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FREFACE, :

This, the first of a series of anmual reports, has been compiled for thé
purpose of keeping constituent Sccleties informed of recent and current
archaeological activities throughout the Region.  Secretaries of constituent
Societies are invited to co-operate in making these reports as comprehensive as
posaible by forwarding to the Group Secretary & note of excavations and Qiscoveries

q‘other than small finds) in their areas as they ococur. TFer reasons of space it has

II.

_ III,

Iv.

ot been possible to include in this number summaries ef excavations and discoveries
prior to 1946, though references.to some of the material published during the War
are given in the Bibliography.

THE FIELD SCHQOL,

At the last Council meeting Mr Reid expressed the need for a Field School
for training Secottish archaeologists and outlined certain proposals te that end.
The Council endorsed Mr Reid's views and appointed a committee consisting of the
President, Professor Piggott and Mr Reid, to invite the support cf' the four Seottish
Universities,” An excellent start has been made by o grant from Edinburgh University
of £100 for this year and a promise of £100 a year for the next five years, It is
preposed to inaugurate the School at ifilton this sumer under the direction of
kr John Clarke, :

REGIONAL GRCUP EXCURSION,

The summer excursion has been arranged for Saturday, 28th June 1947,
The Brech of Torwood will be visited together with Stirling Castle, the Church of th.
Holy Rude, the Guildhouses and Cambuskennsth Abbey, Full particulars will be
issued in due course.

DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATION TN 1946,
Where known, the publication in which a full .report of the discovery or
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excavation will appear 1s given after each item. .
» :;'

(1) ' The Roman fort at Loudon Hill, discovered by Dr St Joseph, lies on a

high plateau which is gradually being quarried away. Excavations by Dr St Joseph
TrEties—Robertsem were directed to obtaining as mich information as possible about
the site before the enorcachment area becomes too extensive.

Several occupational periods were found, The first phase (a) was
represented by & ditch 10 - 12 feet wide and 4 feet dsep which enclosed a large
part, perhaps the whole, ‘of the level summit of 4 acres, The ditoh was doubled
for part of one side. This enclosure was undoubtedly earlier than other -
structures on the site and may have been 2 campaign-fort. ‘' (b) Sibsequently the
occupied area was reduced to about half-by a cross-ditch dug from edge to edge of
the plateau. For the rest o the circuit the defences may have made use of the
ditch of the earliexr work. (¢) In the half of the area not occupied in phase
(b) & small fort, equipped with timber buildings was then established, This
-dnvolved the construction of new ditches across the plateau and already existing
defences Appear to have Jbeen re-used. The phases so far described are probably
Flavian in date.  (d) The remains of these early periods were oonsiderably
reduced by the oonstruotion, which involved some. levelling of the site, of a
3 = aore fort overlying all the works so far mentioned, but on the same alinement..
It is to this fort, of Antonine date, that nearly all the buildings discovered
belong, Four barrack blocks, o large granary and & main gate were exemined in some
detail. All the buildings were of wood and their plan was recovered by tracing
the sleeper=trenches that held the foundation timbers, Each barrack wis about
156 foet long and 25 feet broad and was subdivided intc mess-units 12 .feet square,
The granary (115 feet by 33 feet) was built on parallel cross-walls as at Fendoch.
The gate consisted of a double poytal flanked by guard-chanbers 10 feet square set

. in the thickness of the rampart.  The positions of the headquarters-building, of
one or two more barracks, and of other structures were also-determined anéd the
drainage=-system partly explored,  asntonine pottery was relatively small in
quantity compared with other Romon sites in Scetland, suggesting that the
occupation was not prolonged, Possibly the site was held for only one of the
three periods recognised on the Antonine Wall.,  However that may be, in-filled
sleeper-trenches. and-empty holes from which:the main gate-posts had been pulled N
out, pointed to deliberate demolition when the site was finally sbandoned. (T,G.A. &

(2) A Bronze Age oist was found at Hareshawmuir, Ferwick. (P.3,4,3,)
... CAITHNESS, : .
(1) Dr Curle resumed excavstion of the prehistoric catile~folds or wags at

Forse, The primary structure was circular, 47 feet in diameter, and surrounded by
a wall 5 feet thick, Beyond this was a turf Wall'on a 4 foot stone foundation
and a shallow ditch. The doorway was intect and was covered by a fire-{ower,

Evidence was cbtained of mssociation with dbrochs, - A previous domestic occupation

was revealed at & lower level and will be examined this year, (P.8,A.8.)
DUMFRIESSHIRE.

