from
the evaluation, the lack of evidence in the areas examined
suggests that there is no credible potential for surviving
remains in the excluded areas.

a child’s dolly. Another two smaller test pits were excavated
within the woodland downslope of the rubbish chute and
at the base of the cliff upon which the Gazebo stands. No
structural remains were uncovered but the higher of the two
test pits included a flake of flint.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland and EAFS

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr Adrian Goodall

Girvan/Kirkoswald/Maybole
Maybole to Girvan Gas Pipeline
Watching brief, survey and evaluation
Fraser MacRae – CFA Archaeology Ltd
NS 2977 0877 – NS 1973 0001 A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken 4 April–18 June 2011 during the
construction of a high pressure gas pipeline. The work
included a watching brief, a controlled topsoil strip, a survey
and an evaluation. The features recorded included a range
of field boundary and drainage ditches, possible trackways,
a stone box drain and a small number of isolated pits. The
majority of these features are likely to relate to post-medieval
to recent agricultural use of the landscape. None of the
pits contained any dating evidence, but some are likely to
be post-medieval to recent in date and others natural stone
holes. A survey and evaluation of a potential burnt mound
revealed it to be a natural outcrop of boulder clay.

Trust volunteers planning the foundation of Culzean Castle’s rubbish chute

Maybole

Crossraguel Abbey
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 2756 0836 A watching brief was maintained on 7 March
2011 during the excavation of a trench for a new information
board. Nothing of archaeological interest was recorded.

Greenan, Ayr
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 3140 1877 A second phase of evaluation (DES 2010,
162) was undertaken 1–13 September 2010 on the site
of a proposed residential development. The evaluation
consisted of both linear trenching (2000m2) and topsoil
stripping of five areas of between 20–50m square. The
evaluation revealed isolated pit and linear/curvilinear
features of probable prehistoric date. A quantity of lithics
was also recovered.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Mactaggart and Mickel Ltd

Gazebo Court and Gas House Brae, Culzean Castle
Excavation and survey
Derek Alexander – The National Trust for Scotland
NS 2340 1031 Volunteers on a National Trust for Scotland
Thistle Camp undertook trial trenching and survey work,
2–9 July 2011, in the Gazebo Court and on Gas House Brae to
the N of the castle at Culzean. In the Gazebo Court a small
trench 3m long by 1.5m wide was excavated to the E of the
Gazebo and up against the courtyard wall (NS 2340 1035)
where there was a drainage hole cut through it. No significant
buried deposits were encountered and all of the material
down to a depth of 0.7m was recent, although it included a
mix of 19th- and 20th-century material and a large assemblage
of window glass. On the Gas House Brae a single trench was
excavated at the base of the early 20th-century rubbish chute
(NS 2340 1031). The trench located the foundation for a side
wall of the chute and a large assemblage of late 19th- and
early 20th-century artefacts, including a few small ceramic
balls from some form of board game and the ceramic arm of

Nether Auchendrane House
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 338 165 A watching brief was carried out in February 2011
during excavation work associated with the construction of
an extension at Nether Auchendrane House. No significant
archaeological deposits were recorded in the footprint of
the development area, and all of the material recorded
related to 20th-century use of the site.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scotland Gas Networks

Kirkoswald
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Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr and Mrs Lamont

Monkton and Prestwick
Main Street, Monkton
Evaluation
Alan Hunter Blair – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 35684 28165 An evaluation was undertaken 21–25
March 2011 on a proposed residential development at the
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NW end of Main Street, Monkton. A total of 38 trenches
were excavated, equivalent to 8% of the 27884sqm
development area. The trial trenches encountered a
number of widely dispersed features. Broad rig cultivation
remnants were visible over the majority of the site and a
group of linear cut features and pits were visible towards
the centre of the site. To the NE of these features parts of
a possible bipartite structure were partially exposed. This
possible structure appeared as a series of slot trenches,
which were rectangular in plan and formed at least two
compartments. Other more isolated linear cut features,
including two possible palisade trenches and further pits
were recorded around the southern and western fringes of
the development area.
An unworked flint fragment was recovered during
excavation of one of the pits, and a fragment of decorated,
orange fabric, green glazed pottery was recovered from a
linear feature, possibly a ditch. A heavily abraded fragment
of orange fabric pottery was also recovered from the fill of
a broad rig cultivation furrow.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Barratt Homes West Scotland and David Wilson Homes
Scotland

Main Street, Prestwick
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 35203 26056 A watching brief was undertaken 18–27
January 2011 during the excavation of foundation and
drainage trenches relating to development work at 55
Main Street. The excavations revealed a rich garden soil
overlying a sandy subsoil. The majority of the ground in the
western half of the site had been previously disturbed by the
insertion of service pipes and a porch-like structure that had
been attached to the rear of the original building. Although
cartographic evidence suggested that the site had remained
undeveloped until the mid- to late 19th century, a single
sherd of late medieval pottery found below the garden soil
in the NE corner of the site is indicative of earlier activity.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Netherfield Dental Practice

Tarbolton
Tarbolton Parish Church Cemetery
Watching brief
Louise Turner – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 4302 2717 A watching brief was undertaken August–
September 2011 during the replacement of a retaining wall
of the cemetery. The work uncovered an earlier retaining
wall, which formed a revetment against the pre-existing
land form. Backfill to the rear of the wall face revealed
ceramics and bottle glass of late 18th- to early 19th-century
date, suggesting that this revetment was contemporary
with the modern church building, built in 1820. A layer
of disarticulated human skeletal material was found at a
depth of c1m within this backfill, and perhaps represents
remains cleared during construction. A sherd of medieval
pottery (of probable 12th-/13th-century date) was recovered
from this early 19th-century backfill.
The void between the primary and secondary retaining
walls revealed clay tobacco pipe fragments and later
pottery, including sherds of transfer-printed glazed white
earthenware. Two burials had been inserted into this later
infill, both cutting the earlier retaining wall. No traces of
any coffins were identified and neither grave was recorded
in the cemetery records, strongly suggesting that these

particular burials represented paupers’ graves.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Historic Scotland and WoSAS
Funder: South Ayrshire Council

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE
Avondale
Snabe Quarry
Evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 6548 3941 An evaluation was undertaken in Area D at
Snabe Quarry on 14–24 March 2011. A total of 40 trenches,
equating to a 5% sample of the 8.4ha site, were opened. The
only features recorded were field drains associated with land
drainage improvements.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Tarmac Ltd

Bothwell
64 Old Glasgow Road, Uddingston
Watching brief
Alan Matthews and Chris Muirhead – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 694 605 A watching brief was undertaken November 2010–
September 2011 during ground-breaking works associated
with the excavation of foundations to the NW of an existing
house, the excavation of foundations for a garage to the SE
of the house, the placement of services and the construction
of a fence along the NE boundary of the site. No significant
archaeological deposits were recorded and all finds related to
20th- to 21st-century use of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr Farquhar

Carluke
Mauldslie Castle Nurseries
Watching brief and evaluation
Douglas Gordon – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 8084 5004 A programme of archaeological work was
carried out, March–May 2011, in advance of a proposed
residential development. The evaluation, which consisted
of an 8% sample of the development area, recorded no
archaeological remains and no finds other than those
reflecting recent use of the site as a walled garden.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Stay Home Construction Ltd

Carnwath
Carnwath Cemetery
Evaluation
Elizabeth Jones – Headland Archaeology
NS 96711 46871 A evaluation was undertaken on 4 October
2011 on land to the N of Carnwath Cemetery prior to its
possible extension. The area was considered sensitive as
a number of prehistoric finds have been made in the area.
A total of five features, three small possible postholes and
two pits were recorded in Trench 3. The largest pit was 0.9m
in diameter, 0.23m deep and was filled with charcoal-rich
silt. The subsequent excavation of a 40 x 23m area centred
on these features revealed a series of charcoal-rich irregular
features within a linear band of mottled brown sand,
apparently heavily disturbed by roots. The features have been
interpreted as a burnt out hedge line. Finds of white china
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and green glass were recovered from these features. Other
features recorded included a possible posthole with adjacent
pit, also heavily disturbed by roots. The irregular shape of
these features suggested they may also have related to the
hedge line. No other features were found on the site. Two
lithics were also recovered from the site; one while cleaning
and the other from the section. Both have been dated to the
Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: South Lanarkshire Council

NT 0425 4580 An evaluation was undertaken on 11 October
2011 prior to an extension to Newbigging Quarry. This
trenching, confined to previously undisturbed areas of the
extension area, did not identify any significant archaeological
features or artefacts.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Tarmac Ltd

East Kilbride

43 Murray Terrace, Carnwath
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 98369 46444 A watching brief was undertaken on 8
August 2011 during the excavation of foundation trenches
for an extension to an existing building. The excavations
recorded topsoil above a silt clayey subsoil. A sewer pipe was
recorded at the S end of Trenches A and C but no remains of
archaeological significance were identified.

14 Montgomery Street, East Kilbride
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 635 545 A watching brief was carried out 20–29 July 2010
prior to the construction of an extension to a Grade B listed
building. The works revealed a fairly recent cobbled surface
overlying an earlier tarmac surface. The subsoil of brown
clay had been disturbed and redeposited during the insertion
of service pipes and no features or finds of archaeological
significance were recorded.

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr Glen Tweedy

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Luddon Construction Ltd

Carstairs

Peel Road, Thorntonhall
Evaluation
Christine Rennie – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 588 554 An evaluation was undertaken on 21 March 2011
prior to a proposed development at Peel Road. The area was
considered sensitive due to its proximity to a previously
identified prehistoric burial. The evaluation consisted of the
excavation of 16 trenches, equivalent to 8% of the 1.94ha
development area. No archaeologically significant features
or artefacts were identified.

Mossplatt Farm
Monitoring
Claire Williamson – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 9156 5147 A watching brief was carried out in June
2011 during ground-breaking works associated with the
installation of a wind turbine in a field to the N of Mossplatt
Farm. The OS maps show a farmstead in this area in the
19th century and a single building, which existed until the
second half of the 20th century. No remains were recorded in
the trenches; however, it is possible that the remains of the
structures exist but were missed by these small excavations.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: A and W Orr

Douglas
Douglas Coalyard
Evaluation
Ross Cameron – Addyman Archaeology
NS 83552 30703 An evaluation was undertaken 14–18 July
2011 prior to the proposed development of an irregularly
shaped compound within the village of Douglas. The
majority of the site corresponds to the former location of
a late 18th-century walled garden behind the Douglas Arms
public house. Cartographic research indicated that site
was located on the fringes of the medieval settlement and
suggested that areas of the compound might have survived
intrusive development, which had taken place since the
production of the 1st Edition OS map. A total of eight
trenches were opened covering 6.07% of the development
area. The evaluation recorded the remnants of the former
garden compound and recovered six sherds of black basalt
ware dating to c1800. However, no archaeology relating to
the medieval settlement was identified.
Archive: RCAHMS and WoSAS (intended)
Funder: Douglas and Angus Estates

Dunsyre
Newbigging Quarry
Evaluation
Jake Streatfield-James – AOC Archaeology Group
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Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: CALA Homes (West) Ltd

Hamilton
Cadzow Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7348 5376 and NS 7350 5373 A watching brief was
maintained on 23 May 2011 during masonry restoration
at Cadzow Castle. The first phase of work consisted of
the removal and reinstatement of a badly leaning wall in
the Inner Ward of the castle (NS 7348 5376). The second
phase involved the clearance of earth from an unidentified
structure located on the bedrock ridge to the SE of the castle
(NS 7350 5373). The newly uncovered masonry was then
cleaned and reinstated. No archaeological deposits or finds
were recorded; however, the exposed masonry was examined
and recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Motehill Pumping Station
Watching brief
Daniel Sahlen – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 725 559 A watching brief was undertaken 21–22 March
2011 during the replacement of a storm tank at Motehill
Pumping Station. The site is close to the location of the
Hamilton Palace stables and it was considered possible that
structural elements of the stables or associated buildings
may have survived. However, no significant archaeological
remains were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Scottish Water

South lanarkshire/stirling

Lanark
Lanark Memorial Hall
Watching brief
Dave McNicol – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 8848 4374 A watching brief was undertaken 14–16 June
2011 during groundworks associated with the construction of
an extension to Lanark Memorial Hall. No finds or features
of archaeological significance were identified during the
excavation of the garden, an adjacent new basement and a
test pit.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mansell Construction Services Ltd

New Cemetery Location, Lanark
Evaluation and excavation
Ross Murray – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 91425 42725 An evaluation and excavation were carried
out 27 July–18 August 2011 prior to the creation of a
proposed new cemetery on ground to the N of the former
Winston Barracks, Hyndford Road. An initial evaluation, of
3500sqm, led to the excavation of two areas of the proposed
cemetery site (A and B). Area A revealed a boundary ditch
and several narrower linear features that related to 19thcentury agricultural activity. The features identified during
the evaluation of Area B were found to be the result of badger
activity and of no archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: South Lanarkshire Council

Lesmahagow
13 Bereholm, Lesmahagow
Evaluation and monitoring works
Rebecca Shaw and Derek Hall – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 814 398 A programme of archaeological work was carried
out 26 October 2010–21 March 2011 in advance of a proposed
development. The area was considered sensitive due to its
proximity to the remains of Lesmahagow Priory, which was
excavated in 1978.
The excavation of an initial trench revealed that the area had
been disturbed during demolition work and by the insertion
of large salt glazed pipes. Fours sherds of medieval pottery
were recovered from the disturbed deposits. A small section
of in situ walling and four additional sherds of pottery were
uncovered in the N part of the trench at a depth of 0.6m. All
eight sherds were 15th-/16th-century in date. The function of
the walling was not established; however, the location of the
pottery on its upper surface could indicate that the walling
is c14th-century in date. An additional eight sherds of 16th/17th-century pottery were recovered during the subsequent
excavation of foundation trenches.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Mr Ian Cuthbert

Broken Cross North
Evaluation
Maureen C Kilpatrick – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 84324 38716 An evaluation was carried out, 13–20 June
2011, on Phase 3 of a proposed coal extraction area near
Devonburn. The evaluation investigated 5% of the area (76
trenches equalling 123825sqm). No significant archaeological
features were found, but evidence of a field drainage system
relating to 19th- to 20th-century agricultural improvement
works was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Scottish Coal

Lesserlinn Farm, Lanark
Watching brief
Elizabeth Jones – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 8386 4106 A watching brief was undertaken on 25
January 2011 prior to the construction of six wind turbines.
A total of 12 trenches, 6 measuring 5 x 5m and 6 measuring
2 x 2m were excavated. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Allan Allison

Whiteside
Evaluation
Scott Jacobson – Archaeological Heritage Services
NS 7954 3734 An evaluation consisting of the excavation of
10 trenches was carried out, 27–31 January 2011, prior to the
construction of a stable block on a plot near Lesmahagow.
Ceramics from the 19th and 20th centuries were noted but not
retained.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended) and WoSAS
Funder: Isabella Christie

Wiston and Roberton
Townfoot Steading, Roberton
Watching brief
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NS 9480 2870 A watching brief was undertaken on 25
May 2011 prior to the development of a single house plot.
The area was considered sensitive due to its proximity
to two scheduled ancient monuments of medieval date
(SAM 2596 and 8775), and cropmarks identified on aerial
photographs that are considered indicative of prehistoric
settlement. The monitored topsoil stripping of a 22 x 16m
area revealed 0.4m of a dark brown clayey silt topsoil
overlying natural gravel deposits. No archaeological finds
or features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Tinto Construction Ltd

STIRLING
Balquhidder
Inverlochlarig
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 43240 19500 – NN 43780 18350 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 14 October 2011 along the route of a proposed
new hydro-electric scheme adjacent to the Inverlochlarig
Burn which flows into the River Larig some 10km W of
Balquhidder. Nothing of archaeological significance was
recorded during the survey.
Archive and report: Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR and
RCAHMS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Buchanan
Loch Arklet
Evaluation
Jurgen van Wessel – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NN 370 095 An evaluation of the 18th-century military
road at Loch Arklet was carried out 2–4 August 2011.
The evaluation targeted the intersection of the military
road and an earlier pre-1718 road in order to record their
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relationship. A culvert forming part of the road was also
investigated. The work established that the 18th-century
military road straightened and improved earlier phases of
road construction, with well constructed culverts built to
cross the numerous streams feeding Loch Arklet. No finds
or earlier features were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Forestry Commission Scotland

Comrie
Glen Beich (GB 1‑2)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 60851 24473 On a terrace above Glen Beich a flat
boulder 3.0 x 1.9 x 0.3m bears a single cup mark in a
central position.
NN 61018 24544 A flat slab has a single cup mark.
Glen Beich (GB 3‑4)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 61096 24635
1) On a terrace above Glen Beich a prominent rock 3.5 x
1.3 x 0.7m bears a single cup mark measuring 55 x 18mm.
2) 20m downhill from (1) a prominent boulder with three
cup marks on its upper surface and 33 cup marks on its
steeply sloping SW face.

1) 500m NNW of the meeting of the Beich Burn and Allt
Leacachan a rock 1.4 x 1.3 x 0.5m bears at least 42 cup marks.
2) 220m NNE of (1) an area of bedrock bears a single cup
mark.

Killearn
Ballochruin Farm, Balfron Station
Evaluation
Derek Hall
NS 529 882 Three trial trenches representing a 5% sample
of the footprint of a new house were excavated on 11
November 2011. No archaeological deposits or features
were located.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Mr Andrew Small

Killin
Gleann Dubh
Walkover survey
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology
NN 53391 27564 – NN 52525 28850 A walkover survey was
conducted on 4 October 2011 along the route of a proposed
hydro-electric scheme in Gleann Dubh, which runs into the
E end of Glen Dochart. The route passes close to the W side
of a pre-improvement settlement (presumably NN52NW
9), which consists of the remains of three long-houses, a
corn-drying kiln and an enclosure.
Archive and report: Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR and
RCAHMS
Funder: Green Highland Renewables Ltd

Upper Glen Lochay
Field survey
Dugald MacInnes – Association of Certificated Field
Archaeologists (ACFA)
NN 475 365 and NN 503 359 Two shieling groups on
Innischoarach were partially surveyed and will be
completed in 2012. An ACFA Occasional Paper was
published on Daldaimh and Innisdaimh.
Archive: ACFA Occasional Paper deposited with RCAHMS and the
Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR
Funder: Innischoarach Estate

Upper Glen Lochay
Field survey
Dugald MacInnes – ACFA
NN 504 360 and NN 503 352 Two groups of shieling huts
on the western fringes of Corrycharmaig were partially
surveyed and will be completed in 2012.
NN 509 380 A small shieling group above and to the N of
Dalgirdy Cottage (NN 512 369) was partially surveyed and
will be completed in 2012.
Further work was carried out on the shielings of Airigh
Dalach (NN 545 393) and Airigh Allt an Eilein (NN 555
405) some 3.5km and 5km respectively NNE of Duncroisk
Farmhouse (NN 530 363).
Report: RCAHMS and Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR

Cup-marked rock, Glen Beich (GB 4)

Glen Beich (GB 5‑6)
Cup-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 62065 27380
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Upper Glen Lochay
Field survey
Dugald MacInnes – ACFA
NN 422 348 The survey of Batavaime has been completed,
apart from three hanging valleys on the ancient hunting
ground of the Forest of Mamlorn (NN 390 340, NN 400 350
and NN 410 360). Plans of several shieling huts still need
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One of the Dalgirdy shieling huts, viewed from the E, Upper Glen Lochay. Copyright Dugald MacInnes

to be drawn up to complete the survey on Lubchurran (NN
453 354).
Report: RCAHMS and Stirling and Clackmannanshire SMR
Funder: Pitcastle Estate Management Ltd

Logie
The Abbey Craig Dig
Evaluation
Murray Cook, Claire Bird, Stuart Dinning and Doug RocksMacqueen – Stirling Council
NS 8094 9565 The Abbey Craig Dig is intended to be the
first of many community archaeological training projects
run by Stirling Council and the Ranger Service. Season
One in September 2011 looked at the portions of the Abbey
Craig Hillfort which lay beyond the outer rampart and a
Late Victorian toilet block associated with the Wallace
Monument. Local volunteers, tourists and schoolchildren
undertook all the work.
The results confirmed the presence of an outer terrace
beyond the second rampart, as well as the toilet block.
Finds included a hammerstone, a mason’s chisel, pottery
and glass associated with the Victorian tea room and a
hoard of 1970s halfpennies, presumably stolen from the
Wallace Monument and dropped by the thief as they ran
from the scene.
More projects are planned for the coming year. Please
contact Murray Cook at cookm@stirling.gov.uk for more
details or the opportunity to volunteer.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Stirling Council, Murray Cook, Claire Bird, Stuart Dinning
and Doug Rocks-Macqueen

Port of Menteith
Malling Roman fort
Geophysical survey.
DJ Woolliscroft and B Hoffmann – The Roman Gask Project
NN 564 006 Resistance and magnetic surveys were
conducted on the fort, which had previously been
known only from the air. A clear image of the defences
was obtained with signs of rampart re-entrants visible at
some of the gates to parallel the re-entrant ‘eagle beak’
variation of the normal Flavian parrot beak ditch breaks
known through aerial photography. The fort lies on the W
side of the Lake of Menteith and the significant band of
wetland that lies along the lake shore had prevented the
formation of cropmarks and precluded the identification of
the eastern side of the site. The survey was able to trace the
N and S ditches right to the water’s edge without detecting
a turn. At the same time, signs that the eastern end of the
site might represent an annexe now seem unlikely, as no
sign of a ditch and/or rampart could be detected that might
represent the end of the fort proper, and signs of what
might really be an annexe were discovered at the other
end of the site, attached to the fort’s SW corner. The fort
therefore seems likely to be significantly bigger than had
been thought, at c3.6ha over the inner ditch. Faint traces
of internal buildings were revealed and faint suggestions
from the air that the principia was sited in such a way that
the fort faced W towards the lake, but with the retentura
significantly smaller than the praetentura, were confirmed.
Outside the fort, clear images were obtained of parts of
the two temporary camps, already known to exist on the
site, with what are probably pits showing in the Stracathro
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Malling Roman fort resistance survey with high pass filter

type camp to the fort’s S. A road was detected heading
S, along with a number of possible roundhouse features
and a c40 x 30m rectangular enclosure. There were large
expanses of rig and furrow cultivation, both inside and
outside the fort.
Archive: The Roman Gask Project
Funder: The Roman Gask Project

NN 56899 02745 At 40m NW of the site noted above a
small stretch of bedrock bears four cup marks
Upper Glenny (UG 7)
Cup-marked rock
George Currie
NN 57052 02814 A stretch of bedrock with three cup marks.

Upper Glenny (UG 6 and 10)
Cup- and ring-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 56929 02722 A low knowe with some exposed bedrock
bears at least 21 cup marks, two of which have single rings.
A metre to the E of the main group a large cup mark has a
single ring. The E section has two cup marks, one with a
widely spaced ring and a keyhole motif with a single ring.

Stirling

Cup- and ring-marked rock, Upper Glenny (UG 6)

King’s Knot
Geophysical and topographic survey
Stephen Digney, Adrian Maldonado and Richard Jones –
University of Glasgow, Stirling Local History and Archaeological
Societies
NS 78896 93646 The King’s Knot, situated below Stirling
Castle within the King’s Park, consists of a stepped octagonal
mound set in a square parterre and to the NW a much smaller
low circular mound and associated square parterre. These
conspicuous garden earthworks represent the final form of
the royal gardens believed to have been commissioned by
Charles I in 1627–9. The garden was set out on an ambitious
scale by James IV in the 1490s; it was maintained throughout
the 16th and 17th centuries, but by the beginning of the 18th
century the garden had become ruinous. In 1975 JK St Joseph
identified through aerial photography three apparently
concentric ditches in a trapezoidal form beneath and around
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Upper Glenny (UG 8 and 9)
Cup-and ring-marked rocks
George Currie
NN 57049 02866 A stretch of bedrock bearing two cup marks
both of which have single rings. At 12m to the NW of the site
noted above a stretch of bedrock bears four cup marks.
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the King’s Knot mound.
The aims of the geophysical and topographic surveys
undertaken in May and June 2011 were to define the
boundaries of the early garden and gain a subsurface image
of existing features, known and unknown, which may relate
to the development of the garden and clarify the pre-garden
monument.
The magnetic survey covered c6ha of the King’s Knot and
part of the golf course to the W across the Dumbarton Road,
the resistivity survey encompassed a somewhat smaller
area around the Knot, and GPR was used around the main
mound and across the long ditch to the SE. The resistivity
and magnetic survey both confirmed the presence of ditches
around the main mound, yet their configuration and direction
appear more complex than on the aerial photographs; they
surely hint at multi-period construction.
The prominent ditch to the S of the main mound was
followed in a westerly direction to the Dumbarton Road but
did not extend into the present golf course. The details of
building remains were detected at the SE end of the park,
and a system of drains along the E side. Many magnetic
anomalies were detected at the N end of the survey area,
some of them associated with natural features and others
with as yet unidentified structures.
Funder: Historic Scotland and Stirling City Heritage Trust

of the trenches, where practical, the current sign bases were
reused for the new boards.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stirling Castle – Esplanade
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7916 9395 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out on 11 February 2011 during the excavation of a trench
for a fibre optic cable. Although nothing of archaeological
interest was recorded, the area remains of interest due to its
proximity to the castle and the fact that the remains of postmedieval and potentially medieval buildings can be seen
preserved, as façades, in some of the nearby path and road
boundary walls.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stirling Castle – Guard House
Standing building recording
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7906 9404 Standing building recording was carried out,
21–24 January 2011, prior to the removal of part of a wall
within the Guard House in the Lower Square of Stirling
Castle, as part of refurbishment works. The survey of the
section of wall recorded some original wall fabric with later
lathe and plaster, a doorway and modern electrical and
heating services.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

A relief plot graphic of processed resistivity data, black and white are high and
low resistivity respectively

Stirling Castle
Survey of carved stones
Mary Márkus – Archetype
NS 7900 9400 A proportion of this very large group of
stones was given a very brief survey during April–June
2010, before being cleaned and placed in storage. The
stones were removed during work on the King’s Hall at
Stirling Castle, and many were recorded in an illustrated
catalogue by Nick Bridgland. In such a large collection it is
not surprising to find much duplicated material, especially,
in this case, corbels. Other pieces included water drainage
troughs and saddles, an elaborate section of a window sill,
window mullions, and a fragment of a miniature ribbed
vault, probably from inside a small canopy.
This listing and other inventories of carved stones at
Historic Scotland’s properties in care are held by Historic
Scotland’s Collections Unit. For further information please
contact hs.collections@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stirling Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7905 9401 (centred on) A watching brief was carried
out 31 May–14 June 2011 during the installation of five
information boards. In order to minimise impact to the
potentially important historical surfaces discovered in some

Stirling Castle – Guard House Square and the Straw Store
Standing building recording, watching briefs and excavation
David Murray – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7906 9404 (centred on) A programme of archaeological
work was undertaken 1 March 2010–10 February 2011 as
part of improvement work being undertaken in the Guard
House Square. The work focused on the demolition of the
Straw Store and construction of a new ticket office.
Guard House Square represents the main entrance to the
Castle within the outer defences of 1714. It was originally
built as an open square, with a defensive wall to the S along
the cliff edge and to the E against a rock cut ditch, with a
further ditch and inner wall to the N and W separating this
area from the rest of the castle. Buildings were then built
along its edges, with a Gun Shed built against its S wall by
1806. This was demolished and replaced by the Cart Shed
(still standing) by 1858. Small ancillary structures built
against the Cart Shed’s E wall were then replaced by the
Straw Store, which is present by 1898. The original Straw
Store occupied the N end of the E side of the Cart Shed, but
in the 1950s an extension was appended to the S, between
the Straw Store and the S wall of the castle. Other structures
in the square include a stables block and coach house just
to the E of the Straw Store built against the E wall and a
guard room in the NE corner.
A plan of 1708 shows the area immediately prior to the
construction of the defences of 1714. This indicates that
while the walls to the E and S are new, those to N and W
follow similar alignments to the earlier (mid-16th-century)
defences. A pyramidal spur projects out from these earlier
defences, occupying the NE corner of the current square,
with a probable ditch running around its S side. The
entrance road to the castle is shown swinging around to
the S of this ditch, running along the cliff edge to the S,
and swinging back around to the N, with its projected path
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running right through the Straw Store and Cart Shed.
The following describes the sequence of fieldwork in
terms of a series of stages, each reflecting a change in the
focus and character of the work.
Stage 1 (1–19 March 2010) – Excavation and standing
building recording Trench 1 was excavated against the E
side of the Straw Store. Evidence was found for one of the
ancillary structures built against the Cart Shed before the
Straw Store, and a sequence of dumped, probable levelling
layers was excavated, all post-dated or were contemporary
with the 1714 S wall. A detailed drawn, photographic and
written record was made of the external (N and E) walls of
the Straw Store.
Stage 2 (23 November 2010–13 January 2011) –
Standing building recording and watching brief A rapid
photographic and written survey, using annotated sketches
rather than formal drawings, was made of the inside of the
Straw Store. This revealed details such as the partial survival
of a window in the E wall of the Cart Shed (matching a
surviving one in its W wall), and the blocking of a fireplace
in the S wall of the Straw Store. An intermittent watching
brief was then maintained during the demolition of the
Straw Store. Details of the Straw Store’s construction, such
as the use of massive blocks for aperture surrounds, and
the incorporation of a cast iron chimney flue in its S wall
were recorded.
Stage 3 (14–27 January 2011) – Excavation During this
stage Trench 2, which occupied the footprint of the mostly
demolished Straw Store was excavated. The wall of the
ancillary structure split this trench into two halves. To the
S post-1714 soil dumps were encountered. To the N infill
surrounded exposed bedrock. The removal of the infill
revealed fragmentary deposits that incorporated a wall line,
running roughly NW–SE, with a probable ditch edge on its
N side, and bedrock close to the surface to its S. The N face
of this wall had been covered by a fine lime plaster at some
stage.
Stage 4 (28 January–3 February 2011) – Excavation
A deeper service track was excavated across the N end of
the site, just to the E of the exposed section of wall. This
exposed the continuation of this wall to the E, albeit at a
lower height, which led to a request to lower the whole E
side of the N end of Trench 2. The removal of later levelling
deposits allowed the services to be placed without causing
disturbance to the wall. A third trench was also opened up
to the E of the S end of Trench 1 against the S wall of the
castle, to accommodate a manhole. The trench contained
services, deep infill deposits, which post-dated the castle
wall, and revealed the drop in bedrock to the S and E.
Stage 5 (4–10 February 2011) – Excavation A service
track (Trench 4) was dug N for 18.5m across the Guard
House Square from the N end of Trench 3 to an existing
manhole at the SE corner of the Guard House. The damaged
remains of masonry, possibly the remains of the Spur, were
recorded on a northward sloping bedrock terrace. A 0.3m
drop at the S end of the bedrock may represent the N edge
of the putative ditch found in Trench 2, and suggesting that
the ditch was c7m wide.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Stirling Castle – Nether Bailey
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 7894 9419 A watching brief was maintained 9–10
November 2010 during the excavation of 150 shallow holes,
for gorse plants, on high ground N of the Powder Magazine.
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The excavations showed that apart from the presence of
material relating to the modern shooting range the area had
been previously undisturbed to a depth of 0.3m.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