(1) At Milton (Beattock) Mr Clarke discovered a complex of first-century

occupation adjoining the Antonine fortlet excavated in 1938-9, At least three
vericds seem to be involved, Work is continuing this summer when it is hoped to
elucidate the sequence. (T.D.G.S.) :

4
(2) Dr Richmond and Mr Graham have traced a Raman road from Raeburnfoot N,E.
seross Crailkmiir. (P.S,A.S.) The course of the road is along 2 ridge whose
summit is reached at the county boundary at Craik Cross., Here, beside the road,
is a small mound, 34 feet in diameter, which trial excavetions by Dr St Joseph
showed to have been built of turf and earth, overlain by gravel and broken rock
such as might have come from a cutting on the Roman road. = The mound is




B Milton, and there is 1little doubt that it-is a fortlet of the same type, 1ts

surrcunded by a circular rock-cut diteh, 7 feet wide and 23 feet deep and
Veshaped in section. An entrance deing the road was sought bubt not locatad.
An irregular hole which might have held a large post had been dug in the centic .

—.of . the mound: this was modern to judge from the 19th or 20th century pottery
found in-the -f:.llmg Apart from this pottery there were no Small finds.

Them is no better site for long~distance slpnalln.ng along the line

of the road, The position, plan and construction are consistent with a Roman

. origin though this can hardly be regarded as proved. A section across. the
Roman road showed that all the metalling had been worn eway and that the hump
now visible is a ridge of rock, on either side of which are deeply worn hollow
tracks.,  (T.D.G.S3.) ,

‘ e o

(3) A few trial trenches were dug by Dr ot Joseph at-the Roman forts of
Reeburnfoot., The rampart of the inmer fort was found: to be of turf, 26% feet -
wide, stonding on the N. side to a height of 3% feet: that of the inner fort
was of grovel and clay. - Within the inner rampart, sleeper-trenches of wooden
builaings viere identified, one of which, extending for 70 feet, may have been
a barrack. Elsewhere on the site a h:.nt of regular planning was convey:,d by
spreads of gravel, such as might have formed part of intermal roads, "and roughly
Ditched stones which may have been the floors of buildings. Only a single
scrap of Roman pottery was found, but amongst the pottery from the excavations
of 1897 in the Dumfries Museum are mortaria which are probably of Antonine date.

(T.D.G.S. )

® () 4t Barburgh }Mill in Nithsdale, where a ditch apparently of a small
fort was seen from the air in 1945, excavations by Dr St Joseph ensbled the site
to be located and planned., No traces now remzin on the surface, The defences

consist of a dltch 14 feet wide and 5% feet deep enclosing an area of 125 feet

by 130 feet. 4 few patches of heavy cobbling are all that remain of the base

of the rdmpart., On the NE is a gate 15 feet wide. Within the N half of” the

enclosure, two trenches revealed neither buildings nor objects: probably Roman
levels have been ploughed away. In its plan, its size and the choice of cite,
- Barburgh Mill closely resembles the fortlets at Durisdeer, Hedshaw Burn and

ES—

purpose t=ing to guard a Romen road.  (T.D. G.S )

ES) - Trenches dug by Dr St Joseph across an eexrthwork at Mouswald
S.E, of Dumfries) yielded no cbjects.  The plan (an irregular quadrilateral),
. the sharp angles and the site suggest a mediaeval rather than a Homan date.
(1. D.G.S. )
EDINBURGH,
. (1) ir Stevenson hes discovered a defensive rampart on Arthur's Seat
and & number of domestic sites in the King's Park. (P, 3, 4.8, )
FLFE.
(13 CMembers of the St Andrews League of Prehistorians, under the dircction
o Dr Bersu, began the excavation of a so-called fort at Scotstarv1t
'R.CH K, Pife No 106) As the site is halfwey up 2 hill-side tne swrrounding

bank, roughly 120 ft, in diameter, cannot have been strictly dﬁfen.:i'vr_,. Shallow
*—like trenches and a ring of post-holes in the interior showed that a cingle

circular house had stood in the centre of the enclosure. It had been

. reconstructed twice. .. Some fragments of pottery suggest the very beginning of

the Christian Era as its probable date. (P, S,4.8.