St Ninians
Bannockburn
Geophysical survey, evaluation and watching brief
Iraia Arabaolaza – GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NS 7964 9057 A programme of work consisting of a GPR
survey, evaluation and watching brief was undertaken,
10 August–11 October 2011, in the car park of the existing
Bannockburn Heritage Centre in advance of the construction
of a new heritage centre. The trial trench evaluation consisted
of the excavation of ten trenches, covering 360m2, equivalent
to 15% of the development area. The trenches were placed
in a diagonal pattern across the site and also targeted
anomalies identified by the GPR survey. The watching brief
monitored the excavation of one borehole and eight test pits.
No significant archaeological features were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: The National Trust for Scotland

Bannock Burn, near Muirpark Farm
Walkover survey
Tamlin Barton – Alder Archaeology Ltd
NS 74416 87687 and NS 75101 87722 A walkover survey was
undertaken on 27 October 2011 in advance of tree planting
at two areas along the Bannock Burn. The two areas lie in
an area that was subject to limestone quarrying and lime
processing throughout most of the 18th century. The quarry
was in operation in 1702 and the workings were abandoned
by the end of the 18th century. The survey identified 25
sites, including the remains of 20 horse-shoe shaped lime
clamps or kilns, in the form of simple banks constructed
from stones and boulders with central depressions and
nearby flat working areas.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Eamonn Wall and Co

Pirnhall Inn, Bannockburn
Metal detector survey
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 8023 8928 A metal detector survey was undertaken on
17 January 2011 on the site of a proposed extension to the
Pirnhall Inn. The survey covered a c500m2 triangular plot of
land to the E of the current building. A total of four artefacts
were retrieved; three corroded iron objects associated
with farming activity and a single copper button of postmedieval date. No artefacts associated with the Battle of
Bannockburn were detected.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Fletcher McNeil and Partners Ltd

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE
Dumbarton
Drumoyne, Strathleven Place, Dumbarton
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 399 754 A watching brief was undertaken on 19
February 2011 during the excavation of foundation trenches
for a proposed extension to Drumoyne, a Category B listed
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house, at Strathleven Place. No archaeological remains were
recorded in the monitored area, a large part of which had
been previously disturbed during the construction of a bay
window and the installation of drainage pipes.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Linda McAdam and Iain Boal

Dumbarton Castle
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 4001 7441 A watching brief was maintained on 22 March
2011 during the excavation of two shallow trenches for new
signposts at the outer entrance to Dumbarton Castle. There
were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dumbarton Castle – Governor’s House
Watching brief
Paul Fox – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 4001 7440 A watching brief was maintained on 18
October 2010 during the removal of an existing fence and
the excavation of four trenches to house a new fence to the
E of the Governor’s House. The area was found to have been
disturbed in modern times during the installation of services
and there were no finds or features of archaeological
significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Dumbarton Castle – Spur Battery
Watching brief
Alan Radley – Kirkdale Archaeology
NS 399 744 A watching brief was maintained on 3 February
2010 during the excavation of three small trenches in advance
of the installation of a new handrail at the Spur Battery. There
were no finds or features of archaeological significance.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Historic Scotland

Old Kilpatrick
Northern Marine Management
Watching brief
Alan Matthews – Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
NS 490 709 A watching brief was carried out in March 2011
during the construction of an extension to offices at Alba
House in Clydebank Business Park. The development work
included an outfall into the scheduled ancient monument
of the Forth–Clyde Canal. No significant archaeological
deposits were recorded and all finds related to 20th-century
use of the site. This was not considered surprising as the
original route of the canal is depicted, on the 1st and 2nd
Edition OS maps, as being N of the canal’s current route
and the scheduled area. The extent of modern disturbance
in the scheduled area also suggested that any traces of older
structures have been removed.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: WoSAS
Funder: Northern Marine Management

South Canal Bank: Old Kilpatrick to Linnvale
Watching brief
Rebecca Shaw – Rebecca Shaw Archaeological Services
NS 498 703 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken,
1 April–2 August 2010, during renovation/landscaping
works to the South Canal Bank. The width of the canal had
been reduced in this area and there existed the possibility

that remains related to the original canal wall might be
revealed during the work. However, the excavations mainly
revealed deposits associated with modern brick walkways,
or clinker-like material associated with the railway tracks
to the S of the canal. No significant archaeological remains
were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS. Report: Historic Scotland and WoSAS
Funder: Clydebank Rebuilt URC

WEST LOTHIAN
Abercorn
Hopetoun Estate
Watching brief
Jamie Humble – Headland Archaeology Ltd
NT 0805 7911 A watching brief was maintained, 17–31
August 2010, during the construction of a cycle path
through the Hopetoun Estate. All ground level reduction
was monitored and the main excavation related to the
construction of a 130m long by 2m wide cycle path, within
a cutting just outside of the kirkyard of Abercorn Church,
the site of a 7th-century Anglian monastery.
Deposits of midden material, tipped down a steep hill, and
pottery found in the topsoil provided evidence of medieval
activity. Evidence relating to the alteration of the landscape
during the construction and later alterations to the designed
landscape of Hopetoun House were also recorded. Two
additional trenches, totalling 250m2, excavated to provide
material for the construction of banking contained no
significant archaeological finds or features.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: Sustrans Ltd

Bathgate
Inchwood, Bathgate
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 9896 6765 An evaluation was undertaken 10–12
January 2011 prior to a proposed business development
at Inchwood. Trial trenching was undertaken over an 8%
(1560m2) sample of the site. The evaluation revealed no
archaeologically significant finds or features, although there
was evidence of agricultural improvement in the form of
ceramic field drains, and a drained pond occupied the SW
corner of the site.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: C and W Assets Ltd

Little Boghead, Bathgate
Evaluation
Rob Engl – AOC Archaeology Group
NS 9637 6788 An evaluation was carried out 20–29 September
2010 in relation to a proposed residential development.
A number of trenches covering a total of 4800m2, an 8%
sample of the site, were excavated. A single linear ditch
feature of probable Victorian date was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Lovell Partnerships Ltd

Linlithgow
Burgh Halls, Linlithgow
Watching brief
Alistair Robertson – Headland Archaeology Ltd
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NT 0021 7721 A watching brief was undertaken 12
December 2008–4 November 2009 during works related the
refurbishment of the Burgh Halls and the construction of a
new extension. The area of the extension, to the rear of the
Burgh Halls, was considered sensitive as it is located within
a scheduled ancient monument (SAM 90201). The Burgh
Halls and the garden to the rear lie to the S of the graveyard
of St Michael’s parish church. A reference in the Linlithgow
Burgh Survey (AD 1187) suggests that a school was accessed
from the E side of the Kirkgate and was probably located
close to the church. An almshouse, dating from before 1448
and surviving until the 17th century was also located on the
E side of the Kirkgate to the S of the cemetery.
The groundworks exposed a number of deposits and
features of archaeological significance. A 15th-century
jeton was recovered from soil deposits containing wall
foundations within the footprint of the Burgh Halls. In the
garden to the rear of the Burgh Halls the remains of two
basement rooms were recorded. One of the rooms had been
backfilled with a deposit containing 15th-century pottery.
Another wall foundation which predated the 16th–17th
centuries was located to the front of the Burgh Halls. It
is considered that these structural remains may relate to
either the school or the almshouse.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: WoSAS
Funder: West Lothian Council

Linlithgow Sports Centre
Watching brief
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NT 0109 7733 A watching brief was undertaken, 4 November
2010–17 February 2011, on ground reduction works
associated with the construction of a new car park, access
roads and drainage at Linlithgow Sports Centre. The works
exposed the remains of two possible walls, the gable end
of a building and an associated water channel of probable
18th/19th-century date. The building (a possible mill) and
the canalised water channel can be clearly identified on the
1st Edition OS map of 1856.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: West Lothian Council

Torphichen
Gormyre Hill
Geophysical and kite aerial photographic survey and 3D
modelling
John Wells, Rosie Wells and Jim Knowles – West Lothian
Archaeology
NS 9761 7267 This site has been extensively surveyed
using geophysical techniques by the EAFS (DES 2010, 174),
Peter Morris and more recently by Jim Knowles of West
Lothian Archaeology. The results have been varied and
inconclusive.
It is normal practice for West Lothian Archaeology to
revisit and re-photograph sites (http://www.armadale.
org.uk/gormyre.htm), and this year the images obtained
conformed to an earlier simplistic description of the
prominent features. However, the construction of 3D
models which can be rotated, clearly reveal the topography
of the site. Despite the extensive non-invasive work carried
out on this site no firm conclusions have been reached
about the nature of this feature. To gain further data,
permission has been obtained to sink test pits on the site.
Further work will also be carried out using the group’s
new aerial thermal imaging rig (www.armadale.org.uk/
phototech06.htm).
184

Gormyre Hill covered in snow

Torphichen Preceptory: A Circular Structure at The Glebe
Geophysical survey
Jim Knowles – West Lothian Archaeology
NS 96894 72516 In April 2011 members of the West Lothian
Archaeology Group, including architectural historian Geoffrey
Stell, viewed the architecture of Torphichen Perceptory,
originally the Scottish headquarters of the Knights Hospitaller
of the Order of St John of Jerusalem, to examine its potential
for further investigation. After viewing the Knights’ Garden,
the group considered the area to the SW. At the lower end of
the Bow Yett are the possible remains of the S gatehouse of
the Preceptory, located adjacent to the exterior wall of the
18th-century Glebe gardens.
After a brief examination of the 13th-century remains of
the gatehouse it was decided that the Glebe gardens may
contain further remains of the tower itself. An examination
of the gardens revealed a low raised bank in the area that
could have housed the original tower, a position that would
have overlooked the road N towards the fortified monastic
settlement. The visibility of this feature increased when it
was photographed in the near infra-red.
After consultation with the owner it was decided that
an earth resistance geophysical survey could be performed
across the area. A single 20 x 20m grid accommodated the
survey area and a high sampling resolution was used to
record the feature in detail. The results suggest that there
is a low circular bank, with an outer diameter of 15m,
surrounding the possible remains of a smaller, 4m diameter
circular structure, off-centre towards the N, with a possible
entrance on the SE side. This could reflect the foundation
remains of the outer wall, with the tower base within the
hollow. Although the presence of a modern gas main in the
middle of the area would make any intrusive investigation
difficult further work remains a possibility.
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COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR/
WESTERN ISLES
Barvas
Baile an Truiseil Wind Energy Project
Evaluation
Christine Rennie–GUARD Archaeology Ltd
NB 368 527 A trial trenching evaluation was carried out
14–16 March 2011 on a proposed development site at Baile
an Truiseil. A total of 22 trenches covering 10% of the 1.8ha
site were excavated. No significant archaeological features or
finds were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn

Cnoc Airigh Mhic Crishnidh – Horshader Community
Energy Scheme
Watching brief
Carol M Knott
NB 2442 4583 A watching brief was carried out on 17
March 2011 during test pitting on open moorland prior to
the construction of a wind turbine. A total of three trenches
covering an area of 9m² were excavated over a distance of
30m. No archaeological features were recorded within the
development area; however, a series of old ground surfaces
were observed within the blanket peat. To the E, fragmentary
remains of an oval stone-built structure, probably a shieling,
were recorded at NB 24598 45870, and c140m of a turf- and
stone-built dyke was recorded between NB 24359 45903 and
NB 24386 45795.

relationships which indicated at least two phases of wall, one
of which was recent enough to contain concrete and a rubber
plimsole. Finds of 19th- and 20th-century date were recovered
from the soils, but returned to the wall during rebuilding, as
per Trust policy.
Other discoveries A length of turf dyke on the SE side
of Claigeann Mor; a section of wall at Bioda Mor, Dun; a
wall cutting across the headland over the tunnel; two upright
stones on Conachair; two pivot stones, one between house 9
and blackhouse K, and a stone with two pivot like depressions
in the wall of enclosure 53; pumice stone from the roof of
cleit 67; clay tiles in the eroding soils near the store; a line
of WW1 postholes; and 7 sherds of unglazed handmade
pottery from the eroding coastal cliff. A day survey was also
undertaken on Soay.
Archive: RCAHMS and www.kilda.org.uk (intended). Reports:
Western Isles SMR
Funder: Historic Scotland and the National Trust for Scotland

Archive: RCAHMS. Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Horshader Community Development Ltd

Harris
Hirta
Survey, conservation and excavation
Ian McHardy and Carol Knott – The National Trust for Scotland
NF 1010 9930 A full season of fieldwork 16 April–13 September
2011 included condition surveys, coastal erosion monitoring,
conservation work and two small-scale excavations.
Blackhouse F A small trial trench was excavated within
Blackhouse F, as part of the annual St Kilda Work Party
conservation works. This blackhouse has been used for many
years as a dumping ground for excess building materials,
which the Trust is now gradually removing. In order to do
this without risk to any in situ archaeological deposits a
small trial trench was excavated to examine the deposits.
A trench was opened at the S end of the interior of the
blackhouse, measuring 3.3m E–W and 0.8m N–S. Six
contexts were recorded. No finds worthy of further study were
encountered and the excavation was curtailed as soon as in
situ archaeological deposits were recognised. The evidence
indicated that a small camp-style fire took place in the SW
corner of Blackhouse F shortly after the building had been
abandoned and the roof had collapsed. Occupational debris
had been dumped in the ruin during the 19th century and
sometime after this sandy gravel and stones were dumped in
the blackhouse by NTS work parties.
Blackhouse B The southern wall of this blackhouse
abuts the main village street and had become extremely
unstable. It was agreed to dismantle the exterior face, record
all archaeological deposits encountered and then reinstate
the wall. A written and drawn (plan section and elevation)
record was produced of 20 contexts and bulk samples
taken from in situ layers. The trench showed stratigraphic

Pivot or cup marks(?) at St Brendans

Northton
Survey and sampling
RR Bishop, MJ Church and PA Rowley-Conwy – Durham University
NF 9753 9123 A small-scale coastal erosion survey was
undertaken 12–16 September 2011 of the Mesolithic buried
land surface at Northton. Previous fieldwork at the site in
2001 had revealed the first radiocarbon dated Mesolithic
deposits in the Western Isles eroding at the base of machair
beneath the later Neolithic and Beaker settlement. A
subsequent small-scale excavation undertaken in 2010
revealed a concentration of Mesolithic artefacts and ecofacts
mixed within an old ground surface (DES 2010, 178).
In order to assess the spatial extent of the Mesolithic
archaeology within the exposed old ground surface, a series
of samples was taken at 3m intervals around the coastal
edge. At each sampling location the old ground surface was
surveyed, photographed, drawn and bulk samples were
taken. In addition, a relic peat section c100m from the 2010
excavations was sampled to provide a palaeoenvironmental
context for the archaeological remains.
The excavated sections through the old ground surface
contained varying concentrations of environmental remains
and artefactual material, but no archaeological features were
detected. On the NE side of the headland, the buried land
surface was present in all sampling locations (up to c25m
from the 2010 excavation). The absence of the old ground
surface in sections over 18m to the NW of the area excavated
185
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Figure 1 – The clay floor of the broch and the narrow passage/doorway within the interior broch wall, Rubh’ an Teampaill

in 2010 suggests that the Mesolithic deposits at this site are
spatially restricted to an area c45–50m around the coast.
Archive: To be decided
Funders: National Science Foundation of America, Historic Scotland
and Durham University

Rubh’ an Teampaill
Excavation and survey
Kevin Colls and John Hunter – University of Birmingham
NF 97000 91340 The site at Rubh’ an Teampuill represents
one of the key archaeological sites on Harris, with evidence
for human occupation ranging from the Mesolithic to postmedieval and beyond. The site is set within a landscape
showing evidence of human activity over several millennia
demonstrated as earthworks, possible platforms and
collapsed ancillary structures, cultivation, possible graves,
and more ritualistic monuments such as standing stones.
The site of a broch on the promontory at Toe Head is well
known locally and survives as a grass-covered ruin partly
superimposed by an early 16th-century chapel. The chapel
itself is recorded in the RCAHMS volume of 1928, although
the broch is not mentioned. It was the subject of surface
stripping but has otherwise not been investigated further
(Simpson 1965). The monument is visible on the ground as
a turf-covered mound with evidence for both external and
internal facing edges. The external diameter is c16m and the
internal diameter c8m. The aim of the current investigations,
undertaken June–July 2011, was to examine a sample of the
monument with respect to understanding its constructional
method, the nature of its survival, and its vulnerability to
coastal and wind erosion.
The outer face of the broch had been laid directly on
to bedrock (Lewisian gneiss); and had been levelled by
underpinning. These outer facing stones were the most
186

substantial encountered: the largest was c1.2m wide and 0.8m
deep and sat against the highest point of bedrock exposure.
The bedrock slopes away down to the N and suggests that the
sea-facing aspect of the structure was deliberately positioned
on the highest available point on the headland.
The outer facing stones formed part of a ring wall c1.2m
thick with less substantial stones lining the inner face and
with a wall fill of dark soil and small angular stones. This
ring wall may have been used in order to define the footprint
of the overall building. The inner face of the broch proper
was also of less substantial facings and confirmed that the
overall thickness of the broch wall was c4m.
In the area excavated the core of this walling contained part
of a small curved chamber accessed from the interior of the
broch through a narrow c0.55m wide faced passage c1.4m in
length (Figure 1). Lewisian gneiss does not lend itself well to
building and throughout the broch the stone faces were only
roughly coursed, uneven and levelled as appropriate with
small rubble. That said, there was some evidence in both the
chamber and the passage to suggest that part-corbelling of
the walling may have occurred. A small recess c0.1 x 0.1m
had been constructed in the W wall of the passageway near
the entrance, presumably to provide some form of securing
mechanism against a door by way of a cross beam. A less
formal angular arrangement of coursing provided a similar
feature on the E face. The finds from Northton consisted
of a small assemblage with a restricted range of artefacts,
dominated by animal bone and handmade, decorated ceramic
vessels. The form of the vessels and their applied decoration
is widely paralleled in Iron Age Western Isles contexts and
is typical of roundhouse-associated pottery in the area. All
of the artefacts appear to have been produced from locallysourced raw materials.
To the N of the broch, fragments of human remains were
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recovered during the excavation of a stone cist. Dating of this
feature is difficult, although Iron Age or Norse is most likely.
Archive: University of Birmingham (currently) and Stornoway
Museum (intended)
Funder: HLF via Landscape Partnership and HDL Ltd

Rubh’ an Teampaill
Watching brief
Carol M Knott
NF 97000 91341 A watching brief was carried out as required
during consolidation of the small roofless late medieval chapel
on the Rubh’ an Teampaill headland, by Hebridean Building
Conservation. The work undertaken June–September 2011
provided the opportunity for an examination of the exposed
wall heads and gables. Evidence for the form of the roof was
provided principally by the exposure of a well preserved
rafter slot set into the edge of the western gable, and by a
possible mid rafter setting on the S wall. Window fixings
were recorded in the N and S wall openings, along with
further details of secondary stone settings on the interior. It
was demonstrated that the basal course of the W wall of the
chapel sits directly on the stonework of the Iron Age broch
underlying it, except in the area of the broch doorway, where
the chapel wall was built without foundation on the layers
infilling the doorway.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: RCAHMS and CNES SMR
Funder: Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic Scotland

Temple Bay
Excavation
MJ Church, RR Bishop, E Blake, C Nesbitt, A Perri, S Piper and PA
Rowley-Conwy – Durham University
NF 9734 9132 An excavation undertaken 16–17 September
2011 at Temple Bay revealed a probable Mesolithic buried
land surface and associated midden deposits. The site is
being actively eroded by the sea and is overlain by over
8m of machair. It appears to be part of the same early to
mid-Holocene buried landscape that contains the Mesolithic
dated site at Northton (DES 2010, 178). The deposits include
an old ground surface of up to 0.1m in depth that is overlain
by shell and ash rich midden deposits up to 0.2m deep.
Approximately 4m of deposits were exposed along the coastal
erosion section. The section was drawn, photographed and
geo-referenced using GPS, before bulk samples were taken
for laboratory analysis. Initial results have shown that the
deposits contain abundant amounts of hazelnut, charcoal,
shell, fish and animal bone, including a red deer antler tine,
hare and bird bones. A few flint and quartz worked lithics
were also recovered. No evidence of any domestic animal or
plant species or pottery was recovered. Radiocarbon dates
on hazelnut fragments will be obtained to test the proposed
Mesolithic date for the site.

a desk-based assessment and walkover survey undertaken
in 2010, aimed to assess the potential for archaeological
remains to be concealed beneath deep sediments, through
the excavation of a series of evaluation trenches. A small
enclosure site was also partially excavated and recorded.
No archaeological deposits or features were revealed in
any of the evaluation trenches. A number of the evaluation
trenches showed that deposits had been heavily disturbed
by the existing road, suggesting there was limited potential
for archaeological deposits to be threatened by the
development work.
Investigation of the enclosure site revealed a series of low
walls, enclosing two small areas. The larger of the areas was
formed from an ill-defined alignment of stones demarcating
three sides of a rectangular area measuring c3.6m N–S and
at least 2.9m E–W. To the N of this enclosure an L-shaped
alignment of stones, constructed from a double skin of
unworked stone blocks, defined a 6.2 x 3.2m area. Two
trenches were excavated across the N and S sections of the
walls. The features were constructed of unworked, angular
stones measuring up to 0.28 x 0.48 x 0.18m, packed with
smaller stones at the base. The stonework sat above topsoil
with no evidence for a foundation cut. Three fragments of
modern pottery and a piece of degraded iron were found in
the topsoil. It is considered that the enclosure is probably
post-medieval in date.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

Archive: To be decided
Funders: National Science Foundation of America, Historic Scotland
and Durham University

North Uist
A865 Spinal Road Improvements
Evaluation
Rebecca Rennell and Kate Macdonald – Uist Archaeology
NF 84476 59327 (centred on) An evaluation was undertaken
4–21 April 2011 prior to improvement works to three sections
of the A865 road S of Cairnis. The area extends from the
intertidal zone to rocky moorland, and includes Gairbheilean and Eilean a’ Ghiorr, rocky islets which lie between
North Uist and Grimsay. The evaluation, which followed

Plan of post-medieval enclosure, A865 Spinal Road Improvements

South Uist
Balang, 6 Balivanich
Evaluation
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 77447 55363 A watching brief was requested to monitor
the excavation of the foundation for a mobile home. The
site was considered sensitive due to its proximity to known
187
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archaeological sites. A large Iron Age settlement mound,
Cnoc Sornain (NF75NE 17), lies c100m NE of the site; whilst
an evaluation undertaken at Tuzo Close, 20m S of Cnoc
Sornain (DES 2009, 187), recorded a cultivation soil buried
beneath an accumulation of wind-blown sand (NF75NE 19).
The foundation trench for the mobile home was found to
have been excavated prior to the start of the watching brief.
An evaluation was therefore carried out on 5 November 2011
to determine if any archaeological features or deposits had
been exposed or disturbed by the excavation. The site had
generally thin, c18mm deep, topsoil overlying c27mm deep
silty clay (100), which contained moderate amounts of shell
and occasional bone. The foundation trench measured c5 x
11m and had been machine excavated to a depth of c42mm,
the level of the natural gravel. The remains of deposit 100,
which possibly represented the remains of midden material,
were examined in the spoil heaps from the excavation, but no
datable material was recovered.
Archaeological features were identified in the W-facing
vertical section of the foundation trench. A thin layer of
dense shell (101) was recorded below deposit (100). The shell
layer extended for c45mm within the section and overlay
a lens of light-brown grey silty sand (102). This covered a
layer of irregular shaped pebbles (103), measuring up to
10 x 7mm. The layer of pebbles sat immediately above the
gravel but was only visible in section. The layer of pebbles
may represent the remains of a cobbled surface, although it
was not possible to determine the character of the feature
with any certainty. However, a post-medieval settlement has
recently been excavated c30m to the SE (DES 2009, 186),
and it is possible that the cobbled surface is part of this site.

19th-century pottery and glass fragments. A small amount of
metalwork relating to domestic activity was also recovered.
Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: UBC Group Ltd on behalf of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

Frobost, South Uist
Auger survey
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 7277 2576 (centred on) An auger survey was undertaken
23–24 June 2011 in advance of proposed sand extraction on
machair at Frobost. The site has previously been subject to
a desk-based assessment and walkover survey (DES 2010,
183). The extraction site encompasses a flat topped, grasscovered mound, c3.5m high and c60m in diameter. Exposed
sand is visible in a small blow-out on the W side of the
mound. The mound lies 20m to the N of a later prehistoric
settlement mound. The survey aimed to determine if
the mound was a natural feature or an accumulation of
archaeological deposits.

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Catherine MacKinnon

Balivanich Primary School
Excavation and watching brief
Lindsay Dunbar and Alan Hunter-Blair – AOC Archaeology Group
NF 7742 5530 A programme of archaeological work was
undertaken 5 July–14 August 2010 in advance of the
construction of a new school. The work consisted of an
excavation of a 2400m2 area in the NE part of the site and
a watching brief to the N, where a new access road was to
be built.
The excavation recorded two ruined buildings lying to
the W of a large blackhouse, and a number of possible
field boundaries. The removal of stone, for reuse in modern
structures, had greatly diminished the ruined buildings. A
series of later charcoal burning pits were excavated to the W
of the buildings. A range of artefacts was recovered, including
pottery sherds which ranged in date from possibly medieval
cragan-ware through to modern remains. The fragments
of numerous wine bottles were also recovered. The large
assemblage of metalwork included a number of cast-iron pot
fragments, (including a near complete inverted vessel, built
into the wall adjacent to the E doorway of the blackhouse), a
possible cannonball and coins.

Augering on Frobost machair

A total of 15 auger cores were taken across the mound, to
a maximum depth of 3m, and anthropogenic deposits were
identified in 4 of the 15 core samples. The anthropogenic
deposits were concentrated on the SE edge of the mound
and consisted of mid to dark orange sand deposits containing
limpet and winkle shell, and a fragment of animal bone.
The remaining cores revealed only sterile wind-blown sand.
The survey results indicate that the site contains truncated
midden deposits associated with the settlement mound to
the SE.