LANARKSHIRE,

Mr Davidson continued his investigation of a Stone Age site on
Noodend Loch near Coatbridge.

MIDLOTHIAN,

(1) The unearthing of Roman building=-stones and of an elaborate pilaster
in the western extension of Inveresk Churchyard cemetery led to the intervention
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of the Amoient Monuments Brench of the Ministry of Works and to a preliminary
examination of the site by Dr Richmond, - Three portions of unused ground within
the cemotery area revealed stabling with wooden partitions and a double L-shaped
barrack-block, separated by an E - W street, The buildings were of stone and
the street oonta.ined much yre-used stone building material. , Work was then
continued outside the cemetery area,. in the garden of St Michael's, where the

S. side'of the stebling already discovered in the cemetery was 1dentified.
Beyond lay an intervallum road and a massive clay rampert and single ditch.
Further S, the remains had apparently been shaved off. But the W. end of the
atabling was identified, and found to overlie the S.E. corner of a buttressed
granayy asscoiated mth early Antonine pottery. The rampart was also traced
sufficiently far W, to show that, the stabling and barracks lay in the retentura
-of the fort, which will have extended to the W, rim of ‘the ridge overloocking the
Paper Mills and the River Esk. The evidenoceseems to demand a 1arge fort,
capeble of housing an ala quingenaria, and some 600 by wo feet in size,

. The remains of a bath-house in the garden of Inveresk House were also
surveyed, This building lies so far from the Antonine site as to create =2
suspioion that it may go with 2 Flavian fort further E., on the site of
St Michnel's church, rather than with the Antonine fort now rediscovered,  But

these questions mst await further work., (P.S A.8,) .
ROXBURGHSKIRE,
(1) - Dr st Joseph . exam:t.ned an earthwork, discovered from the air in 1945,

situated beside Dere Street on Brownhart Law, half a mile N, of Chew Green. It
proved to be a Roman signal station defended by a turf rampart and two ditches
and measuring 60 feet by 70 feet over the rampart centres. The position commands
a wide view to the N.W. and was probably chosen with the intention of exchanging
signa.ls with a post on Ruberslaw where Roma.n stones have, been. d:.scoverei

(2) The existence of a Roman post guarding the Dere Street crossings of
Jed and Teviot may be inferred from inscriptions built into Jedburgh Abbey, but
the site has not been located. Trial trenches dug by Dr S5t Joseph near
Jerdonfield Iodge showed that the surface indications of & fortlet here are
illusory, and search must 'bheref‘ore be made elsewhere, probebly on the N. bank of

Teviot,

(3) Mr Calder excavated a group of Bronze Age burials on the sumit of
Pinnacle Hill, Kelso, One complete cist contained & male skeleton and the re
of two more skeletons were associated with one or two dJ.sturbed oists., No relics

were found.  (P.5,A.S.)

WEST LOTHIAN.

(1) At Carriden air photos taken in 1945 showed what appeared to be ditches
of a Raman fort. Trial excavations by Dr St Joseph confirmed this identification
and enabled the exact site of the fort to be fixed. A trench located two -of the
three ditches; on the line of the section the rampart had been entirely removed
by ploughing but w:Lthin the enclosure a small quantity of Antonine potiery was
recovered, -

V. EXCAVATIONS FPROPOSED FOR 1942.'

(1) The following excavations are being continued:-

CATTHNESS: Ferse. (Dr Curle)
DULFRIESSHIRE : Milton.  (Mr Clarke)

FIFE: _ Scotstarvit, (Dr Bersu)
LANARKSHIRE: - Woodend Loch, (ifr Davidson)
MIDLOTHIAN: Inveresk. (Dr Richmond)

Camp Hill, Braidwood. (lir Stevenson)
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| {(2) 'The following new cmavationz am plmd i

ARGYLLSHIRE: Dr Simpson ia exa.mini.ng Sk:l.pness Castle and Castle Sween

DUMFRIESSHIRE: At Birrens the Dumfriesshire & Galloway Society is hoping
to.examine a complex of Roman sites diacovered from the air by
Dr St Joseph in 1945,

EAST LOTHIAN: Dr Bersu is carryimg out a fortnigh’o's excavation at
Tmpnin law in April,

_ mmmmmsm Mr Anderson is to excavate a small earthwork at . Bor dbie. -

ROJCBURGHSI-IIRE Dr Riohmond -is hoping to cut some deep trenches across tihe o
defences of the Roman fort at Newstead with a view to stratigraphioal
correlation of the different periods,

WEST LOTHIAN: Professor Piggott end the Edinburgh League of Prehistorians
are to excavate the "Henge" monument on Caimpapple Hill
(R.C.H, M, Midlothien & West Lothian No, 386) in September,

® . reom

(1) The Royal Commission on Ancient Monuments has pract:.ca.liy
campleted the inventory for the City of Edinburgh and is working in
Ro:fbuzghshim, Peeblesshire and Selkirkshine. . .