Archive: RCAHMS
Funder: UBC Group Ltd on behalf of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: MacInnes Bros Ltd

Balivanich Primary School
Watching brief
Erlend Hindmarch – AOC Archaeology Group
NF 7742 5530 A watching brief was undertaken 17–28
January 2011 during ground reduction works associated with
an access road for a new school. Evidence of a house, which
had been rebuilt at least twice, was found with associated
cobbling, pits and postholes. Artefacts recorded included

Loch Carnan
Walkover survey
Rebecca Rennell and Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology
NF 8052 4406 – NF 8207 4203 A walkover survey was carried
out on 22 April 2011 prior to the construction of a new 3km
access road for a wind farm at Loch Carnan on the NE coast
of S Uist. No archaeological remains were recorded; however,
three areas of deep peat which may conceal sub-surface
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archaeology were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Stòras Uibhist

Ludag
Evaluation
Kate MacDonald and Rebecca Rennell – Uist Archaeology
NF 7513 1429 – NF 7658 1404 An evaluation was carried out
5–8 September 2011 in advance of coastal protection works
at Ludag. The site lies between Cille Bhrìghde and Taobh
a’ Chaolais, on the S coast of S Uist. The proposed works
are located in five bays, designated A–E. The evaluation
was designed to investigate two previously recorded sites;
a midden in Bay A and a funnel-shaped structure (canalized
channel) in Bay C. The evaluation also investigated an
exposure of peat in Bay D.
In Bay A, excavation of the midden revealed a sequence of
natural deposits and a possible cultivation horizon associated
with 20th-century pottery. No archaeological features or
deposits were recorded. In Bay C, the evaluation uncovered
some disturbed stones that may represent the remains of the
funnel-shaped structure. However, no further masonry could
be identified in the area above the high water mark, and it
is likely that the structure has been damaged by previous
works on the beach. In Bay D, intertidal peat deposits were
investigated and sampled. No archaeological deposits,
features or finds were identified.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: MacInnes Bros Ltd

Stornoway
Eaglais na h-Aoidhe
Standing building recording
Carol Knott and Mark Thacker
NB 4846 3226 A standing building survey was carried out
September–December 2010 as part of an ongoing project
to stabilise and conserve the now roofless remains of the
medieval church of Eaglais na h-Aoidhe (St Columba’s),
on behalf of Urras Eaglais na h-Aoidhe. Seven phases of
building were identified, facilitated by classification of the
mortars and plasters. Earliest was a 9.7m long fragment of
a previously unrecognised earlier church identified within
the N wall, built primarily of local coarse red sandstone
and bonded in shell-lime mortar, presumably dating to
the 13th or 14th centuries. This was extended at some
time probably in the 14th century, creating a large parish
church of simple rectangular plan divided between nave
and chancel by a rood screen with loft over, lit by a rood
loft light. Later, a lean-to sacristy or burial aisle was added
to the S wall, and two adjacent pointed-arched doorways,
both with dressings of fine sandstone, were inserted. After
a series of further alterations, the aisle was removed, and
a substantial chapel/burial aisle with round-headed arches
was added to the W end. This work involved the first use
of limestone mortar, as well as roof level detailing such
as corbels, kneelers and at least one rainwater spout.
After further remodelling and use of the nave, the main
church roof was eventually removed with some care, the
W annex converted to a stand-alone chapel, and a new
area set aside for burial monuments in the former chancel
in the 18th century. By the mid-19th century the building
was effectively abandoned and the remaining roof lost,
although the surrounding graveyard continued in use.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Historic Scotland, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and
Stornoway Trust

Western face of central gable – Eaglais na h-Aoidhe, (St Columba’s Church),
Isle of Lewis

Lews Castle
Watching brief
Rebecca Rennell and Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology
NB 4192 3315 (centred on) A watching brief was undertaken
25–27 April 2011 during the excavation of geotechnical trial
trenches in the 1.3ha grounds of Lews Castle. The castle
was built between 1847 and 1857 for Sir James Matheson,
who purchased the island of Lewis in 1844. The castle
was designed in a Tudor Gothic style by Charles Wilson,
a renowned architect from Glasgow. The principal building
comprises a three storey, crenellated mansion house flanked
by a series of towers and lower service wings to the N and
W. The castle was constructed on the site of the late 17thcentury Seaforth Lodge, and it is likely that remains from
this building are preserved beneath the castle. A recent
architectural survey of the castle indicated that parts of the
earlier building were incorporated into the fabric of the 19thcentury castle.
The excavation of 14 trenches revealed a number of 19thcentury features and deposits. These included foundation
walls and a mortared surface, which seem to confirm the
location of 19th-century glasshouses to the W of Lews
Castle. It is presumed that the 19th-century building rubble
identified in several trenches related to the demolition of the
glasshouses. A sand and shell rich deposit recorded across
the site may be the remnants of an imported soil used within
the glasshouses. No evidence relating to the 17th-century
lodge or earlier activity was recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

Pentland Road Wind Turbine
Watching brief
Rebecca Rennell and Kate MacDonald – Uist Archaeology
NB 35370 35949 (centred on) A watching brief was
undertaken, 9–25 July 2011, during the excavation of
geotechnical trial trenches in advance of the construction
of six wind turbines, an access road and service buildings,
c3km NW of Stornoway.
A previous assessment and walkover survey by Hooper
(2001) had identified 29 sites across and around the
development area. These included a large number of shielings
and possible shielings, ruined 19th-century buildings and
189
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huts, and evidence of lazy bed cultivation and peat cuttings.
The sites were all post-medieval, with the majority relating
to 19th- and 20th-century agricultural activity. A total of 33
trenches were excavated across the site but no significant
archaeological features, deposits or artefacts were recorded.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended). Report: CNES SMR
Funder: MacIver Consultancy Services

Tolsta Community Energy Scheme
Watching brief
Carol M Knott
NB 52382 45943 A watching brief was carried out on 17
March 2011, during test pitting on open moorland prior to
the construction of a wind turbine. The area had been totally
stripped of peat at some point in the past and no significant
archaeological features or artefacts were recorded.
Report: RCAHMS and CNES SMR
Funder: Tolsta Community Development Ltd

Uig
Bearnaraigh Beag (Little Bernera)
Survey
James Crawford
NB 14300 41000 A survey was undertaken during 2011 of the
land divisions and enclosures on the island of Bearnaraigh
Beag. The survey undertaken in 2009 (DES 2009, 189–90)
had revealed some substantial omissions and anomalies in
the original 1851 OS 6" survey. Although the topographical
recordings were of a very high standard, the build features
were not. The island has four main glens running slightly SE–
NW which are in the main precipitous. Full use was made of
the glens with any access points on their faces blocked with
dry stone dykes, in order to provide secure grazing areas for
stock. One of the main features relating to stock management

was recorded in the second glen from the W. In this glen
an area of walling had been constructed to enable stock to
be driven down to the shore, additional walling along the
high water mark then created a funnel to enable the stock
to be transported (by swimming), across the Coalais to
Bearnaraigh Mor.
The survey has revealed a complex series of dykes and
enclosures that date from probably the Late Bronze Age
through the Norse period to the 19th century. Generally the
machair is stable and shows improvement from the RAF
aerial photographs taken in 1946. As rabbits are no longer
present on the island damage by cattle now represents the
only cause for concern. A third survey in 2011/2012 will
focus on the village houses.
The following sites were not recorded during the 2009 field
survey:
NB 14368 41411 Greinabost A group of three small
orthostats, one measuring 0.3m high, directly above eroding
beach. Possible grave. Norse. (S62)
NB 14948 40879 Baca Mor Remains of a stone built hut
beside a boulder. Late medieval. (S63)
NB 14575 40566 Tanganais On a promontory above the
sea are the remains of oval hut footings. They are oriented
E–W and measured 9 x 5m. 18th century. (S64)
NB 14046 40772 Pheghinn a Lar Grouping of stones over
mound with another stone feature at NB 14061 40772 which
may be related. Unknown date. (S65)
NB 13809 40898 Thiarsburaidh Directly above cliff face
are the faint remains of a turf hut, 1.5m in diameter, used for
fish drying. 18th century. (S66)
NB 13618 41622 Loch Beag a Ghearraidh A group of
orthostats is being revealed in SW corner of Loch Beag, which
is being drained by the collapse of glacial clay. Unknown
date. (S67)
Report: RCAHMS and CNES SMR (intended)

The graveyard on Little Bernera showing (on the right) the burial enclosure of the MacDonald’s (c1867). Temppuil Mhichael is just to the left of the enclosure.
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Garynahine Estuary: Ceann Thulabhig
Survey
James Crawford
NB 22758 31469 A survey between an ancient field dyke
E of the restored building at Cnoc Dubh and Loch Ceann
Thulabhig has revealed a semi-submerged settlement in
the estuary of the Garynahine River. The settlement, which
contains possibly ten cellular hut footings, lies 50m from the
shore of Ceann Thulabhig. It is located on a raised platform of
natural bedrock, measuring c40 x 40m in diameter, which at
high water is covered to a depth of 1m. The channel between
the shore and the site, which dries at low water, is covered at
high water to a depth of 3m at the MHWM. Traceable on the
SE aspect is a protective rubble wall which runs for c31m NE.
On the SW between two outcrops of bedrock, another 4m
of protective rubble wall can be observed. The NW section
can just be discerned but is very fragmented due to wave
action from the NW. Heavy seaweed cover obscures many
of the cellular footings but one cellular structure, which is
clear of seaweed, has a double compartment measuring c5.7
x 2.4m. The question of dating the structure is complex and a
tentative date of Early Iron Age has been assigned at present.
Kerbed and unkerbed stone settings
Survey
MR Curtis
NB 21500 33570 (centred on) A survey has been undertaken
of kerbed and unkerbed stone settings. The survey identified
a large number of sites and a brief summary of the sites is
shown below. A full report, which describes each site in
detail, has been submitted to the RCAHMS.
NB 2149 3354 Simon Fraser’s Croft On croft 11 there are
three, possibly four, kerbed stone settings which were drawn
to the author’s attention by Simon A Fraser. They lie more
or less at the limits of an irregularly shaped area marked on
the 1853 OS map. The drainage ditches in this area run NE–
SW and are probably from a pre-crofting era. The drainage
ditches cut c1850 run E–W or N–S between wider cultivation
ridges. There are traces of the features marked on the 1853
OS map.
NB 21475 33525 Stone Setting (S1) There is an oval stone
setting measuring 5.5m (E–W) by 3.5m (N–S) and up to
0.6m high with a perimeter of larger stones, measuring up
to 0.6m and an horizontal/slightly domed interior of smaller
stones, which measured 0.1–0.2m. It stands on a lower stone
setting, which measured c6 x 6m, and protruded up to 0.2m
above the current ground surface, the soil is c0.4m deep. It
has a perimeter of larger stones, measuring c0.4m, which can
be seen in an arc up to 2m outside the upper stone setting to
the NE–N and NW narrowing to nothing on the W. Probing
indicated that the lower stone setting was filled level with
smaller stones, though not as small as those in the upper
setting. The upper setting is similar to the larger kerb cairn
Callanish XXlV at NB 2179 3473 (DES 1995, 110; 1996, 112‑3;
1997, 86 and 1999, 94).
NB 21490 33520 Stone setting (S2) There is a roundish
stone setting measuring 4.0m E–W by c4.5m N–S and up to
0.5m high with a perimeter of larger stones, measuring up
to 0.75m. The slightly concave interior consists of smaller
stones measuring 0.1–0.2m. The soil is c0.3m deep and the
kerb is most obvious on the E.
NB 21505 33555 Stone setting (S3) There is an oval stone
setting measuring 3.0m E–W by 2.5m N–S and up to 0.4m
high with a perimeter/kerb of large stones, measuring up to
0.75m. The level interior consists of smaller stones mostly
measuring 0.1–0.2m, but with some of c0.4m. This setting
may be a prehistoric kerb cairn.

NB 21485 33555 Possible stone setting (S4) There is
an E–W elongated semi-circular assemblage of stones,
measuring 6.5m E–W by c3.0m N–S. It stands up to 0.6m
high on the N side and 0.5m high on the S side and consists
of stones of measuring up to 0.7m. There is an E–W drainage
ditch along the long N side. The creation of the drainage
ditch in c1850 seems to have cut into the N side of a circular
stone setting, measuring possibly 3m in diameter. The fairly
level interior is filled with stones mostly measuring 0.1–
0.2m. Probing detected stones (or rocks), at c0.2m below the
current ground surface, which extended 1m beyond the stone
setting to the S and SE.
NB 2148 3351 Donald Macleod’s Croft On croft 12,
adjacent to, higher than and S of croft 11, three objects
similar to the three larger stone settings on croft 11 are visible
on aerial photographs taken in 1951 (sortie 58-0801, print
3234, RCAHMS archive). A survey of this area recorded two
large piles of stones of assorted sizes, stone settings D1 and
D2, and an area of very soft ground at the third location D3.
NB 21460 33500 Stone setting (D1) A stone setting/pile
of stones measuring c5m E–W by c4.5m N–S. The perimeter
stones, which measured up to c0.5m and were clearly visible
on the NW, are partly covered by 0.35–0.80m deep peaty soil
and were detected by probing. The whole setting currently
c2m high, with boulders measuring up to 1.3m on the top
and against the S and NW sides. Smaller stones, mostly
0.1–0.3m in size, but with some up to 0.35m, are piled high
inside underneath boulders, which are up to c1.5m high. The
original kerbed stone setting is probably preserved intact
underneath.
NB 21485 33500 Stone setting (D2) A stone setting
measuring c5m E–W by c4.5m N–S, is located 34m to the E
of D1. The perimeter stones, which measured up to 0.4m,
protrude up to 0.2m above the ground, which is 0.6m deep,
but are partly covered by grass. The whole setting is currently
c1.3m high. Approximately 20 stones measuring up to 0.7m,
which were deposited during drainage pipe installation in
2000 lie on top of the site. The original kerbed stone setting
is probably preserved intact underneath.
NB 21460 33515 Stone setting (D3) A stone setting, of a
similar size to stone settings D1 and D2 and lying about 12m
to the N of D1 is visible on an aerial photograph from 1951.
A survey of the area recorded an area of very soft broken
ground and c75 loose stones of 0.1–0.3m in size. Probing of
the c0.5m deep area of broken ground suggested that some of
stone setting D3 remains more or less in situ.
NB 21525 33625 Ruth MacLeod’s Croft On croft 2/19,
adjacent to, lower than and N of croft 11, there are six stone
settings largely hidden by grass and other vegetation. At least
one of the six stone settings is similar to those on crofts 11
and 12.
NB 21535 33635 Stone setting (R2) There are eight stones,
the largest measuring 0.4 x 0.5 x 0.6m, on top of an area
of stones largely hidden by vegetation. The stones barely
protrude from the ground, which is generally 0.35m deep,
though a cultivation ridge to the W is 0.5m deep. The stone
setting measures 3.2m E–W by 3m N–S on the W and 2m
N–S on the E. The stones are c0.25m in size. Probing did not
establish whether there was a kerb of larger stones. Only one
0.1–0.3m size stone was detected.
NB 21505 33605 Stone Setting (R5) A stone setting
measuring 3m E–W by 4m N–S, and standing up to c0.6m
high at the centre. Probing established that the stone setting
extends to 4m E–W by 6m N–S, but did not establish whether
there was a kerb of larger stones. The central area is filled
with grass and stones mostly measuring 0.4–0.5m and at
least two layers high.
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NB 21545 33615 Stone Setting (R6) There are three stones,
measuring 0.4–0.5m, on top of an area of stones largely
hidden by moss and grass. The stone setting barely protrudes
from the ground, which is 0.40–0.55m deep and slopes gently
down to the N. Probing established the stone setting to be
circular, 3.2m in diameter, but did not establish if there was
a kerb of larger stones.
NB 21515 33600 Stone Setting (R7) There is an oval stone
setting, measuring 4.5m E–W by 5.0m N–S and up to 0.6m
high, visible in a broad cultivation ridge. Probing of the c0.4m
deep ground established that there is a kerb of large stones,
c0.4–0.5m in size. This is the northmost and lowest of a line
of five similar kerbed stone settings: D1, D3, S1, S4, and R7.
NB 21525 33640 Stone Setting (R9) There is a ‘V’-shaped
setting of six stones, measuring up to 0.55m by 0.30m by
0.20m, between two N–S oriented drainage ditches. It sits
on a level area, 1.5m E–W by 2.3m N–S, consisting of stones
measuring c0.3m, which are barely visible under moss and
grass. Probing established the stone setting to be circular and
3.2m across, but did not establish if there was a kerb of larger
stones.
NB 21535 33635 Stone Setting (R11) There are three stones,
measuring 0.40m, 0.45m and 0.65m long, the largest sharp
edged, close to an E–W drainage ditch. They sit on an area
of stones which measures 2.5m E–W by 2.40–2.45m N–S,
the stones are c0.4m in size and barely visible under moss
and grass. It was not clear whether or not there was a kerb
of larger stones. The three large stones lying on the setting
probably formed the S–W perimeter of the setting, the largest
broken during its removal c1850.
NB 2175 3463 Stone Setting There is a stone setting similar
to R2, R5, R6, R9 and R11 at Olcote, New Park, Callanish,
108m from the kerbed cairn Callanish XXlV (NB 2179 3473)
on the line to Callanish l. The setting measures 5m E–W by
c4.5m N–S. An E–W drainage ditch cuts it on the S (DES
1996, 112).

XXIV
cairn

XVI
stone

XXV
circle

stone settings
kerb cairns

Callanish I

Map showing the position of the stone settings in relation to the Callanish
standing stone sites
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Connections between some Callanish standing stone sites
and archaeo-astronomy
MR Curtis and GR Curtis
The kerbed and unkerbed stone settings, whose origins
remain to be established, are located within the Callanish
Complex, a ritual landscape around Callanish with at least
ten stone circles, five similar smaller stone settings, seven
rows of stones, nine single stones and many burial cairns.
Some sites ‘operate’ singly but others form interlinked
groups. The standing stones of Callanish XVl and the burial
cairn Callanish XXlV can be regarded as parts of Callanish
l, forming the terminals of the N–S row and the avenue
respectively. Each stands on the first hill in its direction from
site l. Sites Callanish l and XXlV each incorporate a flattened
circle whose long axes extend the line of the avenue. The first
phase entrance of the cairn is directed towards Callanish l.
The second phase entrance of the cairn is directed towards
the large stone circle of Callanish XXV, NB 2218 3484 (DES
2003, 138), which itself has outliers (DES 2005,149 and
unpublished material) (The Stones Around Callanish:
Ponting and Curtis 2000, 45–52).
The concentration of kerbed and unkerbed stone settings
lies 11–25m E of a straight line from the avenue at the
Callanish standing stones at NB 213 330 to the prehistoric
burial cairn Callanish XXlV on the first hillock 1.6km away at
NB 2179 3473 (DES 1995,110; 1996, 112–3; 1997, 86; 1999, 94
and 2001,127). It has been suggested that this cairn was used
for excarnation (among other things) and that the remains
were carried along a processional route to funerary activities
at Callanish l on appropriate occasions such as the full moon.
Such a processional route would not be necessarily absolutely
straight. It may well have passed alongside or between the
kerbed and unkerbed stone settings.
The Sleeping Beauty range of hills which stands c22km to
the SSE is where the moon rises at the S extreme. Together
with Beinn Mhor and Roineval, it is visible from all the 13
stone settings on the three crofts, but not from the higher
ground to the W. Cnoc Ghilleaspuig forms the horizon to the
S c400–500m away and grades into the adjacent land where
the stones of Callanish l c500–700m away are silhouetted
on the horizon to the SSW. The view of them is currently
restricted by agricultural buildings and houses. A barn and
house obscure most of the stones of Callanish l. None of the
Clisham range of hills can be seen behind Callanish l.
A preliminary horizon survey by theodolite was made from
between S1 and S4. This location was chosen as a general
position among the stone settings with the only view, albeit
limited, between the buildings of the tops of the tall stone
inside the circle and two of the circle stones at Callanish l,
545m away. The survey showed that seen from by S1, at the
exact moment of the S extreme of the moon, the moon:
• rises gently from the Sleeping Beauty hills, skimming
Beinn Mhor and Roineval;
• continues to rise gently, less than a moon’s width high
above the near horizon Cnoc Ghilleaspuig;
• continues to due S (180° azimuth) where its path is
level, barely half a moon’s width high above the horizon;
• falls gently into Cnoc Ghilleaspuig at the low mound,
which is the spoil heap of material cleared from the stone
circle area at Callanish l on behalf of Sir James Matheson
in 1857;
• then sets, disappearing completely into Cnoc Ghilleaspuig
before the ground rises left of the barn. (The left hand, E,
limit of Callanish l is the same as the left hand end of the
barn. The right hand, W, limit of Callanish l is the same
as the right hand end of the house i.e. the moon sets
before reaching the Callanish stones.)
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This horizon survey would hardly vary in relation to the
Sleeping Beauty hills, Beinn Mhor and Roineval if made
from the kerbed settings D1, D3, S1, S4 or R7. However,
the distance between the right hand (W) slope of Roineval
and the left hand (E) slope of Cnoc Ghilleaspuig (or its top)
would vary from zero degrees of azimuth if made from D1
where the slopes coincide to some 11° of azimuth if made
from R7; i.e. seen from D1, after skimming Roineval, the
moon rolls low along Cnoc Ghilleaspuig until it sets in/
near Callanish l about 1 hour 45 minutes after rising from
the Sleeping Beauty.
(Diodorus of Sicily: the moon god visits the face of the
earth every nineteen years). This skimming of the horizon
fits in very well with the idea that Diodorus was describing
the Isle of Lewis when he wrote about the Hyperboreans
in 55 BC.
‘there is also on the island...a notable temple which is...
spherical in shape...the moon, as viewed from this island,
appears to be but a little distance from the earth...the god
visits the island every nineteen years.’
But seen from the stone settings further N, the moon’s
path would cross the open sky between Roineval and Cnoc
Ghilleaspuig. From the more northerly and easterly stone
settings, a wide space can be seen between the Sleeping
Beauty hills, Beinn Mhor, and Roineval, and the E slope of
Cnoc Ghilleaspuig (c10°of azimuth from R9 and 11° from
R6). From them, part or all of the E row and part of the
circle can be seen today left of the barn. The complete
Sleeping Beauty range of hills, Beinn Mhor and Roineval
where the moon rises at the S extreme cannot be seen from
the land W of the kerbed and unkerbed stone settings, as
the view is partly blocked by Cnoc Ghilleaspuig.
Seen from the N end of the avenue at the Callanish l,
at the exact moment of the S extreme of the moon, the
moon also rises from the Sleeping Beauty, Beinn Mhor and
Roineval, passes low at due S, skims some stones of the E
row, then dips into Cnoc an Tursa, then disappears, then
reappears briefly at the foot of the tall central stone at the
head of the burial cairn.
But seen from the kerbed and unkerbed stone settings at
the exact moment of the S extreme moon, the moon would
NOT appear among the stones of Callanish l, whatever the
perturbation in its 173 day cycle. Perhaps people at the
stone settings watched the moon set into the ground at

189° of azimuth then proceeded c545m to the N end of the
avenue to see a symbolic rebirth of the moon in the circle
at 192° of azimuth twelve minutes later. Furthermore, the
S extreme moon does not reach its maximum declination
for that month at any particular azimuth 0–360°, i.e. in
any particular direction. The moon may even be below
the horizon at its maximum. This daily declination deficit
affects the height of the moon’s path above the S horizon
(and therefore its rise and set positions). In practical terms
seen from the kerbed and unkerbed stone settings area,
the moon passes among or sets behind the standing stones
once or twice a month for a few years each side of the
extreme; and passes low above the tops of the stones of
the circle for a few more years. The rare occasions when
the moon set before reaching the Callanish Stones may
have had symbolic significance in funerary activities. The
phase of the moon would vary/grade from full moon in the
summer, to half moon at the spring and autumn equinoxes,
to new moon in the winter.
The perturbation cycle and daily declination deficit are
described in Callanish: Stones Moon and Sacred Landscape
(MR Curtis and GR Curtis; 1990, 29). The way in which the
height of the S extreme moon’s path was/could have been
predicted at Callanish l using the E side of the avenue and
standing stones with hornblend is described in Callanish:
Stones Moon and Sacred Landscape (MR Curtis and GR
Curtis; 1990, 28–9) and Callanish: Stones, Moon and
Sacred Landscape 2009 Extrapolation (MR Curtis and GR
Curtis, 1990).
NB 213 338 Callanish XVl Cliacabhadh Site XVl is the N
terminal of the N–S row at site l. It consists of tall stone 29:
de-topped stone 28: stone 27: stone 26: exposed bedrock
with hollow: stone 25: stone 24: displaced stone near gate:
2 socket holes by Cnoc an Tursa. Additional information
relating to this site may be found in DES 1976, 59 and The
Stones Around Callanish (Ponting and Curtis, 39).
It has been suggested that the route from the cairn
Callanish XXlV to the main site, Callanish l, was used for
funerary purposes, but that the southwards route from the
standing stone site at Callanish XVl to Callanish l, 800m
away, was used for a range of everyday activities and
special occasions such as trade, marriages, midwinter or
the S extreme moon.
From Callanish XVl, Cnoc an Tursa and the main site can
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be seen against a far horizon. Only the top of the tall stone
in the circle is silhouetted against the sky at 181° 6 minutes
of azimuth and at a height of 0° 54 minutes. For the tall
stone to be seen at true S, 180° of azimuth, one would
need to view from the E edge of the nearby road 15m away,
when about half of the tall stone and the tips of some circle
stones are silhouetted against the sky. It is quite possible
that roadworks destroyed other megaliths with only the
two or three remaining.
At the time of the S extreme moon, people at site XVl
would see the lowest moon passing over site l at a height
of c2°, two moon’s widths above the stones. But, at the
same time people proceeding in a southerly direction from
site XVl to site l, when halfway along the route at its lowest
part, would see the moon passing behind the top of the
tall stone and skimming some of the circle stones because,
from this low point, the top of the tall stone is at a height
of 2° degrees ten minutes. The due S position of the S
extreme moon is also marked at Callanish Vlll. (DES 2010,
184–5).
Mealasta, Tigh nan Cailleachan Dubha
Survey and sampling
David Caldwell, Simon Gilmour and Mike Church – National
Museums Scotland, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland and
University of Durham
NA 9911 2407 The project aimed to sample the archaeological
deposits within the scheduled area at Mealasta. The work
undertaken, 19–21 September 2011, recovered dating
material and assessed the nature of occupation. Recent
research on the Lewis Chessmen (Caldwell et al 2009 and
2010) suggested that the pieces belonged to an important
person living on Lewis, for instance a prince of the Kingdom

Surveying in progress at Mealasta, Tigh nan Cailleachan Dubha
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of the Isles, a bishop or a clan chief. The souterrain recorded
(NA92SE 2) from Mealasta is described in some sources as
the findspot for the Lewis Chessmen. The project cleaned
the eroding section of machair at Mol Tiacanais, recording
an enhanced soil horizon below the turf, several shallow
pit or ditch features and the potential eroding corner of a
dry stone walled building. Samples were recovered from
each of these features and the eroding edge backfilled; the
samples will be analysed at Durham University. A series
of boreholes were cored with a bucket augur behind the
eroding edge to test the potential for further deeper soil
or midden horizons within the scheduled area. These
indicated that below the visibly eroding horizon, machair
sand extended to the base, up to 3m deep in places.
Archive: RCAHMS (intended)
Funder: Hunter Trust

Tràigh na Beirigh
Excavation
MJ Church, RR Bishop, E Blake, C Nesbitt, A Perri, S Piper and PA
Rowley-Conwy – Durham University
NB 1002 3628 In September 2010, a sample from the main
body of a previously identified aceramic shell midden was
taken for radiocarbon dating, as part of a wider project
investigating the Mesolithic of the Western Isles. The site
was first located due to coastal erosion in the 1990s (Armit
1994) and very little of the shell midden now remains due
to the extremely active erosion. The dating sample was
taken because it was thought that the site may relate to the
Mesolithic period, as the base of the midden graded into
a possible early to mid-Holocene soil, in a similar fashion
to the first Mesolithic site published from the Western
Isles at Northton, Harris (Gregory et al 2005). The 2 litre
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Excavation in progress at Tràigh na Beirigh. Copyright Peter Rowley-Conwy

sample was processed and contained hundreds of shells,
hundreds of fish bones, some crab, a single hare bone and
small numbers of burnt hazel nutshell and a single piece
of charcoal. No evidence of any domestic animal or plant
species or pottery was recovered. Two radiocarbon dates
on carbonised hazel nutshells produced calibrated dates in
the second half of the fifth millennium cal BC, or the very
last centuries of the conventional British Mesolithic.
A full coastal erosion assessment of the site was undertaken
in September 2011, with the extent of the midden remains
identified. Approximately 4m2 of midden remains in plan
and the midden deposits are up to 0.3m deep and capped by
a thin layer of turf. The eroding section edge was stepped
back by c0.1 m along its edge, photographed, drawn and
over 50 litres of shell midden sampled. The midden has
little evidence for structural lamination and appears to

have been accumulated relatively rapidly, perhaps over a
few seasons. It rests on a possible old ground surface which
grades into a largely inorganic sandy silt. The eroding edge
was consolidated with gravel and turf but it is envisaged
that the site will be completely eroded in a few years. Initial
processing of the samples taken from the midden have
produced a large assemblage, including thousands of shell
and fish bones, with fewer numbers of hazelnut, charcoal,
crab and animal bone, including hare and bird bones. A
few flint and quartz worked lithics were also recovered.
Due to the erosion threat and the uniqueness of the site,
further funds are being sought to fully excavate the midden
and any underlying archaeology.
Archive: To be decided
Funders: National Science Foundation of America, Historic
Scotland and Durham University
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HISTORIC SCOTLAND’S DESIGNATION TEAMS – PROTECTING ANCIENT
MONUMENTS, HISTORIC WRECKS, HISTORIC BUILDINGS, GARDENS
AND DESIGNED LANDSCAPES AND HISTORIC BATTLEFIELDS
An update from the Scheduling and Marine Team
Historic Scotland’s Scheduling and Marine Team is
responsible for protecting monuments under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 on behalf
of Scottish Ministers. This involves compiling a Schedule (a
list) of nationally important monuments. The team is also
responsible for the selection and designation of Historic
Marine Protected Areas (Historic MPAs) under the new
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010.
Earlier this year the Historic Environment (Amendment)
(Scotland) Act 2011 was passed, resulting in a number
of changes to the legislation. It is aimed at improving the
management of the historic environment by addressing
previous weaknesses and gaps in the legislation and by
aligning more closely with the planning regime. The past
year has also seen significant changes to the nature of the
Scheduling and Marine Team’s work programmes, following
on from Schedule review work undertaken during 2010.
For the period of Historic Scotland’s next Corporate Plan
(2012–15), the scheduling programme will be focused on
improving the quality of the existing Schedule. We are calling
this the ‘Schedule Enhancement Programme’ (SEP). There
are currently around 8200 scheduled monuments in Scotland.

reschedulings: south Mainland; west (and central) Mainland;
and Unst. As a result, almost 100 sites are now being
rescheduled and 32 nationally important sites are being
scheduled for the first time.

Background to these changes

Shetland has a wealth of archaeological sites and monuments.
During our fieldwork the team visited a wide range of
monument types and dates, from prehistoric settlements and
chambered cairns, to Norse houses, chapels, and World War
II defences. Notable monuments being rescheduled include
Stanydale ‘temple’, St Ninian’s Isle medieval church, the
Ness of Burgi and Scord of Brouster prehistoric settlements
and field systems. A number of other less well known, but
equally impressive, monuments were also assessed, such
as the chambered cairns on Shetland’s highest peak, Ronas
Hill, and Beorgs of Housetter in Northmavine, which has two
impressive standing stones at either end of the cairn.
The team is now working hard to complete the statements
of national importance for these sites. Our next intensive
fieldwork will take place in Argyll and Bute in spring 2012,
with a second fieldwork project planned for eastern Scotland
in the autumn.

During 2010 we assessed the condition of the Schedule
in various ways. Scheduling began in 1882 when the first
Ancient Monuments Act was passed. Our predecessors,
all those years ago, recognised how important it is to give
statutory protection to the most significant monuments, and
our work today still builds on their vision. However, the maps
and documentation for many scheduled monuments do not
meet modern standards, especially those scheduled prior to
the 1979 Act, which can pose difficulties when working with
GIS and digital information systems. Our shift in emphasis
towards improving the Schedule aims to ensure that existing
schedulings are up to date and fit for purpose. Therefore,
instead of one intensive area scheduling programme each
year, there will be a number of smaller SEP projects in
different parts of Scotland – starting with Argyll and Bute
in spring 2011, somewhere in eastern Scotland in autumn
2012, and probably Orkney in spring 2013. This change in
direction will also allow for more education and outreach
opportunities as we will be working with a wider range of
local authorities, communities and other stakeholders during
our fieldwork projects each year.
We recognise that the Schedule is not complete and that
some monument types and areas of Scotland are underrepresented in the existing Schedule. In view of this, we
will continue to respond to exceptional cases and expect to
schedule a small number of new cases each year.

Area based work

In May 2011 the scheduling team completed a programme
of work in Shetland. This fieldwork was the culmination
of several years planning and preparation, including close
collaboration with Shetland Amenity Trust and RCAHMS.
Over 10,000 monument records were sifted before fieldwork,
and around 200 sites were visited during four weeks in
May 2011. The team’s work focused on three key areas in
Shetland where we had identified clusters of high priority
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James Bruhn, Designations Officer records the standing stone at Hill of Skellister,
Shetland (Crown copyright Historic Scotland)

Schedule Enhancement Programme

In 2011 a further 52 (non-Shetland) cases were completed
as part of the Schedule Enhancement Programme, including
13 new schedulings. Some of the recently rescheduled
monuments include St Mary’s Abbey and monastic settlement
on Iona, Whithorn Priory, and the Catstane, which now stands
within the secure area of Edinburgh Airport. This impressive
rounded standing stone bears a unique Latin dedication and
is associated with a long-cist inhumation cemetery dating to
5th to 7th centuries AD.
Several exceptional, recently discovered monuments were
also added to the Schedule for the first time. Two of the most
notable are: Auldhame monastic settlement in East Lothian;
and some recently uncovered prehistoric rock carvings
at Achnabreck, Argyll and Bute. In 2008, a storm brought
down a large tree at Achnabreck and exposed the carvings
on a rock outcrop. There are at least 11 motifs varying in
size and complexity, with some cups surrounded by possible
radial grooves, a motif previously unseen elsewhere. This
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The Broch of Culswick, one of the best preserved brochs in Shetland and just one of the many sites visited by the Scheduling and Marine Team in May 2011
(Crown copyright Historic Scotland)

impressive new discovery adds to an already rich and
internationally important group of prehistoric monuments in
the Kilmartin Glen.
Auldhame is a rare early chapel site and burial ground, with
strong evidence for an associated monastic settlement. The
site was revealed by agricultural works and partly excavated
in 2005. There were 242 inhumation burials around the
chapel site, including the most southerly known Viking grave
in Scotland which contained the remains of a belt, spurs and
a spearhead. Evidence suggests that the earliest chapel was
in use from around AD 650–780 when Lothian was under
Anglian control.

Assessing the condition of the Catstane ahead of rescheduling as part of
Scheduling Enhancement Programme fieldwork (Crown copyright Historic
Scotland)

Marine

The team has been preparing guidelines and strategy for
implementing the new Historic Marine Protected Areas

(MPAs); these are out for consultation at the time of
writing (January 2012). In addition, two projects have been
undertaken as part of the Scottish Marine Protected Areas
Project: geophysical survey on various sites in waters around
Shetland; and a national desk-based characterisation of all
the shipwrecks and other maritime sites recorded by the
RCAHMS. These projects will be used to inform prioritisation
of assessments in relation to Historic MPA designations over
the next five-year period and will hopefully also provide a
useful resource for marine planning.

Education and Outreach

During 2011, we wrote to all owners and occupiers of
scheduled monuments in Scotland in order to update them
on the recent legislative changes, by means of an attractive
information postcard. This was a considerable task, but
ran very smoothly and was completed by 1 December 2011
when the new Act was fully implemented. We received good
feedback from many owners and occupiers who were keen
to learn more.
In April 2011 the team published updated archaeological
information leaflets. This set of 16 leaflets provides
background information on different types of archaeological
sites, and aims to provide owners, occupiers and managers
with a better understanding of the nature and significance
of the monuments on their land. We also re-issued a revised
and updated version of Managing Scotland’s Archaeological
Heritage, which offers basic guidance on caring for
monuments and provides details of further sources of advice
and information.
The team is currently working on revisions to several
of our basic booklets: Scheduled Monuments: A Guide for
Owners, Occupiers and Managers and Metal Detecting: Yes
or No? Metal Detecting, Scheduled Monuments and the Law.
A Gaelic version of the scheduled monuments booklet will
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also be available from April.
All of our publications are available to download from our
website. Hard copies can also be provided for free on request.

An update from the Battlefields Team

Historic Scotland’s Battlefields Team is responsible for the
protection of nationally important historic fields of conflict
through the Inventory of Historic Battlefields.
Scottish Historic Environment Policy (SHEP) 2009
introduced a new policy for the protection of Scotland’s
nationally important battlefields, primarily through the
creation of the Inventory and made Inventory sites a material
consideration in the planning process. Last year, Section 32B
of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act
1979 was amended by section 11 of the Historic Environment
(Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2011 to introduce a new duty on
Scottish Ministers to compile and maintain an inventory of
battlefields ‘as appear to them to be of national importance’.
Each battlefield on the Inventory has been meticulously
researched through a combination of primary and secondary
sources, cartographic and illustrative sources and field
assessment. Based on this research, a full report is drafted
for each site and following public consultation published on
the Inventory through Historic Scotland’s website.
The first 17 battlefields were added to the Inventory in
March 2011, including some of Scotland’s most well known
sites such as Bannockburn, Culloden and Killiecrankie.
A further group of 11 was added in November 2011, and
research is ongoing for further potential sites.
To accompany the new Inventory, Historic Scotland has
produced a range of publications to provide information
and guidance to interested parties. These include an
explanatory booklet, The Inventory of Historic Battlefields
in Scotland (of which a Gaelic version is also available),
and Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Historic
Battlefields, providing specific guidance on the management
and conservation of battlefields. Historic Scotland has also
compiled a list of relevant bodies and groups with an interest
in the field, available to the public, which is also available
through the website and will continue to grow as new groups
ask to be included.
The Inventory and associated publications can be found
on Historic Scotland’s website at www.historic-scotland.gov.
uk/battlefields.

An update from the Listing and Designed Landscapes Team

From 1 December 2011, the Historic Environment Amendment
(Scotland) Act 2011 brought forward new legislation that
supplemented the existing Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997. A new provision
for listing was introduced called a Certificate of Intention
Not to List (COINTL). A COINTL is a legal guarantee that
a building or buildings will not be statutorily listed as
being of special architectural or historic interest during the
five years from the date on which the certificate is signed.
Certificates are a useful tool when development is intended
on a site. The COINTL has been introduced to enable owners
and developers to engage early with Historic Scotland and
to provide them with certainty on whether the building or
site is of special interest. Buildings assessed for COINTL are
considered in the same way as any proposal for a new listing
or a review of an existing listing. Further information can be
found in the listing pages on our website.
We continue to take an active approach to the post-war
architecture of Scotland. Inspired by our previous publication
‘Edinburgh’s Post-War Listed Buildings’, jointly produced
with the City of Edinburgh Council, we are now working
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closely with Glasgow City Council to produce a similar
publication in partnership. This short book will celebrate
the listed post-war heritage of the city, boasting over 40
buildings by some of Scotland’s most recognised architects of
the period, including Thomas Cordiner, Reginald Fairlie, Basil
Spence, Gillespie Kidd and Coia, Ninian Johnston, Wylie
Shanks and Underwood and Jack Holmes among others.
The book will be launched in May 2012. To request copies
of this free book in advance you can contact us on 0131 668
8701/8705.
Similarly, we have also just completed a study of postwar sculpture in the New Town of Glenrothes. As a result
of the project four sculptures were listed. The Glenrothes
Town Art booklet was launched at the end November 2011.
The booklet celebrates the innovative post-war public
sculpture of Glenrothes New Town and our website has an
accompanying interactive map. The booklet itself contains
Historic Scotland’s first QR code – a pixelated square-shaped
bar code to be scanned by a smart phone – leading directly
to the Team’s first short video that interprets our survey
work. These new features can be viewed online at (www.
historic-scotland.gov.uk/glenrothestownart).
Another
exciting spin-off from the Glenrothes Town Art survey is
a photography competition. We are looking for artistic
photographs of any of the c150 sculptures found in the town
and we will be exhibiting the winners and best entries in a
public exhibition in Glenrothes during summer 2012. You
can visit our website for more details. The competition is
open to all, so get clicking!
As part of a wider project in Rothesay we reviewed the
category B listing of the West Pier Public Convenience which
was built in 1899. As a result of the review it is now listed at
category A to recognise its national importance. Arguably the
finest public convenience in Scotland, it is an outstanding
and rare surviving example of a high quality Victorian public
convenience built at the height of Rothesay’s fame as a
holiday destination. Ceramic tiles with a decorative frieze, a
mosaic floor, a magnificent central urinal, marble cisterns and
marble wash hand basins all combine to create a colourful
and luxurious interior fit for the most discerning visitor. The
building was deliberately lavish to impress visitors and to
indicate the wealth and status of the town.
For more information about scheduling, or to find out
what is already scheduled, see www.historic-scotland.
gov.uk/index/heritage/searchmonuments.
To access the online Schedule, including GIS maps and
.pdf versions of the legal scheduling documents, visit
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk.
For more information about designated wreck sites, see
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/wrecksites.
For more information about the Inventory of Historic
Battlefields, see http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/
index/heritage/battlefields.htm.
For more information about listed buildings, or to obtain
copies of publications, see www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/
index/heritage/historicandlistedbuildings.
Olwyn Owen, Head of Scheduling and Marine, Elizabeth
McCrone, Head of Listing and Designed Landscapes, and
Lesley Macinnes, Head of Battlefields, would be happy to
answer any queries:
olwyn.owen@scotland.gsi.gov.uk; 0131 668 8658
elizabeth.mccrone@scotland.gsi.gov.uk; 0131 668 8760
lesley.macinnes@scotland.gsi.gov.uk; 0131 668 8653
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE ANCIENT AND HISTORICAL MONUMENTS
OF SCOTLAND

Introduction

The format of this report continues that of previous
years, with summary accounts of RCAHMS field and
aerial survey programmes, plus details of educational and
outreach activities and a brief overview of accessions to
the collection. Fuller details of RCAHMS activities and the
annual list of accessions can be found on the Commission’s
website (www.rcahms.gov.uk), which also provides access
to Canmore, the RCAHMS database.

SURVEY AND RECORDING
Summary

RCAHMS fieldwork in 2011 focused on several smallscale field projects and a programme of consolidation
which saw the completion of several existing projects
and excellent progress made in others. In the autumn,
the Commission said farewell after five years to the very
successful Scotland’s Rural Past team, but welcomed the
opportunity to start a new community-oriented project,
this time with survey being focussed in the Cairngorms

National Park. Last year was a very poor one for cropmark
photography and the aerial survey programme instead
directed its resources elsewhere, mainly recording coastal
features in the west and north-west of Scotland and nonarchaeological features such as landscapes and buildings
on the mainland.

Aerial Survey

During 2011 RCAHMS aerial reconnaissance continued
its recent focus on the west coast, operating between
Ardnamurchan and Gairloch, with a block of flying also
undertaken in the Western Isles. The particular emphasis on
the recording of maritime and coastal landscapes has been
maintained, working in partnership with Dr Colin Martin
of the Morvern Maritime Centre and Dr Jonathan Benjamin
of Wessex Archaeology Coastal and Marine. Large numbers
of features along the shore have been recorded for the
first time, including fish-traps and slipways. The cropmark
season was a complete washout due to the weather; nonarchaeological recording focussed on landscapes and
buildings, predominately in the south-west and north-east.

Aerial Survey: Loch Snizort, Skye An oblique aerial view of the head of the loch, showing (as dark curvilinear marks in the top right, bottom right and centre of the
image) the submerged walls of three previously unrecorded fish-traps. Also visible (as dark shapes with rectilinear outlines) are kelp beds – spreads of stone or rows of
boulders located at regular intervals – laid down in the inter-tidal zone for the cultivating of kelp in the 18th and early 19th centuries (Crown Copyright RCAHMS DP109303)
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Commission staff gave lectures, led guided architectural
tours of Aviemore and Kingussie, and provided a series of
archaeological training workshops in which participants
were shown how to identify monuments in the landscape,
how to record, survey and map them, and how to find out
more from other sources.

Carved Stone Programme

This programme made excellent progress in 2011, with
surveys in Angus, Moray, Caithness and Sutherland all
nearing completion. Highlights of 2011 include the noting of
a previously unrecognised ‘chariot’ carving on the Skinnet
cross-slab from Caithness, the survey of the carvings
within the Sculptor’s Cave at Covesea in Moray, and the
recording of a recently identified cross-slab at Congash, near
Granton-on-Spey.

Historic Land-use Assessment

The Historic Land-use Assessment project (HLA), jointly
funded by Historic Scotland and RCAHMS, continued work
across Scotland during 2011 with the intention of creating
an entire data set for Scotland by 2014. This year’s work
was concentrated on data gathering and editing of Dumfries
and Galloway and of Lanarkshire. A download of the HLA
data is available online using HLAmap (hla.rcahms.gov.uk/)
or may be obtained from RCAHMS as a GIS dataset for use
under licence.

Marine Enhancement (Project Adair)

Project Adair is a Historic Scotland funded project based
at the Commission, which started in July 2011, supporting
the marine historic environment work of central and local
government. The project has been collating different recent
datasets in one place for the first time, with an emphasis
on enhancing and promoting information on the marine
historic environment. It has also developed links to amateur
and professional enthusiasts with an interest in marine
archaeology, and explored ways that marine heritage
information can be presented in a more intuitive way. Results
of the project included the enhancement of information on
2000 wrecks, as well as better information on the density of
losses in Scottish waters.
Carved Stone Survey: Congash, Speyside An early cross has recently been
recognised, carved into the lower surface of a slab lying within the enclosure
that surrounds a reputed chapel. Two Pictish stones already known from the
site flank the present entrance into the enclosure (Crown Copyright RCAHMS
SC1261638)

Birkhill Fireclay Mine, Falkirk

Birkhill, near Bo’ness, is the last remaining example of a
fireclay drift mine in Scotland. Fireclay extraction had been
carried out in the area for several years prior to the opening
of Mine No 3 in 1932 and the subsequent doubling of the
handling capacity of the process buildings. Extraction and
processing ceased in 1981. RCAHMS has carried out mapping
of the site, laser scanning the incline and the buildings in
conjunction with conventional site plans with a view to
illustrate and explain the processing of fireclay and the
phasing of the site.

Cairngorms National Park

The Commission has been working in partnership with the
Cairngorms National Park Authority on a pilot project (to
March 2012) that explored ways in which members of the
local community in the Aviemore area could record aspects
of their archaeological, architectural and industrial heritage.
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Maritime Enhancement

Work continued throughout 2011 to input information into
the RCAHMS database from Ian G Whittaker’s Off Scotland, a
comprehensive gazetteer that details nearly 18,000 reported
losses of ships, boats and aircraft off the coast of Scotland.
To date, over 16,000 of those losses have been entered into
the database, along with details of numerous other sites
gained from other sources. In the autumn a short field project
undertaken in partnership with colleagues from Wessex
Archaeology and Western Isles Council resulted in the
identification of a number of previously unrecorded coastal
sites, including fish-traps.

Recumbent Stone Circles

The publication of Great Crowns of Stone in August brought
to an end a project that has completely re-evaluated the
evidence relating to recumbent stone circles (RSCs). The book
is a synthesis of that evidence and it is accompanied by an
online gazetteer (www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms_media/ files/
publications/Great_Crowns_of_Stone.pdf). The gazetteer
provides not only full details of the 71 confirmed RSCs, but
information about related monuments and those sites which
have been previously suggested as RSCs but have since been
discounted.
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St Kilda

Early in 2011, the Commission was asked by the National
Trust for Scotland, owner of St Kilda, to write conservation
plans to support and inform the future management of two
remarkable structures on Hirta, the main island. One was for
Calum Mor’s House, a corbelled structure in Village Bay that
dates no later than the 18th century and may be much older,
the other was for the Amazon’s House, a 17th-century or
earlier multi-cellular building situated in Gleann Mor on the
opposite side of the island. Both plans thoroughly reviewed
previous accounts and surveys of the buildings, set them in
context and assessed their importance.
In July, and following on from previous work to map
and record the archaeology of the St Kilda archipelago
(DES 2007, 209; 2008, 190–1; 2009, 195 and 2010, 195), a
trip to the island of Soay was undertaken to note a range
of structures that included bothies, cleits, rock-shelters and
buildings akin to shieling huts.

Scotland’s Rural Past

In 2011 the Scotland’s Rural Past team focused on bringing
the project to completion. A total of over 1000 records (over
60% of them new) were entered into Canmore, and 62
projects completed. Some material is still outstanding from
a few volunteers, and will need to be validated by the newly
established RCAHMS Community Archaeology Team (CAT).
The SRP team trained RCAHMS staff to take over the SRP
online form and website, which will continue to be maintained
by CAT, but all interactive functions (such as on the Projects
pages and the What’s on? page) are no longer active. A new
email address has been created at communities@rchams.
gov.uk, which has replaced the SRP email.
The education programme of SRP continued up until the
end. During the week of 5–9 September, the Education Officer

and Communities Liaison Officer joined SRP volunteers
from Moidart History Society on class visits to Arisaig
and Acharacle Primary schools, followed by field visits to
deserted farmsteads near each of the schools. These sessions
were presented in English and in Gaelic to pupils from P1–
P7, making use of digital images from RCAHMS collections
and handling objects borrowed from the West Highland
Museum in Fort William. The Education Officer met Sir Peter
Housden, Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government
at RCAHMS, and gave a presentation on the work of SRP in
relation to the Curriculum for Excellence.
The final conference was held at Dunkeld in June
and the keynote speech at the dinner was given by the
Cabinet Secretary, Fiona Hyslop. The SRP Publication
(Scotland’s Rural Past: Community Archaeology in Action)
was distributed by post in July, following its launch at the
conference in June. Over 1200 copies have been delivered to
groups and stakeholders. The SRP manual (A Practical Guide
to Recording Archaeological Sites) was also published and
distributed. Further copies are available from RCAHMS and
PDF versions of both publications have been uploaded to the
SRP and RCAHMS websites.

Shetland

Work on the writing up of the Commission’s landscape
surveys in Walls and Unst in 2010 continued throughout 2011.
To date over 1200 site descriptions and almost 400 digital
images have been entered into the RCAHMS database and
are accessible through Canmore.

Small Isles

A ten day trip to Rum was undertaken in August to survey
in detail a series of sites, including townships, shielings
and deer-traps. The work was carried out mainly to provide

Small Isles: Rum, Salisbury’s Dam One of several water-management features on Rum visited by the Commission’s survey team in 2011, this massive structure was
built in the late 1840s to divert the head waters of the Kilmory River into the Kinloch River via a lade. It was breached only a few days after the reservoir behind it was
filled and never reinstated (Crown Copyright RCAHMS DP110913)
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information and illustrations for a planned publication,
but the survey also provided the opportunity to revise and
enhance Canmore records.

Special Surveys

Special surveys were completed at: Coroghon Castle, Canna;
Lochindorb Castle, Highland; Balmerino Abbey, Fife, and at
St Margaret’s Stone in Dunfermline, Fife.

Special Survey: St Margaret’s Stone, Dunfermline A re-assessment early in
2011 of a large sandstone block that is situated within Pitreavie Business Park,
Dunfermline, has concluded that rather than being the result of weathering,
as previously reported, the markings on its south face actually comprise over
70 cup marks. Some of these are ringed, others are linked by a gutter and several
have been damaged by the cutting of the inscription that refers to St Margaret’s
visit to Dunfermline in AD 1069 (Crown Copyright RCAHMS DP104242)

Scotland, while curatorial trainees have placements with
private and public sector archives. Networking opportunities
with other archives and with other heritage professionals
have also been built into the programme through a range of
networking and showcase events.
All seven trainees who started the work programme in
February 2011 have now completed it; all trainees have
successfully completed the appropriate University of Dundee
module; and, at the time of writing, six out of the seven
trainees in our first cohort have succeeded in obtaining fulltime positions within the sector. The work that the trainees
have done over the year has made a real contribution to
the curatorial and education work of both RCAHMS and
its partner organisations. Curatorial trainees, for example,
have assisted with accessioning a major new architectural
collection, identified and catalogued more than 100 items
at batch level to ISAD(G) standards (and ten times that
number at item level) and sorted 800 items for collections
management purposes. Education trainees have created
more than 100 Pathfinder packs for Scran, researched,
produced and published ten online image galleries for the
RCAHMS website, produced exhibition panels for display in
both the RCAHMS reception and Search Room areas, and
devised and delivered site-based education activities for a
variety of audiences while on placement with our partner
organisations, Historic Scotland and the National Trust for
Scotland.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
Skills for the Future

A major development for RCAHMS in 2011 has been its
participation in the nationwide ‘Skills for the Future’
programme. Supported by £17 million of funding through the
Heritage Lottery Fund, this programme focuses on creating
paid training opportunities for people seeking employment
in the heritage sector, and has attracted widespread interest
from heritage organisations across the country. The skills
development project RCAHMS proposed, entitled ‘Building
Curatorial and Learning Skills for the Heritage Sector’, was
awarded funding of just over £600,000 late in 2010. Dr Jill
de Fresnes, formerly of the University of the Highland and
Islands, has been appointed as Project Manager and started
in post at the beginning of January 2011; the first intake of
trainees began work with RCAHMS in Edinburgh in February
2011, and completed their work programme in January 2012.
The project supports seven trainees a year over three
years, who elect to follow either a curatorial or an
educational work-based learning programme, aimed at
developing the documentation and dissemination skills
necessary to catalogue and conserve archive material, and
the communication and interpretation skills necessary to
engage audiences with this. Trainees also complete one
of two undergraduate level distance-learning modules in
the management and preservation of archives, or archive
promotion, developed especially for the project by the
Centre for Archive and Information Studies at the University
of Dundee. Trainees are mostly based at RCAHMS, but
education trainees also benefit from substantial placement
periods at Historic Scotland and the National Trust for
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RCAHMS Skills for the Future trainees during their showcase event at Edinburgh
Castle (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

CBA and IfA Traineeships

The RCAHMS Survey and Recording Group has also been
participating in the Skills for the Future project, and has
hosted a trainee placement organised through the Council for
British Archaeology, attached to the RCAHMS Community
Archaeology programme. In addition, two trainees have
been working with us supported by the Institute for
Field Archaeology’s Bursary scheme, one in Information
Management with Database and Aerial Photography, and
one in fieldwork with Architecture and Industrial survey.
The IfA Information Management bursary holder, Hannah
Smith, took part in updating and maintaining the National
Monuments Record data held by RCAHMS including
involvement in a number of data enhancement projects
and partnership programmes. Other work involved carrying
out concordance between local and national databases and
collections data, interpreting the information and maintaining
both the internal data and data made public, creating and
digitising site area polygons as part of the Defining Scotland’s

RC A HMS

Places project, writing training manuals and guidance
documents and carrying out internal staff training in the use
of advanced editing tools in GIS for this project. As well as
data management, she was involved in social media projects
within RCAHMS, and co-ordinated the contribution to Day
of Archaeology, an online event which aimed to publicise
the archaeological work undertaken by RCAHMS to a wider
audience. Staff contributions included videos, photographs
and text; these were collated and published online which
was very well received and had almost 1000 views on the
day. See http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/author/smithh/
The IfA bursary holder within the Architecture and
Industry department, Susie Dibdin, specialised in building
recording, working between the Threatened Building and
Urban survey programmes on a work programme designed
to offer a wide range of survey experiences. These included
the assessment and recording of threatened vernacular
architecture on the island of Tiree, making statutory site
visits to Listed Buildings about to be demolished through
the planning system, through to urban characterisation
exercises in the towns of Rothesay and Bo’ness. Susie
gained new skills through participating in all aspects of the
RCAHMS survey process; identifying survey targets through
information exchange with local authorities, use of GIS to
plot sites, measured survey and photographic recording
of sites and finally cataloguing and writing-up of sites for
Canmore. At the end of the placement, she was successful in
securing a job in the historic environment sector.
The CBA Community Archaeology placement programme
has significantly helped RCAHMS to continue its engagement
with community heritage groups across Scotland, maintaining
and enhancing relations with many of the volunteers
who were recruited into archaeological activities through
Scotland’s Rural Past, which came to an end in the autumn.
Our trainee in the first year of the scheme, Amy Gillespie,
has played an important role in ensuring the continued flow
of survey information from heritage groups into Canmore,
and has been central to the development of our community
engagement work in the Cairngorms, run in partnership
with the Cairngorms National Park Authority. During her
year with us she has benefitted from thorough training from
RCAHMS staff in a wide range of skills, and there have also
been opportunities for further broadening her experience
by working with other bodies, especially East Lothian
Archaeology Service. RCAHMS is delighted to continue its
involvement with this scheme in 2012–13, when a second
trainee will be in post.

RCAHMS IfA Bursary Holder Susie Dibdin, recording public art on a threatened
building in Stirling (Crown Copyright RCAHMS)

Online Developments

RCAHMS online services are at the heart of our work, and
we are continually reviewing and revising these to make
sure that we provide the best possible support to both our
professional and our general users.
In the past year, the mapping interface within Canmore
has been refreshed and users now have the option of viewing
any site entry against a map at a range of different scales,
and also of seeing and searching for other sites which may
exist in the same area. Last year’s report highlighted the early
success of MyCanmore, the search customisation and usergenerated content facility which allows users to upload text
comments and images to any Canmore site. At that point,
we had received just over 3000 image contributions and over
500 text comments; at the time of writing, these totals now
stand at nearly 18,000 and over 1000 respectively. The image
contributions total is now very substantial, and we have
learned from this that there is a real desire among members
of the public to contribute to the work that we do in a simple
and direct way. Public contributions now form one element
in a three-pronged RCAHMS data strategy, which envisions a
first-level of organisation-based work in which RCAHMS field
survey teams, and partners through the SURE project (such as
the National Trust for Scotland and Orkney Islands Council),
work together to input material directly into the database; a
second-level of contribution, in which community partners
such as the local groups that have formed around the
Scotland’s Rural Past project work through our online forms
system to input data which is then checked and uploaded
by RCAHMS staff; and a third, ‘open’ layer, represented at
the moment by MyCanmore, through which members of the
public can interact with these results and upload material
that will sit alongside this to be shared with other users. We
have now identified and met with some of the main public
contributors to the database, and have formed a MyCanmore
User Group from this, which we will convene on a yearly
basis and work with to take the development forward.
Last year’s report also highlighted the launch of the
ScotlandsPlaces website, which brings together online
resources about Scotland’s people and places from RCAHMS,
the National Records of Scotland and the National Library
of Scotland, and allows users to cross-search these from one
location. Our web developers have been busy working to create
a mobile version of the website, which is largely completed,
and due for release in March 2012. This will allow members
of the public to use their current geographical location to
cross-search records from the three partners (RCAHMS, the
NRS, and the NLS) via smartphones and 3G-enabled tablets.
Mobile searches will return location-based record images and
users can then follow a link from these back to the full site.
RCAHMS has Independent Research Organisation status
with the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)
and also attracts research funding from other organisations
such as The Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE), and we
have worked with both of these bodies over the past year
in joint projects with academic researchers and colleagues
in other areas of the sector to help us assess and shape
future online developments. RSE funding enabled us to work
with other Scottish National Collections to launch an open
seminar and workshop series entitled ‘The Digital Futures
of Cultural Heritage Education’, which ran over 2010–11 and
explored the potential of social media to enhance the work of
museums, galleries and archives. As a result of the seminar
and workshops, RCAHMS has recognised the importance of
social media as means of engaging with wider audiences,
and we have been actively involved with both Facebook
and Twitter over the past year, with the result that we have
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over 800 people who ‘like’ us on the former and over 2000
followers on Twitter.
AHRC funding, meanwhile, has enabled us to participate
in the ‘Beyond Text’ research programme, and work with the
University of Edinburgh through a Collaborative Doctoral
Award to support research into how new online media
environments are changing the way users engage with, and
learn from, the collections of cultural institutions. As part
of this work, three specific online development concepts
were offered to RCAHMS users, and two of these (supporting
user-generated tagging for existing Canmore images, and the
opening up of Canmore data streams to external developers
through the provision of Applications Programming
Interfaces, or APIs) are currently in production as a result.
Further details are available on the RCAHMS website at
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/news/beyond-text-project

COLLECTIONS

This year has seen a broad range of archaeological material
accessioned into the RCAHMS National Collection, with
archives from projects ranging from excavation and watching
briefs, to surveys and historic building recording. Archives
have been received from numerous units, including AOC,
Addyman Archaeology, Cameron Archaeology, FIRAT,
and Scotia Archaeology. The largest single accession is
the collection of archives created by GUARD, during its
operations as part of the University of Glasgow, 1989–2010.
Some of this year’s highlights include archive from the
M74 completion project, by Headland Archaeology Ltd;
material from research and excavation by the late James
Kenworthy; and excavations at Marykirk Old Parish Church,
Aberdeenshire, by Murray Archaeological Services.