(2) The Glasgow mhaeological Society's volume on the Roman
Oeoupation of South-Weatern Scotland, publication of which has been delayed
by the War, is expected to appear w:.thin the next few months, It contains
reports on excavations at the fort of Castledykes by Miss Anne Robertson;
at the small posts of Durdsdeer and Milton by Mr Clarke, with a preliminary
notice of his excavations on the sites of two larger works at Milton; at
Botlwellhaugh by Mr Davidaon; and of tr:.al-trenoh:.ng by Dr St Joseph on
various sites including Loudon Hill, with a prelm:mary note of his
excavations in 1946. The road—systaem is dealt with in detail by Dr 5%
Joseph, while the bridge at Balmuildy is described by Mr Davidson, who has
added some notes on the roads north of Castledykes, The volume has bHesn
edited for the Society, with a comprehensive historical survey, by i :

@) VII. AIR  PHOTOGRAPHS.

. . An off-print is enclosed of a note by the Secretary cof $he’
Regn.onnl Group on Aroha.eology and the National Air-photograph Sux¥ey.

For the reasons given, it is not possible at present for
individusls or societies to borrow the alr-photographs held by the Deporim.ns
of Health, but after the’ 1st October Dr Steer is prepared to deal witn
spec:l.flo queries on amhaeological problems which-fall w:.th:.n the scope of
the surVey. .o S

' It will be observed ﬁhat no fresh information can normally be
given about smaller monuments (cairms, standing stones, etc.) and that the
survey is prinoipally useful for:

{a)  Locating new forts and settlement sites and re-class:l.f‘yn.ng knowm
sites.

(b) Losating missing stretches of Roman reads, drove roa.ds and linear
earthworks,

(¢) Cheoking plans or ground cbservations of forts, domestic sites,
terraces, field boundaries, ete, :
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To date approximately one-third of Scotland has been covered by
the survey, but the exact aresas for which photos are available cannot be
sasily defined: no county has been completely covered though the majority
have been partially covered. It is hoped, however, to complete the survey

, this summer. , : '

All queries ahbula be accompanied bya stamped addressed envelope
and should be limited as far as possible to single sites, The interpretation
of large areas cannot be undertaken. : :

VIII. SOME BOOKS AND . ARTICLES ON SCOTTISH ARCHAEOLOGY . ‘PUBLISHED BETWEEN
1939 AND 1946 OTHER THAN THOS® IN P, S,4,8. ¥

Note: The following abbreviations are used :

AJ, Antiquf;riés Journal,
Ant, Antiquity.
J.R. 5. Journal of Roman Studies.
" P.S.A.S. Proceedings of the Society of Antiqueries of Scotland.
" R,C.H. M, Royal Oommission on Ancient & Historical Monuments.,
T.D.G. S, Transactions of the Dunfriesshire & Galloway Natural
History & Antiquarian Society. : ‘
T.G. A S, Iransactions of the Glasgow Archaeclogical Society,
(1) Generel,

The Antiquities of Gigha 1939. Galloway Gazette,

 The Province of Mar, Aberdeen University Press.
The Book of Buchan 1943,  Buchan Club, Aberdeen,
Inventory of Orkney and Shetland 1946,

R.8.G, Ainderson.
W.D. Simpson,
J.F., Tocher (B )
R.C, H, 1,

(2} Prehistory.

V.G. Childe, - Prehistoric Commmities of the Chenbers,
g British Isles. 1940, ,
" " Secotland before the Scots, 1946, Methuen.
J,G.D. Clark, Prehistoric England, 1942, Batsford.
J.F.C, Hawkes, Prehistoric Britain, 1943. Penguin,
L, sovius, The Irish Stone Age. 1942, Canbridge. @

W. Edgar.

A.D, Lagaille.
J.H liaxawell,

4D, Locaille,

A Tardencisian Site at
Ballantrae,

Aspects of Intentional Iracture,

The Vitrified Fort on Eilean
Buidhe, Kyles of Bute.

The Northward March of

T- G;. .A. S. 1959-

T.G. 4.8, 1940.
T.G A S, 1942,

Proc, Geolegists

Palagolithic Man in Britain.  Assoe, 1946,

G. Daniel. Dual Nature of the Megalithic Proc, Prehistoric
Colonisation cf Prehistorioc Soc, 1941,

_ .' Zurcpe, _

M., Davies, Types of Kegalithic Monuments AT, 1945,
of the Irish Sea and North
Channel Coastlardz,

A, Groham, A 1ist of Brochs & Zrcch Sites. AT, 1943

E. MacWhite, . Irish Bronze Age Reci-lerxibdings, Roy. Soc. Ants.
~ Ireland 1946.

Neolithic Culturc of the “Ant, 1942,

W, Lindsay Scott.

Hebrides.

'x This section has been larpely contributed by Mr R.B,K. Stevenaon.
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CHAIRMAN  Professor V, Cordon Childe, D.Idtt., D.Sc., F.B.A.,
V.P.S.A., F.5.A,Scot,
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R.,C, Reid, F.S5.A.Scot.; Dumfriesshire and Galloway Natural
History and Antiquarian Society.

G. Watson, M.A., F.S5.A.5c0t.; Hawick Aychesclogicel Society.
W. Douglas Simpson, M.A., D.Litt., F.S.A., F.5,4, 8008, ;
The Third Spalding Club, end Aberdeen Natural History
and Antigquarian Society.

J.M. Davidson, 0.B,E., F.C.I1.5., F.5,A.Scot., 8
Glasgow Archacological Society.
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and Natural History Society.

W.E, Watson, O.B.E., J.P,, F.5,A.S5¢cot,; HElgin and Momyshire
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G. Magkenzie; Inverness Scientific Seciety and Fidd Club.

SECRETARY Angus Greaham, M.A,, P,8,A,, F, 5,4, Scot.

5 O 94

Wi ot b - o 8 Ribak " AT L0 WP
o A 51 - . LS Al 5~

" ‘ » i A i ¥ T 1
W L L TELL THOEDYMS Fa 88 Iosmodede Laloeiont'

b R e £ S g S e TR (T A it N A - - g




4pl, /5

$

_ 18
29

May 2
v’
/13
June .29
Sept. 19
4

0
v

Oct. 5
Jb

Cot, 17
Dea. 19

31

1

CHARGE
BALANCE at Subscription to  Contributkon to
31lst Dec,1945 Tfegional Group Centrel Council
£, 8. d £e 8. da £, 8, da
Bank 9 - 4
Petty Cash =10 5
910 9
Invermness Sclientific
Society & Field Club
(164 members) -10 - -13 8
Society of Antiquaries
of Scotland (Transnitted
(832 members) -10 - - direct;
Berwickshire Naturalists'
Cludb (240 meubers) -10 = 1 - -
Perthshire Society of
Naturel Science
(120 members) -l = -10 =
Falkirk Archaeclogical
& Haturel History
Society (120 menbers) -1l - -10 -
Third Spaldj.rﬁ Club
(L4t members -10 - 117 -
Kirkcaldy Neturelists'
Society (130 members) -10 - -1 -
Abgrdeen Natural History
& Antiquarian Sogiety
{120 members) -10 - -10 -
Buteshire Naturel History
Society (120 members) -10 - -0 =
Kintyre Antiquarian Socicty
(60 mexbers) -0 - - 5 -
Glasgow Archaeclogicsl
Society (187 wenbers) - 10 - -15 7
Hawick Archaeologicel
Society (388 members) - 10 - 112 4
Dunfydiesshire & Galloway '
Naturel History &
Antiquarian Society
{229 members) -1 - -19 1
Ilgin & Horeyshire Literery
& Scientifio Association
(120 members) -0 - -10 -
91C 9 7 - - 10 3 8
Sum of Charge £26 4 5
DISCHARGE
Contribution to the Council for British Archaeology 10 3 8
Honorerium in respect of clerical assistance to
Secretary (Miss A, Webster; 5 - -
Petty Cash 111 5
1615 1
Balance at close of this fccount 9 19 i
Sum of Discharge £26 U 5