Ian G Scott examining the Goodlyburn Cross, Perth and Kinross, 2007.
(Crown Copyright RCAHMS, Acc No 2011/95)
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Watching brief by Murray Archaeological Services, Burnside of Whitefield,
Forglen, Aberdeenshire, 2009. (© Murray Archaeological Services, Acc No
2011/147)

Much of this year has seen work continuing on a number
of major projects. These include improvements in archival
storage to ensure long term preservation of the collections.
Following the closure of the former outstore at Baileyfield,
many collections have been transferred to a new temporary
location at Murrayburn. Storage at Bernard Terrace itself is
also being overhauled and improved. Another project has
seen the redevelopment and redesign of the Collections area
of the database which will improve access to and increase
information about what we hold for users. The new system
has adopted a hierarchical structure which meets international
standards and allows more flexible interrogation of the
data. At present this facility is only available in-house, but
will become available through Canmore shortly. Together,
these developments will mean that much more information
regarding RCAHMS Collections will appear over the coming
months, and that new accessions will appear much more
quickly. An expanded digitisation programme will also give
greater direct access to more images and information online.
Material is added to the National Collection in both
traditional paper form, and as digital media. RCAHMS
continues to play a lead role in the development of policies
and guidelines on standards of archival creation and
preservation, to ensure that this media continues to be
accessible for the future.
Copies of guidelines for the creation of paper and digital
archives are available online, through the Freedom of
Information section of the RCAHMS website www.rcahms.
gov.uk. For further information and advice, please contact
Iain Fraser or Emily Nimmo.
The RCAHMS public search room is open for consultation
from Tuesday to Friday, 9.30 to 17.00. As many of our
collections are now stored away from John Sinclair House, to
ensure that material is available, it is advisable to arrange an
appointment prior to visiting the search room.
Address: John Sinclair House, 16 Bernard Terrace, Edinburgh
EH8 9NX
Telephone: 0131 662 1456 Fax: 0131 662 1477/1499
E-mail: info@rcahms.gov.uk Website: www.rcahms.gov.uk

r a d i o c a r b o n d at e s

RADIOCARBON DATES ARRANGED THROUGH NATIONAL MUSEUMS
SCOTLAND ARCHAEOLOGY DEPARTMENT DURING 2010/11
Alison Sheridan (JAS) and Trevor Cowie (Department of Archaeology, National Museums Scotland (NMS)),
with Hugo Anderson-Whymark (HA-W) and Eric Grant (Rosemarkie Caves Project)
As in recent years, our radiocarbon dating activities have
included dating some non-Scottish material, since the remit
of the NMS Archaeology Department covers Europe north
of the Alps. Thus, unburnt bone from an important ‘dagger
grave’ adult male from Cockley Cley, Norfolk, was dated –
thereby producing a rare date for a ‘Wessex 1’ dagger. The
result was in line with JAS’ prediction (namely 3625±35 BP,
SUERC-33965, 2030–1940 cal BC at 1σ, 2130–1890 cal BC at
2σ; this and the other dates reported on here being calibrated
using OxCal v.4.1). Similarly, a date for unburnt dentine from
an adult female associated with a segmented faience bead,
from Port-Melitte in the Morbihan region of Brittany, came
out in line with expectations, at 3515±35BP (SUERC-33969,
1890–1770 cal BC at 1σ, 1940–1750 cal BC at 2σ).
Most of our efforts this year, however, went into the
dating of material from Caird’s Cave, Rosemarkie, Highland
– a site originally explored by Dr William Maclean and
Colonel William Hall between 1907 and 1912, and whose
finds ended up in the NMS collections. An extensive shell
midden and a quantity of bone and antler working debris
were discovered, along with finished objects including a fine
bone pin embellished with amber inset. The investigations
were never properly published, and not only did Maclean’s
claim for a Palaeolithic or Mesolithic date for the remains not
ring true, there was also some uncertainty as to which of the
Rosemarkie caves had been excavated. As reported elsewhere

Object, context, label

in this volume by one of us (HA-W), the Rosemarkie Caves
Project undertook excavations in 2010, which confirmed that
the site of the previous investigations was indeed Caird’s
Cave. The other findings of the excavations are summarised
in HA-W’s report.
Seven samples were submitted for radiocarbon dating, of
which four are from worked bone and antler from the NMS
collections, and three are from bone and charcoal recovered
during the 2010 excavations. All but one of the dates were
sponsored by NMS, with the exception paid for by the
Rosemarkie Caves Project (RCP); see HA-W’s report for a list
of that project’s sponsors. The purpose of the dating project
was not only to determine the antiquity of the material, but
also to challenge Maclean’s claims for an early prehistoric
date for the activities – a claim that had seemed most unlikely,
given that the artefactual finds stylistically suggested a late
first millennium AD date. The results are listed below.
Several other samples, from a variety of materials and
findspots, were also submitted during 2011 but the results will
not be available until January 2012, so these will be published
in the next DES. These include a suite of samples relating to
the use of Neolithic and Early Bronze Age monuments on
Bute, submitted on behalf of Dr Paul Duffy as part of the
Discovering Bute Landscape Partnership Scheme; they also
include samples of four shoes, and an antler macehead from
Nottinghamshire, from the NMS collections.

Sponsor

Lab no

δ13C‰ Date BP

Calibrated date at 1σ
and 2σ, rounded

CC001: Splintered bone shaft fragment from medium-sized NMS
mammal (CC’10/context 203) from second-highest
occupation layer in Trench 2; provides taq for the formation
of that layer

SUERC-34258
(GU-23932)

-21.3

1745±30

Cal AD 250–335
Cal AD 230–390

CC002: As CC001, from CC’10/context 210, an occupation
NMS
layer stratigraphically the earliest layer in the sequence;
provides taq for the formation of that layer
CC003: Charcoal (pine) from CC’10/context 210 (see CC002) RCP

SUERC-34259
(GU-23933)

-22.2

2250±30

390–230 cal BC
390–210 cal BC

SUERC-34263
(GU-23934)

-27.8

2270±30

390–235 cal BC
400–210 cal BC

CC004: Red deer antler handle, made from beam.
From Maclean Collection (NMS X.HM 248)

NMS

SUERC-34264
(GU-23935)

-21.0

1745±30

Cal AD 250–335
Cal AD 230–390

CC005: Worked bone (sawn section of ox leg bone).
From Maclean Collection (NMS X.HM 276)

NMS

SUERC-34265
(GU-23936)

-22.1

115±30

Cal AD 1690–1925
Cal AD 1680–1940

CC006: Worked antler (split beam fragment).
From Maclean Collection (NMS X.HM 443)

NMS

SUERC-34266
(GU-23937)

-22.2

1200±30

Cal AD 780–870
Cal AD 710–940

CC 007: Worked long bone of large ungulate.
From Maclean Collection (NMS X.HM 444)

NMS

SUERC-34267
(GU-23938)

-22.2

145±30

Cal AD 1675–1940
Cal AD 1670–1950

Comment: The results confirm that the activity at this cave is indeed far later than Maclean had thought, and seems to
encompass several episodes from the Iron Age to the post-medieval period. The two dates from the lowest layer, context 210
(CC002–3) are in good agreement, suggesting that the material accumulated from the late first millennium BC.
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RADIOCARBON DATES FROM PEAT BOG FINDS IN SHETLAND MUSEUM
COLLECTIONS, 2010/11
Jenny Murray with contributions from Carol Christiansen and Ian Tait
A radiocarbon dating project, partially funded by a grant
from Museum Galleries Scotland, was completed during
2011 at the Shetland Museum. The museum houses a
collection of artefacts discovered during peat cutting.
Although many artefacts of organic origin have been
recovered from Shetland peat bogs, virtually nothing has
been scientifically dated up to now. Such is the remarkable
preservative facility of peat that prehistoric timber can
survive as perfectly as 18th-century timber. This meant
that past comparative analysis had to encompass some
5000-plus years, and we had presumed a prehistoric date
for many of the items, and medieval or Early Modern
for others. We were gratified to find that several of our
assumptions were correct, but many of the artefacts were
much older than anticipated.
The artefacts were recovered from various locations
around Shetland. Included in the study was a wooden
trough, a textile fragment, a sample of leather thong found
with the handle of a digging implement, and a sample of
bog butter. However, the majority of items in the study
were a rare assemblage of wooden agricultural tools: an ard
beam, two ard stilts, a pick-like implement, two wooden
spades, the haft of a peat-spade and a swingle tree.
Agricultural tools
Evidence for early cultivation by ard is evident throughout
the islands from broken stone ard points or shares found
in numerous deposits (Whittle et al 1986:75–76, Downes
and Lamb 2000:91). While plentiful stone shares survive,
the wooden components of the ards rarely do, so it was
an excellent opportunity to have these parts dated. The
spades, which have no direct comparators, were thought
to be of medieval date and a predecessor of the Gaelic
caschrom. Both are constructed completely of wood with
no evidence of metal attachments (Fenton 1974:145). One
was buried alongside a wooden implement shaped like a
blunt pick, which was incorrectly termed a ‘mattock’ in our
records, but it does not have a flat blade, and comparison
with post-medieval tools shows that it is a clod-breaker,
used for breaking soil lumps after delving.

Iron Age spade from Yell

The dates returned for the cultivation tools proved all
to be from the Shetland Iron Age period (500 BC–AD 500)
and they appear to have been buried deliberately into areas
of wetland, thus taking on a symbolic role as metaphors
for regeneration. These rituals stressed the importance of
food production in Iron Age society and the deposition of
agricultural equipment ensured the fertility of crops was
protected (Bradley 1998:170–171). This practice is well
known during the Iron Age period throughout Northern
Europe, especially Denmark (Glob 1951, Lerche 1994, 1995).
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The peat spade was an exception to the above dates. This
tool – a torvsker (usually Anglicised as tushkar) – is still in
use in Shetland today. The design is medieval, and because
there was strong continuity in agricultural tools from that
time until the early 20th century, our surmise that this haft
dated to the 18th century was always liable to be unsafe.
The date was c1350, confirming a long-term continuity in
pre-industrial tools in Shetland.
Another tool presumed to be Early Modern was a thick
pole with three slots in one end, evidently for fixed or
removable pegs or tenons. It was alleged to be a medieval
or later cloth measure, but this attribution came from a
speculative 19th-century antiquarian label. It turns out that
the implement is much older, at cal 250–430 BC, and any
interpretation of its use is still open to speculation.
Bog butter
A
sheepskin
bag
containing 4kg (dry
weight) of butter was
found in deep peat at
the Loch of Littlester
in Yell and donated to
Shetland Museum in
1996. Butter was an
important commodity
for the payment of
annual
land
rents,
and ‘bog butter’ was
stored in peat to keep
it cool and moist until
rents were collected.
The earliest historical
Bog butter in leather bag
evidence in Shetland
for butter paid as
rent dates from 1307 (Ballantyne and Smith: 3), but the
radiocarbon dating results suggest that this practice was
at least one to two centuries old when the documentary
evidence was recorded.
Textile fragment
A fragment of a left-hand
mitten or glove was
discovered on the island
of Foula in the early
1950s
(Christiansen,
1998). The following
year human hair was
discovered in the same
peat bank and delling
was ceased in that
location so as not to
disturb a possible grave.
Textile fragment from Foula
The construction of the
fabric in the palm of the mitten suggested it was of Norse
design, as it compared favourably to similar fabrics from
Norse Greenland and 12th-century levels at Da Biggins’,
Papa Stour (Østergård 2004; Walton Rogers 1999). The
dating results of 11th to mid-12th century confirmed a fabric
type of Norse design and compares favourably in date with
the Greenland and Papa Stour examples.

r a d i o c a r b o n d at e s
Shetland artefacts from peat moor
Artefact

Museum No

Parish

δ13C‰

Laboratory No.

Date BP

Ard beam

ARC 74144

Ard stilt

Calibrated date
at 1σ and 2σ
cal
720–410BC
750–400BC

Dunrossness

-24.9

SUERC-33314
(GU-23301)

2430 ± 30

ARC 74144 (c)

Dunrossness

-25.0

SUERC-33318
(GU-23302)

2410 ± 30

520–400BC
740–390BC

Foot-plough

AGR 6536

Yell

-25.8

SUERC-32990
(GU-23299)

1380 ± 30

AD635–670
AD605–685

Pick-like implement

AGR 65122

Unst

-26.1

SUERC-33313
(GU-23300)

1720 ± 30

AD250–390
AD240–400

Swingle tree

ARC 66119

Sandsting

-27.1

SUERC-33961
(GU-23306)

2150 ± 35

350–110BC
360–50BC

Leather thonging

ARC 693

Unst

- 22.9

SUERC-33311
(GU-23297)

2835 ± 30

1025–925BC
1120–910BC

Tushkar haft

HEA 65853

Delting

-26.0

SUERC-33960
(GU-23305)

595 ± 30

AD1305–1408
AD1290–1410

Wooden pole with slots IMP 85111

Unknown

-26.7

SUERC-33962
(GU-23307)

1680 ± 30

AD335–410
AD250–430

Trough/ dish

AGR 65420

Unknown

23.9

SUERC-33959
(GU-23304)

2085 ± 35

170–50
200BC–AD0

Woolen glove

TEX 1999.59

Foula

-23.8

SUERC-33312
(GU-23298)

970 ± 30

AD1020–1050
AD1010–1160

Bog butter

ARC 66121

Yell

-31.2

SUERC-33319
(GU-23303)

975 ± 30

AD1010–1150
AD1010–1160
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Human remains

Human remains from domestic contexts in Iron Age
Atlantic Scotland
Victoria Ginn – School of Archaeology, Geography and Palaeoecology: Queen’s University Belfast
The paucity of formal burials outside the context of settlement
deposition led to a study of the deposition of human remains
on domestic settlements. A total of 61 sites were catalogued
and clear patterns emerged from the evidence including a bias
to the deposition in Atlantic roundhouses, seemingly equal
proportions of male and female remains, a wide variety of age
groups with some sites concentrating on juveniles, and a bias
to Orkney (in terms of the range of depositional practices,
the variety of settlement types, sites with remains of over 10
individuals, and sites with a high preponderance of juvenile
remains). Limited available radiocarbon evidence indicated
that deposition on domestic sites was most popular during
the first two centuries.

Human remains from Hornish Point (Photo: Victoria Ginn)

ARGYLL AND BUTE
Tiree

NL 9590 4770 (NL94NE 6) Balevullin, Tiree Two crouched burials and fragments. Date and site type: U.
NM 0423 4927 (NM04NW 3) Dun Mor Vaul, Tiree Male adult torso in rubble; mandible located upside down under a stone with
several vertebra. Disarticulated remains of second adult male at base of rubble infill; bones clearly gathered some time after
death. Date: LIA/LIA+. Site type: BT.

HIGHLAND
Halkirk

ND 1297 5229 (ND15SW 16) Dale, Caithness Antiquarian report: cist. Date and site type: U.

Latheron

ND 1553 3044 (ND13SE 17) Dunbeath, Caithness Antiquarian report: skeleton. Date: U. Site type: BT.
ND 0713 1881 (ND01NE 1) Ousdale Broch, Caithness Antiquarian report: skeleton placed head downwards in wall over stairs.
Cremation in cist in guard cell. Date: MIA. Site type: BT.
ND 2048 3520 (ND23NW 1) The Wag, Forse, Caithness Bones beneath entrance. Date: EIA. Site type: RH.

Olrig

ND 1936 6876 (ND16NE 11) Castlehill, Caithness Antiquarian report: skeleton post-dating structure. Date and site type: U.

Reay

NC 9599 6524 (NC96NE 8) Cnoc Stanger, Caithness Disarticulated fragments (at least two individuals); antiquarian accounts of
large numbers of human skeletons in vicinity. Date: LIA+. Site type: RH.
ND 0248 7012 (ND07SW 4) Crosskirk Broch, Caithness MIA/LIA: skeleton of elderly arthritic male placed in seated position in
cist in floor of house facing the Old Man of Hoy, Orkney. LIA+: at least 11 individuals in cists/graves some of which post-date
occupation. Site type: CRH.
ND 0512 5478 (ND05SE 1) Lambsdale Leans, Caithness Two skeletons. Date: IA. Site type: U.

Wick

ND 3762 5140 (ND35SE 5) Hillhead, Caithness Perforated skull fragment. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
ND 3497 5191 (ND35SW 11) Kettleburn, Caithness Antiquarian report: skull fragments and teeth in chamber. Date: LIA.
Site type: CRH.
ND 3275 4928 (ND34NW 4) Old Stirkoke, Caithness Antiquarian reports: skull fragments in midden. Date: U. Site type: RH.
ND 3234 5655 (ND35NW 3) Skitten, Caithness Fragments from throughout debris. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
ND 3318 4536 Thrumster House, Caithness Antiquarian report: skeleton in post-occupation layer. Date and site type: U.
ND 3385 5831 (ND35NW 4) Wester Broch, Caithness Antiquarian report: four cists with skeletons in post-occupation layers;
bones of a child in a subsidiary building. Date: LIA/LIA+. Site type: CRH.
ND 3541 6120 (ND36SE 3) Whitegate, Caithness Three skull fragments. Date: U. Site type: RH.
Borrowston, Caithness Antiquarian report: human skeleton. Date: U. Site type: BT.
Brimsade, Caithness Antiquarian report: eight or ten skulls. Date: U. Site type: RH.
Broch of Brounabe, Caithness Antiquarian report: two skeletons, one in chamber and one in a later grave; bones outside the
broch wall. Date: U. Site type: RH.
Torrieveach, Caithness Antiquarian report: skeletons in cists. Date and site type: U.
Yarlhouse Broch, Caithness Antiquarian report: at least three individuals represented by bones, skulls and skeletons in cists,
floor levels, and post-occupation layers. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
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MORAY
Duffus

NJ 1087 6914 (NJ16NW 4) Burghead, Moray Antiquarian report: two cists in fort ramparts. Date: U. Site type: CRH.

ORKNEY
Birsay and Harray

HY 2888 1538 (HY21NE 29) Burrian Broch, Orkney Antiquarian report: human bones. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
HY 2836 2226 (HY22SE 8) Knowe of Taft, Orkney Antiquarian report: small stone cists around base of RH. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
HY 3232 1741 (HY31NW 38) Manse of Harray, Orkney Antiquarian report: human skull at back of RH. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
HY 3232 1741 (HY31NW 38) Netlater, Orkney Antiquarian report: two urns and skull on broch floor. Date: U. Site type: BT.
HY 2537 2678 (HY22NE 4) Oxtro Broch, Orkney Antiquarian report: cists in upper layers of settlement infill. Date: LIA. Site type: CRH.
HY 2460 2700 (HY22NW 5) Saverough, Orkney Antiquarian reports: skeletons (at least 12 individuals: two male; four female).
Date: U. Site type: RH.

Cross and Burness

HY 7627 5138 (HY75SE 3) Broch of Burrian, North Ronaldsay Antiquarian reports: fragments and empty cist. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
HY 6706 4156 (HY64SE 16) Icegarth, Sanday Antiquarian report: three whorls/buttons made from femur heads. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
HY 614 377 (HY63NW 23) Lamaness, Sanday Antiquarian report: adult skull. Date and site type: U.
HY 6269 3620 (HY63NW 8) Quoy Ness, Sanday Antiquarian report: skulls in passage, several cists containing skulls and bones.
Post-occupation grave. Date: U. Site type: RH.

Firth

HY 3903 1277 (HY31SE 5) Ingshowe, Orkney Antiquarian report: bones and fragments from inside broch. Date: U. Site type: BT.
HY 3973 1260 (HY31SE 3) Rennibister, Orkney Disarticulated bones (including six adults and 12 children) at end of passage;
four skulls placed at base of supporting pillar. Skulls upside down, each placed on a lower jaw. Fifth skull in fragments.
Date: LBA/EIA. Site type: EH.

Holm

HY 3521 2771 (HY32NE 27) Broch of Burgar, Orkney Antiquarian report: skull fragments and skeleton. Date: U. Site type: BT.

Hoy and Graemsay

HY 2500 0284 (HY20SW 7) Green Hill, Hoy Antiquarian reports: three skeletons in upper abandonment layers. Date: LIA+. Site type: RH.

Kirkwall and St Ola

HY 4345 0878 (HY40NW 1) Broch of Lingro, Orkney Skull and bones in the right guard cell. Date: LIA. Site type: CRH.

Lady

HY 7168 4256 (HY74SW 1) Newark, Sanday Cranium and right humerus. Date: U. Site type: CRH.

Rousay and Egilsay

HY 4053 2723 (HY42NW 27) Gripps, Rousay Antiquarian report: human molar. Date: EIA. Site type: EH.
HY 3716 3059 (HY33SE 2) Mid Howe, Rousay Fragments of young adult, possibly female, from near centre of outer ditch. Date: U.
Site type: BT.

Sandwick

HY 2705 1513 (HY21NE 9) Stackrue, Orkney Antiquarian reports: human bones. Date: U. Site type: RH.

Shapinsay

HY 5356 2238 (HY52SW 2) The Hillock, Shapinsay Antiquarian report: cists and graves. Date: LIA+. Site type: RH.

St Andrews and Deerness

HY 4702 0136 Broch of Ayre, Orkney Antiquarian report: disarticulated remains of at least three individuals. Date: U. Site type: CRH.
HY 5100 0600 (HY50NW 38) Mine Howe, Orkney Skeletons of a young woman beneath smithy floor and a child in an upper fill.
Date: MIA/LIA. Site type: U.

Stromness

HY 2697 0933 (HY20NE 11) Bu, Orkney EIA: articulated skeletons of an infant and a child from the lower layers of rubble in EH;
complete adult arm in the midden of the broch. MIA: at least 15 individuals (including two adults, two children, four infants) from
upper rubble in EH. Bones of at least one child in rubble of broch entrance.
HY 2759 1092 (HY21SE 41) Howe, Orkney EIA: two skeletons (one teenage male, one adult female) in tank/drain beneath RH
entrance. MIA: mandible and skull fragments from at least two individuals found in top of earlier ditch, sections of the rampart
wall and the wall of the BT. LIA (early phase): fragmented bones and teeth from at least five individuals (including a foetus, an
infant, and two adults), found in an earth floor, a dividing wall, BT wall core, internal rubble in BT, and the yard. Evidence of
gnawing. LIA (later phase): bones and fragments from domestic earth floors, the broch entrance, the yard, building alterations,
and abandonment layers.
HY 2378 0818 (HY20NW 17) Warebeth Broch, Orkney Antiquarian reports: male skull, bones and teeth most likely from postoccupation deposits. Date: LIA/LIA. Site type: U.

Stronsay

Whitehall Broch, Stronsay Antiquarian report: jaw in middle of pillar. Date: U. Site type: U.

Westray

HY 4414 4181 (HY44SW 2) Knowe of Skea, Westray Over 100 individuals including corpse and cow under wall of main monument
and three skulls built into walls of workshop. Majority of remains were outside the central structure or incorporated into walls and
floors of surrounding buildings. C60% neonates or newborn infants. Date: LIA. Site type: various.
HY 4380 4900 (HY44NW 32) Pierowall Quarry, Westray Fragments from interior of subsidiary structure. Date: EIA. Site type: RH.
209

Human Remains
SHETLAND
Dunrossness

HU 3898 1065 (HU31SE 21) Old Scatness, Shetland Severed head from post-broch occupation levels. Date: MIA/LIA.
Site type: CRH, BT and WH site.

Unst

Uyea, Shetland Remains from an urn, one of three found in pits (National Museums Dating Project). Date: LIA/EP.
Site type: unknown.

WESTERN ISLES
Barvas

NB 4367 5944 (NB45NW 2.02) Galson, Lewis Two cists with skeletons (female; male). Date: LIA. Site type: EH.

North Uist

NF 8576 8051 (NF88SE 1) An Corran, North Uist Two cists with male skeletons; unusual skulls which may not belong to the bodies.
Date: MIA/LIA. Site type: U type.
NF 8242 7843 (NF87NW 1) Udal, North Uist At least five individuals from disturbed secondary contexts in WH cells. Date: LIA.

South Uist

NF 7280 2850 (NF72NW 26) Cill Donnain, South Uist Skull fragment. Date: LIA. Site type: WH.
NF 7305 2203 Cladh Hallan, South Uist Single bone. Date: MIA/LIA. Site type: U.
NF 7140 2981 (NF72NW 1) Dun Vulan, South Uist MIA: skull fragments from lower layers of wall chamber. LIA: at least three
individuals represented: part of adult mandible in drain; adult skull fragment and neonatal femur in abandonment layer;
skull fragments and bones from floor deposits. Fragments considerably older (up to 500 years) than the deposits in which they
were found. Also fragments from phase of activity just prior to abandonment. Site type: BT.
NF 7580 4700 (NF74NE 18) Hornish Point, South Uist Disarticulated body of young child in four pits which also contained animal
bone. Evidence of spina bifida occulta and deliberate disarticulation/butchery of the bones. Date: U. Site type: WH.

Uig

NB 0980 3665 Cnip, Lewis Three skull fragments: one representing a closing/foundation deposit, one with evidence of possible
trepanation, and one drilled perhaps for suspension. Also tibia fragment. Date: MIA/LIA. Site type: WH.
Key
BT
CRH
EH
RH
WH
U
EIA
MIA
LIA
LIA/EP
LIA+

broch tower
complex roundhouse
earth-house
roundhouse
wheelhouse
unknown
700–300 BC
300 BC–AD 100
AD 100–400
AD 400–800
AD 400 onwards

The occasional instances of worked or modified (including
perforations for suspension) human bone (Cnip,
Hillhead, Hornish Point, and Icegarth) were interpreted as
demonstrable of a ritual practice which was not a regionally
isolated phenomenon. Suspension holes suggested the
possibility of body part display, reinforced by the position
of the skulls from Rennibister and Saverough. Potential
curation of human remains (for up to several centuries)
evidenced at Dun Vulan is reminiscent of Late Bronze Age
practices, as seen at Cladh Hallan. The frequent mixing and
fragmentation of bones did not indicate a preoccupation
with preserving personal identity.
The remains were placed in a variety of locations and
represent structured deposits associated with entrances,
foundations,
closures/abandonment,
and
middens.
Commonly associated with the biography of settlement, the
practice is best seen as a continuation of a wider Bronze
Age tradition. An association between grain (and thereby
the agricultural cycle) and human remains has been noted
elsewhere in the Iron Age but evidence is more tenuous in
Atlantic Scotland and limited to Dun Vulan. The idea that
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the remains may have functioned as medicine, as muti,
was put forth: the use of particular body parts to cure or
prevent particular illnesses helps to explain the occurrence
of disarticulated bones and the special treatment afforded to
the overtly ill (as at Crosskirk). Perhaps also the notion of
disease and misfortune spread to the settlement itself and
if the settlement had its own biography, it might also have
been conceived as having ‘health’ or ‘luck’.
This work was undertaken for a MA thesis in 2005.
Implications of the evidence were published: Armit, I and
Ginn, V 2007 ‘Beyond the grave: human remains from
domestic contexts in Atlantic Scotland’, Proceedings of the
Prehistoric Society, 73. Further research into the deposition
of human remains on domestic contexts in Atlantic Scotland
was subsequently undertaken by Fiona Tucker, University
of Bradford.

Perforated skull fragment from Hillhead, Caithness (Photo: Victoria Ginn)

Treasure Trove

ALLOCATIONS OF TREASURE TROVE CASES 2011
The following is a list of cases claimed by the Crown and allocated to the museums or museum services indicated. The list
comprises cases dealt with by the Scottish Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel (SAFAP) at its meetings of March, August
and December 2011 and is organised by the council area in which finds were discovered.
Contact details along with addresses and opening hours for all museums can be found at: www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk.
ABERDEENSHIRE
Neolithic/Bronze Age and medieval assemblage
Medieval excavation assemblage
Neolithic watching brief assemblage
Prehistoric excavation assemblage
Medieval and post-medieval excavation assemblage
Iron Age stone bowl
Medieval silver finger ring
Neolithic/Bronze Age excavation assemblage

Findspot
Fetterangus
Elgin
Kemnay
St Fergus
Rosehearty
Inverurie
Fettercairn
Inverurie

Museum Allocation
Aberdeenshire Heritage
Aberdeen University Museum**
Aberdeen University Museum
Aberdeen University Museum
Aberdeen University Museum
Aberdeen University Museum
Aberdeenshire Heritage
NMS*

TT no
59/10
60/10
64/10
70/10
75/10
90/10
96/10
26/11

ANGUS
Medieval assemblage
Medieval/later excavation assemblage
Medieval/later excavation assemblage
Medieval/later excavation assemblage
Roman brooch

Ballumbie
Brechin
Melgund Castle
Queen’s Close Montrose
Montrose

Angus
Angus
Angus
Angus
Angus

43/10
76/10
11/11
12/11
77/11

ARGYLL AND BUTE
Neolithic/19–20th-century excavation assemblage
Early Historic excavation assemblage
Bronze Age excavation assemblage
Early Bronze Age halberd
Two medieval objects

Middle Inens
Baliscate
Kilkeddan
Bute
Islay

Argyll and Bute
Mull
Kilmartin
NMS*
Islay

61/10
16/11
29/11
71/11
83/11

CLACKMANNANSHIRE
Middle Bronze Age flanged axehead
Roman finger ring

Cambus
Tullibody

NMS**
NMS**

105/10
40/11

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
Five Roman coins and one Samian sherd
Roman coin
Medieval swivel ring/hunting leash collar
Late Bronze Age spearhead
Roman excavation assemblage
19th-century excavation assemblage
Prehistoric excavation assemblage
Late Bronze Age blade fragment
Middle Bronze Age flanged axehead
Early Bronze Age halberd
Three Roman objects
Roman lead weight

Kirkton
Gallaberry
Newton Stewart
Mochrum
Drumlanrig Fort
Torrorie Farm
Glenluce
Redhills
Wanlockhead
Kelton
Dalswinton
Townhead

Dumfries
Dumfries
Stranraer
Stranraer
Dumfries
Dumfries
Stranraer
Dumfries
Dumfries
Dumfries
Dumfries
Dumfries

87/10
88/10
95/10
102/10
15/11
23/11
27/11
68/11
69/11
70/11
81/11
82/11

DUNDEE
Modern excavation assemblage
Medieval/modern excavation assemblage

Swallow Village
Gardyne’s Land

Dundee
Dundee

02/11
03/11

EAST LOTHIAN
Medieval and post-medieval excavation assemblage
18–20th-century excavation assemblage
Medieval seal matrix
Medieval harness pendant
Late Bronze Age axehead
Battlefield assemblage
Battlefield artefact
Battlefield artefact
Battlefield artefact
Battlefield artefact
Battlefield artefact

North Berwick
Morham
Prestonpans
Prestonpans
Prestonpans
Prestonpans
Prestonpans
Prestonpans
Prestonpans
Prestonpans
Prestonpans

East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian
East Lothian

67/10
68/10
46/11
48/11
66/11
84/11
85/11
86/11
87/11
88/11
89/11
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Treasure Trove
EDINBURGH
Post-medieval excavation assemblage
Post-medieval excavation assemblage
Medieval – 19th-century excavation assemblage
19th-century excavation assemblage
Post-medieval excavation assemblage
19th-century excavation assemblage
Post-medieval excavation assemblage
Roman brooch and coin

Museum Allocation
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh

TT no
62/10
65/10
71/10
74/10
04/11
06/11
28/11
44/11

FALKIRK
Late Bronze Age – medieval excavation assemblage Larbert
Roman brooch
Carriden
Neolithic axehead
Larbert

Falkirk
Falkirk
Falkirk

81/10
97/10
64/11

FIFE
Medieval assemblage
Medieval excavation assemblage
Bronze Age pot sherd
Papal bulla
Eleven Roman coins
Medieval belt buckle
Modern excavation assemblage
Eight post-medieval finds
Viking ring-headed pin
17th-century weight set
Three medieval finds
Medieval brooch

St Andrews
St Andrews
Tentsmuir
Culross
Tayport
Tayport
Linktown Pottery
Burntisland
Culross
Leslie
Crail
Falkland

NMS**
NMS**
St Andrews
St Andrews
St Andrews
St Andrews
Kirkcaldy
Kirkcaldy
Dunfermline
Kirkcaldy
St Andrews
NMS**

79/10
80/10
89/10
99/10
103/10
104/10
07/11
42/11
43/11
50/11
51/11
76/11

HIGHLAND
Bronze Age excavation assemblage
‘Highland’ 16–17th-century brooch
Fragment of Viking penannular bracelet
Early Historic Pin
Neolithic stone axehead
Iron Age excavation assemblage
Prehistoric excavation assemblage
Medieval coin hoard
Post-medieval weight set
Late Bronze Age axehead
Middle Bronze Age axehead
Medieval anchor

Inverness
Culloden
Dornoch
Kiltarlity
Auldearn
Applecross Broch
Lochaber
Kiltarlity
Rosemarkie
Kiltarlity
Gollanfield
Isle of Skye

Inverness
Inverness
Dornoch
Inverness
Nairn
NMS*
NMS**
Inverness
Groam House
Inverness
Inverness
Museum of the Isles

72/10
83/10
84/10
92/10
106/10
13/11
30/11
41/11
54/11
61/11
65/11
91/11

MIDLOTHIAN
17th-century silver mount
Gilded medieval strap-end
Anglo-Saxon strap-end
Medieval grave slab

Dalkeith
Crichton
Crichton
Temple

NMS**
NMS**
NMS**
NMS**

93/10
55/11
56/11
58/11

MORAY
Medieval silver brooch
Medieval ampulla
Five Iron Age objects
Medieval gold finger ring
Sixty five medieval/alter objects
Five Early Historic objects
Neolithic axehead
17th-century finger ring

Cullen
Cullen
Burghead
Burghead
Burghead
Burghead
Keith
Cullen

Aberdeen University Museum**
Aberdeen University Museum**
Elgin
Elgin
Elgin
Elgin
Moray
Aberdeen University Museum**

98/10
100/10
31/11
32/11
33/11
34/11
67/11
80/11

NORTH AYRSHIRE
Assemblage of Mesolithic and Neolithic artefacts

Arran

Arran Museum

90/11

ORKNEY
Neolithic mace head

Firth

Orkney

60/11
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Findspot
Leith
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Edinburgh
Elbe St, Leith
Duddingston
Parliament House
Craigmillar

Treasure Trove
PERTH AND KINROSS
Five Roman and later finds
Post-medieval gold finger ring
16–17th-century gold button
Three medieval finds
Medieval silver penny
Medieval silver finger ring
Two Bronze Age objects
Neolithic axehead
Nine medieval objects
Papal bulla
Iron Age ‘dumbbell’ mount
17th-century silver dress accessory

Findspot
Bertha
Milnathort
Braco
Inchaffray
Wester Balgedie
Kinross
Kinross
Aberuthven
Dunkeld
Coupar Angus
Kilspindie
Scone

Museum Allocation
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth
Perth

TT no
85/10
86/10
101/10
37/11
45/11
53/11
62/11
63/11
73/11
74/11
75/11
79/11

RENFREWSHIRE
Medieval – modern excavation assemblage
Medieval – modern excavation assemblage

Dykebarhill Farmstead
Shuttle St Paisley

Kelvingrove**
Kelvingrove**

09/11
10/11

SCOTTISH BORDERS
Twenty medieval and later objects
Zoomorphic belt buckle
Late Bronze Age socketed axehead
Roman brooch
Medieval spur
Roman eagle headed terminal
Iron Age harness fitting

Roberton
Denholm
Whitmuir
Roberton
Lanton
Selkirk
Cortleferry

NMS**
NMS**
Selkirk
NMS**
NMS**
NMS**
NMS**

91/10
94/10
107/10
47/11
49/11
57/11
78/11

SHETLAND
Iron Age stone disc

Virkie

Shetland

59/11

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE
Prehistoric excavation assemblage
Cup- and ring-marked stone

Larkhall
Dunsyre

Biggar
Biggar

63/10
35/11

STIRLING
Medieval and post-medieval excavation assemblage
Medieval and post-medieval excavation assemblage
43 medieval and later objects
Medieval seal matrix
18 medieval finds

Stirling
Stirling
Doune
Doune
Doune

Stirling
Stirling
Stirling
NMS**
NMS**

77/10
78/10
82/10
38/11
52/11

WESTERN ISLES
Iron Age excavation assemblage
Prehistoric assemblage
Neolithic excavation assemblage
Iron Age excavation assemblage
Neolithic excavation assemblage
Multi-period assemblage

Dun Carloway
Allasdale Dunes, Barra
Berneray causeway
Boreray, North Uist
Barpa Langais, North Uist
North Uist

Stornoway
Stornoway
Stornoway
Stornoway
Stornoway
Stornoway

01/11
14/11
20/11
21/11
22/11
36/11

WEST LOTHIAN
Medieval Limoges Mount

Dechmont

West Lothian

72/11

* = case allocated to NMS as the sole bidder with no local bid
** = case allocated to the relevant museum in the absence of any other bids
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C u r r e n t P o s t - g r a d u at e r e s e a r c h

CURRENT POST-GRADUATE SCOTTISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH
IN THE UK
This is not necessarily an exhaustive list. The university departments providing courses in archaeology listed in the 2000
CBA Guide to Archaeology in Higher Education were asked to give details of their current post-graduate research involving
Scottish sites or materials. The information below is that provided by the institutions who responded. Archaeology
Scotland encourages any readers engaged in continuing research to submit details (as set out below) for publication in
the volume for 2013.
Institution

Name

Research

Univ Aberdeen

Michael Bumstead

Univ Aberdeen

Emma Philip

Univ Aberdeen

Naomi Woodward

Univ Birmingham

Kevin Colls

Univ Bradford

Lindsey Büster

Univ Bradford

Deborah ES Lamb

Univ Bradford

Dave Lawrence

Univ Bradford

Robert Michael Legg

Univ Bradford

Ceilidh Lerwick

Univ Bradford

Mhairi Maxwell

Univ Bradford

Rachael Reader

Univ Cambridge

Ben Cartwright

Univ Cambridge
Univ Cambridge

Aaron Critch
Tessa de Roo

Univ Cambridge

Russell Ó Ríagáin

Material meanings of the North American fur trade
in Britain
Symbolism, subsistence and the significance of landscape:
from Mesolithic to Neolithic in North East Scotland
Tanged flint points: Evidence for early human activity
in Scotland?
Archaeology, visibility and scholarly perceptions: and
characterising the archaeological resource on the Isle of Harris
Inhabiting Broxmouth: domestic buildings and everyday
life in the Scottish Iron Age
Modelling an island landscape in the North Atlantic
Iron Age: The interpretation of monuments and resources
in order to understand local factors influencing settlement
and social organisation
Orkney’s first farmers: the effects of environment, society
and subsistence on the inhabitants of Orkney at the
dawn of agriculture
Muck, farmsteads and landscapes: geochemical and
geophysical investigations of farmstead and landscape
interaction on the Isle of Unst (Shetland)
Vikings, Picts and Scots: Biocultural identity in medieval
Scotland
Out of the ordinary: The materiality of the East Lothian
Iron Age
Over the ditch and far away: Investigating Broxmouth and
the later prehistoric landscape of South East Scotland
Weaving the world: Can ‘communities of practice’ created
by spinning and weaving highlight the intangible nature
of identity construction in Viking Age Atlantic Scotland
Silver and the political economy of Viking Age Scotland
The Viking sea from A to B: Charting the nautical routes from
Scandinavia to the British Isles in the Early Viking period
Colonialism, continuity and change: The settlement pattern
in the medieval Irish sea zone
Chambered tomb pottery assemblages from South West
Scotland and Northern Ireland
Plant gatherers, plant managers or agriculturalists? The
importance of wild and domestic plants in Mesolithic and
Neolithic Scotland
Mesolithic fishing and shellfishing across the North East
Atlantic seaboard of Europe, with detailed case studies
from the Western Isles of Scotland and western Norway
An exploration into the significance placed upon domestic
and landscape lightscapes within Iron Age Scottish society
Windows into the past: An examination of prior activity
at Neolithic monuments in Britain
Cultural interaction, as indicated by the technology and
distribution of Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age
ceramics in the Tyne-Forth Region

Emma Thompson
Univ Central
Lancashire		
Univ Durham
Rosie Bishop

Univ Durham

Emily Blake

Univ Durham

Thomas Crowther

Univ Durham

Janice Graf

Univ Durham

Dana Millson
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End Status
date
2012 PhD
2013 PhD
2011 PhD
2011 PhD
2012 PhD
2011 PhD

2011 PhD

2011 PhD

2014 PhD
2012 PhD
2012 PhD
2013 PhD

2014 PhD
2013 PhD
2013 PhD
2011 PhD
2013 PhD

2014 PhD

2014 PhD
2012 PhD
2011 PhD
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Univ Durham

Paul Murtagh

Univ Durham

Darrell Rohl

Elizabeth Schech
Univ Durham
Univ Durham/
Celia Orsini
La Sorbonne		
Univ Edinburgh

Claire Bony

Univ Edinburgh
Univ Edinburgh
Univ Edinburgh

Rachel Ford
Julia Gerken
Dawn Gooney

Univ Edinburgh

Peter Groom

Univ Edinburgh

Caroline Mamwell

Univ Edinburgh
Univ Edinburgh
Univ Edinburgh

Cecilia Medina-Patterson
Marlo Nalven
Geoff Waters

Univ Glasgow

Donald Beck Adamson

Univ Glasgow

Carmen Cuenca-Garcia

Univ Glasgow

Kevin James Grant

Univ Glasgow

Tom Horne

Jennifer Novotny
Univ Glasgow
Univ Glasgow
Allan Dene Wright
Univ Highlands
Siobhan Cooke
and Islands		
Orkney College		
Univ Highlands
Alison Keir
and Islands		
Orkney College
Univ Highlands
James Moore
and Islands
Orkney College
Univ Highlands
Antonia Thomas
and Islands		
Orkney College
Chelsea Budd
Univ Hull

Univ Liverpool

Shirley Curtis

Univ Reading

Karen Wicks

Univ York

Jenny Clarke

The Iron age in West central Scotland: Architecture and
material identities
More than a Roman monument: A new chorography of
the Antonine Wall. Place, landscape and historiography
from the Iron Age to World Heritage Site inscription
Iron Age glass beads in Britain
Christianisation and monumental inheritance in the
Kingdoms of North Britain (5th–8th centuries): Evolution
of spiritual, political and ideological world
Infanticide in Britain from the Roman conquest to the
16thcentury AD
Ritual landscapes in northern Britain
Iron Age worked bones in Atlantic Scotland
The osteological examination of the human skeletal remains
from Berst Ness, Westray
An experimental study of Mesolithic fishing practices in
western Scotland
‘It rained a lot and nothing much happened’: land use,
settlement and society in Bronze Age Orkney
Cremation technology and ritual in Bronze Age Scotland
Health status in medieval Scotland
Early Christian chapels of Islay: aspects of chronology,
distribution and landscape
Commercialisation before Culloden: an archaeology
of the re-direction of food surpluses in the Scottish
Highlands prior to 1745
The interface of geophysical and geochemical surveys
at Scottish archaeological sites
Perceptions of landscape in the Scottish Highlands in the
‘period of transition’ c16th to 19th century
A journey to the Western Isles of Scotland: defining a
Hebridean-Norse sub-region in the Viking world
The material culture of the Jacobite rebellions
A regional study of the Mesolithic of Ayrshire and Lanarkshire
Animal remains and animal artefacts in burial and
settlement as a means of religious expression in Late
Iron Age and Viking Scotland
Coastal change and archaeological heritage in
Northern Scotland

2012 PhD

Landscape and society in Iron Age Orkney

2012 PhD

Inscription as social practice: Understanding Orkney’s
rock-art and graffiti

2013 PhD

Marginality, metaphor and meaning: stable isotope studies
of diet and subsistence aimed at understanding the adoption
of agriculture during the Neolithic and Bronze Age periods
in the Orkney Islands
Monasticism and the body: a skeletal and stable isotope
study on medieval inhabitants from Tarbat, North East
Scotland and Norton Priory, England
Environment history and human interactions in Scottish
prehistory: an island perspective from Tiree and Coll,
Inner Hebrides
A comparative archaeological study of regimental memorials
of England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland erected pre-World
War One with a view to assessing each country’s relationship
with ‘The British Empire’

2013 PhD

2012 PhD

2012 PhD
2013 PhD

2013 PhD
2011 PhD
2011 PhD
2013 PhD
2013 PhD
2013 PhD
2011 PhD
2013 PhD
2011 MPhil
2013 PhD

2012 PhD
2013 PhD
2012 PhD
2012 PhD
2012 PhD
2016 PhD

2014 PhD

2014 PhD

2011 PhD

2013 PhD
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL ADVISORS AND THEIR AREAS OF
RESPONSIBILITY
Many of the projects described in Discovery and excavation in Scotland include an input by the archaeological advisors to
local authorities. Amongst their core activities, these advisors have a responsibility to monitor planning applications and
other proposed developments in their area, and to ensure that adequate provision is made for archaeological recording if
such developments are to go ahead. This responsibility may include writing the specification for work to be undertaken by
archaeological contractors, and monitoring that work to ensure that appropriate standards are being achieved.
The following list gives details of local authority archaeological advisors, and indicates their areas of responsibility.

Aberdeen City

Judith Stones
Lead Curator, Local History and Archaeology
Aberdeen City Council
Aberdeen Maritime Museum
Shiprow
Aberdeen AB11 5BY
Tel: 01224 337718
Fax: 01224 213066
Email: JUDITHS@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Aberdeenshire; Angus and Moray

Bruce Mann
Archaeologist
Infrastructure Services
Aberdeenshire Council
Woodhill House
Westburn Road
Aberdeen AB16 5GB
Fax: 01224 664879
Tel: 01224 664726
Email: Moira.Greig@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Argyll and Bute; Glasgow City; E Ayrshire;
E Renfrewshire; Inverclyde; N Ayrshire; Renfrewshire;
S Ayrshire; S Lanarkshire; W Dunbartonshire; W Lothian;
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park (Argyll
and W Dunbartonshire part)

Dundee City; East Dunbartonshire and
North Lanarkshire

Thomas Rees
Consultant Archaeologist
Rathmell Archaeology Ltd
Unit 8 Ashgrove Workshops
Kilwinning
Ayrshire KA13 6PU
Tel: 01294 542848
Fax: 01294 542849
Email: archaeology.dundee@rathmell-arch.co.uk
Email: archaeology.eastdunbartonshire@rathmell-arch.co.uk
Email: archaeology.northlan@rathmell-arch.co.uk

East Lothian and Midlothian

Stephanie Leith
Archaeology Officer
Archaeology Services
John Muir House
Haddington
East Lothian EH41 3HA
Fax: 01620 827038
Tel: 01620 827039
Email: archaeology@eastlothian.gov.uk

City of Edinburgh

Carol Swanson
Manager
West of Scotland Archaeology Service
Charing Cross Complex
20 India Street
Glasgow G2 4PF
Tel: 0141 287 8332/3
Fax: 0141 287 9259
Email: enquiries@wosas.glasgow.gov.uk

John A Lawson
Curator of Archaeology
CECAS
Corporate Services
City of Edinburgh Council
Museum of Edinburgh
142 Canongate
Edinburgh EH8 8DD
Tel: 0131 558 1040
Fax: 0131 558 1090
Email: john.lawson@edinburgh.gov.uk

Dumfries and Galloway

Falkirk

Jane Brann
Archaeologist
Dumfries and Galloway Council
Planning and Environment
Newall Terrace
Dumfries DG1 1LW
Tel: 01387 260154
Fax: 01387 260149
Email: jane.brann@dumgal.gov.uk
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Geoff Bailey
Keeper of Archaeology and Local History
Falkirk Museum
Callendar House
Callendar Park
Falkirk FK1 1YR
Tel: 01324 503783
Fax: 01324 503771
Email: geoff.bailey@falkirk.gov.uk

Lo c a l Au t h o r i t y A dv i s o r s
Fife

Douglas A Speirs
Enterprise, Planning and Protective Services
Regeneration, Environment and Place Team
Fife Council
Town House
2 Wemyssfield
Kirkcaldy KY1 1XW
Fax: 01592 583199
Tel: 08451 555555 ext 473748
Email: douglas.speirs@fife.gov.uk

Highland

George Hamilton
Historic Environment Team
Planning and Development Service
Highland Council
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness IV3 5NX
Tel: 01463 702250
Fax: 01463 702298
Email: archaeology@highland.gov.uk

Stirling and Clackmannanshire

Murray Cook
Economy, Planning and Regulation Services
Planning Services
Stirling Council
Viewforth
Stirling FK8 2ET
Tel: 01786 442752
Fax: 01786 443003
Email: cookm@stirling.gov.uk

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles)

Deborah Anderson
Western Isles Archaeologist
Museum nan Eilean
Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis HS1 2NF
Tel: 01851 822758
Fax: 01851 706318
Email: deborah.anderson@cne-siar.gov.uk

Orkney

Julie Gibson
Orkney Archaeologist
Orkney College
Weyland
Kirkwall
Orkney KW15 1LX
Fax: 01856 569007
Tel: 01856 569341
Email: julie.gibson@orkney.uhi.ac.uk

Perth and Kinross; Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
National Park (Perth and Kinross part)
David Strachan
Area Archaeologist
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust
The Lodge
4 York Place
Perth PH2 8EP
Tel: 01738 477080/1
Fax: 01738 477089
Email: dlstrachan@pkc.gov.uk

Scottish Borders

Christopher Bowles
Archaeology Officer
Scottish Borders Council HQ
Newtown St Boswells
Melrose TD6 0SA
Fax: 01835 825158
Tel: 01835 826622
Email: Christopher.Bowles@scotborders.gov.uk

Shetland

Val Turner
Shetland Regional Archaeologist
Shetland Amenity Trust
Garthspool
Lerwick
Shetland ZE1 0NY
Tel: 01595 694688
Fax: 01595 693956
Email: val@shetlandamenity.org

217

List of Contributors

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS
Contributors to this issue of Discovery and excavation in Scotland are listed below. Comments or queries should be
addressed to the contributors.

ABERDEEN ART GALLERY: Schoolhill, Aberdeen, AB10 1FQ
ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL: Whitespace,
60 Frederick Street, Aberdeen, AB24 5HY
ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL: Woodhill House,
Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5GB
ADAMSON, D: See University of Glasgow – Department of
Archaeology
ADDYMAN ARCHAEOLOGY: St Ninian’s Manse,
Quayside Street, Edinburgh, EH6 6EJ
ADDYMAN, T: See Addyman Archaeology
AITKEN, J: c/o J Hambly
ALBA ARCHAEOLOGY (HIGHLAND) LTD: Newtonhill,
Lentran, Inverness, IV3 8RN
ALDER ARCHAEOLOGY LTD: 55 South Methven Street,
Perth, PH1 5NX
ALEXANDER, D: See The National Trust for Scotland
(Glasgow Office)
ANDERSON-WHYMARK, H: 36 Leafield Road,
Oxford, OX4 2PL
ANGUS COUNCIL: Angus House, Orchardbank Business
Park, Forfar, DD8 1AX
ANGUS MUSEUMS: See Montrose Museum and Art Gallery
AOC ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP: Edgefield Road Industrial
Estate, Loanhead, Midlothian, EH20 9SY
ARABAOLAZA, I: See GUARD Archaeology Ltd
ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE SERVICES LTD: 24
Rosebank, Carluke, South Lanarkshire, ML8 5QB
ARCHAEOLOGY FOR COMMUNITIES IN THE HIGHLANDS:
c/o Education Centre, Castle Street, Dingwall, IV15 9HU
ARCHAEOLOGY NORTH LTD: 32 Elizabeth Crescent,
Dornoch, IV25 3NN
ARCHAEOLOGY SCOTLAND: Suite 1a, Stuart House,
Eskmills, Station Road, Musselburgh, EH21 7PB
ARCHETYPE: Historic Buildings Consultancy,
45 Kessington Road, Bearsden, Glasgow, G61 2HJ
ARGYLL ARCHAEOLOGY: Davaar Cottage, Campbeltown,
Argyll, PA28 6RE
ASSOCIATION OF CERTIFICATED FIELD
ARCHAEOLOGISTS (ACFA): www.acfabaseline.info
BAILIES OF BENNACHIE: Email – bailiesofbennachie@mail.
com or website bennachielandscapes@scottish-heritage.
org.uk
BAKER, F: Firat Archaeological Services
BAILEY, G: See Falkirk Community Trust
BAILIE, W: See GUARD Archaeology Ltd
BANFF TOWNSCAPE HERITAGE INITIATIVE:
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/archaeology/projects/
BanffTownscape.asp
BARBER, J: See AOC Archaeology Group
BARRETT, J: See University of Cambridge
BARTON, T: See Alder Archaeology Ltd
BATES, M: c/o CR Wickham-Jones
BATES COLLEGE: University of Southern Maine,
2 Andrews Road, Lewiston, ME 04240
BECKET, A: See Northlight Heritage
BENVIE, R: See Angus Museums
BEVARS: British Excavation Volunteers and Archaeological
Research Society, 2 Tompion House, Percival Street,
London, EC1V 0HU. Email – bevars@hotmail.co.uk
BIGELOW, G: See Bates College
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BIRCH, S: See West Coast Archaeological Services
BIRD, C: c/o Murray Cook
BISHOP, RR: See University of Durham
BJARKE BALLIN, T: See Lithic Research
BLAIRGOWRIE GEOSCIENCE: 7 Lochy Terrace,
Blairgowrie, PH10 6HY
BLAKE, E: c/o MJ Church
BLAKEMAN, B: See Addyman Archaeology
BOND, JM: c/o SJ Dockrill
BOWLER, D: See Alder Archaeology Ltd
BOWLES, C: c/o A Maldonado
BRABY, A: See National Museums Scotland
BRADLEY, R: See University of Reading
BRADLEY LOVEKIN, T: See AOC Archaeology Group
BROWN, B: c/o P Brown
BROWN, P: 6 St Peters Close, Bishop Auckland,
Co Durham, DL14 6DD
CACHART, R: See Alder Archaeology Ltd
CAMERON, A: See Cameron Archaeology
CAMERON ARCHAEOLOGY: 45 View Terrace,
Aberdeen, AB25 2RS
CAMERON, R: See Addyman Archaeology/Simpson and
Brown Architects
CAMPBELL, E: University of Glasgow – Department of
Archaeology
CAMPBELL, S: c/o Mark A Hall
CARD, N: See ORCA and Orkney College
CARRUTHERS, G: See CFA Archaeology Ltd
CAVERS, G: See AOC Archaeology Group
CECI, T: c/o R Will
CENTRE FOR BATTLEFIELD ARCHAEOLOGY:
See University of Glasgow
CFA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD: The Old Engine House,
Eskmills Park, Musselburgh, East Lothian, EH21 7PQ
CHRISTIANSEN, C: c/o J Murray
CHURCH, MJ: See Durham University
CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL ARCHAEOLOGY SERVICE:
Museum of Edinburgh, Royal Mile, 142 Canongate,
Edinburgh, EH8 8DD
CLARE, J: See Pennyghael in the Past Historical Archive
CLARKE, A: c/o R Bradley
CLYNE HERITAGE SOCIETY: Sunnybrae, West Clyne,
Brora, KW9 6NH
COBB, H: See University of Manchester
COLLS, K: See University of Birmingham
CONNOLLY, D: See Connolly Heritage Consultancy
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
CONNOLLY, D: See Rampart Scotland
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
CONNOLLY HERITAGE CONSULTANCY: Traprain House,
Luggate Burn, Haddington, EH41 4QA
CONSTANTINE, B: c/o JW Hedges
COOK, MARTIN: See AOC Archaeology Group
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
COOK, MARTIN: c/o Murray Cook
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
COOK, MURRAY: See Oxford Archaeology North
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
COOK, MURRAY: See Rampart Scotland
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)

List of Contributors

COOK, MURRAY: See Stirling Council
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
COONEY, G: c/o T Bjarke Ballin
COWIE, T: See National Museums Scotland
CRAWFORD, J: Taigh Mheallrois, Garynahine,
Isle of Lewis, HS2 9DS
CRESSEY, M: See CFA Archaeology Ltd
CRONE, A: See AOC Archaeology Group
Cuenca-García, C: See University of Glasgow
CURRIE, G: Inveraldie Farm, Tealing, Dundee, DD4 0QL
CURTIS, GR: c/o M Curtis
CURTIS, M: Olcote, New Park, Callanish,
Isle of Lewis, HS2 9DZ
DAGG, C: See Archaeology for Communities in the
Highlands
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
DAGG, C: c/o J Wood
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
DAGG, C: 2 Ruigh’Riabhach, Scoraig Peninsula,
Dundonnell, Wester Ross, IV23 2RE
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
DALLAND, M: See Headland Archaeology Ltd
DAWSON, S: c/o CR Wickham-Jones
DIGNEY, S: See University of Glasgow – Department of
Archaeology
DINGWALL, K: See Headland Archaeology Ltd
DINNING, S: c/o Murray Cook
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
DINNING, S: c/o D Rocks-Macqueen
(Contact address for this contributor is site specific)
DINWOODIE, HP: 75 East Trinity Road, Edinburgh, EH5 3EL
DISCOVER BUTE LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP SCHEME:
Eaglesham House, Mount Pleasant Road, Rothesay,
Bute, PA20 9HQ
DOCKRILL, SJ: University of Bradford – Archaeological,
Geographical and Environmental Sciences
DONALD, C: The McManus Gallery, Dundee
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Note: Unless otherwise specified the map references shown in brackets in the archaeological contributions section of DES
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SELECTIVE INDEX TO THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Compiled by Susan Vaughan
Page numbers in italics indicate that the reference is, or includes, an illustration.
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Ancrum (Borders):
Mantle Walls Project 160;
Old Belses Farm 160
Angus 9, 28–31, 211
animal bones
Mesolithic 45, 46, 187, 195
Neolithic 140
post-medieval 100, 115, 116
Antonine Wall 83–4, 91, 129
Applecross (Highld): Langwell 94;
Russel Burn 94
Arbroath (Angus): Arbroath Abbey 28;
Inchcape Park 28;
Red Lion caravan park 28–9;
Sidney Street 29
Arbuthnott (Aberdeens),
Mains of Kair 12
archaeo-astronomy 192, 193, 194
architectural fragments:
Coldingham 161; Dornoch 103;
Dryburgh 166; Dundee 61;
Evelick 153; Howan 134;
Inchcape Park 28; Inchcolm 85;
Iona 38, 39; Melrose 164;
Perth 156; Stirling 181; Temple 122
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ard marks 124, 142;
see also plough marks
Ardchattan (A & B),
Achnacreebeag Farm 32
Ardler (P & K),
West Ardler farmhouse 153
Ardnamurchan (Highld):
Glen Drian 95, 96;
Glenborrodale Estate 95;
Laga Estate 96; Sgeir Mhali 96;
Transitions Project 94
ards 206, 207; see also ard marks
Arduaine Dun (A & B) 50
Ardvorlich Estate (P & K), survey 146–7
Arecleoch Wind Farm (S Ayrs) 173
Argyll & Bute 32–57, 208, 211
Arngask (P & K),
Lochelbank Wind Farm 143
Arran (N Ayrs): Brodick Castle 128;
Lochranza church 128–9
Arrochar (A & B),
High Morlaggan Project 32
arrowheads:
flint 64, 78
iron 101
Assynt (Highld), Clachtoll Broch 96, 97
Athelstaneford (E Loth), The Chesters 63
Auchindrain (A & B),
evaluation/watching brief 34
Auchinleck (E Ayrs), Knockroon Farm 62
Auchterless (Aberdeens),
Gordonstown Hill 12
Auldhame (E Loth) 196, 197
Aultmore (Moray), survey 125
Aviemore (Highld), Grampian Road 104
axes
Neolithic:
Aberuthven 143;
Braes of Ha’Breck 134, 135;
Inverness 107;
Laggan-Tormore 169;
Little Glenshee 154;
North Roe 173; Perth 159
Viking 94
Ayr (S Ayrs): Greenan 174;
Nether Auchendrane House 174
Ayre (Orkney), broch 209
Ayton (Borders), Beanburn 160
Balermino Abbey (Fife) 85, 202
Balerno (Edin), Ravelrig Wynd 72
Balfron (Stirlg), Ballochruin Farm 178
Balgedie (P & K), Wester Balgedie 157–8
Balimeanach (P & K),
cup-marked stones 147
ball, stone 140
Ballachullish (Highld), West Laroch 113
Balliemore (A & B), survey 36
Balnagown Estate (Highld),
Duchally and Rosehall 102
Balure (A & B), watching brief 32
Banavie (Highld), overhead line 108
Banchory (Aberdeens):

Badentoy Way 12; Milton Cottage 12;
Nether Mills West 12
Banff (Aberdeens): Banff Castle 13;
Duff House 13;
former primary school 13;
Gordon’s Granaries 13
bangles see bracelets
Bannock Burn (Stirlg), survey 182
Bannockburn (Stirlg):
Pirnhall Inn 182; survey 182
Barcaldine Castle (A & B) 32
barns: Balliemore 36; Begbie Farm 65;
Kerrera 48; Killunaig 39;
Kilpatrick 41; Mulchaich Farm 119;
Old Belses Farm 160;
Preston Mains Farm 69;
Reedy Loch Steading 162;
Rennieston Farm Steading 166
Barrhill (S Ayrs), Gowlands Terrace 174
barrows see round barrows;
square barrows;
see also cairns
Bathgate (W Loth): Inchwood 183;
Little Boghead 183
batteries 141, 183
battlefields 167, 198
beads
amber 27, 94
glass 124, 151
melon 119
Ben Effrey (P & K),
survey and excavation 143–4
Benbecula (W Isles): Balivanich 187–8;
Balivanich Primary School 188
Benderloch (A & B), watching brief 32
Beorgs of Housetter (Shet),
chambered cairn 196
Bilston (Midloth), Seafield Road 121
Birgham (Borders),
Birgham Haugh Steading 162
Birkhill (Falk), fireclay mine 200
Birnie (Moray): Castlehill 122;
excavation 122
Birsay (Orkney) 129–30, 131
bishop’s palaces 122, 160
Black Hill Roman Camps (P & K) 143
Blackford (P & K),
Peterhead enclosure 145
blackhouses 40, 41, 185, 188
Blair Atholl (P & K), House of Bruar 145
Blyth Bridge (Borders), Tarth Siphon 168
boat, Viking 94;
see also logboat; shipwrecks
boat building/repairs 51, 115
boatshed 62
bog butter 206, 207
Boharm (Moray): Ben Aigan 123;
Rosarie 123–4
Bonar Bridge (Highld):
East Birchwood 102; Migdale 102
bone working 114, 115
Bookan (Orkney), Ring of Bookan 137
Borrowston (Highld), burial 208

index
boundary stones 125, 127
box, shale 84
Boyndie (Aberdeens), Aultmore 13
bracelets:
glass 144
shale 94, 145
silver 104
Braco (P & K), button 143
Braemar (Aberdeens), Glenshee Road 16
Brechin (Angus): Dubton Farm 29;
High Street 29, 30
brewery 163
brick and tile works 10
bricks 167
Bridge of Don (Aberdeens), Silverburn 11
Bridge of Orchy (A & B), Auch estate 34
bridges: Inverfarigaig 99;
Knockfarrel 92; Ratagan 106
Brimsade (Highld), human bones 208
brochs: Ayre 209; Borrowston 208;
Brounabe 208; Bu 209;
Burgar 132, 209; Castle Craig 144;
Clachtoll 96, 97; Croich 102;
Crosskirk 208; Culswick 197;
Dun Mor Vaul 208; Dun Vulan 210;
Dunbeath 208; East Shore 172;
Howe 209; Ingshowe 209;
Lingro 209; Mid Howe 134, 209;
Mound of Brough 136; Netlater 209;
Norby 173; Nybster 119;
Old Scatness 210; Ousdale 208;
Rubh’ an Teampaill 186, 187;
Thrumster 120; Warebeth 209;
Whitehall 209
Broo (Shet), fieldwork 170, 171
brooches
Iron Age 66
Roman 31, 73, 82, 124, 158
medieval 157
Brora (Highld), Back Beach 99, 100
Broughton (Borders),
Rachan Mill Farm 160
Brounabe (Highld), burials 208
Bu (Orkney), human bones 209
buckles 78, 151, 152, 157
Burgar (Orkney), broch 209
burials see cremations; inhumations;
see also cairns; cemeteries;
chambered tombs; cists/cist burials;
horse burials; human bones;
round barrows; square barrows
burnt mounds: Alness 92;
Braes of Conon 118; Dores 103;
Eaglesham 70; Evie 132;
Rousay 134; Yesnaby-Skaill 137
Burrian Broch (Orkney), human bones 209
Bute (A & B): churches/chapels 50–1;
Cnoc an Rath 52, 53;
Kilmory Castle 53; Kingarth 50;
Rothesay 54; St Colmac stone circle 53;
Scalpsie Bay 53, 54
button and loop fastener 124
buttons 143, 209
byres: Airigh Mhic Cribhain 37;
Aultmore 125; Begbie 65; Bogside 23;
Broo 171; Dornoch 103, 104;
Forteviot 150; Glen Drian 95;
Gleneraig 97; Glenfeshie Estate 93;
Glenshero Estate 111; Kilbeg 116;

Falside 69; Foulis 110; Fyvie 18, 19;
Haddo House 24–5; Inverness 108;
Kilmory 53; Kinnaird Head 18;
Knock 129; Lews 189;
Lochindorb 202; Lochleven 154;
Nether Horsburgh 163; Newark 120;
Ravenscraig 87; St Andrews 88;
cableway 101
Stirling 181–2; Tolquhon 28;
Cadder (Glasgow), Saughs Farm 88, 89
see also motte
Caddonfoot (Borders), The Rink 160–1
cattle sheds 63
Caerlaverock Castle (D & G) 58
cave site 114–15
Cairngorms National Park, surveys 200
Cawdor (Highld), Glengeoullie 99
Cairnie (Aberdeens), Bin Forest 13–14
cemeteries
cairns (other than clearance cairns):
prehistoric:
Aberdeenshire 16, 27
Edinburgh 196; Rousay 134;
Argyll & Bute 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45,
South Ronaldsay 139; Westray 142
53, 54
medieval/post-medieval:
Borders 163
Birgham 162; Culsh 25;
Dumfries & Galloway 58, 59, 60
Cults 87; Dingwall 103;
Highland 108, 109, 110, 112, 113, 114
Falkirk 83; Forteviot 149, 150;
Perth & Kinross 148–9, 154, 155
Glasgow 90; Iona 43;
Shetland 172
Kilpatrick 40; Kirkton of Foss 148;
Western Isles 191, 192, 193
Lennel 161–2; Little Bernera 190;
see also burnt mounds;
Marnoch 24; Meigle 155;
chambered tombs; ring cairns;
Perth 156; Tarbolton 175
round barrows; square barrows
chambered tombs: Banks 138;
Callendar Wood (Falk), fort 84
Beorgs of Housetter 196; Liveras 117;
Cambusmore (Highld), survey 92
Loch Borralan East 97, 98;
Camghouran (P & K), evaluations 152
Mulchaich Farm 119;
Campeltown (A & B): Ballybrennan 55;
Ring of Bookan 137;
Kildalloig Estate 32–3; pipeline 32
Roeberry Barrow 141, 142;
Campmuir (P & K), Hillview 153
Ronas Hill 196; Unstan 131
camps, Roman see forts/camps, Roman
Chapel of Garioch (Aberdeens):
Camusvrachan (P & K),
Aberdeen Woods 14–15;
hydro-electric scheme 151
gas pipeline 15;
canals 24, 62, 84, 183
Pittodrie House Hotel 14
Canisbay (Highld),
chemical compounds 73–4
John o’ Groats House Hotel 99
chisel 179
Canna (Highld), Coroghon Castle 202
churches/chapels: Abercorn 183;
cannonball 188
Birgham 162; Birnie 122;
Cardrona Tower (Borders), recording 168
Brechin 29; Bute 50, 53;
Cardross (A & B), Geilston House 33
Dingwall 103;
Carluke (S Lans),
Eaglais na h-Aoidhe 189;
Mauldslie Castle Nurseries 175
Edinburgh 78, 79; Forteviot 149;
Carmunnock (Glasgow), Cathkin Braes 89
Fyvie Castle 19; Glasgow 90;
Carnoustie (Angus):
Glass 19; Kilwinning 129;
Kinloch Primary School 29;
Lismore 51; Lochranza 128–9;
Pitskelly 29
North Berwick 68; Old Deer 25;
Carnwath (S Lans): cemetery 175–6;
Perth 156; Portobello 77;
Murray Terrace 176
Rubh’ an Teampaill 186, 187;
Carriden (Falk), brooch 82
St Abb’s Head 161;
Carstairs (S Lans), Mossplatt Farm 176
St Ninian’s Isle 196; Temple 122;
cart sheds 63, 65, 160, 181, 182
see also Survey of Places of Worship
Castle Craig (P & K),
in Scotland
survey and excavation 143, 144, 145
cists/cist burials: An Corran 210;
Castle Fraser (Aberdeens) 15
Burian 209; Crosskirk 208;
Castlecary (Falk):
Dale 208; Dounreay 114;
Allandale Football Ground 83; fort 83
Duffus 209; Edinburgh 196;
Castlehill (Highld), burial 208
Fortrose 116; Galson 210;
Castlehill Wood (Fife), fort 84
Inveresk 66; Knowe of Taft 209;
castles/tower houses: Aberdour 84;
Longforgan 154; Nybster 119;
Banff 13; Barcaldine 32;
Ousdale 208; Oxtro 209;
Brodick 128; Burleigh 155;
Peterhead Enclosure 145;
Cadzow 176; Caerlaverock 58;
Quoy Ness 209;
Cardrona Tower 168;
Roeberry Barrow 141, 142;
Castle Fraser 15; Coroghon 202;
Rubh’ an Teampaill 186–7;
Craigmillar 73; Culzean 174;
Shapinsay 209; Skye 117, 118;
Dirleton 63; Dumbarton 183;
Torrieveach 208; Wester Broch 208;
Dunnottar 16; Earlstoun 59;
Yarlhouse 208
Edinburgh 73; Evelick 153;
Killunaig 39; Mantle Walls 160;
North Duntulm 109;
Old Belses Farm 160; Rona 114;
Tokavaig 116; Ulva 49;
see also cattle sheds
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Clachan-Seil (A & B), survey 50
Clackmannanshire 57–8, 211
Clatt (Aberdeens): Percylieu Farm 15;
Whitehaugh 15
clay pipes 19, 87, 115, 170, 171, 175
cleits 185, 201
Clune (Aberdeens) 20, 21
coach house 181
coffins 145, 149
coin weight 155
coins
Roman 61, 73, 146
medieval 148, 151, 157–8, 161–2
post-medieval 78, 167, 179, 188
Coldingham (Borders):
Coldingham Priory 161; Woodville 161
Coldstream (Borders), Leet Haugh 161
Coll (A & B), Grishpoll Farm 33
Collace (P & K), Dunsinnan Hill 146
Colvend (D & G): Barcloy Hill 58;
Gutcher’s Isle 58; Lower Mark 58;
Newbarns Project 59;
Rough Firth 59
comb 87; see also weaving comb
Congash (Highld), cross 200
Conon Bridge (Highld):
Braes of Conon 118;
Conon Bridge School 118;
Mulchaich Farm 118–19
Contin (Highld): Strathconon Project 101;
Torrachilty 101–2
Convinth (Highld), Coulachy 110
Cornhill (Aberdeens), Muirlake Farm 18
Corrour Old Lodge (Highld),
survey 108, 109
Corstorphine (Edin): Clerwood 73;
Corstorphine Hill 73, 75;
Kirk Loan 77
Cottown (P & K), Old Schoolhouse 159
Coulin (Highld), surveys 105–6, 113
Coupar Angus (P & K):
Coupar Abbey 147; Glebe Field 147;
seal matrix 147
Cousland (Midloth),
Cruden Housing 121
coutersunk pebble 61
Covesea (Moray), carvings 200
Crail (Fife), Fife Ness 85, 86
Cramond (Edin): Brae Park 72;
The Glebe 79
crannog 47
Crathes (Aberdeens): flint scatter 12;
Nether Mills 12–13
Crathie (Highld), survey 111
Craw Stane 27
Creich (Highld), Acharry Moor 102
cremations
prehistoric:
Carlinwell 28; Fortrose 116;
Hill of Tuach 22, 23; Inverurie 22;
Newbarns 59;
Roeberry Barrow 142; Soutra 163;
Thurston Manor 65; Westray 142
Roman:
Inveresk 67
not dated:
Pennyfuir 48
Crichton (Midloth), strap end 121
Crieff (P & K): Beauly–Denny power line
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147–8; Monzie churchyard 148
cross-slabs: Congash 200;
Goodlyburn 204;
Kirkton of Foss 148; Sanday 133;
Sithean House 43
Crosskirk Broch (Highld),
burials 208, 210
Crossraguel Abbey (S Ayrs) 174
Crubbenmore (Highld), Etteridge 111
crucibles 74, 79, 119, 124, 157
Culross (Fife): Culross Palace 87; pin 87
Culsh (Aberdeens), cemetery 25
Culswick (Shet), broch 197
Cults (Aberdeens): Cairnlee Avenue East
11–12; Loirsbank Road 12
Cults (Fife), churchyard 87
Culzean Castle (S Ayrs),
excavation and survey 174
Cumbernauld (N Lans),
Antonine Wall 129
Cumbrae (N Ayrs), Penmachrie 127
cup marks:
Aberdeenshire 20, 24, 26
Argyll & Bute 46–7, 50, 196–7
Fife 202
Highland 101, 119
Moray 124
Perth & Kinross 147
Stirling 178, 180
Currie (Edin): Gowanhill Farm 71;
Kinauld Tannery 71;
Malleny House 71–2
cursus 59
dagger 124
dairies 63, 101
Dalchork (Highld), Dalchork Forest 112
Dale (Highld), burial 208
Dallas (Moray), Lonehill 124
Dalmeny (Edin), trial trenching 81
dams: Ben Aigan 123; Brucklaw 19–20;
Casaiche How 15; Glasgow 89;
Rosarie 123, 124; Rum 201;
Sawmill Wood 16
Daviot (Aberdeens),
Loanhead of Daviot 16
Daviot (Highld), Gask House 102
deer-traps 201
Deerness (Orkney),
Brough of Deerness 139, 140
Delting (Shet), Laggan-Tormore 169–70
Delvine (P & K), fort 145, 146
Dingwall (Highld): Craig Wood 102;
Cromartie Memorial Car Park 103;
Knock Farril 104, 105;
Old Parish Church 103; road 92, 110
Dirleton (E Loth): Dirleton Castle 63;
Renaissance Club Golf Course 63
disc, sandstone 172
distilleries 32, 83, 119; see also stills
docks 120
Dollar (Clacks), Dollar Glen 57, 58
Dores (Highld): Baravanish 103;
Farr Old Pumphouse 103
Dornoch (Highld): Argyle Street 103;
Hilton 104; Pitgrudy 104
Douglas (S Lans), coalyard 176
Doune (Highld), Strath Oykel 111
Dowally (P & K), Dowally Burn 148–9

Dreghorn (N Ayrs), Primary School 128
dress fitting 158
drinking horn 94
drove road 40–1
Drumchapel (Glasgow),
Drumchapel Woods 91
Drummond Hill (Highld), survey 120
Drumtochty (Aberdeens), survey 17
Dryburgh Abbey (Borders) 165–6
Duffus (Moray): cists 209;
Clarkly Hill 124
Dull (P & K): Camserney Burn 148;
Carse Farm 148
Dumbarton (W Duns):
Drumoyne 182–3:
Dumbarton Castle 183
Dumfries & Galloway 9, 58–61, 211
Dun (Angus), Gilrivie 30
Dunbar (E Loth): Bleachingfield 64;
Spott Road 64;
Town House/Tollbooth 64
Dunbeath (Highld), burial 208
Dundee: Balgay Park 61;
Broughty Ferry 61; Meadowside 62;
Treasure Trove 211
Dunfermline (Fife): Carnegie Library 87;
St Margaret’s Stone 202
Dunkeld (P & K), Griffin Wind Farm 154
Dunning (P & K), Balquhandy Forest 149
Dunnottar Castle (Aberdeens) 16
Dunoon (A & B): Bullwood 33–4;
Coylet 33; Innellan Hill 34;
Toward Taynuilt 34;
Victoria Parade 34
Duns (Borders), Cookburn Farm 162
duns: Ardnamurchan 94; Arduaine 50;
Castle Dounie 54;
Dun a’Choin Duibh 55, 56;
Dun na Muirgheidh 38;
Langwell 102; Tighchuig 109;
Tor Alvie 93
Durris (Aberdeens), survey 16–17
Dyce (Aberdeens): airport 11;
Upper Kirkton 11
dye works 76, 90
Eaglesham (E Rens): Cross Keys 70;
East Revoch Farm 70; The Orry 70
Earl’s Palace (Orkney) 131
Earlstoun Castle (D & G) 59
earth-houses 209, 210
Eassie and Nevay (Angus),
Balgownie Mill 30
East Ayrshire 62
East Burra (Shet), survey 172–3
East Kilbride (S Lans),
Montgomery Street 176
East Linton (E Loth): Mill Wynd 68–9;
Smeaton Barn 69
East Lothian 63–70, 211
East Renfrewshire 70–1
Eastwood (E Rens), High School 70–1
Echt (Aberdeens), Westhill 17
Eday (Orkney), Green 131, 132
Eddleston (Borders), Bellfield Road 162
Edinburgh: Acheson House 72;
Brigend Farm 72;
Brunstane Cottages 72–3;
Catstane 196, 197;

index
Clermiston Tower 73; Craigmillar 73;
Craigroyston Pitches 73;
Edinburgh Castle 73;
Fettes College 74–5;
Forth Replacement Crossing 80–2;
George Heriot’s School 75;
Hawthornvale 74;
Hermitage Drive 75;
Holyrood Park 75–6;
Inglis Green Road 76;
James Gillespie’s High School 76;
King’s Church Hall 76;
Liberton House 77;
Liberton Tower Lane 77;
The Liquid Room 79;
Logie Green Road/Beaverbank Place 77;
Mary Erskine School 77;
Melville Street 77; Newcraighall 77–8;
Nicolson Square Methodist Church
and Epworth Halls 78;
Niddrie Burn Restoration Scheme 78;
Old College Quadrangle 73, 74;
Parliament House Gas Main 78;
Parliament Square 78;
Piershill Square East and West 78;
Princes Street 79;
Treasure Trove 212;
West Silvermills Lane 79;
Whitehouse Loan and Newbattle
Terrace 79; Whitehouse Road 80;
see also Balerno; Corstorphine;
Cramond; Currie; Dalmeny; Gilmerton;
Kirkliston; Leith; Long Hermiston;
Portobello; Queensferry
Edrom (Borders),
Reedy Loch Steading 162
Egilsay (Orkney), Howan 133, 134
Eilean Aoidhe (A & B), Stillaig 36–7
Eisg Brachaidh (Highld), survey 113
Elgin (Moray), excavation 125
enclosures
prehistoric:
Cnoc an Rath 52, 53;
Delting 169, 170; Evie 132;
Forteviot 149–50;
Hill of Tuach 22, 23;
Inverness 107; Kinrara 93;
Little Bernera 190; Orkney 131;
Sheriffside Farm 70
ecclesiastical sites:
Deer 25; Drumtochty 17;
Fortingall 151; Lismore 51;
St Abb’s 161; St Serf’s Island 157
medieval/post-medieval:
An Leacann 37; Ballybrennan 55;
Balquhandy Forest 149;
Broo 170, 171; Coylet 33;
Creich 102; Eilean Aoidhe 37;
Eisg Brachaidh 113;
Falgunzeon 60;
Gleann Dubh 178;
Glen Drian 95; Glen Kinglas 51–2;
Glenfeshie Estate 93;
Glenfinnan 96; Glenshellish 57;
Glenshero Estate 111;
Innellan Hill 34; Kilbeg 116;
Killunaig 39, 40, 42;
Kilpatrick 41, 42; Kinnoir Wood 21;
Kinrara 93; Knockando 126;

Laid 104; Largiemore 36;
Mauld Forest 110;
Mulchaich Farm 119;
North Lossat 60; North Uist 187;
Peterhead Enclosure 145;
Rhynie 27; Rosarie 123;
Sròn Daraich 43; Tamhnich 35;
Tokavaig 116; Ulva 49;
Upper Kilpatrick Farm 43;
Wyvis 110
not dated:
Achork 106; Amat 111;
Ardvorlich Estate 147;
Aultmore 125; Bridge of Orchy 34;
Brucklaw 19;
Clermiston Tower 73;
Cormonachan 51;
Corstorphine 73;
Crubbenmore 111; Drumtochty 17;
East Burra 172; Gairloch 105;
Islay 45; Killunaig 39;
Maol na Mointeach 42;
South Ronaldsay 139;
Wakefield 168; West Burra 172
Erskine (Rens), Whitemoss Fort 159
Eskbank (Midloth), Orchard View 121
Evelick Castle (P & K) 153
Evie (Orkney), survey 132
Falkirk 82–4, 212
Falkirk (Falk): distillery 83;
Laurieston 83–4; Mumrills 84;
Old Parish Churchyard 83;
Rough Castle 83
fanks 49, 52, 95, 96, 110
Farr (Highld), Old Pump House 103
felsite quarrying 173
Fendoch (P & K): evaluation 152;
Fort Cottage 152
Fenwick (E Ayrs), Creelshaugh Road 62
Fetlar (Shet), Fetlar Breakwater 172
Fetteresso (Aberdeens):
Kempstone Hill 17;
Meikle Carewe Wind Farm 17;
survey 19–20
field systems
prehistoric 99, 101, 137;
Roman 66, 67
medieval/post-medieval 114
post-medieval 26, 81, 102, 104, 170
not dated 42, 104, 110, 111, 146–7
Fife 9, 80–2, 84–8, 212
finger rings
Roman 57, 124
medieval 142, 153, 154–5
post-medieval 155–6
Fintray (Aberdeens), Balbithan project 17
fire pond 24
Firth (Orkney), survey 132–3
fish drying hut 190
fish-traps 114, 199
flints see lithics
floor tiles 10, 165
Fodderty (Highld):
Heights of Inchvannie 104; road 92
Forfar (Angus), St James Road 30
Forglen (Aberdeens),
Burnside of Whitefield 18, 204
Forse (Highld), burial 208

Fort Augustus (Highld):
Allt Doe hydro-electric scheme 98–9;
Tor Dhuin 120
Fort William (Highld), Dun Deardail 120
Forteviot (P & K):
churchyard excavation 149;
cropmark complex 149–50;
Haly Hill 150;
Manse and Paddock 150, 151;
village survey 150
Forth Replacement Crossing (Fife) 80–2
Fortingall (P & K), Culdee project 151
Fortrose (Highld), Ness Gap 116
forts
Iron Age:
Delvine 145, 146;
Dun da Lamh 112
Pictish:
Knock Farril 104, 105;
Ord Hill 104–5
post-medieval:
Cromwell’s Fort 107–8;
Fort Charlotte 172; Leith 75
not dated:
Callendar Wood 84;
Castlehill Wood 84;
Keir Plantation 84; Langwell 102;
Laudale House 114
see also duns; forts/camps, Roman;
hillforts/promontory forts
forts/camps, Roman:
Adamslie 63; Bertha 158;
Black Hill 143; Carzield 60–1;
Castlecary 83; Inchtuthil 146;
Inveresk 66–7; Kinneil 82;
Malling 179, 180; Newstead 165;
Whitemoss 159
Foulis Castle (Highld) 110
foundry, Glasgow 90, 91
four post structures 107
Fowlis Wester (P & K),
pendant cross 152
Fraserburgh (Aberdeens),
Kinnaird Head Castle 18
Fyvie (Aberdeens): Fyvie Castle 18, 19;
overhead line 19
Gairloch (Highld): Arrowdale House 105;
Badachro 105
Galashiels (Borders), Easter Langlee 165
Galston (E Ayrs), Sornhill 62
gaming board 164
Gamrie (Aberdeens), Briar Rose 19
gaol 64
gardens/garden features:
Acheson House 72; Amisfield 64;
Castle Fraser 15;
Dalmarnock House 90; Dirleton 63;
Douglas 176; Eastwood 71;
Fyvie Castle 18, 19;
Geilston House 33;
Hopetoun House 183;
Leslie House 88; Newhailes 67;
Pitmedden 28; Stirling 180, 181;
Tolquhon Castle 28
Gartosh (N Lans),
Mount Ellen Golf Club 129
Garvald (E Loth), White Castle 64
Gills (Highld), Upper Gills 99
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Gilmerton (Edin), Drum Street 73
Girvan (S Ayrs), gas pipeline 174
Glamis (Angus): Glamis Mill 30–1;
St Orland’s Stone 31
Glasgow: Barrowfield Weaving Sheds 89;
Clayslap Mills 89;
Commonwealth Games Village 89–90;
Easterhouse 91;
Glasgow Cathedral 90;
Possilpark iron foundry 90, 91;
post-war architecture 198;
see also Cadder; Carmunnock;
Drumchapel; Govan; Rutherglen
Glass (Aberdeens), kirk 19
glass vessels
Iron Age 140, 144
early medieval 27
post-medieval 73–4, 115–16, 171
glasshouses 64, 189
Gleann Dubh (Stirlg), survey 178
Glen Beich (Stirlg),
cup-marked stones 178
Glen Kinglas (A & B), Allt a’Chnoic 51–2
Glen Lochay (Stirlg), survey 178, 179
Glen Moriston (Highld), Balnacarn 118
Glen Shervie (P & K),
hydro-electric scheme 155
Glenbranter (A & B), Auchabracaid 56
Gleneraig (Highld), longhouse 97
Glenfeshie Estate (Highld), survey 93, 94
Glenfinnan (Highld), Abhainn Slatach 96
Glenisla (Angus), Kilry church 9
Glenluce (D & G), Kiln Croft 61
Glenorchy (A & B), Auch estate 34
Glenrothes (Fife) 198
Glenshellish (A & B): Braighlinne 56;
Sron Criche 56–7
Glenshiel (Highld), Allt Ratagan Bridge 106
Golspie (Highld): Achork 106;
Littleferry 106
Goodlyburn Cross (P & K), recording 204
Govan (Glasgow): Cathcart Road 91;
Gushetfaulds 91
granaries 13
Grangemouth (Falk), Union Canal 84
Grantshouse (Borders), Penmanshiel 161
gravestones 40, 83, 87, 128
Greenock (Inver), James Watt Dock 120
Gruinard Estate (Highld), Achneigie 113
Gullane (E Loth): Muirfield Gate 63;
Saltcoats Road 63;
Templar Lodge Hotel 63

Tokavaig 116; Ulva 49; see also docks
harness pendant 158, 159
Harris (W Isles): Northton 185–6;
Rubh’ an Teampaill 186, 187;
Temple Bay 187
haystack base 51
henges: Forteviot 150; Quarrywood 127
Henzie Burn (P & K),
hydro-electric scheme 152
Highland 91–120, 208, 212
hillforts/promontory forts:
Abbey Craig 179; Ben Effrey 143–4;
Brough of Bigging 137;
Brown Caterthun 31;
Castle Craig 143, 144, 145;
The Chesters 63; Corstorphine 73, 75;
Craig Phadrig 120;
Drummond Hill 120;
Dun da Lamh 120; Dun Deardail 120;
Dunsinnan Hill 146; Tor Dhuin 120;
Traprain Law 69; White Castle 64;
see also duns; forts
Hillhead (Highld), human bones 208, 210
Hopetoun Estate (W Loth),
watching brief 183
horse burials 67, 70, 115–16
horse engine platforms 101
horse gin 162
hospital, medieval 162
houses
prehistoric 139
Mesolithic 12–13, 81
Neolithic 131, 132, 134, 135, 136
Neolithic/Bronze Age 170
Viking 139, 140
see also blackhouses; hut circles;
longhouses; roundhouses;
wheelhouses
Howe (Orkney), burials 209
Hoy (Orkney): Green Hill 209; Lyness 141
human bones 208–10
Huntly (Aberdeens): Avochie South 1 20;
Bin Forest 13–14; Clune 20, 21;
Kinnoir Wood 21
hut circles: Achork 106; Balbithan 17;
Croick 111; Garynahine 191;
Glen Drian 95; Glengeouillie 99;
Inverness 106; Kilbeg 116;
Laga Estate 96; Little Bernera 190;
Mauld Forest 110;
Sands of Forvie 27; Torrachilty 101–2;
Upper Kilpatrick Farm 44

Auldhame 197; Dryburgh 166;
Lennel 161; Lochranza 128;
Perth 156; Peterhead Enclosure 145;
Tarbolton 175
not dated:
Forteviot 149;
Rubh’an Teampaill 186–7
see also human bones
Innerleithen (Borders),
Nether Horsburgh Tower 163
Innerwick (E Loth), Thurston Manor 65
Insch (Aberdeens): Denwell Road 21;
Whitehall Road 21–2
Inverar (P & K), hydro-electric scheme 152
Inverbervie (Aberdeens), Castleview 13
Inverclyde 120
Inveresk (E Loth): Eskmills 65–6;
fort 66–7; Inveresk Lodge 66;
Inveresk Village Road 66;
Newhailes 67; Smeaton Grove 68
Inverfarigaig (Highld), bridge 99
Invergowrie (P & K), primary school 154
Inverlochlarig (Stirlg), survey 177
Inverness (Highld):
Castlefield Heights 106;
Caulfield Road South 106;
Clachandreggy 106–7;
Craig Phadrig 120;
East Beechwood Farm 107;
Flood Relief Channel 107;
Huntly Street 107; Ness Castle 108;
Oil Terminal 107–8
Inverurie (Aberdeens):
Aberdeen Woods 14–15;
Burnhervie 22; gas pipeline 15;
Stonefield Place 22
Iona (A & B): Iona Abbey 38, 39, 196;
Sithean House 43; Sligneach Croft 43
iron ore 172
ironworks 91
Irvine (N Ayrs): Bridgegate 128;
East Road/High Street 128
Islay (A & B): Airigh Ghuaidhre 44, 45;
Storakaig 45, 46

hacksilver 104
Haddington (E Loth): Alderston Mains 64;
Amisfield Walled Garden 64;
Begbie Farm Steading 65;
Victoria Park 65;
Whittinghame Drive 65
haematite 132
Halkirk (Highld), Achies 106
Hamilton (S Lans): Cadzow Castle 176;
Motehill Pumping Station 176
hammerstones 131, 136, 179
harbours/jetties/nausts: Campbeltown 32;
Dun na Muirgheidh 38; Fife Ness 85;
John o’ Groats 99; Kerrera 48;
Kilpatrick 42, 43; Rona 114;
Rosyth 80–1; South Queensferry 72;

ice-house 78
Inchaffray Abbey (P & K), ring 154–5
Inchcolm Abbey (Fife) 85
Inchtuthil fortress (P & K) 146
Inchyra (P & K), Tofthill Farm 158, 159
Ingshowe (Orkney), human bones 209
inhumations
prehistoric:
Inveresk 66; Orkney 138;
Roeberry Barrow 142;
Rothes 126; Westray 142
Roman:
Inveresk 66–7
Viking:
Ardnamurchan 94; Auldhame 197
medieval/post-medieval:

kale yards 49, 50, 109, 116, 143
Keir Plantation (Fife), fort 84
Keith (Moray), Balloch 125–6
kelp beds 199
kelp burning pits 40, 43
Kelso (Borders): Croall Bryson & Co 163;
Ferneyhill Toll 162; Kelso Abbey 164
Kenmore (P & K): Taymouth Drive 152–3;
water treatment works 152
Kerrera (A & B), Torbhain Mor 48
Kettins (P & K), Greenburns 9
Kilcreggan (A & B): Portkill Cottage 54;
Portkill Lodge 54
Killearnan (Highld): road 92; survey 108
Kilmartin (A & B): Achnabreck 196–7;
Barnlunich 46; Cedar Lodge 46;
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Jedburgh (Borders): Health Centre 163;
Richmond Row 163; Ridgevale 163
jetons 155, 184
John Preston wreck (Highld) 91–2
Johnstonebridge (D & G):
Dinwoodie House Hotel 58;
Lochbrow 59

index
Creag a’Mhadaidh 46;
Creag nam Braithrean 46–7;
Maol Achadh-bheinn 47;
power line renewal 47;
Raslie Burn settlement 47;
Temple Wood 47
Kilmichael Glassary (A & B):
Braevallich hydro-electric scheme 47;
Loch Glashan 47, 48;
power line renewals 47
Kilmonivaig (Highld),
Abercalder Woods 108
Kilmorack (Highld), Tighchuig 109
Kilmuir Easter (Highld), road 92
kilns
corn-drying:
Ardvorlich Estate 146, 147;
Balgownie 30; Balliemore 36;
Birnie 122; Braighlinne 56;
Broadford 117; Broo 171;
Clachan-Seil 50; Conon Bridge 118;
Coulachy 110; Gleann Dubh 178;
Kilbeg 116; Kilpatrick 40;
Mulchaich Farm 119; Rosarie 123;
St Serf’s Island 157;
Strathconon 101; Tamhnich 35
lime:
Bannock Burn 182; Islay 45;
Kirkliston 81, 82
pottery/tile:
Inveresk 65–6; North Berwick 68
not specified:
Islay 45; Paisley 159
Kiltarlity (Highld): Belladrum 110;
Coulachy 110; Mauld Forest 110
Kiltearn (Highld), road 92
Kilwinning (N Ayrs): Abbey Tower 129;
old parish church 129
Kincardine (Highld): Achnahanet 110–11;
Amat 111; Croick 111
Kingussie (Highld),
Glenfeshie Estate 93, 94
Kinloch (Fife), Kinloch House 85
Kinloch Distillery 32
Kinneil (Falk): fortlet 82; Kinneil House 83
Kinnesswood (P & K), plaque 156
Kinross (P & K): Channel Farm 155;
Classlochie Farm 153;
Kinross House 153;
Lochleven Castle 154
Kintore (Aberdeens), Hill of Tuach 22, 23
Kirkcaldy (Fife), Ravenscraig Castle 87
Kirkcolm (D & G), North Lossat 60
Kirkcudbright (D & G), Isle House 60
Kirkgunzeon (D & G), Falgunzeon Farm 60
Kirkintilloch (E Duns):
Forth & Clyde Canal 62; Watermains 63
Kirkliston (Edin): Clifton Hall School 80;
Humbie Farm 81, 82; Milrig Farm 82;
Newbridge 80;
Newbridge Industrial Estate 80;
Overton Farm 82;
Pepperwood Cottage 80
Kirkmahoe (D & G), Carzield 60–1
Kirkton of Foss (P & K),
graveyard survey 148
Knapdale (A & B): Castle Dounie 54;
Druim an Duin 54;
Dun a’Choin Duibh 55, 56

knife handle 119
knives felsite 173 iron 94, 124
Knock Castle (N Ayrs) 129
Knockando (Moray), Elchies 126
knocking stone 35
Knowe of Taft (Orkney), cists 209
Laggan (Highld): Dun da Lamh 120;
Glenshero Estate 111;
overhead line 111; Spey Dam 111–12
Laid (Highld), survey 104
Lamberton (Borders),
Lamberton Holdings 166
Lambsdale Leans (Highld), burials 208
lamps 120, 124
Lanark (S Lans): Lesserlinn Farm 177;
Memorial Hall 177;
new cemetery location 177;
Whiteside 177
Largiemore (A & B), An Socach 36
Largs (N Ayrs), Rockland Park 129
Lasswade (Midloth): High School 121;
Mavisbank House 121
Latheron (Highld): Burn of Whilk 112;
Latheronwheel 112–13
lazy beds 36, 48, 49, 57, 113, 114, 190
lead smelting 167
leatherwork 79
Legerwood (Borders), Whitslaid Farm 164
Leith (Edin): Fort House 75;
Poplar Lane/Salamander Place 78–9
Lennel (Borders),
Old Parish Churchyard 161–2
Lerwick (Shet), Fort Charlotte 172
Leslie (Aberdeens), Correen Hills 23–4
Leslie (Fife), Leslie House 87–8
Lesmahagow (S Lans): Bereholm 177;
Broken Cross North 177
Leuchars (Fife), Dovecot Field 88
Lewis (W Isles):
Baile an Truiseil wind energy project
185; Callanish 191, 192–3, 194;
Cnip 210; Cnoc Airigh Mhic Crishnidh
185; Eaglais na h-Aoidhe 189;
Galson 210; Garynahine Estuary 191;
Lews Castle 189; Little Bernera 190;
Mealasta 194;
Pentland Road wind turbine 189–90;
Tolsta 190; Tràigh na Beirigh 194, 195
linen smoother 139
Lingro (Orkney), human bones 209
Linlithgow (W Loth): Burgh Halls 183–4;
Sports Centre 184
lintel 134
Lismore (A & B): Port Moluag 51;
power line 51
lithics
prehistoric:
Ayr 174; Bridge of Don 11;
Chapel of Garioch 15; Kildalloig 32
Mesolithic:
Balbithan 17; Crathes 12–13;
Harris 187; Inveresk 66;
Islay 45, 46; Rosyth 80;
Tràigh na Beirigh 195
Neolithic:
Inveresk 66; Inverness 107;
Orkney 132, 136; Perth 156;
White Castle 64; Whitemoss 159

Neolithic/Bronze Age:
Carnwath 176; Crieff 148;
Edinburgh 78
Bronze Age:
Pitmedden 28; White Castle 64
not dated:
Bin Forest 14; Crathes 12–13;
Ednie Wind Farm 27; Orkney 142;
Wakefield 168 see also axes
Little Bernera (W Isles), survey 190
Loch Arklet (Stirlg), evaluation 177–8
Loch Borralan (Highld),
chambered cairn 97, 98
Loch Glashan (A & B), logboat 47, 48
lochans 43
Lochaweside (A & B), recording 36
Lochbroom (Highld), surveys 113
Lochcarron (Highld), surveys 105–6, 113
Lochgelly (Fife), Little Raith Wind Farm 85
Lochgoilhead (A & B), Cormonachan 51
Lochindorb (Highld), castle 202
Lochleven Castle (P & K) 154
logboat 47, 48
Logie Easter (Highld), road 92
Logie Wester (Highld), road 92
Logiealmond (P & K), Little Glenshee 154
Long Hermiston (Edin), Hermiston 71
Longforgan (P & K), Market Knowe 154
longhouses: Balliemore 36; Gleann
Dubh 178; Gleneraig 97;
Glengeouillie 99; Islay 45; Kerrera 48;
Orkney 130; Tamhnich 35; Trondra 172
Longside (Aberdeens),
Middleton of Rora 24
Luss (A & B): Colquhoun Arms Hotel 52;
Glenview 52
macehead 140
Macmerry (E Loth), railway station 68
Manse of Harray (Orkney),
human bones 209
Marnoch (Aberdeens): cemetery 24;
cup-marked stone 24
Marwick (Orkney), surveys 129, 130
masons’ marks 88, 100, 103, 156
mass dial 85
Maybole (S Ayrs), gas pipeline 174
Meigle (P & K), churchyard 155
Meikleour (P & K), Hallhole Farm 146
Melrose (Borders): crematorium 165;
gas pipeline 164;
Melrose Abbey 164, 165;
Melrose Abbey Priory Farm 165;
museum 164–5
Menmuir (Angus),
Brown Caterthun hillfort 31
Methlick (Aberdeens): Gurgedyke Wood 24;
Haddo House 24, 25
Methven (P & K), Tops of Leadnock 155
Midlothian 121–2, 212
Millour Hill Wind Farm (N Ayrs) 127
mills
bobbin:
Glamis 31
grain:
Aberdeen 10; Aultmore 125;
Balgownie 30; Bonnyton 26;
Clayslap 89; Eaglesham 70;
Fife Ness 86
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paper:
Balerno Mill 71
snuff:
Clayslap 89
textile:
Barrowfield 89; Clayslap 89;
Eaglesham 70; Forfar 30;
Glamis 30–1; Rutherglen 90
timber:
Ardvorlich Estate 146; Bonnyton 26
not specified:
East Burra 172; Kildavie 49;
Killunaig 39; Linlithgow 184;
Old Belses Farm 160;
Perth 159; West Burra 172
millstones 30
Milnathort (P & K): Burleigh Castle 155;
finger ring 155–6
Mine Howe (Orkney), burials 209
mining sites 46, 47, 78, 200
moated site 108
Moffat (D & G), Grey Mare’s Tail 60, 61
Molly, shipwreck 96
Monkton (S Ayrs), Main Street 174–5
Montrose (Angus): Bridge Street 31;
Dungman’s Tack 31; Newbigging 31;
The Stables 31
Moray 122–7, 209, 212
mortar, stone 22
Morvern (Highld): Eilean Chulaig 113;
Laudale House 113, 114
motte 110
mould 119
mounts 106, 124, 139
Muir of Ord (Highld), road 92
Mull (A & B): Airigh a’Bhreac Laoigh 37;
Airigh Mhic Cribhain 37;
Airigh na Stainge 37; An Leacann 37;
Benmore 57; Bunessan 42;
Clachan Fhalbhain 37, 38;
Cnoc nam Piob 38;
Cul Dunsmeorach 38; Dererach 38;
Derryguaig 57; Dhiseig 57;
Dun na Muirgheidh 38; Kildavie 49, 50;
Killunaig Croft 39;
Killunaig Farm 39–40, 42;
Kilpatrick 40, 41–2, 43;
Maol na Mointeach 42;
Sròn Daraich/An Slugan 43;
Tighe Mhoir 43;
Upper Kilpatrick Farm 43–4;
see also John Preston wreck
musket balls 78, 167
Musselburgh (E Loth):
North High Street 67–8;
Primary Health Care Centre 66–7
Nairn (Highld),
Balmakeith Industrial Estate 114
Ness of Burgi (Shet) 196
Netlater (Orkney), human bones 209
New Deer (Aberdeens):
Bonnykelly 25; Culsh 25
Newbigging (S Lans), quarry 176
Newhills (Aberdeens), Kingswells 11
Newstead Roman fort (Borders) 165
Newtonmore (Highld), Station Road 111
Nigg (Aberdeens): Balmoral Park 11;
Ness Farm and Tullos Hill 11;
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Philiphaugh (Borders), battle site 167
pigments 140
pilgrimage route 92–3
pillbox 93
pin head 151
pin mould 119
þing site 53
pins
bone 114, 115, 119, 136, 139
disc-headed 110
ring-headed 87, 94, 124, 144–5
see also pin head; pin mould
piscina 122
pit alignments 81, 85
pitchstone 33, 132, 140
Pitmedden (Aberdeens), garden 28
pivot stones 185
planticrubs 172; see also kale yards
Oathlaw (Angus): Battledykes 9;
plaque, medieval 156
Finavon Hill 31
plastics factory 76
Oban (A & B): Dunollie House 48;
Gallanach Road 48; Pennyfuir 48–9; plough marks 59, 80, 81, 82, 163;
see also ard marks
power line renewal 49
Pluscarden (Moray), Croy 125
Old Deer (Aberdeens):
polishing stones 70, 94
Book of Deer project 25;
Port Appin (A & B), Achnacone Cottage 51
Deer Abbey 25, 165;
Port Glasgow (Inver),
West Knock wind cluster 25
Newark Castle 120
Old Kilpatrick (W Duns):
Port of Menteith (Stirlg):
Northern Marine Management 183;
Malling Roman fort 179, 180;
South Canal Bank 183
Upper Glenny 180
Old Machar (Aberdeens), Silverburn 11
Portmoak (P & K), West Brackley Farm 157
Old Rayne (Aberdeens):
Cromwellside 26; Mill of Bonnyton 26 Portobello (Edin): High School 79;
Joppa Salt Pans 76;
Old Scatness (Shet), human bones 210
Marlborough Street 77;
Old Stirkoke (Highld), human bones 208
Towerbank Primary School 79
organ 9
pottery
Orkney 129–42, 209, 212
prehistoric:
Ousdale Broch (Highld), burial 208
Bridge of Don 11;
Oxnam (Borders),
Chapel of Garioch 15; Nairn 114
Rennieston Farm Steading 166
Neolithic:
Oxtro Broch (Orkney), cist 209
Inverness 107; Kinloch 85;
Oyne (Aberdeens):
Orkney 132, 134–5, 136, 140;
Bennachie Landscapes 25, 26;
Queensferry 81
gas pipeline 15
Neolithic/Bronze Age:
Crieff 148; Delting 170
Paddockhaugh (Moray), excavation 122
Beaker:
Paisley (Rens), abbey 159
Bin Forest 14; Broadford 117, 118;
palisaded features: Battledykes 9;
House of Bruar 145;
Ben Effery 144; Castle Craig 144;
Rothes 126; Soutra 163
Delvine 145, 146;
Bronze Age:
East Beechwood Farm 107;
Carlinwell 28; Fortrose 116;
Forteviot 150; Monkton 175;
Hill of Tuach 22; Inverurie 22
Rhynie 27; White Castle 64
Bronze Age/Iron Age:
patera 144
Lochranza 128
peat cutting features:
Iron Age:
Aberdeenshire 13
Broadford 117; Castlehill 122;
Argyll & Bute 37, 41, 42, 44, 48, 55
Clachtoll Broch 96; Nybster 119;
Highland 99, 113
Orkney 136;
Moray 124, 125, 126
Rubh’ an Teampaill 186
Scottish Borders 168
Roman:
Peebles (Borders), Edston Hill 166, 167
Carzield 61; Craw Stane 27;
pendants: silver 152; stone 119;
Mumrills 84
see also harness pendant
Viking:
Penicuik (Midloth), Penicuik House 121
Ardnamurchan 94
Perth (P & K): axe 159;
medieval:
Fair Maid’s House 156;
Benbecula 188; Dollar Glen 57;
St John’s Kirk 156; Town Lade 159
Dunfermline 87; Edinburgh 79;
Perth & Kinross 9, 142–59, 213
Fendoch 152; Inverurie 22;
Peterhead (Aberdeens),
Lesmahagow 177; Linlithgow 184;
Denholm Seafoods 26
Peterseat 11
North Ayrshire 127–9, 212
North Berwick (E Loth):
Lochbridge Road 68;
North Berwick Priory 68;
St Andrew’s Kirk 68
North Kessock (Highld), Ord Hill 104–5
North Lanarkshire 129
North Middleton (Midloth),
Temple Quarry 121
North Roe (Shet), survey 173
North Ronaldsay (Orkney),
Broch of Burrian 209
North Uist (W Isles): A865 spinal road 187;
An Corran 210; Udal 210
Nybster (Highld), broch 119

index
South Ayrshire 175
Rosneath 54; Spynie 127
Stirling 180
medieval–post-medieval:
ring cairns 16, 154
Deer Abbey 165;
roads/trackways
Melrose Abbey 165
Roman:
post-medieval:
Kinneil 82; Peebles 166, 167
Broo 171; Dundee 62;
medieval:
Edinburgh 74, 79; Gleneraig 97;
Ross-shire 92–3, 108, 110;
Laggan 111–12; Tarbolton 175
Wallace Road 143
preaching stance 36
post-medieval:
Premnay (Aberdeens), Burryhillock 26
Aberdeen Woods 14; Fendoch 152;
Prestonpans (E Loth), Wilson Avenue 69
Kinneil 82; Lairg–Laxford 104;
Prestwick (S Ayrs), Main Street 175
Loch Arklet 177–8;
print works 90
North Middleton 121
printing equipment 74
not dated:
pumice 132, 169, 185
Balloch 126; Ben Aigan 123;
punches 124
Cadger Road 143; Forteviot 150;
Fortingall 151; Killearnan/Tain 108;
quarries, Neolithic 136, 173
Knockando 126;
Quarrywood (Moray), henge 127
Maybole–Girvan pipeline 174;
quartz/quartzite 17, 22, 98, 131, 169, 170
Melrose 164; St Martins 9;
Queensferry (Edin): Builyeon Road 81;
Scone 9; Scootmore 126;
Dundas Castle Farms 81;
Sillyearn 125; Soutra 163;
Echline Cairns 82; Echline Fields 81;
Tokavaig 116 see also drove road
Hawes Pier 72
Roberton (S Lans), Townfoot Steading 177
quenching bath 85, 86
rock art, Neolithic 140; see also cup marks
querns
rock shelter 34
rotary 22
Rogart (Highld), Achork 106
saddle 15, 31, 119, 131, 134
Rona (Highld), Dry Harbour 114
Ronas Hill (Shet), chambered cairn 196
radiocarbon dates 205–6;
roof tiles 10, 68, 116, 185
Caird’s Cave 115, 205;
Clachtoll Broch 97; Crystal Rig II 69; Rosehall (Highld), surveys 102
Rosemarkie (Highld):
Hill of Tuach 22; Inverness 107;
Caird’s Cave 114–15, 205;
Knowe of Swandro 136; Laggan 112;
Marine Terrace 115, 116
Links of Noltland 142;
Rosneath (A & B), Easter Garth 54
Loch Glashan logboat 47;
North Berwick 68; Sheriffside Farm 70; Rosyth (Fife): Castlandhill 80; St
Margaret’s Wharf 80–1
Shetland Museum 206–7;
Storakaig 45, 46; Tràigh na Beirigh 195 Rothes (Moray): Golf Club 126;
Teindland 126–7
railways/stations: Aviemore 104;
Rothiemay (Moray), survey 127
Edinburgh 77; Govan 91;
round barrows 59, 134, 139
Jedburgh 163; Macmerry 68;
roundhouses: Ayre 209; Balbithan 17;
Pitfodels 10
Birnie 122; Brimsade 208;
Rannoch (P & K), Finnart 152
Brounade 208; Burrian Broch 209;
Ratagan (Highld), bridge 106
Clarkly Hill 124; Cnoc Stanger 208;
razor, bronze 22
Dubton Farm 29; Duffus 209;
Reay (Highld): burials 208; Dounreay 114
Evie 132; Green Hill 209;
Redgorton (P & K), Bertha Roman fort 158
Hillhead 208; Icegarth 209;
Renfrew (Rens), Town Hall 160
Inverness 107; Kettleburn 208;
Renfrewshire 159–60, 213
Knowe of Taft 209; Lingro 209;
Rennibister (Orkney), burials 209, 210
Manse of Harray 209;
Resolis (Highld), Craggan Cottage 114
Marwick 129, 130; Newark 209;
Rhynie (Aberdeens):
Nybster 119; Old Scatness 210;
Clashindarroch Forest 26;
Old Stirkoke 208; Orkney 137;
Drush Inn 26–7;
Oxtro 209; Pierowall Quarry 209;
Rhynie Environs Archaeological
Queensferry 81; Quoy Ness 209;
Project 27
Saverough 209; Shapinsay 209;
rig and furrow:
Skitten 208; Stackrue 209;
Aberdeenshire 11, 14, 16, 17, 21, 27
Strathconon 101; Tighchuig 109;
Angus 29
The Wag 208; Wester Broch 208;
Argyll & Bute 36, 41, 43, 47, 48, 49
Whitegate 208; Yarlhouse 208;
Borders 164, 165
see also hut circles; wheelhouses
Edinburgh 80
Rousay (Orkney): Gripps 209;
Fife 88
Knowe of Swandro 136, 137;
Highland 95, 96, 99, 104, 113, 116
Mid Howe broch 134, 209;
Midlothian 121
Mound of Brough 136–7;
Moray 125
Quandale 134
North Lanarkshire 129
rubbing stones 59, 131, 134
Orkney 129, 130, 134, 137

Rum (Highld), survey 201, 202
Rutherglen (Glasgow), cotton mill 90
St Abb’s Head (Borders): Kirk Hill 161;
St Abb’s Marine Station 161
St Andrews Castle (Fife) 88
St Fergus (Aberdeens), Ednie Wind Farm 27
St Kilda (W Isles), Hirta 185, 201
St Martins (P & K): Berryhill 9;
Birch cottage 9; Blairmuir Wood 9
St Ninian’s Isle (Shet), church 196
St Serf’s Island (P & K), priory 156, 157
Saline (Fife), Muirside Woods 88
salt works 76, 99, 100
Saltcoats (N Ayrs), Green Street 127
Sanday (Orkney): Appiehouse 133;
human bones 209, 210; Newark 209
Sandness (Shet), Norby 173
Sands of Forvie (Aberdeens), field visit 27
Saverough (Orkney), human bones 209, 210
saw pits 16, 51
Scone (P & K): Colen 158; Stormontfield 9
Scootmore (Moray), survey 126
Scottish Borders 160–8, 213
Scourd of Brouster (Shet) 196
sculpture: Carved Stone Programme 200;
Glenrothes 198; Howan 134;
Iona 38, 39; Melrose 164, 165;
see also architectural fragments;
cross-slabs; cup marks
seal matrices 147, 155
seals 30, 31
Shapinsay (Orkney): The Hillock 209;
survey 138
sheep, structures associated with:
An Leacann 37; Auchabracaid 56;
Bogside 23; Braighlinne 56;
Bridge of Orchy 34; Coulachy 110;
Dererach 38; Falgunzeon Farm 60;
Finnart 152; Gairloch 105;
Glen Drian 95; Glenfinnan 96;
Kildalloig 32–3; Knockando 126;
Laga Estate 96; Soutra 163;
Sron Criche 56–7; Tighe Mhoir 43;
Torrachilty 102; Ulva 49;
Wakefield 168; West Shiness 112
shell middens
Mesolithic 187, 188, 194, 195
Shetland 169–73, 196, 201, 206–7, 210, 213
shield boss 94
shielings
Argyll & Bute:
Ballybrennan 55; Braighlinne 56;
Bridge of Orchy 34; Largiemore 36;
Tamhnich Glen 36; Ulva 49;
Upper Kilpatrick Farm 43–4
Highland:
Ardmore 104; Coulin 105;
Eisg Brachaidh 113; Glen Drian 95;
Glenborrodale Estate 95;
Glenfeshie Estate 93;
Glenshero Estate 111; Kilbeg 116;
Laga Estate 96; Mauld Forest 110;
Rum 201; Strathconon 101;
West Shiness 112
Moray 124
Mull:
Airigh a’Bhreac Laoigh 37;
Airigh Mhic Cribhain 37;
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Airigh na Stainge 37
Perth & Kinross:
Ardvorlich Estate 147;
Camusvrachan 151; Finnart 152;
Henzie Burn 152 Stirling 178, 179
Western Isles 185, 189, 201
shipwrecks 91–2, 96, 197, 200
shooting butts/hides
28, 34, 93, 94, 124, 157
shooting lodge 108, 109
shrine fragment 164, 165
Sillyearn (Moray), survey 125
Skaill (Orkney),
surveys and excavation 130–1, 137
Skellister (Shet), standing stone 196
Skinnet (Highld), cross-slab 200
Skitten (Highld), human bones 208
Skye (Highld): Borve 116–17;
Broadford 118;
Broadford Medical Centre 117, 118;
Harlosh 104; Kilbeg 116;
Loch Snizort 199;
North Duntulm 109; Tokavaig 116
slag
prehistoric 11, 107, 124, 169
medieval 22, 79, 151
post-medieval 66, 79, 150
not dated 22, 94, 107, 122
smithy 150
Snabe Quarry (S Lans), evaluation 175
Soay (W Isles), survey 201
Sorbie (D & G), Cruggleton 61
souterrains: Airlie 9; Borve 117;
Broadford 117; Dubton Farm 29;
Kinloch 85; Mealasta 194;
Peterhead Enclosure 145; St Martins 9
South Ayrshire 173–5
South Lanarkshire 175–7, 213
South Ronaldsay (Orkney):
Banks chambered tomb 138;
SPEAR project 138, 139
South Uist (W Isles): Cill Donnain 210;
Cladh Hallan 210; Dun Vulan 210;
Frobost 188; Hornish Point 208, 210;
Loch Carnan 188–9; Ludag 189
South Walls (Orkney):
Hackness Battery 141;
Roeberry Barrow 141, 142
Soutra (Borders),
Soutra Quarry Extension 162–3
spade, Iron Age 206
spatulas, stone 140
spearheads, Viking 94, 197
spindle whorls 157, 209
Spott (E Loth), Crystal Rig II Wind Farm 69
spurs 124, 197
Spynie Palace (Moray) 127
square barrows 150
stables: Brodick Castle 128; Broo 171;
Castle Fraser 15; Corstorphine 77;
Fort House, Leith 75;
Hamilton Palace 176;
Saltcoats Farm 63;
Stirling Castle 181; Whiteside 177
Stack Woods (Highld), survey 104
Stackrue (Orkney), human bones 209
standing stones: Baileguish 93;
Beorgs of Housetter 196; Birnie 122;
Blackford 145; Callanish 192–4;
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Carlinwell 28; Carse Farm 148;
Catstane 196, 197;
Goodlyburn Cross 204; Islay 45;
Little Bernera 190; St Kilda 185;
Skellister 196; Ulva 49;
see also symbol stones
Stanydale (Shet), temple 196
steam engine 125
Stenness (Orkney):
Ness of Brodgar 140, 141; survey 132–3
Stewarton (E Ayrs), Dalry Road 62
stills: Ardvorlich Estate 147; Benmoor 57;
Camusvrachan 151;
Drumandarroch 101;
Glenfeshie Estate 93;
Mauld Forest 110; Sleat 116
Stirling 177–82, 213
Stirling (Stirlg): castle 181–2;
King’s Knot 180, 181;
public art recording 203
stock pens 20, 96, 102;
see also fanks; sheep, structures
associated with
stone circles: Callanish 192, 193–4;
Clune Wood 16; Culsh 25;
Hill of Tuach 22;
recumbent, survey 200;
St Colmac 53; Sands of Forvie 27;
Temple Wood 47
stone rows 192, 193
stone settings 191, 192–3, 194
Stonehaven (Aberdeens),
St Leonard’s Hotel 17
strap ends 121, 124
Strathconon (Highld), survey 101
Strathdon (Aberdeens), Bunzeach 27–8
Strathmartine (Angus),
Baldovan House 31
Stronsay (Orkney), Whitehall Broch 209
Sumburgh Head (Shet), survey 172
Survey of Places of Worship in Scotland 9
Swinton (Borders), Main Street 168
sword, Viking 94
symbol stones 27, 31, 133, 145
Tain (Highld): evaluation 118; road 92;
survey 108
Tamhnich (A & B), survey 35, 36
tanneries 71, 77
Tarbolton (S Ayrs),
parish church cemetery 175
Tealing (Angus), Coral Den 31
Temple (Midloth): church 122;
Temple House 121–2
textile, Norse 206, 207
Thorntonhall (S Lans), Peel Road 176
Thrumster (Highld): broch 120;
burial 208
tiles see floor tiles; roof tiles
timber circles 59, 147–8, 163
Tiree (A & B): architecture 203;
burials 208
Tolquhon Castle (Aberdeens) 28
Tongue (Highld), Rhitongue 118
Torness (Highld), evaluation 103
Torphichen (W Loth): Gormyre Hill 184;
preceptory 184
Torrieveach (Highld), burials 208
tramways 91

Tranent (E Loth): Falside Castle 69;
Seton 69; Seton Mains 69;
Well Wynd 69–70
Traprain (E Loth), Traprain Law 69
Treasure Trove 211–13
Trondra (Shet), survey 172–3
tubway 85
Tullynessle and Forbes (Aberdeens),
Correen Hills 23–4
Uddingston (S Lans),
Old Glasgow Road 175
Ulva (A & B), survey 49
Unst (Shet), Uyea 210
Unstan (Orkney), chambered tomb 131
Uplawmoor (E Rens), evaluation 71
Urquhart (Highld), road 92
vessels
metal 144, 188
stone 16, 111, 120, 142, 144
see also glass vessels
Virkie (Shet), East Shore 172
wagon fitting, Roman 161
Warebeth Broch (Orkney),
human bones 209
waterwheel 159
waterworks 90
weaving comb 120
wells: Ben Aigan 123; Campbeltown 32;
East Burra 172; Edinburgh 75, 78, 79;
Forglen 18; Glenborrodale Estate 95;
Haddo House 25; Innellan 33–4;
Perth 156; Port Moluag 51; Rona 114;
Scotlandwell 157; Stillaig 37; Ulva 49
West Burra (Shet), survey 172–3
West Dunbartonshire 182–3
West Linton (Borders), Wakefield 168
West Lothian 80–2, 183–4, 213
West Shiness (Highld), survey 112
Wester Broch (Highld), burials 208
Western Isles 185–95, 210, 213
Westray (Orkney): Knowe of Skea 209;
Links of Noltland 142;
Pierowall Quarry 209
Westruther (Borders),
Wedderlie Farm 168
wheelhouses 210
whetstone 94
Whitegate (Highld), human bones 208
Whithorn Priory (D & G) 196
Wick (Highld), burials 208
window glass 100, 149, 171, 174
witches marks 100
World War 1 structures: St Kilda 185;
Stonehaven 17
World War 2 structures: Aviemore 104;
Bunzeach 28; Delting 170; Dyce 11;
Glenfeshie Estate 93; Orkney 141;
Peterseat 11; Stonehaven 17
Wyre (Orkney),
Braes of Ha’Breck 134, 135–6
Wyvis Estate (Highld), survey 110
Yarlhouse Broch (Highld), burials 208
Yesnaby (Orkney), survey 137
Yester (E Loth): George Hotel 70;
Sheriffside Farm 70
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